Amnesty International report on Northernireland confirms

Beating in the face, stomach, head,
genilals, back.

Choking until unconscious.

Cold liguid poured in ears. Plastic bag
placed over head. Thrown against walls.
Organic brain damage.

Karate chops, bending of wrists, lifting up
by the ears.

Burnt with cigareties.

Men's trousers pulled down, women's
skirls lifted. ;
Teeth knocked out, beaten with chairs.
Spreadeagled against walls for long
period, spreadeagled on floor and jumped
on.

Threats of death. Light switched off and
threatened with rape. f

“There is consistency between the alleged
maltreatment and the signs.” — Amnesty
International

I.nd The Torture:
Demonstrate 9 July, London




—a e

=

Challengs, 328/8 Upper stresi, London H1.
01-388 &180/8, Disiribulion snd Adveriising 01

Soolalis
Editorial
J80-BIT,

Build the ANL
conference

THE FIRST sational conference of the Anti Marl League i3
scheduled (o inke plece o8 8 July in London |[or deteils see p.Th
ibe 1ask of the conlerence s o discuss waxs of farther building the
campaign and iaking it fereserd. The political direction of ihe
AL and its srectures will be discussed within the overall context
of baliding ihe campalgn. This i as 11 shoald be.

The AMLisa good exemple of 8 singhe-isue united fromt. T s
spcceeded ia lmvolving large nambers of reflormisis bolh &
sponsors @nd on the locsl level. Al the same (ime masi of ihe
Ermssrools activisis mare moOne rg'mpllhﬂiu o or &re members af
revilaifonary organBations, There are definite similxriiles
beiween the way the ANL was conceived and loonched and the way
in which the Communisi Parly lsunched s Civil Liberties
campaign in the Thirties: the National Cowndl of Civil 1ibeerties
was the child of thai campaign.

We reject infantile descripthons of the ANL asa ‘popular fromi”.
Far ihose of our rewders nol in the know, 2 populer [rom
represents B strutegic compromise between 8 working class and 0
bourgeols party. 1t s 8 programmatic slliance. To pul the ANL in
ihif calegory is to lve in o dresmworid. We would remind such
purksis thud the ¥igtnem Solidirily Campaign bad members whase
palifical affiatons were to the Liberals wnd the Taories. There
were nod many of these, bul they supperied the ¥ SC demunds and
participaied iniis activities!

The A ML conference will be attended by deleguies and sponsors
Triam all gver the country, Each branch will be allowed to send iwo
delegates bui large branches (Muanchester and Bristol ure [wo chear
emmples) will be, in Peter Pain's words, allowed (o send “mare
represeniaiive delegations' . n addition, trade-union braaches amd
giifi-rmcist bodies which sponsor fhe ANL will be provided with
crodeniinks.

STRUCTURES

We have consksiently arzoed that the siruciunes of the AN
should be made secoantatde, This B not an absiract motion, s e
way of druwing ihe grestest oumber of pon-aligeed peope ntn
reguler activities. A Nathenal Steering Commilles, represemting
the geographlcal spread of ibe movemeni, should be chected o
meel iwice § year, This Commitice should thea elect 3 Compaipn
Committes respomsible Tor the day-lo-day remming of ithe
campaipn, At ibe same fime Jocal stroctares shonbd also be mipde
e Aeeessible so that potivisis i tee base feed thal they have some
contrel nnd are kot belng mankpulaied.

This is necessary i it i intented io boild tbe ANLas 3 long-term |

eampalgn. 1T it is going to be dissolved after the general cleclion,
iken clearly the question of structures & irrelevani. Bul no-one
believes (hat the ANL can be wound ap so seon. It has &n
imaporiant rode o play and there appears (o be virlool eanimsry
ihiat if has te be bulll &5 o serions onpoing campuigi. 11 |5 this
reality thal makes bis politicsl direction and s struclares of some

pracTecal s Er LT

In vor opnion, ihe sliance briween befi sl -demooreis aod
revolutbonaries agminst (he Tuscists represents o real step forward sl
ibe presend Gime, We ore mol for disropling this coalliion in wny
way. Bul il i necesury Tor the ANL to desole mare attention 10
gnti-racist propagends, &s it is rocism which will be the maln
problem duriag the elections amd afier. Clearly if ihe 5WF had
Taially dissnlved isel into the ANL on the level of propagatda s
wiold Bave bees Torced to make st extremely shurp criticlsms.
Bui iheir interveniion a1 the ANL Carmlval was cenired oo
ppposing dll immigratien conirels — o dledr indleaton that
independeni seclalist propagands |s o pecessary complement
invalvement im the ANL.

STATEMENT OF AIMS

It is ohvbous that il B oaly the far-lefi which campaigns oday
nguinsi lmmigration controls. 11 shoold carry on daing so. Bul (o
muke U5 Fevolstonary positions the busis for m united Tront with
reflarmists would dearly be n self-defen process. onetbeless
ihie originel ANL ‘statemend of aims’ shoald be expasded to tnke
gocount of the peeds of sctivisis in combaiting racim, stressing the
vital imporiance of mass neting (o defesd fscism,

The mikn sctivily being organised by the ANL In the coming
monihs i Carnivals, This s excellent, bal at the sume lme h
different compenenis of the ANL (SKAN and Students Agalnst
ihe Maws) should be discussing ways of taking imitkatives im
sehools, polviechnics and the campuses. A fuoll discusslon is
pecded on such inltkatives gi the forthcoming conference.

Some. of (e experiences of e -receni CARFAARAFCLE
confereace were, to pai it mildly, extremely negalive. We cun
sympaibbe with the desive of ihe ANL Steering Committes nod L
allow their comference io hecome 4 repeat performancs, Bui il
wighd be tragic if this were done a1 the expense of am honsst and
framk dizcussion on the way Torsard.

Il ¥ Agree with ikase principles and wan

ba inwvolusd in Activities by Socialisi
Challenge supporiers in yeur &rea. fill in
ihe form below and send if b us

& G0p 10 cowar COES.
| Calata if ot applicable
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Send 1o Saclalist Chaltenge, 32878 Upper
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Spitalfields,East London

Apartheid housing

planfuels
racist rampage

YOU FUCKING bastards. You're fucking locky

yon've been arrested.” The speaker was 4 white woman

in her fifties, whose appearance suggested a resident of
| Alf Garnelt country,

The location: Chicksand Estate, just off Brick Lane
in London’s East End.

It was 2pm lasi Sunday — just a week afler the
disclosure of the Greater London Council’s plans Lo
introduce apartheid In the area. GEOFFREY
SHERIDAMN was there.

The three teenage skin leads
sittlng mervously in the back of
a police cor o with & oFpy
of the Maticdal = Front's
newspRper visible t his pockel
— were indesd locky |

[hew had Med inio the estate
chased by & coupls of dozen
young Asians in The cooipEny
ot white militamts, -some of
whom hnd been selling Sockulisi
Waorker or Socialisi Challenge
in the Lane shorily hefore.
Aut for the (wiwsually)

promps arrivid ol L police,
Ls ermpey itk bortles and
staves gripped by the Asians
and anti-riucists wolld noe-domabl
have unibed witl the skin heads.

THUGS

Tas the podlce, v=0 hundred
woumg hups charging  alosig
Hrick Lane acreaming 'Kill the
Bilack bastapds” wasa maller &l
codiwcddencs, "There 1z nothing
13 sugeest Lhat they were
organised’, the police stared,

i seenied o have beéem
purely @ cAmpags — & nasky
case ol vandalism with racial
uiderrones,”

Orverdones was mare like i,
Although aitack - and  TEn
inridenis T repular
HiEimenee danng e Suhaay
| market — =igh MF paper sellen

antd sprakers In operation —

nosthiig on this seale had inasn
expersenosd before,
| Two Aundred youihs, mMany
! with skinhead haic sviea and
| wearing NF hadges, wrecking

shop windows,  jJAmMpNg oo

cars, and assaulting Asiang as

the naobmarched |2 deep along
the Lane,

SMASHED

Abdul Monaf, a grocer, wis
serwing costomers when  his
windows were smashed. He
heard one of the thug: shous:
“Thare's Jhree - bastards: in
/ thete’. Then a hail of siopes
P ot b i F - and bricks came rhrough Tris

shap {root.

n“‘" T Konal was kit on the arm

of Jlean  Tatham, Tory
Chairperaon of  the GLO
herusisg manngEmenl. ComLe-
L

Tarham haus declared that the
Bengalis (or mode  properly
Asinns, since Cujaratis are ilsae
part of the community] ace
demagding thai blocks ol [Tats
i Spitalficlds L area
srrounding Brick fang — be
wrised over o their exclusive
(kT

The resull,-& GLC. gheito
plan . o
white-only  blocks.  Alrcady
nmine  eslpled. nave Deen o pac-
marked © [or  exciuvive  blazk
habitaton

[he supposed justilicEion:
hat the Asises arg seeking
security, Trom tacid muacks,
and relurn Lo the apsa when
Py wre pe-limase] elsew lpare

The Tehictnnl - beoevolanos
with which ke eouncil - has
gifempled oo desss apo ils
aparthesd policy slipped aul o
gight when Tatham was quolad
i the Sunday Times = saving:

PRIORITY

I will give praraty 1o any af
my while lciants who Care
kel D w o - 1

VEFCE

| tramsiers frm blocks shai mre

predomingatly pon-white.”

The Linape fosiered by the
Torles- and . sections ol the
media is stark epougl Asian
seeking @ gheito fomress from
implucably hostile whites — an

| imnge  straighi ot of the
rropagands of Powell and the
Mutional Front, and ome which
viry [kely stimulated the Thugs
1o g0 on the rampage <on
Sunday,

That undetlines the firs
ahsurdity of 1he GERC™ pla
Far [tom being o sancluary
froo paclst artncks, Spitalfields
has srebably witmsssed more
ihan any odher part of Britin
— ultacks which include wa
muirders  in the past  few
marihs. Mind-cab Firms have
fiowrizhed | op journeys  of
harely @ hundeed. yards after
nighttall.

AFI'EIHIHI rampag o and back and in the mouth, and

L ¢ I'.I-r AFTALFIELDS I|'. -I knocked LnCLnscIoins. He
L |ndod, % joined  several others  who |
! reguirsd  hospital  reatment.

The peslice arrestod juat 1T of
the racists, eventualls charging
oniy three,

Twar aspects of these evenls
rudely contradice the thingghls

UR POLICIES

vl Tl 1riiles unlons
ey, i ol e capiiallsl

ol Ve Ealiviur Pa
sei vl 1

that the iwa vl inaks  ceafronding

ie temdencics  in oppasiies o
o L
ag wwidy cadge ol palicke sl viese.

sl wilrkers enpaps
the wpder<ianding 1thai

AGREEMENT

The Tary plan,  which
receiied be (acit pgreement af
Tabour councillors, counld oot
havie been besrer conceivied [0

Beogali-only  and |

dip a moat hetween local Aslans
and whites, Yed il the skinheads
who  fled  slong  Chicksand
[ Street on Sundsy  affernoan
were  aplicipating &  while
wedcome, Loy were in for a
nusly- whasrk.

PURSUING

17 was white by-standess whe
poticd the perswing Astans in
the direchion ol the ¥Young
nugs, amdil was middle-pged

| aimd efderly wlite women who
most  wiciferously  expressed
their bostility 10 she thugs whaen
they had becn arrested:

VEF o wantsd 1o bea Razl,
iy wore Born bl U wTong
coiniry, | opewoman shoged
throngh the polise car window
| her - wibrint [ anb-fascsm
| mingling. with national chau
vimisond,

1 lve worked hece Tor 3
years, ' anicl & white shoplecper
after the nempage. ‘gnd find fhe
Biengnlis giel  gnd- peasshal
penple. antiods 1o improve
themselyes and cheir families.”

Yoo could -nol o wizh Lot
berrer meighbours . conuUnesics
& wlite womun. “Soe of the
white people don’r like them.
baid 1 think woneld be slly (0
| separsie people. We all have 10

Temrm o live together. Adud
| thiogs wauld b= betier acound
I heie  when police stop o the

ballies. '

FURORE

The Tary plan has caused a
furarein the Asinn communily
in Spirntfelds, with  several
meerings slled loy disewas thell
respivnze. AL one meeilng las
week, nitended b & hundosd
Berpalis, e proposala wers
unaninously - rejected,  Dr
Mohammed  Harris - Ali “ancd
Peerul Hugue were selecled as
spokespersons [0 explain the
communily s poaltion

Toth @re adamant that thers
it no o deslre whintever - for
exclusively Bengali estales. The

BHegpali Housing Aclion
Group, with. which  Lhe
magazine Raee  Today i3

granciated, and  which  was
ariginally quoted 85 supporting
thie idea, has sipop denied thar
it expressed 1his view,

"The GLAL i= rzliing the local
while people. dome of whom,

nirnlic rhan
fl parivwes
sIGie

1l er full sopgeo® 10 6l 1S

wirdl caplinlisly are o ecoms | lRbde in 4 miirli

Amerien, &ir
IRLLEF TR
frum deelaml and letbsg dhe indh g

in

1]
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Praplip .M. COORS0N |Socisiie) Challsngs|

THIS IS riot the resdl of mcisl wreckags, bu

like the Jewish people, have
been Bere for years, thal we're
tr¥ing to-puch them owt,” says
Al "Bl we want a multi-racial
commuaonily. We wani the mix
ol communaties, "

T ey il AT i (=g~ 112
davisaony i 1he working class,’
Hagoe explaom We have

worked logeiher and beoome

NURUL HUQUE
acocpied. Scparate housing ia

no¢ only impracticable, but

dangerons.

The Asians are under no
illasion that segregnied housing
— o1 the present concentration
in  Spitalfiekls, whers an
estimiited 20,000 Asiiris make
up  admost  hall e bocal
popllation — PrEsCaiis ANy
dgelenee from raclsr aiacks.

ke the reverse. '1'-'-':'.'}
place iz wulperable 1o these
areacks," says Al “If iz no
salution for everyone 1o come
here. If anyihing, the Asians
are- less  valnerahiz  oulside,
because they are less easy [0
find.*

Whai the community oer-
tainky wanls is physical safely,
which is what the GLC plan &
in effect seeking Lo exploil,
Meedieis 1o aay, e cowncil has
done Bothing practical o mee
the need for that security

lis “dispersal’ policy, which
the Labour-conirolled Tower
Homlets has nod resssted, has
consisted ol dumping  Asian
Families in ones aod wos o0
decrepil estates like Blackwell
Buildings tn Poplar, where
whibes an the botom of the pile
respond 10 FRCEEL agifation with

pErEISIENT Barassment.

ared,” Harris All explains,

Al that s the crux of e
COMIMILIITY "8 PRI, al-
though Viewe nf wihat
consfrlwles o repsonable nam-
ber vary. For AR, it i 135
{amilies logetber. MNurul Fugoe
ks of a Coonsderable
nEmbeT End B Lhal b sees
better police  proftection  snd
pond neighbouriimess as  the
way lo achieve a messure of
SOCUTIEY,

Harris Al favours of gamnsed
self-defence within the Asian
commurity; 'Patrols can save
hoceel people, wdentily wha
i Prwpomnabrier (o adlacka, and if
necessary physically deal with
the situation.’

PATROLS

The patrols which Began in
Brick Lans a vear ago have
since ended, throuph lack of
arpanistion and finance. Al
wants  them restarted, - and
considers  that  the cooncil
should back them,

Harassment by racist neigh-
bours, and inilatives by the
Fromi — such as smashing

. HARRIS ALI

windows aod wiecking Purnd-
hure — iz8 feature of cstares in
Spitndfields a5 well a5 glse-
whera,

A vear ago, a Bengali Tamily
mowed an to the Mountomaerris
gilale were thrown oul by the
Front, Mow they bave moved
back in, afrer Asiang and
anci-racists orpanised door-1o-
door  discussions  with - the
residents  awver the past 12
manihs,

The all-white Blocks sugees-
ted by Jean Tatham are already

| noreadily o Spitalfields, thaoks

SLUMS

Astans who furi down such
rempling offers are informed
that  they  bhave refused
re-houging. I they are placed
together with & reasonable
number of other Asians, they |
will pot come back to this slum '

Lo the oouncil’s dascriininalory
piolicies. Asiang make up 47 per
cent of the papulation In the
drea, yel & mere § per cent of
cownedl renantg; and thers are
virtually none in the post-war
busildings.

Whilz lifé in Spataifields |

offers the  Agian their own

e ——

Oppose ihe GLC plan and the
Brick Lane rampage!

Demonstration called by the Anti Mari League

Saturday, 17 June
I lam at the Maz cinema, Brick Lane, E1

shops,  workplaces,
BCERS cemines, and Tamily amd
friendship networks, Harria Ali
acimowiedges that it s abo 8
circle of explodation and
OPpressioa.

Housing is a sandal, with
wveral 16oa room, and o
drainage or baths i= 8 comEmon
fegture — and nod just for those
who have been forced 1o squai,
The community is demanding
that the councl rebwibds and
tevelops local facilities; while
Tower Harnlets council wel
coines the encrosschment of the
Cily allece blocks in the weslt ol
thee &red bo bl Chee rales.

SWEATSHOPS

For Bengaliz coming o
Hrilain, the option is farming
or lailorng. With the ahsence
of fields in SpitalfGelds, the
main  employmenl i the
Paalsiopns, many owned by
Asians. “The workers need 1o
be umited.” Allsays, "o talk ou
their problens, We are trying
i pet them into political parties
and unions,'

Murul Huque poubis o ihe
widespread discrimination in
jobs. FPwen an the - Robern

mosues, |

discoversd s racist implica

thona

If it i dropped, it will make
oo differ=nce of the black mnd
while ghetlod that already exist
in Spoalfields and in many
other areas; and 1 dida™t noed

= iy T

L4

SR o PR 1

Montefiore school which moss | Gl

ol the Astan dudents all=nd
and whish — like the bocal

hospital factlities — is faciop |

closure, there are o Asian
leachers,

WOMEN

For - the W, B
whom there o a bigh rale o
ilideracy, comlitiond are cven

| worse. Jronically, the physical

imsecurity bas meant thar I s
s whe doo the shepping.
Women are disinclined 1o leaye
their homes.

The indications are that the
furious response o the leaking
of the GLC s apartheid plan is
causing the Tories o back
peddle, und T.abowr councillors
whir lasl week had notliing
say againsl the plan lave now

SKINHEADS trapped In Chicksand Esiabe albar the Brick Lans rampage
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| thi Torsks 1o crealbe Thoss.

Labour's Tory policies of |

witacking working class Fving

standards and s refusal o |

challenge racisl mmigrabion
comtrols provide  amebon
emoagh for the Thalchers of the
Tory [ront bench (0 sUF up the
racil rempaEges.

GOAD
Om Saturdny, Enoch Powell

attempied to goad the Tories
eviets Tuther. *The mhalbitanis
of ithe areas where the
blacks) is already high —
will be i 20 vears tone — know
exacily whar §s meant by

.

1 i Gtﬂ'u. housing pelley. Brady Sireat Dwallings, now squatied, wiih a virlually ali-whiis isnanisd lower bieck In the background,

o

comcenirated  proportion | (of
although only hall ay kigh as 1l |

Yewamped®"," he anmiunced.

Why, he wanied fo know,
had the Tories been sileni for
two moniths on their proposals
ahout ‘controfling strictly any
fulmre oomigralion’.

Among those who heve not
been silent are the Laboar MPs
wha pui their name to the Select

Commitiee S0 long
the Labuurm lgBores &
poly w0 epd dmmlgration
condrols, and the Governmeni

confront the fascists om the
siresgs, Brick Lane will nod be
safe from Powells ‘rivers of
blood',
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The Socialist Challenge

Trade Un

SOCIALIST CHALLENGE supporters will be ! [

meeting in Rirmingham on 1 July to map out a strategy
for rebuilding the left in the onions. The lefi in the |
Engineering Unions has taken a blow with the election |

of Dwafly,

The apparent

success  of Laboor's

anti-working class measures — however shori-lived it
may be — has given the righl-wing a new authority and

confidence in the unions,

At the same lime, militants within the

Civil

Servanis’ Union and in the Post Office Engineering
Union — as articles on this page indicate — are
organising to confronl the alliance between the
Government and trade union besders.,

Pat Hickey, shop sieward at Rovers” Solihull and an

Why Pm coming

DAYE WARD was & delegaie 1o (he Posi OHfice
Engineering Union conference last week. Standing on
a slute backing the policies of the Broad Left, he
came close o being elecied onto the executive.

