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Arthur Scargill arrested at Orgreave — in an obviously calculated move by the police

PREAD THE
PICKETING!

Onto victory!

Vote Labour

on June 14

Fight for asocialist Europe!

By John Bloxam

So now we know for. sure.
MacGregor is just a glove
puppet for Thatcher.

Documents published by
Paul Foot in the Daily Mirror
(Wednesday 6th) prove that
the general on the bosses’
side in thir fight to beat down
and starve out the miners has
been Thatcher herself. The
government has orchestrated
the way other wage claims
have been handled so that
other workers would not
fight at the same time as the
miners, thus facing the govern-
ment with an industrial war
on two fronts.

British Rail chief Robert
Reid was instructed not to
use the Tories’ anti-union

laws against the NUR, for
fear that he would trigger a
united fight. Then he was
told to make concessions on
pay and productivity strings.

The miners on their own
have shaken the Tories. They
knew that a joint strike of
miners and rail workers
would have crippled them.

Overall, the strike has cost
well over £200 million. It was
the main cause of last month’s
huge trade loss.

And despite the Tories’
efforts, the teachers are now
taking action. The postal
workers are shaping up for a
fight. And Liverpool City
Council is determined to defy

Continued on page 2

No compromise!
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miners

pickets

Continued from page 1

the Tories’ cuts.

Now is the last time to
relax or talk of compromises.
It is time to step up and spread
the picketing, especially at
power stations.

Many trade union and
Labour Party leaders are
openly pressing for the strike
to be culled off — instead of
working to spread it, as real
leaders of the labour move-
ment would.

But there can be no com-
promise on pit closures. It

should be made clear now .

that a Delegate Conference
called the national strike, and
that only a recall national
conference can decide when
it’s over.

The bosses have great
advantages in the striké. They
have used them ruthlessly.
But they have not got their
way. The battle is a long way
from over, but it is clear that
the miners can win.

Picketing must be stepped
up and spread, so that all coal
and coke movements are con-
trolled by the strikers and
steel production 5 halted.
The labour movement, should
help the miners - on" the
picket lines, with -money,
with transport and accommo-
dation.

Teachers, postal workers
and others should bring their
action forward, and make it a
united fight with the miners
against the Tories.

AN‘SED"

Become a supporter of the Socialist
Orgamser Alliance -: groups are.establi-
shed in most large towns. We ask £1.50 a
month minimum (20p unwaged) contri- -
bution from supporters.

Get

u},

Send to Socialist Organi
- Middle Lane, Longon N8 8PL.
--.-------------------
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Tony. We were pushing really
well. We got the police really
worried. And then I heard
someone in the police say,
‘Kick -the legs from under
them’. I didn’t know much
what happened then. I didn’t
get my legs kicked from under
me. But I went down. The
next thing I knew [ was
waking up on the pavement.

Les. The weight, the press-
ure, was like being in a vice.

Tony. 1 was surprised they
didn’t use the riot police on

- the Friday. The tactics on

the Tuesday were different.
After a while, the police
lines would part and -the
riot police would chase right
through and try and gain
ground. That way they pushed
us back, back, up the road.

On our side, after a time
someone would throw a stone
and a few would follow. I
eyen saw a mop bucket be-
ing thrown. But then you
would get everybody saying
‘stop’, and it would stop.

As soon as stones were
thrown the horses would
come through, and behind
the horses the riot police |
get the impression that some
of those throwing stones
weren’t pickets, because they

| were told ‘no throwing’, and

they did listen to each other.

With arrests, the police
would pick out those who
lgoked scared. They wouldn’t

| want to become a Socialist Organ-
iser supporter/ | want more inform-

ation.

r, 28

The police mounted a huge
operation last week to enable
British Steel to get coke from
the Orgreave depot to its
Scunthorpe works. Each scab
lorry trip cost about £35,000
to police.

Wide scale arrests were
part of the operation. At
chosen times police officers
would shout, ‘Take prisoners.’

At the end of the week,
they upped the charges for
arrested pickets to unlawful
assembly, and hinted at
riotous assembly — in law,
little short of ‘treason’.

pick the big lads out.

Anybody on the left hand
side of the road .was just
thrown down the hill. There
were dogs there — five to
ten yards apart — and any-
body who went down that
hill, a dog had him.

I’'ve been in the army 15
years, and 1 respected the
police. But after the last 13
weeks, if I saw a policeman
rolling in the gutter  wouldn't
help him — because of what
I've seen at Orgreave, and also
on my own picket line.

I got two cracked ribs in
the first week of the strike,
and that was just because I
was a Yorkshire-man living
in the wrong place [in the
Midlands],

On the very first day out
on strike a police inspector
came to me ‘and said, ‘That
dialect isn’t from down here.
Where are you from?’ And I
said, ‘Yorkshire’.

I was thrown against the
fence, army style. I know how
it’s done because I've done
it myself in Ireland — put the
arms up, legs kicked apart,
searched and questioned.

They thought [ was a fly-
ing picket. I had to get the
President of the union branch
here in Keresley to verify for
me.

And from that day I was
watched. ‘A few days later |
was dragged out of the picket
line and kicked. Two cracked
ribs.

Will the police abways he able
to stop the pickets?
No. They're

Les. stretched

Sttt

On Friday June 1 police
used the tactic of collapsing
crowds of pickets. One
picket had to be dragged out
and given the Kkiss of life to

- start him breathing again.

Two of the pickets injured
that day were Tony Thewlis
and Les Allen from Kersley
colliery, near  Coventry.
Tony’s main injury was a
broken left leg; Les suffered
bad bruising.

It was their fourth day on
the Orgreave picket line.

They talked to John
Bloxam.

down here now, because of
Orgreave.

Tony. It’s illegal to second-
ary picket, but why haven’t
they enforced that? They’re
frightened. Because they
would have to arrest thous-
ands and thousands of people.

They’re always denying
that the government is going
to intervene, but it’s evident
that the government is in it
up to its neck. They’re direct-
ing the police operation from
the central office in Whitehall.

Les. They’ll try to privatise
the super-pits and keep the
money themselves. But 1
think this goes deeper than
just trying to smash the NUM.
They’re trying to scoop
money from everywhere —
and where it ends up, they’re
trying to finance things like
Trident. They have to reap
money from somewhere else

— like cutting down on the

National Health. . .

Tony. For the cost of one
Trident look how many
kidney machines. Pcople dy-
ing because they can’t get

 kidney machines. They should

cancel Trident and then they
could buy all the kidney
machines they ever wanted.

A lot of pcople say the
TUC should act now - but
the TUC is totally ineffective.
Len Murray was spouting on
the TV about wanting to
look at the green grass and
the tives ... the hinody sod
wants to cal some grass, |1
can tell vou,

He's done nothing - look
at the GCHQ affair and the
Fddie Shah affair. Asthe TUC

X T

general secretary he should
have had the lot stopped
there and then — that’s what
his job is.

I’m not politically minded
at all — I’ve been in the army

_ all that time, I'had no political

views there. I’'m just a miner
with a family, and I want to
preserve a job for my kids.

And you get people .like
Len Murray, Neil Kinnock —
rubbish, honestly rubbish.
They’re not fighters for us;
they’re not working class
fighters. They’re people feath-
ering their own nest.

Len Murray will probably
get a lordship at least — like

-Joe Gormley.

The working class has got
to keep fighting — if you
don’t keep fighting, they’ve
got everything against you.
The working class in this
country have got to get
together, and that’s why
Arthur Scargill by-passed the
TUC. "He knew about the
TUC.

A general strike? Certainly,
if it takes that, it should be
a general strike. If that’s
what it takes, so be it.

What do you think about the
support you have got in
this area?

Tony. Brilliant. - I've been
around hundreds of factories,

and they’ve all given us great

support.

What about support through
industrial action?

Tony. 1 don’t think they’ve
been asked. The only one I
think would help would be
Massey Ferguson. We were at
a mass meeting there and we
asked them if they would
support us with strike action
and, to a man, they put
their hands up. That was at
the beginning of the strike.
But at other factories,
they’ve been bashed about
that much with redundancies
and [ suppose everybody is a
bit frightened of losing their
job. 1 don't blame them
really. I blame the union at
all these places. Even in our
own union there are problems.

Do vou think pickets should

he getting out a lot more now,
to the power stations etc?

Tony. Detinitely. At this pit
we had a misconception that

b %
Orgreave “The horse.v would come through, and behind the horses the rzot police...

e a mini Ireland’

we wouldn’t go anywhere
until we got our pit out

"solid — we've got 150-200

men working.

But as time has gone by
we’ve realised that short of
breaking their necks we’re not
going to get them all out on
strike, We’ve started to move
about, to Orgreave and places
like that. We also had some
pickets at Talbot, Ryton —
because there’s coal coming
in there from Germany and
France.

Tony, you were in the army.
Do you think the police have
learned any lessons from
Ireland?

Tony. I was in the first regi-
ment that went into Northern
Ireland in 1969 and we

" trained what were then the B

Specials in riot control. And
the police here now are us-
ing the same methods that we
trained the B Special police
in Northern Ireland for.

The only thing missing
is the gas masks, and I don’t
think they’re far behind — I

-bet they’re parked at the

back in the wagons some-
where. T don’t know about
rubber bullets, but they’ll
certainly bring in tear gas.

In Ireland, kids use to
taunt us to fire rubber
bullets at them because they
hate the Brits. They’re
brought up to hate the Brits.

They’ve seen what the
soldiers do — it’s natural
they’re against them. They
have seen them arresting
their fathers, they have seen
them flooding the villages. So
kids are bound to turn against
the police.

You’re not going to get
the same situation here as in
Ireland — with kids roaming
the streets and throwing
bottles — but you’ll get like

° a mini-Ireland. Kids are going

to turn against the police.

This is one war the Tories
are going to lose. The miners
won in 1972 and 1974 and
they’ll win this one, because
people.are more hardened.

They didn’t have the
women’s action groups in ’72
and ’74 that they have now.
You want to be on this
picket line when all the
women are there. They can
give the police as much as
the men do, and it really
rattles the police.

(741) LAYHSINVHS NILEVA




Kent miners’ wives with NALGO nursery
workers ' pickets outside Islington Town Hall last
Friday. The Kent women were invited to tea by

Sy
e

WORKER'S

‘ WOMEN . 99eT 0F

the mayor at the Town Hall, but refused to cross
the picket line. The nursery workers gave the
miners ' wives food donations.

