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Morgan Phillips Threatens Bureaucmtw
Drwe A gainst C.P.: Mtlztants

ON DECEMBER

18th,

BY JOCK HAS’[‘()N

HARRY POLLYTT

ANNOUNCED

THAT THE

UOMMUNI%T‘P'ARTY WAS SOON TO ADOPT ANOTHER CHANGE OF POLICY
WHICH WAS T0 BE AN OSTENSIBLE TURN T0 THE LEFT. HE OUTLINED

THE NEW LINE TO

THE

CENTRAL

COMMITTEE OF HIS PARTY.

! This new line is fo end the policy which the Party has been pursuing for the past
six years, of strike-breaking and holding the workers back in the day to day struggles.
Henceforth, the C.P. will participate, and where possible, actively lead the ‘workers in

these struggles.

-This change, if seriously pul'sued will make a
of the workers a.gamst the employers in the coming period.
only. for the capitalist class who have had a very

peaceful year with very

a considerable difference to the struggle

It is a big questicon, not
, few large

industrial disputes, bat also for the Labour leaders ami the Trade Union bureaucrdcy.

If the Stalinists rea,]ly carry cut the nolicy they threaten, the inevitable result wiil
- 'be a considerable rise in strikes which will hamper the Gove rmnent’s nroduction’ plans.

Miilisants Wil Weicome
New - Line

*he beast rank and tile militants
of the O.P. will welcome. the new
une.  S1% years of strike-breaking
und holding the workers back m

" ail their struggles against the em-
ployers, au-of which were the
Clecessary couseguence of  toe oud
une, have resulted in cousiderable
demoratisation anmong the beést mili-
tants. Lhey wiil see 1n the new
tine an end to tailing belhmd the
Labour .Government and acting as
1ts apologists. They will see in 1t

an end to lining up with the right |

wing trade union wvureaucracy
against workers who ‘wele aemand-
mg militant = strike  action . 1n
degence ot their rights. /

Their best nghting instincts \Mﬂ
have a chance of expression and
if the lne is farther cariied. out,
they will find themselves tined .
with the Trotskyists and those who
want = a‘struggle a%amst

i g

Reactlms 10 Pol
Speech:

The first effects of the announce-

ment of the new line were to arouse

a howl of rage from' the¢ 'L'rade
Union bareaucrats, the Labour
leaders and also from the capitalist
press. ; :
Ewven ' before Pollitt’'s speech,

when it had already become clear
te every. serious political cbserver
that the growing elash between
British and Russian diplomaey head
reached the point where the C.P.
wounld bhe called in to bring addi-
tional préssure on the Labour
Government, and when- the C.P.

was already , adopting a more
critical and  threatening tone,
Deakin, Bevir’s hali-back, had

1ssued his call to drive the btdhn-
ists out of mnion positions.

The - announcement by Pollitt
- merely let loope the avalanche of
anti-Stalinist propaganda which
had Dbeen piling up.

Right Wing Resperd To
Morgan Phillips” Appeai

Deakin’s speech’ was followed by
a eall from Morgan Phillips to zli
members and supporters of the
Labour Party to activise them-
selves in the t{rade unions to block
the influence of the Stalinists and
drive them from leading position
in the mnions. In unison, follow-
ing the' ‘lead of the “Daily
Herald”, all  the Right wing
jonrnals cof the Labour movement
are now howling for Stalinist blooa,
Only *“Reynolds News ", . to the
credit of its editors, has come down
against. a “witch-hunt at  this
particalar stage.

The capitalists, full pelt Dhehind
the Labour leaders, and indeed

driving them on, are happy at the|

prospect of this dog-fight within the
ranks of the working class, although
they are somewhat unhappy &nd
nervous at the prespect of increased
industrial struggles now that the
Stalinists have said they are going
to fight. )

Where We Stand

Deakin  and his  allies now
attack the amoralism of the Stalin-
j«ts. But in fact theyr are hirds
of a feather. While Pollitt and
Co, were playing the same game of
holding the workers back  and
urging them along the road of 100
per . cent.  class  ¢ollaboration,
Deakin and Co, remained silent
about the e¢rimes of Stalinism
against the revolutionary Left.
Serious militants- will' freat their
moralising with the contempt it
deserves.  In the struggle between
the bureaucrats and the Stalinists
——eupecially the Stalinist militanis
if they play a role in the future
struggles—every  serious  socialist
and trade union fighter will find
himself together with the Stalinists
against the Right wing. But this
must not. prevent us from studying
the reasons for the new change of
Stalinist policy, expacing its bosis
and inadeguacies, warning the
workers as to the possihilities. of
advenfuristic tactics which = the
Stalinists are likely to pursue if

(Contitued on Page 4.)
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Dr. Ernest G.
Anderson displays
some, mis-shapen ears
of corn seed that had &
been exposed to radio-, B
_activity in the Bikini
_Bomb . Tests. I-Ie
saud ) Ti_ie

a large pementa.ge of
abnormal " offspring,
may be a forecast of
tragedy to
among the deseendants
of Hiroshima - sur-
- vivors.” T

come

(See below.)

Yeformed  Bikini
corn

Second  Generation
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Trotskyists
lllegalised

MESSAGE FROM
ATHENS TO
THE E.C.P.

Athens—20.12.1947.

“ At the
yot these lines,
officielly ¢ dissolved ” Ty the
N Government and. owr Press
banned. . The c‘ofmadle respon-
sible for our nmat shop Passos
Dimitriow hes _Lsen wrrested.
We . wre now ™ in  complete
illegality.  Henvejorth ‘the mers
pnf}paqamon of our ideas will e
puumhabi’e by the death wefulty.

The for
¢ dissolution’ orgenisa-
tions  workin gainst  the
safety of. the Stute and * for
its overthions: b force’ is the
anmouncement of! the Sformution |
of the [Stalini: Gaovernaent
; “ Last -week,
ke | wos

moment e torite

our Party is

_til&ttﬁr_(mon
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Effects of

Radioactivity

Scientists Discuss Grave Hazards
for Mankind

The hazards of radicactive atoms are causing
. eoneern among seientists.

seientists
Brookhaven

among American
Commission’s

arave

This is revealed in a discussion

at the Atomic Energy
(Long Tsland) Laboratory.

The Associated Press representative, Howard Blakeslee,

listened to and reported on their diseussions,

following is a summary of his .
magazme.

One of the main questions they |
digcussed was: how to dirpose of
the vast amounts of radicactive
waste that will aceumulate as more,
and more U.S, atemic ovens go into
operation.  Soon. it may become
dangerous fo discharge waste into
the air, h.ldloar‘tiu atoms cannot
be safely buried in the ground as
they spread widely and might con-
taminate plants, food, cte. They
cannot be thrown inte the sed as
they * would poison' the fish, be
sucked up  into  ships’  hoilers,
evaporate and fall in radioactive
rains,

Dr. J. E. Rose of the University
of Chicago’s Argonne Laboratory
reported that engineers bave con-
sidered  (and. discarded) - some
elaborate dispogal scheme:, One.
was to seal the radioactive atoms
in gonerete eylinders and drop thein
into the oeccan, "This was rejected
heeause in a 1060 years or so the
evlinders might hreak open and

discharge their still  radioactive
atnms.

These <clentists also disenssed
the hagards of atomic

explogions,

i.e;, bombs.
Heredity Affected
Dr. 1. . Williams of the T.8.

Public  Health Service watns that

The
report published in “ Time ~

/
ated a city’s water supply would
compel complete evacnation of the
city for mouths, years, or perhaps
permanently, Seientists c¢an  only
guess how widely the effects of such
a catastrophe miight spread. Would
the radicactive water be sucked up
by the roots angd contaminate food
plants? Would the pm‘sou
passed on  to  suceessive plant
generations by radioactive seeds ?-

At Paceda, a geneticist of the
California Institute of Techuology
declared last week that atomie-
bomb radiation does indeed affect
heredity. J

Dr. Emest G. Anderson  dis-
played some mis-shapen ears of
corn—second  generation descend-
ants of corn seed that had been
exposed to radioactivity in  the
Bikini bemb terts, Fle said : the
Bikini corn, which produced a iarge
percentage ofb‘lbnmnml offspring,
may Dbe & forecast of tragedy te
come among the descendants of
Hiroshima survivors.

¢ Affected genes and Chromo-
somes in some Japanese people
may result in the birth of worons,
cripples and  deformed progeny

in_fulure generations, . . .

guite possible that

(deformity-producing)

genes will gradualiy

these
recessive
he spread

an atomic explosion that contamin:

throughout Japan.”’

ue -

3 is.

'test steadehj and wmaremasly
tike real B‘m?ehewka, rmd ;he end
of this Mtfratwn will find
stronger. In réality we  have
been in illegality - or . «semi-
legality’ since 1986 and ' conse-
quently we we dceustonted to
struggle wnder suoh conditions.

But, for wvictory  in
struggle, we need your help as
well as the help of -the whole
International « and the u:tm'g’i?
proletariat.

s

.

our

Long live the Internationalist
Communist Party of Gieece!
.I.‘-mig live the ;1*"015;"1.71- I-;Jter-_
tnetional !
Balshevik greetings,
. DALAS”

.In saluting our~Greek eom-
rades in’ their heroic struggle,
we pledge ourgelves to woik un-
ceasingly against the policy of
British imperialism which - sup-
ports the regime of reaction in
Greece. - We.. appeal to  all
militant workers to struggle with
us within Lhﬁ Labour movement
for the Trestoration  of - the
democratic rights of the Greek
workers and the withdrawal of
the- last remaining British
f troops from -Greek soil, ;

‘| bonds.

interest into the pockets

railwaymen’s

They

F or Workers Control
of Transport

Capltallsts will Continue
to Dictate Policy

BY 8. J. BIDWELL

On January lst the Railway industry became nationalised.
by the railway workers and the entire Trade Union movement

’lhls event is welcomed
For two generatlonq

assembliés of railwaymen have called, in ever increasing volumeu, for the nationalisation
of the railways and other forms of transport.

The nationalisation of transport ungoubiedly constitutes a progresswew step.

Tt

ends the period of sectional contrel. in favour of a single unified enterprise.

SID BIDWELL

South Africa and in France.

Railway workers, whose wages are among the Jowest in industry,
look forward to a new era in which their standards will: not be main-
tained at the present low levels in the interest of profit.
workers must have no illusions that nationalisation automatically
means that the industry will be run in their intcrests,

Not the First Experlence

This is not the first experience of nationalisation of railways.
Many capitalist states own the railways, for instance in Genmany, in
But in none of these cases did this make
any fundamental difference to the conditions of the workers employed.
Similarly the nationalisation of the Post Office and the Royal Ordnance

But, the

Fmtorles in this country, meant neither improved conditions for the
workers employed in these indusiries, nor any advantage to the working class as a whole.

- Instead of mdnldualtowuelﬁ,hlp.
the capitalist class as a whole 'will
own the railways and other meaus
of tlansnolt

SR 0" 4,008, 000 Compeusatmn
‘ .To, The Bosses

vaﬂwq‘m

pensated in the past. DBetween
1921 and 1944 the stockholders
received a profit of £981 million,
f.e., nearly 'as much as their
invested capital..

Clearly, the imposition of this

[ terrible burden on the industry cuts
‘right: across the :1lleged aim of thel

Lahour Grovernment ;> that the act
‘nationalisation is to benefit the

follows the: 'same pattem 55" the
nafionalisation of :the mines:
lavizh compensation to the hosses,
with control of the industry firmly
remaining in the haids of repre
sentatives of the capitalist class.
Degpite the fact that for years
they have drawn enormous profits

con their original outlay, the capital
“having been

paid over and over

l agaiu, the sharcholders are te
‘receive  enormous  compensation.
| £1,024,000,000 is ‘rhe sam to  be

paid in the form “of Grovernment
Tt-ig estimated that this
will also put the colossal. sum of
£30,000,000 a year in-the form of
of. the
with all risks elimin-
is nearly the

sharcholders ;
ated their income
same as before.

