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THE PIT strike is biting deep. The Coal
Board says it isn’t, but British Steel at Scun-
thorpe has had to cut production by half be-
cause coal isn’t getting through. . |

The coal-fired Aberthaw power station in
Wales is also short of coal because of effec-

tive picketing.

~ The rail unions NUR and ASLEF, mem-
bers of the coal-rail-steel Triple Alliance,

have asked their members not to cross

miners’ picket lines. NUR general secretary
Jimmy Knapp has pledged that the railwork-
ers’ support for the miners must be “totally

~effective”.

In South Yorkshire, representatives from
the NUR District Council have met with the
rest of the Triple Alliance, and have since

stopped coal getting into Bntlsh Steel‘s Or-

grave Coking Plant.

The plant has been picketed by mmers'

from Treeton Bridge.

Coming into London a tram dnver stop-
ed when he saw a miners’ banner draped
over a bridge. The train went on only after
coal wagons were unhooked and left.

British Rail have so far not dared to send

home union members who refuse to cross

picket lines, despite earher threats that they

‘would.

The TGWU has promised to support: _-
members who won’t deliver coal to stockpil-

es. Scottish NUM leader Mick McGahey has

-called for workers to “stop the importation
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and transportation of coal’, and for the
TUC to organise support.

Ravenscraig steel workers have given
£1000 to the Scottish miners, and the Clyde
area of the steel union ISTC has called on
general secretary Bill Sirs to come out in
public support of the miners.

The executive of the Society of Civil and
Public servants has promised to give organis-
ational and financial support to the miners,
remembering the “magnificent support
received from NUM members in the day of .
protest for the staff of GCHQ”.

- The miners can win — if this solidarity is
spread at rank and file level, and at the same
time we demand that the leaders of the TUC
and the Labour Party come out in active
support and stand on the line with the
miners.

Stop all coal!

Picketing Lea Hall power station in Staffordshire

------

-Liverpool
BENN SAYS:
DEFY THE LAW!

INERS!

enough already. The Tory govern-
/ ment say- they have no money,

\spend £ 12 billion on the Trident.

Speaking in Liverpool on
Monday March 26, Tony
Benn said:

I have come tonight to give
100% support to the decisions of
the Liverpool Labour group. I
have done that because |
believe you are right, and I'would
like to say very simply why, as
somebody who does not live or
work in Liverpool-, I believe that
to be the case. -

First, Lwerpool has suffered

but they have enough money to

. They export £12 billion a year
of capital, profits made by the
workers of this country, mcludmg

-

the workers.in Liverpool. They

-are ready td spend £17 billion a

year on dole’money to pay people

- to -do- nothing. £3 billion to be

spent on the Falklands. And the
oil revenue of £20 billion or more
— every penny of it has been
spent on paying for the cost of
unemployment.

That is the first reason.

And 1 think that Liverpool
has suffered more than most

‘areas of the country from the

deceit of the Liberals, who have
gone round on the doorstep pro-
mising that every problem that is
raised will be dealt with, and then
going to the council chamber or
the House of Commons and
voting to see that the money to
meet those needs is stopped.

Liverpool, which is a very
creative and a very imaginative
city, and a very famous city, has
created a lot of wealth for other
people — and that money has left
that city and gone abroad and to
people who do not live in the
place. Liverpool is the graveyard
of capitalism and, I believe, the
birthplace of socialism in Britain.

Comrades, the second point is
very simple and very important
too. It is that Labour was elected
in Liverpool to protect jobs and
services, and it must keep faith
with the people who put their
confidence in the Labour council.
That is absolutely essential.

In 1981 the people of Toxteth
took to the streets. In 1984 the
Labour council must stick to their
guns. And that is the way in
which it will be seen by people
up and down the country.

I believe what you are doing is
morally right. It cannot be right
for anybody — for any councillor

Continued on page 3

Free Sarah
Tisdall!

WIDESPREAD anger has
greeted the six months’
sentence imposed on Sarah
Tisdall for leaking government
documents to the Guardian.
Neil Kinnock called it
malevolent, ‘‘a mixture of
malice and weakness that is
characteristic of all bullies”’

It 1s clear that Sarah Tis-
dall’s case was chosen to be a
show trial by the government.

