“.-_'-'w— g Tl

For JOBS. Unemployment is not inevitable. It is caused by a
_ system where workers are employed only if it is profitable,
and where employers use mass unemployment as a ohtlcal
weapon. Labour promises increased spending on health, educa-
tion and social services, and increased public investment in
housing, rail electrification, etc. So far, so good. But the
_labour movement also needs to fight directly for jobs instead
- of just waiting for the effects of increased public spending to
- trickle through. An immediate 35 hour week, and work-
sharing with no loss of pay; opening the books of companies
declanng redundancies, and fighting for workers’ plans
extending nationalisation into profitable sectors, to acquire
the resources to plan production for need — these are the

answers. -

For PEACE. Trident, Cruise and other nuclear weapons are
nothing to do with defending us. Their purpose is to enable
the British government to act as a big-power bully on a world
scale. In a nuclear war almost everyone except the favoured
few in their bunkers would be wiped out. We gain nothing
from the fact that Thatcher can press a button to wipe out
millions in the USSR and East Europe. Scrap the Bomb! The
alternative is not more power for the generals who are stren-
gthening their conventional forces for ‘counter-insurgency’,
but citizen’s defence: militias based on universal military train-
ing and labour movement/community control.

For PUBLIC SERVICES. The Tories say “we can’t afford”
better health, education, housing, social services. In truth we
can’t afford to have the Tories whittling down these services,
privatising as much as they can, and directing money to private
profits, to tax cuts for the rich, to the arms drive and to

‘Fortress Falklands’.

For WAGES. The Tories aim to protect capitalism from
workers’ wage demands by cash limits and mass unemploy-
ment: the Alliance and Labour’s right wing, by incomes
pohcles The answer should be to protect workers’ wages from
the profit system — by a legal minimum wage, and automatic
monthly wage increases in line with a' working class price

index.

For WOMEN’S RIGHTS. All the work done by women unpaid
in the home instead of public services is a free gift to capital-
ism — and a block to any real equality for women. Women
need to fight not only for stronger equality laws but also for
more services, more nurseries and the right to a job.

The labour movement isn’t
just the top leaders. The
fight goes on after June 9.

For BLACK RIGHTS. Immigration controls exist only because
of racism. Vast categories of white people can enter Britain
freely. Black people don’t cause unemployment, they suffer
from it. Racist divisions poison the working class and weaken
it in_struggle. Immigration controls should be scrapped,
together with the whole system of deportations, passport
checks and racist harassment that flows from them.

For IRELAND. The Northern Ireland state, created by the
artificial British-imposed partition of Ireland, is sectarian and
undemocratic by its very nature. The policy of successive
British governments has been simply to try to stabilise the
state by repression of the oppressed Catholic minority. This
policy can never bring peace. It brings only more repression —
including to Britain, through the Prevention of Terrorism Act.
Official Labour Party policy calls for a united Ireland, but in
immediate practical terms proposes no break from the policy
of beating down the Catholics. The Irish people as a whole
should have the right to self-determination: British troops
should be withdrawn, and Ireland re-united with all legitimate

minority rights for the Protestants.

For SOCIALISM. No serious fightback will get very far with-
out a decisive challenge to the power and privilege of the top
ten per cent who own 60% of all private wealth and nearly
100% of shares and landed property. That top 10% have a
resolute and convinced political leadership — the Tories —
while the working class has a leadership that dithers, fudges,
and sells out. That’s why it’s sometimes difficult to convince
workers that Labour is a real alternative. But the labour
movement isn’t just the top leaders. Direct trade union
struggle, plus the fight within the labour movement for
accountability, for new leaders, and for socialist policies, will
have to move into higher gear after June 10 whoever wins.

The first round is June 9. The better we mobilise the
Labour vote then, the better we’ll be able to organise after

June 10.
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Shore: ‘waffling on’

*Disastrous confuswn

by Reg Race

IF THE election in North

London is typical of Britain

as a whole, then the over-
whelming reaction of working

class voters at this stage in the

campaign is one of confusion

and doubt as to the inten-

tions of the leadershrp

There is no doubt that Lab-
our’s collective leadership needs
to be far clearer and sharper in its

- presentation of socialist policies

and in its criticisms of Tory poli-
cies. Failure to achieve this clarity
— ‘waffling on’, as many voters
put it - is disastrous in the face
of a determined and resolute Tory
party that knows what it wants
and thinks that it has the labour

“movement on the canvas.

Callaghan’s speech on defence

last week was deeply damaging to

the interests of the Party, and was
absolutely unforgiveable in the
middle of a critical general elec-
tion. In my opinion, his actions

“have cost the party hundreds of

thousands of votes which will be

. difficult to retrieve before June 9:

it was all the more damaging be-

~cause it lent the credibility of an
ex Prime Minister and leader of

the Labour Party to the very argu-
ments that have been used by
Thatcher to criticise unilateralism.

‘Wondering

After Frank Chapple’s
endorsement of an SDP candidate
and Callaghan’s speech supporting
Tory defence policy, one could be
forgiven for wondering which
luminary of the Labour Party will
be the next to undermine the
campaign.

A further difficulty for Lab-
our is that the Tories have been
adept at convincing .ordinary

people that scapegoats have pro-

duced unemployment and pov-

erty. A variety of such scapegoats

are paraded: black people; the.
world recession; women going out

to work instead of ‘staying at
home to mind the kids; or the
nasty trade unions.

Evidence

The power of these smear

tactics is reinforced by the confid-
- ‘enft reiteration of these themes by

the ‘tabloid press: don’t forget
that 25% of the electorate read
the Sun.-

What should Labour do? We
should be far clearer about what
the Tories have already done to
the welfare state, and the actions
which Thatcher has taken to push
up unemployment. We |
allow the real anger —of the
People’s Marchers to speak for us
— and tell -people that the only
real chance they may have to
change the disastrous
attacking working people is the
chance they have on June 9.

CIf Labour had fought hard

‘Ray Davres, Labour candldate for
Cardiff Central.

Altogether we’ve held about 17
‘public meetings. We’ve had meet-

ings in the hospitals, we’ve met

the CPSA branch, we’ve had four

or five meetings with students

unions, we’ve met teachers in
schools and we’ve been to the art
college.

We’ve done a lot of work in

the shopping centres with the
loudspeaker, explaining the
various points of Labour’s policy.
It’s been a very,

- campaign.

Some of the young unemploy-

ed are a bit cynical about whether
any party can give them a job.
We’ve leafletted  the Job Centres,

- and the only break we’re allowing

in the campaign is to send two

buses to the People’s March rally

What I've been doing is to
concenfrate on the three impor-
tant policies of the campaign —
defence and unilateral nuclear
disarmament; the Common Mar-
ket and unemployment

What I try and, impress upon

very active

we could have won’

people when 1 speak to them is
that the Labour Party policy on
nuclear disarmament is just one
step in the direction of peace. A
nuclear free Britain is a step
towards a nuclear free FEurope

~which in turn is a step towards a

nuclear free world.

If Labout had fought hard on
the three policies I refer to then

instead of struggling hard for

survival as we are at the moment,
it would have been a great Labour

‘victory on June 9. In fact we

could still win on June 9 if the

Labour leaders come off the fence

and start campaigning vigorously
on the hustings and in interviews
for the pOllCleS of the party,
mstead of fudging.

I think that people arent SO
much worried about the policies

of the Labour Party “but that
certain leaders of the Party are

hedging on the.policies — and if
they are hedging on the Manifesto
what are they going to do if they
are elected? That’s what 1t s all
about.

SIHHYH NHOr

Labour Campaten for
Gav Rights.c 0 61A
Bloom St. Manchester |

Councillor Neil = Taggart, agent
Leeds North East Labour Party.

It’s been a better campaign, even
than in 1979 when we reduced
Sir Keith Joseph’s majority and
"had the only swing to Labour

from a sitting Tory outside

Scotland. Although significant

boundary changes shifted thous-
ands of Labour supporters into
Leeds East and Central and

replaced them with solid Tory

arcas in northern Leeds, we are
fighting hard.

In  the Chapel Allerton ward

the canvass results are the best
we have ever had — better even
+tan for the local elections last
-, when the West Indian
Lamour ~»ancEkor was re-elected,
:\:ﬁm TROCE S th.m any where
H&\ s u:* Las Leﬁis seat.

should

~dent Terry .
al Secretary Frank Chapple and (a

~policies

“and throwing

THE brutal sabotage of Labour S
election campaign by James:
Callaghan and other right wingers
appears to be no mdmdual
effort.

If Observer t:orrespondent

* Adam Raphael is right, the whole

move to crush the manifesto’s
unilateralist position was a calcu-

- lated intervention orchestrated by
‘the sinister .

‘Labour Committee
for Trans-Atlantic

.

ing’. - .
The LCTU, suggests Raphael,

has already prepared a declara-
ton in support of multilateral

disarmament ready for distribu-
tion as part of a planned right-
wing offensive after the expected
electoral defeat of the Labour

‘Sponsors of the declarat10n,
he says, will include AUEW Presi-
Duffy, EETPU Gener-

Party.

man many thought was dead!) —

former Forelgn Secretary Lord -

Stewart.
The LCTU (whrch produces a

littleread newsletter) is financed

by NATO and is closely linked to
the anti-communist American
trade union federation the AFL-
-CID, which in turn works hand-in-
hand with the CIA on inter-

| national matters.

