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JOB WREGKERS

At 2.45 last Tuesday morning
45 bailiffs armed with sledge

hammers and pick axe
handies threw out the
workers occupying the

Laurence Scott factory in
Manchester. They broke win-
dows, knocked a wall down
and told everyone to get off
site.

Shop steward Phil Penning
told Socialist Challenge that
while he was making some
phone calls two bailiffs broke
down the door of the office he
was in, although it wasn't
locked, and told him to get
out. ‘They were both big,
heavy men, one must have
been at least 20 stone and as |
walked past them. they stank
of beer.”

The strikers immediately
issued a press statement.
They are determined to fight
on,

‘What we have witnessed today is
a disgrace o British industrial
relations. From the owiser rhe
workers ai Laurence Scofr have
sought nothing other than the
right to work. When consuliation
takes the form of sledge hammers
and pick axe handles then we are

occupation”

Sk

refurning o the nineleenth cern-
fury.

‘The workers of [Lourence
Scoit have repeciedly declared
that they would noi resist the
bailiffs. In such circumstances
how can we possibly fustify 40 ro
50 men with sledge hammers and
pick axe handles being sent to
take over the factory.

‘We would hape that every
trade unionist in the North wesi
will join our demonstration oul-
side the factory on Sunday, 23
August, ar Ham to show the Ar-
thur Snipexs of this world that they
cannol treat workers in this way,

‘The manrner in which the foc-
tory was repossessed today will
make the workers ever more de-
termined to pursie their fight
from the streets outside the fac-
tory,

Sellout

This latest development in the
struggle of Laurence Scott workers
for the right to work comes in the
wake of a complete sell out by the
union leaderships. Laurence Scolt
warkers have overwhelmingly vored
to continue the fight and not accept
the agreement cooked up by boss Ar-
thur Smine and union officials.

But despite withdrawal of official

quhT

Before the raid on LSE

backing from the Confederation of
Shipbuilding and Engineering unions
support 15 still pouring in. Tony Benn
MPE says the strike has ‘given hope to
millions. [ hope the entire British
labour and trade union movement
will supporl your campaign.’

Peter Hain, executive member of
the Labour Co-ordinating Commit-
tee, deplores the actions of the Con-
fed executive ‘against the clearly ex-
pressed and democratic wishes of the
membership atl Laurence Scott. 1
would urge every trade unionist 1o 1g-
nore that decision and to give as much
practical support as possible to this
struggle.’

Support

That practical support is needed
now more than ever. As Berpard Con-
nolly, cralt convenor from British
Steel, South Yorkshire told Socialist
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Challenge: ‘We're prepared to sup-
port them financially, physically,
marally, any way they want. We're
asking the stewards to vote half our
funds to Laurence Scott. We're ap-
palled at the AUEW and other
unions’ attitude to their fight for
jobs, Having been involved in the
hight [or jobs, we feel very close to the
workers of Laurcnce Scott.’

The workers at Laurence Scott
have shown they are not prepared 1o
be ground down by any one: hosses,
burcaucrats or bailiffs. Mow they
need the full strength of the labour
movement if they are to be victorious
in their fight for jobs. Such a victory
will mean much more than 50 jobs
saved; it will be a clarion ¢all to the
entite’ labour movement that the
Tories and their friends can be
defeated once and for all.

Messages of support and donations to
Cr Fryer, 201 Roundcrofr, Romilay,
Chashire.

Phil Penning. Laurence Scott steward gives the stary

of the dispute on page 5.

INSIDE:

Ireland: Tories in
crisis

This week the mimber af
Irish political prisoners to
die while on hunger sirike

will probably reach
double figures.

Michael Devine was on

his 60th day of hunger

sirike ar Socialisr
Challenge went ro press,
and hix condition was
reported to be rapidly
deteriorating. Already,
Thatcher has driven nine
hunger strikers to their
death.

But the Tories policies on
Ifreiand are increasingly
under altack. The
Sund’-ﬂ!y Times has now
called for British
withdrawal from Trefand.
and the Cabinet ;fse{}" is

reported to be split over
the hunger sirike,

On paze %, H Block
candidaie in the
Fermanaeh by-election,
Owen Carron talks o
Sociafist Challenge

——

Poland: New
strike threat

Printers in Poland have
threatened (o go on sirike
in profest against
governmeni media alfacks
on the independent union
Salidarity. The printers
complate of the strict
control the Comenurnist
Party exercises over the
media.
Solidarity has just
published its ideas on
how the union should be
organised. i1 is one of the
muost demacratic plans for
rank and file control
umion members have
published anywhere. On
poges 6 and 7 Socialist
Challenge reprinis
Solidariiv s proposals.

Lothian: Is it the
end?

Labour-controlfed
Lothian council in
Scotland has gone back
on earlier decizsions ro
defv the demands made
by the Tory Governrment
Jor cuts in council spen-
ding.

Is this the end of the
Lothign struggle? Or 5 g
new fight passible?
Socialist Challenge talks
to Lathian councillors,
who voted (o coniinue the
resistance o the Tories

demands. See page 4.
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Tories shuffie for
coming confrontation

THE next few weeks will see Margarat
Thatcher redrawing the ranks of her
Cabinet for battle. The fundamental
strategic question for Thatcher is what
to do when industrial production starts
to increase in the next period.

The objective of the Tory government
so far has been clear. John Biffen spell-
ed it out in his now infamous statement
last week. What did Biffen say?

* That ‘overmanning’ in industry has
been replaced by unemployment.

* That the high level of unemployment is
intended as a brake on industrial stop-
pages.

* That the fact that wage increases are
in single figures is attributable at least
partially to the length of the dole queue.
* That inflation has fallen: a goal worth
the social and economic costs of
unemployment.

The main aim of Thatcher is to stay
on course with these policies — and that
means a collision with the unions this
winter.

Thatcher's government has shown
remarkable agility in weaving and duck-
ing away from confrontations with
powerful groups of industrial workers.,
She took on the British Steel and British
Leyland workers earlier on, in the full
flush of her election victory.

She was quite happy to have a leng
drawn out dispute with the Civil Ser-
vants, even when it cost the government
about five times the cost of conceding
their wage demands to defeat them. But
she wisely ran like hell when the miners
started to strike against pit closures,
preferring to bide her time,

But her ability to ‘float like a Cruise
missile and sting like a neutron bomb’
will be put to a severe test this autumn.

A national rail strike is due to start at
the beginning of September and there
are possible confrontations with the
miners, the gas workers and Post Office
engineers all within two months of that
date.

The miners have only postponed the
battle over pit closures. The National
Coal Board has already given notice of a
possible round of pit closures. Within
the next couple of months Sir Derek Ezra
will announce the plans for closing 20
more pits. At the same time the miners
wage claim, due to be settled in Octo-
ber, is heading towards another possible
confrontation.

So Thatcher is making the necessary
preliminary moves to shore up the
government against such a confronta-
tion,

The object once again is to politically
split the trede unions as a preliminary
step to confronting a major section.

This year the first target is the rail
workers, who are both in the front line of
the struggle against the wave of redun-
dancies sweeping through the nationali-
sed industries heralded by the decision
of the European Court on the closed

shug. : .

o far the attacks on union organisa-
tion introduced by James Prior have
received no militant rebuff from the
trade union movement.

The TUC Conference meeting in
Blackpool on 7 September has to not on-
ly reject the new ‘consultative’ paper,
whether it is issued by Prior or Norman
Tebbit, it then has to go on to plan the
type of united action that can stop the
Biffen strategy dead.

This means building on the Triple
Alliance between the steel workers the
miners and the railway woerkers to build
fighting alliances of all those coming in-
to conflict with the Tories this winter.

A call for such committees based on
delegates from workplaces from the
TUC Congress would prepare the labour
movement for the sort of action that
needs to be taken to stop Thatcher dead
in her tracks. The sbsence of such call
means that such tactics will have to be
pursued through individual unions and
in localities.
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her nukes
nationalised

industries

By Colin Talbot Westminster POEU

MAGGIE THATCHER has gone one up on her
friend and rival, Ronnie Reagan. The Presi-
dent may have a bomb that kills off workers
but leaves property intact, but thas Prime
Minister has an even more selective device. It
destroys only nationalised property, leaving
private riches unscathed. It doesn't kill off
workers, it stores them on the dole queus un-
til they are needed again.

It's called ‘Sir Geoffrey Howe'. His latest
proposals revealed this wesk amount to the
biggest denationalisation package yet at-
tempted by a western government.

Sir Geoffrey launched
the  blitzkriee  against
publicly owned enterprises
with a savage policy of
cush-limits which stopped
them borrowing money
when they need 1. British
Levland and British Sreel
have been the most ob-
vious victims.

Friends

His second 1ack was ta
sell off chunks of na-
tionalised industries to the

Tories’  friends. in- the
public  sector.  British
Acrospace, Briush  Air-

ways, British  Transport
Docks Board, Cable and
Wireless,  the Naripnal
Freight Corporation and
parts of British Rail like
Sealink and the haorels all
found themselves up far

It's now or never’say

public auction. So far Sir
CGeoffrey has starred our
sefling 49 per cent shares in
cach concern.

His third tack has been
te force nationalised in-
dusiries to hand over to
the private seclor some of
the moast lucrative parts of
their business without even
&I HuCtion.

Eritish (ias i being
forced to abandan its gas
showrooms and  British
Telecoms much of irs
CUSLOMEr Apparatus ren-
ing to allow ‘privatisa-
tion” of the work.

-
Mix

The larest phase in the
assaulr is the plan to stan
selling off half shares in
the British National il
Corporation (BNOC) and

By Hazel McPherson, Paddington No.1

NUR.

STRIKE committees and picket rotas ars bae-
ing organised by branches of the National
Union of Railwaymen and the Association of

Locomotive

Engineers

and Firemen in

preparation for the national stoppage called

for 31 August.

The response to the strike call has been
favourable and for NUR members, reeling
from ‘productivity’ exercises, the attitude is

‘NowW Or never’,

However the mood
is caulious since the strike
clate has been set so far
ahead. The possibility of a
twelfth hour deal herween
the union leaders and the
British Rail Board cannot
be excluded.

Added to this was (he
NUR's response to  the
BRR's recent letter
threaténing  a  further
20,000 compulsory redun-
dancies on top of the
38,000 already planned.

Russell Tuck, assistant
general secrearary of the
union, replicd 1o this
threat by saying; ‘The
NUR’s door is always
open.’!

Talks

Gieneral secretary, Sid

Weighell, returns  this
week  to  Britain  from
sweden and formal talks
will fesume  over the

unions' demand that the
findings of arbitrarion for
an eight per cent pay in-
crease back dared from

April and three per cemr
payment from August be
honoured by the BRE.

Bosses

The Bl bosses demanc
that the extra 3 per cent
should be linked to pro-
ductivily - exercises  in-
cluding one person opera-
tion of trains, the aboli-
tion of the 8 hour day and
the introduction of con-
rinental shifis that would
result in mass redundan-
cies and working condi-
bons prevalent in the lale
nineteenth century,

It is this question of
borh productivity and pay

In British Telecom (BT). A
half-share of BNOC'
aszets it reckoned 1o he
worth around £1 billion
while a half share of BT
£7.5 hillion share could
TAISE EVEn more,

These atracks represent
a radical attempr by That-
cher and Howe to alter the
‘mix’  of the British
economy,  putling  intoe
privare hands some of the
most profitable public in-
dustries and utilitics,

Crisis-torn  British
hosses need this boost for
their profits, while the

working class needs the
mixture of rationalisation,
cash limits and hivine-off
ke a hole in the head.

