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OUR POLICIES

Capitalism is in crisis. The leaders
of the Labour Party and the trade
unions offer solutions that are in
the interests not of the workers
but of the capitalist class.

Labour - step up the

THE report of Labour’s Commission of Enquiry
on the election of the party leader and the drafting 4
of the manifesto is the result of the massive cam- ) 2
paign which "has been waged by constituency g -

.. activists for more democracy in the party. The - .
“monopoly of effective decision making by the
predominantly right-wing parliamentary party has

" rightly . been challenged — the victories at last
year’s conference are reflected in the report of the
enquiry. But it would be a mistake to believe that
thie recommendations of the report are anything
like a total victory for the left and democracy.

In the first place, the electoral college recom-
.mended by the enquiry still gives 50 per cent of the
votes on the election of the leader to the
_parliamentary party — in other words they would
still have a decisive say inwho ‘was elected.

Saciabist Challenge believes that
the two vital tasks confronting
revolutionary socialists are:

e To build bread-based class
struggle tendencies in opposition
to class-collaborationism in the
labour movement. These should
be non-exclusive in character,
grouping together militants hold-
ing a wide runge of political views.

e jo begin to fight for the
creation of a unified and
democratic revolutionary socialist
organisation which can, through
an application of united front
tactics, begin to be seen as an
alternative by thousands of
workers engaged in struggles.

Such an organisation should be
based on the understanding that:

“as leader of the party. Whatever ‘Machiavellign -~ The first initial steps which have been taken to

Moreover, the enquiry recommended that this
same electoral college should sanction the party’s
election manifesto. This is of course a step forward
over the position of leaving the final say on the
manifesto to the party leader alone. But it is less
democratic than having the manifesto sanctioned
by the NEC, and even less democratic than leaving
the final manifesto to conference.

The recommendations of the enquiry represent
a compromise — an unsatisfactory compromise
which leaves a lot to be fought for. The architect of
this compromise, not surpgisingly,  was Moss
Evans of the Transport UniorfIt was Evans who,
as Benn openly challenged for the leadership of the
party last week, came out in support of Callaghan

The strugele for socialisin

seeks to unite the fight of

workers against the bosses
with that of other oppressed layers
of society — women, black people,
gays — struggling for their
liberation. This socialism can only
be achieved by creating new organs
of power and defeating with all
necessary means the power of the
capitalist state.

Qur socialism  will  be

infinitely more democratic

than what exists in Britain
today, with full rights for all
political parties and currents that
do not take up arms against the
socialist state. The Stalinist models
of ‘socialism’ in the USSR ard
Fastern Furope have discredited
socialism in the eyes of millions of
workers throughout the world.
We are opposed to them and will
offer full support t¢ all those
fighting for socialist democracy.
, , .of Trades Councils

The interests of workers and

capitalists are irreconcilable

on a worid scale. Capitalism
has not only created 2 world
market, it has created world
polities. Thus we fight for working
class unity on an international
scale. This unity will in the long
run be decisive in defeating both
the imperialist regimes in the West
and the brutal dictatorships they
sustain in Latin America, Africa
and Asia.

In Britain it implies demanding
the immediate withdrawal of
British troops from Ireland and
fetting the Irish people deter-ane
their own future.

The Communist parties in
Furope are in crisis. Neither
the ‘Furocommunist’ aor

the pro-Moscow wings have any
meaningful  strategy  for  the
overthrow of the capitalist state.
New revolutionary socialist parties |
are more necessary than ever
before. Conditions today are
more favourable than over the
preceding three decades. But such
parties can only be built by
rejecting sectarianism and seeing
internal democracy not as a fuxury
but as a vital necessity. This means
the right to organise factions and
tendencies.

folk on Teesside.

shopping centre.

" It’s not hard to see why. After local
government re-organisation in 1973, the
name ‘Teesside’ with its dour, polluted,
industrial image was dropped, and sud-
denly the area became the dynamic,
thrusting ‘County Cleveland’.

The area had a consistently better jobs
récord than the rest of the North-east. It
was a time when-the construction boom
was at its peak. Think of a multi-national
chemical company, and it was sure to be
investing heavily in plant on the River

Tees. :

ICI, Monsanto, Phillips, BP were all
expanding, and British Steel was con-
structing the massive Redcar complex, the
biggest blast furnace in West Europe. -

Today the white hot heat of Harold
Wilson’s - technological revolution has
burnt itself out. The Guardian reported
last week that Middlesbrough’s male
unemployment rate has reached a stagger-
ing 17.6 per cent, while Hartlepool’s is
15.1 per cent. .

Handful

The thousands of skilled workers who
built the petro-chemical sites find that a
relative handful of technicians are needed
to run them. : i
John Gains is secretary of the
Middlesbrough branch of the Engineering
Union’s construction section. He explains
the effects on his branch:
<Almost half our members-are on the
dole. Of those who are in work, over a
third ‘arée working outside thé area. The
. _complete lack of investment means that
| projects which have been promiised to us
(*— like the number two blastfurnace —
.ar
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and want to be involved in
activities by Seocialist Challenge
supporters in vour area, fill in the
form below and send it to us.
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lying idle.” . . . )

. ohn blames the private profit system
as the main cause, but adds: “There’s no

doubt that Thatcher is making us pay for

being a strong Labour area. She is de-

industrialising Cleveland.’

- He considers that only a massive cash
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plans are in Moss Evans’ head, whether or not he
thought that sapport for Callaghan now meant

less chance;of Healey replacing him, this kind of

manoéuvering and horse-trading will neither
achieve democracy nor defeat the right.
On the contrary, the decisive way to undermine

the grip of theé parliamentary party and the right .

wing is an open fight to defeat their crucial base —

organise Labour supporters in. the unions — for -
example the forthcoming LCC. conference for.
trade unionists — are important for beginning the
task of dislodging the trade union right.

The recommendations of the commission now
go to the party conference. Socialist Challénge
believes that these recommendations — with the
exception of the proposal on compulsory reselec-
tion of MPs — should not be accepted by the con-

By Dave Carter Secretary, Cleveland Association ‘

If the covers of Socialist Challenge are any indication of what the per-,
son on the street is concerned about, it’s apparent what worries most.

The issue with the cover headline ‘Unemployment — the only
growth industry in Tory Britain’ was a best-seller in Middlesbrough’s

- For school leavers, the outlook is not
so much bleak as non-existent. On 1 May
there were - 5,270 youth available for
work, and 21 notified vacancies.

Another 8,000 leave school this
month. In the Civil Service office in which
I work, not one person has been recruited
since the Tories won the election.

The response from the region’s MPs
has been the classic case of all that is
wrong with the Labour leadership. The
no. thern group of Labour MPs continual-

their alliance with the right-wing trade union-
leaders. It is the block vote of the right wing-
dominated unions which continues to ensure the
predominance of the right. That’s why the fight to
rebuild the left in the unions remains decisive, not
only for the unions but for the struggle in the
Labour Party.

- ly moans in the press that Margaret
Thatcher won’t invite them to Downing
Street to discuss ‘the problems of the
North’.

Meanwhile, on 14 May, not one of
them turned up-to the rally against the
‘government’s  policies - called by. the
Cleveland Association of Trades Coun-
cils. The only policy of the Labour MPs is
to plead for more government handouts,
which the multinationals happily pocket
as they lay off more workers.

But the first nine days of June saw the
beginnings of a fightback. That was how
long 840 steel workers from the beam and
rod mills at BSC Lackenby stayed -out
when management tried to reduce the
number of fitters’ mates in the plant.

After a stormy meeting union leaders
persuaded them to go back pending
‘negotiations’. The importance of this
strike was proved in the same week as
BSC announced plans to ‘shake out’
2,650 jobs by Xmas, as part of a produc-
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ference. What we need is to step up the fight for

democracy in both the unions and the Labour Par-

ty, so that the party conference is the final arbiter.

‘The conference is the most representative gather-

.ing of the party. Now we have'to ensure that it
‘makes the decisions as well.

Unemployment: a best-seller on Teesside

tivity deal which the unions are discuss-

ing. i

The deadline. for the deal is 30 June,
but if the jobs aren’t sold by then it’s
widely expected that the bosses will chop
them anyway. A further 600 are to go
with the closure of the Cleveland mill this
summer.

Slowly, anger is beginning to mount
on Teesside, as more and more people
realise that they can only rely on
themselves and their organisations to pro-
tect their jobs and to guarantee some for
their children.

As part of this process, the Interna-
tional Marxist Group in Middlesbrough is
organising a public meeting:

“The Fight to Save Jobs on Teesside
and the Lessons of the Steel Strike’

> - .Bernard Connolly, :
Crafts yr BSC Rotherham; Brian
Groga t: National ~ Organiser.
Friday, une, 7.30pm at King's Head
Hotel, Grangetown.




" By Jude Woodward

AS long as union leaders

. like Frank Chapple, John

Baldwin, Eric Hammond
and Terry Duffy carry on as
they are over the Isle of
Grain dispute there will be
littie need to push through
Prior’s union-bashing
Employment Bill — these

- working class leaders are.

doing the Tories’ job for
them. .
The mass picket at the Isle of
Grain power station hit the
headlines recently, but the dispute
dates back over many months, It
involves skilled members of the
General and Municipal Workers
Union and erupted last August
when a new wages agreement was
introduced. :
Workers on the Grain site were
employed by contractors i

operating
~ on behalf of the Central Electricity

Generating Board. Bonus systems
meant that some workers were paid

. higher rates than others. As work

progressed on the site different

. groups of workers bargained for

higher bonus rates as their skills
came into special demand. g

Stop the Isle of Grain scabs!

August the laggers, members of the
GMWU, had won especially high
bonus rates. The laggers’ skills —
doing the final insulation for pipes
and turbines before they go ‘on
stream’ — meant that the laggers

could threaten complete shut down.

and hence command high bonuses.

A complex system of on-site
bargaining and bonus payments is
common to the whole construction
industry, particularly on big sites.
By taking on the laggers at Grain,
the CEGB saw its way open to
changing this situation once and
for all by playing sections of the
workforce off against each other.

Board

The board began negotiating a
new wages. agreement to standard-
ise bonuses. For most workers on
the Grain site it meant an im-
mediate wage incr — while
bargaining away the ibility of
high bonuses in future. But for the
most highly paid workers, the lag-
gers, it meant a wage cut; for many

-
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been halved.

The unions representing the
other workers, the Electricians
Union (EETPU) and the construc-
tion sectdn of the Engineering
Union (AUEW), jumped straight
into management’s trap and
accepted the new agreements in
return for promises of permanent
work.

The laggers began strike action
and work was stopped on the site.
The CEGB stepped up threats to
stop work at Grain altogether.

The leaders of the EETPU and
the AUEW lined up with manage-
ment to insist that the laggers ac-
cept the wage cut. Eventually, the
leaders of the construction section
of these two unions, Eric Ham-
mond and John Baldwin, said that
they would provide unskilled
members of their own unions to do.
the laggers’ work.

When the two unions actually
carried out this threat they broke
with a fundamental principle of
trade unionism and a root source of

When the CEGB stepped in last

no union will do jobs traditionally
done by another group of workers.
To put it another way, unions do
not scab on each other.

Why are the leaders of the
EETPU and the AUEW construc-
tion section prepared to ignore
these principles on the Isle of
Grain? Baldwin, the AUEW
leader, has given two reasons for
his action: that he is protecting his
members’ jobs, and that he wants
to see ‘fair’ rates for all workers on
construction sites. Neither reason
justifies his scab role.

Power

The power station being built
on Grain is nearing completion,
and it is highly unlikely that the
CEGB would jeopardise the entire
project for the sake of the higher
wages they would pay to the site’s
28 laggers.

The board is, of course, keen on
a new set of wages and bonus
agreements that provide even
greater superprofits and lower
overheads — that’s what the bosses

Ford, robots and jobs
Exterminate!
Exterminate!

By Mick Drake

FORD workers across West
Europe face a ferocious attack on
their jobs and working conditions
that will make the preseat loss of
over 1,500 jobs in the foundry
and engine plants at Dagenham
look like chicken-feed.

Secret management documents
leaked last week reveal that at a re-
cent ‘10 Year Business Plan’ meeting
in Cologne, every European plant
manager was instructed to compile
‘shopping lists’ for ‘cost-saving
actions in an ‘‘after Japan’ situa-
tion’.

The list for the Halewood
transmission plant runs to four pages
and 54 suggestions.

These include: elimination of all
forms of demarcation and the
replacement of fitters and electricians
by technicians; increased use of
robots, computer-controlled opera-
tions, and more interlinking of
machines through automation; in-
tegration of quality control inspec-

tors into production; and the increas-
-ed use of selective layoffs.

The drive behind this onslaught is
the crisis of the world car industry —
particularly the three US giants:
General Motors, Ford, and Chrysler.

They have been caught building
oversized, overpriced gas-guzzlers
when, because of rising oil prices,
people want smaller cars. Japanese
manufacturers have steped in and
will take 21 per cent of the US market
this year compared with Ford’s 17
per cent and Chrysler’s 7.5 per cent.

The world recession has com-

- pounded this crisis for the US-based

car giants. In May, for instance, car
sales were down 37 per cent in the US
and 33 per cent in the UK on this time
last year. :

In the United States, Ford lost $1
billion in 1979 and is expected to lose
$1.5 billion this year. Up to now,
Ford’s European operations have
kept it floating, contributing $2

. billion to the corporate treasury in

1979 alone — including nearly £500
million from Britain.

But the slump is drying up this
flow of cash and the knives are com-
ing out. Management calls it
‘Japanisation’.,
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ticipation to muzzle union opposition
as jobs are eliminated.

The latest issue of Ford’s house
journal claims that if Ford UK was to
effectively compete with Japanese
manufacturers it should have a total
workforce of 30,000 instead of the
present 76,000!

What’s in store for Ford’s UK
plants?

Automation: The use of robots
in - the Halewood body and paint
shops in preparation for the new
Escort will cost 200 jobs. New £1m
presses in the Dagenham press shop
will amalgamate the jobs of. die set-
ters, press operators, and automation

Computerisation: Initially
visual display units were used in the
receiving and shipping departments.
This has been extended at the
Langley truck plant to the full com-
puterisation of stock control.

The next step is to introduce com-
puters directly into the manufactur-
ing process, meaning minute-to-
minute control over the remaining
production and maintenance
workers. . ) i

Participation: The aim of
management is to go straight over the
heads of the union leaders at national
and plant level and to introduce
shopfloor worker  participation
schemes in the form of ‘quality
circles’. : :

The workforce is broken down
into small groups of no more than 15
people, including a foreman and
superintendent. This group discusses
a ‘quality’ problem — usually in a
soft hour’s overtime.

How long before we go fully
‘Japanese’ and every worker has to
make at least one suggested improve-
ment a month?

The shopfloor has not been
prepared for this onslaught. But mass
meetings throughout the country last
week rejected Ford’s proposals for a
double day-shift system which would
not have cut the working week.

A renewed fight now for the
35-hour week is the first move in
turning pew technology to our advan-
tage and*protecting jobs.

The second move should be a
campaign for union control over its
introduction, rejection of any form
of  worker

mandgement. implementing its p

" plant.by.plant.”.". ... i
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The experience of the steel
strike and the settlement at BL
show that workers in the public sec-
tor will be on the receiving end of
some of the fiercest attacks on their
level of organisation and living
standards — attacks organised
under the auspices of the Tory
government. The power workers
employed by the CEGB are no ex-
ception.

Fight

Trade unions exist to fight.
They recognise that the workers’

interests are invariably opposed to -

those of the boss, and that without
superior organisation the bosses’
generally - win. But in  Grain,
Baldwin didn’t even begin to call
the CEGB’s bluff. He just echoed
the bosses’ threats to the workers.
He says he is seeking a ‘fair’
rate for all workers on the Grain-
site, but he did not put up any bat-
tle to raise the wage level of his
workers to that of the laggers. On
this, too, he just went along with

prepared to offer.

The agreement undermines the
potential of all workers in the in-
dustry to argue for higher bonus
rates when their productivity is
especially needed.

Trade union solidarity in sup-
port of the laggers is now urgently
needed, not just for the sake of
their rates of pay, but in the intersts
of the whole trade union move-
ment.

" Terry Duffy, president of the
AUEW, played a similar forelock
tugging role in dealing with BL.
The longer such leaders are allowed
to remain at the helm the task of the
Tories, in breaking up the organis-
ed- strength of the trade union
movement, becomes that much
casier. .

But leaders like these can be
kicked out if workers in their
unions get organised to replace
them. A first step towards.this in
the Engineering Union can be

.taken at the Engineering Charter

conference on 27 June. Duffy must
not be re-elected for a further
11ve years next year.

All workers, throughout the
trade union movement, can sta%
the fight by insisting that Len Mur-
ray and the TUC discipline the
EEPTU and the AUEW construc-
tion section unless they honour the
Bridlington agreement and take
their members off the laggers’ jobs.

) of them their wlai would have organised workers’ strength — that  always want. the CEGB and what it was




Fightback
holds
second
lconference

By Rachel Lever

FIG_HTBACK for
Women'’s Rights holds its
second conference this
Saturday, 21 June, at
Digbeth Haill, Birm-
| ingham.

At the first conference,
500 women from different
political backgrounds in the
women’s movement and the
labour movement — in-
cluding 150 from .the
Labour Party came
together to confront ' the
Tory government’s attacks
on women’s rights.

Informally, the con-
ference launched a number
| of areas of work. These fin-
cluded a fight against sexfSm
in the labour movement; a
rallying of women for the
TUC Day of Action; and an
attempt to relate Labour
women’s sections to the
wider movement - for
women’s liberation.

Newspaper

Other plans were (o
develop the pre-conference
broadsheet into a regular
newspaper, and to organise
a second conference to
decide on firm policies and
plans for action and how the
campaign should be run.

Resolutions for the seec-
ond conference include a
draft policy prepared by an
interim volunteer planning
committee, which situates
the campaign in relation to
the women’s movement and
the labour movement and
indicates the general areas
of activity the campaign
should concentrate on.

In addition, detailed
resolutions have been sub-
mitted on cuts, women in
the trade unions, women’s
right to work, the Employ-
ment Bill, the National
Women’s Festival,
other initiatives.

| Campaign

There will be a separate
discussion on publishing 2
newspaper.

