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¥ HAS Britain and South East Asia — who were told by the British govern- threatens 1o revolt rupation of a tiny dent peoples of the
s to war? Not for which gives Britain three years ago they ment. against the economic  island in the South world. That is why
sdom’, not for political influence could not have But if the troops slavery imposed by Atlantic rlad to a8 Socialist Challenge
nocracy’. nor to  over half the world. British  citizenship stay on the island the Western multi- battle of Star Wars' gays, and has said
\p the peace’. We ® The  spoils of under the Tories’ they will be used in nationals. dimensions. from the outset:

at war to protect world domination as racist Nationality exactly the same way Britain is current- This war was pro-

impire: it belongs Amarica’s junior Act. as the task forces Bri- ly the most warlike  yoked by Thatcher. It

Thatcher's class.
and her cronies

partner — and the se-
cond biggest military

it iz supposed to
be ‘resisting a fascist

tain has stationed in
the rest of the world:

of Waestern powers
becauss its rulers are

is not our war. It will
not benefit working

@ Withdraw the task
farce.

defending: power in the Western  dictator’ armed with to crush by force or the most desperate. people anywhere, It
B4bn worth of in-  world. ships and planes sold  terror anyone whoe That is why the oc- s arich person’s war, @ Getrid of Thatcher
tments through- The task force is directed against the et rid of hatc

the world — more
n they have in-

allegedly being used
to ‘protect’ islanders

colonial, sami-
colonial and depen-

and her government.
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AS THE task force blasts away in the South Atlantic,
Britain's other war continues close to home. A war
where the weapons are the armoured cars, plastic

bullets and prison camps of an occupying army.

No state of war has been declared, yet over 2,000
have been killed in the past 13 years. For the Irish, the
cost of this war is measured not in pounds, but in the
grief of a whole community, currently re-living the hor-
rars of last year’s H-Block hunger-strike, through the

anniversaries of ten lingering deaths.

The battlafialds of Ireland

are the decaying concrete
jungles of Belfast and Derry,
and the rolling countryside of
South Darry and South Ar-
magh. That is where the

Marines and Paratroopers
find their victims. No guwity
soldiars ara brought to justice
for smashing the skulls of
young innocents. This is war.

It iz a war where peace
negotiations  and  political

solutions employ thousands
of paramilitary policemean and
scores of parasitical politi-
cians. But they have achieved
neither paace norselution. In-
stead they [reinforca the
repression of a ‘nationalist
people who will not be silenc-
ed norsubmit.

Az in the South Atlantic,
journalists who evan try to
present a view of the ‘other

AUSTRALIA tn TATS. (ho. mlsctvd

Latiout gaswmemadl Wit
byt B -AOET
‘gamral,

side’ — cutting through tha
mist of self-censorship and
government restrictions —
are branded as traitors under-
mining the national interest.
Colonial war can only be
justified by lies, by news
management and distortion.

They say it's a war against
lawlessness and anarchy. We
know it's a war against the
Irish people to maintain Bri-
tain’s  grip. If they defeat
republican resistance it will
ba the British establishment
‘and Woestern imperialism
which is strengthened,

Thay say it's a war that
rasults from petty religious
difference. We know it's a
war to ensure that lrish
workers do not unite as a
class — MNorthand South, and
across the sectarian divide —

g Buneitiah

against thair

anamias.

Our damand that Britain
get out is not just the only
road to peace in Ireland, butis
a step towards weskening
imparialism everywhere.

B0 years ago. Britain's
premier. Lloyd Georga, said:
‘Suppose we gave into tham,
it will lower the prastige and
dignity of this country and
reduca British authority to a
low point in lreland. It will
give the impression we have
lost our grip, that the Empire
has no further force and will
have an effect in India and
throughout Europe.’

Comimon

Change the time, and it's.

Thatcher today on the lrish
Change the place and tha
her on the Argentinians:
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COMMANDER Margaret Thatcher and her motley
crew on the HMS Tory government has sent the task
force out to attack the working class in Britain. Right
from day one three years ago. Thatcher has first blitz-

ed living

standards : and

created millions of

unemployed. When evan that has not resulted in any
significant defeat of the workers movement, a direct
assault on the rights of trade unions — in the form of

Tebbit's law — is launched.

And all of this, ike the sending of the task force to
the South Atlantic, has been done in the name of
freedom. But the only people who will benafit from
their vicious policias are the Tories and their friends in
high places: the bosses and the landowners. Butlike
the Argentinians. the workers in Britain are fighting

back:

TEBBIT'S LAW: claiming
to be for  individual
freedom’ this ‘unem-
P[uﬁment' Bill gives
rights’ to 400 who refus-
ed to join a union and at-
tacks the rights of 10
million trade unionists —

CERY L

IN HIS

JOIN THE TUC FIG
AGAINST TEBBITS Lo

rights that have been
fought for over two cen-
turies.

Trada unionists
everywhere are giving
their answer to the pre-
sent employment act and
Tebbit's new bill. Miners,
water workers, steel
workers, all intend to
show their solidarity
with hospital workers by

FREEDOM ard rights
don’'t extend to the Black
British forced to gueueto
get into Britain. Nor
under the Tories does it
extend to the Falklanders
themselves. Last year the
Tories opposed an
amendment to the
notorious Nationality Act
which would have given
the islanders full citizen-
ship. "The fact remains
that the Falklands are not
and have never been part
of the United Kingdom,’
said Lord Trefgarne
speaking on behalf of the
govarnment. As far as
Thatcher is concerned,
the same criterion ap-
plies to black people.

taking strike action. As
miners’ president, Arthur
Scargill said, 'We don't
operate under thesa acts.

e couldn’t care less
about this legisiation. If
we are in violation of the
Tory government’s lagis-

PL
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lation, then so0 be it.'

Tha South Wales
miners’ message to the
NUPE conference summ-
ed up what the mass of
the population feel about
the Tories’ derisory offer
to health workers: ‘Wa
know and appreciate
what you do for us. This
is a little in return.” Such
unity will defeat Tebbit
and Thatcher.
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THE TORIES have lost

‘some important hattles

in' their: war on the
unions. The miners took

strike action and forced

the government to stop

pit closures. The train
drivars  took on the
Tories and won. Now
they and all railworkers
face another fight
against job losses and
worsening of conditions,

{88 being victimised for their

Council waorkers have
taken industrial action
against privatisation of
local services, such as in
Wandsworth and
workers have occupiad
upand down the country
in defence of jobs.

The most determined
were the workers of
Laurence Scott in Man-
chester. For over a year
they fought tooth and

-+ THATCHER has declared
# war on sll fronts. Black

J migration

i spiracy charges which

. South East
® Council of the TUC said

@ vyears.'

| place, he spent 3 months

the trial before it was
agreed he had ‘no case to
answer'.

people are harassed by
olice every day: they
ace horrendous im-
laws which
divide families and they
are  brought before
courts on trumped up
charges.

Today in Leeds the
Bradford. 12 face con-

carry the possibility of
life imprisonment. As
Mick Connolly from the
Regional

on a picket in Leeds last
week: These people are

past political activity.
The charges are designed
to put them in jail for

Now one of the
defendants, Jayash
Amin, has had all the
charges a%ainst him
dropped. Although he
had a cast iron alibi for
when the offeances wara
alleged to have taken

in jail and has sat through
four and half weeks of

nail to save their jo
Occupying their fact
they faced bailiffs, p

and flying helicopte
When the leaders of the
enginesring union failad.
to support them. the
Scott workers took up &
campaign into the union
itself. Their struggle was
an inspiration to all othar
workers facing redun-
dancies.
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iy Jim Coutts,
'CND National
ammitiee

A VICTORY for the
resdom fighters of
| Salvador will be a
ictory for the youth
f Britain, and a vic-
ory for the youth of
iritain in their fight
gainst nuclear
rapons will ba =
ictory for the pesople
f El Salvador. This is
acause we face the
ame anemy — the
npeatrialist axpan-
ionism of Reagan
nd Thatcher.’

This is how Manuci
irave — Hritish represen-
thve of the Salvadorean
MLMN — wviews Youth
N,

LND has dealt a
Ti1ous blow to the war-
rive of Reagan and That-
1er by mobilising thous-
ads of young people
gainst Cruise and Trn-
nt,

But - Youth CHND
nlike the leadership of
WD, have called for the
irgest possihle mobilisa-
on on 7 June when
cagan arrives and have
lructed local EmuF‘i o
impdign  against  That=
1815 task force under the
ogans of ‘Mo war with
rgenting’ and ‘Bring
ack the fleet’,

Youth CND has taken
1e5e decisions because it
nderstands the impor-
inge of being agamnst im-
erialist AgEression
‘hether it be introducing
irst-strike  nuclear mns-

-,
s o, sinunas
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siles, aiding the murderous
regime in El Salvador, or
using the navy to atteck
others.

The ever-increasing use
of military ~“might by
Reagan ‘and Thatcher
shows they are scured by
revolutions erupting in
places such as Nicaragua,
Grenada and El Salvador,
and worried by the grow-
ing resistance o their
domestic policies of
austerily and mass
unemployment.

The tine is ripe m
launch & new war —
againgt Reagan and That-
cher; a war of interna-
tional unity and solidarity
by the working class and
youth. However when we
lrry to unite with workers
of other countries the firss
obstacle 15 the. mis-
leadership of the Labour
Party and trade unions.

When Foot lets That-
cher send the navy against
Argentina, he condemmns
thousands of Argentinian
workers to death. Only by
aiding workers in Argen-
tmg against British im-
perialism will we gain their
support in our struggles
against Thatcher.

S0 in our fight against
war we also have (o fight
to remove the Labour mis-

dership. By uniting the

* labour movement and

youth in struggle with
workers of other countries
we can kick out the Tories
and the Fools, and we can
make sure that Britain
never again sends its fleet
against other countrics.

Jobs not War
No Cruise no Tridant
Hands off El Salvador

March with Revelution and sall

Londaon Lins),

How can we ensure

3 lasting peace in the
South Atlantic ?’

iy Richard Rozanski, Revolution Youth

‘HE CND Ad Hoc Committes, which has
rganised London's anti-war marches, calls for
negotiated solution through tha United Na-
ions. Unfortunately this will not bring peace.
‘he United Nations is dominated by the major
Vestern powers — Britain, United States,
Vest Germany. In this supposedly post-
olonial era it is used by them to defend their
ternational interests.
These imperialis:
owers use the UM to
tediate between.  them-
dves and the workers  tine’s

tion thar they're Argenti-
nian. A colony of zettlers
dotsn’t reverse | Argen-

:ates of Eastern Europe,
¥ oppose naticnal Libera-
on struggles, and when
ecessary to  fully back
ounter-revolutionary
rojects like in Korea and
1z Congo.

Many just causes
wogmsed by the UN
eneral Assembly are ig-
ored by the imperialist-
cminated Security Coun-
l. Mamihia is 2 good ex-
mple. Constant calls 1o
iroduce black majority
ile ‘@re ignored by the
festern powers who sup-
ort the apartheid South
frican regime,

The real problem is
s: why should anvose
ther than Argentina be
iwvolved in  negotiations
vier the Malvinas? If there
as no one living on the
lands then it would be
bvious from their- loca-

historically  just
claim to islands stolen by
Britain in 1833,

The islanders are being
nsed as fodder by Thax
cher who doesn’t give a
damn if they all die in the
fighting. "The primary
question for sociaiists is
Britamn's predatory claim
to the islands, not self-
determination for ‘the
Falklanders (as some on
the left sugpest), The
islanders do have rights,
but cannot be allowed 1o
negate Argentina’s claim
to sovereignty.

The arrogant Tones
refuse  Argentinians the
right to seitle on the
islands, whilst their own
Mationality Act denies the
islanders’ right 1o seftle in
Britamn. They should have
the right to continue living
on the islands or be re-
settled wherever they want

icialist ﬂhnllnnqs 4-June 1582 poaged.

-at Britain's expense, but
not to claim the ferrirory
on Britain’s behalf,

Lf Britain wins the war,
that will not be the end of
the matier. Brigsh troaps
will be stationed on [E‘e
istands for vears to come,
not only to stop Argenti-
nian military re-occupa-
tian bt to stop the spread
of any opposition to im-
perializt dominarion in the
whole region, which is just
warling to explode.

The imperiahist powers
are ool just sitbmg back,
Already they are contem-
plating invasions of
Nicaragua and El Sal-
vador.  Tomorrow they
will do the same in Brazil,
Chile and Argentina. The
resulting wars will ‘make
th,‘ present one look like
clicken: feed. Far from
bringing peace, a British
victory  would store up
future bloody conflicts.

By demanding an end
to Tharcher's war and the
recall of the flser we are
already placing the blame
on  Thatcher. We must
take this to its logical con-
clusion: full recognition of
Argentina's claim to the
Malvinas! Britain  must
hand over the islands!

Signup against war

o PR B -
Pert of lobby at South Wales Labour
Party confarence

RESCE LTINS are flooding
Srom Labour Party and trade
wnion - bronches  opposing
Michae!  Foot's  disgraceful
suppart for the waor. Keep
thimg coming: we hope 1o
orinl a selection o show the
extenl af labour movement
opposirion fo Tharcker s war,

But o further step ix need-
ed. We appeai 1o our readars

Sociafismi Join us on the big da

and help sell socialist papers. Sociglist Challangs and Rﬂiﬂhﬁ
tion contingants on the 6th of June are foining the South London
fesdar march. Look for the Revolution/Socialist Challenge ban-
ners. There will be a collsction point for paper sellars just by the
banners. If you sra coming down by train or coach look for a
Revolution or Socialist Challenge selifar who will have a mag of
how to get to cur central assembly point, at Belveders Rosd
next to Waterloo Tuba. There will be sellers with infarmation at
the folfowing pleces: Paddington Station; Kings Cross Station;
&t Pancras Station; Fuston Station; Watarioo Station: Victoria
Station; Ladbroke Grove Tubs; Hampstead Heath BR (North

R
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Socialist Challenge

FUND DRIVE 82

Fight the warmongers

HOW CAN YOU fight back against the warmongers?