It must have appeared peculiar
not cnly to the railwaymen, but te
the gencral publie, which is econ-
stantly being foreed to pay in-
creased fares, allegedly due to
heavy costs (such as increages in
wages), that this
tremendous burden iz to be placed
on’ the industry.

Of of

coure, the small owners

| railway stocks of £400 and under,

must- be:compensated fully..  But
those 8 holders who own over a
million pounds each, and the ten
thousand. who own more
£10,000 each, must be expropriated.
have heen sufficiently ‘com-

of 2%04 has been paid

Tlllb amonnt wnu‘sentb a total
of -fines imposeéd on these miners in
the Barnsley magistrate’s court on
Decembier " 19th; . payable to the
National Coal Board because the
miners refused to work in condi-
tions deseribed® by one miner as
“ Unsafe.” ‘-“Therc; was 1o,
recognised roof,]’ ‘he’ stated, and :
“The floor: was, soft.”

Wlth a Lnowledge of the hisfory
of mining aecidents resujting irom
unsafe © working: conditions, ‘the
average worker will ‘be shocked at
this 11nJ11qf ]m;)ozsltlon upon these
40 miners,

' taking
Teaders and N.C.D., officials, on the

| At the same tll}’}t, dleU%\](]ll% are

-@rimetharpfe s
40 Miners Fined
10s. per week

On January 16th, 10/- per week will be deducted from
the wage packets of 40 Grimethorpe miners until a total

place “among the miners’
idea of the N.C.B.
own courts to deal
cases in the future.
We see here the whole chavacter
of the N.C.B. which ig dominatad
by ex-Coal Bosses, who have no
different attitude today towards the
miners  than they had under
private ownership. TUnless there is
real control by the miners relating
to their conditions of work, this
first wedge can lead to the estab-
lishment of a regime- whereby the
miners, at the complete mercy of
thes N.C.B. will be unable to
effectively defend themselves.

setting up 'its
with simiicar

than.

5 _modltleq

ificredsed - faves
assist in: lowering.the ‘standards of
the working - class, cannot e
blamed onto the miserable inereases
gained by the railway workers so

long as this wtate of affsirs exists..

'Will There Be Any
Real Change ?

When one looks around further

‘and examines the conrhtion of rail-

way equlpm(_nt the price the nation
iz already paying for the years of
capitalist anarchy, one can see the
farce of this situation even more.
Lifting tackle at goods depets are
outmoded, still depending on the old
hand- Wmdmg system, instead of
the use of mechanical aids. 8,000
locomotives out of a total of 20,604
are listed as over-age. There are
200,000 fewer wagons than in 1938,
and over 180,000 of, the existing
stock ~  are awalting repair.
Signalling system replacements are
a year and a half behind schedule;
permanent way renewgls, two years
hehind. The story.could go on
indefinitely.

Tarther, the chaotic organisation
under private enterprise  cver-
shadows all these factors. The con-
struction of competitive lines has
preduced. in  many- .distriets a
verituble  spider’s web of lines,
multiplied far beyond the transport
needs of the distriet, and ill-arrange’
for traffic purposes. 1t is estimated
that to. re-plan the railway net-

~gork and terminal facilities w 11} n

itself cost millions.

Taking into consideration that
the first charge. on the nationalised
industry will be to pay the share-
holders their pound of flesh, first
in bulk compensation, and then
annually in interest ; that large sums
will have to.he spent to modernise
the industry ; and that there will be
constant pressure to  guarantes
cheap freight charges for the ein-
ployers as a wwhole, the workers

caunot expect to see any

change in their conditions.

Capitalists Will Dictate

‘the former

_ Policy

The payment of this compensa- |

tion is ro accident. Tt fits perfectly
with the whole set-up of the
nationalized railway industry. Con-
trol is to be in the hands of the
Railway Executive Clommittee, con-
sisting of trusted representatives of
railway bosses. The
cover up - the real
of the Txeecutive by the
fig-leaf  of ° Allen, ex-Genoral
Secretary of the ASLE. & F.
who has also been placed on. this
hody, will not fool sérious workers.
It is significant that Allen hag
been given the job of Labour
Relations Officer and will meet the
representatives - of ‘the organised
workers in- any negotiations. DBut
ke will he ON THE OTHR R STDE
QF THE TABLY, and it is com-
mon. knowledge that the best person
to handle workers, from the point
of view of the emploring class, 1s
one who has been drawn over from

attem pt tol
charaeter

Inereased. frcnght _ehd,rges- or

" which-

real |

the ranks of those
workers.

In such a set-up the railwaymen
have no say at all. Even Benstead
and Allen are no longer answerable
to the workers, having relmqulbhed

their, Union posts.

It is well. known - that sections
of the oamtahst class support the
natwnalzsathr_l

very - same

making their gcods ‘more competl- i
tive on the world -market. ‘They

see the -meed for ‘a  degree of
planning in-the basic industries in
their struggle for survival in . face
of American and other competition.
They recognise that the State is the
best” ageney for this, being in the
bhest position to provide the
necessary capital for the modernisa-
tion of these industries, by placing
the burdens on the backs of the
population. They do not oppose the

meagure provided one thing: con-
trol remains in their hands. -
As Dalton pointed out: what

have the railway shareholders to
worry about? TUnder nationalisa- -
tion, modernisation will be undez-
taken by the State and they will
still be guaranteed their income;
whereas if the railways remaine-d
under private enterprise, modern-
isation would necessitatc  the
ploughing back of considerable
profits into the industry.

Workers Must Control
* The - Industry

The only way the industry will
henefit the  railwaymen and the
workers in general is if they con-
trol the industry The workers are
the only people who can be relied
upon to safeguard, at cvery stags,
the interests of our class.

Among sections of the railway-
men, particularly in the T.onden
area, there is a belief that..Joint
Consultative Committees will solve
the problem. But Joint Consulta-
tive Committeces as with Joint
Prodnction Committecs, leave
effective control in the hands of
the capitalist representatives, while
fooling the workers into believing
that they have a say in affairs.
Control is a elass, not a technical
guestion, If the railwaymen find
that  their pooled  experience
requires to he augmented by trainud
technieians, as they undoubtedly
would,- they would he the first to
draw these. techniciang onto their
Committees. But the eszentl
position would remain: control of
policy would e in the hands f the
workers and technicians through
democratically elected committees.

~And, instead of . Benstead (ex-
NILR. General Seeretary) rve-
ceiving just undeér £100 per week
cn the Mransport Commission,
while' the Minimum Adult: Indus-
trinl Wage for the workers is only
£4 12s. 6d. per week, the workers’
representatives  would  be  paid
working men’s wages.

These are the problems posed by
the nationalisation of the railways.
It the working class is to rvealise
its hopes in regpect of the future of
this industry, they must begin
immediately to ecampaign for the
policy of :

NO C¢OMPENSATION TO
BIG EX-OWNERS.
WORERS' CONTROL OF THE

INDUSTRY. ‘
FOR -SOCIALISATION—NOT
WSTATE CAPITALISM.

T

Eﬂhey -do’ tl;ls.___.



2 . SOCIALIRT APPEAL Janualy, 1948.

Hickman Free
Yictory for US Labour

The American negro steel worker,
James Hickman, whose case was
reporied in the * Socialist Appeal ”

", of September, 1947, charged with

killing his landlord, was sel free
from jail in Chicago.

The State dropped the murde:

« charge against him and recom-
mended a two years' probationary
sentence after mounting protests
poured in from all parts of the
country.

Assistant State’s Attorney (pro-
secutor) Friedman, in recommend-
ing probation for Hickman, testified
to the powerful public sentiment
that had been aroused in the case,
pointing te a huge dossier of letters,
resolutions and telegrams that had
arrived urging freedom for the
Negro steel worker. "The Hickman
case had been receiving :nc'lcaqmﬂ’
support from  (rade unions and
mass organizations throughout the
United States. He was ' charged
with Kkilling his landlord in a
moment of insanity after the death
of four of his children in a fire
which mysteriously broke out in the
tenement where the family lived.

The landlord had been trying his
best to evict the Hickman family.
ITe had said that unless they went.:
“1'll bure you out.”

Certain  facts pointed to This
having carried out this threat: a
kerosene can was found afterwards
outside the attic door. No ene had
ever sceff il before. A stranger
had run through the house warn-

ing the tenants of the first and.

second fAoor that the building was
on fire.
again.

Jim Hickman arrvived justifiably
at the conelusion that the landlerd
had been responsible for the fire,
and consequently, for the muarder of
hig four young children.

A Hickman Defence Committee,
in which the Trotskyist Socialist
Worlers® Party took a leading part,
organized the mass defence eam-
paign for the Chicago steel worker.

The liberation of Flickman,
gecording to a statement -of the
Defence Committee, * constitutes a
greal victory for the labour and
progressive organizations  and
liberal people who rallied to the
defence of this unfortunate ‘ victim
of social injustice. Tt  constitutes
a vietory for the millions of victims
of the housing shortage and racial
ghettos for whom Mickman has
become a symbel.”

No one cver saw him

ﬁnancza.l year 1946-47.

The recent occasion of the
marriage of Princess Klizabeth will
mean a further increase in the Civil
List, the cost of which is met
mainly from the taxation accrued
by the State.

“United, Front’

‘ The recent  Parliamentary
spectacle of Iabour M.P.s and
Ministers waxing eloguent over the
“ hardships ™ © of young  Royal
married life on anything less than
£50,000 a .year, will arouse no
little cynicism from the workers.

This' sum of £50,000 a year, or
£1,000 ‘a week, was voted as in-
come to the Princess and her
Prince by a united front of some
145 Tories and 130 Labour M.Ps,
supported by the Liberuzl remnants.
An amendment, te cut the Royal
couple’s wages by £5,000 a year,
was supported by 160 other Labour
M.P.s who considered the pair
could struggle along on £45,000 a
year. A third group of 33 M.P.s,
31 Labour and 2 “ Communisi”,
voted for an amendment which
aimed to let the Royal newly-weds
eke out an existence on £15,000 a
year (a hare £300 a week).

Labour *Lefts” Join Ih

More than a page of the “left”
Labour paper “Tribune’” was
recently given to an article by a
T, G. Weightman to ‘argue, not
only that *“There can surely be
little disagreement about the imme-
diate  practical “~value of " the
Monarchy,” but for the incorpora-
tion of a constitutional monarchy
in the Socialist society.

The Monarchy

‘Socialist’
£330,661 Yearly
of the Royal Family

The ClVll List, by which is meant the money paid out of State: fPunds to the upkeep
of the Royal Family and its depwndents, a.mﬂunted to appmmma.tely £330,661 for the

Of this sum, the King received foM his permnm’ income
Royal Housebold accounted for £134,000 in the form of salasies and vetived allowances,
£152,800 for Royal living expenses; £13,000 as Royal contributions to vayions c/mmzej

Weightman poses the question:
“Can a convinced Socialist (sie)
give emotional recogniiion .fo the
Monarchy 2  And for his own
part, answers: *After much self-
probing, 1 think my answer would
be yes.  And, he asserts, *“The
monarchy shauld exnst, in, lsolatmn
as something umque personifymg
a classless society.” It would be,
without doubt * something unique ’
to have a Mondlch personifying a
classless society ! It should be
explained to thesc ¢ lefts " that the
perpetuation of any hereditary
rank, title or functional role
\10L1tes even the liber al tenets of
capitalist * democracy . let alone
the Socialist conception “of a class-
legs society.

“ Austerity 7 Of Crlpps

Opposing the amendments and in
favour * of 0,000, Sir  Stafford
Cripps, Labour Chanco]lor of the
IExchequer, and vociferous authority
on  austerity’ stﬂnddrds for the
working class said : I am sure
hon.  Members will talm the view
that whatever we do in this malier
must be done with a view to sup-
porting the dignity of the Crown
and the national prestige. 1
suggest that this is not a matter in
which we should cavil at a few
thousand pounds, provided that we
are satisfied that the standards set
are substantially the right ones.