The conference is open
to individuals as well as
delegates, and all those in-
terested in mounting an
open, popular, non-
sectarian campaign to push
back the Tory offensive are
urged to attend and take
part in formulating the cam-
paign’s policies.

There will be a creche,
food, and a lunchtime play
by Midiand Red. Transport
is being arranged from a
number of major cities.
Ring Marian or Sue on
021-471 1964 for details.
From London, two coaches
will leave from Midland
Road (by St. Pancras) at
7.45am.

FAIGHTBACK

2

" DETAILS. FROM, &1 cuingeon Strewt. London N7

HOMENEWS
lWomen’s

and

red to the Equal Opportunities
Commission (from 1,742 in
1976, to 108 in 1979) indicates
the dwindling enthusiasm that
working women have for the
commission.

More often than not the
EOC dismisses their case and
has in any case puny powers to
force employers and institu-
tions to stop discriminating.

The time has come for the
labour movemeént to re-assess
its attitude to equality at work.

The programme of the
Labour Party, discussed at the
special conference on 31 May,
makes no mention of new

equality legislation. Yet Tony

Benn and others on the left in

the Labour Party have begun

to make overtures to activists

within the women’s movement,
_ suggesting that they join the
Labour Party to integrate
feminist demands into the
labour movement.

Equality at work will not be
gained simply by attempting to
compare men’s work with
women’s worl} as the basis for
equal pay. .

Because women’s work ' is
largely different from men’s
the only way to immediately
boost their wages is to fight
low pay by forcing employers
to establish a minimum wage
level for all workers.

Oppression

But even tacking low pay is
not enough. Because- women

‘By Denny Fitzpatrick

‘IN general the Equal Pay
“Act can do nothing to
tackle the disproportionate

concentration of women in

low-paid industries and
occupations.’

That was the verdict of
the Women’s TUC on the
last Labour government’s
attempts to give women
-equality with men at work.

Women’s pay in 1978 and
1979 fell even further behind
men’s. The declining number
of discrimination cases refer-

tion and oppression they have
to be positively encouraged to
gain skills and training, and
above all to see it as our right
to do the same jobs and earn
the same money as men.

Equality legislation is not
enough. Legislation must be
- passed and an education pro-
gramme launched so that there
is positive discrimination_ in
favour of women entering
jobs, professions, and institu-
tions which are presently
dominated by men.

Employers have to be forc-
ed to set quotas for the
employment and training of
women, and the Equal Oppor-
tunities Commission must be’
given powers to financially
punish employers who refuse
to meet these targets.

No waiting

But women cannot wait for
such legislation to be passed
sometime in the future. Our
livelihoods are under attack
now. '

The Equal Opportunity
Commission. has  already
pointed out that ‘the automatic
practice of laying off part-time
workers - first in redundancy
situations is likely - to hit
women hardest and could well
‘be  unlawful indirectdis-
crimination’.

CATHIE Dobie (above) an engineer at Rolls Royce in Hillington,
Scotland, was sacked for changing her name when name when
she seperated from her husband.

Two journals or one?

TRADE unions up and down the country have passed
thousands of resolutions calling on their members to support
women’s rights over the last ten years. Now it’s time that words
were turned into action. .

Many wohen activists in the labour movement have come
to realise that if women’s needs are really going to be discussed
special attention has to be paid to actively involving women.

Two new journals have been launched which both have this
aim in mind. Women in Action, coming out of the Working
Women’s Charter Campaign, decided to campaign around the
TUC Women’s Charter urging the trade unions to act to defend
women’s rights.

Women’s Fightback, initially launched a couple of months
ago by women activists in the Labour Party after the first
Fightback conference, aims to reach out to women fighting the
cuts in social expenditure, and to coordinate the activities of
women in the Labour Party and the unions.

A broad based regular newspaper that could involve as
many working women as possible would be an invaluable asset
to women fighting back against the Teories.

Let’s hope for the biggest possible turnout for Women
Fightback’s second conference so that we can discuss pooling
resources of the two journals. ’

Hopes are high that it might be ‘possible to insert such a’
journal in- official trade union newspapers, whiith would
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face centuries of discrimina- -

Women need union back-
ing now to take such cases to
the EEC and win.

The labour movement will
not take up the demands of
women in the present
economic sitaution . unless
women themselves come for-
ward and articulate their
demands, both in the Labour
Party and within the trade
unions. )

Women need to ensure that
we are fully represented when

negotiations _ between
employers and unions take
place.

The Fightback conference
called for this weekend in Bir-
mingham provides women
active in the labour movement
with an' excellent opportunity
to discuss how a campaign can
be mounted which tells the

Tower Hamlets

omen need more
than equality

whole labour movement  that
women need positive action if
we are to move nearer to
equality with men at work.

The Women Fightback
conference takes place in Birm-
ingham at Digbeth Hall this
Saturday, 21 June, 1lam-5pm.
Socialist Challenge supporters
will be meeting on Friday night
at 8.30pm

women'’s festival

Tower Hamlets trades council is planning a Women’s
Festival for Saturday 21 June. .

The aim of the event is to highlight the way in which the Tory
government- is trying to whittle away many hard won rights of .
women and to discuss how to fightback.

Weomen in Tower Hamlets feel confident that they can organise
a fight back. ‘We have had our successes,’ says Trina Shane, a
member of the women’s sub-commiittee of the trades council. ‘We
fought for a day-care abortion clinic and won it. We built a local
anti-Corrie group and helped to defeat that Bill. We’re having a
festival to celebrate our ability to organise in this way.’

Tower Hamlets Women’s Festival,

Saturday 21 June, 12-6pm,

Oxford House, Derbyshire Street, E2. Social in the evening with
«Jam Today’ at Fairholt House, Commercial St., Aldgate East,

EL

their own sexuality.

of time to discuss.

oppression

revolution.’ true or false?

women’s liberation.

Women’s liberation
and socialism

REVOLUTION Youth is holding an educational event on
‘Women’s Liberation and Socialism’. Revolution members
have been very active in the abortion movement pointing out
that young women face particular problems in controlling

Now Revolution Youth intends to learn more about the
politics of the women’s liberation movement. This weekend
event takes place in Brighton on the 19-20 July. It won’t be
hard work either. They’ll be a gig in the evening and plenty

Saturday: Noon - 5.15pm.

Session 1 How it all started — the origins of women’s

Session 2 Sexual politics and sex role stereotypes

Sunday: 10.30am. - 5.15pm.
‘Session 3 ‘There will be no revolution without women’s
liberation; there will be no women’s liberation without

Film Take it Like a Man Ma’am ]
Session 4: Summary on Revolution Youth and the fight for

-
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Women's Liberation and Socialism event
Brighton 19-20 July

/we are interested in attending the
weekend educational event. : :

Name/S ccececncsasse vetesecesssssanrssnsesans cerasans eesecscssssessne .
BIANCH «cveenevesecesencesseconasssssessascssassanssecesonsassossnscssns

1/We enclose.......... For Documents.......... 1/We will need

" Plesse éompiété ami return to; PO Box 50, «Lon.d,on NLi .

Accommodation.....




THE victimisation of Phil Cordell is just
one example of the kind of event which
will be commonplace when the Tories’
Employment Bill becomes law. The Bill
has emerged from its committee stage in
the House of Commons with even more
restrictions on trade umion rights than
were originally proposed.

*  Besides attacking many established trade
union nghts to engage in effective industrial

action against an employer, the Bill contains a.

number of proposals which will strengthen the
hand of the employers in disciplining the labour

force and seriously undermining women’s.

rights.

Outlined here are the main proposals in the
Bill.

At present all peaceful picketing in connec-
tion with an industrial dispute is lawful. It may
take place anywhere, except near a person’s
home, and there are no res(nctions on who can
picket.

Under the terms of the Employment Bill,
lawful picketing will be restricted to:

* Workers picketing at or near their own
place of work;

* Trade union officials who are picketing at

_ or near their own place of work;

* Workers sacked because of a trade

dispute, who are picketing their former place of
work.
. No other picketing will be lawful. Secon-
dary picketing, or picketing by supporters of
strikes — like the Grunwick or Chix pickets —
will not be lawful. Many forms of boycotting,
(‘blacking’) will be made illegal, as will the ad-
vocacy of boycotting by ‘outsiders’ or sym-
pathisers of strikers.

The role of the arbitration body ACAS and
statutory procedures — such as ballots — to
determine union recognition will be abolished.
It will be left to the workers and the employers
to slug it out. But because of the limitations on
picketing and boycotting it will be much more
difficult to win union recognition struggles. .

The main provision in the Bill on the closed
shop is that workers can opt out of the closed
shop, or get reinstatement or compensation if

By Patrick Sikorski

port of reinstatement was

Anatomy of the
ployment Bill

they are sacked for not joining a closed shop, if
they ‘genuinely’ object to trade unions on the
ground of ‘deeply held personal convictions’.
At the moment the only legitimate way to
opt out of a closed shop arrangement is on
religious grounds. The new provisions will
amount to an open scabs charter, allowing in-

DEFEND PHIL
CORDDELL

dividual reactionaries to begin to opt out of and
disrupt closed shops.

New closed shop arrangements will have to
have over 80 per cent of the workers voting in
favour to be ‘approved’ — that is, to make it
enforceable.

Under the new. provisions on unfair
dismissal, industrial tribunals will have to take
into account the size and resources of 8 com-
pany in deciding whether dismissal is unfair. In
other words, small firms are given a free hand
to dismiss whom they want.

There will be no minimum compensation
- for workers found to have been wrongly
dismissed — in other words, especially with
small firms, they could get nothing at all.

Tribunals will be abie to reduce compensa-
tion on the basis of the employee’s conduct
before. or after dismissal. This means that
workers dismissed unfairly could .have their
compensation reduced if the tribunal takes a
poor view of their trade union activity in trying
to win reinstatement!

Employers will be able to argue that trade
union activity before dismissal was
unreasonable conduct.

Under the provisions of the Bill, maternity
rights for women are seriously restricted. Small
firms with five workers or less will be under no
obligation to re-employ a woman who takes
maternity leave if it is not ‘reasonably prac-
ticable’ for them to do so.

All employers will be able to refuse to give a
woman her job back if it is not ‘reasonably
practicable’ to do so and she ‘unreasonably’
refuses suitable alternative employment. This
alternative job can be anything, as long as the
terms and conditions are not ‘substantially less
favourable’ than her previous terms and condi-

" tioms.

The condmons of notification of maternity

" leave and intention to return to work are con-

siderably tightened up.

These are just some of the prov:sions of the
Employment Bill. It also contains provisions on
trade union membership, taking it out of the
hands of the unions themselves to decide who
can be a member, and on public funds for
union ballots.

For the full details of the Bill send for a
copy of ‘The Tory Employment Bill’ published
by the Labour - Research Department, 78
Blackfriars Rd, London SEI 8HF. Price 35p

plus p&p.
]
Recall the Defend Our Unions
conference!

ON 23 June last year 1,100 trades union delegates met in
Manchester to plan a campaign against the Tories’ Employ-
ment Bill. The conference adopted the Defend Our Unions
‘Code of Practice’, which has been widely discussed inside
the labour movement.

Last month the annual conference of the National Union of
Public Employees unanimously adopted the Code of Practice. Yet
despite the adoption of the code by many organisations, virtually
nothing has been heard-of future action from the Defend Our
Unions conference.

No plans for a recall or for any other co-ordinated actlon have

been announced. This is a foolish waste of a tremendous oppor-
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MORE than five hundred
Civil Servants took partin a
protest in Brixton, South
London, on Friday over the
victimisation of two local
activists in the Civil and
Public = Services Associa-
tion.

The demonstration and
rally at Brixton Town Hall
were just part of a nationwide
campaign for the reinstatement
of Phil Corddell, secretary of
the CPSA’s Department of
Employment branch in South

London, and Richard
Cleverley, the branch
organiser.

Messages of support were

" received from all over London

‘and the South-east, the
Midlands, = the North,and
Scotland — indicating that
many branches and sub-
branches had taken strike

action for the day or a half--

day.

Reasons

Three reasons were given
for Phil Corddell’s- dismissal:
that he picketed the CPSA ex-
ecutive during the 1979 pay
campaign; -that he signed, as
branch secretary, an Anti-Nazi
League advert in a local
newspaper; and that he attend-
ed the TUC Lobby of
Parliament to oppose the

. Corrie anti-abortion Bill.

In fact, on each occasion,
'+ Phil . was acting on the full
‘. mandate of his branch. .’

strongest in- Scotland, where
3,500 CPSA came out on
strike. The offices hit by their
action included the DHSS,
unemployment benefit,
customs and
Sherriff’s office in Glasgow,
and the Scottish Office.

Stewart McLennan,
assistant regional secretary of
the union’s Scottish DHSS

committee, which had called §
on all members in its section to ¥
fraternal §

strike, brought
greetings to the Brixton rally.

Lies

He says that the campaign
had been built in the face of
lies and slander from manage-
ment by way of official cir-
culars. There was intimidation
of members who took action
last Friday, in addition to a
national ban on Phil Corddell
entering practically any Civil
Service . premises to talk to
union members.

Yet since he was informed
of his sacking on 30 April, Phil

"and . other members of the

Brixton unemployment benefit
office where he works have
addressed some 120 meetings
around the country.

Stuart 'Holland MP was
just one of the speakers at the
rally who emgphasised that
Phil, and Richard Cleverley,
have been sacked, first because

they are effective trades
unionists, and secondly
because they are

" unionists:. who: - believe thgt ’desg
issues ,l_x!gq_ ghe Qlatlonal Frontm *% mhemamts ofthe’ cmmu

LY

excise, the :

uld be
e Jabour

and abortion rights s
of vital concén-
movement.

Victimisation has not stop-
ped at the two Brixton ac-
tivists. Disciplinary procedures
have been started against
Stewart - MacLennan and
Alison Korce, the Scottish
regional DHSS  secretary,

‘because they have organised

meetings on DHSS premises in

trades “‘$ﬂp‘§bﬂ2 QL. PHil . aad. ”R;cﬁa:a .

The managenzens ha,

try, however, meetings had to
be held in car parks and in
members’ own time. This is
because the CPSA leadership is
dragging its feet.

A fortnight ago the union’s
annual conference unanimous-
ly carried a resolution ins#fuc-
ting the executive to give full
support for industrial action in
the Brixton office, the branch
and the union as a whole. But

Assistant , General Secretary:

Alistajr, Graham refused - to:
commit - the > union at the

tunity for stoking up the campaign against the Employment Bill,
which is at the centre of the government’s attack on the unions.

" It now seems certain that the strengthened Bill will become law
in July. The Defend Our Unions conference last June voted for a
recall conference when the Bill became law. There are no signs of

this mandate being carried out.

But there is a vital need for trades unionists to come together to
map out a plan of campaign for defeating the implementation of

the Bill.

Even if the Employment Bill becomes law, there is no reason
for complacency. It is difficult to believe that John Deason and the
other organisers of Defend Qur Unions believe that we should sit
back and wait for a Labour government to repeal the anti-union

legislation.

Brixfon rally to calling out the
90 members at the Brixton of-
fice.

It is quite possible that
following a meeting of the
union’s national disputes com-
mittee last week, the leadership
may decide to refer the case to
various = appeals procedures
rather than sanction all-out ac-
tion in Brixton,

Clear

Phil Corddell made it clear
in his speech at the rally that
the members in Brixfon, while
they needed proof from the
union of its official support
were prepared to take a cut in
their strike pay as the action
spread. They came out for
three days when the dismissal
was first announced.

With 40,000 jobs already
lost in the Civil Service through
natural  wastage, = another
40,000 being chopped at the
..moment, The Tories are now

talking of  the need to axe

another 75,000.jobs over the
next three years.

As Phil Corddell says, sup-
porting - his reinstatement is
part of the fight to defend the
union and the job of every
member.

The next mobilisation in
the campaign will be on 27
June when Richard Cleverley’s

sacking starts. In the meantime -

every CPSA branch should
send the following resolution
to the union executive.

‘This branch demands that the
NEC holds a special delegate con-
ference to organise for indefinite
strike action, with full pay, by
CPSA members at Brixton UBO
until reinstatement of Corddell,
Cleverley et al, has been achieved.

‘This branch agrees that if the
NEC instructs the NDC to
organise such action, then this
branch agrees to reconsider the call
for a Special Delegate Con-
ference.’

Inquiries, messages of support,
and donations te: Brixton !
CPSA - Defence- -Campaign, 16
Knowlton Hse, Cowley Rd Estate,
London SW9. Tel 01-582164S. -
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Leyland
militants
assess the

damage

By Pat Hickey, Rover SDI
Solihull ‘

THE first national con-
ference of the Leyland
Action Committee attracted
50 carworkers from the
major BL car plants when it
met in Birmingham last
Saturday.

The conference discussed a
balance sheef of the struggle
against the implementation of
the ‘Slaves Charter’.in BL —
the 92-page productivity docu-
ment that Michael Edwardes
-had successfully imposed in
April — and went on to debatel
what the next steps were for
militants in BL.

Cowley

Alan  Thornett, fromk

Cowley, opened the conference
with an assessment of the
strikes against the 5§ per cent
pay and productivity deal. He
pointed out that management
had won not because workers
were unwilling to struggle; but
because the trade umion
leaders, -including ‘left-wing’
-Moss Evans, had not given con-
tinued official backing to
workers’ protests.

The combine committee
and the Leyland cars joint
negotiating committee,
Thornett considered, had given
Evans and Duffy a completely
free hand. Theé rank and file
had nowhere to turn.

Management has - since
moved in to consolidate its
gains. An appeals system has
been negotiated for grading
disputes between management
and union officials which ex-
cludes strike action by setting
up a ‘final appeals’ body for
disputes consisting of a
member of the TUC, a member -

. of  management, and - an
‘independent’ negotiator.

This is the nearest any
British company must have
ever got to the Australian
system of forced arbitration!

But rank and file workers at -

BL are not letting the company
have it all its own way. The
discussion on the full im-
plementation of the 92-page
document showed that
regrading, ‘new  manning’
levels, and forced mobility were
still being opposed.