- Among other leading lights of
the LCTU have been David Owen,
Tom Bradley and William Rod
gers, each of them prominent de-
fectors wothe SDP.

Callaghan has now plainly
taken up the torch as defender of

the ~ reactionary  politics

within the Labour Party, while
Chapple has supported SDP candi-

‘date John Grant, and Duffy has

for months: been stridently
denouncing Labour’s policies and
the leadership of Michael Foot.

. Interestmgly, Callaghan has
also repeatedly advocated an
‘anti-Thatcher’ coalition between
the Labour Party, Liberals, SDP
and ‘dissident Tones such as Ted
Heath.

.. His intervention In the elec-
tion campaign has thus served a
double purpose: helping to mini-
mise Labour’s chances of victory
(and thus no doubt pleasing the
LCTU’s American paymastess);
‘his hat into the ring
as a potential coalition broker in
the event of a close result.

A better campaign

Joseph’s appearance on a
latform with ex-National Front
rnember Finnegan in Stockton
and the long-standing anti-fascist
record of our own candidate, left-
wing Jewish lawyer Ron Sebler

scems to have made ‘many erst- '_
while Tory voters in the Jewish

community switch to Labour.
As one Jewish voter said:

“Joseph is a traitor to the Jewish

race”.
“Audrey Wise, Labour candldate'
for Woolwrch

It’s a disgrace that the Labour
Party leaflet on disarmament

wasn't available until the Friday

after May 24. We only found this
out at the last minute so we were
not able to produce our own leaf-

Understand'- |

than '79’

let locally

national governmeént control on

Jenkms/Steel ‘2 deal wzth the Allzance would further shackle the
labour movement

No coa11t1on'

"WITH the Allranee well below take-off' pomt in the polls a
‘hung Parliament seems unlikely. But suppose it happens.
Should Labour go for a coalition with the Allrance to keep the _

- Tories out?

No. The labour movement is already hampered enough by

collaboration with its enemies. For the past four years trade
‘union leaders have been collaborating with the Tories in the
NEDC and dozens of other official committees and boards;
Labour leaders have been collaborating in Parliament as a
docile and ‘loyal’ opposition, except on just a couple of issues;
and most Labour councils have been passively collaborating
with Tory cuts. We need to break. such collaboration — ‘not
add an extra twist to it.

A deal with the Alliance would further shackle and com-
promise the labour movement, and gain nothing that could not
be gained by energetic use of the possibilities open to an inde-
pendent Parliamentary mmorrty -

.ooooooooooooooooooo_

- We've put out several special
leaflets locaily — ong on the pro-
posed East London river crossing
(a big new road crossing the
Thames which would destroy 260
houses and 50 acres of open space
in the constituency), one by a
local councillor linking what the
council has been able to do to

local government, and others on
various other local issues.

bosses. stop

up drspute wrongly referred to
negotiations involving the JNC:
in fact the n
at the level of Plant Level Comm-

ittee (PLC).

egotiations have been

.
.

Last week’s article on the BL ‘ M 4
Cowley Assembly Plant washing- 10p plus postage from

214 Sickert Court
London. N1 2SY
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“IF IN d.oubt,,'brazen—it out’
‘has been the Tory motto as
labour leaders point to evi-

dence of their plans to dis-
- member the NHS and siphon

off public sector resources to

line the pockets of private
‘practitioners, clinics and hos-
pitals.

Norman Fowler, Secretary of

"How many

fascists?

HOW many fascists are there in
the Tory Party?, Apparently the
leadership don’t know: they are
running an extensive inquiry into
the “Young Conservatives”

‘(under 35!) to find out. :

It has long been clear that
there is an active and influential
‘hard - right® component of the

Federation of Conservative Stu-

dents: and Stockton South candi-
date Thomas Finnegan is a recent

former parliamentary candidate

for the National Front.

Last week, Harvey Proctor,

. Tory candidate in Billericay and a
vicious racist, rushed to deny
reports that he had welcomed
support from the National Front

magazine Bulldog. |
Revelations

. In the face of these embarrass-
ing revelations, Tory Party Chair-
man Cecil Parkinson claimed that

the small number of expulsions of

proven fascists showed that the
problem was not a large one.

. But Phil Pedley, Chairman of
the Young Conservatives, was less
_inhibited, describing the evidence
so far accumulated as ‘the tip of
the iceberg’. |

There is little doubt that That-
cher’s overt racist propaganda
prior to the 1979 election cam-

paign drew many would-be fasc-

ists into the embrace of the Tory
Party, where they have been nur-

tured on rabid chauvinism, racist

legislation and the Falklands war,
Like so many aspects of the Tory
Party and its policies, the true ex-
tent of this problem wil not
emerge until after the election.

e NHS!
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Harry Sloan réports on
Tory plans to decimate
the health service

R s
- 2
B
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State for Social Services, hastily
published the confidential paper
leaked by Labour as if there was
nothing to hide: and he made no

attempt to disassociate from its -
_ proposals.

These include: .
*The sale of ‘surplus’ NHS land

~and closed hospitals, wards or

wings to the private sector.

*Urging NHS authorities to con-
tract with nursing homes to take
elderly NHS patients — at a cost

- of £135-200 per week. This, 1t is

argued, would ‘free’ NHS beds
and ‘enable unsatisfactory geriat-
ric accommodation to be closed’.

*Joint initiatives’ between the
private sector and the NHS ‘with
both sharing the profits. and the
risks’. -

~ *More equipment — ‘particularly

high technology equipment’ —
could be made available by the

- private sector for joint use (where
Tory cash limits prevent the NHS
acquiring sufficient equipment of

‘ Healey’sha =COC
Falklands offensi

ment between the USA, Britain,

YES, there should be é, publ_icf

inquiry into the sinking of
the Belgrano. Yes, Thatcher
did wrap herself in the Union
Jack and glory in the Falk-
lands slaughter. Yes, it does
show the Tories’ hypocrisy
that they

pump millions into ‘Fortress
Falklands’ and into (highly
profitable) loans to the Ar-
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its own).

“*Private companies could provide
‘commercial rented accommoda-
tion for nurses’.

*NHS equipment and supplies to

"be made available to the private
profiteers ‘on such terms as the

- by Martin Thomas

gentine regime. The troops

‘should be withdrawn from
“the Falklands, - -

*For many years before th
Falklands war, British govern-
ments had been trying to negoti-

ate. a transfer of the islands to

Argentina. They had failed to

agree on terms, not on the prin- -
- ciple. -
*Fortress FFalklands’ is now

authority considers appropriate".
The proposals clearly do

amount, as Roy Hattersley and
- Gwynneth Dunwoody pointed
out, to a plan for asset-stripping.
the NHS and funnelling NHS re-
sources into private medicine.

South Africa, Argentina and per-

haps Brazil. It looks like the war
has only provided an opportunity -

to establish” this base sooner — at
the expense of the British tax-

payer.

*There is strong evidence —
based on statements by the for-
mer foreign minister of Peru —
that a new peace agreement was
tabled and being favourably con-
sidered by the Argentine govern-
ment just at the time that the

Healey
accusations, and Foot has refused -

~ This is in line with the vague
formulation in the Tory Mani-
festo, which talks evasively of
‘promoting ~_closer partnership
between the state and the private
sectors’. Health Minister Kenneth

* Clarke insiste® that the document

‘Does not contain anything which

is inconsistent with .the speeches—

we have - been making and the

policies we have been putting for-

ward for the past 12 months’.
The Tories have been absolute-

ly consistent in their relentless

drive towards privatisation of the
NHS, paving the way for intensi-
fied exploitation of the sick and
the elderly~for profit, and for

forcing all families onto private

health insurance. |

- But the unions and Labour
Party have been nowhere near as
consistent or determined in
opposing such moves. The last
Labour government reintroduced

prescription  charges rather than

nationalise the. drug monopolies,
and failed to take any serious
action to eliminate pay beds in
NHS hospitals. The health unions
CoHSE and NUPE retreated in
January 1980 from their pledge

~ to take action- against private
beds, while the TUC itself actu--

ally owns a private hospital, the
Manor House in Hampstead.

-tures and jingoist bluster.

‘Now Healey has come out and

“accused Thatcher, and Neil Kinn-
-ock has called for an inquiry into

the Belgrano. It’s a bit late, and
at odds with the Shadow Cabin-
et’s support for Thatcher during
the war — and the Labour leaders
have made a hash of it ever now.
has ' half-withdrawn his

to promise that a Labour govern-
ment would establish an inquiry
into the Belgrano sinking. -

Labour should oppose the

Tories over the Falklands — but

We need not only to stop. the
Tory plans in their tracks, but
also to fight within the labour
movement for socialist policies
and a committed leadership that
can put a halt to private medicine,
defend and restore the NHS, and
— through workeis’ inquiries into
local needs and the fight for ex-
panded health provision — elimi-
nate the waiting lists and short-
ages of geriatric and other care

- which at present dog the Health
Service. -

much closer study.’

Royal
- blue

ONE of Britain’s nastiest feudal
relics last week added his two
pennyworth to the Tory cold war
propaganda. .

‘The Duke of Edinburgh has
long been known for his sexist,
anti-unon and warmongering
views: his latest suggestion is for
degree courses in military science,
which would school a new elite
officer corps in techniques of
domination and repression.