Socialist Challenge and its sistar paper, Revolution Youth,
are dedicated to world socialism; we think this is the only way
to end the war.

In our view, it is fmperialism, its greed, thirst for profits and
the dageneration it brings. which causes war. We place our
trust in those who have nothing to gain from war: the working
and oppressed people of the world. From the very baginning
Socialist Challenge opposed the war in the South Atiantic,
demanded the withdrawal of the flest. and exposed the in-
ustice of the British claim, and showed how Britain and the

nited States robbed the Argantinian economy and people.
We have campaigned tirelessly against [t

Our articles have been transiated and reproduced by
socialist papers as far away as Brazil, Peru and the United
States. We fight to build an international socialist organisa-
tions, the Fourth International.

Will you jein cur struggle? In every major town there are
organised groups of supporters of Socialist Challenge and
Revolution. Help us sell our paper; help write it; but most of all,
help us put its ideas in practica, Fill in the form below, and we
can put you in touch with your naarest local group. Join us
now — hefore it's too latel

£5,000 raised

LAST WEEK we announced that mounting costs threataned
our futura, We appealed to you,. our supporters and readars,
for a waak's wages 1o put us back on the road. Our papar staff
sat a targat of £4000 in the first weel. <

There is only ona way to describe the response — over-
whelming. You have saved our paper. We have already receiv-
udﬂ £5. with pledges amounting to hundreds of pounds
more,

Last week we said "We are quite awara that in asking for 2
waak's Wﬂg&s we are asking & tremendous sacrifice from our
readers an sup?orters, But we think it is worth it to keap tha
flame of revolutionary internationalism burning’.

Hundreds of our readers have responded to that appealina
fantastically ganarous way.

One of the most moving lettars we received, together with
a £10 ;f:““ﬁ"“' cama from a retirad woman living on social
security.

She told us: T cannot send you my week’s wages. [ have not gor

any. flive day to day on Social Security. On top [ am il and old. Fregl-
Iy might be the pooresi of your readers. What iv happening in Las
Malvinas is a disgrace, This couniry should have returned it to Argen-
itna a hundred years ago.
. ‘How can an island in South America be partof Europe? Thatcher
&5 playing with the lives of other mothers bavs, Her son should go
there! And the boys of everyone in her cabiner. [ do hope that people
come 1o your hefv, If something happened to your paper it would
Breagk my heart’,

On top of 3ﬂl‘ldif‘l% us £10. she also sent us a subscription to
tha paper. To her and all the other readers and supporters who
did rush to our help, we extend our heartfelt thanks.

But the response that we have received is only a quarter of
what we need to stabilise us. The costs of producing a revolu-
tionary socialist paper, without tha benefit of big business
advertising which sustasine tha national press, is becoming
astronomic.

We ask all of your to follow the example of some of our
poorest readers who have made gn immense sacrifice just to
sand us a small amount of money. We need all of youtosand a
waak’'s wages 10 set us on a firm footing to carry on the fight.

Naxt weaak we shall publish a full list of all those who have
donated to our spacial fund drive appeal.

el

Call Foot to ord

Phote: C PUGH (SC)

10 SR tHal resolutions gooup to
conference supparting those
MPFPs who voted against the
wovdrasent, congdemning the
Srant bench’s fo.s,-n'an, and
calling for withdrawal of all
Brirish forces from the South
Arlantic and the geilateral
renunciation of amy  British
clatrm o be wrirten inro ihe
manifesta. Keep us posted!

G
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JOIN THE FIGHT FOR
SOCIALISM

i you would like to be put in touch with
Socialist Challenge supporters in your area or
would like more information fill in the form
below

LT L P e

Address

HaionfCEP I a0 i b et e
Send to: Socialist Chalienge, PO Box
50. London N1 2XP,
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THE US DEFENCE Department is
campaigning for every major U5
hospital to set aside a minimum of 50
beds to supplement military medical
facilities in the event of a major war
overseas. Nuclear war is included
among the possible ;ust:frcatmns for

this programmae.

DAVY JONES looks at Reagan's
preparations for a limited nuclear war

in Europe.

The Civilian-Military
Contingency Hospital
System  (CMOCHS)  was
launched by the Defence
Department in 1980 in a
handbook entitled “‘In
Combat, In the Comm-
unity, - Saving = Lives
Together’. It explains its
role as follows: *CMCHS
is @ mechanism which will
prepare  our  nation  io
medically support a future

jor conflict outside the
United States.

‘Because of technical
advances in weaponry and
the great mobility of ar-
mies roday, a future large-
‘scale war overseas will pro-
bably bemin and end very
rapidly, and roduace
casualties at a higger rate
than any other war in
history.

‘Thus we have created
the CMCHS, which pro-
vides a mechanism for
civilian hospitals o agree
in advance to supplement
the military capability sar-
Iy in any large-scale future
conflict.’

The handbook goes on
to explain how the civilian
medical facilities harness-
ed bv the CMCHS would
he co-ordinated by area
military- medical com-
manders. Il explains that
some 50,000 beds in all are
sought for the CMCHS
programme  for US
casualties from such a war
in Europe.

A response from the
Us Department of
Defence to an inquiry con-
cerning possible nuclear
conflict states: “The maost
likelv scenarnio for a future
military conflict would be
IN 8N OVLTSCHS Sreg using
conventional WERPOIS,
This does not rule out the

Cheques  payvable

The T-shirt to be seen in this summer! Just the thing
for all CND/E] Salvador demonstrations. Only £2.95
including p&p. Sizes small, medium and large.

! fo Cardingl Enterprises.
T-shirts, PO Box 50, London NI 2ZXP.

possibility that such a war
could escalate to a tactical
nuclcar cxchange and
planning must of course,
consider thal possibility.”
Another response
states: ‘It is possible, of
course, that such a war
could escalate 1o the use of
chemical or tactical
nuclear weapons within a
combat theatre. It is
believed however that any
casualties resulting from
such an escalation could
be accommodated by our
present  military  health
care system and through
the CMCHS framework.’

The US ‘Defence
Department by March this
year had persuaded some
433 hospitals 1o participate
in the CMCHS program-
me, providing over 30,000
beds. The cost of this
massive operation in reim-
bursing the civilian health
centres for their charges
has never been revealed.
The cash could onlv come
from  the Pentagon's
military budger.

Last wear there was
considerable publicity
given to the remarks of
President  Reagan  and
Secretary of State Alex-
ander Haig about the
possibility of ‘a limited
nuclear war in Europe’
through the use of ‘tactical
nuclear weapons'., These
‘tactical” nuclear weapons
are defined as those of 20
to 25 megatons, To grasp
the awesome scope of this
‘limited’ war it i= enough
to recall that the Hiro-
shima bomb was one-
eightieth of a megaton.

The CMCHS program-
me clearly illustrates that
detailed planning is now
being made by the Reagan

Orders  fo: |

administration for this
horrendous military  op-
tion, Opponents of the
CMCHS programme with-
in the US medical profes-
sion has been led by the
Physicians * for . Social
Re-leJ_ﬂns:thly (PSR).
he PSR claims that
the Defence Department's
hintz at the scale and
character of casualties en-
visaged strongly imply ‘a
limited owverseas use of
Jluq!r.'al.r weapons',, and
their hypothetical casualty
list shows ‘a predominance
of blast and thermal in-
juries’ of a kind incarred
in a nuclear exchange.
They also point out
thar the - number of
hospital beds envisaged
for use in such a conflict
{an unknown proportion
of the 85,000 Veterans’
Administration beds,
some 20,000 Defence
Department beds plus a
Turther 7,000 for war time,
added to the 50,000 from

the CMCHS) total
162,000, which is more
than the number of

hospitalised casualties in
the 15 years of the Vier-
MATT WAT.

The PSKE's campaign
has had some effect. A
number of hospitals, in-
cluding the University of
California and Stanford
Universitv, as well as
medical staff in a number
of local and regional
bodies have refused 1o par-
ticipate in Reagan's war
preparations.,

Many of thoze oppos-
ing the CMCHS scheme
have alleged thart its func-
lion is lo accustom the
public 1o and to make
prepamtions for a so-
called ‘limited nuclear war
in Europe’. They point out
that preparations for
dealing with  casualiies
from such a catastrophe are
about as uscful as our own
Ministry of Defence’s
‘Protect and - Survive’
handbook, with its tips on
makeshift fallout shelters
made of old doors,

For example, there are
only 1,000 special care
burn beds in the whaole of
the United States. Yet such
treatment would be &t a
premium  for victims of
nuclear war. Dr Howard
Hiatt, Dean of the Har-
vard S{'hu:nu] of Puh]h:
Health, reinforced 'this

point for the PSR by re-
counting the case of a
casualty with third degree
burns over 85 per cent of
the body roughly similar to
nuclear casualtar propar-
fions,

In a zpecial burns unit

he received 281 wunitz of

fresh frozen blood plasma,
147 units of packed red
blood cells, 37 units of
platelets and 36 of serum
albumin. Aftersix surgical
procedures and a vast ar-
ray, of - drugs; Clife-
supporting technology and
spectalist attention round-
the-clock the patient died
on the 33rd -dav. What
chance the 150,000 other
casualties envisaged under
the CMCHS programme?

Socialists and peace
campaigners. have been
joined by many specialists
and experts in questioning
the very idea of a ‘limited
nuclear war in Europe’.
Even former LIS Secretary
of Defence Harold Brown
and former Presidental
Science  Advisor  and
weapons expert George
Kistiakowsky have argued
that once nuclear weapons
are used the parties in the
conflict will be driven o
the use of strategic nuclear
weapons, subjecting the
world to the risk of an-
nihilation.

These new revela-
tions of Reagan's
nuclear war-mongering
should be publicised as
widealy as possible. They
illustrate just how ruth-
legz US imparialism is
prepared to be in
defence of itz waorld-
wide intarests just as
Thatcher's war in the
South Atlantic has con-

firmed British  im-
perialism’s war
capacities.

As Reagan visits the
European capitals in the
coming week socialists
and peace campaigners
should demand to know
whether thair  own
governments are ool
laborating an the
CMCHS programme,
Thay should use this
new information to ax-
tend the movement for
an end to all nuclear
weapons, and for the
overturn of the im-
perialist system which
engenders nuclear
madness,

Reagan nrepares husmtal‘s
for Euro-nuclear war

<<
K
We faught Wl:m“d Wer One in Europe;

we fought World War Two in Europe
and if you dummiss will let us we will

fight World War Three in Europe.
~ Rear Admiral Gene Ls Rocgue,

funner Panugnn planner

Task force has
nuclear weapons

By Davy Jones

THE BRITISH Falklands fleet is equipped with
nuclear anti-aircraft missiles according to the
German news weekly magazine Der Spiegel.

Quoting US secrel ser-
vice sources Der Spiegel
claimed that dﬂ miral
*Sandy’ Woodward is em-

powered to use  these
nuclear missiles  ‘under
SETIQUs  circumstances’,

The explosive power of
the missiles and the
torpedo warheads s
estimated at between 1.5
and 20 kilatons, compared
with the 13 kilotons of the
Hiroshima bomb.

Tony Benn demanded
from Thatcher at the
outser of the conflict an
answer on. whether the
fleet was carrying nuclear
weapons. Thatcher con-

sistently refused to
anzwer. When confronted
last weck with the report
from Der Spiegel the
Ministry  of %et‘ence
equally refused to com-
ment,

il gppears that even
the US warmongers are
unhappy at the prospect
of Britain's task force car-
rying muclear weapons.
Der Spiegel claimed that
the US government was
‘extremely concerned’.

For the labour move-
ment in this country it is
EVEN more serious. In our

name the Brilish arme
forces may have bee
authorized to nuke Arger
tina.

Most British worker
arc completely unaware ¢
this possibility thanks t
our  wonderfully  fre
press, which has cor
sciously failed to repom
the Der Spicgel story (wit
the exception of a sma
report in the Times),

The Campaign fi
MNuclear D:adrmamenr an
socialist  activists shoul
utilise this Der Spiag
story to boost the growin
opposition at the base ¢
the labour movement |
Brilish aggression in th
South Atlantic, -

Socialler Cﬁa!iungé 4 Juns 1982 paget



Vistnamase lsader Ho Chi Min

By Phil Hearse

RONALD REAGAN's visit to
Europe will see mass
demonstrations in  Home,
Paris, London and Bonn. In
Britain the main demonstra-
ticn will be organised by CND
on 6 June. Ronald Reagan is
rightly regarded as the person
who has given the green light
for a massive nuclear re-
arming of US imperialism.

But the new and deadly nuclear
arms race is only one arm of Reagan's
military policy. In El Salvador the LIS
is more deeply involved in a counter-
insurgency war than at any time since
Vietnam. i

Socialist Challenge believes that
US involvement in ?]: Salvador, its
threats  against  countries  like
Micuragoa and Cuba, and its massive
conveniional re-armament, are part
of the same policy which leads it to
bolster its nuclear armament. Both
are part of defending the American
Empire,

Here we attempt to explain the
new rise of American militarism. and
why US imperialism is of necessity
ruclear imperialism. And we show
why it has been during revolutions
that the US has come closest to using
nuclear weapons.

DefanEing the Empire 1

— From Saigon to
Teheran

In the early 1960s President Kennedy

decided to take the United States 1o

war., He decided to draw the line
against ‘international commiunism® in
Vietnam, By 1964 there were falf ¢
miflion American troops fighting the
Mational Liberation Front and the
North Vietnamese army.

Al [irst sight thiz seems extraor-
dimary. Why should the US g6 tosuch
extraprdinary lengths to save South
Vietnam, a country of little economic
significance? The answer haz to he
found in America’s world role — thart
of internarional cop for capitalism.

