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IMPERIALIST intervention

— above all by US forces —
to prop up the feeble Leban-
ese Phalangist government has

been seriously stepped up.

When on Friday 16th the
Lebanese air force flew its first
battle mission in ten years, one
fighter was lost and another
damaged. The damaged fighter
sought the safety of the British
base at Akrotiri in Cyprus.

That week French fighter-
bombers flew ‘“‘reconnaissance
sorties over Druze and Syrian
positions”, British jets overflew
Beirut, two frigates of the US 6th
Fleet were shelling Druze posi-
tions, Marines were involved in
street gun battles in South Beirut
and others were with Lebanese
government forces in the Chouf
mountains, and US planes flew
“reconnaissance missions” from
the aircraft carrier Eisenhower.

T'he early shelling from the
6th Fleet was justified by claim-
ing that the shells which fell near
the US Embassy and US Marine
positions were ‘‘an imminent
danger to US lives”. This line of
reasoning has now been dropped
as US guns pound Druze positions
mn the Chouf mougtains as part of
an effort to support government
‘orces attempting to  hold the
'own of Soukh al-Gharb.
ine new line coming from the
State Department is that this
SNCIImE IS necessary to protect

pamoms from which the US con-
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tingent of the ‘“multinational
peacekeeping force” could be
shelled. Given the size of Lebanon
this line could justify an attack on
any position in the country. What
is clearly part of a US offensive in
support of the Gemayel govern-
ment 18 thus being hypocritcally
labelled ‘“‘a necessary defensive
effort.” |

The doublestalk is necessary

for US home consumption. There _ .

has been much criticism in the US
of-Reagan for illegally committing
US troops to fight in Lebanon
without the agreement of
Congress. After Vietnam the
power of the President to wage an
undeclared war was curtailed. So
Reagan has to lie about what he is
doing. |

What is at stake in the Chouf
war? The current hostilities are
the coutcome of the Phalangists’

attempts to secure a political

monopoly in Lebanon, to dis-
regard what the Lebanese call
their “‘red lines”.

The “red lines” are the tradi-
tional lines of demarcation separ-
ating one sect’s sphere of influ-
ence from another’s. The present
clashes do not result from a drive
by the Druzes and their allies in
the National Salvation Front to
dominate the country so much a
as from Gemayel’s insistence —
backed by the US at present — on

subjecting the whole country to
Phalangist Christian domination.

A more “generous” approach
by Gemayel could well have won
the support of Jumblatt and the
Syrians. Instead, a hard-line
approach by the Phalangist Presi-
dent — who, on his own admis-
sion, now controls only 10 to
20% of the country — repelled
some of his natural right wing
allies both within the Christian
and Muslim camps. -

It is unlikely that Walid Jum-
blatt, leader of the Druze forces
organised principally under the
banner of the Progressive Social-
ist Party, wishes to go further
than achieving a new settlement
which would allocate the Muslim
and leftist elements a bigger role.
Certainly that is the limit of
Syria’s current horizon whatever
her long-term ambitions might be.

One of the crucial issues in
any such settlement is the future

of the Palestinians in Lebanon.

and the PLO in particular.

The outcome of the battle for
Souk Al-Gharb will determine the
balance of forces' in any such
settlement. Hence its importance. -

The National Salvation Front

leaders — Jumblatt, Franjci and
Karameh — might be willing to

leave Souk Al-Gharb in govern-
ment hands if Gemayel withdrew
the army from the Chouf and res-

pected the “red line” there, and
if, additionally, the structure of
the government and army were

‘modified. Whether the rank-and-

file militiamen, for all their loyal-

ty to their leaders, would be satis- -

fied is an open question.

The new outspokenness from
the European imperialists —
Healey’s Weekend World inter-
view outlined their “broadly
representative government” plan
— might yet lead the US to

pressure. Gemayel to ‘accept such

an_option if the Lebanese army
visibly disintegrates or suffers a
major reverse. |
In such an event the questions
that will be posed for the imper-
ialists will be how to make this
concession without strengthening
the Syrian position, without
giving the left space to develop
and crack the confessional system
altogether and without giving the
Palestinian people favourable con-

~ditions for strengthening them-
-selves politically and militarily.

Whatever the solution arrived
at in the near future it will be
only provisional: the long term
ambitions of both Syria and Israel
cannot be satisfied by it. ‘Above

all, 1t cannot solve the economic

and social crisis in which Lebanon

has found itself for the last .

decade and a half.

Unfortunately, at present, the
working class, the only social
force capable of resolving that
crisis has not been capable, in

‘Lebanon  or elsewhere in the

region, of imposing its solution.
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- Carving o
- the future

IN THESE 16 pages, each week, we do our best to argue for
socialism. We expose and denounce the Tories and their war-

| mongering international counterparts. We chronicle, week in

- To create'a force which can take the initiative

and week out, the doings of trade union bureaucrats and right
‘wing Labour people. |

We try to argue with the nationalist Left, and sometimes we de- .

nounce them. We try to stiffen the soft Left and knock sense into the

woolly Left. We argue against sectarians and semi-syndicalists such as
the comrades of the Socialist Workers Party, and try to persuade them

to throw their weight into the pOIitical'strugg!e in the existing broad ]

labour movement. . = »

We polemicise against Stalinism at home and abroad, and try to rally
support in the British labour movement for the oppressed workers and
suppressed labour movements in the Stalinist states. We preach solidar-
ity with anti-imperialist national liberation forces.

This is all essential work for socialism. The ideas of the socialist
movement, its programme — these are its heart and soul, the reason for

everything it does. But socialism will not be won by argument and

explanation alone. ) , | - -
The enemies of socialism in the labour movement — right wing and

Stalinist alike — will not be beaten by mere argument, The Tories won't

be driven out by denunciations. The warmongers won't be disarmed by

words or appeals. ‘ |

We need organisation. We need to embody our ideas in the bone and
muscle . of an organisation which has the concentrated power of a
clenched fist — to rally our friends, to fight for our ideas, and to defeat
our enemies. o T : -

Many things would have gone differently in the labour movement
during the last few years if the Left had been better organised. And if
the revolutionary Left had been better organised, then the broader Left

‘would have been better organised too.

- A fighting revolutionary organisation with some weight within the

unions would have been able to counter the deadening effect of the
trade union leaders on the movement, and to inspire the rank and file

to resist the Tory onslaught. In the Labour Party, without the initiative

of the (then much smailer) forces around Socialist Organiser which got

the Left united in the Rank and File Mobilising Committee, the fight

for democratic change would have been much less effective. With
a better organised Left, Tony Benn could have won the deputy leader-

ship. A stronger organised left wing straddling the Labour Party and the

unions would have inhibited the trade tnion bureaucrats from throwing

their weight around in the Labour Party, as they have done. since * |

Bishops Stortford. - | -

The Right are well organised. They swarm all over the many bud®ay-
cratic apparatuses of the labour movement. The Left needs to organise.
in rallying the broader
Left, and which can maintain a coherent, continuous struggle on every
front, we have to organise the revolutionaries., = . D

That is why we called the conference on ‘How to fight the Tories’
last weekend. There are signs of a serious revival of working class

. militancy. The Financial Times has warned the bosses that with even a
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feeble economic improvement — such as the
British economiy
frequent.

We need to prepare.

We need to continue the fight in the Labour Party and trade unions
against the bureaucrats

3% growth claimed for the

sometimes scab on the fight against the Tories.
Over 300 people attended the conference, from all sections of the
labour movement, women’s movement, etc.

was the Socialist Organiser Alliance that called the conference.

The SOA exists to organise those who broadly agree with the
politics of SO so_that they support the paper and fight to make our
politics a material force in the class struggle. | o

Such organising '
1Ist Organiser. That is the
Organiser Alliance, not only to sustain the paper but as an irreplaceable
organised force within the Labour and trade union Left. |

As the Irish socialist republican James Connolly.saixd: “The

It was not a sectarian | | | ' . | ~$ o |
conference — we had a broad platform, and many who came are not, or - o | R
not yet, committed supporters of Socialist Organiser. Nevertheless it ) _ | | o B | . |

IS an irreplaceable part of the work of Social-

only true prophets are those who carve out the future they
announce’’. | |
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in the first half of 1983 — strikes will become more

and the right wing, who inhibit, sabotage, and

reason why we need to develop the Socialist
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._ THE .National Executive Com-
mittee {NEC) has always been

famous for its flexibility in inter-

~ preting the rules to its own
“-advantage, varying from ex-

treme rigidity to extreme per-
missiveness, depending on the
circumstances. This year it has
gone one better, and is actually
attempting an outright breach of

- the rules covering who is entitl-

ed to stand for the NEC.
- Standing Order 4 (3){c) of the

Party Constitution lays down

SSRCLITIN Lo e ben
cout | the party rules

L by VIadimir Derer '. '

that ‘‘only persons appointed to

attend Annual Party Conference.
as Delegates, or, in the case of
Division IIl and Division IV,
Members of Parliament or duly-
endorsed Candidates attending
as ex-officio members of Con-
ference, shall be eligible for
nomination for a seat on the
NEC’’. Clause XIV (10) of the
Rules for CLPs states: ‘‘An elec-
tion shall cancel any Parliamen-
tary candidature’’. «

It is therefore clear that,

‘Immediately after. a General

Election, under the Constitution

Division III [Constituency

Section] |
- Lestor, Joan; McGuiggan, John;
- Spellar, John; Vaz, Keith. '

Division IV [Women's
Section] o

Hewitt, Patricia; Taylor, Ann.' -
Arrangements

- Conference
Committee
Morris, David. -
Like the CAC, the NEC is
charged with the duty of uphold-
ing the Party -constitution.
Nevertheless, on this question it

" has decided to ride roughshod

there are as yet no ‘‘duly-endor- |

- sed Candidates’’, and only full

- delegates or MPs can be nomin-

- ated for the NEC. In the past -
- these qualifications have always

been scrupulously applied.

As a special concession, de-

feated parliamentary candidates
were allowed to attend the 1979

- Conference as guests, and even

to speak in the debate on the
General Election which had tak-
en place not long before. Never
was there any suggestion that

over the Constitution. The 1983
Conference will open with the
remarkable spectacle of the
Party Chairman, in the name of
the NEC, calling on delegates to

defy the rules and overturn the

CAC recommendation. |

Why is the NEC so desperate-
ly anxious that these nomina-
tions should net be ruled out?
Suggestions that it sees the

- matter as one of principle can be

safely disregarded. ,

In their submissions to the
NEC's 1979 Commission of
Enquiry on party organisa-
tion, over half the CLPs urged
that the present restrictions

- should be lifted. This was be-

cause of the way they discrimi-
nate against ordinary Party
members and in favour of MPs,
as -.CLPD has always argued.

- The NEC totally ‘ignored the

they should be given the status

of ex officio delegates and allow-
ed to stand for the NEC. '

- . This year, however, the NEC

has taken it upon itself to write
to all CLPs that ‘‘defeated can-
didates will be regarded as duly
endorsed candidates for the pur-
pose of nomination to the NEC’’.
The Conference Arrangements
Committee (CAC) has pointed

out that this is completely out of

order, and is advising Conferen-

- ce to treat the following nomina-

‘tions as invalid:

OUR reporter Patrick Spilling

~ has been visiting US positions in

Lebanon and brings this first
hand report from the peace-
keeping forces. K

"‘Look bud’’. The GI rolled his
cigar around the corner of his
mouth and pointed with the butt
of his automatic over the top of
the sandbags. |

"'Out there soldiers from
every army under the sun are
running around armed to the

-teeth. Syrians with tanks. Iran-

ians with machetes. Even some
bastards from Druze wherever
that is. If it wasn’t for us here
keeping the peace this country
would be in the grip of outside
forces within a week.’’

. He paused to loose off some

rounds at a nearby bunker.

Some elderly jets of the Leban-

ese airforce flew overhead,

~above them, struggling to fly

slowly enough to provide cover,

~a squadron of Tomcat fighters

from the Carrier Eisenhower.

As the bombs began to ring
a flight of Buccaneers.
from Cyprus crossed east to
west executing - a perfect 360

~degree roll in tight formation.

“Your boys”’, the GI said
benevolently
Limies”’. o

““You want the Soviet Union

‘In here inside a week’’, he said,

“You pull us out and

see what

“‘Goddam

/;.

-

the forces

overwhelming opinion of the

rank and file, making not a

single mention of the matter at
any of the three Annual Confer-

ences which have taken place

x,

since then.

An alternative expianation is
that the NEC is trying to ‘‘be
fair’’ — in other words to give

an unfair advantage — to former -

MPs. This too seems implaus-
ible, since to begin with the
NEC seemed to have shown no

great concern about their plight
- until the closing date for nomin-

Press

see the US cruiser, New Jer‘séy,

manoeuvring into position for

another battery from its guns —
“‘shells the size of Volks-
wagons’’ said one of the 1,200
marines who had come ashore.
A further 12,400 troops stood by

‘to support if the threat to the

peace grew any worse.
The commander of the US

forces late: explained the new .
orders thar his force had been:

given. “O.r job is to keep the
peace. We are not here to get

" 1nvolved in any combat. As you

know when we first arrived we
only returned fire when we were
fired on. . | '

"We are now moving -to a
phase we are terming aggres-
sive defence. This will inevitably
involve in some cases bringing
forward the timing of our res-
ponse so that it ante-dates the

-timing of the first attack onus.
‘“There has also been an

extension of the definition of
which might be
included among those justifying
such a response. In future any

‘happy to keep silent.

Daily Wil
EXPRESS
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- By Patrick Spilling

attack or potentiai attack on our .

ations, twoi whole months aftér
the General Election. As long as

it seemed that Tony Benn,

Albert Booth, Stan Newens,
and Audrey Wise would be dis-
qualified by virtue of their de-
defeat at the General Election,
the NEC seemed to have been

The question was only raised

-when the NEC majority realised
that its opponents had been

chosen as Conference dele-
gates, but Joan Lestor, John

Spellar, and Ann Taylor had

not. Far from showing fairness,
the NEC majority is really trying
to exploit the atmosphere follow-
ing an election to pull off a
blatantly partisan manoeuvre to
bolster up the position of its
present majority. = - |

Even if the NEC was on firmer
ground in  its arguments for
change, its chosen method for
going about this makes a mock-
ery of the need to uphold the
Constitution. Conference has

- indeed the right to change the -
rules, but only by first carrying a

constitutional amendment. Un-
like affiliated organisations, the
NEC: is allowed to put forward
'such proposals at any time and
for immediate consideration.
‘The proper course would

‘therefore be for the NEC to

submit a constitutional amend-

‘ment, though even if this was

done the change would not come
into effect until the - following
year. . * _ o

' The fact that this is not being
done only confirms suspicions
that in reality the NEC majority
supports the existing rules, and
simply wants to be allowed to
break them when this happens
to suit its immediate purposes.
CLPD urges all affiliated organ-

- isations. to uphold the sover-
-eighty of the Party Constitution
against this flagrant violation by

the NEC.

Gang

allies or local Lebanese forces
might be seen to constitute an
‘objective attack on us.’’

The troops listened to their
briefing with the knotted brows

of men struggling with cosmic

problems. ‘‘You mean’’, asked
the first GI, ‘‘that we get to

blast anything that moves?’’

“You gotit”’, came the reply.

Over the other side of the hjll -

from the peacekeeping forces
the so-called Druze militia were
preparing to' disrupt the normal
everyday life of Lebanon.

For us international reporters
who remember this country in
its heyday it is a pitiful sight.
Where we used to sit and drink
Campari in the shade, served by
the friendly natives, now there is
strife and division. The heroic
etforts of President whatever his

name 18 to unite the whole .

nation around the Christian.
Phalangists has been continually
frustrated by Palestinian and
Syrian.  intervention. - The
Russians are behind it. They are

s

' Gays'

Rights held a small but informa-
tive fringe meeting at this year'’s
Trades Union Congress * at

Blackpool. "Delegates to- the
Conference listened as the three
main speakers outlined ways in
which lesbians. and gay men

suffer discrimination  at work
and how trade unionists can
challenge this discrimination. ~

Unions |
Brian West from LCGR spoke
about the experience of losing

his job simply because he was
gay and how his trade union had

- failed to give him support. He

also talked about how LCGR is

working to increase its support -
~ within the union movement.
Geoff Hardy from the Gay .
- Teachers Group described the
impact the group had on the
- National Union of Teachers con-
ference held in Jersey, where

male homosexuality is illegal.

He stressed the value of having

gay groups within trade unions
and for them to work closely
with heterosexual allies to

ensure that gay rights had. the

widest support.
Sexism
Sheila Smith, the chairperson
of NALGO’s Equal Opportun-

ities Committee and a N ational

Executive member, spoke about
recent NALGO publications on
gay rights, sexism and sexual
harassment at work. She saw

these as useful ways of raising
-sexual politics amongst trade

unionists and - convincing them
that gay rights was a trade union

issue. o ,
- Delegates at the meeting
- stressed the importance of using -

the -work done by NALGO as a
model for their own unions.
They also felt that LCGR could
play an important role in
Improving

between gay

‘ groups in the
unions and i

-1In .coordinating

-pressure on the TUC to adopt an

equal opportunities policy which

- included sexual orientation.

cunningly k'ee;iing out of sight
and letting the -US take the

weight of criticism but every-

one knows that none of the
Syrian, Palestinian or what-
ever forces can move without
the Kremlin’s say so. :
- Yesterday I went with other
reporters to visit the British

troops but we were nét able to .

interview them. Their comman-
der had just been taken off to
mental hospital after telling a
reporter that he thought the
whole exercise a ‘‘bloody waste
of time’’. - - |
One report suggested that he
had been angered by a personal
message from Mrs Thatcher
telling him to ‘remember Goose
Green’ and offering him a
posthumous VC. o
French troops were treated to

‘a special message from theijr

Socialist President last ‘night

who urged them to remember -

that they were -preserving all
that was good in the country —
especially French cuisine.

It is not yet known what
effect the ruling in Britain’s
High Court will have on the
conflict. The ruling that not

more than six Druze militiamen -
can defend any one town is .
likely to be resisted by the -

extremists who now appear to

have taken over what is right-

fully ours . . . I mean right-

fully belonging to ordinary,

peace-loving Lebanes_e .

communications

- campaign
| at TUC :

THE Labour Campaign for Gay
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A recen{ survey 4n the Financial
Times gives some picture of the

dramatic rise of Japanese foreign -

investment in recent years. |
In the 1960s Japan had an
insignificant share of world total
foreign investment. By 1980 it
had risen to be the capitalist
world’s fourth-ranking foreign
investor, behind the US, the UK,
and the Netherlands. But the
biggest rise in Japanese overseas

investment has come since 1981.

Japanese investment in the US

and Western Europe has expanded’

especially fast, though mostly
through purchases of stock and

loans rather than direct manufac-

turing investment. Within Western

Europe, the UK  has attracted

much more Japanese investment
than any other country.
¥ ok ok sk X |

Japan exports much less of its

production than most West Furo-

pean countries — about 15%, as

- H—\.‘—‘;Mu-::.‘g*(O'\wﬂ&'-.n- —. A o bt

THE National Executive Com-

mittee (NEC) report to the 1983
. Labour Party conference con-
tains a full four pages on the
NEC’s own attempts to witch- .

hunt socialists out of the Party
.. and then blames Labour’s

| ““‘severe defeat’’ in the election

on its ‘‘reputation for disunity

| and for internal strife’’.

~ The account of the NEC’s ex-
pulsion of the five Militant edi-

torial board members covers litt-

le of the tortuous wriggling the

NEC went ‘through. ‘It blames -

Militant for the fact that it all

took so long and that the NEC

couldn’t show the evidence. If
only Militant had not gone to

court, they could have been got

rid of so quickly!

- The report mentions that
“‘the constituency parties to
which the excluded members
had belonged... were requested
to remove their names from the

Will

NA

“by John BloXaﬁl

membership records’’, but not

that two of the three CLPs
involved are still refusing to do
it. |

Hornsey CLP is cited as hav-
ing “‘refused to accept’’ the

NEC’s decision to keep Tariq
Ali out. The report says that
now, 21 months later, ‘‘the pro-

_ cedure .to expel Mr Ali from
- membership has been initiated

by the NEC’’.
- The NEC'wants Conference to
endorse this, and "also their

suspension  of
- Wythenshawe CLP.

Both Hornsey and Wythen-
- shawe will be challenging the

NEC. - |

- Much is omitted: the attacks
on Peter Tatchell; the decision to
pulp the Bermondsey by-elec-
tion leaflet:; the attempt to ban
Militant from Party premises

Manchester

g Selec'tive I'“eport o

o«

| ahd functions; and t‘he expulsion

_ of Stan Crooke. |
The NEC’s manoeuvre to stop

reselections after boundary re-
organisations, and to prevent
Ken Livingstone being chosen

as Labour candidate in Brent

-East, is reported like this: ‘‘the

NEC... used its powers under
the Constitution to propose a
shortened procedure for the re-
allocation of candidates’’.

There is hardly a word on the
rank and file resistance to the

- witeh-hunt. ‘‘Not all non-affilia-

ted groups of Labour Party

members have applied for regis-

. tration’’, the Report says, coyly.