He sees Lhis as part of the advance of the lefl in the
anicn, and recognises the meed for democratic left
iendencies in the unions, which would involve the
widest possible forces on class struggle policies.

That's why Dave Ward is coming to the Socialst
Challenge Trade Union Conference. He explains:

e FOEU conference saw
big advance for the lefl, We
forced the sxeoutive o slep up
indhesirin! action Tor the vidal
demnand of a 35 hour weesk,

Although the conlenense
soceplad & pEy Offer within

Phase 3, we senl the exgcunve |

-|I¢|g|;! DECE [0 MEnEEemsnt
with a demand for 20 per cent
effective from | Awpmt this
YEAr

We also Torced the execibive
to call a special conference o
discuss our pobicies against the
faniairks implications- of the
P¥s  modernisation  pro-
REAITITR.

CLIQUE

Char wrion. has been damil-

naie=d by & right-wing cligue |

called "The Bloe" for almost 24
years. Bur bl year, the lefi
voke increased subsiantially in
e executive slectbons, and we
WOE an ouirighl majoTity on
pur umion's delzpmtion o the
TUC pnd Labowr Parly
oconferences.

I my opizion this advancs
was. due ol only io  the
mcreased feeding of mililancy
among The membership, bul w2
the Fact thai the Broad Lef has
sared o come oul infa Lhe
open und invelve the rank and
file.

Pari of the reason [or this {5
thiid under oar rules the euing
of slates for elections  and
cunvassing is - [orbddden, We
slill haven't got whas we vitally

feed —anational journal of the |

et
RULES

We zan stard to change this
now by drawing up - clear
pedivies. through & democratic
comference of Lhe whale lelt in
the unign. This will prepare the
wav Tor & big campaign Lo out
rules rewissonoonlercnce wnkch
is cOming ugp soomn.,

We are apdious o- Jeprm
frowm the experience of other
lefi Farmations in the wunions.
S0 we bnvited Yiv Looey &gd
Hgewart  MelLennan - 07 the
CPS5a avil servants  Brosd
Left 40 speak v @ mectiog of
our Broad Left at the POEL

conference
The =nthusiasric respomnss
thim shess militamts  received

means (a0 me that building a
CHMTREEInE demacratic
Aronad et i our amian is o,

COACHES

Transport [or
sacialist Cliallenge
Prade Undon Conlerenis

,@;

Coaches leave London Bam

Tickeds EX. 50 retwrm froam:
SCTU Conferenee,

P Bax #1, Landon N |
Cheques payahle in

Sarcinkist Edweotion Fumd

It &lss showsd thag there is
definiiely & need’ for an
exchange of experiences be-
iween  milifants working o
different unians.

Thes i miol 1o say Lthat thwefe
won't. ke dilfficuliies  in
building a Broad Leoft In che
POEL. The [irsl problon &
thie Blae.

MACHINE

But there s sorne
people an the lefl who are
mehiened of orpanising e
left in @ more x:.-xll‘.‘l:la.lil.' way,
i cise Il AT s wWE ane merely
bauilding a bell=-wing version of

nre=

the right wing's efoction
minchine,

Sarciphisl Challenge auppor-
ters. st the union will he

fighting with others  for &
campaigning Broad L which
draws in the membershipan the
bronches. That means &
Fowrnad, snd democeate Con-
feraces;.

I means that ail pokitical
tendencics must be repressnied
o the leadership oF the Broad
Left — we can®l Fighl bor one
thing in the union asd ocganise:
agur own ke dilferently.

POLICIES

Mbove @l we nesd policiss
thar wan deal with both the
offensive on POELT members
and the problems Tacing the
whols working vlas. 5o | will
be coming L the Sockakist
Challenge Trade Loicn Con-
ference @ conteibute  adr
experience in fighting for thess
things aid - listen  to o the
enperigice of gihers,
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AGEMNDA

18301100  Hegistration

11,0010, (hpenimg remerks by Tarlg All

i 00 1.3 Heboilding che left in the unions,

130 300 Lunch  [incliedimg  meetings  of
supporiers from  different  seclors” I
winloms,

AiW- 4,30 Fighting racism.

4.30- 445 Yaoting

4.45- 500 Summery.

A e e e W

organiser of the Trade Union Conference, explained

i Secialist Challenge:

"We want

to use the

opporiunity of the conference Lo exchange experiences
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PO Engineers call

Let’s fight for the
35 hour week

USANIMODU=SLY. delegaies at

o

the Posi Office

Fngineering Union's conference in Blackpool last
week voted to begin the most militant programme of

action in thelr history.

Their aim s the 35-hour week, 1o beal the Ilhn.-ﬂ.l of
massive job loss in the telecommunications indusiry.

STEYE POITER

Ihe dectsion of the 123,000
strong POEL, ingether with a
citaim by Ford workers which
puis equal emphasis an pay |
and n reduction in the working
weak mesns thal the TUC
Congress in Seplamber nay be
forced Lo turn plous resadur-
Hona o mass actlon Bgains
unee pdoyimant.

[he Government has already
moved ra’ head off ihe
engineers’  aclion.  Indusiey
Minister Eric ¥Yarley  has
announeed 3 gpecial  senew
under Lord MeCarthy 1o ook
wle the POELN: spvenm-wear-
ald claam.

lerespective of this, the
won's acton will contioue
along the lines of a radical
propramme  produced by s
‘modsrate’ executive,

Sines  last  Crglober,
aquipment has heen hanned,
and the progremme calls T
suppirt from other wiliois (0
Exlemd the Ban ta all sectors ol
Lhe Posl O ¥ace.

PROPOSALS

POELD branches have Been
inyited  to submil  Pusther
proposills  for o acteon,  which
include o wark o cnle,
averiime bans. eepienal and
aeleciive stoppages. Potential
lapgets - could be the Srock
Exchangs, airpors, and iele-
vision.

A weekly levy pf-15p ffom |

=ach member will help Lhose
suffering  ang. kasdsbhip o
Aspension as g result ol (he
arlic

There wis miasseve cnthusi-

astt S L progiamine among |

delepares  -al - lmat . week's
conferenee. Most had expesied
thi executive 1o gontinue il

reparis

GEW |

Blackpool.

Hocking of a militan: cam
paign, But ihe pressire proved
iy much lor evenn Lhe niost
die-hard righl wingers on the
lendership,

[Mazitay’ a1 the mood of
militaiscy was only ton plaindy
wiatten on the faces of Posi
(e manapemen] observing
the Winier Crdens debate.

B E S P RN
DOCILE

Before  the  campaign  of
action staried lasi vear, Gerald
Raafman, Miniser of Sinse o
e Depariment of fndusisy,
feferted to Posy OHfics sialf ax:
"The most orderly, one might
alqn gav docile workforces in
e coraniry.”

Fhess was no sign of Ll
goclity  in  Blackpool.  The
message . hod  clearly . g
throngh o every delepate thal
the new lechnological revall-
tiom in lele-commapbeations
mestl the pravess threat o
Ll farmes,

Tl major feature of thal
madernisation s Lhe Flha.-.i:lu.:
o of the glectro-mechamcal
Strapwger  exchanges and the
introdusdion of TXE I and 4
elEciTD magsEii: cwitching
wYSLEmE.

from

This iz only the ser of the

| process, Compuier techaologs
! will b the main feature of a

racically pew sysbein, knowi
by the code-mame *X'.

For Posl 0000 engineers,
this i4 ax sioiaier as it sounds.
Increasingly, changes 1 - a
petwack Wil be made by
matruetions from a compuler
wermibnal Cinstead of by eng-
nevced with o snldering  iroms.

Oaly-one worker ol ol s2x

jion Con

to labour

ference

and i try and aid militants to take up the political

problems which they confront daily.
The real weaknesses of Broad Leftism and rank and
filism — as two political corrents within the unions —
| meed to be discnssed. The conference can't pretend to
| e an organisational allernative to these groupings,
and that's noi what il is designed to do.
Bui we have to see how we can fight within these

formations  for

democratic, broad based lefi

tendencies within the nnions that gre ready io fhl_i for
class strugple policies and to tackle the leadership of

the wnions.’

If you are s irade unlonist who sees the need lo
debate these issues, register for the conference today!

presently employed wouald s
visebowork on ihis new syslem
The PLY bas already relbsed 1o
pfovide  godranices  of  Jobe
aevomed the nexl Nive years, Anc
He Cevernmserd has appoinred
Sir William Baglow — rhe
Michael  Edwardes of the
electiteal enpinsering indussiry
— o hend the - Post Cdliee

e employers are: gEaciig
themielves op for & fight
Some delegates considened thar
Barlow will respood 1o ther
action by suspefidiog  Fhou-
sineds of workers, provoking
nanconal sinks action by the
upnion

O of thie chiel weaknesies
af the POEL leadsrship is s
ceciartanizsm  towards [l
195, (KN members al the Linion
of Prost OiTice Waskers, These
wiorkers are alao threatensd by
the new techoology, bechuse
she merre information thal can
b Uranameited in prioted Formn
theouglh phaone linss ine leés
will b the need for it o be
iransporied by omadl owor ke,

GV
SPLIT

Teb e pxecurive success-
Tully anotivated & proposal e
split the Pogr Giffice inlo lwo
e perate Sorporalions, i police
which ore delegale described
5 gift wrappiog the PO far
niving off by the Tores, The
exeoilive  avgued thal  the
corporalion coukd md afherd
the 3i-hoor week  tor hath
snplnecss and postal warkers.

Thiz identification befwssn
the interests af the Basses and
the workers 15 Turther refieciad
ifi the neck-deep commitmesnd
of the NEC o Bullock-typs
parhicipation iy the ndustry.

Arthus . Simper, -a irade
antoil member af the baard,
wlze is o 1he POEL exacutive.
has explained: *We recogmise
that we must be dirgetors with
the same responsibilities o
sxisiing dhrectors,  We most
garry the can and we ms sl
our decisicns 1o the membez-

T

moveme

ship,’

The engineers will also rum
im#0 the firm of the
Tahour  Covesnmenn,  whan

uricm inentbers obhbisd  Tohkn
Colding, 4 POEL -sponsared
Wi, o their elgim, . he
repeated Callaghan®s mrgumerl
whal che ¥-hour week  would
increase 1he price o gXporis
and causs Further aaempbon-
menl =s Rritain’s comperitive
passition declined on the world
minrket.

SAVED

CH course, the tmpac ol un-
emplositent would  Be the
opposie. Hundreds of thoo-
sands af jobs woukl be creared
and  saved  through - the
immedinte miradusiion of the

shorened  warking wiek
withcril lods ol pay. by
Whzl would me hic f=oche

profils ol Uhe coaphiovers, wha
will wage & gigantie stroggle
agAinal the messure with the
Covginamend - on o thelr  side,

lmposing the 33-hour week
nesds rthe mebilisation of the
whale lihour mowemeni
emploved wmd unemploved
in neass aciot, This muss be
i - polcy  Kevoorle &l the
Seplember TUL | Comprss,
together with the rejection of
Phase Foui

But a further siep needs 4o
b taken, What is posed in the
Prost Office, as in the sieel
imclipsdry, §s thal = Mhoor
weel can pely be the first siep
towitrdy wirk-sharing withou
lass of pay — & measuné which
will eittal] & shorer working
week than 35 hdursal all gobs
are 10 be alntained.

Prsr  Offfies - workers - are
fehting in the largest and one

| of the most rathbess emplinvers

in the courilry.

They are in-the vappuard of
real dction agaimsr wneniplo-
ment. They mMust campaign
Tor, ang the labour movemen
musl- responsd il thic o=
massive  praciical  support,
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Public sector pay war

What’s behind Basnett’s plans

LAST DECEMBER David Basnett, Chairperson of
ihe TUC, wrole an arilcle in the Sunday Times on *A
way oul of warfare over pay’.

Two and a hall weeks iater he showed jusi whai he
meani by @ way oul of warfare when he voted ai the
General ‘Council against supporting the firemen's

strike.

Al the time there was little public response by other |

union leaders io Basnell's proposals, However behind
the scenes, union lemiers were scurrying to discuss his
proposals within weeks of the lremen’s defeat.

On 9 February, &t whal we believe to be the frsi of
several meetings, the leaders of seven public sector
union mel to discuss Basnett’s proposals. They
included Drain of NALGO, Christopher of the IRSE
Fisher of NUPE, Jarvis of the NUT, Spanswick of
COHSE, and Thomas of the CPSA. RICH PALSER
reparts on whal followed.

Basnsit's original proposal
were for the seiting up of a
Public Sector Commitiee of the
T Hes Frsl - proposal on

whil this should do was 1o
“establish even more- regalar
COnLacK waLly Cigvvernemnd
minigters  n  the fedevant

gowernment  departments
discuss cconomic polioy.
For Basnett, a5 he made cbeas
Al the  repend - GEMWEL
oaflerence. whilst there will be

[4x]

‘noapgrecd phase 27, the unions |
must nod abandaen “all generzl |

responsibilite In peaching wage
BErSSmIEnlS

For  him  ‘an econoimks
conlract” betwesn the unpions
and e governmaent will stifl agt

ma warehdog or the Govérns
ment a5 it did in Bolating the
firesmen

The meeiing of the pubdic
ievor  wnioms decided: 1o
gidorse in - principle - sach a
TLL Public Sector Commiiiiee
with broad terms of reference
of ‘the creation of a united
focus for publle secior unions
for Pressune on (ioverament on
ssues of pablic expenditure
wnd cavh limits', This would be
nathing more than o huresg-
CRAT Peeisure group aimed ml

EIS Conference

Scottish teachers say

‘Open The Files’

I EIMNBURGH lasi

week . delegates

in the

conference of Scotland’s largest teaching union, the
Educational Institute of Scotiand, called for the
mﬂm-ﬂlﬂﬂlﬂﬂhhﬂh} hesd teachers and

anthorities.
PAULINE TIERNEY, a Socislist Challenge
supporter and member of Rank and File Teacher,

reporis.
I'he desnand (o open Lhe [1le
wmes ok g resali of @ scandal
Broagll o Hghl by the Thmes
Fducatmonal I
comncesma  five  jemchers, all

members of Kank and Frle,
whi hiree been threatened with
compiiliary eansfer From their
preseni schonds.

Adthomigh i explicil reasons
lor this have been given by Fife
repronal counal, he leachers
nave bDeen sslilded that o is
Decanss of their politeal views,
gnad they have besn refused
access to their personal files

The wvoie a0 the EIS
conference came despite the
dllempls ol the executive 1o
B CYenL the  issue heing
discused,

=t

STRIKERS at the Bank of England’s printing works in Losghban,

This victary by Rank and
Fil tenchers - showed - that
delegaies  were oo losger
prrpared 0 socepl  the

ed righi-wing dines
ton which the execulive hox
e taking o orecenl months
— 0ol fedst b s acceplance ol
Government wage sestrictions
amgl public expenditure - Guis

REDUCTION

| 8, (HX)} - reachers
praduating  without  [obs
Scotland, delepaics  sucoess-
fully fought for a reduction in
classes tn & maximum of 25,
and For degchers in their firsi
lweis years ol service o have
galpcilly redced Lime 1ables.

With o

GRAPHICAL anD 1

=l .

Essgn, 81 a mass meating last weaek. 55 women and 70 man, all
membors of the Goclely ol Graphical end Alliad Trades, have bsen

I |

i these resplotions  are
mplemeenled,  many  more
teaching ol woiidd e
crealed

The conference reflected o
ErowamE Mood Among Wormen
teachers than their second class

ion i educstion shoubd be

i Dislegares voted: in

Tavomr of an imguiry into sexis
lirersture in s,

But  a motion seclong
mproved matermily condilions
waas norrowhy losl.

The growih of the Matlonal
Fromt and ik propapands o

school  stiadents  was in
dedegatles”  minds - when  they
agreed o moniior  racisi

material in schonls, However,
A motien calling for affiliadan
10 the Antl Mari League was
defeared

Although the rightward deifl
wilhin EIS has mot et been
halted, il was clear Lhat For Lhe
{itat thime sipee 1974 Rank and
File Teacher is emerglng as a
credible  left  alterneise 1o
policies of the union Jeader-

unionissd saclions of the plant, mﬁmﬂﬁ|ﬂﬂ|ﬂmﬂﬂ' LT
unions, Union notlers are repeatedly tomn- down, aed jush baiore

the #irike,

David BASNETT

bringing any cam Anpmn Apainl
the cute gnder TUL control,
o discuzsing pay policy inthe
pishlic sector with the
g-:l'f:*.rnrn:ﬂr

Ehip

Iy ohility 10 group those
lofees [ightihg [or sach an
alternative,

il &n opem and
demaocratic manner . will pas i i
m & pgood postien for

organising i the  (utune: I

Basnett"s second  proposal |
wai Tor moves towards rthe
sVikchronisation of principak
sefrlonsent dates” and o review
of negotiating machiners. This
proposal has pothiong odowith
securing uniled acthon oo pay
by public sector wnions .on
wages. L o5 aimed al crealing o
umited response By (he anion
leaders in nepotlating with, and
pressuTising, the governmnt,
amdl in setthing the agresments
reached by their members

COMMON
According to oursources the
azher public secior  union

leaders di nod ps et feel nhle 1o
g ilong with this, wnd hpve Jeft
omen how the Public Sector
Comoaries shoubd achseve ils
chjectves oo pay.

Bur they have spelt oul,a
common ohjectye on pay in
fime. with Basnsit's original
proposals. They  agreed the
Commitlee should Gevelop a
nearn: of ensuring thal 'pahlic
Serwice pay is nob trealed more
detrimentally or mose rigidiy
than pay in athee sectors of the
eunpomy’,

In orher words that poblic
secror  WHgES Inceesse  In
proporiion oo wages - in the
privaie sector, Basnedt  had
ariginally proposed permanent
reviiw  bodies [0 establigh
comparisons  between pubdic
and private sector pay

Whatever the agresmenis
amd dpagreements between the
umion leaders on how the TLIC
Poblic  Seclor  Commillee
shoulg achieve §is objeclives,
and there se=m 1o be many, aac
thing i clear. The decission

nepatiaiens - and  discussions
with the EOVerikent, thrgugl
the TUC, 50 thar wapes in the
pulic secior are not allowed o
fall bekind ihe private secion,

They ' are nob - aimed  ai
Forging united achion by public
| Al powrale seclor  workers
P Apainsr any wages lnsuwl, e
apainst the cnsh Lmits svstem.
Particularly dnmgerons s, the
ides,  which nppenrs  “very
lemipling o pubbo o seclor
workers who leas beug wolated
and defeared like the fisenen,
thai wages can be defended by
negatinting for increasss in line
with the private seckor,

Tha 15 dangerows . - firsehy
because i divides workers in
the public and privace accoor,
by leaving public - sector
workers inactively waiting for
the privals secror 1o pchisve
therr wage increaies, It 15 &
‘restore differentials’ sirategy,
which has awlel Lhe govern-
ment Iy Iselating the Teyland
tcolmakers.

ACTION

Becondly, a5 with  the
Lsalroom wodkers, If 40863 not
allow public seeton workers o
‘goround” any wages limit, The
firemen  were  promd a
simikar comparison wilh wages
of sther workers —only 1o Tind
Lar the EOVErImEnl 5 Cvien
refusing their promised shorrer
working week and threatening
the repewed oxe of Lroops,

1 s ondy by demanding an
end o all ks with the
Eovernment, and appeahng [od
umbed aetion on pay with other
umizznz, tha! o real alfance o

are aimsed 3t sirengrhening the
public.  sector - umons  in

defend bving slamdards can be
badll.

Summer plans for
Socialist Challenge

ihrss SOGAT Waman wea
unionised section to be replaced by non-union workers.

OV¥ER halF the militants
who have applied for
credentials to the Social-
B Challenge  Trade
Union Cooference have
come  from  indusirial
unigns, That's what Pai
Hickey, ome of ihe
conference OrgEnISers,
told the first meeling of

IED TRAUDES

lranafsmesd Irom. &

Socialist Challenge’s
Mational Policy Com-
mitiee last Saturday.
Hickey expladmed ihal the
confercwce wonld be mainly
whilg-collar trade umbon swp-
porters of the peper. 'With e
mibianis from Indnsirkal and
mamual nokons as well, in will b
um imporiasl odvance for the
puper wndl  the policies i has

praamisled.

Ihe MPC — ebecied al the
recend - Sociallst o Clhallenpe
supporters'  conference —

disciussed the direcilon of the
puper im the smmmer months.

