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Airmen Angry Demand Release of Militants | Lot
FOLLOWING ON THE SENTENCE - ON LA.C. CYMBALIST, REPORTS AI{EQ._,QMING IN FROM BOMBAY OF EGYPT ¢ New

A NUMBER OF FURTHER COURT MARTIALS BEING HELD IN CONNECTION WITH FHE RECENT STRIKES OF RAF.
. . ’ :
Imperialist Strategy

MEN IN INDIA. LA.C. ARTHUR ATTWOOD IS BEING COURT MARTIALLED ON A CHARGE OF “INCITEMENT TO
i The anneuncement of the British Government’s

At one stage it had  appeared -
that Attwood’s defence would be
crippled by lack of money fo pay
the civilian lawyers. A minimum

.MUTI.NY » AT THE R.AF. STATION AT DRIGH RCAD, KARACHL 20 OTHER MEN *;EMROM THIS AND OTHER R.AF.
STATIONS ARE ALSO UNDER ARREST AND MAY FACE SIMILAR CHARGES. ( :

- : -. _— wilingness to withdraw  froeps from Egypt comes

at a time when Anglo-Egyptian relations thed

DE ATH 5 MARCH froij reached the point of an explosion. During the last

‘dz in Poland

BY JOHN SMITH

counitry. 4 ¢ ;
Unfortunately, the announcement in itself, of the
Labour Government’s willingness teo withdraw forees -

?{.£2EO wis {mednd. Illmmediamly There was a long inguiry into L : : three months, it has become abundantly tlear that
chis became known there was a the activities of the discussion . * . S AT e Cooge " the Hgyptian jjeople are in no mood, to tolerate
rapid 1"351“)“59"}’51'0111 airmen 1n group at the particular station endEd in thlS traglc Scene uts‘de Berllﬂ : the continued presence of British troops in their
India and over £300 was subseribed . : e ‘. . 3 ;

: : ‘ : -

and lists of speakers as far bace | N
as the mock Glencral INlection of | @
lagt summer were examined.”

in 48 hours.

Foul Method Against R.C.P. RESOLUTION

Cymbalist A Chalienge SENT TO trom Ifgm ianot dﬂllﬁicient to satisfy Fgyptian national
aspirations, or ps it give a swer B UL

- i This iz a CHALLENGE to HOME SECRETARY .tl’ s oes 1:L g en answer to ‘thu_ U._[ll‘.l“y

In the casc of Cymbalist, there! orgamised laour by the weaction- e : strong desires entertained by the. Arab masses in Iraq,

is widespread resentment- and ih-{ ary military caste! The following resolution has|Pnlestine, Transjordan and other Arab countries. As

been passed by the Political Burean | it is, the announcement to withdraw the troops is hedged

dignation among scrvicemen at Ve CANNOT and MUST e . 7 :

hugme aid abrodd, nH?X\(' ('-l‘]?fjl\((l)("}[;l]{(l!]l’lﬂlt(}i ir?‘ril:?b?ﬁnir : Of the Ilevollltlf_’illlf‘S’ Communist{ round with so maeny conditions and contingencies, that

We gquote froi a letter received | vietimisation of fellow-workers in 15\1_1'{.3’-‘ ‘avn-d sent to -the: Homelit conld mot but arouse the strongest suspicions in the
from a comrade in_ludm: | the forces to continue! o 'c‘t;}‘lf.‘ gt e inds-of the Tesptinn tiadies,

Ml agressg s chamein) duer 1l wa G isil:(’P‘ll'ts\gdllzside(l'qytllat’the In the first place, the troops “are not to be withdrawn

by Cymbalist, X am 1?011'1: an | Labour -Government.  in. power | 'bbiiéﬁtﬁ lof—) acientific - resewren | imunediately but -in the course” of years, In the mean-

o el e PR b R i i B should be made available to man- | time, the presence of \British troops-could be used as &

telling the men they were "»
lot of sh . . . for striking and
being led by a dirty Sew.”
am told that a large number

eapitalist militarism to veut their
againgt  justi
rank and {ile

kind as a whole and not retained
as ‘the seeret and: nmno_poly of
. .dny mation, group of nations, or

presgure on tpe Bgyptian G‘m_(grnmcnt fo agree to 2
new treaty, fayourable to British imperialism, Realising
this, the Egyptians are already demanding that the

hatred: and splecn
find attempts of the
to voiece demands against intoler-

iy of the 'men have complained | ahle conditions of serviee. : gm‘)}l'llp‘l ?f D_f‘l.\'ﬁl.'t“" ?ﬁdlﬁ“fl‘alxi{ i troops be withdrawn in months and not years.
I te their M.P’s on the fa.l'l'eS(@‘-” Wpo must not remain  silent! ey 1 pg:_ggf;‘f‘ .'be('zillils'i ‘t:ll c Morrison stated in the House .of Commons that if a
The newspaper SHEAC I The workers ins England have @ bt b A ati top s L e
% J..h i 1CWSD 1“, F‘k- )Fv:-t- T;ho \&Oi]k(.ls in ]_f11 g ‘md" 2 ("'i * eapitalist powers are interested _s.stmfuctors_ treaty could not be concluded then B_n_tlsh
; rc::xcebt ]ilﬂ}:)el “111]10 llemd (llm ;;dn } .lli.kn duiy dto t]\mnt \101.}:111.5&( jn developing utomic knowledye troops could once more enter Egypt under the provisions
tempted to smealr & diseredit ) fellow-o rades. storm of pro el : doa sartes T sonder Hh % :
anmb:lllist Yo blazoning in oné of t:‘qr iag(;r?]:gt 1'111'&; ‘ﬂ](:it‘-ﬂi‘-;t-(']]ﬁ.\iﬁ as- o means of ‘making war, nfy the oldv’l‘@u_t). It is no wonder thiat Churchill replied
f1h dssues fhat at one (ime he was | feuneun of militants et he which is inevitable if capitalism [with satisfaction ‘I aem bownd to ddmit thal this
Ehdeealt o ‘ " - 3 i T : . i xist, | elieves ni it 2 ”
a convicted theif. : troused: - A campaiagn, - organised u.)ritmjms_. to exist, il of b relieves my gnziety to some extent. Hts
n conscquence ghe skiil of the The truth of the matter iy <hat| on this issue, the

throughout the Labour movement

To what disgusting lengths these
here. in Labour Party, Co-op. and

1 r haiting militarists. go. im i -greatest ‘sclentists of ouriday 13| Laponr leaders have been gzuided not by socfalist prin-
. labour haiting organised, not for “the purpose 2 1y ¥ Intspmn

their haste to .‘;tam;_]l out :m\t: T 1. branches and all other wor]k‘ of -introdticing. seiewtific.. uds ciples but by mere expediency. They were afraid that
organised attempts on the part of | ing-class organisations, must he : £ : g : : v ot under the existing conditions any attempt - te maintai

i : e to voice de : e s > i 0! ; ; - om Lod vanees awhich. could lghten the ks : 3 g Dt Malnai
the rank and file to voice demands | waged. demanding that these and In October, 150 German women and dhildrer. set out from Z. ey T nd Jobour “for  the British troops in Egypt would result in a revolution,

erlin. They had no

and condi- e .
‘o the hostile ‘Poles

for better
tions. -

hoping to find refuge in the British zone ot
supplies of food except what they could beg

other militants De set freet

treatment . ;
[3ut by itself, a eampaizgn of this,

which would be very diflicult to combat. Morrison

working class. and introduee a y y {
openly said they would be faced with revolution and that

world of  plenty, but to ereate

dhe lezal "'ld“.i e dfm‘ (._'}_y-}]‘}p_:ﬂ- chatactey 18 4mo8 sudficiente 1T 8 and Russians along the route that. they travededi, All died on the. . weapdéns of destruction more |they were forced ‘reluctantly ” to adjust themselves. It
ist have heen -m#u"’e ]'Biemlbbwn necessary to “ITQ'O 1}nde_1's1.u_r.1d th(-’_- " road except Fhis small bzl &= i : hotrible than were mused oulis n t only the Feyptians they fraid « ke ;
to /appear on his behalf before the | move fundamental -jmplications of : : P adilutions, of - Titreshima is not only the Kgyptians they -are afraid of. hey are

Aip Council. Further, the reason| the vietimisations.  The capitalist prid: Nutgaseli well aware that the British soldiers in their present

: given why his lawyers had been elass, operating through its re- S = e .. tmood would not be too willing to shoot down Hgyptians
] I gl e P e T i Titare Tie Revolutionary Uoemmunist ; e s e e : :
terel  futvoct the provoatigs) sottaey, ol lobonr nilitasy batts Shareloe. domands. that|1n the interet of British cypltaliom. :
7 is only onc copy in this country ! 156 workers in uniform for voicing sl] restrictions on international Lhes ssdeltof Press reported ou May 12th, that
s L e hte: demands thtough, demor ‘piblication of scientific research{while the British members of the treaty delegation were -
Sl Pﬂl!_@,l_a;&!‘; Victimisagion e A o T e be immediately removed and all|%fving tep i #¢park, British troops on leave in Caira
; . From . a recent  edition of|to t‘ﬁe&‘ca1)1_tall.st"clwass'tb straigt ;31'{ o oy o) srodnetion. of 12 - ;;f:%gl&ﬁ‘« therpy, o Wl W AN J0 G0 _,“gg‘,{ﬂ'f
e Reynolds News we dquote: litself in ils attacks against -the ; bilon oA Ol ionbeft My, Som Toale- it e ey T
"W dtatements from ‘the  men | working-class in - Britain. : Bt?ggfw,t:g; (Sélﬁfét-séfelﬁttl;gs _‘;Eg of the Goverrwient is based ‘considerations of
ES concerned declare that at owel - We = must “demand | that the workers ongaged thersin threugh democracy buf only on the necessity of adjusting the

old imperialist policy to the requirements of the new

Tabour® Government clears out the
| situation a\ Egypt and the Middle Kast.

reactionary military easte.  That|
officers” be elected from -the ranks.

camp -although definite  'pledges:
.that . there »would ‘be no viettm-.
jsation were given by an Al

their Trade Unions -and Factory
Clommittees, ! g
The Revolutionary Communist

“approached vg

Commodore and n Group ‘Cap-. Thm:d t&lll derr{]oerutic ; rig];‘tn he .Party demands that Dr. Alan A “Troops Transferred

i investigations x ey accorded to all in  the Norees.- : i dis i Moo S i 2 .

;?)Ilrl‘lllﬂ 1(1)]1‘19:\3%?(tlllmhlhl§lea1‘;? t(?(‘%g That ;hf‘ present King’s Regula- ﬁ“?;;g{g‘ht;}ilio:?:::ft r;%]"g;i[::dt?::, "Thé troops that are to he evacuated from Egypt are
ich -appes y se | Tha : ments Ll iy 0 Teprese Hives ussis % i

R e at | iscertaining men's|toms bo swept dway and. replaced i 8w asistatanndd, to 10 iveal‘s not to be brought home and allowed to return to civilian

. political ‘views rather. than the
part they played in . the inel-
dents. .
Tt is said that the investiga-
tors started their work by ask-
ing the padre to provide a list
of the names of all Communists.
Speondly., all Trade Unionists,
weroe called to attend for inter-
View. d

by a democratic code drawn up by
elected rank and flg committees of
the Forces.

Further, we mupst demand that
point 8 of the Revolutionary Com-

munist programme be immediately |

put into practice: .

“g8. Abolish conscription;

for the dissolution of the
(Continwed  Col. B.)

R.C.P.

