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DESPITE inflation, the price of betrayal is getting speedily
cheaper. It cost the Romans 30 pieces of silver to buy out
Judas Iscariot; it has cost the Tories a mere 30 pence to
throw the leaderships of the health unions into dangerous-
ly derailing the 7 month pay battle of their 700,000
members. | |

The 30 pence is the weekly amount of the ¥2 % ‘increase’
in the government’s latest pay offer to nurses — next year!
The total package would amount to a further brutal cut in
real wages, imposed over a 2-year period up to April 1984.

As we go to press the offer has been made only to nurs-
es, in the expectation that the anti-union Royal College of
Nursing will accept it, splitting the ranks of health workers
and creating conditions to defeat the struggle for a 12%
increase on this year’s review.

But many NHS union leaders — in particular Albert
Spanswick, general secretary of COHSE and head of the
TUC Health Services Committee — would have grasped at
almost any excuse to end the dispute before the decision
was taken on calls for an all-out indefinite strike.

Indeed, as soon as the November 8 transport strike and
one-day health strike was called off late on Friday night, it
was obvious that Spanswick had not the slightest idea of
what the ‘new’ offer might be.

The one idea firmly rooted in his mind was that the
struggle had to be undermined if it were not to escalate
into an all-out confrontation with the Tory government —
a spectre which the TUC leadership as a whole has consist-
ently sought to exorcise from the class struggle.

Spanswick’s TUC colleagues in the transport unions had
already done their best to undermine the tide of solidarity
with the health workers by deliberately organising a de-
moralising fiasco in place of the promised one-day trans-
port strike for November 8. The men who knifed ASLEF
have now got their eyes set on the health workers.

The results were predictable. Fowler’s contemptuous
12 % increase in next year’s offer was greeted not with the
required immediate rejection by the unions, but with a
whingeing appeal for a mere 2% more next year by
CoHSE representative David Williams, and an agreement
by the unions to put the sell-out package to their members.
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Spanswick gets militant — against calls for all-out action! the

FOR 30p?
| i

NUPE officer Bob Jones succeeded in facing both ways
on the issue: ‘‘It is a lousy, ludicrous and ridiculous deal’’,
he announced, only to add in the next breath: ‘“My organi-
sation will be against it. But if the Royal College of Nursing
accept we will go along with it’’.

Jones seems to forget that NUPE members have opted
to join a union, not to be dictated to by a reactionary pro-
fessional body like the RCN, which has consistently block-
ed the pay struggle. .

Worse still, the Tory initiative in making its offer only to
the nurses has sent the union leaders down the blind alley
of demanding simply an equal (equally bad!) percentage
offer for non-nursing staff. ,

Formally, the process of consultation on the TUC
Health Service Committee call for all-out strike action is
still proceeding as normal in the health unions. The
CoHSE special conference is still fixed, and NUPE leader
Rodney Bickerstaffe has re-stated the union’s support for
an all-out strike to win the 12% claim.

But the latest evidence of the spinelessness and gullibil-
ity of their leaders will do nothing to strengthen the resolve
of the membership. And with the nursing pay talks set to
reconvene in mid-December, the outward impression of an
impending collapse could decisively tip the scales against
action.

To fight back, health workers must resist the Tory divide
and rule tactics, and the pressure for a two year deal. Mass
meetings should be held in each area, open to all health
unions, to unite the membership and consider resolu-
tions:

e Upholding the 12% claim, and rejecting the new offer
and any two-year settlement.

¢ Condemning the sabotage and cancellation of the Nov-
ember 8 day of action. .

* Demanding that the health unions — predominantly
NUPE — that backed the TUC Health Service Committee
call for all-out strike action mount an all-out campaign for
it, and seek every available means to win CoHSE mem-
bers and conference delegates to this policy. A date should
be fixed early in January as the start of the all-out

stoppage.

nst all bans and proscriptions!

Paper ot the Soctalist Urganiser Alliance No.108 November 11 1982 (Claimants and strikers, 10p) 25p

NHS leaders run for cover ...

Right wing

57

AS WE go to press, the new
right wing dominated Lab-
our Party organisation sub-
committee is meeting to
discuss a purge of Militant.

Proposals from general

secretary Jim Mortime
suggest no delay with de
ailed argument abot
whether Militant can sati
fy the conditions for th
register, but immediat
expulsion of five membe:
of its editorial board. Th
would be followed by mon
drawn-out proceedings aj
ainst some 50-odd othe
Militant activists.

Meanwhile Mortimer
report accepts that the Lal
our Friends of Israel am
the Labour Committee f«
Europe, for example, ms
fail to qualify for the regis
er, but proposes no actic
against them.

It could not be clears
that the register is just
formula for a purge of th
Left.

But the organisation sul
committee right-winge:
may decide to proceed eve
more brutally than Mortin
er suggests. They may als
move to disband Hornse
Labour Party because it hs
refused to exclude 7Tar
Ali. |
The new ‘Labour Again:
the Witch-Hunt’ group, s
up at a conference on Sej
tember 11, is campaignin

IN VIEW of the latest nego-
tiations on NHS pay, the
Sheffield October 30 meet-
ing of health union shop
stewards is to be recalled
this coming Saturday (Nov-
ember 13).

The questions tabled for
discussion are:

¢ Should the latest offer
be put to the membership?

® Should any deal be acc-
epted which is to be finan-

ed out o i

:pen;i:;f?cuts g for CLPs to. defy Ehe purg:
¢ Should any form of two up to and including facin

year settlement be disbandment. H_ enoug

accepted? CLPs support this stand
A preliminary meetin g the Right can be checked.

of the national steering * Contact: LAW, 11 Wi

committee will take place derton Rd, London le :

* Inside, page 3 — LAY
model resolution; and wk
CLPD should not register.

at lpm, with the full sess-
ion opening at Zpm, in the
N Floor Lecture Theatre of
Royal Hallamshire
Hospital, Sheffield.

What’s the

real rate of
inflation —
see page two

25p_ plus 15%p postage
Jrom SO, 28 Middle Lane
London N8.

Calling all

JOHN HARRI.

.......

e o

o

Hru

B
o

__________________

Class Fighter conference — November 20-21, at the Wyvern Centre,
Humberstone Gate, Leicester. Starts 10.30 Saturday. See inside p.13
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Firing dar

John Mcllroy
asks some
‘questions
about the
NHS dispute

NHAT was wrong  with

he unions’ strategy of
me-day strikes?
- The unions’ overall

krategy has been to
pnvince, to persuade,
p plead. And yet this
pvernment is just not
pnsceptible to  reason.
he unions’ struggle has
een to achieve something
Il workers should avoid,

pbitration. |
- Albert Spanswick
Rsn't been - struggling

) get 12%, God bless

}n. He’s been fighting

. that’s the right word,

w arbitration to decide
ther 12% is fair.

'The union strategy has

E_
'Health
 Workers for
Ethe Full
Claim: ¢/0
78 High St,
Atherton,
'Lancashire.

SPER Carott has
peloped a new stock
jm for the butt of his
Better' than
fher-in-laws, thick
lys and moronic shop
Faras byfar—but Still
malf-hearted word in
mce of Sun readers.

ott ended last week’s
by driving out of the
re a member of the

2 he had ‘caught’

ML

‘strikes

-ployer

been like refusing to use
an available armalite,
and instead firing a small
dart at a tiger and then
waiting a very long time
in the unlikely event that
the beast will miaow
and lick your hand.

One day stoppages can
be useful tactics for flexing
our muscles, enthusing our
troops, putting a
across the enemy’s bows —
if they are preliminary
to throwing in all the
members,

In themselves one day
never
anything. They merely
signal faintly to an em-
our anger and
frustration. |

In the NHS dispute
one day strikes have been

a substitute for a strategy,

not a component part of
one. After each stoppage
the answer has been
‘more of the same, give the
Tories time.’

So we've gone from the
one hour stoppage on
April 14, through 2 hours’
stoppage on April 26,
to the one day strikes
in June, the 3-day strikes
in July ... the 5-day strikes
in August, the 16 Regional
Days of Action ...

By September 22, with
millions on strike in soli-

~ darity, even the TUC knew

that it had come to the
end of the ‘more days’
recipe. The Regional
Days of Action were a
big step back.

The Sun is the biggest
selling daily paper in
Britain. It has pioneered
a style of formula writing
which has taken the
political message of the
Daily Mail down market.

Sexist, racist, jingoistic
to the point of frenzy,
the Sun is not by any means
written by morons. lis
ingredients are carefully
weighted and balanced to
create its own market.

Leering

There are probably only

a handful — if you will
excuse the word — of men
who get their rocks off
on the page 3 pin up.
There are perhaps several
million who would not want
to be caught not leering
over the picture with the
appropriate response.
What a brilliant stroke

— not only to humiliate

women daily but also to
police deviants amongst
men by a daily masculinity
test. |
The Daily Mirror made

thousands of friends a

few weeks ago with its
editorial ‘Lies, Damn Lies
and Sun Exclustves’
which revealed in some
detail the extent to which
the paper will go in making
up quotes and fabricating
stores.  (Their ‘quotes’

shot "

_JOHN HARRIS

achieve

‘an all out stoppage.

R

it

a painless replacement for
And
in the industrial jungle of
Tory Britain you don't
get owt for nowt. )
But would an all-out

strike have worked last

January or even April?

- Perhaps not. The idea
of one-day stoppages then
would have been useful

~if they had been seen

as a preparation of the
membership building to-
wards an all out stoppage. -

Instead they have been
used as an easy way out,

What about the selective
strikes of key workers?

In one hospital near me,
2 groups of workers have
been out for 20 and 18
weeks respectively. They
have stuck it out well

from a Falkland dead
soldiers widow were
gained by asking secretar-
ies n the office ‘How would

you feel if your husband .
~ had just been awarded a

postumous VC’?)

‘Heard the one about the
thick Paddy mother in
law with big tits who read
the Sun every day?...’

But the paper is not
separate from Fleet Street.
It fills a legitimate corner
of the bourgeois armoury.
Other papers have imitated

- ~it. The Mail and the Tele-

graph do the job on a
different group of readers
a different way.

But nobody takes the
poison of the ruling class
unrefined, raw and vicious,
with such effect into the

ranks of the working
class. -

Moronic

The millions of Sun
readers are not all moronic
caricatures. It is likely a
large proportion of them
rubbish the paper them-
selves. But they take in the
poison nevertheless. |

Mondey’s edition was
run of the mill. No big
set piece attacks on the
left in sight. There were
page leads on Cliff Richard
whistling at Sue Barker and

‘Gran Gets a Sex Op

- Fleet Strecet take

allows

but not surprisingly they
feel isolated. ‘We’ve done
our bit, yet our hospital
is still working’ is a typical
comment. They can’t
see any return for their
efforts.

In any limited industrial
action there comes a point
where either you go
forward decisively or you
start going back. At least
by June the NHS action
had gained sufficient
momentum for a great leap
forward to have been
taken.

Step

Hasn’t the solidarity
action been a big step
forward?

It’'s been fantastic.
It’s shown -that .fight is
still there, that workers

Shock’ (a story which boiled
down to the unsurprising
news that a woman of 40
was pregnant.)

A new Super Sun game
‘Your Future at the Flick
of a Coin’ in which the Sun
predicted your fortune
according to five consecu-
tive flips of a coin. (Really
deep analysis here five
heads means ‘Act Now.
You are the master of the
situation’ — Five tails:
‘You are in a stubborn
mood and others will not
cooperate’).

You could find any of
this drivel in numerous
magazines and  other
daily papers.

The problem is however
that once one newspaper
is singled out as an abbera-
tion — something apart
from the rest of Fleet
Street — then it acts as
a decoy to draw away
criticism from heing
directed against the whole
structure of the press.

The other papers in
it in
turns to sneer at the Sun,
while the Sun cheerfully

shovels in the money.
But the paper at the
bottom of the gutter

provides a kind of <ocial
service for the rest. It
them to claim

they are not the botto
of the heap. - -

-— -— T - - — — — B -

their own jobs on the line
for their brothers and

- gisters,

However, there has been
a clear lack of leadership
by the TUC. The best
example was last month:
October 18, water workers
one-day strike — enemy
Mrs. Thatcher; October 19,

Regional NHS Day of

Action — enemy Mrs.
Thatcher; October 20,
British Telecom one-day
strike over privatisation —
enemy Mrs. Thatcher:

- October 22, one-day strike

by steelworkers against

closure — enemy Mrs.
Thatcher.

Our field marshals
showed. their complete

inability to grasp a first
principle of industrial
warfare — concentrate your
forces, take advantage of
your enemy’s weakness.
They lost the opportunity

to fuse these struggles in
a 24-hour General Strike

_ o O | , |
10 INJUry ...

will really want to hear

TO add insult to the injury
of the looming sell-out
on NHS pay, the bosses’
paper the Financial Times
has organised a conference
on November 18-19 on

‘Private Health Care in the

1980’s’.
The conference has little

‘to do with health care, but

a lot to do with profits.
To quote from.the blurb

by the FT’s Conference

Director, Martin Brooks,
‘The  Conference  will
highlight current develop-
ments in private health
insurance and will review
business opportunities in

the private health care

sector...’ |
Fee

And it is not a conference
for the likes of you and

me, but for senior manage -
ment, members of the
medical profession in the
private and public sector,
executives, the City and
investment community,
and suppliers of equipment
and anci

all those who can afford the
conference fee of £§79.50!

. - —_— - L

services —

against the Tories’ policies.

But solidarity action

“moves forward and back

according to the momen-
tum, confidence and elan
of the original dispute.
Dockers, miners, bus
drivers are not going to
keep striking and losing
money for a dispute

" which itself lacks a pers-

pective for victory.
Unity

So the TUC Health
Services Committee
hasn’t done a very good
job then...

If 11 different unions can
co-ordinate their efforts,
it’s definitely a move
forward. But unity has
been the unity of the lowest
common dengminator.

When the NUPE con-
ference- voted in June
for an alloout strike,

that . decision didn’t pull

unions like COHSE for-
ward. Instead, they

'h,aven 't made a mistake.
- This fee for a two day

conference is more than an

~average health worker’s

monthly earnings! -

Value

Still 1 suppose the dele-
gates will be getting value
for money, as the fee
includes cocktails and

lunches as well as speakers

from BUPA, Private
patients Plan, NEL Perma-
nent Health Insurance Ltd.

and a number of other

private health insurance
companies. -

Others with a vested
interest in privatisation will
also be there, such as

Crothall & Co. Ltd., a well

known private contractor
for NHS ancillary services.
The medical profession is
represented by David
Bolt from the British Medi-
cal Association, who is not
only one of the conference
chairmen but also a speaker
giving the BMA’s view-

point, presumably on how, .

good privatisation will be
for his profession.
- But I suppose

JOHN HARRIS

the:

MiBitter lessons of 1-day strikes NN

at the Tory tiger

‘have been willing to put

dragged NUPE back. ~

The committee is too
far away from the member-
ship, unelected by it and
outside its control. Peter
Jacques, its secretary,
is a full4ime non-elected

- TUC employee, yet he and

Albert Spanswick have held

private _talks with the
Health ‘Minister, Norman
Fowler. -

‘What on earth is the

‘point of having a co-

ordination committee to
conduct negotiations if
the chairman and secretary
don’t tell the rest of us
what is going on?’ said
one member (Financial
Times, September 21).

Strikers need to control
their own strikes — th-
rough establishment of
strike committees, the
linking up of these commi-
ttees on both a local and
a national basis, and the
creation of a- leadership
committed to the interests
of the rank and file.

Adding insult

——

18 Norman Fowler (that well

- known ‘flexible’ Secretary

of State). Fowler will open
the conference with the
Government’s view of
private medicine — i.e. the
Tories’ stamp of approval
for privatisation of the
health service, to screw
‘workers out of their hard
earned pay and make even
fatter profits for the Di-
rectors of BUPA and their
like.

The FT’s organisers have
laid on some light relief
in the form of Frank
Dobson, MP, the chairman
of NHS Unlimited, to put
the case against privatisa-
tion.

Come off it, Frank,
you can’t really think that
there’s any value in speak-
ing to this conference!
You won’t be heard above -
the sound of -clinking
cocktail : glasses and .
crashing eash registers!

What should SO suppor-
ters do about this confer-
ence? It seems to me that
‘we ought to go and demon-
strate that we won'’t let the
Tories. and their big busi-
ness friends destroy our
health service by privatisa-
tion. There should be a
mass - demonstration out-

- side this* conference on

November 18 and 19,
linking up privatisation,
cuts and the pay dispute.
‘The conference starts
at 9.00 am on Thursday
18th and delegates will be

~collecting their conference

documents from 8.00 am, at
the Inter-Continental
Hotel, 1, Hamilt on Place,
Lendon W1, (off Picadilly,
between Hyde Park Corner
and Green Park)

Note: SERTUC Health

- Services Committee and
the TUC Health Services

Committee have both been
approached  to organise
this demonstration. How-

~ ever, it is highly unlikgly-

that they will do this.
We will have to organise
the = demonstration our-
selves. -

e Ay e o R N i a2 L gt R




if they choose,

“‘don’t,
have lost control of the.

| not registering

THERE are four

main

arguments why CLPD
should not apply for

registration now.
First, that the Register
is not like the curate’s

egg — good In parts, bad
It is a mechan-
and

in others.
ism of witch-hunt
purge, immediately aimed

at Militant supporters, and

already being implement-
ed.

is accepted while Militant
is outlawed, and one of the
reasons given for this is
Militant’s ideas.

Militant, however, are
the chopping block for the
real target, the serious
left who organised for the
democratic reforms
policies like unilaterahism.
The Register gives the
Party establishment the
power to regulate, vet and,
_ outlaw
everything that moves,
thinks and = organises
in the Party. Foot and
Mortimer might - want to
limit its use, but others
and already they

process of the purge.

Second, that our argu-
ments for democracy do
not oblige us, even tempor-
arily, to acquiesce in this
mechanism.

Our argument for Con-
ference decisions to be
binding was that
leaders and MPs, in their
capacity as representatives
of the | _.ty,
by Party policy. This is
what the CLPD supporter S
card says!

ity’ gives one section of the
Party — the trade union
leaderships and their block

votes — the right to impose

a system of internal regu-
lation over and against the
wishes of the vast majority
of individual members
(80% of the CLPs voted
against the Register).

ACCORDING to govern-
ment figures, wages are still
keeping ahead of prices. It
seems an unlikely story. And
a recent analysis shows that
it 1s indeed, for most work-
ing class people, not true.

An article by Peter Keli-
ner in last week’s New Stat-
csman looks at the govern-
ment’s Retaill Price Index.

to calculate your cost of
living?

It is a blatantly rigged
device — Labour Solidanty

and

Party

should abide

We have never argued . . should

‘that Conference * sovereign-

Move this motion

Model resolution from ‘Labour against the
Witch-hunt’ for LP regional conferences: This
Regional Conference declares its opposition to
the decision to establish the National Executive
Committee’s Register of non-affiliated groups
of members operating within the Party and
believes that it should be reversed at the next
Labour Party annual conference. Expulsions
and other bureaucratic action represent a
witch-hunt against socialist ideas in the Party,
and will weaken and divide us. The NEC should
be fighting the Tories, not the socialists. This
Conference therefore declares jts complete
opposition to any expulsions under the NEC’s
Register and also any attempts to close down or
restrict the activities of the Labour Party
Young Socialists. It declares its full support for
any CLP which refuses expulsions and stands
f/rm against threats of disaftiliation.

Most importantly,
whatever its democratic
credentials, the decision
on the Register strikes at

the very roots of Party
~and wil do
damage that may prove

democracy

irreversible to the demo-

- cratic life of the Party.

It has bever been part of
the CLPD’s argument that

the Party rank and file do

not have the democratic
right to resist any measur

which will weaken an
perhaps destroy democracy
in the Party.

