Stop  Dismantling
erman Factories|

Hand Them Over to German Workers

The British and U.S, imperialists have announced their
intention to dismanile and remove 682 German factories.

The excuse : reduction of Germany’s war potential.

But

war plants can be transformed and used for peaceful

production purposes.

And there are hundreds of plants

scheduled for dismantling which have nothing te do with

war production.

Included in the list are many furnaces, foundries and
rolling miils, plants for the production of metallurgical

and electrical egquipment,

of small tools and fittings,

chlorine and sod&, plastics and artificial fibres, soap-
‘powder and many other products of great scarcity.
Germany’s only remaining scap-powder plant is to be

removed,

The meagre soap ration, which is not always

honoured, has already affected the health of the German

people.

. On the background of the misery and the ruin of
(GGermany, this draconic measure constitutes a terrible hlow
at her already enfeebled ecomomy. It means inecreased
misery to the already sfarving German people.

In itself it is a proof of the hypocrisy of the Allies in
their claim to stand for democratic “ re-education ” of the

German people.

These dismantlings show the cold ruth-

less caleulations of naked self-interest which dictates the
course of all the Lmperialist Powers.

From an economic point

of view this vandalism can

benefit neither the British, Furepean or German workers.
Yet Bevin, against the protests of left-wing Labour M.P.’s,
maintained his stand that the countries devastated by

German  Imperialism
compensated.

during

the war should be

Faeed with this cold-blooded eruelty the German workers
have, through their Trade Union and Labour organisations,

organised a movement of

protest, Even the Social-

Democratic and Stalinist leaders in Germany, beeause of
the wave of indignation, have been forced to protest to

the occupation authorities.. ..
Despite the chronic’

shortage of machine tools in

Britain and in Europe, the production of heavy machinery
and machine ftools is to be reduced by more than a third.
Under a sane economic system, if the preduction of these
tools were to be stepped up in Germany, it could assist

in restoring prosperity.

The British workers must support their German ¢lass
brothers in their struggle against. the dismaniling pro-

gramme.

If Bevin and the ELabour leaders were true
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Savoy Hotel

Sues
“Socialist Appeal’

The Management of the
Savoy Hotel have filed a
suit for damages alleging
libel against Ted Grant,
Editor of the ' Socialist

Appe

The case arises out of
an artiele in the QOctober
issue of the * Seocialist
Appeal” written by Com-
rade Marion Lunt.

At the High Court of
Justice on October 2Tth,
the Savoey Management
secured an  injunction,
which as legally advised
was not contested, to
restrain  the INditor and
Printer of the * Socialist
Appeal ” from repeating
the allegations complained
of by the Management of
the Savoy Hotel until the

trial.
In eonsequence of the
interim  injunction no

explanation of the issues
~~mplained of by Savoy
Led., can in any way be

)

gocialists, they would hand over the factories to the

German working elass,

These, run for the benefit of the

German and European workers, would transform the

econcmie situation of Europe and Britain.
Protest against the reactionary policy of

WORKERS !

BRITISH

dismantling German faectories !

i

For Giving “Solidaritat”
to German P.O.W.s

At the Birmingham Police Court, on October 5th, our
comrade Bill Ainsworth, was fined £5 after being charged
¢ that he, without lawful authority did convey to a P.o.W.

certain printed matter,

f Solidaritat’.”

Comvade Ainsworth  has

namely

a pamphlet entitled

been a member of the

TAotskyist movement since breaking with the Sialinisis in
June 1941, when the Pollitts and ihe Dutts envolled under

the Union ]‘ack

In court the prosccutor declared
that at a meeting in the Bull Ring,
on Sunday, September Tth, a large
crowd wap  listening to R.C.P.
speakers,  Among the crowd were
three  German  P.o.W.s Bill
Ainsworth said “ Good Ivening”
to them in German, whereapon
they asked him where he had Jearnt
their language. He replied that
Tie had bheen in the B.A.OR. and
had been in contaet  with  Com-
munists in the Ruhr,  One of the
prisouners stated thai he did vot
think much of the Communist
Party as they had heard of many
Jermans  coming  out  of  the
Russian zone in a had condition
Bill Ainsworth rveplied: “That is
not the right Communist Party.
They are of Stalin, we are of
Marx., Here is our paper”, and
handed * Solidaritat™ to the
German Po.W.'s.

The prosecutor went on to state
that while the handing of ordinary
newspapers to - P.o.W.'s could he
mitigated, he must draw atfention
to the contents of * Solidaritat”,
which he alleged would be likely to
“qupset " prisoners and undermine
discipline. e then read in full,
4 message from the Annual Con-
grosg of the Revolutionary Com-
munist Party to ' the German
working c¢lass, which was among
the contents of this issue of
“ Qolidaritat ” and is published on
page 3 of this issue.

e drew gpecial attention to the
words
© % Conference considers the only

gnarantee for peace, freedom and

bread for the German masses, Lo
be the successful  struggle
against the occupation powers.”

The approach of the prosecution
made it clear that this was a ease

of political discrimination, ag all
class  conscions  workers  will
renlise, .
The defending lawyer, Mr
Wynschenk—a Labour Party
Munieipal candidate — established

by means of the police witnesses,
that the meeting in the Dull Lling
Anti-Fascist meeting,

was  an
gpecially called by the R.C.P. to
protest against the revival of

fageist Jew-baiting in Britain, and
that a number of pamphlets were
handed out, including some with an

Heisa delegmre 1o the Bfrmmgbczm Trades
Council, and a Shop Steward in a " Rover’

car factory.

entitled  * Wight Fascist
He pointed out that
“ Solidaritat ' is a legal publica-
tion written Dy (German anti-
Fascist refugees, and puts forward
the Marxist ideas of international
solidarity of the workers, and that
immediate repatriation of P.o.W.s
i a demand that wide scctions of

article
Hooliganigm.”

the community are now putting
forward.

Tining Comrade Ainsworth £5.
the Stipendiary said that

“ Solidaritat ” was not u sunituble
pamphlet to hand to P.o.W.s.

Comrade Alnsworth made a state
ment to the press afterwards, in
which he made . the following
points :

“Who is to be proteeted by
the continued use of this war-
time regulation Is it to ‘protect’
PoW.'s from the ideus of
Marxism, of Trotskyism? We
are told that the German people,
including P’.o.W.s, are being re-
educated in  the [}llll(,l]J]OE; of
democracy, but it is ‘clear that a
demoeracy which sw\e'\ the idens
it allows il I°.0.W.'s to read will
soon be exposed as a fraud.

Tt is to be nofed that the *Daily
Herald® of Qctober 2nd, veports
that the leader of the Britigh
Ex-Servicemen’s  Teague, Mr.
Jeffrey Hamm, addressed a
group-of P.o.W.'s in German at a
go-called Garden Fete - in
Hssex, Records of Sir Oswald
Mosley, speaking in 1937 at the

. Alpert IIall meeting of fageists
were played to the P.oW.'s and
relayved by loudspeakers.

My ‘ecrime’ stands
direet contrast to these
to revive any fascist remnants
amongst the .o, W' T feel
no shame at having committed
this technical offence.  On the
eontrary, I would have had
cause for shame only if T had
not used this opportunity of
acting  aceording te iy prin-
ciples, of demonstrating my
international  elass  solidarity
with all workers.”

Donations to assist the Birming-
ham Branch of the R.C.P. in
paying the expenses of our comrade
in this ease, should be sent to
T, Atkinson, 45 Shenstone Valley

out in
attempts

Road, Quinton, Birmingham 32.

years

discussed until after the

hearing of the actiomn.
The costs of such a

case will be exceptionally

heavy. We can  only
fight it to the end
if: our sympathisers con-
tribute to ' meet ' these

legal - costs.  Qive every
penny you can, comrades.
| . Raise the i in Trade. |
Union . Branches™ and = f
workshops. Send in to
the Treasurer for a col-
lection sheet to pass
around among your work-

mates. All donations for
this purpose should be
sent to :
SAVOY CASE—
Socialist  Appeal

Defence Fund,
256, Harrow Road,
London, W.2.

Savoy Workers Strike-—see page 4.

ABOLISH

E LORI

|

‘And The Monarchy

Churchill Defends Feudal Reaction

The Governient's proposal to amend the powers of the

House of Lorils has raised a howl

capitalist clasy,

of wrath from the

Lspecially indignant are the remmants of

the aristocraﬁ:v,' the bluebloods, the' privileged few who
have the -hene{?ita.ry power and privilege of ruling without

recourse to th: test of popular vote.
The Lords @nd the Monarchy are legal trenches of the

capitalist claq;-‘:, in their ﬁght against the workers.

The

heaches of ‘rh> reaction, so to speak. When the elected
Government ez.p_reb,ses the popular will to the disadvantage

of the ruling eclags, the Lords are

popular legishition.

When Parliament is raled by a
Government and openly
associated with thé policy of Big
Business, the House of Lords per-
forms the functioi of a
stamp. But thks situation
different when the House of Com-

direcHly

rubber
is

mons is controlled by a Party
which rests on the mass of
organised Labour, and is therefore
forced to bow somewhat to the
demands of the masses. The
powers of the Lo:ds can be used,
and are now being 'i’lsed, to thwart
and delay legislation in the in-
terests of * organised  labour, or
against the interests of important
groups of monopaly capital with
which the majorisy of the Lords
are closely conne(,t_ed If necessary,
the powers of ~ithe Lords and
Monarchy can be jused to provoke
a . constitutional " ¢risis  to  the
.xdvautage of reac’ @n S

King’s Speech, (;1 11ch111 dttdcked
the Government’s foohcv of  reform-
ing the Lords .as fan. gxample of

“fheir' reckless land * malignant
partisanship.”  What the Govern-
ment is preparing ‘to do, he alleged,
“is to obtain irresponsible power to
bring forward any legislation with-
out regard to the -will of the
people.”

“This formidable issuc is flung
out at this time of economic
erisis , he eontinued “as the
result of a cheap, paltry, disreput-
able deal between jarring nonenti-
ties in divided administration.”

ASPIRANT DICTATOR

an effective barrier to

“The preamble to the Parlia-
ment Act (1911) made it perfectly
clear that it contemplated the
abolition of the hereditary prin-
elpl(. It read: ‘And whereas it
ig intended to substitute for the
House of liords as it at present
exists, a Second Chamber consti-
tuted on a popular instead of
he_reditar'y basis, that such sub-
stitution cannot be immediately
brought into operation,” and so
forth.

“On this we have lived for 36
years, In the face of this unpro-
voked aggression against the con-
stitutional settlement of 1911 the
House of Lords was free to propose
any alteration in its ecomposition
which it might consider neeessary
for the stability of the State and
use the powers reserved to them by
the Parliament Aect, which gave it
a modern p‘irhamcntazy title, as it
thought fit,”

This defence of the reactionary
privileges of the Lords ~contrasts
with the hostility of the-Churchill
of 1911, when he was in the camp

-of that sectmn of capitalism’ which
s Aufferad. from.

the. frustration of |
their  parliamentary’ activities

the House of Lords. This is what
!':_c ha:} to say during the disens-
?1011113 in support of the Parliament
31

At that time, Lho “ Powers still
left to the IIouse of Lords are
formidable and even menacing.” He
stood “ aghast at the Government’s
moderation ! " Reforming  the
Powers of the House of Lords in
1911 was “ territory eonguered by
the masses from the elasses.” Bat
today, any reformn of the powers of
the Lords carried out by the
Labour Government is a deliberate
“act of social aggression” !

Churehill, the radical demagogue
of 1911, is plagued by the reaction-
ary protector of feudal privilege in
1947

Baldwin  once said that the
House of Lords is intended to sce
that in office or out of it, the
Congervative Party is permanently
in power. And this has been a
fact for the last 36 years, despite
the Parliament Act.