BY

'CONTINGENT

NORA KING

On May dth, 1946, the London comrades marched in the
May Day demonstration organised by the London Trades

Couneil. ‘ ;

At 1230 pan. we assembled oul-
wide our headquarters in Harrow
Road. W. and marched in forma-
tion “to join the North West con-
fingent at the Prinee of Wales.. As

we swung round the corner, our
huge red standard (almost  the
largesdt in ‘the contingent)
anounced in letters of white fo

the hundreds” of  workers already
assembled, that this was the w]{'(','vo—
lutionary Communist Party, Pritish

Seotion . of  the Fourth Inter-
national.
In answer to the slanderous
: ;e P
aecusations  of Iasvists and

“Hitler's Agents ™ efe., so often
flung at us by the lepdership of
the Commnnist Party as well as the
Capitalist Press, came our
hanners bearing such slogans as
“ Soeialist - Ondted  Nfates o
Iurepe ", *Free the Colonies
“Withdraw the Awrmies of Ocou-
pudion ", Nationalisation Withowt
Compensation” Workers' Conirol
of Production” and “7Te Smash
Fuscisin.  Smash Cepitalisn 7. and
pictures of the groest revolutionary
tanders. Marx, Ineels, Lenin.
petsky, Connolly and MacLean.
There was a complete absence of
any sign of hostility from the rank
amd  file workers assemblad.
although Qtalinist  stewards
as we took onr place
of the contingent.
stating that we had no ri,a‘ht_ 10
take vart in the demonstration
When we made it elear to them
that whatever happened, we were
fully determined to march, the
attempted to split ws from  the
demonstration by putting a car
front of our contingent. When
thev saw, however, that we were
ready to resist such an attemmp
with, foree, if necessary, they re-
luctantly i to

the

at the reor

resiened themselves

oNT presence.
« Nolidarity

Worfkers ",

the German
Lnited

with
“ Soeialist

States of Burape'.  Long live
Wertd Rervolution . " Long  Tdve
the Fourth Internatione!™ wore
some of the huge slogans. white-
washed on the roads along the
route taken by the demonstrafion.
fach one was aceeanpanied by the
Party symbol y and not one worker
i the  demonstration could  have
migsed them. =

As the demonstration got under
way, the comrades In our con-
tingent added emphasis  to  their
slogans, by singing revolutionary
songs. The ¥ Intemmationale ”
earried us through the gates . of
Hvde Park and many of the erowd
lining the route joined in heartily
asg we moved towards the horse
and eart. which, in  aecordanee
with all the traditions of May Day,
was to serve as a platform for onr
meeting. The banpers and slogans
soon transformed the ecart into a
vital and attractive spot in the
Park and workers soon gathered
to hear our policy.
large and attentive audience.

Amongst the speakers were
TTAROLD  ATKINSON, editor = of
Workers® Tnternationn]l News, othe
theoretical organ of the Partv:
GERRY HEALY, well known member
of the R.C.P.: a Greek comrade.
ex-member of the Greek Communist
Party: and, of sgpecial interest to
the Communist Party members
present, Jocx DBrycm, ox-member
of the Communist Party of
Britain (for 16 wvears) and seere-
tary of the Building Workers’
Campaign Committes.

Tach speaker dealt with different
aspects o our policy and the
meeting was only terminated hv
the intervention of the police, who
were anvious fo get home.

May Day was a great sueeess

for our Tondon organisation. Tt
imbued the comrades with added
confidence and  vigour for  the

future.

We had -a°

weep beside her.

for cemturies,

- This policy has ne more to do with democracy
and socialism than the uprooting and expulsion
of populations by the Nazis.

- Tt can only help reaction and Fascist. It ean
only foster hatred and breed the desire for revenge
on the part of these helpless and inuocent vietims
of power politics. Thus the seeds for a new

sown in Germany.
the Allies.

This policy is criminal from ‘the point of view
of Socializm.

One3-year-old boy survived the 270-mile jouraney, only to die in' his
mother’s arms as she carried him down the railro

She lays his body on the tracks while another mother and child
The survivors reachei the British zone of Berlin
but found it stripped almost bare of food by the horde of mefugeesn
which has poured in from: the east,

ass Deportations Creates
Basis for Reaction "

The pictures above are a graphic illustration of the misery which the Allles have lmposed
upon. the German people. They are an indictment of the policy of the Stalinist bureaucracy.
which has supported the expulsion of millions of Germans who have lived in these toerritories

reactionary nationalism and a new war are being,
And the responsibility is with

"'he German workers would be
only too willing to collaborate in restoring Iurope

imprisonment, be" immediately and

life.

unconditionally relea

release.’” -

the organised Labour movement
be mobikised to bring about his

ged and that

independence as their

organised under

ol

establishment  of

ad tracks into Berlin,

-

for the training
officers.”

working-class in and
the vicious
ations of =&
military caste,

Demand the

R.A.F. Militants!

((‘onrﬁv'u'ﬂ,ed from  Column 2)

standing army and its sub-
stitution by a workers’ militia

workers’ committees; for . the
.school by the Trade Unions
§ at the expense of the State

Only along these:lines can the
form defend its interests against
attacks and vietimis-

reactionary

immedinte Re-
lease of Cymbalist and the other

its true colours.
British imperialism

control of

Attlee and Morrison

milltary | 11y g0,

of worker

inter<imperialist
out of uni-

ruling The TLabour Gov

!

They are simply to be transferred to Palestine
and other strategic 'areas near at hand.
masses in these areas are just as eager for national

The Arab

brothers in Bgypt. Seen in thig

light, the action of the Labour Government appears in

has not melted in thin air. The

Lahour leaders can pretend to the workers that they
have adopted an anti-imperialist attitude in their wesk-
end speeches in the country.

But as the speeches of
in * Parliament show, this is not

British imperialism is holding on desperately
to what it hag got, and tries to maintain itself by con-
cessions to the colonial capitalists. : ‘ ;

The Middle BEast to-day is a seething cauldron of
rivalries
threaténs to become. the. cock-pit for a new world. war:
Both Russia and America -are feverishly competinig with '
Britain for power and privilege in this area,

and power-politics.. - Xt .

ernment has the opportunity of

making a great contribution to world peace, and can set
an example to the rest of the Powers by making a
{Continued on page 4.)

against the workin

if it was coupled with the restovation and building
of a Socialist Germany. The tremendous indus-
trial potential and the science and skill of the
German people could have been used for the
benefit of all. ‘

It is not only the Allied capitalists who wern
terrified at this prospect; it is the Stalinist
bureaucracy as well. Ouly this can explain their
inhuman and bruta) expulsion measures in the
BEast. : )

The way out of this nightmare lies in working
class internationalism and solidarity, "The workers
of the world will find® this only in the programme
of the Fourth International

Kre

{.sneeeeded in reconquering with so

Italian C.P. Attaeks?
| neh C.P.

! CARLO BIVANCHO )

&

g class and its organisations.

This new threat of the reaction,
which comes as the culmination of
a series of inereasingly provocative
attacks on working class organiz
ations, has acted as a spur to the
militancy of the workers -and
peasapts, There is & revival of the
revolutionary ferveur of ‘43 which
toppled Mussolini from -his .pereh
and made things hot for the Nazis
in Northern Ttaly. E

The workers are ready to meet
violence with vielence and to resist
to the wutterriost .any assaults on
the positions -which they have

much saerifice,
‘Monarchy versns Republic

The jssue of Monarchy versusj
Republic is an important one im
the .eyes of the weikers -and
peasants of ltaly. 'They have not
forgotten that it was  Vietor]
Emmanuel who handed all powery
over Halv's destiny into the hands

In preparation for the Constituent Assembly elections and plebiscite fixed
for June 2nd, the Monarchist and nedFascist elements are preparing for an
offensive against the Italian masses. i

The first move of the new king has been to demand an amnesty for all
political prisoners. If ‘this is granted it will mean that all fascists at present
in-goal or awaiting investigation by the Epiration Commissions, will be
released. They will form the spearhead of a new terrorist movement directed

that for two decades the House of
Savoy served as a pillar of the
Fascist regime. Today they see the
ithrone as a rallying point for all
the forces of reaction. By chalked
slogans on the” walls of every
gtreet in every town and village
of Ttaly, through monster demon-
strations, the workers and peasants
have left no doubt that they mean
to put an end to the obsolete
monarchy. v

Pressure from the masses has
compelled all except’ the extreme
right-wing parties, to write the
Republie into their programmes.
The Socialist and Communist
parties, more subject than the rest
to pressure from below, have long

1 ago attacked the monarchy in their

propaganda.
‘Bignor de
Christian  Democrats
and head of the
Government, has now piven his
bessing to the Republic This
means -that even the Vatican can

Giasperi, leader of the
{Catholies)
Provisional

of Benito Mussolini. They kpnow

{Continusd on page et
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cE'RMANs

Dear Comrade,

I am in’ Hambmg and “here is
an acecount of what s going on
under the British Control. -~ The
food is keeping the people on a
starvation diet, it won’t be long
before the German people will look
like the inmates of Belsen. I have
aiready seen their faces alter to
very pale - and: thin features.
Alfeady people are fainting from
exhaustion owing to the lack of
food. 'I'he hungry children crowd
alound our canteen begging us to
give them cakes: or somethmg 10

eat, gome in tears. The people are
giving. everything they. possess.to
alitain foed, only }esterday I heard
ofa woman giving .a.15 Jewelled
ist. watch for a tin of sauhnes
This is the ration they areigetting
for a week : Bread ,2.é‘,_lbs,.,"3§.bzs.
ffu 4 ozs. Butter, J34ozs. meat,
& 0/ checse, flour cubic capacity to
1 pt.. Potatoes are unobtainable and
fish is gometimes seen once a
month. The rest of the diet con-
wists of one or two swedes those
who are lucky. I. write this in
support of your article in the last
issue of the Socialist Appeal.

Yours faithfully,

. F.M.

L.P. WORKERESUPPORTS
R C. P POLICY ON U.SS. R._m

SWMSE&;

The Edrborlal Boald 1.5.46.

“ Socilalist Appea.l”,
Dear Comrades,

ATticle 9 of  the Revolutionary
Communist Palt) Programme has
converted ' mie : to ~“support -your
party’s poliey. I have long. * had
my doubts”; but: the growth of
chauvinism, militarism, and devo-
tion' to a National Flero cult in the
Qoviet Unjon have effectively served
to alienate many like myself from
giving any degree of support’ to
]11eseﬂt dﬂ)‘ Russian policies. But
the “world’ is mnow so obviously
drifting, or being driven, at break-
neck speed, into two camps—the
pro-Russian and the anti-Russian—-
that the only realistic thing for the
antl 1mp(\1'1ahst worker to do is to
liné up with the pro- Rusgian {pro
in .the sense of your Article 9)—
which must' mean supporting’ the
Trotskyists;, whatever reservations
he may have held in the past, be-

Soviet Umuu against all imperial-.
ist powers”, .while holding itself-
free to criticise Stalinist pohmos
and development.

1 am a member of the Labour
Party, and shall continue to give
that party loyal support, except in
such natters as can be caleulated
due(_tl\ or indirectlysto uphold the
cause of Ameérican-led - Imperial-
ism, .which has» so definitely
marked Russia down as the enemy
for . World War No. 5.

Your Article 8 gives the correct
Iine for all who take the anti-
militarist position. In short,” 1
eonsider your policy deserves—in-

deed, in the critical circumstances
of today -— demands support
throughout . the  whole = Labour
Movement. ’

Yours Fraternally,
John Jfennings.

' BY

If ‘any kdn@__‘thing can be.said to
anite-the Trade Tnion Buteaucracy
. with .the Boss' Class ‘it is_ their
.commdn hatred and: fear. of

ism.,

This: fact is demonstlated beyom]
doubt by ‘the poisonous speech
made apgainst international work-
ing-class  solidarity = by WirL
LawTHER in & recent - lecture
delivered.to assembled TLade Union
Delegates at the Co-operative Hall,

. Iford.