Hastening to clear away any
possible impression that this meant
the Labhour Government had in-
tentions of putting the Royal
Family through any ‘‘ means test,”
the Prime Minister, Attle¢, assures

for- Upkéep‘

£30,661: .. Expeme; for the

the wmkmg clasa that, It is
quite a mistalke for pﬂOpl[’, Lo
imagine that the Royal Family live
exceedingly luxurious lives. As a
matter of fact, they:work hard, and
there is ho excess of Iuxury.”

Attlee’s  apologetics  for: the:
standards of life and “full employ-
ment ” endufed by ‘the Royal
Family will meet with little sym-
pathy  from the Thundreds of
{homandq of dlsqb!ed ex-servicemen
.who receive £2 bDs. 0d. a week for
a 100¢, disability from a * grate-
ful” capitalist State.

® oo e *

YORKSHIRE : :
Grimethorpe are producing a good

Monarchy Is Enemy of
The.- Workers

The Labour 1eaders, pavlug lip-
gervice to - the principles . of
Socialism, far from- attempting to
abolish this outmoded and redund-
ant institutiom: grovel before 1it,
thus serving the ends of the capital-
ist class itself. Tuture events
will determing that they will seek
to = utilise the monarchy as 2a

TOM REILLY — R.C.P.

Aectivities

Regular sales at

response. Over- 150 * Socialist
Appeals ? were hought at the pit-
head and 100 sold in the miners’
homes.
discussed with our sellers.

" About 500 “Socialist Appeals’ |

were sold in two days at Barnsley,
Sheffield and Rotherham,

Regular sales are carried out in
a number of other mining villages.
The -distances are quite extensive
and very often our comrades come
straight off night-work to sell to
the miners. :

JUMBLE SALE: The Jjumble
sale organised just hefore Christ-

mas with very little preparation |
brought in £18 for the party funds. |'

Among the clothes sent in from
the provincial comrades, the
Newcastle Branch had collécted a
large bundle from readers of the
“ Appeal.”

LONDON :
Branch,

The North London

organised 'a successful meeting at
Hackney Town Hall to explain the
policy of the R.CLP. on ¢ HOW TO
FIGHT FASCISM.” The speakers
were Comrades Bert Atkinson and
Joek Haston., A hundred workers
attended.

THAMES VALLEY: Our com-
rades have produced a lively
“ Socialist Appeal ” supplement - in
duplicated form dealing with local
political and industrial events.

Grievances at the pit wer:

having played an active|
jrole in combatting fasecism locally,

ORGANISER

Well Done
Comrades!

VAN AND LOUDSPEAKER
FUND CLOSED

Comvrades :

We are now closing this fun«u
and we thank all our readers and
members for their, contributions
towards the van and loudspeaker
fund. When Branch returns start
rolling in we will have exceeded
eur £100 target.

Our readers and sympathizers
are asked to contribute again to

the “'Sopcialist Appeal ¥ Fighting
Tund,

£ s d.
Carried forward ... 86 14 3
Dave G i e
Iast London I‘lats 1 2 0
7.0 DH B R R R 5 0
Hiford 3t s 1 00
F.J., Salop ......... 2 6
South Bast London 2 0 0
University College, ;
Nottingham ...... 5 0

Fi 171! NS RS LR 3.0
NobbF it 3 6
Pushear ........i... 2 6
£3 2 9

Fighting Fuml

DECEMBER, 1947.

Now that the Loudspeaker Fund
is closed, we ask all members and
readers to renew .their efforts to
raise money for the Fighting
Fund., We need £100 each month.
We only. got in £32 for sthe month
of December. Make it a New
Year's rosolution to collect money

for the “Socialist  Appeal”
Fighting Fund.
A. ROSS, Treasurer,
256, Harrow Road, \37.2
. s .
West Londun ...... 10 6
J.F., Croydon ...... 2 0
D, Newcasbla . 814 0
Hampstead j s
Liverpool & 7 0
R.A ¥, Comrade ... 6 0
P.M.,, Birminghain 18 6
Edinburgh 213 0
S SRRl S e 210 0
Brlsbol Sympa.thiser 2 0 0
Newecastle ...........: 79
Thames Valley i 6
-Glasgow ..., S 2T 8
Hast London 10 6
M.S, alnnt 3 0 0
Forces Comrade 10 0O
H., BLPI ............ 10 0
Xmas Greetmgs, :
.............. 2-0 6
Sheffield Bnm(,h L2110 0
B.C., Stoney -
Middleton .......... 1 5 0
South Emsall .
Miners ...% 3 11 7
Grimethorpe’ Stint .
Fighters "......... 13 5
ML amsmiba 2 0 0
.£32 6

rallying peint of reaction against
the Socialist . aspirations  and
struggles of the working class, A
Socialist  Party that  genuinely
sought to lay the basis for a
Socialist soeiety in Britain, would
find no place in its plans for the
reactionary capitalist Monarchical
institation. The history of modern
Royalty in the world teaches the
Working" class  that on ' every
occasion where the interests of the
workers are at stake, Royalty has
actively sided w1th reaction.

Pege Wos in

IAN

Egypt

PROTESTANT VIGARS

 FOR REPATIATEUN

Declamtwn of the German Protestant. Vicars ..

" NowjHeld as Prisoners of War in Egypt

We publish below an acvpeal fr om the German pastors, prisoners

of war i the Middle Hast.

Readevs wf the ‘' Socialist Appeal” know -

that we do not agree with the refigious and liberel views expressed

here.
socialisiit.

Our doctrine is based on Marxist materialism and international
Nevertheless, we fully support the appeal of these Germam

pastors on’ behelf of the prisoners of war in the Middle Hast, who

uppear ‘to have been forgetten by the British Labour movement,

We

ask owr readers to protest through their orgapisations and-to theéir
local M.P.s, demanding the immediate release of all Gérman prisoners

of war, ne matier
suffering under

where they are.
the most terrible conditions, yet thére has been no

The prisoners in the Hast are

word of protest on their behalf andi they have lost all perspective for

the future.

desperate.” He continues:

A British soldier reader of the  Socialist Appeal” who
sent this m for publication, writes thet he belicves they are

growing

“ Recently in Parliament Shinwell was

asked how much G.I.Q. cost to build. He replied only £1} millions.
I work here and I would state that the most cut-throal conibractor

cowld not have completed the
millions.. . .

pence o day.”’

For more than two-and-a-half
years, and in many cases consider-
ably  longer, German P.o.W.s
amounting to more than 60,000 at
the moment, are kept in the Middle
Bast and have to work hard in a

climate, which for half of the
year iz decidedly wunhealthy for
Buropeans.

Beeause of the long duration of
the captivity, the parting from their
relatives, the had news froin home
and the impossibility to help there,
and in the case of many men
¢ Ux-Leute ), the completely un-
bounded length of ecaptivity, the
mental taint of the P.o.W.s has
reached a degree, which cavses the

most severe apprehension for the
future. The symptoms which
already * have come to light are

dreadful enough. The number of
cases where T.0.W.s have suffered
complete mental collapse and be-
come insane iv increasing.. In one
P.o.W. Working Company only
(2,718), out of 5,000 men no less
than G I".0.W.s have heen put in the
appropriate section of the DBritish
Military - Hospital with  mental
diseases sinee February this year.
Above all the number of cases is
increasing where P.o.W.s put an
end to their lives, which seem to be
intolerable to them, In the Canal
South District only, one of the
three Military Districts in Egypt,
five cases of suicide in the last
month have become known.

In the majority of the P.0.W.s
in M.ID., a complete break-down of
confidence regarding promises and
declarations of the British Govern-
ment has developed, The mental
taint of the P.0.W.s caused by this
fact is immense, ‘The most im-
portant reasons, only to meéntion
these, which' have lead into thig
crisis are as follows:

L

At the end of last yecar, more
than 18 months after the capitula-
tion, the repatriation scheme which
was said to be valid for 1947, was

task without @ -cost. of e few

But then the Germans worked very hard for their fow

promulgated to the P.o.W.s. The
repatriation plan gave the pos-
sibility to every individual to pre-
sume the approximate date of his
repat., within: a large limit accord-
ing to his political category. This
pian has not been accomplished. (n

30.9.47, the British Government
published . that they would be

forced to reduce the repat., because
of lack of ships, to a fractional part
of the scheduled gueta, Can the
P.o.W.s help making a comparison
between this declavation and the
statement of the British Prime
Minister Attlee, published in the
newspapers some time ago, which
gtates that the work of the German
P.o.W.s are the only repatriations
at hand which cannot be waived;

‘that they contrast the declaration

with the Statement in the speech of
the hon. Member of Ipswich, M.
R. R. Stokes, on 24.3.47, who stated
that the real fact for the slow work
on the repat. from M.I. is that the
British - Authorities there regaridl
the output of work of the P.o.W.s
so indispensable that they just have
to withhold the repat.? Chn the
German P.0.W.s be. blamed then,
because of their experiences up to

date and in consequedce thereof foll |,

of distrust, take the possibility into
consideration, that the complete
stop of repat. will not only extend
until the end of the year, but far
into, spring of next year, and that
the tavget for the repat. plan, end
of 1948, wil not be observed?
With great honest gratitude the
Po.W.s in ML¥. have noticed the
intereeding of mumerous men of the
Britigh Publie, above 'all several
bishops, the Member Mir. Stokes, a
man as Vietor Gollance, and finally

a group of miore than 60 Members:

of the House of Commwons, for the
ease of the fate of the prisoners
and for a faster vepat. Hardly any
relief has becomie obvious in M.E.
and has caused @ growing exaspera-
tion and hopelesspess, unsteadiness
and = desperation amongst  the

Po.W.s,

A further, exceedmgly heavy load
for the moral and rental bearing
of the P.o.W.s rests in the Order
issued - lately which states that

| Poo.W.s are allowed to take 10 lbs.

of food only with them to Germany.
Germany is facing a new winter
of starvation. Thousands of
prisoners * have saved month by
month and year by year their very
hard earned small pay and allowed
themselves nothing, to be able to
take some tins of lard which is
most urgently needed, and other
provisions to their hungry relatives.
Many have come to terms with the
repeated postponement of  their
repat. date and given themselves
to 'saying “ From this country I

| ean help my relatives in a smail

degree by sending food, specially
lard with Germans repatriated to
Germany.” All this has become im-
possible by the new Order. It hag
therefore caused a special exasper-
ation as the tendency of that Order
cannot be understood. The pro-
visions in question are available on
the free market in Egypt, can be
bought in the ecanteens -of the
P.o.W. Camps and consumed by
the P.0.W.s in any quantity. Why
are they not allowed to save and
take home? Nobody will be put
behind and the spent money rests
with the country. Finally the idea
that the treatment of the P.o.W.s

is not being eased or become. better

'as would be in the natural develop-

ment of things and with the grow-
ing distance from’ the end of the
war; but on the. contrary becomes
harder and severer, causes very
destructive’ and embittering effects.
The prisoners cannot seec any
reason why they, already being put
behind by d later repat.,, shali
additionally be diseriminated wvery
badly and severely those fellows
who wereso happy to be repatted, at
an earlier date and ‘who were
allowed to take any. quantity of
food, urgently needed in starving
Germany, free and without limit.

HI.

A ‘further great hardship and
exceedingly heavy mental load 1s
the treatment of the P.o.W.s put
under “ Automatic Arrest” (A.-A.),
namely those, whose identity s
assummed to be of a war criminal
demand, or will be used as a
witness in such a trial, They are
kept here for an unlimited time,
often, without knowing the reason
and without zentence. Though the
British Authorities had at least
two years to dispose of to check
the identity and make enqguiries, in
pumerous cases the prisoners con-
cerned ‘were put under “A.-A.” 1
few hours before their repat,, in
two cases taken down from the
trooper in Port Said. 1t is thought
that it would be no exaggeration to
‘call  this ° method * mental ill-
treatment.” Beside all aspects of

uocedule con-
Jn:the Allled

humamty, 1s such 8
e

‘| which they are not convicted. The
retention of a Pjo.W. who, accord-
ing to his category and number of
points, ‘is due’ fdr rcpat .» 18 nothingz
but. punishment,

Example & A P.o,W., rank
Oberfeldwebel, * 'was . put  under
‘A.-A)” in December 1945 without
being’ informed ‘' about this fact,
because he had been mistaken for his-
brother, a Lieutenant who died in
the war., His statements were not
believed. He pointed out, that the
last  Officer - .commanding  his
deceased brother was: in the same’
camp and could be interrogated.
This was refused. Yet not until a
Member of the House of Commons
(Mr. Stokes), who was requested to
do so, intervened, was the case
taken up again.and the interroga-
tion of the Commanding Officer
carried out and prospects came of
the releage of the' prisoner con-
cerned, reversing the .decision of
Higher Authliorities.  Up to date
this man has not ‘bhéen repatted.,
though suffering from severe asthma,
he was scheduled since April this
year by British Medical Officers for
immediate repat. Thisg ‘iz only one
of dozens of ‘cases.

