“We need more than
finance, more than
food — we need the
physical participation
of workers. We do not
want pious words from
the leaders of the
labour movement. We
want industrial action
in support of our
union!”

Arthur Scargill
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T st :-a ﬁnionists and supporters marched from Saltley Gates, the scene of the NUM mass ickt in 1 97 on ﬁrday July 7. First they observed a two-minute

2&323 ;;:ﬂ;)l:fyﬂ;gf;‘: and Joe Green — miners killed while picketing in the current strike — and then marched through Birmingham City Centre to a rally addressed by Arthur Scargill,
S

Mick McGahey, Betty Heathfield, a woman from Greenham Common, and local councillors and trade unionists. Photo: John Harris. . -




S'I'OP THE
STEEL!

MARK THOMAS frOm Penrthiw-

ceiber NUM, South Wales spoke |

‘to Geoff Wllhams.
THE STRIKE is at present at a

‘very critical stage in South Wales

le. besiegin

for a number of reasons. -

Firstly, while the strikers are
still very solid at the rank and file
level, and ready to stay out until
Chnstmas the leadership — or the
majority of them — are failing to
give us a determined lead.

This comes out most notably
in the manner they have handled
the steelworks situation and the
scab miners at the Point of Ayr
colliery in North Wales.

There are a lot of members
who have been under-used. At
present we are spending £3,200
a week on picketing from the
South Wales area, but the vast
majority of this picketing is

oken in Leicestershire. in
erbyshire, and at Point of Ayr.

At one point we began to
get a mass picket at Point of Ayr
and this began to get the mem-

bership fully involved from my
because they could see

lodge
something
ing. Increased

constructive happen-
picketing is not

only essential to win the dispute

but key to keeping the member-
ship involved. ‘

At the b of the strike
we would have hundreds of peop-
g our lodge office for
instructions and advice - really
ﬁattmg involved. While you still

ve got this up to a point, many
peop le have drifted off, not be-
cause they have lost mterest ‘but

- because of the token nature of

the activity we are involved in.

I think the basic reason for
this is lack of money. The strike
is national, and the money should
be found nat:onally South Wales
should be seen as part of the

- struggle and not hived off.

'}

|

One way or another, these
steelworks have to be put on a
care and maintenance basis and
the steel which is produced stock
piled. Scargill said one thing, Em-
lyn Williams [the South Wales
NUM president} another. We have.
been told that South Wales has to
follow the national line, but no-
thing has come of it yet.

There are 4000 workers in
Llanwern. Not all of them can be
Bill Sirs fans.,

This should not be simply a

token effort, but an ail-out one —

a regular bulletin attempting to
speak inside the plant, leafleting
of the pubs and clubs in the area
— 5o much can be done to get the
message over, and yet it hasn’t
been tried, |

-The idea put forward by SO
supporters that the picketing of
plant should bYe done by the wom-
en’s support committee, is some-
thing which should be catried out.
This could be a tional focus for
the different w men s commit-
tees. But the point is that, one
way or another, e steelworks
have to stop.

g ort House, 1 Cathedral Road
irmingham: c¢/o Trade Union
Resources Centre, 7 Frederick St.,
B1 3HE.

South London: c/o Joan Twelves;
1 Alverstone House, Kennington
Park Estate, SE11;
Manchester ¢clo F
Road, Victoria Park. M14.
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actlon

FRIDAY 13th sees the latest reg-
ional day of action in support of
the miners — called by the North
West TUC, and centred round a

march and’ rally with Arthur Scar-

I
I
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gill and Tony Benn speaking.

A number of workplaces will

be striking for one day — includ-
ing, in Manchester, Piccadilly
railway station and North Man-
chester General Hospital.

The strike actlon wnll be
patchy, however, because of the
lack of any clear call from the
North-West TUC or Manchester
Trades Council.

The local Labour<controlled
City Council has, however, tried
to build the day of actlon. It
has sent a letter to all council
workers telling them that the

~council will support them if they
- strike. the day’s wages for the

stnkers are to be donated to the

-miners’ strike fund. The coun-

cil has also, despite a threat of

legal action, hired out the Free
Trade Hall for the rally for a fee -

of only £10.

The day can be the basis for
building a broadened support
committee in Manchester.

~ Rail
solldarlty

By Rob Dawber

.FRUSTRATION at the activities
of a hard core of railworkers at
Shirebrook, about 2 dozen, has
led the supporters of the union
decision not to handle coal to

escalate action.
Those handling coal had been

-allowing management to tear up

union . rights and conditions. A
mass picket was called at short

notice for Monday 9th to supple-

ment the normal lobby on the
depot gates. |

The joint NUR-ASLEF meet-
ings that have been organifthg the
action so far also decided to ask
supporters not to cross the line,
rather than letting workers*go in
and wait for management to send
them home, - '

But the union full-timers did
not see it the same way. The NUR

- is now paying those sent home —

but arguing that therefore they do
not need to be supported by
others walking out.

Under pressure from the full-
timers, the joint NUR-ASLEF
meeting decision was reversed on
the day and members went
through the picket line. Nonethe-
less support from Doncaster,
Derby and Sheffield boosted the

. lobby, and more agreed to refuse
. to move coal than previously.

Nine frains were canceiled out
.of an expected 18.

LAST Wednesday, July 4, there
was yet another example of police
flagrantly abusing the civil rights
of striking miners, in Keresley,
Just outside Coventry.

On the pretext that a letter

bomb was suspected, police open-
ed an envelope addressed to the

- strike commlttee which arrived at
“the

pit’s main office. The enve-
lope contained photographs taken
by the local newspaper of victim-
ised Keresley miner Clive Ham on
the picket line pictures that
ml,ght be of use in his defence.

What exposes the police claim
is that Coal Board officials were
present at the opening of the
letter — indicating how serious
police were about the alleged ‘sus-
pect device’.

entre-stage’ in the
Brent Miners’ Solidarity Com- ?nrfler;l (%whtc ;
mittee, c/o . Local Economy: l If the succeed in maintaining
Resource  Unit; 389 Wlllesdenl productlon then the NCB and

High Road, NW10. Ken Evans,'

459 6221.

Maesteg 1rade Union and Labour
Party Support Group: Idwal*
Isaac,. 10 Bridge St., Maesteg
(Tel: 738321)

-n-.-onl -

-H“g---—‘

Support committees

L,ardlff c/o Room 219, Trans-

-——_——“—ﬂ

" e W w e e -r."ruvbao--w’u-v; o o~

SOCIALIST iser went to
Berry Hill. the headquarters of
the Notts NUM, on Monday night
July 9, to talk 'to the occupying
miners.

We found them well dug in,
“with the kitchen in full roduc-

tion and a bloke with a gultar

leading the singing.

We spoke to Steve Abbot, one
of the two who are named on the
eviction writ.

“We came in shortly before

six, peacefully. We just walked in,

all 52 of us. We are preventing the

area council from taking place.,
They want to meet to declde

By Stan Crooke

ROUND-the-clock deliveries b |
road of iron ore and coal to the

‘Ravenscraig steelworks in Mother-

well continue to frustrate miners’

efforts to shut down productlon'

-at the plant.

Such supplies have been
brought in by road since the end
of June, when railway workers

agreed to black all coal supplies,
and then all iron ore supplies as
;gvellll in support of the miners’

t.

The lorries bringing in the coal
and iron ore no longer run in con-
voys, as they did in early May
when railway workers previously
blacked coal supplies. They arrive
in groups of anything between
three and ten, or sometimes as
“lone stragglers.

Sometimes there is only a five
minute gap between two deliver-
ies. At other times it can be half

an hour. But however irregular
the deliveries, they are continous.

The lorries, from over a dozen
firms from as far south as Lan-
caster, roll into the steelworks
day and night.

During the earlier picketing in
May one picket was arrested for
~breach of the peace for shouting
at the scab lorry drivers during
the night. But none of the drivers
have been arrested for breach of
the peace, despite local residents
complaining about how impos-
sible it is to sleep now due to the
noise from the lorries. On the
contrary, the police help the lorry
drivers to breach the peace.

Outside the steelworks, about
a dozen miners carry out what
amounts in practice to a token

picket. They shout abuse at each
batch of Iornes as they arrive, but
the drivers, a number of whom
are known to be TGWU members,
carry on scabbing regardiess.

The pickets are from the
Pockemmet pit. There has been
'no resumption of mass picketing
since the ISTC-NUM talks broke
down without agreement. And
no-one is aware of any plans to
resume the nmass picketing.

‘Scottish miners’ leader Mick Mc- -

Gahey,' has pledged that . the

to stop the blockade being
breached. As yet, though, there
has been no sign of the “necessa:y
action’’,

The result is that BSC has
been able to stockpile supplies of
“both coal and iron ore at Ravens-
craig. Even if further supplies
were to be completely cut off, the

plant could " maintain standard
levels of production until the end
~of July.

To make matters worse, the
bulk of the Ravenscraig work-
force is on holiday during the last
fortnight of July, so consumption
of coal and iron ore will fall any-
way during that period..

Although picketing out power
stations is more important than
picketing out steelworks, in terms

of making an impact on produc-

tlon by industry in Britain, it 1s
steelworks, partlcularly

Ravenscralg and Llanwern which

the Tories will secure a major
psychologlcal and political

‘ victory Conversely, the shutting

- dowrt of production would be at
least as important in terms of the

boost it would: give to miners’
morale as it would be in terms of .
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“necessary action’ will be taken
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"ONn a mandate ior uie dheitield

delegate conference this week.

- We have now had a writ served
on us by the three trustees of
Berry Hill requiring us to appear

in court before lOam tomorrow

morning. We’re not going because
that would mean leaving by 9
and giving the area council a
chance to meet, So we will have
to wait and see what happens —
what the police do to enforce the

‘writ. We might end up in jail.

But judges, solicitors. and so
on, haven’t done much good for
this union or any other in the
past, and they’re not shifting us.
The area council doesn’t have to

:J-

here to stop the mandate

‘meet here, but some delegates

won’t meet anywhere else, so a

. meeting in any other place would

be invalid.”

We also Spoke to Andy, from

Linby pit in South Notts. “Pm
getting
to Sheffield. They are scabs, not

representing the national union

'. at all b4 4

Another miner, Steve, told us.

“I’'m here to stand by the union
and the principle that you never

- cross a picket line. It took so

Ravenscra|g

ickets need ed

- much hard work to get a union --

people lost their lives for it.”
By the mormng_ ~.another

P8 e

Token pzcket at Ravenscrazg as the lorrzes roll in day and mght

the impact on other sections of
British industry.

‘Despite the central importance
of the conflict over Ravenscralg,
and Llanwern the ‘“‘necessary

. action” is, as yet still in the pipe-

line. It is beginning to look like a
very long pipeline. But with every
day that goes by, the stockpiles

- grow at Ravenscraig and the con-

fidence of the scabs increases.

~ Action needs to be taken right
now on a number of different
fronts:

*The TGWU must discipline
any of its members involved in
running supplies into the plant,
such disciplinary action to go up
to and including withdrawal of
union card, fuel supplies to firms
which persist in supplying lorries
for breaching the blockades must
be blacked,

*Pickets need to leaflet and

‘argue with steelworkers going in

and out the plant' stressing that

‘focussed on
. coming

‘the NUM is not out to shut down

the plant, and that the only way

‘that the closure of Ravenscraig

can be prevented in 1986 is a
united fight right now by miners,
steelworkeérs and railway workers.

*Such arguments also need to
be taken up with steelworkers’
wives and the local community
which is deeply divided over

. requited can only be achieved by ~

whether to back the miners

or the steelworkers; this means
miners and miners’ wives’ sup-

port committees leafletting and

arguing out the issue in local
shopping arcades on Saturdays,

etc.

* Attention also needs to be

the finished
out of Ravenscraig, as
well as the deliveries going in —
scab coal-and scab iron ore make

steel -

‘scab steel, any steel produced by
‘Ravenscraig should be blacked

throughout the labour movement, -

both by union members mvolved
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Frontline Nottmgham—
'Scabs shouldn’t make pollcy

 couple of hundred had arrived

'and so had the same number of
police with- riot shields. The
strikers in occupation held a
meeting and decided to come out.
Geoff Poulter, who was
branch secretary at Bolsover for
12 years before the election of a
scab to the position, told us:
“We've won. The reason why
we’re out now is that we know
we can’t win-in court, but we’ve
won the day as it is. The intention
was to get the area council meet-
ing stopped. We don’t believe
those people who are working
have the nght to make policy”’.

.....
...............

(1) smoyriep yory

in its'tran'sport and also union

members involved in using it in
productlon ~

*Picketing of Ravénscraig
needs to be dramatically escala-
ted, but the level of picketing

other sections of the trade union
movement mobilising for the
picket lines, which, in turn, means
strike action to enable such a
mobilisation.

*Pressure on the Scottish TUC
must be mounted in pursuit of

further all-Scottish strike action

to be called, with the picket lines
at Ravenscralg, rather than rallies
in Glasgow, Edinburgh, etc., being
the focus for such strikes, and the
agitation for ‘such strike action
feeding into the demand for a

general strike in support of the
miners.

Rl et L

RIS 0 e o 2 P TERTI
...............................................
A S PO

Brent Miners Support Campazgn marc}z and pzcket of Rhodes -Boyson S surgery agamst the cuts in DHSS
payments to miners’ wives and children »
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'Can you explam what hap- -

~ finish

near Coventry, were arrested
and beaten up in the early
hours of last Sunday morning
in a pre-dawn police attack
on a party at which most of
the stnke comnuttee were
present.

One miner is in hospital
with a suspected broken

. neck. Sylvia Jackson told
 Jean Lane what happened.

Y(iu had your gala yesterday.

- How did it go?

‘It was a great day. It was a

~ better turn out than any other
year. People had put that bit .
more effort into it, because of
‘the strike, just to show people.

pened after the disco?

Well, it had been a great
day and a good night with an
extension, and we decided to
it off down Colin’s
house because he had a bottle
of vodka. We’d been there

about an hour, having a drink

and records and that and we
were in the 11v1ng room danc-
ing.