Claim

The next wage claim was
also discussed. The Leyland
Action Committee .decided to
campaign -for a claim of £120,
index linked to the cost of liv-
ing, and a 35-hour week. BL
workers are not likely to take
kindly to another wage cut
?lfetaelr the insulting 5 per cent

The Communist Party’s
stranglehold on the combine
leadership has to be challenged
by militants in BL. The CP has
proved itself totally unwilling
to lead a fight without official

.‘backing. TIt. hailed the Trecent

VIGLOTY. L. L.l

- sell out By Moss Evans as'a =" "’
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The Leyland Action Com-
mittee gained a good reputa-
tion in the recent dispute by

~campaigning for everyone to

come out against the 92-page
document. .

The grouping of militants
now intends to fight for
democratic control over wage
negotiations by calling on Moss
Evans, Bill Lapworth, of
the regional automative group,
and Jack Adams, Chairperson
of the region § cars council, to
call a national delegate con-
ference.

The aim is to elect a
negotiating committee that can
stop the BL workers being sold
out again by their official
representatives.

v ]:ost Office engineers—4h

By Dave Ward .
Branch secretary, Horsham POEU

THE City of London must be dreading 4 August. On that day the
Post Office Engineering Union is due to start industrial action in
support of its pay claim. The first to be hit will be the parasites of
Threadneedle Street.

Telephone engineers run the telecommunications system that
keeps British finance capital running. Telex, telegrams,
telephones, computer-links, all run through the Post Office and
the members of London City branch of the POEU will be more
than willing to pull the plugs.

That’s exactly what they did in 1978 during the fight for a
shorter working week. The action was so effective that a delega-
tion of bankers and stockbrokers went scurrying to Downing
Street to plead with Callaghan to get the dispute settled.

Since 1978 we have all learnt a lot of lessons about how te run
an effective dispute in telecoms, and we’re under no illusions
about how tough a fight we're in for. We know that the Tory
government is out to impose a wage freeze in the public sector.
That’s why we’ve been offered 15 per cent and the nurses only 14
per cent. So we know that we’re taking on Thatcher. All the
experience of *78 will be needed to help us win.

We also know that our executive, or at least its right-wing

- majority, has no intention of mounting a serious fight. It opposed

the wage claim — 30 per cent plus 7 per cent bonus — at the union
annusl conference. They were defeated by the militant branches
from the industrial centres — London, Manchester, Birmingham,

Liverpool, Glasgow. But the first half-way decent offer they get

they’ll try to sell-out and they certainly won’t be going all out for

g

to win

effective action.

That’s why it’s up to the left to win this dispute. As soon as we

got back to our branch we had a well-attended special branch
meeting to explain the claim. The response was overwhelmingly in
favour of action and of the claim. We’re following this up with
special leaflets detailing the claim and the arguments for it, with-
an elected industrial action committee which will meet weekly and
with proposals to the other branches in our area for meetings to
co-ordinate. This is the first step in getting solid support for
action. .

The executive is likely to do three things: a national overtime
ban and work-to-rule, pulling eut London City and the inter-
national exchanges, and a national ome-day strike. While this will
have a quick effect, it won’t be emough to defeat Thatcher. And
this sort of partial action opens the way for divisions in our ranks.
We'll be arguing for continual escalation of the action, leading to
an all-out strike if necessary.

To start with we need a national demonstration to kick off the
action and create solidarity. Regional demonstratiens and pickets
could also help to create the spirit we need. We will be arguing for
the Broad Left activists around the country to take these sorts of
initiatives, because it’s down to us to win.

The other action we’re planming is to get out to other unions
and trades councils to win support. We know we’re fighting a
pay-freeze and so do the nurses. i’s about time the rest of the
workers’ movement woke up to it too. If we lose this dispute the
nurses don’t stand a chance, and everyone who’s got a wage claim
in this autumn had better watch out. As the steelworkers said: ‘Us
Today — You Tomorrow’.

Charting a course for
Engineering Union

By Rab Bird

Carbrook No. 2 branch,

AUEW Sheffield
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THE Engineering Charter conference on

28 June is a must for every militant in the
engineering industry.

We are being squeezed from both sides
— by a decline in living standards and by
a leadership that’s out to crush grass roots
opposition in the union.

Engineering workers need a leadership that
can tackle unemployment and inflation, and
sees the need for policies' that can unite
workers in the struggle against the Tories.

To combat unemployment and inflation we
need a fight for worksharing and index-linked
wage rises. We have to encourage the struggles
of the low-paid and the unemployed and to
support the fight against racism and equal
rights for women.

We have to fight around the issues and
policies that challenge the right wing in the
AUEW. The national pay dispute last year
showed that the will to fight is there. The main
problem in the union is now a political one —
how to overcome the lack of credibility caused
by years of right-wing rule.

The Engineering Charter pamphlet produc-
ed to build the conference does’nt mention
thesg issues; instead it concentrates on the
organisational effects of the right wing, and
the gap between the stewards and branch of-
ficials and the ordinary members.

Yet this gap was caused by the erosion of

militancy through voluntary redundancy ang
_-suport for the Labour goverment’s social'con- :

’k, not — as the pamphlet implies — by the

existence of full-time convenors.

The right-wing leadership has to be remov-
ed before there is any hope of the AUEW
adopting such pelicies. This can only be done
by a grass roots campaign that is organised in
the factories and branches around fighting
policies that can challenge the right nationally.

The ‘Troad Left’, the biggest left group in
the union, has been weak in this respect. Its
preoccupation with elections has led it away
from much of the routine work of organising
in the factories.

After the disastrous effects of workers’
participation in Leyland and the failure of
Scanion to defend the membership under the
last Labour government, the Broad Left has to
change its strategy. ‘

It doesn’t follow, though, that militants
.. can simply look to Engineering Charter to pro-
vide all the answers. The pamphlet doesn’t
even mention the existence of the Broad Left,
and doesn’t take up the difference between the
Broad Left and the Charter.

Bizarrely, the pamphlet pushes the Charter
as the only organisation fighting in the
AUEW. This approach only confuses militants
further. . )

The forthcoming Charter conference will
provide an important focus. for the fightback
against the right. B:' we ne:d to go further; we.
need a fighting groau ¥ the rank and file -
which can unite agaiisi > “ories and for class
struggle peiicies ik~ (Le _-nour week, work
sharing an equal - j&: ~ omen.

These sre the ;- cies «hich can win the
membership to fiv. ~ig bth the right wing
and the Tories.

AWhat's wrang. . . -
vfor change in the At »
uggg char{f;’ ,=»265¢ BT
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HOME NEWS

" Nurses lead
actionon

pay

By Norman Lockhart, NUPE 4

THREE hundred nurses in uniform led a

700-strong march through Glasgow on Saturday.
Organised by the Glasgow nurses action group

(NAG), the demonstrators opposed the rent in-

. creases for nurses’ accommodation, the recent 14
‘per cent pay package, and the continuing cuts in
the Health Service.

- At a rally after the march Avril Mitchell, a student nurse

from Glasgow western district, said that nurses wanted a 30 per.

cent pay increase like the doctors, and they would have to take
action to win it.

-She also called for rent to be frozen and hospital closures to
- be stopped

The Edinburgh NAG was represented by Veronica Leadbet-
ter, a trainee nursing tutor and also a delegate to NUPE's
national nurses advisory committee.

She said that nurses should vote agamst the offer in their
union branches and prepare for a nationally co-ordinated fight,-
including working to rule and strike action.

A possible focus for a national day of action will be when
staff and management resume negotiations on 8 July. -
The appalling conditions in the nurses’ accommodation
" were described by Christine Shand, from Eastern district NAG,
- who welcomed the rally as the first step in the fightback

Jack Lyttle, a nursing tutor, called for more local action
groups to be set up in hospitals.

" Banners on-the march included: Glasgow Trades Council,
Lothign - NALGO, Talbot' shop stewards, General and
Municipal Workers Union, NUPE, Glasgow students, and the
teachers’ action group.

From the platform, Willie Hamilton MP compared the
nurses’s pay offer to the huge awards given to the police and the
army. He said that the £900m being spent on a new torpedo
would pay for half the NHS pay bill.

George Anderson, a NUPE official stressed that nurses need
to join unions. Speaking for the CPSA, International Marxist
Group member Stewart McLennan said that more trades unions
should support the nurses who were vulnerable to victimisation.

James Milne brought greetings from the STUC, of which he
is general secretary.

Transport
Union rules
‘not so okay

By Mike Eaude
THE large majority of the
motions - submitied by

TGWU branches for the
union’s rules conference
later this month concern
democracy in the union.

One reason for this can be .-

seen from the method by
which delegates to the con-
ference itself are elected. As
with every other ballot in the
TGWU, all that appears on
the voting paper is the can-
didate’s name and branch.

Most delegates to the rules
conference, which is held
every $ix years, are convenors
from large plants. Many of
the motions call for details of
the - background, political
views, and platform of can-
didates to be circulated.

“ Elections

‘By far the largest number
. of motions on any topic is for
the election of full-time of-

ficers, who are presently ap--

pointed by the executive.
Several motions call for
periodic " elections for the
general secretary.

Another proposal that has
been submitted to the con-
ference, which begins on 24
June, is for the setting up of
branches for unemployed
workers who would have the
status of full members.

Women’s rights are also
on the agenda.
the Transport Union begm
‘Dear Brother’, as if the third
of a million women members
don’t exist.

The executive has putin a
motion stating ‘words impor-
ting the male gender mclude

motion calls for the rule book
‘to be made relevant to the
whole membership, w

cludes the female sex’

'/ ,Anti-nuclear campaign

By Carol Russell

opposes weapons

THE demand for ‘no nuclear weapons’ was added
to the objectives of the Anti-Nuclear Campaign at
its first annual meeting last weekend.

Over 120 people attended, with the majority of

national organisations affiliated to the campaign. The Iatter in- -
cludes the Intermational Marxist Group and the - Socialist
Workers Party.

A proposal to adopt a demand for unilateral nuclear disarm-

- ament was defeated.. But a later resolution called for the cam-

paign to make unilateral -disarmament by Britain one of the
campsigning priorities, and this was passed with specific
reference to the Cruise misiles.

Most speakers agreed with unilateral nuclear disarmament,

" * but the debate explored how divisive it might be to adopt this as

2 major objective.

Other resolutions dealing with national campaigning
focuses called for an anti-nuclear carnival sometime next year,
education of the public on nuclear power, and work within the
trade nnlon movement.

Clalmants take up the struggle

By Alison Cooper

tions to the home, and tele-
phones are provided by local

OVER the past week claimants and consumers of authorities to people with
social services have taken to the streets in two disabilities.

demonstrations in London.
Since the Tories came to power, claimants and

These services are being

in response to the govern-

their standard of living have been under attack ment’s call for a 6.7 per cent

through:

* Cut-backs in
authority social services;

* An uprating of benefits
which goes nowhere - near
meeting the cost of inflation;

" * Actual cuts in some
benefits, including unemploy-
ment, sickness, and invalidity
benefits;

*A £12
benefit paid
families;

* Massive  restrictions on

additional supplementary
benefit payments.

local

reduction in
to strikers’

The Social Securii Bill ‘helps, personal aids, adapta- bread and water lunch outside

Llanwern

: steelworkers
warned over jobs

By Celia Pugh

PESSIMISTS who think the jobs fight in the South  the
Wales steel plants is over received a surprise last

week.

cut in personal social services.

was passed with only minimal
.amendment, but resistance is
now mounting.

On Wednesday of last
week over a hundred
claimants - and ' people with
disabilities demonstrated out-
side the headquarters of the
Department of Health and
Social Security and went on to
lobby MPs in defence of the
Chronically Sick and Disabl-
ed Persons Act.

This is the Act under
which services such as home

as they are, disabled people
are not prepared to see this

" toothless Act weakened even
further. Their call was to de-
fend and extend it.

‘Bread and water will be
just- about all claimants can”
-afford after November,” was
the message put across by the
National Campaign Against
the Social Security Cuts at its

The protesters were warn-
ing. Llanwern. steelworkers
that the 3,600 jobs recently
signed away with a ‘slimlin-

. ing’ sagreement could be
followed by  total closure.
This would have devastating
consequences for the Gwent
community.

An action committee with
broad support was formed to
challenge BSC’s claims that

‘slimdown’ is - um-
tested. - The action group
‘'was set up by Lianwern sup-
porters of the Steel Sheet

‘A steelworkers’ picket outside the threatened bulletin.

Llanwern steelworks was joined by 40 miners
voting Tepresenting seven lodges, local Labour Party
delegates from local and regional anti-nuclear groups or from representatives, Sylvia Jones from the Wales TUC,
campaigners from the South Wales health cuts
‘committee, and from local women’s groups.

Publicity was assured by a
contingent of Musician’s

THE deadline for
short news articles for
;thls ge is 10.30am

ay. Articles up to
200 words can be
rung = through. on
Sundays on 01-359
8189.

NALGO conference backs pay fight

. in the common fight against

By Dave Burn

LAST week’s NALGO con-
ference saw lots of mnoise, but
few proposals for action, from
the union executive. While they
‘loudly protested against the
cuts, the Employment Bill,

unemployment and closures,

they strongly resisted policies
which could stimulate action
from the membership.

Resolutions spelling out action to
fight the cuts and the Prior Bill were
strongly opposed and defeated by the
conference. A similar resolution which
called for industrial action to fight coun-
cil house sales was the subject of a card
vote at the end of conference. The card
vote occurred as the chair had ruled that
an extremely close vote was lost.

As a result of strong campaigning by

-the bmnches, the executive was forced to .

its-attitude on allowing branches

ns 't0 take action against cuts i Jsupposed tq ]

locnl 3ovenment services. Previously

NALGO policy had only beer one of
supporting action where jobs were
threatened.

The union’s emergency committee

"had turned down requests to make ac-

tion official where branches had been
fighting the closure of old peoples’
::mes, but where no job loss was involv-

" The execnﬁve managed to persuade 8

- majority of delegates to support state

pay policy. The golden days of the social
contract were contrasted with ‘Tory
savagery’.

Nonetheless backing was given for

industrial action in support of the pay
claims by administrative and clerical
staff, and supplementary professions.

One victory for the left was the
defeat of ‘ﬁ’;dal report on procedures
for taking Mdustrial action prepared by
the NEC which whitewashed the present
situation

NALGO’s procedures fre nmong the
most bnreaucrqﬁc pthe frade. union..
“movement = e

cross, picket*!

ok S

Y "ﬂl‘! ‘even

this issue will have to be maintained to
put up comprehensive proposals mext
year.

~ The right-wing in the union was
behind sttempts to change union policy
on abortion — currently support for
NAC — and the uniow’s policy of
boycotting Scarborough as a venue for
conferences, because of Scarborough
council’s discrimination against gays.

- Both resolutions were deféeated, but
the large number of delegates voting in
favour showed the executive’s unwill-
ingness to really fight in the membership
on these issues. -

The continued fragmentation of the
left in the union was very obvious. Un-
fortunstely the left seems to be split be-
tween its English and Scottish com-

. ponents — with the latter moving

towards the buresucracy.

1t is also split between the NALGO
Action Group, supported by the SWP,
and other left forces. There seemed to be

general agreement on the left that-at the -

it anity around specific issues 5"
Ry to proceed while a-nationsh:

t-‘on ~ GiYed Teft is the objective to work for.

ERR NI

It sims to lay firm founds-
tions for a fightback against
job loss, thus challenging the
refusal of aational and local
union officials to fight redun-
dancy and closure.

Union strikers, complete with Plans are now being laid
tails and instruments, who -~ for lobbies, marches and
came along to show solidarity rallies to follow the lobby of
the Labour Party’s special

government cuts. conference last month. .

“Jobcentre aids bosses in

Adwest lock-out

By Stuart Cumberpatch

MANAGEMENT at the Adwest engineering firm in
Reading is taking a lead trom the Torles and pursuing a
tough line with its workforce. ,

Sixty workers are now locked out for going on strike
for higher pay. A work to rule led to one worker being
sacked, so others escalated the action and were also sack-
w. .

The convenor, Danny
Broderick, went on hunger
strike outside the plant, while
other workers kept up a
24-hour picket. Most of the
night shift joined the strike
immediately, and most of the

workers responded by occu-
pying the government-run
- Jobcentre until private securi-

ty guards were called in to
remove them. A picket on the
Jobcentre has helped dissuade

day shift is now also on strike potential applicants from
in solidarity with the sacked = scabbing' on. the = sacked
workers. workers.

Management has had a Solidarity with the Adwest
helping hand from the courts workers is urgently needed.
and from the local Jobcentre, ~ There is to be a day of action

on Monday 23 June, begin-
ning at 6,30am at the factory
in  Headley Rd East,
Woodley, Reading. ;

The High Court granted an
injunction to keep the pickets
off the factory forecourt, and
the Jobcentre is making
special  efforts to find new

workers — scabs — toreplace  Messages of support and in-

tho e sacked. . , - ; Sformation, , . to: Danny
se sac IR . Broderick, qutl 46 Berkelpy .
" Eight of . the sacked;»i,:ive_. ?Z'ea ing.

chopped by local authorities .

Isolated and unorganised -

Alexander Fleming House on
Monday.

Claimants and rights
workers from as far afield as
Wales and Sunderland were
supported by members of the
headquarters branch of the
Civil Service union CPSA.

Speakers at the rally in-
cluded John Tilley MP, and
two CPSA members, David
Haywood and Doug Mur-
doch, who are campaigning
against the scrounger myth
and the policing role which
DHSS officials are being in-
creasingly asked to play.

They gave their support to
the National Campaign
Against Social Security Cuts,
which can be contacted c/o
g%xzr Wadham Tel. 01-228

Ealing

‘Tories reach

for the law

CLASS conscious Ealing’s
Tory council most certainly
is. It attempted to ban by
High Court injunction a local
rally on the TUC’s Day of
Action. The unsuccessful
court action cost tlle rate-
payers £1,500.

Now a sub-committee of
Tory counciliors is proposing
to prosecute Labour MP Syd
Bidwell and three trade union
officials who spoke at the
rally in Southall.

The Tories allege that the
four broke a council by-law
which - prohibits meetings on
council pleasure grounds.

Says Syd Bidwell: ‘If I
end up in Wormwood Scrubs
there are lots of people in the
House of Commons who will
come and visit me to make
sure I’m all right.’