If comrades now want
to deny such a right in the
name  of Conference
‘sovereignity’, then they

think carefully
it wil lead the

Presumably and

where
CLPD.

logically, we would then

have to acquiesce in the
expulsion. of our own
supporters as long as it
had been rushed through
Conference with a cobbled

together majority — and

then go and argue against
any CLPs refusing to

According to this index,
prices went up only 3.9% in
the first nine months of
1982, while earnings were
rising at about 8% per year.
Very good. But Peter
Kellner points out that infla-
tion has been far above the
RPI for council tenants, and

far below for people with

mortgages. “There is.nobody
in Britain to whom the pres-
ent RPI applies”.

The RPI assumes an ‘ave-

rage’ household which
spends about equally on
mortgage payments and on
rent. In real life people pay
one or the other.

- Rents
As interest rates have fall-

en, 50 have mortgage pay-
ments. ‘But rents have been

~_forced up; by order of the

Tory government.

| Takmg the example of -
Haringey - where the Lab-
our council has actually rais-
- ed rents less than instructed

T " by Heseltine — Kellner cal-
Would you trust thzs man

culates an average increase in
rent and rates of 60%
between December 1980 and

and

 like

expel far being ‘undemo-
cratic’. Do comrades
seriously think this would
be a way to defend demo-
cracymthe Party? =

Thlrd that  for the

CLPD to apply for regis-

tration now would give the
Register legitimacy, and
immediately help to
tighten the noose around
Militant’s neck.

Why has Mortimer been
anxious to persuade cer-
tain groups (e.g. LARC)
to apply to Tregister?

‘Because he knows that the

more who apply, the great-
er the credibility of the
mechanism; the easier it
will then be to isolate those
Militant who will
not get on the Register
whatever they do; and that
once the mechanism of
the Register is working
then- it can not only start
to create havoc in the
Party but also that is will
be much more difficuit
to change. He would like
nothing better than a group
like the CLPD to apply

December 1982.

The mortgage-payers’. ‘In-
flation rate’, he concludes,
was 8.8% in 1981, and less
than 0.1% in 1982. For a
council-house family, the
cost of living has risen 16.1%
in 1981 and a further 8% in
1982.

So council tenants, if

they have been getting aver-

age-size wage rises, have had
their standard of living cut

seriously. According to the

Sunday Times (November 7)
the Tories are likely to call
for a further £2 per weck
rent  rise -this year (about
16% on average).

The Sunday Times also
reports that: *“Rent arrears
owed by counci . tenants
have reached an all-time

high. More than £80 million
is owed to councﬂs mamiy
-in the big cities”. 5
-~ This is not the first time
that the RPI has bee_n mis-
“leading. Its ‘average house-
‘hold’ is a fiction, and a mis-
“ leading one in a somety w1th
- gross inequalities.

Another common snag
with the RPl — though one
that has not applied recently

countries,
.compile their own cost of

- living indices, rivals to the
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| Four good reasons fo

The Campalgn for Labour Party

Democracy is circulating position

papers for its ballot on whether to
‘register. John Bloxam argues the
case for boycott '

Democracy means mszstmg that Labour Party representatwes in their capaczty as representa tzves represent Party pofzcy as ~

decided by conference. It does not mean accepting gag laws zmposed by block votes on the Iabour movement.

now when the Register is
just being ‘established’ and
has begun'to be used, and
when it is in danger of
being exposed as a blatant-
ly rigged device.

Exemption |
At a time when Labour

Friends of Israel and the

Labour Committee for
Europe get their ‘exemp-
tions’,  when Labour

Solidarity is accepted but -

Militant supporters expell-

ed, the CLPD should be

denouncing the Register,

not trying to join it.

The boycott of Edward
Heath’s Trade  Union
Register, brought in after
an election victory, played
an important role in stopp-

ing the Tories’ attempt to

cripple the unions. Like-
wise with the NEC’'s
Register. A Dboycott,

combined with a refusal to
expel, provides the best
means to stop the purge
and defend the Party.
Fourth, that an effective
boycott can be organised,

hose living standards?

— 1is the different rates of
inflation for food, at one
end of the scale, and con-

sumer durables, at the other._

Through technical pro-
gress, prices of consumer
durables often rise slowly
or even fall; but food prices
rise more steadily. Obviously
better-off people spend a
bigger proportlon of their
income on consumer dur-
ables, and worse-off pcople

“a bigger proportion on food.

Recently food prices

~ have actually increased less
‘than most other prices. But

there is no saying how long

‘that will last.

In Francc. and other
the trade unions

government index. It’s about
time _the British labour
movement started to do the
same.

A  working class index
can provide a solid basis for

-seeing which wage offers
© actually do meet inflation
~~and which don’t. It is also

useful as a basis for cost of
living cdscalator clauses in
wage avrccmcnts

and that the CLPD can and
should play a major and
probably decisive role in
this.

With the exception of
Militant, no other ‘boy-
cotting’ group has sought
to register since Confer-
ence. They represent the

great majority of groups in

the Party.

Of them all, the CLPD

has probably the greatest
influence and ‘weight’.
Any comrade who doubts
that should just look at
our list of affiliates, as well
as our record of success.
With the CLPD even a
majority of the groups
now boycotting would be
a substantial force. With-»p
out the CLPD they could
very well be dec1$1vely

- weakened.

Towel

- With Conference over
the fight for a boycott

is now really starting. It
is the last time to be

talking of throwing the
towel In.
concern for groups to
register should be a sign
" for us to fight, not give
in.

labour movement.

If you agree with what we have to
say, you can help. Become a support-
er of the Socialist Organiser Alliance —
groups are establlshed in most Iarge

towns.

REvvaACsEDRbRedtosPpruURERIES

"EEEAEEERE R E R R NN B N AN N
Al

‘majority of
‘members | -
- They have chosen to pick

Mortimer’s

To ‘Get Orgamsed in the fnght or’

for more information, write atonce to
us at 28 Middle Lane, London NGg.

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Will this tactic not
dangerously expose
CLPD? Not if we organise

"enough groups to stand

together. The right is
certainly determined ' and
well-organised. They have
captured the NEC, but they
are opposed by the great
individual
and CLPs.

on Militant because it

is a relatively soft target,

and they want to split up
the left. They do not yet
feel strong enough to attack

their real target — groups

like the CLPD. -

The alternative of not
fighting, however, will not
bring us ‘safety’. The idea
that if CLPD refused to

give the lead, if it ditched

others and applied to
Register, then the right
wing would leave us alone,
would not try to hound us
and stop our effectiveness,
is just not credible.. The
right are now talking about
trying to expel Nigel
Williamson for writing an
article — and Tribune
don’t even have to register!

Comrades talk about
CLPD ‘traditions’. Surely
one of the most important

llIlIllllllllllllIllllPI
Sodalist Organiser Alliance

Get
iorga

- Socialist Organiser is not just a paper.
We fight to organise workers in the
struggle for a new Ieadershlp in the

.......................
........................

........................

e
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ones has been the refusal
to opportunistically retreat

- on fights because the
cause might appear ' ‘un-
.popular’. Remember
positive discrimination at
the beginning. Instead,
CLPD’s tradition is to
decide what is right, what
can be fought for, and then
‘go and convince comrades
in the Party.

The CLPD has a demo-
cratic right to oppose the
register and boycott it.
We have a duty to stop it.

It can be stopped. We
should organise an effect-
ive boycott of it, and oppose
any and every expulsion
of socialists. A boycott
will be a major help in the
campaign to resist expul-
sions, and if 80% of the.
CLPs refuse, come what

" may, to expel socialists
outlawed under the Regist-
er then the purge will

~ fail. Like Edward Heath’s
Industrial Relations Act
after the dockers faced him
down in 1972, it will be a
busted mechanism, an
harassment incapable of
doing the job it was design-
ed for. Then we can

repeal it.
John Bloxam
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‘Central America
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UNCONDITIONAL  talks
with the military junta and
extreme right wing govern-
ment officials were offered
last month by leaders of the
political opposition in El
Salvador, the Revolutionary
Democratic Front (FDR).
They were angrily brush-
ed aside by Roberto D’
Aubuisson, the chair-
man of the country’s newly
elected constituent assem-
bly, and dismissed also by
President Magana. The
regime’s American spons-
ors in Washington also
brusquely dismissed the
call for talks. |
The response however

has incurred the displeas--

ure of the governments and

_political leaders who have

seen collaboration with the

FDR leadership and a neg-

otiated settlement as the
best means to contain the
revolutionary struggles
under way in El Salvador
and restore stability to
as a
whole. 3y S |

Prime mover in this has

been the Mexican govern-

ment — under President
Lopez Portillo. Significant-
ly the FDR appeal for talks
was made in Mexico City.

Pressure

But pressure upon the
USA to seek a negotiated
settlement to the war has
also come from the French
Mitterrand government
and from other social demo-
cratic leaderships.

Though the West Ger-
man government of Helmut
Schmidt, which had taken
up this position, has now
fallen, Schmidt’s place in
the lobby has now been fill-
ed by the newly elected
Spanish prime minister,
Felipe Gonzalez.

And it has been announ-
ced that the social demo-
cratic governments of
Sweden and Greece will
join the ranks of those
attempting to persuade
Reagan to reconsider, and
to bring his puppet regime
in Salvador into line.

Urgency has been added
to these efforts by the rec-
ent evidence of growing
strength in the guerilla
struggle in ElI Salvador
itself. Reports last week
indicated the impending

capture by guerillas of

S SRETATET Y WL e
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the key g'arrison~ of Suchi- -

toto, a mere 30 miles from
the capital city, San
Salvador.

It is the prospect of a

- military collapse of the Sal-
- vadoran junta,

and the
stimulus this would give to
the revolutionary struggles
and demands of the work-
ing class and peasants in
Salvador, which appals the
social democrats.

They do not believe that
Reagan’s strategy of escal-
ating military and economic
support to the junta can
hold the line — and that if
the guerillas cannot be

AP/ A Sl

vy

THE Nicaraguan regime
has added its own detailed
revelgtions to the accumu-
lation of evidence on the

-

beaten by the Salvadoran

state, the best way out is to

" strike a deal with the more

pliabie leaders of the FDR.
For the guerillas waging
the war which alone gives

the FDR any credibility
internationally, there is an

acute lack of any leader-
ship committed to carrying
the civil war through to the
revolutionary overthrow of
capitalism. |

This political weakness
must be confronted both in
El Salvador itself and in the
campaigns in solidarity
with the liberation
struggle.

~ Sandinistas
expose CIA

CIA plots to destabilise
the country.

- Last week (as reported in
SO) Newsweek magazine

lifted the lid on the scale of

US operations in assembil-
ing a counter-revolutionary
strike force operating from
bases iIn neighbouring
Honduras.

It detailed the list of
forces — including former

- National Guardsmen of

deposed Nicaraguan dicta-
tor Somoza — enlisted by
the CIA for cross-border

raids into Nicaragua aimed

at economically and militar-
ily harassing the ruling
Sandinista leadership and
creating conditions for its
overthrow by the extreme
right wing.

Display

The Sandinistas them-

selves have added to this,
with a display of prisoners,

testimony from captured
raiders., stocks of US-
supplied weapons, and fur-
ther details of the Hondur-
as activities.

The government spokes-
men listed 16 bases inside
Honduras from which be-
tween three and five
thousand counter-revolu-
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FACED with a choice be-

tween the Republican
Tweedledee Party and the
Democrat Tweedledums,
American voters last week
handed out what amounted
to a gesture of no-confiden-
ce in both. |

- The outcome was that
leading Democrat, Speaker
of the House Tip O’Neill,
forecast a turn to more
‘bi-partisan’ policies, which
will further confirm the
fact that neither of these
capitalist parties has any-

thing to offer the American -

working class. N

The Democrats, offered
the sitting campaigning
target of President Reag-
an’s catastrophic economic
policies, which have driven
unemployment to the lev-
els of the Depression,
succeeded in winning a
hefty 26 seats from Reagan
to increase their own
majority in the House of
Representatives; but they
failed to dent the Republic-

an grip on the upper cham-

ber, the Senate, where
Reagan retains a 54-46
majority.

Though disaster ‘was
averted in several areas by
the narrowest of margins,
the results are no land-
slide defeat for Reagan.

- Voters — largely drawn
from the American white
middle class, since vast
numbers of workers, alien-
ated by the twin parties of
big business, are not even
registered to vote — were
plainly unconvinced that
the Democrats had any

serious alternative policies

to offer in place of ‘Reagan
omics’. -
They elso showed a con-
siderable ability to separ-
ate political issues from
politicians. A referendum

on the proposal for a freeze
on nuclear weapons pro-

duced overall majorities
in California, Michigan,
Montana, Rhode Island,
North Dakota, Oregon, and
New Jersey — and a stagg-
ering 74% support in Mass-
achusetts.

 parties

Harry Sloan reports on the
US mid-term elections

Yet _thé support for this
proposal did not necess-

arily flow over into support

for ‘pro-freeze’ candidates
— Governor Jerry Brown
in California was defeated,
and Edward Kennedy
plummetted to his lowest
share of the vote for 20
years in‘Massachusetts.
Several warmongers
were among those who did

lose their seats — and there

was a spectaculr failure of
the ultra-reactionary relig-
ious ‘new right’, which had

set out to influence these -

mid-term elections through
the well-financed ‘National
Conservative Political Ac-
tion Committee’.

Not one of the ‘too liber-
al’ Democrats targetted
by the NCPAC was toppled,
despite its efforts, and at
least one — Tennessee
Democrat Jim Sasser — in-
creased his majority.

This setback for the most
extreme . reactionaries will
limit their already restrict-
ed ability to press-gang
Ronald Reagan into imple-

_ menting their demands for-

more anti-abortion legis-
lation and other attacks on

the oppressed and ex-

plOIted . )
Reagan will certainly
have to consider how much

-of his planned programme
of action for his remaining

time in office will secure
the bi-partisan support
needed to pass through
Congress. Defence spernd-
ing in particular could fail
victim to this. -

But Reagan can count
upon the evident and total

disarray of the Democratic

opposition. -

Reagan’s claim that they
had no alternative to his
policies was largely vindic-

ated not only by contra-

dictory statements or evas-
ion on the part of Demo-
cratic candidates, but also
by the fact that Democrats

~ have wound up supporting

many of Reagan's most
controversial policies.

The elections show a,

swing neither to Kennedy-
style ‘liberal’ capitalist pol-
icies, nor towards right
wing conservatism. Which

THE BRIEF honeym;mn for

the ‘Popular Unity’ coalit-
ion government of Presid-
ent Siles Zuazo in Bolivia
appears to be already over.
~ After only a few weeks in
office, the government — a

- cross-class coalition includ-

ing both capitalist and
Communist Party politic-
ians — has announced its
first set of anti working
class policies.

The price of petrol has

‘been raised by 300%, and

prices of poultry and meat
increased, together with a
face-saving increase in the
lowest rates of pay, and a
charade of ‘workers’ co-
partnership’ in nationalised
industries.

Bolivia’s trade union fed-
~ eration, the COB, has until
‘now strongly opposed eco-
nomic austerity measures,
which run hand in hand

with appeals for renegotia-
tion of the country’s $4
billion ifh debts.

It remains to be seen
whether union leaders will

- be prepared to fight Siles
on this round of attacks, or

if the inevitable conflict
will wait until the equally
inevitable further attacks
which will follow.

Tehran

“terror

ELEVEN  strike leaders
from a car plant near
Tehran have been executed

in the latest wave of anti-

communist repression by
the Khomeini regime in
Iran.

Over 400 Communist
-activists have been rounded
up in mass arrests which
have included junior offic-
ers and NCOs from the gen-
darmerie, police, and
‘revolutionary guards’.

The raids have also hit
the left wing Fedayeen.
Khomeini’s self-styled
‘anti-imperialist’ regime,
fearing working class
opposition, evidently plac-
es anti-communism as its
main priority, with anti-
union repression coming a
close second. .

Meanwhile the decision
to ‘empty the prisons’ and
abolish law courts brings

the immediate threat of

summary execution to some

40,000 existing political
' prisoners and to anyone

unfortunate enough to run
foiil of savage Islamic
laws. -

leaves the Democrats, as. . ® |
the 1984 Presidential
election approaches, still |

lacking any plausible cen-
tral figure to challenge for
the candidacy.

Meanwhile as Reagan-
omics continues to take its
toll of jobs and welfare
services, the American
working class faces an
even bigger quandary.

Lacking any independ-
ent party to represent their
interests, they are up ag-
ainst a trade union leader-
ship largely tied to the coat-
tails
Party and resolutely oppos-

ed to the building of a Lab-
our Party. )

Yet only such a political
break can offer a means to
channel the demands of the
American working class —

and in particular the blacks,
ethnic

unemployed and
minorities who have suffer-

~ed mo'st at the hands of the
two capitalist parties in

recent years.

of the Democratic

.
. ’
-
-
& .

“victory’

" THE British Tory press has

been quick to seize upon the
heavy vote in favour of a
draconian new ‘constitution’
in last week’s referendum in
Turkey. | N
The constitution installs
junta chief General Evren as
president for 7 years with al-
most unprécedented powers
— and bars existing political
parties and = their leaders

- from activity for 10 years.

- - Voting -was compulsory

— ‘and anyone campaigning

- Jor a 'no’ vote was subjoect
- to ‘vicious repression. On the

basis of this evidence of
democracy’, Turkey . will

-~ soon’ appeal for admission

to full EEC membership.
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break

- THE new Workers' Party
(PT) is likely to score major

successes in Brazil's
general election on Novem-
ber 15. ‘Lula’ (Luis. Inacio
de Silva), president of the
PT and a militant metal-
workers’ leader, is given by
opinion polls 15 to 20%
of the votes for govermor
of Sao Paulo state.

The PT is standing candi- |

dates at all levels; local and
national, practically
throughout Brazil — being
one of only three parties to

" do so. The other two are

the so-called Social Demo-
cratic Party PDS — in
fact the party of the present
military-dominated regime
— and the PMDB (Party
of the Brazilian Democratic

Movement).

The elections are part of
the rmlit ary’s strategy of

‘opening’ —  gradual
transition to a civilian
parliamentary regime.
Political  parties - were

legalised last year, and the
PMDB was set up from the
MDB, tae ‘official opposi-

est

by Terry Smith

ARAB leaders who might
have expected a friendly
receptlon for their latest
‘peace’ plan from Ronald

Reagan in Washington

trailed back with their olive
branch in tatters last week.
Reagan has reportedly
followed up the military
and political defeats inflict-
ed during the Israeli invas-

by Martin
Thomas

tion’  established and
sponsored by the military
regime itself.

But the PT is using the
election to preach radical

struggle against the regime -

and against the whole
capitalist system.

It calls for the overthrow
of the dictatorship: ‘In
the struggle for a society
where power will be
exercised by the workers,
we defend right now full
political and trade union
freedom for the people’.
The PT proposes prepara-
tion for a general strike as
the weapon to achieve
these aims.

Its economic programme
includes a minimum wage

with an inflation-protecty¥on

clause; the shorter work
week without loss of pay;
land reform and cheap
credit for the peasants; a
free state health service;

- nationalisation under wor-
kers’ control of the financial

institutions; abolition of
business secrecy; workers’
contirol; and free public

ion of Lebanon by posing a
new, stern ultimatum to the
Arab rulers.

Either they must hand
over negotiating rights for
the Palestinians to King
Hussein of Jordan, or face
the prospect of Israeli
annexation of the Waest
Bank and Gaza Strip.

As if to underline this
threat, Reagan’s admini-
stration last week issued a

cosmetic complaint at the
most recent Zionist settle-
ments on the West Bank —

- . »

Labour Committee on
Palestine founding

conference

Conference open to Labour Committee on Palestine

members, delegates from affiliated organisations, and

non-voting observers. Details from the secretary,
28 Carlton Mansions, Holmleigh Rd, London N16.

Saturday November 20, 1pm
to 5pm at Brixton Town Hall,
Acre Lane, London SW2.

treated "as

~especially . iIn
America, southern Africa,
Palestine and Poland. And

Bank

education.