There were only about eight
of us left and I went into the
kitchen to get a drink. I hadn’t
heard the door go, but the
back door was open and there
were coppers there, and I
could hear Colin telling them
to get off his property.

One of the coppers said:
‘“Are you the householder?”
Colin said ‘‘Yes, and I'm
telling you to get off my
property’’. Colin was stood
just 1n,51de the back door.
The copper said ‘‘We want a

-word with you on your own out

here’’. There was about three
miners stood with him by the

- back door.

-Colin just put one foot out
the door and they just dived on

~ him. There were coppers

everywhere. The other lads
were trying to pull Colin back
in and the coppers pulled them

out and they were just kicking

hell out of them. All up the
side path and into the front

garden.,
1 ran out and shouted..

Because the others were still.

Photo: Martin Shakeif_ggf t, IFL
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Llznwern — polzce hold back miners as a coke convoy passes |

So Bill said to me ‘“‘Come

.on Sylv, get out of the van”’

and 1 said °‘‘No, I'm not
Bill just turned to the copper

and said ‘“You heard the lady,

she’s stopping’’. So the copper
just grabbed me by the hair

‘and pulled me out. And as

straight to Bedworth police-
station. They were horrible in

fast as they pulled me out

loads of coppers just dived into |

the van and shut the doors.
They took some to Bedworth

nick and some to Nuneaton.

Me and Vanda, Dennis’s
wife, got on the phone to the
union bloke and thensve went

there.

First _fiﬂ —hey wouldn’t tell
us where they all were. Then

we said we wanted to make a

formal complaint. ‘He said he
didn’t have time.
A bit later he told us. that

Bill and Dennis were at Nun-

~eaton, so we went there. We
‘said there that we wanted to

in the house they didn’t know: -

what was going on. My hus-

‘band, Bill, opened ﬂie front'

door to see what was going on

and three coppers dived on

him. They kicked him all round
It was just

that garden.
unbelievable.
There was a lad from a few

doors up who came out to see

what was happening and they

had him. Then there was a lad
from further up the street

came out and they had him as
well. They were just battermg
hell out of them. '

What happened then?

Before they got Dennis in
the van they were just bounc-
ing his head off the bonnet of
the car like a ball. Then they

put in a formal complaint and

- this inspector took us into a

room and tried to pacify us.
But we wouldn’t have it. He

was making excuses and we

were complaining about the

violence that had been used.

He said that sometimes it’s

‘necessary to meet violence

threw him in.the van. They .

dragged me to the van and 1
got in it. I was sat at the end of
the van, opposite ‘Bill, and
there was still fighting going
on outside the van. I couldn’t
see what was happening.

This other copper came up
"and told me to get out of the
van and I said that Bill had.
"doné nothing less than ‘what
I'd done, so if they arrest him,

copper told him ‘“Well, I'm
advising you to get her out of

- the van for her own safety”’

fi

o

they arrest me. He turned to M

Bill and said “Is this your | Sf
wife?’’ Bill said yes and the

with violence. He said that if
it’s ‘‘in the course of the duty”’
they have the right to use it.

But I couldn’t accept that.

. Miners m Ju b:le Gardens, Londonﬁ'_

That’s not what happened.
One of the blokes in the house,
Les, was fast asleep in bed

~and when they’d got Colin and

the rest of them in the garden
they went into the house and

looked in all the bedrooms

and dragged him out of bed.
I eventually got to see Bill.

He’s got all cuts and bruises .
Ol they
dragged him across the road.

on his head where
‘He told me that Dennis was a
mess. I never saw him but
Vanda did. At that fimre he
was still walking, but only
just. The police just told us

that the doctor had seen him.

‘They never told us any more.
. . We went home then. But we

just missed the union blokes

going up there and they said

when they got there they saw

the ambulance taking Dennis
away. That was only a matter
of five minutes after we’d
left. But they hadn’t told

-Vanda they were taking him

to the hospital.

What were the injuries?
They suspect a broken neck.

His face was out here and his
teeth were loose. Colin’s got
a broken nose. They’ve just

transferred him to hospital
"now. Nev had to go to hospital
for x-rays on his ribs. Ray

who just came out of his house
to see what was going on —
“has got a big lump on his head.

jone-

' raiser,

Bill’s got all cuts and grazes
on his forehead and his mouth
is swollen, his ribs are sore
and he’s hmplng Bas’s neck
is all swollen. I don’t know

.about Les.

It said over the local radio

that six policemen have been
injured.
They must have done it

" themselves, that’s all 1 can

say. Bill hasn’t actually been

charged yet but they reckon:

thev’re having him for assault

on three police officers. Which

is a'bleeding joke. He didn’t
have a chance to get up. He
was on the ground the whole
time. The other charges are
for assault and affray I think. I
“don’t know the details because
they said they can’t be
charged till they

Two have been kept in jail
because they have ‘‘broken
bail”’. The others are out on
bail — except Dennis. They
can keep them in jail for up
to a fortnight without charging
them. Bill’s up, in court

interview
‘the coppers that were on
duty.

tomorrow but they won’t be

those coppers.

Some people think it was a -

‘able to charge him then
because they won’t have seen

scab who got the coppers-

- there. Is that right?

- We didn’t have a chance to

It all happened so quickly.
They said there had been

find out why they were there.

" Do you think people have
changed their views of the

complaints from the club, and -

about the mnoise. But I've
‘heard since that there was just
complaint which is
probably the scab. But 1

‘get for a noisy party, you get

two coppers come to the front

‘complaints by the neighbours

.1 mean, any other complaint you

door asking you to turn your

record player  down. There

‘were loads of coppers, at least

20. The whole street was

covered in vans and they came

' ‘to the back door. To me, they

had it well planned.
I mean there was the

“chairman of the strike commit-

tee, there was the main fund
there was the fund:
raiser’s driver.

One of the.

i strike committee wasn’t there.
And . as soon as it had all died

'down and they’d got everyone
into the wvan, -they went
.down to his house. The never
‘knocked on his &oor They'

Police raid striker’s hous

SEVEN strikers in Keresley,
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just stood by his door, lookmg
for an excuse to get him.
They’d got most of the rest of
the strike committee. -

It was so well organised. So

~ whether the scab had phoned

or not nobody knows — it was
just an excuse.

Will there be any action in
the village about it?

‘There’s bound to be. It’s
too early to say what yet. The

union was getting onto Dave
Nellist (MP) and the NCCL.

~But there’s going to be some-

thing happening about it. I |
mean it was pure brutality. I
saw it with my own eyes and 1
can’t believe it.

life, nevet.

“a lot of .people have changed

Were they local coppers?
Yes, I think so. Nev was just

}stood by the gate of the house

and one of the coppers just
stuck one. on him. Got him:

straight down and then tried

to drag him over the wire
mesh fence. All his arms are
scratched and bruised. It was
like all hell let loose. We got
photographs taken of the car
that they were bouncing
Dennis off, and there are

it.
We’d all had a really good

 night and weren’t expecting
| happened |
completely out of the blue. 1

anything. It all

hate them bleeders, I tell you.

police as keepers of law and

~order?
I used to think that. I thmk

their minds. Six months ago if
people had told us this sort of'
thing could happen we:

wouldn’t have believed it —
you don’t know that British

coppers can act in this way till

‘F““_—m —-—qﬂﬂ—_ﬂ-m

- Policewatch -

deﬂokl Palice watch: 73, West Street, Shettield ST 4EQ.. .
' Kent . .police monitoring "group: thhard De .and or. lan

you see it with your own eyes.
- I’'ll never forget what I saw and
T'll never ever trust them.\

‘Never.

_Gmg_Spall 0227 66822.

“ham.

- nuclear

I’'ve never
seen anything like it in all my

traces of blood and halr left on |

- mation:
| Peace
“The Women'’s Centre, 13 Wel-

Co-ordinating Comm:ttee Against ‘the: Pblm!
aPresenbe c/q 1van Wels, 1, ‘Dsbom& St. Sherwcod L,

L OHerton strike HQ is collectmg statements about '
havuour Pete, Mansfleld 862790
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Back ti
mmersﬁ “

| Women's
march
planned

CHRIS GOODWIN:
OVER 100 women from all

~over the country met together

last weekend to plan an event
which will link opposition to
weapons with the
miners strike and provide an
impetus for women around the
strike.

The women are miners’

wives, women from Greenham

Camp and from women’s
peace groups. '

We discussed why ‘the
miners strike is -an issue of
importance to all women. The

wives see themselves as part

of the class struggle and are
fighting for women’s libera-
tion as well as support for their
men. |

Job losses affect everyone
and so do nuclear weapons
which could destroy our chil-
dren and our class. /

The government are trying
to wipe out the miners’ jobs by
changing our energy resources
to nuclear power. this is limit-
ed to the development of
nuclear weapons so the issues

- are directly connected.

A woman from the Namib-

“ian Support Committee des-

cribed how workers in Namibia

-are exploited in the production

of cheap uranium for use in
nuclear weapons. Women

from Greenham Common have

monthly pickets outside the
headquarters of Rio Tinto

-Zinc in London to demon-

strate against their vast invest-

- ments in Namibia.

We discussed support for

the South African miners who

are also on strike and the

double exploitation of women
in. South Africa under the
apartheid regime.

-We ate going fo organise

‘a national women’s march,

from a Friday to Monday,
from a nuclear power station in

- Staffordshire to a rally in
- Mansfield.

This will take place on the

second or third weekend in
- August and.we are urging all

women to join the rallies at the

start and finish of the march.

Marches in Scotland and
Wales will coincide.

‘Money and further . infor-
Leicester Women’s
Action Group, c/0

ford Road, Leicester.
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Tony Benn. (Phth: fdhiiﬂlh{arris)
Continued from p.12

1 tell you candidly — if
what we did between 1979
and ’83 had not been done,
‘David Owen would now be
the leader of the Labour

Party. Don’t . make any
mistake about it.: If we had
not made the change in the
electoral college, if the Parlia-
-.mentary
elected - the Leader, David
Owen would now be the lead-
er of a Labour Party that was,
in effect, the SDP. That’s

worth saying.
It’s worth analysing some
of the other arguments

against the gloom and doom
people. Take the section of
the Parliamentary Labour
. Party that left the Party. It
‘was quite a high percentage.
They set themselves the job
of destroying the Party.
There was, to put it mildly,
a division in the PLP leader-
ship about whether the policy
of the Conference was right
or not.
That made problems for
anybody who was going to
vote Labour — what were the
Parliamentary leadership
going to carry out, policy or
anything else? And of course,
“during the Falklands war the
Party — the leadership, at any

rate — got itself behind the-

Task Force, and I think that
contributed to our defeat.
But the real damage was

Labour Party still .

- not the defeat but the defeat-

.........

..........
..........
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We publish here extracts from a speech given by Tony
Benn to a conference organised by the Institute of
Workers Control and the Labour Coordinating Com-

sbawm analysis that somehow
we were on an irreversible de-
cline and that we better get a

" Popular Front.

. People were totally mis-
reading Thatcherism as fasc-

ism. They’re not the same.
Fascism is a different political

animal. Fascist ideas are cur-
rent in our society, but if it
were really fascism then the

‘argument for the Popular

Front, which my predecessor
in- Bristol Stafford Cripps
worked for before the war,
might have some relevance.
But if you build a move-

ment on an anti-Thatcher

policy — then, first of all,
you’re guilty of the offence
of building up Thatcherism.
Secondly you’re building a
movement for an alliance on
a negative, not a positive,
basis. And, thirdly, you for-
get that most of the people

Hobsbawm seems to want to

bring in may be anti-Thatcher
but they are more anti-social-

~ist than they are anti-Tory.

These ideas have led to
something I recognise — the
revisionism that appeared in
the Party after 1959, when
you had the Gaitskell attempt
to change Clause 4. Some
people are now suggesting
this should be back on the

mittee in Nottingham last weekend.
“ism. You had this whole Hob-

agenda — incredibly. You can

just  about. understand why

after ‘you’ve never had it so
good’ you drop socialism, but
why you drop socialism when
‘vou’ve never had it so bad’
I’ve never been able to fully

understand.
That was ’83. Now in 84

you find the whole situation

transformed. -
Anybody who has seen or

. who has been on a picket line

knows that it is something a
little more than a few missiles
on the miners’ side and riot
police on the other. It is
something on a scale involv-
ing numbers, -cavalry, and
infantry that must have
occurred in a number of Civil
War battles in the middle of

the 17th century. .
In London Ken Living-

‘stone is treated as somebody
heyond the pale because he

said he thought Ireland
should be independent.

We had very good results
in the European elections.
And the SDP has -appeared
increasingly as a Tory
splinter. Indeed, if British
politics ever moved sharply to

. the right, it would be David

Owen who would be Prime
Minister. |
David Owen is well to the

| Expand

analysis. Mrs Thatcher is a

‘Manchester school liberal
“using the police to sustain the
.monetarist system; but the
‘‘consensus’ 1n 1its modern
‘manifestation is authoritarian

. to a degree. What Mussolini

did in Italy in the 1920s is

'something which a whole

‘school of thought, including
part of the Establishment,
would like to see now.

They wouldn’t hesitate to
nationalise  the banks, just as
Mussolini nationalised them.

"If the banks collapsed, it:

would be the Tories that
nationalised them and then

-made the workers pay the

price for keeping the system
going. -
“As far as the Labour Party

'is concerned, there has also

been a transiormation. We

have a new leadership which
we elected by the electoral

college. And, as I said earlier,
we avoided David Owen.

"We’ve got a leadership that
was elected at annual confer-

ence, and.they should be sus-
‘tained and supported. |

We have °‘Labour’s Pro-
gramme for Britain’, which,
although very modest
compared to the standards

that would be required of us

if we came back to power, is
still basically the right Party
policy. And we have an im-
proved constitution, which
goes some way to see that we
don’t have an SDP problem in
the future.