In 1959 the US suffered a severe
defear. In Cuba, Fidel Castro’s guer-
rillas came to power, overthrowing

the US-backed Batista dictatorship.
The revolution rapidly moved in a
socialist direction. Elsewhere in the
‘third world"’, guerrilla movements
were challenging colonial powers, In
Africa, movements in Mozambique,
Angola and Guinea challenged Por-
tuguese imperiahsm. The 1S became
convinced that a wave of guerrilla
_srrug;gles- wis going to challenge the
interests of capitalism across the face
of the underdeveloped world.

In 1964 the US started bombing
Wiclnam. The most barbaric weapons
of war — napalm, fragmentation
bambs, chemical weapons — were us-
ed against the National

...-:"
gl

Vietnamese peasants were
indiscriminately slaughtered. The
US was saving that revolutions any-
where would face the full force of the
world's mightiest military power. The
war was intended as a demonstration
that the 1S would not tolerate
movements which threatened its in-
Lerests.

The American war effort was
broken on the rock of the resistance
of the ordinary people of Vietnam.
Who was winning the war was made
very obvious by the Tet offensive in
January 1968, The United States was
on the road to defeat.

The final debicle came in 1975,
During April the NLF soldiers sent
the South Vietnamese army reeling.
The NLF entered Saigon on May
Day. As a final humiliation, the re-
maining Americans had (o [lee the
country in a rapidly organised airlifi,
with helicopters taking off from the
roofs of sovernment buildings as gun-
fire echoed around Saigon,

After 1975,  battered and
demoralised, American imperialism
pulled in irs horns, But the situation
was turned around by new and rising
threats’ to American imperial in-
Terasts.

Liberation Front.

In 1973, thels
shockwaves
world, becapse
rulers of the
decided to rai
supplies as a we
support for T

The US espa
consumption of 8
expensive local oil, ¥

almost sieze mentality developed —
the fear of *Arabs’ attacking US in=
terests was widespread.

This fear-of turmoil in the Middle
East challenging US interests: was
bolstered by the huge movement in
1978 which eventually led to the over-
throw of the Shah of Iran. The Shah,

irdworld”,
~Hisoverihrow canie
- ing blow to American

@ u shatia
pmshﬁe an

O el US: received - anather shan
blow when in July- 1979; the revoly
tionary guerrifias of the FSLIN over
threw the Somuza dictatorship in th

tiny = Central & sta
of Nicaraguz" & :
_»  Further trouble was als
developing in Alrics

When S wfrica

troops invaded :ﬁmlf o

ih 1976, the Cuta
EOVETHMENT in conc
with the Soviet Union st
troops to répel_lh”iq?

Cuban Lruupswm"a!s
involved in the defenice of the Derg
regimein Ethiopia, Fhitfhﬁi
overthrown the Ethiopian ‘empero
Haile Selassic
The US believed, rightly, that in
countries i the ‘third world™
lerests wers under atrack.

Becanse of the dominant ant
communist ideology of the US, to
officials began tosee this asall part g
@ “Russian sk Security “advise
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THE LABOUR PARTY'S National Executive
Committee is now discussing a draft pro-
gramme which is to be put before the con-
ference in October.

This programme has been passed to
Socialist Challenge. Over the page we print
an outline of it, and explain our reasons for
doing so.

What does the new programme propose
for women? We asked Jude Woodward, from
Manchester Labour Women's Council to ex-
plain and comment on the draft proposals.

it

~ National Executive Committes. We also
- at some of the key questions which women
ing to deal with every day: e

® the basic arguments for positive discrimination as
given by a woman railwarker
- ® why abortion rights continue to be threatenad and
‘why the trade unions should campaign for them

® interviews with women from differsnt - ;
backgrounds on what tha Falklands war means to
Necanan ; ! e

® a programme to beat the Tories - =i

Even if the best policies in the world were to be
adopted by the Labour Party they would mean
nothing if they didn't get backing in action by the
mass of the labour moverment. It is only through
mass action on the streets and in the factories that a
real change in society can take place.

The sort of movement which repefled anti-
abortionist MPs such as White, Benyon and Carrie is
necassary to win the fight for positive action, for a
woman'’s right to work and for all the other policies
which women nesd,

Anti-abortionists get smack in eye

DESPITE tha massive  sultation with the woman's
amounts of money and doctor.

energy poured into the cam- @ 76 per cent of men and 69
paign to stop women having  per cent of women think
abortions, mora people than  that abortion should be pro-
ever think that women vidad on the NHS,

should have the right to And in a real blow to the
choose ona. Pope the poll also shows

A racent Gallup poll thatseven outof ten Roman

shows conclusively that: Catholics  support  the
® 81 percentof menand 7  woman’s right to choose,
per cent of women support  despite the official

the right to choose in.con-  teachings of the Church.

Socialist
Challeng

Lahour’'s new
programme

for women

THE LABOUR PARTY
has long promised a
policy statement on
women. It is axcellant
that the NEC will be
discussing one.

It gets one very im-
portant issue right: that

women’s economic
dependence underpins
their whole status in
society. (It proposes

changes such as
® Reform of the regula-
tions covering social

LABOUR'SPROGRAMME 82 _
® Labour proposals for women:

this page f
® Labour’s economic and
social str

“

security payments.

@ Extension of nursery
provision.

@ Extension of the Equal
Pay and Sex Discrimina-
tion Acts so that groups
of workers can collec-
tively use the tribunal

proceduras.
In addiion the paper
recognises that women are be-

ing forced to provide unpaid
services in the home 1o make up
for the gaps as a result of the
cuts. It recognizes that women
are concentrated in low paid,

UNIONS DEFEND
ABORTION

ALTHOUGH the Tories backed down from
prosecuting doctors who challenged recent
DHSS moves to restrict women’s right to
abortion by imposing a restrictive notifica-
tion form on the health service, the threat still

exists.

We reprint here an article written by a
group of Post Office engineers active in
Women in Telecoms who argue that the
POEU should defend the right to abortion.

THE ISSUE of abortion is
a highly emotive one,
having as it does ethical,
religious and political im-
plications, but there is a
tendency for people to sit
on the fence and declare
that it does not affect
them. It is thought of
solely as & women's
issue, but in fact has
wider implications as a
trade union issue and af-
fects averyone.

So long as abortion is not
freely available the guestion of
the reliablity of women as
workers  Turks  in the
background somewhere and
women, their employers and
the unions face an added dif-
ficullty in working towards
cquality in the workplace.

When the government ar-
tacks the ability of one section
of the workforee to work, a
united front is necessary or the
power of the union itself is
undermined.,

Whatever wour particular
ethical view on abortion, thart is
vour right as an individual; but
neither the law nor any religion
classifies the foetus as an in-
dependent  human  being.
Miscarriages are neither given a
death certificate nor a religious
hurial,

As  union members we
should expect our unions to
protect the rights of all workers
1o exercise as much control as
possible over their worklife and

their career development. That
means supporting the right of
an individual woman to decide
whether or not she wishes to
continue an unwanted
pregnancy and not impase that
decision on her.

The public debatec arpund
abortion has its reflection in the
TU movement. Both the TUC
and the Labour Party now
understand abortion lo be a
union issue and have commit-
ted themselves 1o taking action
to gain the right of inﬁiv]dual
women to decide whether or
netl o continue an unwanted
pregnancy.

Before the *67 Abortion Act
abortion was illezal and women
broke the law. If they were rich
a privale hospital gave them a
‘smnall ggnar.ﬁw!ugjuaj opera-
tion”. If they were poor they us-
ed knitting needles or gin.

The passing of the ‘67 Act
made abortion legal if two doc-
tors agreed there were grounds
which made the continuance of
the pregnancy more a danger to
the mother’s health.

The doctor could take into
account the effect of social fac-
tors. This leaves the legal,
political and moral interpreta-
tion of the act to the discretion
of doctors.

This has lead to large
regional abnormalitics: for ex-
ample, in Dudly six per cent of
abortions are on the NHS com-
pared with 97 per cent in
Hartlepool. It is unacceptable
that whether or not a woman
gets an abortion is the result of

ateg
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Labour MPs accept petition from NAC and LARC. LARC's three- paint programme should be Labour polic

unskilled jobs, and it pledges a
future Labour government
both to attack low pay and take
measures to end job segrega-
tion.

This iz a step forward. Butit
would not remove two major
weaknesses from the Labour
Parly’s policy on women.

First, what should be done
about job segregation?
"Women's jobs' have a lower
status and pay than men’s johs,

We need a pledge from the par-
iy for a programme of trve
action to get women into tradi-
tionally male dominated jobs,
The policy is also weak on
the issue of & woman's right to
choose, Abortion does not ap-
pear in the section on women,
and only merits two lines in the
section on health. While there
is a pledge to improve facilities
to achieve a woman’s right to
choose, the programme does
not incorporale the three-point
plan proposed by the Labour
Abortion Rights Campaign.

This would mean, for exam-
ple, that the Labour Party
would mnot be pledged to
decriminalise abortion. People
like Dr Huntingford in East
London would remain open to
proseculion with the possibility
of 14 vear sentences just for
performing abortions.

The  greatest  problem,
however is that of a strategy o
win women's rights, The docu-
ment concludes:

an anti-abortion gynaecologist
impasing his/her political views
on women.

It i also unacceptable thar
parliament has nol put this
right. Safe, early abortions can
only become nationally
available on the NHS through a
change in legislation to make
abortion legal at a woman’'s re-
uest,

. In 19735 the National Abor-
tion Campaign was set up to de-
fend the right of women to
abortion on demand. In a coali-
lion with the TUC, the Labour
Parly and many other organisa-
tions, the NAC organised over-
whelming public  pressure
which stopped three attempts
te further restrict the 1967
abhartion act,

As a union we have not
discussed or voted on the issue
of ahortion, Although the
POEU officially has no posi-
tion its delegations to- the
Labour Parly have voted to de-
fend the 1967 Act and endorse
the position that ‘a fundamen-
tal part of women's rights is
control over their own fer-
tility’.

Our sponsored MPs® posi-
tions on abhartion reflect the
lack of discussion in the union,

The purpose of this article is
to argue why the POEL should
accept abortion as a legitimate

« subiect for debale and why it

. Ta’n oaTn e e e
SRR
0 :
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‘to ensure our strategy fo
women 5 equality is carried ou
the nexi Labour povernmen
will gppoint a senior ministe
{with Cabinet responsibility
with special responsibility fo
all matters related 1o wome
and equality betweeen the sex
ES .
Unfortunately a great dea
more is needed. The polic
statement does not pledge th
party to build a mass women’
movement that coutl
be necessary to sweep aside th
obstecles to women's equality,

It doesn’t point to the cen
tral role of the mass abortior
campa.i%n it defending  th
gains of the '67 Abortion Act
or the rale of the numerous in
dustrial struggles of women fo
equal pay in winning the Equa
Pay Act.

Moreover, struggles Ibn
women at factories such as Ley
Jeans, Royal Pride and Famou:
Names defended women’s joh:
against the Tories and struck :
real blow for women”
economic independence.,

Ministers for Women an
all right. But what we need firs
isa Labour Party that fights fo
women’s rights by building :
mass women's  movement
That's how the LP will win the
support of working clas
women — and that will help pw
Labour in office. Otherwise the
LP may not be in the positior
to give us a Minister for womer
for a very long time.

should endorse the TUC"s posi
tion that women should legall
be entitled to an abortion o
the NHS,

Women's rights is a nev
area for the union to deal with
The influx of women into th
engineering grades will natural
Iy promote these discussions it
the whole membership.

Child bearing is obviously
an important and necessary
function in sociely, a functior
exclusive 10 women, and there
is no reason why women shoulc
be penalised for it,

The fact the women can fal
pregnant when they do not wist
t0 is not something they shoule
be penalised {or cither.

The power to decide to con
tinue ~or terminate such
pregnancy ought not to be hele
by the Church, State, a doctoy
or any other arbitrary body
but by women themselves,

ORGANISATIONS that car
supply mora information
Branches or individuals may
consider affiliating to ths
MNAC/LARC trade union liaisor
committea. (NAC) Nationa
Abortion Campalgn, 374 Gray:
Inn Rd, London WC1. Tel: D1-27¢
0153, (LARC) Labour Abortior
Rights Campaign, PO Box 110,
London SE21 BND. 5
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EXCLUSIVE
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LAST WEEK Tony Benn came under attack from the

party lsadership because ha publicly stated in Tribune
that ‘the party will be told not to worry about policy.
just to get out and do the canvassing.” Michael Foot
does not want the rank and file in the party to discuss
the Programme that Labour will base its election

manifasto on.

Thiz Programme has been passed onto us, with the axcap-
tion of tha saction on foreign policy and defence. Labour's
Programme 1982 will not appaar bafora the membership until
after the deadline for conference resolutions. That is why
Saocialist Challenge has decided to print extracts from tha 600
page documant. Over the next few weeks we will look at dif-

ferent a

of the Programme in more detail.

We believe that the Labour Party can only benefit from
having the fullest possible discussion throughout tha labour

movemeant on what policies are needed if

bour is to not

rapeat the mistakas and betrayals of previous Labour govern-

ments.

Labour's Economic Strategy

The first priority for a Labour
government must be to tackle
this immediate economic crisis
and repair the damage — to ox-
pand the economy, lo create
jobs for all men and women,
who wish to work, to rebuild
industry and to restore public
SETVICES ...

The next Lahour govern-
ment will frame its policies with
the clear objective of reducing
unemployment al least below a
million within five years ...