He felt obliged to decorate

this with a touch of his Readers’

Digest view of Marxism, inform-
ing anyone obsequious enough to
listen that: |
‘the massive and continuing
build-up of the Soviet military
arsenal and the well-known Marx-
ist. dedication to the destruction
of the so-called capitalist-imper-
ialist nations by any means,
suggests that the whole subject of
military science is well worth
- Prince Philip’s intervention in
support of Thatcher’s campaign
— though in stark contrast with
the stage-managed populsim of
‘Bonny Prince Charlie’ and ‘Ran-
dy Andy’ — should come as no
surprise. o
~But it serves to highlight
another significant weakness in
the programmes of both the La-
bour and Communist Parties —
neither calls for the abolition of
the monarchy which could yet
prove.a decisive element in the re-
groupment of the reactionary
forces of the bourgeois state

| - being developed as a strategic Tories escalated the war Into  consistently. against the workers’ movement.
. 0000000000 @ D25C. New radar being installed large-scale slaughter, by ordering o - ' I ~
.......'.......-..........‘. ....' S there has a range of over 1,000 ~ that the Belgragno should be sunk.  pm mms sem e Advertisement TSNS -
| : | | . F R S miles. Garrison costs alone will ~ hat the Tories wanted above all g | O | .
e . | be £424 million in 19834. Mill-  Was a military victory, to boost 1 —— . :
X - jons are also being spent on re- their imperialist power a_nd pres- | R B Whi h
® | ~ developing the Ascension Island tige. S I ' 4 N e way for ward
o B air base. = - The Tories owed their ‘Talk- l or ers o oag, : -
: y N Before the war, there was talk  lands Factor’ gains to the military « SR & B in the unions?
o - - - i * ~ of making the IFalklands. a base - victory — but also to the Labour l . a me o . -
e D | for a “So,u’{h %t,lan;uc T{beaty Or-  leadership’s performance, dither- l SOCIa|ISt =
S , i ansation’ to be set u agree-  ing be feeble pacifist- ges- | |
e Membership of Nat;pgal. CND” Ju g il ki by agree- ing betwoon feéb.‘.c_ pacifist ges- g VI aist
e Not so gloomy |Review -
e Youth CND (under 21). - - | e 1 Special issue on the
~® Send to CND, 11 Goodwin - . o A ruggeinthe -
® St, London N4. = TWO months ago CBI President Sir Campbell Fraser declared at a meet- . . z
® S ing of the National Lvonomic Development Council that a document on [ URI0ONS. also con-

Favan

tains articles on
workers’ politics
and national libera-
‘tion, and the Stalin- &f
ist state ‘unions’ ‘ >
70p (plus 16p p&p) from WSL, PO Box
135, London N1 ODD | o

- _— . .

the economy was ‘so gloomy that peoplc reading it would want to get the
first boat out of the country’. - |
Readers may have wondered why Sir Campbell IFraser himselt was not
already at the dockside, ticket in hand for the first available cruise liner.
The answer is that while the future looks bleak for most of us, he —
like most employers — is doing all right. As chairman of the board of
Dunlop Holdings, he insulatéd himself against the overall gloom by
raising his salary no less than 21% to £82,000. ‘ . |
In fact Sir Campbell and his board made their own contribution to
the gloom which thé NEDC report analysed: Dunlop last year lost £80
million, and made 12,000 workers redundant. - ~
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Diana Gash from Stratford

: reports:
"THE full force of Thames Valle

Police did not
peaceful

squash the four-da
blockade at

of which are on permanent alert,
and is due to take part in a NATO
exercise- within three days of the
blockade endrng |

The action was seen by its

organisers as a-public withdrawal
of consent for these preparatrons

for nuclear war.

- Most demonstrators consid-
ered the action a success, and
were satisfied with the dlsruptlon
the base and the
amount of news coverage
received. -

- Between police and protestors

- it was not exactly the ‘friendly
reported. Both srdes‘
the demo

relations’

remained non-violent although

the police were extra full of them-
apparently -

selves on occasions,
threatening people with arrest if
they refused to stop sitting on
MOD fe,nces.' ~

No doubt Thames Valley
police have been running their
own non-violence training work-
shops — it would be interesting to

~sce their role play-sessions. One of

the officers carrying out searches
on arrested demonstrators kept
up a nauseatingly sugary. patter
obviously designed to divert
attention from what he was

~doing.

Police conversation centred on
the cost to the ratepayers of all
this extra work

overtime they were getting in.
Relations were severely

-strained when many of those

arrcsted protested angrily about
having their photographs taken

.’wit'hout permission. Those who
didn’t realise this w

was illegal soon
did when they were shown a list
of their rights.

~ Many of us had been taken
by  surprise and were rphoto-

.graphed whilst being led into the

cmergency marquees set up. We
managed to shout to warn people

following on and those .who
hcard covered their faces before
cntering.

One woman who kept her face
covered with a scarf throughout

- all the questioning procedures had

to suffer a barrage of insulting
jokes from amused officers.

‘We were told that the photos
were instant and not up to stan-
dards required for record keeping,
could not be copied, and were
taken only to help them and us
gct through procedures as quickly

as possible.

- continues through

Upper:
‘Heyford USAF base last week.
The base houses 71 F 1-11s, some

~and - how
exhausted they were with all the

. ; N
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' The direet carnpaign' for unilateral nuclear disarmament
| the election period. Last week thousands
joined a blockade at Upper Heyford, despite hundreds of

arrests. Two women who were there report on the action.

> Apparently the photos did this
by matching an arresting officer
to a prisoner — of dubious assist-

ancg to a prisoner one might

think. It is vital that all those
arrested and illegally photo-

graphed make formal complamts
- to Thames Valley Police. |
- Many of the demonstrators-

were adamant about not paying
fines. They felt that the police, by
arresting so many people, had
effectively removed the fear of

arrest and had turned it into a.

natural extension of the demon-
stration. The coming months
could see many Heyford demon-
strators in prison.

One sad note — a number of
women attending a mixed block-

~ade for the first time decided
> never to do so again. They said

they were sick of being ordered
about by male demonstrators, and

BOTH the current massacre by unemployn‘nent of human hopes, dignity
~and living standards and the threatened massacre by nuclear weapons of

the city.

.that'the action had lacked the

feeling of gaiety and solidarity
they expeneneed on women-only
peace actions.

Leone Griggs from Hull writes:

We held a four day blockade
-in order to publicise the presence
“of nuclear armed American F
1-11 bomber planes at the base,

which is currently being expanded
to accommodate a new generation
of planes. The blockaders endured

~ torrential rain to sit down in front

of vehicles attempting to enter
the base. Over 2,000 people took

part in the blockade and over 750
‘were arrested.

Following this blockade, the

successful peace festival on May

Day and the women’s day of
action on May 24,
paigners in Hull will start holding

" silent peace vigils every Friday

evening from 5.00 pm to 6.00
pm in various shopping centres in
The first one was at
the Prospect shopping centre on

- June 3.

Peace vigils are already -"beln‘g
held on Friday’s between § and

6 pm in many other cities and

towns throughout Europe.

Jobs, bombs & proflts

human life itself, flow from the drive for profit.

- The rule of proflt shifts investment and trade to and fro across the
world, leaving ‘reserve armies of labour’ everywhere. And the capitalists
| consc:ously use mass unemployment as a means to strengthen their

control over employed workers.

| If production were carried out for human need, not proflt then the
very idea of Ieavmg jobless people who are ready and able to work would

be absurd.

The big capitalist powers have not armed themselves with nuclear
, In fact they use even their conventional
weapons not for self-defencde, but to try to defend and extend the world
domination which enables them to draw profits from the exploitation of

weapons for self-defence.

labour across the globe.

The British army has been at war — offrcaally or unofﬁclally - gvery
year since 1945, and always in the lnterests of Brltlsh rmperlalrsm over-
| seas.

The arms race is further aceelerated by the interests of the substantial
sectton of the capltalrst class that draws its richest profits from military

contracts.

Class struggle is the way to fight both against bombs and for jobs. The
capitalist class will be dlsarmed only by the working class taking political

power from them.

‘Convarsion of arms industries to socially useful production; expansion

of public services; work-sharing without loss of pay; nationalisation to

permit the establishment of workers’ planning of industry — these are the
measures to create useful new jobs, and only the labour movement can

fight for them.

36p including postage' |
from Socialist Organiser,
28, Middle Lane, London

‘N8 8PL. -

we flgt fr“

peace cam-_

May 1979,

March 1980, Len'Murray (on the Day of

Action): “I would never be party to

{ -attempts to smash up a democratically

elected government. If we did that, we '
would not know what to do wrth the
power we had got ”1!]

Sep tember

rumours
Plan).:
jobs

Election -
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1979, Moss
Evans, TGWU (on advance
of Edwardes’

“To cut 50,000 BL
| ‘would prompt a

bloody revolution.”

B 5 Febmary 1»9&2&, éAlrm Sap
A reﬁswd"‘Bde“e &YS&GﬁI

September 1980 TUC Congress: Standing ovation for
Callaghan’s speech, which calls for wage controls —
only 40 ml!nutes drscussron on Prior Act. Murray calls

o “‘come out of its political corner and face
‘the consequences for its own members of the govern- -
ment’s policies and join us {!] in getting the govern- |
ment to thmk again.” |

union):

| these jobs.”

| | WHO ever in their wrldest mghtmares v(ould have thought That—
} cher would have stood a chance? -

With three million on the dole and after four years of ruthless pursuit
of profit at the expense of the working class, polls shows that a majority

of voters are convmeed that the Tories if re-elected will not reduce unem-
ployment, are out of touch with and do not care about ordinary people

or people in need, will further attack the welfare state and will make the

'rich richer and the pPOOT poorer. A majority also opposes Tory policy on
‘nuclear weapons.