“In the circumstances... the
National Executive Committee
decided not to pursue organisa-
tions which failed to register’’.

That rank and file resistance
can continue to push back the
witch-hunt. But it’s not beaten
yet.

TFHE

face up

........

ACCORDING to the National

Executive Committee
total Labour Party membership

stood at 6% million in 1982, a
decline of 100,000 on 1981. This

decline came almost wholly
from the affiliated trade union
“membership, which stands at

- justshortof 6.2 million. . -
The individual membership

stayed almost the same, at
273,803. The Report comments:

to

Kinnock: supr"r"ing‘rhe witch-hunt?

report,

r R

. Influx and exodus

“*Many conéti’tuency parties
recruited a substantial number
of new members in the year,

only to see their year-end total

rediced by a larger exodus of
members. The reasons given for.
this are mainly the cost of mem-
bership when the economic cli-

-mate is depressed, lack of atten-
“tion by many parties to the regu-
lar servicing of their mem-

bership, and political reasons’’.

-
.

e

NATFHE may then be.
forced to consider how far
its members should take on
the role of police. At the same =
time, the MSC may well clamp
down on what can be dis-
cussed in. class, raising aca-

Side-ef

against 25% or more (ovér 50%
for Belgium and the Netherlands). -
Yet the FT concludes that
“the -expansion of its (Japan’s)
- economy has depended on export
- growth during the past few years”
more than for any other country.
Between 1970 and 1979,
Japan’s share of world exports of |

In short, socialists employed
on YTS within FE must quickly
build links with others in-
volved via the youth and careers
services, the schools and other
workplaces, work out a prin-

traditional FE, to enable pro-
gressive work to be done with
oppressed young people. |

Nevertheless, there are
several reasons why conflicts
are likely to develop over:

The assault on. all things liberal and “wasteful® continues as the -
National Advisory Board sets out to stop polytechnics: offering the
SaME courses as universities. NAB, a particularly unpleasant Quango,
want polys to go back to teaching mechanical engineering and drop the
‘academic’ non-vocational arts and social science courses, =

Last year Sir Keith Joseph chewed over the idea of redilcing the
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machinery rose from 8.7% to’

13.3%, while the US’s share fell
from 19.9% to 15.7% and West

Germany’s also fell slightly from

17.7% to 17.5%. Since 1979
Japan’s exports have risen further,

The FT survey also gives some

interesting figures on the position

of women in Japan — figures
which suggest that a considerable
gap has opened up between tradi-

economic reality. That gap could
be the basis for a mass women’s
liberation - movement in Japan
before too long. “

In an opinion poll, 71% of
“Japanese women agreed that

. “husbands should go to work and
. women should stay at home”.
' Only 26% of British women and
- 13.5% of Scandinavian women
agreed. -
. Only 6.4% of Iapan’s scien-
-tists, 2.4% of engineers, and 0.5%
are

of senior civil servants,

- women. Women are even more

confined to a few low-paid jobs

than in the West.

t  Yet by now over 50% of
Japanese women are in waged
 work. And by. 1981, 33% of
Lyoung - Japanese women were
.completing higher education.
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80,000 full time students.
FE- and Poly lecturers) has

and changing

~ ERIC HEFFER MP
- JO RICHARDSON MP
- TONYBENN
BOB WAREING MP |
.~ MANDY MOORE
. CHAIR: CHRIS MULLIN

CENTRAL HALL, WESTMINSTER, SW1
TUESDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 7.30 p.m.

number of social
courses, What use
wanted to know.
but some colleges

science graduates admitted onto teacher training
is a social science graduate
Probably more use than the |
listened to him and the Ppapers carried-a story about

in an infants school, he

qualified applicants being turned down because they were social science

graduates, oL
. Youth on YTS are goin

-

to spen‘d time in FEs, Tﬁey amount to
ot surprisingly NATFHE (the union for
bought YTS.

As YTS gets underway,

Pressure is starting to grow on lecturers.

.. FE colleges are being drawn
keeping YTS youth busy for 13 we
.. Here, 'in two articles, COLIN W

- AL SYRETT, Kingston Poly Stude

are doing in further and higher education.

TRADITIONALLY, most FE
students have either been
apprentices on day release

or full time students on GCE

or professional courses. Al-

“though sbme teaching is done -
by hourly paid part timers -
or as overtime, most is done

by staff on permanent con-

tracts working 38 weeks be-
tween September and July.
YTS schemes are

All the
supposed to have a  general

education element in -them.

Most will be in FE colleges.

But some . will not enter FEs.

at all. They will be taught
instead by staff of the firm

nts

‘and training for all 16 1y
olds, expanding FEs by the

- full time students. |
were urged to prepare them- -
selves by embracing the MSC's
skills

work, has a

~ MSC

into the unemployment indilstry ~
eks. -

AUGH, Tottenham. NATFHE and
Union, look at what the Tories

where they are placed, or
by a private agency. -

In December 1981,
duction of YTS, NATFHE
officials hailed this as a step
towards = quality education
year

equivalent of at least 80,000
Members

ideology of flexible
training and - ‘Vocational pre-
paration’. -

- This line was pushed even
harder from June 1982, after
Tebbit conceded an increase
in the YTS. allowance from
£15 to £25 and shelved his
plan  (temporarily) for - deny-
ing benefit to refusers.- Only

- over the last few months, as
- private agencies look set to

grab more and more of the
slightly more
critical position been adopted..
- This isn’t simply. the leaders
selling out the members.

) Whilst many lecturers would,
for
- to keep

reasons, prefer
unemployed young
people out of colleges, still

elitist

more want YIS in because -

the collagse of apprentice-

ship (and hence of day release)

threatens them with redun-
‘dancy. @ . o
Others, including some

with a record of- political or

‘trades union activism, see ‘it
as a way out of the institu-
- tional, educational and personal

stagnation FE has suffered
 for years. |
Again, this isn't .merely
careerism. In some areas of
~very  high  unemployment
‘and local authority neglect

(for example Liverpool) the.
i1s, for the moment,
genuinely cufting across - the

bureauciacy and elitism of

average physicist in fact,

when
Tebbit announced the intro-

YTS within FE in the near

future.

First, 'Colle“ges will be com-

- peting with other aencies for

YTS work. .
-~ college principals (many of
- them

two

- an
Lecturer 1.

ployed on

they are to be ‘placed’. I ‘_

To lower costs,

NATFHE
will = attack lecturers’
tions of service.

local authorities
chester and Croydon)

members)
condi-
Already,
(Man-
have

- provoked ‘major disputes by

trying to do this.

In this year's salary nego-

tiations the employers’ side
tabled the introduction of
‘mstructor’ grade below
Because of MSC

requirements a growing number

of FE staff are already em-
short term con-

tracts and inferior conditions,
and this will pressurise others
into accepting” larger classes

and other forms of extra work
required for MSC. schemes. .

These include the massive
quantities of time necessary
for assessing students by means
of profiles and for
and supervising ‘work
perience’ placements.

The NATFHE leadership
has effectively conceded the
extension of the college year
from 38 to 48 weeks. With

ex-

existing holiday entitlements
unchanged there will be pecu-

liar hours being worked this
year. '

Secondly, as YTS moves to -

full implementation, the extent
to- which the whole scheme
rests on cheap labour on
substituting ‘work experience
trainees’ for regular employees
— will be highlighted. There

e

will be resistance by workers

In~ some arfeas of industry
and local government where

will ‘become more difficult
for NATFHE to remain neutral
towards these actions.

South. East London Tech

college NATFHE branch have

duced.

decided to boycott YTS work
if the college takes in trainees

from non-unionised  work-
places. R -
Thirdly, as young people

increasingly  see through the
MSC’s propaganda, tension
will build up amongst groups
of them at college. This will
be all the greater if — as seenj
likely — compulsion in the form
of cutting the benefits of re-
fusers is gradually reintro-

finding

demic freedom as a union
1ssue. | '

THE National Advisory Board
‘has revealed the Tory govern-
- ment’s intentions to cut public
sector higher education — the

polytechnics and higher educa-

tion colleges. |
The NAB was set up as an
interim body to ‘‘advise the

~Secretary of State on provision

and funding of advanced
courses’’. What it did last year
was close three courses and
recommend the closure of a
further 68. This year it has
recommended a 10% cut in
public sector financing across
the board. :
Central _government has
imposed ¢uts on both the public
sector and ‘private’ sector (the
universities). But the quangos

managed the cuts differently.
The. universities chose to cut

student numbers, the polys
- kept up the numbers but cut--

back on everything else. In the
polys, the student:tutor ratio
has increased.

- Executive on "The
- NOLSNC.a_nd lots

3

|
!

3 New l'paper of Socialist

- which administer them have |

NAB

nationally

Articles by Tony r_Ben"n,‘ Karen Té.lbot, NUS '
year ahead’; Tony Dale,
more. -

Students in NOLS. Available

cipled approach towards YTS,

-and- fight to get this accepted

by NATFHE.

Poly gone?

With this year’s round of
cuts the NAB intends to make
sure that cuts will force colleges

~to turn away from ‘‘non-scien-
tific’ and technical’’ subjects
‘and concentrate instead on.the
employers’ market. - | -
- 2,000 mainly teaching jobs

will go, along wit:h 5,000 student

pla_ces-.- S _ -
‘Since the NAB report camig
~out two weeks ago many

colleges have complained that it
inevitably means widepread

has recommended mergers with
technical or FE colleges it also
means the possible closure of
whole colleges. '. ,
Two weeks ago NUS called a
conference for public sector
higher education students to
discuss our response to NAB.
Unfortunately NUS
decided that the way to fight

is by leaving it up to the

~course closures. Wherethe NAB-

has

areas. There isn't going to be a

coordinated cam-
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- torate the fundamental

THE left wing candidate for

- Leader of the Labour Party, Eric

Heffer,, has launched a

‘Women’s Manifesto as part of

his campaign. He said:
“It. is crucial that women

"receive a fair deal  from the

Labour Party. Women inside the
Party are rightly demanding

greater power and responsibil- .

ity, and in addition Labour must

persuade millions of women to

support socialist principles and
positive action if a Labour
Government is to be elected at
the next General Election.
(...) .

- “"A. Women’s Manifesto
should be drawn up the by
Natlonal Executive Committee
in con]unctlon with  the
Women’s Organisations in the
Party, and should m my view
contain:

*A  major programme to
provide free and - integrated
child care facﬂmes for all who
want them.

*Changes in the Sex Dlscnm
ation and Equal Pay Acts to
strengthen them and widen their
scope. |

*The ‘promotion of Positive
Action Programmes to deal with
discrimination in employment.

*Shorter working hours and a

radical look at workmg con-
- ditions. |
*The introduction of a Statu-

tory Minimum Wage.

*Action to deal thh the sexist |

and degradmg portrayal of
‘women in the media.
“‘As far as presentation to the

‘electorate is concerned, I believe

that the Party should give

women, and women’s issues, a. |
profile in election cam-

higher ,
paigns. We should provide a
range of leaflets for women,
written by women. We should
attempt to explain to the elec-
link
between our secialist principles

‘and the fight for equahty for
- women., |

“Our society is still caught up
in the out-dated image of male
breadwinners, with women
providing the ‘back-up services’
of home-makmg and chxld-rear-

e Wl L) NSl £ W T .

Vi supportparty policy

L4

- ""A number of actions need to
be taken to alter this image and

it.

“Firstly child care facilities
must be a major priority to
enable women to have access to
work outside the home and to
establlsh the principié of a
woman’s right to work.

““At the same time working
hours and conditions need to be

altered so that all parents have

time at home with their families

on an equal basis.
‘‘Action needs to be taken to

end the discrepancies between

men’s and women’s wages:

this is one principle reason why

I have supported over many
years the. idea of a Statutory
Minimum Wage to reduce the

enormous gap between the low

paid — who are mainly women
— and those on higher pay.

Collective bargaining has clearly

whether or not they have an
“abortion, and to ensure that
“abortion facilities are available,
free within the National Health

" Latest i lssue — 10p plus 2%.p
postage from 10B Landseer
Road London N19

.......... Pw. @

failed to achieve thls redistribu-
tion.

(...) - | |
‘'] support Party Policy on the

issue of abortion. I believe there -

should be changes in the law to
give women the right to cheose

Service,
throughout the country.

" I have voted against attempts
to restrict the 1967 Abortion Act

on an equal basis

.

- on three occasions in the House

of Commons, and I voted for Jo

- Richardson’s Abortion Facﬂmes

Bill in 1981.

- ““The links between the
Women'’s Organisation and the
rest of the Party could be stren-
gthened by the adoption” of a

“‘......O..O.

S AtUrltleg

to change the attitudes behind

® 0000000V ."

TESSA HOWLAND (IFL)

S

“Annual Conference

VS SR . — T L P S U e Gl R e o

on thei issueof abortl on’

formal constitution and rules for
the Women’s Organisation- in
line with the rest of the Party. It
is only through such a formal
structure that the Women’s
Organisation will be able to

operate in a truly democratic

manner and present itself as a
recogrised force in the Party.

(...} .
- *‘T believe that the promotion
of resolutions direct from
Women’s Conference onto the
- Agenda
would have two advantages for

women® Firstly, it will give
direct access to the policy
making structure of the Party to

the Women’s Organisation, and,

secondly, it will mean that the
views and aspirations of women
in the Party will be brought
directly to the attention of the

-whoIe Party.

‘I support the principle that
the Women s Section of the NEC
should be representative of, and-
accountable to, the Women’'s
Organisation in the Party. 1

would prefer to see all elections

National Labour Women's Conference — still no voice in the main Party

conference

-

Extra delegates

Many local Labour Parties don’t even know yet that they may
be entitled to an extra woman delegate to Labour Party con-
- ference. The CLPD Women’s Action Committee is circulating

this model resolution:

““THIS conference deplores the
action of the National Executive

Committee in these last few

weeks, in once more obstructing
the constitutional right of CLPs
to send an extra woman delegate
to this Annual Conference.

Conference notes that this ob-
struction is inconsistent with the
assurance given by the National
Agent last year that every
attempt would be madé ‘to make
absolutely sure that the provi-

"sions.of the Constitution would

be met and that they are reason-

“able in order to see that consti-

tuencies do get the additional

- women delegates to Confer-

ence’
Conference regrets thé Nat-
ional Executive’s failure to act

on the advice of its own officers

and to clarify the criteria for the
election of extra women  dele-

- gates. Failure to do so will only

result in fewer women delegates
to a conference which is over-
whelmingly male-dominated
and which therefore projects an
.image to the public of being pri-

- marily concerned with the inter-
_ ests of men and of failing to pro-

ject the concern of the majority
of the electorate, women.

Conference instructs the Nat-
ionel Executive Committee to .
~act promptly on the advice of
Party officers and last year’s

Conference and to agree the
constitutional
ready prOposed by the Natlonal
Executive Committee’s office’

| for the |

- Campaigns

safeguard al-

NEC conducted at
Annual Conference so that Con-

ference remains the supreme
policy making body of the Party.
I also" believe that we may

_face problems from other groups

such as the Local Government

Conference and the Parliamen-
tary Labour Party who may wish

to change the character of the

NEC and demand similar
representation.
""However, the arguments

concerning the election of the

- Women's Section of the NEC by

women are extremely strong,

and I would welcome discus-

sions with women in the Party
as to how best we can achieve
this aim.

"‘The Party
full-time Women’s Officer. At

. present Joyce Gould is not only
the Women’s Officer but also

Assistant National Agent and
Officer ar_ld can

should | have a

therefore only devote a sma
portion of her time to th
Women s Organisation.

‘I believe that women shoul
have a full-time officer with th
appropriate research and admin
‘istrative staff so they can effec
tlvely campaign and develoj
pohcy for women in the Party

"I also believe that Regiona
Women's Officers should be
women and that urgent actior
needs to be taken to end the
present ludicrous situatior
where a majority of Regiona
Women'’s Officers in the Party
are men.

"It is clear that the PLP mus:
have a front bench spokespersor
on Women’s Rights who sup-
ports the objectives. of the
women’s movement. If elected

as leader, I would appoint Jc

chhardson to that position as
she is the woman who has con-
sistently fought  for these
policies over many years.’

" NATIONAL
"MARCH

" AND RALLY
'OCTOBER 8

STOP THE DEPORTATION OF

MOHAMMAD IDRISH
CALLED BY NALGO

- How to get there: |

-~

Assemble 11am, Booth St, Handsworth, Birmingham

Public transport: 74 or 79 bus from Clty Centre. -

By road: Take the M5 to junction 1 (sign-posted West Brom-
wich). Turn left at roundabout and follow signs, ‘A41 Birmingham’.
Booth St is about 12 miles on right. Coach parking available.
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Let the people of Hong Kong

deczde thetr fu ture!

Bntam and Chm'a have been dlscussm the future of
Hong Kong for over a year. The Chmese government
has declared its intention to take complete control of .

nine-tenths of Hong Kong’s territory when the lease

on which it is held by Britain expires in 1997. By the
time the third round of talks began in Peking this
week, the Hong Kong dollar had lost one-third of the
mternatronal value 1t had a year ago.

Hong Kong is still a British
Crown Colony It is a specula-

tors’ paradise and an oft-cited
model of free enterprise capital-

ism. -
‘Britain has been in control
since the 19th century, when it
Mposed _unequal treaties on
China giving Britain Hong Kong
island, the Kowloon Peninsula
and the hinterland known as the
New Territories. These terri-
tories make up the Crown
Colony today.

The Peo le’s Rep ublic' of
China has never accepted the
unequal treaties and has consis-
tently claimed that Hong Kong
is Chinese territory, to be
reclanned ‘“when the time is
ripe’’, though no attempt has

ever been made to take back |

Hong Kong.

Peking and London have both »

beneﬁted economically from the
prosperous colony. It has been
Stalinist China’s main economic

gateway to the world, and today

as much as one-third' of China’s
overseas earnings come through
Hong Kong.

Now, when the ‘‘lease’’ on the
New 'Pemtones (mthout which
Hong Kong is probably

unvrable) has less than 15 years

to run, a new arrangement has

to be worked out for this
~ ‘““Borrowed place lrvmg on

borrowed time’’

The first round of talks was a

Thatcherite blunder. Fresh from

" her victory over Argentina; she
" took the. bluntest

possible polit-
ical stance when she vrsrted
Hong Kong and Peking for talks.

Her attitude drove the Hong

. Kong stock market plummeting

- and caused such offence that

Deng responded with a sharp,
uncompromising statement on

China’s sovereignty over Hong
Kong

" Thatcher
persuaded that China is not
Argentina by the British Foreign
Office mandarins and the power-

~ ful capitalist class - in Hong
Kong. The British attitude now

is to agree to leave the question

of sovereignty aside, and nego-

tiate ﬁor a Bntlsh admxmstratrve

Gay YS would l.ike to send a
speaker to your YS meetmg, a

pleaemmus.

Comact Gay YS c/o LCGR
21 Devonshire Parade, Lenton

Nottmynm NG7 ZDS or|

_ lhrtm on 01-263 V
9484. ’

~of control over foreign
contrast sharply with the Maoist

has now been

- translated

By Chan
Y1ng

presence after 1997,

In order to understand the
background to China’s proposals
we must look briefly
changes within Stalrmst China in
the last few years. Its depen-
dence on' the capitalist world
market has grown massxvely -.

Government agricultural

'polrcy in China today — dis- -
mantling’' the Communes set up

during the Maoist era, encour-
aging famrly farming on private

plots — is rapidly creating a
layer of rich peasants, like the

kulaks in Russra durmg the late,

19208
" Industrial

On the industrial front, the .
“shift away from heavy mdustry,
the -

into light manufactuf®,
introduction of material "incen-

‘tives, the attempts to increase
the range of consumer

goods,
and the partial decentrahsatron
trade

policies of - emphasising heavy

industry, voluntarism and aus-

terity, and minimal nnport of
forergn technology.

Most importantly, theré has
been a massive encouragement
for overseas capitalists to invest

in Chinese industry, with the

creatron of Special Economrc._

ist structure.,

at the

~ structive’’

Zones.
On the political front the
Constltutlon has been amended

to create Special Administrative

Regions (SARs). Into this cate-
gory the Chinese government

has placed Hong Kong as well as

neighbouring Portuguese-
administered Macao, and

Taiwan. These regions have,
according to the Constitution,
a high degree of autonomy.
About Hong Kong China
says:
1). Chinése soverergnty over

‘Hong Kong is not for negotia-

tion.
2) The SAR formula isto apply

with Hong Kong but with the
retention of the present capital-
‘““One nation,
two systems”’.

3) “‘Let Hong Kong peOple
run Hong Kong’’.

4) ‘‘Maintain prospenty and

stability’’.

‘In the second round of talks
the central disagreement was
over DBritain’s insistence of

retaining an administrative role

after 1997. This proved to be a
major obstacle, and the second

round came to an abrupt end
after four sessions. The fact that

the final communique did not
have the words ‘‘useful and con-
sent the stock
exchange tumbling yet again.
-The. fundamental situation

| however is that British imperial-

ism has the upper hand.
Peking has depended heavily
on Hong Kong to earn'its foreign

- exchange over the past three

decades and will oontmue to do
SO. "
'The drsastrous Maoist policies

| begmmng with the Great Leap
- Forward in 1958 have long ago

destroyed any belief Hong

Kong people may have had that :

Stalinist China is socialist or
even that life is better there.