A common struggle
world wide

I'd like to pay tribute to the
Nottinghamshire miners on strike
who are taking a leading part in
bringing this strike to a successful
conclusion, You are striking on
behalf of all the Nottinghamshire
miners, whether they are on strike
or not. If this strike were to be
lost, which it will not be, this
coalfield would suffer directly
under the policy of the present
government,

Many of the pits in Notting-
hamshire would be sold to the
multi-nationals.

We are learning now what
many trade unionists and social-
ists have said over many years —
that it’s one big struggle, which
brings’ together the interests of
every miner, and all the miners’
wives and families, and everyone
else fighting for the living stan-
dards, jobs and services of work-
ing people.

The: young miners today are
the finest generation that the
NUM has ever produced. And we
have learnt that the women, if
vou are ready, as you are, to

Tony Benn, speaking in
Nottinghamshire last week-
end, underlined the links
between different battles

make use of their skill and talent
are able to do a lot more than just
back .up the old man at home . ..

they’'re on the picket - lines,
they’re organising the soup
kitchens, they’re speaking at

meetings, and I believe the mining
community has every reason to be
proud of the women who work
and live in the mining villages.

~ We’ve learned the connection
between the miners’ struggle and
everybody else’s struggle.

1 went down to Greenham
Common the day the police
evicted those women who’ve been
camping for three years in appall-
ing conditions outside the US
Cruise missile base. I saw exactly
what you’ve been seeing in the
coalfields of Nottinghamshire and
South Yorkshire — hundreds of
police, police roadblocks, and

police turning on women who are
explicitly non-violent in what
they are doing.

While we are meeting, a man
has gone to Chequers called Mr
Botha. He is the Prime Minister of
South Africa. Why has Thatcher
invited him here?

Firstly because the uranium
that goes into the nuclear power
stations in Britain comes from
Namibia, which the South African
government has occupied. She
wants to be sure she can get
enough wuranium for nuclear
power and nuclear weapons.

Secondly, she wants cheap
coal from South African pits to
beat the Notts miners.

Thirdly, she’s learning from
the very police techniques that
Botha has used against black
South African miners.

I was in Liverpool recently for
a public meeting. Liverpool has
been bankrupted by this govern-
ment. You know why there isn’t
any money for Liverpool?
Because they’re putting the
money that should be going to

Women against pit closures |

i

l Dalkeith, c/o Dalkeith Miners”
| Wetfare, Dalkeith, Lothian.

l Fish Cross, c/o Fish Cross Miners’
Welfare, Fish Cross, Clackmanan-
' shire.

| Durham, c/o Heather Wood, 18
l Hallfield Drive, Easington Village,
|

Peterlee, Co. Durham.

Kent, Kay Sutcliffe, c/o Ayle-

sham Miners’ Welfare, Aylesham,

Kent.

Thurnscoe: Sheila Jow, 105,

Lidget Lane, Thurnscoe, Near
] Rotherham. .

Blidworth. Doreen Humber, 50,

Thorney Abbey Road, Blidworth,
‘Mansfield, Notts.
Edlington: Veronica Balderson,

[Py spm—————_— T T T Ll ke

g

62, Blowhall Cres., Edlington,

Doncaster.

Maesteg: Teresa Parry, 13 Charles
Row, Maesteg, West Glamorgan.
(Tel: 738825).

Birch Coppice wives’ group,
Wendy Coxson, Tamworth
896069

Barnsley. Ann Hunter, 5 Pack-
horse Gn, Silkstone, near Barnsiey
phone 791187.

Maerdy Wives Support Commit-
tee, c/o Maerdy Strike Centre,
Ferndale 7565 301.

Oakdale, Gwent: 82 Markham
Cres., Oakdale," Blackwood,
Gwent. 0495 220158,

Celyen = North, Gwent. c/o

|
Dorothy Phillips, 13 Thorn Ave.,l
Newbridge, Gwent. 0495 245000, |
Rugeley, Staffs: Mrs Jackson, 9
Woodlands, Handsacre, Rugeley;
Staffs. Mrs Southwell, Rugelev'
6179.
Littleton, Staffs: 6 Tower Road,
High Green, Hednesford. Linda
Platen, Hednesford 76614.
Merton, Durham. Hetton-le-Hall |
267641.
Sheffield Women Against Pitl
Closures. Kath Mackey, Sheffieidl
381594 or 454163. l
Sheffield Trades Council Miners’
Support Committee, c/o Sheffield '
TC, Trades ,and Labour Club,
Talbot St., S2 2TG. Phone 24964. |

“Tony Benn

Liverpool into buying nuclear
weapons from America. So
Liverpool, and the miners and the
Greenham Common women and
the South African blacks are all
part of one big struggle.

The same goes for London.
London is to lose its power to
elect its own government. Why?
Because Mrs Thatcher hates
democracy as much as she hates
the trade union movement.

What about the teachers?
They are on strike. The money
that should be going to educate
our children is going to build a
new runway in the Falklands.
£500 million spent on one run-
way. Why? Partly so that the
multinationals can get control of
the natural resources in the South
Atlantic and also to protect Mr
Botha in case there’s rioting in
South Africa.

This is one big struggle and
it’s not only happening in
Britain. In Germany last week-
end, a quarter 'of a million
workers were out on the streets
because they want the 35 hour
week., .

They say the police are there
to let you get to work. Well,
last week, they sacked 2,000
workers at Bathgate. Supposing
those BL workers turn up at
Bathgate the day they finally
close it. Are you going to find
thousunds of police arresting the
management of British Leyland

because they won’t let them
work?

The great saying is ‘The
miners ~ united will never be

defeated’. That’s right. but what
we’re saying in Ollerton today is
even bigger than that. The work-
ing people of the world united
will never be defeated.
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Editorial |;

Rip
up the
anti -
union

THE Tories are using their
agitation against the miners’
strike as a springboard for
further drastic moves against
trade union rights.

The Trade Union Bill now
before Parliament already
says that unions must ballot
their members before strike
action, or else employers will
be able to get injunctions to
stop them or to sue them for
damages.

The existing text of the
Bill says only that there must
ibe a ballot, not that there
‘must be a majority. But at a
‘Conservative Trade Unionists
meeting on Saturday, 2nd,
Employment . Minister Tom
King indicated that he was
considering an amendment to
say that a majority of those
being called out on strike
must vote yes.

If the Tories go ahead
with such an amendment, the
results will be drastic indeed.
Since ballots rarely get mqre
than a 70 or 80% turnout, a
65 or 75% majority among
those voting would be needed
for a strike.

The Guardian on June 4
reported that ‘‘government
sources’’ had “‘indicated that
it was unlikely that the
government would insist that
there must be a majority of
‘those being called out on
strike rather than those
voting™. ’

Even so the threat is bad
enough. On many issues —
victimisation, speed-up or
other employer-imposed
changes in work practices —
strike action has to be
immediate to be effective.

And the individual ballot
is a biased form of demo-
cracy. The decisive considera-
tion for workers in deciding
whether to strike or not is
often their degree of self-
confidence, and the balance
in their minds between feel-
ings of solidarity and immed-
iate self-interest.

In mass meetings, the fac-
tors of collective strength and
solidarity are emphasised.
The chief influence is the
views and arguments of
fellow-workers. In an indivi-
dual ballot, feelings of indiv-

i
|
| 0777 871500.
|
I

laws

idual weakness and self-inter-

est are given maximum
weight, and the chief influ-
ence is likely to be the capit-
alist-controlled media.

Trade unions have a right
— and a duty — to choose the
form of democracy which
corresponds best to working
class interests.

The Tories did try to
impose a similar requirement
in 1972. Under the Industrial
Relations Act, the National

Industrial Relations Court
had the right to impose
strike ballots.

But the one time this
clause was used, it backfired.
In the summer of 1972, the
NIRC imposed a strike ballot
on the rail unions. Resenting
the imposition, railworkers
rallied to the unions: 95% of
ASLEF members, 88% of
NUR members, and even 70%
of non-unionists, voted to
strike.

The Tory government and
the employers were worse off
than when they had started.
They might have been able to
make some small concessions
and rely on the union leaders
to foist the deal on their
members. But now the union
leaders were tied by the
ballot, and British Rail had
no option but to capitulate.

That the Tories are moving
for similar, only more drastic,
legislation now shows that
they are growing in confid-
ence and the arrogant will to
beat down the unions.

In 1972 the Industrial
Relations Act was shattered by
the mass strike movement
against the jailing of five
dockers. Hundreds of thous-
ands of workers struck spon-
taneously. The TUC called a
one-day general strike, and if
the Tories had not rapidly
backed down and freed the
five it wouldn’t have been just
one day, for sure.

The same sort of action can
beat this new round of anti-
union laws. Solidarity with the
miners is the starting point.
We should organise for a
general strike which can win
the miners’ battle but also stop
new anti-union laws and rip
up those already on the statute
book.

Notts strikers
need money

| The job of organising the strike from within Notts

| goes on with the Notts Miners Rank and File Strike
| Committee carrying out the bulk of the work.

Send money or invitations for fund-raising visits

to me at 10 Nicholas Place, Tuxford, Newark. Tel:

|
|
|
1
|
|
|
|

PAUL WHETTON (Sec., NMR&FSC)
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The CGT miners’ union unloaded
a coal train for Britain in the port
of Calais and threw the coal over
the railway line. The CGT mine-
workers’ union is organising a
national day of action on June 8,
including meetings and stoppages
at each pit head in solidarity with
the-NUM.

The Mineworkers International
Federation conference in Luxem-
burg announced that Western
mining unions had agreed a “coal
blockade” of the UK. Countries
involved include the USA, Austra-

lia, South Africa and West Ger-

many.

THE South Wales area of the
NUM has called for an all-
out strike on the Wales TUC
day of action in support of the
miners, June 12,

CPSA members at the
Welsh Office and NALGO and
National Union of Seamen
members in Cardiff, have
already decided to strike, and
the local miners’ support com-
mittee is working for wider
action.

The support committee
has also been active in organ-
ising meetings and collections
for the miners.

Barry docks are collecting
£230 weekly through a levy,
and the UAEW at the Rover
factory has also decided on a
regular levy.