The labour movement must
protest against Sarah Tisdall’s
imprisonment. We  must
oppose the Official Secrets
Act which is there to be used
in cases like this. We must
fight for a Freedom of Infor-
mation Act, which is Labour
Party pollcy

e, e s e, S
e —— e S —— . )

1 =i} AL
e - e S an e g P e

T m—



T e LA A
TR NS Gy RN TN AT BT T WSagyel - C T Ve T TRRERCT TERETE -, -
. Tam .

e i 10yl ™Sy

- . -~

Spcialist Organiser no.175 April 19 1984 Page 2 | -

d

Nicaragua at risk =
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dockers door!

VINOD Chauhan was deported

By Martin Thomas

THE risk of a big US-spon-
sored invasion of Nicaragua
has risen considerably with the
news that a counter-revolu-
tionary provisional govern-

) - ment may be set up inside the last Friday (12th). Though
country. Vinod had never attempted to
s rl e Last Friday, the ARDE- go underground and hide, he

! _ movement — led from Costa
’ Rica by Sandinista renegade
Eden Pastora.and business-
man- Alfonso Robelo — seized
the town of San Juan del Norte
in south-east Nicaragua.

the town had only 200
inhabitants before they were
evacuated last year, and has
no huge economic or strate-
gic significance. But a toehold
for a ‘provisional government’
i1s something that the counter-.

was suddenly seized on Friday
morning from his workplace by
four people, including one
uniformed police officer.

For the following two and a
half hours, all enquiries as to
Vinod’s whereabouts, about
who was responsible for his
arrest, and about the possib-
ility of seeing him were met
with a stonewall of denial of
any knowledge by the follow-

By Colin Foster

? 300,000 Indian dockworkers

- returned to work on April 11

after a 26 day strike. 1
The Gandhi government,

' which runs the ports, initially

- .declared the strike illegal and .

+ sent In the navy to move

goods, but eventually negotia-

ted a deal on the workers’
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lutionaries have been *Greater Manchester
-~ wage demand. revol : N
fccording to the Financial seeking for a.long time. : Pollce, : ..
Times (April 12) the final ARDE claims that a provi- Immigration Ofﬁcers at
settlementpcost Rs,390 million-* sional government will be set _Mgnchester Airport; h
" a year — which ns that it § WP 1n San Juan de Norte Greater Manchester
| 4 ©7 means that 1 “‘within 90 days’’. The scen- Police Aliens Registration
v;r]as ?fboyt the saml;e level as ario then is for this ‘provision- Department; |
the o .erlmadgdby ; c govern- government’ to appeal for *The Home Office Depor-j
- ment ;nl Satse arch. It wazoa ‘assistance’ — and the troops tation Machinery Group;
oo e et RSIOO. [ Gifpanee’  end the roop _ "The Greair Mancheste
. age) ‘as ’compared to the gov- ARDE has distanced itself pecial branch.

from the more overtly right-
wing FDN (based in Hon-
duras), and officially claims to
be independent from the US.
But a detailed report in the
Sunday Times on April 8
gave evidence that these
claims are false. ~

The mining of Nicarggua’s
ports ‘‘ ‘was wholly a CIA
operation’, said an ARDE

~ernment’s initial offer of 15
per cent and the workers’
demand of 30%.

It was the biggest docks
strike ever in India, and
follows other major strikes in
. recent years. A two-year strike
in the Bombay textile industry
ended in defeat last year, and
the longest strike ever in the
jute industry of West Bengal

Then at 12.45 p.m. Assis-
tant Chief Constable John
Evans revealed that Vinod was
being taken to Manchester
Airport for a 1.20 p.m. shuttle
flight to Heathrow. This infor-
mation was deliberately with-
held until it was too late to act

upon it in order to be able to
get to see Vinod.
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- Rs 65 (£4.20) per month rise.
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e France

Decli
The Paris daily Le Monde
(April 3) carries some starting
. figures on the development of
the Communist Party’s support
. in France.

The CP’s vote has fallen
steadily in recent years, from
about 20% of the total to 12 or
- 14%. In 1973, 33% of people

questioned said that they had,
. on balance, a ‘good opinion’ of
- the CP. By February 1984 that
score was down to 18%.

' And those still voting for the
. CP seem to have become more
i sceptical about the party.

Only 35% of them have a good
openon of the USSR (62% in
- 19°2). Only 36% have a positive
. &% wan less state economic
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““ARDE’s chief fund-raiser,

GARY HART is a slightly
liberal Thatcherite, and
enough is said about Walter
Mondale by the fact that a lot
of people see Hart as a radical
alternative to him.

But isn’t Jesse Jackson
something different? Doesn’t
the fact that a black person can
run for the presidential nom-
ination, with some success,
in the Democratic Party,
show that radicals can do
something in that Party?