It is easily to be understood that
the feeling of complete’ outlawry
especially ~ harasses' these - P.0.W.5
most severely ‘and dnves I‘ht,m 0
'despair, i

1v.

The P.o.W.s gratefully appreciate
that the majority of Officers com-
manding ‘the Po.W. Camps and
the Working Company, are honestly
endeavouring to' ease the' fate of
the P.0.W. by means of good food,
organlscitmn of cauteens and quiet
rooms, = sports, ~broadeasting, film
shows, theatres and concerts as well
as giving the possibility for educa-
tion. The P.o.W.s appreciate quite
well that according to the special
situation in Egypt their freedom of
movement eannot be extended as in
the case in thé United Kingdom.
But they cannot appreciate the

cruelty of punishment, which is
often applied to- slight offences,
even to inadvertancy. In many

casés  the deverest . sentence—28
days arrest—is at once inflieted, in
most cases the degree of punish-
ment is not in proportionm to the
degree of offence of the convict.

For example: Récently a P.o.W.
was sentenced to 14 days arrest
and on pain of losing his working
points, i.e., ‘extension of his
captivity for many months hecause
he had overlosked the commando
flag of a passing British Military
car and did not salute. Many stich
examples could be' given.

The ecruetty of such degrees of
punishment  mudt operate very
severe offects, as the P.0.W.s, in
the third to fifth year of their
captivity, in the whole, are no
more in possession of -their mental

capability or resistance, and are
(C'ont-mued on Page 4.)

pumshed in gd¥ance for crm-ies of

The sacred edifiee of British *“ democracy ”

of Lincolnshire.

is by hand and pneumatic drill; blasting impairs the quality of the stone, 2
We learn that 50 P.0.W.s, working in-a quarry near Sheffield, said to be owned by -

. three tons.

. 1.C.L, staged a one-day strike because of bad working conditions.
conditions, living on a poor diet, these German prisoners were expected to increase production :
These workers slave for 7/- per fortnight. -

by B50%.
capitalist democracy.

iminediaie imptisonment and an end put to their repatriation.
foreman, supported the view that it is impossible to get a higher output eut of the P.o.W.s’
jecause of .insufficient food. To date, these worlers refuse to do the extra work.
irade union organisation and treated on the level of slaves, they look ‘to the best elements
in the British trade union movement to help them in the batile for a decent Sigandard of Hving
Trade Unionists must struggle side by side with these workers
to attaim similar rights te those won by thé British workers,

and for speedy repatriation.

The stone is for the new. chamber of the ¥ouse of Commons. Quarrying :

" is being rebuilt with slave laboyr.
ahove shows German Prisoners of War quarrying stone at Holywell, near the Ruiland border

These workers soon got a taste of .
Instead of having their grievances settled, they were threatened with
We understand that the British.

The pictare

Each block weighs

Working under arduous

Denied

Aglt Roy on Tour in lndla

Great Welcome

News from India -indicates that to be an independent party. In eon-

Comrade Ajit Roy’s national tour
is meeting with a great response.

The following report is taken
from the “ NEW SPARK?”, organ
of the Indian Trotskyists.

Caleutta—

Comrade Ajit Roy addressed foar
meetings in Calcutta and its work-
ing class suburbs, organised by the
Caleutta Distriet Comunittee of the
Bolshevik Leninist Party of India.

The first meetihg was held on
November  6th at the Islamia
College Hall. Comrade Z. H.
Khan, a well-known Trade TUnion
leader id Bengal and member of
the Calcutta District Committee of
the B.I.P.I. presided. Comrade
Roy in his address. outlined the
causes’ that led imperialism o
change its policy in India. Im-
perialism has switched over from
a policy. of direet eolonial. rule o
one of indireet rnle, By enlisting
the support of the Indian Bour-
geoisie, it has extended its soeial
base in the country. 'The new
arrangement meant an increase in
the share of the ' exploitation of
India for the indigenous capitalists.
But as far as the masses wete
concerned there cam be no talk of
freedem. Comrade Roy exposed
the class eollaborationist policies of
the - Stalinist Party which has
abandoned the path of the socialist
revolution. As for the Socialists,
they are not even makmg a ‘claim

clusion, Ajit Roy:issued & call for
a complete break from eapitalist
ideology, and the building of a
genuine - revolutionatry communist
party.

WELLINGTON SQUARE

MEETING

An open air meeting was held
on the significance of the Russian
Revolation. Comrade Roy said
that today it is the Fourth Inter-
national alone which carries or the
traditions of Bolshevism. 1t is the
only international organisation that
has. ingcribed on its banner, the
overthrow of the rule of the
capitalists and the establishment of
socialism through the rule of the
workers,

TITAGHUR MEETING —
MANDEKAR’S RELEASE
DEMANDED

- A meeting held in the working
class stronghold of Titaghur was
organised by the Titaghar Paper
Mills Empleyees” Union, This was
attended by over 4,000 workers,
After Comrade Roy spoke, a reso-
lution demanding the immediate
and unconditional rclease of Com-
rade Anant Mandekar was unanim-
ously passed. Another resolution
demanded the immediate repeal ‘of
repressive laws and the release of
pohtmall and class war prisoners
in the Province.

LARGE WORKERS’
DEMONSTRATION
The Raniganj Toeal of the
B.L.P.I. called upon the workers
to celebrate Russian Revolution
day. In response to the Party's
call; the workers hoisted red Rags
and a huge demongtration of over
2 000 workers was held. 'The pro-
cession, headed by banpers of the
Fourth  International, marched
through the working c]asq aress,

The meetmg was Dresided over
by Comrade Ramapati Pandey, a
worker in the Paper Mills. Before
the start of the meeting; the Chair-
man hoisted the flag of the Iourth
International. The audience hon-
oured the flag by giving the
clenched fist salute. Comrade Ajit
then ‘spoke.

IN MADRAS
Workers’ Demonstration at

Central Station
Madras—

Comrade Ajit Roy aLIIVGd here
by the Calcutta Mail. Nearly 500
workers gathered at the Central
Station to welcome him., He is
due to address several meetings in
the City. He has been invited to
address several Trade Unions: and
College Unions. In addition, he
will address a public meeting at ths
Gokhale Hall and a mass rally at
Tilak Ghat. organised by the
Madras District Committee of the

B.L.PI.




Organ of the Revolutionary
Communist Party
256, HARROW ROAD,
LONDON, W.2.
Phone : CUN 2526.
HEditor: E, GRANT
Business Manager: D. GRAY

]

1948 & Production

The main theme which: the
Government and the capitalist

“.class seek to impress on the

minds of the workers in the
outlook for 1948 is the need
for inereased efforts and
exertions on their part to 111-
crease production.

The propaganda drive of
the last few years has had a
definite: suceess, as evidenced
by the figures of production
for 1947, particularly iu its
closing weeks. All estimates
tend to agree that over-all

production has increased from |

10 to 209, g@bove pre-war.
But the improvement last
year was not reflected in a
proportionate increase in the
real standards of the workers.
Ounly profits have risen to
record levels. Nor will this
year be any different unless

. there is pressure and struggle

s erisissas-early-as-April-of this

Lyear.

. reforms

on the part of the workers.
#* *

The position of British
capitalism is such that it is
compelled to lean heavily on
the assistance of American]
Imperialism to tide the
capitalists over the next few
years. They admit that with-
out this, the crisis for capital-
ism is -inscluble. Anxiously
the British Press reflects
developments in America.
They write that if the Mar-

*

-shall aid is delayed, there is.

the possibility ‘of a- finaneial

Dlenty.

‘the theme of
‘good * “from cabin boy to million-

| then 3 roubles of the o]d for 2

:rnnh]nu for tha.now.

widespread interest among

They have :I‘llbtlfldl)]y pomted out |
that Russla is the only couitry.|
which was over-run by the Nawis
which has succeeded in ﬁnanua]h
stabiliring itself.

"The swift recovery & due to the
nationalisation of alt the means of
production in the country and their
concentration in the hands of the
state, IMirst on the battlefield, and
now in the race for production,
the superiority of state ownershin
and planning over the chaos .md
anarchy of “free enterprise” is
demonstrated in  practice.

However, this is only one side
of the problem. As important is
the effect of this conversion on the
masses of the Russian people. Lt
has been falsely described by the
Stalinists as an unmitigated boon
preparing a future of unhounded

An analysis of the facts chows
the contradictory character of this
development.

Relation Between Old and
New  Roubles

All cash lhas been exchanged at
the ‘rate of 10 old roubles for one
new rouble. Ivery strata of the
population thus loses 90% .of the
value of their ecash in hand, or an
that which they have hoarded.

This provision hits particulariy
hard at the peasantry, especially
the upper layers who accumulated
tens - of ' thousands, hundred of
thousands, and in many cases.
millions of roubles during the war.
Numerons collective farmers hecame
“rouble millionaires ® whom the
Stalinists in Russia and Britain
endeavomed to picture ar having
“earned ¥ this surplus by their own
eﬁorts We recall Reg. Bishop’s
“ Soviet Millionaires” as an ex-
ample of the Stalinist propaganda
which did not differ from the pro-
paganda of American capitalists on
“local boy makes

aire,” ete, Today, forgetting these
tales, they denounce the “ specula-
tors” who did wéll out of the
war. Here they ale at least nearer
the truth.

At the rsame time, state loans
accounts and savings in the banks
are to be reconverted. Deposits up
to 3,000 roubles will exchange at
the rate of one to one.

Deposits up to 10,000 roubles:
one to one for the fipst 3,000, and

‘further reduetion in the standards

|BEHIND _THE'

BY TED GRAN'I‘

the Brilish woirkers.

be remarked, was not .between
rationed and unrationed goods,
essentials and luxuries, but. be-
tween rationed and unrationed
goods—bread, meat, butter, etc.—
which could be bought on or off
the ration. (One kilo of wheat
bread on the ration cost 3
roubles while its * free ” price was
about 120 or 150 roubles). . . .
In the middle.of the war, when
transport and distribution of
food was’ disrupted the spontan-
eous rise im prices was even
higher than in 1944.”
Prices of so-called luxuries, of
course, rose to even more fantastic
levels than those of - bare
essentials,”

Prices Of Necessities
Raised Last Year

In the intervening period, from
the post-war reconstruction to the
present, the bureaucracy strenu-
ously endeavoured to bring down
the price of goods on the * free”
market. In 1946, the prices on the
free market were ‘only’ 3, 5, o 6
times higher than the- rationed
prices. “In .the course of 1946
the commercial prices in Govern-
ment shops were reduced at least
three times—by the end of the year
they were roughly 509% lower than
at its beginning.” (* Economist,”
20th December 1947).

And the * Economist’ basing
itself on official Russian CGovern-
ment decrees and statistics, adds:
“, . . the extremely low prices for
goods bought on the ration were
lalsed by 200 - 300% in September
1946,

At the same time as prices of
workers’ necessities were raised by
this fantastic level, thus constitu-
ting an attack on the meagre
standard of living of the Russian
workers, minimam rates of ouiput
for the same wage wefe raised by
20 to 2b6%. This constituted a

which could only be made up by an
increased intensity of labour. At
the rame tiine, piece-rates in Russia
were - made nniversal for

culture.. They have been extended
to ‘the remaining industries where
time-rates were still the rule.

Because. of the drastic-fall which |-

this would have meant for the
lowest | paid -strata ‘of the workers,
all : workers  earning helow 900
roubleq a. month had .their Waa‘e%
rai;

British ecapitalism is
dependent on the whims of
Wall Street.