Overall the support com-
mittee has collected about
£7,400 so far, plus another
£2,500 which has gone through
the support committee direct
to the NUM.

Two Labour Party wards are
doing door to door collections
for the miners, and six ward
bulletins are leading on the
miners’ dispute.

Farmers are also supplying
free milk to miners’ families.

Rail workers
fight for jobs

THE campaign against the
threatened 1,100 job losses at
the Springburn British Rail
Engineering Limited (BREL)
depot in Glasgow is now
underway after a fashion.

906 hourly-paid jobs and 188
salaried staff are to be cut
over the next three years.
This is part of the cutbacks
planned nationally in British
Rail workshops.

Other major proposed cuts
are:
*Shildon is due for closure
6n June 30 this year at a cost
of 1,100 jobs, though
possible privatisation might
mean up to 500 jobs con-
tinuing.

*Swindon is scheduled to
lose 882 of its 2,082 hourly
paid workers and 174 of its
374 salaried staff by March
1986. Closure by the end of
1986 is then likely or, if not,
735 further job cuts' by
March 1987.

*No apprentice intake at
all into BREL this year, cut-
backs in future years on the
current level of apprentice
intake, and ‘‘only limited
prospects of offering craft
employment” to the 2,400
apprentices under training.

*“Moth-balling” of all
Works Training Schools, apart
from the Litchurch Lane
School in Derby, and cuts in
training staff.

All BREL works, with the
exception of Doncaster, will
see cutbacks in their work-
forces in the next three years.

Overall, hourly paid jobs
will be cut from 22,505 to
18,100 and salaried staff
from 4,491 to 3,400.

The main causes are the
loss of contracts for new-
build and repair. work, due to
the contracts now being put

Scab

Omne of the leading strike-
breakers at Agecroft pit (Greater

out to tender, and the end of
the current refurbishment
programme of ‘“diesel mul-
tiple units”, which, in par-
ticular, is the cause of the:
heavy job losses planned for
Springburn.

But the campaign against
the cutbacks at Springburn
remains low-key.

The Glasgow  District
Labour Party passed an emer-
gency resolution at its May
meeting opposing the cuts
and calling on the ‘Party
Executive and the Labour
Administration to exert every
effert in support of the
workforce’s campaign against
the redundancies.”

* But that campaign has yet
to take off properly. A meet-
ing was held on Monday
June 4 to discuss the cam-
paign and there are tentative
proposals for a demonstration
and rally on Saturday June
16. )

But the campaign at the
moment tends to be a head
without a body, and not a
very good head at that. The
local Labour MP, Michael
Martin, is involved in the
campaign, but he is a former
Private Parliamentary Secre-
tary to Dennis Healey and
controls his Constituency
Labour Party in the old-style
Glasgow fashion, on the basis
of a Catholic “mafia”.

For the jobs at Spring-
burn to be saved it is neces-
sary to open up the campaign
to delegates from the local
Labour Party branches and
other trade union branches,
as well as injecting some life
and militancy into the cam-
paign at national levels.

The fight against the
threatened job losses also
presents a real opportunity
for the left in the local CLP
to draw in new members in
the course of the fight, and
for militants at the Spring-
burn depot to esgablish a new
leadership in the shop stew-
ards committee.

The first stage is to ensure
that the  demonstration
planned for June 16 goes
ahead with a good turnout.

Massed police at Orgreave

S. Wales: strike on June 12

Durham against pit closures

The Durham area exper-
ienced pit closures in the '50s
and '60s. Since 1953 over a
hundred pits have been closed
in County Durham, with the
loss of over 100,000 jobs.

Since 1980 seven pits have
closed — Blackhall, Bolden,
Houghton, South Hetton, East
Hetton, Marley Hill and Bear-
park. Horden is under threat
of closure.

Against this background,
SEAM was officially launched
in February with a huge rally
in Easington Colliery. Over
2,000 people listened to
speeches from Neil Kinnock
and Peter Heathfield.

Since the strike began there
have been two further rallies,
one in Seaham and one in
Thornley. The main aim of
SEAM has been to involve the
whole community in the fight
to stop pit closures. There is
now solid support for the
miners in every mining com-
munity in the Easington
district.

Food kitchens have been
established in Murton, Eas-
ington and Horden. Shops 1n
the area have donated food or
sold food at much reduced
prices. Fish and chip shops
have allowed their cooking
facilities to be used, and home

By Gary Scott

made pies are being baked in
the avens of local bakeries.

The response to the food
kitchens has been tremen-
dous. In Murton up to three
hundred people a day are
being catered for. The food
kitchens have also provided
people with a meeting place.

Apart from collecting, cook-
ing and distributing food,
women have also been on
picket lines. And they have
made a very special contribu-
tion to the picketing.

Members of the white collar
union COSA are still going in
to work. The (understandable)
abuse hurled at them by the
men has had no effect on
them.

Women

Women in SEAM produced
a leaflet specially for women
and were allowed to hand
them out and talk to women in
COSA. Some COSA members
have since refused to cross the
picket lines.

Women from SEAM have
produced a leaflet with the
heading = ““A  Message to
Women from Women in
SEAM*‘ inviting women to
attend the next SEAM meet-
ing. At the May SEAM meet-
ing held in the Council Cham-
ber women far outnumbered

' men. It was the largest ever

SEAM meeting and there
must have been over a
hundred people in attendance.

This meeting showed that
the real strength of SEAM is
in the rank and file. ’

Apart from the councillors
who' initiated the campaign,
there has been little support
from other councillors in the
area. Most of the work seems
to have been carried out by
the women in SEAM and the
rank and file members of the
NUM. Traditional labour
movement organisations such

as the trades councils and the |

Labour Party Young Socialists
have, so far, given little more
than moral support.

As the campaign grows
and more young people and
women get organised the
whole labour movement in
the area could find itself
transformed.

Within the next month
SEAM will .be organising
rallies in Seaham and "Murton.
There will be a large rally in
Peterlee where either Benn or
Skinner and Scargill will be
the speakers. SEAM will also
be extending the food kitchens
to other villages.

N. Staffs

FORTY rank and file miners
and miners’ wives discussed
the strike and agreed on the
need for a rank and file.
organisation, at a meeting
organised by Stoke Socialist
Organiser on May 24.

Speakers at the meeting
were John Lumsdon, a local
miner from Florence colliery,
Paul Whetton of the Notts,
Rank and File Miners Strike.

Committee and Rob Dawber;"
secretary of Sheffield and . -

Chesterfield District Council
of the NUR.

The meeting discussed the
experience of Nottingham,
and the relevance of their
rank and file committee to
the situation in Stoke. Nearly
all the miners present said
that they felt that some form
of rank and file organisation
was needed because of the
extremely poor organisation
of the strike at local level. It
would operate not as an alter-
native to the official structure
but as a supplement to it.

-The meeting agreed to pro-
duce a leaflet for a public
meeting addressed by Arthur
Scargill the next night.

A meeting has been organ-

ised for June 5, but already

there has been a good effect.
At the end of the Scargill
meeting, Area President Joe
Wills for the first time used a
public platform to encourage
the rank and file to take part
in the picketing and to attend
the 9 am strikers’ meetings.
If such calls had been made
more strongly 11 weeks ago,

‘and proper picket rotas estab-

organises

would not now have the
increasing number of scabs
going into Florence colliery.

The Scargill meeting itself
was attended by about 1,000
local miners, and was a wel-
come boost for morale.

But there are more scabs
going in to work — at
Florence, counting all three
shifts, about 700 out of
1100. At one time the num-
ber of scabs going in had been
reduced to about 20. We need
proper organisation of picket-
ing and maximum mobilisa-
tion of the workers to reverse
this, and stop it spreading to
other pits. )

But serious discussion of
the problems has been
blocked by a campaign
against Socialist Organiser by
a thoroughly - unprincipled
combination of the Militant
and soft left.

Glasgow

CATHCART Constituency
Labour Party on the south side
of Glasgow, has raised over
£2,000 towratds the miners’ strike
fund in two collections at Hamp-
den football ground.

The Labour Party members
who turned out were accompan-
ied by miners from Barony pit in.
Ayrshire, now threatened with
closure.

Permission for the collections
was given by Glasgow District
Council. Collections of the levy
are also proceeding at branch
level, and a public meeting is
planned with local MP John

,,,,,,

Maxton, and a representative of
the NUM. :

s e e
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Police swoop on strike activists

THE self-styled “‘anti-intimidation™ police squad have struck
again in Blidworth. This time, surrounding the houses in
massive force, the police banged on the doors at 1.45am last

week,
Women’s Action Group.

and arrested the husbands of the main activists in the

Doreen Humber, Pauline Radford, and Sue Petney spoke to
Socialist Organiser about the events that led up to the arrests.

THE self-styled ‘“‘anti-intimida-
tion” police squad have struck in
Blidworth again. This time, sur-
rounding the houses in massive
force, the police banged on the
doors at 1:45 in the morning and
arrested the husbands of the main
activists in the Women’s Action
Group.

Doreen  Humber, Pauline
Radford, and Sue Petney spoke to
Socialist Organiser about the
events that led up to the arrests.

“We were in the Jolly Friar pub,
just having a drink and enjoying
_ourselves — something which has
always annoyed the scabs. There
were two scabs and their wives
having a drink as well, when one
of them, quite unprovoked, came
over and grabbed Ken by the
lapel and..threw him - onto the
floor.

“The other scab then jumped
over the tables, and smashed Ken
over the head with a chair. One of
the scab’s wives also started
hitting Ken.

“It all happened so quickly
that the other two husbands
didn’t even have time to leave
their seats. .

“We all tried to leave as
quickly as possible, but were
prevented by more scabs at the
door. We finally got out and went
home. We made sure Ken was all
right — although we wish we’d
taken him to hespital — and we
just went to bhed because we

knew we hadn’t done anything
wrong.

“Then we had the police
banging on the front door at
1.45 in the morning, waking up
the kids and surrounding our
houses.

“We said our husbands hadn’t
done anything wrong but they
said ‘If they haven’t done any-
thing what are you worried
about?’

“They then told us that the
scab who started the assault had
a broken ankle and a probable
fractured nose. We haven’t a clue
how he got that — probably when
he pulled at Ken he fell onto the
scab’s leg.

