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Tories

threaten
fo

suspend
ftax
workers

by Stephen Corbishley

OVER 100,000 civil service
workers struck on Friday
27th against the threaten-
ed suspension of 29 Cust-
oms and Excise workers in
Inland Container depots.

The national union lead-
ers defused the threat by
ordering 21 back to work.
The other eight came out
on official strike.

But the Tory government
is certain to continue trdylng
to smash the strike an -
ion funds thro sus-

ensions. On Tu y 31st,

0 llillanl(llul}:venue controll-
ers-in-c¢ e were suspen-
ded. The union reactese by
calling them out on indefin-
ite strike.

So far the unions estim-
ate that, with the coo| -
tion of the bank workers’
union BIFU, they have cut
down the Government’s
cash flow to 40% of normal.

Threats of suspension
are now issued every day.
But at each stage the nat-
ional union leaders pull
back from full confronta-
tion, and the Tories keep
the initiative.

Their next step will be
to threaten mass suspens-
ions of Inland Revenue
collecting staff if they re-
fuse to bank cheques paid

This can only be counter-
ed by immediately pulling
out all airports and docks

taff, to cripple internat-
fonal trade and passenger
movement.

But the union leaders see
the strike as not being ab-
out the 16% claim, but re-
storing the pay compara-
bility system. And they are
becoming worried by their
control over the | strike
coordinating centres.

An all-out strike, or an
escalation, would pose a
serious threat to their con-
trol and open up the possib-
ilities of evelo&l:lg a more
militant leadership at local
level.

TUC General Secretary
Len Murray gave a strong
message o sup&:rt to the
civil service workers at the
Women’s TUC. But real
support in action can only
come through a fight to
link the civil service dispute
with other workers in
struggle.

Here and now this means
linking :r with the dockers
(especially the Southampt-
on dockers), to shut down
ge t1‘)’011_1‘3 in a joint ;g:n

stop Tory wage-g g
and union-bashing.

Hands off
orkers’ Poland

by John O’Mahony

THE threatened General
Strike in Poland was called
off at the last moment. It
seems that Solidarnosc’s
demands for punishment of
those responsible for sav-
age beatings inflicted' on

Solidarnosc members at
Bydgaszcz have  been
achieved.

The token general strike
on Friday 27th had brought
out '13'million workers for
a 4-hour stoppage — a tre-
mendous. show of strength
and latent power in the face
of manoeuvring by Warsaw
Pact troops in and around
Poland. .

The central fact of Polis
life is that millions of work-
ers want a radical change,
but can’t use their strength
and numbers to get it be-
cause of the threat of Russ-
ian invasion.

Solidarnosc is the power

in the land. It is a political .

power in all but name. It

ON FRIDAY 27 March the
Socialist Workers Party book-
shop and offices in Birming-
ham were tota#ly destroyed
by fire.

Sheila McGregor,
ingham organiser
SWP, told us:

‘At around 4pm seven of
us were in the shop. We saw
a car drive up onto the pave-
ment and stop outside the
shop.

Birm-
of the

acts as a political party,
taking up not only the inter-
ests of the workers, but also
of other oppressed people
such as the peasant farm-
ers. It was Solidarnosc in-
volvement in helping to
organise a small farmers’
union that led to the police
assault at Bydgaszcz.

The bureaucratic police
state, headed now by the
policeman Kania and by
the general Jaruzelski, re-
mains unchallenged only
because of the Russians.
But it remains in being: the
bureaucracy has the levers
of control.

The entire logic of the sit-
uation points to the sweep-
ing away of the bureaucrat-
ic machine and the assump-
tion of power by the work-
ers. Last August at Gdansk
the workers’ parliament —
the first democratic ass-
embly Poland has had in
36 years, and the most de-
mocratic assembly it has

ever had — created a work-"

‘The driver got out of the
car and threw a petrol can
into the doorway. Within
seconds the front of the shop
was in flames. ;

‘One of the people in the
shop kicked the can out ag-
ain and tried to put out the
fire with an extinguisher. But
it was no use.

‘We managed to escape

through an upstairs window
and out onto the next door
roof.

ers’ democracy.

That must now, for the
Polish workers, be the
model of their own free
political activities. But that
Parliament at Gdansk dis-
solved itself as an.assem-
bly because the only alter-
native was to attempt to
take power against the Pol-
ish bureaucracy and its
state, and against the Russ-
ian masters of Poland.

The Polish workers chose
then not to make that bid,
fraught with terrible dang-
ers and the risk of losing
everything. Instead they
created the amalgam of
trade union and political
party that is Solidarnosc,
and they are trying to carve
out a livable existence by
reforms and by coexisting
with the bureaucracy.

Yet time and time again
in the last seven months the
question has been posed on
who is master in Poland —
the government or Solidar-
nosc. Even a comparative-

‘Later a woman's body was
found in the boot of the car.
The man was picked up b
the police and charged wit
murder of the woman in the
boot, attempted murder of
an Asian who had been. shot
through the neck with a cross
bow, and criminal damage
with intent to endanger life
at our bookshop.

‘He's known to have ex-
treme right wing views and

ly small affair of police bru-
tality leads Poland to the
brink of all-out confronta-
tion.

Solidarnosc has reached
the limits of reform because
any autonomous working
class activity threatens the
way the bureaucrats rule:
their rule is inseparable
from how they rule, that is
as a more or less closed
state political corporation,
with a police-guarded mon-
opoly of power and social
initiative.

Every Solidarnosc init-
iative or response to the
bureaucrats’ struggle to
hold on is a blow to them:
the existence of Solidarnosc
is a lance impaled in the
heart of the bureaucratic
system. y

Every workers’ mobilisa-
tion threatens to become an
alt-out challenge to bureau-
cratic rule and to Russia’s
control.

Within Solidarnosc, an
increasingly vocal and im-

to mix with National Front
members. He collected mili-
tary regalia and in fact was
wearing semi-military gear
when he attacked the shop.

‘Anyone who says this
bloke is just an individual
nutter is missing the point.
He almost certainly is some
kind of psychopath but clear-
ly he unleashes it on social-
ists and immigrants because

ortant radical wing is

ighly critical of Walesa.
He is committed to contin-
ued coexistence and to re-
form rather than anti-
bureaucratic revolution.

The situation cannot last
indefinitely, and probably
not for much longer. If the
Polish workers do not make
a revolution, the bureau-
crats and the Russians will
make a bloody counter-
revolution.

The fact of the matter is

continued on page 9

Hands off the Polish
workers! For a workers’
Poland!

Assemble Speakers’
Corner, 1.30pm, Sun-
day 12 April.

All socialist and lab-
our movement organ-
isations welcome. No
cold war slogans.

he is encouraged by the
fascists. 3
‘Whether or not he is a
card-<carrying member of
the NF is irrelevant. This is
simply the latest and per-
haps the most horrific ex-
ample of fascist-inspired
violence against immigrants
and socialists in this area’.
The SWP are appealing for
help: Birmingham SWP
bookshop appeal, 224 High
St, Digbeth, Birmingham 12.
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AFTER Michael Foot's de-
scription of Militant as a
‘pestilential nuisance’, the
running in the witch-hunting
stakes is now being made by
NUR General Secretary Sid
Weighell.

Weighell — apparently
with private backing from
Duffy of the AUEW, Chapple
of the EETPU, and Sirs of
the ISTC — intends to put
down a resolution for the
next Labour Party conference
calling for ‘the expulsion
of any groups which do not
abide by the party rules’.

His target, in case you
hadn’t guessed, is the Mili-
tant tendency, but Weighell
also wants a more general
reintroduction of bans and
i);(;tscriptions to deal with the

While Foot still rejects
expulsions — perhaps be-
cause of nostalgic feelings
about when he was on the re-
ceiving end in the '40s, ’50s,
and '60s, partly because he
knows the difficulties in im-
plementing them — the right
in the party realises that even
if they reverse the Wembley
decision the CLPS will re-
main dominated by the Left.

Their solution: a purge
starting with the target al-
ready set up by the Press.
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IF YOU enjoyed ‘Tinker,
Tailor, Soldier, Spy’, you will
have had a lot of fun trying to
unravel the allegations. and
counter-allegations about
MIS5 in the last week.

Was the head of MIb5
a KGB agent? Or was he the
victim of allegations from a
rival faction inside MI5, or
from the CIA or from the
KGB (both of which thought
Hollis was ‘soft’)?

Was there a group in MI5
circulating rumours about
Harold Wilson’s ‘communist
links’ and a ‘communist cell’
in 10 Downing St? Was Tom
Driberg MP, one-time chair-
man of the Labour Party, a
double agent for MI5 and the
KGB (with each knowing
about the other)?

Where did journalist Chap-
man Pincher get his informa-
tion about Hollis? How many
extra copies of his book has
he sold? Is the whole thing a
‘red scare’ originating from
members of the security
services?

The security services are
kept so far away from public
scrutiny or accountability
that no-one — not even
Thatcher or Wilson — can
answer these questions with
any degree of certainty. In
theory, the Prime Minister
should have control over MI5
and MI6, but last week
Thatcher was at first totally
unable to confirm or deny the
allegations made to Pincher
by his informant.

In Wilson’s case, the lack
of control went even further.
In 1975 senior civil servants
were spreading rumours ab-
out ‘a communist cell’ at
10 Downing St and about
the security clearance of
Marcia Williams (Wilson's
secretary).

MI6 reported to Wilson
that the source of these rum-
ours was MI5, where a group
with ‘extreme right wing
views’ (Sunday  Times)
was strongly anti-Labour.

In order to find out what
was going on, he had to ask
the American CIA about it
(and whether this faction
was working for them!)

Every so often there is a
splurge of information about
the security services from
journalists like Pincher who
have contacts in ‘the right
places’. They make their alle-
gations in the form of anti-
communist hysteria and
press for the security serv-
ices to be stronger.

Other journalists like Dun-
can Campbell, who expose
the day-to-day work that goes
on behind our backs and in
our name, are faced with
harassment and denuncia-
tion by the police and secret
services.

We occasionally get a
glimpse behind the curtain of
secrecy, but the Pinchers
and the Thatchers both want
t=e turain to stay firmly

piy i

PTA renewed again

35 Labour MPs — plus the
Liberals and Gerry Fitt, MP
for West Belfast — voted ag-
ainst the renewal of the Pre-

vention of Terrorism Act on
March 19th.

The Labour Front Bench
put an amendment for an
‘inquiry’ into the working of
the Act, but voted for re-
newal when the amendment
was lost.

An inquiry is useless: the
facts are already there. 89%
of the 5,061 people detained
under the PTA since 1974
have neither been charged,
nor even excluded from Bri-

tain [i.e. sent to Ireland:
no criminal charges are re-
quired for this].

The Act is nothing to do
with stopping violence. It is
just a way of harassing the
Irish community and political
activists, and  gathering
information about them.

More Labour MPs than
ever before vote against the
PTA, but at this rate we
won't get rid of it until the
1990s. The Labour leadership
should take a clear position
against the PTA and make
sure all MPs turn up to vote
against it next time it comes
up for renewal.

KEVIN McNamara — MP
for Hull and a member of the
Labour MPs’ Northern Ire-
land committee — has brand-
ed the Labour Party consulta-
tive document on Northern

Ireland as ‘a Unionist paper, -

possibly an Orange paper’.

The document puts a num-
ber of questions for Labour
Parties to consider, put in
such a way as to be ‘almost a
hook, line and sinker accept-
ance of the Unionist position
on integration and constitu-
tional reform’. McNamara
also said, ‘It bases itself on
the continuing assumption
of the Six Counties being
part and remaining a definite
part of the UK".

According to McNamara,
a majority of the Northern
Ireland group of Labour MPs
support an eventual unifica-
tion of Ireland.

It looks as if the Working
Party will come with a similar
set of Unionist proposals
for Labour Party conference
this year. CLPs need to keep
up the pressure for a real
break with bipartisanship
and for troops out.

DUNDEE Council, the last
council in Scotland to stand
out against council house
sales, has backed down. )

It had been threatened
with prosecution by the Gov-
ernment. Dundee NALGO
still has a policy of refusing
to process the sales — but
they now face isolation, just
as the council faced isolation
because of the lack of fight by
other coufcils.

A DELEGATION from Dun-
dee Council has just set off
to visit the West Bank
city of Nablus

Dundee Council recognis-
ed the Palestine Liberation
Organisation and ‘twinned’
with Nablus following a visit
to Dundee last autumn by
the mayor of Nablus, who has
recently lost his legs in an
attack by a right wing Zion-
ist group.

Already Labour’s powerful
Zionist lobby is mobilising its
MPs. At a recent meeting of
delegates from Jewish org-
anisations, Dick Douglas,
Labour MP for Dunfermline,
and Grenville Janner, also a
Labour MP and chairman of
the British Board of Jewish
Deputies, called for the coun-
cil to rescind the twinning
arrangement and stop flying
the PLO flag. As usual, they
have tried to equate anti-
Zionism with anti-semitism.

Labour Parties, Trades
Councils, and council Labour
groups should send mess-
ages rejecting this equa-
tion and supporting the
Council’s stand.

‘

AFTER repeated declara-
tions by the AUEW engineer-
ing section leaders that-they
saw no objection to taking
state money for union ballots
under the Employment Act,
the union has officially decid-
ed to take this money.

This flies in the face of
official TUC policy of non-
cooperation with this anti-
picket, anti-union Act.

But what will the TUC do?
Why doesn’t it organise a
campaign among the AUEW
rank and file to get the
money rejected, or, failing
that; to boycott the Tory-
funded ballots in favour of
democratic voting at the
workplace after proper dis-
cussion.
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SCOTLAND’S CLOSED
SHOP JOBS MARCH

AT THE same time as the
Liverpool to London jobs
march, a march is being org-
anised from Glasgow to
Perth, to finish on the week-
end of the Scottish Tory Party
conference.

But just as the Liverpool
march is being weakened by
activities like getting employ-
ers to sponsor it, so too the
Scottish march is being org-
anised in the most un-mili-
tant way.

The Scottish TUC is
restricting it to individuals
nominated by their union
branches.

Given that details of the
march have not yet been fin-
alised, let alone circulated to
union branches, many union
branches will not be able to
discuss it until too late.

But worse: how many
unemployed
members of a union?

People who have been
working before becoming un-
employed have little incent-
ive to stay in their union,
even if the rules permit it
(and in many cases they
don’t). Doubly so if, like re-
dundant steelworkers for
example, they have no
chance of getting another
job in the same industry.

For people going onto the
dole straight from school or
apprenticeship, the only un-
ion which accepts them is the
TGWU . (but only if they don’t
have a trade). But unemploy-
ed members in the T&G
have to pay the full rate, 34p
a week, and there are no
branch meetings for them.

The STUC must be forced
to back down. Union bran-
ches should sponsor march-
ers not yet members of a

Tom
Litterick
Appedl

TOM LITTERICK, Labour
MP for Selly Oak, Birming-
ham, from October 1974 to
May 1979, died suddenly on
4 January from a heart
attack.

Selly Oak Constituency
Labour Party has set up a
fund in his memory. In the
first instance this will be
used to sponsor the activities
of CND in the Birmingham
area.

In the constituency, a me-
morial meeting will be held
after Easter and in coopera-
tion with CND.