UNITED
1t syreed on the moed [o

prepare now for’ @ general |

ebection, amd For o camppign o
il (] uniated fur left
intervenilon, Stephen Murks,
from the Intermational Socialid
Allianre, proposed A bromd
puhblic oppezl fora wnlied date.

The meeling disvussed  the
meel For improved drode wnlon
covermge — inchuding n series
of arlicles (o analyse develnp-
meenE im (e lEbsur mavement
— and  accepred an. Inlerna-
tinnnl Mards Group proposal
for a debate on Infermation-
ulimm im the naomties leadine ro
the forticih anniversary of the
Fourth Intermutional im Sep-
femher.

Uhee NP discussesd the mexi
seps im The projecl or o mew,
unbled revoluliomury orgunis-
nlion, Stephen Marks referred
tea resololkon he aind Kicland
Enper will be putting 1o the
154 conference ihis wepkend
which calls for @ comman

atbon, outlines policles lor joind

wiork, s meelings o
| publiclse the policles and a

campoign for them,

The resnlotion proposes a
confereace afier the electlomns
! Ut diraow up @ balpace sheed of

the campaign and efiher o

fommdd = mew onlied organis-

alisvn, or ia sel ool 8 Gme tahle

[or movieg. Wwards §17. 1T the

154 conference agrees fo ihis,

the MPC will have to diseos
| how swch 3 campripn can be
reflecied im Socialist Challznge
aml im the artivity of Bis
SIpprbers’ gromps.

The NI"C pgreed the need in
pul more resoerces inin locol
groups @s o precendition Dor
balancing e paper’s beeks. Tt
will tahe Further proposmls for
tpeakine lomrd, feod raising
evemis Al oller measures Do
regularise e groups' Tumc-
thomlng &0 bis next meeting in
July.

It will alsp discess  the
electiom of the etditorial boand
im light of ihe 154 vonference
ileciabiny.

CORRECTION

Bur kst Saturday's meeling
agreed thap if the 154 desidis do
participace fnily i the editorial
hoord — =s Kuper sand Marks
Propnsee iner ISA members
shomldd sitend the meedings.

Correction:  Lasl  week's
list of WPC memibers coniaimed
iwa errors. Adan Tieclkaed of
e 'Warringioan Socinlist Chal-
lenge proup shankd have boen
Inchugled in the list; Ros Dliver
from Cardiff is & Labour Party
member  wha  suppurts . 1he:
puper. She is not @ member of

of atrikg far a manth to demand 8 clesed shop in predominanily slaiemont for 8 oew uimu_ 134,
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Working Women’s Charter

Needs a new life

THE Working Women's

Charter Campaign |s

holding 2 national conference in Birmingham this
weekend. Socialist Challenge talked to CELIA

PUGH, the women's organiser of the Inlernational |

Marxist Group and @ member of the Conference's
organising commitiee, aboul whal the meeting uims

to achieve.

We huven'l begrd muach ahou
the Charter Compaign re-
cently, Momy mcrivisis, especi
ally i the wasmen’s movemenl,
seem io be mking why ithey

shomld  bother ghout  (he
.

The campaign has los

momentom since s last |

conference, Many local groups
have tormed inlo socialist
feminist or women's groops,
and the mstiosal secretarial af
1he compaigs has collapsed.

Bzt i’s & paty thal peopic

seem 10 hove forgoficn how |

{hey can wee the Charter when |

cumpaigning for is demansds

|
| women's

Take the recent speeches by |
Tory and Labowr leaders on |

the need 1o badster the family
and secare women's place
within il

There's onc Yoy important
thing we have learned from Lhe
women's movemen! thai
real independence and eguality
{of WOIEn means gIVIng us a
chioice and possibility of
having concerns outside the
famity

That's what | find sa
imporianl about the Charter
irsedf. |=|i demonds ranpe from
women's pay, ecducation op
portunitiess, legal and lnancal
IndEpemEEnne, Irade

won

rights, o mulernily |eave.
fertility comirgel  and - child
benehiis.

ALl these mepspres. @re

mecessary if women are Lo e
mare than modthers znd wives
In our society. With Callaghan
jeining Mary Whitehouse's
chorus (o sing praises (o the
family_ | think the Charier can
be o useful weapon  in
confronting  this  reactiomary
allack.

FEMINISTISSUES

The demunds of the
movemenl raloe
many of these Hsues. Lo you
think there is also & weed for =
campaign areind the demands
of the Charter?

e twa are ool cnunler
posed. We should memember
thai many unions are [anikar
with the Charier, and may not

elin

sver kmow what the 'WLM's
demunds are,

The Charter has heen
adopied I;'-'.- 4 wnions al

naflonal fevel; s well as by
hindreds of |1lhur Organat-
ions — union branchies, Tades
councils, politieal groups and
Woanen s groups.

Cella FUGH

class wounen who have had
Initle coniact with the WEM —
or wh may even distrusy it 0f
courss, paper suppodt for the
| Charser is useless
Bub we Sy use 8 union’s
commitmenl [o (s demansls ax
a lever — trelog 1o force the
unian legderships: ta wmple-
mienl their pofickes.,
Il ibe campoign is moi very

W should use this fact o | wotive, s b wguod kever?

take feminisr isspes o working

Women’s Voice rally

A frustratmg

OVER A thousand women gathered In Sheffield lasi
weekend for the “Women's Volce' Rally, ERICA

BARNETT reports.

The aimosphers was ooe of | we

expectation. The first impres-
sicil ‘was thet women meitibers
of the Socialise Waorkers” Party
and Women's Voice sUppoTieTs

¢ discovering Lhe solidarity
and sisterhood that comes from
100 wvmen gathered together.
Ard what & welcome start Uhat
wris!

International

Campaign on

Abortion

WOMEN from all over (e
aorld mel n Lomdom last
weekend 1o launch  (he
Imterantbonal  Compeigs  for
Ahariiea Righits. SUE
WA TRING, astivnal organiser
of the Dolional Abarbon
Campaign, reporis.

They came from  the
Methertamis, Belgivm, France,
Rpuin, Daly, Awilzedand,
Cadombia Il'hﬂ ihe U'SA,

The Campnign culled Tor an
impermational doy of acibon nexl
spring io demand ‘A Woman's
Hishi in Contracepiion smd
Abortion, Mo Forosd Sterilis-
ation'.

The meed (0 coondimaie
sirmggles For wamen's cimiiral
ower Ferdility at an intermalional
fevel  BPcame  very ChERER;
Calonybian women  described
ApeBCy far Imternutinanl
Development  plans  Tor  ibe
sierilantion of THF million
women  and @i American
woman  said  (kal  half o the
wamen af childbearing wge in

Puerio Rico hayve already been
slerilised.

lm  Spaln, by  cosirasl
famidies wiilh over Hi children
are Eiven prives, amd B per ceni
af women in Spamish jails ane
ihere for huving aborticomns,

The Spunish women a1 the
meeling  podmted  omi e
imporiance of fhe ideclogicel
stragele for a women's chice.
A larpe proportion af the half a
millin  =women  wha  Have
aborlinns every vesr in Bpaln
thimk ihad ihes themselvia an
apainst phortion aod glvould e
pumedshed .

The: mexd meeiing in Brusseis
np 13 Seplemibser will diseuss in
maore detail e Intermational
duy of acton sed sn
internaiional sialemend , 2s well
& bearlng  repords  From
interaalional campaigns  amd
b e 1] ik

I the meaniime Uie Hrilksh
natlonal  Abociion Campaign
has amdeduken 16 coopdimaie
the: enmpuign.

Awiicl
led o @ number nF interesling

Take |Esl  vear's

Yeu.

Evervone seemed el lor a
fascinating and  fundamenial
discussion ol e Kally's theme,
“For Women's Liberation and
Sociakism’, HBul many of us
were 1o leawe lecling sad al a
good opportunity lost

Theintroductary ssssion was
calked ‘Up Agninst the Wall'.
Jsdich Condon in the chigi
asked for speakers wo Labk abous
their personal and  practical
perienses in strogpelhe. B‘1l.‘| ti

“ahstracl debares’, This

reparts f1om women involved
in srrupeles.  inchading Blel
Bartlew af the EGA, I3-.'|'_-I
Reilly  of  the  hank
workers, and Amila Richasds
from the ©abfoed  Mursery
Campaizn. )
Afier the opeoing session
there wese 20 warkshops, in
Pwn sessions al one lbour cach,
Thoewe oo wonen's  health,
nurseries, school sudents and
ke and  the  Family  were
articularly useful, In the mast
wavily subscribed warkshop,
o lowve and the family, wamicn
brough! forward diverse perso-
| ol experiences of marringe,
children, relationships  with
other wome and raised the

whaole guestion of  indepen
dence, ipcluding  all  the
problomms thar irraised.
UNUSUAL

I was  vary  much like

consciousness-raising  disous-
siofs (0 The women's move-
ment, S0 many women were
facing up 1o ihe oppresabon thar
they experierce  ux o their
everwday fives, and developing
their first Femimist weas, Many
participants  had déali  with
thesr siluations and problems in
unusual  and
| king ways.

thoughl-provee |

print |

sonterence of the  bealth
workers' unton COHSE, I
gdopied. the Charier, b
rejected suppart for a cam-
paign apaipst the Benyor
anb-abortion Bill,

Uinion members thep: disics
sed Bow they could wee b
somference™  commitment o
the Chaster s demand lor Tred
abortion o challengs thein
unlon™s refuctance 1o fight o
thi iashe.

day

The warkshop om women's
lineration and  socialisem,
intmoduced by Anna Paciuska,
concenrcated on Eastern - Eu-

rope. Agnin inferssling ldens
were  raised,  Howewer,  the
pheence  al  any  Eysiemgiic

polifical approdcls 10 Eastern
Europe wa: revenled when
women et thinking we were

better off o Britpin than in
Easterih Europs,
What weakened the work-

shape was the structure and
conceplion of the conference.
A geraralized discussion; which
canled have Begar 1o drow all
this experience rogether inlaa
Framework and sizaregy, didn’
take place, The debate in i
YWomieni's Volee aorkshop at
the Birmingham  Wormen's
Liberation  Conference  ealsed
the relationship ol Waomen's
Ve fo the  aulSnomons
women's  movensent and is
camprigns.  This  imperian:
defntle was nor developsl in
Shelleld

The finad plenary session wis
catitked "How 1o gel over the
Wall' but geither n frmmesork
nor it ranegy - both supgested
b the tatle - were developed,

I fact the whole Uupe =as
warined wp by Magele Benn,
W women's oizaniser and
cdiier of Women's Vlee. [n
hier eonciudiog  speech, she
ialked phout all the wrongs
women sulter and why we nead
socinlian,

Her conclusion was  thal
‘Through the 5WEF we gin
bring togeither the battle for
sacialism and for libgration”. 1o

otk words, the way tareally |

fight back ia 10 brild Wamen's
Waice peoups, she argeed. And
that was alhthe nnswer we gol.

Sany woanen lad gone fo the

i Rally hoping s thoesh- ol

In many Umons and srades
councile, suppoci Lo fhe
Charter has been used 1o win

aid for saruEgles on Gorssries,
phaortion and equal poy. RNow |

thal the Charter bas guite o bit
of paper support, we nesl W
go furiker than - placing

demands o gonference agin-

s,

The TUE
e has nolo besn
actively, by any unions, le=l
alane by the TUC itself. The
Working Women's Churler
has & differemy - hislory.

It has supporiers who BrS
active in both the women's

inken &p

muvement, and  ao. mog
national orioms. A unired
campaign 5 vital thil
pcrivisis  can  poaol  their

| resources and experisnoss, and
| take Joint initatives hck into

their uptons and wamen's
ErOLpE.

CRISIS

I e ks such @ potential, why
is the compaign In erisis?
W have 1 pur things inko
perspective. The Charer cam-
paign ixn’r alone in faciig
difficultics and defeals:

Resoluflons adopted by
Chirter conferences lave heen
very clear i their oppasicion Lo
Cioyernment pobicies. Bt s
actions taken have mei Lbe
hegwy Tist of the orade wnion
leadership. ' g dilfiowlt and
frustrating nartle,

The campaign his specific
protleois, oo, Much  has
happened sinoz il was lAunched
im 14974

[lse woamen”s mosement has
grganis=d. nnpi cREIVE Tim-
oaipns, such as the aborliob
campaign, And women have
S5 bepal 10 nrguru-:L throngh
rank and Mile wamei's gromps,
aclion conferences, and ol
Geial union struclurs

b Charier can't ‘compele’

imporiant - queations, Rl
larly aboul  the indepedde
woen s Bherstion movenaenl |

Women's Char-

what is mesnt by indepen-
dent', and  kow  does  the
movement  relate - o the |

arganised revolutionary  lel?
These delares were umloriu-
mitbely avioided
There was o
daikss, and women

good atien-

Dpeal wepkness ol

| Frosirnison.
im She[icld | mare.-

| organisalions

withr these kmds ol sloucturss
It wonld now be absurd o
insist oo (he geographizal
workpince Charter groeps that
we arigisally envisnged.
Whaoi changes would v see bn
the campalizn?
We need o rake the
campaipn into Hee o stigctanes
whore women  aré active
lo move away from. a
campaign  organised  aroand
proups, b one based on oa
petwork of supporiers of the
Charter newspaper — whether
they are in s communiiy, Ll
VRGNS O L WOImen s e ps
whin are united & their
comumilment . ight for the
Charter
Can the puper phay this rode?
When il waF appPedTiip
rezulirly, Women's Fight sold
whaut Lwe thousand watl Hroke
efforr. It nesds = oew e,
hapie e conFerence will decide
o have & national mesting 'in
the aniumn to relawneh the
paper s that it can meet the
real needs of women.
Whal else will the conferenoe

be discussing !
Woe hope Charler suppogiers
whll “go o back CDed L el

and fight for
support For women invalved in
srruggles; such ns the Ewex
bank nole strikers, or the
campign Spainst the cloasne
af the Eliznheth Carfel:
Aqelerson Hospital.

I'l5e Movernber trade wuiomn
conforenee called by kAL
gElves us-a real chanse o Eke
rhit iszpe [urihler inta the
tahour ovenienl.

The success ol the Charer
newspaper-and the activities af
supparters of the Chaner iself
can be pgasured Wy one
varddtick — whether ey help
1 strengihen the tndependent
actions Laken by women
throuaghiout the Iabour move-
meni.

were enthwaastic, Bur afier the
Rally, when VWomen's  Yoice
SUPPEILErd ancd oflflers supgps-
el LHar amother conberenes was
needid 1o hove these disous-
oL, They were poinling 1o n
Sarurday's
meeting,  Socialist  Chalkenge
suppariars . who shored  cheir
couldn®t ngree

SOCIALIST CHALLEMGE 15 June 1878 paged

Fhote: .M. CODKS0N |Socilisd Challenge]
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Armed police raid
Swansea militants

THE mystery of @ Figi 124 car
Tound wi ike hotiom of g 40-50
Foeodl clilf wi Pennard in the
Lawer nalure reserve  near
Swansea cansed rmed police
1o rald (hree hosses in Swansea
lmsd week mad o pad new Tears
imia lhe leweal i mklean
commumiiy .

The Chileans have heen
tingled wp wilh & supposed
bBombs Cofspifacy, despate the
fac that nol one shred of
evidbence was found, very litile
wis removed and o charges
were made

RAIDS

The raids hit the howses of
Socialisl Challenge and Big
Flame= supporiers, as well as the
hivme of Hilary Creck, jailed in
the 1971 ‘Angry Brigade® tria
and oW on parale

The Sp
racher

ecial Branch must be |
stapd ol they think thai #

Hilary Cresk would bring all
this upon herseli by pushing a
car overa clifl near 1o -her
parenis” house oo The Goasr

Mefilser  can’ the  pafice
seriously suspect IMOG militants
whose -political  activity s

openly conducied in the local |
labour movemsnt and whose |
proas conslantly warns against

'Ir':hi'1|:l."ll'....'. ol despmir of the |

Baader-

Brigasdes,
of. Angry [

and the

ﬂl“‘é“"bﬂ'& :-I'.h'li]l!"h'.‘:- are con
vinced that the people rasded
are nod connecied  with  the
alleped conspiracy in Lomdon

[or which iwo penpls are now
lactiig Lraal,

Irix Miller and Ronan
Eeeiinett were afresied on 24

May under the Preventhon of
Terrorism Act and have been
charged " with' conspireey o
cause exXphodions

Bui there have b2en no
explosions 1o charge them with

— unly ‘chemicals and wiring”
found in their Bayswaler Nal,

Bath have. heéen - arrested
before under tlee PTA, bl

released without charges.

DOUBT

Sillitants in Swanwss believe

that the overily  political
character of Iast week's raids
casls doubl on the charges

apEinsl Miller and Benpelt,

A delence group Tor Le lwo
s Deen formed 10 “expose the
blanket “‘conspiracy™ laws
where police nesd no evidence
10 frame up anyone they wani
and 1o exposs Lthe aclivities of
The Special Branch as Brilain’s
Palitical Police.”

The defence proup can be
contached at Box 123, 1HZ
Upper Sirest, London ML

Socialist Unity contests
Scottish by-election

FiWR the Tirst lime Socialis
Umity hopes 1o conlesi &n
election in  Scotlsmd.  This
year's reginnal ebectiioms show-
el ihe [uflure of the lefl s
Scofland 10 preseni @

sbiernative to ibe policks of |
hath the Labowr Parly amd the

5P, PAT KANE repons
The by e st i T Lhe
Crosahall Prospecy Hadll seat of |
Strathomdes ot | coumcl
[ b g= Sociafee k L’y A5

Opcng Lo contesd B lingd seat
Socudist Unity will siamd Chras
Bambery, o traines l=acher and

ocal militam. The Commwunist
Party has abyo anpounced &
T HLETE

S0l Usdy aome 0
campaigh [or on oot-pEinn
shortion  cllmee in Crlaagow,

andd 1o help o csrablish an Ani
Marl Leagoe in the Crosshill

arcd. {3 wall alun 3
campaigning for an end 1o
ArmY recrubtment i schosges,

and the wirthdrawal of troops
from Ireland

Aptes: Sp per wood, Dlipley £7 par
cofuimi inch. Dsadiing: ipm Saturdey

bedore  publicallon.  Paymant  in
A il .

ISLIRGTON = SWFiWomane  Voips
prassnta the Yim 'Tahe H Che & man
Maam® &t MNocih London  Poly
Halloway R, Landan NT o= Man 0
) fipm Envaa PS5 jB0p

urnmmpinysid;

LEVELLER/PEACE MNEWE msinelil
Fri 18 Jurs.  Ooiopal Ba - Eail
Ladbroke Hewss  Highburg  Groso
iom Bpm. Dead Feges Tek, Join
LCoope-Clrk  and  Blasd  [Dorer
“hiln 11 540, clhima~iz E1, Yrem
1564 D d 5. Londan M1

BALE DOMAADE saskE scocmo-
Sav=w= pralavably o micsd ook
rorih of Wil Lopdan. Ring 0703
SR

RAIL AGAINET ihe Mazis.
—aatin Man 18 Jung. al The
Rewbuck, Taitenhes  Courl Ao
inearest teme, Women 510 Londos
W Speakere include M&p DaBowr,
At Mzl Lesgus and Taije RoBaon,
chavpersan of Wood Groan AELEF.
fpm, B9 miierp wotkers welooma.
TEESHDE Socaaliss Centie ganning,
dimcuascn mealing Som Mos 18 June
in e Gl Hoie, | imihorpe Hd,
Widdlasbreugh

A0 Lt g

Suui Challenge

Apply with Full

l MO
| OO I'\l||I il

A comrsdr iy needed immedisicly 1o werk  full-lime on
*Sainiicl (dmllemgr’ 5040 06 oo sblitinesl desgn work for ¥
Lilleas . Previns X periemtc in any design or printisg proccees
i deshrmble, bl dromiey will be e
Foll deisile of comdiibeas will b given om ppplicalion.
Inil perviemlum vitae o the Masaper, FI Liho
Lish, YEEA Upger Sireol, Londos Y1, [Poddiive diseriming-

; |'rl_.'I|:!I this by-slection Socis-
list Unidry loopets 1o prepare the
way Tor g successful campeign
i ihe ge=netal election.