The PT election platform
also calls for gay rights, for
equal rights for the Black
and Indian populations,
and equality for women.
‘Women’, it declares, ‘are
second-class
beings. They get the worst
jobs and the lowest wages,

- and they face a double work

‘day and have to do all the
‘household tasks. Constant-

ly they are humiliated,
not only as workers, but
also as women’.

The PT pledges solidarity
with workers and oppress-
ed peoples world-wide,

it promises that if the PT
wins power in any munici-
pality or state, it will set
up popular assemblies,
neighbourhood councils, or
workers’ councils, to take

decisions. ‘Lula’ rejects
any idea of coalition
administrations with
-~ bourgeois parties.

New

Both in its programme
and in its history, the PT
is something new not only
in Brazil but in Latin
America. It was founded in
1979, coming out of tre-
mendous strike movements
in the Sao Paulo industrial
area. |

In a continent where
nationalism- and populism
(the idea of the ‘people’
without class definition,
being the agent of pro-

thre

effectively warning the
Arabs that the savage Is-
raeli state machine could at
any moment lurch out of
Washington’s control.

With this as a lever,
Reagan is attempting to
force the conservative Arab

‘rulers — and through them

the PLO — into de facto re-
cognition of the state of
Israel.

Publicly

King Hussein himself
has only just publicly urged
the PLO to recognise the
existence of the Israeli
state. .

To begin negotiations
from such a standpoint is
effectively to renounce the
demands for the right of the
Palestinians to return to
their homeland, and for

a democratic, secular state

of Palestine with equal
rights for both Arab and
Jew — both of which re-
quire the destruction of the
viciously dlscmnmatory
Zionist state.

There is every indica-
tion that many Areb bourg-
eois leaders would them-

‘selves be more than ready
to contemplate such a sell-

out — were they not fear-
ful of the hostility of the
working class and peas-
antry in their own coun-

Central

The Workers Party came out of mzhtant tmde union stmggles |

gress) dominate the
working class, and where
those -sizeable workers’
parties that do exist are
mostly Stalinist, the PT
is a party which bases its
politics clearly on the
industrial working class
and is anti-Stalinist.

It is not homogeneous.
It includes a strong radical
Cathollc element. (Not

ry Catholic, as can be
seen from the PT’s comm1t~
ments on gay and women’s
rights: but the PT plat-
form, though declaring

for a woman’'s right to.

choose whether to have a

‘¥'child, is evasive on abor-
~ tion).

There are members
influenced by Eurocommu-
nist-type ideas as well
as Marxists.

But the contrast is sharp
with the Brazilian Commu-
nist Party and most of the
numerous Maoist groups —
which have joined the
PMDB! ‘

The PT has no chance of
winning a national major-
ity. But the regime is none
too happy
prospect of the PT scoring
succésses, or even the
PMDB (which has adopted
some leftist rhetoric)

- winning the election.

All sorts of restrictions

~have been imposed on

campaigning, and the
election procedure — in a
country where 24% are
illiterate — is deliberately
complicated. When it was
tried out on staff at the
government election super-

tto

tries.

The defeat inflicted upon
the PLO in Lebanon, how-
ever, has now weakened
t.hen' political influence and
thrown the Arafat leader-
ship more into the arms of
their wealthy Saudi spon-
sors. It is this opportun-
ity to force home crucial
concessions which Reagan
has been so ocbviously eager
to seize.

Reagan’s squeeze on
Hussein and other Arab

- leaders is linked with a

pell-mell rush to recon-
struct the Lebanese army,
and complete the destruc-
tion of the PLO and left
wing forces in ‘order to stab-
ilise the new right wing
government.

Advisers

- US ‘advisers’ have been
dispatched to Lebanon to
begin training Lebanese

soldiers in the techniques

taught to the Salvadorean
army. Lebanese president
Gemayel himself has con-
tinued his world-wide
search for more bodies of
armed men to swell the pre-
sent multi-national ‘peace-
keeping’ force to a project-
ed total of 20-30,000 men.
At the same time plans
leaked from his govern-
ment look to the eventual

about the
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vision agency, 50% of them
got. it wrong and cast

invalid ballots!
The generals’ plans
for gradual political change

have been undermined,
perhaps fatally, by Brazil’s
economic crisis since last
year.

Since the 1960s Brazﬂlan
capitalism has  grown
rapidly, so that Brazil now

ranks as the 7th industrial

power in the capitalist
world (ahead of Canada),
and produces more steel
than Britain. It has become
a major exporter of manu-
factured goods not only to
the rest of Latin America
but even to the US.

Crisis

The number of industrial
workers has grown from
3.6 million in 1964 to 12
million today.

But since last year the
world crisis has hit Brazil.
Car sales slumped 50%
in the early months of
1981, and have remained
low. 140,000 car workers
lost their jobs in 1981.

Afflicted by
debt problems, the govern-

- ment has set about drasti-

cally cutting imports —
which improves the balance
of payments, but at the cost
of an industrial slump.

The president of Brazil’s
CBI summed it up like
this: ‘With the inflation
rate we've got, if this goes
on, everything’'s had 1it.
Including the ‘‘opening’”’

rabs

expulsion of up to 450,000
of the present 500,000 Pal-

- estinian refugees in Leb-
- anon. Such a move would

obviously be explosive.

Gemayel’'s  neo-fascist
Phalange party and its
25 000-strong militia have
long taken a viciously
racist attitude to the Pal-
estinians — exemplified
by the recent slaughter in
Sabra and Chatila camps.
But so far his public pro-
nouncements have been
carefully calculated to
extend a cautious invita-
tion to economic assistance
from the Arab oil states —
whose rulers, like Reagan,
wish to see a stable state
established in Lebanon.

In each of these aspects
of the wheeling and dealing
of Middle East politics, the
chief victims are the op-

pressed and exploited, the -

working class and peasan-
try of the Arab states and
the dispossessed. Palest-
inian people.

Only the struggle for the

revolutionary socialist over-
throw of the Arab regimes =

and the destruction of the
apparatus of the Zionst
state can open the door for
the establishment of demo-
cratic rights, peace and
decent living standards for
the peoples of the Middle
East.

foreign
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WHAT qualities do you
think a Labour party leader
should have?

A long record of militant
trade union struggle? Con-
sistent internationalism?
An incorruptible hatred for
the international crooks
and mass murderers who
head the governments of
the world’s most powerful
states?

Last week Denis Healey

— someone who wouldn’t

have given St Francis a
character reference for a
job with animals unless he
also - supported NATO —
extolled the virtues of West
Germany’s recently un-

seated Chancellor Helmut

Schmidt.

- ‘““‘He represents , eulog-
ised Heaey, ‘‘the genera-
tum which learned its polit-
ics the hard way — from
boyhood in Nazi Germany,
through distinguished army
service in Russia and the
Ardennes, to responsibil-
ity for helping to organise
the postwar recovery of his
native Hamburg, moving
from the left to the right of
the Social Democratic Party

'in the process..

‘““He mmntamed his
friendships abroad wheth-
er the individuals were in
power or not — a trait not

‘universal among politic-

ians. These long-standing

links with men like Kissing-

er, Haig and Schulz have
been of real value ..

So here we have the cata-
triotism even’ in

logue: pa
the service of Hitlerism,

right-wing ideas, warm rel-
ations with the chief war-
mongers of the most power-
ful imperialist nation. What
an nrreswtlble _ combina-
tion for a worlnng class

leader!

WHILE we're on the sub-
ject of Germany, I notice
that Franz Josef Strauss
has suggested that the
‘Greens’, the West German
ecology part be banned.

Strauss, the leader of the

‘Bavarian conservatives, the
CSU, is concerned to make
democracy safe — just as
he was over a decade ago

when he was at the centre -

of an illegal phone-tapping
scandal.

The argument he is putt-.

ing forward is that, because

the Greens have declared.

that they would use any
strength they gained in the
Bundestag [Parhament] to

l Rates: £5 for three
) months, £8.75 for
j six months and £16
. for a year.

B Bundie of five

B three months.
— Bundie of 10: £21
for three months.
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by Andrew Hornung

oppose legislation propos-

ed by either of the two main
parties, they can be said
to be making Parliament
unworkable. That, accord-
ing to the constitution of
the Federal Republic, is an
offence, and parties that
commit ‘this offence may be
banned.

FOLLOWING the recent
CBI conference call on the
Tories to do something ab-
out unemployment, the
organisation’s director-
general, Terence Beckett,

-was asked what financial

contribution the employers
of the country would make
towards any new initiative.

“‘Oh, industry can’t do
it’”’, he responded. ‘'l
mean, look at profitabil-
ity’’. He then listed such
hardships as tax, national
insurance and so on, and
concluded, ‘‘Industry isn’t

making any profit at all’’.

Sad. Sad. I can just imag-
ine the scene of poverty
outside the Grand Hotel,
Eastbourne, after the
conference.
_ Hordes of penniless in-

- dustrialists lined up at the

bus stops looking watery-
eyed and envious at pass-

"ing taxis, and some of the

more enterprising ones
begging for alms under the
sign, ‘Profitless industrial-
ist — family and work-
force to support — give
generously’’ ..

THERE IS a widespread
myth that Thatcher may be
a nasty piece of work, but
she has fulfilled her elect-
ion. promises. Treasury
figures on taxation allow us
to test out one pledge — to
reduce taxes.
According to the figuses,
given in a parliamentary
answer, a married couple
with two children earning
three-quarters of the nat-
ional average is now paying
17% more in tax (that is,

~ income tax, VAT, national

insurance etc.) than in
Labour’s last year in power.

The same family on aver-
age earnings . is paying
14% % more, while a fam-
ily on twice that income
pays only 92 % more. And
a family on five times the
average income  pays
62 % less.

------------------.i
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GREENHAM Common wo-
men’s peace camp was set

up outside the main gates
of the United States Air

are appearing at Newbury
‘Magistrates’ Court in conn-

,,,,, pretation of the word trenches dug for the sew-

.............. ‘peace’. -age pipes. They had succ-

All eighteen women are  essfully managed to hold

........ pleading not guilty, saying  up the work for two days

.......
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The ‘security box’ action

dates back to August when

a group of 19 women walk-

o %

B

the
missiles

We see this trial as im-
portant both to the Peace
Camp and to the peace
movement as a whole be-
cause we plan to use it to
contest the court’s inter-

- that they believe they were

acting as responsible citi-
zens because in taking this
action they were prevent-
ing a breach of the peace

~ which will be caused by the

use, or threatened use, of

|"Gamp-paigning ’
against

........

Force base near Newbury A woman
in Berkshire in opposition f
to the 96 Cruise missiies 17OIM the
.- Z;hl?h ‘g‘e gqvelgnmenlt) P lm} G reenham ed onto the base, past the = Women are appearing in
e e in Dpcember o ' security men, and occupied ~ COUTt on another charge of
i 1983. Common the sentry box for about an  Preach of the peace in what
i d Fo-l:emg mont%:i on, mtltd | ' hour before Thames Valley  has become known as the
i er;sptls theoc:;r,ll (i);l nE:'m: peace camp police smashed their way  SeWage pipe trial’.
i ¢ pis, than p d i ® ‘ iI“I)thNEtNQX knmusﬁng:alumnr Eﬂhowthy after the last
N Stronger ever, and is  degcribes siderable  amount of  €viction on September 29
l able to dfra‘;lr upon tht; he; e h damage) from Department of Trans-
W oo Shrosmon” s their fight ag- ' portland (e ars now, cam-
' . . . ing on common land),
country. ?esldes keeping aimm St the B\reach \%Oi began on laying sevsz-
ub a coniinuous presence : Eighteen of these wom-  age pipes. The new sewage
outsge the base, the wom- BOmb — and on gwere subsequently  pipes are part of the im-
en Irom the camp have the courts charged with ‘behaviour = provements being made to
!)een cpnswtently engaged | hkely to cause a breach of the base in order that a
i various forms of non- ‘the peace’, and their court  further 1,300 US service-
violent direct action both at Y -
iy — case 18 In Newbury on men can be accommodated,
Greenham and in London. November 15 the extra personnel are
This month 31 women actions. o oer 0. |

‘scheduled to arrive shortly

before the Cruise missiles.
The women were charg-
ed with behaviour likely to
cause a breach of the
peace for lying down in

before the arrests were
made.

We would like people to:
come and demonstrate out-
side the courtroom during
the trials, as we feel it is
important to show the jury

g
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THE City’s Falklands Vic-
tory Parade got a big splash
in all the press — but a pro-
test against the parade by
women from the peace
movement went almost
unreported.

Despite the fact that we
had sent out press releases

to all the national papers

explaining what we were
planning to do, and later
followed these up with
phone calils, all the press
chose to ignore the action
with the exception of the
Guardian, which wrote:
‘... a group of women turn-
ed their backs on the
parade’’! -
The protest originated
from a weekend of work-
shops on non-violent direct
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the front near the crash

‘ed down by a group of

action held in September parriers. people behind us. There
for women living at or in- - The police were obvious- were the wusual clichés
volved with the Greenham |y suspicious of us early  shouted at us, such as

Common women’s peace
camp. On the Sunday we
talked about the victory
parade, and feit that the

on, and énsisted on search-

-Ing our bags and asking us

what organisation we were
from. Fortunately we had

'‘Go back to Russia’, ‘Those
boys died for you, you
should be proud’, and
‘Stupid women’. |

event was so horrific that  oyur  banners concealed - One “particularly hostile
we could not let it go by  ynder our clothing,, and  man began to attack one
without protest. they didn’t find them. of the women physically.

On Monday October 13,
30 women met in London to
take part in planning and
preparation for the follow-
ing day’s action.

The parade was due to
begin at 12.40 from the top
of Moorgate, and would
take about 30 minutes to
reach Mansion House,
where Thatcher, Foot and
all the top brass military
people were seated in a

speclal box. Opposite them.

were the TV cameras, and
on the third corner of this
triangular area we stood

where we would be visible -

to the TV cameras.
We arrived at 9 am when
there were very few peoplé

-about, and stood right at
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As more and more people
arrived, we found ourselves
being pushed forward
into the barriers. There
were three very obvious
plain clothes policemen
immediately behind us
watching our every move,
and three ordinary police-
men in front of us on the
other side of the barrier.

As the parade passed in
front of us, we deliberately
turned our backs on it and
held up a banner which
read, “Women turn their
backs on war’.

There was a great deal
of hostility from people in
the crowd. The banner only
stayed up for two or three
minutes before it was ripp-

P’ease ff” [n: _-f.;...-.:;‘o' »

"""""" nuclear weapons. and the media the extent of
..... public support for the
Claim women’s peace camp. e

Several prominent fig-
ures from the peace move-
ment are being called as
key defence witnesses to
back up this claim. There
has been a great deal of
media interest in this trial,
and we are expecting to
receive good national press

We are also putting out

to come and stay at the

camp for all or part of the

week beginning November
15 (the women on trial on
Monday may receive prisor
sentences if we lose. the
case, which will mean that
the camp will be low in

an appeasal for extra women
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Immediately a  police-
man leapt over the barrier
and arrested her for breach
of the peace! He let her go
after trying unsuccessfully
for 15 minutes to struggle
through the crowds with
her. ‘

The remainder of the
women continued to stand
with their backs to the
parade until it was over. It
was a very - frightening
experience, perhaps the
longest half hour of my life.

As we were leaving, we
were stopped by a Swiss
man who said he was very
glad we had made our pro-
test and he could not be-
lieve how stupid all these
people were.
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This week
several
Labour coun-

“cils in London

are mounting
a joint ‘Save
London from
Heseltine’

campaign.
Islington Lab-
our council
leader
Margaret
Hodge
explains

ONE OF the growth indust-
ries in Islington after the
council elections in May, was
the production of badges
acclaiming the ‘Socialist
Republic of Islington’. How-
ever, the harsh realities of
the impact of Thatcher mon-
etarism on the .development
of socialism in one borough
has gradually depressed the
market for these badges.

-~ We were elected on a
socialist manifesto which
had been developed after a

tremendous effort in consul-

tation and participation both
within the Labour Party and
with trade unions, tenants’
organisations and commun-
ity groups.
- The programme we want
to mount is financed in three
ways, by central government
grant, local council charges
(mainly rents), and the rates.
We all know that paying
for local services by high
rates and rents constitutes an
attack on the living stand-
ards of working class people.
So to mount our essential
programmes we must have
proper funding from central

government in the block

grant they allocate to us.

Yet since 1976 central
government has cut the
money it allocates to local
authorities, Looking at
London alone, these cut-
backs have been particulaxly
vicious,

Since the Tories took
control London has lost
£500 million in real terms.
Government used to meet

If Heseltme has his way, council tenants and all users of counczl services are next..

" HESELTINE

66.5% of local govemment

expenditure, but this has
now been cut and in 19834
the Tories have said they will
only meet 54.0% of our
expenditure,

Inner London is the only
education authority in the
country where the govern-
ment makes absolutely no
contribution to the educat-
ion service: ILEA have lost
all their grant since Thatcher
took over.

_ Centrally

The Tories have operated
their cuts in two ways. They
assess centrally how much
they consider local councils
should spend, and they alloc-
ate grant accordingly. Thus
for example, in social servic-
es, comparing central govern-
ment expenditure assess-
ments with local authority
budgets, they have said that
in 1982/83 London is ‘over-
spending by £128 million
on services such as home

helps, meals-on-wheels, pro-

vsion for the physically and
mentally handicapped and
so on. Kensington and Chel-
sea and Westminster are as
guilty as Islington and Cam-
den for allegedly spending
too much.

Secondly, the Tories have
developed a particularly vic-
ious weapon to cut grant and
specifically hit Labour auth-
orities, If you spend above
the targets they set you,
they penalise you by fining
you a certain sum for every
additional pound you spend,

This year every pound
Islington spends “aboyve its
permitted level ~ Losts us
£1.60 because we aré fined
60p in loss of grant. Next

year, Heseltine intends to.

concentrate his attack more
directly on Labour author-
ities by dramatically increas-
ing his penalties.

Lose

In Islington we fear this
may lose us a further £10

~million in grant as compared

to the £2 million we lose in
penalties in the current year,
and as compared to the £3
million it would cost to
implement our manifesto
immediately and in entirety,
This merciless and crimi-
nal attack on local govern-
ment cannot even be justi-
ified in terms - of public
expenditure cutbacks. The
truth is that between 1975/6
and 1981/82, local -govern-
ment expenditure has been

cut by 20% while central
government expenditure has

gone up by 8%.

The Tories have chosen
to spend more on defence,
the police, the dole and war,
at the expense of the old
the disabled, the young and
the poor.

What can socialists do?
Obviously we must campaign
for more money and we
must campaign to expose the
wrongness of the Tory
assertion that local authorit-
i_es are profligate and waste-
ul. .

In Islington we have init-
iated a new grouping of all
London Labour Leaders, so
that a concerted attack by
Labour boroughs on the
Government can be mount-
ed. Islington has also taken
a lead in the formation of
the Association of Socialist
Councillors, which similarly
aims to bring together Lab-
our councillors across the
country. We are working to-
gether with the Trades Coun-
cil, community groups. and
tenants’  associations to
develop grassroots support,

Options

We are examining the
options for open confronta-
ton with government. -

The fact is that the legis-
lation has been contrived by
the Tories to make the Clay
Cross  option virtually
impossible, For example,
were we to decide neither to
cut services nor raise rates,
this would not result in
elected councillors being

surcharges and martyred into .

Holloway or Pentonville
Prison.

The effect of a no rates,
no cuts position would be
either that the bureaucrats
would have a statutory oblig-
ation to implement cuts, or
that the council would som-
ersault into bankruptcy, and
the people then on the front
line would be council work-
ers for whom there would
be no wages, and the old and
the disabled for whom there

‘would be no services.

We are looking at with-
holding the police precept,
at rescheduling our debt and
other ideas, but these opt-
ions do not, at first glance,
appear vnable

So the question we must
concentrate on is, where do

- we go in the short term? In

the longer term, the return
of a -Labour government
committed to socialist pol-
icies must be our aim, but
what do we, elected councill-
ors, do in setting the rate for
next year?