Please contribute to this
fund by sending donations to
Anne Crawford, Treasurer,
Selly Oak CLP, 265 Dawlish
Rd, Selly Oak, Birmingham
29. Cheques should be
made payable to ‘The Tom
Litterick Memorial Fund’.

people are °

union, resolutions should be
sent in to the STUC demand-
ing that the march is opened
up to all the unemployed,
and, most important of all,
unions should -get round to
opening up their member-
ship to the unemployed, at
rock-bottom levels of contri-
bution but with full speaking
and voting rights in the
union.

STAN CROOKE, Glasgow.

AN

Write back to Socialist
Organiser, c/0 214
Sickert Court, London
N1 2SY.

Bye Bye Comrade Chairman

IT HAS been pointed out to
me that I started a bad prece-
dent at the SO/CDLM cuts
conference by addressing
comrade Mary Corbishley
as ‘‘comrade chairman”
at the start of my speech,
and that this continued
throughout the confer-
ence.

Although, of course, no
deliberate offence was in-
tended on my part (a revert-
ing to type under pressure,
perhaps), I agree that this is
an example of gratuitous sex-

ism, which we should make
every effort to stamp out in
labour movement meetings.

I am in favour of fairly
formal openings to speech-
es, for example, ‘‘Comrade
chairperson, comrades’’,
and then an introduction of
oneself.

I suggest that this should
be fairly rigidly applied and
certainly that the word -
‘chairman’ be withdrawn
from our vocabulary.

DAVE SPENCER
Coventry.

Hands off El Salvador

March and Rally Saturday April 25th

Assemble 12.30pm
Speakers Corner
march past U.S. Embassy
to rally in Trafalgar Square.

Gary Thornton

ON THURSDAY March 25th,
at 6.00am, comrade Gary
Thornton, Chairman of the
Leicester District Branch of
the Workers’ Socialist
League [WSL], died. He was
nineteen. His death, two
days before the third annual
conference of the Socialist
Youth League, was a massive
blow to all those who knew
him, and in particular to
those who had worked with
him for a socialist future.

Gary came into politics
whilst still at school. From
involvement in the fight to
keep the fascists off the
streets of Leicester, he
moved on to an understand-
ing of the need to overthrow
the whole capitalist system
through a workers’ revol-
ution.

Such a step demanded the
difficult choice for any youth
of abandoning the round of
parties and pubs for the
hard world of political life.
Gary made that choice with-
out hesitation, and comm-
itted himself to the struggle
for a Trotskyist party.

He became a founder
member of the SYL in Leices-

a card-carrying supporter.

Organiser supporter L.
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ter, building it, together with
his friends and comrades,
into a significant force
amongst youth. At school he
organised the students into
NUSS, organised a strike
against the cuts, and was
elected to the NUSS Nat-
ional Committee.

In October 1979 Gary
joined the WSL, becoming an
Area Committee member
eight months later. Quiet
and unassuming, he was
loved and respected by all
those comrades who worked
with . him for his courage,
honesty and determination.
Gary never flinched from
facing problems. He was -
always in the front line in
the fight to smash fascism
regardless of the dangers.
He was always there when
the time came to stand up
and be counted.

Above all he believed that
what was needed was
a mass revolutionary move-
ment with real roots in the
working class. To that end
he argued unceasingly the
need to turn out to new layers
of youth, women workers and
all those brought into strugg-
le against the bosses.

At the time of his death he
was proposing to stand as a
shop steward in the National
Union of Railwaymen,
and was enthusiastic about
the new opportunities his
work in the unions gave him.

His death is a blow that we
in the movement will come to
terms with only slowly. Cer-
tainly he will never be for-
gotten. In tribute to his mem-
ory the Socialist Youth
League has launched a
special fund to produce a
commemorative pamphlet on
‘The Fight against Racism
and Fascism’, a struggle
that was particularly dear to
Gary’s heart.

To his parents, Alan and
Peggy, we in WSL extend our
deepest sympathy in their
loss. To his companion,
Bethan, and her daughter
Melissa, we offer not only
our sincere sympathy but
our support as a comrade and
a class fighter.

Gary died a Trotskyist. We
salute his memory.

PETER FLACK

[WSL National Committee]



Militants or managers

FOR ABOUT 18 months after the return of the Tory govern-
ment SO has had an increasingly acrimonious debate with
some people on the left about rate rise policies.

Ted Knight and others held up rate rises as the alternative
to social service cuts. We said they were not an alternative,
but could only be a prelude to cuts and would hinder the work
of mobilising workers to stand up to the Tories.

A sizeable and influential body of comrades hived off from
SO because of gur intransigence on this question. They found-
ed ‘“‘London Labour Briefing’’. We respected the integrity
of comrades such as Ken Livingstone but believed events
would show them to be mistaken. [Ted Knight launched
attacks on SO, equating us with the right wing].

It is now a matter of fact that the rate rise policy is bank-
rupt. Camden, facing a vicious, punitive government, has
backed down. In Lambeth the policy has been ‘supplemented’
now by an all:round 10% cut. [To be sure there were
few reasons to expect anything else from Knight: he tried to
impose cuts within two months of Thatcher’s victory in
July 1979]. Events have given a clear verdict on the dispute

" between ourselves and ‘Labour Briefing’.

But it is the rent and rate strikes now starting up in a num-
ber of areas — like Hackney, for example — that are the real
indictment of the high rates policy. They show it to have been
not merely a misjudgement but a fundamentally false view —
it was the view of administrators (and their hangers-on)
rather than that of militants. ) :

It was an illusion that socialists could settle into a little
corner of local power and juggle and balance the local acc-
ounts irrespective of the state power being hostile. It rested on
the self-inflicted blindness to the sharp conflict in reality
between left-wing councils passing on cuts in living standards
to workers and mobilising workers to stand up to the Tories.

Now the old argument translates itself into one of whether
we look to direct action like rent and rates strikes — whatever
the political colour of the council. SO stands now as
throughout its existence on the viewpoint of the rank and file,
of the tenants, of direct action. We think it is essential that

local Labour parties support and organise the tenants’ move- b

ment, whoever forms the council majority.

The comrades around ‘Briefing’ made a gross mistake in
supporting the rate rise position. They now oppose Lambeth’s
cuts; they argue for the 57% rate rise that would be necess-
ary there to avoid them. significantly, this 57% rate rise pol-
icy, had practically no support at'all in the Lambeth labour
movement itself. The ¢comrades facing the hard reality of the
working class reaction to huge rate rises either went along
with Knight's cuts or opted for the policy SO advocates:
These were the real alternatives. ' ~

Will ‘Briefing’ now shift their viewpoint from that of admin-
istrators and would-be administrators to that of the rank and
file?

oo ‘

THE press is now assuring us that there was no real plot for a
military coup in 1968.

It’s sure that no coup plot got very far. Why should it? The
Labour government of the time was entirely willing to do the
bidding of the bosses. And it was capable of keeping the work-
ing class under control, not completely, but to a large extent.

But it was only those considerations that kept the coup talk
confined to a few hotheads of the ruling class.

In 1968, it seems, there was a meeting between newspaper
boss Cecil King, Lord Mountbatten and Lord Zuckerman
[Chief Scientific Adviser to the Government]. They discussed
‘what to do’ about the Government. Zuckerman stormed out,
saying that talk of ‘‘machine guns on street corners’”’ was
‘‘rank treachery’’. [His anger did not go as far as telling the
public about this ‘‘rank treachery’’].

King says he told Mountbatten: ‘‘there might come a time
when his position with the Royal Family and his position with
the Armed Forces might make him a key figure at some time
in any future disturbance’’. In other words: keep your powder
dry.

In 1974 too — as we know from Field Marshal Carver —
there was coup talk, squashed early on by the more level-
headed members of the ruling class.

In short, even the beginnings of political instability will
call forth support in the ruling class and the state apparatus
for military measures. Most times, perhaps, the support will
remain limited and inactive. But can there be any serious
doubt that a Labour government which systematically refused
to do what the bosses wanted, or which was unwilling or un-
able to clamp down on the working class, would face not
merely coup talk but coup preparations?

Isn’t it foolish to talk about a future Labour government
carrying out any major anti-capitalist measures, without also
planning to disarm and break up the uncontrolled power-
bastions of the ruling class, like the army top brass, MI6 and
MI6.

Will the ruling class that so readily starts talking about
coups back down meekly when faced with a .working class
challenge for power — or will the working class have to arm
itself against counter-revolutionary violence?

o0

THE first test case for the Employment Act’s anti-picket prov-
isions seems to be falling flat.

Workers on strike at Wilkes Business Forms, near Wolver-
hampton, have been picketing nearby premises of a .sister
company, Wilkes [PCA] Data Supplies. >

As ‘secondary picketing’, this is unlawful under the Emp-
loyment Act. The bosses got an injunction against it»

But injunctions have to be served on specific indibiduals __
and the eight individual pickets named by Wilkes Forms have
‘disappeared’. The picket line continues.

The workers’ union, the NGA, refused to comment or give
information when contacted by Socialist Organiser. .

But this case confirms the point made by NATSOPA'’s succ-
essful defiance of an injunction on March 14th last year. These
anti-picket laws can only work by frightening the unions into
submission. Against sufficiently well-organised opposition
they are useless.

LEFT/AS
BRENT

by Mick Woods

BRENT seems: to have
spawned its own mini-
version of Woodrow Wyatt.
Every week in the Willes-
den and Brent Chronicle,
Bill Montgomery regales us
with the facts about Brent
Labour Party and the
imminence of a Soviet Re-
public in these quiet parts.

Nothing, however,, has
captured this
columnist’s  imagination
like the Asian Peril.

The aftermath of the
Wembley conference de-
cision and a hotting up of
the fight against the cuts
have seen the defection of

one Labour councillor, with

possibly a few more to
follow, as a lot of militant
workers have been joining
the Party and kicking the
dead wood off the council.

JOBS O

Question: Whe’s this?

A Director of the Bank of
England, Member NEDO
Section Working Party for
the _Paper and Board Ind-
ustry, Chairman of the
Insolvency Law Review
Committee, Member of the

Energy Commission,
Member of the National
Economic Development

Corporation, Member of
the Central Arbitration
Committee, Trustee of the
Community Projécts
Foundation, Member of
the' Committee on Finance
for Industry.

Answer: A top boss? A
Tory MP? Wrong! It’s
Geoffrey Drain, the Gen-
eral Secretary of: NALGO
and a member of the TUC
General Council.

And he’s not the only
member of the leading
committee of the trade
union ' movement who
spends a lot of his spare
time and gets a lot of
money sitting on committ-
ees with bosses and with
representatives of a righi-
wing Tory government ded-
icated to destroying the
jobs and services of his
members.

Between them 34 of the

‘41 members of the TUC

General Council share over
100 government appoint-
ments.

But is there, perhaps,
some advantage for work-

by Les Hearn

WHILE THE possible link
between valium and cancer
is worrying, a recent survey
of long-term valium users
who stopped taking the drug
highlights some more
common and more definite
ill-effects of the benzo-

azepine tranquillisers.

The subjects of the study
were psychiatric outpatients

budding -
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IAN ALLIANCE HITS

LABOUR PARTY

The trouble is, though, a
.lot of these militants are
Asian, and that’s just not
cricket for the likes of Bill
Montgomery, who reckons
that they’re just voting
fodder for their shadowy
left wing allies. He stresses
"the lack of English of these
comrades and asserts that
there are Asian women
‘unable to follow the pro-
ceedings of the [Stone-
bridge selection] meeting
and merely vot[ing] as they
had béen instructed’.

The concept of using
Asians as voting fodder
is not a new one in Brent,
where theleft has fought
to proscribe the RSS (an
offshoot of India’s main
fascist party) from joining
the Labour Party. It doesn’t
take a lot of imagination to
work out who supported the
RSS.

.

ing people if our leaders sit
on committees with Tories
and bosses? A look at the
types of appointments inv-
olved may be quite illu-
minating.

A number of council
members are on the boards
of various state-owned
companies and nationalised
industries, such as British
Shipbuilding, BP, British
Airways and Remploy
Ltd. Such concerns, it
should be pointed out, are
run on strictly capitalist
lines. Others sit on organ-
isations supposed to be
about capitalist planning of
industry such as the NEDC

f

 (with six General Council

members).
Others serve in bodies
such as ACAS, CAC

and EAT, which shunt off

Valium

and general practice patients
in Nottingham and London
whose doctors thought they
no longer needed to take anti
anxiety drugs. Withdrawal
symptoms reported after
they had stopped taking the
drugs included anxiety (!!),
tension, depression, shaking,
nausea, palpitations and
faintness. Over two-thirds
had insomnia, one third had
headaches, and one-third
had pain and muscle twitch-

es,

Not only do diazepine tran-
quillisers not cure the symp-
toms that they are prescribed
for, they actually increase the
problems of patients taking
them, who become addicted
to them. The patients had
been taking diazepines for an
average of 31 years. Nearly
nine-tenths of the patients
who had been askeu s parti-
cipate in the survey, but did

. not, were still taking the

drugs three months later —
as opposed to one-quarter of
the patients in the survey,
who had gone through a
complete withdrawal course.

Chapple, Fisher, Gorrhley: Prison

What rankles most is that
many of the Asians joining
the Party are members of
the Brent Indian Associa-
tion, which favours fighting
for black rights in the Lab-
our Party, and/or support-
ers of the newly-formed
Asian Labour Party All-
iance. ‘

The ALPA aims to ally

itself with those prepared .

to fight against racism in
the labour movement. Sub-
hash Patel of the ALPA
writes in London Labour
Briefing: ‘Just as there is
no struggle to bring down
this Tory government with-
out the struggle to remove
the mis-leaders of the past
— Callaghan, Healey,
Rees, and Co, so we cannot

:even hope to unite the

working people of this
‘country behind a socialist
Labour Party if we allow

i

Industries Com

|

industrial struggles into
usually disasterous arbit-
ration procedures.

Some of the QUANGOs
may be positively danger-
ous to workers (the Territ-
orial Army Adyvisory
Committee on which Stan
Pemberton of the T&G sits,
or the Prison Indus
Joint Committee  wit
Frank Chapple) or plain
ridiculous (the Horse-
racing Totalisator Board —
Frank Chapple again).
While many QUANGOs
appear harmless or even
beneficial (such as the
Radiological Protection
Board), all in all, the pic-
ture presented is one of
massive collusion and
collaboration with a gov-
ernment of naked class
struggle.

These drugs are virtually
useless to the patients... but
they do have the merit of
getting anxious people out
of doctors’ surgeries and
cutting NHS costs.

POISONING THE SOIL FOR
PROFIT?

The contrast between capital-

-.ist farming methods and the

sort of techniques that
might well be employed in a
socialist society is displayed
in the results of two surveys
by the US Department of
Agriculture and Washington
University. The efficiency
and productivity of convent-
ional farms (i.e. capital-in-
tensive farms with high use
of artificial fertilisers, herbi-
cides, insecticides, etc. —
all the things that are at pre-
sent poisoning our environ-
ment and us) was compared
with those of ‘organic’ farms
(where no artificial chemi-
cals are used.

Organic farms were found
to be ‘productive, efficient

mittee, British Airw.

racists to continue in posi-
tions of responsibility’.

The possibility of a Left/
-Asian alliance in the Party
must be worrying the fak-
ers on the council who rec-
ently voted for cuts pius a
big rate increase of 47.6%.
The immediate effects of
the cuts are difficuit to
assess as yet, but from
what’s leaking out they
will include compulsory re-
deployment of staff, the
loss of 170 teaching posts,
and the closure of Morgan
Lodge hostel for disturbed
adolescents.

The S00 Asians who have -

joined the party must be
integrated as fully active
members, to build a real
fight in Brent against the
Tories and their agents in
our ranks.

