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90,000 Greek -

BEVIN AND.THE BRITISH LABOUR GOVERNMENT HAVE DECKREED THAT THE “ INDEPE
OF GREECE SHALL HOLD TS ELECTIONS ON MARCH 3ist, AGAINST THE EXPEESSED
JHE ELECTIONS WILL THUS TAKE PLACE AMID A RE :
CLASS PARTIES -AND THE LIBERAL PAREY ARE

GOVERNMENT

WISHES OF THAT GOVERNMENT.

3

REACTION AND TERROR.
" PHE OUTCOME WILL ALMOST - CERTAINLY BE A I
'Y LEAD TO A SEMI - FASCIST MILITARY DICTATORSHIP, OR ALMOST CEF

ABSTAINING.
IN ALL PROBABIL
10 CIVIL WAR.

Seven Ministers of the Quisling
Government, which. 18 maintained
solaly by British support, recently

tions under which the election will
e hold,  Hven the quisling Prime
Minigter, Sofonlis, said on March
17th, that * all over the country,
Monarchist  candidates alone are
able  to  move about £reely.”
D Teleqraph, 18:8.46). On
Mareh 22rd, he said: *“ What i
happening in Greeee is ‘that peovle
ave afraid to utter the hame of the
Republic for fear that they will be
hounded from their homes. All mv
reports from the countryside ara
agreed on. that peoint.” (Observer,
24.3.46). i

70 Labour M.1%.s have protestud
and demanded pestpoiement of the
dlections,  Dut mone of these pros
tosts - have altered  the British
Government's decigion.

Political and Economic Chaoes

preceding  year,

The .. whﬁuln
winter,. has seen

ﬁ:q)(&t‘iﬂlhr last

wuption. in “Greece. The legacy of
Nawi occapation in  this
ich is poor at the hest
Lenovgh But

ary elements who ' deminate the
administration. = The masses, oven
the - middle classes, ‘have Teen|
reduced to destitution by inflation.
Several times sinee the “libera-
tion . the gurrency has bocome

.resigned in protest at the econdi- |in the month after the

.and on

THE -WORKING

quite worthless and economic life
has stopped. . ’

Once again, in December 1945,
Sofoulis
Government came to fpower, the
cost of living rose elevén-fold. The
drachma, officially 2,000 to the
pound, rose on Dec. 15th, 1o 80080,
Dec: 28rd o 14,000 to the
pound. - The' Varveressos Plan,
which would have introduced striet
aconomic controls, and at the same
time. placed the burden: of defiation
ont the musses, was seotched: by the
big profiteers whe rule the country,
gince they eould.not tolerate evend
o slight Iimitation of their anti-

social - activides. '
Civil War Brewing
P({l'iti(‘:1]l)‘. Greeee  lisy been

lining up for eivil war. The series
of Governments since 1944 (Papan-
dreou, Plastiras Voulgaris, Cantil-
lopoulos, Sofenlis .
the supnort of hardly anyone gxecepl.
the  Dritisli  -imperialists,
workers’ and ‘even liberal organis-
ations: have - been
toyalists and Taseisés have con-
ducted a - reign - of terrdf  and

steadily prepared for a coup d'état.|
; child

nent

ere. iinprisoned,
L0000, being . The |
Minister. of himself

admitted-that in some cases twalve
people whre being tried .{:0.1' the
camée  crime ! Clearly, this-is nof
Hjusgtice ™ but terrov. |
(Continned on-page k)

FASCIST MEETING
~ Smashed by |

nited Front

BY NORAH KING -

On Wednesday, March 13th

, memberd of the Clonipunist

rarty and Revolutionary Communist - Party  once again

combined in united action wi
_the Fasgcists, in their new gui
‘League ”, from holding a |
Hall. : .

th other workers tg.prevent
ge of the * Vigilante's Action
yblic meeting at t}‘fe Albert

Preen and Ham, well-known to be ex-members of the
British Union of JFascists, were blatantly advertised as
two of the speakers at the meeting.

Althongh we had written to the
Commimist Party nearly a week
before the meeting, eolling” upon
them to help mobilise the workers
against the -fascists,. and  pointing
out that the Daily Worker h:}d not
even mentioned the meeting, 1t was
only on the very day of the mest-
ing that a ca]l was made to demon-
strate. Knowing that: the
Protskyists  would De there, and
that militant rank and file mem-
Pers. of the Communist Party
would: also Le there, the C.FP.
Jeaders were forced to take over

Plattorm Captured
Demonstrating, both ~dfside and
ottside the Albert ITall, about one
thonsand workers showed their
determination "fo fight ngalnst the
revival of fascist activity. ;
Only about 100 Tascists sup-
ported the meeting. The hall alone
costs £1.0600 f6T the evening. After
about 15 minutes had passed, fh(‘.
workers, influgnced by the mitiative
of one of our comrades, had suc-
cecded in ecapturing the platform

and taking over the meefing,

Trotskyist Banners

Outside  the hall, . the demon-
strators were mo  less - energetic.
Our comrades were in the forefront
of the struggle, as the pieture we
print demonstrates. ’I‘lw-‘l};mm‘.rﬂ in
the front arve those carried hy our
comrades, bearing:such slogans as

“ JIWISH AND GIENTILIS
WORKKRS UNITE AGA INST

PASCISMYT “ SMASH TASCISM
BRFORE 17 SMASHES yOou ™
w0 SMASH WASCISM, SMASH
CAPITALISM.” -

The Londou District Clommittee
of the R.CLTs distributed a Jeallet
CUNITED FRONT
CLASS

OF ALL WORKING

ORGANISATIONS AGAINET
PASCISM . It pointed out that
the workers could not rely on the
State gpparatus or the pelice foree
to deféar the fascists before they
ain a foothold, only the orgauised

workers could do this.® That to
destroy the basis  of  Tasclsm.

capitalism must be overthrown; the
workers must <demand of the
Labour Government that it ceasc
to appease the capitalists, and in-
stead put into practice s fighting
socialist programme,

A platform was set_up, and ons

~f the speakers was Comrade Ajit
Roy. e was londly chéercd when
he ag an Indian worker.denounced
race hairved, called “for a United
TFront of all sections of the work-
ing class movement. * He called on
the workers to fight for this in
their trade union braychies and
factories. His speech . wag  on-
thusigstically received, but when
he  declared himself to he a
member of the Revolutionary-Com-
munigt Party, the district officials
of- the London Digtreict of the
Communist Party attempted <o
shout him down, to the disgust of
even the vank and. file members of
their own party. 4
C.P. Rank and File: Critical
Gverywhere, the members of the
O.P. were complaining #bout the
attempt on the part of? the C.P.
leaders to turn the demounsiration
inte a *“ Daily. Worker rally ” in-
gtend of a  united front of all
sections of the workers. ~ :
The hvsterical  outburst  of
Qralinist officials to © beware of the
members of the so-called Revolu-

tionary Communist Party ™ wlo
woere -digtributing a leaflef, was
grected  with  the contempt it

The
o
~ the

degerved by the audicnce.

Teadership  failed  miserably
divide their moambers  from
Trotskyists in comuion action.

L

BY D.

. ) have enjoyed
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hounded, - the.

Workers Demand “Leave Greecz”

JAMES
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'Tite above picture was talken
Action League” meetirig. The
carried by our comrades.

WORKERS DEMONSTRATE AT FASCIST MEETING

at the Albert Hall “Vigilante
bannexs in' the foréfront are
{“ News Chrenicie " photo.)

| of trouble makers, and

A ; . 5
For Mi.P’s
The Select Committee on
!the 'Expenses. of Parliament

|has  recommended that
salaries of M.P.s, should be

|
1
I

“linereased from. £600 & yea#

to £1,000 ‘& year, £500 of
| which would be tax free, .

The PPress  picturés this as a
moderate recompense: for the ser-
vices © vendered - by M.P.s  But

I'compare the attittde of the Press

and Parliament-to the modest de-
mands of the dockers, miners and
engineers: and other sections. of the
avorking colhss. . When o they were
foreed to fight for increases to fry
and catch up with the inereased
cost of living,-they were reviled as
enemies of the “ nation ”, the dupes
“agitators ",

ete,. ete. '

In' reality, salaries high above
the ordinary wages of the working
clags are a moeans of demoralising
and corrupting ‘the representatives
who speak ' in the name of the
workers. - To the capitalist repre-

| sentatives it is-merely additional

pocket money. .

Tentt - again - and again em-
phasised that raising the Jevel of
living standards of the parliament-
‘ary deputies above that of the
workers wes ¢ means of aliering
fheir cluss outloo®, That is why
Lenin, insisted in. the Soviet State
which he founded, that no member
6t even the ‘Supreme Soviet should
‘rdceive more than #the avernge wuege
of the Rissian workers:  This was
asaf against degeneration.
. olutionarvy . Communist
iteelf on thi i

iy 8

in Acceruing.
from such office i(holding. public|
office or positionsiin the working
“class movement), shall be donaterd
‘to-the Party funds, and the office;
holder . paid the Party =
‘workman's wag s ig paid to
Party functionaribs.™
. The workers must demand that
increases in the salaries of the
Members ‘of  Parlinment  should
only take place proportional to the
increases in the standards of the
masses, rising or falling with them.

remun

British Miners

Miners of Great Britain !
one of the greatest disasters
of Coal Mining.

Approximately 500 Miners lost
their lives in an cxplosion of such
magnitade as to rank it alongside
of Senghennyd, Cwm IZbbw Vule
and  Gresford—all of “which, are
only too painful memories that still
linger with us.  Guresford in par-
tienlar most ‘of us reniember, “wo
can recall tlie stark headlines of
the Press, the shocked world
opinion, Flis Majesty's ' cancern .
“ e Fund ”, .and above all the
resolutions, votes of
aye! and (he practieal help that
poured in from the Miners of every
country in the world—incinding
Germany. »

We can algo appreciate the fact
that in these days, international-
jsm and. world working class unity,
had not  been relegated to  the
pigeon-hole it eoceupits to-day .at
"Pransport Flouse.  One veally felt

in common with' the workers of
other lands in general, . and: the
Miners: in particular. iy
‘Comrade Minebs ! this recent dis-
aster did not take place in lraat
Britain, or in fact any * friendly *
country, but happened in the Innd
"L AL Hlacs

of an ex-“encmy a
called L'nnn, near Dortmund in the

Ruhr! That this may be  news
tn some, I can quite imagine, for
all the newspapers T have wsech
that commaented upon this subject,
two inches of one column is the
. -]
maximnm of®space devoted.  One
well-known newspaper repottad the

tragedy in these vindietive and
(raling) class  conscious terms i—
G0 Rritish Officers Hnlombed 17

then, as though it had no signific-
ance at all, it added that BOO er-
.man Miners algo accompanied the
% British ‘Officers to their death !
This, Clomrades, i the stuff that
breeds Fascism. It is pure Racis]
Hatred.  For us Miners, it sphould
be enough to know that neavly NGO
working-class lives were Tost in the
same stroggle in which we -
selves are foreed to  participate.
I MPheir fate might casily have been

condolonee, i

then, chat we did have something |

TO

Sén'd Condolences to Germans

BY /TOM BAYLISS

Recently, there to'ok place
in the whole sordid history

Workers |- Tn 1826, when

ours.
we ourgclves, were in a life and
death grapple with the  British
Coal-Dosses,: the German Miners

pledged their full solidarity with us
and took militant action ¢ on behalf
of our British Comrades .