Sunderland
council
ditches
overseas
students

SUNDERLAND’s
Labour-controlled council
has vetoed a bursary
scheme that would have
helped - overseas students
to pay the two hundred per
cent increase in their fees
at the town'’s polytechnic.

The huge rise in fees, im-
posed by the government for
racist reasons, means that it is
cheaper to be a foreign stu-
dent at Harvard University
than at Sunderland Poly.

The bursary scheme had
been approved by the poly
authorities, but the local
council says that it would be
illegal. This is in spite of the
fact that Teesside and other
polys are already running
such a scheme.

Peter Brabban, student
union . . president . at
* - Sunderiuid /'Poly, - describes
the - council decision’ - as
_ ‘disgusting and prejudiéed’.

Sochlldchallanp IOMMM -




HOMENEWS

MX missiles

—insanity costs
a fortune

THE insanity of the nuclear.
preparations of the United
States is vividly revealed by
the scope of the proposed
MX missile system.

The MX missile is a huge

and murderous weapon: 71
feet high, 8 feet in diameter,
weighing 192,000 Ibs. Each
missile carries 10 hydrogen
bombs, each of which is 25
times as powerful as the
bomb  _which = destroyed
Hiroshima.

"By contrast, the Minuteman,
the most advanced US missile to
date, carries only three
warheads. But the genocidal
capacity of the MX is only one of
its novel features.

It will almost certainly be the
most expensive weapons system
ever constructed. The US
government plans to spend 100
billion dollars on it. It will be the
largest public works project ever
undertaken in that country.

“The MX system will involve a
huge underground network 'in
Nevada and Utah, covering a
subterranean area of 24,000
square miles. Each missile w111 be
in constant motion along a grid,
able to be fired from over 20

‘shelters’, each ovcr 7,000 feet
apart.

Complex

The complexity of this system
makes it an extremely difficult
target for Soviet missiles to com-
pletely knock out.

According to MX advocates,
the missile system is defensive.
They call it a ‘second strike’
weapon, capable of weathering a
Soviet attack and emerging suffi-
ciently intact to strike Soviet
targets. )

But the nature of the MX in-
dicates that its purpose is offen-
sive. The missile is designed for
extreme accuracy, able to drop
its nuclear warheads with pin-

]

‘o

point precision on targets half
way around the globe.
* Such accuracy is not needed

" if the aim is retaliation against

Soviet cities and industry after a
supposed Soviet attack. The only
possible reason is to be able. to
destroy Soviet missiles on the
ground — that is, to enable the

" Pentagon to launch a preemptive

‘first strike’ nuclear war.

One of the claims made for
the MX, by General Lew Allen,
air force chief of staff, is that the
area of the MX system would

function as a ‘giant sponge’ for

Soviet missiles — 'so that the
Minuteman system - located
elsewhere would be safe.

Residents

But the residents of Utah.and

Nevada don’t feel like being
nuclear sponges. Town meetings
have been held all over Utah.

It was in this part of the USA
that the early nuclear tests were
held in the 1950s. Despite

assurances from the - Atomic-
Energy Commission, there were -

many cases of death and illness
resulting from the miclear fallout
from these tests. -

Over a thousand people from
Utah, Nevada, and Arizona have

filed suits against the govern-

ment because of cancer related to
nuclear fallout.

1980 is election year in the
United States, and the Socialist
Workers Party is running a can-

- didate for governor of Utah. Its

candidate, Bill Hoyle, says: ‘The
new weapons system is a perfect
example of the government’s
priorities.

‘While working people are

being asked to sacrifice our stan- -
dard of living and social pro--

grammes are being slashed,
billions of dollars are set aside to
construct- one of the most
dangerous weapons devised.
““The billions squandered on
war spending should be used to
put.  America’s 10 million

unemployed back to work on
socially useful projects.’
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By Jude WOddward

WHENEVER the govern-
ment wants to spend more.
money on arms, or when it

wants to site doomsday
weapons all over the British
countryside, it starts talking
about world peace. Im-
perialism’s major justifica-
tion for rearmament and war
drives is always its commit-
ment to ‘peace’.

Millions of men and women,
horrified by war and needless blood-
shed, want to believe what their
governments tell them. They think
that American presidents and Tory
ministers are equally afraid of war.
They don’t believe that they would
talk about peace if they didn’t mean
it.

Fhey also believe the barrage of
propaganda which says that the real
threat to world peace comes from
the Soviet Union, which supports
‘Marxist totalitarianism’ in the semi-
colonial countries with the aim of
taking over countries one by one un-
til it can launch ah assault against
the major ‘Western democracies’.

It is this kind of propaganda that
has led many people who call
themselves socialists to argue for
policies of ‘detente’ and ‘peaceful
coexistence’ between the . Soviet
Union, Cuba and the United States.

They argue that the Soviet Union

should -play a progressive role, net.
. by arming South. african- guerrillas.

and sendmg mlhta(y aid to Cuba,

Imperialismis the 1

but by taking a lead by thoroughly
disarming itself

But is this a rcahsuc approach to
achieving world peace?

It is clearly the case that the
development of nuclear weapons in
the 1950s and the start of the nuclear
arms race brought a new factor into
considerations of war. We have no
need of dire warnings that global
nuclear war would lead to the total
destruction of human civilization,

and possibly human life as well. To- -

day, to be conscious is to know this
danger, hence a major task for
revolutionaries is preventing the out-
break of such a war.

However, those who argue for
‘detente and peaceful co-
existence as the route to world peace
are in fact arguing that imperialism
can reconcile itself to the existence
and economic success of the non-
capitalist countries, so long as these
countries in no way assist the exten-
sion of revolutions elsewhere and do
not build up their own stocks of
arms.

This is highly unlikely. Whatever
assessment one makes of the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan (provoca-
tion, necessity, or something in be-
tween) it is obvious that the
precedmg ten years were not years
during ‘which steady. sfeps towards

« world peace were being taken. SALT

‘talks and - similar -diplomatic - exer-

7

“cises wete' clearly 4 matter of jockey- -

[

* provocateurs’;

ing for posmon, and winning con-
cessions useful in a future confron-
tation — not avoiding that confron-
tation altogether.

For imperialism the very ex-
istence of the ‘socialist’ camp is a
threat to the survival of world
capitalism. Friendly relations with
Chind, or the Soviet Union itself, is
a tactical question for US im-
perialism. Its treaties with China
seek to deepen the quarrel between
the Soviet Union and China so as to
strengthen the global position of im-
perialism: it does not reflect a long
term rapprochement with China, ex-
cept insofar as the Chinese
bureaucracy is prepared to repudiate
the gains of its revolution and in-
stitute pro-imperialist policies itself.

But even if imperialism could
reconcile itself to the non-capitalist
countries as they presently exist, can
it reconcile itself to the outbreak of
new revolutions? For the ‘socialist’
camp will not just continue to exist
while international revolution fades
away. To hope for the disap-
pearance of revolution is to hope
that millions of working men and
women will reconcile themselves to
degradation, oppression and ex-
ploitation.

. Such.a hope is. entirely illusory.. .
Revoluuon is not caused by ‘forexgn
‘aggression’, of by the acts of ‘agents,”.

“deep ‘conflicts .'and contradlctnons

- but* springs from' o

within capitalist society itself.

How could we have hoped
the interests of world peace th
ple of Nicaragua: would acce
bloody dictatorship of Somo
definitely? How can we sugg
the black people of South .
that in the interests of world
they refrain from taking up
against apartheid?

Such hopes are laughable.
completely ignore the need:
demands of these peoples. The
national revolution can be sup
ed, held back, distorted b
perialism and by the misdeeds
bureaucracies of the non-caj
states, but it cannot be done
with.

Imperialism will not rec
itself to this gradual shrinkage
domain, remaining passive |
face of world revolution. It w
be persuaded in the intere
world peace to ignore new r
tions; rather it will seek to
quickly against them, using
means at its disposal, inc
arms.

Those who press detente
the imperialist powers fa
recognise the basic drives of
capitalism. Imperialism can o
. forced to give up war; they w
, be persuaded. ‘And force will
the destructien of:imperialism

' Thus the best way to end

“to aid the world revoluuon

e v;-~A»'




. already.

Soviet Union were to behave in a
consistently revolutionary fashion it
would go quickly to the aid of each
new revolution as it occurs, offering
military and economic aid without
strings. Hesitation and appeasement
in the face of aggression does not
make war less likely. History has
shown that retreat simply gives con-
fidence to the aggressor and makes
the escalation of the conflict more
likely.

In the years between the First
and Second World Wars the leaders
of the imperialist states and of the
Soviet Union tried to appease Hitler.
Stalin “sabotaged the revolution in
Spain, objectively playing a decisive
role in the victory of Franco,
"because his pohcy was to ‘appease’
imperialism in order to avert an
‘imperialist united front’ directed
against the Soviet Union. This simp-
ly allowed imperialism to grow
stronger.

The Soviet Union was not spared .

the worst of the bloodshed and
destruction in World War Two.
That should have showed once and

- for all that the ultimate victory of
the world revolution in no sense -

" depends on avoiding ‘provoking’
1mpenallsm — it is provoked

" If we look at the world situation

" . from - the viewpoint- of avoiding: - -
.- -world war it is.clearly more advan-: .
" tageous * to - argue for ' the So‘\gie;t .

eat topeace

Union to intervene rapidly with arms
in aid of revolutions. Strengthening
the camp of world revolution will
confine the imperialist’s room for
manoeuvre. .

As world imperialism enters a
severe economic crisis it becomes
ever more pressing for it to reclaim

~ areas outside its influence. If there is

hesitation then it will simply en-
courage imperialism to press for-
ward its advantages. At first in the
semi-colonial countries — in
Nicaragua, Cuba, Iran — but East
Germany, and Eastern Europe as a
whole would not be immune for
long.

In this situation the targets for
world imperialism would be near to
the nerve centres of the Soviet Union
itself, and the Soviet Union would
have to respond for reasons of
military self-defence. . Then the
dangers-of nuclear war would be in-
finitely greater than they are today.
Better that the Soviet Union in-
tervenes at an early stage, to defend
and aid new gains for world
socialism, than to Mgave it until its
own existence is threatened — for
then the whole world is in danger.

Nuclear war means nuclear
suicide, and this is true as much for

imperialism as for the imemational ; 'hqllglean kind will be freg of the theat

" ‘of war and nuclear annihilation.
That is why we oppose Cruise’

sltuauon i would American im-
pena.hsm nsk collectlve suicide. -

..........

While nothing can stop imperialism
getting weaker, a Special duty is in-
cumbent upon the American work-
ing class: it must disarm the US
monopolists before they turn their
guns on us and themselves as well.

As long as capitalism survives
there will be class struggle on a
world scale, and as long as class
struggle continues all talk of peace
and disarmament is pure illusion.
Revolutionaries do not favour war,
but revolutionaries = cannot be
pacifists, for that is to fly in the face
of necessity.

To avoid war, to end war, we
have to step up the class struggle on
every front, and take it through to
its conclusion most rapidly.

This means supporting revolu-
tions in a various and growing
number of countries as the condi-
tions for revolution mature across
the globe. Such support means
demanding-aid from Moscow, Cuba
and other non-capitalist states, and
simultaneously fighting against the
war drives that imperialism will try
to unleash against each successive
revolution.

In the final analysis the question
of whether or not there will be a
nuclear war will be decided by the
course of the class struggle in the im-
perialist heartlands — in West Ger-
many, Britain and above all in North
America. When the working class of
the world has finally overthrown the
rialist war-mongers, .then .

missiles . in - this country

The Campaign for Nuclear Disarma-
ment was one of the most successful
mass campaigns ever conducted in
Britain. Today, after years at a very
low ebb, it is undergoing a revival.

PHIL HEARSE looks at the rise of
the CND, its gradual demise in the
early sixties, and the lessons we can
draw from its history.

The Campaign for Nuclear Disarma-
ment got off the ground in 1957 — no acci-
dent. In 1956 the world had been shaken by
two dramatic events: the brutal suppression
of the Budapest uprising by Soviet troops,
and the joint British, French and Israeli in-
vasion of Egypt to prevent the nationalisa-
tion of the Suez canal by the Nasser regime.

Out of these two events crystallised an
increasing awareness of the imperialist
nature - of the Western powers, and the
truth of what Stalinism represented. People
left the Communist Party in droves, and the
‘New Left’ began to emerge.

At the same time people became increasingly
disturbed by the escalating level of nuclear tests.
Evidence of ill-effects on health of above ground
nuclear tests came to light. It was clear that
nuclear weaponry was getting more effective and
sophisticated and that a future nuclear war could
wipe out humanity completely.

The founders of CND included left Labour
Party members, scientists, religious figures and a
wide range of supporters from every walk of life,
In 1957 CND initiated its annual Easter marches
from the Aldermaston nuclear plant in Berkshire
to London. Progressively CND’s activities drew
in wide support. Huge public meetings were held
all over the country to launch the campaign.

Unilateral

At first the campaign was centred on one
demand — unilateral nuclear disarmament. But
gradually the campaign was extended to include
opposition to nuclear alliances, and thus support
for British withdrawal from NATO, and oppesi-
tion to nuclear bases in Britian.

CND'’s biggest impact, however, was made -

inside the Labour Party and the trade unions.
Virtually the whole of the Tribune left of the
Parliamentary Labour Party became
unilateralist, despite Nye Bevan’s refusal, sup-
ported by left-leaning trades unionists, the most
important of whom was the leader of the
Transport Workers, Frank Cousins.

The polarisation inside the Labour Party led
to CND’s finest hour — the debate at the 1960
Labour Party conference. Cousins moved a
resolution from the Transport Union for
unilateral disarmament.

It was opposed in person by Hugh Gaitskell
leader of the party and spokesperson of the right
wing. Against a rising crescendo of heckling
which made parts of his speech virtually inaudi-
ble, Gaitskell, in his famous ‘fight, fight, and
fight again’ speech, staked the future of the right
and his own personal future on the struggle
against unilateralism in the party. -

The right-wing organised the Campaign for
Democratic Socialism, which, with huge funds,
began the task of defeating the left on
.unilateralism. But for a year the official position
of Labour was for unilateral disarmament.

Alliance

The changes in the world political situation
and the development of the radicalisation in the
left of British politics began to put strains on the
alliance around CND. The attempted US-backed
invasion of Cuba in 1961 led directly to the
Cuban missile crisis of 1962.

American U2 spy planes over Cuba

discovered the setting up of Soviet missiles on the -

island. President Kennedy ordered the blockade

of Cuba by the.US Navy —all boats headmg for -

Cuba were stopped.and searched. .

The, world held.its breath, aw;utmg a clash;
be(w_een the Soviet and American navies. CND-

[ A

failure of ND

mobilised its supporters in a protest that was
overwhelmingly directed against the United
States — the supporters of the campaign were
beginning to take an anti-imperialist stance;
CND was becoming identified as a campaign of
the radical left.

. Two developments in 1963 confirmed this
trend. A more radical wing, led by such figures as
Bertrand Russell and Pat Arrowsmith, was
developing. They wanted direct, non-violent
action to confront the war mongers. Already
they had organised sit-down demonstrations in
central London and at US bases which had been
met with considerable police vielence.

This radical wing — known as the Committee
of 100 — exposed the existence of the Regional
Seats of Government (RSGs), underground
shelters where government personnel would go in
the event of nuclear war. During the 1963 Easter
march, a section of the demonstration broke
away and marched to an RSG near Reading.
Fight

Although 80,000 marched on the last day of
the demonstration in London, that evening,
Easter Monday, CND’s best known figure, Can-
non L John Collins of St. Paul’s, appeared on
television and denounced the extremists shelter- -
ing under CND’s umbrella.

Later that year, the campaign against the visit
of Queen Frederika of Greece confirmed the
trend of CND supporters to the left. The regime
in Greece was still holding thousands of political
prisnors — mainly Communists — in jail. Right-
wing thugs, in league with the police, had recent-
ly murdered the left-wing pacifist deputy Lam-
brakis (the murder of Lambrakis is the subject of
the film ‘2’).

One of the most celebrated political prisoners
— Tony Ambietelos — was the husband of a
British Communist. In 1963 he had been in
prison for 17 years. Against this background of
repression in Greece, Queen Fredrika was receiv-

_ed by the Queen at Buckingham Palace.

For a week in July 1963, thousands of people,
organised by CND and the Communist Party,
fought nightly battles against the police, trying to
march to Buckingham Palace. CND had never
before been so closely associated with the mili-
tant left. The CND alliance started to break up.
As CND’s more moderate support began to
ebb away, the left began to turn its attention
from simple unilateralism towards the issue of
Vietnam, as the United States began to draw the
line against Communism in that country. CND
began to peter out as a mass campaign. -

Positive

CND’s impact on British political life,
however, was overwhelmingly positive, 1t had
the immeasurable merit of breaking with cold
war consensus. From being oppossed to a par-
ticular type of weapon, it moved towards active
neutralism in world politics, while many of its
supporters went a stage further towards anti-
imperialism.

Thousands of young people were drawn into
support for the Young Socialists through CND
— at a time when CND was dominated by the
SLL-organised Keep Left tendency and the IS
supporters around Young Guard. . Hundreds of
today’s left-wing activists were brought into-
politics by CND.

Any campaign on nuclear weapons will even-
tually have to start to confront the questions of
world politics, above all the guestion of the
reason for the existence of nuclear weapons and
the threat of war. Ne explanation of these things
can be found without explaining imperialism.

- For many of the early supporters of CND
who opposed nuclear weapons on moral grounds
— or who thought that Britain could make an
outstanding moral gesture to the world by
unilateral disarmament — anti-imperialism was a
step they couldn’t take.

‘Without doubt there is a place in British
politics today for a single issue campaign agaimst
Cruise missiles and for-unilateral nuclear disar--

- mament. That campaign should be based om
these simple démands — and not like today’s.
- CNI> on a wide range of nentralist policies. :
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‘WHAT the government has done, and continues to do, is to
underwrite the perpetuation of the Northern Ireland state as it
was set up in 1921, This is the most dangerous of the options
open. It offers no solutions. It is not a recipe for peace in
Ireland, but for peace between the parties at Westminster. .

" ‘It should now be clear that bipartisanship over Ireland
means that policy is dictated today, as it has been since the end
of the last century, by the Tories and the Ulster Unionists.

‘The violence in Northern Ireland, which has logically
spread to Britain, is the resuit of repression and injustice.’