“We haven’t had any sleep
since the arrests (24 hours) and
they are still holding them with-
out saying what they are charged
with, ~

“The police have been build-
ing up to this over the past few
weeks. They told us four weeks
ago that they were watching us.
They’ve been stopping kids in the
street and asking them if their
dads are on strike. They are trying
to wear down our resistance. It
only makes us all the more deter-
mined.

“We are having a day out in
Cambridge, courtesy of - Cam-
bridgeshire County Council. The

support we’ve had from people.

such as this is fantastic. With
this sort of support we’ll win in
the end.”

Monitoring

AT the strike centre in Oller-
ton, Notts, Pete Edwards has
heen collecting statements
about police behaviour on the
picket lines.. He talked to
Socialist Organiser.

How did you start collecting
statements?

It started with an open
letter by four of us to the
Chief Constable of Notting-
hamshire, Notts County
Council Police Committee
and the Association of Chief
Police Officers. In it we said
that the four who signed it
would lawfully picket but we
feared we would be charged
with some offence to stop us
doing so.

What happened then?
Police came to investigate

the writers of the letter and"

we were warned not to talk
to each other. The letter
would be treated as an offic-
ial complaint.

After that Colin Dixon
from Ollerton pit contacted
us about the harassment of
himself and his son Darryl.
The police obviously wanted
to “take him out”.

After that many more
people came forward with
statements. Over 100 — all
with full particulars.

Has there been any change in
police tactics?

They are now worse than
ever, They have
official pickets altogether
because they say the High
Court in London has declared
the strike in Notts unofficial.

A lot of assaults by the
police now happen when the
police corral pickets into an
enclosed space. Behind the
wall of police, all sorts of

Policewatch

Sheffield Police watch: 73, West Street, Sheffield S1 4EQ.
police monitoring group: Richard De‘ Friend or lan

Kent
Grieg Spall; 0227 66822.

ham.

stopped -

the police

things are going off.

The police now try to con-
ceal their identities by cover-
ing up their numbers with
their sweaters or swapping
their numbers around and so
on. In one incident PC 1150
went away and came back
as PC 5110.

Have you been in touch with
other people monitoring inci-
dents — such as Sheffield
Police Watch?

Sheffield Police Watch
have tried to get into Notting-
hamshire a few times and
have been turned back. A
group of four came down at
4 am to the strike centre and
collected a bunch of state-
ments. It might be an idea for
such committees to link up
first of all by exchanging
statements.

. Do you think you are having

an effect?

The police are definitely
worried by us collecting state-
ments. They would rather
have the rest of the country
thinking that pickets are viol-
ent and need to be locked up.

People of previous good
character suddenly find them-
selves on alleged offences in
order to stop them picketing
and carrying out ordinary
trade union activities. The
bail conditions are set so that
for several months they can
do nothing involved with the
strike without risking impris-
onment.

The police have got to be
exposed.

*Money is needed to carry
on this work. Send to: Pete
Edwards, Ollerton/Bevercotes
Miners Welfare Strike Office,
Ollerton, Notts.

Nottingham Co-ordinating Committee Against the Police
Presence: c/o lvan Wels, 11, Osborne St., Sherwood, Notting-

| Ollerton strike HQ is collecting statements about police be-
haviour: Pete, Mansfield 862790.

_—--___--__—--——-

Pickets at Orgreave‘ lookmg down on the poltce line

ART IN SHAKESHAFT [IFL

miners

Notts

TWO days after the NCI
reopened all twenty-five Nott
pits after the Whit weel
holiday, it is still too early t
say whether Justice Megarry"
legal judgement in favour o
the scabs just before Whit i
having any effect on the twelv
thousand Notts strikets.

The NCB are certainly try
ing to use the judgement. Las
week a number of Ollerto
miners received a letter fron
the colliery manager spellin|
out the terms of the judgemen
and urging them to ‘conside
whether it is not now in you
own best interest . . . to com
back to work and join thos
workers who have alread
returned to work after bein,
absent’.

On Tuesday there were re
ports of isolated individual:
drifting back, but the strike
remaining solid. This will cer
tainly be strengthened b:
improvements in the picketin;
organisation in the area.

There are now next to no pit
head coal stocks in the area
And the latest NCB figure:
show the strike is biting.

Output in the second an
third weeks of May was dow
on the corresponding week:
last year, by seventy per cen
and fifty-six per cent respec
tively in North Notts, and b;
twenty-four per cent and forty
six per cent in South Notts. Fo
both weeks combined the tota
loss of revenue was ove
thirteen million pounds.

Basingstoke strengthens the links

WHEN Notts miners recently
came to Basingstoke on a fund-
raising tour, they were very insis-
tent that we make a return visit.

Through the Labour Party and
Trades Council, Basingstoke
Socialist Organiser supporters
took a leading role in organising
regular money and food collec-
tions in the town centre and on
local housing estates.

On Saturday June 2 at 6 am,
eight SO supporters and two
Labour councillors who formed
the delegation from Basingstoke
headed for Notts.

A food collection was due to
be brought up on the Sunday
morning in a truck, driven by
another SO supporter.

We arrived at Ollerton at
10.30 am and joined the demon-
stration taking place that day in
the town.

The march ended with a rally,
attended by about 3,000 with
Tony Benn on the platform.
Striking miners had travelled from
every area of the country to offer
each other support. The contin-
gent from Wales treated everyone
in the bar to an exhibition of
Welsh singing.

Sadly, during the afternoon
one of the Welsh miners heard
that his wife had died. A minute’s
silence was held after which the
Welsh contingent left the centre
to board their coach.

Notts miners lined the street
and clapped as the coach depar-
ted. The Welsh miners responded
with clenched fisis.

We were then welcomed into
the homes of striking miners and
soon realised that in Notts, miners
and their families are probably
suffering more than in any other

By Alan Fraser

areas. Money has not been com-
ing in so readily due to the num-
ber of scabs.

In Ollerton itself, out of a
workforce of 1,060, 610 are
working, but production is down
by approximately 60%, since
most of the strikers are coalface
workers.

Divisions

The divisions in Ollerton
became obvious to us. A woman
came out of her house waving her
fist and shouting abuse at us. We
were told of a butcher who had
his window smashed for supplying
food to the soup kitchen, and
women who have had bricks
thrown at them by scabs.

Not a day goes by without
someone being arrested on
trumped up charges. Police
cordon off areas where they
believe flying pickets might be
staying and then systematically
search the houses.

Threats have been issued by
the . Coul Board that anyone
putting up flying pickets will be
evicted. Even a miner out walking
his dog at the edge of a forest was
stopped by a policeman and asked
if he was poaching rabbits for the
soup kitchen.

In the words of onc miner of
Polish origin, “I'vc seen it all
before — 40 years ago, bv the
Gestapo™.

But despite the harassment by
police and scabs alike, and despite
the hardship they are facing,
Notts miners show their deter-
mination to ¢arry on.

According to a voune striker,

Lee Jackson, aged 17, the young
miners recognised from day one,
after Yorkshire miners sent
pickets, the need to fight pit
closures.

They were not prepared to let
MacGregor dictate what their
future would be. He said that he
believed the riots of Brixton and
Toxteth demonstrated the frus-
tration felt by young people
today. He appealed to all miners
not to let themselves be bullied
and shoved around, and to get on
the picket lines and join the fight
to preserve their future, and the
future of all working class people.

Women

Women were also stung into
action by the media coverage of
the “petticoat brigade” women.
They have set about organising
soup kitchens and food parcels
but they haven’t stopped there.
From kitchen maids to pickets
they have been regularly on the
picket lines and along with the
men have been arrested and
beaten up.

The women are proving that
they can also take a leading role
in any strike action.

Unfortunately some men have
still not recognised the import-
ance of the women’s role and
continue to usc slogans that are
offensive to women.

- Hopefully, as more women
become involved that will begin
to change.

On Sunday morning the truck
arrived from Basingstoke and
after unloading it we attended
an open meeting in the miners’
welfare. Arthur Scargill was due
to have spoken but unfortunately

he was unable to attend.

About 250 people attended
including some scabs and a
appeal was made to them to jois
the strike.

Paul Whetton, secretary o
the Notts Rank and File Strik:
Committee reported that he hac
spoken at an Afro-Asian meetin;
and that the issue of police tactic
had been raised. They had taken :
collection and raised £50 an:
added to this a further £50 fror
the organisation’s funds.

Paul went on to point ou
that despite the distorted med::
coverage of the strike there w
still solidarity between workir:;
people and support for the mine::
was growing.

Basingstoke was thanked fc:
all our efforts and Alan Frase:
an SO supporter, was invited ::
speak from the platform. H:
thanked the strikers and thet
families for their hospitalit
and insisted that they had done
more to raise the morale c:
Basingstoke comrades than we
could ever do for them.

Sainsburys

Since the Notts miners’ vis:
workers at the Sainsburys depc
had come out on strike over .
wage claim. Basingstoke comrade
would continue to give whatevs
suoport they could to the strike:-
and their families.

The whole visit finished witk: .
game of football on the gree:
behind the miners’ welfare.

Basingstoke are organising
further visit for Notts miners
include Southampton and Po::
.mouth and contact is to be mad:
with trades councils in the Berk
shire area to arrange visits there.
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Teachers: recall union conference needed

THE teachers’ pay dispute is
at a critical stage. Two weeks
ago the NUT called out 4,000
teachers in 50 local authorities
for three days. This week,
5,250 NUT members are called
out.

The strikes have generally
been well supported, despite
poor central organisation. The
numbers involved are a small
fraction of the 10% of union
members  balloted. Many
balloted schools were furious
that they were not called out.
Even more are angry that they
jwere not balloted at all.

By Cheung Siu Ming

The NU1 Ilcadership, how-
ever, is picased with the
‘‘cost-effective”’ publicity.
They have no intention of
leading a fight to win the full
12% claim, but are merely
pressing the employers to
agree to arbitration.

The Labour-controlled
Association of Metropolitan
Associations (AMA), which
represents ten votes on the
employers’ side, has agreed
to arbitration. The ‘Welsh

A summer of discontent?

THE MINERS could have
allies in new quarters.

Already the teaching unions
in England and Wales are
taking industrial action over
their pay claim, and initial
offers of 3% made to the civil
service, NHS, and university
non-teaching staff have been
rejected.