In eage. some of us still feel a
hit sore about the (Hermans, let us,
ag  Miners eoxamineg the whole
guestion. No matier to what par-
Ctieular party  we owe  allegiance,
ve must realize that the problem
that confronts the -working-class 1s
"an international one, and only on
lam  international basis can it he
golved, Tield-Marshal 8ir Bernard
Monteomery speaking at Edinburgh
recently said, © T feel: that nothing

vou do there (CGermany) is any
good - unless you bring about a
change of heart In. the  GQerman

People—and that is not easy.”
Personally, I think the average
S Tommy’ returned from Germany
ean answer that one, Here is a
chance for the British Miner to
demonstrate hig class solidavity and
to show both the Noble Monty anid
the bureauncratic leadership of the
N.ILM. tifat the spirit of Inter-
national ' Brotherhood . ig not vet
dead amongst us. No comrades, to
the Lodges ! Taise the guestion of
a vote of condolence: to the bereaved
in this catastrophe. Tlemand that
the N.ILM. of Great Britain take
practical steps to alleviate the dis-
tress at Dortmund in the mannet
which the name Socjalism calls
for, on behalf of, and in the name
of the British Miner!

Addendum
At a meeting of my-own Lodge
.of the N.IL.M.—the Arrel Griffen
Lodge, Aberiillery—a’vote of con-
dolence with our German eomrades
was pissed.

-
b

Re

AEU. BRANCH

eince of  ten years penal
servitude, inflieted by Court-
fmartial upon A.C. Cymbalist
lfor his leadership of the
Singapore R.AF. . strikers,
Hag already given rise to a
widespread demand for his
release by trade unions’ and
men serving in the  forces.
Service' 1wmen
deep disgust on the celerity
with. which the  brass hats
have tried and sentenced this
rauk and file leader.

The savage reprisal sent-|

comment with |

lease Cym baliSt

' PROTESTS

The follgwing resolution was
passed by the Edgware 1{.1 Tvanch
of the Amalgamated Enginecering
Union at its meeting " on 25th
March.

“Phis Branch profests against

the sentence of 10 years im-

prisonnent passed on  Adrerafi-

man Cymbalist of the Roypal Adr

Force at Singapore. The Branch

is of the opindon that the strikes

in the RAF. in the Hast were
due to the genivine grigrances of
the men and that it is the duty
of the Labowr Govermment tlo

remedy the grievances and not 1o
i  wictimise wndividuals. The
Branch therefore demands the
quashing of the sentence and the
immediate release of Aircraftinan
Clymbalist ¢nd @ full enguiry by
the Governnient inte the cirein-
stences of the Cowrts-Martial.”

war. Ileanis of propaganda: have
been churned  out against | the

-nnsuspected attack against & harm-

parving consistently for war against

4 question of convenience, not -at

marched from the

— Workers Learn of Unknown Relations

At Nuremberg the Nazi gangsters are in' the dock as a

gacrificial offering. for the.

erimes  of werld efpitalism.

The {rial is being staged to pretend that only thé German

imperialisgts were respousible

for the war.  Yet il spite of

all precautions, the truth is leaking out that ail the major

;zm{ita._i ist  powels Dbear

equal

responsibility = for  the

devastation and fnin of the world.

The ecapitalist  * democracies’
have pretended that -German  and
Japanese aggression Jproveked the

fPrussian . mentalityd  and  the
“ Japanese code V', wlhich prevented
the world from blossoming forth as
& haven of peace. No synthetie
indignatiou is spared: to denonnce
the . * Yellow monkd without
honour, without Christian morals,
without ethics, who ‘launched an

Jess  and.  anoffending - American
people. The war on the part:of
the Allies was. pigtnred as  a
ertisade in .défence,; of morality
against immorality, of honour and
decency against the “'rules of the
nngle. . Remember: Pearl Har-
bour” was the rallying ‘war cry
of  the American capitalists.

Yet  evidence . is, forthcoming
whicl shows that Amexiea was pre-

Jdpan and® Germany. . What was
not settled was onlyithe date. The
American Cabinet even discussed a
surprise attack on ‘Japan  before
Peart Harbour. . If they did not
strike the first blow; 1w was purely

all of morality.” -}

The Daily Hrpress of March
22ud, 1946, reports: -

f Nine days  hefore | Japan
attacked Peurl diarbowr Pre-
sident Roosevelt’s War Cabinet
agreed.  that. if - Britain  fought
Japan the Uni

were

coposal  that : should:
wattack™  the - Japunese  forces
doithout further togrning ;. poison
qas shipments to the Phillipines
were ordered.” :
Tn the same way, the
capitalists conspired with

Dritish
Hitler

and the Mikado. The Jatest evid-
ence of this “comes out at the
Nuremberg  Trial, where the

workers of this country learn for
the first time of some of the secret
negotiations -which: took place be-
hind | their backs :‘between the
British industrialists and Goeering.
Among these named were :

L
tio

The  Hon., CHARLHES  MAC-
LARBN, of Messrs. . JJohn Broirn

© & Co., Shaphuilders; ;

M 8. W, RAWSON, of PThomas
Irth and “John Brown, ad.,
KSteel Manufadturers.

M. A, HOLDEN, deserilied s of
Longmaor Hotel, Grdtiwick Roed,
Worthing. :

Sir ROBERT RENWSCOK. Rart.,
of the County of Lokton Hiectric
Supply o P

Mr. BRIAN 8. MOUNTAIN, of

~ the Huagle Star Inshrance Co.

.1'.’7‘@ CHPREDHRICK SPENCER,
Divector of John Brown & o,
Associvted Hlectrical Tndustries,
end other eowipanies, since ddied.

My, T. Mseagtng

. Jll]i'l\f"K.F()R:T!f. :
“dyirector of the Hotpoint MHiec-
triced Applience Co. |

The rulers ~of this  country
}'(-gm'dcd Cowith . equanimity - and -
understanding ”’  the. crimes  of
Hitler ~ and - of the  Mikdo
against the German - and

Japanese people. 86 far as they
were concerned it wis o guestion
of Wwhat pelicy would bhest sdrve to
defend their canitalist interests.
“The  working clads, . when it
comes to power, will pul all the
criminals " in the dock awhen thev
examine the archivess The spivet
negotiations and schemes, the lots”
apd counter plots. whereby wovld
diploniacy is carriedson will all. he
revealed pitilessly,<ias  werve the
seeret - negotiations’ which = were
made public. by the Bolsheviks
under Lenin in 1919, °

Al are guilty. " Ei ;
_Britain  fought - fo- defend -her
m.q_hp to, exploit -the Deovles of her
‘empire.  Ameriea fought Tapan fér-
fhe dominati ¥
Lo 3t

3¢
) the Atlantie
naked trnth. + . Taa e
The defeat of.. Germany “aud..
Japan, the. elimination of the * evil -
forces V', hasg not eliminated war.
On: the contrary, the.great powers
are preparing furionsly  for the
next war. : "

Unless world imperialism is
destroyed, World War IIT iy a
certainty. - It is a race between
war and revolution, Only . the

coming to power (if,= the -workers
can avert a new wal. . They will
place all the criminals in the dock.
where they belong just as much as
the Gloebbels, the Goerings, and the

Hitlers.

5,000 LONDON

ENGINEE

S MARCH

.BY J. DEANE -

Iingineers
Temple,
London, to Hyde Park on
March 24th to -demonstrate
their determination _to fight

5,000 London

for the 40-hour week , £1 a
week raise In pay, amd 14
days holiday with pay. The

demonstrators marched under
banners calling for action. At
Hyde Park a monster meeting
was held. - . - 0 '

This followed upon the strikes
of engineering workers at TTumber,
Cossor’s, and Tord's.

But hundreds of eugineers were
sadly disappointed with the
speeches  from  the  platform.
Hundreds walked away in disgust
with the speeches of Dirch and
Berridge and other Stalinist mem-
hers of the District Committee.
They saw in their efforts to divert
the militancey of the engineeers into-
negotiation machinery, a delilerate
attempt to sabotage the -struggle.

From the outset, the Londen
Distriet Committee had set out to
prevent the holding of a monster
demonstration.
fecling and mood of the engineers
by changing the date to a Saturday,
against the specific wishes of ths
members who had voted against a
Saturday demonstration and for n
week-day stoppage. It waged no
serious campaign in the factories
and shops in  the London area.
These methods were deliberately,
designed .to frustrate the militant
mood of the workers. “Had the
demonstration been held as origin-
ally decided on. and had a serious
ampaign  been *conducted, the de-
monstration swould have: been ten
times as great,

The only .nilitant speech -om

the platform, made by Bro. Hill
of the Boilermakers’ Tnion, wnro-
voked tremendous apnlaunse.  The
advanced fighters, militant. shon

stewards as well as rank and filers,

It undermined the |

are beginning to see the need for

a militant policy and a rank and.

Muany of them
¢ 3 support  for the
Minority  of the  “Demonstration
Committee " who opposed  the
Stalinist manoveuvre in changing the
d(:.l,\,' of the derhonstration and then
disgelved the Committee which the
rank and file had eclected, Many -
expressetd their intention of attend-
ing  the meeting ealled by the
Minority at the Folborn TTall, on
Sunday, March 31st, at 10.30 a.m.
to discuss the flugrant digregard of
its 'mandate by the Majority of the
(f()]_niniftm. '
Withdraw from the Natiotial

Arbitration Tribunal !

For Militant Aection !

1A VERITE
LEGALISED

" <

La Verite ”, organ of the
Tnternationalist - Communist
Party, French section of the
Fourth International, which
was banned by the ¥French
roverninent . has been legal-
ised. Tt iz now authorised
to publish a weekly, with a
cirecalation of 50,000- copies.
This is a great victory for
the working-class. »

The - ban  hag  Deeh  Hfted
hecause of the increasing opposi-
l.mn‘from all - gections  .of  twhe
wqumg-ul:_ms movement  against
this reactionary measure. TLead-
-ing gnd well-known | figures  in
America: - the  Socielist  Appenl
and ! the Tevolutionary  Com-
munist Party, protested and de-
manded the lifting of the ban on
La Verite, which was one of the
-first.

file organisation.
promised  their

illegal papers to anpear
against the Nazis,
The Parvis - Committee of the
ST.0., French Socialist Partv,
supported this campaign  for tlie

authorisation of Lu Verite,
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FROM A SOLDIER IN
JAVA

From Java :
I have been foiled so far in try-
ing to get talking’ to an Indonesian,

Dear Editor,

I arrived in Batavia and .was
impressed by the absolutely .com-
plex situatlou” I had imagined
that this paft of the country
would be governed by the Dutch
and part of the eountry governed
by the Indonesian Republic. But,
Oh no, a lot of. big buildings ﬂy
the Dutch flag, and then you see
one or two flying the -ved and
white (Indoncsian). These build-
ings arc serawled with the words
Republic  for Indonesia in black
paint, and are complete with rebel
sentries. Strange as it seems, they
don’t - bother to fire!

