IN TEN DAYS‘ time the Trades Union
Congress meets in conference at
Blackpool’s Opera House.

what is needed from the trade union
leadersis summed up in a motion tabled by
the Association of Cinematograph,
Television and Allied Technicians. It
reads:

‘Congress views with alarm the
declared intention of the government to
undermine the existing statutory
protection of trade unionists in relation to
the closed shop, picketing, redundancy
and allied issues.

‘Congress resolves to resist by all
means at its dlsposal these fundamental
attacks on trade union rights. Congress
instructs the i mcommg General Council to*
institute a campaign mobilising the
resources and membership of the entire

trade union movement in a campaign as
powerful and effective as those organised
in opposition to ‘‘In Place of Strife’’ and
the Industrial Relations Act.’

This motion appears alongside one
from the Union of Construction, Allied
Trades and Technicians. This includes the
demand ‘to withdraw from all discussions
with the government based on their
proposals as published’.

No talks with the Tories, the type of
action wused against the Industrial
Relations Act [i.e. strike action] — these
are the twin demands which can unite and
mobilise rank and file trade unionists up
and down the country.

The militancy shown by engineering
workers in fighting for their current claim
on pay and a shorter working week, and
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the promises of unequivocal resistance
from shipyard workers to the Tories’ plans
to cut 10,000 jobs in that industry, are
signs enough that large sections of the
working class are not frightened or
demoralised by the return of the Tory
Government.

Indeed, it is obvious that the trade
union leaders are holding back the
militancy of their members. The
engineering strike is a case in point.
Support for the one-day strikes has been
overwhelming. But so far those strikes
have barely affected the employers. Even
the prospect of two-day strikes does not
appear to worry the major bosses. Who
would deny that it would be an entirely
different case if the engineering unions
called an ‘all-out strike?

The same point can be made with the

UCATT motion for ‘no talks’. Such a
position is best stated from a position of
strength. But while tabling this motion,
UCATT has also instructed its own
members not to support a picket at two
building sites in Wandsworth, London,
where the local Tory council have obtained
an anti-picketing injunction. Such an
attack on trade union rights is exactly what
the Tories are aiming at. There is no time
like the present to fend off that attack, and
the Wandsworth dispute is as good a place
as any to mobilise in strength to take on the
Tories.

The simple formula is that militant
words need to be backed up by militany
action. A call for such action is what
millions of working people want to hear
loud and clear from the TUC.



1| OUR POLICIES

Capitalism is in crisis. Fhe leaders
of the Labour Party and the trade
unions ofter sointions that are in
the interests not of the workers
but of the capitatisi ciass,

Socuihst Chalicne believes that
the two vital (4 confronting
revalutionary socialists are:

* To build broad-based class
struggle tendencies in opposition
te class-collaborationism in the
tahour movement. These should
be nan-exclusive in  character,
grouping together militants hold-
ing a wide range of political views.

* To begin to fight for the
creation  of  a  unified
democratic revolutionary socialis
crganisation which can, through
application  of united front
¢s. begin to be seen as an
aiiernative by thousands of
workers engaged in struggles.

Such an organisation should be
frasedt on the understanding that:

I:m slrur’u[t for socialism
e the fight of
Je the bosses

with that of other oppressed layers
of society - - women. black people,
struggling  for  their
eration. This socialism ¢an only
he achieved by creating new organs
of power and defeating with all
necessary means the power of the
capitalist state,

OQur  socialism will  be
infinitely more democratic
than »hat exists in Britain

today. with tull rights for all
political parties and currents that
do not take up arimy against the
socialist state, 'Fhe Stalinist models
" wocialism® o the USSR and
‘IJ‘H. rlmndueﬂ

ENU A thrnuuhmll ihe world.
W e are opposed to them and will
offer foli support 1o all those
fighting Yor socialist democracy.,

Pheinterests of workers and
capitalists are irreconcilable
on a world scale. Capitalism

has not only  created a world
marhket, it has created world
politics. Thus we fight for working
class unity on an international
scate. This unity will in the long
run bhe decisive in defeating both
the imperiatist regimes in the West
and the brutal dictatorships they
sustain in Latin America, Africa
and Asia.

In Britain it implies demanding
the immediate withdrawal ol
British troops tfrom Ireland and
letting the Irish people determine
their own future.

The Communist parties in
Furope are in crisis. “either
the “Furocommunist™ aor

the pro-Mascow wings have any
meaningiul - straiegy  for the
overihrow of (he capitalist state.
New revolulionary socialist parties
are nrore pecessary fhan o eser
betore.  Condittons  today  are
more favourable than over the
preceding three decades, But sach
parties can only bhe o Bilt by
rejecting seciarianism and seeing
internal demeocriey not as  hiesury
butasa vital necessity, s means
the right to organise factiony and
fendes o

1 vae eosath these principles
anet at to be mmvoebed n
HIR VT soctfing ¢ hallenpe
sitpportecs in o vour area, Bl in the
Torm Bohiey ol send i ta as,

* 1 amointerested
intornaten shout activites i ms
arein

e I wornisd ke adddiional iterature
amti enddose SOp ta cover cosls.

(helete at wot applivable)

tmaore
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eini's dustbinful of death

~AYATOLLAH Ruhbollah Khomeini promised his
. '%Eponents 2 ‘dustbinful of death’ last week in Iran.
‘Those

opponents’ now  include . oppressed
nationalities, oil workers, socialists journalists and
printworkers, feminists and lawyers. It is a
formidable list. :

. .Most formidable of all are the Kurdish people.
Now with the whole population armed, they have
been fighting against national chauvinism for
decades. It is not the first time they have been

“attacked by the Khomeini-Bazargan government.

Earlier this year Phantom jets and helicopters were
sent to the city of Sanandsj to back up troops

- fighting the Kurds’ struggle for self-determination.

Then the Kurds won. _
" They were quickly followed by the Turkoman
people in the north of Iran, who demanded that

: they be allowed to take the land which had been
.. stolen from them by the Shah. Then in the

oil-producing south -the Arabic-speaking peo
demanded that they be accorded some elements of
self-government.

The failure of the’ govemment to quell these
_uprisings by force led to attacks on the left whio .
.- supported them. Forty militants of the Fedayeen
guerilla group, which played such a prominent role -
. in the overthrow of the Shah, w;
another celebrated case, 2 mem

imprisoned. In
guerilla group, the Mujahedeen, was framed up. In

’ the south 15 militants of the Iraniam Socialist
Workers Party (HKS) were imprisoned in the town_

r of the Islamic |

of Ahwaz for supporting the just demands of the
Arab. people.

- The elimination of the functionaries of the Shah
regime is now taking second place to these attacks,
The reason for these changed priorities became

"apparent with the fraudulent elections to the body

of constitutional experts who will vet the already.
firmly ensconced laws of the Islamic republic. Both
Khomeini and his prime minister Mehdi Bazargan
are sworn to defend capitalism in Iran. Their first
priority is to reconstruct the shattered state
apparatus which safeguards private property. But
opinions differed on how to do this, Khomeini
wanted to integrate his substantial popular base as
the core of: the nmew ‘state. Bazargan favoured
piecing back together the army after cosmetic
‘purges’. Now both are agreed on the necessity of
crushing opposition to their pro-capitalist plans.
Despite spirited opposiuon to these sorts of
measures, - Khomeini still enjoys mass popular
support — evidenced by the demonstrations last
weekend in support of the Palestinian struggle.
This support, welded together by anti-imperialist

“rhetoric- and promises of a society free from |-
" Westérn -decadence, has arrested the process of
" discontent with the regime’s social policies.

But this discontent with unemployment snd
soaring prices is slowdy mouiting, and Khomeini’s
credibility is beginning to run. out. Amongst the

Arab people who used to hang Khomeini’s portrait

next - to  ‘those of their own leaders .the

disenchantment is total, and they consider
themselves part of a united front with other
oppressed nationalities in Iran,

The Fourth Internationalists of the HKS

continue to sell their paper to tens of thousands of
people demanding immediate elections to a

constituent assembly and a workers’ and peasants’
government to replace the autocrats of the mosque.
Thisiis the vital difference with the regime of the
Shah. Both Khomeini and the Shah fight to defend
capitalism tooth and nail. Both are enemies of the
working class and oppressed. But the point is not .
the comparison between personalities. The
difference lies in the struggle. What is going on

"today in Iran is a sharp differentiation among the

forces who overthrew the Shah — the beginning of
a civil war, not a return to reaction,

The best way we in this country can he]p to
make sure that the result of that war is favourable
to the international working class and oppressed is
to demand

- *An end to. repression . of the naﬂomll
minorities.
- *Free the socialists in prison.
*For 2 workers’ and peasants’ government in

Im .

PICKET of the Iranian Embassy — demand an end
to repression against the national minorities; free
all socialists in jail. Saturday 25 August, 12-1pm,

Iranian Embassy, 16 Princes Gate, London SW7.

Anti-Corrie doctors
condemn ‘interference
by half-educated males’

mention

LAUNCHING meeting for Birming-
ham Campaign_Against Corrie will
take place on Thursday 30 August in
Digbeth Civic Hall, Lecture Room 3.
- Speakers will include the National
Abortion Campaign and a local
pro-choice trade unionist.
A day of street action is planned in
the area for 8 September,

-

THE MILE End Day Care Abortion
Clinic is a valuable asset for women in
East London.

But there are fears that the local
Area Health Authority will think it’s
expendable when it has to chop £2
million off health spending in the area
— especially if Corrie’s anti-abortion
Bill gets through Parliament and the
‘demand’ for abortion declines. . -

This has added an extra edge to the
Tower Hamlets Campaign Against
Corrie, and among activities planned

the loul CAC group is joining a

of the AHA on 13 September
against cuts in the local NHS.

Tower  Hamlets  Campaign
Against Corrie was set up from a
public meeting on 8 August called by
the Trades Council and attended by
nearly one hundred people. Last week
the first campaign meeting attracted
nearly forty people — including trade
unionists, health workers, socialist

feminists — prepared to work actively
mental

DOCTORS and gynaecologists all
around the country have made their
opposition to the Corrie abortion Bill
quite clear,

Doctors in Defence of the 1967
Abortion Act, representing more than
half the pmfessors of gynaecology in
Brtain, described the Bill as ‘the thin
end of the wedge’.

The group has correctly pointed
out that the Bill, if passed into law,
would drive thousands of women
back into the hands of the back street
abortionists.

" Although the doctors involved
limit themselves to defence of the '67
Act, statesnents from some of them
reveal a certain understanding of the
need for a ‘woman’s right to choose”.

Professor Sir Dugald Baird,
Professor of  Obstetrics and
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Gynaecology at a Scottish university,
told the Scotsman that it was quite
clear that people these days realise
that the choice and responsibility for
an abortion was with the woman
concerned.

Another Scottish professor, Ian
MacGillivray of Aberdeen Univer-
sity, said that abortions ‘are really
done for the general welfare- of
women and the law has been working
well for the past 12 years and I see no
reason to change it.’

He added: ‘Undoubtedly, if this
becomes law, women will be driven
into the hands of backstreet, criminal,
septic abortionists.’ _

The members of the group have
sent copies of their statement to
Members of Parliament urging them
to vote against the Bill.

suffering that will be caused to many.

girls and women, the inadequate

ovision of abortion facilities on the

ational Health, the need for more
early abortion and contraception
clinics, and point to the tendency of
the Bill to confuse and delay — hence
leading to more rather than fewer late
abortions.

Sir Dugald Baird ended up by
saying: ‘I don’t think this has a very
good chance of becoming law because
women are much more powerful
today than they have ever been. They
will not stand for this interference in
their lives by half-educated males.’

It’s up to all of us, not just
women, to make sure that this is the

case.

for the campaign.