JIn his attempt fo place
respongibility for.the crime of
Second World slaughter on
backs of the German W’Olkblb,
rerharked :

the
the
he

“They must fully wmderstand
that they cannot expect to get
‘off scot free.” : :

At‘tena the
NOHTH LONDON.BRANCH
' Discussion Meetings
Every Thursday at 8 p.am.:
Co-op Hall,
- Beven Sisters Road,
(Room 3)

% F @

CROYDON BRANCH
Wednesdays Fortnightly
‘Rise and. Fall of -the
Comimynist International
191-1928 -
Wednesday, 22nd May.
#* * & 4
SOUTH EAST LONDON
Tuesday, June 4th,
at 7.30 p.m.
o Om' Attitudle to the
Labour Government ”
71 Perry Hil), Lewisham, S.K,

* % %
EAST- LONDON BRANCH
R C.P,

Discussion Circles ‘every
Wednesday, at 7.30 p.m.
Working Lads' Institute
279, Whitechapel Road,
Adjoining Whitechapel Station.
All readers invited — Special
mvmtatmn to members of the
P, .
* ] *
GLASGOW R.CP.
Evary Wednesday Evening
at
R.C.P. Rooms
47, Oswald Sitreet.
Open during. the day.
5 * * &
SHEFFIELD R.CP.
- Wednesday Evenings
at 7.30 p.m.
Burngreave Vestry,
Burngieave Road,
Sheffield.

* Lively - Ivisciission Classes

FRANK

the’

-| shows that,

+ bureaucracy

UVINIST

Lawrnir completely glosses over
the «fact “that 'the world slaughter
wad  fought, not for the: benefit. of
e1t1:er the . (“relman? or. b
0y 11*,“‘"‘1ﬁ"1‘1‘. 3
of : ghe retention :an conquest of
‘markets, . andrthe sources. of raw
materialg, in the interests of the
capitalist class.

In a further effort to
the ° international wunity of
\v01k01=; LiawTHER continued :

“Ag a British. Staff .Ofﬁc.el
said-— the ~more sentimental
you become, the more they

destroy
the

af yow'”

Trom . this weé. can see that
Lawther takes his class logic not
from the archives of Marxism, but
rather from the representatives of
the .boss class, whose interests are
| diametrically opposed to those of
the British and German working-

S olass,
In his uudeuvoul to ;lustlfy the
completely degenerate and bank-

r'npt capitalist system, Lawther
places the onus of the world food
hhnrtage — ohce again-—on  the
German weorkers ;

“The people who are talking

ahout giving up their rations

- should remembey

mineryg” in England could do
with some extra.” .

He  pretends to forget the
restrictive measures, such as the
burning of grain and the dumping
of fish, which was carried out by
the capitalist class in the pre-war
vears. He slso forgets that in
Americd to- day there are thousands
of tons of grain, which is not being

gent  to - [Murope because  the
farmers - want hlgher pllCPQ
Capitalist’ society . requires” blood

money* before i is
assist in relieving starvation.

The most ironical was his
remark in relation to the German
Trade Union Movement :

“The German Trade Tnion
BMovement has a great love for
centralization, - They fail fo
appreciate, that the real- basis
of the Uniom LSI the Bralmh
Meeting.”

Apparently, Liawther wishes 1ho
wotkers to forget that, during the
course of the war, the bureaucracy
of the Mineworkers Union con-
sigtently refused (o support the
legitimate struggles of the miners;
fought against the democratic
Lodge decisiong, and flouted ‘the
wishes of the rank and file.

This speech clearly indicates the
complete betrayal of the Labour
and - Trade TUnion Dbureaucracy,
together with the Stalinists. It
in the place of inter:
nationalism, which unites all
workers  irrespective of race,
i Lawther and the Trade TUnion
attempt to .raise the
standard of “national” unity”
hetween hoss and worker.

Workers! Reject racial an-
;tﬂgonmm—sunpmt the slogan of
P iarl  Mars— Workers of all

+lands unite *—This includes the

German working class,

cause Trotskyism is  the on[y B
logical policy . which promises
¢ yneonditional  defence  of | the

cumbpersome - one  of -

British |

{German workers) will lua.ug‘h'

that the |.

prepared tof

This is the main -gain' of = the
demands put - forward by the
workers. Others included increased

wages, the subJecL of. the 'dispute

which - started . in .:the cutter
grinders shop, when - higher paid
workers from  the - Manchester
plant were put -alengside lower

paid gkilled men . at Dagenham.
Never was the feeling so strong

in Iord’s as it was during the

strike, which resulted in the plant

becoming over 809% organised in
upproximately 14 unions.
At . least- five  new AU

Branches have been opened in that
area. 'The struggle has done in a
few -days, what would have in the
otdinary way taken years.

QOutside Workers Show

- Solidarity

* Quistanding: acts  of . solidarity
Wlth the Hord workers were shown
by "Briges Bodies workers who
donated half. a day’s pay to the
glrike funds, and the move on the
part of the London dockers in the
Royal Group who decided at a
special meeting not to handle-any
llelght or cargo connected with
Tord’s

’J[‘he New Agreemeni

While it ean be said that the
new ggreement is a step forward sv
fait as trade unionism is concerned,
‘what must be noticed by
workers of Ford’s and elsewhere
8" therbureancratic .actiong on the
part -of .Seott and Deakin, along
Withs other 71.0U. officials, m the
glgning. of this agreement . without
tirkt - feporting back to. the ranh
siitd “Hile.

e supetrsedes t,he
“April 1944,
whieli was ‘heralded by the same

ggreement

forward, *(the: recent strike belied
these contentions) "and puts into
operation one,  which apart ‘trom
the recognition of Shop Stewards,
has a numbcr of wvery . insidwus
clunses « which  are only to the
benefit of the Ford Motor Co.

REGOGNI

the |

Beott and Co., as a great advance

ST
ED

After their ten-day. strike struggle; . 12 000 determined Ford worlters. at Dagenham,
Essex, have after a period of years of Fordlsm
'ﬂrm, the right to"be represented by Shop !

.wrung

fraust 1.ostates that:—
The Trade ‘Whions and the- Com-
pany ‘agree’ on. the need :

ta) Tu aclueve cﬂ1c1ent produe-

tion® By~ all ' reasonabic
means ; Jand
(1) For - ilie * introduction of

labour savmg machmes and
methods. ‘

This 1n 19,111ty is putuang  the
T.U. stamp o the Inl,lhods ol
Bedeaux and * Fordism 7 which
the workers® are at this very
momment revoliing against.

Already the management lhave
speeded up the ‘belt conveyors, and
cul tea and washing breaks as a
part of a concerted attack they
will launch. under this clause.

CLAUSE 3, wgaling with the Shop
Stewards, stfa,tes that only 70 can
be elected for 12,000 workers and
that each one must have served two
years contmuously with® Iord’s:
and that the Shop Stewards must
be 25 years :old. Also . that. all
complaints to>Shop Stewards musi
be made in the workers’ own time .
(tea "hroaks,: etc) Yot in every
factory it universally the
custom and practlc_e to: consult the
Shop Stewidrds directly the fore-
man has heard the complaint, n
the firm's time..

Such ig the-eontemptuous manner
in which Deakin and Co. have lel
this pass aeithout -eonsulting. thuge
whom théy elaim’ to represent.

‘Craust 4—The wages policy in
this ‘clanse i%.a  further sell-out
because the Tladc Union officials
failed to usé the militancy of the
workers: té -obtain overtime pay-
ment . whiclihas' never been paid
at Ford’s, and-is still not provided
for in the ney -agreement,

Crause’ 8 ptevides for the pro-
cedure for sz failure to agree
from the Joint Negotiating Com-
mittee. . Herd again: the Scotts and
the Deaking ‘sign their names to
Arbitration Tribunals, whieh if the
war time profedure had taught us
nothing else,’ it has shown .the

Stewm'ds of their respective Trade Unions.

;gains: bo made.
i proved

What the]
Strlke Gained

BY P. NORMAN
from " this arch-reactionary

workers clearly that such tribunals
act ondy on behalf of the e~
ployers. They will continue to.do
$0 despite the faet that there is a
Labour Government in power.

It was naturally not hard for
the bureaucrats to put their name
to Clause 9 -which states that
“there will De no stoppage of work
till the matter has been fully dealt
with wnder the d{erms of the
Agreement.” Having separatod
themselves from the real struggles
of the workers, they will do any-
thing for a solution rather than
lead a struggle against the em-
ployers with the only effective
weapon they have-—the strike,

Aftermath and the Lessons

It is divectly in the interest of
the Ford workers, if they are to
maintain their wages and condi-
lions, to campaign against theso
pernicious clauses, which have been

HELP

Comradas,

The Wighting Fund must
raise at least £120 a month.
We appeal  to the Party
Brancheg, to every comrade,
and to every sympathiser to
help us reach this goal.

-During the month of Apvil,
including - the overlapping
from the March Fund £101
was raised. This is not bad,
but we can and must do
better if we are to maintain
the regular appearance of our
press. :

‘It is not proposed io
allocate targets for the
Branches, as we aim to try
and maintain a
monthly Fund, rather than
a series of special spurts.
OUR TARGET IS £120 A
MONTH. We appeal to

signed behind their backs, By
attending  their  trade  union
branches and. moving resolutions

Lthey can -demand that the elanses
outlined sbove must be- withdrawn
from the agrecment.

The -strike alone, a _ mar-
vellous show of spirit and militanev
one the part of the Ford workers.
Only by an extension  of such
action in the future linked witih
the -~ Manchestér plant, ean new
The stoppage has
that -even the ' great™
Ford managemcnt can he brought
to- their knees by a solid. deter-
mined body of workers. This is
the answer to the hoot-licking
policy and rele of the Trade TTnion
and C.P. officials.

For 1009 Trade Unienism,

Build  strong rank and file
committees! . ;
Demand through your trade

union branch that the Labour
Government nationalise the big
industries including Ford’s,
without compensation, and uader
the coniroel of ifthe working
class

one ot

the Thames Valley area. Today
the situation has changed. One by
one the Stalinists have Leen re-

placed by militants and only a
small minority of C. F. stewards
remain in office.

The  cause of the dispute- at
Lagonda was the attempt of the
management - to  break - 100%

tradition of the Tool Reom. which
has always been a -elgsed shov. by
the introduetion of a mnon-trade
unjonist. i

After the mdu'lgemult lhld 1o
fused the workers’ demand that the
non-unionist shauld be taken out of
the ool room -until-he had. joinad
the TUnion, the tool reom struck
and e}.plamed their position t~ a
mass meeting of thé workers who
at once downed tools in “support.
Of - the 1,200 ~workers in the
factory less than .30 remuined in.
The Strike Committee formulated
demands which included the poeint
that no further work of Droom
and Wade, High Wycombe (algo on
strike on a gimilar issue) be
handled, and that negotiations he
opened to make the faotm\ a
closed shop.

The Strike Commlttec suffared

from imexperience, but »lthough
they- missed opportunities  of

making the :most of the issucs in-

volved, therg can be no doubt of

their SL“ucE'uty and tribute must he
pald to their work during ihe five
days. of the strlke

A mass meeting of | practically
every mun and! woman on strike
which was followed by a2 match
through Staines Hight . Srreet,
bmuaht the  strugele home to
many hundreds of housewives and
to the workers of Staines Iino.
the other big factory in the area.

Soeakers wcw sent-to neighbour-
ing factories to’ give publicity to
the issue at Lagonda and arrange-
ments were in haud for bloademnq
the publicity.

Towever, - by Monday, A.pr‘;l
29th, . the Trdde Tnion eofficials
were on the job.  The District
Serretaries and Organisers of the
AU, and the T. & GW.T.
arrived to get the workers back on
the job.  The Strike Committee
were no mateh for these smooth
tongued bureauerats, who proposed
that the workers should go back
in ovder that negotiations conld
commence.

The Strike Committee, -to their
cradit fought for eight hours
against - thege infamous proposals,
but at length, worn out, consented
to advise the workers to go back.

At a masg meeting held on April
A0th, the District officials addressed
the strike-meeting.  Of courge, they
praised the magnificent solidarity
of the workers, and at the same

FOR A CLOSED SHOP

BY DAVE WEST (Thames Valley)
When o AprLl 25th, 1,200 workers at Lagonda Motors, Staines, came out on strike,
a tradition of many years class collaboration estashllshed by a long series of Stalinist
Shop Stewards during the war years, was broken.

Lagonda Motors became
the main Stalinist strongholds in

time pleaded with them to aceept
the 1esolut10u to return to work.
The issue of the Labour Govern-
ment and the need for pvodnetion
for the export drive being given
great stress.