To meet this challenge the
Tories are raising pay offers
marginally above their stated
3% public sector pay increase
norm for 1984. The 3% figure
should be seen as an initial
guideline — set deliberately
low by the Treasury to under-
mine pay demands — rather
than as an upper limit that the
Tories did not expect to be

By Bryan Edmands

Further education teachers
in England and Wales have
rejected an offer of 4.5% and
started a no cover policy. They
-have also rejected arbitration.

University manual workers
have started a round of selec-
tive one-day stoppages and a
work-to-rule over pay.

And Post Office workers in
the Union of Communication
Workers are discussing all-
out national strike action for
the first time since 1971.

They have been offered a
4.4% pay increase with strings
attached. The UCW are asking
for 5.2% and say they will

broken. continue negotiating separ-
. How the gap has _165)
. widened 160)
All other
Real average workers
earnings 150
T 1963=100
- 140
Public sector
- employees _130]
(excluding
nationalised
industries)
lrnnl%.111111111111111111111111111%120
1976 78 80 82 ' 83 |

Scurce Niesr review

But this week the CPSA and
other civil service unions seem
likely to reject the Tories’
latest offer of 4 to 5% and to
recommend holding out for
their original demand.

The unions are pressing for
7% or £7 a week, whichever
results in the larger pay rise,
and want to go to arbitration (a
call opposed by the Left in the
CPSA).

Union members are to be
consulted over what course of
action to follow and the Left

will be pressing for industrial’

iction linked to the present
miners’ battle against the
Tories.
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ately over job flexibility and
the introduction and operation
of new technology.

As in most of the public.

sector  unions, the UCW
leadership does little to inspire
confidence in its ability and
will to take on and fight the
Tories.

Misleaders

In this fight for pay, jobs
and better conditions, many
trade unionists are realising
that a struggle against their
own union mis-leaders is
necessary — and thus strong
rank-and-file organisation is
essential. ,

Postal workers, civil ser-
vants and miners are one
thing: but the Tories have
shied away from the potential
cost of confronting the nurses
-over their pay.

After the new pay review
body had reported, the settle-
ment date was put back six
weeks for further considera-
tion by the cabinet.

It is now expected that a
formal cabinet decision will be
taken on June Pto increase
nurses’ and midwives’ pay by
about 7%, as recommended.

Analysis of public sector pay
to date shows that 37 agree-
ments covering over 1.6
millior workers have been

-

reached.

Two of those agreements —
for 4.1 to 5.8% — covered
1,021,100  local - authority
manual workers. Over half the
600,000 public sector workers
covered by the other 35 agree-
ments have negotiated
increases of 5.99% or more on
the lowest basic rate.

Parts of the nationalised
motor vehicle sector top the
table Leyland Vehicles
(Lancs), 8.7% covering 6,000

non-staff workers; BL (pro-
duction), 9.9% covering
37,000 workers; and Land

Rover UK Ltd., 12.1% cover-
ing 8,500 workers.

But all these increases
included substantial amounts
of bonus consolidation and
cuts in relaxation allowances.

The increases are less than
they appear, and are more

than matched by speed-up .

and productivity increases
over recent years.

Other nationalised indus-
tries — British Steel (72,300
workers) and Rolls Royce
(24,900 workers) — have fallen
significantly behind the going
rate, with increases respec-
tively of 2% and 2 to 3.51%.

Pay

Rates of pay in the public
sector lag behind those in the
private sector in all the three
main  job categories
unskilied manual, craft, and
clerical. The reason is that the
government has used  the
public sector as the first line
in its drive to push down
wages generally.

In the wunskilled manual
category, about one-third of
agreements in the private
sector have basic rates of £90
or more compared with .only
one-quarter in the public
sector.

In addition, industry-wide
seitlements in the public
sector (e.g. local authorities,
NHS) leave no room for the
company bargaining which
often produces far higher rates
in the private sector.

In the craft category, nearly
two-thirds of private sector
agreements have a basic rate
of £110 or more, compared to
well under half in the public
sector.

The position in the clerical
category appears different,

with 61% of public sector pay-

scales starting at £80 or more
compared with only 41% in the
private sector. However when
other features such as hours,
bonus payments, fringe bene-
fits (e.g. luncheon vouchers,
cheap mortgages, etc) are
considered, public sector
workers are seen to be worse
off, overall, than the private
sector. ’

Even in terms of basic pay,
large numbers of public sector
workers are badly off. For over
half-a-million civil servants
basic pay is only £70.81, and
for 130,000 NHS workers,
£67.50.

employers (two votes) may
also agree. However the large-
ly Tory Association of County
Councils (13 votes) and the
Department of Education and
Science 15 votes) remain
firmly against. :

The NUT
therefore targeting its third
and fourth phase of three-day
strikes on Tory authorities.
The most militant sections, in
the inner city areas, will not be
called out on strike, in what.is
supposed to be a national
campaign.

Despite feeble leadership,
the teachers’ action has
already spurred the lecturers’
union NATFHE, to reject
4v21%, and to reject arbitra-
tion.

The employers’ side are

leadership is’

Teachers march for higher pay, May 9

meeting on June 11. The Tory
Councils and the DES are
unlikely to want arbitration,

even though they know that

the arbitration panel is baised
in their favour. )

They intend to inflict a
defeat on pay this year on
teachers in order to pave the
way for -job cuts next year
when rate-capping becomes
law.

This leaves our leadership
with no strategy. The three-
day strikes will use up about
20% of the NUT’s strike fund,
because members are paid
their full salary when on
strike. Yet the NEC have voted
against a national levy.

Unless the members can be
shown a clear lead on how to
fight for the full claim, demor-

alisation can quickly set in.
The - Socialist Teachers
Alliance, which has three
supporters on the NUT NEC,
have demanded national
action against government
policy, and strikes to be exten-
ded to every schcol which
votes- with the required
two-thirds majority. It is call-
ing for a one-day unofficial
strike on June 21, to coincide
with an official NATFHE
demonstration, and a NUT
NEC meeting on the same day.
STA members are arguing
for a recall conference to
revise union. rules on strike
pay and to take the pay fight
forward. Unless our

leaders are kept under

pressure, they will be selling
us out.

union -

The government is also
trying to turn low paid public
sector jobs into even lower-
paid private sector jobs, by
privatisation. In the health
service, it has decided that
contractors for cleaning, laun-
dry and other services do not
have to match NHS wages and
conditions.

Temporary and casual
labour is also increasing. In
the civil service, according to
the CPSA, ‘“‘Departmental
managements are increasing-
ly employing casuals as an
alternative to the employment
of permanent staff.”’

Anger

The Tories and the public
sector bosses are trving to
make the working class — and
particularly its poorest and
weakest sections — pay for
their crisis. They have not yet
reaped the whirlwind of anger
and resentment but all the
signs are there for a summer
of discontent this 1984,

(Figures taken from Labour
Research Department Bar-
gaining Report No. 33).
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Euro-defence: not an
Iternative to NATO

IN A speech in Strasbourg
two weeks ago, French presi-
dent Francois Mitterrand
advocated more
powers for the EEC and a
revival of the “West European
Union” (WEU).

The WEU was formed
thirty years ago to super-
vise German rearmament and
since then it has done little,
but now Mitieirand wants to
revive it as a sort of West
European cefence consor-
tium.

By the 11te 1980s Europe’s
military e tablishment wants
to introdi.:e a new genera-
tion. of non-nuclear precision
guided missiles and a whole
host of high-tech convention-
al weaponry. With govern-
ment expenditure  being
slashed it wou'd be difficult
for any Furo'.ean state to
justify enormous expenditure
on Am‘ri.an equipment —
hence the argument that
national competition between
arms producers should be
replaced by a slimmed-down,
centralised, European-wide
arms industry.

‘The Economist magazine
put it like this:

“Every pound, franc, lira
and mark thus saved means a
more efficient defence of
Europe,  plus a chance to
make a more  serious
European contribution to the
defence of the Gulf.”

The NATO “Eurogroup”
(of which France is not a
member) put forward similar
proposals after meeting in
Brussels on May 15. Such
proposals have already born
some fruit. The Jaguar strike
aircraft was an Anglo-French
product, the Tornado was
jointly produced by the
British, Germans and Italians.
Only this week a new Franco-
German helicopter deal was
announced.

What lies behind this? The
NATO Alliance was formed
after World War II to coordin-
ate US and West European
responses to .the consolida-
tion of Stalinist states in
Eastern Europe and the

statutory .

“It is quite possible that the leadership of the Labour
Party could capitalise on anti-Americanism and come
out for a programme of European rearmament as a
supposedly progressive alternative...” Paul Muddle

looks at the issues.

challenge of the colonial
revolutions,
But NATO is far from

monolithic. In  particular
there are tensions between
the US and Western Europe.
These differences can be seen
at an economic, political and
military level. .

Economically, Europe has
been. hit by high US interest
rates and is behind the US in
such highly competitive areas
as infermation technology.
The only feasible response of
European capital to the
American (and Japanese)
challenge is greater integra-
tion which would provide it
with a larger ““domestic’’ mar-
ket and make available the
necessary resources for
expanded research and devel-
opment.

Politically there are differ-
ences with the US over its
strategy in such areas as the
Caribbean and the Lebanon.
One recent example was the

- protests by EEC powers at
US mining of Nicaraguan har-

bours and the French offer of
minesweepers to the Nicarag-
uan government.

Many European leaders are
also uneasy about the rising
cost of American military
equipment and desire greater
military autonomy for
European imperialism.

At a time when the US
is increasingly concerned

-about problems in its own

“backyard”, there are many

Americans who question the
wisdom of sending a US

fleet to the Gulf to defend
what is essentially Europe’s

. source of oil.

It is quite possible that the
leadership of the British
Labour Party could capitalise
on anti-Americanjsm and
come out in favour of a pro-
gramme of European conven-
tional rearmament as a

Conference against the cuts called by
Liverpool City Council

Saturday June 23
Philharmonic Hall, Hope St., Liverpool

Invited speakers include
Tony Benn, David Blunkett, Alex Kitson, Arthur Scargill
Rodney Bickerstaffe, Dennis Skinner, Ken Livingstone

Up to five delegates from labour movement
organisations L}

Credentials £2 from Andy Pink, Central Support Unit,
Liverpool City Council, Dale St, Liverpool

supposedly progressive
alternative to present NATO
policy. Neil Kinnock has
already said that a Labour
government would increase
spending on conventional
weapons and a report in last
week’s Guardian suggested
that a Labour Party National
Executive Committee sub-
committee was recommend-
ing such increases to compen-
sate for nuclear disarmament.