A number of subgroups were set
up. to organise activities such as
fundraising, publicity, petitioning
and work in the trade unions and local
hospitals. The next meeting of the
campaign will be in a month’s time.

A NEW leaflet, Anti-Abortionists
Tell Us Lies!,” has been produced by
the Campatgn Against the Corrie Bill.
It gives all the details to answer the
horror stories about foetuses left to
die in hospital drains.

The leaflet, and stickers with
anti-Corrie slogans, are available
Jrom the Campaign Against the
Corrie Bill, 374 Grays Inn Rd,
London WCIX 8BB.




Right to Work campaign

Why I'll march

again this

year

'KEVIN Barrage is twenty-five and
unemployed. He went on the

Rightto Work mmll and is iltmdiug :

to go again this
Socialist Cha[lenge talked to Illm
about why he was going on the march

and what ke thought about the Right N

to Work qmpaign

‘ ‘ A friend took me along to the
' first Right to Work committee
in Bradford five years ago.
After a couple of meetings I decided
to go on the march as 1 was
umemployed and agreed with the
demands of the campaign.

- 1 spent three months getting
sponsors from factories and doing
campaign work before going on the
march. Eventnally I was the only
person who went from Bradford.

I’m going on this march because I
am unemployed again at the moment.
But it's also becanse 1 .with
some things about the Right to Work
campaign and 1 think that the only
-way to change things is to take part.

In Bradford especially the
campaign is wheeled out fwo months
before the march, and before that
there’s nothing,

from

News ..
hc';I’G

now

" .

Pink perks

AMONG those to squeal loudly about
the possibility of business people’s
perks being taxed is the president of
the Engineering Union, Terry Duffy.
He seems to think the bottom will fall
out of the motor industry if the
drivers of the two million or so
‘company’ cars on the road had to
fork out for them themselves.

Of course, he could be right. But
the fact that all full-time officers in
the AUEW, in common with many
other unions, are provided with a free
car (renewed every two years) has in
no way influenced Mr Duffy’s
thinking. '

Rentaprop

THE AIM of Sir James Goldsmith is
to be a press baron in the mould of
Beaverbrook and Northcliffe. Gold-
smith made his money in groceries,

raising the turnover of Cavenham

Foods from under £10m in 1970 to

£2,000m today. That means he has the
cash and the audacity to want to buy
his way into our homes and hearts.

While Goldsmith has made his
mark on the French media, securing a
controlling interest in the news
magazine L’Express, he has so far
failed in his attempts to add a British
newspaper to his empire.

Instead, we are shortly to be
presented with Now, a glossy weekly
which promises to be an amalgam of
Time, the Readers Digest, and Free
Nation.

Goldsmith’s love of press freedom
is well known. He has done his best to
shut down Private Eye, by way of

highly expensive law suits, and-

" obtained the backing of the High
Court to say -some -

extremely -

The Tories are going to realiy
make unemployment a lot worse so I

think it’s ridiculous not to have & _

umx:i‘ﬂ all the year round.

first Right to Work march

there were groups set up based om
geographical areas. One person from
each group was nominated for the
- march council. For the last two weeks
I was the council member as the
-original person had to drop out.

Basiully we got told what the
march plans were going to. be, with
‘surprises in between.

Later these turmed out to be
diverting off the road into buildimg
sites or ories. That was a good
idea, but"we were kept in the dark. It
should have beem brought up for
discussion rather than people not
knowing where they were going and
50 On.

The organisation on the march,

was very good. There were quite a few
incidents with the police on the way,
but no-one -was. arrested until we
reached Hendon. People always
defended those nearest to them.

The collective strength was very

good with all the chores being shared
‘out, : ]

unpleasant things about a TV reporter

~hedoesn’tlike.

So what of Now? The dummy issue

. includes an article on anti-fascists,

although what it might- say is not
known since the text — as is common
with_such pre-publication issues —
consists of Latin script.

When Socialist Challenge was rung

" up by a Now journalist a couple of

months ago for information about the
events in Southall, he wasn’t too sure
of his magazine’s editorial policies.
‘I'm supposed to be objective, 1
think,’ he said. ‘But since most of the
people on the desk here have been

asking whether they’re happy to be
sharing the column with such as the
Socialist Workers Party and the
Inﬁmationa} Marxist Group.

your brand of beer, fags, or
whatever turns out to be advertised in
Goldsmith’s delightful organ, you

_might care to return the compliment.

"business people have

- SUPPORTERS of Militant in the

I think there will go on being Right
to Work marches, but I’'m not so sure
whether they do much :good..
novelty has worn off, it’s become a
:ﬂmect. pilgrimage whici has little

But I think the campaign has laid

the foundations for a mass movement

_of the unemployed. Now we have to
-get into the factories and the unions
all year round rather than omce or

twice a'year when the march is coming

: 1think the campaign may stagnate
_if it relies on the old tactics, like the
marches, rather than coming up. with
fresh approaches. I'd like to see all the
anemployed on 8 march, campaign-

_ing all yearround for amass mo-

yement against unemplo:rrment.

44

bcen preparing imaterial on. ‘terror-
ism’ in Britain; and the¢ problems
in fitting
themselves into bullet-proof vests.

More insidiously, they have been
on the phone to organisations which
announce meetings in the Agitprop
column of Time Out magazine,
recruited from the Daily Telegraph
you can judge for yourself.’

-More specific information has now
leaked out of the Now office.
Goldsmith’s highly-paid hacks have

Animals

Southampton constituency Labour
Party put forward a motion for the
Labour Party conference om party
democracy. But this did not suit the
Tribunites and followers of the
Hodgson cenirist. grouping They
ensured that a motion on animal
welfare was put through for the
conference.

Open government

THE Central Intelligence Agency has
come in from the cold, or at least its
recruiting methods have. The backers
of the Bay of Pigs fiasco, the funding
channel for Chile’s right-wing press
under Allende, and much else besides,
now openly advertises for operatives
in the job vacancy columns of the US
press.

Adverts begm ‘In these times of
meaningless jobs, here’s a career
where you can make a difference.’
The message would seem to be: work
in capltallst society is soul destroying,
so join the CIA and help wreck
political developments which could
make a difference.

Ldrd Gade’s salary
-drops to £195,208

The -

" Labour MP for Bootle,

. to remove the present

By Mary Ryan

is the new
a pgrey
devastated area to the ‘north of
Liverpool. Last Thursday he spent the
day behind the counter of his local
Job Centre. The Merseyside Right to
Work Campaign held an occupation
there so that we could tell him about
life on the dole in Bootle and the rest
of Merseyside.

Weknew Roberts is a left talker so
we expected to get his support and
sympathy — we hoped to find him
prepared to take action.

Other commitments permitting,
heagreed to speak at the Pier Head at

ALLAN ROBERTS

the start of the march, and perhaps -
- come some of the way with us. He

even handed over 50p  for his

marcher’s card.

We hope he turns up because
there’s a lot we could discuss with
him. Undoubtedly he will work hard
to fight local closures and to bring
new jobs to Mérseyside, but
ultimately he looks to the return of a
Labour government to solve the

- problems of unemployment.

‘But’, we asked, ‘most of us
_became unemployed when there was a
Labour government in power, surely
its policies paved the way for the
Tories?’

Is he prepared to ﬁght anyone
Labour
leadership? ‘Yes I'm prepared to fight
anyone inside and outside the Labour
Party for the things I believe in. 1
thing there are two battles to be
fought, one against the Tories, and
one within the labour movement.’

When asked whether he would -

support action against Tory attacks,

Aan

} ‘A_LL_

Stop the chat

and fight
- back
Liverpool
tE!oiackpcn-)l,

1i—5
September

JOIN THE MARCH

Iwuuldliom;mnﬂnmrﬁu/hanm
= 'mformlttonpboutlhe march

Bootle MP signs on

mass action to kick out the Tories
now, asthe miners did to get rid of the
Heath government, his reply was that
‘of course’ he would support anyone
fighting closures and so on, but he
thought it wasn’t the miners that got
rid of Heath but the Labour Party. He
thought we must wait until the next
election for a chance to.democratic-
ally change the government.

Allan wants to get rid of
capitalism* but he talks about

" ‘peaceful, democratic means’. He

says: ‘1 don’t believe it’s impossible
for a - democratically elected
government to bring in socialism, if 1
didn’t believe that I wouldn’t be in the
Labour Party.’

Come on the march and we’ll
explain to you why no Labour
government can get rid of capitalism.
The profit makers and exploiters
won'’t give up and go away because of
a few laws passed in Parliament.

The only power great enough will
be that of the working class — it may
not be peaceful but it will be
democratic.

The Labour Party swallows up
and swamps young hopefuls like
Allan Roberts every year. He may say
now that he’s ‘not here to defend the
capitalist system or how it works’, but
that’s ‘precisely what he’s doing by

- relying on the Parliamentary system.
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Death in
Southall
police cell

By Pete Grant S ‘

Sarwan Singh Grewal phoned for a2
taxi from a public phone box in
London’s Southall. It was the last
phone call he was ever to make. Three
hours later Sarwan Singh was lying
dead in Southall police station.

The police say he choked on his

own vomit. But bruises found on ~
‘Sarwan Singh’s body suggest that the -

 death was not that simple, and
demands are growing in Southall for a
public enquiry into the mysterious
death. . }
" ‘What is known is that after making
the phone call Sarwan Singh was

arrested by the police for being drunk

and disorderly. According to his wife;
the police say they arrested him
because they saw him putting the
telephone receiver down the wrong
way roand. _ C
What happened after that, Ro-one
may ever know exactly. The police say
that Sarwan Singh died at 1.30am, in
the early hours of Thursday morning.

What they have yet to explain is why it -

took them a further two hours to
contact the victim’s wife.
incredibly it was  another nine days

AT 10.30pm on Wednesday 1 August,

And

beforeshe and the family doctor were
allowed to see Sarwan Singh’s body.
_When the doctor, Dr Mangat,

finally did examine the body he noted |

bruises on the elbow and shin, and an

- exceptionally severe bruise on- the

head. The doctor has since said that
there were definite signs of an assault.
Sarwan Singh has lived 13 years in
Britsin. According to friends be was &
quiet, intelligent man. He was known
to the police beause he had a drinking
problem, but he had never shown any
signs of violence and the police were
-aware of his history. Sarwan Singh
was also handicapped.
‘A 30-strong picket was held on 18
August outside Southall police station
‘in support of the demand for a public

enquiry into the circamstances of his’
-death. Already support for this call

has. come from the National
_Association of Asian Youth, Southall
Rights, ‘Scope Southall, the Com-
munist - Party,  Socialist' Workers
Party, and Intermational Marxist
Group. ) ,

Onue fact, however, is clear without

any enquiry — if Sarwan Singh had

not _been arrested he would be alive

1 today.

¥ gouthall
pefene
Comitio,

" Picket against the immigration Jaws st detention ceatre.

Backing sought for immigration law

[eBUs|ieyD 19810S] NOSNOOD ‘W'D :010Ud -

" LAST week’s i
- Time magazine inform:

demo

By Mike Rodney :
Campaign Against Immi-
gration Laws

issue of

its world-wide readership
that Britain has aracial

crisis on its hands. A

nine-page feature,incl_uded
an ‘exclusive’ report that
the Tory government

 wants to cut immigration

to5,000ayear. =~
If this.is true it will of
necessity  involve.  the

introduction of a whole

range of oppressive meas-
ures, among them  the
introduction of a register
of family dependants..The
scale of such a reduction of
immigrants can only be

| achieved by the breakiﬁ

of various internation:

agreements — including

are an extension of the

|- policy outlined by the
~e:’resent Home Secretary, .

illiam Whitelaw, in a
speech in April 1978. The
threatsmadethemincluded
the denial of the right of

‘husbands -and fiancés to

join their spouses,  the
increased use of ‘counter-
measures’ to detect ‘illegal

culty " ‘new Common-

the Treaty of Rome, which | wealth’ citizens face in

enables EEC workers to | obtainin visas, and
enter Britain freely. in use of the prison .