Condact Socialist Unity at

ihe compaign headquariers in
ine consurisency o 2309 Cabder
Cilasgow or

Sociakis

SEr aowets Hill.
romgh Sooitinh

Books, 8 Cmeen Si, Tel
Z2]-Tdi]
Sacialisl Uniey Nimshows, Tees

i By, * Home Sadsdier Homs'

a film sbowt Briimia’s role o

lrelamd, 730 54 Hrdges
Primary School, (Seamorn
Ave, Tory Ulew, Glsspow,
Ldm, Mig

UMSIDHIBED  Amian  'Davic
mighiy - Mulsinakioeg)
et aesbka o gdviopihols  oon
Empiaymant” Pralacticm Acl - H pou
Lah hep  pleame JonbEcs  Sacipliee
Challgngo, PO Boy 20, Londan M1

FRCKET  GMAMERS: Main  oadbas
eery Ay, haon o Apsand 53093 11
pmoat 38 Osiend & Londas é
cip, Sellradgas); S43 Cmbord 3
(helord Cocusk: 8341 Havmarke:: 66
Wihilpomwoa S) #EET B | Msap
LU e
Coifend S, Dhomab et o e e nepdin
ag ikl pay e orly B8, Al donationg
o tearners Biilks Fund, /o TOWL
Am &4, 1273 Hanneite 51 Landan
WICE N -2 1068

HELF Baocisiisl Chrallemga oy awing
Four  Jumsh il the  Haokoay
Supperlams Groug. | pou =an pour
jumble “coverisg, dng Dudie on
A%E-BTBD o hnng il inle e papars
iticme wihin oo fast lerinighl

BREDADSIOE Vot Worasm Thaabep
MIQUITD O v SellisE ol @Rl Soinadc,

Bath  heil  2imE Long  lem
mammibremnt. Wrise M Holbein
Houss, Holbse Pl.. London W,

Phens (1450 0832019730 K10
FOUR S00ALISTE cckiss bor 4
roomed 1 RCuse 9 MOl dr Emes

Loanduin. Mhane Wk [ -308°8501 .

thos will lre syl |-

CLEVELAND &nll Fasodal Gomet.
tr=’r Pock Againal Param with e
rauph and rapges digoe — Thinz &
Jung ot the ook Gardes. Wi
Ae Fuiidlisabmugh,  Bar B ZFam
Tockg Tho e Tedasds Prly S0,
Soufhliald 3d

HULL Rock Afaedl Racdim préssria
Wisly and lopal baec Foobo al toa
Siipertiore and fnceam Lulk Foalem
Cald, &4 Fro & dune & Ba= Ticksld
ER & cdoor Jof ning  CHw'l - BS0JR
COMRAADE BEEKS mtcomaCdahicn
SO, WS prafer %W Londan in
figt share. Faase phone Ashaok 253
Er s b

COMMITTEE bo Oelena Caachosioek
B inialn praments & mapecls orape-
ing ol ‘Hasgrnass in Tasarsy Ve’
dopemanlary ~ compilmian . on b
wanre LHAE-EE n Crechosovakie Sun
18 dute. Spm al The Scala Sreama
Tolvenham® 31, Leaden W1, Ticksls
E1.G0 or b= sdanos 1nom iha Othe
Bsawrban mf £1, 41

WALES WONER'S Lietratcn  and
Sreslinm Sonferanna, Ses 74 Jyne at
lw=.. Shwdorts  Uews  Badging,
Emiyn '.il wawpor. Feglesralian €1
en I'i“- Hipi Iing  hood
Spoakirs scm: Janny Lenn, Qi
Barry Braumonl ang Pam Fenakds,
fiNMkERCRE,  crepta, mapring  bocly
Tzt Wi = &id.

SPAATICEST publiz —.eullnp Tha
Lanlnis? panits- on i ks wd

the national - quissl of il' ST ETATE]
agni=al oeral guill. 7.30pm, Fri &

dune. Conway Rall, Ass Lon S,
wondan WG

BANCHESTEM 1ok Against Racism
premenis The Cimerony sed China
Strawi, In e Mancbeste  Bop
Hudents Unicn, Covandish Hooss
AllRines, Maschastar on S 34 Ju'a
Ao TN Leksta TSn or £1 on
1P Seer

WiHAAM, 30 aevks wemas o sham
house and gamen, dicas Clacham
dpnilicn, ram £ —[lpzm—ioar
rHdgen ine -2 SYHNITHE.

IN BRIEF

P B o il e
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Print/ Media workers
to tackle NF

The campaign (o sbop  (he
media ireating the MNadonal
Front & a legitmate polideal
party  recelved a  powerful
Tarst lusi week, reports JOHN
THACKARA.

&1 § meeting of nearly a
hendred in Fleet Street, a Print
and Medm Workers  Against
the Maxs: (PMWAND cam-
palpn was launched 1o unite
journalists, prnters uned
broadcasiers againsd the possi
Bty of an NF “party pobitical
brosdcas’' m  ihe General
Election

The
RCRCGA

resence of Rill [_ﬂ-s.
Lierry  Filrpatrick

INATSOPA), Depnis  Mac-
shame (MLI)  and  George
Jerram {MGA] on the platform
inclicntes the limited bt
unprecedentsl conperation de-
weloping among media unions
on rhis &pect of edilonal

CONPERT,
The NGA- gnd ML have
already agrsed A eode  of
praclice on  race  reporting

which inchiles  provision for
Lthe withdrawal af labour and
other prind wnions could now
[allow sual.

With the unkons affillated 1o
the ARL {or considering k)
now including the TY unions
ACTT amd ABS, the baisis
enlFs (of a powerul edication
and propaganda  offensive
sgRinE  such PrOErAmmes as
the infamous Ludicrous Ken-
nedy Tonigh!” mterview. with

Wekbster,
The Campaign  Apgminst
Racisan  in the Media  ancd

PrW AR bave aleeady apreed
[0 coDpErate jo  Serling up
meetings to discuss the media,
peblicising  the NWUL/MNGA
dgreement, and campaigning
againgl the MNF geiting TV
Lignia,

The resilis ol CARM™S
monitorme of the BEC and
ITY, now geiting omderway,
should  provide sxira infor-
mazion  and  ammunition,
PMWAN i planning. =«
delepale conference. for misl (o
ldte swinrner 1 work oul a plan
of action, so becal grouaps
requiring speakers or infor-
masion  showld cantpce
FRMWAN al the AMNL address,
of thiough CARM at PO Box
0, London N1 2XP.

]

ANL Conference

THE Anti MNan Lesguc s
holding 3 natonal conference
in Porchesier Hall, London on
Saturday ur]u.- All  AML
B . Al I.'IE‘L'HE.DI:I'I.I'I:I.I.'.I“-E
lnliE bour movement  bodies
shoabd  send  delepares. Cre
dentialy are available from the
Andi Nazi League, PO Box
151,  London WC2H 710

ANL Northern
Carnival
FLAMS are well wnderway Tor

i Morthern Anti-Man League
Carmival in Maochester on 15

fuly. &inge the Carnival in
Landon, Anri Mazm  Leagoe
F i als Bipve ERTIRNE up

MOZAMBRGLE, ANGOLA and hue
82 Bigzai: Frotdems ol i Transdion
e Sccimiam. One day oonlenoe
Eal 22 duea, Tiwm In 5,30pm, Alrica
Canbrp, 35 King S, Leacden WGT
Bagainne rroduped I::.I Auwih Firal
Wi Wollam, § rurd_ Flus
Him on klazam bLl.u e Pacpin
Dganieed  Asgistration  £1  [ras
Weczaimi Jus  Angola  @wd Gulng
Flomatian  Cantes - 33 Precy - 5
Loemagon W

FOCALIN — bFmand's unly swincs
Taparice. 30 for specimes copgs |
13 ey Lodge,  wiokdew S,
—endi WG

FEMINISTS arc Socllinls wee wan
B Bl W mdilan] campaigs againg
ol aapeaia al SO mancie sivarming
aie mestizg on Moo 19 June al Fgm
B Endulmigh 51, London WCH Al
Wi | STl

GAY SOCIALISTE sevk acccmmoda
lon lar 3; 3 or & 4 Covnal Langen
g Aol £1- 550 8oL

WORKING WOMEN'S CHARTER
Campasgs nasional conlamnss, Me--
eneser Poly, 7 aod 1B Juno. Furthier
Inda feam: Pat Craes oIas. 2. dB
Gpnng Bank. Hull. Ta Hull 453 243
WOMEN'S LIBERATION bacgas -
an whig 2vailess from.J 0 leces S0
Er-nlunl. 20 Bom 50, Landa~ W Ja8,
Coal. 18p amch poua T o plp, arip
apch for oedirs 4l 10 or g,
GARNERE STRIKE. Confanings bo
discups how ba win It, Thursdey 22
Juiia, s T, 30pm, Trsnapori Housa,
Amilih Sejuar, Lordion: SW1
Supporad by the SE RAegion TUL,
Aeglon 1 TAGRWE, Orewier London
Teadas  Couscll, mad Hwa  sirika
a0 .

THE OTHER BOOKESHOP ramia a
lulbcirsd Siige: cleck oo tdki dwar
BAGANSD Ty - lar iby menaosting.
Wegee are L8] pit sk oiud TRl
Applicants mups be creganad Lo waik
heir shise o Suhrdays’ Foaliive
discrimasabon eaad,  Furher
daloils fram Seewr, Shalleor &lan on

M -32E 257

throughour  the porth  of
England, All of them are
amming o make ' the Man-

chester carmival a8 seocessial
EvieiEt.
Aldrcaddy

dictloni

there  ane . pie-
Chamt - ower 1000
will g to- hear the
ks, "Stesd Pulz= and
bands in Alexancra

ather
Park

Spomsors inciude the Morth
Wedd TUC and the Miness”
Lnion, ‘which will be Sringing
e Baneds. The day will starl
wilh & march [rom Sirange
ways Frison &t 1 foon.

Students Against
the Nazis

STUDENTS Againsf the Maxis
have called a day of action on

BOGIALIST FEMIMIST smmbs cwr
raom it ahared  Hol ! socsn '
Camuuile rghas e, Fing Mege
Il -ald DEFI day).

DRAQANISING  sgainer  /malmm in
aducalion, & day canlesnce fo Ba
Fald al fitrahar Moss GCaren,
Crzetid Bd, Mancheslar B on Sal 24
Juns o ilam e Gpm, Sgonscees by
ANL and WSS, Detaila CARE, @ia 2%
Haweld 2, Presiwich, Manchesler 25

ROCE AGAINST RACISE hanallt for
Lopghosedean  Behaal  Dalesce
#cdam and Iha #&rcs CSrisle, iha
Enchantem, Carnfes video, 17 Juna
Sgan, Sowth Bank Poly, Foisey 51
Elooeanl and Castie Londan. €1 55,

'FRGHT AACISM' badges and T-shins
|_I'|.l.|1uﬁl hilgck o white, ahirfs blmsck
o el TR T | 1}

Show mhaenyou Sland during iha fon g
het suTser  Cvder yourd nos.
Bisdgua, 15; aach piva Tp pdp, or 11p

oach for ordies of lan of mam,
T-ahime, L2 saoh plud 16p p&p. From
J. Wiaon, SC BOpdges, AD Box &,

London M1 25P

Wednesday 28 June. That day
supporters. will be leaffeling
schiods and colleges. 00,000
leaflers  will be  dimributed
natomakly

Oldham SKAN

AFTER rhe saspension of two
school stodenls  for  weari
AL badges, Oldham Schoaol
Kids Against Lhe Nads are
miapming & serles of modest
activities, Eight schoots i thie
aren are involved, with ar least
&l schonl students taking part
in e activily

Planned s far are. o Rock
Apainst - Raciun social, a
meeting 8 whicl Tarig Al will
speak, and & mass petitioniig
of schools to demand the riglht
L wear AN hadges,

INTERMATESHAL BOCIALIET Al
prabsonferane, "70HE JunA, Alncs
Canieg, King 55, Londan WEE A
=5 meEmbors waloa=a and dihers
symmihining wHh t-a alm al 3aitng
up B new unifed - revelutocany
organisalion, Cragre *aalliies. Creo-
anflsla B2 Socimants . (00, o
dotomanis onbp @l &8p) frem R
HE‘IB;H 45 Falklend Road, London
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SOWETO COMMEMORATION MARCH

Friday, 16 June, 5.30
Malet Street, London WC]

March to rally at Central Hall, Westminster

Called by African Students’ Union

Backed by Anti Apartheid Movement
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IRELAND

Last Thursday

something quite
happened. Television technicians working on the
Thames Television programme This Week went on
strike in protest against political censorship.

They refused to put out a substitute comedy
programme after the Independent Broadcasting

IRELAND’S TORTURE £

Amnesty Report

From brain
damage to
rape threats

AMNESTY

International

is a conservalive

organisation. It does not enjoy taking ‘democratic’
countries such as Britain to task for their behaviour. It
took a long time before it decided to investigate the
persistent reports of torture by Britain in the North of
Ireland, and even then limited its ‘mission’, and did
not, for instance, investigate allegations against the

British Armv.

Despite all this, the repori unresec-
vedly confirms tse various ‘allegations'
il imvestigaied. In the process it all bat
pooses  Moplern Ireland  Secretary
Roy Mason of covering up the
‘maltreaimsent’;  says  Lhe  police
authoritics in the Morth of Leeland lied
consistently; and accuses the Morthern
Ireland judicial overscers of disregard-
ing even their own [liberal ‘rules’
conceThing Lhe ireatment of suspecis.

The Amnesty mission looked ar 78
cases, o random sample and only a very
small propomion of those who bave
said they were beaten up, tortured o
mverstally assmalted by the BLAC. In half
of these casss medscal evidence was
available and, says Amnesty, 'this
report places great eonphasis on medical
evidhence and in particular the reports of
doctors who examined the compiain-
anls”. Amnesty ndes thar ‘i no cass
{was there) reason to dishelisve any of
the medical reporis”.

EVIDENCE

The report detgils a member of the
cased examined for which theie was
corrodrative  medicel evidence. For
expnple!

‘age Mo 62: Mule, arrested 1977 and
broaght to Castlersagh Holding Centre
amdl - detpined Tor theee days heloore
being released withour chorges.
Mulirentrment alleged: benting in face,
stomach and head. Bending ol wnsis,
bending of arm agninst his back, Deing
throwwn apainsd a wall, chaking to the
extent that he hecame WIGONECioWs,
bair pualling.

Skems haemaloma invalviog the pinna
of the left ear, awmatke perforation of
the b=t eardium with bloesd staining m
the duchiory canal,

Several - broises  ower o the et
sternomasiobd  muescle, el shoulder
tp, night  forshesd  left eyelid
srronniding - ared,  pght  seaperoid

magsche, Tight shoulder, on the back,
right elbow, bell elbaw, teach rib in the
beft wide, nimth rib at eternnl end, upper
ahdoamen and below befi knes,
Condusion:  There is  consstency
heracen the Blleg=] malirextment and
ihe sipng,'

The effect this type of "questioning’
had on the individwals i3 Ulnstrated m
case Mo, 74, in which the man arrested

— held For three days in Castereagh
and then released — stated he had
received the following ireatmeil:

' .physlcally exhnpsting procedures,
Generzl beating. Fingers pressed ander
ik, Was apun round and round, head
banped against o wall. Theeats tor kill
lidm,

e of Lhe mlerrogaiors tode on his
bk as il lue was i horse and foresd him
to cout hales in the wall. One of the
inlerragators forced him b eat mucus
froem his {the interrogator's] nnse,

Sympioms: palient grated chat while
he was in Castlereagh he wns mentally
unbalanced Lo the extent that hetrled to
lsang himsell".

After examining  the  medical
evidenoe i this case Amnesty conclude:
There |z copsistency  betwesn  the
alleped maltreatment and the sipns’,
.ﬂ.uj this phrase, of 8 similar ane, i
reprated oftén in the vast majority of
Lt case shpdies.

It is the concluslon to che study of
Caze Mo, 71 e which the folowing
alizensions wie supported: Cthroats,
peating, hairpulling, direct brawma 10
ihe hend, hesd banged apwinst & wall,
Kicking, Thrown fo the Noor, o of
fhe interrogators jumped o his hack,
Choking. Penis and Lestbcles bwisted.
Biearen io kidney anss and on his back
witls a choir,’

BRAIN DAMAGE

Five cases “were examined i desail
by the migsion's medical dedepates’
The sabjecr in one of these, Case M3,
alleged — ‘psychologically  xhousting
precedurs, threacs, bearngs, humibi
ating, attempls o selfocaie kim'. The
medica]  evidenoe,  davs o Amnesly,
strongly corroborates the case that
maltreatinent took place”

I this case the conseguence of the
Ureatmenl was especially serious, with
Uhe victim “suffering Troom soame degree
ol opganic hrein damage .

This terrifying phrase also opours in
Cage Mo 27, i which  duriiig
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extraordinary |

guestioning, the wictim tried L commit
giicide. He ended wp in a mental
hospatal,

Women prisoners were 8lso subjec
i paychodogical tecror, The woman i
Case Mo, 12 alleged: "Threal of rape.
Threats that her clilld would be taken
away from her, Thrests thar her
hushand  would be  told  she  was
unfaithful  we  him..  Thieats  of
clectroshock... Degrading iréptmerl
ther skist was  Hifted),  intimidating
procedures;., - the light in ke
interrogathon room wis turned ot and
che was (hreprened witls rapes’,

The wmall number of  ‘tzell-
inflicted’  injuries weed coused, say
Amnesty out of desperalion — in the
hope that the wvicin  would  be
translerred  to hospital. - Doclors
Aaniesty spoke to confirm that “the
simulation of injuries for the purpose
of defaming ke police was very rare',

The Amtisesty mission also severely
criticise  the  Morth ol treland

authoritics for Blatantly disregarding
judges pules in chit the "denial of access
1o solisitors o persons arresbed. . i
standard practice’. Similarly actacked
i the svsremn by which the police lkandle
compliinls againgt them, These, says
Amnesty, are “deficient in practiee’,

While Msmnesty chows (heir words
carelilly, while their recommendatians
are somewhat mild — although even
thase, including  the demand for a
public ergulry, have been rejected by
hdazan the truth is pol bard @0
discover,

Britgin L5 torturing  Its - political
oppaents in the Morthof Ireland on g
persisient  and  regulsr basis. It is
disregarding even its oan limited legal
salepuards and ies policy maksrs have
lieed 10 all and smndey about whal has
lsecn going omn,

Such ix Britain in Ireland e VTS, as
it has besi for mony pears previows and
ns il will be for many psars [0 come.
Until, quite simply, they ger oul,

nquiry farce

Who'’s for a
Widgery?

SOME SAY Britain has only contributed starvation,
death and torture to Ireland. This is not true. British
presence there has also extended the English

language.

The present troulles have produced
a new phrase heard ‘in the Morth of
[reland; namely, fo do a ‘widgery'.

The term means o whitewash’, and
irderiwed Tram the public inauuicy Lord
Chief Jigstioe Widgery hidd joro the
evenls of Bloods Sunday, Fanosry
1972, That wis when [4 civilinns on an
antinternment march In Desry were
pupmed down by British - para-
[OCQPErs. -

Widgery s engquiry produced 02-
markable conclosions, He apeesd tho
all 17 {the fourteenth was Later to die in
hospital) had- been killed by British
Army bullers,

Farmer Army officer Widgery coulbd
il sugpest that wl the moste three ol
the 12 hagd ever heen in contast with &
firgprm, and that even then the
evidence was far from concluiive.

Andoveis gaid the Lord Chief
Justice, *There s mo resson U0 SGpp0se
thigd Lhe soldiers would bave ‘opensd
fire il they had mot een fred wpn
furgt!, (Mok pne soldser recsived any
jurs e "Auldicrs who idenliliod
punmten fired upon them in scciadance
with. standing orders... Ther: was na
peperal breakdown in disciptine.” he
concladed,

Sne of the mare trushiul journalisis
who has coversd Mortbern  Treland,
The Goardinm's Stowon Winchesler,
WhHE AR evE wiloess fo the evenls,
Indeed he was shot gt himsell by the
Army on Lhe day,

He disagresd vislenthe with Widgery
el was later to comneent (not in The
Conrdian of conrse), “Bloody Sunday,
thaiks to the propagands merchanots

and a hall dozen lary (iournsiizc)
hacks, was now & chosed book with tha
Irish ully to blame’.

