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Qo Slow' movement.

. -ers -would. be met.

BY N PENTLAND

_The dominant combine in the Gas industry, the Gas Light g
and Coke Co., Ltd,, has increased its met revenue from £1,806,000
in 1939 to £4,352,000 in 1945; the wages of the gas workers have

remained the same: the hlghest
yard men £4 5s. 7d.
The British Gas Employers’

paid receives £5 5s. 3d. and the

Federation, which controls two-

thirds of the British undertakings, expelled three gas undertakings
in Coventry, Tipton, and Leigh, for paying better wages to workers
than those in the agreement !These few facts demonstrate beyond

question ‘that the gas - workers

; combine.,

After months of patient negotiating
for an. increase in their night shift
rates, 1,000 London gas workers came
out. .on strlke The strike itself was
caused by the Beckton Road manage-
ments’ action in issuing ‘notices
threatening dismissal to the men in
the Carbonising shop who, in order to
speed up negotiations, were pursuig a

The demands of the Manchester gas
workers are: timeé and a third for
night shift .work, equal pay for all
workers for ho!:days etc., and recog-
nition of their union, the Gas. indus-
trial Union. The demands of the Lon-
don gas workers are: the threats of
dismissal be withdrawn, that there will
be no victimisation; negotnatlons for -
increase in night shift rates be speeded
up.

Due to the determned stand of the
lkey’ men.-the management announced,
that the demands of the Beckton work-
Thus the Beckton.
forced out on strike by

gas workers,
] 1 rial a'b"h’s de’ of the man-

are fighting a brutal profit-lust

PRESS WHIPS UP PANIC
CAMPAIGN

As in the recent dock strike, the
press attempted to build public opm—
ion against the gas workers by paint-
ing a panic pictire of ‘‘Ne Bread
Supplies'’, ‘‘Bakeries Without Gas",
“Hospitals Affecied™, .‘‘Schools may
Close’. The ‘“‘Daily WOrker”, playing
the same anti-working class role as it
did during the dockers’ strike, gave
prominence on Saturday 24th to the
Gas. Light & Coke Company's warn-
that the “C']I)]tal” may he without
gas due to the ‘‘go slow” movement
of the gas workers. Instead of putting
the gas workers’ case, it put forward
the case of the bosses.

Az is usual when the working-
rlass  take things into = their
own hand to bhy-pass: the slow moving
and reactionary arbitration machinety,
Mr. DRukes. General Sccretary of the
N.U.G.M.W.. poured forth abuse: at
the Beckton Road ~workers, .  The

ed Mr. Dukesﬁas fol]ow

NEW YORK

ELECTION

 TROTSKYIST GAINS

The results

* 1,100,000 votes.

The Ameri

workers in New

¥, DOBBS
Trotskyist
Candidate

The right wing split-off from the
ALDP., calling itself the Liberal Party,
which broke away when the Stalinists

candidate of the

supported the Re-
who received

captured control,
publican candidate,
434,000 votes.

To add to the confusion, an inde-
pendent was put forward as a No
Deal Party candidate and receivied
339,000 votes.

The smaller workers’ partles all put
forward candidates which must have
perplexed the. ciass conscious workers:
considerably.

The Socialist Party, a reformist
Party which is very close to the LL.P.
dropped their vote from 22,647 to 9,714,

of the New York election have

. been received. General O'Dwyer, the candidate
of the ea,plta;hst Democratic Party, remewed

can Labour Party (Stalinist

controlled. which has big support among the

York State, gave their support

to the capitalist Democrats, instead of organising
the workers on an independent class basis.
votes accorded to the AL.P. thus went to the

The

corrupt Tammany Hall machine.

The Socialist Labour Party, a small
sectarian organisation received 4,167
votes,

The Workers Party, the Shacht-
manite organisation which spiit from
the Fourth International on the issue
of the defence of the Soviet -Union
and whose main strength was centred
in New York, suffered a severe defeat,
Shachtman’s vote dropping from 2,019
in 1941 to 869 this time,

The only workers party which im-
proved its position was the Fourth
Internationalist, = Socialist Workers
Party which increased its vote from
} 1400 to 4,267 This’ replesents a
harbinger of the future.