On the way through the cify T
saw some very good slogans in
English. We don't ask for freedom,
we are entitled to it Freedom
the glory of @ nation, ete. Appro-
priately enoiugh, on an Ameriean
embassy, Americe for the Ameri-
cans, Indonesia for the Indonesians.

Now herels 'a few shocks, All
the British troops have a ])nvou:h
room, plenty of money, issued Free,
good food, cte. The c¢hap next
dool to me has bought a Persian
earpet for his room, also a grand-
falhoi clock, sideboard, Wl][‘l(‘s\
spring bed, electric fans, ete. He
has been ]1010 two months only, and
already he has £120 in  THnglish
carrency., T have already got 1,500
Guilders in two days!! You might

guess that this is caused E‘n, the
Japs.
The natives of Java . refuse to

‘necept Dut(h'"mldm& ‘which &re
worth 28, 4d. sterling. They pre-
fer to go on trading the Japanese
‘occupation money which is really
worthless, having no Lm‘haugo
value with sterling.

We arve given 150 Jap wmldms bl
week free!

Pamphlets:
You Should Read

REVOLUTIONARY
COMMUNIST POLICY
Conference Demsuons
1945 .

TRANSITIONAL
PMGRMM OF THE
1th INTERNATIONAL 6d.

AB.C. OF TROTSKYISM 6d.

WHIT’HER FRANCE !
"by Leon Tmtsky

~(Part 1)

6d.

6d.

who talks * repel’, haye at-
tunpted to talk p()llLICb with a few.
difference and pro-British. Natur-
can_ shoot him. TThis last comment
may seem tunny to you, but I can
‘agsure you that Bricish troops .du
shoot at random just for the fun
of it. Lo .

The military are having the Japs

uildings, trams and tyans.

T'm sorry to say that some of
the British troops consider shoot-
ing Imdonesians as sport. Ido you
know what bappens to lndonesian
prisoners? ‘L‘hey shoot them in the.
leg or somewhere, and send them
to the Indonesian ITospital. Some-
times they dispose of them by put-
ting them in a truck and dump
them in the seal! However,
some of - Lthe socialistic boys shoot|
the Dutch instead.

Onece a Duateh soldier canght gn
Indonesian, and proceeded to smash
his face in against the wall, don't
worry, onc of our lads emptied-his
magazine into him (the Dutch).

Dear Comrade, -
I set off along the desolate road
to Karachi, which was about five
miles. About half a mile or -so
down -the Toad, completely unin-
habited, 1 saw to my horrer the
body of a dead man being eaten
by . wvultures ! Being  the  first
corpse - that I had -ever seen, L
hurried on only to find another,
60 .yards further along the, road a
pile of bones being picked by more
vultures. v
I hurried on’ passing numerous
“ gtinking ”’ eamels and their ldfds.
When I finally reached the suburbs
of Karachi, I found them one mass
{of filth and degradation!! The
homes were little huts about 12 feet
high and made golely of bamboo
and mud. I asked an old Indian
of about 90 .years of age, where I
could get some snapshots,
didn!t know. Then  his cronies
came round, bowing and scraping,
and touching their caps. Truly an
embarrassing position, fortunately
a taxi-man drew. up, so A hopped
S5 v o o b g1 S

INTERNATIO,NAL
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street,  The taxi by the Wiy, wis
2 horse drawn chariot. :

I finally got some snapshots, and
then asked the driver to take me
back to the place he found me. I
retraced my steps and luckily got a
lift in a truck driven by an Indian.
Bey! was J glad to be back in
camp ! The lads never expectéd to
see me: back alive, because it seems
that I was out of bounds.
 Well, above you have a brief sur-
vey of what 18 supposed fo be one
of the -first citys of India. There
are of course other things of which
11 haven’t mentioned, of the various
animals wandering about the streets
apparently owned by no one.
Some are the size' of a cow but
like a big black shaggy dog. Others
were sheep (I think) with long
drooping -ears’and horns.

Then again “the place is full of
beggars practically starving, be-
1cause no one can really afford ¢
give them anything. The p,opu}ace
use the streets as a lavatory, but
I must stop for there are incidents
so immoral that T really cannot
center inte my letter. Mhis is
British India!! T cannot describe
it in words, one hag to experience

the steneh to realise all that
it entails. * Britain and Britain
alone - is  responsible for pulling

India down to this level and more
50, keeping them down. Honestly
it makes one thowughl,; ashamed
to he DBritish.”

Norg.~—This letter was sent
before the recent trouble in
Karachi. -

of ’em, but thé only response is in- |,

ally, this is out ot tear, in case 1} ~

remove all political slogans from

but he.

Comrades

“We are ealling upon all friends
and sympathisers of th -Socialist
Appeal to make an extra-special
effort during the next fortnight to
help us collect the balance of our
£250  Fighting Fund. It is our
firm opinion, based upon past ex-
periences,- that this can be done,
provided an organised ecampaign
is 1n°,t1tuted in each local area.

BRANCH

] Bram:h
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The secret "of' collﬂcting mot«oy
is not repeated appeals to regular
supporters-to “ give until it hurts ”
but the ability to spread the re-
sponsibility of regular contributions
over the ever-increasing range of
new sympathigers. “This can only

-be achieved when our old sup-

porters tackleithe job v_vith a folly
thought-out plan. Here we con-
ﬁne ourselves:to two suggestions.

FIGURES

Target.

£50
£10
£50

£5

L £10
: £6
£4

£9

£3

£8

£8

£3

£1

LI |

<

LI B T
b

=

R i e
P A R NP CR - R

c_c"e.r-tzmaam.md‘qé_cas

P ot ot el ot et D o Y g WSS TR

ty o)
31
e
e
—
(=]

8

£100 BY NEXT ISSUE!

- Send Every Penny NOW

Some

Suggestions

I, The Special Collectmg’
Cards

These are designed to LOHGCt
regular sums from comrades who
purchase the Seeinlist Appeal on
canvassing rounds, street corners
and faetmv sales. . All that is re-
quired is for each seller to produce
a2 card to a likely supporter. - In
cases where readers have been buy-
ing the paper for some time (d.]ld
the) ¢ are many such cases), it is a
simple matter to make this ap-
proach. It is not only important
to strvess the need for giving as
much as possible, but to try to
arrange . for the colleetion “of
regulur slhms, no matter how small,
In this way our finances become
stabilised. Besides it provides us
with an excellent opportunity to
interest a wider eirele of workers
in the policy” of our Party. We
anxionsly await news from -von
ubout results-in this divection.

2. -The Jumble Sale at the
Party Centre

A Jmnblt- ?dle i§ being organ-
ised at the Party Centre on
Baturday, April 13th, and the re-
spongsibility for its success is not
simply ‘a London- ¢ne, but all pro-
vincial comradés ave asked to send
in as many articles as possible to
help make it a great triumph. A
| thorough comb-out will, we are com-

fident, produce many surprises in
the way of saleable articles, such
as clothing, books, jewellry, cte.

(et busy on' this job at once.
G. HEALY.
H. ATKINSON

’J?hc following ‘marrative, given
by . one of the thousands of ‘miners
wrecked by pneumoconiosis, @ sili-
cosis and other industrial diseases,’
revenls again the callousness, the
brmtality, of ecapitalism, and the
need for a determined and militant

the system. e
ain’ going to say to the Soctalm
Anpeal.

“ 1 was certified ‘on September |,
10th suffering from Pnetmoconiosis
and fit for: moderately heavy work.

¢ Sometime before last Christ-

mas I applied » to - the ~Labour
Exchange to-'go to a Traiming
Centre, with the intention of

learning the trade of a bricklayer.

“On Japuary 6th, 1946, I was
called to the Labour Exchange and
was told to go to Neath for a
'medieal examination. I did wo.
Then,, days and nights followed
with no further development.

“f was not unduly worried at
that time, because we had meetings
of the local unemployed (of which
vou are aware I am ‘ong. of the
oﬂmmls) to keep us from moaning.
We had important péople to address
us. We had D. J. Williams, our
M.P. (Neath) to speak to us. He
spoke on the new industries that
were ~ “coming. Then Tudor
Watking, M.P. (Brecon and Rad-
nor). Fle addressed wuws on the
necessity of new indubtrics, and
said they were coming. Then from
the Pneumoconiosis Research Dept.
at Cardiff we had a visit from
D1, Fletelier, and D, Alice
Stewart, they again speaking to us
of the bright prospects before us in
mlﬂtum to loeal new industriés. -

«We' believed them. They can
talk. After every meeting we felt
clated and coutented, happy in the
belief that something in a big way

TROTSKY
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was going to be done for us.’
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 struggle by the workers against |-

He pausea, giving me a chance
interject with  the question:
‘ But what abodt .your application
te a Praining. C'entre?”
He looked at ne with a strange
smile: on his i de. Then beg.m
speaking -again ;¢

“Oh Yes?

Exchange fo v :
“On Mazxe T alrlved in ‘the
Tmplate Town” for an interview.
‘T felt-happ¥: Perhaps J it was
the feeling: that; 1 was going 1o
have again some:sort of occupation.
“When T ariived: at the Bx-

change where I was going to have
elation vanished

the interview iny
in the smoke of
the town. A
minature inva-
sion  was -in
progress. Khaki-
clad soldiers
sprinkled . with-
Blue-clad ~ air-
.men and civilians
crowded th L
grey  building:
All intent in™
frenzied mannd
to get an inter
view, chalked on

the walls we; L o
the word 8! Gd]}qrﬂde
From Italy to J. JONES.
the dole, L

Y Bomehow i 1 found mysell
laughing. Tt was so devilishly
funny. * T had: though T was the]

only one to be interviewed.

‘ My name gallod 1 followed tho
clerk. TThe - envious faces of the
warriors who fought for the right
to live. starihg at me until 1
vanished from their sight.

‘T .eventually found myself in a
room. confronged by . three officials

of a sort, - Somehow, as they
looked at me I felt lousy,
“'"Phey were courteous enough,

I must say, and they asked me the
following quostlonq

“W In ‘did you choose brick-
laying?’ My answer was ‘It is »n
job with a futurs, and I -believe |
can pick the trade up.’

“Mhe second question was : ‘How
is. youl breath?’ My renlv-
*Good !’

“he third: *Da you helieve you
can go up a- ]addel 70 My answer:
<T got no regson to think I can’t.