The revelations in Time |. cell asameans of detaining

children who are consid-
ered illegal immigrants.

For the autumn the
government is planning
not just to tighten up the
existing:immigration laws
but .to inttoduce a new
nationality Bill. This may
render some people state-
less and others could have
their right to vote taken

immigrants’, and the
‘encouragement’ of those | from them.
wishing toleave.

Since gaining office the
Tories have already tight-
ened up procedures. This
is indicated - by the
increased use of deporta-
tions, the growing diffi-

In the light of these
developments the Camp-
aign Against Immigration
Laws is planning - a
country-wide  speaking
tour. CAIL also hopes that

as many organisations as’
~ possible will mobilise fora

national  demonstration
planned for late autumn in
central London.

CAIL started up & year
ago specifically to demand
the repeal-of the 1971
Immigration Act and to

"oppose any. future immi-

gration :controls. Regular
newsletters have been
published and during July

“simultaneous -pickets were-

held “outside 14 ‘prisons
housing ‘detainees’ under
the terms of the 1971 Act. -

CAIL believes that it is
only by such expressions
of opposition to Tacist
immigration laws that the
fight against the new Tory
proposals can be won. For
further details of the °
campaign write to CAIL,
PO Box 133, Rising Free
Bookshop, 182 Upper
Street, London N1.

j
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Show trials near
By Oliver New \ |

THE START of the Southall show trials is just over two weeks away.
The trials, arising out of the police invasion of Southall on 23 April,,
will pat 342 anti-racists in the dock. One who could well have found!
himself in this situation, Blair Peach, will not be present, and as the trials
draw pesar it seems more and more certain that his murderers will be left
free to rampage sround London in their blue uniforms.

The trials are the most concentrated attempt so far by the British state
{o ‘criminalise’ anti-racist activity. There are fears that anything up to 80
people may be sent to jail, while others could well face hefty fines.

¢ Southall defendants have made appeals for intermational
observers to be present at the court, both to the recent Commonweaith)
conference and to Amnesty Interantional. :

The trinls begin on 10 September at Barnet tes court, A venue®
well known for the rough treatment of black people. A picket on that
day has been called by the Sonthall Committee andPeople Unite at which
the largest possible. attendance is required. Plans ‘should new be
underwsy (o orgaaise s massive show of strength by ail anti-racists in
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THE Tory-controlled Greater Lon-
- don Council has sabotaged a “festival

| for racial harmony’ in London’s:East -
End. -

Ahighlight of the festival, planned

for Leyton County Ground on August -

Bank Holiday Monday, was to have
been two hours of music from new
wave and reggae groups. But when the
GLCheard of these plans they slapped
on a series of regulations which the
festival’sorganisers could not possibly
meet.
~Among them were:
o the provision of 62 extra toilets;

e the banning of aill prams.and

- pushchairs from the grounds;

& even banning hypnotism
sotherwise than- provided for by

Sections 2(1A)and 5 of the Hypnotism

Act 1952”. :

But what really - floored the
festival’s organisers were the
regulations the Tories imposed with
regard to the stage. The design insisted
on by the GLC would have cost
£1,000 to construct — and the whole
budget for the festival is only £1,400!

“The whole thing is ridiculous’,
said Marshall Colman, a spokes-

| Racial hannbny -'No thanks’ say Tories

person for the -organisers, the
Waltham Forest Campaign Against
Racialism. Explained Colman: ‘Thisis
acommunity festival, just like dozens
of others that have taken place all over
London, but the GLC are treating it as
if it were Knebworth pop festival.”

- Between 2,000 and 3,000 people
were expected at the festival, so the .
requirements imposed by the Tories .
wereclearly outof all proportiontothe
event. Now the festival has to continue
without the bands, although the
Leyton Buzzards are planning to
perform on an open lorry at the
entrance. Events begin at 12 noon."

Free at last

PIERS Corbyn is free! This was the
news brought to a cheering crowd of
staunch supporters at Knightsbridge
crown court after a two hour hearing.
It was the end of a year-long;
campaign to defend the 14 people
arrested during the Huntley Street
para-military eviction of London
squatters last summer. -

The 28-day prison sentence against
" Piers — for resisting the Sheriff under
the Criminal Trespass Law — was
commuted to 200 hours community
service. Piers was also ordered to pay
£50' compensation for damage he
caused to the Sherriff’s suit by
throwing a bucket of water.

|- On the steps of the court after. the

hearing, Piers said: ‘It’s nice to be
here. It’s clear our message is getting
through. We apologised for nothing
we did at Huntley Street, we stood our
ground and carried on campaigning.
That’s. why 12 people got off in
February, that’s why the prosecution
failed today to get the exemplary
sentence they were after. Our message
to all occupations and squats is that
the best defence against eviction
threats is to carry on occupying.’

The court’s verdict came as
something of a surprise. It was widely
expected that the appeal would .be

turned down. But the campaign -
waged in. defence of Piers and the . |
other Huntley Street defendants < |
sk extending: as’:far- as solidarity

demonstrations in Holland and
Sweden — goes a long way to explain
the outcome. . i

The court bureaucracy was clearly
worried that it could end up by
making ‘a martyr of Piers. This,

-combined with an excellent submis-

sion from his lawyer, secured the
lighter sentence., Nevertheless it was a
close shave, and as Piers said after it
was all over: ‘The question of support
for so-called *‘peripheral struggles’’
and the defence of all militants hauled
before the courts has to be taken a lot
more seriously by the left.’ .
As for the £50 compensation, Piers
says that the moneéy will be handed -

‘over to the Sheriff — in-half-pence




Cnsls in the slmbuld‘mg mdush'y
These jobs must

not be sunk

By Alan Turner

A FIERCE struggle to save the 10,000
- jobs in the nationalised shipbuilding

industry, threatened by the latest -

_swing of the Tory axe, was promlsed
last weekend.

In a lightning strike, = 5, 000
workers on the Clyde staged an
immediate walk-out after the
government announced plans to close

- five shipbuilding yards. A mass
meeting declared there would be no

further ship trials on the Clyde nor {°
would there be any launches or

deliveries. The meeting also calied for
a pational campaign of action until
the threats of closures and
redundanc:es are lifted. :

Among the yards affected by last

week’s announcement of the Tories’
plans are:

*Scotstoun Marme, part of Govan _

Shipbuilders on the Upper Clyde —
2,260 redundancies. -
*Cartsdyke, part of Scott Lithgow
on the Lower Clyde — 300
redundancies.
*Robb Caledon, Dundee — 1,100
redundancies.
*Scott and Sons (Bowlmg), part of
Scott Lithgow on the north bank of
. the Lower Clyde — 226 redundancies.
As well as these closures, British
Shipbuilders aiso plans to ‘restruc-

3 i)
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"ture’ work, with redundancnes ata
* number of yards this year and next.

to lose 1,000 jobs.

 time; one major local employer,

*Smith’s Dock Company on the
Tees is to lose 150 jobs.

*North. Sands . yard, part of
Sunderland Shlpbmlders, is to lose
550 jobs.

*Cammiell Laird at Birkenhead is

If the closures go ahead it will
mean another layer of economic
depression on areas which are already
over-depressed. Govan and Scots-
toun, on-opposite sides of the Clyde,
have suffered badly from closures in
the last couple of years. Major
employers such as Goodyear Tyres,
Weir Pumps, and Beatties Biscuits
have all recently closed, while Singer
has cut its workforce to a fraction of
what it was a few years ago.

Dundee, another Scottish city hit
by the closures, has also had a lean

L v
+ | I
3 The strike record (left) and how .

| this ‘moderate’ . approach
2 hasw’t worked (right) -
; —
. .

‘-Natlonal Cash Reglstefs, has created

5,000 redundancies in recent - years.
Two other areas hit, Sunderland and

_ Birkenhead, already suffer from 12

per cent unemployment

Allthlshasmmtnoﬂnngto»'

decision.
impressed with the reeent decision of
warkers at Scotstoun Marine and
Gdvan yards to give up their holiday

- to meet management’s targets for the

eopnplenon of severa) Polish ships.

. “Such. *sacrifices’ make it very .
difficult for the Tories to blame

shipyard . workers for the redun-
dancies. Another usual excuse,. the
strike record, cannot be wheeled out

-either. Fewer hours have -been lost

through strikes in the last couple of

.-years than for many years previously.
The fact is that the shipbuilding
-industry is experiencing a world-wide

| recession.
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1,000

*YARDS TO BE

1 YARD TO BE PUT ON CARE & MANTENANCE BASIS

British industry is
- particularly hard hit because of
appalling management and the
half-hearted nationalisation measures
taken by the last Labour government,

which meant that: what money was

allocated to British shipbuilding went
on running costs and meeting cash
flow problems. None was spent on
long term investment or on
modernising the various yards.

-All ‘this is hardly the workers’
fault. Indeed, the collaboration of the

union leaderships in = accepting
previous redundancies, urging that
holidays be sacrificed, and policing a
low strike record may have persuaded
Keith Joseph that the shipyard

. workers were an easy picking. If the

Jobs are to be saved, such an

-impression needs to be i

dispelled. Ab-out strike action,
including seeking the support of
workers not directly employed at the
threatened yards,” is the obvious
answer.

Workers Action debate with the IMG
- ‘REVOLUTIONARIES AND THE LABOUR PARTY’
Speakers: Brian Grogan (IMG), John O’Mahony (WA)
Fri 24 Aug, 8pm, Hemingford Arms, Offord Rd, London N1

NO CUTS HERE NO CUTS HERE

PROTESTS continue to mount concerning the
effects of the health cuts in South London now
that the Lambeth, Southwark and Lewisham
Area Health Authority has been stripped of its
powers by the Tory government for refus!ng to
cut its budget by £5.5m. '
Examples of the effects of the proposed cuts
have now been detailed by the King’s Health
District Management Team, which covers part
of the area for which the banned AHA was
vesponsible. The team is particularly concerned -
about one expected cut — the reduction of
kidney dialysis patient levels to those of 1977/8.

' Say the team: ‘It could mean that funds for
dialysis patients will run out approximately
two-thirds of the way through the financial

" year. This means that patients from the Seuth

West Thames Regional Health - Authority,

wh:ire there is only one dialysis unit, are likely

to die

Dr Roger Williams, consultant physician to
the liver unit at King’s College Hospital, says:
‘Shutting the department could mean 900
people not getting treatment. What would
happen to them is quite simple. The cuts will kill
patients.’ :

Another threatened hospital in . the
Lambeth, Southwark and Lewisham district is
the Sydenham Children’s hospital. The AHA
rejected 2 move to close this hospital, but the
five commissioners sent in to repiace the AHA
are not expected to feel so strongly nbom
children’s health.

Already a well-supported campaign is under -
way to save Sydenham. Doctors, nurses, union
officials and 40 local organisations - have
pledged support for the hospital. Local Labour
councillor Jad Adams explains that ‘we want to
develop so -much popular feeling against this

- closure that it will become virtually impossible
for the commissioners to carry it out’.

) Feelings among trade unionists and medical
staff in South London are perhaps best
summed up by a comment from Angus
Macarthur, a senior surgeon in King’s

" cardiothoracic surgery department. Budget

cuts would reduce open-heart operations and

heart valve insertions.
Says Macarthur: ‘I will go on oﬂnﬂng
until there are no more heart valves left. Then

the commissioners will have to explain to the

next patient why he (sic) might die because be: .

can’t have one too.’

Portsmouth

TORY housing policies in Portsmouth are to
come under the spotlight of a workers’ and
tenants’_inquiry. Sponsored by Portsmouth

. Trades Council with tenants’ and community

groups from the city’s majot council estates
and Havant Trades Council, the i inquiry should
provxie a focus for growing oppos:tlon against
the city council’s mcreasmgly vicious attacks on
its tenants.