- The flight of refugees, the -

naked corruptlon (though it is no

~ worse than in Hong Kong), and
‘the real economic hardship of

relatives on the mainland have

- disillusioned most Hong Kong
workers - with ‘Communist’ |
China. ) .

~ systems’’

- is" split three ways -—
Pekm g, pro-Taiwan (now very

collar

The'jharsh suppression of the
Chinese Democratic Movement
has shattered illusions that

.Deng’s regime is any improve-

ment on the Gang of Four.
Peking. would have grave
problems in assimilating these

~ six million indifferent or hostrle

people to its political rule,
especially if the local economy
takes a nosedive. For all these
reasons Peking adopted its
position of ‘‘one nation, two
and “self—rule for
Hong Kong’’.

British negotlators can threat-
en Peking thh the ‘‘collapse of
conﬁdence in Hong Kong

, Large overseas capitalist inves-

tors will of course be able to pull
out, leaving Peking W1th a
broken ricebowl.

They have insisted that a

" British administration is essen-

tial to maintaining a capitalist
system there after 1977. |
British imperialism is also

aware that Peking’s strategy of
undermining the Kuomintang

regime in Taiwan and bringing

-about a peaceful reunification of
.China depends heavily on the

propaganda value of regaining
Hong Kong without economxc

chaos.

The only social force which
can transform the situation lies

dormant at present — the Hong
Kong working class. It has long

forgotten its record of struggle’

in the 1920s at the height of the
second Chinese Revolution. .

Most workers are not union-
1sed. The trade union movement
pro-

small), and an independent
strand with a large ~ white-
presence.
longer has the ability, even if it
dared to arouse Hong Kong
workers to rise up against

. colonialism.

That historic task falls on.the
shoulders of the small Trotskyist
cadre in Hong

campaign for an all-powerful
elected Local. Assembl for

- Hong Kong should be sup orted_
by all socialists and labour

activists in Britain.

What the Trotskylsts say

-AS THE Thatcher government

and the Chinese bureaucracy
discuss the future of Hong Kong
over the heads of the peOple of
this British colony, socialists in

Hong Kong have come out with'

their own demands on this ques-
tion.

The statement we prmt here is
from ‘Combat
Bulletin’, paper of the Revolu-
tionary Marxist League.
‘October Review’, the - other
Trotskyist publication in- Hong
Kong, has come out with a
similar line.

- They oppose contmued British

colonial rule; they also oppose
imposition of the rule of the
Chinese bureaucracy. They call

- for an elected sovereign assem-
‘bly for Hong Kong; for ‘truly
for a

democratic self-rule’:
‘joint effort’ of the 'Hong Kong
workers -

status of real masters of the

country’, and thus for Hong

Kong to be ‘incorporated into
workers’ China’ with

dlctatOI'Shlp

1._ Hong
China’s territory. ,The Brit-
ish in Hong Kong should un-
condrtronally withdraw from
China'’s soil.

2. Sir Edward Youde (the
British-appointed Governor

" of HK — translato?’s note)

»
e

‘with the labouring tic nghts,

masses of China to strike for the

the -
overthrow of the bureaucratlc -

Kong is a part of

‘has no right whatsoever to
represent the Hong Kong
people in the
with the Chinese Government.
His claim has no reasoned.
nor legal basis.

3. The people of.Hong Kong

should seize control of their
own destiny.
overthrow colonial rule,
strive for democratic
rule of Hong Kong by its own

and

people.

Masses

4. The Hong Kong masses
must organise qurckly to fight
for working people’s rights,

beneflts and living standards.

in the 4rea of socral and eco-
normc ‘policy; on_ the poh-
tical front they need to raise
the ‘demand for democra-
and fight for an
all-powerful elected  local
assembly representing - all
.Hong Kong citizens. |
5. The local assembl should
be Hong Kong's hrghest au-
thoritative body -— it will
give birth to a people’s gov-
ernment which will imple-
ment political, economic and
social changes in. favour of

the working people, as well
as determine the relation-
‘ship with mainland China.

6. As a result of the -Chi-
nese Communist Party’s bur-
eaucratic misrule, Hong Kong

present talks -

They should
self-

" Kong
possible right to self-deter- -
mination —. allow Hong Kong
‘people to establish an elect-
ed local assembly and a people’s

people must struggle . vigor-.

ously for -democratic self-
“rule, while initiating and
| strengthemng 'co-operatlon

with all Chinese people in
conquering bureaucratic rule,

- building a democratic social-

ist system, & completing
the re-unification of China.

7. The Chinese govermment

must abandon the policy of
secret diplomatic talks. They
shold adopt an open and derno-

cratic policy of reporting to

and consulting Hong Kong

people before and du_ring
~all negotiations. All nego-
tiated agreements must be
subject to recelvmg Hong
Kong people’s full cnsent
before implementation. - The
Chinese  government must
vigorously = support Hong
. Kong people’s struggle for

.democratic rights and bene-

fits, and defend their living
conditions. - The
government must grant Hong
people the greatest

government, allowing the
policy of democratic self-
rule of Hong Kong to Be made

a reahty 4
COMBAT BULLETIN
REVOLUTION ARY MARXIST
LEAGUE
10th July 1983.
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Trtal by medza

in the N orth

OVER 350 people have so far been charged or sentenced
under Britain’s “informer system” in Northern Ireland. Hilda
MacThomas, a writer for An Phoblacht/Republican News tells
the story of the latest “supergrass”, Robert Lean The artlcle*.-

has been slightly shortened.

A MASSIVE
operation was launched by the
RUC on September 6, hours
after the dawn arrests of 15
West Belfast nationalists. After

announcing that they were act-

ing on the ‘information’ pro-

vided by Robert Lean, whose

family was now ‘in protective
custody the RUC launched a

- series of leaks to the media, des-

tined to frighten or demoralise
the people of West Belfast.
Srmultaneoual the frequen-
cy of British army/RUC road-
blocks rose sharpl y, with Brits
peering inside cars at each and
every passenger; to create the

impression that they were look-

ing for people to arrest.
Throughout the week the
RUC fed systematic lies to the

press as to: the number of

people arrested — 28 according

to the Irish News of September
8, even more according to
certain British - tablords, the

alleged high rank of Lean in the

IRA — ‘“‘Belfast’s second in
command’'’, it was reported; the
extent of information allegedly

“provided by Lean, who, accord-

ing to press reports, had given
60 names; the names and

alleged ranks of two of the -
people detained in Castlereagh,
- before- they had even been

brought to court; the RUC boast
that Lean would help them to

“Wreck West Belfast ‘Sinn
Fein’’,
Throu ghout the week

print and
broadcast” the ‘hot gossip’
chumed out by the RUC, show-
ing themselves willing accom-
plices in the RUC’s campaign.
While. all of Sinn Fein's
offices were fully staffed and

working as usual, the press was
reportmg wild allegatrons of

‘panic spreading through West
Belfast’’ (Irish Tunes} of scores
of republicans ‘‘on the run’’ or
“‘having fled over ‘the border”’
(Evemng Press).

The Times of Se tember 9,

and other British newspapers

the next day, named two of the
arrested as being the ‘‘IRA’s
Belfast O/C’’ and its ‘‘Northern

| the
~ Jrish and British media tnpped
‘over themselves to

ps chologrcal N

' Meanwhrle it was announced
on Friday September 9, that four
British barnsters were to come
to Belfast to investigate. the
RUC’s use of alleged accom--
phces evidence, the tactics of
‘protective custody for their
relatives, and other matters
lmked to the show trials,
Protests by local sohcrtors
have been so scarce in the last
14 years that it is worth noting
the unattributed quotes which
found their way into the columns
of some newspapers, where

| lawyers were reported as being

“worried’’ at what they see as a

“‘purely political exercise’’, and

-c.oncerned that there is auto-

‘matic ‘‘presumption of guilt”’

-for those accused by hired -

perjurers (Irish Times, Se tem-
ber 10). In the Sunda Tunes |
SDLP  member and Belfast

solicitor Paschal O’Hare even-—-

- descnbed the show tnals as ‘‘a

farce’’
- As 16 people were charged
solely on the word of Robert'

- Lean, seven of them on Saturday

10 September and the other nine
on Monday September 12,
solicitors for the accused

denounced the RUC leaks, and

what amounted to a ‘trial by the

"media’.

“‘Lean is cast as a top member
of an illegal organisation’’,
solicitor Pat Finucane declared "
explamm" the RUC strategy :

“‘a$ a sort of master-spy, accord-
ing to the latest reports. There-
fore he is in a position to know

‘accurate and reliable informa-

tion, therefore his allegations
are correct, therefOre these
people must be guilty . o
After the tnal mvolvmg UVF ~
informer -Joseph Bennett, QUP

and DUP politicians, under
- pressure from local loyahst
organisations, had ‘unanim-

chief’’ or even ‘‘Chief of Staff’’

— an unashamed attempt by the

RUC to further prejudice an
already biased court system.
However, this overkill on the

part of the RUC and the media
~ruler

predictably caused some unease

in otherwise silent quarters. The

two ‘bishops of Derry, Bishop
Edward Daly and the Church of
Ireland bishop Dr = James
Mehaffey, voiced their doubts a8
to the use of ‘‘uncorroborated
evidence by accomplices.’”’ In a
Radio Ulster.interview on Friday

September 9, Bishop Daly S&ld |
such measures were “bnngmg'

the law into drsrepute’ ', while
Mehaffey called them ° ‘morally
questionable.”’

At the  weekend, British

_Labour MP Martin Flannery
likened the Belfast show trials to

the ‘‘show trials conducted by

‘Hitler and Stalin.’

- declaring that
. informers’’

‘he was

ously’ decried the use of hired
perjurers. However, after last
week’s arrests, Official Unionist
leader James Molyneaux could
no longer contain himself, and
announced on Monday that he :
had changed his mind and now
approved of the RUC tactics.
DUP deputy leader Peter

'Robinson was quick to attack his-

rival, and the next day called
him ‘‘a (fool’’ and ‘‘naive’’

while makmg a bid for the
support of Belfast loyahsts by
questioning the use of perjurers.

- Meanwhile, British direct-
James Prior played a
perfect Pontius Pllate to the
assembled press on Monday,
““the wuse of
~was a matter
entrrely for the courts, and that
ae,) “‘distancing myself from
He was later slammed by

West Belfast MP Gerry Adams

who said: ““Mr Prior supports a -
corrupt process where the
witness is offered iImmunity,

'grven ‘inducements, and coach-

ing in what to say in court. The

law courts in Belfast are about

/

as independent of James Prior

as the show trials i in Russia were
of Stalm '’
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RACISM is on the rise in
France. Fascists ,

have sown.

On Se tember 11, three mem-
bers of the French National
Front — roughly similar in

politics to the British, group of

the same name — won seats on
the town council at Dreux, west
of Paris.  One of the new coun-
cillors is Jean-Pierre Stirbois,
general secretary of the National
Front.

They won their seats as part of

a joint slate with the mainstream
right-wing parties, the RPR and
the UDF. In the. first round of

the election, on Se tember 4, -

the RPR/ UDF slate had won
43% of the vote, the Left 41%,
and the N atlonal Front 17%.

The right wing and the fascists

Nuclear arms

‘useless

have reaped
- where the leaders of the Soc1al- .
‘ist Party and Communist Party

~announced

by Ma_-rtin Thomas

then agreed on a ]omt slate for
~ the run-off.

It seems that the NF votes

 came mainly from working class

areas. 25% of the population in
Dreux are immigrants (who do

‘not have the right to vote), and =~
~the former Socrahst Party mayor

was blamed for ° gwlng prefer-
ence’ tothem.

- Socialist Party and Commun-
ist Party leaders voiced their
horror. But only a few days
before, on August 31, the SP/CP
dominated government
‘new  measures
against ‘illegal immigrants’.

The ‘election of the left
government in 1981, was follow-
ed by a liberalisation-in immi-
gratlon law. But now the govern-

US warmonger

INSIGHT-into the dangers of the
escalating arms race came last
week from an unlikely source —
Robert McNamara, one of the
chief instigators of the 1960s
missile build-up. i :
McNamara, writing in the US
magazine Foreign Affairs, lifted
~the lid of mystery on the crash of

a nuclear-armed B-52 bomber in -

North Carolina 22 years ago.

The falling bomber dropped
two 24 megaton nuclear bombs
- — each potentially 1,800 times
more
which destroyed Hiroshima.

One broke apart on impact;
the other was prevented from
exploding only by the final stage

of seven safety devices — after.

six had been triggered. |
- - Until now US sources had
suppressed this information on
how close the USA had come in
1961 to reducing itself to 49
rather than 50 states.
Among those struggling to
hold back the facts was the then

Secretary of Defense in the
rabidly anti-Soviet Kennedy
‘administration: ~ Robert
McNamara! | |

Kennedy had strongly

attacked the Eisenhower admin-
istration for allowing the emer-

powerful than the one -

By' Harry . SToan

gence of a ‘‘missile gap’’ leav-
ing the USA lagging behmd the
USSR.

Yet when he took ofﬁce in

1961 McNamara discovered — if
he didn’t already know — that

this ‘‘missile gap’’ was an elab-
orate fiction, encouraged by
US airforce chiefs, who wanted a
permanent ‘‘first stnke” super-
iority over the USSR. -

McNamara — a leading
executive from the Ford Motor

Company "— forged ahead
regardless, authorising the
deployment of 1,000 inter-
-continental ‘Minutemen’

missiles and the development of
~ the Polaris submanne missile

system

It was under "McNamara

- that development work on the

Multiple Independently-target-
ed Re-entry Vehicle (MIRV)
warheads began in earnest; and
to McNamara must be attrib-
uted the first moves towards
Trident and MX missiles.

It is of course interesting that
this man who has contributed as

~ much as any living individual to

~Fichting

It. seems that the Tories’ Nation-
ality Act has effects outside of

Britain as well. In recent months
700 black people using 60 hour

identity cards were turned away.

by French immigration because
they ‘feared’ many of them had
no right to return to Britain. This
time a trip to France for under-
privileged children is likely to be

population by

an all-wh1te outmg for fear that
black children will be turned
back

“Obviously the French customs
officials are being racist by specif-
ically singling out blacks but

- essentially the responsxblhty lies
with the British government and.

their ramst laws.

- It is a general trend through-

out Lapltahst Europe to wuse
immigrant workers as scapegoats
and rhe West German and French
states are actively trying to repatr-

1ate immigrant workers. In France

one union leader has called for
all immigrants who have beecn in
France for less than ten vears to
be sent home.

In Germany the Christian
Democrat government is trading
under the slooan “Germany is not
a country of mmnvrauon” and it
plans to reduce its immigration
2-3 million bv
1990. '

s

L I e .

had .

Helmut Schmidt, a

ment has changed its  tune.
More staff will be employed to
~chase ‘illegal’ = immigrants,

» they will be deported faster, and

they will lose their nght to

.appeal unless they can afford to
pay their fare back to France for
the hearing. |

- The main union federations,
the CGT and the CFDT, suppor-
ted these measures. And even
before . 1981 the
- Party had been agltatmg about

‘o0 many’ immigrants in CP-
controlled municipalities.
‘CP mayor led a gang of thugs
who smashed up an unmlgrant
workers’ hostel.

With the main left partles

thus helping to promote the idea

that unmlgrants are ‘a problem’,

- 1s it surprising that some of the‘
“most

desperate and hard-
pressed French ‘workers turn to

the fascists,’ | who
~ action against this ‘problem’?
The Dreux result confirms a

* National

Communist-

One

promise real

pattern of rising support for the
fascists. In March this year,
Front leader Jean-
Marie Le Pen won 11% of the
vote in a workmg class area of

“Paris.

This does not mean that
fascism is round the corner in
France.

dissociated from the. Dreux
alliance, the RPR/UDF leaders
have repudlated any notion of
an overall national-alliance. And
the NF remains a relatively
small force.

But racist attacks are likely to
increase — unless the French
labour movement heeds the

‘warning of the Dreux result.

No military purpOse? Why did he spend billions o.n them then?

the dangers of nuclear war
should now declare as he has
done in ‘‘Foreign Affairs”’
magazine that “‘nuclear
weapons serve no military pur-
pose whatsoever.’’

But perhaps one reason for

-this limited degree of enlight-

ernment flows from McNamara's
intervening years of work in the
World Bank, where he had to
devote his energies to extract-
ing the maximum profits from
the labour of workers and peas-

ants in Third World countries.

'‘No’ to missiles

AS tens of thousands of anti-

war activists in West Germany
prepare for mass demonstra-

tions this autumn against the
stationing of American Pershing
missiles, there are signs that a
November special conference of
the Social Democratic Paty

could well overturn' its present
policy and declare’ agamst the |

-missiles. -
Schmidt
Former @ SPD  Chancellor

“staunch
upholder of NATO strategy and
the US alliance, has apparently
gone to earth, and is making

little attempt to stem the tide of

opinion away from support for
the deployment of  the

-strike

In such an enterprise — or

"indeed . in last year’s Malvinas

war — nuclear weapons are little
use. McNamara advocates a
strengthening of NATO’s ‘‘con-
ventional’” forces, and the
establishment of a

- free zone’’ in Europe.

confidence

With - touching

‘which few will share his article

also assures the World that:

“It is difficult to nnagme any
US President under any circum-
stances initiating a strategic
except in retaliation
against a Soviet strike.”’

Pershings..

'MeanWhile an SPD regional |

conference in Baden-Wurttem-
burg has voted unammously to
resist the missiles.

Stung by this breach in the
b1-partisan line of support for
US imperialism, Christian
Democrat leaders have arranged
a massive series of party rallies
across the country to counter

the show of strength by the

peace campaigners.

Stiff new restrictions on
demonstrations have been intro-
duced by Chancellor Kohl’s
government, who are now
incensed at the fact that many of
the demonstrators will be able to
take advantage of hefty reduc-
tions through block bookmgs on
German railways. -

4 Although "only one
~ major leader of the RPR/UDF
— Simone Veil — has publicly

"Andean Indians

““nuclear-

Cuban troops in A;zgola

-

AFTER years of undeclared
South African intervention and
sustained sabotage and guerrilla

~activity . by the pro-imperialist

forces of Jonas Savimbi’s

, unita, the Angolan regime is

currently struggling to hold on
to power and control over large
areas of the country. |

Foreign diplomats have been -

warned that their safety cannot
be guaranteed if they venture
more than 15 miles from the
capital, Luanda. |
Savimbi’s systematic sabo-
tage . of communications and
other economic targets — inflic-
ting an estimated $6 billion of

damage — has combined with

the slump in crude oil prices to
devastate the weak Angola
economy, which is still linked to
the major oil monopolies.

It is partly the attempts by the

Dos Santos regime to mend its

bridges to the USA, the other
imperialist nations, and South
Africa, which have laid it open to
the current military offensive.

Slaughter
1n Peru

PERUVIAN security forces have
summarily executed hundreds of

counter-insurgency operations
launched this year, according to
Amnesty International.

Smce January 1983, ‘‘dis-
appearances’’ and extra-judicial
executions in a nine-province
emeérgency zone under military
rule ‘‘have been perpetrated
with impunity and are increas-
ing in number.’’

- Army statistics put the num-
ber of people killed by security
forces this year at over 500. All
the dead are said to have been

guerrillas but officials give few

details, Amnesty International
said. Military communiques on
operations in remote rural areas

rarely report that prisoners have

been taken, it added. |
- According to evidence collec-
ted by Amnesty International,

- many of the unnamed victims
“have been killed after being
detained, wounded or tortured

by mlhtary units and recently
established civilian anti-
guerrilla groups.

- The security operations, now
covering the Andean areas of
Ayacucho,
Apurimac,
kllhngs of hundreds of peasant .
villagers by the guernlla group,

Sendero Lummoso The Shmmg .

Path.

Examining the kllhng of eight
journalists on 26 January in the

Andean community of Uchurac-

cay, Amnesty International
cited ewdence that they were

" detained and summanly execu- -
of the

ted on the authority
Teniente Gobernador, the most

senior local official appointed |

by the central government.

Uchuraccay authorities said-

they had been given mrhtary
orders to interdict all movement
on trails in the region to block:
guerrilla routes, said Amnesty
International.

A resident, Saturnino Ayala'
Robles who was in Uchuraccay
at the time of the executions,
sald troops had ordered the
killing of all strangers passing
through the area and had
mstructed the locals to ‘‘do so
with great cruelty, to torture
 them and mutllate them’’.

- Cuban troops,

‘and UNITA

- pliable,

moves m

A condltlon of “normahsed”
relations with the USA and
South Africa is the withdrawal
of an estimated 20-25,000
who . have
remained in Angola as a prop to
the MPLA, since they helped
defeat imperialist-backed FNLA
guerrillas in 1976.

- While the Angola regime has

flirted with the idea of a Cuban

withdrawal it has effectively
paralysed any military response
to UNITA by the Cubans: and.
this same vat:illation has minim-
ised possible Soviet military
and economic aid. All the time,
Savimbi has been drawing
increased South African and'
imperialist support.