SO0

..........
................

Margaret Hodge: ‘We are exammmg the optzons for con front-
ation’ A

_in by the new
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background

councils elected this May.

Islington had for some
years been an arena of battle
between an entrenched Lab-
our right wing and newer,
more left wing, members.
After the founding of the
SDP, this battle cu]mmated
with all three Labour MPs.in
the borough, and a majority
of the 50 (out of 52) Labour
councillors, going over to the
SDP.

Islington became the first
ever SDP council. But in
May an active, vigorous Lab-
our campaign swept out the
SDP. One SDP councillor
retained his seat by one vote,
the other 51 seats were
taken by Labour. ~

Accountability of Labour

- councillors to the Labour

Party — or lack of it! — had
been a central issue in the
previous political battles.
The new Labour group oper-
ates a probably unique syst-
em whereby major policy de-
cisions are taken by quarter-
ly joint meetings of the
councillors and the Local
Government Committee (an
elected joint committee of
the three local constituency
Labour Parties).

The July 19 joint meet-
ing, on the initiative of Soc-
ialist Organiser supporters,
resolved: “to formulate a
clear statement of intent: to
carry out our manifesto in
full " by the next financial
year without increasing the
financial burden, through
rates, on the people of the

borough

“We will prepare material
for mass distribution which
explains, simply, how much
extra funding this will re-
quire, our intention to

ISLINGTON is probably the
most left wing of the Labour

launch a mass campaign
et it, and our commitme
to carrying out our pol
even if the government ref
es to provide the money™.

The Labour council }
reversed all major SDP cu
promised a freeze on ren
helped fund an unemploy
centre, opposed discrimi
tion against gays in empic
ment, social services, a
housing; started plans to «
centralise council servic

-$0 that they are more ave

able and accountable, a
repeatedly and publicly st

- ported the NHS workers.

Yet as the Local Gove,
ment Committee put it
September: “Every person
Islington now faces the st:
choice of abandoning t
manifesto on which the L:
our Party swept to power
imposing a massive rate r
(of 40-50%) . to allow |
Central Government 1
again cutting its support
Islington Council”.

To combat both the
alternatives, the Islingt
Labour Parties’ policy is
campaign this autumn a
winter to get more mon
from the government... (1
start from the position tk

‘the rate burden should n

be increased, and that t
Government should make
the difference instead
imposing penalties™.

The policy is not a def
ite ‘no rate rise’ comm
ment. Such a commitme

- was proposed by Social

Organiser supporters for t
May manifesto, and defe:
ed. The actual decision
the rates will be next sprir
and many councillors a
Labour activists clearly fe
that, campaign or no cam
algn, rate rises are inevitabl

Turning outwar
for support

Nadine Finch
(secretary, _Islz'ngton Labour

Parties [Local Government
Committee)

ISLINGTON’S
against Heseltine so far has
been conducted amongst
Labour leaders and council-
lors and in the press.

It is now time that the

campaign reached the people

of Islington, who are those
who will gain from the new
and restored services brought
socialist

Pat Longman puts the
case against rate rises

SOCIALIST Organiser supp-

orters in Islington have arg-
ued against budget-balancmg

rate rises as an option.

We do not do this be-
cause we have a cut-and-
dried answer as to just how a
confrontation with the Gov-
ernment on the basis of no
rate rises/no cuts could be
managed to tactical advant-
age — for the next local SO
meeting (sec What’s On,
p.15) wc have invited an
expert on local government
law to discuss this — but be-
cause we feel that strategic
options should not be con-
fused by tactical problems.

The experience of Lam-
beth and Lothian showed
that Labour councils which
try to financc left-wing poli-
cies out of hard-press rate-
paycrs’ pockets end up los-
ing any will and any credibil-
ity as fighters against the
Tories, and sliding into cuts.

Working class people in
Islineton, as clsewhere in big

cities, have been hard hit by
rent and rate rises over rec-

ent years. ‘Socialism on the
rates’-will not get their supp-
ort — especially if the local
socialism is unable to do
anything decisive about cen-
tral problems like housing.

But the fight against Hes-
eltine is not only, or even
mainly, a question of what
councillors do.

Whether councillors are
whecled i1n tumbrils down
Caledonian Road, or the
Tories find more subtlc
methods, the outcome will

be decided by the action of

council workers, other tradc
unionists, and tenants. What
can be expected of socialist
councillors is that they give a
lead, use their position to
the maximum, and give all
support they can to local
workers and tenants.

Crucial is not what tact-
ics - we can work out next

spring — though that could
be very important — but the

campaign to rouse Islington
to revolt against both the
raterise and the service-cut
versions of Tory robbery
And it is for the campaign
that the raterise option is
damaging,

If Labour councillors
appeal to the people of Isl-
ington on the slogan — ‘Here
we stand, defiant against the
Tories! Mind you, next
spring we may have to back
down and raise the rates’
then the outcome is predict-

able. By next spring rate

riscs wil be not an option,
but the only option.

To make Islington’§ Lab-
our council more than a
humane administrator for
Tery policies with a few left
wing gestures,
mass campaign against Tory
policies. And for that cam-
paign we need a policy of no
rate rises, no cuts. -

Pat Longman is a Labour
‘councillor for St George’s
ward, Islington.

Campaign

we need a

Fabour Council and lose
the penalties imposed
Heseltine and the  To
government on the po
inner city area that i1s Islir
ton.

The Local Governme

‘Committee has booked t

Co-op Hall in Seven Siste
Road for a debate wi
national speakers on Jar

ary 21. The debate w
centre on possible solutio

to the economic a
employment problems
Islington.

Leaflets that can be us

by wards for their own loc

ised campaign, following ¢
from the large meeting, a
being prepared at t
moment,

"The debate will aim
obring in those not usual
interested in Labour Par
meetings, and the local cai
paigns will try to reach me:
vers of the communi
where they work, whe
they live, and where th
pass their free or unwag
time.

The need for the ca
paign to reach out to t
community in its ternto
cannot. be stressed enoug
Meetings in the Town Ha
and press statements issu

from the steps, will ney

reassure those who have se
all the promises and pla
of previous Labour adm
istrations disappear ov
night. We have to win th
confidence.

In the next few mont
by campaigning arou
employment, by suppo
ing the Health Strike a
opposing the disastrous pla
for the Archway Road, t
Labour Party has a chan
to put its presence where
mouth 1s.

The moves it makes
decentralise council servi
and bring them into the cc
trol of the people of Islit
ton will also be an acid t
of our commitment to t
people we haope are going
support us in the fig
against Heseltine’s policies,




ast week the
pamsh Soc-
st Party
7as the
yinner in a
amarkable
slection
asult.

- The most obvious feature
3 the unstoppable
vance of the Socialists.
PSOE’s share of the
Al vote was 48%; com-
ed with 31% in the 1979
e ns.
Given that the turnout
his time was 78%, com-
ad with only 68% in
9, this means that this
me, several million more
paniards voted Socmhst
An 3 years ago.
} Where did all these new
nes come from? Many of
m were ex-abstention-
s who in this election
pnsed a real possibility of
. Spam : -
Seeond the PSOE gained
s from other left-mng
. es, and in particular
the Spanish
JORY .. Party. Since
the CP, under the
rslnp of Santiago
has = passed
gh spht after split and
rge after purge. These
heavals have lost the
r much of its old autho-
in the eyes of sections
the working class.
he CP’s share of the vote
il from 11% in 1979 to
jos than 4% in these
joctions, as its former
ppporters decided not to
ste their vote. '
f In parhament the
nmunist representation
il be reduced from 23 to a
pere 5. By far the most
atic drop was in
1a where the PSUC
Cataloman CP) lost 7of

148,

-

“the

"its previous 8 members of

parliament — a clear result

of the bitter split between

the pro-Carrillo, Euro-
oommunist and t.he pro-
Moscow factions of the old
PSUC.

Carrillo has resigned as
CP leader because of the
party’s bad results.

Collapse
Dramatic as it is,” the

collapse of the CP’s vote

was not the determining
factor in the election.

That was the even more
sensational collapse of the
party which has ruled Spain

- since the first election after

Franco’s death, the Demo-
cratic Centre Union (UCD).

What was the majonty
political party of the Span
ish ruling class has almost.
completely disappearred.
In the 1977 election the
UCD had 165 seats, in 1979
it had 167. Now it is
reduced to 12.

But before going up in a
puff of smoke the party had
shattered into smithereens

like a pane ofglm In the

last months since Leopoldo
Calvo Sotelo took over the
premiership from Addfo
Suarez, the UCD has said
goodbye to five separate
groups Mefectors from
par entary part
One of those was led g
the man who led the UCD

The Gentre was crushed

Seats in the lower house, after the elections of-

March, 1979 Popular Alliance 9

Centre Basque
Communists 23 Demacrats 168 Nationalists 7
I Socialists 121 g7 Catalan

- - - .

l .....

Liberais 8

Carrillo — forced to resign
to victory in the two
previous elections, Addfo
Suarez, a former leading
Francoist bureaucrat.
Suarez was forced to resign
as premier in January 1981,

apparently under pressure

from the military.

His experiences seem to
have made him into a gen-
uine convert to bourgois
democracy, and in these
eleetions, leading his own
splinter party, the Demo-
cratic Social Centre Party
(CDS), he was the only one
of the bourgeois leaders to
defend with any conviction
the limited reforms of the

~ post-Franco pe riod.

Separating lnmself from
the rest of the bourgeois
parties, he made clear his
will to join a  coalition
government with the
Socialist Party. And had
the Socialists fared worse
and Suarez’s party better,
that might have been
possible. But as it turned
out, Suarez’ party obtained
only two seats, though he
hunself was elected ‘which

18 more than can be smd for

his successor as Prime
Minister, Calvo Sotelo.

The UCD and CDS's
share of the vote fell from

36% in 1979 to 10% this

time. And undoubtedly
about a third of those who
voted UCD in 1979,
sections of the middle class

genuinely committed to

democracy, voted for the
PSOEin 1982,

But the rest of the former
UCD voters this time voted
for the so-called Popular

Fraga, a long-time faithful
servant of dictator Franco

- as Minister and Ambass-

ador.

If one of the dra.manc
features of the election was
the political collapse of the
Centre and of the Commu-
nist Party, the other was
the rise of the Popular
Alliance (AP). ,

Its vote rose from a mere
6% in 1979 to over 26%.
Though its leaders profess
& formal adherence to
bourgeois democracy, they
are very quiet about their
commitment and their
campaign has been based
on extreme right-wing
rhetonc, lar ly about the

‘integri of the Spanish
natxon , law and order, and
the traditional values of the

family
It is hard to argue that
the AP is as yet any more of

a seriously organised po
cal party than the UCD

was. But its rise is definit-

ely a symptom of a growing

polarisation in Spanish
politics.

The AP is strongly assoc-
iated with a return to the
polmcs of Francoism.

Alhance led by Manuel

Ffaga — champion of the Right

- representation in

It was therefore very
important that during the
campaign, after a sharp
discussion, the CEOE (the
Spanish equivalent of the
CBl in Bntam) came out in
favour of a vote for ana s
party.

With 106 seats -in
Congress, the neo-Franco-
ist AP is now unquestion-
ably the second force in
Spanish politics. In fact the
only other significant forces
in Parliament are the right-
wing nationalists  of
Catalunya (Jordi Pujol’s
Convergencia i Union) and
of Euskadi (the Basque
Nationalist Party). Both of
them increased their
the
present parliament largely
because they took part the
declining UCD vote. Only
their defence of the nghts
of the oppressed nations
within Spain have miti-
gated the fundamentally
very right-wing nature of
both these parties. It has
lead them to oppose

national bourgeo
and of the PSOE.

is parties

‘month’s

- the -
centralism of both the

. . hoRlss Bk~
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:

SAMIT.

"THE PSOE went through

the election campaign arm-
ed with a single slogan:
For Change. And there is
no doubt that the over-
whelming majority of the
Spanish people voted in last
election for
change, many of ‘hem for
profound change.

In practice what changes
can the election of a PSOE
government be expected to
produce in Spain?

One starting point from
which to answer that ques-
tion is to look at the party’s
election programme,
though in the case of Spain
today, as I shall argue later,
there is even less reason
than wusual in Western
democracies to expect any
connection between what
the government does and

grammatic

- able.

its pmgranlme : |
But, for what it is worth,
the PSOE’s 47-page pro-

document,
surely even more boring to
read than the Labour
Party’s manifesto, is cert-
ainly a blueprint for change
in nearly all areas of Span-
ish society.

Under a Socialist govern-
ment, it says, there wﬂl be
a programme of reforms of
the legal and administrat-
ive systems, of the social
security and unemploy-
ment benefit laws, of laws
which impose sexual dis-
crimination, of the state

finances, of the energy dis- -
'tributiox} network and many

other things. o

Democratic freedoms
and rights will be streng-
thened. In foreign policy
Spain will move towards
non-alignment and hence
freeze its integration in
NATO pending a national

referendum about member-

ship.
The philosophy underly-
ing the document, howev-
er, is not, even rhetorically,
the pursuit of socialism — a
term which is not mention-
ed in the manifesto except
in the title of the party. It is
a pure democratic capitalist
philosophy consisting of
more freedom, more social
equality, and, above all, the
‘modernisation’ of Spain.

In all the 47 pages of.
changes suggested there is

nothing which would not in
abstract be supported by
most of the democratic sec-
tions of the capitalist class
the world over.

That is not to say that
from the standpoint of
socialists and oppressed
sections of the population
many of the changes, if
they could. be effected,
would not be .very desir-
Spain is still a long
way from granting even




ic democratic freedoms.

'he trouble is that the
JE proposes no really

ic changes which would

sr the underlying econo-
s inequality in Spain. In
iculture the PSOE pro-
mme -~ proposes many
nges — with the except-

of the basically needed

» of a radical land reform
ich would dispossess the
ze landowners.

n the rest of its economic
icy it suggests a more

vansionists approach and
re encouragement to the
iks to finance invest-
nt; but it proposes no-
ng which would reduce
: capitalist basis of the
mish economy.
t is capitalism’s desper-
thirst for profit which in
iin, as everywhere else
the capitalist world, is
ay creating mass unem-
yment on a scale un-
ywwa for decades.
'he best the PSOE can
is the creation of
},000 jobs over four years
about a third of the pres-
- number of unemploy-
. hopes to disguise
ne of the rest of the
blem by encouraging
ing people to stay longer
school and old workers
etire earlier. |
3Jut again it will leave
vate property inviolate,
ept for a plan to nation-
ie the national high tens-
electricity transmission
18,
)n paper the PSOE'’s
srnative economic policy
very much less radical
n that of the Mitterrand
reenment in France
en it was elected or that
.the Labour Party in

hm today.

F

. Reforms

[he British Labour gov-
ment of 1945-51, for
lance, undertook fe-
as which on the surface
infinitely more radical
p anything the PSOE is
¥y committed to.
; politics depended on
Ing more than written
rammes, it might be
ible to predict that
n now faced a period of
ical stability in which
b very mildly reformist
prnment which has just
p elected by such a
2 popular - majority

e fdr M e R e

‘For change was rhe Socialists’ smgle slogan

could get on with introduc-
ing its many marginal re-
forms, none of which seem

much of a threat to bourg-
_-eois power and could there- |
to be
-accepted with little more

fore  be expected

than formal resistance.
Scenario

The scenario of a stable
era of gradual reforms is
about as far from Spanish
reality as it is possible to
be. In fact the PSOE enters
office in the middle of a
very acute and rapidly
worsening economic crisis

and amid a permanent
‘short-term threat to any

kind of political demo-
cracy posed by the power-
ful Francoist army.

There are several separ-
ate but interrelated sourc-
es of instability and -
ential crisis which the Gon-
zalez. government will be
forced to contend with.

At the top of the list is

the economic situation.

Leading Socialist spokes-

persons often point to the

unacceptability of over two
million unemployed. But
they have a tendency to
- talk about it as if it were a

static problem which could
be gradually reduced by
their programme of re-
ducing the retirement age
to 64, reducing the working
week to 40 hours (in Spain
it is still longer) and raising
the school-leaving age,
while ameliorating the con-
ditions of those who re-
main unemployed by
spreading the right to bene-
fit which (even in a grossly
inadequate form) is receiv-
ed by less than 30 per cent
of the wunemployed at
present.

Such measures have no
hope of fully offsetting
continual increase in unem-
ployment which is resulting

from the wave of bankrupt-

cies of firms. These collaps-
es are also having major
repercussions in the fin-
ancial sector.

Many banks have failed
in Spain in the last five
years. And the latest was
only a week after the elec-
tions when the Banca Cata-
lana, the largest commerc-
ial bank in Catalonia, went
bust. At the same time a
run on the peseta began, its
value began to fall on world

-excuse for military

markets, and as a consequ-
ence inflation, already
rapid by European stand-
ards, started to accelerate.
From its programme
there is no sign at all that
the new government has a

policy which can solve the

interrelated problems of
rapidly growing unemploy-
ment, financial crises and
crashes, and a major run on
the peseta. It certainly has
no plan for any radical att-
ack on the rights of private
property such as would be

‘needed to begin to resolve

these roblems. So in the
early penod of the Socialist
government they will in all
probability get a lot worse.

The second acute immed-

iate problem faced by the
new government is the pol-
itical terrorism practised
by the Basque nationalists
of ETA. The day after the
collapse of the Banca Cata-
lana, ETA assassinated the
commander of the import-
ant Brunete Tank Regi-
ment, whose leaders were

heavily implicated in the

coup plot of February 23

1981.

Such effective anti-milit-
ary actions by ETA are not
the cause of the existence
of an ever-present tendency
towards military coups in
the Spanish army. The
basic cause of that is a large
and deeply reactionary
caste of Francoist military

officers feeling that over

seven years they have been
robbed of some of their
prestige and power and
economic privileges in
Spanish society.

- But the coup mentality
in the army is tactically aid-
ed if there seems to be an
action
to ‘stabilise’ the political
situation. And the actions
of ETA have up to now
been the most convenient
such pretext.

There was much talk
during the election that
Felipe Gonzalez might be
willing to negotiate a truce
with ETA. And while this
has been intermittently
denied by both sides, there
are elements in the RSOE
and in ETA who believe
that a negotiated truce is
desirable.

The ETA leaders can

hardly have failed to notice
that the electoral coalition

which supported - them,
Herri Batasuna, in  the
Basque provinces failed, in
spite of a vast expendlture
on propaganda, to main-
tain its share of the poll

compared with recent elec-

tions. If they have passed

‘their peak of popular supp- -

ort, then perhaps it is the
moment to negotiate.

The elements in ETA
who, by contrast, would
like to return to the old
days of military govern-
ment in Madrid are prob-

ably quite small. The fact

that they exist, however,
gives the organisation a
politically very erratic
character. ~
This problem is an exam-

ple of a more general one

— that of the power and
privileges of the military
in general.

Spain has the largest
repressive apparatus (army

and police) per head of its

population of any in West-
ern Europe. The great maj-
ority of its 1500 serving
generals are loyal to the

memory of dictator Franco,

who appointed them.

They are a permanent
and daily threat to any
reform or democratic ad-
vance in Spain. Their many
plots of political takeovers
in the last few years are
open secrets. Yet they re-
main impossible to control.

Even those like Milans
del Bosch, sentenced to
30 years in prison, are free
to continue plotting from
their comfortable cells. Col-
onel Tejero, the man who
invaded the parliament in
1981, was allowed to stand
in the elections, though his
candidacy received only
25,000 votes nationwide.

The PSOE talks vaguely

of the need to ‘modernise’

the army and at length to
convert it to a professional
one, but they have absol-
utely no idea at all about
what to do with the Franco-
ist officers. Even their plan
to reduce the jurisdiction
of military courts to soldiers
on duty, and similar obv-
1ous reforms, may provoke
the ire of the generals.