Gas

Alrcady those workers
most direerly  threatened
are moving into action.
The gas workers are plann-
ing to launch national
strike action in October or
November (as' zas con-
sumption reaches'its peak)
10 oppose the selling-off of
the gas showrooms,

ith profits last vear
of £339m the Gas Cor-
poration has heen used as
an additional tax
mechanisnt by Howe,
much to the annovance of
gasworkers and consumers
alike.

The hatchet job on the
showrooms loaks like he-
ing the last straw as far as
the gasworkers are con-
cerned.

The British Telecom-
munications Bill became

that will mohilize: rail
workers at the end of
August, despiic the ac-
tHons of their leaderzhip =a
far,

Twice
MNonetheless the  fact
remains  thar the NUR

MEC has twice called for
strike action unanimously
inn the last month. — an un-
precedented.  occurence,
This, combined  with in-
creasing collaboration ber-
ween NUR apd ASLEF at
& rank and file® Jevel
through the Rail Union
Federation. and  with
miners and steel workers
through the' TrHpple
Alliance, has given rail
workers inereased belief in
their abality to win.

In the buaild up ra the
strike date this collabora-
lion is essential. Even if
the strike is called off con-
tinued collaboration of
this sorr will add immense-
Iy to rank and file
organisation of ~ tail
workers,

Our summer schedule

WE have reduced the number of pages of
Socialist Challenge from its usuai 16 to 12 for
the three issues during August, in order 1o
all our staff o take their holidays.

We'll be back in full form and force with
issue number 211 on 3 Seprember in time for
the Trade Urion Congress.

an Act of Parliament on 27
July and on 1 October it
will b2 implemented. Fram
that date, Sir Keith Joseph
will srart issuing licences
allowing  privale  com-
%amu:s to take over Brilish
elecoms work.

Already, the powerful
London City branch of the
Past Office Engineering
Union has dcr:h;ﬁad at a
mass meeting (o take in-
dusrrial action to stop the
carve-up in the City of
London, where the effects
of the Act are likely to be
sharpest and earliesi,

Action

While the National Ex-
ceutive Council are not
backing the London City,

a special POEL con-
ference  scheduled  for
Movember will give

militants the opportunity
1o overturn: the NEC':
policy and go for action 1o
stop the implementation
of the Act.

If ever there was a clear
case:  where the TLIC
should be co-ordinating
action, surelvthisisit. The
railworkers, miners, gas

i

S.:-rm H:.é pﬂa!"férm.--

lin the form below

Union/CLP (if any)

London N1 2XP,

Howa to alter the ‘mix’

rail worr

JOIN THE FIGHT FOR
| SOCIALISM

1f you would like to be put in touch with
Socialist Challenge support~rs in your
area or would like more information fill

Send to: Socialist Challenge, PO Box 50,

workers  and  telecoms
workers face the same
threats in their indusiries:
cash=limits and hiving-off.

We are all going to be
trying to repulse these al-
tacks ar the same time. An
alliance between us would
be invincible,

TUC

The TUC Conference
in September is one focus
where the rank and file of
our respeclive  unions
could put pressure now
following up the example
of the rail unions and the
Triple Alliance, by
organising joint meerings
n our localities (o begin fo
create he unity we nead
from the rank and file up-
wards.

The memberships. of
the NUR, ASLEF, NUM.,
GMWU, NALGO and (he
POEL in our respective in-
duseries  “have g ThE - -
brought  together  and
welded into an army that
can defeal Thatcher’s war
of exrermination agains
the nationalized industries
and pave the way far Kick:
ing her oul altogether.
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" living in Birmingham than

By Redmond O'Neilf

15,000 MARCHED in Liverpool last Saturday.
Led by thousands of black and white youth
from Liverpool 8, the mass demonstration
demanded the sacking of Merseyside Chief
Constable, Kenneth Oxford and ‘police out
of Toxteth — prisoners out of jail’.

The march united the youth of Toxteth
with Liverpool dockers, Labour Parties and
trades councils.

Its significance wag not that a couple of
police were injured — hardly surprising after
the murder of Jimmy Moore, and the main:-
ing and the near castration carried out by
Oxford's thugs in recent weeks.

Ne — the significance of this demonstra-
tion was its discipline and militancy. The re-
markable abifity of the young local stewards
to lead thousands of young rebels in united
action with the workers organisations.

Saturday marked the first step from the
spontaneous youth rebellion against police
repression to organised political action in-
voiving the mass of youth.

Celebrate Pakistan's
Independence Day

in Birmingham

By Val Coultas

AUGUST 16 is independence day in Pakistan.
Thirty four years ago — on 14 August 1947 —
the British were thrown out of Pakistan, or In-
dia as it was then.

In Birmingham on Saturday 30 August the
Pakistani Workers Association will be
holding a mass rally in Digbeth Civic Hall to
celebrate this event. ‘We think this is the first
step to democracy in the

Them ! E"“. not B japanr Party where vou
many  celel ra;l.l.li..'lil.h B eap mave more chance to
Pakistan today’, explains speak up in your consti-
Kahn, the Cieneral kS 1

Secrefary ‘of the PWA miency, and influence who

‘becausé all the official Your MP1s.
parties are banned. Only

the right-wing, religious

sroupings will be allowed Rﬂ.le

to celebrate.”

Kahn deseribes Birm-
mgham as  the ‘*head-
office” of the PWA with
more Pakizrani -workers

Rov Hattersley asked if
he could speak, but the
PWA  decided against,
recalling his role in a
Lahour cabinet that allow-
ed Indian women to suffer

any other town in Britain.  the indij ﬁ““" of virginity

tests at Heathrow,
Recently another
*Pakisrant Workers

Banned

The rally will give “an
opportunity to hear about
what’s happening in
Pakizstan under (eneral
Fia and hear speakers
from parnes that have
been  banned like the

Feaple’s Parly.’

Tony Benn MP, Reg
Race MP, and Albert Bore
4 prospective Labour MP
i the Birmingham area
have been invited.

Association” was ser up by
the Pakistani High Com-

lead thousands
against police

Saturday showed that when the workers’
maovement stands in alliance with the youth
against the police, the Tories and the
hysteria of the bosses’ press, then nothing
will hold back this movement.

Everything was dane to sabotage this
march. Coachas from all over the north
were cancelled, including three from Man-
chester’s Moss Side by operators warned

off by the polfice,

Nonetheless at Liverpool’s Pier Head the
most enthusiastic response was reserved for
speakers bringing sofidarity from Brixton

and Maoss Side.

The capitalist press will spend the next
few days at the bedside of the two coppers
who were injured. But for the labour move-
ment this march was an urgent call to de-
fend the youth now facing frame up and
militarised police and for leadership to build
from the anger of the youth rebellion into a
powerful and disciplined movement to
remove Thatcher and her new apparatus of

police repression.

mission hoping to discredit
the PWA and dunrfzamfsc
Pak:smms living in Bri-
Lain.

*The High Commission
15 frightened of socialists
liks Targ Al and mysclf
who are involved with the
PWA, They know about
the suceess of the meetings
with Tarig in Birmingham
in the past and they want
to try and frightem the
Pakistani COMMUnity
from supporting socialist
ideas’, savs Kahn.

Controls

The PWA is the only
organisation that can unite
all  Pakistanis, Kahn
believes, “whichever casie,
whichever religion,
whichever tribe — the only
way we can build the PWA
iz on a broad base, taking
up ssues hke no im-
migration coatrels, ne
community policing, no
interference  with  the
Pakistani COmMmUnity
from any ourside body,

‘We believe rhese are
the issues that will rally
Pakistani workers 1o the
PWA and we hope to seca
big turn out at Digbeth on
30 August.’

National
demonstration

To show unity with black youth against
racism unemployment and police
violence

Southall

20 September

B'Eﬂn Assemble 1pm at the Dominion Cinema
Some Pakistani
workers are active tion.

members of the Labour
Party in Birmingham and
Kahn thought they should
be backing Tonv Benm

Middlesex.

car park near Southall British Rail sta-

For further informuation contace the Sourhall Anti-
Jascist Commitiee, o/o ? Pluckingon Place, Southali

=1V ’\'P ﬁ\.

o g P- i
MM?Hr

L"nity of youth and labour

Police aim to smash

Bradford Asian
Youth Movement

By Maggie Shoulder

ON 13 August a
mstronag picket was
held in Bradford, West
Yorkshirae, in front of
the magistrates’ court
to protest against the
arrest and detention
without bail of eleven
young Asians after a
series of police raids on
the Asian community.

Among family and
friends in court was An-
war Ditra,

Custody

The eleven ara being
charged with conspi-
racy to endanger pro-
perty and life. and con-
spiracy to cause
griqvous bodily harm
during the recent upris-
ings against racism and
unemployment.

The lesser charge
can carry a penalty of
life imprisonment,

The police claim that
the charges are based
on  woluntary state-
meants yat all the aleven
ara pleading not guilty.

They were denied
the most elementary
legal rights. Relatives
and friends were not
aliowed to visit them in
custody and they were
refused access to a
solicitor until half an
hour before their first
court appearance,

Assault

During the plcket
17-year-old Anna Singh
who was Ieaflemng
passers- by. was struc
in the face by a 16 stone
racist who dragged her

to the ground by her
hair.

When the pickat ran
to her aid. the man
jumped on a bus and
tried to escape. The
picketers surrounded
the bus and took him
off.

The police took him
into the police station
where he was charged
with- common assault.
Despite 300 witnesses
the police aren't sure
whether they will pro-
secule,

At a packed public
meeting of 500 on 12
August the implications
of these charges were
spelled out.  Speaker
after speaker told of
police failure to defend
the black community
from increasing racial
attacks including physi-
cal assault and arson.

Arrest

As the defendants
have been actively in-
valved in defence of
black peopla in Britain
such az the Anwar Ditta
campaign, and the
Asian Youth Movement
their arrest must be
seen as @ political at-
tack on all black people.
A twelfth person asso-
ciated with the Black
United Youth Party has
since been arrested.

The July 11 Action
Commirtes has been set
up to demand that the
charges be dropped and
the defendants releas-
ad.

A national damons-
tration is being planned.

Messages of support
and conitributions to July
11 Action Committas c/o/
2nd  floor Textile half,
Westgage, Bradiord 7.

Black workers’
conference

Saturday 12 September
Digbeth Civic Hall
Birmingham

Bringing black trade
unionists together

By Toni Gortan

THE Birmingham conference planned for 12
September will be a big step forward in
uniting black workers to use their power in
the trade unions in the interests of black peo-

ple.

The provisional agen-
da imcludes Bill Morris,
national secrerary of the
TGWLU Passenger Trans-
port Group who has bhean
invited to speak on racism
gé:}ni the trade unions in the

Women

Bernie Grant, an area
officer for the Mational
Union of Public Employ-
ces will be speaking on
positive discrimination.

Rudy Marvan, a black
radical  lawwer will deal
with the effect of the Na-
tionality Act on the trade
unions.

Several workshops will
discuss black organisation
in the unions, redundan-
cics and black workers,
and the issues around
black women workers.

The stecring committoe
that iz arganising the con-
ference iz comprised of
Asian and Afro-
Caribbean unionists,

Of the three women,
one is a senior shop
steward in a hospital
NALGO branch.