Peace campaigrers must be
clear that a European milit-
ary alliance is in no way
better than NATO. The
weapons produced by the
joint efforts of European
capital have alrady been used
in places like Chad and the
Lebanon. Imperialism is the
same militarist, exploitative
force whether it is American
or European.

Indeed, greater military
research and production in
Western Europe would
actually strengthen NATO in
the long run. As the Econ-
omist puts it: ‘“a more
efficient Europe means a
more efficient NATO”.

© CRUISE
% PERSHING N

planned
missiles
sites

May 26 action

Sue Arnall reports from
Rochdale

MAY 24 was International
Women’s Day for Peace and the
women’s peace groups in the
Rochdale area decided to mark it
by a symbolic sit-in at the Army
Recruitment Office in the centre
of Rochdale.

It was to be a low-key affair
at lunch-time to fit in with job
commitments.

We wanted to draw attention
to the army’s constant presence in
our midst and militarism, as well
as  protest against  nuclear
weapons. .

We had prepared a statement
explaining this. We baked a cake
in the shape of a woman-sign and
took song sheets and guitar along.
There were 19 of us with about
four toddlers in push chairs.

We walked into the recruiting
office at 12.30 pm, and one of us
read our prepared ° statement
explaining our purpose and that
we would leave at 1 pm. The
soldier at the desk looked
embarrassed and surprised, but we
seemed fairly harmless as we
began to sing peace songs, weave a

web, and share out our cake.

We had got to about the third
song when two policemen came
in.

They called reinforcements
and then began carrying us out
onto the pavement.

My little one started to cry,
but otherwise no voice was raised
as one by one we left or were
dragged. We carried on giving
out leaflets on the pavement but
the police began to get heavy.

We were told to move on, and
those who resisted were thrown
into the waiting transit van. Seven
women in all were arrested, and
one small child.

The rest of us were threatened
with uarrest if we didn’t disperse,
and we were given no indication
of the charges or time to take
details of our sisters who’d becn
arrested. Nearly four hours later
they were relcased,” charged with
obstruction, to appear in court on
Friday June 1.

This heavy response to what
was_ clearly a symbolic, unthreat-
ening event is quite surprising. In
the past, Greenham  support
actions have been met in Roch-
dale bv a cool. tolerant police
presence. Certainly my four year
old learnt a tellin2 lesson about
the nature of the British Bobby!

NO CRUISE
_NO NATO

Britain out
of NATO!

NATO — the military alliance of the main West Earopean
nations, Turkey, Canada, and the US — accounts for abewt
45% of all world military spending, and 90% of Britain’s

military spending.

It has consistently led the nuclear arms race, and its
current plans, involving the deployment of Cruise and
Pershing II missiles, are centred on giving itself the option
of using nuclear weapons first in any conflict.

Although NATO’s main forces are lined up against the
USSR and the Warsaw Pact, it also threatens other areas.
The Cruise missile base at Comiso, Sicily, puts the missi- -
les within range of Libya and large chunks of the Middle

East.

NATO gave Portugal considerable help in its wars to
keep its African colonies before 1974.

And NATO is also a threat to the people of the countries
in which it operates. The armed forces which imposed
dictatorships in Greece in 1967 and Turkey in 1980 were

NATO forces.

And when Portugal was in the midst of revolution, in
1975, NATO forces gave a warning by doing exercises in

the area.

D-Day: what it
really meant

By Clive Bradley

ON the face of it this week’s
celebrations of the D-Day
landing in 1944 are a cele-
bration of the victory of
democracy over Nazi dicta-
torship. But dig a little under
the surface and you see they
are really a ‘celebration’ of
British nationalism.

Thousands of men and
women in Britain and all over
the world died in the Second
World War. Most of them
were genuinely concerned to
rid the world of fascism. But
for the British, French or
American ruling classes, the
fight against fascism was a fig-
leaf to cover their real imper-
ialist motives.

Before the war, Churchill
made no secret of his admira-
tion for Mussolini. During the
war, working class action — in
Brtiain or in areas occupied
by Allied armies such as Italy
towards the end of the war —
was suppressed. After the
war, the ‘anti-fascist’ ruling
classes savagely fought to
protect their interests.

In Greece, the British
army launched a campaign of
terror against the left, arrest-
ing 50,000 militants and suc-
cessfully defeating the revolu-
tion.

In France, De Gaulle
mobilised 16,000 fascist
thugs against the militant
workers’ movement. In Ger-
many after Hitler’s defeat,
the Allies for a period kept a
Nazi — Doenitz — in power;
and later thev suppressed a

movement of workers’ coun-
cils that sprang up as the
German working class moved
into action after years of Nazi
rule.

Many former colonies
gained independence after the
war — but some only after
fighting wars of liberation
against the ‘democratic’
colonialists. The Vietnamese
had to fight British and then
French colonialism before
eventually fighting the US. In
Malaya, it was the Labour
government of Attlee that
sent in troops in old-
fashioned colonial style to
beat down the independence
movement.

Whatever the motives and
aspirations of working class
people who fought in World
War II, for the -capitalist
ruling classes it was a war like
any other they fight — to
maintain their own reaction-
ary self-interest and greed for
profit.

Two pamphlets for 45p,
including postage, from Social-
ist Organiser, 28 Middle Lane, [
London N8.
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PT: The Labour Party has to
come up with credible radical
alternatives which act as some
thing positive to put in place of
the existing system. That applies
in defence just as much as to the
health  service, education or
industry.

It’s very easy to be negative
,nd  oppositionist, simply to
\ppose  nuclear weapons and
npose NATO — but to win those
Jebates you have to come up with
+ radical practical alternative.

I think the basic reason we
haven’t won the unilateral argu-
ment is that man' people, rightly
or wrongly, fcar that without the
Bomb we’d be left defenceless
and vulnerable.

JB: What should we be defend-
ing and against what?

PT: We would be defending the
right of British people to deter-
mine their own future, the right
of self-determination which all
nations and all pcoples have.

It isn’t a nationalistic argu-
ment. It's saying that all peoples
and all countrics ought to be free
to determine  their future free
yrom forcign or internal dictat.

iB: Would a citizen’s army be
scparated from the State?

1’1 No, we need a radical reform

cxisting military institutions,
w1 the same way as the Swedish,
swiss and Yugoslav labour move-
ments have achieved.

1B: But that’s still within the
framework of capitzlism. Surely
the fight against fascism, even
during World War 2, must include
a fight against “our own bour-
geoisie? Fascism is not something
separate from capitalism. Can you
develop a citizen’s army which is
based on the self-organisation of
workers, women, the black com-
munity, and the defence of their
demands, within the present state
structures?

PT: Yes, | believe you can.

Socialism

WARS don't happen simply
because political leaders are
vicious people. Historically,
wars have occured for differ-
ent reasons, depending upon
the kind of society.

A system based upon the
ownership and produce of
land. for example, generated
wars between rival landlords,
competing for land.

Under capitalism, too, wars
are rooted in competition —
but -a competition based on
profit.

The driving force of capital-
ism is the accumulation of
profit. In their search for
profit, the capitalists need to

mInterview with Peter Tatchell

Alternative .

defence?

Peter Tatchell is currently writing a book on non-nuclear
defence. He talked to Judith Bonner from SO.

Sweden, Switzerland and Yugo-
slavia have similar social struc-
tures to our own, but through the
historic structures of the labour
movement they have won a
radical democratisation of milit-
ary power. It’s not perfect but
they now have achieved a system
of defence which is basically non-
provocative and- non-threatening.
It is not dependent on nuclear
weapons, and it does not rely
upon power alliances or foreign
bases on their soil.

JB: I don’t think you can com-
pare those countries to Britain —
a major imperialist power.

PT: They are actually practical
examples of West European
countries where the labour move-
ment has made a conscious deci-
sion to oppose foreign military
alliances and bases and nuclear
weapons. )
Those countries made a con-
scious choice. They could easily
have ended up as part of NATO,
having nuclear weapons. But they
chose, and won the majority of
people to their side by posing a
radical alternative based on terri-
torial defence by a citizen’s army.
There’s no reason why such a
system could not be applied in
Britain if we persuade enough
people that it is necessary?
JB: Whom are you trying to
persuade? Do you believe that
the Generals and the military
would peacefully allow it? Rem-
ember, Kitson has developed
counter-insurgency tactics.
PT: Some very high people in the
British Defence Establishment,
much as they hanker after the
glorious days of Empire, see that
dependence on the US and
reliance on nuclear weapons is
suicidal. Like Lord Carver. I don’t

grab sources of raw materials,
markets for their goods, and
new areas to invest in. For.
the most developed capitalist
countries, their own internal
markets are nowhere near
big enough.

The First and Second World
Wars were fundamentally ab-
out the big capitalist powers
competing with each other to
grab colonies and areas for
economic domination.

Since World War 2, with the
US super-dominant, conflicts
between the big capitalist
powers have been muted. And
most colonies have won inde-
pendence. But capitalism con-
tinues to generate war.

Some 300 wars have been
fought since 1945. Big capital-
ist powers like the US, UK and
France have been involved in

many of them. Britain has

been at war somewhere or
other in the world every year
since 1945.

None of those wars have
been anything &o do with a
threat to the ordinary people of
the US, UK or France.

Capitalism's drive for profit
not only explains the rivalry
between the capitalist coun-
tries, but also their fundamen-
tal hostility to the so-called

agree with 90% of what he
advocates, but he recognises now
that our nuclear policy is mad.

That aspect of his arguments
is progressive.

JB: Yes, nuclear weapons are the
most abhorrent system of wart-
fare to be developed, but the
generals who are opposing the
use of nuclear weapons are still
in favour of crushing the El
Salvadorean liberation struggle,
napalming in Vietnam, bombing
out the PLO and supporting-
British troops in Ireland. They
want to defend their social
system .against the liberation
struggles or socialists.

T think it is dangerous to side
with those people.

PT: I’'m not siding with them. It’s
a fact that more people in the
military establishment are recog-
nising the dangers of nuclear war
and are looking at alternatives.

That’s a concrete effect of the
efforts of the peace movement
and we have to push them
further.

JB: But who will actually prevent
nuclear war? Who will stop the
production of nuclear weaponry?
Who will stop that military
machinery?