The PSOE leaders do not
even conceive of the poss-
ibility of anything more
basic like sacking the gen-
erals. In their programme
they refer to the army as a
whole as the guarantor of
the constitution, and call
for strong measures ag-
ainst those officers who plot
coups (the ‘golpistas’). The
touble for the PSOE and

for the people of Spain is .

that all the officers are
‘golpistas’.

. The PSOE leaders know -
this but realise also that

there is no way of dealing
with it within the confines
of their cautious parlia-
mentarism.

It is still probably true
that the great majority of
the bourgeoisie of Spain,
even in their present
agony, have not yet come to
believe that their problems
can only be solved by a
coup. And some of them

even have hopes of the soc-

ialist government.
But the AP leaders’
studied ambiguity about

- democracy must in general

strengthen the tendency

towards military coup.
Bourgeois support for

unconstitutional action

the Socialist victory

would no doubt rise fast if
led to a
renewed ‘upsurge of class
struggle in Spain. This, of

course, will not be at the

behest of the Gonzalez
government  leadership,
which never tires of calling
for moderation.

But the accentuation of
the economic crisis is forc-
ing growing numbers of
workers every day into con-
flict, merely to defend their
jobs.

In addition there is a
strong possibility that,
faced with economic real-
ity, the Socialists will, like
governments all over Eur-
ope, abandon their mild
expansionism in favour of
full-scale austerity, per-
haps even quicker than the
Mitterrand governmert in
France.

If such a move is re-
sponded to by a new wave
of workers’ struggle, then
the bourgeoisie might very
quickly abandon constitut-
ionality. They would have
no reason to tolerate a
Socialist government which
had lost its ability to control
the working class.

The final term in the
complex equation of Span-
ish politics is the church.
There are clear signs that
the church played less role

" in the elections than in the

two previous polls. Fewer
sermons were . reported
promising eternal damna-
tion for voting Socialist —
and this might have helped

- the PSOE’s vote in some

rural areas.
But Fraga’s campaign

~_concentrated very hard on

the elements of the PSOE

Gonzalez — pu‘ttin’g on a brave face as dangers loom?

programme which might be
expected to alienate the
Church - and especially on
the PSOE’s plans to legal-
ise abortion, though this
will be only when the life
of the mother is' in serious
danger when there is a
serious possibility of the
child being deformed, or

when the pregnancy is the

result of rape.

Since the election this

pledge has been taken up

by the Pope in his visit.

HIS call to Spaniards to
resist the Soc1ahst govern-
ment’s plans to legalise
abortion will be seized on
by the far right, and pe

haps used by the ‘golpistas’

as a pretext for a seizure of

power which among other
things would = ‘protect
Christian morality’.

A leaflet which fluttered
around the streets of Span-
ish cities the night before
the election said simply,
‘If the Socialists are elect-

ed your savings in the bank

will be in danger’; the next
one could add something
about forced infanticide
and nuns being raped in the
street.

The threat to Spain’s

limited democracy is now

very severe, even if an
immediate serious coup
attempt looks rather un-
likely. The Socialist leaders
almost certainly have at
least a little breathing
space to prepare for a
probable right wing att-
empt to destabilise the
country and overthrow

constitutional rule.

In the dramatic week
after the election — which
saw the collapse of a major

bank, the assassination of
an nnportant Francoist

‘general, and a call by the

Pope to mobilise against

‘the government in defence

of reactionary superstit-

~jons — the prospective
government dlsplayed
some disturbing signs

that it had no intention of
using its breathing space
to politically arm. and mob-

ilise its vast numbers of
potential supporters. On

the contrary it seemed
intent on lulling them into

 a profoundly false sense of

security.

In particular the assass-
ination of General Ramon
was greeted by Felipe Gon-

zalez with flattery and

conciliation towards the
armed forces.

When, just over 50 years
ago, Largo  Caballero
became Socialist Prime
Minister of Spain, he was
described (over-generous-
ly) as ‘the Spanish Lenin’.
Last week Feh e Gonzalez
looked more llke a Spanish
Allende. |

Not only in Spain but also

in other countries social-

ists, recognising the signifi- .
cance of the ousting of the
Francoists from the Span-

ish government for the first

time in 45 years, will be
preparing to defend un-
conditionally the new gov-
ernment against the imm-
ense threat which it faces
from the right.

But they will also fight
for genuinely radical mov-
es against the repressive
system in Spain. ‘Slow but
sure’ is no motto for the
coming struggles.

— P
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Lenin and the Russian workers’Revolutions

65 years

ago this
week the
Russian
workers took
power. What
made their
victory poss-
ible? What
caused the
later Stalinist

degeneration?

First of a
series of art-
icles by
Andrew
Hornung and

John .
O’Mahony

“THE Russian revolution-
ary movement will be vict-
orious as a movement of
workers. There is and can
be no alternative’’.

What astonishment must

have registered in that
prison -

vast, backward
house of nations and
peoples, - that perma-frost
block on progress, that was
19%th century Russia, at

these words of George

Plekhanov, spoken in 1889.

For Russia in those days
was a country with a tiny
working class numbering
about one million, while
there were over a hundred
million peasants. It was this
vast peasant mass that had
been looked to as the revo-
lutionary class by the then
dominant revolutionary
organisation, Narodnaya
Volya (Narodniks).

Plekhanov s words ex-
pressed the historic per-
spective of Marxism on the
working class, and were a
rejection of the views of the
Narodniks.

Lenin was then only 19.
He had already read

Marx’s Capital and begun

to ground himself seriously.
in its scientific method.

Born in the provincial
town of Simbirsk, into the
family of a schools admini-
strator, lenin was no
stranger to revolutionary
ideas other than Marxism.
His brother Alexander had
been hanged in 1887 for
pisnning the assassinstion
of the Tear. He had been o
member of the Nsrodmk
RSSO .

M £ &e execooe  of
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Local revolutzonary circles’ were the fi rst form of Marxist organisation in Russza Above Lenm (centre} wzth a group in St Petersburg 1895

| Beginnings of Bo

masses, how out of ‘the
People’ was crystallising
the proletariat, the modern
working class.

‘He also criticised the
tactics of the Narodniks,
who sent out heroic and
isolated ‘revolutionaries
with guns and bombs to
act in the name of ‘the
People’ and assassinate the
hated
Tsarist tyranny.

What he had to say in the
course of fighting these
terrorist tactics is particui-
arly instructive for us
today. ‘“We have never
rejected terrorism on prin-
ciple, nor can we do so...
The point is however, terror
is advocated [by the Narod-
niks] not as one of the oper-
ations the army in the field

must carry out in close

connection and in complete
harmony with the whole
system of fighting, but as
an individual attack, com-
pletely separated from any
army whatsoever. In view
of the absence of a central
revolutionary organisation,
terror cannot be anything
but that'’.

This was the period when
the new Russian working
class, recently driven into
the factories from the coun-
tryside, revolted against

their conditions and against
Tsarist tyranny, with wave

upon wave of mass, illegal
strikes.

Even the savage Tsarist
repression failed to quell
the movement of the work-

which was spontan-

representatives of

about developments in the
West European labour
movement. '
‘The
Labour Group comprised
the oldest generation of
Russian Marxists, like
Plekhanov, Axelrod, Zasul-
ich and Deutsch, and was
the powerhouse of Russian
Marxist analysis and prop-

“aganda.

With them, he arranged
for the publication of a
miscellany, ‘Rabotnik’
(Worker). Returning to
Russia, he arranged its
illegal distribution, and in
the autumn of 1895 set up
in St Petersburg the League
for the Struggle for the Em-
ancipation of the Working
Class and arranged for the
publication of a new illegal
paper, Rabochye Dyelo.

But just as the proofs
for the paper were finally
being checked, Lenin and
most of the other members
of the League were
arrested.

After a period in jail
Lenin was sent into exile in
Eastern Siberia. Here he
was joined by his comrade
Nadezhda Krupskaya.
They were married in 1896.

Neither jail nor exile
meant silence or inactivity.
This was a period of intense
political study, the monu-
ment to which is the mass-
ive work, ‘The Develop-
ment of Capitalism in
Ruseia’.

But he was cut off from
the working class, and un-

able to carry out the urgent
task of building a working
class revolutionary organis-
ation. From the time of his
release in 1900 he concen-
trated his entire energy on
this.

His firt idea was to
weak with the isolated
cxie work'. im which

was called Social Demo-
cracy until 1914). This cen-

Emancipation of

tralism was to prefigure
the unification and ideolog-
ical independence of the
working class.

Again he  travelled
abroad, realising that the
paper would have to be
produced outside Russia
owing to the close police
supervision there of their
every move. At the end of
1900 this work bore its first
fruit with the .appearance
of ‘Iskra’ (The Spark), and
then in January of the foli-
owing year a journal,
‘Zarya’ (Dawn), was pro-
duced.

Now he set about that
work that was to lead to a
breakthrough in Marxist
thinking, and in its practic-
al effects was to become
one of his most important
and most characterist
contributions to Marxism
as a revolutionary force:

the organisation of the

Russian workers’ revolu-
tionary drive into a fighting
party.

Although an attempt to
found a party had been
made in 1898 while he was
in exile, it had collapsed
almost immediately when
nearly all the delegates to
the founding conference
were arrested soon after it.

The period from 1894 to

the first Congress of the:
Party in 1898 had been, in
Lenin’s own words, one in
which Social Democracy
appeared ‘‘as a social
movement, as a rising of
the masses of the people
and as a political party’’.
Even the Zubatov ‘un-
ions’ — so-called because
they were ‘unions’ organis-
ed by the police chief
Zubatov — ‘led’ strikes,
even general strikes, in
h.rge cities, so great was
spontaneous will to
struggle of the working

Bat if Social Democracy
appesred now as 'a political

DY O L was a
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wus wpether. Lenir mnder-
stood, however, that what
was wanted was a ‘party of
a new type': something that

broke out of the scattered,
restricted work of the
Marxist educational and
leaflet-distributing circles
and became a factor on the
national political scene,
enabling the working class
in turn to unite organisat-
ionally and ideologically.
This ‘party of a new
type’ had to combine the
features of an organisat-
ionally secure unity capable
of escaping detection by the
secret police and of a politi-
cally trained and unified
group capable of directing
struggles surely and
singlemindedly. ‘

The period of the rise of

working class struggle in
the ’'90s was, however,
also the period of the rise
of the theory of ‘econom-
ism’, the view that econom-
ic, trade union struggles of
workers were in themselves
an adequate basis for the
political struggle of the

-working class, leaving the

sphere of the political
struggle to the domination
of the bourgeoisie.

All Marxists then agreed
that the first revolution in
Russia would be a bourg-
eois revolution. The
‘economist’ approach
meant surrendering the
working class in politics to
the leadership of that
bourgeoisie, while the
socialists concentrated on
trade unionism and general
propaganda.

The inevitable separatlon
between ‘economic strugg-
le’ and ‘political struggle’
that t.hls entailed made

economism the at first:

unwitting, and later con-
scious, ally of the revicion-
ism that had just reared its
head in Germany. The revi-
gionists wanted to trans-
form Social Democracy
fm a movement to over-
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and ‘Letter to a Comrade in
St Petersburg’.

The book showed how a

central revolutionary org-

anisation based on a scient-
ific programme could both
link together the fragment-
ed struggles of the working
class and also ‘link the
struggles of that class on a
whole series of fronts and
around a great variety of
objectives. It would do
this by forging out of these
disparate struggles an
organisational and ideo-
logical unity which would
be a crystal of the true
character of the proletariat.
This struggle to protect
the purity of the proletar-
ian character of the revolu-
tionary movement was con-
centrated within the revo-
lutionary party. But it had a
clear relationship to the
movement outside.

““The stronger our Party
organisations are, consist-
ing of real Social Demo-
crats, and the less wavering
and instability there is
within the Party, the
broader, the more varied,
the richer and more fertile
will be the influence of the
Party on the elements of
the working class masses
surrounding it and guided
byit’’.

In backward, = semi-
Asiatic Russia, however,
where the peasantry, the

‘bourgeoisie and the petty
bourgeoisie of both the .

town and the countryside,
as well as the working
class, were oppressed
classes, there was a great
danger that the working
class movement would fall
under the domination of
these far more numerous
classes. ,

The struggle against
false ideas developing in
and around the workers’
movement had to be coupl-
ed with an equally deter-
mined struggle against the
external class influences.

_

With the Second Con-
gress of the Russian Social
Democratic Labour Party in
1903 came an even greater

sharpening of differences

against Lenin were all those
who understood a ‘party’ to
be, as in the old sense of

the word, simply the same
side.

Such a conception was
entirely inadequate to the
founding of a ‘party’ whose
practice  and programme
was based on an underlying -
scientific theory, - whose
members would have to be.
steeled, dedicated, and pol-
itically trained. Lenin had-
to fight against many of
his one-time collaborators
to establish his ideas.

He won, but his victory
was shortlived: though his
Bolshevik (majority) faction
triumphed over the Men-
sheviks (minority) at the
Congress, the defection of
Plekhanov soon afterwards
to Menshevism put Lenin
in the minority. He resign-
ed from the Editorial Board

of Iskra.

Thus began a long and
bitter struggle in which he
fought not only his close
collaborators of the pre-
vious period such as Mart-
ov and Potresov, but also
his teacher Plekhanov. He
began to build up a faction
that was finally to emerge
in 1912 as the Bolshevik
Party. -

The split in 1903 is re-
ferred to in vulgar Stalinist
legend as already exhibit-
ing in fylly developed form
all the distinguishing traits
of both Bolshevism and
Menshevism, traits which
led the two factions to line
up on different sides of the
class barricades in the revo-
lution of 1917. In reality it
was no more than their
prefigurement.

A whole series of exper-
iences, struggles, reunifi-
cations, new splits and the

interchange of personnel

was necessary- before the

final crystallisation of the

two tendencies.

Many of the active work-
ers in Russia rallied to Len-
in against the ‘anarchic’
behaviour of the emigre
Menshevik intellectuals
who had overturned the
conference decisions. The
debates of this period were
anticipations of the burning
problems of the revolution.
‘““The approach of the great
storm was felt everywhere.
All classes were in a state
of ferment and prepar-

ation’’
Continued next week
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and discussed by the other sid

L

Chris Mullin’s recent novel, ‘A Very British
Coup’ (Hodder and Stoughton, £6.95) is
about a left Labour prime minister, Harry
Perkins, forced to resign by capitalist plots

'Chzle the key lessons about what Allende should have done dszerently? Or about what socialists orgamsmg in ependently:
from Allende could have done:

BRII.LI NT BLACK

CHANNEL 4 has opened
with a claim to give the news
from new angles - including
the left. We shall see.

Meanwhile television
drama continues to show
occasional brilliance in capt-
uring the struggle of the
working class.

The plays are usually put
on late at night when the
children are safely out of the
way of its influence. So it
was with ‘Boys from the
Blackstuff’, Alan Bleasdale’s
remarkable return to the
characters he depicted so
brilliantly in g one-off play
a few years agaq.

His six stories took the

energies of the Merseyside

road gangers whose attempts
to get rich had gone so dis-
astrously wrong, and set
them against the background
of Mrs Thatcher’s 1982. Un-
employed, harassed by social
security snoopers, beaten up
by police, held together by a
sense of community rather
than family, by humour, and
by a determined optimism
called into question only at
the last. *

The final episode saw the
death of George — the form-
er militant convenor of the
Liverpool docks * from can-
cer. He was pushed by his
.son down to the docks
where “he saw his first ship.
His final words were, “Those
days of long ago, they still
give me hope and faith in my
class. I can’t belleve there is
no hope ~

His wife had ea:lie_r
shouted at. her sons, who
were blaming workers for
refusing to come out on
strike, that they were defeat-

Peter Mcintyre
reviews ‘Boys from
the Blackstuff’,
shown recently on
Sundays on BBC2

ist. “I won’t have such talk
in my house”
George is

attack on the church. As
hundreds of mourners pack
into the church, the priest
tries to bury George under
his wrong name (the name
he was baptised under), and
is then stopped in his tracks
by George’s son when he
starts spouting about the
Kingdom of Heaven..

“You are not on. We
didn’t come here to listen to
this™, |

Later the priest is seen
vomiting into the gutter

after getting smashed at the

reception.

Two of the former gang-
ers go for a drink and find
themselves in a pub where
everyone is round the twist,
performing strange routines
in complete isolation from

the world around, them. The

pubhcan ~ rapidly going the

same way himself — points

at each in turn, naming the
factory from which he was
made redundant.

Chrissie, leaving the pub
gives a ﬁnal twist to George’s
optimism, saying, “You
know what he stood for.
Yeah, well that’s dead and

buried in a
scene which was a brilliant -

all”. .

This struggle between
optimism and pessimism is at
the heart of a series of plays
which always seemed to be
on the brink of going over
the top.

The social security
snooper trying to trap her
victim by selling her expens-
ive make-up through the

letter box, the revolutionary

falling to his death trying to
escape from a raid, when the

' .one modern part of a Victor-
ian building gave way: Yoss-

er [fughes — surely the per-
formance of the year by
Bernard Hill — trailing has
children in his wake as he
pounced on hapless passers
by with his keening mono-
logue: “Gi’ us a job. Go on,
gi’ us a job. I could do that.
I can carry things”.

But director  Philip
Swithe and Bleasdale always
held it together with a blend
of black humour and tragedy
that have rarely been com-
bined to such good ffect. It
wasn’t so.- much that you
didn’t know whether to
laugh or cry, but that you
were trying to do both at the
same time.

Scenes would switch
from total realism to set
piece  staginess.. . Yosser’s

children were to be- taken
into care. He barricaded
them in the house while the
social workers tried to per-
suade him to come out, talk-
ing through the letter box.
The next minute a gang
of apedike policemen had
char ed. through the back
door — “You dont reason
with shite” — and beat Yoss-
er to pulp while the goggle-

'S SIS T A
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“I had hoped to be denounced

" and manoeuvres. Last week Chris Mullin

— who is also editor of Tribune — discussed
the book with Martin Thomas from SO.

eyed social workers protest-
ed feebly through the win-
dow. It captured symbolic-

.ally the relatlonshlp between

the ‘caring’ side of the state
and its armed bodies of men.

I am sure Alan Bleasdale
would react against any att-
empt to characterise his
plays in terms of a precise
political message. It seemed
to me however that he had
perhaps caught the synthesis

Your novel ends with the
defeat of the Left. Obviously
in writing it you must have
had some idea of how it
could have ended in victory.
How?

I think Perkins should have
done a lot more to mobilise
the mass movement. Also, I
don’t think he should have
resigned when he did. He
should have stood up to the
blackmail.

You chose to write the story
from the point of the prime
minister, rather than any
other. Why?

[ tried to adopt a potentially
popular theme — to write a
political thriller. So I had to
consider what would appeal
to the widest number of
people.

~ Yes, it could have been
done from the point of view
of Fred Thompson, or of
somebody living in a council
house in South Shields...

Or the editor of Tribune...

But 1 don’t think there is
any public interest in the
view of the editor of Tribune
outside the ranks of _the

TUFF

between optimism and de-
spair which breeds the next
major upsurge of worklng
class anger.

It is better, of course,
that revolutionaries and soc-
ialists should keep their opt-
imism, but the iron will of
the class is forged some-
where between the two.

This series should be re-
peated, quickly, often, and
at prime time.

converted.

If you had written it from
the point of view of some-
one more ‘rank and file’ than
the prime minister, I'm not
sure that it would have been
less popular, but it would
have raised different
questions.

As % is, the main quest-
ion raised is, ‘what should
the prime minister have done
different?’ But for working
class readers, there is no
way they can decide about
the prime minister acting
differently, They may be
able to do something diff-
erent themselves...

From the point of view
of the editor of Tribune,
I don’t honestly think that
anything I could do would
influence the outcome in
Downing Street, and I
think we flatter ourselves
if we imagine otherwise.

The decisions that affect
the lives of most people in

this country are not taken

by those people themselves.
What you and I are aiming
for is a situation where the
decisions that affect the lives
of people are taken by the
people themselves. Before
we can even begin to make
progress in that direction,
we’ve got to convince people
who it is that is running the
counfry at the moment.