“The fourth and the last ques-

game - pllVl]ege‘that . had. heen.‘
_allowed, . my.: 'bréast seemed too:

| *“Prosperity ” boom in

A DAY IN THE LIFE
OF A WORKER 2 s s

tion was: IIOW

Answel ‘ Good !
* My answers to their questlonb

seemed to create alarm and aftor

do you iv'éi‘i’

them who

;]lialtln311 told me: "I‘_hdt will he:
o 1 Vil

“heavy w1th thc moeckery ‘ofiit: ul.l‘
Somehow I felt the !Grey Build-
mgs were again to-be tashionabla,
again. would' be allowed to destroy
and humble my class brothers,
wag doneg so unmereifully
the years before the wat.

“T had no meney, the Iixchanga
not allowing any subsistence fn»
food, so I walked the streets of
the town until it was time for me
tn go to the railway station.

“X had a compartment in the
train all to myself, and with the
vhvilim of the wheels my thoughts
revolved in a tangle of doubt and
fears of What was to anc in tlw
future.

* *What was the meamng of it

durine

a!lf Why the . necessity of a
medical examination? “Why drae
me to Lianelly?- Why!”

I was writing turiously as ho

was speaking.  His voice now was
“hard:

“TLook at my friend. He is on
the Means Mest, They have - re-
duced his unemployment benefit
down to 5/-. They expect him to
keep his mother and partially keep
his fgther on that 5/- because he
cets £2 compensation for his dis-
ﬂbility {Pnenmoconiosis)."

He whispered some words un-
.printable, and ended the narrative.
I left him. to go to a neighbourinz
vilage. Dassing over the level
crossing to the bus stop, I could
hear the locomotives of the adjacent
collieries puffing as they drageed
th(‘ h]]l coal wagons, their whistles
piercing through the darknesss T
wondered how long the comparative
the mining
industey would last? How long
before the clamouring markets of
the world were again filled to the
brim with eoal? How long befores
the workers once again found our
that full employment under capital-
ism is a ghastly illusion? My
determination was strengthencd for
the building of the revolutionary
party’ which would lead our class

ont of this misery and suffering.

SHEFFIELD

Comrades of the R.C.P. made an

impressive array . of  literature
sellers #cross the steps approach-
at a
the Communist

meeting  held by
March 9th, at

Party on Sunday,

which Harry Pollitt was the chief
speaker. _ ;
One hundred and ninety-six

conies of the Socialist Appeal were
sold as well as a quantity of other
material. 1,000 leaflets on  the
Nuremberg Prials were distributed,
We were met with sympathy by
the rank and file of the Communist
and favourable discussions
were hald with several of them,

Mare’ literature was sold -at &

smaller meeting of thu C.P. in the

same Town.

LONDON

Our comrades in the
marched with the demoenstration
held on' Saturday, March 23rd
carvying bundles of the Sobtialist
Appeal, which they seld to the
workers as they made their way
through the streets of  London.
Other comrades met the demon-
stration as it approached the gates
of Hyde Park and made an effec-
tive display of the Soecialist Appeal.
Altogether the workers bought
nearly two hundred copies, reading
with pleasure the article which
gave a militant lead to engineers.

whispering to each other, one ol
may  have heen ' the:

; would be' the 1‘:cilst step towmds thg

EER

AR

Building

BY
Housing is No.

hullabaloo. Despite

shortage of houses.
into effect schemes which,

provi'c'le the most

workers ?

Let us be guite frank, There is
no solution to the housing problem
so long as  we permit private
puilddrs: and manufacturers of
building materials, to control the
materials and machinery necessary
for the building of houses. Not
one step can be made fg-golve the
problem, - to’ put into . #ffect the
claborate. plans and -schemes, un-
less the Labour Gevernment takes
measures - against the capitalists’
interests ; takes over the land, the
conerete, brick and manuf,wrmuw
mdubtlles

- We of the hmldmg trades know
1t can be done: we know. how it
can be done. :

We view with grave concern the
collaboration of .the Government,
big business and the Union officials,
who without+ Lonsultmg the - mnk
and file reach decisions ‘which not
aonly affeet the building worker, but
every member of the working- class.
We will resist all efforts to regi
ment and discipline the building
worker: to intensify .our labour
and reduce our conditions. Such
measures will not preoduce more
howses, they will only produce more
profits for the iwealthy capitalists.

The London Campaign Commit-
tee of the building workers nuts
forward  the f(}llnwnu, demands
which are the only possible steps
if the acute housing shortage is %o

{be alleviated.

" London Committee’s:
Demands

1. 7o alleviate the sufferings of
‘the homeless in London, il hotels,
fats and houses of the vich should
be inunedictely confiscated and dis-
tributed to the homeless workers
apart . from the usnal spaece in
Ivlu(h workers  are compelled to
iy .

2. All building schemes should
be carvied. out by direct labowr.
The chaos and inefficiency, high
proﬁts and costs, largely arise out
of the fact that thousands of small
builders, none of whom ‘are large
enough to employ modern building
machinery and methods, are con-
tracted to carry out building pro-
jeets,: . Direct " Labour by the
Government and -loeal ‘authorities

p(aeket foltuﬁt‘s i
3. Immediate  steps by . the
- Labour Government -for  the
nationalisation of the land and the
building industry without compen-
sation, and with its operation under
workers’ control The largest part
of the costs of -houses today goes in
the form of rent, land taxes,-and
‘direct profits; intn the pockets of
the wealthy land-owners. - Their
cheating and  thieving - directly

1 priority today,
the gpresent

Workers

Demand Action

A BUILDING

WORKER
and there iy much

publicity, -however,

nothing much has been done to alleviate the tremendous
- Why thls inability to plan and put
within a short period, would
essential

accommodation for the

sahotages . the building-of honses.
The  essential  thing for any
national plan is the nationalisation
of the land without compeusation.
If housés are to be produced Ffor
the workers ‘the building: industry
must be taken eut of the hands of

the capitalists and placed under
the control of the. workers—not
under ‘the control of Boards com-

posed of capitalists-and trade union
bureancrats. }

An end to all piece-work
and payment by results. The plang

advanced by the emplovers and
l‘1:adc union . officials  to impose
biece-work upon  the  building
workers . are. reactionary. through
and through. The only harriers to
increaged  production - are  the

capitalists-and their production for
profit. The”  workers -demand
measures against them and not the
working-class,

For Better Welfar

Along with-the above programme
of 1mmodmle steps to be taken by
the Labour Government, the build-
ing workers demand betfor welfare,
such as tea breaks, hot meals on
the job, first class hostel accor-
odation, ete. The recent wage
award, forced out of the om])lmma
by the militant actions of the huild-s
ing workers, does not satisfy our
needs. We dprr_mnd immodiate
steps to secure 3s. an hour for
skilled workers and 2¢. 9d. an houy

for labourors.

_ F‘or the Use of
‘Scientiﬁc Methods

With the  introduection of
scientific  devices, snch as - the
mechanieal. hod, the mechanical
scaffold, the mechanical wheel-
b.auow the single track dumper,
and a host of other devices, the -
burden of the operative would he
lightened and the demand for man-
power minimiged. Great effici-
eney, more houses, better conditions
and_ higher wages would  be. the
result of the planned national use
of such seientific  achievernents.
But this can only be obtained. if
 the-above immediate steps aro taken
by the Labuul Government.

_No H 1§ _Meas_nr?*“ A

Joeal - clecti show cleanlv har
the workers expect and demand a
gennine: wo1k1ng~c1ass DIGELAIIG.
Theyare in ‘wo mood ‘to be eon-
trolled by the same capitalist gang,
no matter what: name they trade
under.  Neither are they plepsued
for half measures, Not promises,
but houses:; not worsened condi-
tions, but bettel conditions, are the
demands of the building workers
and thu working-class as a whole.

BY G.

Strike .ended. on
March 21st. So far as redandancy
was  concerned — the - immediate
canse of the strike-—the workers
won 4 vietory, the employers’ offer
being that .everyone wishing to
resume work, would he absorbed
within three weeks.

A Works Conference was fixed
for Monday 25th March, to discuss
the dispute over picce-work rates,
out of which arose the * go-slow
movement 8 weeks ago.” Whatever
concessions the employers give at
this Conference, will come only as
a result of the militant sfand of
the Humber workers.

The alliance of the Trade Uni(m
leaders and the employers against
the workers has been revealed to
every Coventry worker, By their
efforts to get the Humber men back
to work, and prevent the rest of
the City coming out, the Trade
Union léaders earned the congratn-
lations of the employers.

" Bosses Distribute E.C.'s
Statement

The Humber

The Sunday Times commented on
the unholy alliance by declaring:
Tt is, therefore,. as much in
the interest of the organised]
- unions to rid themseclves of rebel
influence, as it is for the em-
ployers’ organisations. TIndeed, in
the retent Coventry situation a
considerable measure of co-oper-
ation—>both in a positive sense
and by dint of vefraining froin
critical comment—was shown by
both parties.”

The employers made certain that
the statement from the TUnion
B.C.%s, instructing their members
not to participate in the strike, was
well cirealated, They had a large
numhber specially -typed to  dis-
tribute among the workers !

Warkers Disgusted

The policy of the Trade TUnion
leaders has led many warkers to

-

LESSONS OF THE
HUMBER STRIKE

- CURRAN

ency  will be .fought by every
militant who realises the necessity
to remain in the Trade Unions and
fight the class collaborationist
policy of the Teadclshlp

The Role of the C.P.

The Doeily Worker, which almost
entirely - ignored the . Daimler
strike, gave a great deal of pub-
licity to*fhe Flumber strike in its
first stages. Its pseundo-militaney
was. soon exposed, however, when
it- reported the Unien’s ~ leaders’
statement and the failure of the-
General Strike, in the same manner
as the cdpltahst press, without
comment on  the role of ‘these
leaders.

Show Down Will Come

The Humber strikers ave back,
but there is not a militant in
Coventry who does not believe that
_4 general show down with the
Coventry employers- is not -due
within a short period. Already-
the Sheet Metal Workers Union
hag warned Coventry Trade Union-

ists to oprepare for the next
drtqck._ : :
It is possible that for the

micment, the employers will hold 1p
their wage-cutting plans, and con-
centrate on attempts to weaken
shop organisation, the hetter to cut
wages in future, /

At the present time in Coventry,
the role of the ~Stalinists ™ in the
Daimler- Strike, the policy of - the
Trade Tnion leaders, (many of them
Stalinists), and the failure of the
general stoppage, have left behind
conhmon and ’l[)&ﬂl} IIuwo\e],
there is no doubt that the inevit-
able attacks of the employers, will -
create again the necessary bms for
unity of the city in defence of its
standards,

n o preparation, the workers
n‘mat create ‘a militant leadership.
The strnggle inside the Wniong for
a militant policy, must be com-
bined with the removal of all faint-
hearted . stewards in the factories.

declare, in, disgust, their intention
of leaving the unions. This “tend-

and. the election of determined
fu,htms to take the lead,
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. . The British and American Governments are conducting
a subtle propaganda campaign against Russian actions in
Versia. Gingerly, perhaps, but nevertheless, clearly, they
have implied that Russia is using the technique of Hitler;
violation of 'Treaties, aggression, riding rough-shod over
the rights of small nations, interference in another
country’s affairs, ete., ete. ;

Yet, Britain's intervention and support of reaction in
Indonesia and Greece have been condoned; Britain's
brutal suppression and atfacks upon the Indian peopie

" have been slurred over; and Ameriea’s armed intervention
in China and the Phillipines has been presented as quite
in accord with the interests of * democracy and peace.”’