The Portsmouth Tory council has a long
history of disregard for the needs of tenants.
This is coming to a head with the
announcement of the second rent rise within a
year — at least £1.40 a week ontop of a 17Y2 per
cent increase already imposed. At the same time
all council house building has been axed and
housing maintenance slashed. Council officers
admit that £1%4m worth-of ‘essential’ repairs
will not be carried out.

On top of spending cuts called for by the

‘Tory government, the council is demanding

that tenants pay for a massive backlog of debts

~ built up by their own Conservative policies,

Many of the 400 flats at the ‘prestige’
Portsdown Park estate are uninhabitable
because of damp caused by structural and

bmldmg faults: the fruits of giving the project .

to private architects, builders and
sub-contractors: On two city centre flat blocks
sections of side walls have literally dropped off
for the same reasons: shoddy work by private
enterprise.

Militant demonstrations have been held -

against the council's housing policies.
Occupations greeted bulldozers attempting to
demolish houses in the Cumberland Road area
to make way for a road. Although nearly 4,000
are on the waiting list, a road to benefit
property speculators has priority ' over 400

- houses according to the Tories.

Protests have been organised by tenants of

" pre-fabhomes at the Paulsgrove estate, whereit -

has been estimated that it would take only six
minutes for fire to engulf a house completely.

The council refuses to take action. Itis the same
story over the lack of safety on Portsdown Park

- balconies, where a child recently fell to ‘his

death, and the problem of damp at the massive
Leigh Park oyerspill estate at Havant.

‘committee and fighting

Themqmry mwmchapmelof ‘judges’
will be brought to the city to hear the evidence
of tenants and trade unionists, can help in the
building of a united campaign against the Tory
cuts and anti-working class policies:

* By Keith Sinclair

TRADE unionists in Humberside  have
obtained a confidential document revealing the
extent of the education cuts in the area. The
docament is an estimate from the Humberside
County Council Education Co! ee and lists
among the planned cuts a loss of teaching
posts, a complete halt to the nursery building
programme, and  the elding of all adult
education classes.
But the cuts will not go unanswered. Last

" week a public meeting called by Hull Trades

Council agreed to elect a provisional commitiee
of trade unionists to co-ordinate the fightback.
Thie plan is to work towards an elected deleglte
commitiee.
Thepublicmeeﬁngwasnlledolthe-

" suggestion of Socialist- Challenge supporters

who are continuing to’ baild: the anti-cuts -
to make it more
representative and committed to action against
the cuts. The mext meeting of the committee
takes place on 29 Auguwst ai Bevin House,
George Street. For further details phone S.

g}lliinghaml {trades council secretary) at Hull

721,

Islington
By John Crofts (GMWU)

ON 15 August an action committee was formed
to fight the proposed cuts in the Islington
district of London’s Camden and Islington

. Area Health Authority.

-The district management committee of the
AHA has proposed the kind of closures which
are ‘becoming all too typical in London.
Proposed closures include the City and London
Maternity Hospltal the Royal Northern
Hospital casualty and intensive care units, and
two nursing homes.

Local members of the General and
Municipal Workers Union are planning to do
all in their power to stop these closures. A
picket of the next meeting of the Area Health

Authority has been arranged for 3 September.
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' WHAT'S LEFT IR

‘EN'lm n th Left are Sp per weed.
- Display ade are £2 2 cobums juch, Duﬂ-c:s—
l‘rldny belm publication. Al paymests im

SOCIALIST fetmnlst seeks own room im
Streatham/PBrixton ~ area. Phone Lmdley
9274-496780. .

- THE RELEASE collective is looking for am

co-administrator/general worker
withan interest in one or more arcas of our work
— drugs, the law, immigration, abomon. etc.
£3,700, generous holidays. Apply in writing toc
Release, 1 Eigin Avenue, London W9.

. NAMIBIA DA Y. Selected viewing of films oa

Namibia to commemorate 13 years or armed
struggle by SWAPO. Sun 26 Asg,
12.30-2.45pm, ICA Theatre, 12 Carlton House
Terrace, London SW1. Tickets £1. Proceeds to
SWAPQ Medical Aid appeal Details NSC, 388
5539.

RED NOTES. Just published: ‘Workers®
Autonomy and the Crisis: Italian Marxist Texts
of the Theory and Practice of 2 Class Movernest
1964-79°. 210 pages, A4, joint publication with
CSE Books. Available £3.95 plus 54p postage

- from Red Notes, BP15, 24 St. Paul's Road,
" London NI1.. Alse. available: reprinted ‘Red

Notes Songboek’ {together with the music) £1;
reprinted ‘Italy 1977-78° (together with Moro
kidnap account), £1.

POLITICAL PRINTSHOP, London, needs
person for design work. Printshop expericnce

-would be useful asset. Applicants must have had

some . experience in design, although tramn
would be given. Applications to:
Challenge (Print), PO Box 50, London N1 ZXP

IRELAND: The Issues at Stake. Revolutionary
Communist Tendency dayschool. Sat 1 Sept,
10am-5pm. The City University, St John Streee,
ECI. Speakers: Frank Richards, Phil Murphy.
5.30pm, ‘Patriot Game' film. Entrance £1 all
day, 50p evening only.

‘LABOUR’S MISSPENT YOUTH’ by Jack
Cleary and Neal Cobbett — an outline history of
the LP youth movement from the 1930s to today.
Contains a detailed account of the 1960-65
period which led to the ‘Keep Left’ (SLL)
breakaway and during which the YS was the
seedbed of all the present day far-left groups —
A Workers Action supplement, 25p post paid.
WORKERS ACTION No 148 contains the sixth
instalment. of the first Enghsh language
publication of the 1910 debate in the German
Social Democracy between Luxemburg and
Kautsky onsocialist strategy. Coversall the main
issues now raised by the ‘Ewucommunist’
current.

IlOOIKSforSonthemAfneucomndcs—muq
is desperuelyneededfor .this . vital field of
international activity. Or send any books yom
can spare. Books for Southern Africa, Box 1R,
c/0Socialist Challenge, PO Box 50, London N1.
HACKNEY Sociglist Challenge group meeting:
Stop the Corrie Bill. Speaker: Penny Robbims
(NAC). Thurs 23 Aug, 7.30pm. The Britannia
pub, Mare St, London E8.
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The shape of
public sector
- pay to come

By John Suddaby

Secretary, NUPE Camden

General Branch

THE CLEGG  Commis-
sion report on pay for
1.4m puablic sector workers
ought to surprise no one.
Who was under any
illusion that it would
concede the £60 minimum
which we demanded?

It does  absolutely
nothing to abolish. low
pay. The lower grades in
the local authorities and
the hospitals will still be on
wnder £50 a week, while
differentials are widened.
This does nothing to unite
the workers involved.

Impossible

Before the strike, the
difference - between the
" lowest and highest grades
was £5.85. Omn Clegg’s

recommendations, it

would now be £13.02.
The commission
t0 - management
that itshould tighten up on
over-time, bonus .and
incentive schemes, which
— in the context of the cuts
— is a green light to
management to reduce pay
and increase workloads.
Alan Fisher, NUPE’s
general secretary, des-
cribes the report as a

" economic

partial victory. He has
little alternative. - :
Many of the wunion
leaders in the public sector
have argued that compara-
bility is the way forwprd,
because they are not
prepared to Jesd mass
struggle and because they
are intimidated by the
situation, in
which the Tories have
linked pay rises with cuts.

Timetable

In Camden, where we

- won a £60 minimum wage

after an all-out strike, we
showed that the problem
of low pay will not be
solved in committee rooms
but on the picket line.

It was Fisher who in the
middle of the dispute last
winter came gt with the
proposal for a compara-
bility study of the kind that

had been conducted into _

the fire fighters’ pay.
Strategy .
That ~was  Fisher’s

strategy, although it was
never that of the union
officially. When Clegg was
appointed to head the
commission,
pressed its satisfaction.
The effect of this union
support for the commis-

NUPE ex-

HUGH CLEGG — handed out peanuts

sion is to disarm -union
resistance.

Among public_ sector
workers  generally, - the
wages struggle last winter
was seen as a defeat; the
action didn’t come to
anything, so there has been
demoralisation. In the
short-term, we are unlikely
to -see amy response to
Clegg.

_ALAN FISHER — the call for a comparability &tud'y was his brainwave
Sodalist Challenge 23 Augm 1979 Plge6

It will also affect how
embers respond to this

- be much
enthusiasm for action. The
leadership is anticipating
this by remaining silent on
the kind of claim that will
be put, and doing nothing
to mount a campaign.

Dichotomy

With the strict appli-

cation of cash Hmits — a
process - begun by the
Labour government — the
union leaders will no
doubt be very vocal about
cuts, while keeping quiet
on pay in case that brings
more cuts.

It’'sa dlchotomy the left
has to avoid. -We need
united militancy on pay,
which will also strengthen
the union’s ability to resist
the cuts.

It means unity with
stronger sections, not least
within our own union, in
which the water workers
could  spearhead the
breakthrough on pay
norms. The same goes for
cuts, if we are not to be
paralysed by these or
demand  rates increases,
which the Labour left is-
inclined to do.

Banks

We need a broad
strategy, with demands on
councils to refuse to
implement cuts; a pro-
gramme of direct works,
to take workers off the
dole to build houses,
hospitals, and the rest; and
the nationalisation of the
banks and finance insti-
tutions to fund these
operations.

These are the tradltlonul
answers given by social-
ists, and the time is
more than ripe for us to
elaborate and fight for
them in the Iabour
‘movement.

How Britis
Oxygen

workers

fought

and won

THIS YEAR’s pay claim by British Oxygen
workers is for a rise of £40, with an extra five
days’ holiday. Their track record over the past
two years gives them confidence of winning this

time round. Here’s why

THE BRITISH Oxygen Company is a
giant multi-national company with
branches in more than 50 countries in
all five continents. Last year its profits
topped £115m and its assets were great -
enough to allow it to fork out £250m
for the take-over of an American

) r - company, Airco.
year’s claim. There prob- |-
. ably won’t

Its main business is the manufacture
and sale of industrial gases, medical
gases and equipment, and welding
products. These are essential for many
industries and services in this country.
Mining, steel production, shlpbulldmg,
cars and the health service are all
dependent on BOC’s products.

The company’s size and importance
to the economy have attracted the
attention of both the Monopolies
Commission and the Prices Com-
mission in the past. But BOC
International has proved to be too
tough a customer for civil servants to
deal with.

Yet in 1977 workers in BOC’s gases
division brought this giant to its kneees.
Their four-week strike won pay
increases of 20 per cent upwards, and
drove a tanker through the Labour
government’s 10 per cent pay norm.

Last year, the company gave in to a
large wage demand without even the
ceremony of a strike, once again
making BOC workers pace-setters in
the wages struggle and the fight against
pay policy.

Socialist Challenge talked to the
convenor of BOC’s Hackney depot,
John -Walsh, and deputy convenor
Micky Boulter about this remarkable
achievement. Had BOC workers
always been so strong?

‘No, not at all’, says Micky Boulter,
‘we used to be called ““fifty bob BOC™

- because they used to give us fifty bob
. every year.

Our union officials were
weak and the company used to play off
depot against depot and department
against department. In this way they
used to attack us day after day, year
after year.’

These attacks came to a head in 1971,
when the labour force suffered a very
serious defeat. Two work study reviews
resulted in productivity agreements
which cost 800 jobs.

John Walsh explains: ‘The company
put in front of us £3 per person and the
majority of people accepted the £3
for areduction in staff, As for myself, I
never agreed with it and never could.’