In Churchill’s speech, there is the
hint that the Tories may use the
Lords to hold up Labour's legisla-
tion. It would be a very ticklish
and most unpoepnolar-issue as a basis
on which to conduet a struggle
against the TLabour Government.
It is most likely that the Tories
will grudgingly retreat. But this
will not settle the issue 101 class
conscious  workers. It is not
gufficient to limit the power to
govern without recoursc to popular
will,, which s the privilege of
Bilueblood and  birth. 1t is
necessary to -abolish the House of
Lords, and with the Lords, the
Monarchy with all its legal rights
and feudal trappings which are
antagonistic to the democratic will

Franee Approaches

Civil

BY TED

Franee is approaching Civil War,

War

GRANT

Thifs has heen

demonstrated by the result of the Municipal Elections of

October 18th.
Rule of the Working Class :
facing France,

"his s the balance sheet of three

of eapitalist * democracy ™

since the collapse of the Detainist

dictatorship which exigted under

the protection of German hayonets

during the occupation.

The election shows that France
has been polarised rapidly inte two
camps: the extreme Right Wing
camp of the de Gaullists
obtained 389 of the wvotes; and
the camp of the working class,
with  the “ Communist’” Darty
obtaining just over 30%, and the
Socialist Party 20% of the votes,

which

The Dictatorship of De Gaulle, or the

These are the alternatives

The so-called middle of the road
parties have been almost completely
wiped out. 'The Radical-Socialist
Party (the equivalent of the
Iiberals in this country, although
more corrupt), which for decades
before the war was the strongest
party in-France, has emerged with
214 of the votes.: "The M.R.P., the
Catholic Republican Party which
largely replaced the Radicals has
been shattered, receiving only’ 10%.
It g less than a ‘year ago since
it too, was the strongest Party in
France I Tt has lost about two-
thirds of its votes since- its

spectacular and meteoric rise out
of the Resistance Movement*
1n less than two years, de Gaulle

has accomplished what it took
Hitler 15, in  almost completely
undumiuing the capitalist

¢ demoeratic 7 -parties which relied
on the support of the middle class,
and gathering the middle class
round his reactionary banner.

The open guisling role of French
Big Business during the war drove
the masses of the middle class,
together with the workers, into
opposition to the combines and
trusts, The victories of the Soviet
Union re-awakened the spirit of
struggle within the masses, DBat
the Stalinists helped to divert the

movement  into  patriotic  and
nationalist (fhmnwls.. L.
With  the  “liberation™  of

France it seemed as if the work-
(Continued on Page 4.)
of the

40%,
20%.

* The workers comprise 40%
population ; the peasants
and the urban middie class

Dy

TROTSKYIST IN COURT

Refused to Abandon

Pitch to

Fascists

A ease of widespread interest came before the Police

Court on Qctober 26th. 'The

case arose out of the action

of the Hackney police in allowing the fascists to set up a
platform alongside that of the Revolutionary Communist
Party, who were holding a meeting in eonjunetion with
Common Wealth, and eompelling the R.C.P. to take away
its platform on the pretext that two meetmgs could not

be permitted.

For persisting to hold on to the

to continue the meeting on the grounds
that we were the first Party on the spot
with a platform and that a meeting wasg
arrived,
the Organiser of
the R.C.P. was arrested and charged with

in progress when the fascists
Comrade Tom Reilly,

(a) ‘insulting behaviour’' ‘at a public
meeting whereby a breach of the peace
may have occurred, and, (b) wilfally

ohstructing the inspeetor in carrying out

his duty.
What were the facts?

The R.C.P. and
Jommon Wealth Party had get up a joint

right

TOM REILLY

platform at Ridley Road on Saturday Organiser of the K.C.P.
afternoon at 5.0 pm., and held it

tl 1 i i s i
,lllgug l;“:ﬁ thgu;ﬁi}_t ﬂ‘]:ﬂeuuntlj "I,‘h(:‘tgﬂmjer could not answer his
Fascist arrived without a plat- | AREAHORS.

form, stood on a brick in front One of the charges made by the

of our platform, and started to

&pealk.

'A policeman at the corner imme-
diately declared that the fascists
had the right to the pitch as they

were the 0111; ones speaking, In
spite of vigorous plotests and
ample proof that the R.C.P. and
C.W, meeting had been held con-
tinuously from  Saturday, the

JInspector of Police, who had been
sent for, ordered the eclosure oi
our mecting.

Comrade Reilly was arrested for
refusing o abandon the pitch to
the  Fasciste, After 24 hours in
the cells he was allowed out on:
£25 bail, and ordered to appeal
in. Loult the next day..

e

'w T R e

courl thc following day Comrade

Reilly put a number of guestions

to the’ Poliee Tnspector: Did he
know that there had been a
meeting all through the previous
night? Did he know that the
fascists had just arrived when we
were asked to close our meeting?

kbt

Inspector was that the defendant

had said: “I know what you
policemen lot of bloody
fascists,” The audience in the

rallery evidently agreed by shout-
ing ‘Hear, hear,” Tad the case
continted Comrade Reilly would
have explained that he said the
action of the police was to assist
the fascists.

No opportunity presented itself
to Comrade Reilly to answer the
misleading picture of the sitiation
as presented by the police and the
prosccutor which received national
publicity on the Press and Radio.

Whatever name we eall it, it is
elear that the action of:the police:
obvmusly aided the’ FdSClStS to -hold {

scur 11101.15 prnpaga:nda :

Hcme\er, it 1s cledr, that’ go
weak was the “case’” of the
Police Inspector against Comrade
Reilly, that the Magistrate, Mr. H.
Sturg, had no alternative but to
dismiss the charges.

Seamen on Strike

For Decent Living Conditions

BY JIM

Liverpool, Sat., October 25th,

For two weeks now the “ Merseyside Seamen's

KIELTY

Rank

and File Committee” has been organising and eontacting
various ports in preparation for today’s strike.

American  and
a large section

Supported by
coloured seamen

of Merseyside seamen have gone on

strike ; have formmed well organised
pickets along the Liverpool and
Birkenhead docks under the leader-
ship of the Tlank and File Com-
mittee, which has accomplished an
excellent job in face of the absolute
opposition of the National Union of
Seamen and the generally difficult
conditions for organising _these
workers, h

Large sections of  workers in
other industries, in particular the

Transport  industry, support the
seamen, whose terrible working con-
ditions are notorious in Merseyside,
~The demands of the Seamen’s
Committes arve:

Abolition of the present system
of hiring labour.

Establishment of a pool system
for all Seamen.

A system of retary biring.

809 of wages whilst w dllmg., for
a ship.

Maxinzm basic rate for all sea-
men according to their rating.

Suspension of the present train-
ing -sv¢heme.

The present strike is the result
of long standing grievances and in-
justices, not least of which Ix the

hopeless  incompetence of  the
leadership of the N.8S.U. and itr
thoroughly - reactionary  policies.

These have left the weamen at the
merey of the shipowners.

Before the war thousands of sea-
men, who suffered unemployment
and bad wages at sea (about £9 per
month) left the industry to scek
shore  employment. These and
thonsunds of others re-entered the
industry during the war and
suffored not only bad conditions
and official despotism, but also the
terrible danger ‘of war and (he
sailing of ships whieh should have
been serapped.

These conditions were “accepted”

only Dbeeause of the promises of
hetter eonditions, batter pay  aund
employment — in  short, of a

¢ Beaumen’s Charter.” Thus though
there were many strikes and walk-
offs, there wuas no serious strike
maovement.

The pool organisation of labour,
organised by the Ministry of War
Transport, which also operated in
foreign ports, and which gave con-
tinuous " employment to seuman,
was, with the ending of the war
abolished., The Shipping Federa-
tion, In concert with the N.S.0U.,,
drew up another labour scheme of
‘ Wstablished 7 and “ Unestab-
lished ” seamen, whilst maintain-
ing the Training Schools for young
recruits, A seaman, to become
“ Istablished ” must sign  articles
for two years employment with a
given Company; the breaking of
these articles places the scaman on
the * Unestablished ” ligt, and thus
oh anemployed rvelief or chance
employment,

Under these conditions, and the
conditions of surplus. labour, and
with fresh labour entering the in-
dustry from the training schooly,
it is easy to understand the vietim-
isation of militant seamen by both
the Ministry of Labour and the
employers.  They have ingeniously
organised labour and labour con-
ditions so as to suppress and
vietimie all sign of militancy and
trade unionism, By thig means
they ean ercate seabs and
Clompany-men.”

Thus, while the N.S.U. and the
Government passively look on, the
seamen arve once again facing the
struggle with the shipowners, whe
made their fortunes in the barbarie
treatment of seamen. The absence
of Union weetings, of ship organ-
isation, .and of all the means hy
which  workers get  together—a
policy deliberately pursued by the
N.4.U—makes it a colossal task to
organise resistance to the policies
of the shipowners, a task which
every worker in the shipping and
transport industries muet assist.

(Continued on Page 4.)



2 SOCIALIST APPEAL, November, 1947

BISAKTA

IN
CONTINUOUS

AN EFFORT

MENT.

BRITISH

TO PUT
WORKING WEEK AGREEMENT ARRIVED AT
STEEL BOSSES, THE LEADERSHIP OF THE BRITISH IRON, STEEL AND
KINDRED TRADES ASSOCIATION (B.ILS.A.K.T.A,) ISSUED EXPULSION NOTICES
TO 2,%0 RANK AND FILE MEMBERS WHO REFUSED TO ACCEPT THE AGREE-
AN ACTION OF SUCH MAGNITUDE AGAINST RANK AND FILE TRADE
UNIONISTS IS PROBABLY WITHOUT PARALLEL IN THE HISTORY OF THE
TRADE UNION MOVEMENT.

Four Branches in the Sheflield - Rotherham area were told they would be disbanded.
Consett No. 1 Branch was similarly affected. Two Branches in South Wales were also

given expulsion notices, but under this threat, according to the Union leaders, they |,
the minimum- piece-work earnings:.

ACROSS

decided to work the agreement,

The agreement has one object
only: to further sweat the steel
smelters, Just as in the case of
the miners, these workers are now
receiving the back-wash of the cries
for inereased production. There is
a shortage of steel, say the Govern-
ment, employers and Trade Union
officials, and at the same time the
industry is under-manneéd, Thus,
an agreement is reached, not to im-
prove the arduous eonditions in the
steel industry and attract more
labour, not te improve the technical
cficieney of the plants to any
appreciable degree, but to sweat the
already over-worked Stecel-workers.

The agreement means an increase
of working hours from the present
week of 143 hours, up to 168 hours,
and reads: “As a primary con-
sideration in arriving at agreement
has heen that additional output
shall be obtained as nearly as
possible proportionate to the weekly
additional hours of work, it is an
undertaking that all workers con-
cerned shall work as a team and
do all they can to produce such in-
ereased output.,” . . . *In melting
shops which cannot work a con-
tinucus work of 21 shifts, overtime
shall be worked as required.”

The agreement means that with
the continmous weck a 109% in-
crease of tonnage is expected, and
undger the scheme only seven clear
Sundays a year would be free for
the workers.

A Sweated Industry

Anyone who has the remotest
idea of -conditions in this basic
industry can readily understand the
opposition of the workers to this
.agreeniey [haiv conditiang
“erdvrésns DUGIE amnolig the ~war
'British industry. © . Antiquated
plants, lacking the most elementary
health and  sanitation facilities,
long ardaods © hours with - the
workers dripping in sweat, breath-
ing foul dusty air. Their ~ wage
increases since 1938 have been
among the lowest of all industries.
Nor do these workers forget that
this whole history of filthy condi-
tions and low wages was supple-
mented in the pre-war years by
large - scale - mmemployment  and
easual lahour,

Nor do the workers forget that
side by side with this miserable
picture of the steel workers’ life,
the steel- industry’ is one of the
most profitable of all industries for
the emploving class. The
“ Beonomist”  (3.10.40) described
the industry as “one of the
tightest and most parasitic mono-
polies the country has ever
Imown.” Mo take bnt two examples
of the fabulous profits wrung out

of the workers, in the financial
vear ending 1946, the trading
profits of Richard Thomas were

£4,153,458, and  United Steel—

£2,430,312.