_ T'he sheer hypocerisy of the propaganda onslaught on the
Stalinist bureaucracy is shown by Britain’s record in
Persia in the past. Together with Czarist imperialism,

Britain partitioned off Persia into spheres of influence.| -

It is not the rights of the Persians that the imperialisis
are concerned about, but the position of Persia as a pawn
in the game of power politics.

Persia—A Pawn

Persia oceupies a key position in the Middle Eadst,tind
the world. What Stalin is attempting to gain is first the
strategic position which would place Russia in a dominant
position vis-a-vis Turkey and TIrag, thus threatening.
British interests in the Middle East. It is not for nothing
that Britain and France in 1939-40 were seriously dis-
cussing an attack on Russia through the Middle East
which they believed would render her helpless by knock-
ing out the Caueasian oil-fields. Reference to this was
mmde by the French Generals and in the Nuremberg Trial.

The Stalinist bureaucracy wishes to proteet itself by

gaining control- of a. series of huffers against Angle-|

" American imperialism, and at the same iime to grab the
valuable oil_and economic resources of North Persia, -
The Stalinist bureaucracy wants half Persia fo come
under: its doniination and at the same time to have a
puppet government in the rest:of Persia whi

their own economic positions and
selves against their “ allies ™. :

Imperialists Prepare

MacKenzie King's staiement in the Canadian Parliament
that he hoped no serious person will even suggest the
breaking of diplomatic relations with Russia over the
Atom Bomb spy crisis; Eisenhower’s ¢ynical reference to
the desire of the troops to go home as a barrier to war
in the immediate future; the cancellation of the cruise
of Ameriean battleships in the Mediterranean for fear that
it might be regarded as. provocative; all this indicates
the impotence of the ruling class to achieve a. décisive
settlement at this stage. : .

In these manoeuvres, can be seen the shadow of World
War 111, Knowing that the political economic, and psycho-
logieal conditions are not ripe for an immediate attack
upon- the Soviet Union, Stalin is pressing the imperialists
and attempting to gain eoncessions on all fronts. Anglo-
American imperialism, in the aftermath of the war, is
faced with a revolutionary upheaval in Eurepe and Asig,
with which they could not eope without the aid of Stalin.
The British and American people are war weary and
disillusioned with the war and its results. = Thus,
attack lon the Soviet Union“is postponed; but the
preparations go on. . . . ; : ‘

America and Britain versus the Soviet Union becomes
the basic conflict of the era. In advance they prepare
for a future death struggle. .

After World War I, the vietors quarrelled in exaetl
the same way. Britain and France even waged a war
against each other through the medium of the Turkish-
Greek war, but fear of the masses prevented a direct and
immediate show-down. Because of the decline of
capitalism, the relations between the powers are even more
uneasy than in the epoch 1918-1939. '

The world will pass through-a series of crises and
skirmishes with far more embittered relationships and
bickering between the great powers than after the last
war. 3 L :

The Persian issue is being brought before the United
Nations.From Stalin’s statement and that of Byrnes, it
would appear that a compromise will he reached. - What-
ever agreement is arrived at between the Big Three, one

safeguarding them-

thing is eertain: the interests and needs of -the Persian|

people will receive seant consideration.

The Persian issue is a dress rehearsal. There will be
more such rehearsals. )

The fate of the Soviet Union, as that of world‘ im-
perialism, will be deecided not ‘by Stalin’s power Qalltlcs,
but by the fate of the. proletarian revolutions which are
on the order of the day in Europe and the world.

World Socialism or world chaos—these are the two
alternatives posed before the world proletariat. The
epoch opening up will give the proletariat time te escape
from the insane system of milita_rist—eapitalism before the
final denouement. The ¥ourth International will utilise
this breathihg space to carry its propaganda to the masses.

T

imperialism.

MINDEN — . e 4

The scene is' Minden Railway Station in Gerinany. A
stream of soldiers are making their way back toithe troop
train after having replenished themselves with a hot meal,
at the transit camp. With them they have their haver-
sack rations provided for the rest of the jolirmey, abour

the | .§

We are all seated again waiting
for the train to start, when another
train - pulls in alongside  and the
scene which met our eyes was
appelling, to say the least. Tho
train econsisted of a mumber of box
carriages.  In each were herded
men, women and children. They
lay on top of each other on the
floor—a mass of gkinny human
bodies in tattered rags. In between
the coaches, on the buffer were
several more men and women cling-
ing to whatever hold they could
find. Others were hanging on ta
the rear of the-train and a few
managed to hold on to the outside
of the coach doors.

-*“ Jaws Shrunken,
Shoulders Bent ™

But it was not this alone which
caused the soldiers to stare and
shudder. The faces of those Ger-
mans. were set in. 4  sort of
resigned apathy. The jaws were
shrunken, shoulders bent, the two
most outward signs of huanger.
They looked over at the Nnglish
faces  watching from the other
train, . A few tried to smile, but
how ean a human being smile after
trekking - acress  the whole of
Northern Germany under such eon-
ditions and with a stomach ihat
has not received a - square menl
for months? :

“The Belsen Train™ -

The whole picture as presented
before ug, was such that it is more
than difficult to deseribe on paper,
It is one of-those. things that has

will net be| §

‘another six hours.for some of them.
and sausage rolls are not very appetising hut after several
‘hours on a troop train they are very welcome.

-a few

Cheese sandwiches

"to” be seen. 'The effect “on  the
soldiers watching was onc of a
feeling of sickness. That people
should have to exist in this manner
in this 20th centary, seemed to be
beyond their comprehension, The
expressions of disgust which swept
through the train arei unprintable,
but, So this is -civilization, was
typical, of the milder .comments
One goldier very aptly remavked:
The Belsen Train. !

“A Small Paper Parcel”

Then someone threw a small
paper parcel. A Gefman woman
caught it and opened it. It was
gsandwiches,  Yes!  Someone had
parted with his’ haversack rations,
Angther soldier threw _his over. In
seconds. the feeling swept
through the train. . Nearly 200
rations parted- company - and were
showered on  to  the - (Germans.
Fruit and echocolate” were passoed
to the children. The Germans tried
to smile their thanks; the tears
of: others was their sign of grati-
tude. But German pyes ‘were hot
the only ones which lield -tears.
Many a soldier was biting his lip
to control his emotions.

The Train .Mﬁves On

Soou . the train’ pulled out,
British =~ soldiers and- German
workers. waving : td' .each other.
Maybhe some of ‘those Georman
workers realized that' their  real
enemies Wwere certainly not these
British workerg in j’}1'r1if0mn.. -And
the soldier? Wellltit mneant that

for the mnext six-héurs he wonld
| just have to wait fer his next bite
to eat. Put he was contented at
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- satellites will not forever maintain

‘will collapse these profit-mad rulers

itself to protect their God—DProfit.

rain

We publish below an article written by a Britisly soldier in which he describes an
episode in Germa:h_y. It is of particular impoi't; in view of ‘the callousnéss of the
capitalist class. amd its lackeys in face of thefréd_uction of the rations of the entire
German peaple to Be_lsen St’andards. The British Tommies have a different standard.
Their class solidarity extends across the h.arriers;{ :1-}"f the poisoned propaganda of jingo

the thought of having proved to
himself that he was capable of com-
radeship, of sharing what was his
with other workers, irrespective of
creed or nationality.

Bond_ of S_Olida,rity

The cynies might say: “ bt

‘- what are a few sandwiches to get
sand- |

excited about?” A feow
wichey developéd a hond between
these Germans and British workers.
It is little things like this incident,
leading to bigger demonstrations,
vxilnch scare the DBritish ruling
cLass, %

What the Capitalists Fear

The capitalist press continually ;

screams about fraternisation.  They
splash their front pages with filth
and slime about -British soldiers.
and German women. The jingo
‘writers of the eapitalist press who
call themselves journalists, use the

name of the “ Fraulein ™ in order

to hide any real fraternisation and
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CHINESE TROTSKYISM

STILL

We learn from our Ameriean
brother  party, the Socialist
Workers Party, that: the Com-
wmunist League of China, Chinese
section of the Fourth International,
has now answered in the roll. call
of Trotskyist organisations which
have survived the war.

The Militant reports :

“Cut off from all contacts
abroad for the past four years,
isolated by battlefronts and cen-
sorship, our Chinese comrades
have maintained .their organis-
ation, according tfo brief word
received from them last week.

In a letter from “Shanghai
dated January 12, they proudly
tell us.: ¥ WH STILL BXIST
DHSPITE ALL LOSSES’

EAISTS:

~ The nature of the losses—the

deaths of comrades under Japan-

ese occupdtion—is indicated by
the report that Comrade Chen

Chi-chang, a member  of the

Central  Committee and a

veteran Trotskyist * died at the

hands of the Japanese gendarmes
three years ago.”

Thus the Chinese scction of
the Fourth International felt
the bloody hands of Japancse im-
perialist persccution just as its
sister parties in Burope experi-
enced, the bestial killings of the

. Nazig.” :

The British Party sends greet-
ings .to our courageous - Chinese
comrades, who have fought not only
against the Japanese tertor, the
terror of the Kuomintang, not fo
speak of the campaigns of slander
and betrayal Ly the .Chinesc

NDIAN

confuse the. issne. Sinee when
have the representatives of
British imperialism been concerned
about the morals of their troops
abroad? To anyone - experienced
with their poliey abroad on this
matter, such a .suggestion is
farcical. No! If it was fjust a
cage of Tommy and Frauléin, they
would sigh with relief and keep
guiet. It is mass frateraisation
and mutual understanding betwecn
British  soldiers and = German
worker. families that these people
fear. Such. action® is always
dreaded by them hecanse of its
CONSeqUEnCes, : -

The scene of the sandwiches is
only one ineident; . there will- be
many motre and they will grow in
magnitude, not only  befween
Inglish and German workers, but
among toilers of all nations. The
guardians of Wall Street and the
City of London and their European |

the barriers of hate among the
nations’ workers: those barriers
will be torn down and -with themn

of the earth who threaten mankind

Sir,

“ Comrade” Stalin’s Moscow
broadcast ~of 9th February '46,
casts a new light on the second
word war for he stated that it
“assumed, from the beginning,
the chakacter of an anti-faseist
war. A war of liberation.”

period from Oectober 1939 until
June 1941, during which the

gtalinist  press  issuned  state-
ments quite opposite to the
above?