In that connection I would
say that to raise the reselec-
tion issue again now as if it
would be in our interest to
break the link with the trade
unions when it comes. to
selecting candidates would

~ be, to put it mildly, very fool-
ish indeed. Because if the bal-

lots are coming in the unions,
and the issue is to be, is it
worth reaffiliating to the Lab-
our Party?, then it would be
strange to shift over to a
reselection process  that
would exclude  affiliated
members from having any
role. |

Now I want to move on to
look in two ways at what is
happening. '

First, the battle; second,

.the war.

The most important thing
is that the Labour Party
should give one hundred per
‘cent support to thos¢ who are
engaged in struggle — that is
to say, the miners, the Liver-
pool councillors, the London

and metropolitan counties,

and a whole group of Lapour
councillors who are not going
to pay the bills for the police.

R

JOHN HARRIS

(photo. John Harris)
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Margar ka tcher

You ean’t say that we are
‘a campaigning party and then

‘not deploy the full power of

the Parliamentary Labour
Party, the National Executive
Committee, the  regional
offices, the agents, on the
issues which are at the centre
of the current conflict. And
that is why it is so important

that over the last few months

— there’s been a struggle, but
we've succeeded — we’ve got

e
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...........
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the National Executive first
of all to support the miners;
next to ask for the levy; and
thirdly to agree that there
would be discussion between
Eric Heffer, Jim Mortimer,
Arthur Scargill and Peter
Heathfield on a national cam-
paign in support of the

miners. ;
~ And this relates also to the
argument about extra-parlia-

S = =

A

war .
oo B :

mentary activity which led to
Peter Tatchell’s dismissal be-
cause he suggested they set
up.a camp around the House

of Commons.

I think that was related to
when Hoover was President
of- the USA. Didn’t the poor
in Washington set. up a
Hooverville to show their
poverty, and get chased off
by the District of Columbia
police? But' we’ve come to.
realise that our whole history
has been a history of extra-

. parliamentary activity.

There’s a local government

.conference. in. Sheffield this

weekend, and I would be very:

surprised if George Lansbury

[the leader of Poplar Labour

' Council’s defiance of central

government in the 1920s]
was not the moving spirit of
that conference — because

“events have shown that’s

what you have to do.

And let’s be quite clear..
There is an overriding legal
obligation to obey the law,
but there is no moral obliga-
tion to obey the law. So if
people say, ought you obey
the law?, the answer is —
legally you should, but moral-
ly you use your judgment.,

And provided we differen-
tiate - between the legal
requirement to obey the law

‘and the moral requirement to

judge the law according to
whether it’s good or bad, we
won’t go far wrong.

Now from there we have
to move into this area of

“extended industrial action.

The Campaign group of MPs
wrote round to all union exe-
cutives and local Parties say-

gy . ..
........

right of Mrs Thatcher in my
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ing, will you consider sup-

All right, let’s have six
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porting industrial action? 1

'made a speech in East Ham

which was. described as a call
for a general strike, which it
wasn’t. What we wanted

people. to see was that the

support for the miners can’t
be rhetorical. |

When I went round picket |

lines near Chesterfield, I came
across my first NUR-ASLEF

B picket line. It was very differ-
ent from the young miners
stripped to the waist, tattoo-

ed and brown and very lean —
[ saw these middle-aged men
from the NUR and ASLEF,
and the traihs stopped — I

felt like Wellington must have

felt when Blucher arrived at
Waterloo. I

That is supporting action.
supportive action 1is
right. . We should support it
and encourage it. Politically

‘the most important thing that

happened was when the print
workers in Fleet Street insist-

ed that every newspaper print

the printworkers’ SUDDCIUIng
statement. Three newspapers
who would not do it, the
Daily Mirror, the Financial

 Times, and the Sun, didn’t

‘that miners on strike are

weeks annual holiday, let’s
have a shorter working week,
let’s retire at 50, let’s do all
sorts of things that share the
work and the leisure, but
don’t re-define unemploy-
ment as leisure! Let’s make

the demands on housing, on

education, on  collective
health, and of course expand-

ing our demands in terms of

the public sector. |
The reacquisition of -the

privatised assets is only going

to be a part of what we do —
but I would like to pay a tri-
bute to Mrs Thatcher for her
legislative initiative in saying

deemed to have got strike
pay. When we reacquire the
de-nationalised industries we

will deem their profits to

have been taken. We are not
going to pay money to people
who have bought our assets
cheap. - |

And for our next mani-
festo I persoiialy think they.
should be presented not as
promises but as demands. It’s
a subtle difference. But it
means that if we vote Labour
next time, then the labour

A‘, .

Threatsfa

By Dan Duncan

THE Coal Board has plum

new depths in its campaign
lies and intimidation against sf
ing miners. Colliery manager
Kiveton Park, Brookhouse

Treeton in South . Yorkshire

week sent personal - letters
striking miners- pleading
them to return to work. The
tents of these letters would m

any Sun journalist blush (

sibly with pride!). - -
In what is a skillfully wri
blend of sticks and carrots,
Taylor, colliery manager
Kiveton Park, declares himsel
be ‘particularly concerned at
the condition of HOI face’

‘. appear. movement will be demanding .

“Arthur Scargill. (Photo: Brian James) | ) quotes a visit by himself and

. —_ -—
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That is right, and we
‘should support them in doing

it. Surely it must now
become apparent that what
they call ‘freedom’ of the

press is the freedom of the

proprietors to deny freedom
of the press... Indeed, I would
like to see some historian re-

write the history of the 17th

century by saying that what
it was all about was the free-

‘dom of the monarch being
limited outrageously by the.

action of those who question-
ed the divine right of kings.

And, finally, in terms of
the battle, we’ve got 1o
broaden the policy, to energy
and nuclear power construc-
tion in Britain.

“They want nuclear power
for plutonium for the Bomb.
They want nuclear power to
beat - the miners. Isn’t it
extraordinary that when the
Americans have cancelled 90
Pressurised Water Reactors

and haven’t built one since

1977, and when we’re told
we don’t need coal so we
close pits, we spend millions

‘on a lousy American reactor

that isn’t safe. And then
we’re told that’s part of an
energy policy.

The battle is part of some-
thing much- bigger, which in-

‘deed provides the engine for
change. We must expand our

demands. |
"The miners have made

some very bold demands, but

if we listen to Denis Skinner,
who is demanding things on

behalf of the miners which go-

beyond what even the NUM
would say, we realise that this
is the moment to set our
sights a lot higher.

~We must talk about the
need and entitlement of
everybody for useful work.
1 do not believe this neo-
pessimism being peddled by

certain people that the new
technology means that we’re
all going to be out of work —

that we have to re-define un-

-employment as leisure and

therefore that will somehow

‘make it better for those who
“can’t find work.

““It is a;pathetic historical failure that so huge and
powerful a labour movement, with such a long
history, should have done practically nothing to
change the balance of power in our society”

these 'thin'gS' — not Labour:
ministers  offering  them.

There’s a difference between .

a manifesto that consists of

 demands and a"thanifesto that

consists of promises.

There is a real difference
here which we ought to think
about — whether we win the
next election by winning a
thousand Guardian readers
who are wobbling between us
and the SDP, or by mobilising
25% of the population who
never thought the political
system had anything to offer
them and didn’t vote before.

It is an c¢xtraordinary thing
that a labour movement that

 came into being in order to

control a society in the inter-
ests of those who create the
wealth should have allowed

itself to be so easily subinerg-.

ed behind the financial de-
mands, the wage demands, or

- whatever it happens to be.

It is a pathetic historical

failure that so huge and

powerful a labour movement,
with such a long history,
should have done practically
nothing to change the balance
of power in our society. |

When 1 hear praise for
the Lords for what they did

"over the Greater London

Coungil, it turns my stomach.

We should not allow the

short-term gain that it might
offer us for embarrassing the
Tories to give any legitimacy
to this chamber. They might
make life difficult for Mr
Jenkin — and then, reinforc-
ed by popular approval, deny
us when we try to do some-

~ thing real.

We, as a labour movement,
have been a convalescent

" home for capitalism when it

has been in difficulties. We

“have not sought to change the

values, we have not sought to
“change the structures.

" But I’m absolutely clear in
my mind, and Liverpool and
London councils prove 1it,
tnat we’re going to win the

next election not by subter-

fuge but by sharpening and
clarifying what we’re going to
do.

|Join the pi

How is morale after 18 weeks
on strike?

For myself I am 100%
behind the way the leadership
is running the strike. Their
stand of no compromise is
fully backed by my lodge and
all South Wales miners.
What picketing has taken
place? | |

We have a regular picket at
Point of Ayr colliery in North
Wales (the only pit in Wales
which is working) |

"Have you experienced any

violence on the picket line?
No. The only violence I have
experienced was at the lobby

of the National Executive
Committee in  Yorkshire.

Others in South Wales have

'seen more police violence

than I have — members of my

own lodge who went to

Orgreave. The actions of the
police have radically changed
our idea of them. Before we
saw the police as our friendly
local bobby protecting our
rights. Following the mass
pickets we see that they are

now there to oppress us, 1o

stop us exercising our right to
picket. B

‘How has the support commit-

tee organised in your area?

The support we have
received has been overwhelm-
ing, both in Cardiff and South
Wales generally. Since the
support committee was set up
we have received only two
letters and one phone call
attacking the efforts of the
NUM and hundreds in sup-
port. -

‘This is in Cardiff, which is a
Tory stronghold. The support
we are getting shows that the
public is behind’us.

While our organisation
could be improved 1 think it is
generally OK. For instance,
about 400 of the families In

my pit are collecting food

parcels. While we get some of
these from the central relief
fund, the majority come from
the local community. They are
collected and organised by the

‘women’s "support committee- - - ste

Nigel Bevan, Penrhiw-
ceiber Colliery, and secre-

~ tary of the Cardiff Sup-

port Committee, spoke
to Mick O’Sullivan.

Has the action of the women
changed the attitude of miners
towards them? o
Definitely. The miners have
realised that it is not just tea
and sandwiches from the
women. They are getting out
there, speaking at meetings,
writing leaflets — their leaf-
lets are worded differently to

the ones the miners write and.
- seem to attract more support.

~ Since the beginning of the
strike ‘attitudes have changed
amongst both men and

women. At the beginning the
women’s first concern was that

money wasn’t coming into the
house and they acted as a
pressure to go back to work.

However, their attitude soon -

changed as they realised that
the fight was for more than
just jobs — for our communit-

ies. We have also learnt a lot

from the women. There 1s now
a common stand against
MacGregor’s plans for the coal
industry.

What do you think of the
present discussions with the
Coal Board? . -

~ I'look at these with concern.
The Board’s plan seems to be
to redefine what is an unecon-
omic pit, doing this on the
basis of loss per ton. I don’t

think there can be any room

for compromise.
- The Board will use any such
deal to their- own advantage.

However, I think it’s good that

people are sitting round the
table. I have complete confid-
ence in Arthur Scargill. 1
don’t see him selling us out.

The picketing of the steel
works has been developing
over the last few weeks. How
do you think the South Wales
NUM has handled it? |

I think we have .given.the i
el workers t00-mucehy JINCE « v -~ - - - - - . -

~the beginning of the dispute
Llanwern has received enough-

kets!

coke, coal and iron ore to
maintain a reasonable level of
production. This is unaccept-
able. |

During the steel dispute we

suffered a tremendous cut

back in coal - production
because we blacked all foreign
steel and lost a number of
days pay in support of their
strike which also meant a loss

in our productivity bonus
earnings.

Some bulletins have already
gone in, arguing support and
explaining the issues involved.
At a national level the ISTC
leadership is no good at all.

The NUM response can be
vastly improved in three ways.

An NUM bulletin should go
out to the plant to be handed
out to the workforce on their
way to work.

Pressure should be increas-
ed by increasing the number of
NUM pickets on Llanwern and
Port Talbot. |

We should appeal to the
public and fellow trade
unionfists to join the picket
lines.

So you think that solidarity

action should be stepped up?
Definitely. There should

be a call for a one-day general

- strike in solidarity with the

NUM. It would make the
government realise that the
whole of the trade union move-
ment has had enough.

local union officials as evide

“of the truth of his claims. W

Socialist Organiser asked twe
the officials concerned,; bra

~ president George Smith and c

mittee member Les Popple at
management’s claims, they p
ted a very different picture.

‘Les told us “As far as I
concerned that face was no w:
than it gets after the fortnig
summmer holiday. George agr
“It’s been worse than that a
a bad roof-fall while we v
still at work.”

 Some of his other comm
also illustrate the board’s atti

'quite well. He says “Many |

nesses were interested before
strike in turning back to ¢
If this is true (and it probabl
why then does the Coal B
want to shut pits and
capacity. The answer to the ri
ijs simple — smashing the NU
more important to the b
than mining coal. If people
to die of cold and mining «
munities have to die of job
vation, then so be it. _

Only' in the last parag
does Mr “Your interests art
deepest concern” Taylor sho
true colours: “If you are as
cerned about this as me
might consider doing one o
following. 5,

1) Make your concerns Ki

to the union officials.

2) Telephone the co
and ask to speak to me o1
senior BACM man on duty
let us know if you are inter
in returning to work. We w
able to help you.”

- When asked by union off
if this meant that he was in
ing to organise scabs to go
work Taylor denied it (no c
with injured innocence).

He is unlikely to - be
satisfied with the results o
efforts.

1) No-one has turned u
work at Kiveton Park.

2) BACM paid a visit t
pit apparently to give Mr T
a polite smack on the wrist.

Send money or invitations for fund-raising visits
the Notts Miners Rank and-File Strike Committee:
North Notts. Strike Centre, Ollerton Miners’ W

fare, Ollerton, Notts.

South Notts. Miners’ Strike Centre, c/o AUE
218 Mansfield Road, Notti_ngham. .
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By Sue Scott

THE YEARS 1919-26 marked a
decisive period in the history
of the British labour move-
ment.

An understanding of this
period is of great importance
to workers today.

Like today, it was a time of
Browing class conflict. This
sharpening of class struggle
derived from a profound dual
crisis of British capitalism.

Firstly, Britain — the first
capitalist state on the world
arena — had entered a phase
of irreversible decline, her
economic predominance
being challenged and dis-
placed by the other imperialist
states.