TABLE SHOWING COMPARATIVE VOTES OF THE

MINORITY PARTIES IN

THE 1945 MAYORALTY

ELECTION AS AGAINST 1941

SP SLP ' SHE we
VOTE BY BOROUGHS - 1545 | 1045 | 1941 | 1945 ¢ 1941 | 1945 158431 | 1945
KINGS COUNTY 8574 | 3695 % 1340 315 | 1197 615 283
{Broocklyn) _ 5
NTW YORK COUNTY' 4790 11984 e 273 | 1043 51% 330
(Manhettan) .
RO COUNTY 6005 28886 15563 306 | 1191 746 134
{(Long Islend}, . y
.Q,UE'ENS COWTY 3004 | 1075 456 188 e 124 109
(T.ong Island)
A TP OND 274 74 40 18 g8k 17 3
{(3veten Island}
TOTALS 2264 { 9714 4167 F 1100 | 4267 § 2019 B6O

*The 8.L.P, did not run

a Candidate in 1941,

:S“Dally Herald’’ of November 28th re- 1
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REVIEWING 'I‘HE RESULTS (}F

BY

Strike Bmkmg to coni inue

JOCK HASTUN
THE STALINIST CONGRESS;, THE MOST

W@

SERIOUS MEMBERS OF THE PARTY WILL BE FORCED TO ASK THEMSELVES
THESE QUESTIONS : HOW DOES IT COME THAT* THE LEADERSHIP OF .BUR

PARTY - WHICH CLAIMS TO BE A »MARXIST PARTY BEGAN K THE WAR BY,

ADMITTING THAT THEY HAD MADE A MAJOR MISTAKE, AND ENDED THE
WAR BY SAYING THE ‘&AI\{E THING

For the first time since the end of the twentms there was a measure of free dﬁcussmu at a

Stalinist Congress.

the Congress opposition was wlced agamst the leadership.

And for the first time in many yead&

| the delegates at a Stalinist Congress
&id not. adopt a hostile and ' viciols:

attitude  towards the Trofskyiste
selling literature outside, The leafled

at the Congress of the C.P.” was taken
by the overwhelming majority of the
delegates, and approximately one i
every ten bought our
While it would be false to say t
the delegates were' friendly towards
the Trotskyists, there was no open
antagonism, and nuwmerous comraidioly:
debates took place during the three
days of the Congress.

The Congress was held at the end

of the C.P, leadership. The member-
ship were demanding an ‘accounting

General Election arising. out of their
clags collaboration policy’ of ja post:

so-called .
Liberals,
during the election.

Despite the fact that the Congresi
was by no meang really representative
-of the critical and disiliusioned spiris
of the rank and file in the key i
dugtrial districts, it nevertheless gavs

“progressive Tories and

issued by our Party entitled “Back to
Lenin—An Open Letter to the delegate:. |

litexature. |

of a period of disaster for the “line” [
for the failure of the Party in the |

war coahtxon with Churchill ahd tHée.|.

which had been advocated ‘

BRANCH, LEEDS : “, ..

some Indication as to the issueg upon
which the members felt most keenly.
Resolutions from Branches—many of
hem—sharply criticised the policy
pursued by the leadershlp on . three
main issues:
1. Criticism of the dsemalml for
unity with the Crimea Tories Which
" the leadership called for until the
Left swing at the General Election
forced them .fo hupriedly change the

line; and hgainst the policy of tail-
ending hehind the Labour Govern- |

ment and not crltm;smg it from: a
daqs point of view,

"2, " Opposition to the strike hreak-
ing policy of the leadership in’ the
industrial field and for a. more
militant policy of industrial' class

. struggle.

3. Opposition to the bureaucratic.
set-up in the Party organisation
which stifles real initiative on the
-part of the membership. -

BROWDERISM AND
UNITY. WITH CHURCHILL
We give some exampies of resolu-

Jtions from Branches critical of the

deadership:

The resolution of the HYDE PARK
views with
grave concern the mistake in policy

It not only found expression in numerous resolutions but from the floor of

of the E.C. on the question of including
Conservatives in a Labour Govern-
ment. . . . It strongly disapproves of
the undemocratic manmer in ‘which
branches woéne - stam,pcded. into - ha,sty
acceptance of this policy.”

-DUNDER CITY AGGREGATE

.| called upon Congress to demand.the

“, .. . withdrawal of ‘How to Win, the
Peace’ (written by Pollitt which ad-
vocates unity with Tories—J.H.J . [ .

as the central theme . . . is .., unity
of the Labour and Progressive
forces, . . %

From the PAD EBINGTON BOROUGEH
AGGREATE : “ Congress is ‘of the
opinion that the Pauty has laggedibe-
hind the militant mood of the masses
and has tended to tail behind  the
Labour Party.” e

CAMBRIDGE BRANCH “. .. cannot
accept the Executive Commitiee’s ex-
planation eof s attitude fowards
Browderism: . . , if we saw the nature
of the Browder tendency from the
beginning, by alling to draw the
attention of our American comrades
to our views, our Party must now beayr
some responsibilities for this mistaloe

.. {the Party has not cleared up its
attitude to the question 6f mational
uniity after. the war and the role of

‘the so-called progressive Tories, a'line

T

SLOGANS SUCH AS.