Maybe the party of the
Dixiecrat southern racists, the
second pillar of US imperial-
iIsm’s political establishment,
1s not as bad as it has been
made out to be.

Vicious
Not so. US capitalism can

present itself in a black skin as

well as a white one, and it
doesn’t

vicious.

become

any less

Jackson’s statements that

he will fully support Hart or
Mondale if they win the

nomination confirm that. But
more spectacular has been
Jackson’s own recent sally
Into anti-Semitism.

In an interview with a news-

paper reporter he called Jews
‘hymies’,

and New York
hymietown’. Jackson then

some is from the CIA.:.

“In Costa Rica, ARDE’s
operations are overseen by

apologised, but he was soon in
trouble again.

Louis Farrakhan, a °‘Blac

Muslim’ supporter or Jackson,
denounced the (black) reporter
involved as a ‘traitor’ and
praised Hitler as a ‘great
man’. Jackson was reduced to
saying that he had no control
over Farrakhan.
Anti-Semitism, sadly, is not
new in US black politics. In

J}';};S". v
)
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Jackson with Monddle

forces. There was

meet frequently with ; top
ARDE leaders. ..

““About 100 ARDE men . . .

some areas it has the same
_sort of social basis as had anti-
Semitism among the bitterly

oppressed  Polish  people
before World War 1: Jews own
shops in black areas, and
become scapegoats for the
inhumanities of capitalism. -

Now Jackson’s statement
has provided new fuel for
powerful anti-black racist
already a

[
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import arms and equipment,

including five light aircraft,
for ARDE .. .”

semi-fascist group called
‘Jews against Jackson’
harassing  Jackson’s cam-
paign. .
‘Ethnic politics’ within the
framework of the Democratic
Party is no way to liberation
for US blacks. It can only lead
‘hem down the stinking blind
arley of community-against-
community recriminations and
petty jostling for advantage.

| . . k| During all this time, Vinod
ended on April 7 man. “They only took along alfonso Robelo, denies know- CIA agents including, guer- have received special infantry | could not make contact with
After a- - six .week strike some C}f our people to legiti- ingly receiving CIA money, rilla sources say, a political and explosives training in | 3any members of the campaign.
25,000 jute workers wopn | ™iseit’... although he admits that officer and a military attache El Salvador. The Salvadorean The whole operation  had
ooy Juie “Rebel sources say that ‘strange money comes in and in the US embassy . . . The government, on behalf of the | :Obviously been clinically and
slightly smaller increases than | i1 o Jate 1982 ARDEhasbeen I would not be surprised if embassy officials are said to CIA, is said to regularly | cYnically planned to prevent
- the dockers — a minimum receiving CIA  supplies ' '

'such contact by the timing of
the flights. The Revd. Paul
Weller called the arrest
““legalised abduction”’.

The campaign would wish to
thank, on Vinod’s behalf, all
those who have struggled for
Vinod’s right to remain a part
of his local community. We
recognise, as Vinod did, that
his struggle was a part of that
of many other black people
living under the shadow of
racism in the law. We believe
that Vinod’s deportation, des-
pite the massive support for
him from the general public
and the local authorities,
indicates that the struggle
against racist deportations has
entered a new phase. We

‘pledge our support and solid-
- arity to all those who continue
to struggle against the cancer-
ous evil of racism which can
“uproot members of our com-

munity in such a brutal and
inhuman way.
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000 marchin Notts

\

1

- “Siege town’® was how the local

paper descirbed it, and such lan-
guage accurately described the
city of Nottingham last Saturday.

The invaders from Y orkshire
and Kent were welcomed by a
significant number of Notts
miners, carrying dozens of “Notts

Miners Support the Strike” plac-

ards.

The atmosphere of the march,
organised to welcome the S0 Kent
miners who had walked the 200
miles from their coalfield, was
jubilant and at times rowdy.

The 7,000 marchers, of whom
about 4,000 came from York-
shire, were looking for a vent for
their anger, and in the absence of
genuine scab miners, were content
to denounce the entire population
of Nottingham in no uncertain
terms.

It was the first time many
of the miners had been with their

friends without being encircled by

police, and few were prepared to

let such an opportunity pass by.
.Some of the loudest chants were

reserved for the police.

Without the security of huge
numerical superiority, or snatch
squads, many of the police could

only smile nervously at chants of

‘Maggie Thatcher’s boot boys’.
There were some unpleasant
scenes at the Market Sqaure at the
end of the march, caused natur-
ally by ‘‘violent pickets” who
tried to cause trouble by object-
ing to having a double decker bus

Miners;

plough through their ranks.