Yet among that majority there must be a substantral number who will

turn out to vote Tory. The main reason is the way they perceive the Lab- |

our leadership and the labour movement as a whole. |

It has been a witch-hunting election. Polls show a sharp

numbers who have been convinced by the Tory, Allrance and media
depiction of Labour as ‘extreme’. Plainly even many who will vote Lab-
our believe this; The campaign has been sabotaged by the right wing:

“Labour leader
Callaghan wishes Thatcher
“success’’, stressing that she will

need “a lot of support” and pro- .
mising that Labour MPs will offer

“no factitious opposition.”” At the
May NEC, he stresses that neither

% he nor the Labour Party would

support a union that took strike
action for political reasons against

the elected government. Callaghan

would condone no action which
tried to thwart the 1mplementa-,
tion of the Tory government $
policies.

July 1979, Moss Evans, TGWU
(opposmg ﬁght for cost of living
clauses in wage agreements):

“Inflation is a trap, a provocation,

a bait, a test, to see how our
industrial strength is doing.”

AR,
W August 1979 NUPE leaflet: In

every hospital and every local
council our members will fight
every inch of the way to defend
their jobs and pay packets and to

stop the pubhc services bemg cut |

——— .t p— ...,..._._,.,..._.'._

to shreds by the political vandals

~ in government.” Yet Alan Fisher

when faced with the occupation
to. defend St Benedicts Hospital
in South London attacked . . . the
pickets! As police and scabs
attacked trade unionists on the

“gates, Fisher condemned what he

called ““the use of force to prevent
patients being moved out of the
hospltal ” - |

IS Porting action behind the me:

Septem ber 1979 TUC Congress
voted to *press ahead with talks
with Tories, *uphold the “volun-
tary” restrictions on unions in the
Concordat; and throw out plans
for even a token campaign of
regional demonstratlons against
Tory polrcres -

September 1979, John Chalmers,
(Boilermakers) appealing for end

" to Robb Caledon struggle on jobs:

“I appeal to Dundee to lift restric-
tions on ‘the Polish ships or by

God we’ [British Shipbuilders! |
~are in very serious trouble.” -

Octo ber o 981 Callaghan urges
dissident Toriés, ‘Libérals md the 4
allmnce to oust 'I'hatcher." -

BL sell-out:

because “It is premature to take on the gon
James Boyd (AUEW): “I will have nothmg
any fight with the government.” -
Duffy and Foot differ on who should 2
for the BL sell-out. Duffy says he and oth
Secretaries met Edwardes*at his home —-
“One of the good effects of the deal is 1
"have a moderating effect on the wage rou
claims he and Stan Orme set up the sel
, _Edwardes at the House of Commons. "

| April 1 9381, Joe* Gormley, NUM.; “Sometimes:
better to talk to Tory Ministers than to TOny Ben

November 1979, Hector
Smith (Blastfurnacemen’s
“In BSC we are
still demanning. My union
Inow says to BSC ‘You

'show us where we are
overmanned on the blast |
furnaces or coke ovens and
we’ll negotiate phasing out

increase in the

October 1979, Albert Spanswi

-~ and. Engineering Unions {Confe

-on 14 men deciding on the jo
- further 500,000 in related ind
. Light Brrgade had-

- Valley " of Death. We are n
| _p.repared to

clm«mllﬁrtﬂ

Feot tar,

Murray explains he q

more and more see the Labo s
Labour as the party concerneg
previous governments mean
out its promises.
It is partly this jaded view |
impossible — under the impac
- many middle class voters to s
This has been compounded
clearly and consistently even :
alone for Labour’s conference:

t

But for many workers the
paign is only the culmination
of the trade unions — yet
leadership is of retreats, con
local and national level.

(COHSE):  “When  there
evidence that any health authg
ity is contemplating the closure
a hospital which is not in ti
interests of the public and whr
would adversely affect health ¢
in that area and our memb
jobs would be at risk, we will co
sider occupying that hospital
(This did not bring COHSE s

bership at St Benedicts). |
October 1979, leaders of t
Confederation of Shipbuildi

accept Michael Edwardes’ plan
sack 25,000 workers. and close -
plants, and campaign for it ov
the heads.of BL convénors.
Alex Ferry (Confed secretar
“You can’t imagine the press

of at least 165,000 in BL and

tries . . . the 600 troops of
ood leade
ship, but they ro into. t
confront—_ 't

—~
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W, 982 after 30p mefeue in NHS pay offer, NUMob Jom&
sy, ludlcxous and ridiculous déil. My orgmisation will bragnmst
ﬁe Royal ‘College of Nursmg aecept it we will 88 al D%

‘(ASC TT):
lyidestroy ; the- teade union: movelﬁ
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hdhy pmuetwoum be-ftoe m‘uch
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| [Tebbit‘sj dedaratlo aof w ti% £ -

veslling for défianice, stresses “‘we sré mvrting% e e
isTUC document: deelnes that *withdrawal U .
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o .3 T o A W, ¥ - % 4N | “sold . out through intervention of
LV RER e gl ’ General Secretaries who declare:

;m(l; ecll';g;: ¢ i . g ;.S | | E “Both parties acknowledge their
nd ol 1. ™ &# ¥ o unique responsibility for the
claims | | i i 3 e success and competitiveness  of -
aat it will | TEF o the sole ma]or British car manu-
ad.” Foot Y & A facturer.”
-out with £ § Immediately afterwards,
. Tories announce 6% pubhc sector
pay limit.
—
Spring 1981, Lee Jeans: sit-in
....... against closure. NUTGW take

1981 

: Party as dmded Though nearly half see
-about people in need, bitter memories of
at only a handful belreve Labour will carry

f the Labour leadership which has made it
| of hostile media coverage — to convince
rpport the party of the labour movement.
the refusal of the leadership to argue
E/r the Manifesto pOllCleS they drew up, let
olicies.

riserable and broken-backed electlon cam-
f the last four years. Labour is the party
ost workers’ recent experience of union
ssions and . betrayals by their officials at

. Edwardes Plan over the dead
S bodies of our members.”

~ Ron Todd (TGWU) on steel
£ closures. “The TGWU will not.
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1982

£

s stand a chance?

Instead of setting out to orgamse the workers’ movement to defend it-
self, mobilise the shop floor membership, build on the struggles that have
erupted and spell out a perspective of w1denmg struggles to defeat the
Thatcher government — and thus give alead to the forces outside the un-
ions themselves — union officials have for the most part offered empty
rhetoric, vacillation and downright sabotage. .

This long chain of sell-outs and defeats, especzally when it is decorat-

ed with blustering militant speeches, breeds a cynical detachment from
the official leadership and a polrtrcal demorallsatron which weakens the

labour movement. The weaker the labour movement, the less it can

attract support from the middle class — and the more confused voters
rally behind the Tories and the Alliance.

| ln the graph above and the brief chronology below we look at the
four year record of the union leadership that has done sQ much to lose
Labour the election. The record confrtms that the fight for a Labour gov-
ernment that really starts to.move against capitalism is inseparable from
the fight to win democracy and militant policies in the unions.

May 14 TUC ‘Day of Action’ —
tens of thousands strike despitc
TUC appeals for only lunchtime
“meetings. Fleet Street unions defy

Jan 1980, steel strike. Bill Sirs.
“The steel unions are engaged in
a political fight with the Tory
government. A general strike

- lorries
steelworkers picket lines as the
leadership dodged the issuing of

accept one redundancy or one

closure. We will demand to look
at BSC’s books. We will challenge
their whole notion of profitabil-
ity.” N |

(Three months later TGWU
werg routinely crossing

- clear instructions to  halt
. supplies). |
December 1979, Bill Sirs: “our

cooperation in the closure of
steelworks has apparently been
1r;rterpreted as a sign of weakness™
[

December 1979 TUC announces
plans to combat cuts and anti-
union laws: a demonstration on
March 9, and a ‘Day of Action’ on

May 14! A TUC spokesperson

explains that the delay is “to
allow the cuts to bite and give

‘union leaders time to assess the
'feehngs of the rank and flle”[']

would be a very frightening possi-
bility.” Sid Weighell ~(NUR):
“Trade union action' confined to
South Wales would not be enough
to stop BSC’s plans. It’s a 1926
situation.” ,_
Welsh general strike already
called for January 21 with NUM

support. TUC urges calling it off
injunctions

— take out court

~ against BSC instead!
T

February 1980, Moss Evans
appeals to Edwardes for “more
talks” to further delay outstand-

ing BL pay struggle during steel
strike.

1980,

March TGWU pledges

_official support to any struggle

against sacklngs on Merseyside —
but Dunlop’s Speke workforce is
led onto the dole queues by their
convenor, TGWU -national chair,
Stan Pemberton |

courts and halt the presses.

|!4

June 1980, John Baldwin (AUEW
construction section): ‘It would
not be disastrous if all the laggers
in construction came out on
strike. We would send our
members through the picket lines

~and they would do the laggers’

work wherever it became neces-
sary.”

August 1980, Len Murray to NW
- TUC:

“The . General
consulted

Council

recently affiliated

" unions and I must tell you thére is

little or no support for a repeat of
the Day of Action in the near
future.”