The longer Dos Santos
prevaricates, the more the odds
swing in favour of Savimbi and
his Western backers toppling
the MPLA and establishing a
pro-Pretoria = regime,
which would ride roughshod
over the workers and peasants
of Angola.

No escape

in massive

Huancavelica and
are a response to

IN THE so<alled German
Democratic Republic people
are regularly ]arled for even
mild criticism of official policies.

For exarnple ~those who

~have difficult in getting exit

visas and talk about it can be

-sent to prison on charges of

‘treasonable
information’.
The law makes such actions
an offence even if the infor-
mation is accurate and not
an - official secret.  Amnesty,
the world wide human rights
organisation, says (in the Sep-
tember issue of Amnesty
International Newsletter)
it has yet to learn of a single
prisoner brought to trial on such
charges being acquitted.

Argentine
strike call

IN A renewed surge of working
class action, the two major union
confederations in Argeniina

have threatened a general strike
if their package of wage

passing on of

demands are not conceded on
September 21.

Already public sector workers
are to stage a 24-hour strike on
Thursday September 22; with a'
further 48 hour strike next week
if their demands are not met.

1

New pamphlet, 50p; latest TSC

bulletin, 30p, plus postage.
From TSC, BM Box 5965,
London WClN 3XX.
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Soczalzst Orgamser conference discusses

earl ) g up ag ainst T atC

“HOW TO fi ht the Tories’’ was
the theme: but in the light of

experience since 1979 much of

the discussion and debate inevi-
tably centred on how — and why
— the leaders of the labour
movement have sabotaged any
such fight.

And the same inescapable les-
son emerged in each case: the
need for an organised, concert-
ed struggle inside the unions
and the Labour Party to defeat

the right wing offenswe and

offer a clear and princi led lead
in the struggles whrch continue
to develop.

Socxahst Organiser’s Septem-
ber 17 conference — called in
the aftermath of the June 9 dis-
aster, and designed to provide a
focus for political discussion and
clarification — proved to be
well-timed.

One reflection of this was the
turnout of over 300, and the con-
structive spirit in the workshops
and plenary sessions, which
discussed almost every aspect
of the fight against the Thatcher
offensive.

Following hard on the heels of
a disgraceful TUC Congress, the
SO conference offered left-
wingers a chance to take stock of
the mdustnal and political strug-

gle in advance of the Labour-

Party conference.
While drawing a sober balan-

ce sheet of the setbacks inflicted

on the workers’ movement by
the Tories, with the assistance of
right wing and spineless ‘left’
trade union leaders, speakers
pointed at the same time to the
tenacity of struggles — such as

the occupation of Thornton View

hospital in Bradford and the
fight against _privatisation of
British Telecom.

The opening session of \the
conference was chau'ed by vic-

Sociallst
ORGA NISER

LABOUR PARTY CONFERENCE MEETING
arty conference meeting this @
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. and the fight a amst the Tories. 1cti
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Harry Sloan reports on the
September 17 ‘How to Flght the
Tories’ conference.

| timised BL Cowley militant Alan
- Thornett (whose speech we will

carry next week).
CoHSE Broad Left activist

Andrea Campbell spoke of the
bureaucratic obstacles in the

-path of those health workers —

such as those occupying Thorn-

ton View — who take action to

halt the Tory bulldozers.

Colin Talbot spoke ofe the
struggle in the POEU on the
eve of the union’s specxal con-
ference on privatisation.

The conflict between rank and
file and the established leader-
ship- is not restricted to the un-
ions: it runs through into the
Labour Party, as Alf Holmes of
the drsafﬁhated Wythenshawe
CLP vividly described.

He recounted the stru gles
between the leftward-moving

‘rank and file in Manchestex and

the bureaucratic leaders at Wal-
worth Road, backed up by their
trade union cronies — and
stressed that Wythenshawe may
be down (and disqualified from
this year’s Conference), but is
certainly not out.

The disbanded CLP contlnues
to operate - unofficially while
pursuing the fight..

Joy Hurcombe of Labour CND
told the conference about the

| recent attempts by the CND

leadership to move away from
unilateralism .

'The more general question of -
what politicies and what kind of

leadership can reach and mobil-
- 1se the millions of workers who

did not vote Labour on June 9

was taken up by Reg Race and |

by J eremy Corbyn MP.

-

continued the same |
with its secret decision to deve-

Race Quoted as a vivid exam-
ple of how Labour governments
have operated, the secret deci-

- sion by a tiny cabal of Labour
ministers in Attlee’s 1945 gov-
‘ernment to begin

of a British nuclear bomb. |
The last Labour: government
pattern,

lop the ‘Chevaline’ update for
Polarls How, then, could to-

day’s Labour leadershlp hold

any credibility in arguing a
unilateralist policy?

Race argued forcefully for a .

development

campaign in support of Eric
Heffer and Michael Meacher as
the best way to fight for a
change in the Party.

Jeremy Corbyn took up a simi-
lar theme — pointing to the two-

faced attitude of Labour’s right

wing. On the one hand, they
claim that the Party is ‘‘losing

its a peal to ordinary working

people”’; on the other, when re-

minded that Labour’s most solid
“support has come from the work-

ing class families, black people,

and youth in the inner city areas,

they argue that the Party must
not become ghettmsed’ |
A turn to organising unem-

ployed youth, and active invol- -
vement in trade union and other |
-stru
“ham

gles — such as the New-

DR R S

' carrying more of the speeches in

- Platform speakers included Colin

Talbot (above, far right), Joy
Hurcombe (centre), Jeremy

Corbyn MP, Reg Race, Alf - - =

Holmes, John O’Mahony (from
right to left in left-hand picture),
.Alan Thornett and Andrea Camp-
bell (not pictured). We’ll be

later issues of Socialist Organiser.

mobihsatron of . the Labour'
Party, he argued.

John O’ Mahon - from the
Socialist Organiser editorial
board was the final speaker. He
argued that the Socialist Organ-

iser Alliance had a central and |-

irreplaceable role to play, and

IN THE workshop on Broad
Lefts there were contributions
from ASTMS, USDAW, TGWU |

"AUEW, and NUT 1.
Colm Talbot of the Post Ofﬁcer

Engmeermg Union pomted out
that British Telecom -— .unlike

‘other industries — is highly

profitable, and growing.
The workforce is very confi-

‘dent, having made gains with -

called on those
the SOA and help build it.

 campaign — is vital to the

present to join

TACKLING THE CITY

COULD a Labour overnment

control the City if it really want-

ed to?

Some comrades in the ‘Alter-
native Economic Strategy’ work-
shop thought it could — and

moreover that exchange controls

must be a priority measure for
any radical Labour government.

Most speakers disagreed. So
long as the basic framework of
| capitalism remains intact, they
pomted out, the multmatronals

have dozens of channels to
evade exchange controls. And so
long as a Labour government
restricted the mobilisation of the

- working class to merely ‘con- |
trolling’ the institutions of capi-

talist power — rather than over-
throwing them — the entrench-
ed power of the bosses and
bankers would surely win out

in the end.
Besides, what is the ratxonale

of exchange controls in isolation

from comprehensive socialist
measures? Many on the Left say

that the billions mvested abroad

by British capital are a ‘waste’

— but by what nationalist quirk

is investment by British caprtal
in Britain progressive, and
investment by ‘British capital
elsewhere wasteful? The argu-
ment must be put on a class, not

- a nationalist, basis

Tony Dale from Manchester

argued that the central prob-

lem of the AES is not so much

" nationalism as the fact that it is a

strategy ‘from above’. Martin
Thomas, who had introduced the

workshOp, argued in reply that

this is only half true.

" All 'versions of the AES con-
fine themselves to influencing
the caprtahst nation-state rather

cited a striking examp

 than overthrowing it. Most ver-

sions of the AES stress pressure |
‘‘rom above’.

on the state
through Parliament. But there

-are also versions stressing pres-
“sure ‘from below’, through trade
~wyition and commumty organis-

ations.
For example, Mike Cooley

- and Mike George (both closely

associated with the Lucas Aero-

space Workers’ Plan) argue for

‘economic and industrial plan-
mng firmly based on activism at

the grassroo ”’, but in the

framework of ‘‘an economics for

social needs (much as in the Sec-
ond World War, and in Dalton’s
immediate post-war budgets)’”.

One aspect which we failed to

" discuss, but which looms in-
creasingly large in the’ labour
- movement, is the other sort of

‘AES from below’ — the ‘local
government AES’, as practised
by the Greater London Council

- and other left . Labour local
, authorities.

More than tokens

IE was canﬁd almost without |

MANY Labour Party and trade
union organisations will now
pass resolutions on lésbian and
gay rights. That’sea step for-
ward — but one. thas usuall
falls far short .of actlon on the
issue. :

This problem was ‘the ‘centre

of the discussion in the work-"

shop on ‘Gay Rights — coming
out in the labour movement’.
Bob Cant, introducing the

: workshOp pomted out that while

on many issues the labour move-
ment  challenges

generally it continues to accept

- conventional heterosexual rela-
‘tions as anorm.

A comrade from Coventry
le of the

often tokenistic nature of labour

. movement support for lesbian

and gay rights. In the discussion
on conference resolutions in her
constituency Labour Party, a
lesbian/ gay nghts resolutlon

- lopment there...

prevailing
- values as a matter of course,

controversy. But®hen it came to

| deciding wluch resolution would

be the one that the CLP is entitl-
ed to send in for conference,
overwhelming preference was
given to another — advocating
more capitalist investment in the
Third World as the road to deve-

And when the City Cotinail
had prevented a Gay Festival

- from takm place locally, there
had been no effectlve response

from the Labour Party.

The lack of resolutxons and
amendments for Labour Party
conference this year on lesbian/
gay rights shows that these are
not untypical experiences.

We still have a lot of work to
 do to convince the labour move-

ment that lesbian/gay liberation

is an issue - demanding more

priority than occasional con-
. science-salving resolutions.

i

little struggle. After Communist
Party control collapsed in the |
- early '50s, however this situa-~ |
- tion had produced a right wing |
leadershlp ;
~ Now the threat of pnvat1sa- _
tion to jobs, wages and condi-
tions has roused the member-
ship to place the Broad Left in
power. The Right had shown it- .-
self incapable of leading a flght

The POEU Broad Left today,
Colin said, is unlike the ‘Broad
Left of the past. It is open and
democratic, and includes all

left tendenc1es save those who
exclude themselves. There are
open and honest differences —
but policy is decided by majonty |
vote,

The Broad Left does not con-'
centrate exclusively on union

elections.
| However the Broad Left

STUDF

”FE COL LEGES are dffferent” sa:d Y
don’t focus on the college. They have

- animal welfare was the most political
In rs

H

The workshop ackno wledged that F
organise in..
But Tony Dale, a member of the Na
. -Students national committee, thought.
.« anise FE students as students around
- Comrades in Manchester had sold qu:te
week, he said. - .
- Karen Talbot, a member of the Na
_ tive, said that cuts, privatisation, and
should be pushing. Unfortunately NUS

to be up to activists in the colleges to
annual grants march is not going ahead.
Dave Bebin from Nottingham Univ
helping college staff set up Labour Pa
branches could become really importa
more into the front-line of Tory attac
Gerald James from the London Sch
was a danger that we could end up for
ing exclusively on labour movement b
But he accepted that student unio
~ against pnva tisation, for instance, on
movement isn’t just an :deolog;cally c
necessity for students if state educa tit
extended. - -




‘WOMEN and the Labour Movement’.was a very well-attended workshop, and the few outlandish interven-
tions from ultra-left sectarians did not prevent positive and thoughtful discussion, | "

In her introduction, Liz Philipson said that while the move to increase the representation of women on
the Labour Party National Executive had won backing from the Constituency Labour Parties, it still had to
get support in many trade unions. We have to persuade women to be active in trade unions, and to convince
men that they, too, need to fight for women’s rights. And we have to use the most imaginative methods of
getting our ideas across — not just the usual leaflets, but also such forms as theatre. R -

One sister spoke of the current NALGO zesidential care workers’ dispute. The role of women in ‘caring
jobs’ has led them to see the need to preserve those jobs. | |

Mary Corbishley said that she was afraid that issues of special concern to women, such as sexual harass-
ment at work, will be squeezed out under pressure of a push from men for a united fight to get a Labour gov-
ernment re-elected. But for many women the choice is to put up with sexual harassment or to lose their jobs.
Such issues cannot be ignored.

Jenny Fisher reported on the work being done to unite the struggles of black and Asian women with the
"Labour Party in East London. On a recent demonstration against deportations, one third of the participants
were Labour Party members. | I o -

Gerry Byme commented on how many women were frightened of getting involved in trade union and
Labour Party politics because of the constant threat of violence by men at home and in the street.

. Colin Talbot of the POEU pointed out that telecommunications Is a
fast-growing industry. If the miners’ economic position is getting
weaker, he said, telecoms workers will have to take over as the shock
troops of the labour movement. | SR

-~

.S there adO nturn? .

shop stewards’ movement must |

Lefts

pporters on the union’s Nat- | A
nal Executive Committee have | JOHN O’MAHONY, editor of

-movement and the rank and file 5, We must orgaﬁse and re-

could not indeﬁnitély prevent a

oved shaky under pressure
om the full-time bureaucrats.

Stephen Corbishley said that

e CPSA Broad Left has some
milarities with the POEU’s.
nlike the old Broad Left which
et secretly to fix deals, it is-an
yen organisation, though .the

pcialist Workers’ Party ex-

ndes itself.
'The CPSA Broad Left has

i3hed for more union demo-

acy, with considerable  suc-

1ss, but (because of Militant's

fluence) it is very bad in its
plicy on women. o

Unlike the POEU Broad Left,
e CPSA Broad Left has to
ganised in many different
wetions of workers. This leads
. different policy emphases
| different areas, for example,
pposition to the Tories’ Youth
raining Scheme not being
pshed strongly among Man-
bwer  Services
prkers.

: Recently, Stephen said, de-

aite has declined in the Broad
pft. Militant supporters are
pw just over 50% of the Broad
pft, and therefore do not need

) worry about arguing to win

Pppozt :
E

;&vnne from Sheffield. **Students
wiside interests. At my tech
ibject people were interested

' colleges can be very hard to

ional Organisation of Labour
at it would be possible to org-
e paper ‘Socialist Student’,

- few outside tech colleges this

na/ Union of Students execu-
S were the issues which NUS
n’t doing that, and it’sgoing
e a lead. It fooks like even the

ity s.tr‘essed that we should'&' |
¢ workplace branches. These -
as colleges are drawn more and

 of Economics said that there
ting student issues and focus-
'es. |
cannot hope to win fights

ir won. Turning to the labour
ect’ slogan. it is an immediate
is to be defended, let alone

‘Commission

-

Socialist Organiser, summed
up at the end of the confer-
ence. He addressed himself to
the mood of depression in the
labour T‘iovement after Jung

All around us is massive de-

“vastation, by the slump and by

the Tories. What does the work-
ing class need as an answer to
this? Socialism: the socialist
revolution. -

True, it was unlikely that a
socialist revolution would be the
first response of the British

working class to the slump. A

whole period is necessary in
which the working class reorg-
anises and reorients itself.

But what was possible was a
radical Labour government
which tried to serve the interests
of the working class, and which
depended for its ability to act on
working class mobilisation. We
didn’t get that. What was also

possible was an explosive trade

union fightback. We haven’t got
that, either. | -
-What we have got is a Tory
election victory — Thatcher
Mark 2. We have a TUC veering
to the right, unable even to be

decent trade unionists, and now
talking to hangman Tebbit ab-

out what rope he should use.
Worse than the collapse at the

top has been the collapse of

rank and file militancy. For two

"decades the rank and file had

been able largely to ignore the
top union bureaucrats and to
defy and even defeat govern-
ments. This rank and file mili-
tancy collapsed just when it was
most needed.

There have been industrial
victories — Michelin, Firth Deri-
hon, Greenings, the Financial
Times — but all in all industrial
militancy is at a low ebb.

Reason to be depressed? Yes.
But there is no reason to give in
to the cosmic gloom and despon-
dency which has overwhelmed
sections of the Left.

The sun rises and sets, and

~ghort of nuclear annihilation it is

equally certain that the class
struggle will revive. Even devas-
tation like that inflicted on the

Chilean workers ten years ago

- wages
strength and success there was
also the root of its political weak- .

revival of the class struggle.

- Most important, and decisive

for the future, is to learn the
lessons. We often talk about the
class struggle in military imag-
es. An army thust analyse and
study its defeats and setbacks.

- Why has the labour move-

“ment lost ground?

The visible and obvious reas-

‘on is the slump, which under-

mines the strength of the labour
movement through mass unem-

‘ployment. But slumps produce

varying effects. After the initial
shock was over, the slump in the

'US in the 1930s spurred the

workers to create mass industr-
ial unions for the first time.

The reason why the slump has
had such a bad effect so far on

the British labour movement is

to be found in what went before.
The Labour government’s be-
trayals in office opened up work-
ers to despair and disillusion-
ment. In 1973-4, tremendous
industrial militancy pushed out
the Tories and led to the Wilson-
Callaghan government — as
the only thing the labour move-
ment had to put in place of the
Tories. And the result was
attacks on the working class,
cuts in real wages and in public
services.

Why did it go like that? Be-

cause of the limitations of the
labour movement itself, and
especially because of the limita-
tions of the rank and file mili-
tancy of the '60s and '70s. What

" is happening now has to be seen

in the perspective of the last 20
years.

The rank and file militancy
was tremendously effective on
and conditions. Its

ness. It did not have to concern
itself very much with the prob-
lem of the official leadership
structures of the unions, or with
the political wing of the labour

- movement, the Labour Party.

The labour movement was
sectionalised, chopped up into
segments. The rank and file was
without a socialist perspective
into which it fitted its own activ-
ity. In this it differed markedly

from the shop stewards’ move--

ment of the 1920s, which saw

itself as one wing of a revolu-

tionary socialist movement.
When the shop stewards’

militancy were at their peak,
what was going on in the Labour
Party? Very little. |

But by the time the struggle
for internal democracy was

slump was already dragging

down the rank and file industrial

militancy. ‘ .

The Labour Party struggle for
democracy was, of course, itself
a result of the experience of
Labour in government in the
’70s and of the industrial strug-
gles. Yet the two currents, the
industrial militancy in the trade-

unions and the movement with-

in the Labour Party, never pro-

perly cohered. They never unit-

ed their strengths. The Left has
had setbacks in the Labour Party

‘because it has failed to win in

the unions.
Over the two or more decades

before the present downturn,

the labour movement was pow-
erful, effective (for limited pur-
poses), but incoherent. Its dif-
ferent strands — and in the first
place its political and industrial
strands — were not united into
any integrated and coherent

class strategy. »

That’s why we could not
handle the Labour government
which rode to power on a wave
of industrial militancy in 1974.

' That’s why the movement has

reacted as it has to the slump.
The official leaders have al-
ways played a bad role. The
slump, the entrenched leader-
ship, but above all the disap-
pointments and limitations of

what the movement was and

did in the period of its greatest
power and strength — these are
the reasons for the downturn.

The limitations of the rank |

and file movement, in turn, are
to be traced back to the limita-

tions of the Left — its confu-
sions, divisions, and small
numbers. |

" The class struggle will revive.

Qur job is to be ready for it.

The Tories are stepping up
their offensive. The TUC wants

to live with Tebbit’s laws. But.

maybe they won’t be able to.
There is still. tremendous
strength in the labour move-
ment. |

What do we need to do now?
. 1. Repair the ravages to shop

" floor organisation, only this time

on a higher political basis. The

shaking the Labour Party, the .

.

be equipped with socialist per-
spectives and a programme for
trade union democracy which
also concerns itself with the
broader labour movement. |

Is it whistling in the dark to
talk like this in the middle of a
slump? Remember how the Min-
ority Movement, the most effec-

tive, integrated, and compre-

hensive rank and file movement

ever, started! It was launchéd

amidst the collapse of militancy
in the early ’20s, and was effec-
tive thanks to a strong political
backbone.

2. Continue the fight in the
Labour Party. The Labour Party
is still the political arm of the
labour movement. There is no
serious alternative to continuing
this fight.

3. The entire labour move-

ment must be regenerated and

renewed, and given the objec-
tive of taking power, in place of

~ its old, merely reformist, objec-
tives.

4. The struggles in the Lab-
our Party and in the trade
unions, the struggles of sections
like blacks and women, must be

" linked together and integrated

into a movement with a coherent
strategy, not only against the
Tories but against capitalism
itself. ‘

Become a supporter of the Socialist
Organiser Alliance —- groups are establi-
shed in most large towns. We ask £1.5q a
month minimum (20p unwaged) contri- -
bution from supporters. | .

| want to become a Socialist Organ-
iser supporter/ | want more inform-
ation. -

Name ...cocorievvcercrascnnssssoancrsnsnssancasass

spSgPesRACUETRBNEANS TENETIEASDOUNSSARED

- Send to Socialist Organiser, 28
Middle Lane, London N8 8PL.

group the revolutionary social-

‘Build the revolutionary party’

“has become one of the most dis-
credited of the sectarian catch-
cries. Those. ‘who counterpose

this slogan to the existing lab-

~our movement, and to the task of
changing it, deserve to be dis-

credited. .