The feelings of those in the
Square were running high -and
many of the speakers sensed this.
Normally placid councillors de-
clared themselves ready to lie on
a railway track to stop trains
moving coal, and Kent miners
told Notts miners to get off their
knees and hold their banner with
pride.

After an hour of such rhetoric
the march moved off to the
Albert Hall, a Methodist mission
in Nottmgham The atmosphere
here was quite electric and every-
one wanted to join in from the

floor. It was difficult to say if

anyone was in control, but col-
lective will expressed itself loudly
to remove the press. Scuffles
only broke out when individuals
broke from this informal disci-
pline and heckled speakers from
other trade unions.

Arthur Scargill called for disci-

pline and suddenly discipline was
the order of the day. No-one
interrupted as he later delivered
a rousing and hard-hitting speech
against Ian MacGregor and pit
closures, encouraging  Notts
miners and other trades unionists
to fight alongside the striking
miners.

Judging by the feelings expres-
sed by speakers from the NGA,
FBU and TGWU and other exam-
ples of solidarity this week, it will
not be long before his wishes are
fulfilled.

“*‘Be a wally, support your

friendly government’’

Dear Bud, |

We are proud that you have
resisted the attempts to bring
you out on strike and although
the Nottinghamshire NUM is a
very small part of the National
Union you have shown that by
carrying on working you are
more powerful than the rest of
the Trade Union movement.

The Coal Board and this
Conservative Government,
assisted by the Police, have
enabled all of you to carry on
earning the magnificent wages
which enables you to have the
highest standard of living in
Great Britain today.

This has been accompllshed
as a result of ignoring the
advice of the Trade Unions

- who kid you on that they are

able to protect you. There is

" now no need {o be a member of

a trade union in the Notting-
hamshire coal fields with such
a friendly government, police
force and National Coal Board,

you are assured of further help
from us if you vote to abolish
your trades union.

Do not worry about the
militants among you. It has
been shown generous redun-
dancy payments can split the
NUM and buy the vote. Do not
worty if your pit closes down,
you can get National Assis-
tance which will enable you to
maintain vour very high stan-
dard of living in order that you
can have a long and comfort-
able retirement and your chil-
dren will thank their brave
fathers for standing out for
whar thev bepeve 1n.

You w1 alwavs be there to
take :hem for walks in the
glorous countrvside around
the ruins of vour colliery and
thev can be assured that with
our generous child allowances
and Natonal  Assistance
levels. free school meals and
clothing allowances, etc., they
will be well looked after.
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You don’t have te worry
about providing for them; we
are doing it all for you. You're
future and their future is safe
in our hands. We shall educate
them to a level which will
enable them to enjoy an even
longer retirement. We will
look after them from the cradle
to the grave.

For those of you who are
buying or have bought your
houses you can maintain the
value of your property, for
with the injection of all this
new redundancy money you
will be able to sell your houses
to each other.

Unfortunately we cannot
forsee any influx of newcomers
other than those of a very
special kind who will be
employed in the chain of
nuclear power stations which
may be placed down the glor-
ious countryside of the Trent
Vallye. |

Other than those, we don’t
see any reason for employ-
ment in your areas. You may.
pool your redundancy: money
to sink a private pit if you can
get planning permission, but
whatever you do, do not allow
any trades unions, or you may
find vourself in the same posi-
tion as the NCB are in. You
may have to pay them wages.
Then you may have to pay
redundancy money to stop the
rot. ~
Remember to support your
friendly caring Conservative
government in the next
general election. They promise
a comfortable early retirement
with general National Assis-
tance to all. -

Don’t pay any attention to
that bad man Mr Scargill. We
are going to punish him. He is
not going to be allowed into
the House of Lords.

Be a Wally — support your
friendly government. |
| Cheerio,
Tom, Dick and Harry

NUM Conference

Socialist Organiser
- meeting

‘SPREAD THE STRIKE,

STOP THE COAL’

Thursday April 19, 11am
Forresters pub, Division
St, Sheffield (5 minutes

walk from City Hall).

Speakers (in personal
capacity).
Paul Whetton, secretary
Bevercoates NUM, secre-
tary, Notts Miners Rank
and File Strike Commit-
tee,
Rob Dawber, secretary
Sheffield & Chesterfield
District Council, NUR,
Pat Lally, Socialist Org-
aniser, Oxford Trades
Council Executive.
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Ravenscraig:
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“‘The Triple

Alliance must become

solid’’

DESPITE picketing .from three.

groups of workers from Clyde-
bridge, BL and the NUM, at
Ravenscraig Steelworks at
Motherwell, the convenor of the
Joint Shop-Stewards Committee,
Tommy Brennan, encourages the
suppliers of coal to the works to

ignore the pickets and continue to

deliver.