The First World War itself
had, in part, been a product of
this decline. Germany had

begun to encroach upon and

capture large chunks of the
world market to the extent
that this loss could only be
redressed and a redivision of
the world market effected by
military means.

But far from the war provid-

ing a remedy for the chronic

problems of Britain, it actually
deepened them, opening the
way for an even mightier chall-
enge from the USA.
“Secondly, the period was
characterised by a cyclical
crisis of capitalism. The post-

| ARLFSPORT & GENERLL WOREERS

AMALGAMATION
ONE BIG- UNION

A MASS MEETING

WHLL M, MELD UNDER (el Wbty O

' NATIONAL UNION OF VEHIGLE WORKERS

AT THE

- EUSTON THEATRE
ON SUNDAY EVENING, JAK. 30y 52

AT 7 P.M. PROMPT.

arma: SAM MARCH, 7, LiG |

OCNERY SECKRETARY  SE YW

SPEAXKERS::

HARRY GOSLING. L.CC.
WILL GODFREY €. COXSED(GY: A, HARVER®Y
R. W. STOCK  SID PECK

NUPPOREED BY O THE PG T COUAGIL N CE W,

&N VYehicle Workers., Motor apd Herse Drivress Males Washers, Horsedvopers  Stablomen,
Garage Werkers. Tramway. Bus. Cab und other Passenger Yehiolr Werkers, Fureature Momeval
mad Warshousing -Workers. Dawry Workers, Yan Travelvrs  Co-uperatevr Emplapirs Munn gl
Wwrbars, Can) Workers. Tumbis Cart Drivers. and alb other Gradss o1 Vehhlz Warkes, Tron-qorl
oad Gawerni Workers ationd thie Meetin! and show yonr determunziion b

'ONE BIG UNION.
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Convoy of armoured cars in London during the General Strike

The story of 1919-26

—

war boom, which had been

based upon a demand for
industrial goods, ended
abruptly in mid-1920 when the
inflationary bubble well and
truly burst. |
And these were not the only
difficulties which faced the
bosses. The post war boom
had registered tremendous

changes in the outlook of the

working class, which had
taken advaiictage of the situa-
tion to assert its strength. To
wrench wage concessions out
of the employers, the workers
had to resort to their only
weapon: organisation.

Trade union membership
grew in leaps and bounds from
S% million
million in 1920. The changes in
consciousness in the working
class produced by the sharp-
ness of the struggle helped in
turn to intensify the problems
of the ruling class, giving it
“very little room to manoeuvre.

Equally vital in its impact
was the example of the
Russian Revolution in 1917.

All Europe was ablaze.
There had been revolutionary
waves in Germany, France,
Italy, Hungary and Ireland.

In Britain, too, there were

revolutionary = developments
taking shape in every sphere

of society. There were strikes

in every industry, disorder
in the Army and even a strike
by those custodians of capital-
ist property and legality, the
police.

Thus, the pos1t10n of the
ruling class hardly provided a
foundation for optimism. Yet,

for the bosses, there was only

one way out — a relentless

-attack on the living standards

and rights of the working class
which prepared to meet this
challenge in the only way it
knew, by developing and
strengthenmg its own organis-
ation.

in 1917 to 8'2-

‘the strike,

This explains the drive to-

wards the amalgamation of
trade unions which took place
in the  immediate post-war
period. In 1921, the AEU
(now the AUEW) came into
existence as a result of the
amalgamation of the Amal-
gamated Society of Engineer-s
and nine smaller unions.

Similarly in 1922 the TGWU
emerged out of the shell of
the old Transport Federation.
Two years later came the
GMWU.

Parallel with this, the pre-
war agreement for a Triple
Alliance of Transport, Railway

and Mining unions to stand

and act together was revived.
Both sides were getting into
battle formation and the first
major shots were fired in the
late summer of 1919, following
closely upon the tail end of
the boom. The Tory-Liberal

- Coalition provoked a rail strike

by attempting to impose a
statutory wage cut.

Ernest Bevin - general 'secietéry
of the TGWU -~
Despite
efforts of the railwaymen’s
leader, J.H. Thomas, to betray

the strenuous

the government
folded up at the threat of the
Triple Alliance acting
together.

Workers’ militancy was on
the upswing, and the struggie
was reaching unprecedented
levels to the point where
industrial action became a
political weapon.
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was demonstrated

- This
particularly by the
George’’
dockers in London refused to
load weapons destined for use
against the Red Army by the

Polish army which invaded
Russia in 1920.

Councils of action

“Jolly

incident, in which the

To stress the point, Councils.

of Action were formed under
the leadership of union leaders
like Bevin, to spearhead the
struggle against British inter-
vention in Russia if that
became necessary.

The next round of struggle
involved the miners, who
demanded a wage increase
and called upon their partners
the Triple Alliance to throw
their weight behind them. The
coal-owners  refused  the
increase and on October 16
there began a strike.

The threat of solidarity
action by the transport work-

ers and railwaymen created a

panic in the ruling class which,
while buying time, also
pushed through an Emergency
Powers Bill which wirtually

restored its
strike powers and fore-
shadowed the Organisation for
the Maintenance of Supplies.

In reality the decisive

struggle was only postponed
The ruling-

for six months.
class had bought time to pre-
pare a counter-attack.

By 1921, 2'2 million were

unemployed The ‘‘shake-out’’

had begun. Next in the firing
line were the workers in the
vital export mdustnes — ship-
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building, mines, engineering
— where chronic problems of:
lack of investmefit and surplus
capacity existed along' with
what the employers consnder-,

ed high. wages.

The mines were destined to -
e the first battlefield for the

bosses attack. By April 1921
the coal-owners demanded a

wage cut and, this being

rejected, locked out the
miners. It was now class'
against class.

Mmers

Amldst tremendous sup-
port for the miners in the -

working class, the Triple
Alliance was involved, a sympa-
thetic strike being

‘April 16, 1921,
- The Tory-Liberal govern--
nfent was now on a civil war

footing. The Emergency
Powers Act was used, reserv-
ists were mobilised,
troops were posted to indus-
trial areas. The union leader-
ships surrendered at once.
Perhaps not surprisingly,
Thomas of the NUR and

Williams of -the Transport.
Workers backed out and left

the miners to fight alone.
Betrayed and deserted, the

e - —

miners fought on for two

months and were forced to

concede defeat.

- This monumental betrayal
went down in working class
history as ‘‘Black Friday’’.
It was a colossal demonstra-.

tion of the cowardice of the

leaders of the labour move-,
ment. Moreover,
ised whole sections . of the

"working class.
Section by section, the
emp]oyers. dealt with the

‘McDonald, Thomas and Henderson legve Buckingham Palace after the fo

wartime anti-

called for ;

and

it demoral- ;

. ‘The only force which stood up’i -

.....................

\\\\\\
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| . Special constables being issued
‘unions and, in the wake of
'Black Friday, defeat fo]lowed
defeat. 3

The employers had drawn :
stren gth from their victory
over the miners. Just like they
would from a victory -now.
They took on the engingers
and virtually smashed the
remnants of the massive war--
time shop stewards move-
ment. -

Following on this, they:
inflicted defeats the
dockers, building workers:
‘and textile - workers, to the
extent that they could boast of
having slashed war-time pay
increases by 75%.

- These defeats had the effect
of dampening down the class .
struggle. Large numbers of
workers drifted out of the
unions. The tide of class
struggle had begun to ebb.




th clubs durmg the General Stnke o

-against these developments
'was the infant Communist

inside the unions to draw out
clearly - and understand the
lessons of Black Friday.

"~ By early 1924, the workers

lrise in the number of strikes

'f.

from 576 in 1922 to 710 in

reflected, in turn, the deter-
ination of workers to resist

whether at the behest of a
Labour government or the
Tories. |

It was clear that the working
iclass was going to stand its

ground, despite the treachery

of the leadershlp |
- This resolve gave new heart
nd ‘courage to the militants
who began to organise anew.
The Communist

e AN VW OO
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Party, which fought resolutely -

began to regain their ﬁghting |
“spmt This was shown in the

1924, This steady increase -

lattempts at wage cutting,

Party

St

afford half-measures,

“¢coal available,

on of the first Labour government

‘launched the National Minor-
ity Movement, a mass remk

and file organisation to
coordinate the militants.

~ Functioning essentially as
a ‘broad alliance of militants,

at its height it embraced a
quarter of the organised trade
union movement. Through its

activity A.J. Cook was elected
as secretary of the Miners:

Ee'deration of Great Britain.

Offensive

The policy of the National
Minority Movement was to
go on the offensive. Théy
aimed to turn the tide of
struggle into an all-out assault

~on the employers and thelr

state.
The policy of the trade union

leadership was, however,
purely defensive, and aimed at

- consolidating their positions;

-amidst tremendous rank and-

file criticism by being seen to

be doing something.

- This line, of course, ox;(l)y |
r.

created the ° conditions
further treachery. At a time
when capitalism could not
this
leadership of J.H. Thomas and
Co. were prepared to act only

‘on the basis of such haif-

measurcs.

They dlSSlpated the will of

the class to fight and covered

‘the coming struggle in a

smokescreen. -
The capitalists saw things
quite differently. They knew

‘what was in store and pre-

pared for it. They began by
demanding new wage cuts in

‘the pits and threatening a lock-

out. -
Owing to the low stocks of
this was a

premature move. Recognising

“their advantage, the miners
rejected

the coal-owners
demands, and in July 1925
forced the Tory government to

“back down by granting a sub-

sidy to maintain wage levels

- for nine months.

This was a partial victory.

"The Tories had retreated —

¥ 3

strategically. It became known
as ‘‘Red Friday’’.

The Tories. were quite
clear on what they had done.
As Churchill put it — “‘The
government was impressed

with the fact that the country
“as a whole was not sufficiently

informed about the character
and consequences of such a
struggle.. We therefore

decided to postpone the crisis
"in the hope of averting it or,
if not averting it, of coping-

efficiently with it when it

~comes.’”’ Or as Prime Minister
- Baldwin put it more succinct-

ly, ‘“We were not ready”’

Their intentions were quite
'clear to everyone except the

trade union and - Labour
leaders. The whole crisis of
the coal industry determined

the bosses’ and Tories’ out-
‘_.IOOk.

|
linvolved the capitalist state

Organisation for the Main-

Bosses

The employers and thelr_
‘government were now intent
'as never before on cutting
To do this

miners’ wages.

in preparations of a most
detailed character.
In September 1925

for a revolutionary situation.

‘They set up a body ‘‘unoffic-

ially’’ with the object of main-

- taining communications and
supplies in the event of a

general. strike. This was  the

tenance of Supplies.

It was made up of mlddle'
class Tories who wished to

do their ‘‘patriotic duty”’

It was joined by students and

such gutterwash as the (pre-

aged the OMS and set about

Mosley) Fascists.
The government encour-

preparing its own forces. It

divided the country into ten

regions, each under a Civil

Commissioner. 88 Voluntary

‘they
began in earnest to prepare

Service Committees were set

up to keep local semoes in
operation.

The police force was .enlar-

ged through a massive recruit-

ment of Special Constabulary

.and the armed. forces were

mobilised to guard the docks,
railways and telephone
exchanges.

Warships were anchored in

the Mersey, Humber, Tyne
and Clyde, while troops armed.

with gas were moved mto_
the capital and the main indus-

. trial centres.

The bosses meant busi-

True to form, the trade

“union leaders did nothmg to
. meet the challenge.

A Royal Commission on

the Codl Industry reported
demanding . that the miners -

accept a wage cut and a longer

- working day. The coalowners
‘declared a‘lock-out for May 1,

1926 unless the miners accep-

‘ted these conditions, o
In response the miners
.raised the slogan

“Not a
penny off the pay, not a
minute on the day. No district
agreements’’.

On April 20 a state of emer-

gency was declared and the

Special Constabulary was
mobilised. On April 29 the

Executives of the unions met

in a special TUC conference
and frantic efforts were still
being made by ‘leaders’ like

'J.H. Thomas and J.R. Clynes
"to avoid a confrontation. |

Lock out

On May 1 the miners were
locked out. Simultaneously the

"TUC conference took a poll of
‘the trade unions on their atti--

tude to a general strike to
defend the miners. 3,653,527
voted for a general stnke,
49,911 were agamst

But still the union leaders

'prostrated themselves before
. the government, begging the

cabinet of ‘‘hard-faced men”’
not to push them into a fight.

. “‘I never begged and pleaded

like 1 begged and pleaded
all today,’’ confessed Thomas.

Finally the dithering leaders
had the1r hands forced for

‘them -— in the middle of a
- conference with the Cabinet —
by unofficial direct action by

the NATSOPA chapel of the
Daily Mail, which refused to
continue printing a v1c10usly
anti-union editorial. |
Baldwin, on hearing the

news, jumped up from the
conference table and broke off '
~ the negotlanons

Even now the trade union
leaders were still grovelling,
disown the
‘printers. But the government
felt that it could beat an army

and tried to

led by such generals and,
morebver, it needed to take on

‘the workers and defeat them.’

So the strike was on.
Daily Mail

"The union leaders were
terrified. In fact, they agreed

‘with the Daily Mail — “Two
 governments
‘within the same capital. One

cannot  exist
must destroy the other, or
surrender to the other™.
great tragedy of the situation
the labour movement now
faced was that the labour

The

A J Cook, secretary of the Mmers Federation, addressmg smkers

‘leaders’ felt. that a’ working

class defeat was an’ enticing |

prospect, ~ because funda-
mentally, they feared the
workers more than the
-employers.

They deliberately held back:
the workers even after the.
. strike was “declared,

-whole groups iikeé the engin-

leavmg

eers at work until the very last
day of the strike. Throughout
the strike they: maintained
confact with the government.

Betrayal

Finally they called off the
strike ‘‘so that negotiations
could begin’’, even though the

~determination and activity of

the workers was increasing
and a whole new wave, includ-
ing the engineers, had started
to move into action.