One person is a
transport  union . shop
steward at Longbridge and
a member of the People’s
MNational Party: one of the
engineering union mem-
bers was secrerary of the
strike  committce during
last year's lockour at
Birmetal's; among  the
others are a secretary of
the Afro-Caritfbean
Teachers Association and
a member of the construc-
tion union UCATT

Debate

This conference is
designed to provide a plat-
form for black workers to
exchange experiences and
to debate the way forward
in their unions. Entry will
ke by credential only, with
a few places open to non-
black observers,

If you are a black worker
please send vour name, ad-
dress, occupation and trade
union (o Steering Commitice
Jor the Black Waorkers® Con-
Jerence, 17T Antrobus Road,
Handswortk,  Birmingham
24 Bonations 1o the same ad-
dress,.
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New programme for fighting the cuts

‘MANY Labour Councils have joined the cam-
paign against the missiles by declaring their
borough ‘nuclear free zones'. They will op-
pose anything to do with missiles affecting
their areas. They should take the same at-
titude to the Tory cuts and declare their area

‘no cuts zones".”

The new pamphlet produced by Socialist
Challenge makes no bones about what will be
necessary in the fight against the Tory cuts
and is a must for all activists involved in that

fight.

The pamphlet points out what the

Lothian councillors have realised too late:
thatin order to fight the cuts we have to build
a movement actually to get rid of the Tories.

“While the Tories re-
e i govertment and
they control the amount ol
maney which local autho-
rities can spend, ihere is
virtually no hope af main-
faintng our services. Thivix
far from s {wng that we
Hruss sit back and wait for
the return of a Labour
EOVETRMERL.

Cn  the contrary, it
means  local outhority
trade  wnionists  and
Labour Party  members
playving  their  part in
butlding a movement o
bring down the Tories.
Cnly thizs kind of acrion
CUn creare the condiions
which will prevent new
Callaghans and  Healeyvs
doing the Tories” curting
Sfor them”,

Splitin Lahour group leads
& tolothian cut

Counc.d.i’ar Paul Nolan
Socialist Challangs 20 August 1387 Pege 4

The Tories will pull no
punches and their action in
penalising. the  Lothian
councillors should come as
no surprize. That 15 why,
a5 the pamphlet points
out,

‘resistance to cuts will
largely depend on the in-
rransipence and dpr.?rm:-
malion of the unions'.

Ii is only by oreanising
in the unions. in the com-
munity and at a national
level” that ‘any Labhour
council can begin a suc-
cessful resistance.

And thap resistance
should not just stop there:

‘A Jurure  Labour
government figs fo be com-
mitted to the restoration
af all the curs made since
1974; the cancellation of

all debi vharges; the na-
tipnalisation of the banks
and finance houses with-
aut  compensation  and
under workers' conprol,
ard the Teunching of a
massive  programme _ of
HEW public service
biuilding. However, rhig
programme.  can. only
become o reality with 4
Sighthack & srariing  now
against the cuis and their
E_Ffr.’{'."s. 3

What is needed is the
widest possible discussion
ingide the whale of the
labour movement on how
best to defear the policies
of this Tory povernment.
The pamphler provides a
comprehensive  program-
me tor fighting the curs,

‘No cuts, no rate
rises and & fightbeck.
This is what we say should
be fought for, It is possibile
fo. wage o fightback
aeainst the Tory curs and
g0 ahedd and put up the
Fares in dhe meaniine o oy
Rot to endanger services
and jobs. Many supporters
af thic approach genuinely
Wanr o profect services

and johs and alza ger rid ol

the Tories al the earliest
Opporiunity.
‘They also recognise

By Alex Baillie

thar one aurhority on s
own cannol  defeat the
Tories  on RIS ceniral
plank of their strategy, any
smove than ene pit conld
have effectively  defeated
the Tary proposals to close
fhe mines:

Trn 1980, the rufing
Labour group in Lam-
berh, ded by Ted Knipht,
decided that it musrbuild a
national response and a
canference was held on |l
November. This was ar-
tended by over &kl
UTrZARISTIiONS,  rEpresen-
f‘.n:g trade wmion branches
i the local awihorities,
constiruency: Labour Par-
ties, and Labour proups.
A fighting programme 1o
Compal e chils was
agreed. The main points
e

‘They agreed that local
gnthorities should rake an
URCompromising Stand
AEAIRST SOVernment  pofl-
cies, and commit them-
splves now fo;

® No culs in jobs
a_i'rm" services, ¢ runm-
ing down of direct
fabour.

® Vo rent or sup-
plermentary rate rises
this financial vear, and
ne rent or rate rises to
compensate for govern-
ment cuts.

ON 11 August the Labour group on Lothian
council voted NOT to cut their budget by
£26m and to defy the Tory government. By the
reconvened council meeting two days later,
the councillors had lost their resolve and the

Labour group split.

Faced with a cut of £1.4m per week in their
rate support grant and the prospect of 'slipp-
ing into illegality’ the Labour group’s singular
defiance of the Tory government came to an

ignominious end.
Tory councillors: hay-
ing. walked out of the
council chambers, (he
Labour group split 18107
i favour of cuilting the
*81-82 budget by £15.2m.

Teachers

Already, hundreds of
Lothian teachers employ-
ed on short térm contracts
have been told not to turn
up for work next week.

Centres alrcady builr
for the elderly, pre-school
children and the handicap-
pecd will nor now:open due
to social work cur-backs.

Other  cut-backs  in
midintenance and repairs,
supplies and services will
lead o privale seéctor
redundancies and increas-
ed future expenditure,

Geprge Younger the
Secretary of Siate for
Scotland is still out for
blood: He will not settle
for less than £30m 1n cuts!

Defied

Seven councillors with
the backing of the regional
Labour Party have deficd
the group whip'and vored
consistently for no curs.
Jimmy Burnert, one of the
seven  believes thar the
Labour group have ser the

fight ‘back by voling
against cuts on Tuesdayv

e

® Aevarsal of deci-
sions fto sell council
houses or housing lsnd.

® Jo work with
local anti-cuts commit-
toes and community
groups to build local
Euppart amaong  resi-
dants.

This should be car-
ried out im coajunction
with trade unionists
taking action to;

® Defend jobs and
services by opposing
redundancies, rede-
ployment, natural
wastage ete. by any ac-
tion necessary.

® Hold strikes and
occupations as soon as
any Llabour council
faces receivers or com-
missioners, or s sur-
charged for making a
stand on cuts.

® Refuse to co-
aperate with govern-
ment lagizlation such as
council house sales,
and with managemesnt
whanever cuts are in-
volved.

"The conference also
resolved to call on the
Labour Parry national ex-
ecurive and rhe TUC for
supparr for this campaign,

and for them on Thurs

day.

Confuse

*This is bound to con-
fuse and disillusion
workers who put (hen
faith in the Labour group’
he told Socialist
Challenge.

John Mulvey, another
councillar added *Some of
us have always said thar
eventually: the' unions

In the Lothian Region’s heaedguarters

Socialist Challenge

S PAMPHLET ST

A new Sacialist Challange pamphiet about fightin
the cuts. Available from Socialist Challenge, P
Box 50, London M1. Price 25p plus p&p.

wonid have to take the
Torieson themselves!”

He feels that one of the
main problems is
Lothian’s isolation. The
Tories realise this and are
using Lothian as a 1est case
For their future: policy. of
massive cuts in the rest of
Britain.

The seven who have
stoed oul against culs will
continue to fight for local
government freedom.

Bur it’s now obvious a

John Mulvey

fight is developing in
Lothian region which s
bound o surface during
the re-seleclion  process
this autumn when right-
wingers in the group are
likely 1o come under at-
Lack.

The next few weeks
should see whether the
umions will lie down in the
face of huge cuts in ser-
vices and massive Jnl;l loss.
MALGO has decided 10
ballor 115 members  on
strike gcron.

The reachers Uniom -—
the EIS — has sulfered the
MOST Severe cuts in  jobs
and has shown itself inthe

past to- take @ militant
stand  when jobs  are
threatened.

Tom Fenton, Prezident
of the Edinburgh EIS said
that his members would
*almodt definitely” take in-
dustrial -aciion  if (he
educarion service Was cuf,

Clear

The message is clear
for local authority workers
throughout Britain. Even
one of the most militant
authorities in Britain can-
nol beat the Tories on their
KWL,

At the end of the day
workers  themselves by
their own actions are the
only people who can de-
fend their jobs and their
SErVICES.



shaw, Manchester

S
of Scotlts

ON 24 April this year workers at the
Laurence Scott engineering factory in Open-

tory

occupied against

closure. Today despite the attacks of the
employers, courts and bailiffs they are still

fighting.

Although money and support have
poured in from hundreds of thousands of

workers throughout Britain,

they fight

without backing of the national leaderships

of their unions.

The Laurence Scott workers are in the
front line of the fight for jobs for the whole

labour movement.

PHIL PENNING, a TASS shop steward in
the plant, gives the story of the dispute and
appeals to the labour movement for their full
support in the crucial weeks ahead.

8 Oct 1380 Arthur Snipe of
Doncaster  Mining Supplics
takes over the Laurence Scott
aroup.

16 Oct Lonisa Sireer works
in Manchester placed on short-
time working.

17 Oct Sur shop stewards
commitiee regquests an immedi-
gle mecting with Smipe but 15
refused.

10 Feb 1981 Local directors
are notified of forthcoming
closure,

13 March Sccond period of

© S Ehort-time working applied for

and obtained from the govern-
ment.

8 April The union is told
that the works are to shut 10
July. Local management ad-
mits that the decision was taken
two months earlier but kept
secret under threat of dismissal.
Lintons are asked not 1o cause
trouble but to *co-operate” with
clearance of £2.73m  order
book.

Contract

16 April Al an informal
conference local management
stated that the closure decision
was irrevocable and they had
no mandate to negotiate,
Failure 1o agrees was registered
and the presence of Snipe or a
director empowered (o nego-
tiate is insisted upon at next
conference.

24 April External con-
ference takes place. Again
Snipe and MS directors absent.
Mass meeting votes to occupy.
Ciccupation be%fns at 3.30pm.

1 May Workforce threaten-
ed that unless they return Lo
work thev were in breach of
contract and would receive no
redundancy pay.

3 May Mass meeting Lo
discuss this threat votes to con-
tinue occupation.

19 May First meeting with
members of Mining Supplies
board, represented %}' R Lane
Smith, 8 Lamb and the com-
pany solicitor and Confedera-
tion of Shipbuilding and
Engineering Unions officials at
Manchester Engineering Emp-
loyers Federation HQ. Com-
pany stated that they had no
mandate to negotiate, asked
for an adjournment for coffee
and promptly lefr.

Reject

27 May Company submits
writlen proposals to re-open
factory with 10 people on con-
dition thar the workforce leave
the factory immediately and
stay away for week. We reject it
out of hand.

1 June First and (so far)
last meeting between Snipe and
local union _officials. He
repeals the writlen proposals,
complained of massive cash
crisis m the group and claimed
that LS Manchester had made
ten times the loss that it actually
had. We reject the proposals,

2 June Hedundancy pay-
ments received through post.
Workforce  told to retgin
receipts and lawyers recom-
mend that the umons bank the
chegues,

Picket

29 June Picket placed on
parent company Mining Sup-
plies in Doncaster. After shaky
first two days full T&G backing
{01' picket gained and picket en
forced successfully.

June Snipe affers 1o ex-
tend closure deadline for three
months. Offer rejected.

.9 July Picket withdrawn as
Snipe agrees to negotiations
with national officials.

10 July Snipe meets na-
tional officials and offers Lo
keep the factory open on a two
day weck, the position to be
reviewed in threc months, but
only on condition that all
redundancy money is returned.
Marional officials agree
although a “MNo redundancy’
clause 15 completely absent.

11 July Full time officials
pul deal in front of full shop
stewards meeting. Apreement
laughed ot of the room. Con-
venor resigns and Dennis Barry
voted. in.