- Of all days, the bureanerats
sent the strikers back to work on
May 1Ist! They had not even the
decency to respect May Day.

However, it would be untrue to
say that the Lagonda workers
gained nothing as a result of the
struggle. The man who had been
the initial eause of the dispute
joined the union by the time the
factory returned to work. The
Broom and Wade dispute had n
‘the meantime been settled. In
addition to this 60 hitherto un-
organised workers took ount trade
union eards. )

The strike has moreover, pro-
-vided many valuable lessons. The
strength of a well-knit shop organ-
igation and the value of mass
action hds been proved. It has
also demonstrated the necesgity for
a eonsistent strugegle on the part
of all members in the branches and
the workshops to remove from
office all bureaucratic officials and
replace them with militants pre-
pared to fight the bosses.

It is to. be hoped that by the
time the mnext issue arises at
Lagonda Motors, the workers and

their Shop Stewards will have
Iearned these lessons. E

" Among

everyone to set their own
targets.  To give the maxi-
mum and to seize every

regular

FUND

SET YOUR TARGET

opportunity  of making or
collecting a few shillings or
even a few pence, for the
ighting Fund, is the moral
obligation of every comrade
and friend,

A word to the gervicemen
now being ' demobbed.  All

those who are being demobbed

will receive gratuities. We
make ‘a specinl appeal to
these comrades. to start their
return to. “ civvy street” hy
giving a donation from their
gratuity: to the * Fighting
Fund ",

Gomrﬂde-' reader! Make
collecting for the Fighting
Fund a daily habit. Utilise

your collecting cards to the
full. (Give your donations
to the “ Socialist: Appeal ”
sellers, or post to:
Harold Atkinson,
256, Harrow Road.
London, W.2.

From a

Singapore

Vorker

We prinf below an article giving an account of the
formation and the valiant struggles of the Singapore
General Labqur Union written for the “ Socialist Appeal
by one of the Chinese members of that Union.

General Report " of the
Singapere General Labour
Union of all Nationalities.

When the war came to an end

ond peace was restored, the people
ot the world turned to the task of

building and  developing = that
Democracy for whicli they had
fought so long. But here in

Malaya, as . in the numerous other
Clolonia! countries, the heavy hand
of Imperialism has not been stayed
by the Charter of the U.N.(. “The
struggle for evens the most
mentary , . human .ughts contmues
unabated,

We, the Singapore General
L.abour Union of all- Nationalities
{mainly - Chinese, - Malays -and

Indians) became established under
such. circumstances and in the true
gpivit of democracy. The organ-

isation consists of 14 departments-

comununication,
elogy
attend-

such as, . rubber,
tgansportation, techniciaus,
tricity, seamen, hawkers,
ance, shopkeepers, salesmen, ship-
ring, municipal, harbour beard,
food 1;1&\1&1011, and pineapple, ete.,
in all consisting of 108 branches.
which 45% are Chinese
409 Indian and 15%

workers,
Malayans. ;

On  Qctober 28th, 1945, the
Singapore General Labour TUnion
was founded : at a time whenr 8,000
dock workers. went on strike as a
protest against the shipment of
munitions to Indonesia.

During the past few months, the
control of trade hy the British
Military Administration has eaused
increased unemployment and those
employed earn only 50-80 cents.
($1 = two shillings and fourpence
sterling) per day to help them in
their struggle against high prices
and meagre rations, At the
beginning of  December, the
Municipal, Nightsoil-service, Fire-
service, Public Work Department,
Tele-Com. Dept. Gas Department.
Hospital workers, Itlectricity and
Engindering, Provision, Dakery,
Brewery and Slaughter-house
(32,000 labourers) forwarded to
the authorities their proposals for
a general increase in wages. These
were Ignered and the situation
culminated in a General Strike.

The Strikers, 16,000 strong
marched to the Padang in the
centlre of the ecity on the 27th tn
hold a meeting requesting an early
and favourable settlement. i
reaching their destination. 2.000
fully "armed police conducted a
lathi-charge against the strikerg,
seriously injuring seven, inflicting
light injury on 31, and arvesting 11
—of whom 3 Indian workers were
sentenced to 3 months rigovous
imprisonment. The strike was
suceesstully concluded by negotia-
tions conducted by the Singapore
General Labour Tinion together
with “representatives of  the
Malayan Communist Partv and the
Chinese commmunity leader: M
Tan Kah Tee. Work was recom-
menced on December 31st, when
the authoriijes promised to imple-

ment wage increares hefore the
15th January, 1946,

However, the improvements were
not forthcoming. - Discontent

spread throughont Malaya, and two
weeks after the expiry of the agrec-
ment a second General Strike was
called in an effort to obtain con-
crete results and in protest against
the misrule of the British Mili-
tary Administratlon and the four
vears prison  sentence passed on
Mr, Soong EKwong, (General Secre-
tary of the Selangor Anti-Jap
TInion. On that  day  approx-
imately 170,000 workers struck in
Singapore. The policc  werg

ele-.

ordered to fire on the strikers. In
Bingapore a 17-year-old member of
the Youth New Demou.ztic League
was beaten to death in front of the
Beach Road Police Station and in.
Seletar an Indian woiker was shof
in the leg and wounded so seriously
that it 11.1d to be ent off.

On February 14th, the premises
of the Singapore (Jeneral Labour
Union, the Singapore Cily, Clom-
mittee of the Malayan Communist
Party, the Youth New Demoeratic
Tieague and the Bx-Servicemen of

the Malayan People’s Anti-Jap
Army Union were: raided by the
poh(e Subsequu]tl\ members o
the S.G.LA.  were. arrested:
Messrs.; Tan Chin. G,tloon. Han Al
Choon eah Thian, Wong Boon
See and Mei Siew.

The following day the police

opened fire at a Public Aggembly
in Bras Basah Road, two bersons

were killed; many }ouths in. the
assembly wern arvested: also the
vepresentative  of the Malayan

Communist Party in
Mr. Lin Ah Liang,
imprisoned.

- Later, on March 7t]1 the Chair-
man of the S.G.L.U. and General
Secretary of fhe Pan-Malayan
Labour Union : Mr. Yu (heng, was
kidnapped by plain-clothes -officers
{Chinese) at 6 p.m. while on his
way  home. Mr. TLu - Cheng,
together with the Treasurer of the
;‘G L UL and eight other leading:
Trade Unionists have been deported
to China.

Since the re-occupation by the
British we have suffered a sup-’
pression of the fundamental human
rights all too reminiscent of the
I+.1sast JLocenpation. In fact the
anthoritics  are employing former
Japanese collaborators and tools of
the notepious Kempeitai* to sup-
Dpress political activities and arrest
those who valiantly fought against
them. The Military has now heen
replaced by Civil Administration,
but bzmulmneonb transfer of a
number of the fonnel does mnot
inspire confidence.

Are such methods adopted by the
Dritish Government in accerdance
with the United Nations Chartey?
Are the friits of three and s half
years' stmcr;:]o and hardship te he
ruthless re-imposition of the old
Celoninl svstem? These are the
questions we have heen asking our-
selves and now ask you. “e are

Sing gapore,
‘who remains

convineed that you will be in fult .

Sympathy with us and will not
hesitate  to render us your full
assistance, We have done the

ufmo'\‘f to secure the release of
out Trade mlon Jeaders and ufl

political * prisoners, but in  wvain.
Hopefully,” we place’ our ease
before wvou. .

¥ Kempeitni — Jupanese Glestupo.

Commumist Party
Internationalism

The C.P, held a meeting in
the Bullring, Birmingham on
May 1st. The speaker de-
clared that they semt grect-
Ings to the French, Belgian,
Dutch, Greek, Scandinavian
and Balkﬁm workers,

4 voice from the ‘mdien.ce

“What about the German
workers ?

Speaker: *, and
German  workers in
Russian occupied zone.”

the
the

o
hadn
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Pewer Politics
in Paris

fi‘he future map of KEurope, the Mediterranean and the

Middle East is being drawn in Paris by the big four

The Conference started in the same atmosphere

as all the others—high hopes and . unity between the
Allies; but it develops along the now familiar lines—

powers.

disunity and disagreement on every point.

POWER POLITICS
Behind the pious hypocritical appeals for peace, can
be discerned the naked power pelitics which dominates
the participants.

Anglo-American imperialism is united against the Soviet
Union. Britain struggles to maintain her eontrol of the
Mediterranean and of Rtaly; America wishes to gain
trade ‘aceess to the Balkans. The Stalinist buresucraey
wants above all, Trieste as a gateWay to the Mediterranean
and. to guard ner strangichold on the Ballkans,

STALINISM  ALIENATES BMASSES
Instead of countering the imperialisis with a revolution-
ary internatiopalist policy, Molotov ~apes- imperialism.
Bisregarding the wishes of the Italian majority in Trieste,
demanding enormous reparations from Tialy, the Stalinish
policy serves only to alienate the Ttalian masses from the

Soviet Union and drive them towards the imperialist

péivers.

ARMS RACE  PROCEEDS

All seek, of course, for the highest * moral” consider-
ations, a Gifferent sclution of the future of the fialian
colonies. Coincidental, of course, is the fact that the
proposals of Britain co-incide with her strategic interesis;
and the propesals of France suif her interests in dominating
the Arabs in Morocco. And backing up the negotiators
is the greatesi armaments race in the history of manlkind.
The antagonisms engendered by World War 11 are even
more menacing for the peeples than aftee the first world
imperialist war.

"

)

If war. between.-Anglo-American imperialism - and  the|

Soviet Union is not imminent, it is only beeause of the fear
of . the reaections of fthe masses. . The troops of the
imperialist armies are crying all over the world * We
want to go home.” :

NEW WAR — OR SOCIALISM

The patiern of the world being moulded by the victors
is even crazier than the pattern of Versailles, Marxists
will never tire of repeating: the houndaries which divide
the peoples into artifieial national states is an outmoded
system which can and will only lead - to economiic and
military struggles.  Break the artificial barriers which
separate nation from pation! Build a new world based
on the Socialist United States in which there will be
plenty for all. Only on the basis of plenty organised on
a commiunist basis, can there be freedom and security
for mankind.

Resurgence

All over the world tremendous May Day demonsirations.
were held. Hundreds of thousands demonstrated in Paris,
" Reme, Prague and the other capitals of the world.

I Berlin and 'Tokio, former citadels of fascist and
militarist reaction, three .hundred and fifty thousand
demonsirated in the former, and half a million in the
latter.

The amazing resilience and powers of recovery of the
working elass movement was shown in the demonstrations
of the German workers througbout the main cities of
Germany. After 13 years of Hitler terror, after the
destruction and eollapse resulting from the war and the

_brutal Allied domination of Germany; despite starvation

and want, the Soecialist aspivations of the German workers
are not dimmed. 'This was the answer of the (ierman
masses to their tradueers and slanderers—ithe capitalisis
and their Stalinist and Labour lackeys—who preached
that they were “ Huns” with a lust for Nazi brutality
and would require to be “ re-educated ” by the Allies.

There was one blot on the international celebrations of
May Day. That was that the Labour Government neither
proclaimed it a heliday, nor attempted to organise
demenstrations on May 1st. The British workers were
not called out on May 1st, but on the following Sunday,
May 5th. In London, because of a petty dispute with the
Stalinists, the Labour leaders refused to participate in the
demonstration at all.

This sabotaging of the great traditions of the inter-
national working class movement is not an iselated
episode. It is symbelic of the abandonment of the real
socialist aspirations of the worlkers.

The masses arve girding themselves for the overthrow
of capitalism. The May -Day demonstrations are a
portent of the future. In the coming months and years
these workers will find their way to the programme and
policy- of the Fourth International, the only international
organisation which carries on the traditions of May Day.

o

sustain life.

With the black niarket rampant
in every country where there is
scarcity, the sacrifices will be horne
by the poor, the oppressed classes,
by the workers and peasants.

That the world calamity is in-
evitable, is a fallaecy fostered by
those who know that the measures
against famine must infringe on

| the profits of the landowners and

capitalists, and strike at the very
roots of imperialist soclety.