The miners were betrayed.
Victory had been possible. But
the TUC ran away and left the
miners to fight alone for six
months. Defeated, they were
forced back to work with their
wages cut, hours lengthened
and national agreements
scrapped. |

Thus the rulmg class was

able to inflict a decisive defeat
on the working class.

This included the Trades
Disputes Act of 1927 which
contained many of the ideas of
present day Toryism including
bans on mass

sympathetic and  political

strikes and an attack on the

political levy designed to
weaken the links between the
unions and the Labour Party
by 1ntroducmg the practice of

‘“‘contracting in”’ This was
soon followed by the mass
unemployment of the ‘Great
Depression’’. And it took more
than a generation for the

labour movement to recover

from the defeat.
In the absence of serious

militant leadership, the class.

was defeated and demoralised
not so much by the prepara-

Advertisement

A collection of
articles on the
history and theory
of the general
strike.

-Available from PO
Box 135, London
N1 ODD, price
20p plus postage.

picketing,

tions and strength of the
enemy, as by the eagerness:
of its ewn leaders to throw in-
the sponge.

"~ The lessons for today are
obvious. If the miners are

defeated then the whole class

will feel the effects of it, prob-

ably for a long time to come.
We must not let the mmers

be Geledtcu. c-

AEVDLETION

VOTE

LABOUR

"Labour election poster

December 1923 .
- The short-sighted TUC

‘leaders who refuse to mobilise

the strength of the labour

“movement to help the miners

win, do the same work today
that their predecessors did in
1926. We cannot rely on any of
these people. Unfortunate-
ly there is only one Arthur
Scargill at the top of the trade

“union movement. The rank

and file of the unions must
organise. |

~ Right now the main thing is
to support the miners
financially and on the picket
lines. In the longer term we
must organise the rank and
file to transform the labour

~ movement from top to bottom.

The fact tht the miners have
been left to fight alone for over
four months is the latest proof
that this transformation is
long overdue.




'._._PHO TO: JOHN HARRIS

-'IN THE last .two articles I

. Socuahst 'Organi-ser no.

have argued that the state is

not neutral, but is tied to the

interests of the ruling class.
“What is the ruling class?

A hundred different defini-

~ tions could be given of the ‘top

‘but

"Wrong nght

‘people’, bv differeit aspects of

their pnvﬂege and power,
underlying all
aspects is their wealth.

- Money, as Shakespeare put
1t “‘will make black white, foul

fair,

old young, coward valiant . . .
Will knit and break religions,
bless the accursed;

Make the hoar leprosy adored,
place thieves

-And give them title, knee and

approbation
With senators on the bench.

Or as Marx put it, money is
the ‘‘god among commodi-

‘ties.”” Those who own money
are therefore gods among
people.

Inequality

Although the 'inequaiity of

wealth in Britain has de-

creased somewhat this cen-

tury, the top 1% of the popu-
lation still own 23% of all

private wealth, and the top
59, 45%.

.~ lation owns only 16% of the

wealth. |
These figures, howeVer,
understate the real inequal-

" ities between classes. The top

5% have not only more wealth
than the bottom 75%, but a
different sort of wealth.

The top 5% account for 96%
of all  personally-owned

those

base noble, :

bottom 75%
5%

At the other end of
-the scale, 75% of the popu-

~working class”

 the state;

187 July 12 1984 Page 8

Martin Thomas looks at
the British ruling class.

‘'shares. They also own all the

‘family firms’ except the

tiniest. | |
" Now compare 1000 people

who each own, say, a house,
some household equipment,

‘and a car, totalling £30,000

each; and on the other hand
ten people each with a wealth

‘of £1 million. The ten people

~— the top 1% — own “‘only”’
25% of the total wealth:
but they own all of the sort of
wealth that gives power and
access to further wemlth.

Means of production

The top 5% monopolise
the means of production.

The division between the
and the top

between less wealthy and
more wealthy. It is a division
between those who live by
selling their labour power,
and those who live off their
ownership of the means of
production. It is a division
between the worker and the

boss.

~ Now among this wealthy
class, as Marx put it, ‘‘there is

little love lost in competition
among themselves’’, but they
‘““form a veritable freemason
society vis-a-vis the whole
. They are, in
short, a class, not merely a
collection of individuals.

Profit -

They have a common inter-

est, first, in the maintenance
of the existing order of society
and the stability and power of
and, second, in
raising the general level of
profit. Capitalists’ incomes
depend partly on their individ-
ual business wits but also on
the general level of wages and
productivity. The class, as a
class, has a common interest
in keeping down wages and
pushing up productivity.

On the basis of this common
interest, each national capit-
alist class develops a more-or-
less common system of ideas,
and common institutions —
political parties. universities,
clubs, business associations
of various sorts, newspapers,
and of course the state
machine itself — which give
shape and coherence to 1ts

“class pollcy

is not just’ a division

Th‘" ﬁtneml of Joe Green, the Yorkshire miner Killed by a lorry \hile on pzcket duty'

OSG 1n

No working class anywhere,

ever, has come near the
degree of class solidarity
exhibited by the British

capitalist class in its almost-

- nnanimous support - tor the

Tory party.
Capitalist

The central core of- the
capitalist class is very small
indeed. One author has esti-
mated that the people running
the 1,000 largest companies —
that is, by far the biggest
chunk of the economy —
together with their immediate
families, are less than 0.1%

of the population ( one in a

thousand). And within that
0.1%, a smaller group of
maybe 300 people has suprem-
acy. |

The interconnections within

the core of the capitalist

class are well illustrated by
the journalist Anthony Samp-
son:

‘““Governments have never
known quite where to look for

their chairmen (of nationalised
- industries) .

. . but when in
doubt they turn to bankers . . .

‘““The most pervasive influ-
ence was that of the Hill
Samuel bank, the merger

created by Sir Kenneth Keith

in 1970 . . . when Lord Mel-
chett, the head of the Samuel
half of the merger, lost out to

Keith he was given British

Steel as a consolation prize.

‘““Keith himself assembled a
board of industrialists and ex-
civil servants with close links
to the Department of Trade,

‘whose permanent secretary,

Sir Peter Thornton, soon
became a director of Hill
Samuel. Keith was on the
board of British Airways, and
was later followed . by his
friend Frank McFadzean,
the joint head of Shell who
became chairman of British
Airways, which he ran for two
days a week from the Shell
building .. ..

‘““At the same time Sir
Charles Villiers, from Lord
Kissin’s bank Guinness Peat,
was taking over British Steel
in 1976 from Melchett. Sir
Kenneth Keith in the mean-
time had taken on another
nationalised industry, Rolls
Royce, which he ran for eight
years until 1980 when he was
succeeded by . . . McFadzean.

‘““When the Conservative
government planned to sell
off British Airways, the City

was not -surprised that the -
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- bankers chosen for the task

should be . . . Hill Samuel.”’

The capitalist class also
reproduces itself to a large
extent,  through inherited
wealth and privilege.

Of people who died leaving

£100,000 or more between
1956 and 1973, 49% had had
fathers who died leaving
£100,000 or more. (And many
of the rest, of course, may
have inherited wealth from
more distant relatives).

0xbridge

Somethmg like 1% of the
population goes to Oxford or
Cambridge university, and
something like 2% to the top
public schools. Yet this tiny
minority dominates not only in
the state machine — as we
have seen — but in the top
circles of the economy.

In 1982, all five chairmen of

the big banks had been to one
or another of two schools —
Eton and Winchester. .

Out of the 18 chairmen of top
merchant banks, 13 had been
to top'public schools (8 to Eton
alone) and/or  Oxbridge.
9 out of 12 insurance company.
chairmen came from that sort
of background

Eton

When Lord Poole, boss of

the merchant bank Lazards,
was asked how he had avoided
getting caught in the financial
crashes of 1974, he replied:

““Quite simple: 1 only lent

‘money to people who had been

at Eton.”’ |

The chiefs of industry are
drawn from a wider range of
backgrounds than those of
finance: but one-half of the
directors of the largest indus-

‘trial companies in 1970 had

been to public schools, and
one-sixth to  Eton alone.
39% of those directors were
from ‘a propertied or wealthy
background’
25% from well-off professional
families.

The capitalist class is not the
same as a feudal elite defined
primarily by inheritance;
and other capitalist classes —
for example in the US — are
much more open than the
British to new blood, without

‘that openness making them

one whit less capitalist.

The self-reproduction of the

capitalist class from genera-

- tion to - generation,- however,
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tically all
today are owned by a multi-

Jan -

ism to

and a further

‘helps to cement its cohesion

and sense of identity.

Despite all this,
writers nave argued that the
capitalist class is withering
away or has withered away.
Three main facts are cited to
support this argument.

1. Ownership has been
separated from control. Prac-
big companies

tude of shareholders, who
have little control over com-
pany affairs, and controlled
by managers who do not
own the companies.

2. Moreover, a large propor-
tion of shares are owned not
by individuals but by institu-
tions. By the end of 1978, 38%
of UK company shares were

~owned by pension funds or

insurance companies.

. MacGregor

3. Many of the biggest
companies are state-owned.
MacGregor, after all,
does not own the coal mines.

All these facts add up to the
decline of the individual
capitalist — but not of the

| capltahst class!
In class terms ownershlp.

and control have not been sep-
arated. Top managers receive

incomes far over the top of -

any salary scale. lan Mac-

Gregor, for example, gets
between  £200,000 and

£350,000 a year, and many

private industry managers
get more. They all own large
amounts of wealth —  very

- often in the form of shares
in the companies they man-

age. |
When companies are nation-
alised under the present

- system, the same class con-
- tinues to run them.

They
switch from private capital-
state
Usually nationalised concerns
are run at a loss — so that the
workers in those concerns are

effectively producing profits,

not for their own employers,
but for other businesses.that
benefit from juicy contracts,
cheap supplies, or streams of
interest payments.

Insurance compames and
pension funds give capitalists
the possibility of bringing
together the small savings of

thousands into one mass. Each

small nest-egg i1s not big
enough to act as capital —
wealth that produces further
wealth -— but the collected

some

capitalism. -

Trzmty' College May :'Ball: the young upper cIass

terest

mass is big enough This
represents a strengthening of

the &conomic power and

oll\r

privilege of the capitalists, not

a weakening!

But the decline of the
does
- prove something. The 19th

individual capitalist
century factory. owner com-
bined the functions of owner of
wealth and organiser of pro-

duction in one person. Modern,

capitalism has separated those
functions. The organisation
of production in a modern
capitalist enterprise is not

done by the owners of the

enterprise, nor even by the
top managers, but by salaried

employees.
The whole process of
production is highly inte-

grated, socialised, tied up with

‘the state, and bureaucratised:

but it is given its chaotic,

wasteful, specifically capitalist

character by the fact that it is

the top 3% of wealth-owners.

This economic structure is
more than ripe for socialism —
for the working class to impose .

common ownership of the
means of production and
replace bureaucratic manage-
ment by democratic workers
management.

In the days of early capxtal-

ism, when thousands of small .

capitalists ran  individual

‘businesses, it was not at all

clear that welding the econ-
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 all carried on for the benefit cf -

omy into a single unit, to be -

run by the working class accor-

ding to a common plan, was a -
feasible replacement for the

regulation of the economy

by the laws of the free market.
‘Today even ‘the capitalists

themselves recognise the need

for social planning of produc-

tion. Only under the rule of
the working class can that

- planning be made ratlonal and

democratlc. -
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A SERIES of strikes by black
miners have hit the gold, coal
and mineral mines of South

Africa. At present, there is a

strike by 1700 miners for
higher wages. Earlier this year
1000 workers downed tools for
two hours in sympathy with
two co-workers who died

‘repairing a lift cable.

One worker was dismissed
for participating in the action,
but was reinstated after a
strike in his support.

-At a platinum mine, 1500
workers went on strike over

“the dismissal of seven workers

who demanded that a racist
supervisor — who called them
‘kaffirs’ — be transferred.
Subsequently, the strikers,

who made up practically the |

entire workforce, were all dis-

missed.
In 1982 and 1983 there were

‘a large number of wildcat

stoppages which the employ-
ers blamed or: ‘factional’ dis-
putes between miners of

‘different tribes.

In one case pohce arrested
about 100 gold miners who

- were part of a 1800 man shift
- underground

who blocked
tunnels in support of their call
for a strike over wages.

In another instance there
was a ‘riot” by about 100
miners in which eight were
shot dead by the police.

" In another, 12,000 workers
went on strike following unil-

ateral salary increases
imposed by the Chamber of
~Mines for one company

which were significantly lower

‘than salary. increases won by

workers in the largest of the
mining companies, Anglo-
American.

‘The workers broke out of the
hostels where they had been

locked up by the company’s
security -guards. The police
shot six of them dead.

There is nothlng new about
fierce dlsputes in the South
African mines. What is new is
the re-emergence of a black
miners’ union. One union in
particular, the National Union
of Mineworkers, has organised

between 70 and 100,000 black

miners in the last two years.
Under the leadership of

their  general-secretary,
Cyril Ramphosa, they are
demanding a 25% wage

increase for all 480,000 black
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‘Black

~declared itself to be

By Bob Fine

miners (not just their own
members) and the Chamber of
Mines (a syndicate of the min-

ing houses) has unped its offer
to 14%. Theunionhasformally.

‘in dis-
pute’, a necessary first step
towards declaring a legal
strike. In the making is the
first legal strike by black
miners in South African
history. The union called a
special delegate conference to
prepare for action.

The re-emergence of a black
miners’ union has come in the
wake of the growth in the last
ten vears of an independent
non-racial trade union move-

‘ment among black industrial

workers. Until recently, the
mining houses had success-
fully resisted union organisa-
tion among its workers. The
vast majority of black miners
are ‘migrant’ workers whose
families and homes are either
in the ‘homelands’ or in
foreign countries like Zaire,
Mozambique, Botswana, etc.

They are brought, over on
fixed contracts and have to
return home when they expire
(usually after a year or two).
They live 1n compounds or
hostels that are heavily guard-
ed and cut off from the outside
world. Access to these workers
by union organisers is thus
very difficult.