Andrew Bennett MP, Sydney Bidwell MP, Maureen
Colquhoun MP, Martin Flannery MP, Tom Litterick
MP, Eddie Loyden MP, Joan Maynard MP, Ron
Thomas MP, Stan Thorne MP, 1976

‘The British have always been the root of the trouble in Ireland
for the past 400 years...The British governments have suc-
cessively failed to solve the problems of Northern Ireland. They
should therefore hand it over to the people to solve... .

‘I don’t know what the term bloodbath means. If it means-

native is not between an entirely peaceful Northern Ireland and

a Northern Ireland in which a lot of people will be killed. If the - -

British withdraw some sort of settlement would be arrived at.
British withdraw some sort of settlement would be arrived at.

You can’t tell what it is because the forces in play can’t be
judged until they can operate. I have very grave doubts
whether, faced with the responsibilities of a position after the
British withdrawal, the Protestants would, in fact, resort to an
all-out civil war.... ,

“The Irish problem is undoubtedly difficult because British
people have been interfering there for four hundred years and I
suspect that many of them can’t get it out of their heads that the
British know much better how to rule Ireland — how to run
Ireland — than the Irish know themselves. It is a view which has
made them tolerate the troubles for quite a long time.’

The historian AJP Taylor, 1976.

‘The essence of the ‘‘Irish Dimension’’ is this: the Catholic
minority in Northern Ireland — some 40 per cent of the popula-
tion as a whole — form part of the political majority of the Irish
people.

‘They are so by virtue of the fact that they are mainly
nationalist in politics and would prefer to be ruled by the Irish
rather than by the British governments, their predecessors hav-
ing been incorporated in the United Kingdom against their will
in 1920-21.

‘Partition has denied them their rights as a majority,
therefore, and turned them into a minority within the North
and within the UK.

‘It seems to me that a permanent settlement cannot be
achieved unless it recognises the injustice of this fact and comes
to terms with it by opening up a way to a sitaution in which the
political rights of the Northern Catholics and nationalists to be
part of the pohtrcal majority of the island as a whole can be
reasserted.’

Michael Mullen, general secretary, Irish Transport
and General Workers Union, June 1979.

¢...all theinjustice the minority population has suffered springs

- from (partition). Particularly, I think, whatever you did on civil

liberties you would still have the fact to face that the Catholics

have been made a political minority in Northern Ireland when
in the country as a whole they are a political majority.

‘And the only way you could solve that would be by uniting
the country. After all Ireland is one country, and weé un-
doubtedly divided it in order to divide and rule as we’ve done in
so many other parts of the world in the past.’

Joan Maynard MP, 1979.

‘The London Co-op Political Committee has chosen as its
resolution to the forthcoming Regional Conferences of the
Labour Party to support the growing call for British
withdrawal from Northern Ireland.... .

‘Our aims are still those of the Better Life For All Campaign
some years ago — to end the violence, the discrimination, and
the deprivation in Northern Ireland. However the policies of
the last ten years have failed and it is now clear th‘lhe aims of
A Better Life For All cannot be achieved until there is a com-
mitment to end British rule.

‘Thisis the only policy which has not been tried, and the only
policy which deals with the,cause as.well as lheanptm,oﬂhe

rohlem’

-
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London Co-op Potrttcal Commiﬁae

IN A few days, the Tory government is to publish its

. plans for the future of the North of Ireland.
Whatever their exact nature, one thing is certain:
the Tories will insist that the north-east of Ireland
remains under British control.

~ Butthatis easier said than done. In the North of
Ireland the resistance to British rule continues,

while in the South the Irish Prime Minister, Charles

Haughey, under pressure from his electorate. is

demanding that Britain declare itself in favour of
Irish unity and British withdrawal.

In Britain, too, there is a growing reahsatron

that the only peaceful solution Britain has to offer

- Ireland is to get out. In London last weekend 250

people attended a ‘Forum for Withdrawal’; there

are growing signs that Ireland will become a signifi-
cant issue in the Labour Party; and the recent
launch of Charter ‘80, a campaign seeking ‘human
rights for Irish political prisoners’, promises to
make an issue of the conditions under which
prisoners are held in the H Block at Long Kesh and
the women's prison in Armagh.

These two pages chart the growing movement
in Britain for withdrawal from Ireland. Extracts
from a new pamphlet Vo:ces Sor Wzthdrawal -are
reproduced. o

On the opposite page the Provisional
Republican Movement expresses its view of how an
Irish solidarity movement can be built in Britain.
Below GEOFF BELL, one of the speakers at Iast
weekend's Forum, gives his view. :

By Geoff Bell

THE Tory plans for Ireland
should be opposed by all those
who .call themselves socialist.
That can be said without even
knowing the precise details.

The reason is simple: the
Tories have no intention of giv-
ing, to all the people of
Ireland, the right to determine
the future of all the people of
Ireland.

The importance of the prin-
ciple of self-determination and
what it means in the specific
Irish context is explained in the
extracts from Ireland — Voices
for Withdrawal reprinted on
these two pages.

- This pamphlet also pro-
vides ample evidence of the
breadth of feeling in this coun-

try for British withdrawal. For 3

that reason, and for the general
excellent quality of the pam-
phlet, it is a welcome addition
to the 'material presently
available on Ireland.

One thing the pamphlet
does not do, and this is not
meant as a criticism, is to map
out how the sentiment express-

ed within it can be harnessed

into building a strong and ef-
fective movement which can
play its part in forcing Britain
out of Ireland.

Organisations

At present there are three
organisations addressing
themselves to this problem.
The first and largest in terms of
membership is the Troops Out
Movement, whose conference
will be held in Edinburgh at the
end of this month.

Involved in TOM are a.

number of left-wing groups —
the International Marxist
Group, the Socialist Workers
Party, and Big Flame — as well
as many individuals belonging
to no political organisation.

The TOM is not a ‘front’
for any one political group or
collection of individuals —
that is one reason why it has
been successful in building 40

" odd branches up and down the

country.

The TOM - is based on two
demands:_troops out now, and
self-determination for the peo-
ple of Ireland as a whole.

A newer organisation is the
Committee for Withdrawal
from Ireland, which produced
the Voices for Withdrawal
pamphlet.

The CWI was established to
organise the demonstration last
August which. attracted bet-
ween 6,000 and 10,000 people.
The TOM and the other groups

Kt ,,mo}ved Aingthe TOMyaxe -part.

the CWI aS.are a mugber of,
tions uch as the

Communist Party.

The CWI is different from
the TOM in that it does not set
a specific deadline by which
Britain should get out  of
Ireland, nor does it explicitly
endorse the demand for self-
determination for Ireland as a
political unit. Organisationally
the CWI is also different from
TOM in that it has no branch
structure, but is organised and
run by a London-based com-
mlttee :

The third and -‘newest
organisation is the Labour

Committee on Ireland, set up
specifically to raise the issue of
Ireland within the Labour
Party.

The basis of the LCI is

‘troops out now’, but the

model resolution it is cir-
culating in the hope of it being
debated at the next party con-
ference is not quite so explicit,

saying that ‘the next Labour

goverment should immediately
begin the process of full
political and military
withdrawal’.

It would be wrong to see
the TOM, the LCI, and the
CWI as competing organisa-
tions. Each has specific tasks,
addressing different, although
at times overlapping, aud-
iences.

~And yet this is not an en-
tirely . satisfactory srtuatron
‘While* thie three orgamsatlons
«an “compiement each other,

sum total has managed to build
what is necessary — a move-
ment with mass support in this
country dedicated to getting
Britain out of Ireland.

The failure of such a cur-
rent to emerge is largely due to
the political circumstances that
have existed in Britain for

several years.
That is, the success of
British governments in

misrepresenting what is hap-
pening in the North of Ireland
as, in the first instance, the
British Army ‘keeping two
sides apart’, or more recently,
the Army defending the com-
‘munity from ‘criminals’ and
‘terrorists’.

There are real signs that

this is beginning to change.

The scope of the contribu-
tions in the Voices for
Withdrawal pamphlet is just

one indication of this. Another

is the increasing interest being
shown in Ireland within the
Labour Party. All of which
suggests that it may now be
possible to realistically build
the type of mass campaign
which has evaded the Irish
solidarity movement in this
country for so long.

How can this campaign be
built? What should be its
basis?

Socialist Challenge believes
—~ as it always has done — that

the two political demands of

tHe' Troops Out Movement are,

at this point. in time, thé only

%é’\fr}}igq Lrberals ang the.New - nelthermthémselves orin thelr  principled” basis “fot " sich’ a’.

vy

‘movement.

On the political
level, to agree that Britain has
no right to be in Ireland but to
say that Britain should not
leave immediately is contradic-
tory and confusing.-

On the practical level, the
immediate - withdrawal ~of
troops is less likely to produce
a Loyalist backlash than the
announcement of withdrawal
within a couple of years. In the
latter case the Loyalists would
have time to organise and
mount such a campaign of ter-
ror, both in Ireland and Bri-
tain, that the government

~could be pressured into stay-

ing.
T LD :
Moblllsmg
Even on_ the level of
mobilising people in this coun-
try, the twin demands of self- -
determination and troops out
now have attracted more peo-
ple to their banner than any
other.

This is not to say that the
CWI or the resolution adopted

' by the LCI should be opposed.
. Rather they should be seen as

one step in an evolutionary
process in educating people on
he demand that Britain should
eave Ireland now. -

To -ensure that this does

i happen means continuing to
B build the Troops Out Move-
‘ment as the major campaigning

organisation in this country.
In an attempt to aid this
the Internatlonal

he TOM should be to call or
upport ‘a national demonstra-
ion in the autumn on the

for Ireland’ and  ‘Self-.
Determination for all the Irish
people now’.

The organisers of the CWI
orum have also called for a
demonstration, the basis of
which would include opposi-
tion to the forthcoming Tory
proposals. Hopefully the LCI
can also be drawn into such an

initiative.
In this way the three
organisations can organise

together and build a quan-
titatively bigger demonstration
than even the 12 August march
last year.
~ The IMG believes that such
a demonstration should be
built as vigorously as possible
by the TOM, the LCI, and the
CWI, and by all socialist
organisations in this country.
But in the run up to such a
demonstration, during jt and

. after it, the ‘building of a mass

troops ouit current remains. the
pnomy
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- the Provisionals’ view

THE leaders of the
national liberation struggle
in Vietnam always recognis-

. ed the importance of a
broad-based movement
against the war being
developed in the Imperialist
heartland itself.

They did not find it

_ pointless or impossible to
build a troops out move-
ment in spite of widespread
support. in America for the
war — including among the
trade unions.

Vietnam

. The Vietnamese leaders
always appealed for unity in ac-
tion among the various anti-
war organisations in America.

Xuan Thuy, ambassador to
the Paris peace talks, put it like
this: ‘Facing the serious situa-
tion as it presents itself now, I
call upon the progressive
American people and all anti-
war organisations in the United
States to . unite closely, 'to

associate all forces and strataof

the population irrespective of
their skin colour, religion and
political trend, thus making a
united and strong movement so
as 1o curb in time new military
.adventures by the US ad-
ministration, to demand an end
to their war of aggression in
South Vietnam, Laos,. and

*+ Cambodid, ‘to ‘demand the

-+ withdrawal of * all Awmierican
troops from Indochina and let

the Indochina people settle
their own internal affairs.’

The principle is that an anti-
war movement in an imperialist
country must unite
broadest possible forces behind
the basic demands of ‘troops
out’ and ‘self-determination’.

The stress of the American
anti-war movement was always
on action, rather than, for ex-
ample, on working in Con-

ess. _
So there - were huge

demonstrations against the war
over a number of years, such as
the 800,000 who marched in
Washington in 1971. There
were protests, teach-ins, and
mass  mobilisations up and
down the country throughout
the war, expecially after the
draft was introduced.

~This movement nad two
main principles. First it had a
non-exclusionary line, in other
words anyone who supported
the basic demands was free to
participate. .

Programme

Secondly, it was a single-
issue campaign, which did not
include in its programme points
on broadeg political issues.

If these principles are ap-
plied in Britain what is the
result? ‘

If the Young Liberals or
Cyril Smith or a number of

Labour MPs say ‘troops out of

Iréland’, but take reactionary

‘Positions.‘'on other issues, then’
clearly this conflict is their pro-"’

the

blem and not that of activists in
the troops out movement, so
long as their actions help in
some way to build a troops out
movement.

It is always the danger in
building an anti-war movement
in a hostile situation of making
15 politically factional.
Republicans would obviously
like to see hundreds of
thousands marching through
London calling for the
-withdrawal of British troops on
a principled, anti-imperialist
basis. ‘

Protest

But it may well be more
likely that a ‘Bring the Boys
Home’ movement will develop
based on British self-interest
and chauvinist sentiment. This
would seem to be what the
Daily Mirror has been ad-
vocating. In a purely objective
sense this could unwittingly
result in action against British
interest.s

While a progressive anti-
imperialist movement would be
the more welcome,
Republicans cannot ignore the
prospect of a movement saying
‘troops out’ for its own.
chauvinist reasons (“let the Irish

-sort themselves out’).

Protest action is what is
war}ted, no matter what the
basis. However, within this

movement th¢ Tadicals should, ™
. ‘of course, try_ta.edicate peaple

around the igspes raised in the ..
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The trade
America were
favourable to the war in Viet-
nam. This was basically on a
pro-imperialist basis, and pure-
ly for self-interest because the
war meant more jobs. Building
workers in New York, the ‘hard
hats’, even violently attacked
anti-war demonstrations in the
streets.

Gradually, the building of a
mass movement against the
war, mainly supported by
students and black people,
turned the tide in the trade
umions, and many came out
against the war. :

In Britain, it would seem
the situation is more favourable
for building' a ‘troops out’
movement within the organised
labour movement. Support for
the Chile Solidarity Campaign
(set up after the bloody military
coup in 1973) was, for example,
quite widespread among trades
councils and unions.

lgnorant

On Ireland, most trade
unionists' seem to be not so
much hostile as ignorant of the
situation here.

It is for those active in the
troops out movement to decide
themselves how best to pursue
their activity. But the prospects
Jook good, if a principled yet

exible: approach_is- adopted,
"beised: - - on~ .- -the--"- “‘non-
exclusioliiry’ ifid *single-fSsue’
/pm j, IS vkt |

unions in

mainly -

‘'m an Irish-American and a reporter. I've lived twice in
Ireland for periods of more than six months and have visited
Belfast almost 30 times since 1963. I’'m certain that I’ve spent
more time in Ireland, North and South, than Shirley Williams
or the editorial writers of the London newspapers. And what I
have seen is very simple: I’ve seen a state ruled by British
arms.... :

‘I’ve been shot at in Belfast and teargassed in Derry. I’ve
talked to the IRA. I’ve looked at the British concentration
camp at Long Kesh, seen British soldiers bash kids on their
head and fire four-inch hard rubber bullets at crowds of
women. I saw the blood on the streets of Derry after the British
paratroopers fired into a crowd and killed 13 people. My
attitude to the North of Ireland is not sentimental. It is made of
sheer cold anger....

‘The British press might thunder and say that this is not the
business of America. But if Israel is our business, if Egypt is our
business, if South Africa and Rhodesia are our business, if
Soviet Jews are our business then Ireland is our business....

‘Everybody wants the killing to stop, And there is only one
way to stop it forever. Get the British out and make Ireiand one.
country, as it was at the beginning.’

Pete Hamill, New York Daily News, 1979

‘Belfast is filled with British soldiers in camouflage uniform.
They man the check-points, stand guard at petrol stations, on
roads to the airport, at the seaport, in front of the banks and
the bigger shops.

Stealthily clinging to house walls, they patrol the streets
keeping an eye on all pedestrains and the upper stories of apart-
ment buildings. They are always on the alert, with their finger
on the trigger. Add to this the constant drone of helicopters

patrolling over the city and of the roar of the armoured vehicles
riding in the streets....

‘Northern Ireland is a land of total surveillance. The British
Army has a computer file on practically every adult, listing
facial features, date of birth, occupation, religion, address,
licence number, colour and make of car, even type of television
and colour of the wallpaper in the home.

‘This is complemented by telephone bugging and a network

. of paid informers. And all to keep the people in a state of con-

Building trops out movment

stant intimidation, compel them to give up the fight for their
vital rights.’

Vladimir Pavlov, journalist of the Soviet journal New
Times

‘Since 1169, when Henry II invaded Ireland, troops have beea
in that country against the wishes of the majority of the Irish
people, as they are against the wishes of the majority of the
Irish people today. : ,

‘Throughout those 800 years, every generation has produc-
ed Irishmen and women who have been prepared to assert the
right of their nation to national freedom.

‘And every time they have done-that they have been met
with the brute force of British imperialism.

‘The irony is that Ireland was Britain’s first colony and is
Britain’s last colony, while the institutions which were built up
to hold Ireland in submission were institutions that have been
systematically used against the working class of this country...

‘What is being done in Northern Ireland is being done in the
name of the British people, in the name of the millions who go
day in, day out, to factories, who create the real wealth that we
sée about us. _

‘While there are troops in Northern Ireland and while there
is a system in this country which supports them there, the work-
ing class will never be free. ,

‘The campaign to get the troops out of Ireland is a blow
against British imperialism, is a blow against the British ruling
class in this country, is a blow for the Irish working class, and
their natural ally, the British working class.

Mike Cooley, former president AUEW/TASS, 1975-

“The way forward clearly lies in united working class struggie.
But that kind of unity of action cannot be built on a situation
where a whole layer of the working class is given certain
privileges — the best jobs, education and homes — and where
that privilege is backed by the forces of the sectarian statclet.

‘A united struggle of the working class can only develop
when that situation is no longer possible. When the Orange
state is dismantled, then and only then can a realistic dialogne
leading to united action develop.... _

‘In a sentence, the presence of the troops perpetusates the

- divisions-of+the Iristr working class.”" -~~~ "~ -

Phil Flynn, deputy general secretary, Local Govern-
ment and Bl k-s&mit,}mon,»lgs: e
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~ Thatcher’s Olympic hypocrisy

With the Olympic games just a month
away, Tory leaders are still appealmg to
members of the British team to ignore the
British Olympic Association and stay
away from Moscow.