But still... the Labour Party is
a ‘broad church’, the trade un-
ions are vast and politically
heterogeneous _ organisations.

The only agency that can over-

come the fragmentation and
political incoherence of the

- working-class movement and

the movements of the oppressed

_is an organisation of socialists

with a clear-cut, comprehensive

 strategy.

‘The Socialist Organiser Al-
liance has made some impact in
the labour movement. If we had
been better organised, we could
have made a bigger impact. To
prepare for a new upsurge of

ists in the labour movement.
- This is the precondition for
everything else. -

working class struggle, we need .
to build and strengthen the Soc- |

ialist Organiser Alliance now.
Those not already organised

supporters of the paper should

consider joining the SOA.

. “

-

AQGIESS ......ooourmmrmnresssnsisassesssnsennes

' : . . ] .



TN W BAAAD & N\

-

-~
o S "
- TEL TN

The anti-gay savaging of Peter Tatchell in the Bermondsey
by-election might well have intimidated gays from standing in
elections lest they get the same treatment. The Bermondsey
experience was bound to make Labour Parties cautious and to
give a ‘reasonable’ disguise to anti-gay bigotry. The story of how

an openly gay candidate won
Nottingham is therefore an important and an insp

“a local government seat in
iring one.

Gay activist Richard McCance was selected as a Labour local

election candidate in Nottingham for what

seemed an un-

winnable seat. The branch seemed to have no difficulty accept-

ing his gayness until suddenly the seat began to look winnable.

Then an unsuccessful attempt was made to ditch gay rights.

Later Richard McCance’s right to be ‘open and positive’

about his sexual orientation in
electorate was challenged. This is Richard McCance’s story of

~ his election campaign.

THE divisions and conflicts that -

arose from the campaign meet-
ing of the branch took a few days
. to superficially heal; those on
the Left who had sold out on gay
- rights faced the wrath of those
- who had held fast, knowing that
- by doing so we might lose both

. seats, but that it was important

- to start the campaign as we

~ intended to continue it, and not |

- begin by compromising.

- However, 1 did agree to
- change ‘lover’ to ‘partner’,
- which had
 Wimbledon and the Skaters
 Waltz. It was in this spirit of
- compromise that my agent, who
- had resigned, was persuaded by
t intermediaries to re-enlist. |

‘Asian

i
t

I was not sure that the word
' ‘gay’ would translate positively
E.into Asian languages.
 appeared to be no self-defined

. word, only very negative ones, -

: 50 it was omitted from our Asian
Elanguage leaflets. I had just
.heard of a case of an Asian youth
'caught stealing whose rather
istrict father wanted to chop off
his hand, but for the timely
intervention of a more progres-
lve Asian community leader. I
ndered over what might
ppen if I chanced upon their
oorstep! o
. It was now time to take a
eeting look at the contenders in
18 election line-up and a prafile
the ward itself.

ret, double-barrelled name
mnd country seat, who had
pready worked the ward with
:;nf-laden leaflets like there
yas no tomorrow. T
- When ‘Suzie’ as she liked to

P in shit and broken glass

iidhall steps, petition in
jand, pointing heavenwards.

E/

connotations of

There

called, wasn’t posing knee--
e could be seen.ascending the -

- found to

To join or affiliate, write to Chris Richardson, 21
Devonshire Promenade, Lenton, N ottingham NG7
2DS. £5 for individuals, or for affiliated organisa-
tions, per 1000 members. £2 for low-waged indivi-
duals. £1 for unwaged. Add 50p if you want the
special issue'of Gay Socialist. o

his personal statement to the

Then there were the two
Labour candidates, a young local
Anglo-Arab community worker
with an English name, and
myself, a white middle-aged gay

-social worker who lived and

worked outside the ward.

Forest Fields bears the

familiar signs of an area in tran-

sition — and it now seems in &

N hurry to smarten itself up. The

area escaped the bulldozers in
the early ’70s and the rowssof

small, neat terraced houses bear
~evidence of
There are also many large
gabled houses, some still in

modernisation.

multi-occupation, others more

recentely colonized by profes-

sionals. Small shops abound,
bringing the produce of tropical

gardens to the street corner,

presided over by names like
Singh and Khan, now as familjar
as Smith or Brown. |

- Press

Good old-fashioned paranoia
began to take hold of me, as I

looked for further evidence of

impending treachery. And when
our personal statements were
need - reprinting
because of typographical errors,

I firmly believed that this was a

plot to stop the statements
appearing at all!
I wondered what some of the

~other workers might be think- |
ing. For despite my track record

on a range of issues, I think

- some’ peope still half-expected

me to cause an avaricious

news-hungry press to descend

Bermondsey-style on the ward.
Even if I wasn’t about to run

e

JOHN HARRIS .

“and muggers with you .

.. . <
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be fought successfully.

' wild in a frock I just might rock

the boat and issue a press
release on the newly constituted
Gay Giro Users Assocition/
Gay Liberation Front.

But the predicted collective
doom just did not happen.
~Neither the press nor the other .

political parties responded apart
from a smell article in the local
Tory rag which had me
admitting that I was gay, but
then went on to accurately quote
from my personal statement on
Equal Opportunities. - .

I was later able to identi
the sudden unease of my run-
ning mate on the day of my
‘admission’ who went into
overdrive, rushing round can-
vassing at the double. ‘No-one
mentioned the press release,
though it had clearly been
known about by my agent.

Five days before the election

- the new statements were ready

for distribution.

Canvass

We were now mto our third
canvass and some returns were,

indicating that whilst the Labour
- promises were generally holding

firm, some split or single voting

‘would occur. Some people now

made it clear on the doorstep

that they would not vote for a

homosexual, no way.

There was the African family
whose vote we lost, and the
irate letter which began: ‘‘Dear

Mr. Gay . .. we can.do without

your kind . . . go back to where
you came from, London no doubt

. . and take the blacks, pimps
.. to
think you boast about being a

- youth leader and school gover-
. . enough is enough
‘mate!” (The other candidate

nor »

was the youth leader and school
governor.) | .

. Elsewhere a student social
worker said she could not bring

“herself to vote for the gay candi-

date as she was a Christian and
it was against God’s will. When
I introduced myself as suffering
from that unfortunate affliction

she giggled nervously and

blushed as she closed the door
Arapidly.

re e

B —

Anti-gay bigotry 'h*el;ed sink Peter Ta

- whatever

Another Labour ‘candidate
enthusiastically relayed back to

e that the local Leftie-patron-

ised pub owner had openly
declared that she would not vote
for a homosexual. |

The evening before polling
day the agent and the other can-
didate tried some subtle pres-
sure on me to reduce my gay
profile.

Sacrifice

The argument went like this.
My ‘agent would
wearing his CND badge — after
all it was important not.to dis-
courage voters and to win. Then
we would have four years to put
our policies into action. There-
fore it would be logical not to
‘wear any badges, although my
pink triangle would be alright
(I wonder why?).

When they realised this would
not work they dropped it.

An eve of poll final fling by
the Liberals galvanised us into
action and at 6 am on a cold,
wet election day twenty suppor-

‘ters drenched the ward with

leaflets which showed Tories

~and Liberals shaking hands.

During the day I had several

‘good-luck calls including one

from one of the members who
said that whatever the result
I had maintained my integrity
and he was proud to have been
associated with the campaign.
. Towards the close of poll a
Young man whom I had thought

- to be gay, arrived at the commit-

lee rooms in a panic because he
wanted to vote but couldn’t
find the polling station. It was
clear there was an urgency for
him to record his vote. -
At the count the voting
pattern clearly showed that
prejudices existed,
85% of the Labour votes were
cast for the slate of two. Both the

- other candidate and myself gota

significant number of split and

- single votes, My split. votes
A Tory/
'Labour and his Liberal/Labour.

were  predominantly

- More importantly, there was
only a difference of two votes

between the other . Labour -
~candidate and myself. (One

‘heard the result —

sacrifice

............

tchell. But Richard McCahce, s cambaz'gn "showéd that this bigotry can |

- of the Tory candidates, incredu-

lous at his defeat [at the hands
of a pervert?] dissolved into
tears). | :

Reactions to my win were
varied and ranged from euphor-
ia to incredulity. One friend
broke down and cried when she
another
phoned me twice, he couldn’t
believe it. A phone-call from a
lesbian mum forecast a gay take-
over of City Hall! |

'The campaign was remark-

- able for its lack of visible homo-

phobia — individual prejudices
which may have been strong
were not united by any orches-
trated anti-gay campaign, as in
Bermondsey.

From the start my supporters
~and I set the terms of the cam-

paign which helped determine
its outcome. Too often we are
put on the defensive when we
should have the right to raise
gay rights on our own terms as

‘and when we choose.

John ‘Shiers, - writing in

" Gay News, said: ‘We should not

have to deny our gayness in
order to be taken seriously as
Socialists’. And that is basically

what it is all about. -

The straight candidates would
offer what they considered to be
their passport to acceptability —
‘2.4 children, happily married,
Rotarian’. 1 was seeking the

~ Same opportunity to say that I
‘was different and perhaps to

- split or switch votes.

---- - . e ——— " . e . -
» .

_ AGAINST THE
N\ WITCH-HUNT!
" Join LABOUR AGAINST THE WITCHHUNT
- Membership open to Constituency Labour
Parties, trade union organisations, Labour
. Party affiliates, and individuals,. @
Fee. CLPs and unions £10, wards £5, indivi-
- duals and other organisations £3. Write to-
—— .LA\_!_V, 11 Wilderton Road, .London-‘st.

- rouse some otherwise apathetic

people to vote for me. |

-~ What was clear was that gay
rights was not a vote loser __ °
our seats were. the only two
Labour gains in Nottingham

with a 13% swing from the

Tories. However, gay rights was
by no means the only determi-
nant - in motivating people to

As a candidate I was ‘out’ as

 gay from the start, rather than

‘found out’, and so any media
coverage would have had to
begin on my terms. That was in
contrast ' to Peter Tatchell’s

decision not to come out, which
gave most press releases and
features = the appearance of
near-exposes or confessionals.

- However, he was standing for
Parliament in a by-election with
A news-hungry media plotting
‘his downfall, with active conniv-
ance from the right wing of the
Labour Party. I was but one of
fifty-seven candidates in a
local election, and not yet
generally perceived as a threat
to the moral order of Forest

Fields.

At the selection meetin'g-‘ for

" the June elections the agent for

the constituency, who predicted
doom for the ward if I came out,

publicly stated that he had been =

proved wrong by the election

- result and went on to suggest

that not only should we perhaps
consider an ethnic women'’s
leaflet but we might think about
a gay leaflet as well. |

- When pressed to authorise
£5 from his campaign funds to
pay for the LCGR election leaflet

he declined, but offered us yet
another meeting! (He had
previously met with Nottingham
gays because LCGR posed a
threat and he was despatched by
the leader of the Labour Group

of Nottingham Council to meet
and mollify us). | |

. Withdraw

We reacica by withdrawing
our canvassers who were gay

-and went to work for Ken Coates

in Nottingham South who was

~prepared to back LCGR's

initiative. *
At our first branch meeting -
after the local and general elec-

tions a motion was carried unan-

imously which said that in any

future campaign the Branch

reserved the right to stand a
member of an under-represen- -

ted group if it chose to do so. But -

when discussion was invited
no-one spoke. The story con-
tinues. |

From the start we travelled an
uncertain road. Although pain-
ful at times, there are no villains
in this tale except our own fears

-and what they can do to us.

From issue mo. 8 of Gﬁy

Socialist, journal of the Labour
Campaign for Gay Rights.
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| willnot have heard of him.

- intellectual ﬁgures of
century.

|  most celebrated

PIERO Sraffa died recen'tly.,

\B\y Martin

He was not famous, and most
Socialist . Organiser - readers

Yet he was one of the most
important and influential
this

He was the “closest friend
of the -
Ludwig Wittgenstein, the
philosopher
of this century (in the English-
speaking world, at least) cre-

d1ted his most important ideas
- to discussions with Sraffa.

For J M Keynes, who wrought
a revolution in bourgeols
economics,
major mﬂu_ence — one of
five or six people who helped

- shape the ‘Keynesian’ critique
~of what was capitalist - ortho-

-great ltalian Marxist
~Antonio Gramsci.

Sraffa was also a

Thomas

doxy up to the 1930s.

And Sraffa himself ‘also

initiated a whole new school

of thought in economics.

Sraffa was so cautious about

. committing himself that he
wrote very little.

His revolution in economics

is" contained in a small book,
‘Production of
" by Means of Commodltles
~ published in 1960. I took him

Commodxtles

over 30 years to write. It has
been followed by tremendous
controversy both in academlc

- of the
~ Party. | ,
- By 1924, however, he was

slipping " into the  academic

" absent from

economics
economics.
controversies Sraffa was silent.
No one knows what hls opinion

- was on them.

‘Sraffa was born in 1898
in Turin, Italy. As a student,
he became a socialist,
a sympathiser or member
Italian Communist

reticence in which he would
live for the rest of his life.
In ‘a letter which Gramsci
printed and replied to in the
Communist = paper  Otdine
-~ Nuovo, Sraffa wrote:

" ‘The working class is totally
political life..
there is nothm to be. done_
(about the

‘except to wait for it to pass...

‘and in Marxist
Throughout these

then *

htrcal situation)

Wzttgenstem he sazd d:scusszons
with Sraffa made him feel “like a
tree from whzch all branches had
been cut...

\\

all her life, she was a gadflyf

— helping to shape and

I do not feel that my (opinion)

| - ) | — is incompatible with being  mote every critical, cal

M an e t S a r t I | a Commumst (though a non- idea that came a.long-, from
.activeone)...” Keynes's to Sraffa’s. .

Gramsci did ‘not mince -In her : Essay on Marxian

words: ‘This letter contains Economics’ (1942) she argued

- that many of Marx’s ideas
- were Tuseful but his basic
theory of value was w .
- More recently, some would
be critical Marxists have used
‘Sraffa’s. ideas to argue the
same  conclusions against
Marx’s theory of value. Sraffa’s
technical analysis of prices
and profits (so the argument
goes) can replace value theory
- without to the rest
of ‘Marxist economics, and in
fact shows the value theory

~ 1 all the necessary and sufficient
| elements to liquidate a revo-
lutionary orgamsatlon such
.as our party is and must be...”
| But the two men remained
friendly. When Gramsci was
in Mussolini’s jails from 1926
to 1934, it was Sraffa who
most regularly corresponded
‘with him, sent him books,
and ressed for his release.
Meanwlule Sraffa had moved
to Britain in 1927. From then -
until he died he was a lecturer

Revolutlonary
realism

- To mark the centenary of the death of Eduard Manet
| (1832—83) a small exhibition of his work (‘““Manet at
‘Work™) is on display at the Natlonal Gallery untll 9

By Les Hearn

Loving spoonful?

October. { at Cambridge K Univers'ityci o :)(;' ecbmee metaphysxcal and im-
| here he met eynes an )

Manet was a revolutionary ‘\X; - Whether  Sraffa hunself

painter, strongly influenced by MANY humans are art1a1 to  led dxet - ﬁtlsenl%gl book — as its agreed with this use of his

‘the ‘‘Realist’’ movement in 19th
century art. Realism was a
reaction against the conventions
~of the past: against Romanti-
cism, philosophical idealism,
religion and superstition.

- . It had political implications
especially in France (its centre)
and grew up in the radical
climate after the 1848 Revolu-
tion. Realism was not just a

movement in painting but also

‘influenced literature including

the work of the French bour- |

geois Balzac and the Russian
anarchist Tolstoy.

Courbet and Degas were
- known as ‘‘plebian realists’’

they pamted ordinary people
Mnllet concentrated on peasants.

‘Manet, however, pa.inted the

bourgeois society of Paris.

Values
Reahsm was revolutionary in

its day as it called on art. to,.

portray the world as it was, not

as tradition dictated it. It was
also highly individualistic and

o raﬂected the values of expand-.

ing and progressxve 19th century
\_capltahsm
Manet’s art was later influ-

enced by the Impressionists
and their obsession with paint-

ing the world as it appeared
rather than (as for the Reahsts) |

- how ibwas.

In this exhrbltxon Manet s-

1 | Impressionist phase is represen-
ted by ‘‘The Banks of the Seine

at Argenteull” (1874), a stand-
ard Impressionist-style river-

- scape. Far more interesting are
*  his earlier (Realist) paintings.

Labour Committee on
- | Ireland, BM Box 5355,
'} London WCIN 3XX

LP)  challenged all

h.i.S ‘ ‘Olympla’ ,) |

a bour.geo _
- lican who despised the Emperor
Napoleon IIl. The Firing Party

- the Empe

By Albert

- Perhaps Manet’smost famous
painting, ‘‘Olympia’’ (1863) is
unfortunately not on show in this

exhibition. (It is well worth a

visit to the Jeu de Paume in

Paris to see).
However, Le Dejeuner
Sur L’ Herbe (1862-3), whlch

caused an equal stir in the art

‘world at the time of its ﬁrst

showing, is here.

This painting (adapted by
Malcolm Maclaren for the cover
of the first Bow Wow Wow
classical
artistic conceptions by painting
a naked but proud and natural
female ﬁgure alongside two
fully-dressed men. The tradi-

txonal role of nude women in.

painting was to fulfill male erotic
fantasies: so women conformed
to an oppressive agd passive
stereotype. woman
stares conﬁdentl and challeng-
ingly out of the canvass {as does

" Also on display is Manet’s

- most famous political painting,

‘‘The Firing Party” Manet was

is radical and repub-

depicts = the execution of
Napoleon s Mexican protege,
ror Maximilian.

g However one of the execu-
tioners has Napoleon MHI’s
face. — a comment by manet on

'the Emperor’s treacherousness |

and self-interest.

The exhibition contains some |

of Manet’s works depicting the

‘bourgeois Paris of the 1860s.
*“The Waltress’ ’ shows a typical
Parisian 'nightlife scene, and

“Music in the Tullenes

 Gardens’’ (1862) shows rich and

stylish Parisians (including
Manet himself) in all their

Oppulence
-~ This is a small but important

~ exhibition - commemoratmg a

crucial figure in the hlstory of
modern-
reflects the changes  that
European society saw in the
19th century. He is a modern
painter,

world we all know.

.which they

painting. Manet’s art

painting the modern

sweet things and there is a vast

- industry devoted to encouraging

and satlsfymg that liking. There

.is also a lucrative industry

devoted to producing chemicals
that mimic sugar.
Sugar substitutes are chem-

-1cals that can fool the taste

buds. They may be huridreds of
times sweeter than sugar, so

the amount you need to sweeten
- your tea is not enough to make
you fatter.
-selling point for the incredible -
number of slimmers in the
- Western world who still crave

| for the sub-
stitutes industry saccharin (the

This is a strong

sweetness. .
Unfortunately

only permitted - sweetener {ill
now) has an unpleasant after-
taste. However, after $250
million in research, G.D.
Searle have just launched
Aspartame, with ‘‘the clean,
sweet taste of sugar’’ and mno
after-taste . .
sales of $500 million a year in
the US alone.

But how safe is Aspartame?
Aspartame is chemically

related to proteins rather than
-carbohydrates like sugar

It is
made of two amino acxds | (build-

ing blocks of protein) — aspartic
aad and phenylalamne (Phe).

The makers probably thought |

they were giving their customers
a bonus, because Phe is essen-
tial in our diet — our bodies
cannot make it. Unfortunately
Phe can actually be dangerous in
large amounts.

About one in 20,000 people

suffer from an uihented disorder

phenylketonuria (PKU), in
cannot completely

break down surplus. Phe. PKU

is so called ‘because sufferers

have a substance called phenyl-
ketone in their urine. Babies
born with PKU appear normal at
birth, but by age one they are
severely and  irreversibly
mentally retarded. However, if
PKU is diagnosed and the baby

fed on a low Phe diet, it will

develop normally! -

If PKU sufferers start drink-
ing. cans of coke laced- with -

Aspartame, instead of sugar or
sacchann, they would undoub-
tedly
dan er is small since they would
already be on a stnctly-control-

. and expected

suffer damage, but this ‘Road end)

However PKU carriers, some
one in s1xty people, may be at
risk. Carriers-only have half the

- amount of an enzyme essential
~for breaking down Phe a normal
- person has. This is enough for
- an ordinary

diet,. but no- one
knows what the effect of a high
Phe diet would be. And no one
knows how to detect a PKU

carrier.
Another danger G.D. Searle

‘should have known about is

that a high level of Phe in the
blood of a pregnant womén can

cause abnormalities in her baby,

e.g. microcephaly and mental

" retardation.

Other research recently pub-
lished suggests that Aspartame
may actually cause a craving for

more sweet things. -

Such evidence emerged after
the British Government’s Com-
mittee on Toxicity had approved
Aspartame, but the evidence on
the threat to the unborn has
been in textbooks since at least

1981. The Committee seems
‘'only to have taken evidence from
" Aspartame’s makers.

As a result we are about to

gigantic
out the

find ourselves part of a
experiment to find

- effects of a high Phe diet.