Neither could Micky, but both were
very muych in the minority, Together
with a journalist from Red Mole (a
predecessor of Socialist Challenge) they
wrote a pamphlet explaining the effects
of the productivity deal and stressing
the need to organise nationally for a
fightback.

The discussion which followed its
sale helped them to strengthen the
unofficial national shop stewards
committee within BOC. Through the
leadership shown by the committee, the
stewards were ‘able to stiffen
organisation of the rank and file
workers. A proposed third work study
was never implemented.

In 1977, it was the national shop
stewards committee which led the
strike. John Walsh explains: ‘The

second work study review was the worst
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o settlement we ever had at
ml & weakened organisation.
mm on the company believed

nm no way we could take  : . : r v - Engineer S=

™

er we had taken them on for A w

in 1977, they still would not , d
because they thought the T : e nee

ild crumble. Then, in the : :

,‘thenational shop stewards

Dl , A maximum

Jmpany was preparing for a

: ]
Ework the following day by , : : 1 : t f
t-the flipping loads. But the un' or
votewas 37to 5 to continue O
From that moment onwards

3 ]
ny raled tat the union e, '- . | { | maximum
effect

pd won.’
{1 Byan AUEW member, Leicester

3

nchester meeting was able to

high-level  behind-the-
between the management
h burcaucrats. Through the
;, the rank and file was to
} own views about when the
d end and  under what

WE HAVE been fighting for our national
claim, which consists of a demand for an £80
basic wage; an hour off the week this year, with
a 35-hour week by 1982; and two days’ more

Boulter stresses the import- holiday.

his democratic organisation:
Manchester meetings, when
a rise in. the pipeline, the
Jtiators met the company and
bu a couple of days later you
cean hour, just like that.
g no right of report-back, no
leptance or rejection. But the
pp stewards committee was
f the basis that it votes on
 that everything goes to the
e decision-making power
fhe shop floor.’ .
ational shop stewards
‘now - has effective recog-
the TGWU bureaucracy, in
g the lay delegates on the
pgotiating committee are
of ‘the shop stewards
which in practice also
eclaim.
j. come about because the
r of the rank and file has
In combined with winning
bunity of the work force
ing demands on the union

has been far better than Terry Duffy and the
rest of the Confederation leadership desired.

There was no campaign to prepare the
membership for the struggle, yet Duffy had the
temerity to threaten the employers as early as
last May that we are ‘collision bound’, hoping
to win by biluff alone,

Yet despite the hope for an ‘eleventh-hour
reprieve’ — to gquote our union bulletin —
indicating the reluctance of the leadership to
fight, locally there has been overwhelming
support for the strike action.

Three factories were given dispensation from
the action — Metal Box, Dunlop, and

agreement.

We feel that this is a divisive measure,
‘because if there is advancement the factories
which bave given up nothing would still gain.
We need maximum unity for maximum effect.

- One Leicester factory, - Goodwin-Barsby,
scabbed on the first Monday. This plant is part
of British Leyland, making quarrying
equipment, and decided to come out for the

_other two days.

Dust Control Egquipment, another .Jocal
factory, is boycotting the work of one member.
who scabbed on one of the days of action. A’
Transport Union official is to hold an inquiry.

Tube Inyestments in Leicestershire, which
has a thousand union members, is not striking
and has told the union to “getlost’. -

..Meanwhile, the mass media locally and

" mationally are doing their best to minimise the
claim by saying that it’s just about wages. The
Engineering Union will be totally discredited if
we do not gain the 35-hour week.

tjust the organisation of the
prs that had changed in the
een the acceptance of the
Huctivity deal and the
on to fight in 1977. There
| a changed political

g come in. between was the
experience of the fight
Heath government. BOC
ere involved in all the
truggles,. like the marches
against the Industrial
it and the campaign to free
ille Five.

m and Micky insist that
Bences taught them many
th they later used in the fight
BOC management and the
PTament. |
jpoke at the recent Socialist
rade: union conference,
et stressed that the defence
fiving standards once again
brkers to face up to the

useless. Only an all-out strike can win the claim.

OUTRAGE from trade union leaders has | sliding scale composite to debate. high rate of inflation. Most dangerously conference clearly thought that it was high
greeted the government’s attempt to paper | In 1977 Jack Jones was defeated on | for them, it raised the bogey of a genuine |- time negotiators’ hands were tied down to
over inflation with a rigged price index | incomes policy when the Communist Party | sliding scale. _ specific policies.
supposedly incorporating tax changes. led an unprecedented conference-floor | = Just before the TGWU conference this Last week the TUC came out against
- The TUC, which defends the existing | revolt in favour of free collective | year, Thatcher floated the idea of the | Thatcher’s new index, which supposedly
Retail Prices Index, points out that if the bargaining. A motion on the sliding scale, | government compiling a new cost-of-living | includes tax changes. This response and
new index were to be worth -anything it | representing a ‘third line’ to that of both | index excluding the price of oil, which|[ the TGWU conference debate show that
should include changes in the provision of | Jonesand the CP, received about a third of | affects all types of production and| the proposals for a fiddled cost-of-living
public services — that is, the cuts. the votes. transport costs. ) * 1 index allow revolutionaries to deepen the
Sacialists have long argued for a sliding At this year’s conference, the only fight Opponents of the sliding scale claimed | argument for a sliding scale.
scale of wages, so that pay automatically | against the leadership was waged by the | we were playing into Thatcher’s hands by We can provide a fighting answer to
keeps pace with prices, and that workers’ | tiny forces of the revolutionary left. tying wages to inflation. We were able to | Thatcher by calling for a price .index
committees should determine - inflation | ~ The issue of the sliding scale had | reply that we wanted flat overall increases | formulated and monitored by the unions.
rates. . particular resonance, both because of the { as well, and to challenge- the union | We should publicise the experience of the
Here MIKE EAUDE, a member of the | hard preparatory work done in branches leadership to respond to the capitalist | Eurapean working class in counter-posing
3/256 bvrvancll of the Transport and | and at previous conferences on this | index with its own index. :ll:exr gwn idea of Whaftalinﬂation mgalllls to
General Workers Union, details the battle | question, and because it is the only policy . . . [ the bourgeoisie’s se cost-of-living
which has taken place in his uniou for the | that can defend workers’ living standards The :ldespread support f‘;r the motion | ‘jndexes. »
sliding scale. He writes in a personal | against inflation, meant that Moss Evans could not argue | ™'we should call for a trade union price
capacity. : In 1973, the Heath government strr:ngslz] bﬁ{ oncffe?:)r ?tfs rinmitt:ﬁz-lel?e index to be controlled by elected
VOTES at TGWU conferences are always brought in ‘threshold agreements’ of 60p | 0P Y t committees of trade unionists and their

et i was unable to argue that inflation- 1
‘unanimous’ or ‘overwhelming’. This year ?&:‘:ﬁgﬂ?&;&?g’ft?;ecgﬁg’ggh‘: " proofing was contradictory to free allies.

tellers were called for the. first time in : ’s > ° collective bargaining, as all speakers to the Wages are not responsible for
memory. The composite which divided the og:;:;ﬁeﬁaég::_gg fll\‘rm ill;)(tlg;eﬁ:s falt:;e motion had emphasised its complementary | inflation. Wage rises must match price
conference was on the sliding scale of gnd 60p was an inad u&ﬁte rise * | nature. rises in order to defend working ¢lass living
wages: - _ €a ) Evans made a weak plea for remittance | standards. And a. union cost-of-living

At two previous biennial conferences; | - Nevertheless the scheme proved | on the grounds that negotiators’ hands | index is a step towards workers’ control
in 1975 and 1977, several branches forceda | inoperable for the bourgeoisie, given the | could not be tied down, Nearly half the | over the capitalist economy.

bt to bring this government
ys. But he is quick to add -
t must include effective
ith all those workers
efensive struggles. That is
id Micky’s TGWU branch
the recent Rank and File
Unions conference and
jil be campaigning for the
¢ Code of Practice, .

o be supported’, Micky
can’t turn back these
our rights and our
s, if we can’t defend our
pister workers, how-can we -
Tories on ‘anything. else?

e
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The response to the three one-day strike callﬁv

Mareoni-Radar, which has a reactionary staff’

Token strikes leading to selective strikes @re |

e



From Ahmed Yussef in New Delhi

"THE FALL of thie Desai government in Indis
last month has opened up a new period of crisis
* for the ruling classes.

The Janata Party, a ragbag coalition -of
politicians ranging from the right-wing Hindu-.
chauvinists of the Jan Sangh to the ex-Socialists
of George Fernandes, was forced together in

1977 by what is now called the “authoritari- "

anism’ of Indira Gandhi’s |

- cy.
When Gandhi was thrown o

in the general

elecuon the Janata politlcians, -ln:h to their
own surprise, found themselves in government - |

";Imder the leadership of 80-year-old teetotaller.
‘and eccentric Morarji Desai.
From the outset it was clear that this coahuon

would be unable to guarantee the interests of -

the allinace of industrialists. and affluent
farmers which sh Indian

labourers, often (aking the form of clashes
between . caste ' Hindus and Harijans
(‘unitouchables’). Charan Singh, the man who
replaced Desai, is ¢he = acknowledged
:p::uperso- of the rich farmers of North
n .

At the same time industrial workers were not

" slow to-take advantage of the removal of the

-Emergency restrictions on democratic rights.

Important sections of the working class, suchas -

the coal mimers, won concessions from the
employers and the government. This showed
“that the organised strength of the workers
movement, far from being smashed by Indira
Gandhi’s repression, is imtact, and -there is
plenty of confidence for the battles ahead.
In the absence of any clear perspective for the
. ruling classes, the Janata politicians did what

-comes nsturally to them: they divided into

!aclions and began to squabble for the spmls of

apes .- A wave.
of class struggles broke out in the countryside
between . the rich ‘farmers and landless:

CHARAN

office. These factions, which are also present in
the two wings of the Congress Party, are not
baséd on ideological considerations but on a

| loyaltiesto reglonal ‘bosses’.

network of patronage, oormpﬁon and personal -

GH (right), wllo reaigned as prime minister this week, wlﬁ: President Reddy

Any government will face its ﬁrst major

challenge from the railway “workers, whe -

are demanding that the ‘bonus’ system which
prevails-in the private sector of industry be

extended to the railways. This would mean an-

‘extra month’s wages for the railway workers,
who are the strongest section of organised
Iabour in India.

They have a long record of struggle. In
1974 thousands went to jail and thousands
more were sacked by the Gandhl regime,
which was only able to break the strike after a
long résistance, This time round the railway -
workers are determined to win. A mass meeting -
of the Northern Railwaymen s Union
(headquarters branch) in New Delhi on 1

August unanimously condemned their former :
leader George Femandes (who became a . -

minister in the Dessi government) and criticised .

their leadership for placing reliance on ihe o
promlses of Janata ministers.

The entlre spectrum of Indian ruling class

parties is being torn apart by the mad scramble

for office which is happening at national and -
regional level. The masses watch this squabble. . -
for spoils with a bewilderment which is fast =
giving way to cynicism as the Janata Party,

. which had stood for the restoration of .~

democratic rights afier the Emergency, fmally :
disintegrates. .

" A tremendous opportunity Is opening up to

build 2 genuine socialist alternative to all the

quarrelling bourgeois factions. The ftwo -

Communist parties (CP1 and CPM), however,
sre either unable or unwilling (or both) to take
up the challenge. The crisis of the bourgeois
parties has caught theny unprepared exploding
their project of forming ‘anti-authoritarisn®
and ‘anti-fascist’ alliances with ruling: class
forces, Both the CPI and the CPM- gaye
‘qualified support’ to the Chaml Sm-
coalition.

So while the Janata and Congress politmans

‘flgm it-ouf amongst themselves, the workers

and the struggling masses of India remain:
tragically deprived of any independent politieal

“leadership, unable to imterveme intc the

second-rate farce on the political stage, unable

- to produce the real historic drama of tlle,
* Socialist revolution.