T this end we must support
overall economic  expansion
with a crash programme of job
creation, training and employ-
ment support to make sure that
jobs are available for those who
want work ... We will improve
and expand training to prepare
young people for working hife

veo to climinate discrimination.

and Lo ensure through positive
action that women and black
people have an equal right to
employvment ... to improve in-
dustrial relations by repealing
damaging Conservative legisia-
tion and promoting positive
development - of trade union
rights The next Labour
government will encourage ... a
35 hour week with no loss of
living standards. We will also
encourage more flexible ar-
rangements so that men and
wormen can share the respon-
sibility of looking after children

We have also made clear
our | apposition 1o incomes
policies ... There isa need for.a
national economic: assessment
of the prospects for the growth
of the economy ... (which) has
fo embrace such issues as the
share of the national income

omg to profits, Lo earnings
rom emp j_ymem. Lo rents, 10
social benefits and to other in-
comes ... Consideration is also
being given to the possibility of
a national minimum wage ...
Labour will comply with its in-
ternational obligations and in-

Now is the time that resolutions for conferance are baing
put in the constituancies. These resolutions should form the
basiz= of Labour's manifasto for the next election — a
manifesto that should be decidad on by the mambarship and
not a small cligue that is accountable to no one,

Photo: GM COOKSON

troduce a right to equal pay for
work of equal value ...

Labour will create legal
rights for unions to organise ef-
fective industrial action
without being subjected to legal
challenge ...

The key elements of our
programme for  common
ownership are as follows:

*The public-assets sold by the
Conservative COVErnment
should be restored to public
ownership: and 1he public
monopoly restored where it has
been breached.

*The dpul:ulic sector should be
extended to include profitable
firme in key sectors of industry
and public enterprise should be
used to support industrial plan-
ning ...

We will thus return all in-
dustrial assets sold off by the
Tories into public ownership at
the earlicsl cpportunily; we will
restore the public monopoly in
the field of post and tele-
communications. and.  end
privaie schemes such as ‘Pro-
ject Mercury”; and restore the
rights of the British Gas Cor-
poration and. British National
Ol Corporations ...

Sectors in which we have
made specific commitments to
extend public ownership in in-
dustry  include  electronics;
pharmaceuticals and heallh
equipment, the construction in-
dustry and building materials;
the private road haulage in-
dustry; major ports. fishing,
forestry and timber. We are
committed to fake a majority
stake in all existing and future
Morth Sea oil fields ..

A Report on the Financial
Institutions will be presented to
conference this year. Among
the proposals being considered
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are the following:

— a national bank operating
through posi offices could be
cstablished by merging and
developing  the.  Mational
Girobank and Mational Savings
Bank _..

Labour’s Social Strateqgy

At 't:_s: core 1l mMust puaraniec
certain, fundamental  social
rights:

— the right to work for all who
want i,

— the right 1o an adequare in-
come whether in work or out.

— the right 1o 2 decent home at
a price people can afford.

— an - education  which will
develop: each person's true
potential and equip them for
their roles as worker, parent
and member of the community.

— the might to health care on
the basis of need not-ability to
pay ...

It 15 essential Lo act direetly
on inhenbed wealth which 1s by
far the greatest source of in-
equality. The mnext Labour
povernment will introduce an
annual tax on personal wealth

. the exemprion limit would
be set ar around £150,000 in
1982 prices ..,

The Narional Health Ser-
vice is roday facing a douhble
edged artack. While resources

—a public stake in the bank-
ing system could be established
by taking one or more major
clearing  banks into  public
ownership.

to the services are being cut,
private practice is being dctively
encourged: by the present
government W shall
therefore separale private prac-
tice from the NHS by removin
all pay beds within the first
vears of “the next Labour
zovernment. We shall also rake
into the MHS those parts of the
profi-making private sector
which can be used o meet local
health needs and reduce
wailing lists...

A massive housebuilding
and renovation programme has
a priority claim and restoration
of the Tories” cuts 10 housing

inyestment  would make a
substantial  contribution o
e ﬂatmg. the economy

Labour’s policy on  council
house sales is as follows: We

will relieve public landlords of

any statutory ohligation to zell
with effect from our first days
i office ... We will legislate (o
ensure thal all future sales are
at full market value ... We do
not expectany increase in coun-
¢il rents in the first year of a
Labour government ...

Democracy
Rights

and Human

Cur aim is to ensure that we
have a truly accountable police
force. We will ensure that the
Police Authority ... and not the
Chief Constable will be given
responsibility. for derermining
the area’s pgeneral policing
policies. London is a special
case. We will, therefore, in-
troduce special carly legislation
to create a policy authority for
London ... The London Special
Patrol Group and local SPGs
... should be disbanded ...

We are opposed to the use
of CS gas, water cannon and
plastic bullers ... We believe
that people with authoritarian
and racist attitudes should not
be recruited to the police force
... oearches of persons in the
street should be prohibited
unless the officer has actually
made an arrest or there is clear
evidence that an offence might
have been committed . ...

Ethnic minorities

One of the main reasons
that black people do not receive
equal (reatment and face
discrimination in nationality
and immigration law has been
the insistence by successive
governments  that  black
people are themselves the pro-
biem. Mowhere has this been
more evident than in immigra-
tion control... The repeal of the
1971 Immigration Act and the
1981 British MNationality Act
will be aimong the highest
priorities for the next Labour
govermnent ... _Ihe Labour
government will take thelead in
stimulating 2 wide range of
QsItIve acllon Programmeas 1n
Favcuur of black people ...

Homosexuals

We will legislate to ensure
that the age of consent is reduc-
ed from 221 1o 16 for homosex-
pals ...

The Housea of Lords

It is our intention to abolish
the House of Lords ..,

The European
Economic Community

The Labour Party and the
labour movement in general is
now firmly committed to Bri-
{ain’s withdrawal from - the
EEC. We shall therelore pul
this issue to the British people
in the Manifesto and if elected
on that basis we will take it asa
popular mandate for with-

(rawa

L % o 3|

Northern Ireland

Owur aim is to help bring about
the unification of Ireland by
agreement and consent bet-
ween the two of Ircland
... The people of Northern
Ireland will not be expelled
from the United Kingdom
against their wishes. We do not
accept, however, that this must
mean & veto on political
developments in the hands of

the Unionist leaders ... Until
such time that devolved
government is  achieved we

would wish to continue with
direct rule ...

We oppose an immediate or
early wi[l?g rawal af troops. The
policy of gradual withdrawal
should be continued ... Whilst
we do not sec a return Lo jury
trials for terrorist offences in
the near future, we do believe
that certain reforms of the pre-
sent system should be carried
out We will repeal the
Prevention of Terrorism Act as
so0n as we take office.

Local government finance
Labour's first priority will be to
reverse the Tories’ massive cuts
in rate support grant and in
capital ailocations 1o aliow
councils to reverse the serious
culs in local services ... Labour
will act to remove the threat of
persanal surcharges and bank-
riupicy which now hangs over
councillors ... We will repeal
Heseltine's legislation and any
penaltics  imposed  against
councillors ...

Youth
The Labour Party recognises
that young people are a distine-
Lve scetion of soclety whose
special ‘needs and aspirations
must be provided for .. We-will
giveall 16 and 17 year olds the
right and opportunity  to
receive edu;ai:ﬁu. ‘raining and
work experience within our two
year Student-trainceships ...
We will provide these voung
unempioved in the student-
traineeship with at least £30 a
week (at 1982 prices) 1o rise
with the increase in average ear-
nings. The allowance could be
topped up through collective
bargainings ... We will glve
consideration.  to  reducing
minimum voting age to 16 and
of candidature to 5.
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Because man's pla:::a is in the army.
2

Because no

really .manly man wants {o

settle any question otherwise than by fighting

about it,

Because if

methods women

them.

Eecause men will

3.
should adopt peaceable
will no longer look up to

men

4.
lose their charm if they

step out of their natural sphere and interest

themselves in

other matters than feats of

arms, uniforms and drums.
5

Because men are too emotional
Their conduct at baseball games and m
conventions shows this, while their innate ©
tendency to appeal to force
particularly unfit for the task

Alice Duer Miller, 1915

to vote. "33
political

renders them .
of government. ..
AT

Alice Duer Miller, the American novelist and
to 1942,

Terry Marsland ~— ==+

poet, lived from 1874

I AM totally opposed to
this war. | don't
necessarily  think the

Argentinians were cor-
rect to invade in the first
place but this govern-
ment’'s attitude is com-
pletely wrong. The
amount of money which
is being poured into the
Operation — and hospital
workers are having to go
on strike for a decent liv-
ing wage. | think it's ap-
palling that young men
are dying for this — on
both sides.

I would like to see a
ceasefire. Our union has
called for the implemen-
tation of resolution 502 of

Barbara

1 THINK all young peaple
should ocppose this warin
the Falkland Islands.
Eighty per cent of school
lsavers are unemployed.
We have no financial in-
dependanca,

In September, with
‘the Tebbit proposals we'll
have to wait till we'ra
seventeen befora getting
social security. When

ou leave school you
2ve to go on a slave
labour scheme to get £15
per week. Most of which
will have to be paid to
our mum and dad.
oung people get a
rough deal out of this

government. ;
This war won't give us
anything. After all the

deaths and killing young
people will end up WOorse
off. We might end up with
this Tory government for
another five years if they
win. ;

It’s like Ireland — Bri-
tain has no automatic right

the United Nations.
There should be an im.
mediate withdrawal of
the fleet.

I think it would be a
good idea for the TUC to
talk with the CGT trade
union federation jn
Argentina. Workers are
always capable of resolv-
ing things more than the

| think the unions
should begin a campaign
among the memberships
to explain what is going
on. This war 'is going to
escalate and | think that
attitudes will begin to
change very rapidly,

Pulford

to these places. And the
Falkland Islands are 8,000
miles away. Britain has
gone into this war just to
show its strength as an im-
perialist power.

I’m against this war but
I'm not a pacifist. I don’t
think most people like to sce
people be killed, but
there’s a difference when
vou're fighting for your
very existence, like in H]
Salvador. People have zol
the right to determine their
own lives. The Tories don’t
allow anyone to determine
anything.

There are a lot of women
in Youth CND, but it's not
because we are more
peaceful as women. It's
women like us in Nicaragua
and El Salvador that are
fighting to the death in the
war against American im-
perialism, . Women
throughout our history have

n determined fighters
against oppression — not

Pat Arrowsmith

that you would know that
from reading school history
books. The reason is that
we've pot less to lose than
mern,

The women’s movement
should oppose this war
because Thatcher is waging
WAr on women too. Seventy
¥ears ago a section of the
suffragettes supported the
first world war. They gave

S1%s
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up  demanding women's

rights and supported the 5

war effort instead.

But we should Oppose
the war, not because we're
gentle, peaceful women but

ause it's against our in-
terests — and against the in-
terests of all working peo-
ple, young, old, black,
white, male and female.

TRADITIONAL images of
weak, submissive — and ‘peaceloving’. The left has
not been immune to this. In particular many in the
Labour Party have fallen into this easy trap of saying
that women should Oppose the war because of thejr
Peaceloving natures.

women present them as

Socialist Challenge asked thres women about their
attitude to war,
sacretary of the
Barbara Pulford is a sup-
porter of Revolution Youth, a sister newspaper of
Socialist Challenga.

Pat Arrowsmith

I REGARD the Falklands as a colony snatched by the
British. The people who live there do have a chaice —
either to live under Latin American sovereignty or to
move. People are often forced to move — no one
thinks anything of moving people to find work, Prac-
tically the whole of Corby, the steel workers’ town, is
p:lt,pulatad by Scots who moved down in search of
jobs,

Britain cannol garrison the
islands — in the long run they'll
have to be Argentinian. Many
people are putting forward the
United Nations as the peacefu]
solution but, to my mind, it
would depend whart the UN did
— it"s most likely 10 support
imperialism. [ ~ favour g
ceasefire but the most realistic
way 1o achieve it would be if the
{leet were withdrawn,

Lam a pacifist, which meane
that I don't believe in war arc 3
methed of solving social con.
flict.  Pacifism d%:esn‘t mean
you do nothing — it just means
you take action of a nonp-
viclent pature,

I think it's a contradiction
for socialists to applaud killing,
I believe in sabota ging property
— pacifists in the United Stares
have messed up the noge cones
of Trident missiles, There are
methods of non-violent action
— such as mass industrial ge.
tion which could bring the state
to its knees, but in Northern
Ireland, for example, that is
more difficult.

don't condemn the IRA
bombings in public — | explain
that they are a direct response
to British policy — in some
situations 1t's not useful to
preach pacifism, But [ dop’t
think wviglent tactics work. 1
was a child in World War Two,
I was fifteen when the bombs
were dropped on Hiroshima: 1
ECAMe 3 pacifist because of
the nuclear bomb, You have 1o
look for an alternative to arm.
ed conflict when vou see how
far it can go.

The Malvinas cpisode bears
this out: suppose it escalates jn.
o a nuclear war? We dop’y
know that there aren't nclear
weapons aboard the Task

orce.

I think it's significant that

| weapons arc named after
male gods (apart from one laser
called Helen), but 1 think they
should name one  after
Thatcher. It's simplistic 1o
assume thar women are more
peaceful. Look at Gandhi,
Thatcher, Meir, Nazi 55 camps
were personned by women as

—
missila site,

well. People who are oppressed
can become oppressors.

There's an element of truth
in the slogan ‘take the loys
from the boys' — men do like
gadgetry ete, but that's only on
one level. I don't think we

should have a separate
women's scction a st the
Malvinas war, but T do think

the women’s movement should
work against il

Also, women have played a
major part in the CND move-
ment from the beginning. I
think that could be to do with
being a woman — women have
less wested interest im war,
Perhaps they are more concern..

about children and the
future; but that doesn’t make it
a feminist jssue. 1 don’t think
all issues worth supporting are
feminist issues as such., I would
like the black, gay and
women's movements to join
the fight against the bomb but
it"s not especially a women's
issue,

My pacifism has more to do
with my family, An uncle of
mine, for ex y W35 A
former governor of the Falk-
lands!

R o S Y
RAJ-END

Our flabby union jack

now hangs slack.

We forget

the ack-ack guns of world war two
ran out of flak

decades ago.