In 1982 unions were allowed

into the mines by the Cham-
ber . of Mines under the

impetus of the massive,
monopoly company, Anglo-
American. Why? Partly

Because of the fierce conflicts
which were occurring in the
mines in the absenee of any
institutionalised channels of
negotiation; partly because the
mines now require a more
stabilised and skilled black
workforce to handle its new
machinery; partly because
they are beginning to replace
expensive white skilled
workers with blacks; partly
because even the white-
dominated craft union, the
Boilermakers, called for black
unionisation; and  partly
because the mines were an
anomaly in the context of the

 general development of black

trade unionism.
The mmeowners did thelr

’ . » 2 Vv

"to the mines.

but pressure from below has

clearly pushed the NUM to the

left.

The NUM has negotlated a
number of recognition agree-
ments with compantes like
Anglo-American. They have
led a strike in the homeland of
Bophuthatswana when Union
Carbide, hiding behind the
refusal of the ‘government’ of
Bophuthatswana to allow
South African trade unions-to
operate, denied the NUM
recognition.

They have adopted a fairly
successful legal strategy to
counter the appalling death
rate among black miners.

About four miners in every

thousand — most of whom are
in the prime of their youth —
die each year while on contract
The issue of
compensation for deaths, of
pension rights for the families,
of money to transport the body

“home, etc., is a key one for the

workers.

Dikko and the rzp of system

By Colin Foster

UMARU DIKKO, so the
Nigerian government says,
took £1 billion from the Niger-
ian state. Other exploiters in
exile are said to have run up
fortunes totalling £3 billion.
The Nigerian government
may be swelling the figures so
as better to pin the blame for

the failure of Nigeria’s oil

boom to benefit the mass of
people on a few scapegoats.
There is, however, little
reason to doubt that Dikko and
others were looting the
national treasury on a huge
scale. |
$25  billion poured into
Nigeria in oil export revenue in
the peak year of 1980. For the
great majority of Nigeria’s
90 million people, there is
nothing to show for it.
Agricultural production —
which the majority of the
people depend on — has been
declining since 1960. The
average food consumption, in
calories per head, was in 1980
9% below the minimum for

health calculated by the UN

Food and Agriculture Organ-
isation. It i1s lower now:
average. income per head is
probably now below what it
was before the second big oil
price rise in 1979,

Money was poured into
prestige projects. The major
investment in agriculture was
a huge dam and irrigation
project at Bakolori, in northern
Nigeria. So much was this

project carried out over the

heads of the farmers who were
supposed to benefit from it that
the story ended with the army
going in against a farmers’
protest and killing (according
to official figures) 19 of them.
Luxury hotels and gleaming
government offices were erec-
ted all round the country. The
Financial Times reports: ‘“‘In

~ Abuja (the new federal capital)

three large luxury hotels are
due to open this year . . . In
virtually every state there is at
least one modern hotel
planned, nearly finished or

left incomplete . . . The Con-
corde at Owerri . . . with lavish
Italian furniture, British

management, French restaur-

"ant and American-run casino

. . . and its white marble
halls, looks quite incongruous

.in .the midst. of the building .
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The union recently won the

right of black miners to refuse

to undertake dangerous work
and reversed the dismissal of
some miners who had stood up
for this right. The present dis-
pute marks significant

step forward in the union’s
~militancy. |

The mines are not as crucial
to the South African economy
as they once were. The indus-
trial sector is in every way now
much larger than the mining
sector. But the mines are still

vital to apartheid. i
- They provide the bulk of the

foreign earnings which allows
South African capital to import
machinery and technology for
its young industries.

The price of gold goes
up in slumps, so S. Africa can
ride out economic depressions
relatively unscathed compared
to other capitalist countries.

The absence of alternative

energy .resources 1in South
Africa (it has no oil) make their
coal reserves vital, especial]y

.....

e

.....
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Millions starve so e so Dikko and others can make thezr mzllzons.

site which was to have been
the new state capital’’.

On all these projects there
was a percentage for the
officials who approved them,
awarded the contracts, and
dealt with the administration.

As a source of income, no
productive activity could come

‘anywhere near having a finger

in this honeypot.

There is nothing uniquely.

Nigerian about 1it. Every
hectic capltahst ‘boom has a
tendency to spin off into wdd
plunder.

- In Mexico — where the oil
boom after 1979 acted on a

much more established and

well-structured capitalist sys-
tem — the capital city’s former
police chief was arrested for

“corruption  this  January.
‘““When the police raided his
250-hectare estate . . . outside

Mexico City . . . they found 15
race horses, 19 vintage cars,
cellars with imported wines

and a discotheque which is a

replica of Studio 54 in New
York.

‘““His house . . . on the
Pacific Coast is a palatial
mansion modelled on the Par-
thenon, with marble statues

‘and columns . . . the former

police chief had 1200 private
servants at his various homes,
all paid out of public funds.”
(Fmanmal Times).

-Something like a third of the
$252 billion increase in foreign
debt of Argentina, Bra7®,

Chile and Mexico between
1974 and. 1982 is estimated to.

1920. On

- being produced in

Socialist

given the threat of a possibie

oil embargo.
Black miners are unlikely to
be easily appeased. They live

“and work under appalling con-

ditions; their families are
suffering from the erosion of
whatever subsistence base is
left in the homelands (exacet-
bated by the current drought);
urban industrial workers have
shown them an example of
what is possible through
organisation; they have a long
history of militancy going back
to massive strikes in 1946 and
both
occasions they were heavily
defeated. Conditions have now
changed. A mighty working
class force for change is being

. unleashed in South Africa.

In the context of cheap coal
South
Africa under slave labour con-
ditions and currently being
shipped to Britain, interna-

tional trade union solidarity is' .

an urgent necessity.
‘Expressions of support from

have found its way into Swiss,
US and other foreign bank
accounts and assets. |

The same sort of thing hap-
pened in the period of the first
exuberant growth of capital-
ism in Europe and the US. |

‘Marx commented on the
shift from the 14 hour day in
early 19th century Britain to
the ten hour day: **Apart from
the working class movement
that daily grew more threat-
ening, the limiting of factory
labour was dictated by the
same necessity which spread
guano over the English fields.

The same blind eagerness for

plunder that in the one case
exhausted the soil, had, in the
other, torn-up by the roots the

living force of the nation”’

The railway booms of the

late 19th century were accom-

panied by huge swindles and
plunder.

In the US the 1876 presiden-

tial election was decided by

more or less open bribery. In

France, Marx commented on

the «regime of Napoleon Il

Bonaparte (1852-71): ‘‘The
most important aspect of this
process . . . is the percentage

that finds its way into the
pockets of the head and the
members of (Bonaparte’s)

“Society of 10 December”’

In Germany, Blsmarck
seized the fortune of the King

of Hanover and used it as his
own personal ‘Reptile Fund’
for bribery, etc. He and his
banker Bleichroder made huge

fortunes out of his 28 years at

of those
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iners strikein S.Africa

" best only to let tame unions in,

British . workers, especially -
from miners, are much needed
by the NUM in South Africa.
As Thatcher builds up her
links with the apartheid.
regime, we too can build our

links with those fighting apar-

theid and in particular with the
black working class. Direct
contact can be made with the'

NUM by writing to: |
The National Union of Mine-
‘workers, PO Box 10928,
~Johannesburg 2000, South

Africa or to NUM, Lekton
House, 3rd floor, S Wonderers
St., Johannesburg, 2001,
South Africa or phone 0102711

298031.

Messages of support will be
read out at mass meetings of
miners and are enormously
helpful in raising morale and
in laying the basis for support
of miners’ struggles here.

Protests _may be sent to
The Chamber of Mines,
Johannesburg, South Africa.

g .
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the "ilea;l of the state. In

Britain, in the early 19th
‘century, self-enrichment from_
‘public office was the openly
‘proclaimed. rule, and public
offices were therefore awarded
not by merit but by sale to the

~ highest bidder.

All these historic examples

‘'seem, however, rather tame’

beside Dikko’s feats. So do
modern examples of corrup-

“tion in the richer capitalist

states like the $12 million that
Japanese officials, including
prime minister Tanaka, got
out of the US -corporation
Lockheed in bribes for a war-

‘plane contract in the early

'70s. |

And so they are. Never at
their wildest were the railway
fevers or the Californian gold
rush of the 19th century as

" hectic as the oil boom In

Nigeria, and never in that
period of relatively free enter-
prise capitalism were the
spoils so concentrated in the
hands of the state.

Capitalism in countries like
Nigeria today combines the
vices of young, wildcat capital-
ism with those of senile,
statised, bureaucratised capit-
alism. |

One last thought. British
bankers and bosses make a
few billion each year in profits,
interest, and dividends from
Third World workers and
peasants. It is all very orderly
and genteel compared to

‘Dikko’s monster rip-off. But
1s 1t any thelessa np-off,‘?
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= Labour ‘ Party;

A fight by Labour councils?

FOR ALL its weaknesses,

Liverpool City Council’s stand

has created a new spirit among
Labour councils. -

In March even left-wing
council leaders were saying
that Liverpool’s defiance of the

government would lead to-
ruin and disaster. It didn’t. It

led the Tories to make conces-

" sions. And now the idea of de-

fiance is spreading.
The Labour Party’s local

government conference on the

weekend of July 7-8 agreed
““The delegates have
confirmed that they are com-
mitted to defending jobs and
services... . |

"“To maintain jobs and servi-
ces will require tactics of non-
compliance... non-compliance
could lead to some councils be-
ing unable to fix a rate; for
others it could mean running
out of money f{for essential
services’’ .

A united stand by as many

‘Labour councils as possible is

important to deal with the Tory
government’s rate-capping

law which comes into effect

next year. Under this law a
select few councils — probably

-about 20 — will be singled out

and legally forbidden to raise
their rates above a certain
level.

. The ‘rate rise’ option will
be definitively closed for those
councils. In that way the
Tories hope to force them to
cut jobs and services.

The Tories obviously hope
to split off the rate-capped
councils from others; to get
councils scurrying to prove
what good housekeepers they
are so that they escape being
capped; and to split up the
victim councils among them-
selves, negotiating separately
with each one about whether it
will be rate-capped and at
what level.

'So a united stand is import-

ant. And the best way to get
that now seems to be a cam-
paign to mandate as many
Labour councils as possible for
the definite don’t-fix-a-rate
option, rather than the worry-
ingly vague option of other
forms of ‘non-compliance’.

We also need to try to man-
date Labour councils for more
than that — for a campaign to

rouse industrial and tenants’

action to make central govern-

“ment maintain funding for

local services.

GLC leader Ken Livingstone

==| etter

Not the problem!f

MARTIN Thomas’s survey of
the activity of Socialist Organ-
iser groups around the miners’
strike was most informative.
Unfortunately, the juxtaposi-
tion of the reports from
Coventry -and from Birming-
ham gives a seriously mis-
leading impression of the Bir-
mingham  situation. The
Coventry report concludes by
describing the trades council
there as a ‘‘dead hand’’ on the
strike committee. The
Birmingham report follows on
from this and begins: “‘Jim

Denham from Birmingham

reports similar problems with
the official trade union struc-

ture being
solidarity activity.”’

There have been problems
in Birmingham but not caused
by the trades council! On the
contrary. the Birmingham
Trades Council has played an
excelient role. setting up a vey
effective support committee
that regularly attracts ) or

a hindrance to

LOOKED at in isolation. the con-
cessions that Liverpool City
Council has got from the govern-
ment are a considerable victory.

The calculations are not so
simple, however.

If there were really no chance
of defeating the government out-
right, then a 17 per cent rate rise
would be bad but perhaps the
best that could be got. But we are
in the midst of the greatest work-
‘ing class struggle for a decade at
least, with real possibilities of
developing into a general strike!

The Liverp labour move-
ment had a tremendous opportun-
ity to link up the fight against
cuts with the miners’ strike.

Yet. after the May eleetions,

........

.........

..............
.....................

After the Ma» elections, the demonstrations stopped and 'ih_e

while the miners’ battle develop-

~ed, the grass-roots campaign in

Liverpool dwindled to almost no-
thing. The axis was shifted to
talks with the government. The
national conference called in sup-
port of the council last month
was made into a general anti-Tory

- rally instead of a workshop for

action.

Now Liverpool has got its
separate deal — as the railworkers
got theirs.. Liverpool’s deal is
rather better than the rail pay
deal. But the chance to develop

- a stronger working class struggle

against the government has been
passed up

negotiations.

........

o :

negotiations took over. Photo: John Harris.

was quoted in the Morning
Star on Monday 9th as saying:

“'If we can’t make a budget

next spring that is within the
government guidelines, we
won’t have the money to pay
interest charges. 1 should

think the banks will be quak-

more delegates from local
union branches and Labour
Parties, plus representatives
from Midlands pits and visit-
ing pickets from South Wales.
Women play a prominent role
in the support committee.

The President and Secre-
tary of the Trades Council
have put in a tremendous
amount of work getting this
activity off the ground. The
attitude of the Regional TUC
was initially complete hos-
tility to the Trades Council’s
involvement. |

Now, however, the CP and
the Regional TUC have been
forced to come to terms with

Committee and have even
been claiming the credit for
its work! The Regional TUC
“*Saltley Gates’” demo on
Saturday 7th, was largely
organised and built for by the
Trades _Council Support

Committee.
Yours fraternally,

JIM DENHAM

~ the Trades Council Support -

ing in their shoes”’.

But it will take more than
votes in council chambers to
panic the banks. After all, sen-
ior council officials have legal

authority to ignore councillors’

decisions and use available
funds for interest payments

Attack on
accontblit

THE LABOUR Party organisation
sub-committee on Monday July 9
decided to support a constitution-
al amendment to give constituen-
cy Labour Parties the option of
an individual ballot for selection
of Parliamentary candidates
rather than the established proce-
dure,

The proposal will now go to
the full National Executive Com-
mittee on July 20, and if approv-
ed there to the Labour Party
annual conference in late Sep-
tember.