However, it is virtually
certain, with a longer or
shorter delay, that aid will be
fortheoming and on this basis
small concessions and seme
improvements on the present
standards imay be granted.

* ¥ . *®

But the long term outlook
for British capitalism and for
the working class is bleak in-
deed.

as well as of the Labour
leaders. 'They stress that
wages and prices must be on'
*“ economic levels”, that is,
as low as they can keep them,
in order to face increasing
competition on the world
market . once the world 're-
¢overy has taken place and
the present shm"tages of goods
has ended.

Increased production on the
basis of a continuanee of the
capitalist system will not
solve the problems of the
working class. On the con-
trary, it will merely be the
prelude to the next great
erisis in the form of over-

production and stump, and its}

accompanying Teatures of
mass unemployment and low
wages, The reformist poliey
of the- Labour leaders ecan
only prepare such a debacle
in the years which lie ahead.

The internal position of |

Britain and the world situa-
tion calls not for the timid
of * the Labour
leaders. Tt calls for a radical
transformation of the whole
of society. ;

Only, the nationalisation of
all industry without compens-
ation and the establishment of
demoeratlc workers’ control
over production; with a
REAL PLAN of production
‘based . upen common owner-
ship ean prepare a bhetter
future for the British
workers, '

&

\part of which have been subscribed

1new lottery loan of December 13th,

This is shown in the |
uiterances of the employers|

and the lowering of the production
'of consumer goods to the absolute
Jinimum-—already
by
'the -

‘tremendous inflation of the . cur-
‘rency took place.

duction of gooda.

iwould be for the curency to lose

Despite the propaganda of the
‘Stalinists ‘to_ the contrary, this
applies in Russla ag in other

[countries because of the laws of
commodity production, which the
.uge of money proves still exict in

futes :

litalist production prevail,

‘Over 10, 000° roub]es “the ﬁrsb
10,000 as above, and the balance at
the rate of 2 roubles of old money |
to one rouble!of new monéy. :
Bonds on the state loans, a great

by the workers and peasants, will
be reconverfed at the rate of 3
roubles in old bonds to one rouble of
bonds in the new loan, into which
all pr eviously issued state Ioans and |
savings bank certificates have been
exchanged.

Bonds of the state lottery loan: of
1938 are to be exchanged for the

1947, which earries interest of »%,
at the rate of 5 roubles for the old,
to one rouble for the new.
Meanwhile, wages are to u'mam .
unchanged, And - rationing is|
abolished,

Inflation
During the war, owing to th:
tremendous destructinn in Russia

incredibly low
Western standards — plus
Issumg of roubles by the
Nazis in the occupied territories, a

This' meant the

printing of millions and millions of
notes without a corrcsnrmdmfr in-

Thus, accordmg

to economic laws the tendency

its value, i.e, for prices to: rise.

This simultaneounsly re-
the Stalinist claim that
Socialism has been established in
Russia.

Russia.

Laws of Money Cireulation
Continue :
The laws of money circulation, of

tinues in the transitional economy
where most of the features of cap-
During
the war, an absolute minimum of
certain necessities were guaranteed
(although the rations were not
always honoured) at low fixed
prices. This was like the rationing
of foods and other commodities at
fixed prices in the eapitalist
countries: of Burope.: But no-one
could exist on the bare rations.
The people were compelled  to
supplement - them in the so-called
“ free ~ market.” This  *“free
market ’ was, in fact, a lega}p ed
black market similar to the situa-
tion in France today, where -the
black market is tolerated although
nominally it is illegal. In Russia,
it was officially recognised as a free
market by the Government.

By 1944, it has been calculated
that so-called commercial prices

the produetion- o¢f values still eon- |’

dzd not compens" fd the indrease

in prices.

and Abo_htlon of Ratmmng in Russaa

all | ¢
branches of industry and even agri-

The abolition of rationing and the devaluation of the Russian’ i'oﬁbla has aroused
The fuli lmpilcatlon
have not been made clear by the Stalinisis In Russia or this country.

limited e},tent by this 1ef01n1 The
main driving force behind the rve-
introduetion of a stable currency is
the endecavour to increase produc-
tion by giving an incentive to piece-
work, 'This is = Dbased purely on
capitalist prineiples inherited from
the past. It.is on this basis and
the tremendous achievements of
reconst¥uetion  which brought in-
dustry up to: pre-war production,
that the end to the inflation and
a stabilisation .of currency has heen
prepared, -

Conversion Will Imcrease

Inequality
Far from . hltrdduﬁing socialist
equality the “conversion has pre-

eisely the opposite effect, It is true
that for certain basic minimum
demands suech -as bread, the prices
will be actually 1'e.dug3(zd. But man
does not live by bread alone. The
reason for the rationing of goed-
is to emsure “ fair shares for all”
even in capitalist countries such as
Britain, The abolition of ration-
ing introduces a more 'subtle forin
of rationing—too well understood

bv the workers everywhere—
¢ rationing by the size of the
pulse” U

Bureaucratic Inefﬁcien'cy

After the long enforced abstin-
ence due to the war and even before
the war, there-has been a rush ou
goods~—even at the high: prices for
those whick havce heen withdrawn
from the ration. The better-off
layers of the population are frantic-
ally purchasing everything they can
lay their hands on. And according
to the correspondent. of the “ Daily
Telegraph,”. after wages were paid
on  December 19th in the new
cutrency :

the smuatmn at the end of
the ﬁrqt week after ‘the end of
rationing, reveals a chaotic state
of affairs. . Food shops werc
hesieged by enormous queies. No
" person was allowed to buy at one
time more than strictly limited
amounts of ‘butter, meat, sugar,
cheese and other produce, regard-
less. of the size of his household.

Bread became practically un-:
obtainable, and what could be pot
was of poor ‘quality. Eggs he-
came unobtamahle

As a result prwes rocketed m_
the = open-air' collective - farm.

‘markets, - where prices .are un-
c{mtroiled

Soon met, butter,

A
s sS'lgidc‘igroﬂ‘icu‘:v,lf ‘prices.” .

. The” 1neﬁium1cv

From the ﬂbove, it ean be seen
j that the workers henefit only to a

- With

of the Russian workers.

6,000 roubles.”

an unskilled worker's wege i

I the fellowing table, we took as our point. of depariure, the assumption that o Russion

; the cuwéncy reform
published figures of prices of different commodiies in Russia.
1928 no figwres iwhatsoever have Teen published as regards veal wages, cost of Hwving or index

of retail prices, we can use these ofﬁomi fgwes to gef« some picture of the standard of living .

I'he Stalinist statistics include in the : !
eugineers skilled, unskilled and even the charwomen.
Plan is fulfilled the unskilled worker will recewe less than 500 roubles.

cmcy_ in'. their . uncontrolled
domination: of the ‘regime is revealed

of this change

L wages.

of  the bureau- |

TED GRANT

by the comments of Pravd‘l ” ang
“*Izvestia * on this sitnation.  With
regard to the queuen, © Pravth”
wrote :

“ Often their presence is ex-
plained by lack of organisationzal
ability on the part of the trading

© organisations and various small
' shortcomings in ' the shops—
-shortage of scales, cash registers
not in good condition and so on.”’
* * * *

anversidn Under
Lenin And Trotisky -

This is not the first time that
such steps have had to be taken
in  Russia, The . rouble was
restored to a stable hasis in e
period . 1922-24 Dby Lenin snd
Trotsky., But so far had the run-
away inflation gome at that time,
that ‘oné rouble in the new currency
was made equal to - 50,000 old
roubles issued in 1923, -or to
5,000,000 roubles of the old cur
rency: issued In 19‘)2 But no such
glaring differences in wages were
introduced to enhance and intensify

inegqualities between different strata

of the population. The bureau-
cracy, even after the beginning of

its degeneration, weré compelled to

live approximately at the level of
the workers on working-men's
Despite this, though Lenm
and Trotsky were alarmed at the
growing tendency of the hureaa-
cracy to raice itself above the level
of the working class with the hack-
wardness of Russia and the failure
of the revolution in the West. they
were compe]Ied to take to rapltahst

| forms in order to put industry and

trade .on .its feet. But the Bol-
sheviks declared openly the capital- |
ist character. of this- -dperation
which' introduced ‘the “norms of
bourgeois right ”’ in the dlstrlbutmn
of obJeetx‘ of cousumptwn

) __Essential |
: 'iﬁ the.paé’t, thc' St'ﬂ'liriist bﬁrea‘ﬁ_-
cracy did enormous damage to the

{Continued on Pane 4)

and Bnhsh

A COMPARISON

end the abolition of rationing, the Russian Governwnent
In view of the fact that sinee

According to the fourth Five Fear Plcm Y the average  annual earning per worker
kand and brain engaged in the national industries of the U.S.8.R., shall increase by 1950 1o
According to this Plan the ‘average ecrnings will be 500 roubles per wmonth.
Y, the incomes of directors of factories, chief
Therefore, it is certain thai even if the

13

wterage

s far below this.

worker earns 600 roubles per month or. 1884 roubles per week.

that this is much higher thon the income aciual!y earned by the mass of the Russign workers, .

purticularly the uwnskilled,

And on. the other hand, as the basis for price calowlation, we have taken the p?‘iOﬁS from,
Zone, 1, in which prices are the lowest in Russia and which were published in the Soviet

were 40 or 50 times higher than
those of rationed .goods. ~ The
“ Feonomist * of 20/12/47 says :

“ This enormous gap, it ‘must

Weekl(u Supplement, December 18th, 1947. =

Columwn. 8 in owr. table shows how many units of wheat bread, for exm)?ple « Ruas'.:rm
eworker can buy, who lves in Zone 1, for 138.4 roubles per week.

Column 4 shows how many wnits on English worker could buy for his full week’'s wages,
on the basis of average weekly earnings of £5 38 6d. (awerage figure of Ministry of Labour
Survey for British workers, April 1947). : : ;

The comporison shows that the Russian workers’ wages, comparative to prices, are far
lower than in Britein. .Thus, if o British: worker spends his full week's wages on bread
alone, he can buy 9.5 times more than his Russion brother; beef 7 to 11 times move; Dutter
15 times more and men’s shoes { times more, éto.

NUMBER OF UNITS AVERAGE WEEKLY' WAGES CAN BUY
1. ; : 2. 3. 4,
Commodity Unit Russia Britain
Wheat Bread (first grade) ........... TSR Ibs. © 50.2 480.7
5 5 (second ,, ) W 76 —_—
" Rye Bread ............... 4 109 _
Beef .......... i 10,8 79-129
Gt S GRG0 5 4.9 T2
Pints 69-97 247.2
Ibs. 22.2 412
..... Number 99-138 706.3
1bs. 1.9 36.4
5 4.1 4.2
......................... Pints 17.3 88.2
Cigarettes ..........co0. Number 557 618
Men’s shoes ....cvvvviiiriieinans Pairs 0.5 2-4.5
Women's shoes  ............. » 0.5 1-4
Women's jackets, semi-wool Number 0.7 1.1-2.3
Stockings, women’s ' cotton. ..... Pairs 19.4 25-27
Crepe-de-Chine  .........iccoiviiiiiiiaanis Yards 1.7 23-25
Men’s suits; single-breasted, semi-wool Number 0.3 0.6-1.5
Men's suits, wool .....oc.oiiiiiiiiin i o 0.1 0.2-0.3
Rubber overshoes ...............ioo. Pairs 2.1 2.5
Women’s cotton dresses ... Number 0.2 - 356
Women's woollen dresses .......cueiveireecesiinss i 0.7 0.8-2.1
Matches o il b it iR e Boxes 692 824
Combs, women's toilet, ... Number 24.6 103-154
Gramophones’ ................ _ » 3;? _ 3-27
Radio . receiving sets (5 valve) ; » S i

Wrist watches ........... St

TRy T e ashavana

Standards__

by

Uerteinly, todey

"From the above, it is clewr

bolitical discussion

‘the united revolutionary party.

- he-Dratisnal-Co
deeide to réply favourably.