That shabby flag

land all It sags for)

i3 just & flashy rag

ne longer fabricated

in mills of Acerington,

but manufacturs

whare this scrap of cloth

no longer flaps its flaceid vanity —
in India, Taiwan, Sarawak,

The Union jack
is just u load of cack.

PAT ARROWSMITH
21482

Sdtulugier Mo rizaris wden SRR ikl 1A e

demonstrators at the Greenham Comman Criise
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BRITISH RAIL is supposed to be an equal oppor-
tunities employer giving women a chance to take jobs
that up to now have been open to men only. JUDITH
ARKWRIGHT spoke to ROSE KNIGHT, one of the few
women BR guards, about working in rail and the
broader gqusstions invaolved in fighting for positive ac-

tion in law and practice.

British Rail is an egual op-
portunities employer, What
does this mean?

I don't think it's made very
much difference at all. Women
still do the low paid jobs —
they still work in catering,
cleaning, secretarial and office
work. I work as a guard with
two other women guards and
aver 200 men in my depot, Ac-
cording to BR there are only
about 40 women: guards in the
whole country. And this is
seven years after the Sex
Discrimination Act.

I don't think being an equal
opportunities  employer  has
made any difference to BR at
all. Jobs in BR are still divided
along sex lines with men takin
the highly paid, skilled jobs an
women in general taking the
low paid, unskilled jobs.

Why do you think it is that
women don't teke these
jobs? Surely in many cases
they don’t apply?

Many women don’t know they
can get these jobs. How many
women know they  could
become a train driver or a
guard? Working as a guard, you
et some very startled looks
TOM Passengers. The industry
doesn’t advertise the jobs. Lon-
don Transport ads, for example,;:
show women driving buses and
this encourages women — but
this is not the normal practice.
Also, there’s prejudice at
the peint of hiring, For exam-
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Malcolm X
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SFECIAL OFFER

QOver the next 10 weeks we will
be publishing further extracts
from Labour’'s Programme

Make sure of your copy

SUBSCRIBE TO
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Only £2 for 10
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SPECIAL OFFER
With each 12 month inland subscription to
Socialist Challenge we are offering a free copy
of Nicaragua: The Sandinist Revolution by Henri
Weber {(normal price £2.95) or Autobiography of

Inland: 12 month £14.00; 6 month £7.00; 10 ssues

Surface & Europe £17.00, Air Mail £24.00
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Send to Socialist Challenge, PO Box 530, London N

ple when [ wanted to get a job
as a guard, I signed my name
without putting Mre or Miss
and I got letiers back to Mr
Knight. I finally got offered a
job and it wasn't until I got to
the interview that they realised
I was a woman — then [ think
they felt too embarrassed to
turn me away.

But I did this becauss 1
knew they wouldn’t offer me
this job — they would offer me
a job in the office or a cleaning
job. That’s the sort of pre-
judice that exists. Then there’s
the guestion of training. | was
treated very well and every ef-
iﬂrl Was m?.ld:e to ﬂe slu:e 1

ept up with every else.

But there ars oerta:'}rru things
in training 1o make sure that
women can't or won't go on to
take the job. For example we
had to lift a very heavy mece of
metal called a buck-cve. Thein-
structors  gave us very clear
training and showed us the
technigues but sinee 've beena
guard I haven't had to lift one
because modern trains don't
use them.

I found out that many
women had left the course
because of it. This example ex-
ists in many jobs along with
height gualifications which are
often totally unnecessary or
chest expansion requirements.
Things which are deliberately

put there to cut women out.

A lot of it has 1o do with
confidence as well because even
very heavy metal bars can be
lifted if you feel confident and
you're taught the technique.

R PR L T

Unions should fight for positive discriming

But there are jobs which
women simply could not
do?

Wo;;neﬂ's Bight
= BRITISH RAIL =

Gase for positive action

I don't accept this. If you look
round the world vou see that
Women do  wery  heavy
agricultural work. In the USA
you've pot over 3000 women
miners. You cm]_y have to look
to the war period in Britain
when women did just about
every job that had to he done.
The training school at the depot
where [ work was set up during
the war in order to train women
guards in fact.

You have to say that there
are certain reguirements need-
ed for a certain job and that job
then should be open to both
men and women. What should
be born in mind is that women,
because of the past, because
they’ve only done certain jobs
may need special training in
order to get over some of the
hurdles — particularly in jobs
reguiring manual iabour,

But why should women
want to do these jobs?

Because women for too fong
have had jobs with rotten pay
which are badly organised.
Women want well paid jobs —
they want jobs which are well
organized in terms of unions.
And they want jobs that are
more interesting. Women only
earn_about sixty per cent of
men's wages, This 15 because of
the tvpes of jobs which we do.

.|'.-

LS BULIE

advertising and in tramning. But
it doesn't allow any form of
positive discnimination at the
point of hiring.

It doesn't say that unions
can demand that a certain
percentage of women must be
taken on.

%0 in that sense it doesn’t go
anywhere. What the Sex
Discrimination Act did was o
try to remove certain obstacies
but it didn"t force emplovers o
radically change their employ-
ment practices by forcing them
to hire women and train them.

In fact, under the Act
uolas and targets are illegal. If
BR or the Coal Board decided

to take on 50 per cent of women
across the whole range of jobs
to make up for past discrimina-
tion, under the present law they
¢ould be taken to court by
a man and accused of sex
discrimination.

= & -—u.—-l—l'_f
tion at the point of hiring

up children on their own.

In reality, even if women
are living with men the family
;‘a e i3 m?dequ of the wage of

eaple, It's quite impossi-
ble n%w ]me mnglt i‘amitrr.‘;&m
live on the wages carned by the
average man. The woman has
to go to work and her work isas
equally important as his work
in terms of their economic
needs.

But in tha prasent situation
whara there's only a certain
amount of jobs to go round
is this policy practicable?

5 e T
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waorking womean bacause
it’s only about getting mora
women newscasters or
more women MPs. What
good will that do us?

So what you'ra arguing for
is a favouritism towards
womean. But isn't there a
danger of favouritism at the
expense of men?

But isn't discrimination of
tha type you describe illegal
under existing legislation?
For example, suraly
employers aren’t allowed to
discriminate at the point of
hiring for a job?

Well if you can prove it, ves.
But  it's usually  hidden
discrimination. You cannot
prove that someone hasn't of-
fered vou a job because vou're
a woman, The Sex Discrimina-
tion Act iz negative in that
respect. What it does is to allow

positive discriminaiion « in

I think that's the kind of argu-
ment that the management uses
and sometimes an argument
you get from the men you work
with. All jobs ought to be
available 1o both men and
women and it's only because of
unemployment that pi:cpl{.‘ sg
women a5 taking men's jobs,
[t's also because of a rather old
fashioned idea that men are still
the breadwinners. But there'sa
high percentage of women whao
are single parents and bhringing

By insisting that only men can
apply for jobs because of
unemployment, you're not
tackling the basic issue, which
is that more jobs should be
provided, What vou're doing i3
discriminating against one sec-
tion of the labour force.

What needs to be recognis-
ed is that women have & nght (o
a permanent place in  the
workforce, Whal positive ac-
tion does is Lo show they don’t
have this. They're only allowed
jobs when the economy re-
guires_it such as during war

time, That situation has o be -

done away with and there must
be compensatory measures (o
make women equal.

Some people think — sven
people in tha Labour Party
— that positive action is
divisive bacause it
highlights women's
demands at the expense of
other working  people.
Others say it's irrelevant to

A woman's right to
work — the case for
positive action

&0p plus pEp. Ordoers over
20,

p sach. Chegues to
The Other Bookshop.
Ordar now from The Other
Bockshop, 578 Upper St
London N1 ZXP.

Working class people are
already divided Dbecause job
segregation exists, he

emplovers use this to their own
advantage to lower everybody’s
wages,

For example, if you're a
carriage cleaner in BR — and
carriage cleaners work much
harder than [ do — and take
home around £55 per week,
that's seen by the employer
gs Lhe basic rate and all other
wages are determined by this.
They only get away with this
because most of the cleaners
are women and because of the
threat of unemplovment.

1 don’t think that sociahsts
should stand back and accept
this situation. I think that if
you fight to get women egual
pay and equal access to all jobs
it means you're taking up low
payv as a campaign for every
worker, and vou're doing away
with the idea that ir’s possible
in the 19805 to pay people
dizspustingly low rates of pay.

On the second part of the
question, | can’t understand it,
because it's precisely working
class women that have the rot-
ten jobs — who work part time
— who work in non-unionised,
sweated industries. So positve
action is more relevant to them,
not less.

What can be dona?

We have to take the issue up in
the unions and Labour Party.
A lot of people don’t know that
the TUC has a very radical
policy which calls for positive
diserimination at the point of
hiring. It wants the law to be
changed to allow emplayers to
recruit employees of one sex
only. This actually means
amending section 48 of the Sex
Discrimination Act. :

This would make & very big
difference  particularly in in-
dustries like heavy engineering
where there are virtually no
women at all. Some form of
mandatory procedure needs 10
be implemented. We need very
heavy fines and methads of en-
forcement. We dom't want
another situation like the Equal
Pay Act where employers spent
five years getting out of it.

The Labour Party should
take this up and commit the
next Labour government to the
necessary amendments. In fact
it's something that [ think
would make people vote
Labour if they showed they
were really commiticd to this
process and nol half hearted
about it.

We need action as well to
defend women's jobs and at-
tack management’s
discriminatory  practices. [
think that unions must insist on
information  about  where
women work and whar percen-
tage of women work and what
they earn.

1 think: we could start
negotiating around the gues-
tion of goals and largets and
monitor - the rogress  of
employers like BR which call
themselves egual opportunity
emplovers  but  which do
nothing to put this into prac-
tice.

Many people don't even
know if their emplover 15 an
equal opportunily employer.
Such a provess will uncover
discriminatory practices in all
areas including redundancies
and has 1o be part of the overall
fight against unemplovment.
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Sands of miles of hostile
om Turkey to Japan while
as great strategic security.
if the ‘countries which sur-
¢ Soviet Union are hostile to
E¥akistan and Turkey — and
jclear bases and forward
jons.. The TJS  has.
s refused to accept
basing’. The classic
missile crisis. The
et medium-range
&= which in the carly
0 Soviet possession
fi*have meant a big
egic balance — was
pvith the threat to go to
the  missiles  were
m. Cuba was blockaded by
5 navy and Soviet ships were
ed- and searched. The preven-
tion” of Soviel “forward basing” is
dependent on overwhelming nuclear

But in addition the US maintains per-
manent military ‘advisors” and aid to
reactionary dictatorships world wide.

Since the second world war, the
US has used its conventional forces
directly against the colonial revolu-
tion on many occasions. The most
notable are: the Korean war of
1950-3; the ClA-officered overthrow
of the left-wing Arbenz regime in
Guatemala in 1954; the sending of
marines to the Lebanon in 1958 to put
down a left wing revolt; the crushing
of the left wing Bosch regime in the
Dominican Republic by 40,000 1
marines in 1965; and of course the use 8
of half 2 million troops Lo try to erush
the Vietnamese revolution between
1965 and 1971.

. This world wide use of US
military muscle reqguires  decisive
nuclear  superiorily because in
fighting revolutionary, nationalist or
other movements detrimental to its
interests the US also threatens the
strategic interests of the USSR which
possesses nuclear weapons.

Thus US imperialism 15 of necessi-
ty  nuclear imperialism.  When
Socialist Challenge supporters march
for a nuclear-free Europe on 6 June,
we shall also be marching against the
system which gives rise to nuclear
weapons — imperialism. To defeat
nuclear ‘exterminism’ means (o
defeat the system of permanent op-
pression and barbarity which Reagan
represents.

=

it to use its conventional forces
much more freely. For the US to
respond to developing revolutions in
the colonial and semi-colonial coun-
tries it needs new and flexible conven-
tional forces — but these have to be
backed up hy a nuclear umbrella. The
conventional force build-up is taking
the form of the construction of the
Rapid Deployment Faree which aims
to put 100,000 men in the field within
ten days.

Already it has engaged in a

mparialism and Extended
a" front the book 'Extar-
minigm and Cold War' (NLE forthcom-
ingl in drawing up this article.

0 onstrate the flex- —
ibility of US conventional [orces
bombers flew from bases in Col-
orado, dropped their bombs in the
Epyptian desert, turned round and
flew home again,

The Indian Ocean island of Diego
Ciarcia is being turned into a fortress
by the US. Diego Garcia is within a
couple of hours flying time of nearly
the whole of the Middle East’s oil pro-
ducing region.

.. These are just some of the more
visible signs of US preparations o go
to war against colonial revolution.

g

LT
s

Sandino’s Daughters
Margaret Randall
£4.95 pb Zed Press

The Other
Bookshop

LB Upper Strent London N1
Telnphone 01 226 0671

“THE PEQPLE are like volcanoss: no \=
one sets fire to them, they expfode
alone. And Central America is a
valcanic regfon.” Fidel Castra, July 1980

DEFENCE of the revolutions in Cuba, Grenada and Nicaragua
and support for the revolutions in prograss throughout the
region are the twin thamas of this new pamphlet.

. Published by Saclalist Challenge supporters in East London
it provides up to date, factual information and Is an invaluable
introduction to politics in this area,

/6 poges: 3 colour cover, 30p a single copy pluy 12¥p posiage. Bulk rates
available on reqiest. No sole or return.

Alse o singularly beautifil new badee! For a Reagan-free Caribbean it
Yeflaw, red amd Black, 20p each plus 1243 p postage, 15p cuch for orders over
len.

Clreler boilr from East London Secialist. Challenge ofo PO Box 36, 136
Kingsland High 5S¢, London ES.

Cither bodges can be ordered as well, plegse specifyr | Jobs nor Bombs: 2 T
worn 't die for Thatcher: Siop Cricise Missiles.