By Dodie Weppler

Thatcher is not happy with the results of
the boycott campaign so far. She is no doubt
equally unhappy about the labour movement
campaign to raise money to pay the fares of
British athletes who decide to go to Moscow.

The recent decision 'of the Labour-
controlled Hackney Council to send £1000 to
the Olympics Association followed similar
donations from Newcastle Council, from at
least five Scottish local authorities, the Stirling
Trades Council, and a number of national
unions, including the construction section of
the Engineers’ Union,

None. of the imperialist powers is able to
come up with a coherent political solution to
- the Afghan crisis which is mutually acceptable
to Western governments. Carter alone has a

-clear policy: to use the presence of Soviet-

troops to boost his war drive and to justify the
stepped-up military presence of the US in that
region.

But even in his own country, other govern-
ment leaders haven’t been convinced by his ap-
proach. Secretary of State Muskie, for in-
stance, argues that the SALT treaty should be
tackled independently of- developments in
Afghanistan.

President Giscard of France has now sup-
ported the propesal for a supposedly ‘neutral’
Afghanistan put forward by Lord Carrington.
They want a a negotiated ~settlement on
Afghanistan, made part of a wider Middle East
settlement so as to attract Soviet leaders to a
conference table. West Germany’s Chancellor
Schmidt, however, seems to want to drop

. Afghamstan and prioritise other issues like

arms control in dealings with the Soviet Union.
Of course all these powers share a common
end, even though they differ over means. None
have at heart the interests of the Afghan peo-
ple. Western leaders are eager to defend them

from Soviet tanks but not from the reactionary
alliance of Afghan landowners, clergy and
tribal leaders presently béing supplied with
arms by Egypt and the Gulf states.

Thatcher denounces . the ‘butchers of
Kabul’ but congratulates the British Army on

- its work in the North of Ireland. Carter waxes

indignant, about human rights in Aghanistan
but remains silent about the hundreds of
thousands of Iranians killed and maimed by
the Shah, or those oppressed in South Korea
by the dictatorship of C h&n Too Hwan.
The boycott of the cow Olympics is not
“inspired by concern ab
methods of the Soviet leaders but by a desire to
attack the gains of the October revolution. In
condemning the Soviet Union, Western powers
are seeking to prepare the working class to ac-

cept moves of their own against revolutionary -

developments in the Third World. Today,
Central America is especially threatened.
However, it is not all smooth sailing for the
USSR in Afghanistan. Soviet troops interven-
ed there to stablise the civil war situation that

t the bureaucratic -

threatened the status quo in the entire region.

They chose to strike a blow against the
right-wing' opponents of the People’s
Democratic Party, defending, whatever their
intentions, the radical reforms undertaken by
the PDP government. But the blow was struck
in a bureaucratic way, with no serious attempt
being made to win over a section of the
peasants or the middle class of the cities who
support the reactionaries. By mobilising
around a radical social programme a small
core of militant Afghans, such as those who
organise the militias, the Soviets could under-
mine support for the reactionary alliance.

-Today the Soviet troops. ensure that a
vicious right-wing regime is not installed in
Afghanistan. But the methods and policies of
the Soviet bureaucrats can’t be replied upon to
win the sort of deep-going gains which could
benefit Afghanistan people. This can. only
come from the independent mobilisation of the
masses, something which would turn back the
offensive of the rebels and check Carter’s war
drive.

The forgotten story of the Korean r

BRUTAL repression has been used by the South Korean
regime to try to smash the massive mobilisations that
‘shook the country last month. Then, hundreds of
thousands of Korean people went on strike against the
dictatorship. The cities of Kwangju, Mokpo and Polkyo
~were seized. Committees of citizens and students were
organised. Police stations, armouries, and a military
vehicle factory were raided to obtain weapons for

defence.

The key to understanding these events lies in the war
that began 30 years ago this week. Jonathan Sllberman

traces the origins of today’s struggies.

The 38thParallel

WHEN the city of Kwangju
was seized by its inhabitants
last month, top US govern-
ment - officials called a
special White House
meeting. The result? US
troops stationed in Korea
were placed on alert.

General John A Wickham Jr,
head of the joint US-South Korean
Military:y Command; released
Korean combat troops from
regular duties to help put down the
unrest..An American aircraft car-
rier was sent to the South Korean
coast, to be replaced by the giant
warshlp, Midway, as soon as
possible.

Hodding Carter III, US State -

Department spokesperson,
declared that the White House was
‘deeply concerned by the civil
strife’. For over 30 years this kind
of ‘deep concern’ has been express-
ed by successive US governments.
America still has 40,000 troops in
the country, backed up by the
mighty Seventh Fleet, by enormous
US bases in Okinawa, and by un-
told numbers of tactical nuclear
weapons.

The US govemment became
directly involved in Korea in 1945,
when the Japanese surrendered at

‘The British

_two ‘days earlier,

the end of the Second World War.
Then, the US military decreed that
Korea would be divided along the

" 38th Parallel. The Soviet Union,

which had joined the war against
the Japanese, withdrew its troops
from the South.

US troops landed in S Korea on
8 September, 1945, supposedly to
disarm the Japanese troops. Just
the Korean
People’s Republic had been pro-
claimed. The coalition government
was committed to a programme of
land reform, equality for women,
and . other radical reforms. This
highly popular government, based
on a network of over a hundred
People’s Committees, was
recognised by the Soviet Union.

The American troops were
nothing less than an invasion force,

opposed - by the overwhelming’

majority of Korean people. Yet one
month later, the US military
government in Korea declared itself
the sole government — despite the
fact that it did not have a single
member who spoke Korean!

At the beginning of 1946, the
US established the Representative
Democratic Council headed by
Syngman Rhee. It’s true Rhee was

involvement

a Korean, but he was flown back to
Korea in General MacArthur’s
private plane, after decades in the
United States as an emigré!

US imperialism and its puppet
ruled with a rod of iron. All
political activity was banned.
Despite the repression, the Korean

people fought back. In the autumn -
of 1946, a pre-revolutionary situa-

tion exploded. Like today’s events,
it was met by brutal methods of ter-
ror. By 1949, some $440 million of
military aid had been pumped into
the South since the end of World
War Two.

The British Labour govemment followed the US lead fully.
‘British support was instantaneous and unqualified,’
Michael Foot MP. ‘No word of dissent was raised in the Cabinet,
and few in Parliament or outside’. The decisive speech in Parlia-
ment was made by Nye Bevan, which committed Britain to
£4,700m over three years. ‘We shall carry it through; we shall.
fulfill our obligations to our friends and allies...’ he proclaimed.

Almost 700 British troops were killed during the war, with over
2,500 going missing or wounded. The only opposition to the war
came from the Communist Party, and from the tiny forces of the
Trotskyists of the Fourth International. The fore-runners of the
British Socialist Workers Party took a neutral position as the im-
inues to defend

perialist forces invaded the North. The SWP co
the view that the Korean war was an inter-impe

It’s hard to estimate just how much blood is on the hands of
successive British governments, but they have faithfully supported
the ‘Seoul lobby’ at the United Nations. An ‘Honour Guard’ of
Byitish froops is.still deployed in South Korea, Britain is still op-
posed (o a policy of re-ynification, angd, is l;e,pvn]y commntted
economically througl; both expapdmg 1r;l;ie and, mvestmen
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conflict.

AMERICAN imperialism was especially
pre-occupied with Korean events because of
the effects of the victorious Chinese revolu-
tion. In 1949, one third of the world’s
population liberated itself from the inter-
national capitalist system, with the prospect
of helping to stimulate further revolu-
tionary developments in the entire area.

General MacArthur, US military commander for
the region, led the policy adopted by the Truman
government: to smash any efforts by the people of
South-east Asia to take their destiny in their own
hands. Just four weeks after the Chinese victory Rhee’s *
defence minister stated: ‘If we had our own way, we
would I’'m sure, have started up already. But we had to
wait until they (the Americans) were ready...We are
strong enough to march up and take Pyongyang (the
North Korean capital) within a few days’.

US and South Korean policy also stemmed from
the outcome of the elections in the South. They were
held on 30 May 1949 following pressure from President
Truman to establish a more ‘democratic’, more stable
base for American interests. Despite grave electoral
restrictions, the South Korean people overwhelmingly
rejected Rhee. He won less than 20 per cent of the seats
in the legislature. The prospect of a government
prepared to peacefully negotiate reunification was on
the cards. Its first meeting took place on Monday, 19
June. Just six days later, Korea was at war.

America was well prepared for the war. British,

Australian, and US military authorities held top-level -

conferences in the Pacific-area just before the fighting
started. MacArthur also met John Foster Dulles, a
leading US Republican Party member who had spent
three days in Seoul with Syngman Rhee. Dulles
predicted that the US would soon be taking ‘positive
action... to preserve international peace, security and
Justlce in the world’. He refused to say what ‘positive
action’ meant.

MacArthur’s biographer, John Gunther, was more
specific however. Hours after the confhct began,
Gunther was informed by one of MacArthur’s aides:
“A big story has just broken. The South Koreans have
attacked the North’.

In official Western histories the Korean war was

- stm‘ted*by‘theaggresslve moves of-the Nerth Kercan

puppets of the Kremlin. The truth is that the seeds of
the war — the civil war — were sown by the American
policy itself which denied the right of the Korean
people to.determine their own future and cracked
down on any independent political organisation.

Nevertheless, in the name of ‘peace’ and ‘freedom’,
Truman authorised the bombing of ‘specific military
targets in North Korean’, a naval blocade of the entire
Korean coast, and the use of American ground troops.

Far from the claims that the war was a plot by the
USSR, the Moscow bureaucrats failed to give adequate
aid desperately needed by the Korean people. In the
first months of the war, the South Korean army was
almost swept off the Korean peninsula. Soviet air and
naval aid could have clinched it early on.

People throughout the world paid a heavy price for
Stalin’s treachery. In addition to the US, 15 other
Western and pro-Western governments sent in troops,
following a US resolution to the United Nations. At the
end of the war, America’s own figures put the US-UN
military casualties at 142,091.

But it was the Korean and Chinese people who suf-
fered the most terrible devastation:

*By as early as September 1950, the US airforce had
dropped 97,000 tons of bombs and 7.8 million gallons
of napalm on the North.

*By the end of the war, the population of North
Korea had dropped from 9.5m to 8.5m.

*The population of Pyongyang was 400,000 at the
beginning of the war; 80,000 at the end. Only two
buildings remained intact. In one raid alone, the US
dropped 697 tons of bombs and 10,000 litres of napalm
on the Northern capital; 6,000 cmllans were killed.

*The imperialist armies pursued a ‘scorched earth’
policy buthing everything in their wake. After six
months of war, 22 villages and 300 haystacks were raz-
ed to the ground in the Wonju sector alone.

*The US used germ warfare, with untold damhge.
The war was not limited to the Korean peninsula.

“US planes repeatedly bombed and strafed Chinese

cities. On 8 October, two US planes even attacked an
airport in the Soviet Union. Finally, MacArthur got
the green light for his counter-revolutionary war
against China. On 24 November, he ordered 100,000
troops into an offensive designed to reach the Yalu
river — the North Korean border with China. China
joined the war and the US offensive was pushed back.

But the war continued. And with it, the carnage.
Altogether three million Korean and Chinese people

‘were killed “in the ‘forgotten war. -Fwenty million

reﬁngeeswereloft-to-fwetho. poaco. rar s
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By Tom Marlowe
‘BETWEEN the anvil of
united mass action and the
hammer of the armed strug-
gle we shall crush apartheid
and white minority rule.’
These words were written
two years ago by Nelson
Mandela, leader of the African
National Congress. They were
the last sentence of a letter
smuggled out from Mandela’s
prison camp on Robben Island
off. Capetown which finally
reached the outside world last

week. -

Despite the time it has taken
Mandela’s message to get to his
supporters it is remarkably
timely.

Monday was the fourth an-
niversary of the Soweto upris-
ing when thousands of blacks
rebelled against the racist
regime in South Africa. As
many as 600 blacks were killed,
and four times as many -in-
jured, when the rising was put
down with a biutality which is
part and parcel of the apartheid
system. ‘

. The anniversary was mark-
ed in Soweto by a general strike
and repeated clashes between -

blacks and the South African
security forces. The govern-
ment was so scared of what the
anniversary. would bring that
not only were public meetings
banned, so were church ser-

The announcement of the

. ban was accompanied by a
_statement from the South

African prime minister P W
Botha which gave, ‘a final

. warning to those who under-

estimate the government’s
determination to maintain law
and order’. This followed a
threat from police - minister
Louis Le Grance: ‘As far as 1
am concerned we have had
enough.’

All the signs are that the
blacks in South Africa have
also ‘had enough’. Botha has
maintained talit the wave of
‘anger "and protest which has

South Africa: th
flames grow hig

THE
TROUBLE
SPOTS

o

FOUR YEARS OF TROUBLE

JUNE 16, 1976JUNE 1977: Riots in Soweto
and bizck townships throughout South Africa.
Boycotting of black schools.

NOVEMBER 20, 1978: Two policemen injured
i snade attack, T

in R
JANUARY 1, 1977: One killed in Soweto bomb
explosion. .

JUNE. 13, 1977: Two whites kKkilled in
Jehannesburg shooting.

SEPTEMBER 9, 1977: Black security police-
man shot in Durban.

SEPTEMBER 12, 1977: Death in detention of
Steve Biko, Black Consciousness leader.
Renewed demonstrations.

28, 1977: Two guerriilas cap-
tured . near - Mafeking. Large arms cache

discovered,
OCTOBER 19, 1977: Mass detentions of black
leaders and banming of two newspapers and
18 black consciousness organisations.
NOVEMBER 25, 1477: Bomb biast in Carlton
shopping centre, Johannes| :
NOVEMBER 326, 1377: Bomb explosion on
Pretoria train. L
- DECEMBER 12, 1977: Germiston police station

MARCH 10: 1978: Woman killed in Port
Elizabeth- bomb blast.

AUGUST 1, 1978: Police clash with guerrilla
group, arms cache discovered.

OCTOBER 27, 1978: Two guerrillas killed in
gun battle in Bophuthatswana.

OCTOBER 30, 1978: Police sergeant wounded
in gun battle west of Louis Trichardt.
DECEMBER 7, 1978: Bomb blast at urban
Bantu council chambers, Soweto.
DECEMBER 16, 1978: Bomb blast on Eastern
Cape rail line.

JANUARY 13, 1879: Guerrilla killed in gun
battle with police near Bétswana border.
MAY 3, 197%: Policeman killed in guerrilla
attack on Moroka Police Station, Soweto.
MAY 1S, 1979: Bomb explodes.in Cape Town

2, 197%: Policeman - killed in
attack on Orlando Police Statiéh, Soweto.
JANUARY 4,
police station, Northern Transvaal.
JANUARY 25, 1980: Two hostages die after
gunmen occupy bank in Silverton, Pretoria.
FEBRUARY 17, 1980: Attack on store near
Mozambique border, Natal
MARCH 6: 1980: Major arms cache found in
K hip, Springs, including rocket

bombed. .
DECEMBER M, 1977: Bomb at Benoni railway
station,

" FEBRUARY 1978: Two police killed in clash

near Swazi border.
MARCH 9, 1978: Bomber kilis himself in Port
Elizabeth. ‘

PIINgS,

launchers. .

APRIL 4, 1989: _Attack on Bocysens Police
Station, Johannesburg.

APRIL 198: Coloured pupils’ school boyeott
begins in Cape Town.

shaken the regime in the last
two months is ‘the work of pro-
fessional agitators’, but the
breadth and depth of the pro-
tests exposes such claims as
ridiculous.

Whether it be the schools’
boycott campaign involving
hundreds of thousands of
youth, the increasing number
of black workers taking strike
action, or the armed struggle of
which the latest success was the

blowing up of the SASOL oil

. plant two weeks ago, the Botha
government is now faced with .

the most determined and

‘widespread opposition in South

Africa’s history.

The government is reacting

with a traditional carrot and
stick approach — except a very
small carrot is being dangled,
and a very big stick is being
waved.

Teachers’ leader shot in El Salvador

‘'mixed parentage.

1980: Attack on Soekmekaar -

r

The carrot is the establish-
ment of a ‘President’s Council’
to replace the existing all-white
Senate. Its 60 members will be

drawn from the four principle |

minorities, totalling, seven
million - people — whites,
Indians, Chinese and‘those of
The 20
million blacks will not be
represented on the “council,
whose members will be ap-
pointed by the government.
The council will only have ‘con-
sultative’ powers.

The stick consists of a big,
55 per cent, increase in military
spending, dnd the rise to pro-
minence of the South African
military establishment within
the country’s ruling clique.

Masterminding the new -

strategy is General Magnus
Malan, chief of the South
African Defence Force, and
widely considered to be Botha’s
closest advisor. Malan is a
beneficiary of  American
General Staff training. He now
sits on the powerful ‘inner-
cabinet’ in the Botha govern-
r[llent — the state security coun-
cil.

Other members of the ‘

security council include the
head of the national intelli-
gence service (formerly BOSS),
the chief of the police and
police minister Le Grance.
Together this bunch are plot-
ting what Both has called a
‘total strategy’, which includes
military attacks on South
Africa’s black neighbours.
Both Malan and Botha
know that their problems are
increasing. At the start of the
year Malan predicted that what

he called the ‘communist

enemy’ would ‘attempt to
create = confusion,  unrest,
discontent and disloyalty’. Ad-
mitted Malan, ‘the total revolu-
tionary onslaught against our
entire population has escalated
alarmingly’.

That was six months ago.
Today the ‘escalation’ is show-
ing signs of turning into a tor-
rent.

From Sara Ritcher, San Salvador

afternoon was drying the life force that flowed freely
from his body. He had been vilely assassinated.

It was not until some hours later, with a call from
a teacher friend, that I began to know something of
this person who first appeared as corpse.

Hector Guardado was a founding member of the na-
tional teachers’ umion, ANDES-21 de Junio, and held
various union positions since 1974.

Last year he was elected to the executive and as
secretary of grievances. In this capacity, Hector was
responsible for personally attending to labour conflicts and
~ violations of the rights of his ‘companero’ teachers.

He spent much of his time at the Ministry of Education

" fighting against injustices.

On 8 May, after 13 years in the classroom, Hector lay in
state at a secondary school. His forced silence is testimony
to the conditions in present-day El Salvador, where
teachers are a persecuted species.