N THE SIDE

ys, Wm Hudson...
This collaboration is net
restricted only to right-
wing leaders — Brothers
Buckton and Fisher are in it
as much as Chapple and
Jackson (indeed, more so).
Some union leaders also
serve on the boards of
private firms, For example,
Joe Gormley is on the board
of William Hudson, Canada
Ltd, and the British Invest-
ment Trust, while Alan
Fisher of NUPE is on the
board of Harland and Wolff
(whose workforce in
Belfast is 98 % Protestant).
Our fight against the
Tories is being sabotaged

by activities such as these

All trade unionists should
demand that their leaders:
Break Collaboration now!

Les Hearn

makes you sick

and well-managed’. They
used less than half the
amount of energy per unit
output of conventional farms,
they were not at all primitive
in techniques, they used
modern equipment, new crop
varieties, and advanced man-
agement and conservation
practices.

Because of the crop rota-
tion scheme which keeps up
the fertility of the soil, the
‘organic’ methods were less
profitable, and of course cap-

_italism is about profits.

However, if the long-term
costs of conventional capital-
ist farming in terms of soil
erosion, falling fertility of
soil, silting up of rivers .and
water pollution are taken into
account, organic farming
comes out on top:

While capitalism says,
‘Never mind the environ-
ment, feel the profits’, a
socialist society will be think-
ing about future, as wel} as
present, food production,
and ‘organic’ methods could
well be an attractive model

to follow.

»
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Rachel Lever reports
from the Festival
Planning Group

"'I'm a teacher for the WEA
in Stoke, and want to bring
my whole class to the Wo-
men's Festival. None of
them have ever been to
anything like that before .

The National Festival
for Women’s ' Rights on
May 9th has been designed
to lift the spirits and inspire
the, fight of women ‘who
have never been to any-

thing 1like that before’.
Even the planning group
is largely composed of new
enthusiasts.

But there’ll be plenty of
political meat on the day.

It’s been arranged. in
eight themes, and general-
ly the pattern is that there
will be a main debate on
ideas, and workshops that
concentrate on action and
information.

There are plans for some
thirty workshops, among
them nine on how to organ-
ise as women in specific
unions. It is hoped that
some of these get:togethers
of rank and file women

will lead to the setting up of

permanent trade ' union
women’s caucuses and
campaigns.

One such campaign will
be set going at the rally
at the end of the day, which
will concentrate on a wo-
man’s right to work. Wo-
men will be urged to turn
out in force for the People’s
March, especially the ‘wo-
men’s day’ at Luton, and
the final demo. .

And a resounding mess-
age will be sent to the lead-
ers of the labour move-
ment: organise a demonstr-
ation on the scale of Liver-
pool and Glasgow, for ‘a
woman's right to work!

The rally will hear speak-
ers from the Lee Jeans
occupation in Greenock,
a woman from the People’s

" March, and Marissa Casar-
es Roach, who has organis-
ed a militant union branch
among migrant workers, in
the notoriously difficult and
anti-union hotel industry

Jo Richardson will also
be speaking. And because
the whole Festival has been
organised to celebrate our

_

fightback and our victories,
Anwar Ditta has been ask-
ed to speak, and also to
lead a workshop on how to
fight the Home Office.

The rest of the day will
offer a varied programme
of short and feature films,
five  women's theatre
groups, exhibitions by the

TUC, Spare Rib, Women.

in Manual Trades and oth-
ers, rock bands, stalis,
kids’ events, festive food
and above all good ideas
from dozens of struggles
against the Tory attacks
on women’s lives.
. What do we want Soc-
ialist Organiser readers
and groups to do?
. First, publicise the Fest-
ival in your locality, organ-
ise transport, and bring as
many women as you can on
the day — especially those
new to ‘this sort of thing’.
Tickets are now available
(£3 all-in or £1.50 for wage-
less), with lower rates for
block bookings from out of
London. '
There's a new leaflet
out, two posters, and a set
of stickers.

Help

Second, we need help.
Londoners with any time to
give in the next fivé weeks
will be more than welcome
to join the planning group
(every Monday at 7pm at
374 Grays Inn Road, Kings
Cross). We need stewards
for the day (women) and
creche helpers (either sex),
who will be rewarded with!
free entry, a festival T-
shirt, and our undying grat-
itude. o

Contact the Planning
Group at 374 Grays Inn
Road, WC1 — and come to
the stewards’ meeting at
the General Picton pub,
Wharfdale Rd/Caledonian
Rd, N1, at 12 to 3pm on
April 26th.

—
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~ Women for
socialism

- having

by Gerry Byrne

A Socialist Organiser
women's caucus was set up
at our day school on March
22nd. We decided to meet at
least four times a year and
to set up a commission based
in London to deal with the
_ day-to-day running of the
work of the caucus.

We discussed some prob-
lems. Partly due to the
success of Women’'s Fight-
back, which Socialist Organ-
iser launched last year, we
found that SO women who
had set up Fightback groups
locally had become identif-
‘ied more with Fightback than
with SO.

The other side of that coin
is a tendency in SO groups
for ‘women’s issues’ to be
chanelled into Fightback,
rather than being the work
of the whole SO group.

With Fightback as the
women’s paper, SO tends to
be seen as the ‘‘men’s’
paper.

Many ideas came forward
to tackle this. We decided to
have a series of day schools
or meetings on women’s lib-
eration for all SO supporters.
The Women's Commission
should organise these. The
women's commission should
also provide a regular input
to the SO information circ-
ulars.

SO group meetings should
always have a part in the
agenda on the work of the
Fightback group, as well as

public meetings
and education meetings on
women's oppression.

We also agreed to make
sure that more women would
write for SO, so that the
image of it being a ‘men’s’
paper would be overcome.

\

The next SO national dele-
gate meeting will be discuss-
ing these points and working
out how they can be put into
practice.

The commission will be
meeting soon, and we should
be discussing how we can
organise a Socialist Organ-
iser women’s stall for the
Women’s Festival on May
9th. .

Contact: Mary Corbishley,
Basement Flat, 118 Tolling-
ton Park, London N4.

£3 for 12 issues, £6 for
24. Overseas, air mail,
£5 for 12 issues, £9 for
24.

Send to‘:’ SO, c/o 214
Sickert Court, London
N1. Cheques payable to
Socialist Organiser:

IT ISN'T YOUR
IMAGINATION

by Rachel Lever

IF YOU think sexual harass-
ment at work is confined to
the occasional grope and the
rare rape, you should see a
new Canadian film called,
‘It isn’t your imagination’’.

Women who have suffered
‘‘shame and humiliation’
talk about the dirty jokes, the
pin-ups, the sexual overtures
both crude and subtle, the
questions about their pri-
vate life, pointed comments
on their clothes (all often
passed off as a joke or friend-
ly banter), the pornography
left around for them to see or
the paternal arm on their
shoulder, and condemn it
all as sexual harassment.

The film suggests that the
industrial revolution was
where it all started, with
women being herded from
the cottage industries where
they had some skill and
standing into factories com-
pletely beyond their control.

It is certainly true that wo-
men working in ‘a man'’s
world’ — a fact constantly
underlined by the sexism
they face — must be doubly
alienated as well as doubly
exploited. And perhaps their
male workmates' tregtment
of them is (to paraphrase
Engels’ definition of  anti-
Semitism as ‘the socialism of
idiots’) ‘the workers’ control
of idiots’ — seeking the con-
solation of their male power
and assertion as a distraction
from their class subordina-
tion. ,

In other cases, sexual op-
pression and class oppress-
jon are combined, when
bosses, managers, super-
visors or foremen harass
women workers.

One of the women in the
film ‘could never face work-

ing in an office again’ —
which shows that there are
more ways of driving a wo-
man out of work than you
might think. And another
had mysteriously lost her job
after refusing the boss’s
sexual advances.

Their message  was:
don't keep quiet about it —
though they admit that kick-
ing up a fuss takes a lot of
courage or, better still, org-
anisation and solidarity.

First of all, the women
must get together and talk

about it. They can then take

action — anything from post-
ing up notices warning 'wo-
men about a particular man’s
behaviour, to raising .it in
their union.

Interviews with union offi-
cials bore witness to the Can-
adian women’s* success in
even making this a ‘trade un-
ion issue’. ’

In this country, only one
union, Nalgo, has a reputa-
tion for campaigning on the
issue — and this is almost
certainly a reputation still to
be earned. When I tackled
Nalgo official Tess Woodcraft
on what the union was doing
nationally, I got an evasive
reply, abdicating leadership
— “'It's got to be tackled in
the branches”’. (This is
something, of course, that no
union national officer would
say if the subject in question
was a wage claim!)

Actually, women are so
eager to take up this fight
that several Nalgo branches
have organised events (show-
ing this film, putting out a
questionnaire  or special
bulletin) merely because the
national Equal Opportunities
Committee has nodded in
the direction of a campaign
against sexism.

So whyv not accelerate it

with an campaign of articles
in the union paper {(not just
the women’s bulletin), the
drawing up of a union code of
practice to make sexism a
disciplinary offence, and the
special showing of this film
to delegates to national and
regional conferences and at
union training schools, with
discussion about its implica-
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tions and suggestions for its
use to raise the issue in the
branches.

Once again, it's a case of
‘if the leaders won’t lead, the
rank and file must’. You can
book the film {20 minutes,
16 mm, £15) from Cinema of
Women, 27 Clerkenwell
Close, EC1. Phone no. 251
4978.

lnba out now. 3 page feat-
ite Britain’. 21p including post-
age, or £1.20 for ten, from Women’s Fightback, 41 Elling-




- Mass
strikes in
New

- Zealand

by Paul White of
SOCIALIST FIGHT
(Australia)

Vand' the NZ Air Force
ferried home travellers
stranded by the disputes.

Having made his bed,
FOL leader Jim Knox was
loath to lie in it, and he

A battle by airline wotkers
over basic union principles,
in Australia and New Zea-
land, has just been sold out
by trade union and Labour
Party leaders.

In Australia, workers at
the national airline Qantas
struck against manage-
ment’s use of scab labour in
an earlier dispute over
! manning levels.

5 Across the Tasman, ab-

out 1200 Air New Zealand
engineers went out initially
for a 16.8% wage increase.

chief, the newly-elected
‘left’ Cliff Dolan, was at
least more consistent.
Dolan declared his support
for this blatant scabbery,
claiming it wasn’t strike-
breaking.

On 3 March, the FOL
Executive ordered all strik-
ers back to work, so that

\ talks with the hated New
Zealand prime minister,

But when 48 picketers were pI::)gc?c, d Muldo&r;nv:}(:ﬁzd
arrested at Auckland Inter- ACTU  president Dolan

national Airport, this escal-

lamely ‘protested’. ACTU -

s

ated into a fight for the
right to picket, as sympathy
strikes erupted throughout
the country.

By the end of February,
5100 Qantas workers were
out, and major industries
in New Zealand were forced
to close, as 100,000 New
Zealand unionists struck.
Support was growing daily
in both countries, and the
solidarity of airline unions
in Fiji and Britain was
enlisted.

Right from the start,
however, union leaders
played a, limiting and re-
stricting role.
equivalent of the TUC —
the Australian Council of
Trade Unions —- firmly re-
sisted spreading the action
to workers in. the two Aus-
tralian domestic airlines.
And workers in white coll-
ar unions affiliated to the
other main union federa-
tion, the Council of Austra-
lian Government Employee
Organisations, were not
asked to join the dispute
until it had gone on for over
two weeks. .

Generdl

In New Zealand, sym-
pathy strikes occurred in
the metal and freezing’in-
dustries, the pulp and pap-
er mills, public transport,
the maritime industry and
among petrol tanker driv-
ers. For a while, it looked
like developing into a gen-
eral strike. But the New
Zealand TUC — the Fed-
eration of Labour -— succ-
essfully isolated the action
to a few select sectors —
mainly in the metal
industry.

NZ Labour Party leader
Bill Rowling showed his
true colours, by calling for
a return to work ‘out df re-
spect for the law’. And at
a meeting of about 2500 de-
legates on 26 February,
FoL president Jim Knox
indicated agreement with
this — -if only the govern-
ment would agree to ‘talks’
on the anti-picketing legis-
lation.

While the bureaucrats
undercut the action, the
governments of both coun-
ries prepared their .trump
card. Having tested the
labour movement tops,
they knew they could afford
to be bold.

On Sunday 2 March, the
Royal Australian Air Force

Australia’s

had been preparing a ‘deal’
with  Qantas executive
Keith Hamiltan and the
Liberal Minister for Indus-

trial Relations, Andrew
Peacock. 4
In short, this involved

the ACTU agreeing to
shelve the scab labour
issue, and to try and reach
agreement on a ‘disputes
settling procedure’. At
the core of this procedure
were provisions aimed at
freezing out of future di-
sputes the powerful 4,500
Transport Workers’  Un-
ion members servicing
Qantas.

It is also understood
to provide for future indus-

trial action to be rendered .

ineffective, by restricting
it to grounding only one
plane at a time.

Deal

Dolan’s deal was oppos-
ed at the ACTU Executive

on 4 March by officials

from the Transport Work-
ers’ Union and the Store-
men and Packers’ Union.
Officials from both unions
stressed that the scab lab-
our issue remained central

for them.
‘*We cannot ' reconcile
ourself tothe use of staff

labour by Qantas during
industrial disputes’, he
said. ‘We were against it
yesterday, today, and will
be forever.

Unfortunately, these fine
sentiments were not back-
ed up by action at the mass
meeting called on 6 March.
Officials of both the TWU
and the SPU sat silently on
the platform while the offi-
cial recommendation was
put. Evidently loyalty to
their fellow bureaucrats
comes before loyalty to

_their own members.

In both Australia and
New Zealand, the action
was. taken off just when it
was at its highest point. In
New Zealand, this resuited
in the Muldoon government
going ahead with the pro-
secution of jailed picketers
under the Police Offences
Act. Dropping of all charg-
es and repeal of the Act had

been central demands of-

the strike movement.

Predictably, the FOL/
government talks used as
an excuse for stopping the
strikes have resulted in
nothing beyond a substant-
ial amount of hot air.

. organise for

by Rex Roberts

ON SATURDAY  28th
March, 702 delegates to
the CND labour movement
conference called upon the
whole labour movement to
unilateral
disarmament and for with-
drawal from NATO.

Reg Rdce MP detailed
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organising
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the barriers which stand in
the way of disarmament:

* NATO. *“It is’", he
said, ‘‘an organisation of
militarism, arguing for
increased spending... there
is an- increasing likeli-
hood of war because of
our membership of that
alliance”’

® Secrecy in government.

* The independence of
the Parliamentary Labour

Party. i
® The present political
structure, which tries to

make us believe ‘‘that we -

need a warfare economy to
create a welfare economy’’,
and ‘‘that nuclear weapons
protect us from the Red
Menace"'.

We need, said Reg Race,
to make people aware of the
Tory strategy. Equally, the
trade unions must be pre-
pared to hold the next Lab-
our Government to its
commitment to unilateral
disarmament, and not get
‘loyalty jitters' if they see
that Government backing
away.

The campaign against
the missiles is not a single
struggle, many speakers

emphasised. **We must be *

said Pete
Socialist

crystal clear’’,
Keenlyside, a

Organiser supporter from -
“that it is

Manchester,

*

How Labourcan
ban the bomb

not an isolated issue, but
part of the fight against the
class that rules us’’.