I'm not so sure that convin-
cing people about ruling
class power is the main prob-
lem. I think it’s more a
matter of convincing them
that this power isn’t inevit-
able — that working class
people can run _ society
instead, that it doesn’t all
depend on what decision a
prime minister takes.

1 agree. But 1 think we’re
talking about two different
novels. You’re talking about
one where we’ve arrived at,
or are well on the way to,
the promised land, and I'm

talking about - one where
accidentally. the electoral
process delivers up our kind
of government. I'm coping
with the reactions of the
existing established forces.

What about the reactions of
the existing forces that are
opposed to the Establish-
ment?

I do think Perkins could
have been far more involved
with the trade union move-
ment than he was. But he
was at least as much involved
as any of our leaders to date
have been — except of
course for those leaders who
are very much in touch with
the bigger and more right
wing block votes!

I could have written
learned articles in Tribune,
for example, or Socialist Org-
aniser, but they would reach
a very limited audience. My
purpose was to reach the
largest possible audience
with the message that the
real threat to parliamentary
democracy comes not from
the likes of you and me, but
from those who frequently
make the most noise about
the threat to parliamentary
democracy, in the ruling:
class.

The real threat to parlia-
mentary democracy comes
from the City, the press, the
higher levels of the civil
service; this is the message

~we’ve got to put over, to
get the other side on the

defensive.

Democracy in this coun-
try was not a gift from the
Conservative Party. It was
obtained by prolonged pop-

ular struggle.

A final question. You'‘ve had
a lot of reviews. What’s your
impression? Do you feel you
have succeeded in what you
set out to do?

My ambition was to be de-
nounced by the other side
loudly and publicly. And-
I’'ve only had a minor
success on that front.

But there’s still time. 1
would like to see the book
made into a television series.

T would like to set people

talking in the enemy camp
about whether this version
of events is true to life or
not.

George “can t belzeve there is no hope” Others belzeve just rhat... -
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Why support Militant ?

'WER THE last three years

ocialist Organiser has
:een in the forefront of the
hattle to democratise the
..abour Party: the decades-
-ong monopoly of power by
‘he PLP has been broken,
volicy-making was handed
yack, albeit w1th the ex-
p lusmn of the undemocratic
:rade union block vote, to
the members of the Pa.rty

Temporarily we have
oeen thrown back on the
defensive by the recent
NEC turn to the right, but
the long-term prospects for
a thorough democratisation
of the Labour Party and key
trade unions must still look
promising.

In mounting their count-
er-attack the Right have,
however, struck at the
Achilles Heel of the left
wing movement: the Mili-
tant. During the political
and constitutional battles
of the last period, Militant

Newslin

THE British gutter press

has predictably blamed the
Brixton disturbances of
Monday 1 November on
‘outside agitators’. Last
year the same newspapers
said that the massive inner-

city revolt by black youth

was the work of ‘four whit-
es on motorbikes’.

We expect to see this
kind of trash from Fleet
Street. But we do not ex-
pect to see it in the left-
wing press. Yet this week’s
Newsline (paper of the
Workers’ Revolutionary
Party) ran a front-page
story claiming that ‘outside
political groups’ had ‘cyn-
ically manipulated’
ton’s Front-Line youth into
rioting.

On 3 November a com-
plete Newsline leader was
devoted to attacking two of
those ‘outside groups’ —
Workers Against Racism,
plus its parent organisa-

Brix-

LIEN

have remained aloof, wall-

ed up behind their de-
mands for total nationalis-
ation of everything that
moves. |
Not only that, but they
hold to political positions on
major issues that put them

well to the right of even

bourgeois forces. On Ire-
land, they substitute a
mundane trade union econ-
omism for the political
dissolution of this imper-
ialist enclave in the North.
On gay rights, they are
outflanked on the left by
the Young Liberals. On the

- Falklands, they even pro-

posed that their own mem-
bers should join the Armed
Forces. On CND, they ab-
stain, saying it is a divers-
ion from selling the paper.

Why are these archaic
positions still held to by
a current that imbibes the
rhetoric of revolutlonary
Marxlsm‘P

tion the Revolutionary
Communist Party.

The Newsline version of
Monday’s events goes like
this: everybody in Brixton
supported Lambeth Coun-
cil’s plans to demolish the
Front-Line. Furthermore,
the ‘handful of evictions’
that took place ‘went off
with scarcely any bother’.

Even the presence of 500
police, including the not-
orious new Instant Respon-
se Units, would not have
sparked off any trouble had
it not been for WAR and
the RCP: ‘The police over-
kill would have looked even
more ludicrous if there
wasn’'t some ‘aggro’ gen-
erated on the ground. Enter
the RCP’. |

The rest of the Editorial
is given over to accusing
WAR and the RCP of being
agent provocateurs.

Newsline apparently
shares Fleet Street’s racist

amino-gcids
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Ted Grant — aloof and
archaic?

The answer lies in a form
of political organisation
practised by the Militant
newspaper that has effect-
ively insulated its leading
core from the major politic-
al developments of the last
three decades. For Ted
Grant and Peter Taaffe, the

view of black people: that
they are not capable of re-
sponding to a military-
style occupation of their
community without being
‘put up to it’ by outside
agitators. Worse  still,
Newsline denies that Brix-
ton’s black community

had anything to riot about
on 1 November.

The Editorial claims that

everyone in Brixton sup-
ported the demolition of the
‘festering slums’ on the
Front-Line, except for
WAR and the RCP. This,
of course, is precisely the
lie propagated by Lambeth
Council and the police, who
say that demolishing the

 Front-Line is merely about

cleanng up slums and petty

~sCrime.

On 1 November Brix-
ton’s black community
demonstrated that they
know better — that the

offensive against the Front-

DIABETES is the world’s
fastest growing disease,
and the West’s third bigg-
est killer, after cancer and

heart failure.

These facts underlie
a developing battle be-
tween drug companies

Eli Lilly of USA and Novo
Industri of Denmark for
dominance in the UK mark-
et for insulin — one of the
hormones produced by the
body to control blood sugar
levels, which is lacking or
absent in diabetics.

The battle is about sell-
ing synthetic human insul-
in, which is about to be-
come available thanks to
new biotechnological tech-
niques. It is taking place in
Britain at least partly be-
cause it is easier to get new
products licensed liere than
in the USA.

One of the techniques
involved is genetic engin-
eering, something that has
been much discussed but
little understood. But first
we need to look at how
insulin is made. -

The human body makes

~Insulin first as an inactive

parent molecule — pro-
insulin, a small protein

e : - molecule made up of 86
Genenc engmeermg — fashzona c ut un med a

called
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women’s movement is an
irrelevance, something of
no significance whatsoever
for working class people.

Unfortunately, and 1
don’t like having to say
this, the Militant is an ossi-
fied sect, incapable of any
application of
Marx’s tradition to today’s
problems. It occupies a
1940s time-warp which In
practice entails that the
current will become a gen-
uine obstacle to a thor-
oughgoing  politicisation
and democratisation of the
Labour Party.

It has not been possible

for the women’s and gay

movement, the campaigns

for withdrawal of troops

from Ireland, or any of the
other progressive move-
ments of the past few
years, to express them-
selves through the Militant

as an organised tendency.
within the Party.

e gutter

‘Line is about smashing

resistance in what has be-
come a ‘no go’ area for the
police. When the revolt
began Lambeth Council ran
for cover. One councillor in
particular did not know
which way to turn; Opposi-
tion leader Ted Knight who
had drawn up the demolit-
ion plans jointly with Tory
Council leader Robin Pitt.

For reasons best known
to itself, Newsline is an
unreserved admirer of
Ted Knight. It has given
him and Lambeth’s Lab-
our Group extensive compl-
imentary coverage. When
Knight needed a scape-
goat to explain the cause of
the Front-Line revolt,
Newsline rushed to the
rescue with its red-baiting
attack on WAR and the
RCP.

Newsline is entitled to its
political views. It is not
entitled, in what is meant to

If we are to polmcally
disarm the right wing and
win the mass of working
people to our views, then
we have to be simon-pure
in both our ‘socialism’ and
our ‘democracy’

To defend tlie Militant -

today in the present battle
with the right wing is to
misunderstand the immen-
sity of the tasks that face
us and the practical meas-
ures that need to be taken
to win workers to socialism
and democracy. -
Hence I would advocate a
policy of non-support for
Militant in the present
struggle, on the basis that
we can’t support a current
with which we so funda-
mentally disagree and
which fails to understand
the very nature of the ‘new

working class democracy’

we all wish to create. -
. ALAN CAMPBELL,

Withington, Manchester.

be a labour movement pub-

Jication, to print statements

that help the British state
do its dirty work.

Its slanders about ‘provo-
- cateurs’ assist the police

in their efforts to frame up

 individuals and organisa-

tions on ‘conspiracy’ and
‘incitement to riot’ charges.
Its lies about why and how

the Front-Line erupted con-

tribute to the Govemn-

ment’s strategy of isolating

and criminalising black
people.

We urge all anti-racists,
all black and labour move-
ment organisations, to
denounce Newsline’s
coverage on Brixton in the
strongest possible terms.
We ask you to provide .us
with the nght of reply to its
slanders by publishing this
letter.

Workers Against Racism,
London ES8. ~

special gene in our DNA
which codes for pro-
insulin). The whole thing
twists up into a three-

dimensional tangle, and is

prevented from unfolding

by three pairs of amino-

acids becoming joined by

little chemical bridges.
Then 35 amino-acids

are dropped out of the

middle of the chain, leaving

two separate chains joined
by these bridges. The A-
chain has 21 amino-acids,
and the B-chain has 30. The
molecule is now active and
is called insulin.

All these changes are
carried out by little chemi-
cal machine tools called

- enzymes.

The usual source of insul-
in for diabetics is the pig or
the cow — their insulins

~are almost (but not quite)

the same as human insulin.
For example, pig insulin
has a different R30 amino-
acid.

This difference may
cause problems with some
diabetics, whose bodies
may produce anti-bodies to
what seems like a danger-
ous invader.

Novo’s contribution to
solving this problem con-
sists in using an enzyme to
chop off the offending B30

Knocking the
spots off E. coli

and replace it with the
correct amino-acid. This is
really quite simple, once
you have discovered such
an enzyme (probably in
some obscure fungus).

Lilly plumped for the
fashionable but wuntried
technique of genetic engin-
eering.

They made genes for the
A- and B-chains of insulin,
and introduced them into
Escherichia coli, a humble
bacterium found in billions
in the gut of the SO science

correspondent, in common-

with all other humans.
These  insulin-producing
bacteria are disabled by
various mutations to pre-
vent them being able to
colonise the colon of an
unsuspecting lab tech-
nician.

The A- and B-chains are
purified and then joined in
the correct way to make
human insulin.

The process works well
in the laborabory, but there
are problems in scaling up
for commercial production.

First, E. coli doesn’t
need to make insulin. In-

. deed, it's a lot more com-

petitive with its fellows if it
doesn’t make it, so there is

strong evolutionary press-

ure for it to lose the ability

THE caption under the
pictur® accompanying my
article on the Northern Ire-
land elections {SO 106] got
a number of things wrong.
The Republican move-
ment has not ‘abstained
from elections’ for 60 years:
they have in fact contested
elections at various times
in both the Six and Twenty-
Six Counties. ‘Republican
abstentionism’ is a refusal
to sit in the ‘partitionist

parliaments’ north and
south of the Border when
they won elections.

The supporters of the
Republican side origilially
seceded from Dail Eireann
over the
years after the Republican
defeat in the civil war,
most of the TDs [MPs]
followed De Valera into the
Dail when he founded Fian-
na Fail.

Since then, to take seats
won or not to, together with
the concomitant commit-

ment to physical force, has

divided Republicans from
those (like - Fianna Fail)
who share their nationalist

by Les Hearn

to make it.

Secondly, for the same
reason, there is no adverse
effect to E. coli if a mutat-

tion happens in the insulin

gene (rendering it useless

~or dangerous to humans).

Such a mutation might
make a human less fit for
survival, but wouldn’t
worry E. coli, which doesn’t
need insulin anyway.

The insulin market is
big business — with a value
of $400 million per year
(expected to double by
1986). In contrast, little
money 1is going towards
prevention of what seems
to be a disease caused by

‘unhealthy high sugar diets.

It even seems that the
wider availability of human
insulin does not represent
much of a step forward in
reducing some of the terr-

ible side-effects of dia-

betes — namely, blindness

and deterioration of blood

vessels . necessitating
amputation. This probably

requires more research into

how to mimic the pattern
of secretion of insulin by
the human body.

All in all, synthetic hum- -
an. insulin represents a

small step for humankind,

~ but a large step for the drug.
industry.

erteback

Treaty. Three

We invite readers

to send us their

letters, up to a

usual maximum

length of 400 words.
Send to

‘Writeback’,

Socialist Organiser,

c/o 28, Middle Lane,

London NS.

Ballots und
bullets

aims.

In the '50s, during the
IRA military campaign on
the Border, the Republi- -
cans ran candidates, and

even won elections on the

abstentiqnist ticket. As a
matter of fact, their pro-
portional vote then was not
very different from what it
was in the recent election.
What has happened
now is that for the first
time since the Catholic

“revolt got under way, the

Republicans are combining
election campaigns with
their military activities.
The change has not ent-
irely depended on the Rep- -

‘ublicans. For example, in

the 1973 elections to the
Assembly, Sinn Fein would
not have been allowed to
participate by the British
government, even if it
wanted to. Both British
government policy and
Rep ublican abstention all-
owed the SDLP, which then
embodied and expressed
the common policy of the
Dublin and London govern- .
ments for the Six Counties,
to have a clear field as the

‘political representative of

the Catholic community’.
In a certain sense it
reaped the political benefits

~ of the military campaign

which forced the British
government to scrap the

Protestant Ascendancy
parliament at Stormont and

to seek new structures.

The SDLP vote has been
in decline since the mid
708, probably as a result
of a growth of abstentionist
attitudes among Catholics.
Most of the Republican
votes seem to have come
from previous abstainers
rather than from the SDLP
vote at the previous

election.
JOHN O’ MAHONY -

London.

Advertisement

/o
W“'A‘(,‘
% “Workers
RE gocialist
| Review 2

FAI-KLANDS'
meﬁ wAR?

=

—
. . . 1
DT W’r PRREY.

L

- -
.

-

Socialist Review
nc. 2 includes: .
debate on the Falklands/

Workers’

Malvinas; Bob Sutcliffe on
Argentina in the world econ-
omy, articles on Lebanon,
Central America, Poland,
South Affrica, France. o

80p with supplement, plus
20p p&p, from WSL, PO
Box 1335, London N1 ODD




.
N .
. . - "
4 . - >
- . N - . . - " N . . L "
* - . C . e -
5
. o . :
i . % [’
: o
. . -
. N
- A
. 3 P
. . s ¢ g
. . b, .
. . . ‘3 ‘
. : : ) .- >
. . . &
, B3 . -
. v - e
3
, - .y b
: . i,
- . 3
o . N <t
e, e 7 4 L AW
: e £3 § > ¥ N -
. ‘ . wor ~ ot A S . o ‘-;1
e ~: ¥ %
. : H ,g.(~
N . (7
. ) ‘. ¥ b
A 1‘\-@ . Cod -
L] : . & 4 <
- % ; 2
2 ¢ BN &
~ : - e #
. . ' - \d‘
¥ W
! h H » =
N e A
. 4
4 .
e -
) - . 1 Py : .. ]
.
a (ff
2 t
' Y
. H
-
. . . A o
- ’
. . R g -

Y o, o SANIRAC B i Nt TN PR - T T
o . Pt . .

FOR THOSE of you who
don’t realise the scale of
attacks on young people in
this country, you only have

to look at the Tories’ new

‘Young Workers Scheme’.
it is presented as a
scheme to encourage small
employers to take on young
workers. If they pay them
less than 240 a week, they

get a £15 bonus from the

.government.

So the average wage of

young workers has dropped
dramatically in the last few

months. Big industries are
also taking advantage. U

the Wages
Council agrees to employ-.
ers’ demands, 13,500

‘young farm workers under
20 will have their pay cut

from £42.40 a week to

£28.16. ,.

- JOHN HARRIS

‘block

This will only be the
beginning, unless the trade
unions are prepared to

= A Healey goi;erﬁment will not serve the working class’

 Socialists are

the scheme — if -

by Mick Liggins

le of attacks on youth. Last
week in Brixton we saw

another. |
Class Fighter supporters
in the Labour Party Young
holding a

conference on the weekend

of November 20-21 to dis-.
cuss what we can do ag-.

ainst these and many other
attacks on young people.
We'll be discussing YOP

- schemes, the unemployed,

young women, black youth,
gay youth, international
80 and many other
issues. | .
Another big topic at the

hunt inside the Labour
Party. It looks like the LPYS
is going to be a prime

target of the right wing.

‘They may go to disaffiliate

us from the party or restrict
us. We need to be prepared

"for this situation, and the

conference will decide what
we will do. One idea is a
conference of YS branches

What kind of
government ?

against the witch-hunt.

The conference is open to
young people who are look-
ing for a real fightback ag-
ainst the Tories, not t(lb,-
thumping speeches that
usually mean nothing __
but proposals for action.

The conference will be
passing resolutions and el-
ecting a new steering com-
mittee. Most of the dis-
cussions will be held in
workshops, so that every-
one will feel confident to
speak, and we can cover a
wide range of issues.

The cost of the weekend
will be £2.50 if you’re work-
ing, and £1 if you’re on the
dole. If you have no income
at all, the conference will
cost 50p. There will be -a

. social with bands on Sat-

urday night. .

Transport will be organ-
ised from most areas, and
we want a real push in the
last few days. If you want
more information on the
conference, ring us on

- . .

The last%SO '
delegate
meeting disc-

. central

ussed what

we mean by a
‘workers’
government’

We argue that it is not
enough to get a new Labour
government — though the
achievement of such a
government even under a
Dennis Healey is of course a
objective of the
labour movement. We need
more. We need to fight for

“accountability in the labour

movement and for socialist
policies. And we need fto
organise and agitate to push
that fight to the most radical
conclusions. |
With the present political
positions of the Labour
Party and even of the leaders
of the left, we will get a
Labour government which is
fundamentally more of the

. same, possibly with radical

trimmings. It will not serve
the working class, and in
present conditions it will not
be able to adequately serve
the ruling class. It will not

even placate them.
The right wing know

tion arises
tremely low increase this
year in the threshold for
parental
Students are supposed to

g ) R Y
T
%

Grants have already declined severely in real value

Students face
grant cutback

| The Tories have said that this year'’s ‘offer’

for students is 4

- ‘SORRY! Your grant hasn’t
"~ That’s the reply welfare

officers are having to give
to students who don't
understand
cheques are on average

why their

£137 lower this year.
The figure of £137 comes

from a National Union of

Students survey at Stirling
University, and the reduc-
1 from the ex-

contributions.

rely more on money from
their parents, but the Stirl-

ing survey found that only -
50% of students get the full

amount allowed for from
their parents.

This year’s NUS grants
claim demands the raising
of the threshold for parent-
al contribution from £6600.
to £9000, and a £5 per week
increase (11 or 12%, not

6% as previously reported

in SO), to restore the grant

tuis: and so they want to
make tl.e Labour Party a
stable bourgeois governing
party again by means of a
purge.

The only serious alterna-
tive to the right wing pro-
gramme is for the Left to go
forward — to fight for a
Labour government which is
controlled by the labour
movement rather than the
established state apparatus
and which starts a real attack
on  the wealth and
entrenched power of the
ruling class. We propose a
fight to transform the labour
movement so that it
becomes able to create such
a government.