’

Hostage

14 July Proposals put (o
mass meeting of over 600
workers by local officials. Only
21 votes in favour. From this
mass meeting 150 workers
picket hearing of summons for
repossession of factory. Court
hearing scheduled for Thurs-
day 23 July.

21 July Three coach loads
picket AUEW HQ in Peckham
Road, London 1o maintain of-
ficial support. On hearing of
Executive Commillee decision
to terminate the dispuie pickets
geoupy the Council Chamber
for over an hour, hold Boyd
and Duffy  hostage and
harangue the Executive, Police
called but not used,

23 July Mass meeting called
by EC at Lesser Free Trades
Hall Manchester. Executive
member Ken Cure and rest of
national officials pul forward
same proposals which are again
rejected. This time only 15 in
favour.

G oo
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The following resolution has besn sent by the LSE
workers to every AUEW branch in the country.

In view of the unanimous support for the Laurence
Scott dispute from the 28 July 1981 Manchester North
District Committee of the AUEW and the rules of the
union with regard to procedure for deciding on the of-
ficial status of disputes (Rule 14. Paragraph 16), this

branch deplores any attempt by the executive to ter-
minate this dispute against the clear wishas of the
workforce expressed at two mass meetings (14 July
and 23 July) and calls on the National Executive to
maintain official backing for this fight for jobs.

{For forwarding with your branch stamp and signature
to the AUEW National Executivel,

Court _grants  injunction to
Snipe for repossession of fac-
tory.

28 July MNorth Manchester
District Com.nittee lobbied and
votes unanimonsly for support
of LS workers against the ]fJEC.
120 LS workers ‘and local
Labour Party Club members
attend  Socialist  Challenge
public meeting at  Gorton
Trades and Labour Club.

Bailiffs

29 July Over 150 LS
workers and their families at-
tend street party oulside the
!'acmrly in support of the oc-
cupation.

4/5 August Bailiffs at-
tempt [0 Serve injunction.
Prevented from foreing an en-
try and successfully defied by
crowd made up of LS workers,
delegations from a dozen fac-
tories and local people.

4 Aug AUEW EC with-
draws all strike. pay ‘in con-
travention of union rule baok.

6 Aug Mational CSEU Ex-
ecutive  meeting  supports
AUEW =ell out and all unions
withdraw strike pav.

7 Aug Local MP for Open-
shaw, Charles Marris, appears
at factory offering to mediate
between  occupation  and
bailiffs. Momis  successlully
negotiaies a stay of cxccution
till after the mass meeting on
Monday. So the pressure is off
ull afrer the weakend.

8 Aug Wehold a three hour
shop  srewards
discuss how 1o deal with the
bailiffs and how to carry on
without the afficial support of

the national unions. If the
bailiffs come on Monday,
picketing will  immediately

start. The bailiffs will have 1o
smash their way in though.

Grim

10 Aug The mass meeting is
attended by over 350 workers
who arrive in a grim and deter-
mined mood. As the meeting
goes on a4 mood of oprimism
develops., We defied the worse
efforts of the AUEW  ex-
ecutive, and other Confed
unions and rthe courts and
bailiffs. If we stick it out we can
succesd,

meeting (o

Charles Morris pledges sup-
port to mass meeting and
makes a press siatement.
Bailiffs are informed of our
decision to stay in the factory
and indicate that they will come
m sufficient numbers to take
the faciory.

12 Aug A phone round of
MPs starts in Manchester for
backing [lor Marris’s  state-
ment. We also phone around
the 200 workplaces that have
given us the money in the pre-
vious weeks to tell them we are
fighting on and asking for more
funds., More delegations are
planned.

Morale

13 Aug 4% MPs have sup-
ported Morris"s statement. The
response from the workplaces
15 also very good. Press con-
ference planned for Monday.

An open invitation is sent to
Tony Benn to visit the oceupa-
tion when he is in the north
west for the TUC Congress and
when he addresses a mass rally
in the city on 16 September.

Clur campaign 1o politicaily
1solate Boyd and Dulfy on the
issue of their attempred sell-out
of our struggle is gaihering
steam. The sell-out merchants
of the Confed are splitting.

ASTMS and T&GWU are
paving hardship money 1o their
members at Scolts which 1s ac-
tually more than strike pay!
The AUEW and EEPTL bran-
ches locally have paid out strike
pay this week.

Morale is high. Atrendance
on shifts in the occupation is
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100 per cent. The bailiffs stil
have not arrived. The fight i
very much still on.

PLEASE SEND MESSAGES
OF SUPPORT AND DONA.
TIONS TO LSE:

¢/0o G Fryer, 20 Roundcroft,
Romiley, Cheshire.

WHAT WE ARE
FIGHTING FOR

@ The factory should
reopen

® No enforced
redundancies

@ Compensation for
the workforce in the
form of an ex-gratia
payment for loss of
wages during a
dispute unnecessari-
ly prolonged through
managameant’s
refusal to negotiate

WHAT SNIPE IS
OFFERING

@ The factory should
reopen for a 3 month
trial period on a 2
day week
@ No guarantea on
enforced redundan-
cies
@ Any return to
waork is conditional
on total repayment
of redundancy
money paid by
management during
dispute
f o ey e AL
Paga



Lanin Shipyard workers

Gzechdissidents feel Polish backlash

By Tom Marlowe

ONE of Czechoslovakia’'s best
known dissidents has just
been sentenced to seven-and-
a-half years in jail for ‘subver-
sive activity” and “assault on a
public official’.

He is 55-year-old Rudolf Bat-
tak, a former spokesperson for
Charter 77, and a one-time
member of the Czech National
Council. His conviction for assault
arises out of an incident in June
1980 when he went to a police sta-
tion to report the theft of his car.

Knowing he was a human
rights activist, the police refused
to allow Battek to leave the sta-
tion. When he tried to do so and
knocked off a policeman’s cap he
was charged with assault.

Battek's conviction is the
latest in 8 new series of crack-
downs on Czachoslavakia's
dissidents,

Dossier

It iz aimed at human rights ac-
tivists, especially those who have
been circulating and producing
underground magazinas and
books. In July, Jiri Guntirad. a
bwilding worker, was given a four
year santance for campiling a
dossier on police persecution of a
pop group.

Another dissident who recent-
ly spent some time in prizson Is
Jeroslav Suk.

In April, Suk fled to the West
where he told the French
language socialist magazina /n-
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We're with you...
gre you with us ?
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Petr Uhl and
the jailed Chartists
in Czechoslovakia

40p

pracor what lies hehind the new
wave of repression,

‘Step by step’. said Suk. ‘they
ara trying to put the most active
Charter 77 people in prison. It is
connected with the Polizh events.

‘For example, Josef Budarak,
who was writing a book about
Poland, has been taken to prison
and expects a sentence of up to
five years.

‘Active political people in
Czechoslovakia are wvery in-
terasted in what is happening in
Poland. with supporters of
Charter 77 circulating letters and
statements on the situation
thera.’

The Czech Government is pull-
ing out all the stops to prevent
what it dubs the ‘Polish disease’
spreading across the border.

Infiltrate

Suk explained that gowvern-
ment propaganda ‘depicts the
Polish population in such a way as
to suggest that the Czech people
have to subsidise them. This finds
an acho among the more back-
ward sectors of the population.

“On the other hand. the official
propaganda lies and nobody be-
lieves it, even when it tells the
truth.’

The latest anti-Polish propa-
ganda exercise of the government
has been to produce one Jan
Hodic, who, it iz claimed, infiltra-
ted a group of Crech exiles in
Austria for three years.

Hodic maintains that
weapaons, disguised as food, have
been transported from the West
to Poland by "Western intelligance
services’.

At a press conference Hodic
further claimed ‘members of the
Polish union Solidarity knew of
this activity’.

Despite such ludicrous pro-
paganda Jaroslav Suk believes
that many in Czechoslovakia are
anthusiastic about the Polish
events. There are numerous con-
tacts between Solidarity and
Charter 77 and, said Suk, "tha idea
of free trade unions now has a
place in the thinking of the Czech
peocple’.

E X

Polish workers on the streels two weeks ago

POLAND’S independent trade |
now

union, Solidarity, is
discussing its draft
gramme.

The draft, (reprinted here
in an edited form) stresses
union democracy and rank and
file control. They have a
significance beyond Poland,
and could well serve as an ex-
ample for all trade unionists.

it would be interesting to
see how some right wing trade
union leaders in Britain would
react if their members copied
the demands of Solidarity. For
example, Frank Chapple, of
the Electricians Union, who
has given his support to
Solidarity in the past, would be
unlikely to be pleased with
what the Polish workers are
saying.

The draft programme will
be voted on at a Solidarity con-
gress later this year. Mean-
while the proposals reprinted
here contain lessons we could
all learn.
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1t our union to be indepen-
id we know what that means.
it it 1o be self-governing and
atic, and to be a source for ex-
democracy into the public life
mtire country. The rules and
tical work of the union should
he principles thar define the
i of our union democracy
viLy.

» &ll members of the union are
Zach one has the same rights
ingle vote. Each one has the
freely express an opinion on
watters. No member is betrer
e than another, regardless of
ctions they carry oul that may
trily give them powers (o
c1sions in the name of the rest
1embers.

nd, the purpose of the union
ip 15 to serve and 1o represent
nbers. Each full-time official
union i& no more than a
frative authorizsed by his or her
ents to serve them and the
i@ whole. They must provide
and complere information to
ibers about what decisions are
nd why. They may also be
from official positions if that
{heir constituents want.
effective functioning of the
impossible without provision
necessary full-time staff, of-
e, and technical equipment.
t, the dif ficult marerial situa-
he country and the union and
experience with the former
(the old party-controlled

union, now defunct) requires us to
maintain a certain modesty and
resrraint in fulfilling these needs. It is
NECessary to economise in managing
the union’s finances. The wages of
full-time officials should not be
higher than other wages in the na-
tional economy.

Third, the life of the union is bas-
cd on openness. The egual and
representative character of  official
functions in the union acquiras real
meaning only under conditions of
open activity at all levels of the union.
In particular, all negotiations with the
government and with the represen-
tatives of the (state) emplover must be
conducted openly.

Every union member must have a
chance to look over the documents of
the union leadership and its bodies.
They in turn must use all possible
means to inform a5 many members as
possible about the real problems and
the measures taken,

Inform

The union organisation and the
factory circle have a special role to
play here. Their task is not only 1o
provide information about the posi-
tions of the union leaders, but also
about the  positions of individual
organisations and the activities they
are carrying out for the sake of the
fullest possible information about the
life of the union.

LISHLESSON
VEGANALLLEARN

Fourth, the union aecls in concert,
on the principle of solidarity. This is
the basis for the commitment of each
self-governing workplace organisa-
tion to the idea of zeneral solidarity in
action by all working people. This
was seen most clearly in the strikes, in
which each factory or region was
ready to provide murual assistance.

hese universal tics of solidarity
left a special imprint on our union. In
our own interests, we decide to act in
response 1o the interssts of others.
Maintaining this solidarity requires
regular collaboration and the ex-
change of information among factory
organisations representing different
industries and different regions,
regardless of which territorial leader-
ship bady of the union they belong Lo,

Fifth, members of the union are
bound by its common agreements.
The statutes of the union or resolu-
tions of factory meelings are binding
on all members of the organisation,
even if they voted against them.

It is essential to adhere to deci-
sions democratically arrived at, even
when departures from them can bring
some immediate benefit. Within the
union, the rule of law — through our
statues and various resolutions that
are establishing our précise internal

legal structure — is indispensable
both for effective action and for
democracy.