PT: It’s possible at certain points
in history radical ideas can come
from the military. Look at the
Portuguese revolution in 1974
and the British army in World
War 1L

IB: But in Portugal rank and file
soldiers turned bayonets on their
officers.

PT: There were officers involved.

JB: Due to the rank and file
soldiers’ pressure. That leads on
to your points about extension of

‘communist’ countries.
Because the capitalists are
largely excluded from the
massive markets of Russia,
China, Eastern Europe, etc.,
the world théy can plunder has
shrunk. .

They talk about defending
the ‘free world’ against attack
by the USSR. But such
people’s love of freedom goes
as far as their love of profit.
Where a profit can be made,
they don’t care what regime
rules. South Africa, the Shah’s
iran, South Korea, Chile, El

Salvador — all are or were
acceptable. )
The so-called ‘communist’

states are totalitarian police
states (apart from Cuba, which
has a milder. but still far from
democratic system). But that
is not the reason for the
capitalist powers’ hostility to
them. The hostility is based on
the fact that those states are
not capitalist. They rest on a
different economic system.

The ruling bureaucrats are
every bit as vicious as the
Western capitalist classes.
They do seek to expand their
power, their prestige. and
their -revenues. But what the
capitalists defend is not free-
dom. but profit-making.

liberties and democratisation of
the armed forces.

Two demands are not present
in your examples of citizens’
armies: the right to strike and the
right to disobey.

PT: I don’t hold those up as ideal
examples. I'm showing there are
examples where quite radical
democratic reforms have been
achieved and they are happening
in societies similar to our own. By
citing these examples I'm showing
that my idea is not a pie-in-the-
sky alternative but has some pros-
pect of being achievable.

In fact, in Sweden, they have

the right to strike and co-deter-
mination between officers and
men. Officers have to consult
with lower ranks before imple-
menting policy and decisions. It
doesn’t apply in battle.
JB: By defence we mean defence
of working class lives and inter-
ests. The military mean defend-
ing the bosses — their countries
and their interests. How do we get
from defence as defence of “the
country” to them defending
themselves as the working class
against attacks not just by fascists
or anti-gay bigots, but by the
bosses t0o.

PT: This strategy is trying to
move in that direction. Ordinary
people, as opposed to a standing
army, ought to have the right to
defend themselves and their com-
munities and their interests.

But we have to transform the
existing military apparatus to the
way we want it, not set up a
parallel or rival.

want a seif-reliant, non-
imperialist defence strategy which
is non-provocative and non-threat-
ening to other states — which
does not rely upon the US or
‘upon nuclear weapons.

We ought to reconstruct inter-
national -relations on the basis of
equality and partnership, not on
an imperialist basis of subjuga-
tion and exploitation.

Socialism and

By Clive Bradley

We believe the nationalised
property relations and planned
economy in the USSR "and
similar states should be defen-
ded against imperialism. But
we do not believe people
should be trapped by a choice
between the two power blocs.
There is a link between the
struggle of the workers in the
West against the ruling class
here, and the battles of the
workers in the East trying to
rid themselves of their bureau-
cratic overlords.

Capitalist wars are nearly
always waged for reactionary
ends. and socialists need to
resolutelv oppose them. But,
in the past — and sometimes
still today in countries that are
denied national independence
by other. stronger. countries
— wars can be for progressive,
liberating ends.

Freedom

Genuine anti-colental wars,
even if ded by capitaissts or
would-be capitalists, car and
should be supported by social-
ists.  because - petentially.,
they add to the cause o human
freedom.

JB: You would not be protecting
the interests of the British state
and bosses?

PT: Look at Sweden. It is not in
its international relations such a
rapacious exploiter of countries as
it once was.

JB: But exploitation exists.
Sweden has big foreign invest-
ments. It’s just that they can rely
on the US to keep them safe.

PT: But that’s a separate ques-
tion. I’m arguing for a democra-
tisation of one area of the state,
the military apparatus. Some
people say we should not be try-
ing to reform a militaristic capit-;
alist state.

Yet the labour movement tries
to reform other aspects of the
state. The left supports all types
of reforms.

If ‘our’ ruling class is
oppressing another people we
have to fight against ‘our’
ruling class and for the armies
of the oppressed, if their cause
is just. That's why socialists
should support Irish repub-
licans against British imper-
ialism, and the FMLN against
the US-backed regime in El
Salvador.

Socialism — genuine work-
ing class socialism, not 'the
caricature created by the
bureaucrats of the USSR —
can abolish war.

Aggression may at some
level be a constant element in
human. nature, or it may not
be. Scientists can argue about
that. But for suré social con-
ditions determine whether that
aggression is expressed in
individual scuffles or in world
wars killing millions.

All wars have been funda-
mentally  motivated by the
drive for gain of ruling classes
or groups. Abolish ruling
classes. create a society of
cooperation,  and  ensure  a
deeent living for all, and you
Luke  away the fundamental
cause of war. o

Bt war cannot be abolished
ot b wishing for that.

W have to teke onoand

A workers' militia: Russia 1917

IB: You are divorcing the military
from the state. “Reforming™ the
.state must mean challenging the
existing structures by struggling
for alternatives.

Take policing for example.
Why is it that workers, the black
community, women throw up
their own “policing” to defend
themselves? The working class
have very opposed sets of answers
to the police about what needs
defending. Your citizens’ army
idea doesn’t take these up.

PT: Look at what has been
achieved in the Netherlands,
Sweden, the Leninist left said
none of this would be achieved.
The capitalist state would never
allow it. But on the contrary, by
the labour movement winning
majority support, these changes
have occurred. ’

ar

defeat the ruling class. And
the military power that they
possess will not just lie down
and die if the bosses’ system is
seriously threatened by the
working class.

To overthrow capitalism we
may well have to fight a ‘civil
war' — the working class, to
defeat the capitalists and their
state, will need to be armed
and prepared to fight.

LABOUR MOVEMENT
CONFERENCE ON
TURKEY

Saturday September 22,
from 10.30 at NUR head-
quarters, Unity House,
Euston Rd, London NW1.

Called by Clare Short MP,
Richard Caborn MP, Chris
Smith MP, Jeremy Corbyn
MP, Ernie Roberts MP, Bill
Michie MP, and Roland
Boyes MP.

Five delegates per labour
movement body: creden-
tials £2 (50p unwaged) from
‘Turkey conference’, 129
Seven Sisters Rd, London
N7. A




The Middle East
Where nuclear

The regimes the US prop.
up: the ruling classes in
Saudi Arabia, above, an
Abu Dhabi, righ

“war could start

THE Middle East is a crucial
area for US foreign policy,
and for NATO.

Recent events have shown
the difficulties involved for
the US, and other imperial-
ist powers, including Britain,
in imposing their will on the
region. In Lebanon, for
example, the US was unable
to contain all the explosive
elements and was forced to
withdraw.

It was a setback that con-
tinued a trend. In 1979, the
Shah of Iran was overthrown,
despite US support.

And the setback in Leban-
on has repercussions now.
The US administration, like
the British government, is
reluctant to repeat the Leban-
ese debacle with too direct
an involvement in the escalat-
ing Gulf war.

They are reluctant — but
not unprepared. If it comes
to it, and it may well do so,
the US and its allies have the
means to intervene in the
Middle East.

Cornerstone

The cornerstone to US
policy is the so-called Rapid
Deployment Force, set up in
1979 under the auspices of
the ‘Carter Doctrine’. The
“Carter Doctrine’ states
the US will intervene in the
Middle East to protect its
‘vital strategic interests’.

That is, in the event of a
threat to US investments or
local allies, military force will
be used to beat down that
threat.

The US perceives three
main kinds of such ‘threat’.
Most important is ‘internal
disruption’ (i.e. revolution —
though not necessarily social-
ist revolution). Second is

‘regional disruption’, such as
the present Gulf war. Third is
any real or imagined threat
posed by ‘Soviet aggression’,

Clive Bradley looks at the world’s tinderbox, and the US
military build-up focused on the region

such as in Afghanistan.

The RDF is an integrated
military force that, in theory,
as the name suggests, would
be able to intervene ‘rapidly’
and decisively to protect US
interests. A wide network of

US military bases have been’

established from which the
RDF would operate, in addi-
tion to the existing US fleets
in the Mediterranean and the
Indian Ocean.

The RDF has at its dispos-
al a large range of tactical
nuclear weapons (a significant
portion of the 17,000 war-
heads possessed by the US).
Its weapons systems include
B-52 bombers for which new

" airfields are being constructed

in the Middle East, including
in Egypt, Oman and Diego
Garcia.

In addition, the three
carrier Dbattle groups (i.e.
ships and submarines) in the
Indian Ocean and mediters-
anean are loaded with
hundreds of nuclear weapons,
and their nuclear capacity is
being steadily increased.
These include light-weight
nuclear bombs, nuclear depth
charges, nuclear anti-aircraft
missiles, sea-launched cruise
missiles, and neutron bombs
(which Ronald Reagan says
he regards as ‘conventional
weapons’).

The essential basis to US
strategy is the idea that its
own interests can be best
preserved if it has a ‘credible’
nuclear ¢apacity to obliterate
its opponents. On the face of
it, the central thrust of this
strategy is to force the USSR
to think twice about inter-
vening anywhefe in the world
because of the threat of US
nuclear retaliation.

US Secretary of Defence
Caspar Weinberger put it like

this:

¢. . . if you advise poten-
tial opponents in advance
that you do not intend to
cross certain lines . . . you
have almost assured another
Vietnam . . . the possibility
that you will use every
weapon available has to be
left open.”

Or again, on another occa-
sion:

“In the region of the
Persian Gulf in particular, our
strategy is based on the con-
cept that the prospect of
combat with the US ..
coupled with the prospect
that we might carry the war
to other arenas, is the most
effective deterrent to Soviet
aggression.”

But the RDF is also part
of a strategy that is wholly
dominated by the policy of
‘first strike’. The US admin-
istration, the Pentagon and
NATO" firmly believe that
they could fight and win a
nuclear war in the Middle
East.

In October 1981, Reagan
commented that he could see
“where you could have an
exchange of tactical nuclear
weapons against troops in the
field without bringing either
one of the major powers to
pushing the button.”

In the event of a suffic-
iently serious threat to
Western interests, therefore,
the RDF would be mobilised
with the object of using its
nuclear weapons in a first
strike.