Brennan has launched a per-
sonal crusade to save Ravenscraig
from closure by trying to ensure
that coal supplies continue to
reach the plant even it dclivered

by scabs.
This is the most recenl
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prove to George Younger and
Thatcher what a patriotic per-
son he is.

He is supported by Bill Sirs
and the ISTC leadership in his
refusal to support the miners and
other striking steelworkers. This,
despite the fact that if the miners
are defeated, the future of
Ravenscraig could quite quickly

‘be reviewed and Brennan, along

with many other steelworkers,
would find himself out of a job.

The Triple Alliance in Scot-
land must become solid, for only
through solidarity can the miners
and steelworkers win,

‘‘We are

going
to win’’
AFTER Monday’s meeting to

form the Notts Rank and File
Strike Committee, Socialist

Organiser spoke to Roy
Barsley, chair of the South"

Yorkshire NUM Panel:

“Expenence of the meeting
today was fantastic — so was the
response to yesterday’s demon-
stration. It was great considering
that there were two other rallies

at the same time.

We are going to win. There’s
no two ways about it.
Under the circumstances the

- rank and file couldn’t have hoped

for a better result from the meet-
ing. At last we’ve got a leadership
that won’t sell the rank and file
down the river.

The statement from Henry
Richardson and Ray Chadburn
was fine, but should have been
four weeks earlier,

Perhaps other workers will
see the struggle of the miners as
their struggle. If we go under,
then the trade union movement
goes under. We want their sup-.
port, but we also want positive
action, including strike action.

Eventually it’s got to come to
a general strike to get rid of
Thatcher s monetarist policies.
Now we’ve got r1d of the Falk-
lands factor we’ve got a good
chance.

Trade unionists have got to get
united. If we want to destroy

_capitalism, then the time to do it

is now,

Neil Kinnock’s response? I
didn’t know there was one. The
reaction from the Labour Party
was what 1 expected anyway.
Many individual members have
worked well. Socialist Organiser
might find it difficult to accept
but even Joe Ashton has been
good in this dispute — and of
course other MPs as well.

The message to other trade
unionists is that the miners’ strike
is everybody’s strike and needs to

Hants

100 people packed into Basing-
stoke’s Central Library to hear
Larry Knight, NUM Branch
Secretary from Snowdown
colliery, Kent, talk about the
miners’ strike at a meeting
called jointly by Basingstoke
Trades Council and Labour
Party. |

Dennis Skinner, the Labour
Party’s invited guest speaker,
had to cancel however, due to
the debate on abolishing the
GLC. The meeting raised
nearly £70 and since then
Trades Council officers and
Socialist Organiser supporters
have decided to propose that
the labour movement in towns
not affected by the strlke adopt
a pit.

Basingstoke Trades Council
will be asking if the NUM will
allow us to adopt Snowdown

colliery.

Another support meetmg
was arranged in Southampton
by their Trades Council and
Labour Party, and a Hamp-
shire committee of the South

- East Region TUC is organising

a march through Southampton
on May J. | -
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- Back door attacks | Our time
1s cverdue

‘onwomen’s rights
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WOMEN are now facing an
escalating attack on their inde-
pendence. Mass unemploy-
ment is hitting women dispro-
portionately and their right to
claim benefit is continually
under question. Women are
being forced back into the
home to care for the old, the
very young and the disabled,
for whom the state is increas-

~ingly unwilling to take respon-

sibility. ‘

In this climate, it is not sur-
prising that women’s abortion
rights are, yet again, coming
under attack.

Following the recent report
of the Royal College of Obstet-
ricians and Gynaecologists, a
group of anti-abortion MPs
tabled a motion urging the full
implementation of the 1929
Infant Life (Preservation) Act
and are actively lobbying in
support of this attempt to
further restrict the time limit
within which abortions may be
performed. (This applies only
to England and Wales).

At the recent National Abor-
tion Campaign conference on
abortion rights and facilities
it was decided that this new
and continuing threat must be
the subject of an intensive and
vigorous campaign against
restrictions on a woman’s
right to choose. At the same
time, we must take account of
the possibility of further legis-
lative measures against abor-
tion rights in the near future.