This does not exclude criticism
and debate. To the contrary, criticism
and debate are signs of a healthy
union. This regular criticism is vital in

order to control the activities of the
union and ils individual bodies, but

the changes resulling from such

criticism should also be carnied out in
accordance with democratic prin-
ciples.

Compliance in our union with the
above principles is not a simple mat-
rer. The need for collective actionin a
situation of constant threats and
uncertainty may someumes tend
toward the need to place efficiency
above democratic principles. But in
reality, the union’s democracy is its
strength. There is no better discipline
in action than the unity of those wha
have participaled in a comprehensive
way in the making of decisions. We
therefore cannot allow a siege men-
tality to be imposed on us. On the
contrary, it is just this defect in public
life that we are strugzling against.

Sixth, and finally, the union
utilises different forms of strugele to
realise the interests of the workers.
These include intervening in the case
of disputes between workers and
emplovers, raising demands before
the employers and government,
organizing and leading mass protest
actions, etc. Strikes, however, plav a
special role.

We must not forget that the strike
is not only a method of last resort, but
also a test of the union's prudence
and solidarity. Thercfore, we must
have good reasons lor calling a strike,
and they must be seen as such by
society. Moreover, there should be

enough justification for calling a
sirike in relation to the social costs
that it may entail.

We must safeguard union
democracy through various nstitu-
tions and forms of activity. When
dealing with union matters, the union
press and publishing operations can-
not be subject to censorship on the
part of the union leadership. It has to
be the source of regular information
and criticism of shortcomings, which
are certainly unavoidable,

We must also seeto it that the flow
of information within the union goes
in many directions, providing cons-
tant, rapid, and detailed information
to the lower bodies and ranks about
the decisions and actions of the higher
bodies, and also regular information
to the higher levels aboul the needs
and opinions of the members. It is
likewise essential to disseminate in-
formation ameng individual union
erganisations in factories and in dif-
ferent regions.

The bedrock of union life is the
self-governing factory organisation.
Linion organisations at higher levels
represent the factory organizations
and make democratic decisions in
regular consultation with each factory
labour union. Regional or national
leadership bodies make decisions onl
on matters that are of interest to all
union members.

Therefore, each (actory organisa-
tion must work out its own pro-

ramme of action. Four main tvpes of
155185 are contained in such a pro-
gramme;

Bedrock

1. Actions 1o safepuard the rights,
digniry, and interests of workers on
the job. This is connected to control
over the management of the work-
pla.l.‘r.; and its particular agencies. This
requires continual control over work-
mglq;unditmns and supervision of
decisions regarding wages, promo-
tions,  transfers,  compensation,
be:m_-{t.'hr.s. F’md vacations. :

¢ Tactory organisations act In
defence of thgr members and in the
interesis of all workers, regardless of
whether or not they belong to the
union. They also attempl to en-
courage amicable relations among
workers and try 1o involve them in
organising their work in an efficient
INANNET,

Social

2. Providing for the social and
iritual needs of union members and
their families,

Factory organisations should plan
different social activities with the aim
of consolidating solidarity among the
union branches and developing the in-
dividuality of union members. It is
necessary, through collaboration with
other factory organisations or
specialised union  agencies, - (o
organise sporl, recreational, educa-
tional, and cultural activities.

Such common experiences can br-
ing people closer together and prepare
them for joint action in threatening
situations, when the time comes for
energetic struggle in defence of their
rights.

Pay

3. It is necessary to have an all-round
discussion on how employees of the
union factory arganisations should be
paid. All (or some of them) may be
paid by the enterprise, which is legally
obli%ed to release from their duties
emplovees who are carrying out union
functions. This solution ¢an involve
considerable financial savings for the
union, and may be legally enforced on
the enterprise.

Another solution is to cover the
EXPEnSEs of the individual factory
organisations through the union
budget, a solution that would em-
phasise the total independence of the
union. Factory workers employed by
the union factory organisation would
take leaves of absence from the fac-
tory without pay.

Criticise

4. Control over the broader aclivities
of union bodies and collaboration
with other factory organisations. It is
the duty of every union member to see
to it that his ar her representatives are
acting in accordance with the interests
of the members and with the
demacratic principles of the union. In
cases of improper conduct, criticism
15 essenfial. It may even be necessary
to rclieve union officials of their func-
tions for improper behaviour.
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By lan Grant

AT THE Post Office Engineering Union's (POEU)

conference this year,

a petition against porno-

?rﬂphv was circulated and received wide suppaort

om delegates.

The petition was protesting about the British
Telecom’s poster campaign aimed at preventing
contractors damaging underground plant and

zabla.

The offending poster
#as reproduced in Brtish
[elecom’s house maga-
tne, together with an arti-
deentitled Cutie Wil
“rush Cable Crunchers’,
which explaimed:
Brighton model Jeannie
sares, all im‘an excavator
b 1o remind contractors
here 15 more under the
wrface than meets the
L

- -

Jetition

The protest etilion
125 also been virculated o
Pelecom union branches.
The accompanying letter
irgues: “This poster is pro-
yably the worst cxample,
ilthough not an isolated
sse, of a rather contemp-

uous - attitude to women
demonstrated by BT
advertizsing.”

The group behind the
anti-parnography  cam-
paign iz *“Women in Tele-
com’. The ‘group was
formed recently by women
in Eritish Telecam unions
to push for action in their
unions on women’s issues
and to encourage women's
involvement in their union
branches, And they have
already had some effect in
the largest, and probably
the most male dominatecﬁ
of these wunions, the
FOELL

Abour four per cent of
the POEU's members are
women, mostly working in
Post Office factories or
drawing. offices. But rhe
Mational Executive Coun-
cil has nowomen represen-

.-'.-':.+

tatives; rhe union has no
special commirtees or ad-
visory bodies for women
and only {wo women dele-
gates attended the last na-
rional conference.

Book

The: PGELFs first
recognition of women in
the union was a review of
Anng Coote’s book *Hear
Thiz Brother” in the union
Journal. A flood of letters
appeared in the following
issues, from meén -an
women members alike,
congratularing the Ju:rumal
on ils coverage.

Problems of Spanish
Women's Movement

THE International Campaign for Abortion,
Contraception and Sterilisation held a special
meeting in Spain in June to discuss the forth-
coming trials of women and men taking part

in illegal abortions,

LEONORA LLOYD took the opportunity to
speak to women members attending on
behalf of the Liga Comunista Revolucionaria
{LCR) — the Spanish section of the Fourth In-
ternational — about the problems confron-
ting the women’s movement in Spain.

Could you tell me about
the development of the
women's movement in
Spain?

The women's move-
ment in Spain began in
1975, AL firsl il was very
united but it now reflects
the difficult current
polirical sitnation and big
problems have arizen.

There are debates
iround what perspectives
and demands we should he
fighting for. The arganisa-
tion of the movement has
deteriorated also. Issues
are emerging in the unions
but these are fraught with
problems, as are the
unions as a whaole.

What are the main

issues concerning the

NALGO typists strike- spread the

By John Strauther

women's movement at
the momant?

Abortion and divorce have
been the overriding con-
cerns of the movement.
Abortion iz the most im-
portant. Weare calling for
no trials and for all the
women in jail already to be
released. We are also plan-
ning 4 large meeting of all
the groups in October
when the trials are ex-
pected to Start.

Is the new divarce law

in Spain what the
women's movameant
wanted?

The women’s move-
ment produced a model
bill on divorce, We wanted
divorce procesdings to in-
volve only one stage.

OVER 400 Liverpool typists, machine operators and
secretaries begin their eighth wesk of etrike action

this week.

Thay are employed by Liverpool City Council
and are fighting for a local regrading claim to end
their notoricusly low pay and undervalued skills,

All are stuck on the
lgwest  prades in  local
government, . few. eam
more than £50 a week, be-
ing unable to advance o
betrer grades,
years ol service 1n impor-
tanl and supérvisory jobs.

June

The Liverpool atlion
began in June on a claim
csubmitted in  MNovember.
The Liberal council which
had steadlastly refused o

even after:

negotiare responded 1o oa
work to rule by prompily
suspending  over f"z'.:r
C¥pists,

Weekly

The typists tun their
action through an elecred
sirike  committee -and
weekly Smuss  meerings.
After-a selective sirike by
over eighty key workers
Failed to shift the council,
they vored overwhelming-
Iv for an all-our srrike,
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However, the new ' law re-
guires one vear of separa-
tion where both pariners
agree to a divoree and four
vemrs of scparation where
this 15 not the case, before
divoree proceedings can be
started.

Our miodel bill did not
require that causes had to
be cited for the courds to
consider divorce. The new
faw does reject the notion
of artributing guily, but
divoree can only be sought
on the grounds of speciiic
causes. There is no legal
aid in the new law, uniike
the women's movement's
maodel bill.

Also in the new law,
the farher has the firs:
right to the children,
althongh this can depend
on what causes have been
cited for the divorce. The
Women's movement
wanted the mother to have
priority. Above all, we
wanted the Church to sto
intérfering in the whole
process, with only  civil
marriage recognised as
legal.

What other iszsues is the
WOImen's movemeant
conecerned with?

subsequently confirmed in
a secret ballot by three o
ane:

The City. Council;
whose commiftee and
functioning have been.ef-
fectively blocked by the
action despite HIICMPIR
roe use outside agencies —
is now beine run by an
mg]u CrSOTE Emer“eﬂcv
Commiilee, Labour
Councillors are refusing ro
co-gperate with it and
NALGO  members are
baycotting all its deci-
SIS,

Cuts

Liberal leader Trevor
Jones clearly sees  this
struggle as a way to defear
local atthority unions and

Women's Rights

-""\-"\-'\-.a.n.n.

Subsequently, two pro-
posals concerning women
in the union appearsd in
the 1981 Fonfcrentc
Agenda,  although  there
was insufficient time to
discuss them.

Bur the questions these
motions raised — one pro-
posed a Womens Advisory
Commitles in the union
and the other thet the
union implement positive

action for women — are
oing Lo continue 1o he
ebated over the next vear,

Fight

“Women in Telecom®
sge their campaign agaimnst
gexist abuse a5 4 very im-
portant part of their fight
for better  opportunitics
for women in the industry,
The sexism displayved by
management in this sort of
advertising simply rein-
forces the traditional view
which most male engineers
have of their female
workmates and militates
against the possibility of

A

issues u:once'rnmg women
in the union being taken
seriously.

Benn

Ar the POEL Con-
ference, Tony Henn was
ong of the early signatories
to. the *Women in Tele-
com’ petition. Speaking at
the Broad Left fringe
meeting, he argued that
the fight agamst the op-
PIEssIon of women
through pornography, as
taken up by socialists, was
far removed from the sex-
nally reprassive artitudes

of the clean-up <am-
pRigners like Marwv
Whitehouse.

“Women in Telecom’
will be continuing the fight
for womens rights in the
unions znd the industry.
For further infarmation
contact:

“Women in Telecom®
c/0 Chris Bulterworth
Room 801"

'duurgatr. TE

Fore 51

London EC2

Brﬁban — protestor confronts the riot squad

Violenee HEAINET
WOImen 13 another impor-
tant issue though there has
been no campaign  as
vet. 'T'here 13 noo law on

impose cuts. But despite
help [rom the Liverpoo!
Eche, which blames the
tvpists for evervihine from
upemployment 1o the Tox
teth uprisings, he has so
far J';u]r.d to- crack  the
Lypists’ determination.

Official

Jones has also failed 1o
split the council manual
workers’ whosé. pay has
been stopped . by the ac-
tiom.