October 1980, Terry Duffy,
AUEW declares willingness to
“live with” the Prior Act, while
Frank Chapple (EETPU) urges

~ bosses to “use it properly.”

seven weeks to declare it official

September 1 981 British Airways
announce wage cuts, TGWU

‘national officer responds: “We are

getting very close to the situation

- where we will have no alternative
but to start fighting.”

January 1982: Duffy opposes
plans for limited action against
Tebbit’s Bill, calling for joint

“approach with employers! “We

feel that they have a Dbigger
influence in urging the govern-
ment. to change from a course
that will undoubtedly lead to
confrontation.”

April-May 1982, 'NHS pdy fight.

Alan Fisher *opposed to strike

action by nurses, *opposed to

action before agreed by TUC

Health Services committee, *in
favour of arbitration! TUC Health
Services Committee eventually
proposes . . . 2 hour strikes once
aweek! v

Summer 1982, NUR strike:

ASLEF instructs members to
report for duty and ‘make per-
sonal decisions’ on w_hether to

~ work with NUR scabs.

ASLEF strike: knifed by TUC.
Ray Buckton: “Throughout, Bri-

tish Rail’s actions have recelved-.

the full support of the govern-
ment. Now they have received
the support of the Finance and
General Purposes Committee of

the TUC. The public utterances

of the General Secretary of the
NUR have been contrary to every

principle of trade unionism. He
has, by his actions, assisted the

Bntrsh Rail Board at every stage.”

September 1982.
Evans
follow their betrayal of ASLEF
by insisting at TUC that they
would rather go to prison than
pay fines levied under the Tebbit
Bill. | -

Sapper and

October 1982, Tories announce
3% public sector pay limit.
Evans: “The Tories arc throwing
down the gauntlet and saying to

workers ‘Takc us on’.”
October 1982: As Spanswick

opposed to all-out NHS strike _

proposes petition campaign and
day of action on November 24

NUPE leader Bickerstaffe
announces: ‘“We want escalation.
~We willF reaffirm even more

strongly [!] on this occasion the
NUPE conference policy
May!] for an all-out strike with
accident and emergency cover.

Very many people are coming to

believe that is. the only way for-
ward.”

October 1982, Moss Evans: boasts
of 3-year pay contract signed with
Scottish and Newcastle Brewerles
Says he might favour “progres-
sive” incomes policy
Executive mnght kick my backside
for saying it.”

~

December 1982, 16 week DHSS

jobs strike in QOxford and Birming-

ham wound up. SCPS declare this
comes after ‘“‘initiatives by the
TUC and the

(TUC F&GP members)

m1sses CI ances

THE PEOPLE’s March for Jobs had a tremendous reception in

Brent on Thursday 2nd. There was a big labour movement turn-

out in Battersea Park on June 5 for the final rally. It could have
been like that all along the route. But it wasn’t.

The organisers always saw the most important thing as winning sup-
port from Liberals, SDPers, vicars and Tory wets. Everythmg else came

second to that. |
The marshals called the police to keep away labour movement sup-

| port marchers. The march should have been an opportunity for the

voice of the unemployed to be heard. Instead it was mostly a matter of

unemployed marchers hearing the voice of the marshals — especially
# Communist Party members — telling‘them to shut up. .

After five weeks, and with just three days to go, the marshals finally

conceded that “Tories out’ could be chanted. But:
* They didn’t reinstate marchers expelled for chantmg ‘Tones out

~ Among them is a TGWU full-time official.

- * Marcher Helen Johnston was attacked by chief security steward
John Ellis aind had her toe broken, and then faced stonewalling. It took

four days to get a hearing from the marshals Then they kept her attacker

as a steward and only removed him from security to other duties. Helen
ppealed to the National Organising Committee, which met on Friday

| June 3.and refused to uphold her appeal. Pleadmg ‘conflicting evidence’,
“all they did was remove Ellis from steward duties for one day.

The marshals’ line was: ‘Don’t make a fuss. Keep it-within the March’.

But at the weekend, when they alleged that they themselves had been

physically attacked, they immediately caMed in the police. -

* Halifax Trades Councrl has called for an inquiry into the case of
Helen Johnston.

* Merseyside Trades Councrls have called for an mqulry 1nto the case'
of the four marchers expelled for shouting ‘Tories out’.

* Leicester Trades Council and Hull People’s March committee have
demanded explanations on the case of the marcher expelled for being
nine weeks pregnant.

* Oxford People’s March committee has ca]led for an inquiry into the
incidents provoked by the marshals which led to Oxford support march-

ers being arrested in Towcester.
- At a march meeting on June 5 the marshals forced through a vote of

confidence in themselves. But many marchers and activists are angry.
They will be: .
— campaigning for an inquiry into the way the march has been Tun;
— carrying on the work of orgamsmg the unemployed after the March.

'I'ROOPS OI.IT
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intervention of
Opposition spokesmen 1n discus-
sions that reopened this week.”
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a.er t e
election

THIS election campaign has
been a test of how much La-
bour’s teft has achieved since
1979. And it has shown that
we have a very long way still
to go.

- More left wing policies

got into the manifesto than
at previous elections. And
more constituencies have
selected left-wingers as La-
bour candidates. |

But most of the left have

‘backed down more and more

- 11-12.30.

- Rd., Wallasey.

as the election approached.
Now Dennis Healey is a lead-
ing figure of Labour’s elec-

 SCOTLAND

Glasgow.
meetings contact paper

sellers or Stan Crooke, 114,

Dixon Avenue, Glas gZOW
G42. SO is sold at Maryhxll
dole (Tuesday mornings)
and Rutherglen shopping

arcade (Friday lunchtime).

Edinburgh. For details of
meetings ring Dave 229
4591. SO 'is sold at Muir-
house (Saturday 10.30-12)

and the First of May book-
-shop, Candlemaker Row.

* NORTH-WEST
Rochdale.

Monday of the month,
7.30pm Castle inn.
Manchester. SO is sold at
Grass Roots Books, Newton
St.; Piccadilly. Contact:

- 273 6654. B N

Stockport. Contact ¢/o 38,

" Broadhurst St. . Meetings
‘every - Sunday, :
‘phone 429 6359 for details.

7.30pm

SO is sold at' Stockport
market every Saturday,

Contact Colin
1, Wellington

Wirral.
Johnstone,

o~

" Michael

For details of

-~ Stoke.

- Meets second

- Durham.
. Community Co-op,

tion campaign, openly flout- -

ing manifesto policies, as

dithers — and there is no one

prominent, at national level,.
| challenging’ them and speak-

mg up for conference poli-
cies.

Somallst Organiser was

started as part of an effort to
~ organise the left to campaign

publicly for its own policies
within the Labour effort at
the 1979 election. In 1980
we took the initiative to
form the Rank and File Mo-
bilising Committee,

here to fin

Contact 733

Liverpool.

- 6663 for details of meet-

ings. SO is sold at Progres-
sive Books, Berry St., and
at- News from Nowhere,
Whitechapel.

Hyndburn. Contact Acc-

rington 395753. Meetings |

weekly — see SO sellers
for details. SO is sold at -
Broadway, Accrington,

Saturdays 11.30to lpm.

Contact’ Paul Barn-
ett, 151, Broadway Maeir,
Stoke-on-Trent (328 198).

* YORKSHIRE AND
NORTH-EAST
Huddersfield.

Alan Brooke, 59 Magdale,

Honley, Huddersfield
HD7 2LX.

SO is sold at the
New
6.30pm

Bar,
Contact

Elvet. Meetings
Tuesday, Student
Dunelm House.
John, 43004.

Leeds. Contact Garth
Frankland 623322. SO is

sold at Books and Corner

Books, Woodhouse Lane.

Bradford. Contact B
| Turner,

636994, SO is
sold at the Starry Plough

| bookshop

“'Become a supporter of the.Socialist
Organiser Alliance — groups are estab-

lished in most large towns.

It costs

£1.50 a month (20p -- unwaged) to

be a supporter.

I’ want to become a Socialist Organiser
supporter/want more information.

Send to Socialist Organiser, 28 Mlddle

Lane London N8 8PL.

SIHYVH NHO/‘..

-Foot fudges and

the

“Wicker.
" Boots,

- the

-at Tower Books,

Contact | Bridge.

umted front of the Labour

left which fought for  the
democratic reforms. This
year we -were involved in
efforts to mount a ‘Socialists

for a Labour Victory' cam-

paign for the election.

We fought consistently
for this to be a rank and file
campaign, rather than just
one tied to national level
‘celebrities’:: experience has

shown that only such a rank

and file campaign could have
stood its ground and waged a

real fight against the .right

wing sabotage.

Sheffield.  Meets every

- other Wednesday, 7.30pm,

at the Brown Cow, The
Fargate
12-1) and the Independent
Bookshop,
Contact Rob, 589307.

Hull. Meets every Wed-
nesday, 8pm: detalls from
SO sellers. Childcare
available. SO is sold at
"Prospect Centre
(Saturday 11-12). |

Contact 52156.

- Halifax.
SO is sold at Halifax
Wholefood, Gibbet St., and

Hebden

York. Centact 796027. SO
'1s sold at Coney St. on

Saturday mornings, at the

Community - Bookshop,

outside the .dole office

most mornings, and at the
- University on  Friday
- mornings.

* WALES

Cardiff. Contact 492988.
* MIDLANDS

Birmingham. Meets. alter-

nate Fridays, 7.30pm, the |
Hen and Chickens, Consti-

- be linked to a fight to trans-

‘groups,

Socialist Organiser

SO is sold outside -
{Saturday

Glossop Rd.