For instance, if we refer to
the Manifesto of the E.C. of the
Comintern dated 6th November
1039 we are tgpld not to believe
“ those who are calling upon you
to support the war under the
false pretext of the defence of
democracy. What right to speak
of democracy have those who
oppress India, Indo-China, the
Arab countries, who keep half
the woirld in chains of colonial
slavery?. . . . It is not for' the

freedom of nations thap they are

Can it be that he forgets the

The following letter was printed 'il_{ part by the “ Town- Crier”,

Birmingham Labour Party paper, on February '2-8i~d, 1946.. The same
letter was sent to the * Socialist Appeal ” which we publish below :

fighting, but for their enslave-
ment! Not for the salvation of
democracy from fascism, but for
the triumph of weaction! Not
for a stable peace but for new
imperialist conguests. . . . and
much more to the same effect:
At the same time Dimitrov,
Secretary of the E.C.€1, assured

NAZI Now
Serves British

Aftonbladet, Stockholm news-
paper, recently reported = from
Germany that Walther Sclicllen-
berg, former chiet of Nazi Ger-
many’s intelligence divigion and
top aide to Timmler, has been
assigned by the British oceupation
authorities ‘to organize a ‘“non
Communist front” in the British
zone. 2

is that “In its character and
essence, the present war is, oh
the part of both warring sides,
an imperialist war an unjust
war, despite the fraudulent
slogans being employed by the
ruling classes in their endeav-
nur to hide their real aims. . .."”
and further, he wrote that the
British and French ruling
clasges “have altered the means
and slogans of ideological - de-
ception in accordance with the
-situation of today. Speculating
on the anti-fascist sentiments of

the masses, they put forward the |

slogan of anti-fascist war . . .
false and hypocritical are the
declarations about the demo-
cratic’ anti-faseist character of
the war.”

. Tn the face of such documents
as these, are we to agsume that
Stalin's yes-men misjudged the
motives ofl the impeérialists, or,
ig it. rather that once again this
lying hangman of the Russian
revolution is cynically attempt-
ing to re-write Thistory to suit

aupon if a bad scason intervenes.

| under imperialist rule i8 expressed

‘of the grain producing land has

AND ITS

satisty ~ none ‘bul . the mos

apologists.

85% of the Indian population are
engaged in agricultare on some of
the most fertile lands in the world.
In any rational gystem, such a
country would produce not only
sufficient food from year to year,
but would have a stock to full back

The truth of the matter is that the
Indian famine is‘not an accident;
it is the ever-recurring product of |
the economic and social system
established in the course of a
hundred and fifty years of British
rale.

Decline in Crop Yield
The ruination of ITndian econofny

most conclusively in the decline in
agrieultural  produetivity. The

is becoming less and less, as seenm
from the following figures: - ]

s . .

yield of the different crops per acre |.

FAMINI
CAUSES

Stalinists..

By Ajit Roy
Tor two whole vears, the Indian Government has heen
deceiving the Indian people and the world by assurances
that the food situation is well in hand.
iy being laid at thé door of natural accidents and the
failure of the _-1i1nnsoon rains,

Now, everything

But this explanation will.
t hardened of huperialist

which result therefrom. In case it
ig thonght that conditions have im-
proved since the days of Marx, let
us- quote the opinion of a dis-
tinguished engineer, * S&r  Willicm
Willcoeks, who recently made an
investigation - into conditions in

Bengal : oy
“ He has discovered that thein-
numerable small - destructive

rivers of the delta region, con-
stantly changing their course.
were originally canals which.
under  British = regime, were
allowed to escape from their
- channels and run wild. . Form-
erly these canalg distributed the
flood waters of the Ganges and
provided for proper drainage of
ithe land, undoubtedly account-
ing for that prosperity of Bongal
which lured the rapacious Iast

early days of the 18th Century.
Not only was: nothing done to

+ utilise and:improve the original

canal system  but railway em-.

per Acre._ in Béngal

Winter
b Wheat Riee
1906-7 801 1,234
1911-12 861 - 983
1916-17 698 1,036
1921-22 . 688 1,029
1926-2% 21 1,022
Decrease in 20 Years
80 212

Side by side with the decline in
the rate of production, the avea

also declined.
the . cultivable land" was lying
fallow. In every provinee there
are huge areas of once fertile land,
which have since been reduced to
dereliet wilderness by the indiffer-
ence of the imperialist administra-
tion to the needs of the masses, and
especially of irrigation. - ;
'In_ -India, where dry farming is
carried ‘out on an extensive seale,
irrigation is of greater importance
than. anywhere else. Commenting
on this aspect of British rule;
Marx wrote as early as 1853 :

“There have been in Asia,
generally from immemorial times,
but three departments of govern-
ment: that of Finance, or the
plunder of the interior, that of
\Vqr, or the plunder of the ex-
 terior, and finally the Depart-
ment of Public Works., The
British in India accepted from
their predecessors the- depart-
ments of finance and war, hut
they have neglected entirely that
of  Public Works. Hence the
deterioration of agriculture. . . .”

In 1936, 359 of

Cruel Indifference

indifference of im-
anything but the

The cruel
perialism to

extortion of ever-increasing -loot
and profit from the blood and toil
of the Indian masses is the root
cause of the catastrophic decline in
famines

Indian agricuture and

RE
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Dankments ~ ‘were . thrown.  up,
entirely ‘destroying it Some
areas cut off from the supply of
the loam-bearing Ganges waters
have gradually beécome sterile
and non-productive; others im-
properly drained, show an ad-
vanced degree of water-logging.
Nor has any attempt been made
to construct proper embankments
~ for the Ganges in its low coulge
to prevent the enormous erosion
by which villages and groves and
cultivated fields are swallowed
up each year. Sir William Will-
cocks severely critieises the
modern ' administraters and
officials who, with every oppor-
tunity to call in expert technieal
assistance have® hitherto done
noething to vemedy - this dis-
astrous situation  growing worsc
from decade to decade.”-
TEmerson, (Voiceless millions). .

Not Sufficient Profit

In 1940-41, the total area of
cultivated land was 259.2 million
acres. Of this, only 55.8 millions,,
ie, only 21% had the benefit of
irrigation. The reason being that
imperialism . would not undertake
any expenditure which would not
vield sufficient profits, The official
view is that no irrigation scheme
can be sanctioned if there are any
serious doubts  regarding: the
“returns to be derived ” from the
work. The ruling class of Britain
is capable of undertaking breath-
taking ehgineering projects when
their  interests are  involved.
During the war they built * the
Tiedo Road from .India to China,.
a marvel of engineering construc-
tion, in order to defend their loot
from their Japanse rivals. DBut
when it is a simple question of
carrying on public 'Works which
would help to feed the people, the.
task becomes insuperable!

There will never be an end of

famines in Imdia until the Indian -

neaple rise. against the imperialist
regime, and establish a Workers
and Farmers Gevernment,
will defend the interests of the
masses.

AD

of voicing their views,
of bringing the -urgency
re the British public_.

Road, W.C.1.
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GREE@E Labo 1g8
upports Reaction

(Continued from page 1.) :

I5.A M. declared that under such
conditions an election would bhe a
farce. 1t put five denmands, saying
that if they were not fulfilled they
would absgtain from the elecetion :

(1Y  FFormation before the. elec-
tion of a bkroad-bused democratic
Government with IK.A M. particina-
tion. .

(2)  Dissolution of X “=the
vight-wing terrorist organisution.

{3} General amnesty  for all
members of thie Resistunce move-
ment. : 2

{4)  Revision of clectoral lists.

(5)  Elimination of all colla-

borators from the Ariny and police.

Sinee ‘ther it has retreated and
dropped points (1) and {5), while
point (2) has already oflicially been
coneeded,, But two eruical (]umanda
still remuin uniulﬁ]]od and it is
abstaining.

Ahbstention from the clection by
“the -majer part of thie population
can only <mnedn  that the 'sohlti(m
will be: found outside the flegal @
rhannals, (‘1\11 wab is on the ovder
of the day. ;

British Entervention

"he responsibility Tor this situa-
Lion  lies mainly on DBritish im-
perialism.  In December, 1944, the
Coalition Government organised sn
intervention for the forcible sup-
pression of the Greek workers and
peasants and reinstated the ruling

classes in power. The reasons
were, firstly, that British im-
perialism .and its Labour agents

defend capitalism in any part of
the world where it is threatened
by the working-class ; and secoadly,
Leeause it _has a special interest in
Greece as a bastion againgt'Russia
in South-Blastern Furope and the
Mediterranean.

The British Government dictates
to the Greek Government, not only
through = the - troops and  police

mission. which it keeps there, but
also through economic blackmail.
Recently Bovin announced a £10
million loan to Greece, and  the
annulment of her £46 million war
debt to Britain. 1n the  DParlia-
mentary debate, the Government

had the support of the "Pories, and
Harold  Maemillan  (of Darlun
fame) cynically explained its rvenl
purpose ¢ * Unless \there was con-
fideree in the drachma all Britain's
afforts in thut country would be in
vain, Members should not - take
away one of the greatest weapons
that our representatives could have
{gic) Dby continually imputing ill
motives to the Government and so

dostroving econfidermce.” (11 ‘4{))
Tn the same debate MeNeil, the
Woritgn . Under-Secretary, had the
warm support of Beverly Baxter:
I understand that there was

n sort of boys’ brigade on the
Socialist  side, T3 strong. who
were  going  to demonstrae
today. ... . We hope they will
not  embarrass ~the  Under-
Seeretary unduly.”

The Labour Goyernment con-

tinues. Churchill’s poliey with® the
ardent support of Charehill’s men.
They hear responsibility for ihc‘

ongress of
French Trotskyists

‘which swept the Labour Goveru-

Paris—Meeting amidst the
mounting economic crisis
in the country, the Parti
Communiste International-
iste, French Section cf the
Fourth International, held
its first national Congress
here this week since the
* Jiberation ", and ~adopted
important decisions bearing
on the Party’s activity in
the coming period.

The Congress, at which 74
delegates representmg‘ growing
old branches and many new ones
throughout all France, revealed
that the Party had already more
than doubled its membership
gince its last national gathering
held illegal;y under Nazi occu-
pation in 1944.  But the dele-
gates anammously considered
that this progress was. not nearly
in lins.with the great possibili-
ties for development of a mass
party which the P.C.IL. faces.

After thoroughgomg digonis-

ion, in sessions lasting five ‘days’

from February 2nd -to the 6th,
the = frank self-eriticism . of
feaders aad rank- and -file alike,
resulted in decisions which. are
universally felt to mark a his<
toric miléstene in the progress
of the Party,

Main Polltlc;al Rastblutmn

The main political resolution
adopted by the Congress charac-
terises the situation in France
on the bas1s of the chronic
economic crisis and instability of
the regime recently revealed by
the departure of De Gav!le as
objectlvely revolutionary”. It
points out that the characteris:
atlon holds {rue in a rmore
.general gsenge for the world sitn-
ation as & whole, as evidenced
by the great insurrections of the

Indonesians, the Indo-Chinese,
and the “colonial peoples as a
whole, as well as the  great

waves of strikes in the U.S.A.
and the spirit’ of revolt in the
armies of American imperialism

tive, the

ment into office.