Book Group

Micaragua: The San
dinista Revolution
Henri Weber
£2.95 pb Ver:
Open 10-8 Mon Tues Sat; 12-7 Wed: 5 ph Verso

11-7 Thurs Fri

Your Job in the
Eighties: a woman's
guide ta new
technology

Ursufa Huws

£2.50 pb Pluto

The Triple Struggle
Audrey Bronstein

Women at Work £3.00 pb WOW

A Workers Educational
Ass'n Book

Chris &ldred

£1.75 pb Pan

Under the Eagle
Jenny Pearce
£3.50 pb LAB

Mail Order Sereice — add 20 per cent for p&p :
Orders to; The Other Bookshop PO Box 50 London Ni

FAREWELL. DOLE!
I'M OFF 7O JOIN TH HELP THE TORIES WATH THE
BRITISH ARMY? UNEMPLOYMENT FIGURES!

VOLUNTEER TO BE A
CORPSE!

Sccialist Challengs 4 Juna 1m _ page 11



Internatlonal

By Phil Hearse

POWER in El Salvador has been held for
decades by just 14 families. But in July 1973 in
neighbouring Nicaragua the dictator Somoza
was overthrown by the Sandinista revoiu-
tionaries, opening up new possibilities for all

'-'5.' "l-'t':'

'='-.§ iack on the mam base, and
extending  the liberated
zones o the countryside;

The strugple of the
Salvadorean people was

the people of Central America and posing the

United States with immadiate problams.

Itz allies — Honduras, Guatemala and El
Salvador — are, like MNicaragua, small states
run by oligarchies which rule through military
dictatorships o©r governments Incorporating

the military.

The US feared the
g.rog}m g;re: of mfa.ilfﬂ
in vador e 1
In October Bﬁpﬂ ¢
engineered a coup agamst
the dictator Humburto
Romero. This brought to
power a combined civilian
military juntaled by Chris-
tian Democrat Duarte,
which promised reform.

Romero's replacement
by the junta indicated the
weakness of the ruling
oligarchy and nor its
strength. From October
1979 there was an explo-
sion of mass struggle —
demonstrations, land oc-
cupations and strikes —
with the revolurionary
arganisations being
significantly strengthened.

¥When the Duarte junta
collapsed in February ‘81
the revolutionary groups
Jmned  with other anti-
oligarchy forces — in-
cluding the social demo-
cratic MNR and the Chris-
tian Social Party — 1o
form the Revolutionary
Democratic Fronr (FDR).
They also formed a joint
military command, the
Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front (FMLN).

February 1980 was a
crucial turning poing
Archbishop Romero, a
champion of the poor, was
assassinated by right- w:ﬁ
death squads command
by Roberto D" Aubuisson
now president of the
assembly, The armed
organisations of. ' the
FMLMN came out on the

streets (o protect the mass
demonstrations,

During Romero's
funeral the army and na-
rional guard showed their
colours by firing on the

hundreds of thousands
assembled before  the
cathedral in San

Salvador, A bloody war of
attrition had opened up.

Since: then, up
25,000 people have been
1Iaughtered by the death

ds — right-wing para-
m:lntar:.r organisations with
strong links with the na-
tion guard. But the
revolutic organisa-
tions, all of which have
mass political fronts as
well as military wings,
utilised the new situation
to organize in the coun-
Lryside. Liberated rones
were established in many
parts of the couniry in-
cluding near San Salvador
the capital.

The FMLN prepared
for 2 ‘g:n:ra]]sag’ offen-
sive as the politics of the
countryside became polar-
ised between those for the
oligarchy and those for the
guerrillas,

The offensive  was
launched on 11 Januar
1281, Military positions all
over the country were at-
tacked. The town of Santa
Ana was occupied. At-
tacks took place all over
San Salvador,

But the general sirike
called for by the guernilas
was only a partial success.

The urban poor, particu-

larly in San Salvador, were
not in a position to be pro-
tected by the guerrillas,
and the FMLN had neglec-
ted preparatory work in
the towns.

But the January 1981
offensive was not the “final

offensive’

that the bour-
geois press claimed, Tt was
arehearsal fora prolonged
war of attrition to bring
down the junta.

The United States res-
ponded to the 1981 offen-
gIve by pouring in military
aid and personnel to

sirenglthen  -the  Salva-
dorean armed forces; they
launched a counter-attack,
raiding villages all over the
country. Bur the FMLN
re-organisad and
strengthened itsalf,

By autumn 1981 the

also gaining more interna-
tfional  tecognition  —
which culminared with the
recognition of the
FMLMN/FDR az a lepiti-
mate political force by the
Mexican = and  French
governments.

The recent fraudulent
elections in El Salvador,
boycotted by the opposi-
tion, brought a sharp shift
ta-the right in the oligar-
chy, with the big electoral
success of the extreme
ARENA party led by
Roberto I Aubuisson., I
was also marked by fur-
ther military attacks by the
guerrillas. Whatever the
manoeuvering  and dis-
apresments. berwesn the
U5 and the right-wing
gangsters who  run the
country, the outcome of
the struggle will be settled
by the armed struzele.

The danger that the US
will intervene with troops
is wery real. But whereas
international reaction has
lined up behind the mili-

tary rulers, the
L F\-'[LN need much
more
port. They arein the front
line of the strugele agains
a system which keeps small
and ruthless minornties in
power, and the ordinary
people in dire poverty.

Uil their final victory
our task is unrelenting
solidarity, continuous
campaigning against
American involvement
backed by Thatcher. The
people of EFSalvador, like
the people of Vietnam
before them, will not fight
alone.

tide had orned again and
the FMLN launched re-

newed offensives,
sabotaging industrizl and
ECOROmic Lar%ets bringing
down power lines all over
the couniry, destm_vm;
half .the Salvadorean air
force in an audaciouns at-

Contact the El Salvador
Salidarity Campaign at
28 Islington Park Street,
London N1. Tel. 01-35%
Z270.

POIISh ‘workers fight Stalinist repression

Rt e mpethgie® y
Socialist Challenge 4 June 19827 page 12

By Davy Jones

camps.

The crackdown by the
military  outlawed  all
union activities, Those
organising resistance were
jatled. Leader Lech
Walesa was pur under
hiouse arrest. All justified
by the need to ‘defend
socialism’,

But Sclidarnose was no
threat to socialism, only to
the bureaucratic elite who
run Polish society,
Solidarnosc never called
for an end 1o state awner-
ship of factories and
workplaces, It called for
an end to the privilepes
and corruption of the
bureaucrats and party of-
ficials.

Solidarnost  represen-
ted twelve million
workers, small farmers,
students and others united
in favour of workers' self-
MEnagement and
democracy.

Solidarnose was ilsell a
model of democracy.” All

discussions were recorded
and available (o every

ALMOST six months ago, on 13 December, the
Polish military moved to crush the indepen-
dent trade union mowvement Solidarnosc,
Dozens were Killed, factories occupied by the
riot police, and thousands put in internment

member, all negotiations
openly hroadeast, Every
official was elected and re-
callable. Its programme
was adopled only after ex-
haustive discussion.

But Solidarnosc pozed
adeadly threat to Poland’s
rulers, a huge burcaucratic
dpparatus crg anised by the
Communist Party with its
own economic  and
political privileges in a
post-capitalist state,

It waz thiz apparatus
backed up by the Kremlin
which ruthlessly moved to
repress Solidarnose, In so
doing il reinforced the
myth that the only alter-
native to capitahst misery
and exploitation 13
Stalinist ‘terror and dic-
tatorship.

But Solidarnosc has
not been crushed, Its deep
[0ots facilitated
widespread underground
resistance, On May Day

100,000° miarched in* the'

capilal Warsaw and Gdan-
sk, birthplace of Solidar-
nigsC,

Solidarnose needs the
British labour movement’s
support.  Reagan and
Thaicher shed crocodile
tears. Bur as enemies of
socialist democracy they
are no friends of the PUllSh
workers,

The Labour Party,
trade unions and wvouth
should take the lead in
organising solidarity with
Solidarnose, Already exil-
ed militante have toured

workplaces, and Polish
prisoners  have been
adopled by labour
organisalions. The
Solidarnose trade union
working group £o-

ordinates these activities,

Solidarity committess
based on the labour move-
ment spread Solidarnosc’s
message. The Manchester
committes have called for
a national labour move-
ment conference for Oc-
tober, already endorsed by
several Labour MPs and
union afficials.

_Activists should cam-
paign  lo commit the
Labour Party and TUT to

call a national demonstra-
tion in December to mark
one vear of martial law,
and to  help establish

& solidarity movement in
this country championing
the cause of workers'
powWer,

Solidarnosc Solidarity Committees

Glasgow Polish Solidarity Committes, c/o Gordon
Morgan, 59 Durward: Avenue, Glasgow G21. Ring
041549 30E,

Edinburgh Polish Sohderity Commitiee, c/o Edin-
burgh & Diztrict Trades Council, 12 Picardy Place, Edin-
burgh,

Graater Manchester Polish Solidarily Commitiee, ofo
Jon Silberman, 51 Montrose House, Crete St, Oldham,
Lancs. Ring 061-620 2885.

Leeds Polish Solidarity Commitiee, ¢/o Dave Feickert,
28 Roundhay Mount, Leeds ¥, Yorkshire, Ring 0532
490927,

South Yorks Polish Solidarity Commimee, c/o Rab
Bird, 279 Ellesmiere Road, Sheffield, 54 7DF. Ring 0747
BI1T7174.

Nottingham Labour Movement Solidarity with
solidarnose, oo 3 Elm Cloze, Mottingham.
Birmingham Folish Solidarity Committee, cfc Roger
Murray, 28 Blackford Road, Rirmingham 11, Ring
21-773 5306,

Coventry Solidarity Committes, John
ASTMS, 26 Ouerns Road, Coventry,
Oxford Lahour Commiites on Poland, 46% Banbury
Road, Oxford, Ring 08&5 58238,

Eastarn Europe Solidarity Campaizn, 10 Park Drive,
London NW1, Ring 01-458 1501.

Labour Focus on Eastern Europe, Box 23, 136
Kingsland High 5t, London ES.

Solidarnosc Trade Linion Working Group In UK, 64
Philbeach L!Elrd':llh Earls Court, Lopdon SW3, Ring
01:373 3482 - S KA

Fisher ¢/o
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Raising the Argantinian flag aver the

THE GENERALS have run Argentina
with a rod of iron since 1976, with
30,000 oppositionists ‘disappeared’ —
kidnapped and vanished without trace
— or killed. Many British socialists
believe a British victory in the South
Atlantic will help oust this despicable
regime.

But this is not the way the Argenti-
nian people see it, according to an exile
who spent five years in the junta’s jails.
Rafael Runco, intarviewgd here by

see the current conflict as a chance to
settle accounts both with the junta and
imperialism.

Whom should we trust to deal with
the junta? The Argentinian working
class, which has struggled heroically

o R 1 s, rererm mﬁng!}r strong working

class  movement  and

What led the junta to  popular mobilizations
take over which had threatened im-
Malvinas/Falkiands? perialism’s grip om the

country. But after six years
s of dictatorship the country

was in deepening political
and economic crisis,

The mlitary’ found it
impossible o assert its

The armed forces took
power in a bloody coup in
1976 because of the in-

INTERNATIONAL

May/June issue now out!
Secialist foreign policy, El Salvador,
Nicaragua, European nuclear free zone.
the GLC, Labour's youth, politics of sport,
Darwin, *Missing’, reviews and much more!
Just 76p, or subscribe for £4.50 a year.
Overseas subs £5.50 a year surface mail,
£10 air. Cheques to: Intsrnational,
PO Box 50. London N1 2XP,

lvinas ye

FT

- S

?
nt

ov

F e pE-
: R T, S
R e o
i 5 I? *‘-‘» 8 .-' T; r‘:}i.' -"I gl: .: -'ilH- : '_-f£r iy L

against it for six years? Or Thatcher,
who armed it, féted its ministers, and
closed Britain's doors to the refugees
fleeing from it?

Socialist Challenge supports a class
response: stop the war, bring back the
fleet, and recognise the Argentinian
people’s rights — including sovereign-
ty of the Malvinas/Falklands — in order
that they can deal with their rulers,
while we deal with ours.

International working class unity is
only possible if we refuse to support
the aggression of our own ruling class
against another working class. As
Rafael Runco says, stopping That-
cher's war-mongering is the best way

ﬁrgenﬁmhn firepower on the strests after 1976 military coup

everywhere.  Frequently
they have nothing to do
with the burcaucracy, and
in some places they are
formed by the lefi, not by
the five parties. Because
the name *Multipartidaria®
is allowed by the govern-
ment, they are using it

The unions have taken
the CGT into their own
hands and in every factory
are setting up local CGTs.
S0 now we have the
strongest and best organis-
ed opposition to the
EOVEINment ever.

In the Tirst weeks the
effects of the crisis were
very goodd, because there
wias a rebirth of anti-
colonial feelings, not just
in Argentina but also reac-
tionary governments like

to help get rid of General Galtieri.

political control, cspecial-
ly when faced with
economic  bankruptey.
Also, the internal solidari-
ty of the armed forces was
being weakened.

All the underground
Mmovements recently
started to reappear. From
last December — when
Galtieri took over — there
were strikes and
demonstrations.

On 30 March, there
were nationwide
demonstrations  including
20,000 in Buenos Aires,
About 2,000 were arresied
and, in Mendesa, one kill-
ed. There was a move-
ment, led by the relatives
of ‘disappearcd’ people
and of political prisoners,

against human  rnights
viodations.

Even sections of the
middle class and

bourgeoisie were disturbed
by the cconomic situation,
So the armed forces were
in a tight corner and nesd-
&d to do something.

They had three aims.
First, to divert altention
from internal problems.
Secondly, t0  regain
prestige internally and also
all over Latin America and
the Third World, especial-
Iy after sending troops to
Central America, and in-
tervening in Holivia.