- As
Marxists, we believe that
there must be a socialist

revolution — a clean sweep -

of the capitalists and the
establishment of the state
power of the working class.
The big majority of the
labour movement don’t yet
share our views. But a com-
mon need and determination
is shared to oppose and fight
the Tory government and to
oppose any moves, even by
the Labour Party in govern-
ment, to load the cost of
capitalist decay and crisis
onto the shoulders of the
working class. o

We can organise a joint
fight for a workers’ govern-
ment which begins the

revolutionary

BConference to organ-

&

Socialist Organiser no. 108 November 11 1982 Page 13

NOLS conference

Saturday November
13,11.30-5, ULU,
Malet St, London

WCI. 6-8: public
meeting with speak-
ers from NZS, NUS,

and Solidarnosc.

jise the left in NOLS,
open to all Student
Union and Labour
Club activists.
Registration £2
(grant), 50p (no
grant).

%. Jane Ashworth reports.

to its 1980-81 value. i

What makes this claim
more comprehensive than
previous ones is the call for

a minimum grant of £26 a

week for all fulltime stud-
ents. This will primarily
affect tech and FE students
300,000 of whom don’t get

~ apenny at the moment. £25

brings them in line with
people in colleges on Youth
Training Schemes.

The government will not
concede without a big
fight, and is likely to ‘offer’
loans instead of grants.
NUS is planning a lobby of
Parliament for the £20
minimum on November 17,
and demonstrations in Lon-
don and Glasgow on the
19th. Motions are needed
for the Christmas NUS
conference to instruct the
Exec to organise more
activities.

By spring, .when the uni-

versities announce
packages of redundancies

" the power and wealth of the

bosses, they would strike
back, using their army and
state forces.

Rhythms

Even under a workers’
government, the working
class itself would only serve
and protect its own interests
by organising itself outside
the rhythms, norms and
constraints of Parliamentary
politics, expanding its
factory shop  stewards’
committees, combine com-
mittees, trades councils, etc.,
and creating new action
committees, to be an indus-

~trial power that could as

necessary dispense with the

Parliamentarians.
But to counterpose the
full revolutionary = pro-

gramme of a state based on
workers’ councils to the
actual political processes
within the actual labour
movement is to make the
revolutionary  progr
empty words. To the labour

 movement activists engaged

- in the

objective of a

assault on capitalist power. .

That does not mean losing
ourselves in consoling
fantasies: if the Labour
Party really were to strike at

‘the full revolutionary impl-

fight for Labour
democracy and socialist
policies, we propose the
Labour
government based on the
labour movement and taking

serious measures against
capitalist power.
We propose this to

serious reformist and semi-
revolutionary militants,

without demanding prior

agreement on our view of

and increased hall fees,

amme

-

we need to have built up

joint union committees in
the colleges ready for unit-
ed action. .

Joint activities by stud-
ents and campus workers
to support other public
sector workers against the
government can  help
develop this unity. Student
union meetings should in-
vite trade union activists

to speak about their
struggles.
Socialists should put

motions to CLPs and Trad-

es Councils supporting the

NUS claim and opposing
the Tories’ attempts to
cut courses, numbers and
jobs — and to abolish the
grants system. -

LPYS  branches too
should back the campaign
for a minimum grant.
Invite a speaker to discuss

how to involve school stud--

ents and the unemployed
— the people who stand to
benefit if we win.

cations of such an objective
— and trust to the logic of
the class struggle to provide
the basis for our interven-
tion to secure the further
development of those impli-
cations. -
There is no need to seek
doctrinal guarantees, elabor-
ate calculations about future
possibilities, slogans designed
to sew up all questions in
advance, or fearful formulas
which  place

opportunist dangers above
the job of developing the
logic of the class struggle
now.

Whatever the guesswork,

the slogan of a workers’
government has in any case a
tremendous educational
value in organising and rally-
ing the left.

Awvailable

28 Middle Lane, Lon-
don N8 for 60p incl.

- postage.

-
. .

Socialist students in

face

protection
against hypothetical future

by Sarah Veale

(vice-president welfare
of NUS)

THE National Union of
Students recently publish-
ed a ‘Report on Student
Housing’ which provides an
in-depth at student
living conditions, and mak-
es a number of recom-
mendations. =

The main problems for
students are the high rents
in private accommodati

accommodation
‘and the low level of council

property available to stud-.
ents and young single -
people. - o

The majority of students

- not living in college halls.

live in private sector ac-
commodation. Rents are
usually high, yet students
are prevented from receiv-
ing more than a few pounds
in rent allowances because
the ‘board and lodgings’
element of the grant is
deducted a i

not. .

The 4% ‘increase’ in the
student grant this year has
made students one of the
poorest sections of the
community, yet they are
excluded from many forms
of welfare benefit.

One of the recommend-
ations of the Report is that
students and young single
people should have far

council

. easier access to

housing than they do curr-
ently. It also calls upon
local authorities to make
short-life housing available
to students, and to take
over private houses which
have been empty for more
than one year, and let them
to young single people as
well as families.
- Many students who are
desperate for accommoda-
tion end up signing licen-
ses {(a form of contract
which exploits a loophole in
the Rent Act and affords
tenants none of the usual
protection offered by legis-
lation) and paying extort-
ionate deposits. Students
and young people who are
under 18 rarely gain inde-
pendent access to rented
accommodation because of
problems with contracts
for ‘minors’. |

NUS advocates a limited
amount of new hall of resid-
ence provision, in places
where it does not already
exist such as North East
London  Polytechnic, al-
though survey returns
indicated that after
their first year few stud-
ents want to live in hall.

The emphasis in the -
report is very much on
young single people, not
just students, as many of
the difficulties faced by
faced by all

incomes.
that the
should amend the Rent
Act and the Housing
(Homeless Persons) Act to
afford more protection to
tenants, and that local
authorities should make
specific provision for young
single people.

haps, under a Government
which represents the prop-
erty-owning class.
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jobs

“disaster

ON top of all the savage
already
carried out in Scotland in
recent years, Scottish wor-
kers are now threatened
with another round of
swinging job cuts.

Top of the current hit-list
is the Ravenscraig inte-
grated steelworks, which
faces either complete
closure, or the closing down
of the major part of its
operations.

At Ravenscraig itself,
5,000 jobs are now at risk,
plus also — just in the
short term — another
7,600 in associated indus-
tries.

The entire production of
the Polkemmet colliery
(1,400 jobs) goes to Ravens-
craig; steel is British Rail’s
biggest freight customer in
Scotland; steel and associa-
ted industries consume
5% of the total electricity
output in Scotland, and the
drop in the demand for
electricity would in tum
lead to further job losses
in mining, etc. ...

Unemployment in the
North Lanarkshire area,
where the plant is situated,
is already running at
21.6% . Closure of Ravens-
craig would lead to a jump
of 50% in the unemploy-
ment rate.

Nor is Ravenscraig
the only section of. the
Scottish steel industry

under threat: Clydebridge
is closing on November 13,
with a cost of 575 jobs;
the closure of Parkhead
Forge (350 jobs) has also
Glen-
garnock and Dalzell would
inevitably be shut down in
the wake of any closure
of Ravenscraig.

Not even Clydesdale and
Imperial Calder are safe.
They produce for the North
Sea oil industry, currently a
at a low ebb. The axing of
50 jobs at the Clydesdale
tube works was announced
at the b g of Octo-
ber, and two days later over
130 redundancies at the
Imperial works.

In the Central Region of
Scotland, scene of recent
collapse of the Carron Iron
Works, the major threat

" to jobs is in aluminium: the

possible closure or cutbacks
at the British Aluminium

picket i

STRIKING Asian workers'at
the Sandhar and Kang cash
and carry in Coventry last
week returned to the picket
lines and restarted High
Court proceedings to try to
reverse the injunction decis-
ion made against them sever-
al weeks ago. |

The strikcrs believe that
the court decision may be in
their favour, despite the less-
ons of previous
which showed that trade un-
ion solidarity and pressure
on the local union officials
ar¢ the ways to win — not
confidence in - the legal
system,

The local TGWU dlstnct :

committee. meeting voted
overwhelmingly = not to

Other job

disputes -

(BACO) rolling mill In
Falkirk, due to ‘rationalisa-
tion’ in the wake of the
takeover of BACO by
Alcan UK,

(BACO lost £3.7 million
in the first six months of
this year; in the same-

period Alcan UK lost
£13 2 millions. By the logic
of capitalism therefore the
latter took over the former,
a welcome boost to BACO
shareholders. During the

merger talks the value of

their shares jumped

40%).

BACO employs 2,500

~workers In Scotland, and

the jobs of another 7,500
workers in service indus-
tries ‘are dependent upon
BACO’s operations. But
Alcan UK has ‘expressed
confidence’ in the BACO
plants in the West High-
lands, Fife, and Glasgow
(a total of 1,400 jobs).
The major threat is to the
BACO Falkirk mill (1,060

jobs).
Other major threatened
job losses in Scotland

include the closure of the

- Hunterston oil-rig terminal

(1,100 jobs), which has
now run out of contracts,

- and the closure of the

Kinneil colliery (324 jobs).
| losses could
result from cutbacks
in rail and road transport,
the possible closure of a

number of Job Centres, -

and cutbacks in Direct
Labour Organisations
throughout Scotland.

Fighting back will not
be easy.

But the only effective
campaign is one based on
the strength of the working

class.
- It would be kidding our-

selves to think that just
raising the right demands
will automatically gal-
vanise workers into action.
Organising for action
will take a real fight,
against a variety of ob-
stacles, not the least of
which is the present leader-
ship of the unions.

But unless we dc that
work, literally tens of
thousands of jobs in the
Scottish region will go. -

Stan Crooke

S&K buck on

recommend that the strike

be made official. The leading

local bureaucrats argued this
on the grounds that the
strikers acted against their
advice, and several district
commlttee members who
had assured the strikers of
their support refused to back
the call to make it official.
However, the strikers
have decided to build further
links with the Birmin gham
S&K workers and the Asmn
women strikers at Randi’s,
also in Birmingham. They
intend to hold pubhc mccet-

ings and a picket of the reg-.

ional T&G offices, too.

Messages/ monc,y S&K

strike committec, cf/o 88
King George’s Ave, Coventry

CPSA

SINCE the, unanimous reject-
ion by the Oxford DHSS
strikers ot the offer recomm-
ended for acceptance by
president
Roddy at their mass meeting

B on Wednesday 27th, the

strikers have started vlsltmg
other offices to get support
for their strike.

At the moment the CPSA

section executive advice 1S

that this is
money.
Paul

only to waste

Howarth, SCPS

branch secretary, told us on -

Monday, ‘This weck we’ll be
visiting other offices in Lon-
don and on the south coast.
We had a good response
from Kensingion and Padd-
ington, who asked what
action they coutd take to
support us.

‘Next week  we'll be
sending people to South
Wales and to the south west.
At the recent SCPS special
conference, we
magnificent £500.

‘We’ve extended the pick-
eting to all three wgates of

~Government Buildings, Mars-

ton Rd, from 6am to Spm,
and we’re trying to stop post
going out between 3pm and
Spm. We necd support on
this.

‘We’re stopping the post
for the tax and map offices

Fighting
Rayner

THE ‘Nottingham Campaign
Against Rayner’ was set up

in June on the initiative of
local activists in the DHSS,
Dept. of Employment, and
- Manpower Services Commis-
sion branches of CPSA, in-
cluding SO supporters.

It came partly from the
lack of decisive leadership
by the Militant-dominated
DHSS section executive of
CPSA. The campaign was
joined by Claimants Action
Nottingham, and
we produced leaflets for the
Trades Council and Labour
Party branches. -

We argued for opposmon
to:

* closure of job centres,

* introduction of empl-
oyers’ statutory sick pay,

* ethnic monitoring,

* and special claims
control.

The group is now trying
to form effective opposition
to the postal claim form due
to be introduced on Sept-
ember 6. Faced with no lead-
ership from the section exec-

utive committee, we arc like-

ly to have to take unofficial
action, leading to suspens-
ions, all with no backing or
strike pay.

The campalgn was heart-
ened by the response of the
Birmingham and Oxford
strikers, who totally rejected
the scll-out proposed by
CPSA president Kevin Rod-
dy in person.

~The section executive
committee must now surely

accept what the Socialist

Caucus and the SO civil
service group have becn
arguing — and spread the
strikes, taking in any fight
on new procedures, for ex-
ample the postal claim
form, as »art of a united

national fight on cuts and

job losses as a whole.

It this lead i1s not given
by the SEC, then therc is a
real need for a national dele-
gatc conference of rank and
file activists and workplace

- representatives to meet and

discuss sprceading the strikes.

Our group will be plcased

to  hecar from uany other
anti-Rayncer groups. |

* Nottingham Campaign ag-
ainst . Rayner, (£ Steve
Batilemuch, 1202 Victoria
Centre, Nottingham.

Kevin

raised a |

together

- ¢s department

h [DHSS strikors
(tour for su Port stay out

because management is send-
ing DHSS post out through
these omces We are leaﬂett-

ing IRSF, IPCS, CPSA, SCPS

and POEU members there to
explain the developments in
the dispute, and why we’re
picketing their gates. Man-
agement have forced us into
this escalation.

At the last Trades Coun-
cl our calls for support for
mass pickets on Monday and
I'riday between 7am and
9am was very well received.

Personally, I see escalation as

cructal to winning this

dispute’.
Rally

CPSA branch committee

member Roger Bunting told .

us, ‘At the mass rally in
Birmingham on Friday, I got
the impression that the SEC

Jr Lo R gl

doesn’t want to see an escal-
ation of the dispute. How-
ever, at our meeting on Sun-
day the Oxford strike comm-
iftee. was unanimous in its
view that we need other
offices out if we are to see
this dispute going anywhere’.

At the Oxford strike
committee meeting on Tues-
day lunchtime, they support-
ed the mnational meeting
being organised by the Soc-.
talist Caucus group of the
"PSA for branch reps and

‘reps in Birmingham on Sat-
urday week to discuss escal-

ation to other offices in the
DHSS and making it a ‘nat-
1onal dispute.

¥ Messages/ money: M. Rob

ertson, 24 Beechcroft Rd,

Ox ford
Alan Stephens

LAST week’s (correct)
report that Stanfords book-
shop management  had

agreed to reinstate the ten
sacked strikers may have giv-
en . the impression that the
dispute was over. |

It isn’t, and will not be
unless the company with-

draws the harsh conditions

attached to the reinstate-
ment offer.

Shop  steward Judith

| Cook told SO that these pro-

posals, demanding sweeping
changes in the working arr-

LAST Wednesday NUR
general secretary Sid
Weighell was interviewed

on Women’s Hour. As cust- .

omary, the interview clos-
ed with a piece of music
chosen by the interviewee

. Frank Sinatra singing,

‘I did it my way”’

Rirline call for boycott

ON October 27, members of
the Air India strike commit-

tee met with Moss Evans

(general secretary of their
union, the TGWU) and some
regional organisers.

At the meeting it was
agreed that the dispute,
which has lasted four
months, needs stepping up.
By spreading the dispute
outside the airltne to the
docks and other places, and
starting a general boycott of

~trade with India, the strikers

NALG

STRIKING NALGO and
NUPE social workers in Bir-
mingham have rejected their
officials’ first attempt to sell
out the strike.

At a.-meeting on Monday
November 8, NALGO strik-
ers voted by 3 to 1 to reject

~ the deal put to them by the

NALGO bureaucracy. The
deal (which the NUPE offic-
ials  publicly
themselves from) had been
reached on I'riday 5th, after

- three days of negotiations

with the City Council.
As well as reinstaicment

~of the three sacked workers,

the council promised that it
would, ‘... secck to ecnsure
that within the social servic-
... services will
be maintained by directly
cmployed staft”¥ind that, ©...
the City Council will have
discusstons  with ihe trade
unions belore anv decisions

Care taken’.

Howover, it was also stat-
cd thar, “the council will not

depart from its stated nasit- .

on, including s decision to

dissociated

hope to force the Indian
government to intervene in
this dispute — which so far
it has avoided doing, though
it directly owns Air India.

Meanwhile cases for un-
fair dismissal have been lodg-
ed for all 91 strikers. The
cases probably won’t come
up until February or March
next year.

The strikers are keeping
up their pickets at Heathrow
and New Bond Street. They
desperately need financial

use, as it thinks appropriate,
outside consultants for effic-
iency reviews’. In other
words the council made clear
its intention to continue
with its so-called efficiency
review, and was prepared to
reinstate the sacked workers
only so long as thev would
cooperate with consultants
Price Waterhouse — though
it was refusal to cooperate
that they were sacked for in
the first place!

NALGO officials, . who
clearly favour reinsiatement
at any cost, had agreed to
‘full cooperation by all staff
of the social services depart-
ment with the current effic-
lency review’,

At the strikers’ meeting,
the official tried to win acc- .

eptance for this deal by argu-
ing that the issue was privat-
isation, not Price Water-
house, and that therefore
members could and should
cooperate. He further argued
that there would not be sup-
port in NALGO for escalat-
ion of the dispute.

support. ~
Some airport TGWU
branches have organised reg-
ular levies, others collect-
ions, but more is needed.
Sned to: Air India Strike
Committee, c/o TGWU,
Transport House 79 South
Rd, Southall, Middlesex.
Cheques payable to ‘Air

India TGWU’.
Will Adams

In the debate only two or
three spoke in favour of a
return to work — and all of
them expressed disgust at
the deal. About 30 strikers
spoke strongly for rejecting
the deal, and argued that the

NALGO membership as a
whole should decide at a
mass meeting to be held on
Wednesday November 10.

At this Wednesday meet-

ing, which will be attended

. by some 9,500, a call for all-

out strike action will be put

by the strikers. The outcome

of this vote will be crucial
for striking NUPE social

workers, since it will be diff-

icult to maintain the NUPE
strike if NALGO returns to.
work. However, even if

NALGO do vote not to sup-

port an all-out strike, NUPE
must take a lead and stay

out on strike. If NUPE foll-
ows NALGO back to work,
it will mean cooperation
with Price Waterhouse, pav-
ing the way for pnvatlsatlon N

— or else victimisation.
Teresa Munby

for the

- department.

“week.

tanfords

angements which existea
prior to the strike, were un-
animously re}ected when put
to the strikers. Management
was informed of this on Nov-

ember 1, and there are no

further plans for negot-
iations. The picker, kept on

~during the talks, continues.

. A sign of the growing
orgamsatzon among London
bookshop - workers is the
Jformation this week of the
London Bookshops TGWU/
ACTSS branch, including
Stanfords and the staff ar
the Economists Bookshop,
who themselves secured a
notable victory after a long
struggle against a similar
management a couple of

years ago.

A benefit for the strikers
Is being held on Tuesday

November 16, 7pm at the
Seven Dials club Shelton St,

wCz,

oot

B Randis®

SUPPORT continues to grow
200 Asian women
and men on strike for union
recognition at Randi qullts
in Smethwick.

One of the key sectors
still working was the cutting
Last week all
but three of them jomed the
strike. |

Regular collectlons have
been started in a number of
local factories. Warley East
Labour Party GC passed
unanimously resolutions call-
ing on all members to supp-
ort the picket line. More
important, the Executive
was instructed to interview
Ram Singh Kharia, a GC
member and prospectlve
councillor who is reported to
be advising the employer.
~ Michael Foot is- visiting
the area on November 19,
and a mass picket is bemg
arranged for that day. The

'GC is asking Michael Foot to

attend.
Godfrey Webster

Hostel
mass

picket

A MASS picket has been -
called for next Wednesday,
17th, in support of the strik-

ers at Arlington House hostel

in Camden.

The mass picket — from
/am to 3Ipm outside the
Grand Hotel in-Southamp-
ton Row, London WCI -
will back up the strikers’
demands for improvements
on their wages of £30-0dd a

The Grand, like ‘the
Mount Pleasant hotel in Cal-

- thorpe St and the London’ |
Park hotel at the FElephant

and Castle, is owned by .the
owners of Arlington House,
Rowtons. The strikers have
been picketing the hotels
consistently, as well as the
hostel, and trying to get
supplzes blacked. -
Meanwhile, the first deci-
sions are expected this Wed-
nesday, 10th, in the court
case brought by Rowtons to
evict - the strikers from their
rooms in the hotel, Camden
Labour council has promised
to re-house the : strikers if

they are .evicted, and. they -
are determined ta .carry.on. .-
the fight whatever the courz‘.f:_;.:_- |

decision, .
Help is needed on the:_
picket lines — at Arlington

House (Arlington Rd. NW} )

and ‘at the hotzls < agud
money (to the strike com- '

mittee c/o. Camden.Lahour

Centre, 8 Camden Road,
London NWI (485 1100).
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WORKERS in British Leyland’s Cowley Assembly
plant walked out again today (Monday, 8th) after

being back to work for only a few hours.