The ravages of imperialist war,
the harnessing. of the world’s man-
power to destruction, the divection
of chemicals away from the pro-
duction of fertilisers to the produc-
tion. of explosives, of steel away
from implements of agriculture to
weapons of war; all have stamped
their incvitable mark -on  world
agriculture, But today vast stocks

Capitalist Greed for Profit

[

'Not Nazi Germany

BY BILL HUNTER

The prospeet of starvation has become a stark reality for millions.
certain areas of HEurope and Asia the population is forced to eat grass in an effort to
In Endia it is estimated thé,t the toll of deaths during the
twelve “months will be between 5 and 16 millions far higher than the deaths
from starvation during the terrible famine of 1943.
estimate that by 1949, 3 to 4 millions of the uépulatiomwill he wiped -out by starvation.

‘information ag he was ‘* opercting

on o sellers merket’. Thus, thejr
fear, that enhancad demand means
enhanced prices, prevents

the first step in drawing up a plan

to meet the catastrophe—a free
discussion of mneedsi and require-
ments. !

Further, there can !be no estimate
of stocks availablel in a world
where capitalist and landlord will
profiteer, speculate, and hide their
stocks in order to force up profits
out of. the urgent démands of the
starving people. Even within its
own hboundaries, American im-
perialism finds difficalty in assess-
ing stoeks. Arthur*Webb, writing
in the Daily Herald, March 11th.
from- Kansas reveals that:

“Most of the . wheat from
last year’s harvest is still on

—_—

Mail ?, 100,000,000, one quarter of the entire population of India are

the
capitalist governments: from tale;in;,:1

2

Alreagy in
next
In Germany, French experts

learn from the Sunday Times of

I Mavch 10th, that:

“To obfain greater profits
many countries have reduoed
their wheat acréage during the
last few years. ‘The acreage
which grain exporting coun-
tries (United States, Canada,
Australia, - Argentine) are
planning to' cultivate is less
than their 1938 acreage by the
equivalent of the whole of
Canada’s present acreage.”

It is evident that the planting
of larger areas, which, according
to John Hynd, British Minister in
Germany and Austria, was urgenfly
necegsary to prevent acute shortage
next year, iz not defermined by the
needs of the hungry people, but
by the relative profit of livestock or
grain production, and the flow of

ut British India!l

Indian Famine 1942.—Thi5 picture shows the éoﬁditﬁon to which millions of Indian worl_{el‘s
and peasants were reduced in the last famine in which millions died of hunger. According

threatened
G

L . to the ‘““Daily

of food are kept from the starving

states that the problem of feeding
Burope was ‘“mainly financial.”
On  October 26th, in the TWood
Debate, Bevin drew the conclusion
that the problem was a ** political
one, and gave the graphic illus-
tration of ** polities ’ intervening to
prevent the supply of heavy oil and
fuel to the Argentine, where maize
was being wsed s Tuel
“politics " preventing the utilis-
ation of Argentine maize to feed
Ameriean livestock, thus freeing
grain which American livestock is
consuming, for Europe.

Thug, the imperialists spokes-
men and apologists themselves are
forced to lay the Dblame for the
famine, not on the world shortage

of food, but primarily on their
jmperialist antagopisms and the
breakdownr of their monetary

systems.

The meaning of Truman’s stute:
ment is shown when we consider
the reasons for the cuts which
bring the German workers in the
Jritish zone down to Belsen level
These entg are the vesult, not of a
shortage of supplies, but flow from
the declaration of the American
ruling class that they 'are a0t
going to finence the ccempetion of
Germany by the Allies”, and the
unwillingness of the  British
CGovernment to utilise dollar re-
serves to make up grain deficits.

Today, the distribution of the
world’s foodstuffs to the world's
population is determined, mnot in
accordance with their needs, hut
plaulessly, on a world market under
the rule of the dollar and with the
great powers utilising food as a
weapon to serve thelr capitalist in-
terests, - The Heanomist of Novem-
ber 2rd, 1945, stated this when it
declared :

“All the delays and short-
ages flow from  this—the
failure to allocate military
transport and civilian reserves
of food and textiles.to relief,
the failure to supply cargo
ships irrespective of the returmn
in dollars.”

Appeals To United Nations
: Fruitless

A multi-eoloured united front of

Tories, Tiberals, Labourites,
Pacifists and LIL.P. leaders are
today appealing to the Tnited

Nations to plan the distribution of
the world’s food. These requests
are utopian, futile and impotent.
The ¢ United Nations” are incap-
ahle of preparing the beginnings of
a plan. ineapable of taking the first
steps of co-operation nccessary *o
golve the world famine.

Tn attempting the first necessavy
step—the assessing of the world’s
needs and stocks of food—-they are
brought up sharply against the
antagonisms among  themselves.
When reproached for secrecy on the
state of Britain’s food stocks, Sir
Ben Smith stated en February 5th,

that he had to be eareful in giving

by the financial, military, com-
mercial and oppressive needs  of
the great powers. :

On  September 18th, Truman

- ¢ withdstarvation.o These-are Uiy 4, ehis-ef-Britishavdess:

the farms. It was kept back

because farmers expected the

ceiling price to come off, but|

largely because thef didn't
want to return their sales in
last year’s income tax assess-
ments, as this year the rates
are . considerably *lower and
excess profits are not taxed.

80 MILLIONS OF BUSHELS

OF WHEAT HAVE BEEN

HIDEN FROM VIEW.”

Not omly are thée “ United”
Nations ineapable of meeting the
immediate famine by - trans®erring
the surplugses from .the granaries
and warehouses to the starving of
Turope, Asia and Africa, but the
capitalist mode of production and
the international rivalties of ‘the
Aliles cut - across - any real
meagures of inereasing agricultural
production. These rivalries arve
hastening the catastrophe of the
foture. By their oppression of the
colonial peoples, by their arinies of
occupation, hy the foreed transter
of populations,, by the intolerable

burdens imposed upon  the de-
®oated - nations, the imperialists
paralyse European .econony and
prevent. the wfilisation of vital
manpower in agrieultura

Profits First

While Kuropean grain and sugar
beet suffer from shortage of labour,
farm implements, coxnl, fertilisers
and transport, the Allies wrangle
over the steel production of Ger-
many which is - stagnating at
100,000 tons a month, smash her
potash industry, uproot the popu-
lation, maintain the army of
occupation, and dividé.the country
into zmones with ne uniform prices,
enrrency, wages or transport.

While politicians prate about the
measures that are being taken io
stave off the coming! disaster, wa

dollars and = profit on the world
market. i

Struggle Against
Imperialism

Any atterpts to aid the famine
stricken without a struggle against
imperialism and the oppressive
peace of the Allies can only touch
the surface of the problem. The
wolkers of Britain have a clasg
duty to their fellow workers in the
starving countries. The organised
Labour movement must . demand
that the TLabour Government pro-
vides supplies and facilities for the
workers’ organisations here to aid
the suffering foilers in the faming
stricken countries. To provide the
supplies it is not necessary to cut
the rations of the British workers.

A ILabour Government really
anxious to aid the suffering peoples |
would call on the workers’ organ-
isations of America, Canada and
the other food exporting countries
to wage a joint campaign against
the landlords and capitalists to re-
lease the stocks of food now in the
elevators and the warchouses, and
to, utilise America's vast transpovt
reserves — inelading  the Tiberty
ships which now go. over to ¥urope
empty te bring back American
soldiers.

Such a government, by struggling
against imperialism, by withdraw-
ing the troops, granting independ-
ence to India and the colonies, by
fighting against the imperialist |
peace of plunder, could lay the
basis for a permanent solution of
the food problem. Only by
struggling for such a poliey ean
the Dritish workers fulfil ~their
duty to their fellow workers. and
advance towards a solution of their
own problems

Oppositio

Communist Party

HOLLAND

AMSTERDAM, April—An  organ-
ised opposition, which showed con-
siderable strength at the last
national congress of the party and

has since grown, is challenging
the Stalinist leadership within the
ranks of the Duteh:  Communist
Party itself. The faet alone that
the Stalinists have had to tolerate
this opposition Is testimony to ifs
strength and deep voots. . Sueh a
phenomenon has not been known
inside the Comintern in more than
a decade and a half. Very likely
it foreshadows similar develop-
ments in other countries.

One of the main issues dividing
the opposition from  the Stalinist

leadership is the question’ of
Indonesia. 'The oposition takes a
firm stand along the lines of
traditional communist anti-im-

perial policy. Recently this issue

nin Dutch

has led fto a public clash around
the figure of Tan Malakka, the
Indonesian Communist leader
arrested by the Sjahrvar govern-
ment and denounced by the Stalin-
ists as a Trotskyist. The Dutch
Opposition  has  addressed the
following telegram to the Indo-
nesian government ;

The Opposition in the Com-
munist Party of the Nether-
lands  (Waarheid) protests
vigorously against the arrest of
Tan Malakka Yoesoef and
other Indonesian revolution-
aries. We demand their im-
mediate libheration. The
Opposition in  the CPN.
contrary to the officiaj leader-
ship, supports the point of

for Indomnesia. »
For the Dutch Opposition,
(Signed) Maurice Ferarez.”
Ay

SOCIALIST APPEATL, Mid-May, 1946, ' 3
beé submitted for approval fo  a

The. defeat. of the proposed
Constitution in the referehdum
in France shows the changes in
class relationships  which have
taken place .since the collapse
of Nazi: domination. At that
stage the big majority of the
population, not only the workers
but ‘the bulk of the peasants
and the middle class in the
towns, were prepared to suppert
the most drastic measures
against the big trusts and com-
bines. They wished to destroy
the rule of Big Business ower
the nation because its character
had been exposed in its collabor-
ation with the Nazi conquerors.

The tremendous swing to the
Left wag shown in the victory of
the Socialists and Communists at.
the general election when for the
first time the C.P. hecame the

!najority ot the workers supporting
H O The two .parties together
obtained a majority of the seats in
Parlinment, as well as the votes at
the polls.

Had the Stalinists and Socialists
really desired, to prepare the basis
for a new society, not only in
Frdance but in all Europe, they had
the power to do so. They could

1 fiteer

M/, o suit £45. shoes £5. "Th:
 postal employees get from £6 to

£16 per month!

L ways is 8/- a day; in the ports

'mand of the 2nd Division

view of absolute independence |

have mobilised the masses by
ovganising the seizure of the fae-
tories, banks, mines and big in-
dustries generally to take measures
in the interests of the workers and
middle classes against a handful
of monopoly capitalists who coan-
trol France. The power of the

working class could have been
established firmly and  without
possibility of any challenge by

reaction.  But instead of sharply
differentiating themselves from the
capitalist parties the Stalinists and
Socialists made a compromise with
the M.R.P.

. The Stalinists

and  Nocialists

| merely tinkered with the probleins

facing the workers. Together’
with the M R.P. they nationalised
one or two induastries with generous
compensation  for the capitalists
The capitalists continued to pro-
and live well' amidst  the
general misery of the mass of the
population. The black market pro-
fiteers and swindlers continued to
floarish  because  there was no

Teontrol on the part of the working

elass.

'The Constitution Issue

The main task of the Constitu-
ent Assembly was supposed to be
the provision of a constitution to

strongest party in Franee, with a|

referendum. The nrovisions were
those of a capitelist parliarmentary
republic, elaborated jointly by tho -
‘three parties in the government,
But the Constitution finally agreed
on hetween the Communists and
Socialists provided for a single
Chamber. At the last moment the
M.R.P. changed their stand and
decided to oppose the Constitution
beeause it did not have a reaction-
ary senate, and the nowers of the
President were curtailed and
strictly limited. They wished for
additional safeguards in the event
of revolutionary upsurge en the
part of the masses,

Thus, the policy of the Stalinists
and Socialists played infto the
hands of the capitalist class.  The
referendum, se far as the capitalists
were cohcerned, was a game of
heads we win and tails the workers
lose. The vietory of the refer-
endum would have left the Con-
stitution with sufficient safeguards
for the ruling class. Defeat could
prepare the way for an even more
reactionary  constitution. The
Socialists and Stalinists, by not
putting forward the constitution
of a workers democrucy, but an
out-and-out capitalist one, led the
masses into an impasse.