THE

ONE SEEN

HERE ON A

SURABAYA, JAVA, SYMBOLISE THE STRUGGLE OF THE
FOR FREEDOM FROM DUTCH IMPDRIALISM —

TRAM - CAR IN
INDONESI-ANS

'ﬁmﬂ%w

that was advocated fololwing - ibo
Crimesn, Lonfe.tenee, and ‘now appears
to be convenientiy forgottenm ... = ...

From the same Branch, C&.M’.‘
BRIDGE, a criticism that the falluze
of the Party leadership to explain
truthfully the policy of the Party
during the ‘~anti-war" stage and to
give the impression that the Party
supported the ~war before Russia
entered the.-<war ‘was described as:
“ .. a form of political dishonesty
which will only confase our members
and witimately harm the Party” It
the Party peolicy was wrong it was
lnecessar’y to face it squarely even at
this late hour, the resolution con-
cludes;

And so on with the resolutions of
a’ number of Branches, There was o
fact, a2 genuine concern among the
hest elements at the bankruptcy of
the Party policy.

According to the “ Daily Worker ”
of Novzmber 26th, Pollitt, in reply te

resolutions, confessed “to the question
of mistaltes made by the Copmmiunist
Party in recent-months” |, . | ackmow-
ledged an underestimation of  the
growing political consciousness of the

worlking class,” but added. “ |, . the
mistakes are infinitesimal compared
to. the contribution . wie © have

made to winning the war and opsning
A hnew epoch for the British people.’”!
STRIKES AND THE MILTTANT
STRUGGLE OF THE INDUSTRIAL
WORKERS

The strike-breaking policy of the
leadership 'was criticised -in several
resolutions,

From the AYL]:SBURIY BRANCH:
. Cengress is of the opinion that

(Continued on Back Page.)
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Demand Semor'ﬂty

Rule

OF THE

The weight of imperialist oppres-
sion, resting as it does upon the rem-
nants of feudalism. in this country,
produces always the glaring conira-
dictions and the political situation
which in india is never far from.re*
volutionary. The end of the war has
left the differentiation among the peas-
ants even more acute; is cutting across
the wartime prosperity of large sec-
[ tions of the middie class and threatens
the working class with large scale un-
employment and wage cuts.

Against this background, the at-
tempts: of the British Government to
attack the rights of the oppressed
nation to rise against their oppressors
through the pubhc trial of the Indian
National Army officers, were se1zcd
upon by Lonmesq as an election issue
in the hope of utilising the mass dis-
| content. Both of them have got more
than they bargained for!

On the 21st, both:students organis-
ations in Calcutta decided to hold
simultaneous meetings at Wellington
Square—the B.P.B.C. "and the B.P. S.T.
They then decided to hold a joint de-
monstration against the l\T A, tnal,
intending to march via D'haramtolla
and Dalhonsie Square. 1‘ﬂw of them
were above 20 years of age and the
demonstration was perfectly orderly,
when ‘it was stopped by o pulice block
in Dharamtolla. In rTesponse to police
refusal to allow them to pr )oeev}) the
students decided to squat on the road.
This was about 3 p.m. and at about
4.30 p.m. the polioe started lathi
charges and eventually fired. Brick-
bats were thrown. .

After some time this procession dis~
persed, only to be replaced by a de-
monstration from some other college,
intent on solidarising with the original
processionists. i

They too squatted ih the road. This
demonstration was not attacked by

ALCUTTA DEM

AN EYE WITNESS REPORT

YOU WILL HAVE HEARD OF THE CALCUTTA EVENTS.
EVENTS SEEN FROM THE SPOT.

the police—it was ' attacked fmm 8

different quarter by the arrival of &«
Congress leader, Kiron Sankar Roy,
with a message from Sarat Chandra
Bose. This having no effect, the mes-
sage was later sent in writing.
“Students,’’ he said, ‘You have broken
my -heart by your indiscipline . . . you
allowed yourselves fo. be influenced
and guided by agents-provocateurs’’!

It is. noteworthy that Mr. Bose's
heart was so well broken that he failed
to put in an appearance ab any of the
places where fighting took . place, de-
splto an invitation from the students
in the street, sent via Kiron Sankar
Roy, that he.should come and deliver
his message. personally.

Later in the evening, Gov. Casey
arrived, resplendent in evening -dress.
After consuléing with the Congress!
leaders on the spot, he too went away.

Thursday morning dawned with the
a00. students who were the backbone
of the demoenstration, still holding
their positions.

Wednesday's  demonstration  had
electrified the atmosphere in Calcutta.
When T arrived at Dharamtolla about
7 p.m. there were considerable crowds
about the police cordon at the Chow-
ranghi end of the street. I talked to
several people and gathered something
of the story. .