It means excluding affiliated
trade unions from .the selection
procedure, and by-passing the
organised delegate structure of
the Labour Party
something more
‘primaries’,

Vladimir Derer, secretary of
the Campaign for Labour Party
Democracy. told Socialist Organ-
iser. “It is an attack on manda-

like US-style

tory re-selection through the back

door. It is an attack on accounta-
bility. -

in favour sectional

in favour of

.. . ~-. - - -~ hd

rather than for wages.

- The banks can easily sit
tight and wait for the councils
to panic about the fact they
can’'t pay wages — unless a
fighting alliance has been cre-
‘ated between councillors, Lab-
our Parties, council unions,
‘and tenants’ organisations,
which can follow up votes in
the council chambers by indus-
trial and rent/rate strikes.

The don’t-fix-a-rate option

stands or falls with that allian-
ce. We should demand that
councils start building that
alliance now. Labour councils
have to show a bit of support
for council workers now if they

‘are going to expect council

workers to support them later
on rate-capping.

The trouble is, many of the
supposedly left-wing Labour
councils have a very bad re-
cord on this score. Islington
council, for example, is cur-
rently sitting out a pay strike
by some of its lowest-paid
employees, the nursery
workers. ' .

Without a turnabout by the
councils on their attitude to
their workers, the don’t-fix-a-

rate option could prove very-

ineffective.
It seems that the council

leaders expect their refusal to
fix a rate to be followed by

negotiations with central gov-
ernment on the model of Liver-
pool’s talks with Tory minister
Patrick Jenkin. The difference
between the don’t-fix-a-rate
option and the no-rate-rise
option is that the former leaves
open the possibility of fixing
an increased later. It gives the

council more scope for nego-

tiation — or for retreat.

Without union and tenants’
mobilisation, why should Jen-
kin give Islington, or Hackney,
or Lambeth, or Sheffield, the
sort of concessions he gave
Liverpool?

And isn’t there a danger
that those negotiations could
break the whole principle of a
united front, and get each
council arguing about its indi-
vidual claim to a bit more

money or (worse) a bit more

rate rise? -
The best way to fight ag-
ainst these dangers now,

though, is to argue for the

don’t-fix-a-rate option to be
coupled with the creation of a
militant alliance  between
councillors and the grass-roots
labour movement. |

“They are moving towards a
sort of primary system where you
vote on people you haven’t seen
and haven’t intervicwed. OQbvious-
ly it gives tremendous advantages

to the sitting MP. |
“And of course the present

- leader of the Party gave it his full

backing”’;

%
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Liverpool: half

- By Kevin Feintuck
ON MONDAY July 9, Liverpool

~ District Labour Party voted to

approve a compromise deal with
the Tory government as a basis
for Liverpool City Council’s
budget. -

I
Don’t cheer
- the peers

.

By BryanEdmands‘

“. .. and when I hear praise for
the Lords for what they did over

-the GLC it turns my stomach.

That even though in helping to
defeat the government, that we
should dllow the short-term gain
that it might offer us for embarr-

- assing the Tories to give any legit-

imacy to a chamber whose sole
justification is that they might
make life difficult for Mr. Jenkin
and then, [when] reinforced by
popular approval [move] to deny
us when we try to dv something

real.” ~
Tony Benn, speaking in Notting-
ham last weekend.

THE crowing by Neil Kinnock,
Ken Livingstone and other similar

left wingers a couple of weeks ago

when the House of Lords voted
down the gavernment’s so-called
paving Bill — intended as an initial
move in abolishing the GLC and
the six English metropolitan

~ counties by cancelling next year’s

council elections - is reckless,
unthought-out, short sighted and
unprincipled. Benn is right,

As he points eut, if any future
Labour government made moves
to introduce legislation that ran
counter to -the interests of the

ruling class; then the House of

Lords could quite legitimately (in
its own terms) cite the present
Labour Party leadership’s support
for its ‘recent action as a
precedent to block such reforms
— and thus in so doing provide a
Parliamentary rallying call for the
forces of reaction. -
Besides which, of course, what
about the present Labour Party
policy concerning the Lords?
Labour’s last manifesto commit-
ment in June 1983 stated quite
clearly “We will also introduce an
early Bill to abolish the legislative
powers of the House of Lords.”
This is a demand that all

socialists should support. Whether
it could be done through Parlia-
ment

itself as Benn thinks —
that’s another question.

So why all the cheers for this
long outmoded, undemocratic,
Church and Tory backwoodsman
dominated privileged elite that
should have been overthrown
centuries ago?

- . . . - . - N - .
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‘Become a supporter of the Socialist
Organiser Alliance -- groups are establi- .
shed in most large towns. We ask £1.50 a

month minimum (20p unwaged) contri-
‘bution from supporters.

-based campaigning

| want to become a Socialist Organ-
iser supporter/ | want more inform-

ation.

Name .....cocevvvevennnnene. rrvasseanan presasses

Address

......................................................

SGll Send to Socialist Organiser, 28
¥ Middie Lane, London N8 8PL.
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a victory

The council had been pledged
to defying the government, and
m April the Labour councillors
proposed an ‘illegal’ budget. The
‘illegal’ budget was defeated by
the votes of six Labour renegades
on the narrowly-balanced council,
and Liverpool was left without a
budget. . |

After' local elections in May
a clear majority was won on the
council for the District Labour
Party policy of defiance, but the .
council leaders delayed making a
budget while talks were conduc-
ted with Tory minister Patrick
Jenkin. .

‘Three factors persuaded the

~ District Labour Party to vote fo

the compromise package. -

- Firstly, it represents serious
concessions by the government,
and will allow jobs and services to
be maintained. |

Secondiy, although many Lab-

~ our supporters will not be happy

about the rate increase, it has to

‘be said that 17 per cent is well be-

low the increase involved in the
cuts packages proposed by the.
Liberals and Tories.

Finally, if the District Labour
Party had decided to fight for fur-
ther concessions from the govern-
ment. it could have won only by
strike action on a massive scale.

- Given the attitude from lead-
ing members of the GMBU and:
NALGO at the meeting, it was
clear that the council unions were
not prepared to give the necessary
lead in continuing:that strategy.

~ The reason why there was not
the potential to develop a move-
ment to fight for further gains are
quite clear. -

The campaign in Liverpool
had succeeded in mobilising tens
of thousands for days of action.
But these have been essentially
isolated incidents, witn the vast
majority. of activists being used as
a stage army to be wheeled on
and off at the whim of the J~cal
bureaucrats. o ~

What has -been . lacking
throughout has been a broad-
body with
roots throughout the whole of the
working class. It is likely that if
such an organisation had taken
shape in the 14 months since Lab-

- our took office, there would have

been no need to compromise with
the Tories.

Such a body, organised from
the base upwards, would have
guaranteed the active. ongoing
participation of many people who
are neither members of the Lab-
our Party nor of affiliated unions.

In the absence of such anorg-
anisation, to vote against the
package was an arid and meaning-
less act. - ~

Liverpool has helped to break
one Tory minister. We have

- shown that the government can
“be forced to concede.

If the
experience is repeated up and

- down the country next year, and

if the campaign is run by bodies -
representing the whole of our
class, then not only can the Tories
be crushed — the labour move-
ment itself can be changed in the

process.

- y s -
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S. London Occupled

SOUTH London Hosmtal is occu-.
pied to stop closure, It is the only

‘hospital in the country 'run for

women and by women.,
What is needed now is support

from the health service unions for
te workers- who have refused to

accept closure or transfer,
What to do.

‘1. Support the pickets. Get

your union branch, Labour Party

Support St. Leonards

.............

...........

Statement issued by Hilda Kean,
Borough
Council and Jo Thwaites and

Leader of Hackney
Councillor Dinah
members of City
District Health Authority,

‘Motley,

nomin-

ated from Hackney Borough
Council.

We fully support the occupation

of St Leonard’s Hospital by
workers and local resrdents in
order to keep it open. Last year
over 10,000 local people signed a
petmon to keep St. Leonard’s

open, yet the District Health

Authority, consisting mainly of
people who do not live in
Hackney and will never have to
use our health services, want to
close the hospital by August 1.

We have spent time at the
occupation and everything is
normally The only
difference is that the adminis-
trators, whose work consists of

- running the hospital down in pre-

paratlon for closure on August

| 1, are not allowed in.

Miss Hibbs, the
Nursing Officer, " visited the occu-
pation on Wednesday July 4 and
saw for herself how St Leonard’s

is being run by the workforce.

~SPOTLIGHT—

St Leonards Hospital u occupation. Photo: StefanoCagnom IFL.

and Hackney

District.

war, women's group, etc on the -

plcket line. _

2. Lobby your GP to refer pa’t-
ients to the ho ital (there is no
waiting list!) |

3. IlI, expecting, had an acci-
dent? Make yourself a patient at
the women’s hospital.

For donations and offers of
help write to 19 Vardens Road,
London SW11.

She said that she was satisfied
that the patients were being well
looked after. ' -

We are appalled that the DHA
has seen fit to call in Mr Fowler,
Secretary of State for Sogial
Services, and the courts to eject
the local people and health
workers who want to save the

hospital. |
e fact that an entire union
— NUPE -~ along with a few

named people, some of whom
work at St. Leonard’s, have been
served with an injunction which
seeks to prevent them from keep-
ing the hospital open, sets a dan-
gerous precedent. This affects
every member of the trade union
movement and attacks their right
to fight for their jobs and local
hospital services.

We deplore the use of the
courts to attack the livelihood of
working people. Last week we
saw people threatened with
charges of vagrancy (an antique
law brough
Napoleonic Wars) for collecting
money for miners, This week we
have workers local people and an
entire union bemg banned from
their own hospitals. Next week

following two

t in at the time of the.

By Peter Gnlman

‘ WHEN the Daily Star .reported

that the Soviet oil tanker Fedor
Poletaev was delivering 50,000
tonnes of oil to the Kings North

- power station it highlighted the

great weakness of the miners’
strike — their failure to stop coal
and oil imports into Brltam if
the miners cannot stop coal and

~alternative fuels coming in they

can be beaten.
- In an article in the Daily

Mirror entitled “Tory Plan to

crush miners” it was stated energy
secretary Peter - Walker was
masterminding a plan to flood
Britain with imported coal “To

- keep the miners in their place”.

The article appeared on October

19 1983, four and a half months
before the strike began.
It is now clear it has been the

intention of the Tory government:

all along to force the miners out
on strike, when the time was right

for the government and at the
- worse possible

time for the
miners, and then import all the
coal and alternative fuels needed.
They hope to get it in through
small ports like Wivenhoe, most
- of which are non-registered and
some non-unionised. This impor-
ted coal would render the strike
ineffective and the miners would
thus be smashed.

These ports are now playing a
crucial role in implementing the
Peter Walker plan and these same
ports will be used to break the
dockers’ strike when the govern-

Andrew Hornung reports
on the struggle to save St
Leonard’s in Hackney.

AT S5pm on Tuesday July 3,

workers from the hospital, St

Leonard’s in Hackney was occu-

pied to stop transfers and rally
staff and the local community
against closure.

‘Closure has been hanging
threateningly over St. Leonard’s
for about 18 months. The plan
is to close this hospital and all

the other existing hospitals in-

Hackney — an area crying out for
increased health care provision —
replacing them with a single new
hospital with fewer beds than
currently exist. The closures are
planned to take place before the
new hospital — the Homerton
Hospital — is fully operational.
From the beginning of the clo-
sure threats, - Hackney Health
Emergency campaign has worked
hard to mobilise the local com-
munity and unite workers in the

‘health service.

The long, patient work recent-
ly moved into a higher gear when,
a month ago, the Secretary of
State finally approved the closure

plans that until then had been the
sub]ect of much argument after
the authorities realised that they
were being opposed by a very
determined campaign. Following
the approval, two wards were
closed, making it necessary either
to stage immediate resistance or
give in.

Despite verbal undertakmgs
from an area official and from
Rodney Bickerstaffe, NUPE gen-
eral secretary, that the occupa-
tion would get official backing,
NUPE has cut and run at the first
whiff of court action.

Two days after the begmnmg
of the occupation, administrators
came to the locked gates-to serve
court orders on the occupiers.
One was an injunction restraining
leading members of Hackney
Health Emergency, NUPE’s area
organiser and a NUPE steward

‘Rally against plans to privat-
ise services at Hammersmith

meetings of

Since the 1940s the National

Dock Labour Scheme has guaran-

teed employment to registered
dockers. The Tory government
plans to abolish the scheme in
order to reduce wages and cut the
workforce. Nicholas Ridley has
made this clear and Donald
Singer, chairman of the National
Association of Port Employers
has been quoted as saying — “‘we
are now convinced the scheme
should be superceded.” |

-

fight

. Rodnef Bioerstaffe " \ |
from obstructing the administra-

tion and barring the health cam-
paign leaders from being on the
hospital’s property. The second
was a summons to appear in the
High Court on the following day
to answer the case for reposses-
sion made in the administrators’
affidavit.

If the speed of the occupa-
tion seems to have shocked the
administration, the speed of the
courts seems to have panicked
NUPE. Following the court hear-
ing, NUPE immediately with-
drew its support: its area officer
tore down all NUPE posters and
removed all official NUPE pub-
licity, while the steward named
in the injunction instructed mem-
bers not to cooperate with those
in occupation.

Worse. *yet in this attitude of -,

fear, a number of departmental

'representatrves on the occupation

committee whose names appeared
on the first occupation newsletter
have now circulated a note dis-
sociating themselves from - the
committee. |

Bickerswarfe’s betrayal ha$
been a Dbig set-back for the
struggle to save St. Leonard’s. At
least as important, it is a sign that
such “‘leaders” are incapable of
taking a firm stand against That-
cher. Instead of adding NUPE’s
strength . to the mounting front-
line of fighters against the Tories
— the miners, the dockers, Liver-
pool City Council, the teachers
and others — he has taken them
out of a struggle that they had
been in for about a year and a
half and shown them no alterna-
tive but the dole queue.

Speakers. David Williams,
general secretary CoOHSE;

Dockers and polzce 1972 at Np Wharf

-ment brings it about. For after
the miners, the dockers are next.