‘We have been active in
the trade unions as much as
-in the Labour Party. Last
- year, for example, we initia-
ted ‘Health Workers for the
Full Claim’, which produced
builetins and rallied militants
during the NHS pay dispute.
-~ We have played a leading
‘role in the Leyland Action
Committee and in struggles
" in BL.

After the election, what-
ever the results, theleft will
need to regroup and recon-

-sider -tactics. Socialist Or-
ganiser will be arguing that a
“stronger organised Marxist
left is irreplaceabie for the.
- coming struggles.

Quota

Any trade unionist or La-
bour Party member can be-
come a - Socialist Organiser

Throughout we have
argued that the struggle for
Labour democracy needs to

form the trade unions, and
to the direct class struggle.
We have eftablished a net- -
work of Socialist Organiser
linked in the Social-
ist Organiser Alliance, with
the aim of creating a cohes-
ive Marxist left wing capable
of holding the line for prin-
cipled policies and integra-
ting different fronts -of
struggle into a strategy for
socialism,

sell a quota of papers each
‘week {usually six), and to
make a regular contrnbutlon
{(minimum £1.50 per month,
or 20p unwaged). Pollcy
decasuons are taken -demo-

- meetings " of representatives
from local groups.

If you want to become a
suppor.ter, or want more in-
formation, fill i the form
below and send it in.

tution Hill. Next meeting: | Coventry. -Contact Keith
| Tuesday 21: ~ ‘Marek | White, 75623. SO is sold at
Ga.rzteckl (from Solidarnosc | the Wedge Co-op, High
Trade Union Working | St. Meets on first and last
Group) on the present | Thursday of the month
condition of Solidarnosc. { 7.30 at the ‘Queer’
Phone 471 1448 for venue. .| Primrose Hill $t., H.
SO is sold at the Other | fields. |
Bookshop, Digbeth High Leicester. Contact +
Street. | - 857908. SO is sold at Black
thorne Books, High St.

~ supporter by undertaking to

Glasgow.
~Block . 40,

re, Gorbals
cratically by regular delegate |

- hospitals,

Where we stand

1 * Orzanise the left to beat back the Tones attacks! No to

attacks on union rights; defend the picket-line: no state

interference in our unions! No to any wage curbs. Labour

must support all struggles for better living standards and

conditions.

* Wage rises should at the very least keep up with price

increases. For a price index calculated by wozrking class

organisations, as the basis for clauses in all wage agreements

to provide automatic monthly rises in line with the true cost

of living for the working class. The same mﬂation-proofmg

should apply to state benefits, grants and pensions, '

* Fight for improvements in the social services, and against

cuts. Protection for those services against mﬂation by auto- -
matic inflation-proofing of expenditure. For occupatlons and

supporting strike action to defend jobs and services.

* End unemployment. Cut hours, not jobs. Fight for a 35
hour week and an end to overtime. Demand work-sharing

without loss of pay. Organise the unemployed — campaign

for a programme of useful public works to create new )obs‘
for the unemployed. 2

* Defend all jobs! Open the books of those firms that threat-

en closure or redundancies, along with those of their suppl-

iers and bankers, to elected trade union committees. For

occupation and blacking action to halt the closures. For

nationalisation without compensation wunder workers’

management. |

* Make the bosses pay, not the working cl'ass._Millions for

not a penny for ‘defence’’ Nationalise the banks

and financial in:titutions, without compensation. End the

interest burden on councﬂ housing and other public services.

* Freeze rents and rates. .

* Scrap all immigration controls. Race. is not a problem:

racism is. The labour movement must mobilise to drive the
fascists off the streets. Purge racists from positions in the

labour movement. Orgamse full support for black self-
defence. Build workers’ defence squads.
* The capitalist police are an enemy for the workmg class.

. Support all demands to weaken them as a bosses’ striking

force: dissolution of special squads (SPG, Special Branch,
MI5, etc.), public accountability, etc.

*Free abortion on demand. Women’s equal nght to work and -
full equality for women. Defend and extend free state
nursery and childcare provision.

* Against atts -ks on gays by the state: abohs.h all laws whxch 1
{ discriminate against lesbians and gay men; for the right of. the;
| gay community to organise and affirm their stand paiblicly... |

~ * The Irish people — as a whole . — should have the right- to*-..é
determine their own future. Get the British troops out now!
Repeal the Prevention of Terrorism Act. Political, status for
- | Irish Republican prisoners as a matter of urgency.
* The black working people of South Africa should get full {
support from the British labour movement for their strikes,

struggles and armed combat against the white supremadist
regnne South African goods and services should be blacked.
¥ It is essential to achieve the full=st democracy in the labour

-movement Automatic reselection of MPs during each parlia-

ment and the election by annual conference of party leaders.
Annual election of all trade union officials, who should be
paid the average for the trade.

* The chaos, waste, human suffering and mrsery of caprtahsm
‘NOwW — in Bntam and throughout the world — show the
urgent need to establish rational, democra@nc human control
over the economy, to make the decisive sectors of industry
social property, under workers’ control. The strength of the
labour movement lies in the rank and file. Our perspective
must be working class action to raze the capitalist system

-~ down to its foundations, and to put a working class socialist

alternative in its place — rather than having our represent—

atives run the system and wmtmg for crumbs from the tables

of the bankers and the bosses.
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GETTING organised means joining together with

- those who have been active in the election campaign,

and doubling our forces for the fight ahead. |
Many groups are planning ‘After the election,
where next?’ meetings." Here are the details of the'
meetings that are definite. If your area isn’t mention-
ed, phone the contact number of your group, or see

Socialist Organiser sellers

‘Basingstoke. June 15, 7.30,

Chute House, Church St.

Birmingham. June 17.
Phone 471 1448 for venue.

Coventry. June 17, Binley

Oak, Paynes Lane

7.30: Speaker — John Blox- -

am — and discussion. S9pm
wholefood buffet. 9. 30-12
disco. Tickets £1.25 (60p

unwaged). Food free Full |

bar extensron

Durliam. June 16 Phone
John, 43004, for venue.

Club Room, bottom of
irling Sauld

Place, opp. Citizens Theat-

tube: Bndge St.
Hull June 15, 8pm, Blue

Bell, Marketplace Speaker '_
| Alan Thornett

+
. . . . .
.
.
. - .
-

Noﬁharhpton .
713606. |

 Nottingham. SO is sold

outside the Victoria Centre
(Saturday 11 -1) and at the

Mushroom- Bookshop,
Heathcote St. Contact:
Pete  Radclif 585640.
Next meeting: June 16,

" 30pm, on Gay Rights
~ith speaker from Labour

smpaign for ‘Gay Rights. |

ontact above
)y venue.

* SOUTH

Oxford. SO is sold at the
Cornmarket (Saturday 11-1)
and outside Tesco, Cowley

Rd., Friday 5-7. |
EOA Books Cowley Rd.

_tel no.

Meets every.
other Friday, 7.30, at
Chute House. Next meet-
ing June 17.

. LONDON

North -West Londen. Read-
ers’ meeting first Sunday of
Phone Mick,
624 1931, for details. SO is
sold at Kilburn Books.

~ Hackney.. Contact Andrew

Hornung, 28, Carlton Man-
sions, Holmleigh Rd.,

- Contact 802
Meets

Haringey.
0771 or 348 5941.

Rates £5 for _
three months,
£8.75 for six

months, and

£16 for a year.|
Bundle of 5
eaci week:
£12for3
months. [
‘Bundle of 1_'

£21for3 [ o
‘months.

l enclose £

London N8 SPL.

June 16, 7.30; |

St. Nearest

- Contact

- tails see SO sellers.

Also .at .

. :
------------

.
----------------------

To: : Socialist Organiser,

Sub: crlb

: -

| Leeds. Julyl 7.30, Chapel-

town Commumty Centre

Speakers: Cllrs' Garth
Frankland (Leeds) ' and
Barry Turner (Bradford)

‘Liverpool. June 15, 7.30,

Pig and Whistle, / Covent ‘.
Garden, Liverpool.

Manchester. June 23, 7. 30

The Millstone, Church St,
Manchester. -

Sheffield . June 19. Phone_
589307 for venue.

LONDON" ~

Hounslow. June 19, 8pm
phone 898 6961 for venue.

Speaker John Bloxam.

Lambeth /Southwark. June
22, 8.30, Lansbury House,

41 Camberwell Grove SES5.

South East London. June
14, 8pm, Lee Centre, off
Lee High Rd, SE12 :

every  other Thurs’day, ~.
7.30, Trade Union Centre
Brabant Rd.

Hounslow-. ‘Meets alternate -
Sunday evenings: for de-
SO is
sold outside All Saints
Church, Hounslow High
St. Saturday 1030-12.
I~hington. Nik,

Con'tact
2 7» 1541 o

.‘ Southwark /Lambeth. Mee;

tirgs ~ver . other Wednes-

| dav at Larsvury House, 41,

Camberweti Grove, London\
SE5.  Business meeting
7.30pm, Open Forum
discussion 8.30pm.
Next Marxist educatlon-
al: ‘Imperialisn,: — how the
bosses divided the world’.
Sunday June 12. For.
details ring Ian 670 3279.

Meets
Fridays,
Contact.

Tower Hamlets.
fortnightly on

6.30-8.30pm.
37 71328 for details.