Last week, members of
the Joinl Shop Stewards
Committee occupied
council premises deman-
ding a meeting with JTones.

A meeting of over &
hundred srewards vored to

TApE except in common
law which recognises fami.
¥ honour as important.
Married women have
the same right to work as

action

take action unless JTones
agreed Lo ensure their pay
and stan seripus negorid-
tions. over the [ypiss’
clam.

The Liverpool strike,
which is official, is receiv-
ing lukewarm  support
from the NALGO leader-

ship. They are doing lirtle
to publicise or spread the
action to otherareas,

Mationally, the Typisis
Charter Group is 1eving to
spread  the: action. A
meeting - Liverpool on 1
August héard repores from
Mapchesier  and  Birm-
ingham, where action has
alzso started, and aboug
claims being -made as far
apart ‘as  MNorthumbria,
South  Yorkshire, Keng
and Southend.

Engineers slam Buzhy n‘ofn

-iuj

anyone else in theory but
in praciice this means Yery
little. Children start school
at six. Beforethar there are
only a few kindergartens

and a small now decreas-
ing, number of factory
creches. School holidays
may be up to three months
long.

Support,

Mesyages of . 8
donatinns and coilections can
be yent fo; Liverpoal Typists,

&la MALGO, Lhichy
Chambers, 24 5ir Thomas 51,
Liverpool fi {Tel

US1-236- 1943 or 051-227 1521
Deraiic. of Tyvpiss Charrer
Feorn, 48 Forbleey Rowd, Ton
don NG Telephane Panline
oy (H-9835 3086 or 01085 3266
X 3RL



By Stuart Richardson in Enniskilien, Ireland

OWEN CARRON, the anti-H Block/Armagh
candidate in the Fermanagh/South Tyrone
by-election on 20 August is optimistic about
his chances of success.

He told Socialist Challenge last week, ‘It

will be very tight, but | think we will do it. Our

aim is to get 32,500 votes — that's what we
need 1o be sure of winning.”

Owen was the election
agent in the H Block cam-
paign when Bobby Sands
won his historic election
victory, and the issue this
time is exactly the same as
it was during that election.

As Owen's election ad-
dress puts it, I stand
before wvou acting on
behalf of the disenfran-
chised political prisoners. [
stand on exactly the same
platform as Bobby Sands.
Lreaffirm the justice of the
prisuners’ strugele and 1
reaflfirm thar their's is a
political siruggle.’

There is one difference
with this bv-election com-
parcd 1o the one which saw
the Bobby Sands victory

Br & i

— the number of can-
didates standing.

As well as Owen Car
ron and the Unionist can-
didate, a member of the
sectarian  British  Army-
controlied Ulster Defence
Regiment, there are four
other  candidates.  The
most promunent are the
candidates of the
‘moderate’ Unionist
Alliance Party and Tom
Moore of the Workers
Party Republican Clubs —
farmerly known as Of-
ficial Sinn Fein.

Moaore is standing on a
platform which includes a
call for ‘devolved govern-
ment” in the north of
Ireland, a demand also

Owen Carron: ‘|

Owen Carron

Internationa

e

think

Cul nann

'w" "

willdoit

made by the Linionist.
Moore, says Owen Car-

rom, 15 ‘standing: deliber-
ately to try and rob us of
victory.”

As well as the attemp-
ted zabotage by the “Of-
ficials’, the H Block/Ar-
magh candidate has faced
constant intimidation
from the forces of ‘law
and order’.

*Our workers have
been continuously harass-
ed by the RUC." explained
Owen. ‘1 was stopped on
51X OCCas1ons In onc night.
I was sropped for nearly an
hour on 13 Aupust by an
RUC patrol. I1s members
refused 1o identify them-
selves =0 thar no official
complaint could be made.®

Mo one doubts the im-
portance of the by-election
on 20 August. That is why

a wide range of forces are
backing Owen Carron.
Local pressure forced
the Social Democratic and
Labour Parly not Lo stand,

-and Carron is backed by

sgme  members of the
SDLF as well as the Irish
Independence Party, Pro-
visional Sinn Fein and
Peoples Democracy.

S Bernaderre
McAliskey has put it, ‘At
this critical stage those
who are not part of the
campai to_help  break
Britain’s policy towards
the prisoners are part of
the campaign to break the
prisoners. All other dif-
ferenees are seccondary. In
this election Owen Carron
15 the rallying point for the
prisoners.”

Wartin Mulligan (Direct Action)

T

Photo:

A march in Sidney, Australis protesting against Thatcher's Irish policy. One of many such protests throughout the world,

By Paul Lawson

more were shot in Kerman.

White terror sweeps Iran

state apparatus, that all the

Thatcher faces
world isolation
over H Blocks

By Geoff Bell

THE Irish Times recently revealed that
France’s President Mitterrand seriously
considered turning down the invitation to
the royal wedding because of Britain's
handling of the H Block hunger strikers.

The French government decided that
Mitterrand should go to the wedding only
after consultation with the Irish govern-
ment, whose President Hillary did decline
the invitation.

This is just one indication of tha grow-
ing isclation Margaret Thatcher is facing
internationally over the H Block crisis. At
the weekend, the new Irish Premier Garret
FitzGerald made his strongest criticism so
far when, in a television interview he ac-
cused Thatcher of ‘inflexibility’ over the
hunger strike.

FitzGerald was backed up by Cathalic
Cardinal Tomas O'Fiaich who, commented
on a secret meeting he had with Thatcher
in July. said, 'l wasn'tso terribly impressed
either by her knowledge of Irish history or
by her interpretation of events that occur-
red in the past, nor by her understanding of
the present hunger strike crisis.’

Another international rebuff for That-
cher’'s refusal to acknowledge the special,
political status of the H Block and Armagh
prisoners was delivered last Thursday in
New York, where a Federal judge ruled that
IRA volunteer Desmond Macksn could not
be extradited to Britain. Macken is wanted
for the attempted killing of a British soldier
in Belfast in 1978,

The judge, Naomi Reice Buchwald
stated that Macken would not be returned
10 Britain because his offence was
‘political’. The attack on the soldier, added
the judge. "was undoubtedly free from par-
sonal motive and substantially linked to
the traditional goal of and stratagy of the
IRA: an independent Ireland free from
British rule.’

Sadly, the international criticism of
Thatcher now being voiced. either publicly
or, as in the French case, through
‘diplomatic channels’, has still to find an
echo in the leadership of the British Labour
Party. When even the bosses’ weekly
magazine The Econormnist can call for That-
-::hgr to make concessions to the hunger
strike (14 Aug), the silence of Michael Foot
and his friends in the Labour leadarship is
all the more disgraceful.

IRAN today is in the grip of a savage anti-left wing
terrar, organised by the ruling Islamic Republican
Party and carried out by its armed thugs — the

‘revolutionary guards’.

The main targets for the at
tacks are the “lslamic Marxist’
Mojahadin, the largest left-
Wwing organisation in the coun-
try. The regime i5 going all out
to liquidare the Maojahadin, the
main political oppositlon to its
rule.

The intensity of the conflict
between the IRP and the Mo-
jahadin reflects the deepening
crisie in lran. Since the over-
throw of the Shah, the
economy  has been savagesly
dislocated as the [Iranian
revolurion has come into con-
flict with the major imperialist
powers. Trade and domestic
production have been
disrupted.

Lack

But the IRP lack any social
programme for the  re-
organisation of the economy

and society to replace the
Shah's capitalist dictatorship.
Unable to meet the most
clementa Iy needs of the I‘.I‘IRISSES,
the regime 15 increasingly
isolated, and support for rhe
Mojahadin, according to local
observers, is dramatically in-
creasing.

Such is the disorzanisation
of the government and its
forces that the repression is fre-
aquently  indiscriminate. Left
wingers are arrested and shot at
random. Hand-in-hand with
this ‘political’ repression, the
Islamic zcalots are increasing
their repression against those
who break rhe Islamic social
code.

In Shiaz Jast Saturday two
people were stoned to death
after being ‘charged’ with
homosexuality and adultery.
During the same weekend, 25
people were shot as drug
dealers in Teheran, and six

The number of executions
in Iran since 20 June is ar leas;
660, the majonty supporters of
the Mojahadin. During this
same period some 2,000 people
have been arrested, includin
200 last weekend. The fate o
many of them is unknown.

Women

Among them are two
women members of the Tror-
gskvist HEE (Revolutionary
Waorkers  Party), Faranak
Zahraie and Monavar Shir Ali.
These two comrades worked at
the Ray-0-Vac battery factory
in Teheran and were falsely ac-
cused of calling a strike and he-
ing members of a Mapist
political group.

In retaliation for the
government’s repression, the
Mojahadin have launched a
campaign of assassination
against leading mullahs and
government officials. Already
several provincial governors
and  hojatoleslams (senior
mullahs) have been killed. Such
is the crisis of the regime and its

political forces which oppose it
dre Preparing to participate in
its downfall.

By no means arc all these
forces  progressive.  Former
generals of the Shah  were
bechind the successful  hi-
jacking of a French buil
missile-firing gunboar before
delivery to the Iranians. Sup-
porters. of General Bahram
Arvana — another of rthe
Shah’s generals — last week hi-
jacked two Fokker military air-
craft in Iran and flew them to
Oman. It is by no means certain
that the outcome of the prescnt
conflict will be a left-wing vic-
tary. The tactics and paolicies af
the Mojahadin, including its
continued  political  alliance
with former president Bani-
Sadr, do not promote such an
outcome.  Monetheless, the
decisive task of the hour 13 to
defend democratic rightls in
Iran. In particular, we would
ask our readers to send
messages of protest at the arrest
of the HKE members to: Prime
Minister Rajai ar the Majlis
Building, Teheran, Iran.
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NEWS from Turkey did not make big
headlines in the papers last week, That's been
the case for the past eleven months. :

But an sstimated 100,000 political opposi-
tionists are in detention. The torture in the
overcrowded military prisons is routine and

brutal,

fragments being

such as cases of
injected

broken glass
into male de-

tainees's urinary passages.

Eight vouths have been
exceuted and  hundreds
more have been sentenced
to death. Mearly all basic
rights and freedoms have
been stripped away.

These, and the thou-
sand other ‘reforms’ in-
trodirced by the army smce
thev ook power; d@re not
widely reported in the
capitalist ©  press,  For
Turkey is an imporians
Morth™ Atlantic” - Treaty
Organisation country.

Since. . the  lranan
revolution  Turkey  has
become the Alliance’s
main cop in the region,
and when NATCO comes in
the door, human rights gor
ot the window.

By  siabilising.  the
political situation in the
traditional way —
crushing all opposition to
their rule. — Turkey's
generals  have.  served
NATO well so far.

They have had more
difficulty satisfying the
demands of NATOs
financial wing, the Inter-
national Monetary Fund.
Turkey’s  foreign  debt

stands at over 316 billion.
In “their efforrs 1o
defray  these debis, the
junta has arrested
thousands: of working
class militants including
the entire leadership ol the
radical trade union federa-

ton . DISK. which. had
around one million
members prior 1o Lhe
coup.

_The aim iz 1o:¢liminate
independent working class

organisation in order io
drive down living stan-
dards.

The DISK leaders are
currently facing trial in
Ankara. The military pro-
secutor has asked for the
death sentence for 52 of
them, including DISK
President Ahdullah
Basturk — a former MP
far thi Kepublican
People’s Party, a partv af-
filiated to the Socialist In-
rernational.

Yer the Socialist Inter-
national have a shameful
J'f.‘CUid in supporting their
sisters and  brothers in
Turkey.