They had been on
strike for a week after
the plant director had
abused and intimidated
a worker on the track
and threatened him with
disciplinary action.

The 1,000 workers invol-
ved had voted by a very nar-
row majority to accept a for-
mula put to them by full
time officials. Two hours
after they had returned to
work, the plant director
went onto the track and
tried to intimidate the same
man. The track walked out.

The - strike is important
because the incident was a
of something
which is now very deep, the
vicious attack by the govern-
ment and the employers ag-
ainst -industrial workers over
the past few years. ..

-BL’s management has
been pushed forward by the
Tory government and
the Labour government be-
fore it — into the spearhead
of that attack. How it was
done is important, since the
operation is now being gen-
eralised throughout industry,
not least in car components.

Edwardes set out to gain
control of the plants through
systematically building up
his authority. Systematically
it was done thanks to repeat-
ed sell-outs by the trade
unions at the top.

‘Unbeatable’

Cynical sell-outs in the
1979, 1980 and 1981 wage
reviews gave Edwardes the
so-called ‘unbeatable’ reputa-
tion he needed. At the same
time he pushed through
extensive new ‘agreements’
which = stripped ,~away all
trade union rights.

Protective  -agreements
such as seniority agreements
were ended, complete mobil-
ity was introduced, and the
‘trade union struotures were
substantially dismantled.

hb—

The vast majority of full-
‘time trade union positions in
the plants were abolished.

The pressure has been
‘greatest in the car assembly
complexes.

Paid ads 5p per word, £4 per
column inch. Send to Social-
st Organiser (What'’s On), 28
Middle Lane, London N&.

HARINGEY Socialist Organ-
iser: fortnightly meetings at

. Brabant Rd trade union

centre. For details phone
802 0771 or 348 5941.

OXFORD Socialist Organiser

B meetings, Thursdays at 8pm,

44b Princes Street. o
18 November: Polish work-
ers fight for Solidarnosc.
NOTTINGHAM Socialist

Or
7.30pm at the International

Peters

The Cowley complex has
been built up as a major pro-
duction centre over the past
few years. It produces the

Rover SD1, the Ambassador,

and the Honda Acclaim, and
it has received £180 million
investment over the last two
years for the mass product-
ion LC10 model, which is in
its pre-production stage at
the plant.

BI. have therefore seen
the plant as a key target for
theix productivity offensive
and their efforts to reduce
trade union power.

Edwardes’ management
method has been to send

special management teams,

selected from  managers
made surplus by closures,
into individual plants.

Only the most ruthless
are selected, and many of
them carry the authority of
corporate management.
They are boot-boys, and get
the job for that quality.

In some plants, such as

 the Cowley Assembly Plant,

they have imposed a system

sion is backed by those at

*the top, and imposed ruth-

lessly. Any manager not pre-
pared to operate these meth-
ods. is sacked, and usually
humiliated in the process.

This has created appalling
conditions on the tracks.
Manning levels have been cut
repeatedly, relief times cut,
and facilities and conditions
worsened.

The trade unions are
barely recognised, and shop
stewards rarely released to
deal with trade union
matters.

ganiser meets every Friday |

of total management authoz-
ity. Every management deci-

Community .Centre, 61B

- Mansfield Rd.

NORTH-WEST London Soc-
ialist Oxganiser group discus-
sion meetings. every other
Sunday, 8pm (for venue, see
SO sellers).

In Poplar and Clay Cross,
Labour councils have defied
Tory governments. But a
confrontation over refusal
to balance a council budget
would be different and un-
precedented? What would

‘happen? What tactics would
- be best?

. Islington Socialist Organ-

~iser meeting: speaker, Martin

Loughlin, Sunday November
28, 3pm, Thornhill Neigh-
bourhood Project, Orkney
House, Caledonian Road.
For baby-sitting, phone Nik,
607 5268.

'SOUTH EAST London Soc- -

ialist Organiser forums.
every other Thursday, 8pm
at the Queen Victornia, Artill-
ery Place, Woolwich.

STOKE Socialist Organiser
meeting: Dave Spencer on
‘What Socialist Organiser is,
and why we are fighting the
witch-hunt’. Sunday Novem-
ber 14, 7.30, The Swan,
Swan Square, Burslem.

ISLINGTON Socialist Organ-
iser. meets alternate Sundays

Top managers constantly
the tracks, rushing

patrol

3pm at Thornhill Neighbour-
hood Project, Orkney House,
Caledonian Rd. Next meet-
ing November 14, Details.
Nik, 607 5268.

GAYS in Education confer-
ence: ‘Homosexuality in the
curriculum’, Saturday and
Sunday November 13-14
1982, 11am to 5.30, Health
Education Centre, 304 West-
bourne Grove, London W11.

. '£2 waged, £1 unwaged. Fur-

ther info: 112 Broxholm Rd,
London SE27.

ISLINGTON Labour Party

‘Young Socialists meeting:
(national sec- -

Annajoy David
retary, Youth CND) on
‘Jobs not Bombs’. Tuesday
December 16, 8pm at the
Labour rooms, 2935 Upper
Street.

‘WAGELESS WOMEN
If you are a woman without

an independent income then
you are welcome on Wage-
less Women’s Day, 10am —
10pm, 12 November, Co-0p
Hall, Seven Sisters Road.
Films, Music, Kids’ things,
Theatre, Food, Drink, Dis-
cussion,

NO PASS Laws éonferencé.

Sunday December 12, 10am, |

County Hall, London SE1.

Details: 146 Kentish Town

Road, London NWS3.

around hysterically, shouting
and swearing at everyone.
Workers are abused and
threatened with disciplinary
action or the sack when
things happen which are
completely outside their
control.

If a part will not fit, a

manager - will arrive and

 threaten to sack someone

until it does.

When these conditions
result in strikes, management
respond in the same way —
with threats and intimida-
tion.

‘Last September they
began a policy of sending

BAN PLASTIC BULLETS, a
Labour movement delegate
conference, planned for
Manchester, February ’83.
Sponsors include LCI, Bern-
adette McAliskey, Ken Liv-
ingstone. More sponsorship
needed from LP/TU bodies.

Contact Martin Collins

- c/o Box 15,- 164/6 Com

Exchange, Manchester M3
4BN. |

'HARINGEY Labour Party

Young Socialists public
meeting: Solidarity with the
people of Central America.
Monday November 15, 7.30
at Brabant Road TU and
Community Centre,

SOCIALIST Students in
NOLS meeting: Saturday.
November 13, 11am to 5.30,
ULU, Malet St, London.
Details from Jane Ashworth,
41 EHington St, London N7.

ANTI-APARTHEID - Trade
Unionists’ conference, Satur-
day November 27, details
from AAM, 89 Charlotte St,

"London WC1.

FROM WAR in the Third
World to World War 3?
Dayschool, Saturday Dec-
ember 11, 11am, at Har-
grave Hall, Hargrave Road,
London N19, sponsored by

'CND, EISSOC, CAAT.

A7zger has built up as management have imposed an authoritarian regime on the shop floor

~one invdlved

—

Cowley workers challenge

in unofficial

thIeateni(%xg letters to every-

strike action. They claimed
there had been 56 strikes on
the plant since May — which
is not surprising given the
conditions,
of them were very short.
Since then the letters
have been building up, and
the threats getting harsher
every time. ‘Next time we
will take disciplinary action
‘against you’... ‘Next time we
will dismiss you’... °‘Next

time you will be instantly -

dismissed’... etc.

Edwardes’
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although = most

against the sell-out
ently management are disci-
plining the deputy convenor,

Andy Brown, and threaten

to withdraw all his facilities.
Shop stewards find it
impossible to get off their

 jobs to represent members.

No information is given,
and every action of manage-
ment is arbitrary.

~ Shop stewards’ meetings
have been virtually banned,
and shop stewards are disci-
plined if they criticise the
company in writing or in
public. .

" In a strong trade union

plant, this regime, imposed

not by breaking the spirit of

" the workers but by buying

off the leadership at the top,
was bound to lead to an
explosion. And last week it
did. '

On Monday night (Nov-
ember 1), a worker on the
Rover track was sworn at
and threatened with disci-
pline for alleged bad work-
manship, and the track walk-
ed out demanding an

. “ -

Shop stewards have faced
constant intimidation. Curr-

Ireland: day school organised [Jj
by Glasgow Labour Comm-
ittee on Ireland, Saturday
November 13, 10.30am to
S5pm, Queen Margaret Union
Building, Glasgow University.
Speakers — Dennis Canavan
MP, Vince Mills, Derry TC
member — plus workshops.
Admission £1, 50p unwaged.

REPRESSION in Northern

LONDON Workers’ Socialist
League educationals on basic
Marxism, Next one. ‘Imper-
ialism’, Friday November 12,
7.30pm. For details of venue

~ write to'WSL, PO Box 1335,

London N1 ODD.

DISCUSS the ‘degenerated
revolution’, A day of debate
and discussion about the
new book from Workers’

Power/Irish Workers’ Group. J}

Debates on: Is Russia a
Workers’ State? The Cuban
Revolution and Castroism,
The Theory of Structural
Assimilation, Saturday Nov-
ember 13, 11lam to 7pm,
Digbeth Civic Hall, Birm-

apology.
By Tuesday night the
action had spread to the
whole North Works (which
produces the Rover, the
Ambassador, and the Honda
Acclaim). On Wednesday it
spread to the day shift, and
all production was at a
~standstill. ‘
l The militancy was trem-
. endous. All the usual threats
from the management were
B swept aside with unanimous
l votes. - |
Demands were advanced
- for the full restoration of
J trade union facilities; the
end of ‘bully-boy’ manage-
ment; and the withdrawal of
all previous. threatening
letters. B

.

strong position. An absolute-

was stopping three models
BL badly needs, in a plant
where a major new model is
being launched: - |
. -~ The = strike had the
strength to break the com-
. pany’s strategy and re-establ-
B ish conditions in the plant.
. On Friday BL -oPened
negotiations with the outside

ingham, Tickets £1 waged, § almost midnight.

50p unwaged.

At the end of it they

SPARTACIST Truth Kit —a ] came cut with a miserable

68-page analysis by John
Lister, published by the

- Workers’ Socialist League.

£1 plus 25p postage from

WSL, PO Box 135, London l

N1 ODD.

-
. . .
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compromise. The disciplin-
ary action against the indivi-
. dual worker would be dropp-
J c¢d: a committee of top man-

convenors would be set up
to investigate the problems
® in the plant; and there would

The unions were in a

ly determined labour force

officials. They went on until

agement, union officials, and

4

The 1981 wage review —-Coérers lobby cenc;sl

be no letters sent out, or
victimisation, as a result of
this particular strike.

At the mass meeting on
Monday 8th, -after very
strong pressure from the
platform, and two votes, a
majority was declared for a
return to work on this
formula.

Then management re-
peated the same intimidation
two hours later! This shows
their sheer arrogance. It was
a declaration that their strat-
egy was intact, and their
methods would not change.

The workers were fur-
ious. They struck again, in a
very angry mood. Manage-
ment representatives who
tried to observe the meeting .
were chased off.

They know that on the
tracks they -are paying the
price every day for the union

 leaders’ catalogue of
betrayals.
They, however, are

| the

far from broken. They
need and deserve leaders
worthy of the strength
they display.

Steel

closure

THE fightback against
BSC’s proposal to close
Clydebridge Steel-
works is over. At a mass
meeting in the workplace,
the workforce voted by a
10-1 majority to open dis-
cussions with management
on severance pay. ,

The closure of Clyde-
bridge, involving 575
workers, is a serious. blow
to the Cambuslang area
where, over the last few
years, Hallside  Steel
Works, Clyde Iron Works,
and Chunky Chicken have
closed, and Hoover has cut
many jobs. |
- There are links between
Clydebridge, Hoover, the
Trades Council, Labour
Party, and tenants associa-
tions, which could have
been the basis for a fight-
back.

But the workers were
more convinced by the
carrot of redundancy pay-
ments than they were
by the union leadership’s

‘will to fight the closure.

Alan Ferguson
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In the run-up to Solidar-
nosc’s one day strike on

November 10, the junta

arrested union leader
Wladyslaw Frasyniuk and
12 others in Wroclaw.
Meanwhile Archbishop
Glemp met General [aru-
zelski and issued a joint
statement calling for
‘strengthening of peace,
the social order, and
WorR’,

But the Polish work-
ers remain defiant, as this
appeal to Western unions
and workers’ parties
from Warsaw Solidar-
nosc shows.,

IN THIS dramatic moment
of our national history, it is
the workers’ movement org-

- anised in Solidarnosc which

has given proof of political
maturity and patience,
The junta, on the contr-

~ary, has shown that it is
to sacrifice anything

willing
— the blood of the workers,
the economy, national sover-
eignty — to Kkeep itself in
power. As junta spokespers-

~on J. Urban cynically declar-
ed: “The government always-

manages to eat’’,

" be ‘dissolved’...

T rmaM AR ¢ e s W v e awan  wet . . e . =

en,  either,

of Solidarnosc, the most
spectacular act of violence

- from this union of ten mill-

ion members was the expuls-

ion of two (!) bosses of the -
old corrupt unions, taken
“out of their factory On, A

wheelbarrow,

As for the ‘prize list’ of

the junta in the following

10 months, it has been:
dozens of workers assassinat-
ed, hundreds of people tort-
ured by the police and in the
prisons, thousands of others
beaten and sacked, thous-
ands jailed and condemned
to long sentences for trade

union activity, hundreds of
thousands of workers kept in

daily terror in the militarised
factories,
Today, Poland is a coun-

. try where the trade union
‘problem

is distinguished
more by the interest shown
in it by the police than by
debate on the paths to polit-
ical and economic emancipa-
tion of the working class.
There must be no misunder-
standing: the military junta
is not fighting in defence of
socialism, it is fighting for its
power and its privileges.
[But] Solidarnosc cannot
be dissolved, any more than
the Polish workmg class can
Today, redu-
ced to clandestinity, impris-
oned, ‘dissolved’ on paper,
our union is reflected in the

O
fffff
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It should not be forgott-

$2padi:

that during the
16 months of legal activity

NIRRT -

fear-filled eyes of the gener-
als and the apparatchiks.

It is for this reason that

it has no use for dialogue
with Solidarnosc, today or

yesterday. Those who still

‘believe that what 1s at stake

in Poland is the defence of
- ‘people’s power’ or of ‘social
property in the means of
. production’ are — forgive us

. serve

the expression — hopeless
imbeciles,

In Poland, the junta is
trying by all means to pre-

ruption, on pnsons
bosses, the military commiss-
ars, the police, and the
apparatchiks. The

that sort of ‘socialism’ and
‘people’s power’,

We hope you will seize
every opportunity on the
international level to make
the militiry ‘gorillas’ pay the
price,

The trade union ‘model’

.which has been imposed on

“The Polish workers have had enough of that sort of ‘sociaiism’...

us by the junta for the years
to come is nothing but a

copy of Pinochet’s ‘model’

in Chile, The complement of

- this model is the transforma-

tion — by means of the law
— of all state administration
into an ‘army of overseers’,
with special rights and privi-
leges, in the image of the
hierarchical system of the
Tsarist administration,

‘socialism’ based on
the bludgeon fear, and cor-
and

the despotism of the factory -

Polish
workers have had enough -of

(2 PN

We are convinced that
the Western trade unjon org-

" anisations and workers’ part-
jes are willing to wage a

determined struggle in solid-
arity ‘for the defence of the
rights of the Polish workers.

- We are convinced that you

see in support for Solidar-
nosc a form .of defence of
the vital interests and the
rights of the Western

. workers.

Support and solidarity
today and tomorrow — that

———r

Jaruzélé-ki

" is that what we want from

you, From you above all.
From us, you can-expect one
thing: to carry on the strugg-
le against the ]unta
Solidarnosc is not dead!
translated

Abridged and

from the French revolution-
ary weekly Rouge, 2.9.1 0.82.

YES! He’s done 1t' A give-
away budget that gives no-

thing whatever to the work-
ing class, but hands £1 bill-

ion to bolster the profits of

big business.
By cutting the surcha.rge

on employers’ National In-

surance contributions by 1%,
Geoffrey Howe -knows he
will make not the slightest

dent in the soaring unempl-

oyment figures.

Indeed, Tory predictions,
despite endless hints that
lower inflation means an up-
turn just around the ¢orner,
show a 10% increase in un-

employment to an official

figure of nearly 3.4 million.
With industry stil not
yet at the bottom of the
recession, and continuing to
lay off workets Howe’s cut
in employers’ contributions
will not create jobs, but sim-
ply fill the wallets of the

directors and shareholders.

In fact, Howe is raising
workers’ national insurance
payments, and proposing to
cut back benefits and pens-
ions to deny claimants and
the elderly anly benefit from

000 fund

. these times

the fall in inflation.
Nor of course will it be
the working class that bene-
fits from the tax cuts confi-
dently predicted for Howe’s
official Budget next spring.
And while the Health

Service and education are

slashed - to ribbons by cuts,
Howe finds an extra £622
million for ‘Thatcher’s arms

-bill — to finance the imper-

ialist war effort in the Falk
lands/Malvmas

It has become a cliche tc
say that the Tories are’ the
party of the rich: but ir
of mountmg
misery and growing poverty
Howe’s mini-budget makes
brutally clear the Thatche:

cabinet’s contempt for the

vast majority of society, and
their dedication to the inter
ests of their own class.

A Labour or TUC leader
ship éven half committed tc
the interests of the working
class would today be mobil
ising mass action to ‘chall

~enge Thatcher rather thar

sabotaging  struggles - anc
witch-hunting socialists..

STAR prize of the week for fund-ralsmg goes to the Leigh SO group With a2
£42.50 donation this week came news of future plans: they’re selling pontoon =
cards, organising a social, a Xmas dinner, and a bnng and buy sale, and makmg*'-' .
Xmas cards (to be advertised in SO). ”

If every group orgamsed fund-raising like this, all our problems would be over!

Other plans we’ve heard of are:. socials (B

mmngham, Edinburgh), Xmas party. :

(Coventry); Xmas’ dinner (Brent), raffle (Lelcester) Leicester are also orgamsmg,

- a Hundred Club.

Meanwhile Oxford SO supporters are organising a giant Xm .
London SO supporters a Xmas Jumble sale. 5 8 2 gi 3 bazaar, and
' Many supporters are organising for our.‘buy the paper a Xmas present’ appeal: .
if you hold a collection for a Xmas present for SO, we’ll write to you and tell you '-
what we’ve bought for the paper. |
Thanks to Leicester SO supporters for £200 paper money — one of many :
groups to respond to our appeals by paying off paper debts. Supporters should -
: take heed and send in the money for papers they’ve sold regularly , not just when -
we’re about to go bankrupt! |
We’ve had £362 for the fund this week, mainly from mdmdual donations.
Thanks to: Oxford DHSS striker (£1.50), Peter Kenway (£180); Abdul Sheir .
(£10); Sue Himmelweit (£20), M.Starr (£20), J.Brown (£5); A LCampbell (£5); a "
Brentwood reader (£5). Thanks also to Leigh, to supporters from the print unions
in Oxford (£23), and to Brent SO group (star group in the London area) for foll-
owing a recent donation of £85 with £50 thls week.

Total. £4661.82

(78%). Donations

to Treasurer, c/o'

214 Sickert Court
London N1 2SY."

-~ Cheques to Soma*

list Organiser. - .~
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