‘““Remember that we
have, if necessary, the
power to strike out the
bomb’’, a POEU delegate
reminded us, and others
spoke of the need to:

® organise at the work-
place,

® unite the campaign
with struggles against un-
employment and racism,

* mobilise massive sup-
port to ‘swamp London’
in an October demonstra-
tion for jobs, not arms.

® Elect councils which
will challenge, rather than
manage, the system.

¢ Commit union leader-
ships to the campaign.

* Ensure that we have a
Labour government com-
mitted to unilatetal dis-
armament, _through the
fight for Labour Party de-
mocracy.

® Gain more
control in production
throughout industry, to
show the way to more vul-
nerable arms workers in
their struggle for convers-
ion to socially useful pro-
duction.

But now the real work
begins. As Reg Race' said,
‘“Resolutionary politics is
not enough’’.

workers’

Another
100 by

May Day

by Martin Thomas

TO RECRUIT another 100
supporters by May Day:
that’s the target Socialist
Organiser set itself at our
national dayschool on March
22nd, the day following the
joint cuts conference with the
Campaign for Democracy in
the Labour Movement.

Militants from the rent
strikes that will start in April;’
new activists drawn into the
Labour Party, specially round
the campaigns for the May
7th elections; and comrades
in Women’s Fightback, are
some of the major groups we
will be approaching to win
new support for Socialist
Organiser.

A Socialist Organiser wo-
men’s caucus was” establish-
ed at the dayschool [see re-
port, p.4], and has started
working out some ideas to
make Spcialist Organiser
groups more habitable and
accessible for women. ’

The dayschool discussed
tHe need for. a higher profile
for SO. The SO Secretariat
proposed -that we should
adopt the name ‘Socialist
Organiser Alliance’, as pre-
ferable to the vague descrip-
tion ‘Socialist Organiser
groups’. The basic idea of a
new name was widely ac-
cepted, but the specific pro-
posal, ‘Alliance’, was narr-
owly voted down. So we’re
looking for new ideas!

Workshops - at the day
school discussed factory
bulletins, support work for
industrial disputes, the role
of Marxist councillors, and
the Liverpool to London jobs
march. A workshop on
Party democracy focused
specially on local govern-
ment, and is reported by
Nigel Williamson on page 7.

- The workshop on the youth

movement discussed prepar-
ations for the Labour Party
Young Socialists conference
over Easter, and made
some plans for the next issue
of the youth paper linked
with  Socialist Organiser,
‘Barricade’.
" We also discussed the
paper. Views differed, but
as at previous national meet-
«ings there was a widespread
feeling for a more popular,
less crammed, paper, with
more space for articles on
aspects of society and every-
day life which aren’t always
seen as ‘political’.

At present we're terribly
limited by pace and re-
sources. More papers sold,
‘more supporters recruited,
are essential if we’re going to
overcome those limits with a
bigger and or more frequent

\

Socialist Organiser badges
— ready soon. Get your
orders in now. 20p each
from 214 Sickert Court,
London N1 2SY. 5




Join the fight

THE LABOUR Manifesto
for the Greater London
Council election — due to
take place, with other coun-
cil elections, on May 7th —
promises a 25% fares cut
followed by a freeze, cheap-
er school meals, and a
freeze on GLC rents.

There will be a Greater
London Enterprise Board;
office and hotel develop-
ment will be blocked; and
‘civil defence’ will be scrap-
ped.

Rate rises to finance this
programme will amount 'to
perhaps £1 a week by
1983-4. Because much of
the burden will be born by

* the City and Central Lon-
don, regular users of Lon-
don Transport should have
a clear gain of about £1.50
a week.

Recent big borough
council rate rises have only
postponed cuts and allowed
the councils to put off a
clash with the Tories.
But these ‘municipal tax-
es’, in contrast, will be
levied for a positive pro-
gramme.

Such pledges, however,
are not the most important
things.

What’s important, and
unique, about the London
Labour Party’s campaign
for the GLC is: ’

¢ The Manifesto was de-
cided by a special confer-
ence, following long de-

HOW THE LEFT WON|
NORTH IS

NORTH Islington has seen
some of Labour’s hardest
left/right struggles over
recent years. Steve Bun-
dred, a left-winger, was
named as North Isling-
ton’s Labour candidate for
the Greater London Coun-
cil by the London Labour
Party Executive after long
battles — and six Islington
borough councillors soon
resigned “from the Labour
Party to announce that one
of them, Pat Sheeran, will
be standing against Steve
Bundred as a ‘social demo-
crat’.

Steve Bundred told Soc-
ialist Organiser:

The struggle has been
going on in North Islington
Jor many years. The Left

" has now become strong
enough to win — over 400
people voted for left candi-
dates in the branch AGMs
at the beginning of the
year.,

The activities of Islington
Council since 1978 have
‘disaffected many of the
people that the Right tradi-
tionally relied on for sup-
port. Old age pensioners,
Jfor example, can no longer
be turned out for the Right
in the way they could, be-

_ cause Islington Council has
been slashing pensioners’
lunch clubs and social serv-
ices provision. :

Also many people who in
the past had written the
Labour Party off, and would
have regarded themselves
as vague non-aligned soc-
ialists, have realised that
membership of the Party is
essential simply to defend
their own interests.

The Social Democratic
candidate standing against
me represents a small fac-
tion from the North Isling-
ton Labour Party. They've
been defeated by socialists
after years of struggle, and

they've decided they can't
stomach that defeat. )

They're getting a great
deal of help from the press.
They've got no support, no
organisation, in the con-
stituency, but they're gett-
ing support from the press

( because it serves the inter-

bates. And the London Lab-
our Party has demanded a
written pledge by each can-
didate to consider him/
herself bound by the mani-
festo and by London Lab-
our Party policy.

It has also proposed that
the GLC Labour Group
leader should be elected by
conference rather than by
the councillors; but the

Labour Party National Ex-

ecutive has refused to ratify
this.

®* There was an open,
organised campaign to get
left-wing candidates select-
ed 'by the Labour Parties.
If Labour wins on May 7th,
an organised left wing will
have a majority in the
Labour group.

* The Manifesto declar-
-es: ‘A Labour GLC and Inn-
er London Education Auth-
ority will resist any cuts and
‘demand that the Tory Gov-
ernment provides the nec-
essary finance-to maintain
and improve all council
services.  Understanding
that the Tory Government
does not listen to pleas but
only responds to pressure,
a Labour GLC and ILEA
will appeal to the. Labour
and Trade Union move-
ment to take action, includ-
ing industrial action, to
support its stand.

‘Mass opposition to Tory
policies led by a Labour -
GLC could become the focal -

ests of the press to see the
Labour Party lose these
elections.

So what next for the Left
in North Islington?

The first perspective
must be the 1982 Islington
council: the sort of mani-
festo we'll have, the type
of candidates we'll be putt-
ing forward.

'But the Labour Party is
not just a vehicle that se-
lects councillors. It's a poli-
ticg) campaigning body. Or
it ought to be — it's not
been in the past.

We need to mobilise the
party and turn it into a poli-
tical propaganda machine.

What about your role as
a GLC councillor?

Our manifesto will bring
us into direct conflict with
the Government. There's
no doubt about that. The
role of the GLC, in my view,
will be to tackle the Govern-
ment head-on, and lead the
political struggle in Lon-
don.

What if the Tories threat-
en to use the courts against
the GLC? '

1 think we defy the law.
The labour movement has
never achieved Wnything
by meekly acquiescing.
Mdajor changes in the law
have always come about as

LINGTON

point of a national can.-
paign against the cuts, for
an immediate General El-
ection and a Labour Gov-
ernment’.

So a Labour GLC does
not promise ‘socialism on
the rates’. It promises to
use County Hall as a plat-
form for the fight against
the Tories.

Strong grounds for any
working class person to
vote Labour on May 7th.
But voting plus reliance on
good intentions at County
Hall is not enough.

40-0dd Labour men and
women on the GLC can nev-
er beat the Tories without
an organised mass cam-
paign behind them. Many
of the left GLC candidates
have already supported
climbdowns from left mani-
festos on borough coun-
cils. And right now there is
no clear pledge of Labour
GLC policy on one close-to-
home issue: the London
Labour Party’s call for an
immediate 35 hour week for

C employees.

Socialist Organiser says:
Join the Labour Party.
Work to get out the Labour

. vote. Help recruit to Lab-
our. Organise the Left In
the Labour Party on a clear
fighting policy, to mobijlise
support behind the Labour
GLC when it fights the Tor-
ies, and to lead independ-
ently if it wavers or cops
out.

‘Steve Bundred, Labour GLC candidate for N, Islingto

a consequence of direct
action, and that direct ac-
tion in most cases has been
in contravention of the pre-
vious laws.

The Labour GLC will be
pledged to accountability.
And I want to see it happen
not just within the Party it-
self. I would like to see the
Party going out to the elect-
orate.

Because when we reach:
the point of confrontation,
our chances of success will
be very much strengthened
if we have made sure that
tenants’ associations, com-
munity organisations, and
50 on, know what we've
been doing in County Hall,
and why we 've been doing
.

When Poplar Council
defied the Government in
the 1920s, one of the ways
they did it was through rent
and rate strikes. That made
the powers of the district
auditor ineffective. The
Government and the Lon-
don County Council [as it
was then] could be assured
that tenants would refuse
to pay unless the council
advised them to — so there
was really nothing they
could do other than to reach
an accommodation with the
council. ’

KEN LIVINGSTONE, a
left wing minority voice in
the present Greater Lon-
don Council Labour
Group, could well be the
Leader of a new Labour
GLC.

‘How we start will -be
important. On May 29,
the day after we take con-
trol of the Council offi-
cially, the Liverpool
marchers reach London.

‘It's been agreed that
the marchers should be
accommodated in County
Hall, as a gesture to show
that Labour identifies with
them.

‘Theh, wherever there
is an industrial dispute in
London, we shall go down
and support it. Local GLC
facilities will be put at the
disposal of the strikers.

‘The GLC should pro-
duce a regular newspap-
er, going out to every
home in London, spelling
out what it's doing, why,
and what money it needs
from the Government.

Areas

‘If the Government tries
to prevent our policies of,
for example, subsidising
British Rail, we shall go
into the area of each-Con-
servative MP in London,
call public meetings, ex-
plain what we want to do,
and organise.

‘Also, we should have a
public meeting at least
twice a year in every con-
stituency, called by the
‘GLC, to explain our pol-
icies.

‘We shall go into the
areas where there are
Tory councils cutting serv-
ices. Take the éxample of
Ealing, where the Council
for Community Relations
has had its grant cut be-
cause it denounced the
police murder of Blair
Peach. The GLC should
step in and fund the CCR.

‘We should do the same
with right-wing Labour
councils — people should
be able to look to a social-
ist GLC to defend their
interests.

‘There’s no way we can
supplant the primary
drive against the Govern-
ment, which has to be in-
dustrial. But we can forge
links with the trade un-

" ions.

Parts

‘There are two parts to
our manifesto. We’ll be
cutting fares and school
meal prices, and so on.
And secondly, we’ll use
the whole structure of the

. GLC to support trade un-

ionists in struggle
throughout London — set
up a trade union resource
centre, identify the coun-
cil with trade union
struggles, and work with
the trade unions to try to
bring this Government
down ahead of its time.

‘A socialist GLC could
also provide an impulse
as Labour Parties are
drawing up their mani-
festos and selecting their
candidates for the bor-
ough elections in 1982. A
year after the election, in

boroughs like Camden,
Islington, Southwark,
Hackney, and Woands.

worth, we could have not
just Labour control, but

Labour councils support-
ing firmly socialist poli-
cies and replacing their
present leaderships’.

But so far left Labour
councils have come up ag-
ainst the Government one
by one. One by one they
have said they're isolated,
they‘ve backed down, and
they've made sure the
next in line is isolated,
too. Will a Labour GLC
be prepared to be the
FIRST to take on the
Tories?

THE
LESSONS
OF -

LAMBETH

‘WE HAVE to learn’, Ken
Livingstone says, ‘from the
successes and mistakes of
Lambeth’ — where left wing
Labour councillors played a
big national role in the anti-
cuts fight, but this month
buckled and went for 10%
cuts.

‘If I'd been on Lambeth
council, I would have voted
against the cuts package and
for the full 57% rate increase
to fund the programme’.

What about the working
class anger against the
supplementary rate rise in
January?
~ 'If the Labour group had
gone for a large rate increase
in 1980, it could have been
avoided. But the pressure on
them to keep the rate down
led to a budget with a very:
Harrow margin, and the
Heseltine penalties were the

“last straw.

‘I think there’s been a lack
of understanding on the Left
of the redistributive effect
of rates’.

‘Yes. Having set our
policies, and having got a

. solid bloc within the GLC

Labour group that isn't
prepared to compromise
on them, we have no alter-
native but to lead.

RED FL
COUNT

‘We've formed a Brief-
ing group, analogous to
the Tribune group in Parl-
iament, and a majority of
the next Labour Group
has been attending it. The
next Group wili-be pre-
dominantly Tribunite,
with all the strengths and
weaknesses that implies.

‘Perhaps part of the
failure in Lambeth ‘was
that they didn't make
structural changes in the'
relationship of the ‘Labour
Group to the constituen-
cies. | will be proposing in
the new GLC Labour
Group that we implement
recorded voting from the
word go, and that we open
Group meetings to ob-
servers from each Constit-
uency Labour Party and
trade union.

‘At next year’s Labour
Party conference there
should be a session set
aside for a debate about
what the Labour Group
has done at County Hall.

There is also an idea that
the Regional Executive
shoutd - have continuing
working groups, with an
input into GLC policy.

Attack

‘There will
turns’.

What about the ‘Soc-
ial Democrats’ — includ-
ing Jim Daly, who is
standing against Ken Liv-
ingstone in Paddington?

‘If we have a public
debate in Paddington, |
shall attack the Tory for
having voted to increase
rents by 110% in four
years, and attack Jim
Daly for voting to increase
them by 105% in two
years. We’'ll have to get
home to people that there
are really two Tory candi-
dates standing.

‘'When we're canvass-
ing in  working-class
areas, no-one mentions
the Social Democrats.
They mention getting the
Tories out’.

be no U-

The next step

forthe

KEN Livingstone sees the
GLC manifesto policies as

‘something like the Alter-
native Economic Strategy.
Not in any sense revolution-
ary — because the Labour
Party isn't at that stage.

‘The problem isn’t so
much what your notional pol-
icies are, but whether you'll
fight to implement them.

The policies of the inde-
pendent Tribunite people
who provide the majority of
the London Labour Party may
not be ideologically perfect, .
but they have a strong com-
mitment to make sure they’re
implemented — while some
more theoretical tendencies
are unwilling to take on the
leadership . of the Labour
Party at any level.

. ‘You cannot have a revolu-
tionary policy for a local
council. A revolutionary base
can only exist in industrial
struggle, it cannot come from
the council chamber. or from
Parliament.

‘The next stage should be
a left Labour government,
following Bennite policies.
You can’t jump from the Call-
aghan government to a per-
fect revolutionary position.
You've got to go through a
spectrum of left wing opin-
ion’,

Lf?

But if the Bennite govern-
ment turns out like Allende
in Chile, we won't get a
chance to try the ‘next stage’
after that. ..

‘You're right. It’s a prob-
]Le;;nf]t' It’s a dilemma for the

‘If the policies of a left Lab-
our government are doomed
to fail, then it’'s a question
of whether it has the sort of
leadership that can learn
from its failures and develop
and appeal for support, or
whether it will retreat and
mak«_e cuts as the only way to
survive.