Widgery was following & well
teodden path, The previous vear
amocher Britsh Jovernmenl enguiry
hended by Edniund Compian leeked
inider Aoy aid patice hruwlity agains
the early vichims of inlécmment,

For brs ‘evidence’ the commities |

relled upan 143 witnesses, all bt thres
from Army, police o prison sl Rol
surprisingly, Uhe conclusion was at
there wus no bratalay,

The Findings were 4o he tolally
discredited by the Europan Court of
Human Bights, which despite many
Fuilimgs did sy thai Britsin was guny
ol Cillcreptment', ‘inliooan oand
degrading' pianishmeni. and  al
wiolating she Charter of Homan
Wiphes, This, Rz Lhe same prachces
Camplon had vikdicered

There is alrgady svedencoe thal e
Lapesl enguily will he fallowing rhis
cradition, beowill par leok ol fase
hHastaries, pur pnly “police prosedurs’.
Auid according 1o the Movthern Treland
alfies it is unlikely Lhat the eoguiry wili
even consider whethes this ‘procedure”
ig sdhered Lo i praciacs.

Mo siredictable 0t all the eaquiry,
tiy be el i seerer, will be cliakred by n
British jodpe, Bur even this lajes
Cower-up hne  already  owr-done
Widpery, Terek  Willord of Bloody
Hunday wis awaided an GRE afler U
Widgery enguiry, bor sl week a
certain Michael MoAatamney was
awarded an OBE McocAtamney s
Assaaaint Chief Canstable ol e Eaval
Ll Constabulary

Authority had banned the transmission of a Thi
Week programme on the Amnesty Internatior
report detailing the treatment of suspects
Castlereagh interrogation centre near Belfast.

This action of the technicians was the first time an
such political protest has been held by televisio

ens
This

BILLY BLEASE beca
received a baronage in
Whai, you may ask has

of This Week? Quite a b

Biease was Tormally the Morthe
Trelaid Officer af the Irish Congr
of Trade Unioms (MO T U and has bes
a leading oflicial in Morthern L8
reade unians [0 more v - thar o
wrade unionists in the Morth al 12l
care Lo pemember .

His povernorship of wade uniomnik
in dreland Tas born predicintle Trui
Unemploement ai three or foui Dins
the 'British avorage”, wigge rates as |
thaun two-thirds the Bnlish aversgs
witike raics the Jowest in the LK, -and
Cutholie unemplésment e and ah
mies thal of Proledtanis. ]

MWa-nne coubd aecuss Bally Alease
havipg the imapinnrbon, the ability, o
the porwer Lo be pesponsible for all
Pt heizd done Jittle bocleaos I aE
fight against it Doring ks eadership
trade aniemism i Morherr  Irelund
hiaa  peoided  [akiasg camy  pobidics
sogition on the nacional gpesstion o
1nes activities of the Bricish  Asin

iich s the pegord of Rilly Bleass
with one ounission, Hizase 1x alzo
directer af 1he Independent Broad
cagting  Awthaority, and che  onl
member nf that body whe lives n i
Sorth of Irsland, He s locked L
the [RA @ Lo “Irish expert”. And b
wits present tast week when the [B
directars  bomned  the This' We
prograstine om o Lhe Anuusty Roepen

Ssoather directon is Tam Carburs,
famper Lt Colopel inthe  'Pabli
Reiatlons® directorare of the Briis
Army in Incdial eherg s {hristoplicg
Blatd wha s a former director n 1h
Cioesrnment s Morthern Lreland B
nanee  Corpormien and ca forme
afficer tit the British Acmie's 'Lk
regiment,.  the  Royal  ooiskitli
Tirageans, has an impressive Lol
ba..:ﬁ'_-'_rru.lnd.

CABAL

There are the wsaal bussh of Lor
and Ladi=s and te whole cehal
neadaxl by o Lady  Plowdsm, Facio
directar af Trust Houses Foste wh
et piebisting activivied have heci
snmeshing of & =zend in sight win
aircles,

This Bunch of establisipment e
wias ong  ingredient in” the lste
exampls nf censoesitip on Irelnd,
U wephd he wrong to rhink Dkelan w
the .omiy e DT Even the o
srmartanl. Borly the [BaA and th
Ma-thern Lpciond OFfice vkl Socdali
Chullerise Thers was oo Jirect Somiad



|

workers. Their action was later supported by the Report, the action of the technicians is not surprising.
technicians’ union and by the National Union of
Journalists whose executive bitterly attacked the
censorship and has called for the resignation of the
IBA's chairperson, Lady Plowden.

But upon reading the Amnesty International

suspects.

It is a truly damning document confirming that the
police in the North of Ireland have indulged in all

manner of physical and mental assaults on political

GEOFF BELL reports on the Amnesty findings and
on the censorship of This Week.

IND BRITAIN’S SILENCE

they
yred

Neck

a Lord last week. He

he Birthday Honours list.
s lo do with the censorship

befweérn them over the  Adbisbsly
programmme. They arc probably welling
Lhe frisdh.

As far as the MNorcherm  lreland
(it is concerned the need has long
gone for such direst imerference. This
Week hac been a favourtie targel far
the Hritish Governmenl and Tory
opposilion [or-some tme. s reponer
Peter Tavior peoscoled three pro
gramumes [ownrds the end of las year:
oil e Crocen®s wisit, on condibions m
Loeng Kesh and on lan” Passkey. Only
the one on Paisley escaped . virilent
criticism = by the Covornment  of
cepsorship amd Jdelay by ihe [BA

Bl the propramme which angered
tse  althorilics mos was on the
treatiment af suspects-in Castleresagh
sorecned  |ats Oicledber, in whach &
number of  dociors, lawvers  and
sunpects deiaibed the ivpe of treatment
winch Amnposty has now cnkarged on,
The reactisn of the suthorities to the
programone was immediate

‘'VERY ANGRY"

Yorthern  Irelond Secretary  Boy
‘lasom sent an olficial letter of proces
b the 1HA, und 3 slatermneni from the
Fartheri Lreland Cffice added that he
wid vl v angry indeed”. In parliameni
wlason elaborated: ‘1 d6 noz think
reporiers oF  [elevision  prodibeoTs
sivondd opeiaie in this fashion. Thames
Television are members of the [TBA
whe have o code of concduct...] am
sorry - they (the [HA) allowed the
presgramme Lo g ot . ]

The BUC jolned the altack, saying
W gl leel that Thame: Television is
ewiliy ol extreme resgansibiliny. which
1:4_- purr the lives of policemen hers ad
..... ditional risk. Chur Chied Constabls
will nodd led” them  gel away with @l
Ciker puble condemmations followsd
I Adgey Meave  and Jahn
Piggs Draviseen ol Lse Todles, aod in the
mevt eoupde ol wecks the pressurs
an Thames Television and the TRA was
Rorease

i 2 Movember, Kennsth Mewman,

v Chied Constable of the RLUCS sl a
specind mesting with Lady Plowden on
the Thames programme and Ove davs

uter  Airey - oBedve  bad a8 sinmbar
weeling.  Tlieae jneehings, LEaken will
e oflbeal lemer of - proresz from
“igzon,  wore clearly  designed  to

eyress on the hinsses ol the THA that

such & programme should ool be

— E—

Lru o Dot B P T )

The official excuse [or nol screeming
the programme — thal the Ampesty
Heport. had  nor  been officially
puldished — is & cover up of stunning
ineptitude. The repor was due 1o go
o after Mason had made o public
siatemient on the Report amd by this
stittement the whaele affair becosne
public knowledge.

Mgalher can e THA excise Lhat e
prograsmime will be shown Bt s0me
future tane be  any  justification
According to the [BA the programmes
will not bhe shown this week when the
reporl does ‘ollaally”
any fulure programine can oy have a
mimirnul nmpct &y ihe Aomesty Reporl
will be thien old news

Bt despite tlwe fombling excuses of
the THBA, the telavision nauthorines
were  only Cinsiruments.  They were

instruments, of the Labour Govern
mert and Koy Masoo ol partecularn,

GREORGE GALE, & columnist
on The Spectator, published &
blood IRA oath on 15
May which he claimed came
from an army source. When i
was pointed ool (hai the oaih
was entirely bogus — it had, in
facl, been Faked im 1920 1o
Justify ihe activities of the
Black and Tans! Gale
‘regrefied” its publication the
following week.

LIZ CURTIS reviews how
the media has been manipu-
lated thanks to the efforts of
the Government and the Army
in the last decade,

The Army began o manipilais the
media for proghgancda porposes - a5
400n as soldiers arrived on cthe sirests

ol the Morth ol lrelamd in 19649,
Brigndier — nmow Gederal — Frank
Kitgon  Became commander of the
Beifast area «carly on Y the war,

In s book © Lew  lidensily

Crperatlons, publisbed da 1971, Kitsen
spellad our the stratcgy Tor winning the
propagandn. battles “The Crovermment
mitsl  pramosle ids own  cause  and
undiermine that of the =nemy by
disseminaling its view al the sihzaion,
and thes wvolves & carelully plamned
rnd coordinaled cantpaien o wiar o
want nf p better word mast regrerably
be enfled. psychalogical operations,'

By Febiruary 1976 the Army had
mene thian 40 press  officers in the
Motth, wilth a back-up stalt of ovwr a

! hnidred. s addition, the RLC had 12

full=ime  press  officers, and  the
Giovernment  bad 20 Belfast-based
puhlic relations afficers

L be efbectivendas of thaie eliarts was
shown when [an Smith oceeded an
overseer  for o his  propaganda  barrle
apainst Simbahwe fibfrarion forees,
Simelh hired [ormer Major Kichard
Stasnnard, Feory 1573 to 1075, Siapnrd
biad sereed lo Belfast and, adeording Lo
thie 5 February, 1977 issue ol The
Guardian, “mazecinmded & highly

ok ol and |

wiek for over: |8 months bave : been
thresiening pelevision nuthorisies with
wl soris of reprisais of they dare o
gisestieon  the  Aritish  progazanda
maciune which operates in the Morth
of Lrelamd,

For example, [ast Jlansary, Mason
threptened  the BRAC  with  the
impapsition of ‘Denorices”, wherehy the
Ceovernmen! woeld impose blackours
o newspaper; radio and TV coverags
ol wErtamm events i e Mok of
frefand. Ar  ibe - sanse  meeting,
Siason reminded the BBC povernars
ihar he was one of the people wha
docided  whether . the  Corporaried
shinald g=t a new chazier and whar s
Ialare incxame should he,

Those less knowledgeable of frikh
atlaire might, oord fast week, have
wondered "What have the government
gt 10 hide?', Last week the Amnesty
Report gave the answer, but apswers
are oy efFective il they cicn be heard,

succesilul  propagands cRMpARign &
the high bevel prcss coniact for “off
the record bricfings". . mixing closely
with journalings based i Bellast.”

The pressure exeried’ by the Army
amd the Govermmenl on the media bas
had s effesy. When the BBC recenily
gensored the seven-part  seriss "The
Irish Way' — resulting in  producer
Colin Thomas' conrageons resignitbion
— g of the scenes they cul was,
sipnificanily, a shod of Ca mother
plaging Aowers on her san’s grave, The
grave wis inscrilbed  CMurdecsd by
Aritish Soeldiers'.

Armodg s ma that have never
bevn shown are Kennsth Goffiths
fim  ‘Hang ©Owt  Your  Brehiest
Colours” areout. Michael Colling - and
the 1930 War ol lndependenen made
for 1TV, and a recent play “Willie'
made for the BEC. “Willie" is the trus
sory of 2 boy now in Long Kesh,
senvicted in the Morth's nn-firy comarts
foi- @ arimie hie never coanmatLed.

[ the aftermath of inlermeomen!
late 1971, JHY lewding jourmalisis came
ingether in Lnndon [0 prolest agaims
the censorship of  disclesures abour
toriure and  al  the  bBanoiapg  of
programmes ataur the [RAL Cne of
Lkpae ar the miecting was  Jooathan
Drimsbleby anather was  Jobn
" Callaghan of The Guardion, later (o
regign over the paper's ediarind policy
on Ieeland,

A lnng puhtic silence an the quesion
duririg the follrsing vears was onky
hrerken in 1976 by Jonarhan Dimbishy
and the subseguent formneion of the
Cameaign Jor Free Speech on frelund
Ihia vear The dsaies has meally: opened
up. Cofin: Thomas and Themes TV
proghicer David Elslein have resipined.
A& resnluiion condenuting cersovship
an Irelend was passed by a pwo-thirds
majurly  alo fhe o NUDE annual
confercice,  Apd now lass wesk
Thampes TV technidians  fook  om
anti-censarshipsirikes acrion,

wledia workess ave fioakly breaking
Pz o Uselr fesbeenos and inhihitions,

ard are @b lwal prepared pablizly bo |

stand up fur the right 10 repo leeland
A Lhew see il

Censored journalist

‘It stinks’

PETER TAYLOR I ihe
Journalist an This Week who

was  responsible  for  the
hanned programme. He told
Socialist Challenge  his  re-
action.

It was a disgraceful act of
political censorship. This s
the third programme on
Ireland which 1 have had
banned or imerfered with, but
ithis is the mosi serious.

We did the original investigations
imn Castiereagh st Oviober and
received u huge amount of polites
Mok for it Bel whiei Amnesty has
smid ool only viedicsled oor
beyond .

amd hefore the .i.mrlﬁl} Reparl nas
ol lkcially puldisbed.

What

To sne @ stulement in this comexi
is unprecedented. The Imibepemntdend
Broadensting Authority Uhen baoned
the programnie withowl even seedmp
it Tmames Televishon profested
stromgly, They have siood hy as
thrmieghmt,

The whole thing stinks and it's n
muller of huge public concern.
Feophe jusl ave (o wake ap [0 what
Is happening, both im repard to
censorship  amd i Cpstlesengh,

Irelpnd is tle mos sensitive of the
lmi. Bui people hove the right o
kmirw whot's going on in Dreland.
There's heen A cover-up abosn the
whaole slination.

When we iry 1o shine o chink of
light we pre immediniely pal onder
emrmans  pofitical | pressure  and
although  the Ammesty  Bepon
shmilicaled sur ofiglasl posithon, the

Mﬂlhmmm

“The :.r'linn of The lli:hrl'luhlh WHY
cionruzesus. Thal was Che besl mews
ol i wigk,”

cand

The Adpesty R-':p-:-rr hps already
been o arAcked by the  British

{rovernment and thers is no sign that
The bechmigues used al Castlereagh snd
elsewhere will be stopped.

This 15 ool because Boy Mason 13 a

you

sadist, hur hecause through beating and
ioriring suspects this is the oaly way
Trmain  can g=1  the ‘coofessions
pecessary Lo fprove’ Ty ane winoing
Lhe Irish War.

Fortunarely rhers nre: atready - plions
well under way 1o hedd the type ol
pablic emgeiry Ampealy  has- beéen
refused by Mason. This iz the
[rmterpalional  Trbumal on  Brilain's
Preseoce un Ireland which i backed by
l=ading tracde unioi orpsnisatbons o
Treland and Biatas:, as well gz a hoss af
international fipures. =oedallst Chal-
lenge asks all its readers 1o bold this
Tribupal, which can be contackal cio
182 Uppes Street, Lopdon M1

More immediately oo 9 July @
demonsiraton lakes place 1 Loibdai
om the Lrestmenl of Lrish policicsl
prisomners and on thelr fght ro palirical
slajus,

The  Amnesity  Keporl  gives gl
Socialel Challenge groups el all
remiers of the newspaper & aread
apportunity o build thas deoicasira-
tion- imin the fargeil peomeED Apmine
Feritish paodicy am Irelamt which this
conniry luas waen Lor @ pumiEer of years.,

Build [or the demnsiration, ander
cuaches, pass motons of support in
tedde union, Labonr Purty ond stedent
uiklon branches,

End she Silence?

Erndd the Tarture!

Britain aut of Tredand, Mow!
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INTERNATIONAL

IF WE were o draw up s list of the
major world “hot spois” over e past
yenr, ome of its most siriking fearures
would be the mumber of African
opuntries on  il.  South  Africa,
Zmmbatvee, Zaite, Angola, the Horn
— @il have vied wilh thal traditional
‘crisds zome”, the Middle Easi, lor the
grientbon of mmperialist pislcy makers
andd diplomacy

Little wonder that, in the wake of
the. recent siruggle i the Shaba
Prowince of Zaire, the coordinatkon
of imperialist and African counter-
reviluliomary efforis has become &
cardimal international pssue,

[s il pust @ commcidence that all these
things should e goimg on in the
Alrcan comtinend 3 the present tme?
Cenainly, every Alrican country has
i individual features and problems
{end more. 50 the various feghons of
the continent)

Bat evén in Europe, the particular
conditbons of each coontry do ot
owerrsde Lhe [act Lhat they are part of a
wiod|d caplralist svstem: the penmy off
the income (2%, the French votes, and
the bulles in More's brain all rellec
the crisis of capitalism,

IMPERIALISM

How mach treer this is in Africa,
where social forces and problems
ngitating the conlinent #em from a
angie, cemiral source: o cemtury of
colomial dosmnation followed by
continuzing exploitation al the lands
of imperiafism.

Themasi graphic example of tus is
ime Fact that the boandaries of almos
every Alrican country south of the
Sahara (except Ethlopisl refloct not
ihe history of the peopie of thai
coumiry, but the sconomic interests of
and dipiomatic manoewvres of the
imperialist powers 10 years apgo.
A Frica bewrs Lhe stamp of cofomizlism
and npertalian in 4 far deeper and
mare eviden way than even the rest of
the “third world’. This is the starting
print for understanding the pressni
crises 1m Afrien ond the imperiaksd
precocupation with them,

When imperiabism began i
expangion it encouniered people 10
various states of socizl development.
Somse were orpanised on B scale
suffickently limited thai the ‘civilisers’
cpuld do their work in the simpless
way — ithroegh physical or cultaral
exiermination. Ebewhere they en-
ominiersd  important  slafes and
civilsations, Here they needed — and
generally were 2ble — (o make deats
with the bocal ruling classes, who
brough  their subjecis  into  the
imperialist system in exchange for a
shiare of the loot, Afréca Fell berwesn
thess |wo exiremes,

DEVELOPMENT

The Alrican people were “permit
ed’ [0 Femaln in podseision of thear
Innds {once imperialism had creamed
off all that it needed in the way of
human powes for its plantations in
America, and grabbed some cholce
plods Torits "Eith and kin® in the Sauth
anvll Easl), but were browght s'holly
and directly under the tutelages of the
Amperialists’ colonial adminisiration

The long period of cobondal rule
brogght many changes o African
sockety, a5 it was remoubded in che
interssts of imperialism, Communal
villagers became producers of cash
croge Tor the tabbes and factories of
Europe. Cities grew up along railway
lines or &1 river mouths, with o new
clazs of prodetarians.

These changes opened up AfTica 1o
iw pibeas and aspirafeons, such as
natlonalism and socsalicm, and, as in
the rest of the colon@l world,
eventually forced imperialism 1o cede
independence.

In many ways, the development af
Africa smplified this task, The
colomial  domanation of  African
sociely had meand that there was oo
class wilhin that swciety capable of
leading a serbous strugpbe  against
imperialism.

Apart from a8 small number of
wealthy  farmers or urban traders
(mamy of whom, encoursged by
imperialism, came from outside the
comtinent, such as the Asinns of East
Alrca), thers wias no loczl robing
class. And thecramped and deformed
pafure of  sconomic  developmeni
under colonwalism meant thar the
working class was aill very viny.

But if there was o one Lo oppose
imperialism's manoeuvres, there was
Ao no one 10 stapd between
imperialism and ifs kocal agents and
the pent-up  frostration  of  che

the

I

Africa:

colonial
egacy

TWO YEARS after Soweto, Africa is in the headlines
again. ROY ALEXANDER examines why this
continent should be so explosive and explains how the
struggles in southérn Africa have to be seen in the

context of the continent as a whole.

exploited African masses, H the guist
independence ceremonies of the Gold
Coast and Migeria represented one
side of Alrican reality, the vinkem
revedly ol the Eenvan masses in the
g and the popalar revolls in the
Congo during the &Fs expressed the
other,

Africa hes thus always besn B
continent in which imperialiam has
hought freedom of mangeuvre At the
price ol permamend  insecurity.
Impenalism in = rime has used
vArious  wespons  to counter  this
threat,  ramging Trom  deliberate
cconome: and political  zabotage
theaugh to military interventon. But
ils principal weapos has been s
ceonomic power, and the economic
weakness of the African stabes.