The present controversy
surrounding time limits is
simply a back door attempt to
deprive women of the rights
gained with the passing of the
1967 Abortion Act — an Act

which anti-abortionists have

failed to reverse through
direct challenges.

Under the Infant Life (Pres-
ervation) Act 1929 it is an
offence to carry out an abor-
tion on a foetus which is cap-
able of being born alive — the
legal term is viability. Those
anti-abortion MPs now press-

ing for full implementation

want all maternity hospitals,

NHS abortion wunits and
‘approved  places’  (those
licensed to do abortions pri-
varelv) to be circulated
rerninding them of the Act and
=xplaining the implications of
wiabiliny .

The RCOG report is not
specifically about time limits

— iz {5 an investigation into

Two pamphlets
summing up the
ideas of Socialist
Organiser.
‘Where We Stand’
- 20p plus 16p
postace. ‘How to
fight the Tories’
- 10p plus 16p
postace. Or the
two together for
45p including
postace. From
Socialist Organ-
ser. 28 Middle
—2ne, London N8
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the extent and causes of late
abortions. The findings of the
report are being manipulated

- and abused to suit the argu-

ments of the anti-abortion
lobby.

‘Viability’ has previously
been defined as 28 weeks. It 1s
now proposed that viability 1s
nearer 24 weeks — an
extremely restrictive definition
based on potential advances in
medical science. Anti-abor-
tionists argue that at viability a
woman has no right to choose
to terminate her pregnancy.

To allow for margins of
error and because of fear of
prosecution, doctors tend to
play safe in calculating preg-
nancy and the actual limit

imposed could be lower than

24 weeks.
Desperate

The number of women seek-
ing late abortions is small —
in 1982 of the 162,797 termina-
tions carried out in England
and Wales only 102 were per-
formed after the 24th week of
pregnancy — less than 1%.

Women seeking late abor-
tions are usually in desperate
need. Their reasons include
mistaken symptoms (e.g. mis-
taking pregnancy for
menopause), the fear and
ignorance of young women
(over 50% of women who have
abortions after 19 weeks are

SREARISER™
IHow to fight
the Tories
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restrictions on birth

By Pauline Alden,

National Abortion Cam-

paign.

under 20) and delays in the
results of tests for {foetal
abnormality. One important
category of women seeking
late abortions are those who
have come up against the
deficiencies in the provision
and organisation of NHS facili-
ties which cause avoidable
delays.

The decision to have a late
abortion is distressing. Stricter
enforcement of time limits will

further complicate and com-

pound this distress and force

sector.
NAC’s policy has always

‘been that there should be no

legal or medical restrictions on
the availability of abortion. A
woman’'s right to choose

‘more women into the private

whether or not to continue a

pregnancy is a principle that is

not compatible with upper
time limits, even if the foetus
1s viable.

The assumption underlying
the right of the state to impose
any limitation on abortion pre-
supposes that women cannot
make basic decisions for them-
selves, but must have ‘moral-

ity’ imposed upon them. This

can only be justified by a par-
ticularly chauvinistic attitude
towards women, or by anti-
choice, anti-democratic argu-
ments. : .

Enforcement of time limits
legislation will not prevent the
need for late abortions —
women will be forced to seek
illegal terminations or contin-
ue unwanted pregnancies.

The February 1984 NAC
conference on abortion rights
and facilities was the starting
point for an intensive national
campaign around the issue of
time limits. This will be a posi-
tive stimulus to going on the
offensive to fight for expan-
sion of and improvements to
abortton rights and facilities

within the NHS. Campaigning

will be around the following
demands: '

*Improved sex education for
all voung people — an end to
control

.....................

informationon TV.

*Better contraception facili-
ties, availability of early preg-
nancy testing, counselling and
advice.

*Positive changes in the law
for the provision of legal abor-
tions for all who need them, in

- addition to full implementation

of the 1967 Act.

*Changes in the kind of
provision of abortion facilities
available including accessible
walk-in facilities and day-care
clinics attached to hospitals.

*Wider publicity of all abor-

tion and contraceptive facili-

ties including advertising on
television, radio and public
fransport.

*Access to sufficient an
adequate facilities' that wili

- provide free, safe and legal

abortions for all women who
wish to exercise their right of
choice.

*No medical personnel to
be in positions where they can
impose their views on ‘women
seeking advice or services —
including racist doctors who
pressurise black women into
have abortions they may not
want.

Needs

Only the above measures
can reduce the number of
women seeking late abortions
— a change in the law will not
change women's needs.