Test Of Class Forees

. The capitalists used the refer-
endum as - a means of mobilising
the forces of reaction and to test
out the elass relationship o forces.
Hwvery means of demagogy was
brought into play for the 1Srpose
of insuring a reactionary vietory.
The very crimes of the Socialists
and Stalinists in  capitnlatine to
the representatives of Bic Busi-
'ness, were used by them in orvder
to discredit the iden of socialism
and communism, The bogey of red
dictatorship was raised for the
purpose of panicking and searing
the middle class voters.

The result of the referendurn
wag A narrow vote T arainst  the
Constitution. Ten million votinyg
againgt nine million for. Tha
issue was decided by the 5% of
the backward elements wio had not
voted at the general election bui
who were stampeded into voting
against the Constitution.  The
capitalist c¢lass interpreted this as
a defeat dor the workers. 'They
were jubilant and the stock ex-
change reflected the election results

rClontinued on pcige 4.

PALESTIN

Arabs 'an.d
¥ uBy oo

last month. 32,000 workers
were Arabs and 6,000 Jews.

On the 9th April 500 Arab and
Jewish workers in the  Post and
Telegraph Services in Tel Aviv and
Jaffa came out on strike. On the
10th the strike spréad to the Post
and Telegraph Services in all
other parts of the country,
encompassing  altogether 2,000
workers and emplovees. On the
15th Government employees of the
Z2nd Division—the lower paid em-
ployees constituting 20,000 strong,
which is more than 90% of all
Civil Servants, came out on strike.
On the same day the railwav
workers of the whole eountry and
the workers of Haifa and Jaffa
ports joined the strike,

The, strike awakened vresponse
in many other places and workers
of three hig factories came out on
strike with tens of -thousands of
workers and -employees standing
solidly behind the strikers, waiting
to join them if they should be called
upon to do so.

To understand what gave the
impetus to this wave of strikes
one must know tlie conditions and
the low standard of living forced
upon the workers and. government
employees through the low wages
in face of a constantly rising cost
of  living, According to  the
Government index, the cost of
living rose to 258 in comparison
with 100 before the war; but the
cast of hwing allowances of the
workers and employees did not rise
anywhere near this figure

To give an indication of the cost
of living, butter is 6/- a 1b., a cake

2/%d. a Day

The daily workers in ihe Post
and  Telegraph  Services receive
about 25 7d. @ day. The em-
ployees receive a basic salary of
£6 a month and the maximum of
£15 after 14 vears of service. The
maximum wages for a postman is
£9. The basic wages in the rail:

2/6; and in the Public Works
Dept. 2/6. A family of b or 68
have to live on £3 to £4 a month.
The mest important demands of
the Railway Workers were an in-
crease of the basic minimum wage
of Bs, Bd. a day and a proportional
increase for all other grtades;
annual, holiday with pay, cost of
living allowances on the whole
hasic wage: 8 hours a day and
payment for overfime. The de-
Clivil
Servants was similar to those of
the Post and Telegraph ¥mployees
but somewhat greater.

Arab And Jewish
Workers Unite

‘The Government attempted to

break the sirike by recruiting

E STRIKE

Jews Unite
CLIEF &

Our Middle East Gurréspomient.f -

The biggest strikes in- the history of *Palestine far
surpassing any other which have taken place, broke out

came out, of which 26,0(}(}'

strike-breakers, but despite pro-
mises of high payment no scabs
could be found "The Government
also tried to divide the uniied
ranks of Arub and Jewish workers,
but again without any suceess what-
ever. Layge demonstrations wers
held throughout the peried of the
strike and it was most encouraging
to see immense processions of
strikers making their way through
the Arab and Jewish quarters
carrying slogans in Arabie and
Tebrew calling on the population
for support of their just demands.

~ The Revolutionary Communist
League, Palestine Secction of thp
Fourth International issued a lear-
let in support of the strikers.

Fearing  that the strikes and
demonstrations. would spread ro
the neighbouring countries and.

receive more and more an anti-im-
perialistic character, DBritish Tm-
perialism had to give way and
grant the workers and employees
some concessions. It & not yet
clear what the aetual results of
the strike will be, as many poinis
have not yet been confirmed by the
Colonial Office in London, Thes
outcome of some of the demands is,
however, known. The minimum
salaries in the 2nd Divisgion in
Post and Telegraph was inerenged
from £6 to £8, a change was m~d«
in grading to the workers advani-
age; a cost of living allowance of

809, of vhe ofticial index wax
agreed upon for the first £10 of

basic pay. aud 409 of the £5 ubove
that. The Railway Workers alse
received u rise in  the minimum
hasic pay from 3/- to 4/- a day
and a corresponding rvise in other
grades. Two weeks paid holita-,
overtime pay.

High Commissioner Demands
‘No Strike” Pledge

Three days after the resumption
of work., the High Commissioner
declared that he “ cannot consider
the matter forther until he is given
adequate safegnards by the Asso-
ciation that the 2nd Division Civil
Service will in future- use the
machinery which exists within the
government for the adjustment of
grievances.” Tn other words, until
they pledge not to strike in fature,
But the government ‘will not- find
it so casy to break its promises.

"The strike gave the lie to the
fable which imperialism, Zionizsm
and the reactionary Arvab leader-
ship try o bolster up that unity
of the Arab and Jewish nasses is
fmpossible to achieve. Tt preved
that while therc are not a dozen
Arabs who support Zionism, there
are tens. of -thousands of Arab
workers who are ready te stand
shoulder to shoulder with their
Jewish class fellows for the defence
of their common class interests,



g s ac———

Not Nazi Germany-——But British India!

Indian Famine 1942.—This picture shows the condition to which millions of Indian workers

and peasants were reduced in the last famine in which millions died of hunger. According

to the “Daily Mail ”, 100,000,000, one quarter of the entire population of India are threatened
with-starvation. These are i . _aefits of British rule,
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D AREAS AGAI

E“" =
The fear ot’ unemployment is once agaln ralsmg 1ts ugly head In many parts of
the country; it is no longer a threat but the stark reality.
in March the toftal number of the unemployed to-day amounts to 370,000—an increase of |

120,000 over the previous gquarter.

The most sinister aspect about
these figurés however, is not
amount but their distribution.
They are concentrated in a few
areds, viz., South Wales, Scotland,
“Durham and the North-West coast,
The old Depressed aveis are com-

ing back once again. In South
Wales, according to a Labour
M.P., “cold shivers are running

down the spine of the people ™. In
this area. including Monmoath-
ghire, there are at present T0.000
nnemployed, the majority of whom
are from mining, munitions, build-
ing and’ engineering’ trades. In
Scotland, during -the  last
months “the total of unemployed
workers  has nnmmd up  from
26,000 to 70,000,

The Goverament claims that the
real problem that faces tho country

g not shortage of work hut short-
age of men.

SCPhere tre. guenes of nien in
xome districts looking for jeobs
Lt there are guenes of employ-
ers ‘w'n other districts looking for
aen.” -— yays Mr, Tsaacs.

But 1f they are really ‘so (,erta‘m
that the Dle‘,l"llf unt‘mplmmont is
oily a temporary thing, and will
soon be wiped off, then thov have
even less exense for not raising the
existing seales of unemployment
benefit. ft is o disgrace and a
national scandal that at o« tHme
when the coal-owners are. Dheing
compensated to the estent of over

o hundred million pounds for an
tndustry  then have ruined and
destroyed, that {1he wnemployed

man. and his family should be made
to lire on an cllowonee which is
harely ewough fo keep bo(lr} and
soul together.

In the TTouse of Commons, one
of the Labour M.P.s produced a
letter from one of his unemployed
sonstituents which gives us a vivid
idea o° the sense of injustice and
frustration which prevails in the
anks' of the unemployed worker
to-day.  We quote the following :

From An Unemployed .
Worker

CHIf onr Government leaders
and Menbers of Parliament twho
for ‘wome reason ‘cail themseltes
Socialists could enjoy the benefit
and happy Position of being un-
employed and try fo balunce v
family budget on un inconte of
£2 10s. awith awhich 1o feed,
clothe and ,ommde shelter for
et s wifel and fwo children
”fGJ would be wishing and 1wer
For- a-bloodyrivolwtion

T

ot waiting cr;mfof'iawu dor
aradual sociel change. TWhilst

woaiting, they couwld deny Hmnr
selves the waury of o ‘fag’ or o
hali- cr-pmt of beer. . . They

ihe:

nine!

woitld have the opportunity of
secing themselves developing into
bitter personalities and torture
themselves aliout the things the
family geeds—ithe absolute neces-
sities of lije—Imowing that such
© needs cannot be setisfied becwuse

Society decrees otherwise.”

Is it swrprising that men and
women living under these condi-
tiotis are contrasting their mixerable
allowances with the £1,000 salaries
which the M.PPs  want  for
themselves? If the Government
cannot provide work for the unem-
ployed, temperarily or otherwise,
then  they must provide for a
decent standard of life for all these
vietims  of capitalis€  society.
Work or Kull Meintenance—that
must be our slogau, and the whole

Lubour movement must :fight. for
its accomplishment.
Even if it were true, as the

Government elaims,
seareity of labour on a national
scale, it i hardly a consolation for
the unemployed worker in South
Wales or Scotland who finds "it
impoessible to move out. of his home,
The workers in these areas are
looking for something better from
the Labour - Government than
stories of jobs in London and the
Southern Counties. i
Under the rule of the Tories,
inidustries were transferred from
one area into another to suit the
interests of the eapitalists, leaving
behind them a trail of misery and
suffering in the form of the Do

pressod A.eas. It should be the
job of a Government that really
stood for the interests of the

workers to see that production
serves the interests of the people,
and not otherwise,

So far as the Labour Govern-
ment. {s concerned there have been
no end of promises and assurances
on this seore. They have stated
time and again that under no coir
cumstances would, they permit the
resurrection  of  the Depressed
Areas. What is lacking is not
promises but 2 policy.

Take the case of South Wales
Heire, the Government has- a
scheme for 122 new factories. But
of these only 28 are actually-in
hand. If and when they ufe com-
pleted, they: will provide work Hor

aloyed of TO,000. Tt iy 'the samn
thing in the-other areas. ¥

- Much has been said of the delay,
yodtape ~and ineficiency of the
Departmental Bureaueracy.
the teal reason why so. much has
-«bem; done
fir tpreetics "lies - depper:
fack that 90% of fhe Governmom
planning for: bringing: new work in
the once Depressed Arecas depends
on the good-will and co-operation
of Big Business and City inance.

SHINWELL ATTACKS
MINERS

BY J.

DEANE

The most disgusting and reactionary attack upon the
miners has, come not from some die-hard Tory, but from

a “Socialist ” Minister of Fuel, E. Shinwell!

full support of the Cabinet,

iiners, and in particular the

With the
Shinwell has threatened the
Bevin boys, who were forced

into’ the pits against their will, with ruthless action.

Pits where unofficial strikes take,

the
other

place are 1o Dbe closed and

‘miners foreed to work in

Lrens, No miner is allowed to
teave the industry.,  DBevin boys
are to be forced inte the army.

Sueh are Shinwell's threats to in-

Cregse produection ! Already
spctions of the miners’ upions have
protested against this  wost | dis-
gracelul attack upon the men who

sweal theiy guts out to win coal.
Production Has Increased

Despite the increuse in produe-
tion of 54,5300 tons 4 aweek over
Nareh 1045, coal stocks have been
reduced to u level  which faces
Dritain with the prospeets of a coal

famine next winter. Production
must be increased by e furiher
SOO0O00 fonrs weekly, if the minl-

mum domestic requirements are to
he met.  Like Major Lloyd Goeorge,
Churchill's Minister of I? 11('] Shin-
well  lolds " ab ‘ntvvmn a‘n{l
* unoflicial strikes ” 1uf~1umslblc toy
the failure to measurably increase
pwdnuion Faets would shoiw
that this is « most recctionary lie,
which serves to obscure the )eal
cituse jor the feilure to solve or
ameliprate  the  eoal production
Prooten.