Thirdly, and perhaps
most  importantly, to
rebuild unity and solidari-
ty within the armed forces,

What has
response?

The government wasn't
able to sell its line to the
Argentinian people. From
the wery first, with the
demenstrations of 200,000

bean the

after the: occupation,
everybody wenl on to the
streets, not only to
celebrate because of the
recovery of the islands,
but to demonstrate against
the povernment. The
slogan was “Malvinas yes,
government no'.

So the government's
first aim failed: they
couldn’t divert artention
from internal problems.
The second aim, that of
gaining prestige, also fail-
ed. Although countries
like Cuba and Nicarsgua
support  Argentina they
make clear that what they
are supporting is Argen-
tina's anti-calonialist

claim, but not the govern- -

ment.
Revolutionary
organisations like the
Salvadorean FMLN have
laken the same position,
and have also asked
Galtueri to withdraw his
trogps from Central
Amernica — which he has
now done. Thirdly the
government failed to unite
the armed forees.
e

What's been happening -
recentiy?
T T
There has been a very fast
recovery by the opposi-
tional organisations: in
particular of the Multipar-
tidaria, a unifving front of
the five main political par-
tigs from the Percnisiz to
Christian Democrats.

The: trade wunion
federation, the CGT,
which iz dominated by
Peronists, has been srow-
ing because most warkers
support it.

But people have taken
advantage of this, and
local CC%TS and Multipar-
tidatias are springing up,

Venezuela and Peru op-
posed PBritain, and
America as well, Even
Venezuela, the most reac-
tionary civilian govern-
ment in Latin America
which has supported
American strategy of in-
tervention in Central
America, has called for an
Organisation of American
states without the USA
because of Reagan's
stand.

When the actual
fighting began, bringing
the first casualties, we
think that the situation
changed. Now the con-
tinuation of the conflict is
what . the government
needs i order to justify
themselves continumg in
EOVErnment.

The people are saying
‘Malvinas ves, govern-
ment na’, But the govern-
ment knows that when the
crisis is over they will carry
On  saying ‘government
no'. So we think thar
Thatcher is giving the
justification * the armed
forces need inorder to stay
in power,

Argentinians dona't
want this war, any war,
But Britain™s role in this
conflict 15 the continuation
of two hundred years aof
AEETeSsI0N,

Evervbody is ready to
Eu to war against Britain if
this aggression continues,
Bul it doesn’t mesn we
support the government.

T e

The CGT made an at-
tampt to wvisit Britain
which was rejected,
Have thay made any
further attampts?

No one in Argentina puts
any confidence in the CGT
leaders. But those are the
only organisations. allow-

ARGENTINE PEOPLE

ernment

Rafasl Runco

ed, 50 everyone takes ad-
vantage of them, and they
are used as a cover for
other activities,
A week after the crisis
began adxmup af politi-
L

cians and trade unionists
decided to go abroad to
put the people’s caze. The
government offered to pay
the tickets, but they refus-
ed in a press conlerence.
said they were going
to_explain the people's
point of view, and that
they would have nothing
to do with the govern-
ment,
= They came to Europe
and =aid they wanted to
contact the British TUC.
But they received no

answer.

The 1980  Nobel
prizewinner, Esquivel,
spent two weeks in Paris
Irying to get a visa to come
here to pul the Argenti-
nian people’s point of
view. He doesn't support
the government — he was
in prison with me after he

ol the Mobel Prize, The
ome Office refused him
a visa,

The Brilish - gavern-
ment, and probably the
trade unions, have besn
closing their ears to any
attempt by any section of
the Argentinian people to
explain the real situation.

[f the TUC, or any sec-
tion of the labour move-
ment, invited them and if
this was not a manocuvre
to use the opposition of
Argentinians o Lhe

L e e T R M Mgy Ay S
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%m:mment. I think the
GT would still be ready
to come. We refugees are
willing to talk to anvone, if
our opposition to  the
government 1s not used to
support the British in this
War.

e

What do you say to peo-
ple who support the
British, as a war against
fascist dictators?

ﬁ

We don't think a victory
for the junta would mean
the end of Eritish im-
perialism, although it
would help. Nor will a
British victory end the dic-
tatorship. The continua-
tion of the war is what the
fegime needs to  justify
continuing themselves in
power.

The only way to help
the Arpentinian people,
not only in the war against
imperialism but also in the
war against the dictator-
ship, is to stop this war.

Argentina can’t go
back and negotiate the
ucstion of sovereignty.
1is 15 not because Galtieri
and company are
patriotic. It is because the
Argentinian people have
taken the matter into their
own hands,

What we would make
clear is that we are not go-
ing to let them negotiate
sovereignty. This is not an
issue for the military. This
it now an issue for the
Arpentinian people.

Let them be heard

SUPPORT (s growing for the
demand that fhe Argentinion
frude union federation, the
CCT, showld wisie  Britgin.
Several MPrs have faken'tt up,
ax did delegates af g fringe
rmiegling addressed by Rafael
Runco during last weekend’s
ASTMS corference,

We appeal o readers o
Pass motions in Lobour Par-
ty, LPYS and rrade union
branches, calling for the CGT

‘e be invited to Brivain, o set
up meetings addressed by
Argentinian refugees,  and
cuiling on thelr lopding bodies
to suppart this demand.
Plegse report resolutions
ta Socialist Challenge, to help
co-ordinate the campaign,
Argentinian speukers
availahie vig the Argentinian
Human Rights Committee,
cfe CARILA, 29 Idington
Park 5., London NI, Tel:
1-359 2270, s
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‘MANY NOW feal, quite justifiably, that Foot
is not the right man to lead Labour into the
next general elaction.’ London Labour Brief-
ing’s aditorial this month took the Labour
Party leadership to task over its ‘bankrupt’
role in the Malvinas crisis. The aeditorial con-
tinues: ‘Such weak, decrepit and clapped out
leadership is an electoral liability.” Te-=a van
Geldsren spoke to the editor of Briefing,
GRAHAM BASH, on the role of Briefing and
tha left over the coming period.

Why did you choose to
print.  thi=  month's
editorial in  Briefin
which is & direct attac
on Michasl Foot and
suggests that he should
ba raplaced?

The Falklands: crisis is:an
acid iest for rhe labour
movement. There can be
no fudging-at all” on this
guestion. A lot of thought
wenl mnto the editorial and
although' it is in wvery
strong terms, il was meant
to be, If we didn't say now
what we think o Ihc
Labour leadership,
would have been too iate

Our  view §5 that
Michael Foot and the
Shadow Cabinet do not
speak for any significant
section of activisis in the
labour movement, whose
voices were being drowned
b; the bipartisan policies

Foot and Healey, We
had to make our position
clear in order to give ax-
pression to the thousands
and Lthousands of peoplein
the Labour Party who
have mntmr{;;tws o that
of Foot and Healey.

Twa waoks ago
Socialist Challenge said
that Foot must go. We
argued also that the
Falklands/Malvinas
izzue was 8 crucial tast
which Foot had failad
and that Tony Benn
should stand for thae
leadership.

Sy —————

Thiz has never been an
eazy question. Personally,

I've had long hesitations
about this. In fact the wor-

ding of the editorial is still
a little cautious.

;..—
0
iy

_ But we: are trying to
give expression to the ob-
Jective reality that there
are more and more active
members of the Labour
Party who have lost any
last illusions in Foot.

In many ways it's
regrettable. T'd - much
rathef we could say in the
editorial thar we had a
leadership we could be
proud of and -above ‘all,
thal we could trust to ex-
press the feclings of the
grass roots of the move-
ment. That is not the case
and we have to test the
water 1o see if there is a
possibility of an  alter-
native 1o Foot at the next
conference. :

The best person, if
there is to be an alter-
native, would be Benn
because of his record over

the past few years and the
fact thar he afready has
fought for the ty
leadership.

Foot and the other
leaders might argue
that the view expressed
in your aditorial over the
Malvinas and hance tha
laadarship might rapre-
gent the view of the
constituencies. But the
recent trade union con-
ferances have baan mix-
ad, to say tha least, in
thair ocpposition to the
war. This comes back to
the continual problem
:,hat Ela-i'm J:::!;:! in the

[:] [:I:1 ip cam-
purgﬁvtha: the hg face,
of winning over the
trade unions.

We're not saving that we
speak for the labour move-
ment as a whole but for a
section of the activists in

B =

ﬂﬁ‘fﬂpﬂ‘ c.lappﬂd nufmdars ip* at the and of
the line? .

F
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hat next?

ol g0
The left has to orientate to women and the unions

the Labour Party. The
question of the trade
unicns is the vital question
facing the left. We went
almaoss as far as we could
gg along the ald road in

¢ deputy leadership elec-

Iiluﬂ last year,

Having got that far
there now had to be a turn,
in the sense that the consti-
tuency activists had 1o
really begin to organise in
the trade unions
themselves, among the
mass  of imactive sap-
porters of the Lahour Par-
tw. Unless'we did that thers
was 8 real mit as to how
far we could go. That is
still the case,

The precondition for
reaching out to the trade
unions is to show to the
mass of members that
there iz an aiternative voice
in the Labour Party, that
Fool doesn’t speak for the
Labour Parly and
especially on this hife and
death question of the
Malvinas erisis, there is an
alternative that must be
clearly put forward.

e =i e e ——]
It is true that one of the

strengths of Briefing
has bhaen to unita many
disparata forces on tha
laft. But over tha past
period you have had a
number of issues that
has allowed you to unite
in action: the GLC elec-
tions, the local elec-
tions and to some ax-
tant the deputy laadar-
ship cempsign. Buz
mora and more thara
saams to be a tension
inside Briefing; for ax-
ample around the
editorial on the GLC a
fow issues back and so
on. How do you decide
editorial  policy and
what issues ara you go-
ing to take up without a
claar focus?

e e e ey ey
Of course there is a real
tension at all times. That
shows we are on the right
road. When there is an
absence of tension, or of
contradiction; then you're
bound to be going one-
sided, one way or the
other. There's

been @,

danger that we could
dissolve curselves in the
broader movement so that
we are unable 1o give any
lead at all.

©n the other hand
there has always been the
danger that we can so
isolate curselves that we
can’l express’ anything
that's real in the move-
ment. We have to get the
best of both worlds.

Personally, 1 would
like Brigfing to be putting
a - consistently  revolu-
tionary position on’ every
azpect of life itself. But we
are justified in doing that
only to the extent that we
would bring some impor-
tant sections of the move-
ment with us.

What do vou sea the
role of Brigfing over the
next period? The Labour
GLC has disiliusioned
many activists. The
local alection results did
not give any maore joy to

.the left than the Labour

London Labour
Briefing Conference

Runnin
Our

London
ay

Saturday 19 June 11am to Spm
County Hall

It iz hoped to set up an ‘aszociation of Soclalist coun-

cillors 1 London®

Lo -provide a London-wide means

through which the preszures and demands of the activists
can be brought to bear on our councitlors, and through
which the councillors in furn can organise across
horough boundaries, and cafl on the help of the move-

ment as required.

Credentials from Jim Ring, 55 Stonard Rd,

London N13, Price £1.
A creche v gvailable.

JOHN -CUTTS, e Stockport
Revalution supporter,  and
delegate to the recent Labour
FParty Young Socialists Na-
tional  Conference  rold
Socialics Challenge what he
thinks about Britain's waron
Argenting  ard  Mikitant's
Position,

At rhe LPYS Confervnee.
the Militant-cenirolled  Na-
tioral Commitiee produced o
statement stressing the need
Jor - an ' independent . class
position”,

- Militant says there’s no
difference between the two
countries.and that the warders
must take af much respon-
sthifity for the prisons oy the

Young Socialists
against the war

aurhorities. Surely Galteri,
and kis fellow Jjoilers the
world over, are running the
prisons on behall of their im-
perialist employers®

Their ‘closs appeal” 1o
Argentine workers, who con-
sciously support Argenting,
will - be Toughed af  urless
Labour “comes. out ond
demands the: recall ‘of the
Heer.

International workers'
selidarity means takig the
side of the vppressed agafnst
the oppressors. This means
Sighting ro bring back the
Task Force, and taking the
side of Argenting in the war,
no matier how unpoplar this
rmighi make us.

Party as a whaola. It
seams that the witch-
hunt will continua. On
all those issuas Briefing,
cartainly in London, has
been in the forefront —
the GLC, local elec-
tions, defending Peter
Tatchell and Tarig Ali.

Put very simply, the role
af Briefing will be what it
always has been — 10 pro-
vide our readers ‘Mth in-
formation in order that
Hu._} can become aware of
their colleclive sirengths,

w. Our tasks must be 1o
‘organise  at the cross
roads’. Thal is-to provide
the connections belween
different sections of the
movement: between the
different industrial and
political wings of the
movement; between dif-
ferent  sections. of the
revolutionary -left,  bet-

weenthe revolutionary left
and the hard Bennite left
and between the [abour
movement and the
women's movement.

We must altempl to
fuse different levels of
politics on the one hand
and personal, sexual
politics on the other. Until
we can unite all of these
different forces then we
can’t serionsly strugele for
power. at. any level. The
constituencies themselves
do not represent the mass

of people.
We must ensure that
the Labour Party orien-

tates to the masses of peo-
ple who' are npot wet
politicised. That means
nol only relating o the
{rade uniomists but 1o the
people  stuck at home,
T};:etml]}r to  women,

at's the crucial question
for the le!'t to address itself
o -
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Lamb

looks at the situation in Lambeth.
150 picketed Lambeth  Commander
Town Hall last Wednesday
25 outgoing Labour
mayor, Johnny Johnson,
used his casting vole to
usher in & new Tory
mavor, Lieutenant-  arguments
o 5

bying pariismant

opposed

By Dave Carter & Chris Jones

Shildon, Co Ducham.-last-Saturday

works.

e

=ata e,
R S et

strikes or oecupations.