Looking at these conditious, it 1s
small wonder that the Government
and the employers are bemoaning
the faet that they eannot get
sufficient lahour for this industry.
They ignore the simple solution:
spend the motcy now going into
the pockets of the parasitic eoupon-
elippers in-the form of profits on
improving the conditions of the
nien and installing new equipment.
No! This wounld undermine the
anly purpose for which the hosses
run the indnstry-—to obtain a fat
living off the backs of the workers.
Instead, they say to the present
workers who are almost at the end
of their tether with exhaustion
when they leave the plants: * Yon
are uot working hard enough, we

are  going  to. drive you cven | to elean up the Union from top to
further.” bottont.
e T —— —

A Blot On The
TU. Movement

And parties to this agreement
were the bureaucratie leaders of-
B.ILSAKT.A. The views of the
rank and file smelfers, whoge in-
terests are those most immediately
affected, were not even consulted.
To the 1.1, “leaders ¥ this was an
unimportant detail, because when
the workers said they would not
work this agreement and stood In
defence of their already miserable
conditions, these “ leaders ™ stated :
“Out of the Union with you ! !'”
Not only that, hut their arrogance
took them to the amazing position
of asking the employers to lock
these ‘recalcitrants” out of the
industry. Rarely has there been
a bigger blet on the Trade Union

at

salavies and expense accounts, and
Jine themselves up with the steel
monopolists, from the comfort of
their well-aived offices, against the
worker who spends the major part
of his life in the sweat and grime
of the stecl plunts.

The workers’ reaction to this
bureancratiec  dictation was made
quite clear in the statement sub-
mitted te the Union journal, * Man
& Metal”, by Consett No. 1
Branch, which reads: * We claim
we are being badly led, indeed we
are not being led at all Dut
driven.”

However, it

i clear, that  the

DFFICIALS
'BLUDGEON UNION MEMBERS

The Object of the Agreement

THE TUNION MEMBERSHIP

every branch against the expulsions.
There must be an immediate nation-
wide demand for a National Con-
ference to digcuss the whole Union

ference in the whole of its exist-
cnee. e
re-election of all officials.

an organised campaign waged Dby
the rank and file for the alteration
of the rules and constitution, which

maintain {
most of them appointed, not elected,

and with

elected by democratic ballot of the
rank and dfile, at least once every
year, and they must be subjeet to
recall at any time.
paid exactly the same wages as the
men who work at the point of pro-
duction, receiving an inerease only
when the
getting a cut if wages go down,
These
the rank and file would be repre-
sented by militant fighters,
would, instead of being parties to
agreements against the interests of
the men, defend the men against
the
constant fight for better conditions.

movement. The TUnions would be |ji5e
well rid of such  “leaders ”,
wha live well, with large

A
‘WITH THE

ti

’ E
Demand A

Reyrolles Strike

Victory

BY D.

JAMES

1,000 workers at A. Reyrolle & Co. Ltd., Hebbinn-on-

by militant action.

Faced with a speed-up in pro-

dnetion and a rising ecost of living,
while their wage claims were econ-
stantly ignored, they struek work
on October 8th.

Workers Dissatisfied with
Fruitless Negotiations
These workers, who are on plain
me rates, demanded an increase in
ages to briung them in line with

ighteen months. ago, a claim for

some form of bonus to this effect

. ; was made on behalf of storemen,

National Conference cranemen, slingers, and general
labourers. v

Resolutions must be passed by
in
in

Trade | fo

It is a travesty of
84,
There must be an immediate

At the same time there must be

the moment allows officials to
office for three years,
certain. positions bheing | st

jobs.  All officials must be

They must be
(o

on
12
a

men receive one, and

measures will ensure that

who

T]

steel barons and wage a
in
to

AR.

out during working hours,
forced the bosses to grant a col-
lective
meagre time rates.
cluded labourers and apprentices on
the job and gave-the skilled men

After protracted negotiations, no
crease was received. This meant,
fact, that at the end of 18

months’ negotiations, the workers

und themselves worse off than at

set-up. HLBILL ol :

Uniofl democracy that this Union | the begmlung.‘ While their wage

has never held s National Con- | backets remained nominally the
§ neve ) 2

me, their buying power was re-

duced by the riseg that have taken
pace in the ecost of living.

Maintenance Men Set a
Militant Example

In the meantine, the electricians

and millwrights engaged on main-
tenaunce work, had decided to take

By a militant walk-
they

rike action.

to improve their

This honusg in-

bonus

n the minimum basis of 274%
the. basic rate) an increase of
/6. The other workers received
correspouding  increase, propor-

tionate to their wage rate. Although
not a large increase, this was a2
complete victory for the workers,

This success -had its reper-

cussions among the other workers.

wey saw that militant action was

the only language the bosses under-
stood. The cranemen and labourers

the welding department decided
take action over their claims.

Tyne, one of the largest manufacturers of electrieal.
‘switch-gear in the country, have won a significant victory

Bosses Capitulate In .
Face Of Strike

The employers attempted to stem
the movement by making a sectional
offer. The men refused to accept
this attempt to split their ranks,
and decided on strike action at a
meeting of over 1,000 workers, in-
cluding clerks, storemen, packers,
cranemen, maintenance grades, all
categovrics of female labour, ete. A
strike organisation was immediately
established and the strikers con-
tributed £10 for propaganda
purposes.

. The remaining 5,000 workers in
the factory decided immediately to

| set up a fund for finaneial aid, and

to take instant action in the event
of any vietimisation manceuvres on
the  part of the

on overtime and nightshift to move
finished work from the benech and
provide furthet work in its place.
The entire factory answered this
by an immediate sit-down strike.

A week later, the employers
called in the Strike Committee for
discussions and signed a statement
that they would grant bonuses for
dll  the workers conceined, the
details to be fixed by immediate
negotiation. The workers returned
having gained a vietory.

Equality Of Sacrifice

The justice of the workers
claims ean be seen by the fact that
the labourers affected in this strike
take home £3 18s. 0d. per week in
their pay packets, or if they are
“fortunate ™ enough to he married,
£4 3s. 0d. Their demands mean
an increase of 8/-,

The firm, on the other hand, in
common with nearly every -firm in
the country, have increased their
profits since the Labour Govern-
ment took power. In the financial
year ended 1947, Reyrolle’s -made
a- net profit of £100,000 compared
with £75,000 in the previous year.

bureaucrats have suffered from
“nerves ™ sinee they issued the
expulsion notices. They recognise
that they may go too far in such a
step and provoke a widespread re-
volt of the rank and file, Om
Monday and Tuesday, October 20th
Laged o anneal of

gpd 2t
??I?e Conget
The Consett nmen made it clear that
'they would even cease the overtime
they are now working if the agree-
ment is not revised at the end of
three months,  Yet, the bureancrats
withdrew the notices affecting these
men on the plea that by working
the present overtime they were
satisfying the terms of the agree-
ment, So far as the Sheffield-
Rotherham men are concerned, they
have postponed the date of expul-
gions from  October 25th to
November 8th.
The rank
B.LS.AK.T.A.
the iron ig hot.

and file - of
must strike while
They must say

to Linceln FEvans and the .other
bureaucrats: “ Postponement of
expulsion is mnot good enough.

Withdraw the notices altogether!”
In this manner they will stand by
the affected smelters in the hest
traditions of Trade Union
democracy. ¢

The rank and file members of
B.LSAKTA. must stand by the
smelters who have received ex-
pulsion notices. And the urgent
need of the moment iz a nation-
wide campaign throughout the
Union by these smelters to gain
the widest possible support among

and ~ Sheflield: mem |

i the rank and file against the leader-
i ship. Care. must he taken to
»combat any tendencies, arising from
the disgust of the members, towards
the formation of break-away organ-

izations. Such tendencies would
play right into the hands of the
bhureauerats and strengthen their

stranglehold on the organisation.
The answer is an intense struggle
for democracy in the organisation.
There already exists solidarity
wih the smelters. Press reports
state that Scottish  workers
BLRAKTA, when they heard of
the expulsion notices, were “up in
arms’. A struggle muost be waged

Jock Hasto

Public Meeting
TOWN HALL

NEATH

Sunday, 9th Nov.
1.45 p.m.
“THE TROTSKYIST

SOLUTION To
THE CRISIS”

n in Neath

M

NOTHING ON SHINWELL!

| peeasion after the other hobnobbing
freely with the bosses, at meetings,
dinnens
No doubt, they have often
dered how it was that the bosses
got along so well with these Labonr
leaders, and vice versa.
has now let us into the secret.
seems, you Keep in with the bosses
and
“adajting ” yourself to yowr com-
pany !
l in deeds the ‘ adaptation’
be to the bosses.)

plaining of the treatment accorded
many of his speeches in the Press
said:

e e S oo S DS ITirn
—— e

BY AGITATOR

* From LEFT and RIGHT |

CHAMELEONS HAVE

HYE  working class in Britain
- see the Labour leaders on one

"

“do's
wWOon-

and other soeial

Shinwell
1t

the  workers by  simply

(Although, unfortunately,

seems to

In a speech in Blackhall, Durham,
1 October 12th, Shinwell, <om-

“1 have had fo address some
hundreds of meetings, At whose
request? Sometimes at | the
Government’s request, sometimes
the miners’ leaders’,
lodges’, Labour parties, or local
authorities’. I never spared my-
self.  And when you go to a
meeting you have to adapt your-| .,
self to the conditions. If 1 went

W
miners' | w

th

calls t
attended dinners at two of London’s
fuxury hotels last year, when the

recegnition.
company of the * upper claks” on

to a meeting! of mine managers it
was not always advisable to
praise the miners, if you umder-
stand what T mean. On the
other hand, if -1 -went to a
meeting of miners it was not
advisable to praise the mine
managers, if youw understand
what 1 mean....If 1 addressed a
meeting of electricity committees
and there was some difficulty
about plant for which I certainly
was not responsible, they could
not pin that on me whatever else
they did. 1f that had to be
done T had to adapt myself to
the kind of people at the meet-
ing. Sometimes it was a dinner,
and you know what. happens
when you make an affer-dinner
speech.  You have to be nice to
the people, particularly when
they provide you ‘with a dinner,
and so 1 had to adapt myself
right  throughout the two
years, . . "

This little gem of cynicism, re-
to mind,  that Shinwell

orkers employed in those hotels
ere on  strike for trade wnion

Trinding himself in the

ese occasions, Shinwell preferred

to forget the fact that the wm‘km‘sl

njdoyed - in the. hotels were on

hespitality of his
hosts,

It will now become clearer to
the miners also, why the bureau-
crats on the Natiomal Coal Board
centinued to act on very much their
old reactionary lines towards the
m e, when Shinwell was
Minister of Fuel. As  Shinwell
said: . ... when I went to a
meeting of mine managers, it was
not always advisable to praise the
miners,” ete . .

strike-breaking

Here speaks the clearest voice of

opportunisni ; *of adaption to the
class needs of the enemy. What
has it got to do with the struggle
for Socialism when a * leader ™ of
the working class in effect tells
ote story to the workers in- the
effort to he “popular”, and the
obposite story when he i3 with the
bosses and their representatives!
Thus, his speeches to the workers
can  only be regarded as sheer
demagogy. '

What Shinwell does—and let it
be remembered that e is one of the
‘lefts ¥ !'—the other Labour leaders
also do as a matter of course.
Ouly Shinwell happens to have “ lot
the cat out of the bag.™ !

The workers must teach these
Labour chameleons a lesson, The
workers need representatives who
both in word and deed do not
“adapt” themselves to the eom-

strike and “thoroughly enjoyed” the | pany or interests of the hosses.

the Indian Section

Bombay.
14 October, 1947.