‘conferenee for close unity of action

calls upon the militants of tlm t]nu,

SOCIALIST

i\
APPLAL January, 1948

(2]
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Spl|t in French SP
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The Central Cemmittee of
the . Four,th International,

“ Revolutionary Socialist

The Central Committee of the
P.C.IL - records its satisfaction at
‘the resolution adopted by the
National Committee of the Sceializst
Youth (8.Y.) establishing funda-
mental  agreement  between  the
Socialist Youth and the P.C.I. and
the possibility of immediate fusion.
It considers that after a thorough-
[ going  discussion and  political
clarification, the three organisations
should participate in the econstruc-
tion of a wunified revolutionary
party.

As the first step towards unifica-
‘tion, the P.C.1. decided to organise
a ‘united front between the three
nlgamsqtmnq, above all in the trade
union field and in the factorics
with the aim of strengthening and
broadening the revolutionary trade

Commauniste Internationaliste

the revolutionary programm
Or ganisations.

Consequently, no serious obstacle
can arise to' the building of a
revolutionary party uniting - the
Seocialist: Youth and the P.C.L

It greets with joy the break with
the S.F.I.O. (Socialist Party) on
the part of the Revolutionary
Socialist Action group as well as
the desire expressed 'at its national
conference to participate in the re-
groupment of all revolutionary
militants  and¥ organisations. Tt
notes that the political motion
adopted by the R.8S.A. defines
essentially a political orientation
similar to that of the Socialist
Youth and. the Parti Communiste
Internationaliste and that, conse-
quently, it appears desirable from
now. on, after a thorough-going
and clarifica-
tion, for the three organisations to
participate in the  construction of

In ‘the immediate period 'ahead.
mtitteeof-the %Y
to the
proposal formulated by the R.S.A.

It considers thit this . unity of
action must be realised in the first
place in the industrial field and

Democratie Party of France.

Unity Talks
With Trﬁtskyists

the P.C.1., French Section of
adopted -a resohition at ity

Plenum on December -21st, 'welcoming the break of the

Action” with . the Social

union tendency * Front Odvriere
and to propose ‘the holding of
regional conferences towards the
establishment of this united front
and for the conduct of a joint
eampaign for trade union unity.

The C,C. also recommended to its
youth seetion to participate in the
regroupment of the revolutionary
youth as the first step on the road
towards the regroupment into a
united revolutionary party.

The C.C. greets the decision of
the Socialist Youth authorising the
militants of this organisation to
work in ene of the revolutionary
adult organisations and welcomes
the Socialist Youth comrades who
‘have come to reinforce the ranks
of the French Section of the Fourth
International,

Resolution of the National Committee
of the Socialist Youth on

Revolutionary Umty
Adopted at its Meeting on December 13th and 14th, 1947,

The National Committee 0]‘ the Socialist Youth notes.
that the discussions and actions underiaken with the Pari

(P.C1) have demonstrated

ihat, despite some differences, fundamental agreement on

e exm‘; between onr tuo

organisations and the revolutionary
trade 'unionists. to  collaborate
closely in building up the revolu-
tionary tendency within the C.G.T.

During the months which have
passed the 8.Y. has been in the
front ranks of .the struggle for the
unification of the vanguard forces.
This struggle is not yet finished.
The prinéipal aim of the S.Y. re-
mains that. of working for the
construction of the revolutionary
party. DBut today oub organisation
must seek to, present itself before
the young workers in its real form
as a youth movement. Although
& great number of  our militants
are absorbed by adult tasls, the
Socialist Youth must broaden and
gather . to its ranks all-the youth
who are determined to qtmg.,;,lo
against capitalist oppression and to
be faithful to proletarian inter-
nationalism,

The National Connmttcu ealls
upon . all  young . revolutionists
[Tegardless ot IT"‘)?)TtlcaT
organisation they ‘belong to, to join
the ranks of the Socialist Youth, lo
build together with us, the organ-
isation .of the youth who remain
loyal to the elass struggle and to
the red -flag of the proletarian
revolution. ! : : /

Marxist

(nearest tube,

Lecturer :

What is Value ? — Importance

of lhu Classical Political Economy
of Political

Su-nday, Jan, 1

~ Sunday, Jan, 2
“ SURPLUS

Marxist Crltlclsm

NOTE :
'Lconomlcs

Thc other four leetums in ‘this series of seven on
will be elaborated in a later syllabus,
_syllabuses in these. Central lectures

Lecture Series on—
Economics
Held at ‘the R.C.P., 256 Harrow Road, W.2.
Commencing, Sunday, Janum'y 11th, at 7 pan.

Royal Qak).

A charge of 6d. will be made at the door.
L

LANDIS.

| LEGTURE I.
Sunday, Jan, 11tk at 7 p.m.
"THEORY OF VALUE”

of ' Theory of Value — Classical

Political Economy (Physm('mts Adam Smith, Ricardo) — Epigones.

(J. S. Mill) — Marx’s Gl‘lt!qllb
Economy. ;

LECTURE T1I.

8th, at 7 p.m.

“THEORY OF VALUE”
From Political Economy to Eéonomies — Criticism of the Subjective
Theory of Economics (Marginal Utility Theory of Value).

; LECTURE III.

5th, at 7 p.m.
VALUE”

Different Explanations by Bourgeois Economists of Surplus Value —
Marxist' Explanations of

Surplus  Value.

¢ Marxist -
Copies of all the

edn be obtained from the 1.D.C.

100" Years of the Communist

: Manifesto 1848 - 1948

Trotskyism Leads the Fight
for Commun-ism.

CONWAY HALL
Red Lion Square, W.C.1.
Friday, Feb. 6th, 7.30 p.m.

Speakers :
Rill Hunter Roy Tearse

" Kiducati O s G d
Lo;fggnl,o%2 rganiser omrade J. Smith, 256 .Harrow Road,
PUBLIC MEETING DEBATE

“'Which Party Should the
Working Class Support .

GE0. HANSEN (R.C.P.)
D. FENWICK (S.P.G.B.)

EALING TOWN HALL

(Lecture Ruom),

JThursday, 5th Feh., 7.30 p.m.

Questions and Discussion.

i
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(Continued from e
diplomaey of Stalin

1y
needs

tie
acventiuves.

Y/hat Pollitt Said iSefore

~ While it seemed ' that Anglo-
American imperialism would arrive
at o compromise favourable to
Stalin, Pollitt and Co., were pre-
paired to sacrifice the iuterésts of
“the working el to cement that
unhoty alliance. The workers were
taught that capitalist imperialism
could live peacefully side by side
with Russia and eould be trans-
formed peacefully into  Socialism.
Werikes . were  Dbroken “and  the
workers taught not to press too
. hard for better conditions ‘to
demounstrate to the eapitalist class
that the Stalinists could be real
allieg.  All this is. to be clearly
seen in the policy statements issued
by the C.P. during this period.

_Stalin's Diplomatic Tools

But the international situation
deteriorated. - The. relations between
‘Russia and its  satellite powers,
and Anierica with Britain and its
satellites grew worse. It became
clear that new tasks would he set
the Stalinist Parties in° the
Western countries. :

The first straw in the wind was
the formation of the Cominform.
This was followed by the adoption
of a more aggressive policy on the
part. of the Stalinist Parties on
the Continent. Now it is the turn
of the British Stalinists.

It is too early to say whether
the new line will he fully operateq
and a complete change of policy
will be made, or whether it is still
largely o threat, aimed at the
Government to adopt a .more
friendly attitade towargds Russian
demands . . . or else ! Certainly,
the policy can readily he changed
again to the Right, and as easily.
The new Anglo-Russian = trade
agreement will ensure that at least
in those industries eatering for the

Russian frade the Stalinists will
pursue’ the old policy. DBut the
deterioration of the relations he-

tween DBritain and Russia has most
definitely reached the stage when
greater pressure against the
Government will be made through
Pollitt and his organisation.

Analyse The Ch@nge
Ouar

primarily as a consequence of the
needs of the working class 'of this
country, but in Hue with the
foreign vpolicy of Stalin, may. be
hard- to swallaw for many loyal
members of that Party. Neverthe-
- lesg, an examination of Pollitt's
statement, and the counterposing of
the arguments fer the new “line
against the arguments of yesterday
should speedily convinee those who
are capable of- reasoning “dnd’ da
not act ‘out of hlind doyalty, that
what we say is true:

Pollitt’s Justification

Limten  to Pollitt cxplaining th
basis of the new policy & -

“YWhat are the main features
'of ' the
That the differences which existed
hetween the Big  Three Powers
during the wax, both in regard
to strategy and war aims, have,
because of the policy of the
U.S.A, and Britain in refusing
any genuing forms: of économic

and political - co-operation with |

the Soviet, deepened to the point
where today there exist in the
Cworld two different camps.”

Clonsequently :

¢, . it is necessary that im-
portant changes in the policy of
the Communist Party to meei
this situation should be made.”
But, while Pollitt now says :

« . the development of two
camps was not aceidental (which
should have been self-évident 1o
and predictable by any honest
Marxist—J.H.) but arose out
of fundamental differences in

statement that the Com-
munist Party changes its policy not ¥

international situation 7 |

te Against

regard  to - defeating  ibiex. |
Augly and American huperialism
wese omy concerned wo get rid
of their coinpetitors in the wortu
markets and presecve  tneny
dominani position in the woriu
marlkets, . . .7 i
Let it be vecalled that it wasg he
and his party who most vioieitly
opposed the Revolutionary Com-
munists, who congistently taught
the workers that this development
wis  inevitable unless capitalism
was overthrown,

“Seare Stories”

In reply to these arguments of
the Trotskyists, Pollitt &neered, in
“How to Win ihe Peace,” Rept.
1944, * who really beliéves the scare
stories of the coming demination of
the rest of Ilurope by Anglo-
American imperialism? . . .

In a later pamphlet he returned
to this question and went even
further @ “ We now live in a world
where the most powerful section of
the capitalist class no longer has as
its main aim the.destruction of the
Soviet Union, but recognises that
there is mo real solution for the
basic posi-war problems except in
co-operation with the Soviet Union
and with the mew popular demo-
eratic governments now arisimg in
Europe.” (* Answers to Ques-
tiens,” page 9).

Carried Toe Its Conelusion

And this monstrous deception
was pursued to its logieal end in a
whole series of pamphlets in whicit
the C.P.. advoeated: that it was
possible for world peace to he main-
tained without the overthrow of
capitalism, that state capitalism
was & progressive poliey fto be
purhed forward and supported by
the working class together with.the
progressive capitalists, that capital-
ism could he peacefully transformed
into socialism and, that, Churehill,
Tden and their gang could . be
looked upon as faithful allies m
this fransition !

This policy, which caused = con-
giderable revolt within the Party.
could only be underitood as the
necessary outcome of Stalin's
diplomatic needs and aspirvations
of 1944-1945.

Pollitt Squirms

The change in line is very difi !
to justify, and, Pollitt squirris an
reply to Morgan Phillips, who 1n
the “Daily Perald”, correetly
aceuses the Cemmunist Perty of
advocating  “hbefore’ the General
Flection” a * National Govern-
ment to be formed from ° 2ll Parties
supperting  the dedisions of the
Crimean © Conference.” [In cther
words, ' a
under Mr. Churechill.”
¥ Pollitt trigd to !
« Daily Worker,” that this was not
true

“ The official poliey cof ot

. Party,” he repligd, * was stated
in its election manitesto as: *The
key to the future
of the Tories and the return to
Parliament of a malority of
Labour and Communist mem-
bers. ™

_Qome Off It!

Come off it, Pollitt ' Remembar
the opposition at the 1945 Con-
gress 7 And -what was the crisis
.about in the C.P. at the January
1946 Congress ? Tet us reeall 'a
few facts., o

The Abertillery . delogate to the
1945 Congress moved an amend-
ment to the poliey resolution pro-
posing that progressive unity shonki
exclude any gection. of the Tovies.
John Gollan, on behalf of the
Executive, nrged the delegates to
reject the Abertillery motion, be-
cause the C.P. could not nfford te
turn its back on any allies, no

" German Pastors’ Appeal

(Continued from Page 2.y
mueh more sensible of such punish-
ment than anybody else.