L,

later.

workers from Shildon,
Westminster.

investment and modernisation.

needs now to be brought int
e :
LR

EUH‘C-PEAN WORKERS Anp YOUTH savy
JOBS NoT BOMES”

Nowr issue speciall Ernasr Mands!

on  the world scononis orisly. Ordey pour copy o
Far news review of the Foarth Intérnaional. Jus dép

Send cheyuey sie msde
gint, 2. ree Richnrd-

eth:‘If th
summer, they’

‘THE PEQPLE of Lambeth have been robbed of
victory because of the treachery of Johnny
Johnson. Lambeth council undar the Tories
will capitulate to Heseltine with cuts and
redundancies. There will be new attacks on the
black population in Lambeth.'— Ted Knight,
now leader of the opposition in Lambeth coun-
cil after Labour's defeat last week. GREG
TUCKER. Labour election agent in Vauxhall,

Chambers. This allow
the Torics, relying on the
votes of the SDP, 1o take
control of the council,
There have been zome
about
"aa

Hugh reverse the council’s race
ed

how had been Labour's choice

Rail closures

THREE thousand people marched ti":mugh

arday, (o prolest
“fhé proposed closure of Eritish Rail waggon |

Several MPs and trade union leaders spoke of 5
the impact of closure on the town, which is built =&
around the works, opened in 1827, Unemploy-
ment will top 50 per cent, vel no speaker proposed

Shildon is in the centre of the Durham coal-
field, near Conserr. A former steel worker spoke
of the mistakes made there in the fight against
closure, and of the demoralisation now, two vears

If Shildon and the two other threatened BR 55
workshops at Horwich and Swindon are not to go
the same way then support must be broadened, As &=
part of this process the previous Tuesday, 25 May, =
delegates from the workshops, backed up by 600
lobbied MPs

Local MPs admitted the disastrous conse-
quences that the closures would have on their
towns, Roger Stotl, MP for the Horwich area, and 2
@ shadow Lransport spokesperson, stated that the
Labour Party is preparing a plan for BR based on

Delegates expressed their readiness to strike to
save their jobs. Shildon works chairperson, John
Priestley, warned that a strike was inevitable, =
Harry Hammond, district secretary of AUEW 3%
Darlington, warned of the dangers of parochialism
and stressed the need to maintain unity. In fact,
the Triple Alliance, of coal, steel and rail workers,

Labour lost control, Some
inted to ulira-leftism in
auxhall. The facr was
that we in Vauxhall merely
attempted to put across
our policy of ‘no cuts, no
rent or rate increases’.
MNow we must stop the
Tories from attacking the
local community. As one
black youth on the picket
put it: ‘If the Tories

organised.’

policies there'll be one hell
of a show, If they want
riots  this summer then
they'll get them.'

Janet Boateng, who

detailed

e
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new talks

Hackney, East London

dancies, including three

cost to the workforce.

return 1o work. Engineer-
ing union officials made it
clear that official support  only
and any future sirike pay

A

e

Birmingham 15.

stay out

THE 80 women strikers at
Kigass in Leamington Spa
and Abex in Warwick decided
to continue their nine-week
strike for union recognition at
3 mass meeting on Friday.
The women, members of the
AUEW, voted unamimously
to stay oul afier management
had offcred recognition art
both plantz but with “strings”

whether

ey want riots this
get them’

to head the local Social
Services Committee, says:
‘For the first time people
have realised how impor-
tant it is to be involved in
politics. We will be going
out to make sure they are

With no guarantee of
an overall majority, the
Tories musl attempt to ing tenants  against the
push their policies through
the council sub-commit-
tees and they will not allow
: debates  on
policies at ordinary coun-
cil meetings. Even at the
first council meeting some

Metal Bd'x" workers force

By Frank Gorton, shop steward, Metal Box,

THE STRUGGLE against compulsory redun-
leading shop
stewards, hangs in the balance at Metal Box,
Shipley, West Yorkshire. Top managemant has
been forced to the negotiating table — but ata

suspension of the com-
pulsory redundancies but
after first rejecting
the AUEW's official de-

Strikes at S&K Wholesalers, Birmingham. On strike for 2 weeks for unfon
recognition. Donations to S&K strike fund, TG WU, 277 Broad St.

employers’ federation rates o
pay are on offer.
Al Kigass not only do

Labour councillors were
threatened with expulsion
from the chamber.

The Labour Party will
have to mobilise the local
labour movement,
especially making an ef-
fort to repair their rela-
tionship with the local
authority unions. Organis-

Tories' planned rent in-
creases will also be impor-
tant. The lessons of these
elections — that taking on
the Tories half-heartedly
doesn’t work — has to be
learned.
) i

mand for compulsory
redundancies on a ‘last in,
first out' hasis. The

workforce is stll united,
During negotiations last
week, the workers stopped
work.

Such unity will bolster
the shop stewards' con-
fidence that the ‘suspen-

sion” of compulsory

A mass meeting last depended on a return to  redundancies will soon be

Wednesday week agreed work. {el;g!aced ' B fac
to management's- demand Shop stewards were  Withdrawal’,

to end the occupation and  successful in  winning  Messages of support and

donations o the Joint Shop
Stewards Committee, c/o A
Mackin, Treasurer, 14
Westcliffe Rd, Shipley, West
Yorks, Tol 0272 590520,

[
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Kigass and Abex strikers

By Stuart Sleath

at Kigass.
TE: company had

previously slated that union
recognition was not on offer
al Abecx, However, last week
they reversed rtheir stance,
although it seems uncertain

previously reported restrictive
conditions apply, but
management say they will on-
Iy take back 12 strikers im-
mediately with the rest Lo
follow as work builds up.
The srrikers intend to stick
together until union recogni-
tion is conceded at both
plants, on their lerms, not
management’s,
Bomad doamions and o E
pare o Mez E Sranfard, ;Er .'!-‘rrg'rm
R, Leamington Spa, Warwickshice.

engineeri n%

MARXISM 82

| iUty 2-9

Seven days of discussion
and debate organised by
Socialist Worker

The cost ol Marxsm 82 15 as follows

For & Week

L1 00.n agwarmce £13 00 an the day

For a Weekend, Friday night to Sunday nlght
£6 00 in-advance or an 1ne day

SPECIAL UNEMPLOYED RATES

For s Week, in advance only

£7 00 o0 pradacticn of g LUB&0 card

Book the date now.
Furthear details: Marxism 82,
F‘D_Bax 82, London E2
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PAY THE HEALTH WORKER<

SOCIALIST

CHALLENGE

asked Janet

Maguire, a health worker at Guys Hospital,
London, about the 12 per cent pay claim ad-
vanced by National Health Service unions,

She is secretary of South East London
Medical branch of ASTMS, and a member of
ASTMS Womens' advisory committee. Here
she speaks in a personal capacity.

This is not just about
pay. If the Tories win, the
entire MHS will suffer
because thousands of
trained and experienced
staff will be driven out. By
backing our claim vou are
not just supporting badly
paid workers; you are
defending your health ser-
vice against a government
that spends £2.5bn o kill
hundreds of workers in the
South  Atlantic,  and
begrudges the pittances
necded for decent health
CRDE,

The Torics have eut the
NHS to the bone and want
10 run what iz left as
cheaply as possible.

have nmﬂbbm uﬂfemd t‘:
penny, YIOUS Wi
three million unemployed
rhe Tories think there will

be plenty of cheap labour
around — =0 why bother
giving money to the junior
grades? 400,000  health
worke are ﬁmmg less
than
g,memmem 5 own poverly
ling for 8 married person
with two children.

The Tories know peo-
ple can’t live decently on

‘these-wages. But they want

8 oot r:ffuchvc health
service. How do  you

week — the

measure the value of a
life? If you're a Tory —
dead cheap.

The dispute chalienges
the pgovernment’s pay
norms. It is a dispute that
can be won. If we do win,
it could begin a rcal na-
tional fight back against
Thatcherism.

Because working peo-
ple want a free health ser-
vice they can be rallied to
take action in supporl of
our claim, Already miners
in parts of Yorkshire have
taken solidarity strike ac-
tion. Water workers are
ggepa:td to strike, and

uth Wales miners voted
by an D‘-’er\}kht]‘mmg ma-
jority to strike in support
of our claim. 0

At BSC's River Don
plant, steel workers are
coming out on strike for 24
hhou.rs g:lﬂ I.iurﬁ;m[ think
Lhis is ].r the nni

The TUC has not Ix?]“
ed for coordinated strike
action, but when it meets
on 9 June it must r:meﬁ'
this and call on all the
filiated pnions to come out
in solidarity with us.

If we are given the
backing, Thatcher's pay
norms will be broken. If
not, then the rest of the
working class will be forc-
ed back on the pay front.

The  dispute
challenges the Tories' at-
tacks on union rights.
Prior’s 1980 picketing laws

made it illegal for other
m v b T

lines. Now Morman Tebbit
will make sympathetic
strikes illegal.

But workers should
have the right to support
the NHS — it's their
health . that's affected.
Wha else is going to de-

T maiﬂ' women or black
Tory talk
"THE cost of the union demands is £700m in England
this year which is more than the country can afford

in its present economic position.’
Kenneth Clarke, Minister for Health

‘WE have made no estimate of costs. We ara con-

camed with the success of ths oparation.”

John Nott, Secretary of State for Defence speaking on Falkilands

war which has afready cost an estimared £1Bn o rite 1o £2.5hn.

fend us? The Tories are
always going on ahout the
greedy unions — but their
anti-unicn  laws aim to
stop the unions defending
the zick and the low paid!

Of course they should
come on our pk:kct lines:

presldent -*!Lrthur Sca:rg:]l 15
right to say he will defy the
government. The Tories
want to use their laws (o
keep workers on  the
poverty line and go on run-
"'i.l:i'tl down the health ser-
vice — which means more

geﬂpls: suffering and even

yving premalurely. The
labour  movement

not permit that.

As Scargill said: “If we
are in violation of the Tory
EOvErnment’s ]tg,:slabs:tn
tth so be it.” The anti-

keting law% and Teh-

must

aside hy a un_ter,i ]u’lmur
movement. There is no
doubt that the 12 per cent
pay claim in the NHS has
the power to create snch a
movement. Such an op-
Erlumt\f to win must not
hrown away.,

Edinburgh-all-out strike call

By Neil Cruickshenk & Duncan Smith

HOSPITAL workers in
Edinburgh have been on
strike since 20 May in
oppositien to the 4 per
cent pay offer and in
support of their 12 per
cent claim.

NUPE members in
the Royal Infirmary and
the City Hospita
continuing their action.
Initlally COHSE mem-
bers in thesa hospitals
wera out as wall, but
the wunion’s national
organisers refusad to
make the &action of-
ficial.

Man¥ from both
unions feel that a one-
day national stoppage
on4.Juneis notenough.
They want an all-out na-
tional strike, with only
propear grnarganc!,r
COVEar.

Sociglist Challanga
35ﬂku to people involv-
ad,

Davy Burnatt, shop

of NHES expenditura
cuts, and they only talk
about how vital is the
work of health workers
whan they'ra on strike.

COHSE. he said, are
in a waak position with
no national funds to
finance the strike. The
strike coordinating
committee  has con-
tacted the NUM and
Eric Clarke. the Scottish
area secrotary of the
NUM has arranged with
branch secrataries for
pit-haad collections.
Thea National Union of
Seamen and workers at
Farranti Elactronics
hava alzo promised sup-
port.

Bifly. a NUPE picket
at the Infirmary. claim-
ed the police had been
trying to start trouble.
The sympathetic driver
of a mail van had halted
at tha pickat but tha

police informed him ha
couldn’t stop inside the
gate because it was
hospital proparty and
couldnt stop outside
because he was
obstructing traffic,

The police had also
said there should oni
be six pickets on esac
gate. According to Bill
that's ‘only Thatcher's
law’ and he is in favour
of 600 if necessary.

Vernon Sollas. shop
staward in the laundry
at tha City Hospital, ex-
plained that a deslega-
tion had gona to the
Southern Generzl
Hospital .in Glasgow,
where laundry workars
are also on strike. He
received promises of
backing from all the
unions, who are raising
a levy to keep the laun-
dry workers out in-
definitely.

Vearnon said that =
faw COHSE waorkers
are still out on unof-
ficial strike with them
and the NUPE strikars
had agreed to help them
through collections
fram their own strike
pay. Management, he
gaid, are tryin 1o
undsrmina the stri & by
manipulating the
EmMBrgency cover provi-
sions: the mora the
strikers  provide, the
more managemaeant
want.

Cathy, a full-time
laundry worker at the
City Hospital. in a job
which involves handling
soiled laundry, and thus
risking infection, takes
hoeme only £43 per
week. For har, 4 per
cent would mean an in-
crease of lass then £1
per week after deduc-
tions.

Photo: G BARNETSON

stewarde’ convanor at ; o A Gy T
the Infirmary, =aid that Pl_‘ﬂ_ﬂfl:!'ﬂ p F_"FESEI'I.T Wrrekly = Bich “E"k.i}-
the hospital managers annual basic basicweekly  increase  inerease afti
;ra acting i[n a typically wage wage. propased by deductions

ypocritical  manner, JHSS
n'la:ak:ng grlaatl play PR
about 'people lying in ;
ehielr own raack’ Cleaner £3071 £39:65 £1.36 79p

He pointad out that

tha strikers are pro- I b e
viding emargency cover E Fechnician £3339 £64.02 e 5ap
and 30 no onea will die as =
a result of the strike. He Sealff Nurse £4438 ERS 3 R34
l'?}a nnoyed at press slurs
that patients' desths Vsl = : = v =
will be on the cons- S i 04 i £op
ciances of the strikers.
for they never print Porter £3339 £64.22 £I57 B5p
storias about peopledy-. . - s :
&-"ing as the consequence. e SRS F e et ity
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