‘and all

| | - __

The TGWU have said they will-
call an all-out national dock

strike to stop the National Dock
Labour Scheme being abolished.
It is up-to those dockers

themselves, aided by the miners,

to effectively organise the scab

ports like Wivenhoe, and organise

them now. We must make them
fully unionised and fully aware of
their duty to black all scab
cargoes. Then the dockers them-
selves must ensure that no coal or
oil is imported into any port in
Britain. If the bosses and govern-

NUPL
pay action

By Alan Johnson
THE INDUSTRIAL action -of

NUPE workers at Newcastle Uni-

versity over pay 1s entering a
crucial stage.

Post sorters have been. etfec-

tively locked out but are still be-
ing paid. Management is using
casual labour more or less at will.
- The will to fight is still there.
Last week the refectory staff
walked out in reaction to the use
of casual labour.

The NUPE members must act
now to build on this mood. The
picketing should be stepped up
gates covered. A rota is
needed. The overtime ban must
be tightened up before a drift
back to overtime work begins.
The isolation of the action can
be broken by
trade unions and Labour Parties
in the area. |

All this needs regular mass
meetings. In this way the morale
of -the members can be boosted,
the isolation of different sections
can be broken. and the action
better organised.

- Messages/donations to Joe
Holland, NUPE branch secretary,
"Ancillary Services, University of
Newecastle.

door by post!

for a year.

speaking to other
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ment respond with victimisation
~the dockers must respond with

strike action, and with the
dockers plcketmg out any scab
ports.

This is the only way to stop
the Peter Walker plan to smash
the miners. It is also the only way
to stop the scab ports securing
the destruction of the NDLS. The
dockers and miners have a crucial.
common interest and they must-
act together. United they will
win, ‘divided Thatcher can smash
them both.

CPSA
strike

A STRIKE, begun on June 25, by
members of the biggest civil ser-
vice union, CPSA, at Job Centres
in Bury, Prestwrch and_Radcliffe
in the Greater Manchester area
over job losses and closures,
enters its third week with suppor-
tive strike actron beginning in
London. -

A week-long protest strike
began at Tooting Job Centre in
South West London on Monday
July 9, with Balham Job Centre
due to strike next week.

CPSA members are taking
action over proposals by the
Manpower Services Commission

(the body that runs Job Centres)

to switch from separate Job
Centres to “Job Points” and “‘Job
Shops” located in places like
supermarkets which would result
in 800 jobs being lost nationally,

~at first; if the plan is put into

operation, accompanied by
closures * and eventually further

| job losses.

CPSA leaders have committed
their members to accept the trials

‘and switchover plan though mem-

bers will not accept them if it

- means redundancies, job cuts and

clo sures.
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ATV adaptron of the novel ‘Strum et Clty by James Plunk- hospital Rodney Bxckersrar‘fe, general B address Tttt
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It includes the story of the great struggle of the Irish Transport Wednesday July 18, noon, MP; Jeremy Corbyn MP; % Please send me . . . . months’ sub, Ienclosef .......¢ ...

at Wormwood Scrubs, adjac- Michael Meacher MP, Ken § To: Socuhst Organiser, 28, Middle Lane, London N8 8PL.

ent to the hospital. Livingstone.

—

- and General Workers’ Union, led by James Larkin (above), in
Dublin in 1913 — described in an article in Socialist Orgamser
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~ Miners occupying Rossmgton collzery turn-a hose on the police, Photo

John Harris.

Not Thatcherism

By Tony
Benn

THE FIRST point 1 want to
make — and I make it with
considerable feeling — is,

drop this talk about Thatch-
erism.

This is one of the great
illusions. ‘Marxism Today’
has been doing it for ages,
and there’s been a tendency
among the Labour Left to
talk about ‘Thatcherism’.
They say: let’s analyse ‘That-
chaerism’ — but I'll tell you, if
we don’t drop this talk of
‘Thatcherism’ quickly, then
taey’ll drop it first.

They’ll drop Thatcher, and
we will have invested all this
energy into the very thing
that we’ve always said we
weren’t interested in, which is
personality in politics.

If you put all that in it —
giving her special powers, sug-
gesting she’s got a new philo-
sophy, suggesting she’s popu-
lar, suggesting she’s really got
somethmg nobody else has
got — then it’s a tribute to a
strength that she doesn’t
actually have.

And ther gfo’re my first
point is: don’t go along that
road.

Our task is to rebuild and

to renew the labour move-
ment. At least we’re luckier
than Keir Hardie was when he
went to the Trade Union
Congress in Dundee in 1883.
He tried to get them to set
up a Political Action Commit-
tee which eventually led to
the Labour Representation

Committee.

Henry Broadhurst, who
was the General Secretary of
the TUC at the time, a man
from whom Len Murray is
probably descended, went to
the TUC and condemned
irresponsible men who caused
division in our ranks. That
was Keir Hardie he was talk-
ing about.

What Keir Hardie was try-
ing to do is what has to be
done. And if it can be done
once, it can be done again.

The second thing we’ve

. got to realise is that the poli-

tical situation has been total-
ly transformed since 1983.
If we had been meeting on
July 7 1983 there would
have been all the gloom and
doom that has become the
profession of, I fear, some
members  of the Party...
‘Tony, you don’t seem to

realise how bad the defeat

was’.

Well, I lost a seat after 34
years and I know how bad
the defeat was in 1983. We
were very badly beaten on
polling day.

The reason for that is very
important. Was it because
there were people like Keir
Hardie who caused division
in the ranks? .Those argu-

~ments are 100 years old.

Continued on page 4

occupation is
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OVER 100 workers at Cammell
‘Lairds shipyard in Birkenhead are

in their third week of occupying
a gas rig and a frigate in opposi-
tion to enforced redundancies and
the threat of closure of the yard.

The gas rig was taken over on
Wednesday June 27 after it was
discovered that management plan.
ned to have it towed away to
France even though there was
months Qf work left for Lairds
workers.

The frigate was taken over on
Tuesday July 3 to step up the
action and also to prevent it going
out on trials and not returning.

As a result of the action. ab-

out 2000 other workers have been

laid off.

Support for the occupation
outside the yard is strong. The tug
boat and gig boat workers pledged
not to help remove any vessel

from the yard. The British Ship- |

builders shop stewards national
combine committee is calling for
a national lay delegate conference

in line with the policy of support-

-ing anyone fighting "enforced

redundancies.

Finance and messages of sup-
port have come in from local
Labour Parties, from Liverpool
dockers, container workers, un-
employed groups, and miners,
and many others.

Support also came from a
meeting at Boia miners’ welfare
on Thursday July 5. Delega

tions
have been organised to the Clyde

and Tyne shipyards.

One thorn in the side of the
Birkenhead’s so-
called Labour MP, Frank Field.
He appeared on. television saying
that the occupation should bhe

— e —rﬂt"—v-h_'__q,.:#:ﬁ—.-hp-o__.._\_“_h

A Yo e (o] [{ g Dockers
rganiser |

THE ground is catchmg fire
under Mrs Thatcher’s feet.

- 35,000 dockers have now join-
" ed the miners, to take on the
Tory government in a fight for

‘jobs.

~ tempt by a judge to meddle in the
‘affairs of the NUM brings the
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By Lol Duffy

ended and it was playing into the
hands of those who want to close
the yard.

The occupation committee re-
acted by sending delegates to a
meeting of officers of Wirral Dis-
trict Labour Party, Birkenhead
branch Labour Party (at which
Field was speaking), and Birken-
head constituency Labour Party
executive committee, calling on
them to pledge their support for
the occupation and condemn
Frank Field’s statement. The offi-
cers of the DLP put out a press
statement  dissociating . from
Field, as did Birkenhead branch.

At the BirKenhead branch
Field tried to say that his state-
‘ment had been misinterpreted and
what he really meant was that tac-
tically the occupation should have
been on the frigate and not the
Two days later, at a meeting

g,
w1th Tory rmmstet Heseltme ab-r

“Lairds shop steward Lol 'Du 1y

At the same tlme a bmtal at- |

. working class. -And they
- come much stfonger. than the

join jobs fig

By John O’Mahony

possibility of a full-scale confront-
ation between the

our movement and the govern-

ment — that is, a general strike —

The NUM leaders are
refusing to let the courts tell them

nearer.

how to run the union.
‘The dockers’ strike means that
one of thie Tories® worst fears is

now a reality: a stand up fight

with two strong sections of the
don’t

dockers, who defeated the Heath
government and immobilised its

| anti-union laws back in 1972,

The dockers’ strike comes
directly out of the miners’ strike.
Dockers at Immingham refused to
unload iron ore in an act of soli-

darity with the miners. So the Bri-

tish Steel Corporation tried to un-
load it using non-dockers. Dock-
ers saw this as a direct attack on
themselves. The result is the first
national docks strike for 12 years.

Dockers know that they are
targeted by the government for

drastic changes in their conditions

~and job security, If the clash had

not come now, it was sure to
come soon.

Since 1947 dockers in most
ports have been ‘registered’ with
the National Docks Labour
Board. The end of casual iabour
in the docks allowed dockers to
build up a great tradition of mili-
tancy and a Hhigh level of job
security.

- Barring ‘serious mlsconduct a
docker had a job for life.

The bosses have tried many

- ways to destroy the National

Dock Labour Scheme. The strike
in 1972 was to stop them remov-

- ing dockers’ work from the area

DR

. D

Photo - John szth (IFL)

Lalrd workers occupy

out securing naval work for Lairds
Field said that those occupying
the vessels were a tiny minority of
hotheads and Heseltine should
ignore them. - |
Field has definitely made him-
self some determined enemies in
his campaign to be de-selected.
Despite Field the occupation
is solid and determined to fight
for a victory at all costs. Manage-
ment have sent a letter out to
those laid off to encourage them

- to cross the picket line. They are

also consulting with their solici
tors and no doubt the Tory gov-
ernment over the possibility of

issuing  writs  against the
occupation.
Support has to be given to

the occupation. All the yards
should be called out against enfor-
ced redundancies. Pressure must
be put on the Shipbuilding Nego-
tiating Committee of the Confed
to make that call, and if they
don’t do it, then the combine
committee should

You can put pressure on un-
ion leaders, MPs, etc to declare

full support for the occupation,

get your organisation to send a
donation/message of support to
the occupation, invite a speaker
to your meetings, Or oOrganise
meetings in support of the occup-
ation. Those taking part in the
occupation are determined to
win.Your help will guarantee a
victory.

Donations, messages, or re-

quests for speakers to Lol Duffy,

Cammell Lairds Occupation Com-
mittee, 3 St James Court, Victoria
Rd, Wallasey, Merseyside 148§
9LD (phone 051638 2310 or
051-647 6122).

organised lab-

.- be the spark to

.£10 from Mary

covered by tne NDLS, to be done
outside the ports by non-dockers

Great cargo containers could be
packed and unpacked by workers
at mueh lowet' esthanthe'

dockers, ports,

In effec the dockers won an
extension of the area-covered by
the NDLS, and this was recognis-
ed by the Jones-Aldmgt n agree-
ment after the 1972 confronta-
tion with the Tories.

It was during that confronta--
tion that five picketing dockers
were jailed under Edward Heath’s
Industrial Relations Act — to be

released by mass industrial action

by about 300,000 workers all
over the country and the threat of
a general strike. The TUC called a
one-day general strike, but the
government quickly caved in and
released the five,

es in the pattern of
trade have seriously undermined
the dockers’ position. Much trade
has moved from traditional ports

like Liverpool to ports on the

" eastern coast linked to Europe —

Felixstowe, for example. While
Liverpool has declined, and the
port of Manchester, which had.
2000 dockers in the ’60s, has
closed down completely, Felix-
stowe and other ports have
grown, |

But Felixstowe and several
other growing ports are not part
of the NDLS. Thus the conditions
have been building up for a new
employers’ attempt to break the
framework of the NDLS and
scrap it entirely.

The weakening of the register-
ed dockers’ position should not

ted however. On day -

.one of the strike only 25% of sea-

borne trade ‘was coptinuing. The
port employers themselves say
that they are only slightly less
vulnerable to a dockers’ strike
now than in 1972, -

Various prominent Tories have
recently been talking as if the
time has come to take on the
dockers. Now it has come sooner
than they expected, catching fire
from the miners. |

’s act of -solidarity
with the miners has pitched the
dockers into a headlong clash
with the Tories. They are
for tees about the future
of the NDLS for both the dockers
and the miners. That’s the best
thing that could happen.

The Tories are not strong
enough to defeat the organised-
labour movement. If we strike to-
gether we can defeat the govern-:
ment and shatter both its credibil-
ity and its ability to rule as it has
ruled Britain for the last five
years — as a hostile power lording
it over the working class.

- The NUM leaders — Scargill,
McGahey, Heathfield — have all
told the Judge that they will not -
let him tell them how to ‘conduct
the affairs of the union and that
the national delegate conference
will go ahead whatever he says.

The scab leaders who recently
took control of the Notts NUM
had asked the court to stop the:
union conference until they had
had a chance to mandate their
delegates. The occupation of their
headquarters by striking .miners
has prevented that so far. The
judge did what they asked him to.

do. The union’s defiance of the
courts puts the ball back at the
judge’s feet. He can oxder arrests
for contempt of court, set the
police to stop the delegate confer-
ence, or fine the union — if he
dares. .
-~ K he dares lay a ‘hand on the
NUM, the entire labour move-
ment must answer with a general
strike in support of the miners,
A general strike is the way to
defeat Thatcher and all the little
Thatchers in industry, like Ian
MacGrego

The national docks strike
brings us a long step nearer to a
general strike. Punitive action by
the courts against the NUM may.
ignite it.
Vlctory to the miners!

= FUND—

We’ve received £221 this week —
£100 from a reader in Australia,
Corbishley, £40
from Nik Barstow LE£55 from Mike
Grayson, £15 from Martin Bar-

‘clay, £1 from councillor Tery

Herbert. Our total so far this
month stands at £866.19.
Send donations to 214 Sickert

| Court, London N1 285Y.
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