1t is two days sinee T landed in

Bombay, London seems so far
away from here and so unreal
Here is an entively new world, 1

have taken to it like a fish takes to
water but only because 1 like the
poii’ﬁcu] atmosphere, 1 think we
have great pos~ibilities in this im-

management. | reeeption
Nevertheless, foremen were brought Porganised efficiently with big hand-

menge  sub-continent. Yesterday
the group here gave me a public
and the meeting was
‘written posters on  traing  and
trams. This was the first public
meeting organised by the group
here and it was very successful.
The hall was nearly full with about
200 people, mostly young lower
middle elass people—elerks, college
youths, ete. T spoke for one hour
and then dealt with many qgues-
tions for another 45 minutes.
What 1 liked best was the youth-
ful composition of the audience and
their interést. The group here were
greatly  elated. Many contacts
were obtained for the study eirvele,

In Bombay, the most modern city
in India, the prestige of Stalinism
has sunk very low indeed. 1t is
not so in Caleutta. The group has
organised another public meeting
next ¥riday. After that T shall
go to Caleutta.

Life ig going to be pretty tough,
The eomrades here live under great
hardships., Tor the majority of the
Party  professionals there is no
normal life. "They are very good
comrades, There is quite a good
feeling among the comrades,

The Press has given a lot of
pablicity .to_me and to our .meet-

i e i, . pRORpes S e

FROM AJIT ROY

We are sure our readers will be eager to read of news
froimm Conurade Ajit Roy, who is now in India, working with
of the Fourth International..

The

following are extracts from letterg to his wife Comrade

Annie Roy, who is soon to follow him,

Madras where Comrade Pillai has
been released from prison and has-
onee again taken on his
position as the President of Madras
Labour Union. We are goihg full
speed ahead to spread out politie-
ally among * the youth and the
students and build cadres. I ex-
pect I shall go there soon to put
our political position with Comrade
Pillai chairving for me.

Bombay—18th October.

Yesterday we organised a meet-
ing in another part of Bombay
and it was & huge suceess. The
hall which seats 400 people, was
completely packed out and the cor-
ridors 2ll round were crowded ont.
The -Bombay -comrades arve pleased
as punch. This is the first time
that they are comihg out as an
open party boldly before the public.
I launched a forthright attack on
the Congress, the C.8.P., and the
Stalinists and there was = no
hostility from the audience, mostly .
youth with a sprinkling of workers.
There were some Stalinists but they
were gverawed.  In Bombay the
CLI e very diseredited and don't
have the strength whieh they have
in  Dengal, We seid & lot
of literature aud got many names
for study circles, The worker

| comrades who had shouldered the

main burden of publicising - and
advertising  the meeting  were
happy. One of them had taken a
day off from the mills to distribute
leaflets, In India taking a da‘y
off is a real wacrifice.

Today. I am going to speak to a
wool-textile workers’ gathering to
discuss the formation of a Union
‘real pro-
deavi G

with them.
spects  here
e

We have
I ari

——

A Welsh Miner
~ Speaks

Abertillery, Mon.

How mapy people outside of the
South Wales Coalfield are aware
that here in the Welsh mines, there
operates a caste system? Maybe it
will comie as a shock to some, to
learn that the majority of Welsh
miners do not reeeive £5 per weel,
cspecially after reading the N.C.B3.'s
exhortation to “ join the ranks of
@ well-paid industry,”

By far, in the majority, these
men are known as day-wage men,
the cinderella men of mining who
are “ Working AND WANTING.”
Fngaged upon such vital occupa-
tions as haulage, repair, and main-
tenance, key men of the collieries
manuing tlie nation’s mines for a
pittance well below £5 per week—
these then, are the ** untouchables
in the great Welsh “ caste ™ system
operating here.

At the other end of the scale is
the collier (the minority) the men
who actnally shovel the coal on the
conveyors, coal which incidentally
s been eut for Lim by a Day-
Wage man. IPinancially he is
ahead of his fellow worker for he
does get something like the N.C.B.
posters  would have the nation
beliteve all miners get.

Now, between 1he Jowest un-
touchable, the swrface worker who
gets a basic £4 10s. 0d4. Dbefore
stoppages, and the ecollier, come
various other seets, one getting a
copper or so more than the other,
according to their status’ in  the
social scale, all part of a vicious
complex system of wages that could
never be understood by the out-
gider, and forming the greatest
field of exploitation ever witnessed

in any industry.

How does this pernicious system
operate? Since  within  living
memory, collier has Dbeen pitted
against  collier, day-wage man
against day-wage man, They have
been expertly juggled with these
various  grades  paying  secret
monies through innumerable loop-
holes, and prevents auy unison of
action  based upon this  evil
stracture.  IWor the benefit of the
layman, let us quote an example.
“AY and “B* arve two labourers
werking in the same distriet, Their
wage Is £4 18s. Gd. before stop-
pages. The * Wireman ” takes “ B *
aside and says: “ Look, I'm going to
put you in a bonus of half a shift
a week, but keep your trap shut.”
And so, though each performing

the same dutics, “ B” now leaves
“A7 and puts his boot upen the
first rang of the “caste” ladder.

“A” does not know this. -

The Porter Award gave the
underground worker a £5 minimum,
This he mnever got! 1s. 6d. is
stopped for coal, and his pay-
docket to  (his day is marked
:: Total Farnings £4 18s& 6d. The
“Amount Payable” of course,
is below this again. Al day-wage
men come under this heading under
the Award, but the “ divide and
rule ¥ hoys immediately got to
work, They stopped the tiniher.
men - an - extra 1/- a day. 'They
have brought various grades 011t.0
a4 sort of “ make-up resembling
bicce-work, in every cuse totally iu-
adequate to the task performed and
the status quo has heen maintained,

And let it here be miserably said
that ali the divide and rule boys
are not on the mauagerial side.
Many N.U.M. leaders logk upon the
day-wage problem through Bralmin
glasses.

But things are beginning  to
move, Th(} day-wage man is
becoming militant, A new wage

structure has been promised him
in January, Bewildered, he reads
the Government announcement not
to press for a wage inereasc. He
sees all the old officials around hin.
He cannot understand the policy of
collahoration undertalen by his
leaders, the exhortations and
threats of the hurcaveratic Coal
Beard. But he knows Le has n
case ! A case erying out aloud for
readjustment. And he looks for a
lead. That will come ! ' Not
through ™ “ communist”  [orner
but from the rvanks of his own
comrades,

The fake of capitalist nationsal-
isation is being analysed. The
day-wage man of South Wales
may in the near future toss your,
bureaucratic chatter hack in your
face with the words: “ Workers’
control or nothing!

Constant friction Dbetween the
day-wage and piece-workers in the
pits is one of the results of this
crazy heirarchical wages system.

The more anxious workers among
both groups recognise the evil and
fight against it maintaining the
essential unity of the miners as a
whole. With this unity we must
go to the Lodges with the demand :
A New Wage Structure Now !

Immediate readustment of wages
to bring the day-wage men into line
with the collier, and the smashing
of the evil system of secret pay-
ments once and for all. Let
neither panalties nor piffle hinder
the call of the *“ uniouchables.”
“ABOLISTT CASTE!”

T. BAYLISS
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The King’s peech

CALL A HALT!

Coming soon after Cripps’
in

aonounced farther cuts

* erisis > speech in which he

foed, consumption goods,

housing and other building prejects, the King’s Speech con-.
tained nothing te indicate that ths many problems facing
the working elass in Britain today, would be mwet by any
real socialist measures or planning. . On the eontrary, the
programme of the third Parliamentary session of the

Labour

Government, as outlined in the speech, fore-

shadowed further burdens and hardships for the working

class of Britain,

Under the pressure of the capitalists, a halt has been
called by the Labour leaders to the trend of their first
two years in power, when numerocus smail reforms in the
interests of the workers were earried through. Emboldened
by the timidity of the Labowr leaders, the capitalists crack
the whip and demand further inroads en the existing

standards of the workers,

They are enceuraged by the

dquiescence of the Labour Ieaders who have not hesitated
to place the buidens on the backs of the workers, while
at the same time they refrain from taking any drastic
steps against the interests of capital.

The spaech outlined legislation to Bo carried through
on the House of Lords reform, mationalisation of the gas
industry, and some reforms affecting criminal justice.
Capitalist planning and mismanagement in industry are to

continue; the worker

who
‘ requndant ’ is to come under labcur direction.

unemployed or
Control

becomes

of the powerful iron and steel indusiries is to remain in
the hands of private owmership and its mationalisation

pushed off indefinitely.

The record profits being reaped

by the capitalists are te continue,

The “Daily Mail”, praising Cripps, urges further
attacks upon the standards of living of the worlkers and
comments : “ We shall have less food, tobaceo, petrol,
goods, but we can do if, We must de it, We will do it.”

“‘Ws”, of course,

means the working class,

“ Sir

Stafford ”, continues the “Daily Mail” (24.10.47), * pro-
poses to cut capital expenditure by £200,000,000. Good !—

but not good enough.

The meoney - spent on houses,

factories, roads, -bridgss and the like is taking men and
materials from the export frade.” Naturally, the “ Daily
Mail ” makes no mention of the vast profits being reaped
by the capitalists from the *“ mere preduction » for export

cry of the Labour Goverrament,

Under discussion at the moment between the Trade
Union leaders and the Labour Government is the guestion
of abolishing or cutting the food subsidies, which will mean

an inereased cost of living for the workers.

Together

with this is being discussed the Government’s proposals to

“ gtabilise ” wages.

Ti is time the working class called a

halt. Finish with this policy of retreat in the face of the
capitalists. - End the policy of laying the burdens of the
economic difficulties on the already overburdened backs of

the working class.

when the Labour Government first came. to power,

Begin now, ‘what should have begun

a real

offensive against capital, backed up with a unified gocial‘ist
plan. This is the only way in which the present s1tuat30n
can be tackled in a manner advantageous to the working

class.

Labour and Trade Union movement.

This must be the resolve of the rank and file of the

And this resolve

must find its way in ever growing pressure from the
pranches on the leaders of the Trade Unions, the Labour
Party and the Government which they have set ‘ap.

Evidenece Against
Bill Ainsworth

R.CP. CONGRESS RESOLUTION READ IN COURT

« MESSAGE T0 THE
GERMAN WORKERS FROM
THE R.C.P. CONGRESS
* This Annual Congress
(August, 1947} of the Rgvohl—
lationary Copymunist Party,
British Section of the Ilourth
International, expresses its sym-
pathy and * solidarity with the
milliong of German people \\:1\0
suffer the oppression of the Allied

armies of occupation,

Conference unconditionally re-
iterates the fundamental sp(‘mhst
prineinle regarding thcll'lght l_)f‘
every people to determine their
own form of government. Con-
ference Dbrotests .agmns_t ‘thve
continued partitioning of Ger-
many, demands the \\rlthdrn_wﬁl
of all Allied forces of ncmgmtmu,
and demands that the German
people be allowed the right to

i own

Jemocratically elect their
withont

form of Government

pressure from any source. 7
Conference condemns the

policy of the British Govern-

ment, which places every obstacle
in the way of the free develop-

ment of the German working
clags  movement  and )vln_ch
strengthens the capitalist

elements in German society and
considers that this Government
policy ddes not aid .the interests
of the Ljritish working class but

the intevests of British capital-
ism.

Conference  considers as  the
only guurantee for peace, freedom
and  bread for the German
masses Lo be the snccessfui
struggle against the oecupation
powers, which must be led by the

German:  working class in the
spirit of internationalism and
linked to -the overthrow of
Cerman  capitalism  and  for
‘workers® contrel of the German
state and of the means of
production.

Conference calls  upon  all
geetions  of the working class

movement to give their foll sup-
pert to the starving German
masses in their fight for self-
determination and socialism. It
calls on British workers in
uniform  to  recognise that fthe
German workers are their class
brothers, requirving their help in
spreading  the 1deas of  inter-
nationalism and socialism within
the German masses. .
Clonference CXPEeSSES its
especial  solidarity  with - the
Gierman prisoners of war in this
country, and considers that the

organised  Labour and Trade
Union movement should insist

upon the immediate end of their
nse in a system of slave labour
and that they be immediately
freed and given bhoth the right
and the piractical possibility of
innnediate repatriation to
Germany.”