NAC is inviting other organ-
isations concerned  with
women'’s rights to join with us

~1n this campaign.

We are producing petitions,
leaflets, a pamphlet, organis-
ing and supporting local cam-

paigns. This does require a lot

of resources and we need affil-
jations, donations and stand-
ing orders from individuals,
constituency Labour Parties,
Women’s Sections, Trades
Councils, trade union bran-
ches. student unions, women's
groups and other pro-choice

organisations.
NACs special conference
newsletter contains papers

from the conference, lots more
information, petitions. Send

- 30p and sae for a copy and

details
‘NAC, 47 Waldram Park Road,

of membership to

SE23. (Phone: 0O1-

I ondon

993 2071).

and

By Russell Profitt,
secretary, Labour Party
‘Black Sections Steering
Group.

ONE of the oddest facts of
life is that most white
people become uneasy, in
some cases positively terri-
fied, as soon as they see or

hear of two or more black

people getting together to
possibly discuss, or, worse
still from their point of
view, to plan ways of com-
batting racism. When we
meet specifically to counter
the racist consequences of
working or existing within
institutions over  which
white people have total con-
trol, then white paranoia
often becomes hysterical.

To be honest, having always
lived with racism and there-
fore accepted — however
reluctantly — racist definitions
of situations, even some black
people find such events unac-
ceptable. ‘‘How’’, they may
ask, ‘‘can we possibly create
racial change by working out-
side the context of a mixed
race situation?”’

In answer to this it needs,
first of all, to be emphasised
that some generations after
the arrival of large numbers of
black people in Britain, racism
continues to remain a rife and

rampant feature of everyday
life. | |

Outrage

Such a reality is not only an

oufrage, but to many of us

demands that action be taken
to bring about change. And
this, given the fact that black
people are not at all sure that

I the established political frame-

work has any relevance what-
soever to them, plus the reality
of racism in the Labour Party
and trade unions generally,
explains why several of us are
now working towards the crea-
tion of Black People’s Sections
in the Labour Party and in the
trades untons, which would

. lead to direct black peoples’

representation at every level,
locallv, regionally and nation-

“ally of the Labour Party and of

trade unions.

The essential issue such
developments are attempts to
address 1s whether racism can
be effectively countered if the
only avenue offered as an
alternative 1s the very racist
institution, with 1its 1nbuild
racist majority, is a target in
need of change. Seen in this
way, surely Black People’s
Sections must be a welcome
development and one which
deserves the whole-hearted
support of all who are serious-
ly concerned to see the crea-
tion of genuine racial equality.

Minorities

Parallels exist of course —
Women's Sections being a
case in point. But it ought not
to be forgotten, as history
shows, that the most effective
way 1n which change is ever
brought about 1s through
basing action on the solidarity
collective strength of
rganised and dedicated ‘min-
orities’, working purposefully
towards specified objectives.

Added urgency in the
present situation derives from

the fact that black people are

no longer prepared to accept
that ‘our time’ is coming. To

. 10.00 a.m. This

many of us ‘our time  is not
only long overdue. but scems
ever suppressed by circum-
stances, or often because of
complicity.

The message coming from
thre black community 1s that
black political activists must

“become more organised and

more determined, in order that

‘real chardges be made. The

efforts of black political activ-
ists at Brighton to get Com-
posite 28 on 'Positive Discrim-
ination” on the Order Paper
was, therefore, not yet another
case of bandwagon jumping by
tailed political mavericks —
though in some cases it should
be seen as such — but much
more a case of black pcople
recognising the fact of racism
in political life and doing
something about 1f.

Fringe

At Brighton, we also ran,
possibly for the first time, a
black activists-organiscd
fringe meeting, well attended
and at which several key
issues were raised. These are
now being followed up.

The Wesiminster  North
Black Scction initiated meet-
ing. held at Herbert Morrison
House last September, led to
the setting-up of a steering
committee which was asked to
consider how Black People’s
Sections could be created
within the Labour Party.

That committee, which has
met on several occasions, 1S
now organising a national

“conference, which is to be held
~ at Digbeth Hall, Birmingham,

on Saturday 9 June, starting at
meeting,
which will be open to all black
members of the Labour Party,
will discuss and try to sort out .
the best way to proceed.
Clearly, as black people
living in a racist, white domin-
ated and majority populated
society, we know that in the
end many of the changes we
desire must be discussed and
brought about within a mixed -
race context.