'Chmese Trotskylsts released

By Chlnese Trotskylsts overseas

ACCORDING to reliable and
confirmed reports, eight Chinese
Trotskyists — among them Zheng

Chaolin (Cheng Ch’aolin), a founder ‘|
member of the Chinese Communist

Party (CCP) — were released by the |-
-Chinese authorities and restored to-

full citizenship on 5 June this year.

These eight people (apart from
Zheng, the only other names we know
for sure are those of Wu Jingru (Wu
Ching-Ju), Zheng’s wife, and Jiang
Zhengdong (Chiang Chen-tung), a
leader "-of the Shanghai . workers’
insurrecnou in 1927) were arrested
along with over two hundred. others
on the night of 22 December 1952 by
‘the CCP secret police. They have
spent the entire period since then in
prisons and labour camps, despite the
fact that they were never publicly tried
or sentenced.

As far as we know, over the last 27
years some of those arrested have
been released under strict surveillance
and returned to their places of origin,
where they were forced under
conditions of great -hardship to
participate in unpaid or badly paid
manual labour, after spending five or
more years in detention. Others died
as a result of their sufferings in
prison. Zheng Chaolin and the other
seven now released probably
represent the last batch of those
fortunate enough to have survived
this experience,

'The Chinese Trotskyists originally
constituted, and for many years
remained, the Left Opposition of the
CCP. This Left Opposition was
originally formed around Chen Duxiu
(Ch’en Tu-hsiu), founder of the CCP,
who was elected or re-elected general
secretary at each of the first five
congresses of the party. '

.- The Chinese Left Opposition,
basing itself on the experience of the
Chinese Revolution of 1925-1927 and
the theories of internationalism and
permanent revolution, directed its

ZHENG CHAOLIN in 1941

enefgies toward freeing the CCP from
the grip of Stalinist nationalism and -
bureaucratism. After the defeat of the
revolution, we advanced a revolution-

actively opposed .the 'CCP’s
Moscow-inspired adventurist line.
During the Sino-Japanese war of

and actively - participated in the
anti-Japanese resistance, but we did
not abandon our revolutionary
position, and after the victory of the
resistance we called for immediate
implementation of agrarian revolut-
ion as a means of . countering
Guomindang (Kuomintang) repres-
sion, and eventually of completely
overthrowing the reactionary rule of
Guomindang,

During the period of the civil war
(1946-1949) we participated in the
struggle on all fronts, and played a -
special role in the big cities of east and
south China, where we led struggles in
work? districts. After the victory

¢ revolution our ain
contribution was in the struggle for
the democratisation of the new organs

ary - democratic. programme and |

- 1937-1945, we resolved~to support

of government: and for further

advances- aiong the road of socialist
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‘start by
‘wrongfully passed on the Trotskyists,

.

revolution. All this, far from bemg a
crime, was. positively. in the, interests
both. of the Chinese workers and
peasants and of the revolution itself.

However, the CCP - leaders,

especially the Moscow-controlled
Wang Ming faction, all along saw us
as their main enemy, and attacked us-
mercilessly. Their first step. was. to
expel us from the party, Later they
slanderéd -and - persecuted
supporters.  They: took all sorts of

unscrupulous. measures against us, .
-not stopping short of murder. Finally,

our

in December 1952, they crushed our
entire organisation by arresting all
our comrades throughout China.

.. The CCP’s treatment: of the
Chinese Trotskyists over the past fifty
years is the most flagrant of the
‘false’ charges’, ‘frame-ups’ and
‘mistaken verdicts’ currently being
denounced by the Peking leaders. If
thé latter are sincere in their resolve to
‘rectify’ such abuses, then they should
reversing the . verdicts

and completely rehabilitate them.
They should not only restore them
‘their freedom and their right to work,
declare their innocence of any crime
and restore their good name as
revolutionaries, but also grant the
Chinese Trotskyist tendency full legal
rights.

Will the CCP authontles grant
these demands? This depends on the
struggle carried on by socialist
revolutionaries both inside. and
outside China. In the past, not only
did Trotskyists on a world scale
protest on behalf of the comrades in
China, but even the human rights,
organisation Amnesty International
expressed its concern.

These protests and expressions of
concern played at least some role in
the recent release of Zheng Chaolin
and the other - comrades. We are

- grateful to these people for their past -
' help, and hope that they will continiue

to give us support in our future

] struggles. L

.Latm Amencan Solldarity

"ByDave Kellaway

THE VISIT of an Argentine torture ship to London last week was met with
protests organised by the British Argentina Campaign and the Committee for
Human Rights in Argentina.

A dozen people managed to board the slnp, the Libertad (leerty'), and

_half-raise o banner calling for the release of the 8,000 political prisoners in

Argentma. “They were quickly bundled away by Special Branch plainclothes:

- cops

The BAC also got a good response when it leafleted the West India Dock (see
photo) about the repression of trade unionists in Argentina. And a reception
for the ship’s company at the Argentine embassy was met by a 100-strong
picket, including women bearing white scarves in solidarity with the women
who go each week to President Videla’s palace in Buenos Aires to demand
information about their disappeared relatives.

As the Tories threaten to restore full military, pollucal and trade links with
Chile, Argentina, and other represswe Latin American regimes, the need to

-develop such solidarity action is increasingly important. Immediately vital is a

big turn-out for the 16 September Chile solidarity demenstration — march
behind the banner demandmg *Freedom for all Latin American political
prisoners’.

KEITH SINCLAIR adds from Hull: The Chilean junta was put in a sticky

» situation last week when Hull dockers boycotted 180 tons of cargo bound for -

Chile — including a conlainer-load of bubble gum. The ship Alange was forced
to sail without the consignment — marked ‘via Valparaiso’ (Chile’s nain port).

" — when. the dockers walked off after loading the rest of the

‘I'did not know there was & ban ‘on cargo for Chile’, said D. We er of the
Consgrtium Line on hearing of the dockers’ action. It’s up to trade unionms

througjmut Britain to mske sure the bosses know in future!




By John Hunt

ITHAS GONE almeost unnoticed that
Andrew Young’s resignation as US |
ambassador to the UN came just after
:1'. major tribute to his diplomacy —

e

to those previously worked out by
‘radical’ Andy and Labour Foreign
Secretary David Owen.

Thatcher’s conversion from her

original approach of : proceeding -

towards recognition of the Muzorewa
government is not an'  insoluble
mystery. Both the Foreign Office and
Commonwealth leaders pointed out
that such a policy would: mean

ories’ adoption of proposals on’
Zimbabwe which are almost identical -

Picket planned for London Conference

backing a no-win- war against the -

Patriotic Front, entailing a'possible
military commitment and - . the
eventual prospect of political defeat.
It just wasn’t on. Hence her amazmg
‘turnabout at Lusaka.

The six-point plan agreed at_ the
Commonweaith conference — inclu-
ding “an . all-party conference - in
London,: new' elections, and a- new
comnstitution — has the same objective
as the Owen-Young plan: to split the
Patriotic.Front and draw a section of
itinto a settlemcnt In this way Britain
‘hopes to prepare for the establish-
tnent of a neo-colonial government in
Zimbabwe and the crushing of those
in.the Patriotic Front who wish to
continue  the struggle against

ism. ’
- Let’s - make some comparisons.
oth- plans - propose free elections

- ‘ypagnificent

" blocked. Hundreds-

arder external supervision.

That-

cher s- version specifies Common-
wealth or UN supervision. The way is
-therefore opened for a military force
to be sent into Zimbabwe; for UN or

British troops. to be used . against -

sections. of the nationalist movement
who reject this externally lmposed
settlement. .

Like the Owen-Young plan, the
Lusaka deal proposes to reserve a
minority of sSeats in the new
parliament. for whites. Young’s
suggestion was 20 per cent of the seats
(for 4 per cent of the population), and
Thatcher is unlikely to be less

independence of ‘the . j

population in the new state. Just to
make sure, the British -constitutional:
proposals also provide for a
two-chamber parliament with an
indirectly elected senate to act as a

‘block onany radical change.

Both plans propose to protéct the
Loosely translated, this means that
Smith’s judges — who  have so0
industriously imprisoned and hanged
the freedom fighters — will remain in-
office.

Another aspect of Thatcher’s
oonsumtlonal proposals — again-

generous in buttressing the power of envisaged by Owen and Young — is

‘the most reactlonary section of the

For world canp

MLOW we print the bulk of a

statement issued on 15 August by the
United Secretariat of the Fourth
International on the basis of reports
:from its observers in Nicaragua.

‘ON- | January. 1959, the Batista .

. dictatorship was. swept away by the

“-military of fensive of the Rebel Army

- and ‘the mobilisation of the Cuban
‘massés led by the July 26 Movement.

~On-19. July 1979, the bloody Somoza

- regime in Nicaragua, installed and

maintained by American imperialism -~

~ for more than forty years, -was

- »oyerthrown by a massive nationwide

‘/ popudar. insurrection that capped a
" .cosordinated offensive by the rebel
armed forces of the Sandinista
National Liberation Front (FSLN).
‘The popular insurrection led not
‘only to - the - overthrow of _the
dictatorshipbut 10 the dismantlement
- of the old regime. The mobilisation of
- thie masses in popular committees, as

* . well .as the revolutionary measures
. - already taken in ‘the short time since

"the .overthrow .of the hated regime,

. “indicate the proletarian and plebeian

the now

dynamic  of
-unfolding.

The toilers of the entire world

- could’ not ‘have hopéd for a more

celebration of.

- -twentieth anniversary of the' Cuban

process

" " revolution! The road has been opened
that can lead to the victory of the

second soeialist revolution  of the
© Americas.

But imperialism will be doing
everything possible to try to prevent
the toiling masses of Nicaragua from
‘moving forwardonthisroad. With the
same cold-blooded brutality with

. which they propped up Somoza to the -
- bitter end, the imperialists are now

" bringing "~ into- -play diplomatic,
economic, and military resources to
try to stop the revolutionary upsurge.

* . There is no more urgent task for the

“world workers movement than to
moblhse in opposition to them.
Nicaragua has been devastated by
“the civil war. In his ruthless attempt to
maintain power, Somoza ordered the
bombing of neighbourhoods and
factories. He plundered the monetary
resources of the country.
More than 1 million people are in

-need of food. More than 300 tons of -

food are required per day. Tens of
thousands of refugees are seeking to
return to the country, and will have to

"be.cared for. Agriculture has been .

‘ mtally disrupted by the months of civil
war, - Industrial investments “Were

stopped . production.
crisis’ ls an enormous task

the -

of - factories

“Tol ehfend the revoluuoﬁ and solve

t’he setting up of an ‘independent’ .

‘front line states’, Nyerere, Kaunda
and other champmns of the ‘struggle
against racism’ agreed at Lusaka that
the British government was: respon-
sible for a settlement, that thé new
constitution ' should include 'safe-
guards for minorities (i.e. the whites),
that the British government could
supervise the elections (i.c. intervene
militarily if it wants to), and that the
ending of sanctions was a major
objective (i.c. they will keep quiet if
Britain removes or - weakens

~ sanctions).

Pubhc Service Commission. Effect-

{ively this means that the existing civil

service structures would stay mtaat.

" with a few blacks brought into senior

posmonsformmeucpurposes :
Owen. and Young proposed the
setting - up of a ‘Zimbabwe

Development . Funid® to revive the
.ecopomy —.in other:words, to bribe
‘'white - experts - to- stay .on, or to

compensate them for their losses.