SO-CALED
MILITANT MEMBERS

Vyshinsky and Stalin
Assure Capitalists

this  *“ Information
revival of the inter-

But s
Bureau” a

national Comintern of ILenin?
Vyshinsky was entirely correct
when he  assured the TLN.O.

Assembly that those who thought
g0 were suffering from delusions
and nightmares, - Now, Stalin him-
self lends his aunthoritative voice
in confirmation. In an interview
with Konni Zilliacus, Stalin said:

*To attempt te form a Com-
munist International would be a
Utopian  enterprise, and Com-
munists are not Utopian.”

The Third International

It would be utopian for the
Stalinists  Decause  they  have
abandoned  the world socialist
revolution. The Third Communist

International was established with
the purpose of overthrowing world
capitalism and establishing world
gocialism. It was first called for
by Lenin in 1914 when the Second
International of Social Democracy
betrayed the programme of inter-
national secialism by supporting the
imperialist war. The Second Inter-
national had abandened its historie
role; instead of uniting  the
workers of all lands, it divided
them by support of the imperialist
war.

Tn March 1919, a Congress was
beld in Moscow composed of dele-
gates from all countries of the
world te formy the mnew * Clom-
munist ¥ International. The Third
Tufernational was set up as a
revolutionary general staff, to lead
and guide the workers of the world
in the international struggle against
capitalism-imperialism and for the
socialist revolution: ~ But under the
leadership of Stalin, with lis
theory  of  “goeinlism  in one
country,” the Communist Inter-
national degenerated from a
Marxist international organisation
into an agency of Saltinist foreign
diplomacy.

“ Justifieation ” Of
Dissolution

Workers will reeall the eynicism
with whieh the Stalinigt leadership
justified the disrolution of the Third
Ceommunist  International. Tha
official anmouncement read:

“ihe deep differences in
historic paths of development of
the wvarious conntries  of

and even of the contradiction in
the level and fempo of their
economic and political develop-
ment, and finally differences in
the degree of consciousness ond
orgunisaiion of their workers,
conditioned the different prollems
which faced the working ecluss
of each particulur country.

The entire course of events for
ihe pust guarter of a century a8
well as the acewnnleted erperi-
ances of the Oonimunist Inler-

e tionaal, hare coneineingly
chown  thet the organisational
fornt for uniting the workers,

chosen by the First Congress of
the Communist Internctional
and which ecorresponds to the
weeds of the initial period of the
rebirth  of the working class
movement, has more and wmore
become wutgrown by the niove-
ment's development and by the
increasing  complewity of ifs
problems in = the sepurete
countries, and has even become @
Tindrance to the strengthening
of the national working class

purties.”

of truth.

&talin_ bad indeed *‘ hecome
hindrance
revolutionary
where. When Hitler came
power without a lead from
Comintern for a united front of
the workers against fascism the
Trotskyist Left Opposition de-
nounced this as a betrayal and pro-
elaimed the need for a new inter-
national, the Fourth International,
to ecarry the banner of inter-
nationalisin, "T'he Fourth Inter-
national was organised in 1938 on
the programmatie foundations Iaid
down by the Communist Inter-
national in its Wrst Feur Con-
gresses. The tasks of the Fourth
Tnternational will not' be completed,
the International will- not have
“heeome outgrown ? nntil eapital-
jsm - everywhere is  destroyed and

movement

tthe workers have taken power.

COMINFORM 1S O]
WORKMEN'S INTERNATIC

‘The Need for an International was

Never Greater

HAS RAISED HOPES
THE COMMUNIST

The Manifesto Of The
Cominform

The Manifesto igsued by the
Information Bureau is proof enongh
that the aim of this new body 15
not to reorganise thé Communist
International on the basis of world
revolution against capitalism.

The Manifesto blandly states
that Anglo-American imperialism
participated in World War IL for
imperialist reasons, and thit today,
“ America dnd England aim at the
strengthening  of imperialism and
choking democracy.”

At first glance, this appears to
be ‘a more radieal’ line than the
one followed by .the Stalinists
during the course of the last im-
perialist war. Then, the war was
a ‘just, anti-Faseist” way, and
those who opposed it as imperial-
ists, were. labelled “fasecists ™ and
“traitors,”  In  the Declaration
addressed to the Workers of All
Countries, tie Secretariat of the
Fourth International writes:

“WORKHERS ! You who hare
read the Manifesto issued Ly the

Bureau, remember along what
fines the Stelinist leadership
proposed  that gou  strugyle

dwring the whole of the im-
pervialist wear, und even after ils
termination.

Y Remember that those peaple
who are todey dncovering the
war cims of the United Stales
and Britain during the lust con”
fict, and the division of the
world into two opposing cunps—
that of dmperialism and that of

- the U S.8.R. and ity satellites—
are the wvery same people who
throughout the lust iy
adrocated the policy of holy
alliance awith. the imperialist
fallies . They sabotaged oll
class ection against these allies.
They acclaimed the nwnes of the
‘grent  democretic  lewders '—
Churehill, De Gaulle, Roosevelt.

They . denied th imperialist
chardeter — of © we T war  and
furiowsly  aftacked the prole-
tarian and fwternationalist

tendenoy of the workers more-
ment, the Fourth Iniernationdl,
. which called the acorkers of oll
countries, whether they were
allies of the U.88.R.. v not
to revolutionary action ageinsi
the war and imperialism in order
to prepare for the congunest of
power by the working cluss.”

Popular Front Again

The new line has nothing to do

world, the differences of character | determination,”

with workers' struggle or revolu-
tion., This is clearly scen in the
elaboration of the Manifesto as fc

the the aims the Stalinist parties: are

It is the programme

to pursue.
independence and

of *“national

the  govereignty, independence and self-

The. Stalinist
Parties, the Manifesto declares,
should * co-ordinate their efforts on
the basis of a common anti-
imperialistic and democratic plat-
form as well as gather around
themselves all democratic and
patriotic forces {read capitalists)
in their respective nations.”

The American * Daily Worker ”
applying this to the ¥nited States,
declared that the * nation urgently
needs a strong anti-monopoly, anti-
war coalition hased - on the
Roosevelt-Wallace line.” .

Nnt.llin'g about socialism and the

struggle of the working clase
ngainst the eapitalist system. All
the Stalinists want ‘s & nen-

aggression pact from Wall Street
plns  dollar  eredits. As  «the
Anerican Stalinists put it in their
“The way  to ease the

paper :
tension. . . is to revive the
Roosevelt-Stalin plan  for world

co-operation and mufual aid.”

Here is the Popular Front with
the “good ¥ capitalists: the policy

which prepared the way for
“mnational unity ” with the elass

enemy during the imperialist war.

The Manifesto talks of *“defend-
ing national honour and independ-
ence —— this, at a  period when
the national frontiers, like the
privately owned means of produc-
tion, have outlived their usefulness

Within this hotch-potech of lies and become an chstacle to futare
there is -eontained a single kernel  progress.

The Communist Inter- ) need u‘uity
national under the leadership of not the continuance .of national
4 states.
to the growth of the kind

every- | Socialist States of Europe and the
to , World,
the democratic. and patriotic forces.”

Turope and the world
on. a socialist hasis,

The way forward for man-

is  through the TUnited

not -a bloec with *ali

The Manifesto ecills “for the
fight against imperialism and for
national independence and the
rights of self-deterniination. DBut

Russian troops remain 'in occupa-
tion of Germany and half Hurope,
looting ~these . countries to enrich
the Russian  bureducrats. In
words, they fight imperialism, but
in the Far East, the people of
Northern Korea are held under
the domination of the Stalinist
bureauncracy by occupation armies,
and Manchuria is being stripped of

it wealth and machinery. The
Trench, Clommunist Party —
gsignatory to the Manifesto-—
demands that Indo-China and

THE MEETING OF THE NINE COMMUNIST PARTIES IN POLAND AND
THE SETTING UP OF THE “ COMMUNIST INFORMATION BUREAU”, THE
“ COMINFORM ~,
oF

IN THE HEARTS OF

PARTY — HOPES THAT THE
COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL OF LENIN IS BEING REVIVED.

Algeria remain within the “ 1rench

Union”, namely the French
Empire. The DBritish CP. ad-
vocates imperialist  expansionist

measures for “our” Empire, thus
asgisting in the exploitation of the
colonial people,

The Fourth International

The; Only Road

This is not a call to struggle
against imperialism. It is only
part of the Stalinists’ manceuvres
against their former *“ allies™ in
order to bring pressure for - new
pact. Tomorrow, if the conflict
between the Anglo-American bloe
and the T.B.S.R. can he
ameliorated  for a  time, the
Belgrade DBureau will disappear
from the scene, The Communist
Parties of Furope fight, not for
workers’  governments  but  for
positions in capitalist eabinets in
order to influence foreign policy
in Hne with that of the Kremlin.

Communist  Workers !
“ Information IDBurean ™ of Nine
Parties, by the very wording of
their Manifesto, denies the need for

revolutionary class  action. B3t
history has proved that only
through the revolutionary over-
throw of capitalism can the
workers embark on the road to
socialisnr The  Third  Inter-

national has been buried by Stalin,
But the ideas ou which it was
founded live on, embodied in the
programme of the Fourth (Trot-
skyist) TInternational, the world
party of socialist revolution. We
call upon you, Communist workers
who remain loyal to the ideas of
internationalism to take your
rightful, place in the ranks of the
Fourth International.

FOR THE UNITED SOCIAL-
IST STATES OF EUROPE AND
THE WORLD ! BUILD THE
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL !

The |
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The Russian

Thirty years ago in Noven

Bolsheviks at their head, the |
had seized power.

Beyond the frontiers of Ru
worker in industry, the toile
with hope in a world seemin

hand, the bankers, industriali

feet,
capitalist statesmen of the

heneath their

Lurope and Asia as a result

The divisions between the warring
nationg—Germany and the Central
Powers "an the one side, Britain,
America and the Allies on the
other—were pushed inte the back-
ground by this new development.
The capitalist class” of both sides
temporarily forgot the lies and race
hatred they had been pouring cut
against the “ enemy nation,” by
which they exhorted the workers
of hoth sides to engage in slaughter
for the imperialists interc ts, and
joined hands against the young
workers’ state, the Soviet Union,

But just as the capitalists of
both sides made their joint attack
against the Russian Revelution, so
the workers of the warring states
saw in this mighty historical event
a ‘step in the interests of their
class, irrespective of nation. The
Russian Revolution peinted to the
basic division in the world—that
hetween exploited and exploiter.

significance of
Just this.

What was the
that event 30 years ago?
That for the first time in the
history of mankind the common
people, the workers and peasants,
had overthrown the capitalists and
landlords and established their own
regime. Out of the very chaos,
hunger and misery of the war into
which a decayved capitalism had
inevitably led humanity, the first
workers’ state was horn. A new
eeconomy was founded. The event
shed its light across the darlmess
that had  descended on  the

breath at the news that came from Russia.