A  SOCIALIST SCIENCE

- POLICY FOR THE LABOUR

MOVEMENT.

An informal meeting will take

place next Sunday in London to

- dlSCllSS how a socmhst science

policy can be arrived at and
promoted.

Topics which may come up are

the followmg

A class policy on labour- :

saving innovations.
~ Affecting the direction of
science under capitalism. |
Using science for our class.
A -class policy towards the

environment.
- Agriculture: chermcal VS.
organic? -

Energy: coal plutomum or
something else?

Winning the labour move-

" ment to a socialist science policy

will also be discussed. The
meeting will be held at 55 Innis

" House, East Street (Old Kent
London SE17 at

2.00 p.m. on Sunday 25 Sep- .

tember

’- the Orthodox idea of

.

subtitle, ‘Prelude to a Critique .

of Economic Theory’, indi-
cates — was intended to undeY-

"mine orthodox academic ’'eco-

nomics. By a rigorous tech-
‘nical analysis of prices and
profits, he almed to show that
profits
as the natural reward of capital
and wages as the natural re-
ward of labour cannot be made
into a logical, coherent theory.

~ Sraffa  himself, typlcally,
did not spell out the impli-
cations. That was left to others
— and perhaps most notably
Joan Robinson, who also
-died recently.

Joan Robmson also a Cam-‘

bridge academlc, ‘had many
intellectual and political simi-
larities to .Sraffa. .= But she
was a tireless, prolific writer,
and a vocal enthusiast for
all sorts of causes — particu-
larly Maoist China.

In the world of academic,
economics,

Join the R
Labour

z.health

“new is to
where she spent

" ideas is unclear. Joan Robinson

wrote in 1977, ‘Piero has al-
ways stuck close to
adulterated Marx,
my amendnmnts
picion’.

regards
with sus-

Were Sraffa and Robmson‘

victims of the Stalinist re-
gression which for a “.hole
epoch stymied official ‘Marx-
ism’ and cut off the possibility
of a fruitful interaction between
the militant workers’ move-
ment and the most critical,
enlightened strands: in bourge-

I'm not sure: it is 'dlfﬁcult
to see how even the most
workers’ movement

could have integrated them

- ois thou ght?

. into a real dialogue.

ure un- .-

Their careers do however

illustrate how false the idea
is that Marx co | the
critique of bourgecis theory

100 years ago and nothing

be expected from
that quarter

Soacist
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Where we stand

*Organise the left to beat back the Tories’ attacks!
No to attacks on union rights; defend the picket
line; no state interference in our unions! No to any
wage curbs. Labour must support all struggles for
better llvmg standards and conditions.

Wage rises should at the very least keep up wnth~

price increases. For a price. index calculated by
working class organisations, as the basis for clauses
in all. wage agreements to provide automatic
monthly rises in line with the true cost of living for
the working class. The same . inflation-proofing
should apply to state benefits, grants and pensions.
*Fight for improvements in the social services, and
against cuts. Protection for those services against
inflation by automatic inflation-proofing of expen-
diture: For occupations and supporting strtke action
to defend jobs and services.

*End unemplayment. Cut hours, not jobs. Fight for -

a 35 hour week and an end to overtime. Demand
work-sharing without loss of pay. Organise the
unemployed — campaign for a programme of useful
public works to create new jobs for the unem-

ployed;

*Defend all jobs! Open the books of those firms
that threaten closure or redundancies, along with
those of their suppliers and bankers, to elected trade
union - committees. For occupation and blacking
action to halt the closures. For nationalisation
without compensation under workers’ management.
*Make the bosses pay, not the working class.
Millions for hospitals, not a penny for ‘defence’l

-Nationalise the banks and financial institutions,

without compensation. End the Interest burden on
council housing and other publlc serwces |
*Freeze rent and rates. |
*Scrap- all immigration  controls. Race
problem: racism is.” The labour movement must
mobilise to drive the fascists off the streets. Purge
racists from positions -in the labour movement.
Organise full support for black self defence Build
workers defeihde squads. -

*The capitalist police are an enemy for the workmg

- class. Support all demands to weaken them as a

bosses’ striking force: dissolution of special squads
(SPG, Special Branch, MI5, etc),
tability, etc.
*Free abortion on demand Women's equal right to
work and full equality for women. Defend and
extend free state nursery and childcare provision.
*Against attacks on gays by the state: abolish all
laws. which discriminate against lesbians and gay
me#; for the right of the gay community to organlse
andaffirm their stand publicly .
*Tﬁe Irish people — as a whole — should have the
rlgh to determine their own future. Get the British
troeps out now! Repeal the Prevention of Terrorism
Acﬁ Political status for Irish Republlcan pnsoners as

a mtter of urgency.

¥t

¥ black working people of South Afrlca should
tfull support from the British labour movement -
T 3heir strikes, struggles and armed combat against
thé white supremacist regime, South Afncan goods
anéaerwces should be blacked.

I % essential to achieve the fullest democracy in

the-fabour movement. Automatic reselection of MPs

during each Parliament and the election by annual
conference of party leaders. Annual election of ali
trade union officials, who should be pald the
average for the trade.

*The chaos, waste, human suffermg and mlsery of
capitalism now — in Britain and throughout the
world — show the urgent need to establish rational,
democratlc human control over the economy, to
make the decsswe sectors’ of industry. social prop-
erty, under workers’ control. The strength of the
labour movement lies in the rank and file. Our

“perspective must be working class action to raze the

capitalist system down to its foundations, and to.
put a working class socialist alternative in its place —
rather than having our representatwes run the
system and waiting for crumbs from. the tables of
the bankers and bosses.

SrTIemE TRMTIES D MM Nghe
- e Mowe rarcag— 233 o~
u . : .
£2 jor wen.

propaganda in
-1t was agreed that lately the

is not a.

public accoun- .
agonference session to 1am,

" Brighton.

"ed by the Bertrand Russell

Bulld for the

HE discussion at the Soc1allst
Organiser delegate meetmg
on Saturday, September.3 in
Birmingham was' both very
useful and productive.

Comrades
should be more basic socialist
the paper.

papér had improved in this
respect and that this trend
should be continued. It was

‘also felt that some of the series
of articles which have appeared

should be reproduced in pam-
phlets, e.g. the. Democracy
articles and the articles on
the .industrial situation in
Japan. Also, it was thought
that a pamphlet should be
produced ‘ex lammg how to
set up Labour Party ‘workplace

_ branches.

John Bloxam led off a dis-
cussion on the general political
situation which centred on
the witch-hunts taking place
in the Labour Party, CND,
and against militants in the

| Trade Unions. While the
-connections  between the
witch-hunts were noted it

was felt that they should not
be seen as separate parts
of one big conspiracy.

On the Labour Party Con-
ference it was agreed that

daily SO briefings should be
put out along the same format

'LONDON CO-OP Political

Committee: International
Social for Solidarity with the
struggle's for peace and free-
dom in Africa, Asia, the Mid-
dle East, and Latin America.

| Sunday October 2, from
the end of the Labour Party

at the Sussex Room, Bed-
ford Hotel, ngs Road,

Admission £1, late bar.

Organised by the London
Co-Op Political Committee
in conjunction with 18 int-
ernational solidarity groups.

AGENDA for the peace |
movement: meeting organis-

" were urged to

fet that there

Peace Foundation. Saturday
October 1, 7.30, at. the
Queens Hotel, Kings Road,
Brighton. Speakers: Tony -

Benn,
Ken Coates, Tam Dalyell,
Stuart Holland, Mlchael
Meacher.

LABOUR movement confer-
ence on Ireland:  Peace
Through Democracy. Satur-
day November 26: speakers
include Tony Benn, Ken Liv-
ingstone, Clive Soley. |

as at previous Conferences.

Also, all available SO supporters
go to Labour

help
briefings ,

Party Conference
produce the dally

| sell papers, etc.

A discussion took place on
the Heffer election campaign.
It was agreed that articles

in the paper supporting Heffer

should continue to be written

vers as possible are sent to

“the Conference. |
The latest Tory offensive
on local government was re--

ported on. The alternatives
facing Labour . councils were
increasingly becoming
surrender to the Tories or .an

all-out counter-offensive and The meeting agreed the
fightback. - following dates for the AGM:
The discussion was intro- Monday, October 17 —

‘total

will already have got half of

what they want’.

It was agreed further meet-
ings between councillors were
required in order to look at
‘the problems of winning Labour
perspecttve'
“of a total flghtback agamst

councils to our

the Tories.

With the' European parha-
ment elections next year. the

from a distinctive critical process of selection of Labour
‘standpoint. - Party candidates is already
- - - | underway. It was agreed that .
The arrangements for the Socialist - Organiser  should
September 17 ‘Fighting the seethe elections as an important .
‘Tories’ Conference were final- arena for building opposition
ised. - With only a week left to the Tories. It was also
a big push is needed to ensure felt that it was an important
as many delegates and obser- - opportunity to raise the inter-

nationalism of SO’s politics.

Although the delegate meet-
ing was poorly attended, all
the delegates agreed it was
useful and it was hoped that

future: delegate

would be better attended.

deadline for recelpt of reso- .

duced by Pete Keenlyside,
one of the Manchester coun- lutions.
cillors still excluded by the Friday, October 28 —

‘right-wing dominated Labour

group. He stressed the impor-
tance of organising. a fight
this year — if not, ‘there won't

~ be a fight. because the Tories

Fenner Brockway,

 JOHN Archer invites all who
sympathised with and wish
to commemorate the work
of Mary Archer to come to
her Memorial Meetmg on

deadline for receipt

ments and nominations.
Sunday, October 30 —

|

meetings
ideas

two |
of amend-

SO AGM, County Hall, Lon-

don.

Saturday September 24, in
‘Room 152, County Hall,
London SE1, at 7.30. Inter-
national speakers. Discuss-
ion. No charge for admiss-
ion. Collection for mermorial
publishing fund.

SOCIALIST Science policy:

an informal dlscussmn meet-
ing, 2pm Sunday September
25, at 55 Innis House, East
St, London SE17.
'detalls to follow.

More

LONDON Cuts conference

- organised by the Southwark

- Campaign Woxrking Party:
Sunday November 6, at
County Hall, London SE1.
Contact: Southwark Cam-
paign Working Party, Town
Hall London SE5

LON DON Labour Campmgn
for Gay Rights now meets
regularly every four weeks at

‘Marchmont

SCOTLAND

- Glasgow.

Contact: Stan Crooke, 34
Garturk St, Glasgow G42,
SO is sold at West End book-
shop, Rutherglen shopping
arcade (Friday Ilunchtime),
Coatbridge shopping arcade

- (Saturday lunchtime), and
Maryhill dole (Tuesday
morning).

- Fox

Edinburgh., Contact Dave,
229 4591. SO 1is sold at

Muirhouse (Saturday 10.30-

12) and at the First of May

bookshop, Candlemaker
Row, | '
NORTH-WEST

Rochdale. Next meeting
Monday Sept. 26, 8pm at
the Castle Inn, Manchester
‘Rd.

Manchester. Contact Tony,

273 5691. SO is sold at
Grass Roots Books, Newton
St, Piccadilly.

Stockport. Meetings every
Sunday, 7.30pm: contact 40
St, Edgley, Stockport.
SO is sold at Stockport

market every Saturday, 11

to 12.30.

erral. Contact Lol Duffy, 3

St James Court, Victoria Rd,
New Brighton, Merseysrde

Liverpool. Contact 733
6663. SO is sold at Progres-
=ve Books., Berry St. and at
News fromm Nowhere, White-

HByadfgm ottt Acomng-
ST eI

SLIle T om et Ppl Hgpeee
121 BrozZ ez, Wse» 5S=-T
(328198).

YORKSHIRE AND
NORTH-EAST

Huddersfield. Contact Alan
Brooke, 59 Magdale, Honley,
Huddersfield HD7 2LX.

'Harrogate. Meets every other

Sunday evening: "Contact
Mark Osborn, 522542. SQ is
sold outside the market,
Wednesday, Friday and Sat-
urday lunchtimes.

York. Contact 414118 (98

Hull St). SO is sold at Coney
St on Saturday mornings, at

the Community Bookshop,

outside the dole office most
mornings, and at the Univer-
sity on Friday mornings.

Sheffield. SO is sold outside

Boots in Fargate (Saturday

12 to 1) and at the Indepen-
dent Bookshop, Glossop Rd.
Contact Rob, 589307.

Durham. SO is sold at the
Community Co-op, New El-
vet. Contact Andy, 64088.

Halifax. Contact 52156. SO

1s sold at
Books.

Leeds. SO is sold at Books
and Coemmer
=l Lane.

Hebden Bridge

Coniact Garth,

e N e o .

Huii. Meets every Wednesday
8pm. Details from SO sellers.,
Childcare available.

Books, Wood-

WALES AND WEST

| Cardiff. Contact 492988,

Bristol. Contact c/o 28 Mid-
dle Lane.

Taunton. Contact c/o 28
Middle Lane.

MIDLANDS °

Birmingham. SO is sold at
the Other Bookshop, Dig-
beth High St. Contact God-
frey Webster, 169 Barclay
Road, Smethwrck

Coventry SO is sold at the
Wedge Co-op, High Street.
Contact Keith White, 75623.

Leicester. SO is sold at
Blackthorne Books, High St.
Contact Phil, 857908.

713606.
Nottingham. Meets “everjr
Thursday evening, 7.30 at

the International Commun-
ity Centre. SO is sold outside
the Victoria Centre (Satur-
day 11 to 1) and at the
Mushroom - Bookshop,
Heathcote St. Contact Pete
Radcliff, 585640,

SOUTH

Oxford. SO
Cornmarket (Saturday 11 to.

-~ Caxton House,
Northampton. Contact Ross,

is sold at the

Community
Centre, Marchmont St,
WC1, at 6pm. Next meetmg
October\9 Gay Young Soc-
ialists meet at Gay’s The
Word at 6pm. Contact: Lon-
don LCGR, Mike Haran 659
2938 or Chris Beer 785
9515, GYS: Martin Goodsell

. e

LAMBETH Labour ‘Cam-
paign for Gay Rights: open
meeting on Lambeth council
and the local gay/lesbian
‘commumty Friday Septem-
ber 23, 8-m at Lambeth

Town Hall
- NORTH STAFFS Labour

Against the Witch-hunt pub-
lic meeting with Peter Tatch-

ell and Stephanie Grant. Fri-

day September 23, 7.30 at

the Guildhall, Newcastle-

under-Lyme. .

‘ here to flnd _
8001ahst Organlser

- ‘\
‘.
+

1) and outside Tesco, Cow-

ley Rd, Friday 5 to 7. Also
at EOA Books. Cowley Rd.

Basingstoke., Business meet- -

ing Friday September 23,
7.30 at Chute House, »

.LONDON -

North-West London. Contact
Mick, 624 1931.

Haringey. Next meeting
Thursday September 22,
8.30pm at Harringay Grove
Community Centre, Den-
mark Rd, N8 (near junction
of Wrghtman Road and
Turnpike Lane). Speaker
from Labour Campalgn for
Gay nghts

) Islmgton Next meeting Sun-

day September 25, 7pm,
St John’s
Way, N19. Debate on the
Common Market. Details:
ring Linda, 278 1341. |

South-East

London. | Next

- meeting Thursday Septem-

ber 29, ‘Fight Tebbit’s laws’.
Speaker Wendy Mustill (La-
bour Research ‘Department

— in personal capacity). 8pm
at the Lee Centre, Aislibie
R4, London SE12,

Hackney. Contact Andrew
Hornung, 76 Carysfort Rd

- London Nile6.

of Socialist

~ ‘Where We Stand’ — 20p plus 15p

| postage ‘How to fight the Tories’
10p plus 15p postage Or the

together, 45p

postage. From Soc1alrst Organiser,

28 Mlddle Lane, London N8.

Orpington. -

- Bookplace

‘Reading

Two pamphlets summmg up the

Organiser.

including

A MEMORIAL meetmg for

- Jonathan Hammond, former

President of the Natlonal .

Union of Journalists, will be

hold on Wednesday Septem-

ber 28 at Bishop Creighton

House, Lillie Road, London
SW86, starting at 8pm.

The following are invited

— Solidarnosc Trade Union

- Working Group, Socialist

Organiser, Troops Out Move-

ment, Fulham Labour Party,

Hammersmith and Fulham
Trades Council, National Un-
ion of Journalists, Fulham
CND, Turkey Solidarity
Campaign, Writers® Guild,
and all organisations and
individuals who shared Jona-
than’s life and pohtrcal
activity. ’ :

Messages tO be read out
to the meeting, from those
who cannot attend, should

" be sent to James Ryan at 49

Hawksley Rd, London N16.

chhmond. SO is sold at
Richmond Quadrant every

Saturday, 11.30-1.30. Furth- -

er details, contact Nick De

Marco, 876 §71 5.

' Southwarleambeth Meets'
every other Wednesday at

Lansbury House, 41 Camb-

erwell Grove, London SEbS,
Business

7.30, - discussion
-8.30. Next meeting Sep. 21.-
- -Contact ' cjo
South East London. |

.~ Tower Hamléts. Next meet-ﬁi
ing Sept 26: 7.30 Business

8.30 discussion on Iran. Fur-

ther details from Susan 37 7

1328.
Hounslow SO is sold outmde

Al Saints Church, Hounslow
High St., Saturdays 10.30 to
12, Contact Chris, 898 6961.

Harlow. Contact c/fo 28
Middle Lane, - |

SO is sold at the following

London bookshops: Collets,

Central Books,
Bookshop,

The Other
Bookmarks,
(Peckham Rd,
SE15), Kilburn Books, and
Matters (Wood

Green Shoppmg Centre)

SO badges 25p each, or £2
for ten.

From: N. Barstow 165 |
Liverpool Road, London N1.
Cheques payable to N.

o Barstow




" when people are starving.

.. ‘ .
. /
’

i

. B Meeting is on
_
_

" THE European Economic Com-

munity was created for the bene-
fit of . French and German
farmers and not for the benefit
of British housewives, or the
housewives of any country. As a
result we have the butter moun-

‘tains, wine lakes, and beef

dumps. Food is going to waste

. ~

It is right therefore for the

‘Labour Party to call for our with-
the - Common

drawal from

‘Market.

However the nation state is
one of the greatest curses in the
world and so we require a

- properly constituted internation-
al community of nations, based

upon socialist principles, and

which makes provision for social

justice within its whole area.

. It would be highly desirable
for such a body to have Esper-
anto taught in many of its
schools, so that its language
problems would be made much

Over r’ece'nft months Socialist Organiser has carried a
‘wide-ranging debate on nationalism and socialism in

~Ireland. This week we carry a commentary on some
of the recent contributions by Rayner Lysaght, a

easier. o -

‘At the present time the
European Commission has to
translate over one million pages
of documents into most of the

-seven languages of the Common

Market. In fact over 40% of the

-expenses of the Commission are
‘taken. up in translation- alone.
- The position will become -even
-more difficult when Spain and

Portugal join the Market.

British withdrawal from the
Market does not mean that we
- will ‘withdraw from our inter-
‘national commitments.
- the contrary. The British Labour

Quite

Party ought to seek other ways
of collaborating with our Euro-
pean friends. |

I would like to suggest just

one strand of this policy. That is
for the Labour Party and the
trade unions to give the widest

. possible publicity to Esperanto, -
simplified international
‘language,

the .
- created by the

F 4

prominent Dublin member of the Irish left organisa-

‘tion, People’s Democracy.

. THE DEBATE opened by John
- O’Mahony has ranged

| quite
widely. During this time, the

" discussion’s original begetter

has closed his apparent strategic

openings to two-nationism, at
" least for the time being (SO138).

-~ On the other hand, he has

done this in the name of an
uncertain middle way between

the two nationists on the one

hand and Peoples Democracy

and the
other (SO129). = -
The trouble with this middle
way is that, without the Perman-
ent Revolution, it remains
uncertain and, hence a prey to
eclecticism. Its clearest feature
is its call to integrate Ireland’s
various potential revolutionary .

Republicans -on the

‘struggles. But who would dis-
. agree? Gerry Adams wouldn’t,
" for one; however, he would

insist that such integration
would be done subject to the
primacy of the armed struggle.
People’s Democracy would also
agree, and, having done so, it
would then turn to the practical
day-to-day tasks of integration
which it has been struggling to

.achieve for a number of years.

‘In this, it will continue to

find more adequate guidance .

from Permanent Revolution than

- from John O’Mahony. As.a revo-

lutionary group fighting in Ire-
land, PD has to take positions

and fix priorities for its areas of
work. What John O’Mahony,

and even more specifically Bas
Hardy (SO140) do_is blur the
necessary choices .that are
involved in this. -

.

soon !

Our Annual General

‘Sunday October 30,
10.30am to Spmin
County Hall, London

ByRayner

Lysaght ’

They agreé that a military

struggle based on a minority of -

the population in six of Ireland’s
thirtytwo counties cannot

achieve its 'ends. Somgoes PD:

Where PI) differs is that its

perspective leads it to see the
‘struggle as necessarily spread-

ing in one direction; the SO com-

. rades reserve the options.