On the basis of this perspec-
resolution calls for a
vigorous application of the
Transitional Programme of the
Fourth International, utilising
the slogans as the means of
pos.ng hefore the working class
the goal of state power. In this,
the P.C.IL s putting forward its

centrel transitional * slogan .
‘FOR . A  SOCIALIST - COM-
MUNIST - TRADE UNION
GOVERN MENT."
Organisational
Tightening.. Up
The Gongres:wj-~ .nde{foﬁéd “two

days of its work to organisation

and opractical questions. It
adopted ‘algost ainanimously,
drastic .. measures. toward =

greater centralisation of party
activity in all - fields, with
greatest attention'to its press
and finances. Tt is in- the field
of organisation, the discussion
revealed,  that the weakness of
the Party lay. It was due to
this; that greater progress was

{elt.

1 workers

no: accomplished, the delegates,

coming tragedy in Greece. If It
were not for their intervention Lhe
(ireck workoers and peasants would
long ago have settled with reaction.

Treachercus Role of

Stalinism
The Stalinists, and 1AM,
which- is dominated by them, are
abstaining from the clection Do

cause of pressure from the Greek

workers. - Abstention  from the
cleetion, if serigusly meant by a
majerity party. mnust  mean  pre-

paration for insurrection and ejvil
war. But neither B.AM. nor the
Stalinists are mobilising the masses
for 'such an event. Instead of
preparing for a decisive battle to
overthrow eapitalism, they are re-
treating and’ compromising, and.
abandoning their demands.

The Observer  (24.3.4G) reports
that * the Communists say that
they would be 1}1011,11(\(1 to go to
any 1011;.!:1'115 to bring about a com-
promise. Zukharviades, Communist
leader . . . told me that the Com-
mupnists were prepared to drop their]
demard for fhe pargings of the
army . and the police of those
officers avd men whom the Left has
hitherto as-cused of tarning thes:e
forces into instruments of reaction.”

They are preparing a  sell-out
‘ike their sell-out of January 1945,
which opened. the way for the pre-
sent reactionary terror.

Only under the:leadership of a
révolutionary .party, prepared to
face the coming clash with uan un-
compromising revolutionary social-
ist programme, <¢an the. Greek
avoid g, second defeat.
Trotskyists are  the
revolutionary |

The . Greek
only consistent.

K

tendency.

ovt

Ha.nds Oﬂ Greece

Many Labour people who de-
"mm(led an end to intervention in
Litreces in 1944, are bavmg today
' that the Britisli must stay in order
ft‘u énsure an orderly election, and
ini if necessary . the clection must
i be postponed until “uomml con-
i ditions prev ail.: :

"Phis is only ‘a sophisticated ex-
cuse for ‘contifging the old im-
perialist peliey.’ Far _from things
having improved ‘they have got
worse while British intervention
haw remained, despite the faet that
a  Labour Gove rnment  came  to
power.  There 'is no  reason to
think . that in two months they
would be any - better. A - show-
down is incvitable : the only ques-
tion « is, will tlie workers or the
reaction win?  Continued British
1111(\1\9111‘1011 can . enly favour the
Iatter.

The Greek workers
British to quit Greece, At a Trade
T'nion domomtlat‘mn of 90,604
workers, “a British delegate, Mr.
(3. T1. Bagnall, who told the crowd
that we in Iingland had carried out
silent revolution, was se coldly
received that he refused to continue
his speech.  He was interrupted by
shonts  of  “We want our inde-
pendence ' and ‘ Down with British
intervention . (Daily Pelegraplh,
11.8.46.) T !

That must: be ‘the ¢ry of  the
Iritish  Labour  Movement.  An
end to all 1mp(\1mhsf intervention !.
Support the workers, not the re-
actionaries, ‘and the. Greck workers
will soon settle awith their enemies
themselves, 'Phig support must not
he given by violating the indevend-

want  the

ence of other countries but by
sotting an C\Ampk of ~ Noecfdlisin
here.

Stalin NOT

NUREMBERG :

Trotsky Made

Deal with Httler 182

The Nurembel g Tr ial is not
going as smoothly for the
plans of the Imperialists and
the Soviet bureaucracy as
they had hoped. Goeéring,
who knows he is doomed, has
ishown® that Anglo-American
1mperiahsm is as responsible
ifor the war as the Nazis,
Now the defence evidence
presented on behalf of Hess
|11as resulted in the obvious
discomforture of the Soviet
bureaucracy.

|

Apparently fearing that owing to
the objections of the Soviet, pro-
secitor this evidence would ' be
ruled out, Hesys's Counsel sprang it
unexpectedly on the court.

The Daily Barpress reports it
follws 1

€

as

Seidl dropped into the courc
his international bombshell of
P seceret treaty ’ between Gerawany
and Russia gighed by Ribbontrop
in Moseow nine days before Ger-
many attacked Poland -in 1939,
It was in the form of un afli-
davit by Dr. Friedrich Gauwa.
head -of the German.
Office legal department, who w
present - oat negotiations
Moscow.

Seidl had onl\ Degun to speak
about “it—eclaiming that Russin
and Germany had agreed on the
division . of Poland bhefore the
outbreak of  the war—when
General Rudenko, . chief Soviat
Prosecutor, went »-sp]ut‘rcxin;z to
the microphone and protested.”
Whether . there was a  signed
agreement or not is iminaterial.

Stalin made a pact with ITitler—-

the  Stalin-Hitler . Pact—and | with

as

in

this pact as A basis,

proceeded: 1o

occup Yy the Baltic States and hail

Poland. The pact was the go
signal for Germany’'s war on

Poland. This throws more light on
the .Moscow Trials. It was not
Trotsky who made secret agree-
ments, signed or otherwise, with
Hitler—it was Stalin. It was not
Trotsky  who facilitated - Nazi
aggression, and thus prepared the
way for the attack on the Seviet
Union—it was Stalin.

No wonder the- Russian Prose-
cutor is worried: He has been
haragsed: by the Trotskyists to

produoce the evidence of ‘relations
with Hitler: and instead cvidence
is produced of Stalin’s relations
with TITitler!

The E.rm-e.s-.v_‘()‘[un"h 26th) com-

ments @ -

“Most  of this afternoon
General Rudenko was on  the
phone  to Moscow secking  in-
structions, and is' expected to

lodge an o'inc\('tmn against tha

afﬁd(n it as having nofhmu to do

with the Hess easc.’

Asg the trial proceeds from day
to day, the.criminal activities of
Stalin in the Moscow Trials  be-
colmes more and more apparent.
The detailed cross-pxamination of
(loering has révealed the amazing
amount of detailed . incriminating
material which is in the hands .of
-the Prosecution, showing the  pre-
paration of the Nazis for war. But
detailed cross-exAmination has once
again demonstrated not the slight-
est connection between the Nazis
and the Trotskyists inside or out-
side the Soviet U'nion. They dare
not eyen hint at it for fear of the
collapse of the so-called ‘evidence
of the frame-up conspiracy. of the
Moscow Trials.  No doetiments, no
aeeusations, no charges. not even a
suggestion of conunectiow between
Trotsky and the Nazis.

They eannot do so beeause t]lm. o

pariicipant in these events.

Indian Navy. — Editor.

()11 March
strike. broke
apprentice engineers of the
Mechanical. Training- Istah:
lishment of the Ro‘, al 111(1123,11
Nayy in Bombav .

- 'The M. T 1. was formed in l‘}.}h
]unuy inte ‘the establishment was
on an extremely selective Dbasis:
applications were not even con-
sidered unless’ the boys  had
matriculatéd.  The training course
was to last 4% years, the startine
wage  being Rs20 a month rising

2nd 1942, 'a
out. of 124

eventually to RsG0. The trainine
was  extremely  strenuous and
throughout - the course rigid

discipline -was 1m]m%(‘d and main-
tained.

The practical measures taken
are intended to surmount this
defect and to introduce Bolshe-
vik efficiency. into the wheole
work: of the Party, with ein-
phasis on its c¢omplete legalis-
ation in the comihg period. The
Party had only partly regained
its legal status. its central organ
Lo Verite still lacking legal
authorisation.

The Congress decided {o vigor-
ously transform its methods of
wark, which still show. vestizes
of the cumbearsome procedurs
of the illegal days, and ‘under-
tack a ful-fledged public cam-
paign  for legalisation ageinst
ths capitalist clasg and Stalinists
who have sought to prevent it,

the ~war and the oceugafion and
calling for redoubled effortz in
the building of the a.rtv as the
best megns of avenging them
the Congress adjourned wtih an

recently, and by the continuing ingpiring T'Gn(%:tion_ of H“P
left swing of the Briiish masses “Internationale _
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The Diseipline

.

*

rofup beds ™ was
From 6 to 7 there was
ja pal'udc ~for barrack <1mni::vr
fter a- break for~ “ hreakfast”
they were-marched to the factory
about & mile and a  half awav.
where  they . worked wuntil 12.45:
then in the hot Indian mid-day sun
they were, murnhed “back to bar-
racks for “lumch”. At 210 p.n.
they. wele mulkod Dack
-and at 4.80 returnéd to barracks.
Three nights a week - they -were
allowed ‘liberty.. 'Those remain-
ing in the barracks had to attend
compulsory night classes consist-
ing of 2 lours 2 nights a week.
After studies there was a  dutv
wateh at 8 p.m, Once a month
class  examinations were  held:
failure to pass these examinations
was  punished by confinement 1o
barracks and intensified study for
a variable perind, depending upon
the condition of the oflicer’s liver.
Overy six months the apprentices

The order
15,30 aam,

had to sit a passing out examin-
ation. ~ Failure  to  poss  was
punished ivith 30 u.’ru,'\ (LB and

No. 11 pumsh went for 5 to T days.

N

No. 11 punishmenut ig pack drill
with a 75 Ih. weight carried on the
back at the double for an hour.
This punishment was often aggra-
vated by the officer in charge com-
pelling the lads to carry their rifles
in extended arms above their heads.
One minute’s rest being allowed in
overy ten. When the boys fell
exhausted they were forced
to rise onee more and contivne this
inhuman punishment.

No. 11 punishment was  also
qiven {o the apprentices if, having
@ headuche and feeling sick they
visted the M.0. and were passed by
him s fit. In one case a lad with
i bad headache and a fever went
to the M.O. Mo was passed as fit,

0. 11 Punishment

and returned to. duties. He was
thereupon given No. 11 pumsh_—
‘ment for 3 days. His ‘“liberty”

was stopped for this period and
one hour's extra duty was imposed.
As n result of this harsh-treatment
boys reported sick the following
morning to show their S gpirit ol
solidarity. BOQ of these received the
same punishment. for malingering ;
the 1melmdm
duties. being i

" Wage-Cut Angers Lads

T3 Feb. 1042 it was rumonred
that there was to be .a general all

round increase ino pay. On pay

BITI

“ MUTINY
| 'stgnatlers

Hin

to work-

were  freed .from]|. |

It was not pogsﬂhle to. publish it at the time for censorship reasons.
recent movement aniong the lndlan balinrs, 1t Lﬁll‘lb added interest as a l'evelatmn of the conditions and mood in the

Fay, March 2nd, tho lads filed ap
to. collect their pay. After signing
on, and 19(‘01\’111;:» it, they ({1%‘
coverad that they wvelﬂsQ short,
and instead of the “aNdcipated rise,
their pay had been -euf.: The dis-
satisfaction at th;s move turned. to

anger “when i arm; thiak: ‘the |
s Ha T :

pay
month; |
signallers was Ol'lhu 6 months and
the qualifications %fer.  admission
were far lower thah for’the M.T.I.