At this moment there are more than two hundred

- teachers throughout the country who cannot go to. their
-classes — and many te their homes — under threat of death
by government forces.

Some country schools have been closed for lack of
teachers. Last year 37 teachers were Kkilled by rightists and
this year the number has already reachq 39.

is very high. Three thousand have continued to teach for
five months without receiving their salary. ’

. .going to class, and. despite having two young sons and a

Py e

THE first time I saw Hector Ramén Guardado, the'

In a country of 60 per cent illiteracy, teacher dedication

) Despite these tremendous pressures, despite being one
of the marked teachers who could no longer safely continue *

wife who shares his commitment, Hector continued to
dedicate himself to the rights of the teachers and all work-
ing peole in this suffering Central American country.

_ Hector’s body was surrounded by hundreds of teachers,
secondary school students, friends, and members of his
family. As I sat and talked to those who came to give their
departing tribute, the figure of a truly human person arose
before me.

Hector Ramén Guadardo was a persecuted teacher, one
of many who refuse to seek the security of silence. He
sought justice although little was to be found. For this he
has won the admiration and love of all who knew him or of
him. .

For his years of untiring struggle and his role in the na-
tional work stoppage by teachers in May to end the repres-
sion, he has become one of ‘the too many martyrs of the
Salvadorian labour movement.

Messages of support from teacher unions and labour
organisations should be sent to: ANDES, Consejo
Ejecutivo, 4a Calle Osiente, 620, San- Salvador, El
Salvador, C.A.

The struggle in EI Salvador

Speaker: Rafael Menijiver, former rector of San
Salvador University and representative of the
Democratic Revolutionary Front.

Thursday, 19 June, 7pm
Friends Meeting House, Euston Rd, London NW1

(DT N S

" continental Press, PO Box 50, London N1 2XP.

AROUND TTHE WORLD

Guyana

WALTER Rodney, Marxist historian and a leader of the left.
opposition Working People’s Alliance (WPA) was murdered
by a car bomb in Georgetown, the capital of Guyana, last Fri-
day night. The car in which he had left a WPA meeting was
blown up by a bomb placed under his seat.

This is the third murder of WPA members in the last three
weeks, and follows searches and arrests of other leading
members. It also comes a week after the adjournment of the
trial of Rodney and other WPA members on a frame-up charge
of burning down the headquarters of the ruling People’s
National Congress.

Walter’s assassination is.clearly a political killing by sec-
tions of the right, probably within the government itself, who
are alarmed by the recent growth of the WPA. It echoes similar
campaigns of political violence in the Caribbean, notably in
Jamaica, where a situation is again developing similar to the
attempted ‘destabilisation’ backed by the CIA in 1976.

In the late 1960s the banning of Walter Rodney from
Jamaica sparked off the black power movement in the region.

WPA Support Committee mobilising meeting on Wed 18
June at Institute of Race Relations, Pentonville Rd, London,

. for rally on Sat 21 June.

East Germany

ALTHOUGH Rudolf Bahro and thousands of others were
released under an amnesty to mark the 30th anniversary of the
republic last October, the persecution of political dissidents has
not ceased in East Germany.

On 15 May this year a court in Leipzig sentenced 22-year-
old Simone Langrock to five years’ imprisonment on charges of
‘anti-state agitation’s Her crimes? Simone was accused of
daubing the slogan ‘Freedom for Rudolf Bahro’ on a Leipzig
monument in summer 1978; of distributir'\g leaflets calling for
the release of all political prisoners in the GDR and Eastern
Europe; of discussing and distributing the writings of political
authiors like Herbert Marcuse, Eria Fromm, and Bahro.

Simone’s father, Rolf Mainz, a former journalist and
member of the ruling Socialist Unity- (SED) party, and his
brother Klaus have been imprisoned since October 1976, also
for ‘anti-state agitation’. Simone’s grandfather, Albert Mainz,
spent four years in Nazi concentration camps for anti-fascist
activities. ' ,

 Letters demanding Simone’s immediate release should be
sent to; Embassy of the German Democratic Republic, 34
Belgrave Sq, London SW1X 8QB. .

Denmark

SEVERAL thousand women from across the globe will be at-
tending a conference in Copenhagen next month. It is to be held
on 14-24 July, at the same time as a women’s conference
organised by the United Nations on the theme of ‘Equality,
Development and Peace’.

While the latter is exclusively for government represen-
tatives — a follow up to a similar event held in Mexico City five
years ago — the alternative conference is open to all who wish
to attend. Some 80 workshops are planned.

The UN is providing financial support for this conference.
While no resolutions will be permitted, contacts will certainly
be established, and international campaigns such as those for

- ahortion rights, contraception, and against forced sterilisation

can play a valuable role.

Spain

THE Spanish parliament last week began debating a bill to
legalise divorce.

Spain is the only country in Western Europe, apart from the
South of Ireland, where divorce is still banned. The prohibition
was introduced in 1939 after the fascists’ victory in the Spanish
Civil War.

Opinion polls have shown that a vast majority are in favour

of the legalisation, but right-wing parties and the Catholiic
Church are campaigning against the reform.

Intercontinental Press/Inprecor

The latest issue of Intercontinental Press/Inprecor carries
thie United Secretariat statement on South Korea. There are
also articles on Iran and on developments in several Central
American countries. Finally, a major article by Les Evans
on China is featured.

. Single isspes 40p including postage. Subscription rates:
£6 for 24 issues, Orders and cheques/postal orders to Inter-

,,,,,,
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SCEVENTS

AIEDEEN SC sold Saturdays outside
— for more info ring phone Colin,

574068
BATH: SC on salc at 1985 Books, London

4.30-5.30, Sat 10-4. For more info phone

643-0669.

BRADFORD: SC available from Fourth Idéa
Southgate.

bburn Square.
BRIGHTON: For info phone Nick, 605052.
BRISTOL: SC on sale 11-1, *Hole in Ground”,
;h_-ymr_ket lll:(? more mfo mkd Box 2, c/o

\

Bristol 6.
CARDIFF: SC sales Newport Town Centre
outside Woolworths 11-12,30; Cardiff British

Home Stores 11-12.30. Akoav:rnllblehom 108

Cornmarket.
s SC sold every Saturday ipm
Sqm Tel. 0612364905formore

i “of anti-capitalist states back into

Disarm West
and East

‘HISTORY poses this question
(for or against the re-absorption

capitalism) defensively’, thunders
Noel Hibbert (5 June). Martin
Shaw is but a ‘latter day William
Morris or Proudhon’ fulminating
‘against oppression, tyranny, and
nuclear proliferation the world
over’.

Some of us would take such
comparisons with pride, but Noel
is clearly not being complimentary
and his argument — because the
Soviet Union is not imperialist,
therefore it cannot be aggressive,
and so has the right to the
hydrogen bomb — has to be

y
. countered:

1. Unilateral disarmament
campaigns fail because in cach
country (or bloc) ‘going it alone’
in a hostile world seems impossi-
ble and utopian. Any new cam-
paign must be international and
involve both main power blocs.

- 2. The economic structure of
the two blocs is not the only fac-
tor in assessing their capacity for
aggression. The Cuban and Soviet

Sat. workers’ states are trying to

smash Eritrea; the Soviet Union
has invaded Afghanistan; China,

Vietnam, and Kampuchea have

invaded each other.
3. A defensive mentality does
not mean defensive weaponry.

. The Warsaw Pact leaders are

sell - cautious men with a siege mentali-

WHAT’S LEFT

Mmfﬂaﬁwmhm'llgﬂ 5

~ British Army’.
Clnppmhmwb Shlrlmdlld W9. Speaker:

ANDnovthenpeoﬂheDebueoftheDwadc
on “The crisis-and the future of the left’. Benn,
Hofland, Wise, Ali, Foot, and Wainwright.
Cassettes price £1.99 plus SOp p&p from:
Labour o-otdinll.lnx Committee, 9 Poland
St, London W'

NATIONAL delno to defend Nasira Begum
immigration e Sat 19 m‘:"y'ﬁz wp::y
the i S. s
Whitworth Park off Moss Lane East,
Manchester.

IPCS Left groups together all radical members

of IPCS and works within the union for the
implementation of socialist policies. For
f ion write to: 36

k and further
Roundhay Crescent, Leéeds 8.
AMNESTY FOR ST PAUL’S. New badge
nuihblefotmp.SpeehloﬁeroflSpfororder
of 15 or more. Send 10p for cost of postage. All
proceeds to St Paul’s Defence Fund. Write to
Bristol Anti Nazi Leuue Box 1, Fullmarks,
110 Cheitenham Rd

FUND DRIVE

A WELCOME £10 came into
our Fund Drive this week from
Steve Pilley, a shop steward in
the Rotherham steel works.
‘Before the steel strike,” he
writes, ‘I personally had no
idea that organisations like the
International Marxist Group
existed. I have always had my
own point of view, but I have
since found it to be more or less
the same as the IMG’s.

Steve ends his letter with the
message: ‘Keep up the good work’.

But if we are going to do that,
we need the help of every reader.
Let’s hope next week’s post brings
us the funds to do just that.’

Our thanks to the following
readers whose contributions have
brought this quarter’s total to
£849.32

P Foster £2.00
Camden IMG 15.00
Anon 12.00
MB 15.00
J Wilson 2.50
Bolton East CLP
SC supporters 4.00
R Drinker 1.00
E Mahood 10.00
D Kellaway - .50
M Holbrook 3.50
- S Whitely 2.50
SE Manchester IMG 8.89
Anon 3.50
Swindon IMG 10.00
Canterbury IMG 15.50
S Pilley .o . 10.00
J Mooney o ’ - 350
Total « o £119¢3§

ty but they have risked aggression
— and thus world war — time

. and again (Hungary.

Czechoslovakia, Afghamstan)
4. If, say, there is a crisis in

Yugoslavia and troops mass on

the borders, hot lines buzz, and

. fingers hover on buttons, then no

one can guarantee that there
won’t be a pre-emptive Soviet
strike.

5. As we live in Bntam our
first duty is to oppose im-
perialism, Olympic boycotts, and
Cruise missiles. But this can only
be done effectively if we are not
compromised by complicity with

" the brutality of the Warsaw Pact.

We have civil rights and can
begin a unilateralist campaign in
this country. But we cannot finish
it here. Only resistance in the East
will finally break the logjam of
the power structure and show
working people here that there is
not one monolithic ‘Russia’. just
dying to blow us all up.

Difficult as it is, we have to
organise resistance mtemanonally
or fail. I know a certain sort of
Trotskyist thinks that this is un-
thinkable because if the Soviet
Union disarmed her nuclear
weapons the evil Amencans would
blow up the world. "

We can leave these people o
their fantasy-conspiracy dreams
of history and to supporting big-

ger and better Soviet bombs.

Their view of history as
military efficiency not political
struggle leads them slap-bang into
the very logic of deterrence which
it is our duty to expose as the
greatest lie of all time.

CHRIS ROSEBLADE,
Wolverhampton

Not all |
doctors are
Thatcher’s
friends

YOUR analysis of the recent doc-
tor’s pay settlement (5 May) was
restricted to a front-page denun-
ciation of the ‘huge wage in-
creases’ for ‘Thatcher’s friends’
including ‘well-healed (sic) doc-
tors’.

This analysis is woefully inade-
quate, if not reactionary and
dangerous.

To begin with, a clear ma]ori-
ty of doctors are neither well-paid
nor well-heeled. Junior doctors,
for example, are almost invariably
contracted to work some 80 hours
a week — 40 hours of ‘necessary’
overtime — and in practice
frequently work 100 plus hours a
week.

Overtime, it sholld be noted,
is paid at one-third normal rate,
not time and a third. Their hourly
rate is therefore less than many
nurses and ancillary workers. Also
these and other doctors-are ‘on

ly rentncls persoqal

.+ . demoralisation caused by'staff -
Soualist‘Challmge lQ-June 1980 PapeHM

D JOHNSON, NUPE
Hospitals

shortages, run-down of facilities,
and so on.

Undoubtedly many doctors,
especially those at the top, iden-
tify totally with the ruling class.
But it is not Socialist Challenge’s
job to drive all doctors into the
reactionary camp; it should be
trying to win sections of them to
side with the working class.

We should support their
demands for higher salaries, fewer
hours, and proper overtime rates,
and in doing so try to overcome
the division between doctors on
the one hand and nurses and an-
cillary workers on the other,
which the bureaucracy is foster-
ing. .
Otherwise we can expect no
support from doctors for the pay
claims of the nurses and ancillary
workers. We should say: Good
luck to the doctors! Now 30 per
cent for nurses and all other NHS
workers!

Dr A E CLARKE, Oxford
Oxon

Does
Afghanistan

still exist?

FOR a number of months
Socialist Challenge has remained
silent on Afghanistan. It is aimost
as if the country had ceased to
exist. .
~ The last series of articles was
an attempt to dismiss the massive
resentment which was
developing in the cities against the
Soviet army of occupation as a
manifestation of the riff-raff, the
flotsam and jetsam that exists in
every city.

But since that time there have
been further developments. It is
now virtually indisputable that:

1. A growing movement
among school students saw some
of the lafgest street demonstra-
tions in Kabul since the overthrow
of Daud in April 1978.

2. A number of revolts have
taken place inside the Afghan
army and certain reports
emanating from New Delhi sug-
gest that there have been clashes
between regular Afghan army
soldiers and Soviet troops. -

The Afghan army remains an
unreconstructed bourgeois army.
The links between the soldiers and
the villages remain strong and

. clearly the general mood of the

country is beginning to affect the
Afghan army.

3. According to Agence
France Presse there have been a
number of strikes in Kabul
against the Soviet presence.

Any notion that what is taking

place in Afghanistan today is a
civil war fought by two conten-
ding social classes and their

yehedmLyons,SOOOOm
Marseilles

respective bodies of armed men
(which was always a gross
simplification) now becomes
somewhat ludicrous.

Unless of course it is argued
that the Soviet troops, who repre-
sent the interests of a degenerated
workers’ state and its ruling
bureaucracy, are defending the
historic interests of the Afghan
masses. Such talk throws over-
board any notion whatsoever of

. popular self-determination.

In reality the presence and
activities of the Red Army has
stimulated a new and massive
opposition and made any
possibility of recouping some of

- the real gains of April 1978 ex-

tremely remote.

4. The choice is not between
dark reaction and social revolu-
tion (albeit carried through by the
Red Army 4 la Bulgaria). The
choice is either a permanent
assimilation of Afghanistan into’
the USSR or a Soviet troop
withdrawal.

The latter should be what
socialists support, regardless of
the regime that will result. In the
long run that will be a better solu-
tion for the toilers of Afghanistan
in both town and countryside.

It may appear unpalatable to
many socialists in the West today,
but it will be the people of
Afghanistan who will ultimately
decide their own fate.

vic MARKS, Bath
French
Communists
and May '68

) TERRY Shean’s letter (29 May) -

regarding my comments on the
French Communist Party (PCF)
is a classic example of ill-
informed comment based on lack
of knowledge of the subject.

He claims that the PCF
organised strikes in May '68 in
which only a few workers took
part. No mention here of the 13
May general strike called by the

. PCF which had 800,000 marching

in Paris alone — a column four
miles long and 30 abreast. .
On the same day, 60,000 mar-

Toulouse, , and
Bordeaux, and 30,000 in Le
Mans. The general strike was sup-
ported in fact by nine million
workers, more than a third of
whom were probably regular PCF
voters.

Ten'y hasn’t even got his facts
nght in the case he tries to cite
against my argument. He claims
that the first strike took place at
Sud Aviation, led by Trotskyists.
First, it wasn’t a strike but an oc-
cupation and it took place on 14
May, a fortnight after the CGT
(the PCF-led trade union con-

federation) had mobilised 100,000 tion, and the government was

workers in the first legal compelled to accept the subse-
demonstration in Paris for 14 quent resignation of the official.
years. As for condoning the harass- -
In the months before May ment of immigrants, Humanité
there had been literally scores of  and Humanité Dimanche printed
stoppages in the Renault Billan- dozens of articles denouncing this

court factory in Paris.

More disgraceful, however, is
Terry’s allegation that in May
1945 Tillon, the then Communist

in 1979 when I lived in Franoe 1
would advise comrade Terry

stick to the facts in future and
not waste our time.

Air Minister, ordered a bombing ]
raid on Algeria which resulted in DOUGLAS CHALMERS,
40,000 deaths. Here he is either Dundes YCL
completely ignorant of .the facts
or engaging in deliberate distor-
tion.

Algerian affairs in that period
s s BB Backbo? ne or
of the President of the Provi-
sional Government, and were be- r um p
ing run by the Ministry of the In- :
terior and had nothing to do with WITH reference to the comment
the Air Ministry. , by Bernard Reagan in last week’s

The PCF ministers were only Socialist Challenge (12 June) that
informed of the event several the International Marxist Group is
days after it happened. The the backbone of the Socialist
Humanité statement Terry quotes Teachers Alliance: speaking as
is a fabrication, as is the allega- one of the majority of STA :
tion that it ‘denounced Cohn- who are not in the IMG,
Bendit as a German Jew’ in 1968.  who may be characterised as the

Only last year the PCF un-
masked a government scandal

brains, hands, feet, or just plain
arse-holes of the STA, 1 would re-

when it revealed that the French mind him that without us the STA

hGl:\l:en;t@;:: had ap::ﬂinted asa  would be a very tiny rump.

igh official a man guilty of JOHN BANGS, STA
organising the mass arrests of

French Jews under the occupa- executive mb"' London

IMG 1980

CADRE
SCHOOL

AN exciting programme of debate, relaxation, and a
genuine battle of ideas is lined up for the summer school
of the International Marxist Group from 12-I8 July,
1980. Send in your money now to receive a full pro-
gramme of events, details of venue, plus reading lists.
Attendance at the school is open to members and sympathisers
of the IMG, Revolution Youth and the 4th International.

| am interested in coming to the summef school. lama member
of the IMG/Revolution/l am a sympathiser of the IMG/Revolu-
tion from

I enclose a cheque/PO for

towards the £47.50 cost of the school.
‘Cheques payable to ‘The Week Society'.