'SO is sold at the followm

London Bookshops: Col-

lets, Central Books, The

Other Bookshop, Book-
marks, Bookplace [Peck-
ham Rd SE 15}, Kilburn

Books, and Reading Mat-
ters [Wood Green Shoppm g
Centre].
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Labour is identified as

the party of women’s
rights. Yet the official

campaign has been
thoroughly in the tradi-
tional male-dominated
“mould. Gerry Byme
reports

ACTIONS, they say, speak
louder than words. And

images have a way of lmger- |

ing in the mind, replacing

—

uncharacteristically attired in
hair--

kittenish bows and fluffy
do, prattling on on TV about
buymg ‘“Michael’s suits’’.

Once upon a time Michael
Foot was ‘‘Jill Craigie’s hus-
band’’, and she was a person to
be reckoned with. . Surely she
deserves better, ' as the only

woman Labour sees fit td” set
\than this

upon interviewers,

Socialist Organiser no.135 Special Issue June 6 1983 _P_,age’

Thatcher s no sister! But why hasn’t Labour made any women.

prominent in its campazgn ?

mg. '95% of Labour replies (a
one lone Tory) were in suppc
of the Greenham Common wor
en. Would you have guessed
from May 24 when they had tl
opportunity to put these vies
into action? .At the very lea
they could have issued a fe
press statements, if they coul
n’t think of any more imagin
tive way of showing the

. L . support.
§ more sober conmderat(llons ) .tnv‘;,ags holrﬁ.eh&eessﬁm docroe of No wonder the Tories ha
especm]ly n - peroas o made all the ing on ‘d

heightened suspicion, when

~ you watch eagle-eyéd for the

tell-tale gesture, the give-away

body language that belies the
- overt message.

- One of the more ironic images
of this election is of Margaret
Thatcher in hard hat and white
coat reversing a new hi

ied fondling sileage. Neither
quite squares with her professed
return to Victorian values. What
nice middle-class Victorian lady
would have been seen dead

sullying her person by being
- caught inside a factory,? |
No-one of sound mind cans

doubt that Margare
stands in the same relation to

high-tech
forklift truck, or briskly be-well- -

t Thatcher

the new Gang of Four at Labour
Party HQ after their coup? Do
they perhaps figure that the
country has had enough of
upplty women and the cosy

approach will win them hearts

and minds? -

Something very peculiar

comes over the Labour Party at

election times. It’s not just the
predictable, - if -
retreats on pohcy 'The Party

~ seems to be gripped by those.

 Thatcherian  ‘Victorian

.values’ it professes to despise.
- Women should be seen and not
heard, and preferably not seen.
- How many Labour spokes- -
women have you seen on elec- -

tion broadcasts, TV debates,
etc? The Tories have the Blue
Peril, the Alliance ‘Shirley’, but

depressing,

SIHHVH NHOI‘

Over the decades women have become a bigger and bzgger proportzon of Labour yoters

has been a steady trend away
from women’s traditional ‘con-

gervatism’ for many decades,

accompanying greater freedom

and independence, the right to

In a survey by ‘Honey maga-
zine, 83% of Labour MPs who
replied were in favour of free
chlldcare to enable women to
work outside the home. 86% of

v.;.;-_;?r_'.;l;'.;":‘d

But instead of playing up the
positive policies in the manifesto
— childcare provision, making
nursery edypation available for

- all, ending discrimination in tax-

fence’ when Labour is too feeb
even to argue a case they’
apparently 95% convinced of.
In the survey, Labour can
out very creditably, with on
- the odd neanderthal lapse. (F
example, Andy McMahon «
sexual harassment: It is u
fortunate that certain females |
enjoy this. I can see no acti
that will prevent the pinchi
- and groping that females of |
ages accept and enjoy, ‘ev
boast about’’. He’s also in fa
* our of castration for rapists!)
Most of the Labour replies a
consxdered surpnsmgly rad:cz
and give some hope that tl
message has got through B
the survey was commission
- well before the actual announc

| SEEAS NS RSt . e all we wet is a succession of waged work, etc. It has now per-  Tories opposed it. Shouldn’t we  ation, positive action to attack  mentofan election!

| {fv:x?d?i lsnorr:g;tstoa;o the entire Sudgy nﬁcel o o haps reached the point where  be making something of this? job segregation and low pay — Come election time, it seer
| tecture. Yet she appeared' Labour is squandering one of men are statistlcally the ‘con- If for no other consideration, - all the }81181188'9 and imagery of - the pmcl;ers and gro gropers’ ma
’ supremely unbothered that her its few electoral assets. Unilater- servatives’. you would think they’d see votes  Labour’s election propaganda g::to runping. Iltf Xlttuilabeth: gre
. . ric irony

With good reason, for women . 4

in it. There are a million single

tries to conjure up a cosy vision -

| ministe al nuclear” disarmmament has , .
. xg&nm”cﬁﬁzmm t; . greater support among women, have, now especially, precious parents in this country, and ofthe family where dad goesout ~ cher gets in because Labour h
}' her proclaimed views on and women are now, according little to gain from the status quo.  millions of other women work to work and mum stays home  insulted and ignored its po
| women’s place. to some estimates, more likely And, hke it or not, Labour is  outside the home. Many are sole minding the kids. - tial women voters. ’\ilnsten
o Compare this to Jill Craigie, to vote Labour than men. There 1dentiﬁed with women's rrg’hts. - breadwinners. o ; - In the same survey, a stagger-  Women For a Change’’. Huh!
| 'f
How they measure up on key zssues
| 1 |
1 LABOUR | CONSERVATIVE ALLIANCE
 Jobs Programme of expansion stimulated by in-  Continuation of existi ohcnes mcludmg ‘Limited public spending boost. Extensio
- creased pubhc spending. Import controls ‘if  control of public spendmg, ensuring Wages YTS to all 16 and 17 year olds. £80 per
" necessary’. A Natlonal Investment Bankand  Councils do not set “‘unrealistic rates’, more supsidy for private employers taking on
‘ new powers over companies. Nationalisations privatisation. extra long tetm unemployed.
in electronics, drugs, health equipment and e
building materials, £ 25 per week student/ . e
trainee grant from age 16.
Bombs = Cancel Trident. No Cruise. ‘Removal of all Deploy Cnuse by end of 1983 if USSR does Cancel Trident. Decision on Cruise depe
’ all nuclear bases and weapons’, ‘in the lifetime not remove SS20s. Buy Tndent. Support on progress in arms negotiations which
= _.of the next parliament’. Support NATO. . NATO. should include Polaris. Support NATO.
ﬂ Unions Repeal Tory laws. New anti-union laws to cover strike ballots, = New anti-union laws to cover strike ballc
restrictions in essential services, pohtlcal levy,' compulsory arbitration in essential servig
| | | internal union elections. Mtlcal levy, internal union elections.
’ EEC Withdrawal from EEC ‘to be completed well  Maintain Britain’s membership of EECand . ‘Wholly committed to continuing UK m¢
within the lifetime of the parhament . " try to shift EEC spending from agriculture.  bership of the European Community’.
Wages National economic assessment to ‘cover. " ‘Continue to resist unreasonable pay clanns Statutory mcoﬁlos pohcy
allocation of resources and distribution of in the public sector .
income’. No ‘return to the old policies of |
g . | - government-imposed wage restraint’ ‘Discuss- |
" . - | ions with TUC’ on legal minimum wage. : |
| ' anatlsanon. ‘Renationalisation at compensation ‘no Aim to pnvatlse British Telecom Rolls Royce, No renationalisation of British Aerospac
- more than when assets were denationalised’.  British Airways, chunks of Bntlsfl Steel, British Telecom and-British Airways not
| Reverse privatisation of local authority serv- British Shipbuilders, BL, as many an'ports as  be sold off. Maintain Tory ‘right to buy
ices. ‘End enforced council house sales... ~  possible, and British Gas offshore oil inter-  decrees on council houses.
unmedlately increase by half the total housmg ests. Encourage private health care and privat-

isation of services. Further push oouncﬂ house

sales.
No mention. ‘Basic foundatlon of ¢
owmng democracy is ‘famﬂy home .

investment. progammos . Freeze council rents
for a year.

- | Women’s rights. Expand nursery education and childcare
provision. ‘Remove barriers to right of choice’
for women on abortion. Sttengthen equahty

property- No speclﬁc mention. General commntme

to sex and race equality’.

laws. - | .

Ireland United Ireland by consent, no Unionist veto, ‘Highest prio’rity to upholding law and order’. ‘Support ﬂle present Northun Ireland
repeal Prevention of Terrorism Act — but ‘in ~ | Assembly... move towards a return to de
the meantime continue with direct ruie’. - ved power in place of direct rule’.