‘I think, on balance, that
Benn would most probably
take the first course "

Despite his previous re-

“cord?

‘Bespite his previous re-
cord’.
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or against the state?

N )

ates in managing the capital-
ist system in ‘a responsible
manner’. A Marxist repre-
sentative sees herself or him-
self, on the contrary, as
speaking for working class
interests against the State,
as being accountable to the
Party who chose them and

the workers
them.

At the moment, of course,
Marxist representatives are
in 'a minority in Labour
Groups. However, such is the
pressure from central gov-
ernment that there is very
little middle ground left.

| ths}

A few years ago, when the

who elected

, cuts were introduced by a

Labour government, Coven-
try Labour councillor Harry
Caplan said angrily: ‘You
people don’t gnow the half of
it. This is a snowstorm be-
fore the blizzard. We’ll all
be Tories or Trots before this
lot is finished’.

Clir Harry Caplan is not
one of the 12 Coventry rebel
councillors expelled” once

LX XN

4pc swing
needed

The  Greater London
Council has 92 members,
one for each parliament-
ary constituency in its
area. The Tories won con-
trol in 1977. To win back
the GLC, Labour needs a
4.1% swing in its favour
compared with the May
1979 general election.

" Help is specially need-
ed in the marginal consti-
tuencies. Phone the Lab-

our Party, [01-]703
0833, for constituency
contact addresses and

phone numbers.

the usual cabal. And ii commits a Laboyr

again from the Labour Group

— but perhaps it’s not
too late.

Ross Catlin is standing in
Boughton Green Ward,
Northampton.

I am standing to further

‘ the campaign of the
Trades Council, whose
policy for 18 months now has
been to oppose rate and rent

-increases as well as the cuts.

The Labour Manifesto
does not fully reflect this mil-
itant stand, but it does say
Labour will use all means at
its disposal to force the Gov-
ernment to pay up for the
services we require.

My Labour Party branch
will also be publicising the’
Liverpool to London Jobs
march at the same time as

electioneering. And 1 shall
argue

: for an immed-
1ate’ 35 hour week for ,
council employees.

HOW LABOUR CAN

CONTROL THE
COUNCILLORS

NIGEL WILLIAMSON, a
member of the Campaign for
Labour Party Democracy’s
Local Government Action
Committee, reports on the
discussion about Labour

cracy at the March 22nd
Socialist Organiser day-
school.

‘THE FIGHT for democracy
and accountability in local
government must not be for-
gotten’, wrote Jon Lansman
in SO 37. At the Socialist
Organiser dayschool, it be-
came increasingly apparent
that in fact it is rapidly mov-
ing to the top of the political
agenda.

More and more ruling Lab-
our Groups are making large-
scale cuts, against the wishes
of their lgeal parties, and ag-

ainst the manifesto on which

they were elected. So the
campaign for democratic
reform in local government
forges a very close, visible,
and relevant link between
Labour’s constitutional de-
bates and the immediate
political issues.

At the dayschool, speaker
after speaker referred to the
issue in general debate, and
the workshop on Labour
Party democracy concentrat-
ed almost exclusively on it.
The need for the accountabil-
ity of councillors was realised
by all, and there was fairly
clear agreement about how
that accountability should be
achieved.

Signed pledges and loyal-
ty oaths were dismissed as
not worth the paper upon
which they are written. As
some of those who have free-
ly signed such a pledge in the
GLC elections prove, little

bits of paper are not going to'

stand in the way of the deter-
mined careerist.

At present, Labour coun-
cillors are- only bound to
abide by Group standing ord-
ers, not. by party policy —
surely a strange set of prior-
ities. The solution, then,
must be to write into those
standing orders a commit-
ment to follow party policy.

This has already been done
by the Labour Group on Stirl-
ing District Council..In May
1980, the National Executive
Committee agreed a series of
amendments to their stand-
ing order, so that councillors
are bound by the manifesto

councillors and Labour demo-

on which they were elected.
If any new information
makes them wish to vote in a
manner contrary to the mani-
festo, then they must seek a
joint meeting with the local
Party — and ‘no contrary
policy shall be followed by
any Group member without
the express permission of the
General Committee of Stirl-
ing District Labour Party’.
Stirling now also elects its

‘Labour Group leader at a

joint meeting of the Labour
Group and the District Party.
It is, of course, only logical
that the party body that con-
trols the manifesto and selec-
tion process should be given
the power to elect the Labour
Group leader.

London Labour has pro-
posed some similar reforms.

Of course, there are large
areas of local government

PHOTQ: TESSA HOWLAND (IFL)
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democracy which remau
unchartered. In Stirling, for
instance, although the Group
leader is chosen by a wider
franchise, the selection of
nominations to civic offices
(including chairpersons and
vicechairpersons of com-
mittees) still lies firmly in
the hands of the Labour
Group. And the local party
does not have full control
over Group discipline and
the withdrawal of the whip.

Councillors in Manchest-
er, Bristol, Coventry, South-
wark and other areas have
had the whip withdrawn for
voting against cuts imple-
mented by the Labour Group,
despite Party policy locally
being against the cuts, and
national policy being for ‘a
united fight... on a firm no-
cuts position’ (ironically, an
emergency resolution moved
by Ted Knight at the 1980
Annual Conference).

It also emerged very clear-
ly from our discussions on
the 22nd that we need reform
of the party bodies to which
councillors are to be account-
able.

In many instances, district
parties, county parties, and
local government commit-
tees are totally unrepresenta-
tive. In Lambeth, for ex-
ample, the majority of the de-
legates from at least one
GMC to the Local Govern-
ment Committee are also
councillors. There is clearly
little point in making council-
lors accountable to another
body which they also control!

That apart, these bodies
have other unsatisfactory
aspects, and one possible
solution would be to abolish
the two-tier system of repre-
sentation from GMCs and
replace it with direct repre-
sentation from the wards,
union branches, women's
sections, etc.

Again, Stirling has done
this. According to Labour
Group leader Mike Connarty,
it has brought greatly increa-
sed attendance and improved
the representative nature of
the District Party.

It must be stressed that
democracy and accountabil-
ity cuts both ways. If we
champion accountability,
and the local Party agrees
that a package of cuts is the
only option open to the Lab-
our Group, then progressive
councillors will find them-
selves having to vote for un-
palatable decisions.

This would not, of course,
stop them from taking the
argument out to the local

party and the local commun--

ity, and campaigning against
the decision: indeed, it
would be essential for them
to do so. On particular points
of principle where the coun-
cillor could never bring him/
herself to support Party
policy in the council chamb-
er, s/he would have to con-
sider the option of resigning.

To champion democracy
and accountability only when
it works in our favour is to
play into the hands of the
right wing opponents of re-
form.

The current position on
local government reform is
that the NEC has established
a sub-committee to. enquire
into amending the model
rules and standing- orders of
Labour Groups, inviting sub-
missions from all party org-
anisation. It then plans to
bring forward ‘detailed pro-
posals’ to the 1981 Annual
Conference.

This would appear to be'

unwise, particularly follow-
ing the defeat of a motion
calling for reform at the rec-
ent Scottish Annual Meet-
ing. This defeat was due to
the abstention of the TGWU,
and in fact not one union
has policy on local govern-
ment democracy yet.

Therefore, any such meas-
ures brought before Annual
Conference this year are
tikely to be defeated heavily,
and the issue will then be
buried for three years with
the re-introduction of the
three year rule for constitu-
tional issues.

If proposals are brought to
the 1982 conference instead,
it will allow 18 months to
mount a rank and file cam-
paign, greatly increasing the
chances of success. :

The Campaign for Labour
Party Democracy is circula-
ting a model constitutional
amendment this year which,
in many ways, is far more
conservative than the rule
changes already agreed by

+ either Stirling or London Lab-
our Parties. CLPD is in great
danger, in fact, of being left
completely behind in the de-
mands for democratic reform
of local govérnment struc-
tures.

The rearguard action ag-
ainst local government demo-
cracy is going to be even
more bitter than the argu-
ments over accountability
of MPs, if only because in-
stead of one elitist group,
the PLP, we have 454 Labour
Groups all attempting to pre-
serve their privileged and
elitist position. Nevertheless,
we must remain confident
that we can win this crucial
reform. -
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ANDREW WIARD (REPORT)

by John Watts

VLADIMIR Derer's article
in Socialist Organiser 32

raised issues of strategy .

and tactics that have been
the subject of debate in the
socialist movement from its
early days. He said, ""The
programme of the left. at
any given stage. must cor-
respond to the existing lev-
el of consciousness of the
people to whom we are
appealing "’ and that
"'... people can be organis-
ed only around such de-
mand as they are prepared
to support \

In his excellent reply,
John O’Mahony correctly
answered this line of argu-
ment by saying that the left
must base itself upon “an
overall analysis of society
and a basic historical pro-
gramme for the working
class to create a socialist
society’’. He went on to
explain, in very clear
terms, how this involved
the ~use of transitional
demands, rooted in the
needs of the working class.

I would like to develop
these ideas in the form of
a critique of Vladimir's
method.

In any given struggle the
left has to represent the

interests and need of the
whole working class as opp-
osed to those of a section of
the class. This seemingly
abstract statement has
profound practical implic-
ations. Let us take a very
topical issue: import con-
trols. Unfortunately,
large sections of the Brit-
ish  working class are
‘“‘prepared to support’’ and
are prepared to ‘‘be organ-
ised around such de-
mands.”” And this does,
indeed, correspond to the
“‘existing level of con-
sciousness.”’

But the left has to wage a
struggle  against the
demand for import controls
under the - capitalist sys-
tem. Why? Because such a
demand counterposes the
(apparent) interests of a
section of the working class
(the British) to those of»
the international prolet-
ariat. The call for import
contrpls unites the work-
ers and capitalists of one
country against the work-
ers of another. It is a
demand to “‘export”’
unemployment to the work-
ers of other countries. It
prevents, in a very real
way, the international unity

ot the working class
which, 'in this period of
the dominance of the
multinationals, is an urg.
ent and practical necessity
in day-to-day struggles.

There are worse exam-
ples. The French Commu-
nist Party, in calling for an
end to immigration, is
undoubtedly putting' for-
ward something  which
“*corresponds to the
existing consciousness’’ of
big sections of the French
working class. But where
does this take the French
CP and the French working
class? Along the racist
road of blaming their
problems on the immigrant
workers!

Sectarian

Obviously Vladimir does
not think along these
lines — but this is the
logic of his argument. The
least one can say is that his
method gives no guide-
lines as to how to combat
such wrong ideas. Rather
than  using  Vladimir’s
formulation as a guide to
action, the left must, when
it sees the existing level of
consciousness leading to

i

arguments of John O’Mah-
ony. On the contrary, the
concept of transitional
demands (and of course
the transitional pro-
gramme) is based upon the
recognition of the need to
get workers into ‘‘real
movement”’. Andisit true
that we can complacently

say, as Vladimir does
(perhaps unwittingly) that
anti-Tory  battles ‘‘are

already going on’’? There
is a crisis of stratégy and
tactics for the struggle
against the Tory govern-
ment. This crisis is imped-
ing the real movement of
workers. There is a growing
awareness that traditional
methods of  struggle
(e.g. those which sufficed
in the period of capitalist
upswing) are inadequate in

this present period. Some -

sections of the class are
reluctant to go into action
because of this.

The left, through trying
to learn from the historic
and international exper-
ience of the working class,
is seeking to resolve that
crisis. This means suggest-
ing demands and methods
of struggle which are, in
many cases, in conflict with
the existing level of con-
sciousness.

:pport for demands which
are opposed to the inter-
national and historic inter-
ests of the working class,
be prepared to fight
tooth and nail against that
consciousness.

There is the germ of a
correct idea in Vladimir's
argumentation. It is not
particularly new. In argu-
ing against sectarian curr-
ents in the infant German
socialist movement, Marx
said: ‘‘Every step of real
movement is more import-
ant than a dozen pro-
grammes. (Letter to W.
Bracke, May Sth 1875) and
marxists do consider it
axiomatic that conscious-
ness  changes  mainly
through involvement in

- mighty class actions. And it

is true that there are some
to whom Vladimir’s strict-
ures can be applied — a
classic example being the
SLL (forerunner of the
WRP) giving out a leaflet
entitled ““Why we are not
marching’’ to one of Brit-
ain’s  biggest ever anti-
imperialist demonstrations
in October 1968.

But none of this applies
to the supporters of Social-
ist Organiser for to the

Democratic reform is widely accepted in the Labour Party now — but it started with a minority

This is not living in a
fantasy world — it is trying
to find a way forward
for the real movement of
workers. When the left puts

forward the idea of factory-

occupations as a method
of struggle against unemp-
loyment it is in response to
a situation ‘where the
‘normal’ methods have
proven to be inadequate. It
is the oh-so-practical
reformists who are holding
back the real movement of
workers by trying to pre-
vent the adoption of such
demands of the grounds

that thdy are too advanced.

Risk

Comrade Vliadimir's for-
mulations ieave out the
vital question of the lead-
ership of the class. The

. existing leadership of the

class  —  primarily the,
reformists and the Stal-
inists — work consciously

to hold back the real move-

‘ment of the working class.

Through his  one-sided
formulation of the problem,
comrade Vladimir would
blame this onto the working

class’s low level of cons-
ciousness.

Moreover, Vladimir’s
prescriptions cannot really
be put into effect. How do
we know what are the
demands around which
workers  are  ‘‘already
prepared to struggle’’?
As O’Mahony demon-
strates, this can only be
determined in the process
of struggle. If we say in
advance of the struggle that
the workers are unwilling
to support certain demands
or methods of struggle,
even if these correspond to
their interests and needs,
we are running the risk of
holding back the struggle.
Thus, far from being a
method which leads to the
stimulation of the real
movement, Vladimir’s
‘“lifeless formulae’’ are
likely to lead to the inhib-
ition of struggle.

Suppress

The weakness of com-
rade Vladimir’s line of arg-
ument is further shown by
what [ would like to think
is a slip of the typewriter:
“Only if those who oppose
major social reform resort

Where to begin

self-determination. This
involves the suppression of
the most elementary civil

"liberties and the use of

torture and other forms of
repression. This is not
confined to the six counties.
The Prevention of Terror-
ism Act and other similar
measures are in operation
in Britain itself.

Yesterday, the British
ruling class used  these
methods over half the
world. Every conceivable
form of repression has
been used to keep the jolly
old British empire safe for
imperialist exploitatton. All
this was done to meet a
challenge to part of British
imperialism’s interests.
With a record like this, isn’t
it obvious that when the
loss of the whole of its
power is posed the British
capitalist class will use
every method at its dis-
posal.

Unfortunately, the mass
of the British working class
do not see things in these
terms. Bourgeois ° ideo-
logy has mystified the nat-
ure of the struggles of the
Irish people and other lib-
eration movements. This
is why it is doubly import-
ant to have solidarity with
such struggles as part of

to extra-parliamentary
resistance will it be poss-
ible to convinge people
that  extra-parliamentary
means are necessary. It is
living in a fantasy world to
puft in that qualification
ST

The real world consists of
Chile, Germany, Spain,
Italy...... the real world
does not contain one single
example of the ruling class
giving up power without
using. every method of
struggle to maintain its
dominance.
. Rather than being an ex-
ception to this rule, British
capitalism is a typical
(maybe classical) example.
It is the height of irrespon-
sibility ‘for the left to say
otherwise. Only in this way
can we help to prepare the
working class for the
struggles which will face it.