- To Bas Hardy, the possib-
ility of an appeal to the workers

.of the Republic is neither more

nor less than the hope of
winning the Protestant workers
of Northern Ireland. Yet, even

an empirical approach, if based

on accurate data, would show

that the two tasks were quali-

tatively different in their feasib-
ility. To win the Northern Irish
Protestant worker means over-

coming a real objective breach in
the province’s working class, a
“breach that the six county state
-was created to maintain; to win

the worker of the Republic

" means overcoming the subjec-
tive factors that are fostered by

the workers’ leaders as well as
by. the bourgeois ones —
whether ‘Catholic Nationalist’ or
not. .

Overcoming this last means

" that the struggle must become a

politically working class one

- Esperanto the answer ?

Warsaw

_possible. | -
| " Yours sincerely,
o ALAN TREVIS,
Trade Union and Cooperative
“ - Esperanto Group

doctor, © Ludovic
Zamenhof, and when it is
‘returned to office again to
launch a programme to have it
‘taught in as many teacher train-
ing colleges and schools as

Manimole?

DO detect the emergence of an
infiltrationist Manilow

faction in Socialist Organiser? If - |

not, how do you explain the

panying an article on The Who?

(SO 145). Be warned — if this

seditious tendency 1is not

exposed and quashed immed-

iately who knows where it may

totally irrelevant appearance of
a picture of Manilow accom-

lead? A picture of Manilow
accompanying a piece on:

-
TrotAtod
:,\?..\a.

because Republican economics

credibility  with the twenty-six
county workers than with the
- vocally nationalist (let alone the
other) capitalists. . :

Of course, the other side of
the picture is also true, and, it
should be necessary to add,
even more important for social-
ists. The fact that those whom
Bas Hardy calls the most left
wing labour organisations have
left the national struggle to the
Republicans has not helped their
‘political consciousness nor their
popularity. | |

Together their vote is still less
than that of the Labour Party
alone in 1969; after fourteen
years, this cannot be ascribed
to war fever or chauvinism.
Worse still has been their
political decline. Labour is now
in a state of semi-permanent
bourgeois coalition.

Abzndoned
Sinn Fein (now just) the
Workers’ Party has abandoned
its mass struggle perspective for

an electoralist one which is
certainly to the left of Labour,

--------------.--------' but only insofar as Labour’s

1920s policies were more radical

= than those it has today. As for

the puny sub-Roy Jenkinses of
Socialists Against Nationalism
] (now the Democratic Socialist

| Party) it is difficult to under-

stand how Bas Hardy can list
B them among the most left wing
B Labour organisations while
B ignoring the Communist Party;
] ‘at least Stalinism has more claim
to Socialism than Liberalism.

B So, to answer Jim Denham
J (50132), there is no question of
g @ thirty-two ‘county ‘Catholic

 Nationalist’” bloc being able to
B ~destroy partition. If this were,
| indeed, the precondition for

‘To win the Protestant worker means overcomi

in the old style have no more-

disarmament with the caption
‘“Not quite a nuclear warhead —
but an equal threat to civilisa-
tion’’ or on unemployment —
‘““He’s not unemployed — worse
luck!”’ | _—

I urge all comrades to act now

before it is too late and the mast-

''''''''

gva

are hindered by their Catholic-
ism (and; in most cases, more

basically, their capitalism) from - |

trying to mobilise the sort of

“mass support that is needed to

threaten partition.
In fact, and hints of this
appeared in 1972 and during the

H Block agitation, only a work-

‘ing class movement can even
put the destruction of partition
on the agenda of practical poli-
tics. | When that

-occurs, the federal tactic may

become important, but in its -

proper role, as a tactic, not a

principle in the way of the
secular programme of socialism.

Less valid

- Another point of Jim
Denham’s was less valid. The
present writer is not worried to
.be told that he is writing ‘United
'‘Secretariat gobbledegook’, but
'to ascribe the phrase to a letter
of which one-third is accurate

history is worthier of Gerry

Healy than of a serious Marxist.
The truth is that, in his

.

original article, John O‘Mahony

tried to bolster his case by

resorting to mythology rather
than history. All Marxists
must share his hopes (S0129)
for the radicalising of the Pro-
testant workers; no Marxist can
accept the use of inaccuracy to

“bolster such hopes. Jim Denham

need not accept the version of
Irish history given in the ‘Open
Letter’; he should not condemn
it out of hand; let him research
for himself before judgement.
Connected to this is Jo
Quigley’s two-nation line. There
is a very basic error here, albeit

one lifted from an opponent. He

quotes the-assertion that Protes-
tant workers are militant until
the national question is raised as

justification for his position. Had

Send letters to Socialist Organiser,
28 Middle Lane, London N8. No
longer than 400 words please:
longer letters are liable to be cut.,
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head of the ‘‘Manilow Organ- .

iser’’ bears the slogan ‘‘Break

- links with music — join the

Barry Manilow Fan Club’’!
WENDY FRANKLAND
o Leeds

er: spread to the South

ern Irish Labour Party, whose:

rise began only as an after-effect

~of the decline in the industrial

On the other hand, and more -

working class base). ~

" directly connected with the rela-

tionship of Protestant working
class militancy to the national

- question, a study of such milit-

~ancy and xgaction to it reveals a

‘period (most notably, the
- Larkin-Connolly IT&GWU,

different pattern to the simple,
‘militant struggle aborted by
nationalism’ scenario.

In each case, there was a

1907-11; the years 1919-20) in

 which national and proletarian

militancy co-existed. In each
case, there was a failure by the
Irish working class as a whole to
find leadership (at once qualita-

tive and quantitative) such as

would unite these strands. -
The national struggle, the

fight to achieve state power, was

left to the national bourgeoisie,
while British imperialism and
its Unionist bourgeois allies
were able to appeal successfully

to the Protestant workers who

could expect from their own
religious kind a certain place in

‘theé sun that the national bour-

geoisie could not guarantee.

"~ There remain two other points
to be considered. Both were

made by Jim Denham.

In the first place, it is true
that, in presenting his Alma Ata
theses on the process

the latter arose from the objec-

tive conditions of combined

development in ountries with a
large peasantry and a relatively
-small working class.

1t is also true that Trotsky
S S N N 0 N N 0 O

R/

J WAS most interested in the

- Frow,
.readers will find this of interest.
Copies can be obtained from me,

Ernie Roberts MP, House- of

 50p each. 3

and -
strategy, Trotsky stipulated that

v

----------
B

Industrial Special in your

-8 September- edition, by John

Mclirvy, entitled ‘The birth of
the shop stewards’ movement'.

I am enclosing a copy of a
pamphlet, which I wrote to-
gether with Edmund and Ruth
and I am sure- your

Commons, London SW1, price

~ Yours sincéreiky,
ERNIE ROBERTS

wrote little on Ireland and that
his largest work, an article on
the 1916 Rising, was full of valu-
able insights but fundamentally
incorrect in its prediction for the
futare.- o

He had little, if anything to

- say on partitioned Ireland, a
“country with, in the last twenty

years at least, an urban working
class comparable in size to its
rural dwellers, but in which a
major sector of what should be

L L J

declassed originally as a result
of the peculiar course of its
area’s industrialisation. Had

-the proletarian v has
been effectively  politically

‘Trotsky considered this, he
.might or might not have consid-"

ered permanent revolution to
be relevant to it. We do not

know.

Preconditions

At the '.s'ém\e tiine,. it is true

that another of Trotsky's pre-
conditions for the strategy was

- its leadership by a Bolshevik

party and that, since 1917, the
successes of the process have

_been achieved, if unsatisfac-

‘torily, without such leadership.
As Lenin said, quoting Goethe,
theory is grey, the tree of life,
green, . o
Last and by far the least is
- Jim Denham’s correction as to
Militant. It may be true that its
supporters bandy Permanent
Revolution in Britain. They are
considerably more circumspect
“here. It seems likely that their
loyalty to the strategy is on the
same line as Gerry Healy's
loyalty to the Dialectic and to the
‘Transitional Programme: a
standard to brandish, rather
than a means to effective action.

SE1. S winning Irish national unity, he considered the facts he e s |- o 4 “ ‘I VS
On the day before = then, yes, the desirability of  wouldn’t be sosure. - Class Flghte.r.:f mo__nthlyi y“-‘ /A - NSIDE
9 ber ’ " that would have to be recon- On the one hand, an import- _paper, organising the struggle ~ " LIFE
Saturday 29th, there B sidered. . ..., ant reason for rejecting the -.- of youth against the Tories. -—— WITH
]l - In fact, the Catholic Nation-  Protestants’ claim to nationhood 25p including postage from B o YTS

separate from that of the rest of
the Irish is the failure of their
working class to produce its
own Socialist Unionist Party
(apart from the pathetic North-

B alists (in the dhly true meaning
of that much abused term:
. those who combine the desire
for Irish unity with that of state
support for Catholic teaching)

aniser day school, also

B 214 Sickert Court, London
m London. -

B nN1o2sy. o
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ALAN FRASER was victimised and sacked because he was a leading

militant in the post office at Basingstoke. His workmates had no doubt
he was being victimised and they knew the reason why. So they struck
and put a mass picket on the Post Office. »

They enlisted the active support of other Basmgstoke workers, who
joined the picket line and raised money for - the strikegs. i

The willingness of the workers to fight and. their determination to
win grew and developed as the strike continued. The Basingstoke Post
Office workers could have won a clear vrctory, _llke the workers at

Greenings and Michelin did recently.

There' was no way management alone could have broken this strike.
It took the leaders of the Union of Commumcatlon Workers (UCW) to

break it for them,

They did break the strike, bnngmg to this task a singlemindedness
and determination that would have been ‘better employed helpmg the

workers who pay their wages win the

strike.

-The UCW officials turned victory into defeat by confusing, mis-

leading and finally demobilising the stnkmg postal workers. This wasa. |
highly paid full time union officials acting as vrsrtmg |
firemen for the bosses and as a scab against striking workers. -

classic case of

Basmgstoke Socrahst Orgamser supporters tell the story.

FOLLOWING the sackmg a
mass meeting of 120 immediate-

ly voted to strike, w1th only
one vote against.

The strike began on Saturday

September 3. |
It was Monday before the
Union of
Workers (UCW) Regional Office
could be contacted, but pickets
had already convmced Sunda

night’s shlft to join the strike.
Joe Payne,

On Monday,
Regional Secretary, urged the
Regional Post Office to lift the
dlsmrssal on grounds of a proce-

~dural techmcahty The Regronal;
"PO. couldn’t comment at that

stage but agreed that if there
was a technical error it would
back the lifting of the dismissal.
The branch had the second of
what became daily mass meet-
ings, and the first stnke bulletin
was issued.
~ On Tuesday, Gerry Casey,
(UCW Regional Officer),
arrived. He had little knowledge
of what the dispute was-about,

and admitted that his bnef was

to end the strike.

All  day, three-way phone
calls: between Casey, the
UCW National Officer John
Taylor, who was at the TUC in
Blackpool, and the Regional
Post Office HQ built up hopes.
The mass meeting that day
again voted to contmue the
‘strike.

The management agreed to
the appeal being brought for-
ward to Wednesday, in Basing-
stoke. Casey told the strikers he
was confident of winning.,

Hospital workers, members of
GMBATU, had for the second
day joined the picket line,
bringing with them a donation
from the NHS Hardship Fund
with a promise of more to come.

The
heavily manned from 4.30 am
until after midnight.

Other
Basingstoke were now refusing
to handle Basingstoke mail and
Securicor’s. union MATSA
(a section of the GMBATU)

Communication

~was high.
heard on Wednesday, a second
bulletin was prepared.

picket lines remained

Post Offices around

Alan Fmser

| refused to cross the hnes“ bring-
ing the Giro to.a halt.

The spirit on the

1cket line
As the appeal was

But that confidence turned
first to a sinking feeling and

‘then anger as the appeal was

bungled by Casey.

.He just went through the ;
motions of defending Alan He

seemed-to be under pressure.
Management went off to lunch
giving no answer.

At 4pm the membership,,

having been kept waiting for
three hours, were told by Casey
that the appeal had failed.

- He urged them to return to

‘work and said that the only hope

now. .was to write to the Post
Office HQ, asking for Alan’s
job back on humamtanan
grounds!

The strikers denounced hun
for selhng them out and voted
again to stay on strike.

from that point on picketing
became even stronger. Wednes-
day night’s picket was 40 strong
until - after midnight, sustained

by an enterprising hot-dog seller
- who' stationed himself perman-

ently on the picket line.

‘Hopes were raised yet again

on Thursday with the news that
Taylor was coming on Friday,

having persuaded Regional PO -
) . ) 5 | -

A CAMPAIGN OF VICTIMISATION

Despite the Post Office claims that he was sacked because
of a bad sickness record, the truth is shown by the many
previous attempts they had made to victimise Alan. These

included:

1. Forged srgnatures on Late Attendance slips (for Wthh he -

later received an apology).

2. Several attempts to dismiss him on charges of leavmg

letters behind. (Again an apology was made to him).

3. Putting him on a s1x-day week of 5 a.m. starts for elght

months.

4. Frequent mistakes in wage packets.

5. Attempting to add two days more on last year S snck ,

record by changing dates.

.... R

supporters

.mana‘geme.nt.to hear the second

‘appeal in Basingstoke.

At lunchtime £64 was deliv-
ered to the picket line from the
GMBATU who had organised
pay queue collections at the
hospital.

Now Taylor made a firm
promise to Alan that if he didn’t
get “his job back, he would
escalate the strike. | N

Alan and UCW Branch Secre-
tary Ron Rodwell were left

outside while three union
officers, Taylor, Payne and
Casey negotlated

. Alan told Taylor the bottom
line as far as he was concerned

was a temporary transfer, with

guaranteed return to Basing-
-stoke. The top line was immed-

~ late remstatement in the Basing-
- stoke offlce .

! Useless

After three or four hours of
negotiations, Taylor came back
with useless formulas.

‘Taylor phoned three different
Regions, asking them to take:
Alan and was' refused. Then-

Taylor insisted that Alan should
take a £6,000 pay-off, which was
all the management would offer.
Alan’s refusal to take the
money infuriated Taylor. he
asked Angela Fraser, Alan’s
wife, (and also an SO supporter)
to persuade him to take the
money. She told them to stuff it.
By the time the mass meeting
took place Tayor had hardened

.against escalating the action.
He forgot his promises — 1f he -
~ had ever meant them.

Although the strikers wanted
the hospital workers and SO
in the meeting,
Taylor wanted to clear any
witnesses out of the way before
the massacre and insisted that
they, and the delegation from

Croydon UCW, be excluded.

Even then the postmen voted
to continue the action.

Taylor, who at the start of the

4 day had said he would escalate

the strike, put an end to that by
claiming that the majority was
not enough. It was the end of the

helpless -

‘isolated leadership

-

work.

The local officials, confused

by the sudden- change, were

.behevmg Taylor was willing to

fight with them and they were ;-

unprepared for this treachery.

. ' . . .
) . - i
.

THE BROAD LEFT

| .. The branch: growmg militancy after 1 980’
road and they had to return to

as a second vote
- narrowly overturned the first. |
They had made the mistake of

................

..........

Emotion, frustration and
exhaustion broke and as Angela
Fraser finally managed to reach
the platform to say that if they
had voted to continue " they
would win, many broke down
and wept openly.

They knew we could have
won.

Growing militancy in the Branch after the 1980 strike led to the

election of Alan and Ron to their present positions. 1980-81 saw an |
attack on the working conditions of postal workers with the introduc-

tion of a productivity deal leading to speed-ups and job losses. This
productmty deal was made nationally w1th the total collaboration of

the union,

Branches which refused to accept the deal had visits from UCW
Executlve members. Basingstoke was one of the rebel branches.

The decision to reject the productrvrty deal and our mcreasmg
criticism of UCW leadershlp marked Basmgstoke UCW ont as an

opposition branch.

~ Qver the last year Alan Fraser has been active as Regronal
Orgamser for the Broad Left, and had begun to take a leading role.

- N - .

WHAT LESSONS have Basing-
stoke postmen learned from the
fight to reinstate Alan Fraser?
We asked five of them to tell us.
Alan Bryant [postman].

““‘I believe that the real reason

for the sacking was not Alan’s

sick record but because Alan
Fraser was an effective trade
union official who had fought to
create a vast improvement in our
members’ working conditions,

“In my opinion the whole of
the membership in Basingstoke
have recognised that Alan was
victimised by the Post Office for
carrymg out our democratrc
wishes.’

Ron Rodwell [Branch Secretary]

““The strength and solidarity
shown by our members during
the week of the dispute was in
direct contrast to shameful
goings-on by the union leader-
ships at the TUC conference.
If the UCW leadership had

shown the same spirit as our

-members I believe Alan would

have kept his job.

‘I am sure our members will
learn a number of lessons from
this dispute, especially the fact
that we must not
of two or
three individuals who can then

be picked off by a ruthless

management. .
“I believe that thxs struggle
will lead to a strengthening of

| 'the rank and file, and the deter-
mination to make sure that this

have an

type of victimisation will never
be allowed to happen again.””

Brian Reeder [postman].

“It is clear to me that our

members were prepared to take
action against a blatant victim-
isation whereas our union
leadership at a national level
had no desrre to take the action
further. I am sure all members

- 1n any future disputes can rely

on our own strength and not
union bureaucracy. We feel we
have been sold out.”’

Brian Lowe [postman].

“All of us feel that Alan
Fraser has not only been victim-
ised by the Post Office but that
the top union officials have
played a major role in our failure
to get Alan

(in other words, don t rock the

- boat).”’

G. Garret [postman] ' |

“In offering- Alan Fraser a
cash settlement it proves to me
the Post Office’s real reason in

dismissing Alan was because of -
his role as an effective Branch
official. The lesson I have.

learned is that the local
membership showed its solid-

arity in support of Alan, whilst

the national leadership com-

pletely sold him out rather than |

takmgontheﬁgh ’?

reinstated. It
appears to me thdat our union

‘leadership have acted as police-
men against us in this dispute

| Fore St.,

years of

one of the all too familiar
ghost branches. Branch meet-
ings were seldom held and badly

attended. Without the closed

shop agreement, the average

Basingstoke postman probably
- wouldn’t have chosen to hand
“over money to this dead organis-

ation.
Following the retlrement of

-the- old Branch Secretary, new
‘younger officers came forward

— among them Ron Rodwell,
current Branch Secretary, and
Alan. Fraser, Postal Sectlon
Secretary

The UCW began to come
alive; the new committee set
out to involve the membership.
Meetings were more regular and
made more interesting with
guest speakers and film shows.
A regular bulletm was _pro-
duced.

Earlier this year Labour Party

‘activists within the UCW set

up Basingstoke’s first workplace
Labour Party Branch. The UCW -

struggle o

JUST fOur years ago Basing-
.stoke’s UCW [then UPW] was

also took up its full delegation
entitlement to the Trades

Council and CLP, adding consid-
erable weight to turning the

Labour Party outwards .

Alan Fraser particular

~ won considerable nghts for the

12 young pestal cadets and in
1980 there was a four day strike
when a 19 year old postman was

‘dismissed. He was subsequently

reinstated.
It was. the Basmgstoke Postal
Workers who were first to

~ appear, 70 strong, on hoeipltal

picket lines during last year’s”
NHS dispute. This action led to .
strong links between the UCW
and GMBATU hospital workers.
GMBATU stewards spoke at
packed UCW meetings and the
UCW spoke at NHS workers’

. rallies in the town.

It is no coincidence either that
in the last year the GMBATU
Health Branch has nearly
doubled in size. The cross- feed
ing of ideas and the level of
pohtrcal consciousness in thesge
two unions are the proof of the
power of revolutionary ideas.

to chdnge a labour movement

which, without them is all too
often suffocatmg and passive. .

Britain’s

BRITAIN’S workers- have enter-

ed the 8th week of their strike ]

to reduce Workmg hours from 50 |

to 49.

Last Friday management
refused to guarantee that no vic-
timisations

aﬂy take place
‘'when they finally return to work.

The majority of workers are still
solidly behind the strike.
13 people who-were arrested

| for obstruction (one is charged

with double assault) are due to go’
to court). Shop steward Mr Ali

| says that while most of the.
unionised drivers refuse to deliver

to Britain’s, private vans are being

paid double rate to-scab.

- Donations to the strike fund
should be sent c/o TGWU, 205

Edmonton, London
N18.




. sacked in
~agreed procedures

' NALGO strikes to stop

2,500 members

Haringey council are oui on an
indefinite stnke.
demand the reinstatement of
Les Butler who was summarily
contravention of

Les Butler is a probatlonary

‘employee in PELAW: (part of the

council Public Works section).
On Friday September 9 he was

sacked, given a month’s pay in

lieu of notice and told to clear his
desk and go. When Les’s fellow
workers heard this they walked

out.

Les had recelved nothing in
writing  of the reasons for
considering dismissal. Prior to

- his sacking he was invited to a
disciplinary review on Septem- -

ber 8 but was given no details of
the allegations agamst him and
therefore was not in a posrtron to

defend himself. A request to

suspend the hearing was

- refused.

ngg
returns

A MASS meetmg of the 2,000

strikers at the Hi ghland Fabri-
cators yard in Nrgg voted last
Friday to return to work.