* e o

We  German  Viears, unow a8
P.o.W.s in Beypt, have consciously
Deen silent to the Publie of the
unnecessary cruelty and partly open
injustice, as for example corporal
ill-treatment of P.o.W.s in deten-
tion compounds, and have en-
deavoured to bring these things out
of the world by means of personat
interviews with British Authorities,
in the opinion that this was due to
autocratic orders - by subordinates,
as it happens in every human com:
munity. We havé earnestly asked
ourselves whether we may leave
that out of the question any longer
in the present sitmation. We had
thereby in mjnd, that—with good
people  and - the
Evangelische Kirche woere  re-
proached with having been, silent
where we should have spoken. The
Evangelische Kirche in Germany
has shown  its penitence to the
whole world for this neglect in the
Declaration of Stuttgart in October
1945, ! )

In earnest self-examination we
have' come to the opinion, tl}at
being. further silent to the injustict
have heen exercised and being exer-
cised yet, we would become gnilty
with regard to our office to take
eare of the souls, which is ordered
us: to our conseience, to our
tvangelische Kirche in Dentsehland
and to our German people ; to own
fellow prizoners, and last but not
least to God the Lord. at whose
tribunal we all will have to ju-tifs
ourselves onee. We would have te
be silent if our late enemies of the
bygone war told us, that were their
intention tor reap reveunge and re-
taliation upon us. In that casxe we

how the terrible rule of vengeance

have not said se, but have formally
proclaimed that they came in the
name of justice and humanity, and
in the spirit of Christendom havine
taken part in the war and ended 1t,

and they intended - to lead our
people in this. spirit. on a aew
track. ‘

But this gives us the courage anid
the right: it is our holy duty as
spiritnal fathers of our brethren
in captivity with us, )

to pray with all earnesiness 74

the. Brifish people, ity {orvern-

ment, ond leading officials .7
longer to  remain ingelire
wpon the sight of injustice
having  been  committed  ond
st being  comnitied  on the
Po.W.s in"M.E.; lut fo toke
practical, . efficient and  fasi

measwies to comfort the iiminense
mental need and despair of these
prisoners, which is ertending
Trom. day to day
We feel the bitter, deep sorrow,
that otherwise our fellow-prisoner:
in the Middle East will lose thp
lagt and best thing we have
trying to show them in the spirit of
Christ: the belief and the con-
fidence that this world is not ruled
by power, not in the spirit of
revenge  and vengeance, not
right of the powerful will have fhe
last word; but thnt social lifc
within the people and pceople arnong
each other is possible in the ~pinit
of right, justiee, humanity, recon-
ciliation and brotherly assistance.
In the name and by order of
the Protestant Vicars, now
P.o.W.s in Egynt,
(8gd.) NORBERT RUECKERT,
Plarrer Dekan for Middle
East 380 P/W. Camp.

St

~would have told our fo]]n_v.--
prisoners :, Behold, where injustic:
and atheidm ean lead to; behold,

11 October, 1947.

‘Stalin’s Needs In 1944-45

National = Government |

“ndicate ‘in, the

is the . Jefeat:

operates. Then we wonld lave
bowed silently under God’w |
tribunal,  But our late . euemics

the

&

matter from what source t]_iey came.
There was one vote for the;
Abertillery amendment.

“Your Vote”— The . C.P.'s
Advice In The.
General Kiection

Itvery politically active worker
will remember the Election Special
issued by the Commanist Party
entitled “ YOUR VOTH’. It was
here .that 'Mr, Sensible (read
Pollitt) counselled the workers :
“‘ We've got Lo change, the House
of Commons and the Government
at the next. election. . But pro-
vided we get a mew House of
Commons with a strong majority
of Labour, Commumnist amd
Liberals, I -believe the Lahour
Party should then form a new
National Government and invite
others, including - Teries like
Churchill ' and Eden to partici-
pate.” Think  what a Govern-
ment like that could ‘do ! *

Forgotten
& Political Mistake ™

_Or perhaps Pollitt has forgotten
his own statement to the 18th
National Congress of November,
1945, when he admitted that :
“1t becomes clear, in the Hght
of the Blection re ults and the
political developments that had
taken place, that the proposal

(put forward after the Crimea

Conference) to form. a Coalition

CGovernment, including the Tories,

after the election, was a political

mistake.*’ \ :

All the wriggling in the world
will not get round the- fact that
Morgan Phillips was fundamentally
right in this particular criticism of
Stalinist poliey. |

But  wee to the Communist
worker who sighs with relief at the
new, line, who forgets or turng his
haek without further  thought on
the old line, and vays, Here's to
to-morrow ! Fov the new line 1s
no more the product of Marxist
thought- than the old.

The Little Maggot’

“In our anxiety to drive for
increaged: production.” Pollitt con-
fessed, “ we have sometimes done
far too little in the fight for

ted-Baiting

position’ where we. seemed to be
holding back the struggle for the
workers’ demands.” i
Thig seems- like an honest cob-
fession and criticism of past policy.
Unfortunately, so it will- be taken
by the. overwhelming majority “of
¢i.P. members. But there is a little
maggot in this apple which fell
from Pollitt’s confessional tree.. It
was not accidental that the C.I%
séemed to hold the workers back.
Tt was the necessary and inevitable
outcome. of the policy of class col-
laboration pursued by the Party
which = stemmed fiom Stalin’s
foreign policy at that time.
Justified Strike-Breaking
Pollitt’  justified -+ this  strike-
breaking at the 1946 Annual Con-
ference of the C.T., and agreed that
the activifies of the CLE. eompelled
“ pur comrades to be stigmatised as
strike-brealers and blacklegs.”’

“ Tt is: true,” he said in reply
to  eriticisms. of the TParty's
seabbing line in' . the = dock
strike, ‘“we. gave no lead for
ten days—and that was no crime
heeause we considered the strike

“ {0 be ill-advised. . . :/ OQur-line
was to advise the dockers to go
back to work . ... it was a
positive line and il needs fighting
for and becauss comrades got
chased in fighting for _it-—all
right~—it is not the first time and
it will not' be the last.”

(* World News and Views,”—
Report  of . Jan. 1946
Confevence of C.P.}.

Yes, Brother Pollitt, that B was

the Party line. That is why the
members of the C.P. not only
seemed, to, but did play a reaction-
gry role in the recent stroggles of
the working class. ~ That is why
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active strike-breaking - has * de-
moralised considerable sections of
the C.P. membérship.

We Will Fight Together

However, whilst we refuse to
forget the past, if the new line
means that the Stalinist militants
have the green light to go ahead
and fight, our militants will be
found together with them against
the trade uniom bureaucrats and
the. capitalist class. .

“ No further cuts or shortages for
the workers must be tolerated,”
said Pollitt, “and steps must b-
taken to secure for them immediate
wage advances to meet the rising
cost of living.” Last week, to say
this, to mean it, and fight for 1it,
was  “ Trotskyism ! But we
Trotskyists don’t mind if Dollitt,
for whatever reasons, has been
“ eonverted,” and is prepared to go
all out to achieve this aim.

“Seek To Work In Unity "
“ At all times,” he continued,

with -every section of the Labour
movement who have aims similar
to our own and who are desirous
of calling a halt  to the present
reactionary policies.”
“In every local Labour organ-
_isation and working-class loeality,
we should at once commence fo
popularise our general line of
policy, at the same time as we try
and win forms of united action
with all who are prepared to

“ we should seek to work in unity |-

be identified with the fight.”
Perhaps We Will Get
A Reply?

‘Our criticism of this “ _g\.rncm]
line* and its basis is sufficiently

the Stalinist organisers dared not
show their faees in Grimethorpe
during the recent miners’ strike.

'Not Isolated. Cases

Nor was the strike-breaking
against-the dockers an iselated in-
stance. Communist Workers I
Tmok through the files of the “Daily
Worker.” With the. exeeption of
the recent Savoy strike -and  the
half-hearted support "given to the
Clossor strike several months ago,
when the employers undertock 'to
sinash the Stalinist fraction in the
factory, the CLP.: has activelv

wages and conditions. and on
occeasions  placed owrselves. in o

-epposad - every strike.: The: shame
| that fellows in. the, wake of such

POLICY OF

been’ aholished and the ir
mode of production and d

~“this (0 be dn ihtefnafiona

of It's goal, the R.C.P. st

Workers' Government, on

A 1. The natiomalisation of
large financial, insurance,
transport enterprises without
isation on the basis of an over

State.

repayment of small savings,

4, Abolition of business s
open . to inspecticn
Committees,

B.

~

committees.
of a State-financed . national
tenants’ committees,

6.  Distribution of food, ¢
poods in short supply and the

co-gperatives,
simall shopkeepers.

-

i

must be fully maintained while
cf 40 hours without loss of ear
8. Abolition of the Monar

9.

law: clear out the reactionary
offirers from the ranks., The ¢
by the trade unions at the expe
of worker-ofticers.

illegalisation of anti-semitisin
hatred of any. description.

working class organisations to
defend workers’ . organisations,
fascist attacks.

i1,
their owi form of Goveérnment

12.  Unconditional defence

Russia, *
13. An end to secret
annexations or reparations bhase

with all occupation forces from

‘world socialism.

The Revolutionary Coni
establishment of a system of society in which. els
divisions and the expleitation of man by man have

‘prodiicec according to their ability and receive from
soclety according to-their needs.  The R

the British working cleass in clbse collahoration with ™
the workers and exploited masses of all lands, and s
‘united for this purpose on a world scale with revolu-
tionary Marxists of other lands in the organisatiou
of the Fourth Tnternational.

industrial

ol production at all stages in the hands of democratic
elected committees of workers and techpicians. y .
2. Foreign trade to be concentrated in the hands of the

by the Trade Unions: and Workers'

; Luxury hotels and mansions to he requ
existing housing space, to be controlled and allocated by temants’
An end to luxury building and the establishiment.

operated in cellaboration with the bu

with and uader the control of commitieds elected from. the
distributive trades,

A rising seale of wages to meet any incre
vost of living, to be assessed at regular intervals by workers'
- and. housewives' commitices and the ftrade: unions, with all
wages based om a gnarantced minmimum; a falling scale of hours
with no reduction in wages to absorb the unemployed, who

law of inheritance; the immediate repeal of all sirile-breaking
and anti-labour laws, and the ntroduction of full :electoral
vights for men and swomen in the armed forces. Gl

‘Dissolution of the standing army and its substitution
by a workers’ wmilitia; abolition of conscription and military

" natigns; the unconditional withdrawal of British troe

14, Unity. with the workers and oxyl()iteﬂ masses
lands in the struggle for the overthrow of capitalism and the
establishment of - a, United .Socialist "5t

THE RC.P-

munist Party stands for the

e

St
v}

itroduction of a' ¢ommunist
listribution in which: pgople

o , ‘declares
1 task, to be umtErgaten by

=1

well-known - to rveaders of the
“ Soeialist Appeal ” not to need re-
statement at this peint.  Dut,
in~ofar ag we agree with the need to
fight against the reactionary policy
of ‘the Labour leaders and the
Tyrade Union bureaucrats for better
wages and. conditions and on.many
other * guestions i which  tke
workers are in daily conflict with
the capitalist class, we take up
Pollitt’s appeal. Perhaps now we
will get a reply to some of our
| numerous  letters  addresced  to
Pollitt at King Street, proposing a
united front against the fascists
and on other questions? :

Lacking Revolutionary
Somamunist Base

Lacking a firm revolutionary
| communist bare—geared as it is to
bringing pressure ~to bear in the
.| interests of Stalin’s diplomaey—
the new policy ean well lead to an
adventuristic, ultra-leftism directed

against the. Labour Party and
Government, ~  Such  an  adven-
tfuristic  policy  must  be com-

batted ruthlessly where and when
it raises its head. . Alternatively, it
| is most unlikely that the Stalinisis
will breal ecompletely with.all their

sistent revolutionary line.
i For. A Upited Front
By all means, however, let ug

unite the niilitants of the Labour
movement—all who

Towards the-attainment
rives to win the support of

the ‘majority of the British working: class’ for. the
overthrow of capitalism and. the establishmient of a

the basizs of the following

transitional pregramime :—

the land, all atomic processes, all
and distributive and
compensation and’ their - organ-
all production plan, with centrol
ally

3. Abolition uf the national debt with provision for the

ecrets. Al company 'bobks ‘to be

isitioned m:l(l all

housing plan, drawn up and
ilding trade unions amnd

lothes, fuel and other' consumers
fixing of prices in collaboration

factories,  housewives . and

ase in the

not working; a maximum week
nings. £
chy, the House of Lords and;the

officer caste; for the election of
stablishment of military schools
nse of the State for t,h;e- fraining

.16, Withdrawal of police protection from faseist meetings;

and’ the propagafion of race

¥or direet workers’ action’ through
the fermationof defence guards based:on a united front.-of ali

combat fascist” provocation: and
premises, and .meetings from:

Immediate freedom for the colonial peoplés to choose

‘and the immediate withdrawal

of British troops from all colonial countries. =

of the Soviet Union against all

imperialist pewers; for the overthrow of the privileged. Stalinist
bureaucracy and the re-infroduction of workers’ democracy in

diplomacy; a peace withouts
d upon the self-determination of
ps together,
foreign soil, : e
of - ail

ates of -Eurobe; and for.

to “truggle on & concrete policy of
working ‘ elass* demands,

Un till now only the R.C.T. has
openly and cousistently supported
workers who have been involved 1n
strike struggles against the capital-
igts and Labour burcaucrats, in
the I'rade. Unions and through the
colmmns of the “ Socialist Appeal.””