One does not have to be a
Marxist to draw this conclu-
sion. It can be drawn from
rurely empirical exper-
ience. T Jay, the British
ruling class is engaged in
far-reaching extra-parlia-
mentary methods of
struggle to suppress the
desire of the Irish people to
complete their struggle for

" the programme of the left.
This not only helps these
%truggles, it also lays the

asis for educating the
working class on ‘these
questions. :

The main problem with
the way Vladimir poses the
problem is that by the time
the British ruling class is
actually engaged in extra-

parliamentary struggle . it -

will probably be too late to
convince the working class
to respond in kind.

Violence

,JOf course, we will no.
persuade the mass of the
British working class of
this necessity by propa-
ganda, alone. But this must
inform our line in today's
struggles. We will prepare
increasing numbers of
workers for this eventuality
if, here and now, we intro-
duce into the struggles of
today the concepts of work-
ers’ 'self-defence and if we
refuse to accept the sanctity
of bourgeois property forms
and the monopoly of viol-
ence by the state. This

~

JOHN WATTS
continues the
debate on socialist
strategy, with
another reply to
Viadimir Derer’s
_article in Socialist
é)rganiser no.

means coming into conflict
with existing conscious-
ness.

But this is not all utopian
or living in a fantasy world.
Every factory occupation,
every militant picket line,
every refusal to be intimid-
ated by the police and every
militant demonstration,
because they are based on
the real movement of the
working class, can take the
workers along this road of
understanding.

Finally, 1 do not think
that our differences with
Viadimir are anything like
as big as he appears to
believe. His own practice is
in contradiction with his
arguments. Vladimir and
other comrades of CLPD
have played a very import-
ant role inside the Labour
Party. In the early days of
this struggle, it was by no
means the case that it
“‘corresponued’” to - the
existing level of ‘‘con-
sciousness of the people”
to whom Vladimir and co.
were appealing. On the
contrary, Vladimir and- the
other comrades of the

» CLPD had to wage a long
educational struggle to
convince people of the
relevance, importance
and possibility of this
struggle. Sometimes, it
might have appeared that
the comrades of the CLPD
were putting  forward
“lifeless formulae™”
and thag they lived in a
“‘fantasy world'’ when they
argued for such things as
the mandatory reselection
pf MPs.

We arc ail very glad that
Vladimir and his comrades
did not lose heart and con-
fine their efforts to those
political struggles which
corresponded to the exist-
ing level of consciousness.
Instead they helped to
change that consciousness,
and the left is in a much
better  position because
they did.

Today, Viadimir is very
active in the East European
Solidarity Campaign. [ am
not at all convinced that
this campaign corresponds
to the existing level of
consciousness of people in
Britain.

I believe that the major-
ity of people in Britain —
even the majority of those
people to whom this cam-
paign addresses itself —

- have a crude anti-commun-

- ist understanding of, for

instance. what is taking
place in Poland today. Yet
this campaign s vitally
necessary both for the
workers of Eastern Europe
and for the workers of Bri-
tain (so that they can begin
to learn from the experien-
ces of the anti-bureaucratic
struggle in the post-capital-
ist regimes of Eastern
Europe). .

Viadimir undoubtedly
understands this, and this
is why he is active.in this
campaign.
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‘Two more join hunger strike

TWO MORE Republican
prisoners have joined the
two already on hunger
strike in the Maze prison
in support of their demand
to be recognised as political
prisoners and not be con-
sidered as criminals. Ray
McCreesh and  Patsy
O’Hara began their hunger
strike on March 23rd, foll-
owing Bobby Sands and
Frankie Hughes.

original hunger strike call-
ed off. -

It has been subject to an
almost total press blackout,
with British ministers try-
ing to pretend that it is not
taking place. This will be
more difficult after the
forthcoming  Fermanagh
and South Tyrone by-elect-
ion, where Bobby Sands
will be standing in order to
draw attention to the H
Block struggle.

The hunger strike began
again at the beginning of
March, following the Brit-
ish government’s refusal to
implement the ‘step-by-
step’ agreement they offer-
ed in December to get the

Both the other possible
Republican candidates,
Bernadette McAliskey and
Noel Maguire (brother of
the previous MP, Frank
Maguire) stood down in

Hoover:stop the lies!

by Ian McLeish

AFTER YEARS of retreat,
the start of a fightback.
Workers- at Hoover, Cam-
buslang, are resisting the
company’s latest job cuts
plan. And sb far the com-
pany has been forced to
postpone a week’s shut-

down of the works planned
for March 23rd.

The bosses’ plan, pre-
sented on March 4th, is:

®* A reduced range of
products,

e Shutting the ~ factory
one week in four.

® 418 more jobs to go —
which would mean the fact-

. Hands off
‘workers’ Poland

continued from page 1

that there is no solution in
Poland alone. An anti-
bureaucratic revolution
begun in Poland will spread
— or the surviving bureau-
cracy will stifle the Polish
workers’ movement.

The progressive struggle
for Polish independence
will set fire to similar move-
ments in the other 6ccupied
East European countries,
or it will be stifled by
the Kremlin.

It is probably true that .

most Polish militants know
this. That is why a man like
Walesa, who has contribut-

ed so much to the working '

class movement, now plays
the role he does, of a brake
on the movement.

Yet there is no way of

. avoiding the choice. The

central reason why Russia
has felt able to hold back
has been the apparent stab-
ility of the Polish bureau-
cratic state. Maybe, as in

1956, they could sort it out
themselves.

Now there is reported to
be a growing ferment in the
lower ranks of the three-
million strong ‘party’ (two
million of whom are in
Solidarnosc), focused
around demands for ‘party’
democracy. The spirit of
Solidarnosc is now beginn-
ing to infect the ‘party’
itself.

But if the ‘party’ is shak-
en, Russia will certainly
invade. It is being shaken.

_eral bureaucrat,

Meanwhile, in  the
impasse, the political sew-
ers are opening and pollut-
ing Poland: anti-semitic
rallies have been held and
anti-semitism is being used
against — as in 1968 — in
inter-bureaucratic faction
fighting.

During the crisis Stefan
Olszanski, a one-time lib-
accused
Solidarnosc of ‘seeking to
seize power in Poland from
the party’.

The tragedy of Poland
and the mortal. danger
of annihilation by Russian
invasion which faces the
Polish labour movement
lies in the fact that while
the entire situation pushes
Solidarnosc in that’ direc-
tion, Solidarnosc is not yet
trying to take power. Self-

roclaimed Polish national-
ists like Walesa are not yet

ready to challenge Russian’
- power. Solidarnosc is not

ready to go forward, and is
marking time instead,
patching up compromises
that are inherently
unstable.

But within the ranks of
the 13 million who struck
work at Solidarnosc’s call,

-a political ferment is taking

place. Until the last mo-
ment the compromisers
around Walesa were, it
seems, in a mingrity. What
happens in Poland will be
determined by whether or
not the militants can clarify
and organise themselves in
time. :

favour of Sands, who is
likely to beat the only other
candidate, Official Union-
ist Harry West.

The National H Blocks/
Armagh committee has
again been coordinating the
protests in support of the
hunger strikers on an all-
Ireland  basis. Callum
McRae spoke to its inter-
national organiser Vincent
Doherty, about the reasons

for the prisoners’ fight and’

the campaign to support
them.
This is a struggle
‘ about the right of the
Irish people to -resist
the British presence in
Ireland, not about prison

ory going down to 2,300
workers. It was 5,400 in
1975. :

In response, Hoover
workers are demanding:

® New products should
come to Cambuslang.

® No compulsory re-
dundancies. '

® Full details of the com-
pany’s plans.

They have, however, ac-
cepted voluntary redund-
ancies — and 520 people
have volunteered and been
accepted. This is 520 jobs

" sold, and a weaker position

for the workers still in the

factory.
But anger remains
strong. Convenor Eddie

McAvoy told Socialist Org-
aniser:

‘‘Previous plans were
accepted on the basis that
they would give us job pro-
tection, but they conned us.

Management have just
been lying.
‘“‘Rutherglen Constit-

uency: Labour Party has.
sent a letter opposing forc-
ed redundancies, and giv-
ing their complete support
for whatever action we
take. Our MP has also
pledged  support. The
AUEW District Committee
and all the unions in the
works, including the staff
unions, are united in fight-
ing management’s plans.

‘‘We also need more org-
anisation and coordination
between different factories.
The strategy of all multi-
nationals is the same. We
could organise our strategy
if we all sent out informa-
tion to one another.

‘“We need some sort of
multinational shop stew-
ards’ organisation” .

conditions. If Britain can
effectively criminalise that
right it is only a short step
to the criminalisation of all
opposition to the British
presence in Ireland.

So basically a victory for
the prisoners would
signal the end of the crim-
inalisation policy which has
been vigorously pursued by
both the present Tory gov-
ernment ,and the Labour
government which preced-
edit.

The criminalisation pol-
icy was part of a package
which included Ulsteris-
ation, in other words a low
profile for the British Army

and a prominent profile for
the locally-recruited. sec-
urity forces — the RUC and
the UDR. Alongside Ulster-
isation there was ‘normal-
isation’, canvassing inter-
national opinion around the
notion that Ulster was quite
a normal bourgeois demo-
cratic society which is being
opposed by a handful of
criminals.

The three were part of

one package.

Bobby Sands’ candidat-
ure for Fermanagh and
South Tyrone will clearly
make the election centre on
the H Block/Armagh issue.
Obviously to some extent

this marks a new departure
by the Republican Move-
ment in allowing a candid-
dte to go forward and actu-
ally participate in an elect-
ion campaign — certainly
a new departure in the
conflict' over the last 12
years.

Even two years ago, when
in June 1979 Bernadette
McAliskey fought an elect-
ion campaign basically on
the H Biock issue, the Rep-
ublican Movement at a
rank and file level was at -
best lukewarm and at worst
positively hostile. The Rep-
ublican Movement
launched a very sharp
attack on her campaign.

THE MARCH 21st cuts con-
ference showed a net surplus
of £19.80 after puiting £100
towards helping comrades
from Scotland and Yorkshire
with their fares.

So that was £9.90 towards
our fund. We’ve had £36.14
in profits from the social on
the evening of the 21st, with
more to come as we collect
the rest of the ticket money.

Standing orders in March
totalled £214.70, and other
donations and contributions,
£162.60. ) .

Overall total: £423.34 —
£76.66 short of our £500

target.

We need to make up that
£76 on the April fund! Of
course, travel to the March
21/22 events, -and to the
many demonstrations and
conferences during April, is
a big drain on comrades’
finances

So: dfg deep. And go out :

especially to the readers who

WON't be at events like the

(141) S4I13dS ¥343a

Nationality Bill demonstra- .

tion on the 5th, the ‘Hands
off Workers’ Poland’ protest

on the 12th, and the El Sal-:

vador march on the 25th.

Try to persuade them that
if they're not contributing
that way, they should con-
tribute by helping Socialist
Organiser publicise and ex-
plain the struggles represen-

ted by those demonstrations.

Send money to: Socialist
Organiser Fund, or Labour
Movement Press Defence
Fund, both c/o 214 Sickert
Court, London N1 2SY.

National Organisation of
Labour Students annual
conference:  Manchester,
April 8-9-10. All SO sup-
porters attending, espec-
ially London supporters
who need transport, please
hone Steve Macarthur,
01-1226 9627.

May 1 - May 30
organised by NW Region TUC,

Colin Barnett, 222 Stamford St,
Ashton-under-Lyme, Lancse

; WALE ). " Northampton
2 Rhondd, "
Swamoa‘ 5 o :m *.London
A g ar .
= 30 ®
Swansea to Newport March Porthcawl ot

May 20 - May 27
o;':yganiaed by South Waleé LCDTU .
and South Wales RTWC, ReJ. Jones, ::
6 Alfred's Tee, Taffs Well, 2

Mid Glam, South WaleBe

Glasgow ..".

Liverpool to London People's March

Glasgow to Perth March
May 3 -~ May 8

O "
Edinburgh X
' }

o*
o
.

@
§>
3
[

3

o

3
.oa‘

.
.
. .

organised by Scottish TUC,
Douglas Harrison, 16 Woodlande

. ENGLAND

[
Basingstoke

Basingstoke to London March
May 26 = May 30

organised by Hants Campaign for
Economic and Social Advance,
Bob Purkiss, Transport House,
London Road, Southampton.

Huddesfield to Northampton
East People's March

April 30 - May 22

Brennan Bates, AUEW House,
Arundel Gate, Sheffield.
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“Today’s conference is
very different from the
endless one-day confer-
ences on the cuts called
by the union officials.

‘They blame 'apathy’
— and particalarly the
'apathy' of women
workers — for their own
refusal to fight. Yet
women, searching for
means to develop their
struggles, are leaving
behind them the union
bureaucrats in their
swamp of pessimism
and gloom.

‘Today we are not
going to hear their
excuses for imaction.
We are going to hear ex-
periénces of struggles
against the cuts.

With these words Anne
Marie Sweeney, a delegate
from Oxford Trades Coun-
cil, opened. the afternoon
session of the Cuts Confer-
ence jointly convened by
the Campaign for Democra-
cy in the Labour Move-
ment and Socialist Organ-

iser.
And indeed the 300-
strong  conference  did

bring together a unique
wealth of experience in the
struggle for action to stem
the Tory onslaught on jobs,
conditions and services.

A major discussion point
was the fight for rate and
rent strikes to oppose the
average 30% increases be-
ing forced through by Hes-
eltine, and, in many cases,
by Labour councils doing
the Tories’ job for them.

There were reports from
hospital occupations at

dict’s; of narsery occupa-
tions and campaigns; from
the fight to defend the

From the lively discuss-
fon on rent and rate
strikes a number of key
elements emerged that
are vital to build such
actions.

Alasdair Jamison of the
Basingstoke Tenants’ Ac-
tion Group underlined the
necessity for extensive pro-
paganda — in the form of
bullesins, broadsheets and
frequent estate meetings —
not simply to persuade ten-
ants of their strength, but
also to make clear the limit-
ed powers at the disposal of
the councils. .

“We need to show that
the' struggle is a diffic
one for the council, as well
as the tenants’'.

Linked to this fight to
build the confidence of the
tenants is the necessity to
prepare well in advance the
organisation of pickets ag-
ainst any possible evict-
ions, and to seek out indus-
trial support from local un-
ions both in local govern-
ment and in local industry.
The immediacy of the
struggle means, as John
Docherty from Paisley
pointed out, that the ten-
ants’ organisations are now
emerging in a new form,
in which political leader-
ship is necessary to meet
the growing awareness

that jobs and living stand-
ards can only be defended
under a planned socialist
economy.

And the reactionary role
of the right wing ‘mafia’

Longworth and St Bene--

TENANTS HAVE

school meals service; of
the problems in defending
Direct Labour Organisa-
tions; and from the battle
against the right wing of
the teaching unions, to de-
fend education.

Such contributions by
no means simply idealised
the struggles taking place;
in almost every case they
attempted to assess the

relative strengths, weak-
nesses and political prob-
lems of these actions. Some
raised questions which time
did not allow to be proper-
ly answered.

But the conference did
vote to endorse the general
line of a booklet submitted
by the Organising Commit-
tee, incorporating propos-
als for action on rate/rent
strikes, nurseries, educa-
tion, and the NHS.

[ ] [ ]
Crisis
‘DO WE want to fight the
Tories now, or do we want
to leave it all to someone
else?’

This was how John Blox-
am introduced the morning
session on the crisis of
local government.