Turkey...

tain.

his application.

Save the life of
Dogan Tarkan

DOGAN Tarkan's crime is that he is a3
socialist militant. He was the editor of
the weekly newspaper Kurtufus (Libera-
tion) before the military coup in Turkey.

He was lucky: he escaped to England
three months ago and applied for
political asylum. But thisis 1981 Tory Bri-

Last week the Home Office refused
Dogan’s deportation -
would mean that he would almost cer-
tainly be sentenced to death by the
Turkish authorities.

It is still possibleto reverse the Home
Office decision but it depends on quick
action by the labour movement.

Rush resolutions, messages of sup-
pert for Dogan, protest letters, address-
ad to the Home Office to TSC, BM Box
5965, London WCTN 3XX.

Some member parties,
like the Brirish Labouar
Party, have done nothing
at all, while others, in par-
ticular the West German

Leteelatters.:

r"‘xzfdrl,a::} rﬁ1
JTTERS

!
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A radical mirror?

I'D just like to say
that | was pretty piss-
ed off with your cov-
erage of the royal
wedding in the 23 Ju-
Iy issue of Socialist
Challenge. Are your
pages S0 nNumMerous
that you can devote

Insult

YOUR article ‘Behind
the Woedding' con-
tains the following
sentence, ‘She must
of course be aristo-
cracy — so her family
tree discovers a com-
mon ancestor in the
homosexual Henry
vi.”

As 1 read it, the im-
plication here is that it is
ronic o claim a homosex-
ual king as an ancestor
since the stigma of being

tive of them to this
event? | don't think
50.

Most of myv fellow
workers are really annoved
by the dav in, day out

media  coverage.  This
mood is definitely on the
right lines. Socialist

Challenge looked like a

gay obviously negates the
prestige of being roval: for
homosexual read gueer,
i}EJ"r'ETl-_ :

If this interpretation is
correct  than | Socialise
Challenge is unthinkingly
propagating the  very
heterosexist idealogy
which 1ts article ostensibly
questions and seeks to sub-
vert. By all means attack
the Windsor parasites but
don't use velled anti-gay
insults to do so.

JIM FRIEDMAN
Nottingham

radical version of the Sun
or Mirror — full up with
stuff on the wedding,

Mormally, 1 like
Socialist Challenge. Keep
it up!

MIKE SULLIVAN
Southall, Middlesex

Individua! hadge 20p +
{1% postage; 10 badges or
more cost I5p each post
Sree. Order from Hackney
Book Group, c¢/o PO Box
30, London N1 2XP.

SPD, have actively col-
laborated  with  the  dic-
tatorship’s hunting down
of oppositionisis by refus-
ing’ to defend political

refugees escaping the jun-
1a's [error.

In his first starement o
the court, Abdullah

Basturk  concluded by
J... aring: ‘History 15 the
highesl . judze. isLory,

our working and labouring
class mlla-;_qun [ISK an
find il not gailty’,

On whose Side s the

Soctalist International?
Wirh NATO. or with the
working and [abouring

class? - The TUC “and
Labour Party should ‘ac
immediarely to save the
lives of the [MSK leaders.

L
Campaign
The '?"M.' key Sol '-:?'-:m'.f ¥
Compaign: i clrculatin
marlel resolurion calll r:g
Jar ke uncondirional
refeace of the DISK defen-
daers and wrging that the
faBOLE aVement oreanise
a delepation 1o observe the
trial ar firsr hand. Copies
can be aohrained from BAL
Box 3945, London WIN
JXAX.
The Turkey Sofidarity

[ urr.',r_:le.rrgl:n & campaigning
in e lahour movement
Jor am end to all relations
with the Turkish junta and
fishiing for acrtion o
boveals the movement of

aods foand from Turkey

otk here and throughow!
Europe. It can be con-
racted ar the adress above,
Why noil affilitate 1o the
carmpaign?

SUBSCRIBE TO
SOCIALIST CHALLENGE

For new readers we are offering TEN ISSUES of
Socialist Challenge for the incredibly low price of £2

{real valua £3.151)

With 12 month subscriptions we are giving away a
FREE COPY of Malcalm X — An Autobiography by
Alex Haley and Malcolm X, published by Penguin

Books (usual price £1.95)

Complete the form below and rush your order to:
Socialist Challenge. PO Box 50. London N1 2XP.
Cheques and POs payable to "Socialist Challenge’.

SPECIAL OFFER

12 months: £14

plus free copy of Malcolm X — An Awobiography

6 months - £7
10} iszues for £2 only,

Overseas: 12 months — Surface mail & Europe air mai’

ElT

Other air mail £24.
Deelete as app: up: iate,
Mame..

LL"EE ':}i';if;'a".}ié&E'EF institutions double the above rates.
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The art of improvisers:
ontemporary jazzinBritain

EVAN Parker has
played to a crowd of
17,000 people. It
wasn't in Britain.
Here his totally im-
provised, often solo,
saxophone playing is
usually enjoyed in
small rooms. Now,
however, the isola-
tion of improvised
music and jazz, from
which it sprang. is
showing signs of
crumbling, despite
the tight hold highiv
commercial music
has over our listening
habits and chances.

When Max Roach
spoke ta Socialist
Challenge last year, he
siressed the freedom jazz
music gives its performers.
That freedom, based on
the centrality of im-
provisation to the music,
has steadily increased as
the music evolved.

Response

T OThHIE WEE—mees— i

festival devored to musi-
cians plaving only im-
provised music. The Acg-

5 _,)iua.tlﬂlemusii: festival runs
o

m - Wednesdavy ™ 19
August to Sunday, 23
August at London’s Inm-
stitute of Contemporary
Arts, and presents arlisis
[rom all over the world. A
special  section of the
estival features the
‘Parker Project,” where
British improviser Evan
Parker will perform with
various combinations of a
six person  international
group of musicians.

In an interview granted
Iasr* monih: at  the
Bracknell Jarz Festival,
Parker explained ‘the
music and the clfforts (o
have it heard in Britain.

Improvised music in-
volves the players drawing
on their own influences
and from each other as
they go along. But how do
you get started? Parker ex-
plains that the performer
can begin with somesthing

John Surman
familiar and ‘the inspira-

tion comes from  the
work.” The response from
the audience also inspires
performers, especially the
sulo artist, which is how he
usually performs.

‘I think an audience is
more sympathetic to a
soloist because it is clear
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RECORD

We specialise in Modern Jazz from bepop
to avant garde and beyond!

Large stocks of new and second hand
records.

Mail Order records sent anywhere — send
for our two catalogues covering jazz,
avant garde and improvised music,

TRA&DE-INS: You enn sell or sxchange yewr records 0t our shops by gost
— payment by return w will slse gollect larger quantitias

Bron't forget gur barge second-hand jarz stacks and sur other spenialist
sactions, ncludeng Blues, REE. Voral Groups, Western Swing. Jazz

Funk, African and Latin

HONEST JON'S RECORDS

MAIN BRANCH:

287 CAMDEN HIGH ST, NW1 [Near Camden Town Tube)

9 MONMOUTH ST.. WC2 (Off Shaftesbury Avenue)
Tel 01:267 0123 _
VISIT OUR NEW SHOP AT 278 PORTOBELLO ROAD, W.10

that you are talking to
them, not just to the other
musicians.”

At Bracknell, Parker
was playing for the firsl
time to the main tent,
rather than in a small
recital room. ‘I stopped
early to sec the response,
When it was s0 warm |

kept  playir what 1
wanted.' 6,000 people
came to the fespval over
the weckend, albeit not at
the same time.

JOHN SURMAN, was
also nterviewed at
Eracknell where he played
m wo separate  groups.

Skip Laszlo (Socislist Challanpe)

Currently in the Mitous
Virouslay Group, he has
long enjoyed a reputation
as one of Britain's great
free musicians. A virtuoso
on the baritone sax, he has

alse  expanded to  the
soprang  sax  and bass
clarinet.
Inspire

Surman explained
that, while the groun

began just playing Mitous’
music, “we developed into
i cooperative venlure real-
ly. Our rcecent LP (on
ECM) 15 a four way im-
provisalion., Mitous is a
very good bass plaver but
there is a great comradery
and if some guy wants o
go there the others say
*you've got it!’

Jazz music has always
contained the eclements
now used all on their own
in improvised music, and it
is nol surprising that it
provides a rich source of
inspiration for many im-
provisers,

Parker trained himself
‘when 1 became more
seripus about the music’
on John Coltrane solos.
“Then I decided Coltrane
was Coltrane s0 1 had to
make my own music. You
must somehow internalise
whit came before, before
you can decide what you
can add to the music.’

Parker says ‘now I am
a free player,” and
separates those influences
he likes as a player from
those he likes as a listener.
‘I like all sorte of music as
a listener, a5 & plaver 1 am
more austere.” Among the
jazz influences Parker the
player treasurcs most are,
‘the: work of Pharoah
Sanders with the Coltrane
roup and Albert Ayler's

rio,” He also paid tribute
to the intensity of Eric
Dolphy.

Influence
“The idiom of free
music,” savs Parker, ‘is
Cecil Taylor's. But Euro-
peans can contribute (oo,
Indeed rhis 15 one thing

Organising a hearing

LIKE the jazz from
which it springs. and
usually cohabits with

today. improvised
music  is qnh_arﬂntl'g.r
revelutionary, if not
always conveniently

found in radical wrapp-
ings. It often is, though.

A major event laun-
ching free jazz in MNew
York was called The Oc-
fober Revolution in Jazz.
The Revolutionary En-
semble is one of the most

chuﬂengin% free music
combos, Britain has the
Feminist Improvising

Group (FIG), And a legen-
dary British group was the
trio, fekra 1905, two of
whose members — Barry
Guy and Paul Rutherford
are featured this summer
in the prestigious South
Bank Summer Music pro-
gramme with the London
Jazz  Composers Or-
chestra.

But gaining a hearing
has been an uphill battle
for British improvising
Musician.

Various groups have
organised in  Britain to
promote free music, Evan
Parker told us, ‘In the late
sixties, Musicians Cooper-
ative — il wasn't cool to
say ‘the’ — organised con-
certs at Ronnie Scotts’ on
Sundavs when it was
closed." But it is hard to
organise and concenirate
on performing too, and
Parker says ‘the London
Musictany Colleciive took
up the ideological side and
musicians carried on with
their music.’ b

Parker 15 now acnve 1n
huilding a *pressure group
for the improvising acsthe-
tic,” the Association of Im-
provisin Musicians
{AIM). This group sees its
role not as & promoter but
as a body to encourage the

Musicians Union — an
MU card 15 & condition of
AlM membership — and
special promoters like the
Jazr Centre Society (15C)
1o give More exposure 1o
improvised music.

‘I don’t believe free im-
provised music should be
hived off from traditional
music®, Parker says. “The
musicians are not at each
others throats and some
[ree musicians like Barry
Guy can play in any
medium."”

John Surman said the
media often rries 1o segre-
gate the music but when il
i5 integrated with other
forms, the audience is big-
ger. ‘In Germany, France
and Holland, they have
been exposed to free music
for a long time, and there
are more opportunities Lo
play there. They can hear
il on the radic for ex-
ample.’

Interviews and research
by Skip Laszlo and
Fred Gweant

that 15 50 special about im-
provised music. It makes
real Max Reach’s asser-
tion that ‘jazz was an
outlet to protest the 1n-
dignities faced by black
people. Now it frees peo-
ple all over the world.