Police Independent complaints procedure, scrap Remtroduce Police Bill expand pohce force Independent mvestngatlon of complaints,

: Police Bill, scrap SPGs, elected police author- and prisons. strengthen community element on polic

- ities including for London. | | o authorities’; for London, committee of

l Black rights. Repeal Nationality Act and Immigration ‘Maintain effective immigration control’. ‘We believe the Natlonahty Act to be off

| Acts Introduce ‘law that does not | ' | ive... Immigration controls will be applie

| ‘discnmmate . | | without discrimination on grounds of se:
i - - - - race and colour’.
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WELTllEfnndreecbthetl 000tnrgetinJune?The meriastill

in the balance.
Iheﬁonrdayccheeourhstfundcolnmnhnvebmnghtnsm and

‘news that Islington are planning a jumble sale.
Onrtotnleofario Withab eﬂortfromallonrsnpport-
nweecnrenchilOOObyJuneam

i There’s still time to organise an after-the-election cocinl or organ-

ise a raffle, getting people to predict your local result, orthe number
of Labour MP- there’ll be in the next Parliament, or how few votes
the RCP will get this time.
Andlfyoanodn‘BstOrmisergronphoneofthemyboldins
an ‘Afier the election, where next?’ meeting, uhow your support by
having a collection for the fund. |
- Thanks this week to Steve Battlemuch. in Nottingham (£10) and
to Coventry supporters Matthew Jones, £5; Jean Lane, £5; Nick Law-
rence, £1; JnlhRedmcncndKeithWhite 5.
2s%end donctiona to: The 'l‘reasurer, 214 Sickert Court London N1
----------—---—-------
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- THEMOST important pheetocnmpaign for aLabonr vote is in tbe
 workplaces, vhmhbommpportemcmbeatbeorgmioednotonly
 t0 vote but to become an active political force.

. Some Labour Party workplace branches have already been set up
since last year's Labour conference made them constitutional. Lnst
weekwere rtedonthecmpugningwrkdonein&mmellwrda
 ahipyard, Merseyside, and among Haringey council workers.
| AttbeBLCowleyAmmblyplmt,nhopstewardchcvehelped
 let the factory and organise a factory gate meeting. Labour candidates
rhave spoken at wo meetings in many hospitals, including the
Heath hospital, Cardiff; Middlewood hocpitll Shefﬂeld Buingstoke
 district hospital; cndtbe Brook hospital, South-East landon (where
| NUPE general ' Rodney Bickerstaff joined Labour candidate
Audrey Wise).
i These meetings

 listen, buttochollengeand question

on the issues. After

| Party workplace branches,

1

‘Mg&ch FBU,

'One group of workers without
fond memories of the last Labour
igovernment are the firemen.
iSome FBU activists reacted to the
nine week ~strike against the
Sabour government in 1977 by
joining the Labour Party, deter-
mined to change it so that a

Labour government could not do
the same thing again.

with a “plague on both your
houses’ view and are toying With
the SDP. When it is pointed out
to them that the leadership of
the SDP were the fiercest oppon-

—_

leaf-

I .

o agree.

have given workers an opportunity not justto \'
Jtme9the bmnetbetoputtbi-inpntonarenlubuh withhbonr

Other firemen. have reacted

Labour Movement Campaign

WEEKEND SCHOOL
June 18- 19; 11am County HaII |

Speakers. Avishai Erlich (The
Zionist State); Moshe. Mach-
over (Labour Zionism); Nira
Yuval-Davis
- Women); Uri Davis, Palestinian
and Lebanese speakers: speak-
ers from the Labour Move-
ment Campaign for Palestine,
Palestine
Women for Palestine.
Sunday: Speakers School.

Contact LMCP «c/o 28 Carliton
Mansions, Holmleigh Road,

- London N16
_—---“-----------------l
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ents of the firemen in the last» ~West

Labour govemment,\ they have

When Jack Taylor,

‘candidate for Selly Oak, was

. taken ~Bao
- Station, one Labour supporter

to Bournbrook Fire
complained that the Party -was

too left wing. But he also praised

the previous Labour MP for Selly

Oak the late Tom Litterick, for
up for the. ﬁremen
against Callaghan and Merlyn
Reesin 1977.

This = contradictory sort -of

view . is shared by many m the
"FBU.

Some f{iremen are very hostile
to Labour’s defence policy and

the CND supporters within the"

FBU face a long battle to win the
‘argument on nuc]ear ‘weapons.

Carla J axmson, Basmgstoke
Labour Party.

Basingstoke is one of the few con-
stituencies where. Labour has

actually gained from boundary
changes. The immediate effect
was that David Mitchell, the
sitting Tory MP for 19 years,
packed his bags and left for
North

for Palestine -

London SE1

(Zionism  and

Solidarity and ‘

remcsent the views of the SOA.

Labour [ .
. Basingstoke has a particularly

. . -

'The Tories have two Harrow
schoolmasters = standing in their
Hampshire North con-stituencies.

delicate flower who has refused

every public debate during the
' campalgn

However, the local paper

unashamedly Tory — has made up

" for this by printing, on his behalf,

all the things he would have said

- if he wasn’t too busy campaign-

ing.

candidate Labour has ever stood
in Basingstoke. Support from the

and his three
bulging-suited Special Branch

82.

The Special Branch panicked
‘when they lost Rees during a
walkabout, and James McAllister
had to rescue him from questions
he couldn’t answer.

The SDP — standing the form-
er MP for Caerphilly, Hudson-
Davies — seem content to run a

red scare campaign and are tout- -

ing ~round a copy of Socialist
Worker containing a letter from
Alasdair Jamison;CLP chair and a

supporter of Socialist Organiser.

James McAIllster 1S the best"l'

 Labour Party nationally, though, -
has done him no favours. We got
~Merlyn Rees

minders and Bill Keys of SOGAT

This paper has been waved-'

around at every public meeting

with the sole effect of producing —
greater applause for both James

McAllister and Alasdair Jamison
every time it appears.

Basingstoke, though part of
the afﬂuent South has a big
Labour vote on council estates
— demonstration that class rather
than region dictates people’s
voting patterns. The black vote —
2% of the populatlon — is solidly
Labour.

Stephen Corblshley, CPSA British
le branch. .

Our branch has’ put out a news-
letter arguing why union members
should vote Labour, and there is a
workplace meeting at dinnertime
on June 8 sponsored by officials
of most of the union branches
(CPSA, SCPS and CSU) in the
British Library and the British
Muscum. Reg Race, former MP
for Wood Green, and a CPSA

National ercut_lve member are

billed to speak.

Out of this meetmg we hope
to be able to launch a Labour
Party workplace branch.

Pnnted by East Fnd Offset Ltd., London T2
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Teachers’ Ieaﬂet

Tony Gard, Socialist Teachers’

Alliance.
The STA has done a national

-1 teaflet, “‘Why teachers should vote
Labour’. We've printed 5,000, and

. fan STA member who is a Labour

candidate in a safe Tory seat has

| dlstnbuted in union branch meet-

ings. Many NUT branches have § .'

held meetings on the election:

they have to invite all the candi- |

dates but usually the Tories don’t

turn up.

In Hull the leaflets have been 1

put- them on his election dijstributed  throughout the

expenses. - | | schools. B
Mostly the leaflets have been

This election is a watershed. Tones threaten more nuclear

weapons, more unemployment. They will cut or privatise

| that moves in the public sector. They will continue to attack the trade -

" } must throw its weight behind Labour. That goes for the NUT, too. Up

their jo

Beccuse Labour will sto the new growth of eelechon and privilege
in education. It will make nursery schooling a right.

| ‘Famxly

union and democranc rights of tbose who op

oppose them.

The Tories intend to create a climate bitterly hostile to the nghte
‘and values that have been established through the Labour Move-
ment’s influence. We arenot just electing a government — we are

life.

| also decxdmg the entire pattern of the eountry ] pohhcal and socml

In this situation every trade union and campmpéing organmt:on

until now the NUT has seen itself as ‘non lmcal Thmattatudewno
| longer a realistic one. If:twantstodefendeducetmnand protectits

auﬁglf:qual opportunity then thé Union must oppose

the 'l‘onee

we do what the NUT should have done: set out some reasons | -
| why teachers should vote Labour.

Because & Labour victory would ehatter the

pauem of the last four

years. It would mean a government elected by those who want jobs
- and peace. A Labour victory would enoourage thoee who have been
‘battered into passivity by the Tories to again take action to defend

ybs and rights.

ection within schools. It will wn.hdraw charitable status from the
public schools. It will stop subsxdising them through the aemsted

places scheme.
- Because Labour will ull out of the new bmld-u  of nuclear weap-
‘| ons. It will move towards gettmg rid of all existing nuclear baaes and

weapons

Bec&nsel.abourwﬁlre

peal the meesurestcken

and black people. It will get rid of Tebbit’s laws agamst trade union
solidarity and repeal the Nationality Act.
Because a Labour victory will halt the work of Mrs Thatcher’s

Policy Group I wnll stop the moves to recreate Victorian

family ‘values’ and to push women back into their homes.
- A Labour government will not deliver all we want. Labour is not
intending to alter fundsmentally the present balance of wealth and

power. lts unilateralism is not clear cut. It will be reluctant to
‘those who take action to defend their jobs and Living standards. But a

Labour victory will restore the s
educational system,

| spirit of those whom the Tories have.
-| attacked. & mll bea framework for our fight for a properly funded

responsible to the needs

ofthemajontyof

‘students — not to the few who benefit from selection.
Teachers should vote Labour — and be ont cmpdning ﬁor .

B

i

Labour victory
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CAMPAIGNS in workplaees for a Labour vote can be used to

T

e,

B30 S
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o

launch Labour Party workplace branches
That way, workers can be mobilised not just to vote but
Iso to take up a fight within the Labour Party to call their

their interests.

lrepresentatwes to account and for policles correspondmg to.

" You need ten members to start a branch in any workplace
The definition of ‘workplace’ is left open in the rules: separ-
ate branches can be established in separate sections of a large

factory or office complex.

The Labour Party membership of workplace recrmu has to
'be processed through their ward branches. But the workplace
branch can send one delegate to the Labour Party GC in each

eonstltuency where it has at least ten members lwmg.
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