Almast every African siate that has
taken an 'anti-imperialist’ turn 1o the
left has sooner or later 1 come- to
prips with the Tact that imperizlism
comrols the markets for s poads, The

BOCIALISTCHALLENGE 15Juna 1876 page 10

-Il.' & il!',

;- e

rechnical kniowwhed ge nesded 1o extrac
them, amd the capital regquired Lo
carry  oul effective prodoction aod
distribulion.

I this lsas oo led 108 voluntary
reirean (as in Guinea) then economic
and social chaos bas ensued, in which
the well-timed  military - coup  has
closed the matter ins in Ghanal. ..

The reason for this Failure of Lhe
African nationalist paditicians lies 1
the Vet thar they have all been drawn
from U oy middie ciass that
developed under cofordalism, and
have reflected the inrerests of this
R CrLl .

Beorm and bred our of colonialism,
they have been unuhble 40 challenge &
— a5 reflecred incheir inabikiry tolcer
the  imperialist-drawn - boondanes,
which fragment African slates and
mimimnise their econamic ansd poditical
it th.

This ha: meant thar independence
heas nor prodeced any major changes

African

_ development  of
popnomics and societics,  Today, ac

in the

100 wears - ngo,  Africa remeins
predomimantly & prodecer of raw
materials — agriculioral and mineral
far  American and European
ieduskry.
Imperialist capital and know-low
{and rechnbcal personnell sonbinee ta
dominate Afrlcan productlon. Invest-

ments contines o0 flow oo
‘Lre.rra's‘.'um:rt' —  JOTIE; roads,
railways — rhet expedite  the

plunderning of African naiural wealth,
lepring anly small sums to develop
ather sectors of the economy,

The prolits earned o Africa
continge 1o flow into the calfers of
Lomdan, Parcls, Mew York, Brussels.
Indeed the rrade of eoar Afeican
commTies continues o be dominated
by whichever power previously served
a5 ther colomial mastes,

Asx @ result Adrica remains desphy
imprverished. Food produclion has

wagnated, aciuslly falling  behind
popelation prowth, S0 thai many
Adrican countries are in the absurd
positlon of growing cash crops for
cxpaTE in arder ro pay for the imporis
of food!

AlD

Westerny "akd' — mosr of ivdevored
o mecting  impenalist peeds —
iscludes a ﬁuu.-c loan element,  whicls
has pushed many African countries 8o
decply into debr that they have o
devote the majority of their tax
revennes o paying off the interest.

In the decighs afrer independence
many of these problems were hidden
e the grovectl of the world cconomy.
The  rapldly . cisop  demand - for
Afrbcan  raw - materials — boosted
coanomis Erﬂ“-"h nnd seate TEYETILIES,
so thal even  with  impersalist
super-profics and s=lfenrichment ol
the local =lite, the masses received
sime benelis.

Bual with the eod of the utipéranst
boom eouble slared 1o s o As the
demand - for African  produces
declines. Relief was provided for the
oil-praducers by the shift in world ol
prices nad the others recsived a short
breathing space from the 'comimaodi-
ties boom” of 197174,

Hiul For the past 4 years L soene
has  been  steadily  prowing more
gloomy, as export wivconies Tall while
the codt  of imports frome the
Iﬂ]MIL-BUE-'I COWRLres COqEans 1o
climb. Even one of the most powerful
and best-placed African smoles —
nil-producing Miperin — is in4rouhle,
lis current five-year economic plan,
hased om rising il revenues, has heen
baclly upsel as the @ier have sianed
Lo Talll Ag & pesult the Gosergment
lids been forced te ighten the people’s
bels for chem, producing  minss
sadent  demonstrafions over such
measures a5 the tripking of university
fees. Plans Tor  switching  from
military Lo civilian rule and sewine up
the precarious unity af the couscey
cannol but sufler,

DECLINE

it many wavs 1he present silughion
rsernbles that ol the éra in which the
idependence srruggles broke - oul —
an important period of ecomnmg
growth [ollowed by a sharp economic
cimtractiom.

Bul many things have changed
simee the 1¥50e, Sacially, the forces
that could peoduce an alternalive 1o
fimperislismand i1s allizs — the urkan
working <lass amd unemployed, the
rurnl - proletariar, the  mine  and
transpact wirkers — are Far sironger,

Ecommnically, imperialism is . fo
Lomger & svatem in growih, capabie al
providatg  even  Hedted . matertal
benelils of & convineing model for
solving the problems of the masses,
(the insistent pounding of imperéalist
creditors upon African doors are 5
constant reminder of that).

Politcally, the old  natsoralis
ileas o working - within . the
utiperkalist frasewark are Lhorouglly
disgredited, The new genetation of
African militants emerging &cross the
continenr it locking for more radical
scriictions, and is spwsire of the need 1o
hise their efforts upon the exploited
TREEES

Moreover, imperialism’s capaciry
to incervene  milicerily,  gpiven  the
presenee of  new o anii-imperialiv
mrwers [such as Cubal, s deleat in
Vietnam, and the continuing
disillussonment  with  ienpenialise
policies b s own heantband, s
severely limibed.

EXPLOSIVE

Afrkca will be one of the most
important cenires of world revedution
in the coming decade. Struegles and
grises. will break ‘oumr acroas  the
continend, but the solution liez In
breaking  the imperinlisi-imposed
hesizon and developing o coniBent-
wide siruggle.

It o part ol the workl are events in
different countries so inlerdependent
a5 in Africa. The key o the whole
sitaatfon lies n rhe southers region,
whese  the mosr powerful working
class Forces, the preatest ceondutiis
power, amd the most strategle
resiuTCEs are conpentrated,

It iz in this =puihern area thar
British imperialism continues 1o hold
the Trunt-ling, thas placing & spacial
responsbility on o the lefi’ in - this
euniey 16 hght For the defence of the
Afrbcan revoldulion,




Chile

INTERNATIONAL

Round one to

hunger strikers

HUNDREDS af  Chilesn |
hunger  strikers  aroond  the
world have wan e First rownd
of thelr sirmpgle io discover the
whercabowts of thelr misslng
retatlves, The jumts has iokd
Chilean hishops thad it would
Inak mio the cases.

Im o pwess satement on B
lune the hunger sirikers i
Santizgd annoanced Thai they
weresnspending thexr striks Tor
B davs on the sarergth ol ths.

Argentine CP

Oither hunger sSCrikers -aroand
the world, mcluding those in
Britain, have followed suit
Bult the statemeni also
sreised that they  will pot
aeceq anvihing less than a full
inguiry into the "disappeaied”
prisoners which womald - place
thie hlame where i bedonps
The sHalemenl fiamed
Manuel Comtreras, ead of the
serret police, a8 one of those
responsible and indicated  this

e disappearances nad bsz=n
sanctioned by the Covernment,
The hunger strikers - alsd
thanked Lthe Chuarch and the
infernational sobdarity  move-
ment for their sapporl.
Colidarty 10 Hrilsin  has
pained  an o immportan wctory
wilh Foselgn Secretary Diavid
Chiwen s sHppart fior i
Parliamentary  delegation o
investigaie  humen  rights in
Chile. Speaking to o mesting o

‘Critical’ support

for junta

THE following inlerview
with Roberto Vallarino,
member of the Central
Commitiee of the Uom-
munist Parly of Argen-
fing, is reprinied from ihe
French magazrine ‘Le
Noovel (Whservatear’. [
was carried out by

Bernard-Henri Lévy.

Flaiw do  yam  see - the
rrlaliomship ol [orces inside the
wrmy T

Yery braelly, | sowld say
on (e ome hand there mre
Finpchei-type clements, ulirn-
reactionary;  on the  ather,
progressive  elements  whose

pendency is democrabic. That 15
the  bagic reahly whsch mo
acadyais can avoid.,
Whe are these progressive
clemengs?
If vou want names, [would say,
Videln, Massera A pomli,
Suarer Mason, [or evmnple
In wiher wards, the eatire
lrading agparaius ol ibe junia”
Ih One sende, vei. Bl | wold
specily that i’y & guestion: of
progressive  elements  and
lendencies
That means, = the same, thud
the iremd wof ©he pressnd
I'LH-EI“III‘ of  Afgenling i
Yl
114 a povernmeni where there
Exist |:uunr-.~s$n-lr tlements wha
are, fact cirrenily

French footballer

says:

‘Boycott
campaign
has been

useful’

THE French fedm in Uhe YWorld
Cujr have distinguished them-
selves by A hich stamdard of
piay. Bui they  have gl
distingulssed  themselves o
another respect: their willimg-
ncss i listen o opponends of
thr Videln regime wnd o
commil themselves W Iry L
rmise  Ehe guestion of  toe
represinn while in Argemibna.

The boyomil cankpesign masi
fake much ol tlee credit Tor this,
@ ihe Trodskyisi dally Roupe
discovered when it spoke 1o one
of France's leading  players,

DOMINIQUE RIMHETEAL
jmst.  before he  lefl  lor
Arpemiina.

Yo wre wwre of the sibuation
imside Argeplina’

T, [ ihink | konow about i [I.
15 cleas thar human rights aren’t
reapected . there.  We | have
received p dossier on the subject
from Argenrinian sxiles,

In March yom sadd to ws that o
hoveodi of the Workd Cup
wasn'l o sfalion. Yoo haven'l
chunged your mimd?

| have alwasys thought that the

dominant

Therelore vou  support  lhe
juntal

Mot exactly. Let us say rather:

critical seppore

The equation thai Videln equals
Taxcism ic therefore @ ermar in
VIFUT opiminm

A classically ndventurist error,
which can only =81 the
Argentindan people back

Back im redotion to whad?

I relation o the recend gaing ol
the workers and democribic
mnsermenl.
Such ws?
Well, For example, the fact thas
Arpeniing today accepls (rad
ing relations with all countres
whaiever  thesr weologicsl
regime, Bt there are alsn,
ibon't  forget,  Pimdchet-Type
elements who are opposed 10
1 hat

Franch taam in training
obiective ol a boyootl worldo™t

achoeve it . Bl wlsar 1'mn
gufe of s thar it's been wieful,
thai's unadeninkle

The boycon campaign bas
been able 1o enlighten  people
on the sifuarion in Argenrina.
The players have heen made
aware of it Many of them
digln't know  ahouat the
silpation.  Mow  they knmey
whete it is they'te going.
11's perhpps u goeel opporonity
Tuer the players 1o demonsirale
their supporl Tor 1he French
cilizems  wWho lave  Desn
imprisongd b Arﬂ.ll'l'ﬂ.llﬂ...
We'll see when we get there, [
don't knew if [ would feel able
o fdoospon my own. With
severil plivers, one coeld try o
do something.

It wpnld bhe necessary for the

Lhe Parlamentary Labour

Framy, he alep-agreed 1o et a |

depuration of the hunger
strikers, r
The  bhunger strikess  in

London, wenk from their two

week sirike, neveriheless
emphasised  the  peed @
continug with the -maximem |
iilernational sobdanty atl &
madncnl when the opposiiion
insige  Chile  was  paining
srrengihn

Frogressive nalore [herefore

meenns rading wilh the LISSH?
In the circomsrances, it means
conduching relafions with stab=s
on the basis-of the principies of
peaceful coexistencs,

And the violntions of human
righets, thmt doesn't wisrry you?
Yeu, of Course il dbes.
Seventy-one  of  our | OWwn
militaiis have disappepred
ol of @ teiad of &0 least fifieen
haviisard., weeording 1o
Ammesty Emiernstiomml.
That's an cragperaied

{ 'Fjure
| which diesn™l correspond 1o

reality. Besides, on  this
guestion of human nghis. one
milast @kso be careful o drow o

dividing  fime. There B a
right-wing approach o thas
gquestion ol & lefl-wing
approach

When ihe USSR opposes and
rondemuition of Argratins s
ihe Uniled Matbons, ihai ls &
left-wing wpproach?
D course, for ro do ortherwise
would lead o the isolation ol
our people. And a4 rosloToe-
ment of the Pinocha cigue
Tell me who makes up ihis
PFinochet chigue?

I'iere follows s list of toialky
mhsture nomes....

plavers of several bams . 1o
agree Lo acl topether. Bur s

certainly, won't - have much
poasibificy for contact.
Ao acon  undefraken by |

several plavers would be more |
elfective than an individual
action, ¥You understand: every-
thing depends on the reaction
of the plavers.

All eyes will he focussed on
them, Ir will b= clifficuli, but [
hoperhat we will be able o act.
Mon"t vuu think, Tinolly, thal
visw ure guing o loke parl in &
compeditinon which the regime
inlenads il wse to celarbish irs
image?

Yes, that's cerain {a lopg
sigh. ..k 1'm o afvald that 1he
World Cup will bepefit 1he
Argenrinian BOveTnment
Fhai's how it seems to me,

Videla
releases
Blanco

THE imiernalional campaign

Tor ihe release of Peorovian
Irodshyist Hupo Biapca ended

| I smecess when he hoarded o

plane for Sweden earier this
wieek.

Accarding To an Argeriiniamn
Covernmenl oommankgi:, po-
trical asylum has besn granted

to 11 of the 12 Peruvian
opposttionists  deported Lo
Argentima with Blanco. A

thirteenth, Ricardo Daaz Cha-
vER, @ muEers uiion [RWeEr.
has asked Logo to Mexko,

i Even after Bianco had been

granied 8. special passport by
the Swedish governmeni, the
13 wer=still held i the i lantey
harracks al San Salvados de
Tujuy:  ‘lodged  under  she
procection of the government’
was the official description,

The releace wits leslinmony 145
the siremgeh of Lhe mmiterbatponal
cumpaign - rather  tham the
pencrosity of the Argentinian
BLEMLA

THE defeat of the lefi in
the French  elections
encouraged the G=overn-

meni and bosses to siep |

| op thelr attacks on the
working class, wriles
| MARTIN METEYARD,

[ A seriei of measures have
| raised charges for - public

| services such a5 transporl aod |

| electrickty b 00 toc 21 per ceat,
Coniedls om imdhesirial preoes
kave been lonsened and will be

| pemoved  ahogetber by 15
Ueiaber.
Conirsls hase only  been

maindwined o o i(em; wages.
With inflation lihddy toreach 12
per vent or neere by oo enad of
| 19THR, and & 20 per cont leap in
umempoyiment also predicied,
@ Irigg cui im living siandards is
| clearly on the cards,
| ‘The leaders ol the jor
unfen federwtions, the OGT
! amd the CFDT, buve preferned
| to chat to Presidend Giscand
d'Fsining rether than mouni a
| challenge 1o ihese atiacks. Rt
workers on L shop floor can't
affonl 0 shrog them off se

The I3 were departed from
Peru &fter Bl manth’s general
strike AEALNEL  PEESE  Fl3cs Lk
essential goode,

1 Britain the campaign for
the restoration of democratic
rights in Pera won®t el op,
despite Blanco's release,

| 1t looks unlikely that the

electons kn o Pero,  now
postponed 1o 18 June, will go
ahesd. Ewen if they do they
canmot possibly be democratic,
with opposition  candidapss
imperisonesd o in exile,

. ATopees ol the appeal for
reatordton ol CHIOCT A
riphts are srill availabde from
Socislisi  Challenge.  Latest
spmatories  include Yorkshire
mners’ Eader Arthur Scargill
and the fedloaing MPs: Denms
Skinner, Joan Mawnard, Stan
Mewens,  Mardo  Flansery,
Frank Allson  and  Meil
Kinnock

French
Government
catches chill

lightly, Lasi week they staried
o Teght Back, ocoupying two
plamis  of  ibe  State-owned
Tenaull molor corporaiion,
The Kenaoh workerd, e
majorty  of whom o are
immigranis, are demanding a
b rise in the mindmum wage io

'l:wp pace wiih imflntion, =

X5-howr  woek, snd  longer
i holldays,
Realidng that these demamds

| could cutch on elsewhers, ibe

Crovermmeni sent the police in
| Most week B evicl Lhe sirikers 5l
the  Fling  plant;. They wenl
qubeily  crvigh et iben
cume hsck om Thursdoy tw
rescoupy Lhe plund]

Latesr mws is that sirikers :t
ig other cccupied plond at
Cléon have nlso heen evicted by
palice.

The soying goes Uthai “whes
Hemuabt SO, Frasice
catches o oodd”, The gueslion i

whether the leaders of the
unienn  [ederallons  apd the
Commundst and  Sockalisi

parties are prepared (o resor fo
the only cmre: A campakgs’ io
kick oart  the Giscwrd-Horre
governmeni ihrongh extru-par-
lameniary sirggle.
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INTERNATIONAL
May 68 -inside the French Communist Party

Garaudy spills
the bea‘n’lsp

ROGER CGARALUDY was o member
off the Politicel Borenu of the French
Commuomisit Farty [IFCF] im  May
196X, However, he come oul ogaimsi
the POF s linee on the May evenis, the
mildmness af bis criibcism of the Savier
imvasioon of Crechaslovakiz, and s
alince on o growimg number of other
guestions, In April 1970 be wasx
expelled frodm (e party.

[k ihe fenth anniversary of Muay
168, the French Troishyist daily
Ropge ssked Garawdy (o recall ibe
diehate im the PCF of thad tlme. The
imierview, published in s 22 May
lesme, caased an bmmediste storm

Mext doy's isswe of L'Humaniie,
the PCF daily, corried = promiment
reply by the Political Burenn which
wrcused  Laredy  of  invenfing
differences inside (be lesdership. The
Rty hal been compledely united
ihem, andd still was excepl for &
handiul of Inieflecimals. As [or he
charge that the PCF had any condrod

wver wihdl Bagpened im the O]
umben lederation — whal & shamder]

I'le Dact that the party leadesship
was [orced (o respond Immediately 1o
an arilcke m o8 small  TroBskyis
newspaper shows the depth of s
intermal crisis. Whot really enraged
the PCF Poditicul Borean was thod
Goarpudy added fresh foel 1o the
disputes which have MNared sinee the
March ebection defeal.

Can i lewder<hip really claim
that ibe pariy b5 united when ihe
mumber  of sigmmiories om Bm
nppnsitbon petition has shod From 3068
o over 1,300 In two weeksT When &
prowing number of militanls are
saking why il wes thel the supposedly
‘ppanimons’ Cemiral  Comimbtiee
meeling alber the elections had (o be
exiemded Tor an extra day, and why
iiir repor of tie proceedings kas Deen
madle avaikable 10 party members?

Equally, was it really  just
eriacidence thar the CGT came aul

s slroazly ki supgort of the IPCEF's
prsilion aller ihe split in (e L nion
of the Lell lasi Sepleanbser? And why
was D01 keader CGeorpes Sepuy abile
vir call publicly for a vote for the PCE
Im the clecikhons while loesl O
lewtders who are members of fhe
Sicinlist Farly hod te keep  dheir
moaihs shal 7

Muoresver, in attempiing (o dismis
Clvtse gedsiidis, (e PPoditical Burean
datemacnl compleiely ipaored  Lar-
undy's basic chorge; dhat the PCF
lesdership tried o coll off the Moy
1%l generul sirike @ gquickly B
pimssible againsg the resistance of the
wiorkers

How could a Commuanist Parly
turm mgwingl ils own smpporers like
Lhis? We think all CF members huve
am (nierest in searching owul  the
amswers,. Wi [herefore reprind fhe
bl of the interview with Garaody
hedoow g5 an importanl comerkhathom
14y this debnie.

Interview with Roger Cuiraudy,
member of the Political butean of the
Freach Communisd Party in 1968

Translated from Rouge, 15 May

147
[vd e existence snd sirengih of ihe

May movement greaily sarprise lhe
Fremeh Communisi Party (PCF)T

Mobody foresaw these evenis. There-
fore one cannat reproach the paErty
for not kaving done so. However, 114
reaclion was negative [rom D owtser

Thar was nod accidental, even 1
pertain events afterwards jusclfied i
The party had noi (and sull hasn't)
made a serlous analysis of what 1
call, o paraphrase Gramssi, the ‘new
historic blog'.

It did not analyse what would be
the pamicular links between the
working class and social kayers who
hove the same histored goal. | am
thinking of while coliar workers,
techinicians,  and engineéers. Aren'l

g, x .

Is¢usslon al Fite Aouge

adents the futwre white collar work-
=144

This, in my opinion, is the basic
mistake. The party sdill retained the
ol kdes of the anti-monopoly alli-
apce, the all-inclusive coalition, a aort
of ‘block of anis’

Lts ansmosry towards the ahwdent
movement  developed  after Pierre
Juguin had been pushed owi of A
window ar Manterre and Roland
Leroy had been expelled from the
[aculty of sciences st the Halle-aax
Wins j{ooth wers Leniral Lommeies
members — edg),

When | was invited 1o speak nt the
Sorbonne the Politicnl Bursaw seni
mie & strict arder, even when 1 was nd
the gares of the culty, nol 1o speak.
Having  dliscussed  with a  few
comirdes, who taught in the facolty. 1
spoke all the same....