Cnly. we have urged a militant
snd united fighting poliey against
the riging fascist reaction. With
the Stalinist Party and the “Daily
Worker " actively supporting the
workers in foture struggles, there
should be more power at the elbow
of the working class.

No Alliance With The
Right Wing !

in the Trade Unions and factory
organisations it iz mnet only be-
cau~e of their tight organisation,
but because they are active and do
the daily donkey work that has
allowed the Stalinists to entrench
themselves. At all times we will
seek to gain the support of the
working class aseagainst the poliey
of the Stalinists. We will “con-
tinue ‘to expose their policy and
criticise it and fight it together with
the militants of the Labowr Party,
where - and  when it becomes
necessary | Buk we will not ally
ourselves with the Trade Union

bureaucracy in their manocuvres
against the Militant  Stalinist
workers.

We will * fight against any
attempt  to exclude communist

workers from the Trades Councils
or from’ Trade/Union positions on
the Dbasis -of hureaucratic man-
oeuvres, We will unite together
with every militant and with the

Stalinist workers against any
attempt © to  reintroduce a new
versionr of the back circular. For
real freedom and democracy and

against 'reactionary. witch-hunting

in the "vade TInions.
For Unity In Aection

We believe that the leaders of
the Communist Party will discour-
-age any form  of united action
between their militants and our-
<elves, as they have dene in the
past. - But that unity of action has
grown considerably in the past
twelve months. A friendly atmes-
phere has grown up between our
members. That friendly spirit and
unity of action iz bound to gzrow.
Without dropping a single one of
our criticisms of their pelicy, and
without asking or. expecting the
leaders of the Communist Party to
do anything different regarding
their eriticism of onr own, we say:

On the basis- of the new line
announced by Pollitt, if it is
seriously carried into effect. there
‘are many issues upon which the
Trotskyists and Stalin‘sts can fight
towether. Let ns unite where we
can; and fight tozether, tn ensure
the vietory of- the workers in their
dav to day strogeles arainst the
canitalists and for the defeat of the
riisng reaction,

| previohs. poliey ‘and/ it i¢ eertain:
that they will not adopt -a con-

are prepared:

““verdict ” has been issued.

country. If we are to put up
also employ the services of a
a greab deal of expense.
branches and members of the

Among the confributions

ARBLU.;
Croydon.

10/- CAWNU,
We wish to thank

with the case.- As a matter

sheet.

Savoy v. Socialist Appeal

The Savoy libel action against the ‘ Sccialist
Appeal ” arising out of an article stating the workers’
case, ig likely to be heard some time in Easter. The
article was written by a former employee of the
Savoy, an active trade unionist.now “ redundant.”

As we go to press the “ investigation’ by the Executive of

. NUM.G.W. into the activity of Arthur Lewis and the other
leaders of the Savoy workers strilie has eoncluded, but no

The Savoy Hotel has employed the services of Mr. Gilbert
Paull, K.C,, who is one of the foremost advocates in the

an adequate defence, we must =
K.(C. This will involve us in

We urgently call upon Trade Union

working class to assist us in

this case against the most powerful catering employers in the
country. This is a class case and deserves the support of all
sections of the Labour movement.

received are £3 Clapham and

Brixton A, U.B.T.W.; £2 Hdgware A.EU. No. §; £1- Leyton
S.E. General;

10/- A UB.T.W,
these and _other branches of

unions and individual trade unionists and friemds for their
zenerous contributions But we must have funds fo earry on

of urgency, .please raise -the

question in your trade union branch and ask for a collection
Branches wishing for further information should write
asking for a speaker from the “ Socialist Appeal.”

JOCK HASTON,
General Secretary, R.C.P.

(Contiriued from Page 2.)
economy and to the building ox
Hussian industry througn planning
ywalell  Staln originauny  opposcu
when Hrst advocated by Trotsky)
by imaginmug that because the state
owned the means of production,
they had complete control or -the
economic forces, and that the laws
of mmoney economy did not apply
m Russia. 1t was at this tume
that Trotsky warned that ~ inflation
s tie  syphilis  of- a  planned
economy.” He explained that for
a planned economy in the transition
stage between  eapitalism  and
gocialism, a stable measure of value
15 absolutely necessary :

* The nationalisation of means

operativising or statising ol in-
‘tevnal  trade, the monopoly of
ioreign trade, the coilectivising
o agricuature, the law of inherii-
ance (since abolished by Staun—
1w ) —sets strict: limits wpon the
personai accumulalion of money
and hider its -conversion 1nto
privaie capital (usurious, com-
mercial and industrial). These
iunctions of money, npowever,
bound up as they are with ex-
piloitation, are not lLquidated at

revolution, but in a. moditied form
are (ransferred fo the state, the
universal: merchant, creditor and
industrialist. Al the same time,
" the more elementary functions -ox
inoney, as measure of value, as
means of exchange and. meaium
of payment, ‘are not only pre-
served, but acquire a broader
ueld -of  action. than they had
under capitalism.”
- After- the inflation introdugced
once again during the First Ifive
Year IPlan, through the incorrect

cracy was, compelled to introduce
a reconversion operation. . Experi-
ence forced on the bureaucracy
what- the Marxists had seen in
advance. The aims of the bureau-
cracy in the last conversion were
wimilar to those of the present one.

Capitalistic Inequalifies

Remain
While. the upper layers are
harder hit immediately than the

tower ranks of the workers by the
reconversion  whieh  destroys u
large part of their savings, in the

the bureaucracy and the most
privileged strata of the workers
who will benefit. The differences
between the mass of the population
aund the ruling upper strata, which
reached alarming proportions
during the war will be intensified,
While there will be a little im-
provement in the absolute standards
of the workers—in return for a
bigger exploitation of labour power
—the differences in the standards
of the workers and the bureaucracy
will receive a new' impetns.

Fven within the working class,
the difference in the standard of
living. will become .intensified be-
tween the ordinary workers and the

Stakhanovites (what workems in
capitalist  countries call * pace-
‘makers ¥).  Stakhanovites receive

a higher rate, far above the actual
proportion of their higher output—
to which the norm is adjusted.
Thus, the differences  within
Russian society will become greater,
and correspondingly, the greater will
be the  antagoniem between the
masses aud the ruling caste.

Evils Of Piece Work

" In reply to the arguments of the
Stalinists that “ the workers were
working for themselves® (which is
of eourse untrue: a great portion
of the national income is consumed
by the ton. layers of the Stalinixt
officials), Trotsky replied :

“In the -struggle to achieve
European and American stand
ards {of yproductivity)
classic methods of exploitation,
such as picce-work payment,
are applied in suech naked and
erude forms as would not be per-
mitted even by - reformist trade
unions in bhourgeois countries."”

“In any case, state ownership
of the means of production does
not turn manure inte geld, and
does not surround with a halo of
sanctity the sweat-shop system.
which ‘wears out the greatest o
all productive forces: man., As
to  the  preparation of
‘transition from socialism to
communism ' that will begin at

" ROUBLE

‘of proguction and credit, the co-

“shexpeginning of the proletarian

methods of Stalinism, the bureau- |

long rum it is the npper layers of

the |

the ‘exacily oppusite end-—not

winll e aatrouuction of piece-

wOrd payment (and money—

G pub with s abolition as

w reuc of harparism.”

Whus, while the Htalinists were
extolunyg  iece-work, I'rotsky ex-
platued the wgea or wvlarx, that it s
ot moest sulied to capitalistic
meinous of prouuction,”

in the cnueavour 1o earn enough
and to improve their deplorably low
standardas of life, the masses are
compelled to strain themselves to
the utmost and thus incicuase the
productivity of labour. This is
what lies behind the conversion
plans, Mor the workems to increase
production over the low level which
obtains in Russia even at the
present day, their wages must be
reflected in the language of money.
The Moscow radw extolling the
Decree on December 14th, boasted - :

~ The currency reform will in-
crease the signiricance of money
in the national economy. . . .”

Marx And  Money And '
The State

Marx, writing on the significance
.of . money «in :-society, wrote .in.
SCapital e s e o e
i *.Along
» circulation, increases the: power:.

of money, that.absolutely secial

forin of wealth ever ready for
use. . ' ‘Gold: is: a wonderful
thing !
lord of ali he.wants. By means
of gold. one can even get souls
into Paradise’ . . . But money
itself is a commodity an external
object, capable of hecoming. the
private " property of amy in-

dividual. This social power be-
comes, the private power of
private persons. In its

.qualitative aSpect, or formally
considered, money has no bounds
to its efficacy, i.e., IT IS THE
UNIVERSAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE OF MATERIAL
WEALTH, because it is direcily
convertible into .any  other
commodity. : . .”

- What is taking place in Russia

iz an indication that Socialisni and

abundance have not been
achieved. Togcther  with  the
Stalinist terror enshrined in the

monstrous state machine, goes the
tyranny  of  money. Trotsky,
analysing Stalinist society said :
“These two problems, STATE

aml_ M:()NEY,\ have a number of
traits in common, for they hoth
reduce themselves in the last
analysis to the problem of
problems : . PRODUCTIVITY
OF LABOUR. (Our emphasig).
State compulsion like money com-
pulsion is am inheritance from
the (‘_',Iusx society, .. . In a com-
munist  society, the state and
money  will disappear. ' Their
gradual dying away oughf con-
sequently to begin under
sectalism.” ;

Pointing t¢' the inevitability in
the transitional period for the need
for money both as a stimulus 1o
Increasing the productivity of
labour in backwird Russia and for
the economy -of Russia, Trotsky
‘wrote : S,

“ The dynamic Soviet-economy,
passing as it does through con-
tinual technical revolutions and
large-scale experiments, needs
more than any other, coniinual
testing by means of a stable
measure of value.”

These measures of the bureau-
cracy will no doubt stabilise the
situdtion for  the ' eoming period.
They will serve to inecrease -the
broductivity of lahour, and with it.
-inereage exploitation. The rate of
development of industry will at the
same time be accelerated. Here we
gee the dual role of the burean-.
eracy: as gunardian of inequality
and as a factor in the development
of the forces of production,

On the foundations created by

their -labour, the workers® :con-
fidence  will  increase, Their
achievements, based on = state

ownership will bring them more
and more into conflict with the
privileged bureaucracy, and: will
drive them to a new politieal re-
volution and towards the restora:
tion of workers’ control . and
workers’ democracy. 'From  then.
the real trangition to socialism will
.commence.

'Pn‘hiis:hed by B. Grant, :

a | 258, Harrow Road, London, W.2
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