‘Piecemeal reforms are
not on. Capitalism offers no

TH

b E

who run most Labour
Groups was exposed by
many speakers, including
Coventry tenants’ leader
Les Bennett, who condemn-
ed the expulsion of 12 coun-
cillors from the Group for
their ‘no rate/rent in-
crease’ stagd.

The conference adopted a detailed policy document

Rents campaigners march in Basingstoke —

solutions: This is a state-
ment not of the future, but
of the situation here and
now.

‘We must fight to kick
out the Tory government.
But we must also fight for a

. government of a radically
different sort — a workers’
government. That is not the
perspective of the Labour
leadership’.

Instead of arguing that
the choice is one between
capitalism and socialism,
Bloxam - argued, Labour
politicians - are pretending
to workers that the ‘choice’
is between cuts or rate and
rent increases!

Pointing to the link be-
tween the cuts struggle and
the fight for accountabil-
ity of Labour councillors
as well as MPs, Bloxam
emphasised that the real
issue now facing Labour’s
right wing is not to reverse
the anti-cuts motions carr-
ied at last year’s confer-
ence — which they have
ignored — but to reverse
the democratic reforms
which seek to make them
answerable to the mem-
bership.

Ray Davies, expelled
from the Labour group on
Mid Glamorgan Council for
his opposition to the cuts,
exposed the hollowness of

E POWER!

March 14th.

. It became very clear that
the fight must be taken
beyond the tenants’ move-
ments, ‘'into a fight for new
leadership and accountabil-
ity within both the unions
and the Labour Party, if
the necessary movement is
to be built.

right wing claims that they
can both implement cuts
and protect workers from
their worst effects.

‘The cuts are like a
rubber ball. If you push it
in in one place, it bulges
out somewhere else!

‘And if all Labour coun-
cillors can do is imple-
ment Tory cuts, what are
we doing there? Why do we

i

need Labour councillors?’
Davp Spencer, a pro-
spective Labour County
Council candidate, pointed
to the expulsion of 12 Cov-
entry councillors for oppos-
ing rate/rent increases.
Camden councillor Phyl
Turner sounded a rather
different note, explaining
to the conference the back-
ground to the decision he
and nine : other left
councillors had taken to
climb down from a stand of
opposing cuts and rent
rises. )

Law

‘From my point of view,
councils like Camden coun-

-cil cannot continue to oper-

ate unless they go outside
the law’, he argued.

‘There are a lot of fright-
ened people in the Labour
group, scared of personal
surcharges and the threat
of disqualification’.

In the short term he had
seen no alternative but to
vote for a ‘compromise’
package of rent rises and
cuts; but, he said,

“The Left must organise
to get left wing councillors
elected. Then  maybe
next year we will stand
more chance’.

,He was answered by
Graham Shurety of the
Camden Labour Left, who
underlined the fact that:

‘Phyl Turner focused all
the time on the debates
within the Labour Group.
That fight has our full
support. :

‘But you must also look
outwards to the movement
of the working class com-
ing into struggle — the
unions and tenants’ assoc-
iations’'.

From Lambeth, councill-
or Neil Turner showed how
the latest cuts and rate in-
creases had proved the
November Lambeth con-
ference right — the supple-

mentary rate had not
bought time but defused
the struggle.

Knight had helped lead
the fight against cuts in
1976 — but built no mass
base of support. Now the
local Party is dominated by
the council elite — pushing
through cuts.

‘We must learn the less-
ons of Lambeth — and copy
the kind of work done by
the Camden Labour Left:
linking up with the com-
munity, local Labour Part-
ies and unmions before the
fight gets under way".

THE NECESSITY to link
up the various struggles
against the Tory public
service cuts was referred to
by many speakers. ‘

Eric Jones from the Lanc-
ashire School Meals cam-
paign emphasised the im-
portance of linking action
by school meals workers
with- parents and with
fellow trade unionists in
local government and in the
supply firms.

Anne McKinley, from
the Oxford Nussery Cam-
paign, charted the growth
and development of the
fight to defend nurseries
from the time of the first

occupation — at South
Oxford nursery, three years
agoin 1978.

She pointed to the deve-
lopment of the overall Ox-

fordshire Campaign Ag-

ainst the Cuts as one way'in
which the nursery fight
had helped broaden the
resistance — and also to

the initiatives which had

led to the formation of the
National Child Care Cam-
paign.

Colin Kenny spoke of the
campaign to save London’s
medical schools from heavy

X

Veteran campaigner
Charlie Taylor described
the rent struggles in St
Pancras from 1957 to ’61.

cutbacks or closure, and
emphasised the necessity
of linking this fight to
other campaigns through-
out the London NHS.

STOP THE EXCUSES !
START THE FIGHTBACK

And Mick\ O’Sullivan
from Haringey DLO spoke
of the fight for joint shop
stewards committees of
council workers to coordin-
ate resistance to the Tory
attack on direct works. ‘

But a harsh reminder of
the determination of the
union bureaucracy to pre-
vent such links being forg-
ed and to isolate sections
of workers that do fight the
cuts was brought by victim-
ised National Union of
Teachers militant Vanessa
Wiseman.

Wiseman, President of
Lambeth Trades Council,
has been victimised along
with five other Lambeth
NUT members for refusing
an instruction by NUT offi-
cials to withdraw branch
support from the recent
Lambeth Week of Action
against the cuts.

Dented

This action by the NUT
bureaucracy is part and
parcel of its betrayal of
struggles on pay and ag-
ainst the cuts.

But it has not dented
Wiseman’s determination
to fight on:

““We are still against
working people's living
standards being attacked
by whatever means. We
will fight on for affiliation
of the NUT to the Labour
Party. We hope you will
invite us to come and speak
to meetings in your areas’’.

Developing further on
the role of the NUT leader-
ship, Peter Flack, ‘moving
the conference proposals
for action on education,
pointed to the necessity to
democratise the teachers’
unions.

‘Who are the NUT Exec-
utive responsible to? Who
do they represent?

‘We must fight against
restrictive rules, and fight

for a programme of action. -

‘To fight to defend edu-
cation today is to fight ag-
ainst the capitalist system .

‘ONLY FEAR CAN
MAKE US WEAK’

S31ZNIW VYNOI4 'SOLOHd

THE BIGGEST ovation of
the day was given to Long-
worth Hospital occapation
committee speaker Kate
White, who made a moving

appeal for action to defend .

the young, the old and the
sick who cannot fight for
themselves.

Condemning the inactiv-
ity of union leaders and the

role of Labourite Area
Health Authority chair-
person Lady McCarthy,

Kate asked:

~‘What has happened to
the top ones in the Labour
Party? They're all in with
management, and more
like the Tories than the Tor-
ies themselves'.

Though the Longworth
occupation is at present
suspended, the fight there
is far from over, she stress-
ed.

Her questions about the
Labour Party leadership
were amplified by Long-
yorth Occupation support-
er Dr Ken Williamson.

As a GP and a member of
MPU/ASTMS,  William-
son has played an import-
ant role in the fight to de-
fend not only Longworth,
but other hospitals in the
area.

Yet for his pains he has
been barred from joining
the Oxford City Labour
Party — of which AHA

chairperson Lady McCarthy
is a leading member. .

Oxford Labour Party ap-
parently extends a welcome
to those who close hospi-
tals — not to those who
fight to keep them open!

From the defeated occup-
ation at St Benedict’s hosp-
ital, Andrea Campbell
stressed the main warning
for militants in the health
service.

“If you're going into
occupation, don't rely on
the bureaucracy, whatever
you da. They won't do any-
thing. .

‘We had hospital workers
who would have walked out
in our support. But they
were never called out.

‘The only reason people
are weak is because they
are frightened. It is up to us
to provide them with lead-
ership.

‘Let’s end the defeats
like St Benedict's, Ettwall,
and the raid at Longworth’.

Both Andrea Campbell
and Geoff Williams, NUPE
convenor in University of
Wales Hospital, Cardiff,
stressed the importance of
health unions adopting a
policy of no cover for un-
filled vacancies in the fight
to prevent the rundown of
facilities and  staffing
levels. .
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10 2 rnanoma. docks
strike from April 6th.

At the beginning of
March. the Southampton
dockers started a series of
24 hour lightning strikes in
support of their pay claim.
After the second of these
they received a letter sign-
ed by the Dock Manager,
Mr Williams, stating that
they would not be allowed
to restart work until they
agreed to stop all industrial
action.

Strike

The dispute has escalat-
ed to the point where the
whole future of the National
Dock Labour Scheme is at
stake. Under this Scheme,
all disciplinary measures
have to be decided by the
local Dock Labour Board —
a statutory joint commit-
tee made up of equal num-
bers of unions and manage-
ment.

Williams admits that by

Bosses are out
to break Dock
- Labour Scheme

acting unilaterally he is
breaking the law, but he
refuses to back down. -

If the bosses can get
away with this, the whole
system on which unionisa-
tion in the docks has been
built up over 30 years will
be in ruins.

Since the lock-out start-
ed, the employers (the Bri-
tish Transport Docks
Board) have upped the
stakes even more by de-
manding 200 redundancies.
And all the evidence is that
the Tories are behind this
piece of union-busting.

The BTDB, which runs
Southampton. is a state-
owned company. South-
ampton has suffered less
de-manning than most
ports, as its container traff-

ic has expanded. Its shop
stewards organisation is
very strong, and is now
central to the unofficial
National Port Shop Stew-
ards Commiittee.

So a victory for the em-
ployers in Southampton
would have a big effect
nationally,

The near-total blackout
in the media suggests dir-
ect government intervent-
ion, and is in complete
contrast to the near-hyster-
ical reaction that any
‘trouble in the ports’ us-
ually provokes in the popul-
ar press.

Maybe the government,

having got a bloody nose
from the Liverpool dockers
last year and the miners
recently, are not too con-

fident of winning.

The T&G made the dis-
pute official straight away,
but has opposed any aft-
empt to spread the action
outside Southampton.

Area

The officials threatened
to withdraw official backing
if pickets were sent out-
side the area. And they
have refused to call a nat-
ional  delegate  confer-
ence, claiming that the
issue does not warrant it.

But the dockers have
ignored the officials’
threats, and are energet-
ically spreading the strugg-
le. All the Freightliner/
railway container terminals

and Felixstowe,
which had been accepting
work diverted from South-
ampton.

Container haulage driv-
ers in the well-organised
areas such as Liverpool
and  Birmingham have
given full support to the
dockers. But in weaker
areas like East Anglia,
drivers have been crossing
the picket lines, and trail-
ers loaded with deep sea
container boxes were gett-
ing out of the country via
the Ro-Ro service from
Harwich until the seamen
there said they would re-
fuse to sail with the boxes
on board. This has now
been endorsed officially by
the National Union of Sea-
men Executive.

Meanwhile the four BT-
DB ports in South Wales
struck for the day on Thurs-
day March 26th, and the
National Port Shop Stew-
ards Committee has called
for an all out national strike
from Monday 6th.

BL goes for the

FOR THE last three years,
the management at British
Leyland have set the pace for
other employers in attacking
rank and file trade unionism
and eroding shop floor
rights.

They have been aided at
every turn by the cowardice
and bureaucratism of the
national union officials —
and especially by the leaders
of the AUEW.

However, rank and file
militancy has not been de-
stroyed in BL. Despite the
sell-outs, the shop floor has
repeatedly demonstrated its
resilience and willingness to
fight.

Now, in close collaboration
with the AUEW leadership,
BL has unveiled its ‘final sol-
ution’ to shop floor militancy.

The Socialist Organiser
Longbridge bulletin reports:

BL Cars management

‘ have brought out a pro-
' posed procedure agree-
ment ‘for discussion’. If it
is implemented it will take
away all the power we have

left on the shop floor.

Para 4.2 on employee re-
presentation says, ‘‘Shop
stewards shall be elected to
represent definite constit-
uencies’’. This means that
each agreed section will have
one steward, who may have
to represent several hundred
workers.

Para 4.10 states that mem-
bers of each union shall elect
one steward as senior stew-
ard. The company out of the
goodness of their hearts will
organise secret ballots for
these elections ‘on request’.

But this is nothing compar-
ed with Section 6 on ‘Joint
Works Committees’.

These would be joint
union-management bodies,
consisting of the senior stew-
ard from each union and an
equal number of manage-
ment representatives. This
is old-fashioned participa-
tion __only ten times worse.

The Joint Works Commit-
tee will have all the power in
the plant. It will be the final
plant stage in the procedure,

and there will be no function
for the Joint Shop Stewards
at all.

If you think that is bad,
read on: there is worse to
come.

There would be a new nat-
ional negotiating committee
to replace the present Joint
Negotiating Committee. The
union side would be 11 full-
time national officers [one
from each union in BL cars],
and 12 others. These others
would either be local full time
officials or Joint Works Com-
mittee members.

The new negotiating com-
mittee would do all the nat-
ional negotiating and in prac-
tice would be the final stage
for dealing with local issues
as well.

If management could not
get their way on the Joint
Works Commiittee, they
could take the dispute to the
national negotiating com-
mittee. It would be the ‘ex-
ternal’ [off-plant] stage for
nearly everything except
sackings.

The new committee would
have all the power and would
be accountable to nobody.
There would be a consultat-
ive body of senior stewards
to which the negotiating com-
mittee would report, but
that’s all.

We all know what the pre-
sent Joint Negotiating Com-
mittee has done to our
wages. The new one would
be a lot less democratic,
and it would not just control
wages but nearly everything
else as well.

Appendix B caps it all. It
is headed ‘BL Cars agreed
check-off procedure’, and
part of it states: ‘‘The Com-
pany reserves the right to
discontinue the operation of
the agreement in the event of
industrial action which is in
breach of the collective
agreement’’,

This means that if we take
any industrial action — even
an overtime ban — the com-
pany will stop the check-
off. The unions won’t get any
money, and the officials will

" can defeat this bosses’

be around telling us to stop it
before you can say Derek
Robinson.

At the AUEW senior stew-
ards’ meeting last week,
everyone was totally opposed
to the new agreement —
except full time officer Ken
Cure, who refused to allow
a vote on it! )

He admitted that he had
already discussed the plan
with the company and had
only raised very minor ob-
jections.

The T&G senior stewards
have voted against any
change. But we cannot rely
on the T&G officials.
Only the rank and file ’

charter.

Ballot-rigging exposed
in Boilermakers

by Lol Duffy (Boilermakers'
shop steward, Cammell
Laird)

THE NEW  Stateman’s
recent exposure of rigging
in the Boilermakers' Soc-
iety elections for General
Secretary give only a glim-
pse of the way our union
has been run for years.

The second ballot in the
election was a run-off bet-
ween Barry Williams, a
member of the Communist
Party, and Jim Murray.

The Broad Left sent scru-
tineers all round Britain

and the North of Ireland to
try to cut down the ballot-
fixing which is a known
practice in the Boiler-
makers.

Hundreds of votes for
Murray had to be disqual-
ified by the Executive
Council. To balance things
up, ]a‘r;&e numbers of votes
for illiams were dis-
qualified on petty technic-
alities. Obviously the EC
did not want Williams as
the General Secretary.

Barrry Williams is now
going to the courts in an
attempt to have the election
result overturned.

But taking this case to
court will take it out of the
hands of the rank and file in
the union — but what we
need to do is to put the
union back in the hands of
the rank and file.

The boilermakers’ union
is bogged down with apathy
because those who should
be giving a lead to the rank

and file are too busy trying
to win positions so as to
enable them to change
things from above.