Thas was the fiest cow. The reason 1
coubd speak a1 the Sorbonne wWas o
accidental. In Democratle Nonvelbe,
the magazine edited by Jacques
Dracios, [ kad just pablished an articks
contradicting the official line on the
stpdent movement

lis cemiral theses analysed  the
comman  denominator betweéen (he
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demeniis of the workers and the
uspirations of the students. 11 could be
swmmirzied a5 a wish Lo parbictpaie.
and wisag were later called qualitacive
demands. This arcicle enraged the
Folitical Bureau tosuch an extent that
the magazine was suppressed.,

Your disagreemenis with the majority
of the Follibeal Burcau gave rise io
numernis grgnmenis, Al the time the
press even ssid thai yeou, wlong with
Rodwnsl Leroy anid Loais Arigon (&
prominenl PCF imiellectunl — eds),
protested agalnst the policy adopied
towards the lmtelleciuals.

1 am not o historian. Bul there s one
thing 1 recall perfecily, and that is
[ eroy s hustidlty 1o my proposals....

Ar e Ceniral Commirtes mesting
in Manferre i Tuly, when 1 atlacked
Marchais for his editorial on 3 bMay
{which demounced “the activides of
pacudo-revolutionary grouplers’ i
the “German Cohn-Beandlt' —  eds),
Leroy was the firdl 1o reply. He was
wery violend,

Reveral olhers then intervensd 1o
repest,  like  fim, thar 1 was
copilulating 1o our o oppenenls”
propapanda apainst Mirchais As Tor
Arapen, ke said noching in Full.l."l.l.|3.| ]

1 shiould also cite what |JH$_:'IL'I:'IE|.'|
when we me! the imellectualsen 1 and
1 Juns, They sent -a leiter (o the
Centrnl Commitiee oo 26 Mav, A
delegation, of which | was part, med
with thern

I the course ol this meeting, in o
very endisciplined way, | sided with
the intelbeciuals. There apain, Leroy
and Juguin unanimonsly - disoemsd
me. The Siberalisn of Leroy is @ purs
myll...

The pevoll of the milellectuals
lardly peached the base of the party,
whio were tied upin the sirike. But this
revolr  sufficently  Bothersd  the
leadership for this mecting 1o, ake
place, My atiiude terefore nppeated
s completely acandalous,

This was pey first imporant break_
The sceomd came ower Crechaslo-
wvakia and brovpghe a public censwrd.

T thivd was oy criliciso of the
Champieny Maonifesio jadepred by
the PCF  Central  Conunitbee  in
Becember 1965 - eds)
There, 1 was compleiely  alore,
Murchuas canse U wich this definition
which 1 lind sdmirables “You &re &
right-wing lefiis’,

Whal discussioms occurred o the
pemeral sirike?

Whar happened with the CG leaders
was mieck the same @ witlh the

Gilbert Hergat (Unified Socialist Party), Foger Garaudy, and Alain Krivima (Riov

teachers, The wmien  FEaders mose
dhirecely linked 1o the masses sensed
that the movemenl wias wery, very
SO,

IL s mecedsEry [0 beoexact. Lhe
Polltbcal -~ Bureau,  amd  nocably
sMarchais, sald 10 Seguy {the CP
leader of the CGT — eds) "You muss
find a way out. The stnks ms be
stopped.’

Seguy painfed omd that it could be
clone, that the COGT had swlfséient
authority, bul that ey would lose
aome militanis. M refaion 1o the
workers o gave. . him oA clears
undessianding of the importance of
Lhi evitla.

And in fagt seme militans were
loss, [nabsglure terms the CGT womn
aome aew members, bur rhese were
generally from the mosr kackward
lovers of chie working class, such asthe
textile induziry in the Kaorlh.

Againsr that, the OGT last ool o
the  Iracitionel - vEngoard - layers,
especinlly in the Paris - engiseer g
indicstry. This i very sigmificant.

The wearst gaid workers  could
perltaps find some positive pspects in
the “ouwiceme  of 1968, b ‘the
profesaional workers, 1o7° example,
realissd - that we begd nicd gome far
eaough,

Woasn't Muarchsis®s position discussed
o thee Pallidical Bureau?

We met every day and the meetings
were oflen very lseated. Those who
were o direx o conrgsl with  the
movernenl never censml explaining
1hat it was pot possible o gel peoply
1z po-back like that — onder a prelext.

On this point_ghe pwo - Georgas
{8 nrzhais ang Seguy - edsh |_||:||-_'||:u|:|:|
each ocher, 1 remember [hal ¢vein A
venr lacer MBarchais bel 3Ii.|.'l 41 B

= i &,

A A B N W R

me=ling: CPerhaps s owe slagped the
slrikes bog doon.”

Sepuy pod vy angey: TWell, 1Irwas
vou that demandsd i, 0o was a
decisien of the Poditicnl Bureau., ¥ou
shouldn't blame the lendeérship of rhe
CoT.!

And he was right, For Marchais, to
captinue the sirike woald have been
n adveniune.

Accordmge o hin, e stedeitls
were sadated, and the work:ng class,
il i owent om, would be equally
tsalated. It therefore bod to stop -as
sl a5 possible

The: basi¢  difference beiween
Marchais and Seguy ‘s that Seguy
knows whil o mass minvernsnl is,
Even 1, am o inteblecioud,  led sirikes
aminng the miners in 194745, we have
ull heen depounced many dmes for
that,

W have been in comlact with the
masses, Warchais never. 1tz the first
litoe that this sort of aulizact has led
the party. Sinee e bas taken things In
bhand  he o has  very  atcongly
personallsed authority. He Invs down
thie lins,

1968 was also the year of the Warsaw
Pact's imteeventlon againsi the Pragoe
Sprlag, A very Impaniant daie for the
papiy?

Ar the timeme 1 owas ay the USSR

As | was a member of the Political
Buresaw, a member of the Czriral
Comptites of the CPS1 came fo give
o A COMMUnique annonncng the
YWarsaw Pacs intervention, "called o
ow the majority” of the Ceachoglovak
people. ., ,

1 demanded to returi at ooce. In
Mposcow | miet Jeasiepie ¥ eriesrsci
who  had  teleghoped  Chaston
Plissonnier (botl meimbers - of the




alutlonnary Communis! Lasgue &t ihe

Pasliticnd Bursio edsl

Zhe resd me the opmmuinbgue of the
FCF, amd at the word ' dSisapproved” |
g1l ‘Brawve', Yery annowved, she
replzed, “Allow me Lo be less happy
tham your a1 this decesion' .

It was in this contest that the
Central Committes met the following
day in Paris, The Political Bureau vext
was approved firly ananimously —
excepl by feanetie, who thought Gt
wend too Tar, sl mysell, whosaid the
PEVETRLD.

U this, | wrote 4 communigo
with the Crechoslovak ambaszador in
France, in which we wem further. We
questioned the USSR

Whar frricated me af the time was
the talk of an ferror®. [0 was
NECESsATY,. BN My opintion, not lo
doubi socialism, bet 1o question the
Soviel system, [twas that which led fo
the intervention,

I recadl @ very  imporosmt
conversation with  ‘Waldeck-Rochet
[lhen PCT generl secreiary — eds) to
whom | was explaining, once again,
thiz poanl of view, He sid o me;

‘Prerbags vou are right on cerlain
peximes, bur ewen 5o | canmol Fallow
vou without risking a splic ln the
Ay,

‘I hove mode an enquiry in the
federations, and i franspires that
hardiy hall the comrades approved of
the Political Huoress comampnigoe.
Ao 50 per cent. . Thirly per ceni
shared  Jeamelle’s  opinion  and
thiomehl  we lwad - been wromg Lo
coodemi the USSR, Argund 15X
per cent followed vour viewpoint and
[l.'ll:ll.'lﬁrl'l 10WaE Necessany 1o go [urther
and question the sysiem. '

o yom Think that fne reacticon (o (he
Sovied - mlervendinn  reflected  the
ullitmde in the pariy over ¥Mayv?

T

S s
R

-
i

atn Aouga.

e cenl owho agreed with me were
those who thought thal we hBadn't
taken e May movermend sulficenily
SECIOLERY

I rhink that the 30 per cend who
shivred leanette™s opinion represented
in Paris those elements impervious (o

all- mew  experience apd  all
sellcriticism.

And  thar the 50 per cem
carrespodidind 10 Lee very solid,

permanen! owcleus of the party, Tol
whom the existence of a poweriul
parcy angd o well-implanted CGT s a
condition  for winning respect in
everyviday life,

I¥ial these differenlintions prodace &
debule wloul May?

0 wourse, bur vau kiow that o the
PCE the impact of events is in inverse
proportion 1o where one o0 the
hierarchy, These discussions didn’s
affect the leadesship,

| am mot cerlain one oold have
made o pevolution &L this lme
However, iU7s elear thar the  party
could bave had a different amitude
and that it would have been essential
o iniriate 8 chomge. It did noi, and
that 1= why, from ihat mament, the
marty lost conracl with the base and
the simplest historic reality.

How do yon cxploin thot 1968 anly
produced o ‘disiorbance” while: the
defemt last Yurch in ihe vlecibsis
seems i have crenied o deep origls?

1 think the presenr . crss o is
exziggerared, Ar the Xird Congress il
e nar oub ol the guestion that there
will b= some charges in persommel
that a few sorpepoats will be found

Ylarchais™s o e Sonsias o n

i

tels

o
e

i

allowing peopls woapeak withour that
having any influenee: on the
orserstatkon. 15 55 a formal democeacy,

Tl preaent crisis is, quantiiatively,
imare imporian: than 1968, B i will
not Yead to drechwral chonges. Thers
lies the parncox,

e couldd understand that dav 68
or -Crechoslovakia traumatized Lthe
militanis, there weére plass  Move-
ments. 1L owakes vou Link. Bt for
thoupght o be proveked by an
cleciornl  defent & teally  extro
ardinary !

11 is-hecause all the pariy's polatics
cenire on the elections: you wode, we
will do the rest sitll bourgeois
demeocracy, This alio eonfirms that
the charnges of Lhe las cen years lave
nul gewe in Lhe fight dis gcLinn.

‘Tem Yoars After Moy %R & ol
thi title oof the main feslare by Ermesd
Yiomdel in this week's iswe of
Interenntinentol Press: Linjprecar
[l Li, Moo 23]

Al amclhoded in ihis isase are a8
major Feature on  ‘Canbodla —
Empiy Clikes, Crowded Fiedds®; on
anakysds  of the recemd  iermon
mctalworkers®  drike; docomenis
from the underground in Iran: an
intervicw  with Huge Blamce  plus
onveruge of the Fero general sicike;
amd an inferview wilh two legders of

the “ovemenl Ffor o Sewciodist
Hepuhlic im Brelamad.
sinphe copies are Mip pins Lip pp,

tut wihe moi ke sdvamiage of the
favourshle smhseription iz £9 For
ot vear [4R  isswes], £S5 For six
momths [ souesf. or £2.50 for an
Iniroductory - offer of 10 §Sies.

Wrile mw Lo lmercontinenial
Press Imprecor, 10 Box 50, Londow
NI IXp Al chegues SPOs ghould he
maide ot W0 lnerconiinenial Press,

Lessons of the
French debate

Bursting out of
the straitjacket

THE PRESENT debate in the French Communist
Party (PCF) is not just importani because of the
questions of political strategy it raises. It has also
begun to break down many long-standing restrictions
and taboos on the scope of the debate inside the lefl.

Cine sign of this is Lhe relusal of the
dissident currents inside the PCF robe
silenced, 1F the leadership will not
circulate their esltkcisms inside the
party — by means of An intermal
discusaton bulletin, for instance — or
pive-them space in the parly press,
then they have shown that they will g
piiside party channels if pecd Be 1o
mmke sure Lhat this debane b5 aired,

AL L same Limse, (hene as been o
conscious efford nol  to excieds
any vathe left wha want 1o contribale
Lo this debaie. The first moves in this
direction conld already be seen during
thie eleciioms, Then there were joiial
meesings hefore the tecomd round in
some  comsitoiencies . ar  which
representatives of the far ledt were
invited Wy spezk as well as members of
the Conenunist and Socialis! parties

POSSIBILITIES

This process has gone further in the
lagt three mombs, A remarkabbe
cxample of ‘the  possihdlilies  was
shown at a twao-cday Testival organised
by the French Trowkyvist daily,
Rouge, &1 the emd of last momsh

Among speakers feom the PCF al
fhis eweld  were hisiorien  Jean
Ellcinsicin, Jean Rony jan editor ol
the pary weekly, Fronce Noavelle).
lscguess Frémoptier (who  recenily
resigned as editir ol the  pary's
irclusbrinl weeklvy, Chricfine Puesi:
CHuckeman {a well-koown  party
miellectunl) amil Micole-Edith
Thevenin (one of the signaiorics of B
new diocumen! crilicisg e pary’s
podicy am women).

(hfier aspeakers ncluded Gilles
Mariinet, & national ssoretary of the
Socidlisl  Pasty. - Loud . applause
Fﬂ-wd hile starement thad nce carresl
i1 she workers' movemnenl showld be
ecivded from ity dehates: 1 have
always thought that anti-Trotskvism
s the anti-semitism ol e workers
mavement”

FRANK

Also present ar what the BPCF
leadership described as a ‘Faclional
uncderlaking” was o an official
delepation  from the  Spanish
Comssinist  Pacty, &t well ps

independenta ke Roper Garaudy,
Sowvier dissident  Leonid  Plyushch,
and members of most of the far lef
gronps in France,

As-a result, the weekend of the
Romye lestival gave rise Lo some of the
muosl open o and  Frank  disewsson
arneag differen: currents an Lhe left
for miry vears, We think Lhe saane
poasibifities  aldo exizl in Britaso
Lscdaay .

Lo i 0wl satsall way, wi have Ced
L Asgiat s proeess, We have, fog
i:'IE-HIZ-.'.‘H.'.". priotet coutributions v
Communist Pary members  among
other: in Sockalist Challenge and in
Imiernationul, the thearstival jonrnak
ol the Esternaticonel Marsisl Groap.

RANGE

Acstinilar range of speakers will be
iovited 1o the Marss: Senpoaiam
which 35 belog . orpandsed - by
Intemadonal m September. [n this
respect we also have 10 rezngnise the
role played. by the CP%: Communist
Lniversity - in. opening up it
dizcussions tn speakers from the lar
lefl,

We  nole,  bkoweser, that [l
People’s Feslival baiog of paitlasd 1o
Laomdan by the OP on Sunday will oot
see any cdebales al which such a
genuine  ponsexchusive  8iccg of
diflerences can take place.

This s prareicufarly unforiunae a1 &

JEAM ELLEMSTEIN(CP)
time when the labomar movemnenl s ala

crossroads when the [C2de wikion
lenders wha  were .1u|'.'||.'ll.'l=-l:l:| Lo
guarnies s el pelicy' have all line
up behind the righi-wing policies of
the Labour Chovernmens withoui sven
the sagpickon of o sruggle.

Ciur policy for the next phase of the
clpss strugele con be summed up i
amephrase: Llnity insction, freedom
inoriticism™. We [eht toounlie
struggle &l Lhaese who are prepared o
take action against the Government's
pelictes on such guestions as livine
standards,  unemployment,  racism,
women’s rights, and [rish seff-deter-
minalion

Thal wmeans 1hal we &0e Dod
prepored to ditch present siruggles in
faveur of some mythical “wmity” with
the Labour amd trade wmiom
bursmucrals — whil oven  Ansurin
Bevan vnee described as ‘the unity of
the grivevard "

CRITICISM

Bl &l the sime time, we say thal
such unily inactica can galy be baill
il every cureenl Gn the  workers
menement - has  te dght oo poc
forward and arpue for s policies
witlout exclusion and intimigarion,

That, in our apinion, is one of the
leszans of Pormugal, and we are glad
thid soeme members of the Commurist
Puirty sire now prepared to crilicise the
ulirasseclaranism of Lhe Porluguese
C7P s well sy mosl seciions of the Tar
let towards the Sociahst Pamy {sec
articles iy Paul Fawvel and Ted Slade
a-recent 1ssues of Mardsm Todayy,

Along with this. however, there
must also be g frecdom of criskzism
insbde zach workers” organisation and
parey. Trotskyisis hive besn almiosi
wlane in fightime for Lhis pringple
crwer Lhe Tast Gy wears. Cribics imsde
the scial-democrabc and Commun-
el opektfegd o have bBeen sdenced o0
eapelled with monoronome sépulscing

RESPONSE

But the Spening up of the debate
inside the French Communist Party
— gnd the fast that the PCF
teadership has been Forced ta rule oot
the weapson of expulsions shos
thutt fodiy, Lhe situation 2 changimg,

Socichsls sticmlbd - never  gwerlink
b vitahquestions of poltical siraregy
al sake, - of cpurse.  Whal s
fundamencally involved is whether
socialism will be achieved throumh
class siruggle ngainst the capitalise
class or class collsharation with a
saclion of i1, Om this there mustbe no
canfukian

Bul Lo ~hegin [0 establish - &
framework  doside - which  hese
quesiions can be feeely debated oul
woidd e a massive awp Farward.
Ihe working ¢lass ean oniy come up
with fhe Tight grnswers in jis seruggles
it knows what il the muestions are.

Tmday it is happening in France,
Will ft, can il heppem in Britsin
torner o T T hat 18 the problest whick
laves the et o peneral, and
the Contmanist Party b pasticalar.
Theresponss should not be & sepabive
[ 3 [
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spome was intended].

Congratulations on your predicia-
blity]l You've done expctly wha
some of miy beis naive Iriends toid me
vl would da.

I received & copy of the Bahro
appeal the day before the Sociulist
Challenge issoe artacking Commu-
nist  Parly members for o
responding 1o the appeal. Having

Already signed- and semi if off |

“Eapected some form of apology in the

PP

Mala bt ol ! Instead 1 Fund b Lasg
week's fsue (1 June) that in company
with '~ Geoff Robers. [ have
apparently  been stung imto
signing by your reproaches. The
whods thing has the air of a cleverly
worked manoeuvre of the 'heads 1
win, lails yoo lose” variety. Searching
around o an explanation, | see hat
this busmess cownodes walh  some-
thing of a propaganda offemsive
against  the Communisi Pary

This offensive contmins two main
elemments that perhaps explain my
predicament, The first is that anti-CP
opportunism reflscisd  in  Bab
Penndngicen’s article, ‘Vole Labouwr,
but frght Laboaurism®, where e stales
that candidates shoald pol be so0od
sagainst the CF where this may be
S0eT] A8 SeClAriAnkin.

The issue for Penningrion, then, i
moi  whether Socialist  Unity s
seciarian, but whether certain 'dm
struggle elements” will think the
This sze of hogike would JusLIJ{' ary
miipicking or dstortdon, and It
becomes  small wopder that the
Socialist  Workers - Party  want
nothing 1o do with il

The other elemvent, also presend m
Penmingbon's  apology  for  an
analyais, s the siratepic alm of
“raking advantage of the crisls in the
CP. In this conlext, the above:
mentioned opportunism reguires thas
we forget the need for umity over
matiers such ns Bahro, or that we
indulge m heficrous  NAFF-Lype

spood), 50 that we can vilify the
Ciommanist Party.

It would seem  that  Sockslsd
Chalbenge, after a coabdvely bright
sisr, iy woking back Isto swamp
pobitics, My  recommendation o
anyone asked 10 sign an 8C appeal or
Jjoin in an SC campaign is: don’t be
surprised if you find that your part in
it ndl is somewhal different From that
advertived.

DAYE AAROMOVITUH
chester)

| -

If readers refer o the 1 June lssue,
they will in our episloan find oo
suggestion [hal comrades Asrona-
viich and Hoberis were ‘stung indo’
signing the Bghro sppeal |certnindy
We  aimply
staled the undeninhle faci thai (wo
CP members bod sigoed O appeal
since our previows repori and that
none of the prominent CF members
approached bmd done so0. Hm
miny more rank  and ke

| members have sinee gigned!