Radical

In any event, as socialists,
we too wish to see urgent and
radical action taken to put an
end to private schools, privaie
health care, class privilege,
exploitation at work, Thatcher-
iIsm/Reaganism, the nuclear
arms race, as well as positive
action taken to create equality
of opportunity for all. That,
after all, is why we joined the
labour movement in the first
place and why we wish to see it

grow from . strength to
strength.
What, however, we do

recognise, and we hope white
comrades also will, 1s the fact
that black people’s percep-
tions and understandings of
situations often require con-
siderations outside of the
totally mixed race context on
every occasion, particularly if
these are not to be misunder-
stood or misdirected — as if
often the case — before they
are given a proper chance to
see the light of day.

Arising from such-a recog-
nition therefore, we hope that

support for the idea of Black

People’s Sections will follow.
We're not helped, at this

embryonic stage, by negative

noises about Black Sections

~ from the Labour leadership —

noises which preempt the work
which starts today of the NEC
working party we  were
promised six months ago.
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Labour studentsin chaos

WHILE the miners’ strike is
going on and Liverpool Coun-
cil are organising to take on
the Tories over rate-capping,
an outsider might well expect
the annual conference of
Labour Students to work out
how to win students to active
support of these struggles.

But unfortunately the con-
ference wasn’t centred around
the class. struggle. Instead,
the Labour Students confer-
ence was closed by John
Dennis, the Labour Party’s
- person responsible for NOLS,
after an allegation of ballot-
rigging.

The conference was very
tightly balanced. Clause Four,
-now in an alliance called
Democratic Left, did not have
an overall majority over the
combined forces of Militant,
Socialist Students in NOLS and
the handful of independent
votes. There was the possibil-
ity of either a split National
-‘Committee being elected or
an alternative slate winning all
the positions. Such a slate was
agreed between Militant and
Socialist Students in NOLS,
not because we agree with
Militant but because 1t is
politically necessary to take
control of NOLS out of the

By Jane Ashworth

controllable. Democratic
Left supporters walked out
and some delegates tried to
stop them leaving. The
behaviour of Militant suppor-
ters, whatever the rights and
wrongs of the chair’s ruling,
was well outside the traditions
and tolerance of the labour
movement. A delegate later
tried to justify their behaviour
with an analogy to stopping
scabs crossing picket lines!

 Socialist Students in NOLS
supporters stayed in the con-
ference to discuss tactics for
the morning and beyond.
Militant said they wanted an
NEC inquiry. At no time did
we see the spare ballot-paper
— we didn’t know if Militant
were telling the truth. But we

were certainly prepared to

listen to their allegations,
because we are against rigging
and because we know from
similar past experiences that
it is certainly with the Demo-
cratic Left’s political repertoire
to fix conferences.

But we wanted proof, we
wanted to know that the
offending ballot paper (which
was the only tangible evid-
ence, the rest being hearsay)

we left the hall.

supporter
from Durham explained, we
were not saying that it proved
the election was fair but it

This being the basis of
Militant’s allegations to date
As SSIN

‘Simon  Pottinger

certainly was not evidence to

the contrary and Militant had

hung their entire case around

that form. Another clause in

the statement Militant put to
the meeting denied categor-
ically that there had been any
violence the night before
which we could not possibly
accept.

Invalid

S0 now, NOLS conference
was invalid. Constitutionally
a conference must elect all the
National Committe, not just
half, and pass the accounts,
which we didn’t. The old,
Democratic  Left-controlled
NC still stands and policy
decisions fall — which is very
lucky for the Democratic Left
as policy in support of Liver-
pool City Council and against
rate rises and cuts was passed.

Socialist Students in NOLS
believe that the best way to
proceed, unless the inquiry
upholds the charges of ballot
rigging, is to reconvene the

have been rigged, then
obviously conference will have
to be recalled. If the inquiry
shows that conference was
rigged before it started (phony
delegates, etc) then the whole
of conference procedure,

closing the conference was
outrageously bureaucratic. He
should resign or be removed
from his position as Labour
Party Student Organiser.

One last point. Drawing up
the electoral pact with Militant

We had 34 delegates prepared
to vote for Socialist Students
in NOLS — we asked them all
to vote for Militant. Some
didn’t. In most elections two
or three didn’t. But in every
election Militant lost by six or

hands of the Democratic 33;?22132? exist and was a conference on the basis of the .should be started again with meant that supporters of more. Contrary to allegations
Left. Our candidates were | ' old delegates and finish con- the election of new delegates. Socialist Students in NOLS Socialist Students in NOLS
Bryn Gritfiths .from Labour Ultimatum fer