Revolution

and Since . . .
BY ROY TEARSE

iber 1917, the world held its
With the

Russian workers and peasants

ssia, the rank and file goldier,

surrounded by the blood and filth of the trenches, the

e on the land, bhecame filled
gly gone mad. On the other

sts and landlords of the entire

world trembled with fright as they felt the ground shake
Churchill, Clemenceat, Wilson—the

entire world were paralysed

by the hot breath of revolution which began to sweep

of the events in Russia.

peasants, the soldiers and sailors,
that the DBolsheviks rallied the
magzses to their side. Demonstrat-
ing their consistency in struggle
for the interests of the workers and
peasants, who saw in the Bolshevik
party the ouly force capable of
carrying out their will. Under the
slogan of “IPeace, Bread and Land”,
the masses placed the Bolsheviks
in power in November,

Never Was A Government
More Maligned

Never was a Government more
maligned than that of the young
workers’ republic. A campaign of
slander and vilification was
launched against the Bolsheviks,
who were deseribed as  mass
murderers, as hestial rapers of
women, as slaughterers of children
in their eradles, as cverything that
is vile to mankind. No lie was too
incredible for usc against the
Russian Revolution. No slander
was too base for the world ruling
class to use against the state which
proudly proclaimed itself as the
Citadel of the World Working
Class. ’

This slander was poured out by
the Allies and the Central Powers
alike. And they went further, and
according to which *“ side ™ they
were on, they tried to inflame their
own working classes * against the
Bolsheviks by aeceusing them (in
the case of the Allies) of being a

Furopean continent and heyond.

e

“The inspirer of the revolut on
from Dbeginning to end was the
Central Committee of the Party
headed by Comrade Lenin.
Vladimir Ilych was then living in
Petrograd in a conspirative apart-
ment in the Vyborg distriet. On
the evening of October 24th, he
was summoned to Smoluy for the
reneral leadership of the movement.
All the work of practieal organ-
isation of the insurrection was
eondueted under the Immediate
leadership of the President of the
Petrograd Soviet, Comrade Trotsky.
It is possible to declare with
certainty that the swift passing of
the garrison to the side of the
Soviet, and the skilful dircetion of
the work of the Military Revolu-
tionary Committee, the party owes
principally and first of all - to
Comrade Trotsky.”

— Stalin in “ Pravda’,
6th November, 19185,

‘final fulfilment, To good effect had

For ¢ Marzist understonding
of the Spanish stluation,
read:

“ Revolution znd
Counter-Revolution
in Spain”
by Felix Morrow
S/

e

Obtainable from
Business Manager.
256, Harrow Read,

London, W.2,

. ‘whelming

At last, after three years of war,

Lenin and Trotsky, 1918

it offered of hope to the
masses, ‘

It meant this, teo: that for the
first time in history the masses had
been led by men who understood
the laws of history, who truly
grasped the direction of events, who
really represented the interests and
aspirations of the exploited masses.
The Russian Revolution was dis-
tinguished by the degree of con-
sciousness that went into its
preparation, the working out of its
perspectives and methods, and its

a ray

Lenin and Trotsky as its prineipal
leaders, studied and applicd the
seientific methed of Marxism. To
good effect had a revolutionary

Mavxist party been built to lead
the inevitable movement of the
nmasses.

The events in Russia before the
Revolution had been a final testing
time for the Russian equivalents of
our Labour leaders. The over-
bulk of the Russian
masses had given their support to
these “leaders ” . after the first
revolution in April.  The masses
looked to these Mensheviks to lead
them out of the barbarities of war,
the hunger they were enduring,
their intolerable conditions which
contrasted sharply with the I §
laxuries enjoyed by the arvistoeracy,
the landlords, capitalists and
bankers.

However, instead of going for-
ward to completely  smash  the
power of the exploiters, they held
in check the tremendons wave of
struggle set in motion in April and
proceeded to hand over the power to
the capitalists, Théy entered a
coalition government with. repre-
sentatives of the capitalist class,
Against the intervests of the masses
that had given them power they
planved to engage Russia even more
intensely  than  Defore in  the
imperialist war, .

It was avising from the struggle
against the Menshevik befrayal of

German puppet: Government, with
Lenin and Trotsky as * German
Agents,” and:i- (in .the - case- of.
Germany) of being in the pay -of
Fngland. In Ameérica “documents”
were’ publiched to ‘" prove ™  that
the Bolshevilks had an agreement
with ‘the German DBanks, and that
the list of candidates for the Bol-
shevik  Central Committee  were
submitted to the German General
Staff for endorsement,

In a frenzy of hate and fear,
the ruling class of the world waged
war for three years against the
voung Soviet Republic. In the
van .of the organisation of this war
of intervention was  Winston
Churchill, DBut all their attempts
were in vain. Unable to drown the
revolutionary appeal of the Bol-
sheviks by their slanderous lies,
they found growing and effective
opposition of the Tureopean and
world workers to their plans to
crush the revolution.

Beolshevik Struggle Was
Internationalist

It was the strike of the dockers
and the threat of a general strike
in Britain, the mutiny of the
French Iflect, the class solidarity
demonstrated by the workers in
every capitalist eountry, -which
played an important role in de-
feating the capitalist war of
intervention. But all this bad been’
made possible and strengthened by
the essential internationalist
character of the Bolshevik struggle.
Worthy of note is the order issued
by Trotsky, as Commander in Chief
of the Red Army, on October 24th,
1919

“Bul even to-day, when we

are engaged in a bitter fight with
Yudenich, the.  hireling of -
England, Y demand that you
never forget that there are two
Englands. Besides the England
of profits, of violence, bribery and
bloodthistiness, there is the
England of labour, of spiritual
power, of high ideals of inter-
national solidarity. It is the
base and dishonest England of
the Stoek Exchange manipulators
that is fighting us.” )

Throughout their eutire struggle,
the Bolsheviks tirelessly - differen-
tiated between the workers and the
-rulin_g; classes. This was the
granite foundation of their policy,
which trinmphed against the: forces
of reaction. Without such an in-
ternationalist working class policy
there could never have been a revo-
lution, Without such a poliey, the
young workers’ vrepublic would
never have survived, The defeat
of the attacks of the Churchills, the
Yon der Goltw's, the Deniking and
the Kolchaks was the triumph of
the ideological struggle, erystal-
lised in the slogan: *“ Workers of
all lands unite ! ! "

Aim Of The Revelution

The essential aim of the revolu-
tion was to place power solidiy in
the hands of the working class, to
abolish all privilege and rank, to
contrel the economy in the interests
of the toilers and to establish a

the interests of the workers and

{Continued on Page 4.)
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Anti-Fascist Fight
C.P. Claims Credit

T. REILLY

While the Home Secretary and the Labour leaders ke.ep
assuring delegations from Trades Councils that the Fascist

BY

movement is nothing to worry
the inerease and they become

The recent attack made on
C.P., and the

What is alarming large sections
of workers is the increase of fascist
activity since the ond of the war.
Mr. M, Orbach, M.P., said at a
meeting that there were now 22
national organisations publishing 30
papers avowedly devoted to raeial
and religious hatred, with a mem-
bership of 10,000,

In London, many Trades Qouncils
have held public meetings and
demonstrations have been and are
*being held to swell the demand that
Fageism must be destroyed at birth.
We uanderstand that the Camden
Town Branch of the AU, are
organising the local workers on
November 1st, to march to 10
Downing Strect to demand aetion
against the Faseists.

Delegates  vepresenting 30,000
members of the British Legion in
the N.I%. District of London passed
a resolution denouncing the hate
propaganda of the Hascists.

Of particular concern to workers
is the way in which the State
machine is used to protect the
IFascist movement. For instance,
heavy police protection is provided
at fascist meetings against angry
workers,

‘In this struggle the Revolution-
ary Communist Party is playing a
prominent part. Wherever the
Ifascists  vear their heads, the
Trotskyists pat forward the idea of
a united front of all workers organ-

isations to smash faseism. At
Itidley Road, we have heen active
in  taking the pitch from the

Fascists und holding united front
meetings  with Common Wealth
Party and militant trade unionists,
The C.P, leadership has deserted
the struggle against the Fascists at
Ridley Road and elsewhere, The
‘ Hackney and Kingsland Gazette ™
on Wednesday, 22nd October, re-
ported that the enly papers on sale
at Ridley Road were the League’s
and the R.C.P’s. “This appeared
to confirm reports that thig Party
(the Communist Party) had in-
structed its members to stay away
from thesc mectings.,” This was
never chailenged by the Communist
Party.

It was, therefore with amazement
that we read in “ Challenge ”, the
organ of the: Young Communist
League printed in its October issue
in two articles:

“In = the - last ~two " HGHE

Ridley Road has bhecome a by-
word among London’s workers,
For here -the Labour movement,
led by the Communist Party and
the Young Communist League,
has week after week given the
worliers’ answer to a form of
fascism just as murderous as the
bombs which laid waste to so.
much of our great city.”

E‘g*e.l'y active militant who has
barticipated in these struggles
during the past few weeks—and
many are rank and file members of

nightly dissemination
priopaganda are a danger signal for all militant trade
unionists and political workers,

about, faseist activity is on
‘more emboldened.

the premises of the Bristol
of anti-Labour

the C.P.—is aware that the Com-
munist Party has been conspicuous
only by its absence. The Party
has had mno official platform in
opposition to the fascists since last
month, when an ali-London Y.C.L.
meeting which was due to be held
at Ridley Road was suddenly ean-
celled +without any explanation
being given to the members, It
soon became obvious that a new
line had been decided upon. From
then on members of the C.T. and
Y.C.L. were dissuaded from going
to Ridley Road and at best told not
to go as an organised body.

This has cauged considerable ‘dis-
content both in the ranks of the
P, and Y. C.L. in the London and
Bast London area and this dis-
content huas  been expressed in’
numeroug branches. .

One thing only iz certain: that
the active and militant C.P.ers find
comumon  ground with other mili-
tants of Common Wealth and the
Trotskyists who are the only
political organisations that carry
an organised platform and struggle
against the fascists.

Below is a copy of a resolution
passed al a meeting in Ridley
Road, London, held by the
Revolutionary Communist Iarty
and the Common Wealth where
about 2,000 workers took part.
We have circulated this reso-
lution to over 300 Trade Union
Branches and a number of
Trades Councils in  London.
| We ask all frade unionists to
press this resolution inm their
branches and force the TUnion
leaders (o talie up the demands.
Ask for an R.C.P. representative
to speak to your branch on the
menace of fascism.

“Uhis united frond meeting
held at Ridley Road colls wpon
all working class organisations
to unite lheir forces against the
fuscists and to organise common
platforms and defence organisa-
tions  with “the bject. of
destroying fascism.

It oalls wpon all workers io
refuse to prind, transport or
sort,. aend  upon the Union
Ezecutives to meke this a rule.

1t calls upon the Government
to male illegal the propagation
of anti-semitiem or voce-hatred
in amy form, and to protect any
section of the population which
enforces this lew or which s
involved in any eelivity against
the fescists.”

— Passed unanimously.

Special Appeal to Readers

R AR S e e

We Need a

Comrades ;: In the lasi issue
of the “Socialist Appeal” we
appealed for money to help us
buy equipment io combat the
fascists who have Lremendous
resourees, Already readers have
subscribed £35 15s. 6d. Of this
we have speni £25 on a loud-
speaker. £70 is needed to huy
a small motor van. We appeal
to all anti-fascists o send in
donations; and aid such anti-
fascist work.

ALREADY SUBSCRIBED :

£ s d

Coliection at Ridley
Road (5.10.47) ... 2 6 7
Joek ...l o 110 0

EL<p e

WALES TOUR.—Jock Haston
will be at the following places in
November :

Gth.—Swansca, HBlysium Build-

ings, High Street, at 7 p.m.
7th.—G.C.G., Welfare Hall, Com-
_ mittee Room, at 7 p.m,
$th-—~Neath, Open Air Meeting
in afternoom.

9th.—Neath Town Hall, at 7.45
p.an.

10th.—Ystalyfera.

11th.~—Contact meeting.

it is hoped to fit in & meeting at
Tredegar, :
®

* %

DEBATE.—Between the R.C.P.
Wednesday, 19th

and S.P.G.B,

November, at 8 pm. Co-op Hall,
Hampton Wood (Just over
Kingston Bridge), KHingston.
“WHICH PARTY SHOULD
TIIE WORKING CLASS

for the Loudspeaker and Van

J.S. (London) ...... 10 0 0
J.C. (N1 L. 10 0
G.L. {(Birmingham) 1 0 0
Hampstead ............ 110 0
London Social ...... 718 8
.3 (1571 T ———— 1 0 0
Cheltenham  ......... 4 6
“Floor” ......... 0 0
Tom N. (Glasgow)..., 5 0 ¢
A, and J.