Baul there B anellier andeniabie
facl Ghal comrade Aaromoviteh
overieoks. Yes, we are very much in
favour of ‘unity over matbers such as
Bahmo’. Bad two CF signatories ot
of g purty of some 25 ({0 members,
neither of them from s lesderdiip,
hardly mmkes & omiled camgeign.
Will Maondy Johmstose gign  fhe
appeil — or Gordon MclLennan, Tor
that manier? That & the real tesi of
whae is pofitically sectarian,—EDS,

'Nothing

to say

C‘ﬂHERATlJL.'J IOMS on a pood
-— ‘decoding' sdverts.
'hd.hr the pm’lf:Lt didn’t match up
the sodicepd. [ just about managed to
work our what the article was on
abowi — and it was iotally banal.

Twn hondred words of pedantic
explanation did nodhing Lo illzminate

the Freesomind ad. The introduction |

wilts even worse. 11 moved from bland
assertlion — advertising “adds value to
the produocts advertised” (how?) — o
complete gobbledygook: *. . advertis-
ing also produces ideslogical value®,

And what |s declogical value (since
itce lan"1 a Marist concep )7 It
seems to boll down to the profound
discovery that &dvmlslnnsmmnt
in everyday i

Then we are wbd, out of the bloe,
that “Ads are fhe strongest cement of
capiializsr society, " Mot the state, not
bourgenis ideology s a whole, nod the
peodiitdeal sysiem. . but sdvertising.

I have long suspecied that
incomprehensible verblage conceals
o back of amything to say. Now 'm
cerlain of .

JUAN AGUIRRE (Batiérsen)

Savage
abuse

WHILE supporting your excellent
coverage of capitabism®s exploftation
of workers, we leel you have shown
pitiful neglect of a huge aren of
eaploitation in Britain today — the
abuse of andmals in fRclory farms,
circuses,  vivisection Eaboratories,
wood, and In the honting field.

¥ou might argue that capitalism s
respongibbe for all this, but we are nod
convinced thet sociplisls are even
aware of the sickening cruelly and its
scale, Go 1 your local abbatolr or
broiler-howse and find out what goes
T,

You won't, however, be allowed
ioto & wisisection lob to see the LDSD
test, the standard test for toxicity. A

| batch of animals is force-fed with

lipstick orshampoo until half of them
die — which can involve up 1o three
weeks of sulTerimg. Five million
animals - undergo Fw‘.' CXPLETIMCNLS

EVErY YEur.

Ax pnimals have [0 vouoe LD
protest, so il isall e moee impsorrant
for us to Hght peedless erwelty. Bui
Spcialisi Challenge  scems  sadly
reluctantio take upissues which hawe
ot been specifically mentioned in the
works of Trotsky and Marx — such as
puclear power and animal. exploita-
fion.

A broader approach would drag
Trotsky out of the past and shiow the
cormmitment of socialisis to & workd
fres from explofiation of humans and
pither animals.

M. SMIITH, 2 SAVAGE,
C. WADDELL, . ABBERTON (51,
Johna Colkege Readers Groap,
Oxford)

World cup!

politics

I AM disgusted by muoch of the lefi’s
completely apolitical amalysis of the
World Cup, Mot only do they ol
agtempd i consider football s it ls —
A comiercialised, escaplst culiure
wsed by the bowrgeoisie for the
cultural domination of the working
clags — but they actually encourage us
to book at il as a pro-prolbetarian sport,
political by its very matare.

The call for a boycorr has hardly
been  raised  except in  Socialist
Challenge, Yei this call has received
much support inlernationally in the
workers movement and bas allowed
revolutionaries all over the world to
intervene jn a political way against the
Junta.

The bdea expressed against the
bowvcotr, that “If you refuse o play
ngainst o couniry  hecause  it's
repressive, you'd never play anyvone,
could equally be expressed on the
ecomomic feld: “If vou refuse to trade
wilh a country becawse it"s represaive
(Sowuth Africa), you'd newer trade
wilh anvone,'

A victory for the strugele for a
bovcott need pot even necessilate the
refusal of players to participate in the
Workd Cup. The campaign suconids
1o the expent that 5t raises the question
of epression in Argention, interna-
tional working class solidarily, and
adds more legitimacy to the idea of
hoycotts in sport, economics, oF any
other plane on which we're ﬁghli:‘lg.

If we are [rying Lo trxin a cadne o
this country and intermateonally o
lead the working class in eevoluiion,
wie poed far more pofitics. Orheraise

wi'll have to conclude that much of |

the beft thinks that us workers are
blockheads, incapable of revaluiion-
ary conpsciousmess ond o class
undersianding of wll phenomena in
our society = imncloding how 1o make
propaganda through tactbes ke the
boyentt.

T case some haven't gob the pnhl[
vel, how do we eel about & frican or
oiher countries that refuse o play
South Africa in the Clympics? Cr
about the Black Power saluces which
two black American medal-winners
made magnificently in the 1%6H
Mexico Oymipics, for which they
were vicrimised?

They obviowsly hadn'l wnadersiodd

the line, *Emjoy the sporl  {bud
remember  the  epreasion).  They
acted  positivgly and v open
definniel

FALL ANDHEREWS (Souwih Lowndon)

Vote for
the CP?

BOBE  Peoningron's article in last
week's Sockafilst Challemge was very
good, However, it is a shame that he
commitied the MG 1o such a
unilatert] position on woling for the
Comatinisl Parly in elections.

Bob correctly arpued thar it would
b wrong 1o call across the board for a
vore for COF candidates, asthe pany in
this couptey is nor a mass parry which
millions of workers support in che
struggls for socialism,

Howewer, it i one thing 1o refuse
the OF sntomatic suppor and guite
anither 1o say thal in no situation
wonld we wode Tor CP camdidabes.
Thiks 15 surely mmplied when Holb savs
thatin centaln circumsances we might
not stand ngainst the party if activists
wonld ses it as sectarian, vet we would
still ot call for & vode for the CF
candidaie.

Bob  himsell argues chat the
divigling line for socialisis in elecioral
work today should not e the general
ane o *reform ot revedution” bul the
particular one-for o against the
bosaes’ offeitive? Surely Lhis dmplica
that while the CP has a peneral
relomisl programme we Tnig t vore
for individoal milicanes if they are
nctually orgemising political activity
to defend workers' interesisT

There & kixkay a very lively discus-
abom poing oo within the Communise
Fariy., Some members hanker after
the davs of Sid French, othershong for
the status of Berlinguer, athers read
Crramiscd, collecr lecturers” wages, and
arg merely om ronie for the Labour
Party and Purliament.

However, mixed in with the chatf
there are many honeit intedlecroals
and workers attracted by e “new
democratic face’ of the CP and the

verhal Tadicalism of parts of its
prsEramme. :
In this it s

inconceivakle that there will be no
foroes in the Communisr  Pany
interested in joant work with the far
be=fr. Surely no rewl fghtback against
the bosses” policies: will take place

-.-.-uthuul tee CF milifants and
rmrn:ra of today playing & leading
& b Ak

The best way to influence those

rilitanis is & consistent atbimode to e
I — support where they defend our
Lmterests; wnremicting criticism if they
don't — and unifed work wherever
possible, That  would not  make
clectoral support out of the guestion
— it was p weakness of Bob's article
that it seemed 1o dor just that.

STEVEN DAYIS (Wolverhwmpion)

RTINS TR
Remember
the shop
stewards
R e s e

YOUR articke “The burésucracy —
st Just misguided workers' {1 June)
reinstares the worst vielgarities of the
orpanisation of which [ was oot
recently a member (Socialis Workers
Pariy — edsh

Tocliscnss tradeonicnism simply Io

| terms of "Bureaucrads’ and ‘rank and

file' & e  misonderstand  thie
complexity of unions today, and thus
to soggesd dangerouwsly inadeguats
sprategics for soclalb invodvement in
the indusirial struggle,

The wage curbe of the last thres
years have been able o bite, not jus
because of the machisations of the
TULC  brass, but  because  smost
ordinary members have acquicsced in
the official policies and because their
relations with the natiomal leadership
are medizted by an elubarsie nerwork
of local 1 sepitialives whiy have
failed or refused to mounl @ serious
and concerted resistance.

Of conrse the national bureaueracy
iz imporrant, But there Are now mase
full-time convenors in Brdsb unlons
than full-time offickals ouiside the
workplace.

Any adeguale socialst  analysis
wolld need to underatand the pnature
of the infleence and control which
such shop steward leadership can
exert over the membership, apd the
character of s relatinonship with the
exfernal union hievarchy. 1 -woulkd
alve need (o take pccouni of the
debilitating  ellects o relormust

v {whether od the Labowrise oe
CF varieties) om trade union action:

Ta make the "bureaucraey’ the
scapegaoal Tor all the probiems of
trade  usEomisn ratlser  than
recopnising it as merely one of the
ghetaclkes — g o reduce the possibility
of socialiss advanos,

RICHART HYMAN {Coveniry)
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A DOCUMENT ON CHILE 5 an
exhibition which has just opsned =i
the Hall Moon Gollery in the Ensi
End of l.omdon. The phiiomonisges,
by Peter Kennard, and the texis, by
Ric Sissons, irace the recent histry af
Chile, They show ihe soonOomic.
political, wsnd  social  Sirucienes
sarreanding the mililary coup of
Leplember 1973, giving birth 1o =
barharic regime.

Ite thiry works of pholomoalage
and texi fall imio three zroups; e
years prior Lo (ke 1970 preshdential
election victory of Alemde: thee three
yewrs of ithe ‘Unldsd Popular
v ErTiEeil il Lilemde Lhat
culaiipaied In the armed loroes seizing
power throogh o coup O elail; and ihe
years since the death of Allends which
have whinessed ferrible  repression
ggninst the Chilemn workers aimd
prasanis.

The works selecied here deal with
the sttilude of yariews micraaiional
caompanies wid govemments o The
posi-Allende milary  dicisiorship.
They show ihelr complicity in the
artivithes of ihe niding junta.

I'hie exhiblibon is showing antil 5
July at the Hall Moon Gallery, 27
Alle Sireef: Landon El. Moiday to
Satwrdoy, 1 lam do Spm. Admssion is
e,

Afier July the exhibition is
available for hire 0d 8 wmall fee. T is
eawy 1o (ransport and maosunt, and s

bdbeal for deplay in schools, collepes,
fibraries, laciostes amd clubs. For Tsll
detadls comtaci: Fd Barber, Hasll

Sloon Pholography Werkshep, LI9 :
R Rood, | ondon F2 00N, Te | 'THE  LIMITS OF
I P SUASION® (helow]

O1-R0k 5790,

MULTINATIONAT
TN {phave)

OF ALL the multinstional s
wiilch actively sahoisged the Chilean |
Government in the three Allende
vears, Inliermotionel Telephone amd
Telegraph  was  always  (he  most
farthrighi.

INTERYEN-

Afer Albende’'s electlon viciory, i
allered the CIA & milllon dollwre Tor
lis sndi-Alende sceivities. I1 initated
pn @i hoc grooping of six imperiant
multinuionols, whose interests hod |
been nutionalised in Chile, 1o lohby
for and arganise economic sanctions

ppaimsl  the  “Unidod Popalar’
Governmend. [TT  Turther  send
LA 00 to Tund anli-commonst

campoigns in Chile. The acion of

firms swch as ITT prepared ibe
groand for the milisry coup im
ey herr (k] Im 1976 ITH

imviestment in Chile was eslimated &80
14 millicn

MORAL |

Chile: safety zone
for foreign investors

SAL EFLET AT
FLEER

il iy, |

4 T™HE =i 8

[T .ﬁu-il
PRIYATE
EHTERFRIET

i i4 saife to reest wn Ehile

BRITISH COMPLICITY {above)

IHE BRITISH Labour Government
has na ressan do be proosd of i dence
n relodion ta Chile. The Chilenn sod
Hritish Mavies hove wlwars miin-
fnimed cheme lies. In 1975 Hritish
shipyardy were building ihe Chilean
SMuvy {we subaiarioes, repairing fwo
frigaies and delivering 11.4HM spare
PArls,

The Laboar Goverameni refused (o
Mock thelr despateh, Officers of the
Chillean Armad Forees aee sHE irained
im Writwin, Trode continues with the
dictulorship. Im 1977 Britixh exports
lp Chile folalled £3%4m. Fmporcs
imcluded frail, vepelables, shoes and
copper, Ome fifth of Hrillsh copper
Imports comme {rom Chile, 85 000 tomns
are landed yearly o Avommonth,
Liverposd and London

The Times, on 13 September 1973,
wedcomed the coup d*#at, Slece then,
with the scale of the represslon, the
Hritish - prése  Was  distanced - Wsclf
Trom the jaaia, However Bridish firms
have mo gqualms abowt treding with
and imvesting im Chile,

“The Gavermmend hedieve thal ke
propsid o prevent ibe Chileans from
tukimg delivery of their gubimarinds

oversieps  [his line and could be
weripusly’ dumagiig (0 our own
interesds. This I3 why we bave

comdsienily sajd thai the exbsiing
copiraces For sAval sales would be
albowed 1o go theowph.

"L sedze or L0 refwse o permli the
export of the submarines could nol be
Justifbed In inleroalional b, quite
apari from caposing ns jo alegafons
of bad falth. As & major ireding
maiinng, we haye @ sirong inleresd in
uphlding internutionel e, what-
exver dthers may do.

Ted Howland, Laboar Govern-
menl Under Secredury @i the Forelen
(MTice, Movember 1975, in & letier to
the Chide Solidarliy Campalgn.,

e e —— T A p—— B
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Phatiomonisg: FETER, KENHAF

Privicimantage: PETER KEMHARD

Pholomontsge: PETER KEMMARD

CHINA LENDS A HANT (abore]

THE UHILEAN jmsfa has Tound
Eriemds in Che oost unlikedy GEarters.
Following the coup, China — unlile
e East Europenn siates — refosed to
break off diplomaibe relations. The
Chinese weni still furilser by repecting
mHlticRl refugees. This  diplomatic
manoeuvre  Cculminetes]  with o the
remdaval of Allende's mmbassadar in
Peking - wml  his reéplacemeni by a
represeniadive of Lthe junis.

In 176, despile ihe repressbon in
Chile, China siepped up Hs irade
with the miitary dictatorship by
increpsing s copper  imporis.

IMscassions were slso paderwuy for =
$58m lean from China. Ie jis siaed
apainsl the two world *superpowers’
amd o its efforis fo end ils sconanmic
lepdatinn, ihe Chipese bhuredBcrasy —
hems heen prepared o dexl wib one of
the workd's mal brotal reglimes,

“hina has  bebaved well," said
Finockel, ke Chilean dicistor,

“‘Chilean Dieputy Inderior Minksler
Enrbgue Montern declured Seplember
1%, 13 sed 14 px duys ol offickl
matinnnl  mourming  for  Chalrman
Man Teeiung wilth MNags on pubdic
heildings v be Mown Al balf-mest.'
Hainhua. ibe official Chinese mews
wervice, 10.9.76.
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Ennalsretreats, but

EGA STILL

THE BATTLE 1o save the Elizabeth Garrelt | close thresquarters of  the

Anderson has vet to be won. That's the view put by

militants from the women’s hosplial at a conference |

last Saturday.
DOMINIC COSTA, chairperson of the London
health shop stewards organisation CLASH, reports.

Healtn  Minister  Dayid | best time 1ooiake on the foros
Ennalz has onoe in been | determined toosave and wpprade
forcedio retreat in his afitempis | the BEGA,

o cloie the EGOA.

Just three  weeks afier | EXAMINE

anpouncing thai the hospital Bl the sating up of a

wintld definlely be shui an 2]
Julky, he has now pnnounced |
that i won't]

Af 8 conference of 40 shog
stewards [rom sealih service
wmions i Loadon on Saturday,
cafled bv the ECGA stewards,
MUPE aeswand Arthur
Churchiey from the women's
hspital described how Ennals

wilrking pary o
altecrnative accommodation —

accep its recommeendatiss
spefls.  danger,  Churchicy
argued,

Hospital in

a much  Ennalg’ I‘.'ll-\.}l'l'.l|5|?5- BEE

3 b . Y : v
Bad bee ohliged 16 BACLANRY | worth, tn. Deccmber,  wide-
iTom & hesd-on conitaoraiaon, QFrf-c'll.'I strike  mction  had
extracted  from  Ennals o

UPGRADE

Ko doubt the run op 10 &
Cienseral Election was oot the |

themr  area

plans - of

£1,100 in theee weeks. That is | coolribuied £98
whil Bocialist Challenge needs

lo make tlds . gquarter’s fund |

ditve. The fate of your paper f == all 300 of them — asking
foie liey inyour Hands, Weappeal to | them o give us & hegular
ill our readers and local | bankers' oeder of ar leas: £1.a
supporkers growps Lo dig deep | munt:.
into their pockess and - rush Thas wock our thanks fo;
dosations 0 Secalist Chak- | g whe 10,00
bedige, A. Ellis 12.00
We: need on average nearly | A Tortorebla 1.00
EAON) every week! E. Makiaad 10,00
Oiwer this lasr aeven davs | K, MeClalland 1.00
240050 came . That by | F.Field BF .00
previous- srandards is a good | A Fagan 5.00
wick — but s sl nat good A Warnem 1.00
ciough. An American restder Mollingham readars 4,00
e the woy be sending 2250 for B, Tucker 2.50
four subscriptions, which lefy . Cartar 5.00
mearly £90 for cur Pund dive, | Anen. 4.00
i repular financin! backers | May Bankars orders 8400

cxamine

without any commitmen! o

A speaker from 3 Micholas
Plumsiesd, SE
London, explaibec jusi how

promises o reverse Lhe closune
Bealrh
aulhority. Mow the Minisier
bas seceptad a repional plan fo

in hankers'
arders for May, This week we
are writing o oor sebscribers

hospitalts 3500 Beds, dogether
with the casually servios.

Shop stewards at 51 Michnlas
are” lving oo rebuild che
campaign o save the hospital.

The lessons are chear For the

EdiA As snpporhers we will be [

fighting on the working pary
o demana thai ihe fft which

long ago put the apper floorsaf

the hospital ot of action is
mended  Before  discussions
bepin, ;

The cnmpaign 16 build for
cirike nction if the: EGA
gt -patients ane reenoved has b
be developid

COMMITTED

the COHSE
wzanch al 51 Pancras Hespinal
has alfcady commitbed Dlself io
And
popncil MNo B oin
ASTME has sl wpa cormmilie
o organise support, Mollowing
eirike

Ity Londod,

all-out . sirike action.

divisiomal

ity call  Top aatonal

Sl

The barde for the EGA alxo

| Stamp Collectors

THE IDEA of our Lelester |

supporiers (o oodlecd  siamips

amd sl Chein to philadelsts for

the Tund drive has hoen @ greol
success. Hondreds of siwmps

lave poured imio osr office

which haye beem forwarded 16
tht: Fasl Widlonds.
However  this week
restbers donaled  ibeir
epallections. Two allvigs &ee on
iheir wis

w0

wale, - Jobm - and  Adricnane |
Fitzpairick  have el un
exampii,

Have 3 look in vowr old
depwers ar im the diae. Maybe
wivu will gel w pleasant srpelse?

eltlne

Tor valumibon amd

Im, CLY,

N ame
Address

means  sirengihening
nrganisatinon within the KHS.
Last Saturday’s

committees imia an all-Londan
clewnrds . organisalicon Tar
healihworkers.

SUSPENDED

*BEFORE THE EGA steward:
agreesa Ennals™ workiog pary,

they are demandmg that their
supporters Al the Emergency
should be

Bexl = Serviob:.
imunediarely re-instated.

For refasing 1o co-aperale i
of palienis- &t the
wonmen' s hospilal, san COHSE |
meznbert at the EBS have been

A k-l

svuspemaled; and  the o pesl
thisatened  with  chisciplinary
A0,

& F'il."'a el al L

held yesterday.

Uniless Llwe EBS workers win
their demiand 1o refer policnls
i the fumee o dhrealenad
hospitads, the fght I

| This week s Socialist Challenge | Ireland, Chile, Sevesno, the 1974
| featares the work of Peler | miners' sivlke, and repression
Kennard. Im vonjooction wiil
him e paper has poodiced 2 | 35 inches, snd privted with ol
st of posicands Vealurdnp six of

Kenmards phaslaormoniagEes.

In hlack ®isd white, the six | collectinn of madern pokifical
cards relate o Sowth ATricw,

nnn

conlgrence
cailed  Foe e development of
distikef and aren chop sewands
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