Thatcher’s 'plan proposes .a £600m
‘Commonwealth Resettlement
Fund?®. : :
* In fact Thatcher has out Younmed
Younﬁhthj;'gugh her success in wipning
the co ration of the neo-colonial

At the London confererice on 10
September the Toriés will have the
collaboration of the front line states
in attempting to dictateé such a sell-out
to the Zimbabwean people. This must
be rejected. We defend as a-principle
the right of the Zimbabwean people to
decide their own futore, And we
support any strugglés that they
undertake against racism and
imperialism. -

At a meeting of the Zlmbabwc
Emergency Campaign Committee in
London last week, official represen-
tatives of both ZANU and ZAPU
spoke strongly in favour of a picket of
the London conference to €Xpress
solidarity with the struggle against
Muzorewa and oppose any attempts
to send British or UN troops or
advisers to, Zimbabwe. This was
agreed and details wﬁl be announced
next week.

‘Solet’s greet Thatcher’s conference
with a massive picket that says ‘Hands
-off Zimbabwe’. We’d do it for you

too, Andy, if you were still around.

Masaya, 2 August 1979: Sandanista singing grouﬁ‘— Pancazén — perfo_ms at a rally honouring those who were killed in the struggle against Somoza.

Imperialism’s goal is to try to
restore -the weight. and decision-
making capacity of the bourgeois
elements in the ‘Junta of the
Government of National Reconstruc-
tion’ and other points of support for
the bourgeoisie. It is trying to utilise
the European social-democrats and
some . of the bourgeois democrats of
Latin America as intermediaries for
this policy. It seeks to pressure the
FSLN leadership to renounce the
economic inroads on capitalist
property necessary to satisfy the
elementary needs of the masses, and to
stop the arming and mobilisation of
the masses, inreturn for economic aid.

But 1mperxahsm depends above all
on its own military striking force and
those that it closely controls. It

' demonstrated this by organising the

rétreat of well-arméd units of
Semoza’s ' National . Guard into
Honduras and El Salvador. It is
cwrrently Apreparing for a possible

jtaryintervention along the lines of .
temalain 1954, xheBeyofogkm.; 1
r-Santg :

Following the Cuban road
outlined by the Second Declaration of
Havana, - the road of permanent
revolution, is the way
Nicaraguan toilers to consolidate their
victory.

In order to resist the pressures of
Washington, to assert its complete
independence of the imperialists, to
presﬁorward the agrarian reform, to
expropriate all imperialist property

and the big holdings of the national -

bourgeoisie, to assure control by the
workers over industry and over
domestic and foreign trade — to do
these things the Cuban revolution had
to break with the bourgeoisie, put an
end to the coalition government
installed in 1959, and set out on the
coursecharted by the new workers and
peasants government based on the
armed and mobilised masses and
organised by the July 26 Movement. In
‘this way the Cubans were able to carry

- the revolution through to the end —

the -expropriation of the bourgeoisie

[, ‘Slatt‘ P
A Theroadtosﬁciakﬂ'mdnhon m:

for the -

and the estabhshmcnt of a workers'

Nicaragua is mined with obstacles.
Imperialist pressures and attacks will
oblige the FSLN leadership to
manoeuvre. Thedifficulties created by
the lack of food and goods of all kinds
will compel this leadership to try to
gain time.

But these obstacles can be
overcome, as the example of Cuba has
shown, if the tremendous power and

energy of the masses is organised. The
example of the Cuban revolution

showed the close relationship between

the upsurge and mobilisation of the
exploited and oppressed classes, the

-development of their consciousness

according to the rhythms imposed by -

the revolution, and the evolution of
consciousness of the leadership of the

massmovementitself. This will alsobe |

the factor that determinesthe future of
the Nicaraguan revolution.

The Fourth International calls on
the mass parties and organisations of
the workers movement to build the
broadest - possible  international

: movement. . — -united and non-

_exclusionary — in support of the. .

.;struggteoftheNmruuanpeople

,and*:

the fighters of the FSLN, whose
courage has become a most precious
heritage of the world proletariat.
Immediate aid to Nicaragua!
Imperialist hands off!
.No threats against Cuba!
Solidarity with the Nxcaraguan
Revolution!

THE latest issue of the weekly Inter-
continental Press/Inprecor [Vol. 17,
no. 30] contains a contribution on
‘The Revolutionary Character of the
Castro Leadership’ by David Frankel
and Larry Seigle as part of the debate
on Cuba which the journal is
carrying. Other features in this issue
include a letter from the imprisoned
Iranian Trotskyists and coverage of
the struggle by women workers m
Italy and Spain.

Individual copies cost 30p plus
Dp&p, but subscriptions work out
cheaper at £11 for a year [48 issues},
£6 for six months [24 issues], or £3 for
10 weeks. Chegues/POs should .be
-made out to_‘Intercontinental Presg’.

- and sent to; IP/L; POMJG London .
-"NI 2XP, - _
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" new terror campaign. Such threats

. courted by the British administration.

similar friendly attitude to the UDA.

Regiment.
member of the regiment (UDR)

N'I'ERNATIONA

Loyalist terror threat

The UDA— by British approval

By Geoff Bell

LAST WEEK the Ulster Defence
Association announced a ‘shift of
emphasis towards a more para-
military role’, a euphemism widely
interpreted as meaning that the
Loyalist grouping intends to start a

need to be taken seriously, especially
because the UDA has operated
throughout its history with “the
connivance of the British authorities
in the North of Ireland.

If that sounds like an
mggeranon, consider the following:

*In the last six years the UDA has
claimed responsibility for countless
sectarian assassinations.

*Its military operations include -
bombs in Dublin and Monaghan in
May 1974 which killed 31 people.

*It was described in Novcmber
1977 by a Belfast judge as ‘an
organisation repeatedly involved in
criminal acts’.

*But Andy Tyrie, the UDA’s

‘supréme commander’, has never in
hmsnxymrsofoff‘cebeena:rwted .
let alone charged, by the British Army
or the KUC.

Instead Tyrie, a former shop
steward who volunteered  for
redundancy money, has at times been

In 1974 he was asked, though he
declined, to join a government-
sponsored committee for the welfare
of released detainees.

‘the British Army has displayed a
Its policy was spelt out in October
1972 by Brigadiér Denis Ormerod,

thenheadoftheUlsterDefence
., Said Ormerod: ‘If a

‘belonged to the UDA no action would
be taken.’
But what has being a member of

the UDA meant? The organisation

tember 1 ‘j { 9
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was built out of various local Loyalist
vigilante groups which sprang up in
1969 in Protestant working class areas
of Belfast. By 1972 the UDA had
become the Iargest of the Loyahst .

itaries’, openly parading in |

Belfast’s streets wearing combat
jackets and masks.

Such displays did not concern the :

British govemment too much. In June

- 1972 Willie Whitelaw, then the Tory

minister responsible for the North of
Ireland, held a full scale meeting with
the UDA’s ‘ruling council’.
around this time that the sectarian
assassinations.of Catholics began in
earnest.

This campaign was called off in a’
joint communiqué issued by the UDA
and the Ulster Freedom Fighters in -
October 1977. At the time the UFF
was anillegal organisation, but in fact
it was simply the UDA under another

. name. The UDA/UFF statement said

that the organisations ‘had aban-
doned the practice_of carrymg out
sectarian assassinations’. The reason
glven was ‘the successes of the
secunty forces” —in other words, the

DAY THREE

10.00-1.00pm

TWO TRADITIONS OF MARXISM IN
BRITAIN -

John Ross

Workshops

Workers Plans and Workers Control, Women
in Eastern Europe. -

Speakers include: Hiary Wainwright, Dave
Bailey v

2.00-5.00pm. -
THEREVOLUTIONARY LEFT IN
EUROPE

Chris Harman [SWP), Tariq Ali {IMG]. .

Creche facilities
Refmhmc\nts available

£1 a session.

£5.50 six sessions exchnhng the rally
£1forrally.

£5 for all the sessions empi the rally £6
including the rally] if paid before 1 September.

VENUE: Conway Hall, Red Lion Square,
London
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It was .

British Army was doing the UDA’s
job for it.

The violence perpetrated by the
UDA from 1972-77 was not just
directed - against ~ Catholics. A
particularly horrifying episode was
the murder and torture of Ann Ogilvy
in 1974. She was ‘punished’ by other

- women in the UDA for having an

affair with a married . Loyalist
paramilitary.

Violence has also been a feature of -

the power struggles within the UDA

itself. Andy Tyrie's rise to the top was

assisted by the murder in 1973 of
Tommy Heron, another leader of the
UDA with whom Tyrie was in
constant conflict, and the attempted
murder and subsequent flight in 1975
of Charles Harding-Smith, whom
Tyrie replaced as the UDA’s
‘brigadier’.

The whole record and history of

- the UDA was summed up this way in

ve murdered Protes-

1975, ‘They
Roman Catholics in

tants as well

JUST two days after the successful 12 Awugust
demonstration in London the Daily Mirror repeated its
call for the withdrawal of Britain from Ireland. It would
be too much to assume that the former led to-the latter,
but what was interesting about the Mirror’s coverage was

the most sadistic and inhuman ways

_and have sought to intimidate people
‘who carry out their business in a

proper manner.’

The speaker was none other than
Ian Paisley. Although he has since
patched up his differences with the
UDA, that Paisley could make such a
criticism of the organisation shows
just how violent the UDA is.

Since 1977 the. UDA has
concentrated on promoting its
“political solution’ of an independent
Ulster. But this has attracted little
support from any significant section
of the population in the North of
Ireland, and the recent successes of
the IRA and the failures of the British
Army have apparenily decided the
UDA to go on the military offensive
once more. _

Just what that offensive will
amount to is difficult to tell. In the
last couple of months a number of
Republicans have been assassinated

-or! narrowly surwved ‘assassination

£

attempts, and the UDA is saying that
this time it will concentrate on known
Republicans rather than indiscrimi-
nately killing any Catholics available,

In many instances knowledge of
chosen Republican targets will come
from the files of the British security
forces. In 1977 the UDA threatened to
publish a list of 207 Republicans
which it said had been handed over by
the British Army. Although the list
was never published, a report in the
Irish Times confirmed that the list was
from British military intelligence. The
newspaper commented that ‘the most
useful source of information to
Loyalist groups is the regular Army’.

Fortunately British- Army intel-
ligence is so out of date that it is
unlikely to give the UDA much
assistance. But the fact remains that
the UDA’s ability to hit at the .
Catholic population would be much
dimjnished were it not for the
assistance and, but its legality, the
protection it receives from the British
administration.

the space it gave to its call, front page and centre-spread,
and that the editorial statement was the paper’s most
radical so far, The Mirror ended its editorial by attacking
the ‘cowardice’ of the British politicians of 1920 wllo .
agreed to the partlﬁon of Ireland.
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BEYOND the Fragmentsislikely to be received
by most of the organised left with a sigh of
irritation and treated with disdain if not
- putright hostility. It would be a great mistake to
‘react in that way. -

" The three essays-in this collection raise
questions and ¢riticisms which we can no longer
“afford to igniore. Even if the answers suggested
- here are inadequate or inappropriate, it will no
“jonger do -- as it once might have — to treat
them as closed questions, settied long ago in the

formative years of the Third International. - .~ *
We seem- po ‘nearer.our goal of socialist

revolution than we were:a decade ago. Are the
““sfructures which the organised left has offered
in .part to blame? Are they based upon a
*.manipulative politics which is doomed to fail?
““What Hilary, Lynhe and Sheila share is a
conviction that the experience of the women’s
- ' movement in particular-over the last ten years

“can point to new ways of organising and, more |

- broadly, to new ways of being a socialist. I shall
concentrate ‘here on Sheila’s contribution,
which tries to focus the lessons of this

experience in a sharp critique of the practice of -

the left, though I shall return to the other two
later.

For Sheila the traditional Leninist (and

“Trotskyist) approach is bound to fail. It must
be challenged in a whole number of ways — in
terms of how it conceives theory; how it
assumes that consciousness changes; how the
party is seen to relate to other movements; how
_the scope of politics is defined; how individual
" socialists relate to themselves and to other
. people.
Underlying all these points is, Sheila believes,
a manipulative’ politics, springing from the
- supposedly superior knowledge that leaders of
revolutionary groups presume to possess.