(South Bucks) 3 0 0
BE, wsorimiame 1 6 0
“Tea Shop ............ 3 3

Jollection at
Ridley Road ...... 1 2 6
£35 15 ¢
i i ]

Further £70.

SEAMEN ON STRIKE

(Continued from Poge 1.)

All sections of the working elass, !
particularly the dockers, tug-hoat
men, ship repair workers, shore-
men, all must aid the seamen in
their completely just fight.

This fight is not only for the
reform  of labour conditions: it
goes much further. It is against
the whole policy of the shipowners
—their apparent unconcern for life
and the safety of ships; their bar
baric treatment of coloured seamen,
and the foul conditions forced upon
British seamen, It is a fight
against the netorionsly bureaucratic
and reactionary leadership of the
N.8.U,, and for the transformation
of the Seamen’s Union into a live,
militant and fighting organisation
led by militants, democratically
elected and paid no more than the
average wage of a scaman,

Workers : Touch no ship. Do
not aid the Shipowners, Demand
that your trade uniom act in
support of the strikers.

Scamen : Make the strike 100 per
cent.  No scabbing, Full support
to the Rank and File Commmittees.

Published by B, Grant,
266, Harrow Road, London, W.2.
Printed in Gt. Britain by C. A.

ing
capitalism and establish a French

handie fascist propagende of eny | |

1except coal getters)

miners remained ‘loyal,” the strike

CIVIL

(Oontinued from Pege 1.)

class would sweep away
Workers® Socialist Republic in the
wave of revolutionary enthusiasm
which took hold of the Irench
masses. Such was the indignation
of the . masses against the 60
Iamilies who owned the combines
and trusts and whoe ruled France
that the M,R.P. had to demagogic-
ally adopt nationalisation of big
industry and the Trusts as a plank
in their platform in order to retain
mass support. IZven de Gaulle him-
self had to pretend to stand for
some measures of nationalisation.
De Gaulle, who bad connections
with the Fascist Hooded Men, the
“ Cagoulards ”, who couspired to
overthrow the Hrench Republic
in the pre-war days, was system-
atically built wp as an  * anti-
Fascist V' here by the Stalinists and
Socialists during the war, in spite
of the fact that he had surrounded
himself with a staff of some shifty
and shady characters during the
way, many reactionaries and fascists
among them., His oppogsition to the
Nazis was not at all based on a
hatred of fascism but on the cal
culation that the interests of
French capitalism would be better
served by throwing in its lot with
American - DBritish  Imperialism
rather than German Imperialism.
Iissentially, he belonged to the same
grouping as the Detain-'"Weygand
reactionaries. Yet the leaders of
the workers’ mparties helped to
create the legend of de Gaulle as
the Leader of “ Fighting France.”

POWER WITHIN
'WORKERS’ GRASP

Throughout the war, de Gavlle
had been conspiving and plotting in
pursuance -of his aim of cstabiish-
ing a “strong France” with him-
self us a Donaparte after the war.
After “liberation ” he immediately
set about achieving this object.
But he found, by sad experieuce,
that it would be necessary to bide
his time. Despite his popularity
through, the myth of the new Joan
of Are who had rallied Frauce in
the hour of her defeat, he did not
have the mnecessary social Dbasis.
While the middle class regavded him
as a hero, any attempt to establish
a personal dictatorship at that
stage would have veceived lLittle
support even from the wmiddle class.
The middle class was swinging
Left. Only the impasse of the

e L

tact, has created the conditions
which bhave -made them swing
in desperation vielently in the
opposite direction, Without mass
support, de Gaulle.was paralysed.
He bowed before the gtorm. 'Fhe
workers in their overwhelming
majority voted for the Communists
who captured ' the French Trade
Unions whose mempership reached
from 7 to 8 millions, The hig
majority of -the French workers
became organised in the Unions.
The middle class * loocked to the
workers’ organisations to end the
ruin to- which eapitalism had
brought them. ~POWER WAS
AGAIN WITHIN THE GRASP
OFF THE FRENCH MASSKS.
The working class was in a strong
position to make:an assault on the
trusts and combines and would have
received the support of the middle
class, )

In the recent past, the Stalinists
were forced out of the Government
by a change in the foreign policy
of Stalin and the pressure of the
French  workers. THHowever, the
policies of class collaboration have
borne their bitter fruits. TFrench
Big DBusiness has gradually re-
established its position. The mono-
polies as usual have unloaded the

burden of their crimes, of the
catastrophe of  the war, and
the burdens of the vebuilding of
the economy on te  the
shoulders of the workers and the
middle class. #Meanwhile, their

profits have continued to mount.
The Black Market rules supreme in
France. Conditions there are far
worse than anything experienced
by the British. people.

CONDITIONS OF

MASSES
William Forrest in an article in
the * News Chronicle” as recenfly
as  October 17Tth, described the
starvation conditions of the massecs
as follows: .

“ Ment at 400 francs the Lilo
(about 8/- the b)) and 21.50
francs for @ single egy (104d.)
. .. Butter at 14/- per 1L, on the
black market . . . when if can be
obtadned. . . . ' Before the war’,
saidh the Deputy Mayor of Joeus
in the DBriey Basin, the ‘ Black
Country ' of Lovrraine . . . ‘I
found the worker would eqat 400
or BOO grammes of bread a day
and at the time he had lots of
other things as well, To-day,
when the other things aré luck-
ing, the bread ration is only 200
grammes ‘a day, and there are

present regime, which has left the
old ‘social structare of Franee in-

Scottish

BY D. G
On Monday, October 20th,

Coalfield struck again.

for increased wages would
Finding that no action had
they had been fricked into

The riging temper of the
Scottish miners over the manner in
which ' their claims were being
treated is demonstrated by the fact
that although the first strike in-
volved 48 pits and 16,000 men, in
this sccond strike 93 pits, involving
25,000 men, were affected.

The demands of the oncost
workers (all underground workers
is wimple in-
deed, They earn £5 per week, but
after deductions for income tax,
health and unemployment insur-
ance, pit lamp charges, medical
servieg, welfare and {for those who
gualify) supplies of coal, the
average wage packet of the oncost
men containg only £4 15s. poer week,
And this, only if they cover every
shift, and don’t make themselves
subject to the * Penalty Clausc.”
They are demanding £1 per week
increase, whieh would bring them
somewhat in line with the demands
of the other miners, and would
bring their wages up to a reason-
able level.

The miner is getting a bit fed up
with the fact that when he takes
militant action to force some
recognition of his just elaims, the
Union leaders are prepared to muake
all sorts of promises of what will
be done for them if only they will
go back to work, And when they
go back, their claims are treated
as  something that can wait
indefinitely. :

True to form, Ahe Moffatt and
Pearson, Stalinist officialy of the
Scottish Area N.U.M., have done
all they can to break the strike.
Instead of saying to the Coal
Board: “The men are right, get
down to it and do something about
their demands®, they lhave stood
by the Coal Board’s dawdling over
the miners’ elaims,

But the Scottish miners were
determined to treat this betrayal
for what it was worth. Within a
day or two after Moffatt had
beasted that the strike was confined
to only a small part of Lanark-
shire and that 97% of the Scottish

had spread throughout the entire
Scottish Coalfield and involved over
90 pits,

The contempt and arrogance of
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some of them who sacrifice even
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Fight for £1 Rise

ARBUTT
three weeks after they had

ended their previous strike, oncost workers in the Scottish
They resumed work afier
the first strike on the understanding that their demands

be taken wup immediately.
been talen, and considering
ending their struggle they

once again resorted to their only real weapon and
withdrew their labour a second fime,

mands of these nudners  was
demonstrated when on Wednesday,

October 22nd, ‘they broke off
negotiations  with the N.TU.M.
which were being conducted to

consider the national wage claims,
and moreover, stated that if the
strike was not ended they wounld
not meet on the next appointed
date, November 5th. The miners
met thig threat with an even further
extension of the -strike.

The Coal Boad ecould mnever
sncceed in any -of its policles of
“ getting tough with- the miners™
against what it ‘describes as “an
attempt to secure by foree a general
increase in wages,” were it not for
the grovelling policy of the Trade
Union bureauerats.

Despite the experience of the
Seottish  oncost workers of gross
neglect of their claims, the N.U.M.
executive has sent a letter to all
Branches condemning “ unofficial ”
strikes, and stating that * the time
is past when the threat of a
stoppage is nceded to exact just
demands.” (“Daily © Worker,”
25/1047). :

LIt iz an elementary tenet of the
Trade Union movement that, whilst
negotiations are important, the only
power of a Trade Union negotiator
is his willingness 'to use .the
organised thight which stands
behind him in the event of a failure
of the workers’ claims,

In their struggle against the
high-handed buréaucracy of the
Coal Board, the miners are faced
with a struggle for democracy in-
gide their own organisation, It is
high time that the * leaders * of the
miners’ union were shown that they
must stand by the men or relinguish
their jobs. . Their very use of the
term “ unofficial ¥ strike is an in-
dication that these hureauerats
think that democtacy begins at the
top. They have long since for-
gotten what it is like for an oncost
worker to try and maintain him-
sclf and his family on £4/15/- per
week.,  Thege officials must be paid
exactly the same wages as the
miner £t the point of production,
and receive an increase only when
the miners get an increase. They
would soon stArt recognising the
struggles of ‘the miners as
“official ” and instead of fizhting
against them, stand with the men

the N.C.B. towards the just de-

for their just wage claims.

FRANCE APPROACHES

part of that for their children,

All they take before they go off
te the foundry in the morning is
- cup of miserable ersoiz
coffee. . .

Y He took me doton the Rue de

Goprez, o long street of squulid
hovels owned—to their eternel
shame—>by the de Wendl femily
of industrial magnaies, * Go into
eny one of these houses,’ he
suid, * und see what they heve in
the way of potatees or coal for
the coming winter, You will
find precious little, if any.

¢ A skilled foundry worker geis

8,000 frames a wonth. A ton of
coal costs 4,000 francs, and 1,000
kilos of potatoes—which won’t

teke a fomily very fur-—cost

12,000 francs. Whel are they

going to do?’”

The conditions of the middle
class are not much better; in the
case of the lower middle class
particularly in the civil serviece,

CVEL WOTSE.
MIDDLE CLASS
RIGHT

SWINGS
The middle class is secking some
way of escape from the unbearable
conditions which obtain in France.
Meanwhile, scandals and swindles
which involve parliatqentary
leaders have again come before the
public eye. Illusions in the par-

lamentary regime are rapidly
fading. The Iourth Republic is

revealed as corrupt and effete as its
predecessors . The middle class is
becoming impatient, The workers
are not showing a way out of the
present situation, De Gaulle, with
his Lalo of the * strong man ™ who
led the * liberation™ of Ifrance,
gteps forward with his propaganda
for the *strong state.” Duped
and betrayed by the Radicals and
the M.R.P., the middle class in
despair, have swung over to the
side of the General

However, the working class has
remained firm in its support for
Communism and Socialism, "The
spirit of the workers has not been
broken, Despite the efforts of the
C.I’. lendership te hold the workers
back, the recent strikes demonstrate
their militaney and will  to
struggle.  Only the Jlack of a

SAVOY WORKERS VOTE
FOR STRIKE ACTION

The workers at the Savoy group
of Hotels have balloted by an over-
whelming majority in  favour of
strike action. The strike, if it
takes place, will be an official
strike with the full backing of
the Union, which will seek the
support of other unions to ensure
ity success. As we go to press the
Savoy workers are meeting to fix
the date for the strike which is
primarily over the alleged victim-
isation; of Krank Piazza a waiter
Swho was previvusly - émployed-mt-the
Bavoy.