The Southampion
Musicians' Collective hits
the nail on the head, when
it says free music ‘liberates
the European jazz musi-
cian from the role of com-
petent  but  generally
upinspired imitator of the
American style.” One nead
only listen to an interna-
tional group of im-
provisors Lo see how Euro-
pean, Japaness, South
Americans, Africans and
Americans — black and
white — interact. And
they each bring their own
influences.

‘One important aspect
of the Miroslay Group,’
adds John Surman, ‘is that
now all four of us in the
group are Europcans. We
are able to draw on a lot of
folk songs. 1 think this is
emerging as a greater in-
fluence.’

Live

In short, jazz, the
music to free its musicans,
has finally freed an inter-
national  assembly 1o
create. It 15 no longer
created in America only to
be copied abroad. ‘Bur’,
gavs Surman , ‘1 think the
music goes in S0 many
areas [ seill think it is best
heard live.”

Omne reason audiences
for free music are small in
Britain is lack of exposure
to it. Having abandoned
raditional melody and set-
time, ka-chunk, ka-chunk
thythms the music takes
some  getting used to.
American trumpeter
Donald Ayler has offered
this obzervation, ‘One way
not to listen iz to focus on
the notes and stuff like
that. Instead try to move
vour imagination toward
the sound... Follow the

sound, the pitches, the col-
ours. You have to watch
them move.,'

; R
Lindsay Cooper

Getting
a Feel
for the
Music

TO appraciate the wide
range of music offerad by
improvised mugic, it is
often easier To accustom
your ear by starting with
recordings where impro-
visation i an element add-
ed to mora familiar strue-
tures or sounds. Below ara
some of the many records
from the history of Jazz to
do just that.

Histarical Jazz Classics

Laois Armsirong arnel
his Hoi Five and Hor
Sever.

It all started in many ways
with Louis Armstrong and
Baby Dodds, his dremmer.
Ta see just how cheated you
can be by imitators of what is
now labelled ‘trad jazz" go
back and listen to the real
thing. Many recordings
available.

The Grealest Jarz concert
Ever put the leading musi-
cians of the 1940°s **He-Bop™
revolution together for a con-
cert in Toronto’s Massey Hall
in 1953, Featuring arlie
Parker, Duzoie Gillespie, Max
Roacth, Bud Fowell and
Charles Mingus the over-
zeglous record title is not far
off. Available on Prestige
FR24024

A Love Supreme — John Col-
trane. This record, is a transi-
tion to Coltrane’s last free
phase. His music has become
the door to [ree music for
many & listener and 1t is @ rare
free musician without some
tribute- to Coltrane. Just re-
issued  on  Impualse IMPL
000, John Coltrane records
alter 1960 recommended,
Charley Mingus  Prosenis
Charies Mingus On this
album the conversation bet-
ween Mingus' Bazs and Eric
Dolphy's Bass Clarinet an
“What Love® is an early, clear
example  of collective  im-
provisation.  Avalable on
Barnaby Candid Jazz Br 5012
Improvisation in A&
Familiar Context

Hecords which contain a good
deal of free music but have a
European folk basc and, in-
cidentally, improvisers who
are also frequent players of
ather types of music.
Liberation Music Orchesira is
melodic  Bassist  Charife
Huden's big band tribute to
the Spanish Civil War with |
four of the war ballads on the

first side and containing
Haden's *Song for Che',
Carla. Bley  did the ar-

rengements and the lineupisa
who's who of Mew York
Avanie Guard jazz players.
Impulse 3008

Rags — Lindsay Cooper Bas-
ed on her score for the film
‘Song of the Shirt," about the
Londpn needlewomen, this
album incorporaies 19th cen-
truy lyrics, Coopers own
music and talenred improviza-
tion.  Multi-instrumentalist,
multi-talented Cooper is one
of the finest jazz musicians
anywhere. (16 page booklet
by Cooper enclosed) Arc
Fecords,

Free jazz classics

Free Jazz — Ornefte Coleman
This record, made in 19601z 2
36  minute collective im-
rovisation, Two reeds, two
asees, two drum kits, and
two trumpets in many wavs
legitimised total improvisa-
tion. Mot as “'free’” as players
today, it iz still a classic.
Axvailable on Atlantic.
Uit Strucrures  —  Cecil
Tovler To Cecil Tavlor the
E;ii;uu i% ‘88 turped drums’.
¢ wa.:llj}aiaymg_ free music in
the 195()'s, This record is a
fine middle riod plecs
Axailable in Libraries (order
i) or second hand, on Blue
MNote.
Peaple in Sorrow — Arl
Ensemble of Chicano Record-
ed in Fance, in 1969, where
the group emjoyed o far
greater -~ followang than at
home, this is one of many
classic recordings by a group
which draws on o all Great
Black - Music,  Available on
Mezsa. Messa 3
Spiritual - Unity —  Albert
Avler Trip Available on ESP.
ESPI100L
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Right wing seeks union
support on nuclear arms

3y Toni Gorton

THE only answer is multilateral disarma-
nent, On that thera is no disagreement

imong rational men.’

If ever there was an argument for women
o rule the world, Denis Healey's speech to
‘he Labour Party policy school last week
would help convince a lot of people.

Fortunately many
housands, if not millions
f ‘rational’ men — and
VOmen: — ‘are Very. sure
hat one of the best ways
ostop the drive to nuclear
war is by fighting for Bri-
ain to unilaterally disarm.

Healev’s speech fol-
owed a development
:_&rli;Lr Lu the wi.;r:k whs‘.'ln
I¥E LAapour 5 cspeoplc
mn defence deﬁguncp:j T?he
P national executive's
ralicy
iefence.

In a letter to trade
mion leaders, they raised
he spectre of 300,000 jobs
o5t through an  anu-
1uclear defence policy.

Brynmor John, shad-
aw  Defence Secretary
threatened them with ac-
ountability . to  their
nembership.

ey
Decisive
Labour’s right wing
aave taken the fight
around the defence policy
of & fmure: Labour
Government right into the
neart of the trade unions.
They know'that it 1s the
pig trade unions thar will
be decisive in this fight.
But the transpost
smipn, the TGWLU, 15 de-
manding an uneguivocal

statement on

unilateralist stand (o be
taken at this year's TUC
and calls upon the LP 1o
include it in its manifesto.

TGWU

Its resolution calls for
‘total opposition to any
British: Defence  Folicy
based on the use of or
threatencd use of puclear
weapons: Lotal opposition
Lo the siting of Cruise and
Trident Missiles in the
United Kingdom and the
siting of the neutron bomb
in Burope; “nd closure of
all nuclear hases, hoth
British and American in
Britain.

The TGWU resolution
answers the job loss argu-
ment by calling for govern-
ment ‘gid for alternative
employment sirafegies;
and stating that  ther
policy would  ‘“allow
resourees to be allocaled
to. the necessary expei-
diture on health, housing,
social services and invest-
ment in industry which will
create emplovment.”

EETPU

_ Frank Chapple's clec-
trician's union will be the
spearhead of the mult-

Help us get on course

for autumn
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lateralist approach, t¥ing
any Brtish disarmament
io ‘matching the  sieps
taken by the two super

wers 1 reducing arms
evels’

Last -vear's LP con-
ference adepted two posi-
tions on nuclear pobicy.

In an assertion of the
parligmentary LP authori-
ty Michael Foor appointed
the  multilateralist, Bryn-
mor John as chiel spokes-
person on defence.

Such has been: the
movement within the LP
and the trade unions that
this sort-of manoeuvre just
womn't work any maore.

Manifesto

If the NEC position
wins a two thirds majority
within the LP conference
which it can only do with
the vote of the major trade
unions, there can be no
prétence or  ambiguity
about Labour's pasition.

It 15 with this i mind
that Healey and John ai-
tempt 1o mobilise their
counterparts within. the
trade union leaderships.

A massive turnout at
the Campaign for Muclear
Dizsarmament national
demonstration on 24 Oc-
tober and at us lobby of
LP conference: on 26
Sepiember in Brighton will
vastly  increase the

omhi]ua,' of a decigion
avourable to the anti-war
forces and  against  the
Tories and their shadows
in the trade umions anmd
Labour Party.

LET them eat cake! That
was the message from
our supporters over the
summer break! Wa
know that summaer is a
bad time to find axtra
maney, but spare a
thought {and a dime) for
your Socialist Challenge
staff sweating over the
horrorzs of the nautron
bomb, tha treachaery of
the AUEW laadership,
the crigiz in the Labour
Party and last month's
electricity bill. Yes,
comrades, progress
towards our £16.500
quarterly fund drive
targe, has baan slow.
£ B3 is what we
have received so far,
and we are already half
way into the quarter. By
now wea should be half
way to our target. We
need another £3,500 this
weel if we are to get on
course. On coursa, that
is, for the forthcoming
strugglas, the TUC, the
Labour Party Caon-
ferance and especially
the rail strike, Qur sup-
porters in the rail unions
will ba providing first
hand covaraga: But this
won't he possible

without your support
for our Fund Drive. You
nead us to bring you the
facts. The facts are we
need your monay:

BR boss Peter Parker

PAY THE
RAILWORKERS!

By Phil Hearse

CRUDE blackmail. That's the carefully calculated an-
nouncement from British Rail boss Peter Parker that
BR will lose E100m this year. The timing of the -an-
nouncement is designed to reinforce BR's claim that
it cannot afford to pay the 11 per cent awarded to the-

railway workers.

BR want to stick at the government's public sec-

‘tor pay-guideline of 7 per cent. Part of the blackmail

is the expected slight improvement in the offer, in
return for massive changes in working practices
under the guise of 'productivity’.

Behind BR's position is the
threat that thousands of johs
will be lost if the threatened na-
rional rail strike gocs ahead.

British Rail is an example of
the absurdity of capitalism.
While fares go up, railway
workers" living srandards fall,
yvét British Rail still makes huge
losses. BR is now caught in a
vicious circle of increasing fares
to get finance, which only
drives maore and maore
passengers away from  the
railways.

One major reason for this
situation is years and vears of
under-investment in  British
Kail, while huge sums are
been paid out In compensation
to the former owners and in in-
terest charges.

A1 the same time the Tones

}

demand that the nationalised
mdusirics be profitable — the
same kind of thinking that has
made gas and electricity prices
rocket, There is no railway
svstem in the world which is not
subsidised.

Railways are a fundamental
communications network need-
ed by industry and ordinary
people. The large capital invest-
ment needed to keep the rail-
ways safe and efficient can
never be internally financed —
it must have huge government
subsidy. And as the example of
Sweden's  recent  experiment
shows, lower fares can actually
bring in more money through a
big increase in the number of
PASSENEETS.

Only a national iransport
plan, ‘as part of an: overall

socialist plan for the economy,
can solve this problem. In the
meantime the Tories make
passengers and railway workers
pay the cost of the system’s in-
SHDI!['E:..-M. o —————
The same kind of blackmail
i being vsed agamst Brinsh
Leyland workers, Years of
under-invesiment have led o
the'dechne’of the British motor
industry. The expected £500m
loss by BL this year iz once
again being blamed on the
long=suffering BL workers —
they arethreatened with no pay
HICTCASE,

But years of seltling for less-
than-inflation increases have
failed to save jobs. And so it
will continue — lower wages
and less jobs — unless the BL
unigns start to give & lead,

Frcfaraum:s for & national
rail strike are going ahead, with
plans to picker ciations and
depots, and zolidarity promisad
from right across the union
movement.

Sidney  Weighell of the
NUR must be told loud and
clear: either the full award or a
mational strike. A low pay in-
crease and productivity strings
will not save jobs. As BL
shows, the lack of a fight will
only increase the job loss:

i
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