The election of officials in
the Boilermakers Union is
in no way democratic. Once
elected either to the Gen-
eral Council or the Execu-
tive Council, or as Presid-
ent, General Secretary,
District Delegate or Assist-
ant General Secretary, you
are in the job for six years.
The local district committee
delegates are elected for
three years.

There is no right of
recall.

The National Conference
takes place only once every
two years and if an emer-
gency conference is called
the delegates are the same
as for the previous regular
conference.

Delegates are elected not
from branches, but from
regions.

Standing orders comm-
ittee is not elected by the

revious - conference but

rom the eight lay delegates
on the General Council.

At next year's bi-annual
conference there must be a
major push to democratise
the Boilermakers. Resolu-
tions for conference will be
taken at the November and
December gpranch meet-
ings.

The work being done in
the Labour Party should be
carried back into the uni-
ons, to gain control for the
rank and file and not the
full-time officials.
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by Dave Milligan

More support for Lee Jeans

the workers that the factory
was to close on April 30th

The occupation at the Lee
Jeans factory in Greenock
has now entered its third
month and support for the
240-strong workforce [nearly
all women] is growing stead-
ily. The occupation has rec-
ently been made official.

The ownere had informed

with the work being trans-
ferred to the Irish factories
and so far the management
have refused to negotiate.
The women have been
touring Scotland. They spoke
to the Labour Movement
Missiles Conference on
March 28th and they have

up during the Gardners’
occupation last year.

Nearer home the Greenock
shipyard workers are giving
a voluntary levy which
amounts to £1000 a week.

Send messages of support
and donations to: NUTGW,
Sauchiehall St, Glésgow.

This play centre
won't close

by Jayne Atkins

On Friday 27 March, parents
and supporters occupied Beal
St play centre in Leicester.
They timed their entry to
coincide with the finish of
the children’s farewell party
at 3.55pm — the County
Council planned to shut
down the centre from 4pm.

The play centre staff were
given a notice that it was a
legal occupation, and notices
were posted on the doors
and windows. Staff continu-
ed with their usual duties
until the last child had
been collected, then left.

A local policeman came by,
read the notice, and said,
‘Oh, that’s fine. Good luck’!

On the Saturday morning
two councillors arrived to
offer support. Nearly 200
people came to visit the play
centre in the first two days,
and support is growing.

Parents and supporters
are asking that the County
Council should continue to

fund the play centre, or, if
that fails, that the City Coun-
cil should take it over.

They are holding a public
meeting at the play centre on
Thursday 2nd April at 7pm,
and planning an open day on
the Saturday afternoon.

Please send messages of
support and donations to
Beal St Action Committee,
c/o 1 Pegasus Close, Leic-
ester.

No sell-out
at Ansells

by Jim Denham

ANSELLS brewery workers
are stepping up their action
after two months on strike to
save thousands of jobs and
force the re-opening of the
Aston Cross brewery in
Birmingham.

They’re sending out teams
of pickets to the Allied Brew-
ery at Romford, East London,
the main source of scab beer
coming into the Midlands.

At a delegate conference
on Friday 27th, representat-
ives from every Allied brew-
ery (with the one exception
of Romford) agreed to limit
supplies to wholesalers at
last year’s levels, to ensure
that their production is not
used to break the Ansells
strike.

Plans were also discussed

for one day solidarity strikes

at the other breweries. And
additional pressure is being
put on the Allied bosses
by the decision of the Nat-
ional Port Shop Stewards
to black all Allied imports or
exports. (40% of Allied’s
profits come from imported
wines and spirits).

The strikers are determin-
ed to fight for all 1000 jobs
and not to accept any of the
sell-out deals being peddled
by the T&G officials. To drive
home this message, the dele-
gate conference demanded
that T&G Divisional Officer
Doug Fairbairn be stripped
of responsibility for handling
the dispute.

Messages of support, don-
ations etc. to Joe Bond, 23
Barnet Rd, Erdington, Bir-
mingham 29.

Women's picket
at Royal Pride

by Maura Jones

WOMEN’S Fightback and
Women'’s Voice will be sup-
porting a women’s picket
at the Royal Pride furniture
factory . in Manchester on
Wednesday 1st April.

The Royal Pride workers,
mainly women, have been on
strike since 27th February
because management will
not recognise the union and
pay the nationally negotiated
pay award. They are pick-
eting every working day, as
well as sending delegations
to other factories to win
support.

Messages of support and
donations to J. Davidson,
Flat 37, Anson Rd, Victoria
Park, Manchester 14.
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250,000 strike forwomen'srights

250,000 women — according
to our first reports — struck
for abortion rights in Holland
on Monday March 30th.
Proportionately, this is equi-
valent to one million on strike
in Britain. :

At present, abortion is
illegal in Holland by a law
dating from the mid-19th
century. In practice, how-
ever, abortions are done in
private clinics which resem-
ble British charity clinics,

like the Pregnancy Advisory
Service.

As in Britain, many for-
eign women depend on go-
ing to Holland for abortions
because abortion is illegal
or unobtainable in their own
countries.

The effect of the new
law, which was debated in
the Senate of the Dutch Parl-
iament on the 31st, would be
to impose a requirement on
a doctor's permission for an
abortion, and a 5-day delay.

Threat
to
Filipinos

500 Filipino workers are
under threat of deporta-
tion because of alleged ir-
regularities in their im-
migration documents.

The workers came tc

zTA%I:J:AELITY BILL! . . ' Britain under the quota

: . system for hotel and cat-

Demonstrate, Sunday ering workers, one of the

5th April. Assemble few wayskin which|dover-

seas workers cou ot

lpm, S'peakers Corner . into Britain after the 19971
Organised by Cam- Atter the Nationality Bill  ing. ] I'B treated privately, not  ‘without recourse to public immigration Act.

paign Against Racist becomes law, only ‘natural- The Tories have already  on the NHS. If he used the  funds’. The basis has been

Laws. isation’ will be possible —  warned that the right to  NHS, they reckoned, he laid in law for them to be Immigrant workers

o}? conqun that vote, }t]O S?Wlfl on a jury, ?5 vyould be‘a ‘bur'den on pub- refused supplementary were allowed in because

by Alexis Carras the person is deemed Join the civil service cou lic funds’. (This also app- benefit. the work is particularly

‘THIS STATUS gives no
right of entry to any terri-
tory at all, anywhere. Nor

‘willing to throw in their
lot with this country’.
Anyone of ‘bad character’
or of ‘dubious reputation’,

in the future be confined to
‘grade 1’ citizens, the new-
style ‘British citizens’. And
since 1975, immigrants

lies to housing and educa-
tion).

And the new citizenship
system will create a whole,

And for every black per-
son who turns up at a DHSS
office to be asked for his or
her passport to prove their

hard and low-paid. And
often their pitiful wages,
over and above a bare
minimum to live on and to

does it carry any other with ‘no sense of loyalty’, have had to produce a pass- systematic  regime of  status. )
rights, except eligibility to ~ Will be ineligible. The  port to get a national insur-  ‘checking on papers’ in the All the restrictions in send home, went entirely
apply for a passport which Home Secretary decides ance number. NHS. As the Daily Tele- obtaining social benefits towards paying back their

will take you nowhere’.

That’s the new proposed
status of ‘British Overseas
Citizen’, described by the
Action Group on Immigra-
tion and Nationality.

What use is a passport, if
it doesn’t allow you to pass
any ports? It can only be for
internal  controls.
that’s the sting in the tail of
the Tories’ Nationality Bill,
currently in its third read-
ing in Parliament.

The first purpose of the

And -

and there is no right of
appeal.
‘Naturalisation’
slow and costly.
Children born in the UK
will no longer automatic-
ally be British citizens.
Children of work-permit
holders, students and ‘ill-
egal’ immigrants will not —
bar some narrowly-defined
exceptions — be citizens.
That means another int-
ernal passport check: a
check on the immigration

is also

Already, people not ‘ord-
inarily resident’ in the UK
can't get treatment under
the National Health Ser-
vice. This is existing pract-
ice now, and the Tories
plan to legalise it.

Moreover, the DHSS
reckons that ‘wives of men
who are not ordinarily res-
ident here are not entitled
to NHS treatment even 'if
they are British-born and
bred’.

People who are not ‘ord-

graph noted, ‘some colour-
ed Britons may be mistaken
for foreigners. and will be
asked by hospitals to show
some proof, such as a
passport, that they are
British.’

Social Security offices are
another major wing of the
welfare state  already
geared for surveillance over
black people, and likely to
be more so with the new cit-
izenship system.

For dependents to be

and allowances will mean
greater and greater coop-
eration between the various
branches of the welfare
state and the Home Office.
The NHS, the DHSS,
Housing Departments etc.
will all become watchdogs
for the Home Office’s racist
rulings.

There have already been
many police raids, espec-
ially on London factories, to
check whether people work-
ing there are ‘illegal’ imm-

debts to the agencies,
which demanded huge
rake-offs — up to £1000 —
to get them through the
immigration formalities.

When the bosses naed-
ed cheap labour, the Gov-
ernment turned a blind
eye to the vices of the ag-
encies. Now they no long-
er need the immigrants,
the Home Office has
started a campaign of

Nationality Bill is to ‘rat-  statusof the child’s parents  inarily resident’ can be  admitted to Britain (and  igrants or not. Even black -

ionalise’ and square up  €very time a birth is reg- banned from the NHS by  practically no black people  workers whose status is h_a?ssme?ttglmed at ‘the
Britin’s racist immig- istered. ) i ) the immigration authorit- except dependents have  perfectly in order have victims o e agencies,
ration restrictions. The The Nationality Bill will  ies. For example, Moh-  been admitted since the been held in detention the 20,000-strong Filipino

Immigration Acts of 1962,
1968 and 1971, passed by
both Tory and Labour
administrations, effectively
disbarred people from
Asia, Africa and the Carib-

bean from entering, even

though they are UK citi-
zens. The only exception,
grudgingly granted, has
been for dependants of

pore and Malaya, will be
‘British Overseas Citizens’.

The first result will be
that all UK passports have

mesh into and promote a
system of internal controls
which is already develop-

ammed Aftab was allowed
into Britain only on cond-
ition that he would get his

1971 Act came in), it has to
be proved that they can
be maintained in Britain

pending the arrival of doc-
umentation necessary to
prove their case.

‘“Now 1 don’t need to talk
about the past. I've said it
all before and it’s been very
well documented.

I sew up pillow-cases for a

aren’t rigid enough in their
fight against racism.

‘‘But local Labour Part-
ies, the rank and file if you

community in Britain.
The profiteers get off
scot free.

SHE FOUGHT-AND WON!

documents and took up the

eople already here. AFTER SIX long years, )
— P O%Iy ‘patr%,a]’ UK citi- Anwar Ditta hasgwgn. It penny each and I had to do case. One of his sons had
= zens — citizens with a was 4% years of private 1900 to pay for that coat! committed suicide, they
© parent or grandparent born battle with the Home Office “'If it hadn’t been for the ~ were so desperate. But now
w in Britain, i.e. mostly white and 18 months of all-out Defence Committee, we'd  his children are here.
= people — have the right to day-to-day  campaigning  never have won. World in I asked Timothy Raison
o enter the UK. throughout the country, Action only took it up how many white families
%  The Nationality Bill rat- gearing her whole waking  because of all the work the =~ were affected in the same
= ionalises this racism by re- life to getting her children Defence Committee had way as my family and hun-
s defining ‘patrials’ as Brit- back into her family in done over the past year. dreds of ‘other.bla’ck fam-
= ish citizens. People born, Rochdale. “*Official labour move- ilies. He just didn’t know!
P adopted, registered or The Defence Campaign ment response to the cam- The whole thing is racist
O naturalised in a British col- made so much noise that paign and to the issue of and directed purely against
<Z( ony or ‘associated state’ Granada TV made a racism in general has been bla}gk, people. ‘
like ‘Hong Kong, will be World in  Action _ pro- very slow. The NEC of the I'm very bitter about
‘Citizens of the British Dep- gramme  which  finally Labour Party took ages to  the Home, Office and the
endent Territories’. And shamed Tory minister Tim- give us support. When we struggle I've had for the
people who opted for UK othy Raison into conceding went to the Labour Party past six years. Some people
citizenship when their that Anwar’s children were conference in Blackpool, it have been saying that I
countries became indep- entitled to join her in was absolutely scandalous ought to sue the Home Off-
endent, e.g. Asians in East Britain. that there wasn’t even a ice for all'the trouble and
Africa, Indians in Singa- ANWAR DITTA told debateonracism. debts they've caused.
X ELEANOR TIERNEY: **And most trade unions I came from a broken

family myself and I vowed
that my children would
never suffer in the same
way that 1 had done. But

to be changed to corres- - “ ’ . i i i they have. thanks to the
- . Now I'm looking for- like, have given their €y nave,

p}c])ind w1tth thie snev;mc(xitliggi ward to being with my whole-hearted support, Home Office.

Ship categories. children, and I can think in  especially Rochdale CLP

means that millions of
people will be processed by
the Home Office — in close
liasion with the police com-
puter files.

After. that, British citi-
zenship will become more
difficult to get. At present,
non-patrial UK citizens
automatically become ‘pat-
rials’ after settling here for
five years. That will go; so
will the simple process of
‘registration’ as UK citi-
zens currrently open to
many Caribbean people
living in Britain.

... but it was six years of suffering and unhappiness

terms of being a- family
again.

*“The last six years have
meant that every penny we
had has gone to the child-
ren or the campaign to get
them back. We haven't
bought clothes for three
years. Look around our
home, it’s got no luxuries in
it. '

“‘But everything we've
got we've worked hard for.
I had to get a new coat for
the World in Action pro-
gramme. No-one was going
to say that I looked scruffy!

and Heywood and Royton
CLP. I can never put into
words how grateful I am
for the amount of work
these people did.

‘““The World in Action
programme served to open
the eyes of the public to my
particular case, but I am
not alone. I am not an iso-
lated case.  There was
another case in Rochdale of
a man who was fighting the
Home Oitice to get his kids
back from Pakistan.

“‘He felt his case was
hopeless but we got his

““We’ll never be able to
make up the time that
we’'ve lost with the child-
ren — six years of suffering
and unhappiness. The only
happy years I've had in my
whole life were after 1
married Sujar and until I
came to Britainin 1978.

*‘The Home Office are to
blame for the last six years.
Now that the children are
coming back I'll have less
free time, but that doesn’t
mean that I'll stop fighting

the racism I've suffered for

so many years!"’
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social security office, or the job interview, is the
logical follow-up to the passport check at the airport.

Immigration controls at the frontiers — any 1m-
migration controls — means police controls inside
society. )

For a free and equal society, everyone In the
country — permanently or temporarily — must have
the same rights. That includes the same rights to
come in and go out of the country.

No national border is more important than the
right of people to travel and live wherever they want,
and to live as equals wherever they want.

Immigration controls mean discrimination. Early in
this century they meant discrimination against Jews.
Now they mean discrimination against black peop}e.

They mean dividing people up into those who be-
long’ here and those who don’t. So the discriminat-
jon doesn’t stop at the airport. The logic of immigrat-
ion controls is that people alrcad he,re must ’be
constantly checked to see if they ‘betong’.

Scapegoating and persecution of those who look as
if they don’t ‘belong’ — people with dark skins — is
legitimised.

The official persecution has encouraged freelance

No frontiers!

racist persecution. And then the emboldgned racists
push governments into stricter and stricter official
controls. )
The government tries to exclude those who don’t
‘belong’ from the use of public services — and in
order to police that exclusion, it turns .the public
services themselves into agencies of surveillance.
And so the passport check at the hospital, the
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