-Theory

Drawing on the Lenin of What is to be Done?
Sheila sees theory for Leninism as a knowledge

of truths brought from the outside,
discoverable by a purely cerebral activity —

‘thought comes from thought in Leninism’
(p. 63). It makes theory above experience rather
* than an integral part of it. It ought to be, as
Sheila puts it, a little elliptically perhaps, the
attempt ‘to sum up the relationship of what we
have travelled to the whoie journey’ (p. 27).

There are clear weaknesses with this
approach both philosophically and politically.
All forms of knowledge can’t be reducible to
direct experience. How for instance could you
explain the making of Marx’s Capital in this
way? And could you argue. that Marx’s
economic theory is irrelevant’ to grounding
revolutionary poiitical activity in anything
other than a purcly subjective preference for
one kind of world tather than another?

But the view thar theory has to connect to
experience has a real strength when we turn to
Sheila’s second theme about consciousness and
how it changes. Here her critique hinges on the
criteria used to distinguish between ‘advanced’

and ‘backward’ consciousness. Those elements

with advanced consctousness tend, inevitably,
to be those who find their way into the party.
But it is only the party’s prior ‘theory’ which
identifies them as "advanced. - Thus a
self-justifying circularity is introduced, ¢ne
which blinds us to the real ambiguities of
consciousness in daily life.

Vanguard ,

The contrast is posed acutely. ‘The feminist
approach to consciousness perceives its growth
as many faceted and contradictory. The model
of the vanguard doesn’t fit into this way of
thinking. It's not even like trying to put a
square peg into a round hole. It’s like dropping
it into a well.” {p. 59) Exaggerated, certainly,
since just a little earlier Sheila stresses the

‘danger in the women's movement of nof having

‘any historical and social estimation of
different kinds of consciousness’ (p. 56). But at
the same time it is of tremendous value in
stressing how uneven consciousness can be,
how individuals can be advanced and backward
at the same time, how consciousness spills over
boundaries.
In describing this, Sheila draws on the
experience of women’s groups, and an insight,
- grasped abstractly perhaps by many on the left,
comes across with tremendous force and
vitality. The left has too easy a hierarchy of

eory may have its limits,

‘BEYOND the Fragments’, a pamphlet by Hilary Wainwright, Sheila
Rowbotham and Lynne Segal, raises a number of points of controversy on
the left. We have invited a number of contributors to give their views on the
questions raised by the essays. | | | e
This is the second one to be published by Socialist Challenge, and is by

RICHARD KUPER, a member of the International Socialists Alliance.

«

arenas of struggle (factory struggles, near the
top; struggles over schooling or community
issues; way down). The way. in which
consciousness emerges out of an understanding
of the intertwined nature of power relations in
various spheres of social life is something the
left is often blind to. The left prefers to seek the
keylink and pull in the hope that the rest of the
chain will follow. Maybe, Sheila is suggesting,
itisn’tachainatall...

Sheila’s third theme is about how the party
relates to other movements. She believes her
argument dislodges ‘the superior relationship
of the party to the movements of the working
class and other radical autonomous move-

ments’ (p. 64). It is hard to see how she
establishes this point. Even if autonomous
movements have taught us to contest the ‘lived
relation of subordination’ wherever it is to be
' found-and ‘requires that changes in feeling and
desire become part of the movement of

resistance’ this does not imply what Sheila
suggests.
Somehow the various understandings of

i exp!oita_ttion, oppression, domination and so on
.gained in the autonomous movements have to

be synthesised and generalised. Obviously this
can happen to some extent within these

particular arenas (and in this sense class .

political consciousness does not have to be
brought from the outside). The analysis of how
consciousness spills over boundaries establishes
this point, which regrettably still needs arguing
(there are still Neanderthal men who would
confine the autonomous movements to the
social realm and make politics the preserve of
the party).

But is no synthesis needed? Can any
autonomous movement (or indeed a number of
them), depending on circumstances, provide
the vantage point from which all the relations
of power and domination in society can be

grasped? Having a party is no guarantee th
this will happen. But unless Sheila denies d
need for such a synthesis she must face up tot!
concrete problem of how and where it
happen. The need for a party in this sense is »
destroyed by her argument.

Labels

"Her fourth theme is the need to extend d

“concept of the political.- She highlights ¢

dangers of using labels like centrist, ultra-le
reformist as a substitute for this
ing. She discusses cogently ' the pro
lems of actually @ responding ~to ¢
challenge of the women’s movement. T
fdrmal grafting of women’s caucuses omto
Leninist party need in reality change little if t
content of what people do remains unaltere
What is involved is indeed not a conflict ‘on
po;itical line, but over what politics is about”
41). - .

This leads straight into her concern with t
need for ‘a politics which -enables people
experience different relationships’ (p. 7
Sheila attempts to recapture the concern of 1
pre-Leninist movement in Britain w
‘brotherhood’, ‘solidarity’, ‘fellowship’. Wh
clearly limited, bound up as much of it was w
assertions of masculinity and craft pride,
stressed the importance of values and culh
‘in ways which the women’s movement |
recently discovered for itself.

_All these arguments and insights are 1 thi
of great importance to all of us on the le
questioning in fundamental ways what it is
be a socialist. But there are also cr
absences in Sheila’s work. Themes like |
seizure of state power, the smashing of
state, and the dictatorship of the proletariat
vitalin understanding how the Leninist conc
of the party arose. They cannot be wished an
and any critique which ignores them
obviously flawed. '

In Sheila’s concern — with the means 3
modes of relating — the ends can get lost fr
sight. Many of the values which she wis

" (rightly) toc foster are compatible with

reformist practice. How they can be integra
into a total revolutionary practice has still to

. explored.

Both Hilary’s introduction and Lynn
discussion of ‘A Local Experience’ contrib
to the beginnings of such an exploration.-Ou
their experiences with local socialist centre
Newcastle and Islington, they are able to n:
alternative ways of organising as a n
practical choice.

Leaming

They - are neither of them blind to |
problems and limitations of what has be
achieved. But at the same time they restor
proper respect for learning from forms
organisation and struggle which have evol
over the last ten years.

For Hilary, coming out of many years in |
IMG, the project is the creation of a w
network of links out of the existing struggles
make a political rather than a single is
movement. Her conclusion is that af this st
the local impetus will be crucial.

Lynne, having come up against |
limitations of dealing with just perso
relations and personal oppression, descri
her move first to general political work a
local level with the Islington Gutter Press
then the Islington Socialist Centre. And o
this has come her recognition of the need
national organisation — but for
organisation which can work out a support
practice in relation to autonomous groups
activities. She has joined Big Flame and ke
an open mind.

Beyond the Fragments, then, is an attemps
point the way out of the morass in which
sections of the left find themselves, if
different reasons. It is an indictment of 1
approach which fails to connect to the 1
needs and desires of real individuals, explod
and oppressed in a myriad of different wa
and trying to find their own defences aga
the batterings they are subjected to in capita

- society. Disagreement with its answers is

excuse for not facing up four square to
criticisms and questioning.

Beyond the Fragments, Feminism and
Making of Socialism by Sheila Rowbotha
Lynne Segal and Hilary Wainwright.
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" By Pat chkey,
Deputy senior steward, Rover SDI

THE INDUSTRIAL action being
carried out by members of the
Confederation of Shipbuilding and
Engineering Unions in pursuit of the
national claim has met a breadth of
support from the rank and file which
has surprised even the bureaucrats
who called it.

It’s ironic that the Bible-thumping
right wing which annihilated the
Broad Left leadership = elections
should now be doing what Scanlon
failed to do — calling national action
in' support of the annual - claim,
instead of passing the buck to shop
stewards-at the locat level.

No doubt the motive of Duffy and
Boyd is to consolidate their posmou
in the AUEW, the dominant union in
the Confed, to. further advance their
High Court approach to democracy.
The immediate questlon for us is how
do we win against the Engineering
Employers’ Federation?

There are two problems to gaining
the united support of all engineering
workers at present.

The claim itself — details on page
7 — is inadequate. It will make little
difference to conditions in the
industry, The two-tier structure of
wage negotiations, with a national

Registered with the Post Office

settlement setting minimum condi-
tions and local neégotiations providing
the real pay packet, makes the
Confed’s demands marginal. _
~ Secondly, the policy of one- or
two-day strikes coupled with' an
overtime ban has an extremely uneven

effect. Some manage to work 32
hours, others get a lot less. With
dispensations in process plants, such
as. paint shops in the car industry,
some get more.

This presents the danger of a
backlash from the membership,
which can best be confronted by two
demands: for the reinstatement of the
full claim, and all-out national action

W,

The full claim, which includes the
35-hour week, lay-off provision, 18
weeks’ maternity leave, and extra
holidays, would make a significant
difference to engineering workers.

Such demands cannot be won by
limited actions, which have so. far
been three one-day stoppages, with
two-day strikes to come next month.
It means an -all-out national strike
now, with pickets of plants which
continue to work, and of ‘dogks and
warehouses to prevent the movement
of engineering products.

Mas$mectings will be needed to : Cheques, POs andl Mmey ‘Orders should bc made paygh;e to

with regional and local conferences of §

win the support of the membership,

shop stewards and delegates to spread
- the fight. The membership has to be

as ‘a newspaper. Published by .'R_elgocresl Ltd. fof ‘S.dlli;t Cllﬂlgnge,: 3

involved in the pickets, meetings and
demos to maintain their support.
Such action would very much
strengthen the left in the AUEW
A victory by the engineering
workers would be 2 major blow to the
* govesament and set the pace for the
winter wage . round. It “would
considerably upset the employers,
who -are aiming for speed-ups and
‘redundancies.
*Two thousand marched in
Birmingham - during the one-day

engineering - strike on Monday. A
resolution passed at a mass meeting
congratulated ' the Confed for its
stand, and called on it to keep up the
pressure.

_The chair refused to accept a
motion from Pat Hickey calling for
all-out strike action, although those
who spoke-in favour of this position
were loudly applauded.

*A mass meeting of engineering
workers in Hull on Monday voted 228 .

t0220 aga'mst a call for all-out action.
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Penny for our

thoughts

HACKNEY Socialist ~ Challenge
supportets staggered into our office
this week carrying heavy bags full of
small change. £11.55, in fact, in 1p,
2 p, and 2p pieces, patiently coflected
in a jar over the past months. «

~ Rather than being weighed down
by this relatively useless small
coinage, which is capable of buying

ridden days, why not save the penmes
for the fund drive? '

Other supporters have. dorie us
proud, too. Oxford raised money for
the paper via a picnic, second hand
booksale and a bar - billiards
tournament, making £80 in all. .

And some Camden IMG members

- donated one day’sincome each. How
many other supporters groups have
discussed -doing simdlarly? Or  how
about a Bank Holiday fund-raising

| picnic?
i ] Whatever else you may be doing
§| over the holiday weekend, spare a
i thought for Socialist Challenge and
0 help us to the £20,000 target by the
i end of September.
# | Our thanks this week to:
| o
[ Brent IMG £15
: Bath IMG 40
R EE R R N A N ] R EEERERE] LeedsIMG 18
1] SwindonIMG 12
ereseerneseersasrnensn Ceveadsanns ' _Anon 20
1| Hackney pennies coliectnon 11.55-
-------------- s eas s e naerrEs tanaa ' Camdcn[MG . 83
Brighton SC sponsored walk 8
........ PP | E. Mahood 10
: Oxford IMG 80
London N1 §| Thisweek’sTOTAL £397.55
g |

OVERALL TOTAL

0 Bax 82; LondnnEz

next to nothing in these inflation-

£13,477.55
Printed by East End (offsey Lid,