.S B 1 o
Absenteeism Nof The Cause

s ial fipures are not available
Ofticial figure bt fo snspect

bt we have the

4 dishonest--sieight of hand lb\tf
ghinwell,  when he n('.l,l'lﬂl‘}v f\] ‘t
.le-(ﬂltvui:ﬂ]l in 713 per cent.

difference  hetween

Y 3 % i
Pheie ; and involin-

vatuntary absentecism g

tary  absenteeism {cansed by !‘lk‘(;
ness  and - aecidents, efc. ooﬁ!"
former accounted for 8.1 per

latter for 9 per cent:
e The loss of
aceidents and

in 1943
in the samoe period.
Iabour-time through

illhus i greater {han  that lost
v “hhrenteeism Thiz means
that if el roluntary (lisenieeism

wonld not produce.

¥

wus stopped it

o third of the required increuse in
production !

mimto-part of that Jost in 19431
These figures themselves indieate
what up-to-date figures would
most cortainly prove: ﬁmt neither
“ahsenteeisn 7 or S unofficial
strikes ™ can CJ}J’(!'HL the fuilure to
measwrably  inerease  produciio
In  wepeating these r.'ln’?_-}rrfmn.\
Khinwell rvepewts the . les of .the
capitalists who attempt to showldor
the lurdens of cupitalism onto the
baels of the workers.

Real Causes of Crisis

The eause for the fudlure Lo in-
erease pradncetion lay in inefticiency,
lack of modern machinery and the

steadily worsening of nnderground
conditions, The mines have been

nationalised, but the control is still
in the hands of the capitalists, and:
the payment of millions in compen-
sation to the coal-ownérs places an
wtolerable burden upon the miners.:

Shinwell tries to hide these facts.

Figures Tell The Story

The man-power sifuation in the
coal indastry is part of the prob-
fem, beeause this - astounding
“wastage of Jabonr™, as it iy
cynically termoed, s directly
caused by the occonomic © and
technical chaos of this industry.
During the recent coal debate in
the House of Commaons, J. DAGGAR,
M.I’.. gave the following pregnuant
facts :

“In the 12 years,
fost in the wmines
10306 workers, egual fo- the
population  of o decent sized
town. In addifion, nore than «
million. and ¢ half mine workers
weinjured ond rendered incap-
able of working for three, sir or
more doys.  More than 201 boys

(Continwed in newt Columi)

1932-43, e
no less Tn'r-rm

According, to the figures issued |

that there is a |

oply 7700 out of ‘the total unen—

But;

in worlis ‘and so littla!
¥t 18 tho

Big Business will co-operate ondy
to the extent that co-operation
brings in extra profits.” Mome
private econcerns are indeed show-
ing a new interest just now in the
derelict areas, But thiz is uot
from any sense of patriotism, Dut
because they see in the ubundunce
of femuale labour in these ureds the
possibilities of srwer—emp.’mfcrrmn

In South Wales, the majority of
the newly transferred industries
have little room for men, skilled or
otherwise.

In Durham, to quote from the
speech of Mr. Levers in the House
of Commons: “ The fuctories that
have been so fer pul wp cve G-
ponuu young women _and . yirls.
Theve 18 not an ezample of govern-
ment factory sponsored directly or
indivectly awhich is emg)lomng 73
man, - The' futhers are sdying,
‘Have we gone back fo the unkappy
days of the daughters keeping the
fathei g

It s bc('mnnu.. obvious to the
workers in these areas that it is
worse than useless to try te in-
culate a spirit of patriotism uand
national regponsibility in the cal-
culations of the ecapitalist class.
The Labour @Government must
abandon its policy of cajolery and
persnasion and be prepared to take
drastie action against the indiffer-

ence and  sabotage of DBig
Business.
What is needed is a national

plan for the organisul:ion and dis-
tribution of industry in the interest
of the working class, irrespoctive
of profit. Such a- plan dors not
exist today. Nor is it feasible so
long as industry is owned and con-
trolled by the capitalists. It is
not enough for. the Government to
‘create a few islands of natibnalised
onterprise in the sea of monopoly
‘eapitalism. All Big industry must
‘be brought under national owner-
ship -without eompensation, dnd
operated under the control of the
workers.,  Only on ¢
there be a p]nu for full employ-
ment- and security for the workers.
If we are to'avert a new economie
disaster far worse than the do-
pression of the thirties, then the
whole Labour movement mnsf. im-
mediately begin to exert all its
strength. to -foree the ‘Labour
lmderq to implemgnt this pohn- :

SUPPORT

: i BY ELSIE
BELFAST—

IN CRUMLIN ROAD
HAS BEEN ON HUNGER

THE PRISON WARDERS.
“ SINKING FAST ™,
In Dublin 460 Turf

McCaughey, the
LRA, imp’risoned for
assaulting, £ Stephen Hayes
whio was cimdemnod by the 1.

’I‘lw cuse o‘f David Fleming is
a “glaring exp‘osuu' of the. eondi-
tions uudur- ..\\111('I| prolitieal

THE CASE

i

this basis can)

“In the: autumn of 1942 David
Fleming came: up from’” Willarney
to Telfast; a ta].l splendid voung
man in the. prime. of health and
strength.  'The very model and
prototype of the Irish  Volunteoer,
he was a rh‘t\amo of . activity und
lic radiated " -eourage and good
humour to all who were privileged
te know him.

In %ptunbel' S 1042, he  was
arrested .after A fierce gun battle
on the Cromdin Road, in company
with John:

to 12 years penal servitude, with'
Graham .1nti Hugh MeAteery .on-a
chﬂlgv of “Mreason-Felony: “the

‘crime’ of Davit and John Mltc}mll

After ‘the escape of Stecl and
McAteer .in 1943, Fleming was
ddgutﬂnt of “political prisoners in
‘A’ Wing and ahout this time he
wis  singled Lout fok . provocative
treatinent b\ warders Boyd and
Kennedy. © Hig first  attempt 1o
secure pohtml] treatment was made
in’the summar!of that veir and a
prolonged wand bitter fight -ensied.
He was: begten after this strike
was broken and was subjected to
1 continual persoral searching dnd
| stripping, sometimes ‘twice a day.
Warders, Fmtu and” Jackson found
fuult -with Pleming d:uh, and did

NEYMAN
 STRIKERS

STAINES —

During the dispute at Lagonda
Motors, reported elsewliere in this
issue, the workers at Weyman's
Vehicle Body Builders, Addlestone,
gave  their support to  their
fellow T'rade Unionists on strike.
Now - Wayman's  workers are
t];unsf'l\os Lz:gﬂgul in a stay-in
strike.
The issues ‘at Weyman's arce:
Dissatisfaction with the
existing bonus rates. The
workers demand that their
representatives should have
a voice in the fixing of bonus
rate, and the right to inspect
the ﬁ.rm’s books,

Coupled with these points,
demand a 1609 T.U. shop.

All - sapport  for
strikers !

the Weyman

Also, in 1943 strikes accounted
“or less than 10 per cent. of the
e S i e & o
total tonmage lost. Uu.s‘ was under 16 were Lilled in the pro-
during the period of the Greend dugtion of coel, aund more than
;_\w:u’d wtrikes, the tonnage, there- GO,000. . injured and  rendered
fore, lost today would only be «o ’ b

idle. . . .”

In 1920 Hu‘i( were 1,200,054
men in the mining indestry. Today
there are only 632,000 _oif(‘('ti\'cly
employed. Of fhis number move
than 100,060 are over 55 years of
age!!

k¥ “the Labour Government
wanted to inereasc production it
couid do so, if it lhroke from the
cupittflist and conducted a genuine
Socialist policy. If it abolished
the payment of compensation to the
coal-owners it could use the money
to increase the wages of the miners,
to introduce medern machinery and
thus inerease the preductivity of
lahour. If the Labour (Govern-
ment called wpon the miners to
exercise their class initative and
take control of the pits in  the
hands' of wnit  cowmmittees, and
operated the nationalised industry
under workers’ management and
not that of the capitalists ox their
agents, the miners would safe-

| guard their conditions and take the

first steps to remove ihe 11‘:::]
obstacles—the eapitalist  organis-
ation of industry.

T'o determine that nationalisation
will act in ‘the interests of the
| working class the miners must in-
sist that there is no compensation
to the coal-owners; they must
fight against the present bureau-
cratic and  classically  state-
capitalist  coal Thoard and its
replacement by a  system of
Workers” management.. Broaden-
ing the struggle frowm their own
industry to industry as a whole,
they can aect, as they have done in
the past, as the militant spearhead
of the working class.

Only such a programme  will
solve the coal eri%is, and at the

same time better the conditions of
the miners and the working class
as a whole.

11 t'hn‘t’, o
mtolemhl'e
spivit.
ris very pmmmulr in all attempts
to break snd humiliate Fieming.

In 1944 ]*‘iumn;, received a very
severe  heating \1111011 imiured his
health pc:mmlentl_y Mr. H.
Diamond, MEP.. read a statement
in the Stormbnt about this incident
which is ‘starkly illuminating :

“ Warder Foster ordersd me
to face the wall... When I re-
fused, Jackson said ‘ I'll soften

& man of his high

you’ Foster then hit me
with. his fist amd Thompson
with his keys. 'Then Foster

kicked me. I was put en
veport and hrought ta see the
Doctor. .. On my way to see
hi-s "I was pushed downstairs
by “Warder ‘Noble;, Outside
the dno‘tom‘s roomy I was hit by
Warders “Moore and Boyd
with batons. When standing
in the 'line - with my back to
Boyd, he kicked me in the leg.
After I saw the doctor, Nob!e.
Boyd and:Moore beat me with
their ﬁslts\,dn.d boots, from Al

50. Lahour M,P.s
“Protest
Fifty 'lil'it_i:}'h Liabour M.P.s have
already wired  the  Stormnont
Government’ demanding  Fleming's
release.  That iz a step in the

right direction=—Dhut it is only a
step. i
Many otheps are either serving

long sentenees or interned ;
men must “bel reléased.
Trish  Republicans  are  serving
sentences dn Dritish  prisons.
Trae, these Hien took part in the
futile bombing: campaign of 1929,
but the *responsibility for chat
campadgn. Hes avith - the Stormont
Government, uh:oh deprives them
nf legal metlidds of strugele, and
with  the tish . Government,
which =ubsidix Stormont.  The
ending of the repressive legistution
in both Northern Treland and Iire
would pave theway for the growth
of a mass socialist movement, thus
climinating the basis for the under-
grouni Republican form of
strugele,

Our Attitude fl‘o The L.R.A.

Revolutionary. socialists  lhave
nothing in common with the policy
of individual terrvorism pursued by
the LILA. The armed . robleries,
the ‘shooting #of policemen and
prison wardergimerely provide the
Government with an excuse for re-

these
Scores of

7]

pressive  Chedsiires against  all
opposition: They hope to unite
Ireland, but sueceed merely in

deepening, the #ntagonism . between
“loyalist ™ dnd  mnationalist
workers, thug” farthering the in-
terests of the vapitalist class.

It must be realised, however,
that the LR.A 8 the direct ouat-
come of the sectarian policies pur-

Y THE
ES IN IRELAND

ARMSTRONG

PRISON, BELFAST,
FLEMING, A MEMBER OF THE REPUBLICAN ARMY,

I}AYQ IN PROTEST AGAINST THE

denmnstmﬁedbefnre the President for the release of Sean
23-year-old Adjutant General
= uulaufully impersonating and

But- Seau ‘V.lc(‘au;,hey (llt‘d after 23

Graham ‘of Niswcastle..
A month lbdter  hi was .aLntvmuL ;

sto-miahepaidseudite

Chief Warder 'l‘hom];son i

JUNGER

DAVID
STRIKE FOR OVER 50
BRUTALITY OF
HE IS REPORTED TO BE

workers struck work and

of . tho

one time Chief of the LR.A.,
R A. as an agent provocateur.
days hunger strike.
1111&011015 live in (‘-L'mnlih Road

Jail.  We reproduce below a leaflet

iusnnci in  the \mﬂmm Star
Special Su;ipfemwf

‘elass  parties however,

Frenc

(Continued jrom page 1.)

no longer openly give its powerful
support te the House of Savoy.