‘Deliberate Provoeations

That evening 4t 6 p.ls after a
hard day’s: work,;;-the boys were
instructed througli‘the mierdphone,
to report for boat.drill. = This duty
had only been instituted -during
the off duty hoursy: Ihdignation at
the inroads made on their pay and
their leisure was aggra\fatu{ by the
feeling . among ~the - lads ‘that the
boat. drill was unnecessary for the
mere senior apprentices who had
completed this training years pre-
viously.

Spuntanemis. Protest
r i -
There was. a spontaneous refusal
to parade; and ;at 8 that night
when thHey were instructed to re-
port for Duty Wateh they still
refused to parade. Later that
evening those apprentices who were
out on “liberty.” returned, and,
after considerable discussion they
decided -to strike work until their
grievances ‘regarding pay and con-
ditions were rvighted.

'l"hn following morning when “ip
beds ™ sounded, :no. one. stirred.
“Out pines” was ordered. ” 8411 no
one stivred: and at 6 o'clock the
order to “t.ﬂI in: downst.‘uu " owas
not heeded.

The failure of thc hoys to parade
for work brought” the W.0. to
their quarters. The lads were still
in bed and {’he disciplinarian  was
2 oeted with “ Go away, T waut to
sleep ” ete., from every cot.

At 10. 15 a.m. the Lieutenant-
Commander sent for the 4 senior
apprentices to dp])em before the
Depot. Captain.  He advised them
to go back to work, but the bhoys
1cmfunpd firm .and decided to con-
tinme the strike.

At 4.30 p.m. tle officer in charge
announced t]nongh ‘the microphone
that the Commodoré had come to
see them. Still the boys did 'not
move.

Again the voice came iusistently
1h]011ﬂ11 the mlkc The Commodore
fies come to see yow, fall in doiewn-
stairs.  After a short counsultation
the Iads paraded bofore the Com-
medore, who inforied them that
unless they immediately resumed
their duties, he would regard their
action as “mutiny in wartime”
Fre stated also (that he was pre-
pared to considér theit grievanees
on the following day.
this wvirtual threat of ‘death, the
applon'hr'ef; stood firm and after
returning to their -quarters decided
ance more to stand their ground

1

until’ their, grievances had been
Jlgilted :

Lands Stand Firm
Shortlv :1ft.(%l'.. this, the officers

attempted to split the ranks of the
workers by - announcing that:
“Divect Mniry, Artificers’ - {war-
time - dilntees: 01' the M.T.H.) who
compriged. somef20 to: 30 of thn

lads ®ould “takd  their ¢ liberty .

T
1 tinued on their: wa\' fallin;

In spite of |-

ix he evidenese,

1942-—-—By a Parttapant

The i‘@ll@mng is a desu'lptmn of a mutmy which fosk place in the lndlzm Navy in 1942 and was written by a

The boys understood. this  man-
oeuvre 1mmednreh and thumpon
decided, to all take “liberty V. 2 ovr
3 of them taking the lcad, in-
spected the lads and marched them
aut of the barracks. At the. gate
a sentry. aitemped to blo“ his
Swhistlest !
Temoved L.

0
‘the Gateway of Tndia, and atrang-
ing to meet at the kame p!ace at
12 miidnight.

On _ atrviving biick at tnpu har-
racks there were about 100 police
on the other side of the gate. The
lads carried on in an ‘orderly
fashion and went to bed.

Lads Beaten “lth
Hockey Sticks
At 8 the following nioming, bih

Mareh,® the Barracks were sur-
rounded by about 600 soldiers of

the Royal Berkshire Regiment. 50
of these soldiers cntered - the
apprenticos quarters, armed with
hockey  sticks “#ind .clubs. - The
nearest boys to tliem as thev eu-
tered received & beating-up - and
they were all” taken under heavy
escort by military transport to a
detention: camp. 'l‘hoy were now

Maced in a building in the camp
and warned that-if they attempted
to escape they would be hayoneted.

The  boys who had® been thrown
off their gnard by their violent and
sudden arvest, were now so relieved
to find themselves alive that thev
started to sing,-and on hearing the
noige the soldiers started to make

enguiries from them as to why

they were there.,

British Soldiers Fraternise
The lads explained to - their

guards the reaszon for their strike
and the ferrible conditions under
which they were living. - The
British soldiers reacted to the in-
formation in a true class fashion.
They  had been duped by .their
officers into believing that' the
Indian Tads had physically attacked
their offieers, and when they learnt
the true facts, and the magnificent
fight that the.boys had put up for
their rights they treated them as
class brothers, not as prisoncrs.
Kvery day during their 25 days
awaiting  trial  their guard was
changed.- Ifach day soldicrs from
a different regiment composed the
guard. And cevery: day they ex-
plained their position and why
they were there. They received
inmnediate sympathy both frem the
British and the Indian soldiers
who played games with them and
even instifuted a system of parole
for the. lads. ‘This fraternjsation
took place in spite of the fact that
to spealk to the prisoners wag pun-
ishable bx imprisonment

Parents, Deceived .

When the pavents enquired from
the anthorities about their sons.
they were just told the boys wore
all right. "They were given no in-
formation. Nothing appeared in
the Bombay papers. During this
period the W.(J. visited the Deo-
tention Camp daily t.ﬂ(mg a roll
call. During  these visits he
attempted to break down the morale
of the lads by horvible thrects of
wears and pears of dmprisonment,
unless the rmqi’ea(?mv were. named.
The boys were kept in prison foi

ong w hols mnufh without. o L]mnfm

In view of the

of cli)thes, a wash or o shave.
One or more: of the weaker lads
suecumbed .in . the end to. these
threats  and gave the names of 3
as  having led . the strike. In
actual faLt thére had besii  no
11ngleidom, .an

S

© After the 25 days were over,-the
120 - apprentices . were _—.court-
martialied and dismissed from the
Navy., - All of them ‘received .3
months rigorous . imprisonment
with the exception of the 3 named
-as ringleaders.  Out of these one
received 15 months and the other
two 12 months  rigorous-:
prisonment and were segregated.

The W.(). was transferred from
this Depot and shortly after the
prison sentence had been served,
_several of the lads were approached
to rejoin the Navy ang  promised
Rs1(5 per month as -against- the
Rs35 per month they had prev. 1011%!31
been paid.

Pismissed From Navy
. Improved: Conditions.

paid

Three of the lads have a
tremendous price for the | better
conditions now pertaining. +All of

[ them have learnt a lesson of elass
warfare, far more valuable than
the improved conditions. "They
have learnt and applied the fuuda-
mental lessons of class stiuggle

imposed dizcipline.. They have ex-
perienced the fraternal solidarify
of the British soldiers and the need
to make the justice of their cause
known - to the British worker
soldier who hasg shown that nis
class instinet s stronger than
military. diseipline. i

The Boembay mutiny wax g mile-
stone in the history of the Indian
Revolution.

LONDON — MARXIST DAY
SCHOOL.—Recognising the vital
need for the education of the
Party membership and sym-
pathisers, the London District
Committee has decided to or-
ganise a series of Markist Day
Schools. on the basic principles
of Marxism.

b

The first class wiil be held at
the Party Headquarters on
Sunday, April 4th, on Marxist
philosophy covering- the History
of European Philosophy - (Ajit
Roy), Dialectical Materialism
(P. Dixon), and *“Burnham’s
assault on Marxism” - (Ted
Grant), '

Arrangements have been made
to provide both lunch and tea
for comrades whoe need them,
and the charge for attending the
three lectures will be 1s. For
single lectures 6d.

Interested comrades are urged
to. write. for a folder giving
details to: The, - Secretary,
London District Committee, 256,

d-vall the lads lml'

: -antl‘: :

im-

Solidarity ~and  united  action
against oppression, They have
learnt the strength of self-

Revolutionary
Communist
Programme

of
Bank of Hngland, the Big Five

1. Nationalisation, the
Banks and land, -the mines,
transport and all big industry
without compensation; and the
operation of these enterprises
under the control of workezs
committees,

2.  Confiscation of all
profits; all company books to be
open to inspection by trade

to counter the financial 'and
economic sabotage of Big Busi-
ness,

3.- Distribution

elected from the co-ops, distri-
butlve trades, factories, hous:-
wives and s_mall s-hop-'keepers.

4, The control-and ‘allocation
of exigting housing space in the
hands of tenants’ cotmittees; a
state flnancial national house-
building’ plan directed by the
building trades - unions and
tenants commitiees

with a guarantéced minimum and
full maintenanée for the unem-
ployed; turnover of Goverament
and other war plants to the pro-
duction of consumers’ goods; a
sliding scale of hours to absorb
the unemployed without  wage
reductions.

6. Abolition -of the Monarchy
and the House of Lords; full

18 years; and full political rights
for men " and women in the
forces; the immediate reneal of

labour la.ws

tion of oﬂicers from the’ ranks,
8. Abolish ‘conscription; for

army. and its substitution by a
workers' militia organised under
control of workers' committees;
for the establishment of military

the expense of the State for the
training of worker officers,

9. Unconditional defence of
the Soviet Union against all
Imperialist powers; full economic
co-pperation, eredit grants and

of Soviet economy.

10, Full and immediate free-
dom for India and the other
colonies to choose their -own
form of government; the imme-
diate withdrawal of British
troops from all colonial
countries. i E

11.  Against sceret
and a peace of
plunder:; against
anti-semitism, Vansittartism - and
the colour bar; for the withdrawal
of British troops from Hurope and
Asgia and for a peace based upon

diplomacy
vengeance “and
race  hatred——

the  self-determination  of sthe
peoples of Furope, Asin and the
World. ; .

12, ‘l‘i‘ull suppoit and active co-
operation  with the * Furopesn
workers for .the -overthrow of
capitalism and the establishment

of the United Socialist States of
Burope: unity with the workers
and exploited masses of 2l linds
in the struggle for World Socialism.
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under the control of committees:

5 A rising scale of wages to.
meet the increased cost of living’

unions and workers' committess’

ol food,
clothes, fuel and other con-~
sumers’ pgoods-in short supply

electoral rights from the age s

the T1 ade Disputes Act and al 1.
other strilte breaking and: ami:

caste imm st
‘the armed forces, for the elec

the disgolution.of ‘the standing .

schools by the Trade Unions at -

other aid for the reconstruection- -
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