Six of the yard’s stewards
were summoned to London prior
to the mass meeting, where

union officials, headed by John

- Baldwin of the AUEW, deman-
ded acceptance of the agree-

ment they had arrived at with
management.

The deal mvolved a return to
work ‘at midnight on Sunday,
followed by the immediate
opening of discussions between
management and local union
representatlves on a 21 point

“‘survival plan’’ for the yard — .

cutbacks in the workforce and
worse working conditions.

ards’ convenor, stressed that the
dispute was not necessarily yet
at an end: ‘‘It's been a fifteen-

. round fight so far, but there may
 be a few more rounds togoyet.””

To underline this point, the

-strike fund has been kept intact,

for future use.

Carousel strlkers.
‘

Workers at Carousel ice-cream

wafer factory have been on

strike for union recognition

- since late July. They are now

in the ninth week of their

“strike. They were sacked in
- early August.

spoke to some of them about
the dispute.

What is your strategy for
Wmnm g this dispute?

- We need to get more peOple
down here on the mass pickets.
We had quite a lot down last
Tuesday, but not enough.

‘The mass lckets are just one
day a Week ’Even if they were
100% effective, that would still
leave the problem of supplie
and scabs going in all the other
days of the week.

. As far as stopping supplies
is concerned,

‘it’s all right,
provided that the firms are
unionised. The problem . is
stopping the scabs. When the

mass pickets are on, they come.
~ in the back way. But if we had

enough people we could picket

. that as well.

But there have .been cases of

of NALGO '.
.employed by Labour-controlled

The strikers

NALGO

Rab Wilson, the shop stew-

Stan Crooke

ackmg

by Mary Corbrshley (Haringey NALGO)

The Chief Personnel Officer
admits the Code of Practice was

- not followed. But he said, ‘I
see no grounds for reversing or

suspending the decision’’

The Labour Council have gone
‘along with the decision to sack,
- supporting the Chief Personnel
2,000

Officer = against over
NALGO members.
The Council ignore the facts
and condemn NALGO members
for striking against such a ‘good’
Labour authority. .
Some councillors, - leftists
among them, have said that
NALGO isn 't a proper union
anyway, that we're all overpaid,
lazy bureaucrats and that some

- jobs and- services should be
-dispensed with. :

| This divisive and backward |
campaign to undermine the

strike has been extended to-

~ Labour Party members and .
‘other Council unions.

Despite this, NALGO s mem-
bers are strong for the strike. At -
a mass meeting on Monday 19
September the vote was 2-1
to continue. The fighting mood
1s unprecedented in the branch.
But everyone is aware of the

- threat to jobs in the future and

feeling is running high that if
the employers can tear up one
agreement, then they can tear
up others also — and noone’s
job will be safe. The strike is
official and members are to be
given full strike pay, 60% of
gross earnings. |

Cracks. are beg'rnnmg to

appear in the ranks of the
, -Council..
-who have 'to date not been

Labour councillors

involved or properly  informed

have called a special Labour

Group meeting. At the Labour
Party’s Local Government Com-
mittee there is an emergency
resolution - in

NALGO’s demands.

Unfortunately the shop stew-
ards have now agreed to the
Council’s request that ACAS be
brought in, albeit with the
proviso that their decision will
not be binding: But there will
inevitably be pressure from
some sections to accept an
ACAS decision and this could
well break the unity that now
exists.

We must now allow that to
happen. ‘We can and we must
win this dispute and go forward
strengthened for . the battle

over cuts in services and job

losses that is yet to be fought.

Town Hall Ieft organises

LAST weekend’s conference (17
September) on privatisation was
the best thing to happen in
NALGO for some time. - T

It was called by Leeds
NALGO and initially shunned by
officialdom. But it
attracted 300 delegates, and in
the end some National Executive
Committee members and union
full-timers did attend.

The conferénce brought to-

~ gether militants to form the basis

of a national Broad Left, with
the number one aim of fighting

prlvatlsatlon

The most impressive speakers
were lan- Stephenson from Bury
NALGO and David Blunkett,
leader of Sheffield City Council.

Stephenson described the fight
against privatisation in Bury,
which has succeeded in mobilising
council workers and working class
community  organisations and

defeated privatisation plans so far.

by industrial action.
Blunket described his ooncep-
tlon of the way in which Louncrl

workers and community should
stand firm against the govern-
ment. He stressed the need for
aggressive, innovative policies

rather than a stonewall defence of
- the flawed welfare state of the

last 35 years.

- However, while his contribu-
tion was . both intelligent and
left-wing in terms of the status
quo, his . perspectives extended.
right up to the barrier of what can

be donc by administrative policy
~ within a capitalist society, and

no further.

Workers fight double-cross

'“WE HAVE been conned, but

we'll stay out for, a dece_nt
wage’’, said Peter Woods, the
shop convenor at Quick’s
Garage. o

60 workers have been on

strike for three weeks at the

~depot in Old Trafford, Man-
chester. They came out when
- management broke a wage

agreement ‘settled”  three
months ago. After the new ‘A’
registration cars had been
finished and delivered, the boss-
es announced that the deal

“was off.

.deliveries being made even by

~ firms that are unionised, such as
the flour delivery- a fortnlght

ago.

That was brought in at six in
the morning when no-one was
here. It was one of Sandro’s
{the factory owner) dirty tricks.
We need to get on to the
- suppliers and tell them that the

dispute is still on.
Letters have been sent out by
the union to appeal for blackmg

But maybe the letters have just
- been read -and ignored, so we
need to go round the-factories

making the supplies ourselves.

 Laird’s has already blacked
supplies of cardboard boxes.
And the union members there
put us in contact with other
factories he gets supplies of

boxes from.

How do you think the, mass

picketing can be made more
effective?

Tell more people how impor-

tant it is to get down here. At

first we were going to hold the

mass$ pickets on a different day
each week, to keep the police
‘and Sandro guessing, but we
couldn’t get the word round
quick enough. So now the mass

- pickets are on the same day

They have since said that as

early as July they intended not -

to honour the agreement.

The workforce reacted by

walking out immediately. The
strike is solid, and the depot is
being prcketed seven days a
week. -

Sales staff and office Worke'rs,

~who are also in the TGWU,

have refused to support the
strikers, despite likely redun-

dancies soon in their sections.
Another Quick’s depot in

Manchester has come out in
support and the Bury depot is

e go on till we win’

each week.

What support have you had from
the Glasgow District Committee

- of the TGWU?

They have notified all
branches and sent delegates
down to the pickets. All TGWU
District Committee Secretaries
have been informed, and ijt’s

coming up at the Regional Com-
mittee next week. The dispute-
has also been raised at the

TGWU Women’s  Advisory

- Committee and the Youth Com- |

mittee.
But what has it actually done to

" build for the mass pickets?
Members of it are going round

the factories before the weekend
to get a. turnout for the next
mass picket,

also being contacted about it to
get more support.

‘Has support from the Labour
Party been just at the level of

donations or have Party mem-

bers been turning up for the-

picketing? ,
There’s been quite a few
people down from Labour Party
branches, particularly the local
ones, Easterhouse and Shettle-
ston. |
How about support from unem-

and other large
. factories around Glasgow are

on a work-to-rule. .
Management want to bring in

the government arbitration serv-

ice ACAS, but the workers are

- unwilling to hand over control
of the strike to the TGWU full-

timers. »

Although the strike has been
made official, no strike pay has
come through yet. Money is

needed. Support is also needed :

especially from Ford: Quick’'s is
one of their main dealers.

Donations and messages to:
Peter Woods, 11 Hazel Bank
Ave, Wlthmgton Manchester
20.

ployed groups, like Unemployed
Workers Centres and Claunants
Unions?

They've been down as well,
from Whitevale, the local
centre, and also from Castle-
milk and the Maryhill Claimants
Union.

What impact have you had so far

on production in the factory?

Sandro certainly isn’t getting

as much done as he used to. The
wafer machine used to operate
from half eight to four. Now if
just runs from ten to half twelve.

- We also went down to Booker
Cash and Carry, to try to get him

to black Sandro s stuff. But he

said he hadn’t received any
supplies from him for three
weeks anyway.

In winter the main work is a
bulk order from Saudi Arabia.
But we're going to see the
dockers to get it blacked, when

we find out which docks it goes |
" through. |

- How long do you think the dis-

pute will carry on for? -

We're prepared to carry it on
as long as it takes to win.

*Send donations and write for

speakers to: TGWU, 216 West

Regent St. Glasgow
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Admzmstrators bundle a patzent into a car durmg a razd on the Prmcess
Mary hospital work-in, April 1980. Thornton View workers are prepar
ing to counter any such moves against their hospztal :

Ready for Fowler ?

"THE occupation of Thornton
. View Hospital continues to run

smoothly, with picket lines still
strong for 24 hours a day.

- The picket lines are staffed by H
- the local labour movement and

community as well as by hospital
workers, with the Labour. Party
taking responsibility for a block
of the picketrng rota. There is a
supporters’ committee, distinct

from the occupation committee,

which organises sympathrsers

who don’t work m31de the hos-

pital.
The occupation committee has
tlghtened up - management

‘access to the hosp ital. Until last
‘week lower management could

come and go at will, providing
they gave notice. Now they are
restricted to two days and one

night. All senior management
"are banned and have given up .
trying to get in.

The hos 1ta1 is waiting fo
- Fowler to "make - his ﬁna
decision. Hazel Ward, a NUPE

steward for the nurses says that

- the .occupation will continue tc

““make sure the hospital isn 't
run down'’- even when Fowler

- does insist on the closure. *‘It
"will be up to them to move ir

and -evacuate the hospital
St. Benedicts Hospital occupa.
tion in South London ended with
a raid. The police herded nurses
into a room to -make way for

" private ambulances to move out

the patients. That could happer
here We will have to wait and
see.””

The same Reglo al Health
Authority (Yorkshire) is trying tc
close the Shipley Hospital whick
is a special unit with 23 pre.
convalescence beds. it’s a centre
for X-rays and houses a physio-

o therapy umt
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Yorkshire, Scotland B

strikes

NEARLY 11,000 miners in the

Barnsley coalfields are out on
strike. The strike began two
weeks ago at the Dodworth
Colliery when George Marsh

was sacked after 21 years at the
pit for allegedly pushing an

overman. -

- All but two of the 16 pitsinthe

coalfield are involved in the dis-
pute. |

The strike is in defiance of the
regional NUM which defeated a

motion from Dodworth calling

for an all-out strike involving all
the Yorkshire pits. The men
were told to get back to work and
the strike was made unofficial.

~ F lying pickets
" NCB officials blame *‘‘heavy

‘illegal picketing’’, the flying

{

by

=

pickets, for spreading the strike.

Up in Scotland, 1000 miners at
the Monktonhall colliery are on
strike. Miners were locked out
after a union meeting ran five

minutes over time. When the =

men working down the pit heard
about the lock-out they stopped
work in support. Monktonhall
seems to be on MacGregor’s
hit list. X

.Already the NCB is demand-
ing voluntary redundancies. At a
press conference yesterday

MacGregor threatened that the

pit would be run down to a
‘‘care and maintenance basis’’ if
the strike was not over soon.
Mick McGahey, the Area
President, is demanding that the
strike be made official and for
every NUM branch to give
Monktonhall pit moral and
financial support. McGahey is

THE battle betWeen at- least
part of the trade union move-

ment and the government

over anti-union laws reached

red-alert this week. |
The battle was called off at

- the last minute when ten journal-
- 1sts at the Stockport Messenger

refused to obey an instruction

.‘ -

Demonstrate in support
of the Newham 8§:

assemble 1pm at
Plashet Park. London
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“I met some wonderful

sack them.”

“laws in all

i
i
i
I
Saturday September 24. =
i
i
B
[

looking to call an -emergency

meeting of the Triple Alliance to
discuss effective  support
action and take up an offer from

the Scottish TUC to convene a

people down there. It’sa
pity I'm going to -have to

S

from their own union.

The instruction — from the

National Executive Committce of

+ the National Union of Journalists

— was to carry on supporting a
strike_by the NGA and thus defy
a High Court injunction.

Despite the backdown by the-

chapel, the NUJ has put down an
important marker in the fight
against the Tebbit laws and set an
example to the tradec union move-

.ment. The most relieved people in
the labour movement werce the

TUC leadership.

An NUJ appeal to the TUC for
support was to be considered. this
week by the Employment and
Organisation Committee, the very

body now responsible for opening

talks with Tebbit. S
- As reported ‘in last week’s

Socialist -Organiser, Manchester

‘High Court issucd an intcrim
- injunciion  against  the  union

under the 1982 Employment Act,
in tavour of the owner of the

Messenger group, Mr. Selim Shah.

~The Injunction . showed the
their  -barbarity.
Journalists on
Messenger were taking the: most

stmple form of solidarity action:

\ rcfugjng to brecak o St_fikC\ by

another union.

There 1s nothing sccondary

~about such support except in the

twistéd logic of Tory legislation.
which seeks to reduce cach union

fo an isolated rump of atomised

individuals. |

The Tebbit laws compel those
who obey them to break strikes.
They compel TGWU members to
break strikes by AUFW members
' same  factorv., clerical

b
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the  Stockport

“An  all-day

the crisis in the pits.

workers ‘to break blue collar
strikes, industrial workers to scab
on officc workers. They turn the
word union inside out and the
word solidarity into inpenctrablc

- Polish, incapable of transiation.

As it prepared to fight, the
NUJ took soundings at the Trade
Union Congress. it was immed-
lately made clear to them that the
General  Council  would not
support any motion brought onto
the conference floor.

Worse, the TUC passed a reso-
[ution which spelled out in
advance that the NUJ and other
unions would fight alonec. |

Congress  cmpowered  the

~ General Council to give financial
support to unions attacked under

Tebbit’s laws, if and only if the
General Council had first given
permission to defy the courts.

In the week following the

TUC, the NUJ again came under .

pressure to back down but Bill

Keys  of SOGAT 83 and Tony |

Dubbins of the NGA both pro-
mised some form of support.

In . the light of this pressure,
the NUJ Executive last Saturday
took a historic decision to fight.
meceting voted 11-7
to defy ‘the courts and turn to the
whole frade union movement

for support. The Extcutive also
said that it was prepared to re-

convenc the NUJ conference in
its defence. |

[t was o battle with some
unlikely hcroes. The lett could
not have won alone. But general
secretary Ken  Ashton  and
Scottish Fxecutive member Harry
Conroy both ureed defiance and
swune the centre-richt to support
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special conference for the whole
- Scottish labour movement about

- er

- of national income.
deficit, about which the Tories

-ply " with the

 TRANSPORT workers, postal

workers, teachers and many
other public service workers are

on strike against government

spending cuts in Belgium.
The movement began on

September 8 with a local rail

strike in Charleroi, and spread

-spontaneously, though it is now
being - officially supported b

the Socialist and Christian:
unions. The effects of the strike
movement  are  increasing;
steelworks in Liege have now

~ been shut down.

~ Belgium’s right wing coalition
government says it may use
troops as scabs if
continues. | |

The government wants to cut
public spending by cutting wag-
es and bonuses, paying wages a
month in arrears rather than in

. : | advance, and demanding high-
security contribu-

social
tions. It says it will negotiate on
the method of making the cuts,
but not on the principle and not
even on the amount. |

‘The background to this move

is Belgium’s huge budget
deficit — estimated at 11.5%
(Britain’s

make such an outcry, is less than

3% of national income). Bel-
~ gium also has a huge foreign
debt, and 15% unemployment.

~a resolution  from Provincial

Newspapers “representative Bob
Keogh and Book member Simon
Collins.

A right wing resolution from
Fleet Street and TV was defeated.
Typically it linked pious expres-
sions  of support for solidarity
action to- a clear call to climb
down. R | |
The Stockport chapel had
challenged the Executive to
reissuc its instruction and show it

~was scrious about defending the

union. But after deciding to com-
instruction, the
chapel caved in under pressure
from the employer. .

the strike |

hits cuts
I illee|glum -

Before this strike wave, the
labour movement. response on -
‘the issue of cuts hgd been weak.

Belgium has two Socialist Part-
iles — Flemish and Walloon —
and the Flemish Socialist Party
has supported cuts on the
grounds that too much money is
being spent in the Walloon
(French-speaking) areas!

Now Socialist union leaders in
Wallonia® are calling for a
general strike.

WORKERS IN West Germany,

too, are adopting militant tactics

to fight back against cuts. =
On Monday 19th, 2000 work-

ers at the AG Weser Groepeling-
- en shipyard in Bremen occupied
~ the ‘yard after they had been

addressed by the government

Economics Minister, Count Otto

Lambsdorff. The Christian Dem-

‘ocrat/Christian Social Union .
government is backing plans to |

close the Groepelingen yard as

part of a drastic restructuring of -

shipbuilding. -
‘Already aneother shipyard in

Hamburg is occupied by the

workers in protest against plans
to lay off 1354 of them. |

The Social Democratic provin-
cial government in Bremen has
said it will consult experts be-
fore deciding whether to support
or - oppose the restructuring

. The Stockport chapel gave as
1ts excuse for backing off exactly

the reasons for fighting. . FoC

~ Simon Howarth said “We wvere

ten journalists supporting eight
members of the National Graphic-

al Association but as a result our
‘whole union faced bankruptcy.”
The chapel’s decision is not so

important as the Executive’s

- decision to fight. The NUJ has

put down the marker.

. A Which
union will pick it up? ‘

The way in which a small dis-

pute b]ew_,into a test case against
the Tebbit laws on secondary
action shows that the law is

bound to be put to the test soon.

: | / ”

WITH the coliection at our “How to Fight the Tories’ conference last

.

Saturday raising £201.64, and other donations bringing this week’s

puter. September’s total is £953.0

[fund total to £388.00, we had to buy new batteries for the office com-

Thanks this week ‘to: delegates and bpsérvers at the Septémgér 17
conference who gave a total of £201.64 (including £5 donations from

‘Bruce Robinson, Chris Hickey and Kate Williams)

Terry Smith on thé coffee stall,

to lan Swindale and

£10, and Siu-Ming Cheung and Les .
Hearn on the food stall, £22.81. Thanks also for donations to: Mart
Jchester supporters, -£42, Martin Thomas, whose sponsored bike-ride:
with Istington supporters has brought in a further £29.20: Rochdale
supporters who rajsed £33 at a social; Stockport supporters, £15;
Durham supporters £11.85; Halifax supporters, £3.20; Jayne and
Kelly Dempsey, £5; South East London supporters £2.60; Steve Hall,

£1.50; Southwark supporters, £3; Siu-Ming Cheung, proceeds from
serving refreshments at a meeting, £3; and Oxford supporters £5.

Donations to. 214 Sickert Court, London N1 2SY

[ that the National

by Ricky Houston

Last Sunday, 18th, the Post
Office Engineering Union
voted 81,000 to 49,000 at its
Special Conference to con-
tinue industrial action against
the Tories’ plan to privatise

.

British Telecom. =~ |
. -Though the vote was more
" than three-to-two for continued

| action, activists who want to de-

feat the Privatisation Bill will
have to step up the campaigning
~among the mass membership,
pushing for branches to demand
Executive
immediately escalates action.
The National Executive report

. which was adopted merely man-
dates the NEC to continue a
campaign, without specifying

how to strengthen the struggle.

The right wing ‘Mainstream’
faction lost control of the Exec-
utive in June, but is still entren-
ched in the union’s head office,
among the full-time _officers.
They are well organised and -
were well prepared for the
conference. | , |

They scored a victory when
they got the conference to cen-
sure the Broad Left dominated
Executive’s refusal to re-nomi- -
nate John Golding, a prominent -
witch-hunter and a full-time offi- -
cer of the POEU, to the Labour
Party National Executive. |

The tone of the conference

was set in the debate on an

amendment to the National Exe-
cutive report tabled by the Leic-
ester Internal branch. The am-
endment, if carried, would

effectively have ended the un-

ion’s fight against privatisaton.
In the debate it became clear
that the union, as yet, is not pre-
pared to go further than selec-
tive industrial action. Left activ-

ists still have to convince -the
members that to defeat the Tory
Bill all-out action will eventually
be necessary. The Swansea
branch had raised this before
the conference. | ‘
A number of propositions caﬁ-'
ing for specific action now were
never .reached because of an
amended conference timetable
proposed by the National Exe-
cutive. Obviously the NEC want-
ed to avoid reaching proposals
which wquld have tied them
down to immediate and specific

| escalation, |

This indication of uncertainty

wing of the union and (almost
certainly} by BT ‘management
and the government.

The membefship must be

Broad Left supporters must
argue 1n their branches for an
immediat¥ . escalation - of the -
fight: = o
- ¢ For immediate action. ag-
ainst the Bill, by blacking gov-
ernment department lines an
equipment, | “
i ® For an-escalation of agtion .
‘ainst Project Mercury and its -
financial backers. |
-So far the action has been con-
fined to small groups of mem-

. bers in London. The maximum

number of members throughout
the country must be involved in
effective industrial action so as

to create a fighting mood |
~throughout_ the union. o

PO. Signed articles do not necessarily reflect the views of the SOA.

will be exploited by the right

alerted and mobilised now.