This need not be against
the USSR. Ex Vice-Admiral
Gerald E. Millar, in a testi-
mony to Congress in 1976
detailed the strategic under-
pinnings to US first strike
policy. He said:

“f do not assume that all

threats we will face will come
from the Soviet Union or
only from nations capable of
a nuclear response. We may
have confrontation with non-
nuclear states whose
geographical location is such
that we have no adequate
means of protecting our inter-
ests with
weapons.”
The development of the
new weapons’ systems that
aim to wipe out enemy
missiles before they take off
is central to the strategy
behind the RDF. The ability
to destroy Soviet missiles in
order to protect existing US
allies in the Middle East is
regarded as vital the ‘credib-
ility’ the US seeks to project.
As Henry Kissinger put it,
“The countries in the Gulf
have to understand that we
are prepared to protect both
their domestic structure and
their frontiers; and they need
to be given confidence in the
means which we will use . . .
we must generate a credible
capability for rapid support
against internal upheaval.”
And Reagan has insisted that
the US will not permit Saudi
Arabia “to be an Iran”.

Reactionary

MX and Pershing I
missiles form part of the
means whereby to secure this
“credible capability” to shore
up the reactionary regimes of
the Middle East. The RDF is
the means whereby to
enforce US interests via, if
necessary, ‘theatre’ or short-
range nuclear war.

So the fact that the US is
not throwing its full weight
into the present flare-up in
the Gulf should not lead us
think that it will not. Accor-
ding to the US defence sec-
retary’s classified 1984-88
Defence Guidance document:

“Whatever the circum-

conventional -~
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stances, we should be pre-
pared to introduce American
forces directly into the region

should it appear that the
security of access to Persian
Gulf oil is threatened.”

The Pentagon’s ‘Airland
Battle Doctrine’, codified in
an August 1982 field manual,
intensifies the  aggressive
thrust of US policy. “The
offensive is the decisive form
of war”, it states, and goes
on, “the attack must
continue for as long as it
takes to assure victory.”

The idea behind Airland
Battle Doctrine is that the
more aggressive the US is, the
less likely retaliation will be.
And further, that small,
nuclear attacks are more
effective than ‘wasteful’ and
large conventional ones.

Alliances

But there is a problem for
the US. The Rapid Deploy-
ment Force — as recent
manoeuvres have shown —
is not as rapid as they would
like. Consequently it has to
be backed up by the building
of reliable alliances with local
powers.

The Camp David ‘peace’
agreement signed in 1977 by
Israel and Egypt was a step
in making such an alliance.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
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The Reagan Peace Plan
(which cannot be implemen-
ted) would be a step further
by incorporating Jordan. Pro-
posals for a Jordanian RDF
have already been made.

At the moment, the US’s
allies are relatively unstable
because of the Arab-Israeli
conflict. But an alliance con-
sisting of Israel (which is
militarily by far the strong-
est), Egypt, Jordan and Saudi
Arabia is on the cards.

The so-called ‘peace pro-
cess’ is in fact only part and
parcel of the same strategy as
RDF. It is a war process: the
development of a pro-imper-
ialist alliance with a military
ability to defend local capit-
alist and imperialist interests
from ‘internal upheaval’.

It is vital that the peace
movement recognises this.
The Middle East is probably
the most likely area for all-
out nuclear holocaust to
start. Even the introduction
of new weapons systems into
Europe are connected to
policy in the Middle East

The missiles in Comiso
Sicily, are far more likely to
be aimed at the Middle East
(notably Libya) than at East-
ern Europe.

And Pershing II is part of
the policy of securing
‘credible capability’.

June
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LAST Friday, 2nd, the Christ-
ian-Democratic/Liberal  gov-
ernment of the Netherlands
decided to postpone deploy-
ment of Cruise missiles there.

The decision was a compro-
mise. It reflects the strength of
the movement against the mis-
siles, but is designed to plac-
ate that movement with very
minor concessions.

The Netherlands will go
ahead with work on the pro-
posed missile sites as from this
October, and it will deploy 48
Cruise missiles from 1988
(rather than 1986, as originally
scheduled) if the USSR
deploys a single additional
SS-20.

The decision also provides
for a scaling-down of the num-
ber of Cruise missiles in the
Netherlands if arms control
talks make progress.

Missiles have already arriv-
ed in Britain, West Germany,
and Italy, and the present Bel-
gian government is firmly
committed to them. But the
peace movement is far from
beaten yet.

In the Netherlands, the
opposition Labour Party is
committed against the mis-
siles. So is the Social Demo-
cratic Party in West Germany,
and the Flemish Socialist Party
in Belgium.

The demonstrations against
Reagan’s visit, and the cam-
paigning  against nuclear
weapons by some candidates
in the Euro-election, can give
2 new boost to the movement.

And last Sunday over
100,000 people demonstrated
in Madrid against NATO
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By Judith Bonner

membership and US bases in
Spain — the biggest protest
so far against the Socialist
Party government’s defence
policy.

What is most needed now is
a turn to the trade unions. The
West German trade unions
have already had a protest
strike against the missiles (al-
though it was only for five
minutes!) We should be cam-
paigning for an all-Europe pro-
test strike against the missiles,
and for trade union boycotts
of the missile bases.

Despite its large member-
ship and its ability to call mass
demonstrations, however,
CND has become passive. The
CND leadership is looking to-
wards the next election.

CND campaigns carefully
within what it defines as public

opinion. After all, it has an:

image to maintain. So, too, has
the Labour Party. .

Many CND 1983 conterence
decisions have yet to be acted
upon.  Resolutions  which
called for joint action with
trade unions have not been
implemented.

NATO has been dealt
with in a similar fashion.
Slowly but surely it has dis-
appeared from CND'’s
demands.

CND now talks about a
non-nuclear defence policy or
even non-nuclear NATO,
without questioning what is
being defended.

There is a correlation here,
too, with what the Labour
Party leadership is pushing.

CND has also ignored a
whole pool of people who could
be their biggest allies — the
unemployed. No major
strategy which attempts to
organise with the unwaged
has come from CND.

The CND magazine Sanity

is expensive, unwaged ratés
at CND events are rare, and
the image is middle class.

Youth CND offers the best
way to organise with the
unemployed and  should
develop this as a major cam-
paign strategy.

We need more concrete
methods of making links
between the organised labour
movement and CND. To date
the left has concentrated on
the Labour Party.

Organising Labour Party

A Sandinista fighter killed b
workplace branches is one
way. CND has about 7%
million trade union affiliate
members. We should be fight-
ing for trade union action
around specific demands —
‘boycott of the Greenham
USAF base, and support for
the women. That means link-
ing up with unions who have
already started. The NUM,
UCATT, FBU and the Bakers

y‘ US-backed counter-revolutionaries

Union have all given material
help to the women’s peace
camp.

Workers in Rolls Royce have
taken action against the build-
ing of Trident. CND offered
little help to these workers
putting their jobs on the line.
Yet it is just that sort of action
which needs building.

CND conference will be in
December. Resolution dead-

Strike against racism

BL’s Longbridge plant has been
halted by its second major strike
in a month. Internal transport
drivers in the West Works walked
out on Thursday 24 May when
the sacking of a black internal
transport driver Zedekiah Mills

was upheld at a final appeal-

hearing.

The next day all the internal
and external drivers in Long-
bridge walked out in support.
This action will quickly halt all
production. When the factory
reopened on June 4 after the
spring holiday, the strike by 300
transport dirvers led to 9,000
workers being laid-off.

Zedekiah was involved in a
fight with a foreman who had
called him a “dirty black bas-
tard” and told him to “go back
to your jungle”. This was not the
first time that this particular
foreman had abused Mills and
racism of this sort is well known
to be rife amongst Longbridge

By Jim Denham
supervision. BL  consistently
refuse to recognise racism

amongst their supervision and are
quoted in Monday’s Guardian as
claiming that no racism exists in
Longbridge at all!

This is not the first time a
black worker has been sacked tor
reacting to racist abuse while the
foreman has escaped with no
action being taken against him.

Zedekiah has at least one wit-
ness who confirms his version of
the event and the Longbridge
Works Committee are hoping that
this witness (who was not present
at the appeal) will persuade man-
agement to reconsider the dis-
missal. :

On previous experience, how-

ever, a solid strike by the internal
transport department seems much
more likely to change manage-
ment’s mind than any witnesses
or appeals to reason.

£5 for SO

This week, the fund is pleased to announce - just
— the arrival of £104. Just, because in the last hours
of preparing the paper, an equipment breakdown
nearly sabotaged this week’s fund column alltogether!

Fortunately, repairs were completed just in time.
But the lesson is, we can’t afford to spend money on
leaflets, bulletins and travel round the miners’ strike
by saving on regular equipment maintenance.

If you’re reading -- or selling - this paper, you
must recognise the need for socialist papers, to report
the miners’ side of the dispute, to mobilise for
anti-Peagan demos, and in all areas, to argue for
socialist policies to win. Support us! Send donations
to. 214, Sickert Court, London N1 2SY.

Special thanks this week to Bob & Glyn, for a
donation of £50; and thanks also to Brent supporters,
£17 Oxford supporter, £5, Mary and Geoff, Cardiff,
£12, Steve Harvey, £5, and Patrick Murphy, whose
donation and money from extra paper sales raised

£10.

fine date is July 6. It has been
tightened up this year. and
many groups may not be

aware that conference
arrangements are underway.

Find out if your Labour
Party or unions. is affiliated
and start organising now for
a huge labour movement pres-
ence at that conference.

| Walesa

[1 think I owe Lech Walesa an
apology’, said Arthur Scargill
in Sheffield last Tuesday, Sth.
He was commenting on the

i act that ‘Socialist’ Poland is

'sending coal to Britain and
thus helping  Margaret

|Thatcher and the Coal Board

lagainst the mimarsri(mg d

The anti-worki ass

[Stalinist police state in Poland
|banned the independent
|workers movement Solidar-
nosc .in Deoembeliikl981;jlail-
ing its leaders like Walesa
and thousands of active trade
|

|unionists. Polish coalminers

|were- shot down ) during

rotest strikes. Solidarnosc
P

|is now underground. In the

|past Arthur Scargill has
lrefused to support Solidar-

Inosc against the Polish
[Stalinist state which he thinks
Jis socialist.
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