Tf louestly conducted,
plebiscite on June 2nd wwill spell
finis to the Italinn TRoyal House.
Umberio will follow hix father into
exile, unless—the reactionaries {ry
to retain by armed foree what they

«annot hope to “hold through - the
ballot box. In sueh an ev ent civil
war is inevitable.

he strength - of working-
makes it
highly unlikely that the Monarch-
ists will take the visk of a resort
tg Arms. Reaction will have to
Phide its time.

8.P. and C.P. — Same
Programme

the

Meanwhile, the

are preparing for the LI(—Cthl'H.

There are no clear-cut -issues
which divide the major parties.
and  the masses are finding it

difficnlt to distinguish between the
programmes of the Communist and
Socialist Partics and the Christian,
Demoerats. Mo add %o their con-
Tusion, Togirarri, leader of the

OF DAVID

FLEMING

up 0 my cell inc A3. That
afternoon I was brought to
the Governors Office. I was
walking: between Moore and
Neesom. T looked behind me
and at that Neeson grabbed
me by the hair and pulled me
backwards. He dug his knee
into my back so hard that
water came from me. I fell
Moore then hit me while I was
on the ground, Neeson pulled
me up to my feet by my hair.
I got three days bread and
water and I also lost three
.months privileges.’

TAfter  this: Dbeating,  Hleming
changed vhysically “and mcntalh
Always practical and sensible in
his' approach to all questions, he
 became almost irresponsible, forget-
ful’ und carcless about his appear-
ance. He suffered 'a complete
nervous  breakdown and became
moody and irritable. After the
heqtmg up he was transferred to

the prison hospital. About ljs
stay there he is not elogr. He
Aealises he was i1l but beyond
several  incidents;,  the rest  is
obscure.

From this time onward Fleming
suffered more and more from . the

sadism - of  the prison  officials,
lu\ummlh~ conditions became so
“intotarable that he was- foreed o
the ‘last terrible weapon in the
armoury of tlie political prisomer—
Hunger - Strike.

The forcible feeding started on
the 28rd day of the strike. 1In
spite of this Fleming continued to
fight on and has now refused to
take any food or water voluntazily.
The latest reports from tJle prison
are. that hLis  condition is  very
sorious. he is sinking fast. e is
not expected to live another week--
-foreible feeding has been abandoned
—it is now too dangerous,

Few men have suffered so
much.  Few men coxld have en-
dured fhe horror of this man’s
life for the past few weeks.

IS THE GOVERNMENT TO
LET HIM DIE ? WE PLACE
TH E ' RESPONSIBILITY

FATRLY AND SQUARELY ON
THE NORTHERN GOVERN-
MENT.  LET THERE BE NO
MESTAKE AS TO THE MORAL
ISSUES INVOLVED. IF DAVID
FLEMING DIES, HE WLL
'HAVE BEEN MURDERED.”

Demand Release of
Political Prisoners

Stormont and Be Valera's
clevical vegime in e, both  of
which depend for their existence
on a disunited, prejndiced working
class,  The revolt of these young
Republieans  is motivated by a
genuine hatred of imperialist dom-
ination. Deprived of the vossibility
of & legal straggle, embittored hy

cment at

police  perseention  and  economic
discrimination, their methods are
determined by the very system
that eondenns them.
Release All Political
Prisoners
We demand that a Conuniitee

be set up by the Labour and T,T0.

movement of Great Britain and
Ireland. to . be afforded full
facilitics  for investigating the
charges made by Fleming against

the ynrison warders. and the treat-
ment of politieal prisoners
gencrally.

A full amnesty for political
prisoners in Great Britain,
Northern Treland and Bire,

The abolition of the Special
Powers Acts in Northern and
Southern Ireland.

Communist Party, in & speech in
Rome on AMay 5th, assures them
that there. are no differences.

“ With the Christian Demo-
crats”, he said, “we have a
common programme; that pro-
gramme which was approved
together with the Socialists at

the Naples Congress of the
General Confederation: of
Labour. We have declared

that as we have a common
programune we ‘should work
together . . . up to now they
have said ‘no’ to this pro
position.”

Indeed, according to Togliatti,
the only thing which distinguishes
his party from the other two_is
that the Stalinists are for “unity”
whilst the others are not.

‘Trieste
Nothing. ix  stranger in this
clection than the cfforts of the
Stalinists to cover up their past.
TFormerly  they  supported the

Monarchy. TFor more than a year
they have hedged on the issue of

Trieste. To  openly  support
Stalin's foreign pelicy, which re-

guires that Trieste goos to Yugo-
slavin, ~would have antagonised [
tens  of ‘thousands of potential
communist voters. This was a
question, said Togliatti, which had
to bhe settled through. peaceful
negotiations  between  Italy and
Yugostavin, - Today the  Stalinists
are succumbing to chauvinist sen-
timent.dnd are’ challeing the walls

with .the  slogan *Long  Live
Italian  Trieste in  the Ttalion
Republic”. This is nothing hut

an opportunist vote-cateliing

manosuvre.
Togliatti Attacks French
C.P. — Covers  Stalin

Desperate

for  votes, "Togliatti
doos: mot even

hesitate to  attack
the Communist Parties of France
and  Yugoslavia. In  the same
Rome speech alveady guoted, he
states : .

“ Nothing
from declaying that I am not
in agreement with those com

I o SRR A s TR

the |
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will prevent me

Italian C.P Attacks

h CP.

munists in other countries
who . . . commit the error of
not making any distinction
between fascism and the
Italian people.”

There iy not a word of vutiuun
however to be found in Togliatti’s
speeches against his master in the
Kremlin, who is  behind  Yugo-
‘slavia’s . demand for M'rieste and
who wants to impose on the
Italian people « reparation claim
for £75.000, 000. (Italy “has paid,
reparations in full ”, says Togliatti

elsewhere in the speech, through
the ~ blood and sacrifices of her
partisans and strikers). On the

contrary, he lands Soviet foreign
“peace and democracy "
For Private Initiative

o make quite sure that ne-one”
misunderstands  the policy o
which .the CL.P., is facing the
voters, Togliatti stressed :

“We do not advocate a
Socialist economic system. for
Italy amd bhelieve that it is
clear to all that there does not
exist today the conditions for
maug“umtmg sitch a systemn in
Italy. We affirm that it is
necessary o leave a large fisid
of development to private
initiative, which alone makes
possible the rapid reconstruc-
tion of our national ecgnomy.”
Speaking  in , the San  Cavle

Theatre, Naples, on May 8th,
Togliatti onee again called for the
collaboration of the CLI'., Socialists
and  Christian  Demoerats. Ha
stressed that only the Communist
DParty had made possible & “ stable
governinent  sinee 1942,

The workers of Ttaly know very
Lwell the price they ‘have had to
pay for this ‘stability Under
the suecession of coalition: govern-

ments in which both the C.P. and
8.P. functioned, theiv conditions
have _steadily: deteriorated.:: . On
evely important social issué’ the

Right wing parties in. the:govern-
ment  foreed a *erigis. - In . tha
saered name of “uatioual unity
the Left-wing parties gave way and
another slash had heen taken at
the workers' standard of living.

For a "S.P.- C.P.
.Government,

. An the (mmn" elections, the
“workers of Ttaly w1!I vota Sacialist
and Communist, not becanse the
programmes of these parties fuliill
their aspirations, but bhecause thex
are determined to prevent a vietory
of the - rveaction. They
Soefalist and Coemmunist as the
only way - of asserting their-clags
independence.
ing-clags parties  a ‘eléar majovity
over all other nartics, they will

action put forward by the Ttalian
Trotskyists, the Partite . Operaio
Commauniste (Workers” Communist
Party), who are demianding that
the  Soelalist  and  Communist
Tleaders Dbreak with the capitalist
parties and “orm a government of

| the  working-class _barties -— a
i Socialist-Communist-General  Con-

federation of Labonr. Government.

This is the road forward for the
Ttalian ‘workers, This is the first
step towards that socialist economic

svatem  which  Togliatti fears so
e, ) g
13 M, TG,

(Continued frow poage 3.

in a rise
and shares.
However, it is significad to note
that in spite of all the failures and
shortecomings of thie Stalinists aud
Soeialists; In spite of the Tact that

in the prices of stocks

the massek did not have an . in-
spiring socialist lead, the number

of votes for “ Yes " was only a few
hundred  thousand  less  than  the
votes reeeived by the Socialists and
Communists in the Genersl
Lilection.

According to the press, sections
of the socialist voters, some of the
white collared and middle class
clement voted “No.™

The overwhelming majority of
the workers continued to vote for

the workers’ parties ;
[t ix =still possible that the
Stalinists will gain votes in zhe

General Nleetion at the expense of
the Socialists. while the Socialists
miy recover many of the
that “they have  lost. But
workers” parties. because of
poticy, cannot hope to  win
bulk of the middie class vote.
I'ranee is split into two camps,
which, despite  the perfidious
Teadership of the Socialists and
Stalinists, are ireeconcilable. The
capitulation to  monopoly cupital
has mervely whetted the dmmtltp of
the reactionaries, who are preparing
for an offensive agninst the working
clags. '

Civil War Coming

General De Ganlle remaing as a

the
their
the

reserve weapon  of  the capitalist

immediate

ship and ftrust

of an
workers

independent
and peasants,

sued by the Tory-Unionist Govern-

[
[
i
b
|
i
i

Dritain,

EGY P I (Continued from page L)

complete break with Britain's

imperialist past, by the

~and unconditional withdrawal of troops from
the whole of the Middle Fast, and the granting of com-
vlete imlupendomv to all the
lings the workers in Britain could lay the basis for a new
usgociation with the Arvab countries, based upon friend-
between
eountries, and their muthal co-operation in the buillding
Socialist

Arvab masses. Along these

the toiling masses of these -
the Arab
Socialist

Federation of
in  allinnee  with a

vofes |

French Turn

class. However, there will Le
many  fluctnations. in the class
struggles  that  lHe o ahead, with
alternating waves of reaction and
radicalisation.  As the UUN,(JIG\?'G.'
Guardian  exuressed it in an
editorial ¢
" Withont a. vigerous reorgan-
isation of a soeial and economic
life, rance is in danger of
hv(mmn" a second Hpain,''

The fact is, heeause thie Stalin-
ists and Socialists did not shatter
forever the hold of the combinos
and trosts of the 2000 familios who
rule France; because they have
becu unable to recover and gain
support  amongst  sections of tho
tlommnmg middle class, eivil war

is virtually inevitable.  The pre-
sent  position  cannot  continne
indefinitely, though as in  Spain
the climax will be delaved.  The

raling elass will move in the direc-
tion  of establishing a  military
police or Bonapartist dietatorship
ag the only means of  stabilising
their rule.  The  choiee

between the rule of the  working
class or the naked diet tatorship of
finance-capital,

i'nless the French workers are
mobilised for a determined struggle
againgt capitalism, the  reaction
will gather its Torees “or an on-
slaught on the working eliass,  The
Ifrench  seetion  of  the Fourth
International.  the Tnternational
Clommunist Party fights for
only vpolicy which offers a
anmisgt. sohution,
ing that the Socialist and Com-
munist  DParties  hreak with the
capitalists and struggle for power
on a revolutionary programiac.
They are fighting in the defonce of
the workers standards, and to take

con-

reaction. Our TFrench Party
points to the road of Lenin: the
establishment of a Soviet Socialist
France and the complete over-
throw of the power of - the
capitalist elass.

. Published by E. Grant,
256, Harrow Road, London, W.2.
Printed by C. A, Brock & Cn. Lid.
7¢ Bouthers Row, Londer, W.10.

policy for its great contribution to

By giving the works:

v hatores
France in the next period will be .

the

Thev are demand- -

aption against the emplovers and

will vote .

show their, ‘-]ll]l]i()lt‘ for ‘the line af s

o
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