I the Savoy bosses know what
iz good for them they will chuck
in the towel rather than face the
most thoroughgoing and unified
strike that any London employer
has faced for years. '

P e ——

strong leadership leads to frustra-
tion. The TParis underground
strike which took place in the week
of the eclection ended in a victory.*

De Gaulle, however, believes the
situation is sufliciently desperate
for rench capitalism to lanuch his
bid for power. "With the tide of
middle class reaction flowing in his
direction, he wishes to take advant-
age of the situation., HMHe believes

that the workers have leen
sufficiently confused by the
Stalinist-Socialist  capitulationary
policy and the amazingly swift
growth of his influence. This

adventurer is willing to rvisk eivil
war to solve the chronic crisis of
French eapitalism, and to further
his  ambition to  become the
Napoleon of the 20th Century. To
delay too long, could lead to the
disintegration of the hoterogenous
support which he has been able to
gather. This tool of reaction gives

an  example  of  Dboldness  and
audacity entirely lacking in the
leaders of the mass workers
organisations,
SOCIAL CRISIS
RACKS REGIME

The hour of deeision for France
is drawing near. De Gaulle hints
at a military coup if a new General
Election is not lheld immediately.
He schemes to split the Socialists

from the Stalinists, and thns
divide the forces of the working
clasg.,  Fe hopes to be brought to

power “legally ” before striking at
the Communist Party and "Prade
Unions. At the moment, his only
open reactionary plank is the
Hlegalisation of the Communist
Party. The  other  workery'
organisations will follow.

The Socialist Ieaders are scurry-
ing hopelessly  between the two
camps of T Gavllisi# reaction and
Stalinism. Having no independent
policy, being entively dependent on
the * democratic ™ capitalists, they
are terrified of a Stalinist vietory as
much as that of De Gaunlle, If
they pursued a  Marxist-Leninist
policy of “ workers’ democracy "'
the rule of the working class, the
whole situation would be different.
Instead of that, yesterday they
united with the Gaunllists on the
second hballot of the elections
against the Stalinists; now, faced

(Continued at foot of next Col.)

#® Mumanite opposed the strike on
the first day and the meorning of
‘the second day. Dut Ce Soir, the
Stalinist evening paper, came out
in support on the second day.
Thus, in the morning the C.P,
opposcd the sirike, even boasting
that they ran a skeleton service
on the metre, which they did
But in the evening of the same
day, as an election stunt, they
came out in full support of the

genuine democracy for them, These

(Continued from Puage 3.)

aims were furthered by eertain
conditions laid down as laws
of the regime: "The workers

rule was based on the broad mass
through the Soviets of workers’,
peasanty’ and soldiers’ committees,
which were elected directly by the
masses and subject o immediate
recall ; the old standing army was
abolished and in its place stood
the armed people; no officials. were
to receive a higher-wage than that
earned by the average workman,
and there was to be no permanent
bureaucracy.

The struggle for world socialism
by the Dolsheviks, with Lenin and
Trotsky at their head, was not an
idle gesture. It was no accident
that they laid the greatest stress in
their struggle to defend the revolu-
tion, on the need to rally the
support of the international work-
ing class. "They saw quite clearly,
and Lenin repeated time and again,
that the state power of the workers
that had been cstablished would
stand or fall with the world re-

volution, and that to establish
gocialism in one country was an
impossibility, Lenin pointed out

that a continuation of the isolation
of the workers’ state in the sea of
the capitalist world would lead to
an  eventual overthrow of the
revolution.

‘Where Stalinism Has Led

It is clear to-day where the

Stalinist policy of ¢ socialism in one
country ” has led the workers’
republic, Under the regime of

Stalin the Soviels have long since
bheen abolished and in their place
stands a parlinment based on total-
itavianism, The term ‘“minister ”,
described by Lenin as a reactionary

ussian
evolution

hourgeois  label, has returned,
Ranks abolished by the revolution
have been re-introduced ; in the Red
Army the differences  in wages
between s Marshal and a private
are even greater than in the
American  Army, the greatest
capitalist army in the world, *In-
stead of vepreseutatives, paid at
workmen's wages, and subject to
immediate reeall, a caste of bureau-

crats  has installed itsclf, living
like millionaires, having raiged

itself far above the level of the
Diass.

Internationally, this development
has transformed the Communist
Parties of the various countries
from organs of revolutionary
strmgele, as they were conceived in
the days of Lenin and Trotsky, into
up]_‘)endﬂges of the Soviet Foreign
Office, acting according to the in-
terests of the bLureanwmacy,

 These *“ communists ” have long
siuce abandoned the path of in-
EZS:]'IHI'LJ‘.(JH:II working clasg struggle,
They only command the support of
seetions of the world working cluss
because they still shroud them-
selves in the cloak of the Russian
Revoluthn of 1917, But that cloak
is becoming somewhat threadbare ;
cvery .dziy they move further away
from its prineciples.

Thedr lip-service to the great
d:‘lys of 1917 is a hollow mockery
of the heroie gacrifice of the
Russian masses which made that
great event possible, Dieeds, not
words, is the test that muost be
applied to them.

We are confident that in
future battles of the working class
the exploited masses will ecome t(;
learn that the true inheritor of the
1.31001‘:\,' aud  traditions of the
I\.usmu_n Revolution of November
1917, is the Fourth International
the world party of Trotskyism. ’

the

with the Gaullist offensive, they |
ineffectively hope to maintain the
status quo agaast both Stalinists
and Gaullists.  Their last hope is
the support and bounty of Wall St.
The decision does not only rest
with Do Gaulle and Irench im-
perialism. Civil war in  Irauce
would have immediate repercussions
i the rest of linrope. 'L'his would
not suit the interests of Anerican
mnperialisi,
 Wall Street prefers to back the
“middle road” of Ruamadier, at
least at this stage—rather than
stake everything ou the victory ot
De Gaulle because of the dangers
invoived in sueh a transition. But
De Gaulle’s demand for an imme-
dlute_ general clection and the dis-
solution of the  Assembly in
violation of the Constitution, in-
| dicates his intention:to conduct an,
olfcnsive to get control of the state
in . his hands. The adventarer
bungers for the mantle of .power.
Lo smash the Hrench workers
organisations would be no ecasy
tasl, The French masses have the
lesson of Germany, ltaly and Spain
in their memory, On the electoral

lield, they have about half the
votes,  The issues will wot be
settled by votes. And in  the

struggle, the workers ave far more
formidable a force than the weak
scattered forees of the middle class.
They have the expericnce of the
Resistance movement, of which the
working class was the backbone.
According 1o the report of Am-
baseador Bullitt, the working class
is armed with the material seized
from the Germans and dropped by
the Allies into France during the
war, :
“In oa trial of force the Com-
neunists would huve not  only
their control of the C.G1.T., but
alse their undergrownd army of
Capprogimately 150,000 wmnen, well
organised  gnd  arimed with
grenades, rifles, revoliers,
Tommy guns wnd muchine guns.
They are reudy to seize arsenals
und wirficlds, Perhaps 40,000 of
the  Uominunist  wnderground
wrmy are in the Paris wrew, Ij
they showld lead o mwrch of the
Red  swburbs on  Puris, who
would oppose them? The Paris
police force lefore the war was
« superbly eflicient orgunisetion
and endirely non-political (i.c.,
completedy loyal to  the ruling
cluss.—H.(F.) every  member
being  forbidden fo  join  any
politicel party under pencliy of
dismissal.  Today 4t is ridden
with  politics. Approzimately
259% of the force ure members
of the Commnmist Pourty, perliaps
another 25% are  Communist
synepelhisers, approzimetely 15%
are  definitely  anti-Commaunist,
and the rest heve no perticulaer
palitical conrvictions, . . .7
CAPITALISTS HESITATE
1t is this situation which makes
finance eapital hesitate! Tut the
clections are already proof that the
situation cannot stand still. Ta his
attitnde towards the workers De
Gaulle, ig adopting very similar
tactics to those of his spiritngl
forerunner, Louis Donaparte.
INlected to the Presidency by the
votes of the people, Douaparte
after  eareful  preparvation  and
manoenvering, utilised the army
and his thugs organised in  This
‘Bociety of December 10th™ to
execnte a coup d'etat and establish
a military, or Bonapartist dictator-
ship in France. De Gaulle plans
to be elected to the Presidency by
a plebiseite of the people, and then,
step by slep, organise a  coup
d’etat to erush the workers, That
is the real meaning of his cam-
paign  to get the Coenstifution
changed in order fto give the real
power to the DPresident instead of
to the Assembly.
In the social erisis which racks
France, the Stalinists have acted
as the Socinl Demoerats did in

!

strike in Ce Soir.

1849 so sternly criticised by Karl

Revolution,

Marx, Instead of driving forward
the str_uggle for power, they have
temporised and  held hack the
workers, 1t is their aectivity which

entirely responsible for the vietory
of t]}e Gaullists in  the present
eIt‘:c?loJls. A state of revolutionary
tension does not last forever, If
Ll!e workers do not take advantage
of such situations when history
presents them, the middle class look
elsew_here for leadership. And the
reaction becomes emboldened by the
failure of the workers and takes
advantage to recdver its balance
then to launch the assagle on th(;
workers.

NEED FOR FIGHTING
PROGRAMME

The  Stalinists

continue . fo.

| dissipate: the 2eve hebierrniy Saerptog e

of their followers by ‘appeals for
collaboration with the remnants of
tl{e bourgeois  republicans and
Liberals, now without power or
influence.  If the situation de
pended ouly on the leaderships, of
the mass organisations of the
workers, the future dictatorship of
De Gaulle would be assured. And

F{'aucc today is the key to
Western Europe—in many respects

the key to world

Given an ins
lead, the rabble
Gaulle would soc

I developments.
pired revolutionary
gathered round de
m_be put to flight
by the workers. But petty huck-
stering,  which  leaves the big
capitalists in control, cannot rally
tlu_}. masses who are enduring such
brivations at the present time, The
1)1:0[)10111 of State Power ix the 'one
with which all are concerned. Tt -
is the dominating idea of all stl‘ﬂté
of the population, T'he s'tmgglc
tu_l‘ workers” power is on the order
of the day, Yet the Stalinists
L‘,"}]\’l.‘: the bourgeois time to collect
T e« HE s, 1
t l%il(‘fogiﬁ “11.13 1?2(1].\.(\ 1 (3\1):11‘;1%1'0113;
e campiign for the workers
barties to break with the capitalist
r:lnsx_ and take péwer, for a Com-
munist-Soclalist  Government, s
clenrly the key slogan for the’nnxt

period. And the programme
of  the  Krench revolutionary
workers must be: for the expro:

priation of the trusts
for the control of production by the
workers; Tor a real socialist f)]an;
for measures in the interests of the
small  peasants  and  small shop-
1_;(301301'3, the eivil servants, pro-
fessional people and technicians,

and combines :

'l"h:\_m]vmn:vd workers have to
show in action that they mean
business,  The Trotskyists have
already  issued 2 enll for Com-

mittees of Action, uniting all the
workers  in the factorics and
localities around the slogan of de-
fence of theiv rights and organisa-
tions,  These Committees would
dmw_ up a plan of production, of
genunre vationing and distribution
under the control of the workers
and middie class. At the game
time,  these  Committees  would
openly  hegin the arming  and
organizing of defence guands as a
guarantee against  Gaullist plots,
and us one of the steps necossary
to prepare for the  conquest of
power.

The pelitieal future of France is
in the melting pot. The denoue-

ment may  be delayed for a few
months, or even wyears if the
Marshall Plan goes through ! Dut
this wonld only bea respite. The
decision would then be “hosed hy
the cconomic slump  which  will
affect Trance as well as other

eountries in Western ISurope.
There are many alternatives.
e Gaulle may wait too long and
hig heterogenous following tend to
digintegrate, The Stalinists may
sueceed in holding baelk the struggle
for power on. the part of the
workers. But the Fourth Republic
is doomed. I3ither the workers
take power and begin the Socialist
whiech would rapidly
spread throughout Ilurope, or the
capitalist class will establish @
Jonapartist  or even a fascist
military dictatorship in France,
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