LSA steps back from unity

THE League for Socialist Action is a small Trotskyist organisation
with members in London and the Midlands. The International
Marxist Group and the LSA have been in discussions for some
time, and well over a year ago the LSA voted to fuse its forces with
those of the IMG. In line with this policy, members of the LSA
leadership were given the right to attend IMG leadership meetings.
LSA members attended the IMG’s national conference in
February.

At a recent aggregate, however, the comrades of the LSA took
a step backwards from this perspective of fusion. While agreeing
to fuse its forces with those of the IMG ‘at some future stage’, and
re-affirming its position of political solidarity with the Fourth

International, it was decided that fusion with the IMG was im-

possible in the short term, because of tactical differences.
. Essentially, the comrades of the LSA disagreed with the
positions adopted by the IMG counference on revolutionary unity

: and on the orientation to the Labour Party.
.call’ fo;r many, hights which great-. ., -
life;: e e

this cayss.in. g situation otI N

-The IMG.: .considers -that the declslen of - the LSA not to,
lmmedutefy fiise ‘with® ‘the “IMG reved]s a fundamental'

& Lok

cavE T

miswlderstandmg by. the. conirades on the’ programmatlc basis of -

splits and fusions. If the LSA refuses fusion today because of
‘tactical’ disagreements, then logically it can only be waiting for
tactical agreement,

The basis of party unity, however, is not this or that tactic, but
the fundamental programme of socialist revolution — expressed in
the programme of the Fourth International. If the LSA does, as it
says, stand in political solidarity with the Fourth International,
then it should fuse with the FI and build it.

There is a more serious side to the position of the LSA. Its posi-
tion logically leads to a justification of splits in the event of tactical
disagreement; with this irresponsible position it is impossible to
build a party, since tactical disagreements are .inevitable in
anything but a dead-end bureaucratic sect.

While the IMG considers that the position adopted by the LSA
aggregate is irresponsible and only perpetuates the splitting of the
Trotskyist movement into ‘57 varieties’ which have no fundamen-
tal programmatic difference, the IMG will continue its policy of
joint work and discussions with the LSA. The door remains open
for the LSA to put its programme of solidarity with the FI into

practice — by fusing its forces with those of the Fourth Intema-' E
tional in Britain and. joinﬂy Dbuilding the revolntlonary party ’




UNDER REVIEW

The Tin Drum: beating through the history of Danzig

"By Jude Woodward

OSKAR, hero of Gunther Grass’s novel
The Tin Drum, is a strange commentator
on human history. On his third birthday
he achieves his only ambition, to possess a
tin drum, and henceforth decides to stop
growing. - ' '

This blond, blue-eyed mannikin; armed .-

with red and white tin drum and a piercing
scream that shatters glass, is the narrator of
twenty years of the history of Danzig.

Danzig, now named Gdansk and officially

part of Poland, was made a free state after the

First World War. Before the Second World
War the rise of Nazism posed the question of
the Baltic port becoming part of Germany and
a referendum of the people of Danzig resulted
in its annexation by Germany. On Friday 1
September 1939, the Nazi invasion of Poland

began and was echoed in outright repressive

measures against the Danzig Poles.

In this context Oskar observes the pain,
confusion .and degradation of his own im-
mediate family and the people of Danzig as a

dividual as a grotesque; deformed and distorte_d
by the daily struggle with the material condi-
tions of their lives.

The grocer becomes a Nazi scout leader,
and unable to openly express his homosexuality
is a ludicrous figure. His buxom, sleazy and
frustrated wife takes the ‘diminutive Oskar
under her quilt where he discovers the strong

smells of female sexuality. Oskar’s. mother,

Agnes, never comes to terms with her prolong-
ed affair with her cousin, and fears her own
passionate enjoyment of him. She finally
gorges herself to death on fish — eels, tinned
sardines, pickled herring.

His grandmother, the quintessence of the
old folk, the history of Danzig, conceived
Agnes while hiding a runaway convict under
her skirts on the edge of a potato field. The
Jewish shopkeeper, the Nazis, the children of
the streets, Oskar’s father, all come and go in
weird parade against the background of salty,
poverty-stricken Danzig. .

When Schlondorff’s film of The Tin Drum
opened in London last month it was hard to
believe that this circus of a book could be turn-
ed into anything like convincing cinema.

be a total travesty.

The film is long, two and a half hours, but
even so the story is hugely compressed, and ac-
tually leaves off before the end. But it is true to
the spirit of the book. .

David Bennent, who plays Oskar, makes

the film — he is not quite as pretty as the Oskar
of the book but his child’s physique and utterly

* knowing face make the casting a complete suc-

cess. The film is in German, with subtitles, but
nonetheless Oskar’s voice, its tone and pen-
siveness, is a positive element of the film.

Of course it is not just that the story is
telescoped, other elements of the book are also
lost in the film.

The Tin Drum is one of the funniest books I
have ever read — the kind where you break into
uncontrollable giggles — but the film only
raises the occasional laugh. :

The book’s strong element of mystery and

- magic — Oskar as a figure of semi-supernatural

power — is unsuited £o the realism of the film,
Even so, when Oskar stands on Danzig
cathedral tower, his eyes casting majestically to
.and fro, we know he is capable of anything.
-Similarly the book’s fulsome elaboration of

excellent aerial shots of the city panning over its
varied architecture.

All this is forgiveable because the fun-
damental theme of the novel is retained. The
Tin Drum teaches us that human beings,
however degraded by the conditions they have
to grapple with, are not in themselves degrad-
ed. The system is degraded, and its system of
relationships, but each character has human
warmth.

Grass demonstrates implicitly in his book
that only the materialist can be a true humanist.
Oskar is an amoral onlooker at life, so he is
a real grotesque. The little people of Danzig,
who fight and struggle, lie and cheat, love and
hate, and who are forced into repellent moulds
by everyday reality, are nonetheless real people.
It is the Nazi grocer who sums this up when he
lovingly caresses a potato — ‘They are forced
into so many ugly shapes by the clods of the
earth but still I find them pure and innocent.’
It is this innocence which belongs to the
people of Danzig, not to Oskar the knowing
child. It is this innocence which allows them to-
rush to greet Hitler — ‘They thought they had
found Santa Claus, but it was the gasman’.
And it is this innocence that they have to

whole. .

Through Oskar’s eyes wé see each in-

RUDEt

By John Glover v

RUDE BOY cannot be seen
as a movie in any conven-
tional sense; the plot, such

as it is, is a bit thin, in-
cidents are disconnected

and incoherent and the cen-
tral character is, to be
frank, a boring jerk.

The film comes across as a sort
of retrospective for the class of ’78.
This was the year of the Anti Nazi
League, the Clash and punk rock.
The year when, through the
vagaries of fashion, force of cir-

" cumstances, and the hard work of

the activist left, a lot of people
found themselves on the fringes of

politics.
Rude Boy opens with footage
of a - National Front rally.

Throughout the film there are clips
of Anti-Nazi mobilisations, police
harassment, the Clash getting
busted, and the like — incidents.
that have little directly to do with
the central character, Ray Grange.

It is Ray’s stdfy which provides
the only peg on which to hang these
events, and the core of the film
traces his progress, such as it is,
from working in a porn bookshop,
through his failure as a roadie with
the Clash, to his ultimate degenera-
tion into a drunken hanger-on.

Ray is a tall, gangling Clash
fan, with round shoulders and a
habit of looking at his boots as he
walks along, as though searching
the pavement for fag-ends. He
wears the regulation black leather
jacket, khaki fatigues, and a hang-
dog expression, a can of lager per-
manently in his right hand_

He ts the pltmmace oser. nwans

Qlash) ,works, out .on . For np.

apparent,reason — aithough it s

hard to blame him — Headon stops
hitting the bag and sets about Ray
instead. .

His situation isn’t helped any
by the, fact that besides these
disabilities Ray is not very bright
and never very sober.

In a hotel room somewhere on
tour, Joe Strummer, the Clash’s
singer, is washing a T-shirt in a
sink. Ray asks what message it car-.
ries. Brigate Rosse replies Joe,
holding it up and showing him the
RAF (Red Army Fraction) symbol
on the chest. ‘What’s that?’,
demands Ray. °‘It’s a pizza

restaurant’, he is informed, and
continues to _look drunkenly
baffled.

" He is also something of a right
winger by virtue of the fact that he
docsn’t like left wingers, whom he
identifies totally with the ‘fucking
Socialist Workers Party’, and is
suspicious of blacks.

As his alienation from every-
thing increases, Ray moves
rightward, eventually becoming of-
fensive. to his erstwhile friends.
‘We're fucking watching. you,
mate; we’re fucking watching you’,
Mick Jones tells him.

Rude Boy adopts a documen-
tary approach, never explaining or
analysing, merely noting events as
they occur. The enormous inar-
ticulateness of ‘its main character

- contributes to, and emphasises this

aspect. .

Unfortunately it fails as a
documentary through its refusal to
elaborate oh any theme, and it
doesn’t have any pretensions to be
a ‘real movie’. It is simply a visual
record of certain events which oc-
curred in 1998, overlong at 130
TS,
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Unforranately, Fke myself, you

. could meet -all -these qualifications’
, and still fail to.enjoy it »

«:f .9

" However, since Grass himself had collaborat
in making the film, it was clear that it would not

the particular history of Danzig — in dialogue,
narrative and so on — in the film is reduced to

surmount if the history of Danzig is not to
endlessly repeat itself in each individual life.

Exit the animals

Belgium1 England 1, Italy1 England 0o

By Geoff Bell

THERE we were, sitting quietly
watching England’s footballers
play the Belgium footballers in
the European Nations’ Cup.

It was shaping up to be
another tedious game, with
Ergland playing typical
English football — boring and
predictable. Then, suddenly,
riots, tear gas and, at last, real
action!

After the excitement had died
down, with the English supporters
well and- truly smashed, and the
footballers held to an ignominious
draw. the big debate started: what
s e “me”?

o Wiargerer TRIsECREr Bal SOw-
Sesxmed dac fams the answer scemed

obvious: her enemy was.our ally —.
Victory to the victimised English:
fans! All workers riust oppose the

brutal Italian polides « = *1 >

bewildered g5 th
‘ltalians outplayed the
- ~deparfment ‘of the‘gathé." The'1-6-

Then, Thatcher went on to say
that the English footballers were,
‘a very good team’. That showed
she knew nothing about football
(prime ministers never do), so
perhaps whatever she said about
the events of that afternoon should

‘be ignored.

It was best to suspend judge-
ment on the whole issue until the
next encounter — England- versus
Italy on Sunday.

As it turned out the replay be-
tween the English fans and the
Italian cops proved a damp squib.

‘The Italian fans tried their best to

get things going by chanting
‘animals, animals’ at the English,
but to no effect. The use of the
word ‘anmmals’ was 2 Wor oWk
e waE I w=t =R Eaglak

way back in 1966.
. The English players_seémed as
their fans, -The

in every.

LR T

score was so close only because the
Italians missed at least three or four
good chances. .

That was not how the English
commentators and the experts back
in the studio saw it. The Italians
had played dirty they insisted; the
good clean English gentlemen had
been felled by the . kicking
foreigners.

Even with only the restricted vi-
sion of a television camera'to go by
it was obvious that this was a load
of rubbish. Sure the Italians played
rough, but so too did the English.

allowed 10 ram off.
After the game the English fans
stayed - behind' ahd - sang - ‘Rule
sBritannia, Btitanfifa” "rliles "the

waves!.- That- detidéd “whht- otr

“line’ should be.. HoW Was'if possi- '

ble to have any sympathy for this
drunken, union  jack-waving
chauvinistic rabble?

So here it is. English
chauvinism is a horrible and
dangerous sentiment. It is fanned
by the Thatchers who, whether
they applaud the SAS murderers of
the Embassy seige as English
heroes, or, less harmfully, insist
that ‘our’ team is ‘very good’, raise
expectations . which the more
lumpen elements in English society
swallow up. They then go to occa-
sions like football matches, expec-
ting the English to win, becmsse

English_

English aren’t up to it.

‘And so England is out of the
European Nations' Cup. Exit the
animals
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~ Czechoslovak dlssulent moy

" quate diet. He is not permitted to

Czechoslovak government such a’

TODESTR

" By Ed Murphy

PETR Uhl, one of the most
respected leaders of the

ment, is today languishing:
the  Mirov prison. It’s clea¥
that the Czech authorities wis
to.destroy this revolutionary

socialist, both physxcally amt; =

mentally.

" Although Petr Uhl suffers from - .

chronic bronchitis, he is forced to do
heavy labour and.is fed on an inade-

keep any . written material, and is
allowed only one visit of one hour
every six to eight months.

Today a massive campaign s
underway to protest against prison
conditions endured by civil rights
activists in Czechoslovakia, and sup-
port is mounting in Britain.

Student

Petr Uhl, who is serving five years,
became a revolutionary Marxist dur-
ing his student days. According to the

development is by no means unusual.
After-all, large numbers of students-
join the Communist Party. and
‘Marxist Leninist’ youth organisa-
tions.

What distinguished Uhl however,
was not that Jie recited ‘correct’ views
in order to pass his course, but that he
took Marxism seriously as a method
of analysis, of capitalist society as

“well as of ‘real’ socialism.

Between 1965 and 1968, Uhl paid
a number of visits to France where he
came into contact with the Fourth In-

ternational. He abandoned his earlier. -

view that ‘bureaucratic society could
be reformed, realising that only
revolutionary action- could topple
Stalinism.

Following the Soviet invasion of
Czechoslovakia in August 1968, Uhl
helped to organise the Movement of
Revolutionary Youth and” wroté "his-
programme, the Manifesto of the
Revolutionary Socialist Party.

Release

Arrested in 1969, Uhl spent nearly
four years in the prisons of ‘nor-
malised’ Czechoslovakia. Contrary to

phlet, Petr Uhl and: the Jjailed Char-
) tlsts m Czecholosvakla

Unhke many people on  the "~
Western left, Uhl’s own experiences
as well as hxs grasp of Marxism have
taught him the importance of the
struggle for democratic rights.

In his ‘Appeal to the Western
Revolutionary ‘Left’, which is also
rcproduc’ed in the Socialist Challenge

the. hopes.“of the ‘bureaucrats; - -

however, prisons didn’t break him:
Shortly after his release, with 29 other
former political .prisoners, he signed .
an open letter to the Union of
Czechoslovak ~ Lawyers denouncmg

that body’s condemnation  of the :

Chilean junta as hypocritical. .
In the words of the letter: “...we-

are linked with progressive Chlleans

through common ideals, common |

goals, and frequently through acom- . -

mon fate. However, we deny the nght

to express such solidarity .to ‘you .

gentlemen - of - the Union - of-
Czechoslovak Lawyers for we are not

aware of a single instance in which: -

your union would have come forth in
defence of human rights, civil liber-

ties, or adherence to legalities in your |
" ‘'owhn douhtry, Czéchaslovakia.’

. o This Jetfet is reproducedtin A&t .
. _l‘oellentﬂew Socialist Challenge payiz',",
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pamphilet, he wrote: ‘But it is a com-
mon belief of all of those Marxists
and._revolutionary _socialists that

EC

hwas a foundmg member of Charter

77 "and ‘the -Committee for the

. Defence of Unjustly Prosectited Per~

L.y sons.

accept both the Stalinist lie that a
superior form of democracy exists in
Eastern Europe, and the argument of

already the first revolutiofidry phase-—Stalin’s apologists that in the face of

of the communist development must
bring to every member of society,
more rights and freedoms than can be-

assured by even the best bourgeois

democracy.’

Uhl has corysisrently refused to-

Name _

" Addrel_
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a hostile 1mper1ahst world ;- Tepression:’

In_. October . 1979, Uhl was

*" sentenced to five -years'~imprison-
-ment. As he has already completed

one -sentence, he is considered. a

“recidivist.and has been categonsed as -
'~ a strict regime

pnsnne
According to Czechoslm!a&g
‘All persons deprived of perso:

" freedom shall be treated in a humane
- mannér and “with - respect  for - the"

dignity of the human being.’ In fact,

- the treatment of Uhl in prison shows
- this law, like all other paragraphs of

the Czechoslovak legal code, to be'a

cynical mockery of the- workmg

people of that country.
It should be a matter of outrage

to every socialist that these things are -

being -done at all. The fact th
perpetrators of _.such- T call
themselves commumsts only add&
insult to injury.

" Socialist Challenge appeals to all

\ its readers to support the Defence

Committee’s campaign. Send labour

‘movement protests against the bar- ..

baric crimes committed against P
Uhl and his. “comrades  to the

y Czechoslovak™ Embassy, 25 -Kens-
“ington Palace Gardens, London W8.

Socialist Challenge  readers are
also urged to support the publication
of a book of Uhl’s writings. Five
hundred pounds is urgently needed.
Please send postal . orders/cheques

. payable to ‘Alternatives in Eastern

Europe’, PO Box 50, London NI1.
Any mdmdual/orgamsatron which
donates £20 or more will be mentlon-
ed in the book.

‘Petr Uhl and the }alled

Chartists in

' Czechoslovakia’

Excellent new cam-
paigning pamphiet,
40p plus 12p (p&p)

From SC Pamphlets,
PO Box 50, London N1 2XP.
Buik order rates on request.

* TUC lobby for jObS

JACK Collins, president of the Kent area of the National Union of
Mineworkers, has added his name to an appeal for a mass lobby of this

~ year’s TUC against unemployment. British Oxygen workers at the
*."Hackney depot also recently endorsed the appeal.

"Put it forward in your labour movement organisation, and mt‘orm

Socialist Challenge! This is the text of the appeal:

‘This Tory government is intent on destroying workers’ standards
of living and their organisations, the trade unions. Their main weapon
is the ‘creation of mass unemployment in order to increase profits
through squeezing more production out of a reduced workforce; in
order to ‘‘persuade’’ workers to take cuts in pay rather than fight for a

. decent standard of living; in order to weaken and smash union
* organisation by “dlscmlmmg” those who want to flght back wnth
. threats of the dole.

‘The whole labour movement, the unions and the Labour Party,
must unite against this threat and take united action now.

‘As a first step in such a campaign this branch/,wardragrees to
sponsora-call, for a mass lobby of  this year’s TUC Congress in

" Brighton dround theése demands: *No; to Uﬂemplo)’ment o For a 35
" Hour Week' Now.. *Fight'to' Kick Out. thé. To e’s”_f s s
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