About 6.45 a.n. on Thursday, thé
students marched away from Dharam-
tolla down Central Avenue. Thurs-
day’s stage was set by strikes of the
workers on buses, trams, taxis and
rickshaw-pullers, the closmg of many
shops and businesses and the complete
cessation of work by the students.
The workers in many factories struck
work; offices were closed through non-
attendance of staff. 20,000 municipal
workers who, for months have been
demanding wave increases and better
conditions, decided also to come out.

From a’ meeting held early in the |
morning in Wellington Square, a new

HERE IS AN ACCOOUNT

demonstration again made its way tlo
Dharamtolla, intent on reaching Dai-
housie Square. The police hatted them
at the same place and there were fathi
charges, firing and brickbats., The
firings were oetween 2.15 and 2.490
P

~We arrived on this scene about 2
p.m. With rumours at the unit of
shootings throughout the city, burn-
g of military vehicles, great crowds
stopping all tmubpmt not flying Con-
gress, Hindu Mabesaltha or Bed Flags,
1t was still obvious that Dh.;mmtoﬂa
must be the real centre of activity.
The procession had been stopped just
below the crossing of Madan Street
and Dharamtolla and the police had
their cordons across each arm of the
cross, leaving themselves three'routes
! ot csmpe (provided the demonstration
failed o split into four and converge
on the place.) - We approached first

lrom the North along Madan Street,
‘from where we could hear the rear oi

the slogans in Dharamiolla. Here the

- cordon was compoged of Indian police

and we saw also .Ghurka police, both
armed with lathis, the murderous 6-in.
leadweighted bamboos.

Failing to enter the police area from
this side, we went round and joined
the (mwd facing down the street at
the main procession. We soon had
two escorts (middle class), who tried
to give us assisiance in gaining a van-
tage point, and after a few minutes
among thls crowd we managed 10 slip
through the*police cordon into the de-
serted portion of the street. In the
crowd—from which we had come, there
was a small group shouting slogans
down the street, but they were mainly
‘purely spectators. They would soon
find their proper place—at home.

The demonstration was belng held
by about 15 Anglo-Indian police with

(Continued on page 4.)

demand 4 ﬁ.e ‘Semicrity
apply to dismissals o,

rle |t

25 “ Seamen - thy ough(}ut “Australia
: dsmdmi not  to Jvaensels
oy for the

Broken ¥l concern.”

This solidarty strike—which reporty
say may nvolve 100,060 men—lb one
of a series of great battles carried out
by the Australian {rade unionists to
enforee the seniority rule and protect
L_anion organisation,

Mr, Chifley, who had previously rve-

‘|fused: to intervene or to  meet the
representatives  of the unions was
forced to capitulate and has now

agreed to mest the unionas,

DOCKEW Wage-

Demands-

&BOsses Stalling

BY J. DEANE

The whole policy of the Labour
Government during the 20 days truce
has been to stall on the demands of
the dock “Wworkers, The employers
have pursued a provecative policy by
offering 18/- instead of the 24/- de-
manded by the dockers. Teo this :in-
sulting “offer” the . Labour Govern-
ment and the trade union leadbrs have
replied, not with action, but with
timidity and delay.

A Commission of Enquiry has been
appointed after 30 days of negotiation
betwicen the wunion leaders and the
bosses, Thig is how the labour and
trade union leaders rcact to capitalist
provecation.- Troops and threats for
the .dockers—silk gloves for _ the
bosses, . . o4

Because of their fear of another
national stoppage, Donovan was forced
to reject the employers’ offer, For
the same reason the Labour Govern-
nment is forced to try to cobtain..con-
cessions from the employers, The
Commission of Enquiry will most cer-
tainly, in order to avoid another
stoppage and for no other reason,
recommend a wage increase,

The dockers’ National Strike Com-
mittee has extended its 30 days truce
until the reslits of the Commission
are made known. If then, the recom-
mendations do not meet with ‘the de-
mands of the dock workers, the union
leaders will be instructed to give 21
days strike motice. Thus the dockers
have given the Labour Government
and the T.U, leaders every opportunity
to obtain by negotiation their just

wage demands, -

the speakers in favour of the above
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Treatment in
Naval Hospital

Editor,
Trear Clomrade,

Frerhaps the readers of the “Socialist
Appeal” would be interested in the

following few, though  potent, facts
concerning the treatment of naval
personnel  suffering from - psycho-
neurosis—a common complaint in these
days of terrible sirain amd suffering.
Patienty (naval and marines) from
& Colombo naval hospital state that
the conditions and treatment in this
hospital are as bad as those of Belsen,
Here are some of the facts:
. Bedding: The pillows had no cases
and were in a filthy condition capable
of breeding lice and disease. Bed
sheets were also in a filthy condition,
The beds had no blankets. The
patients complained that the hedding
itgelf was covered with blood stains
and dischange from sores of other
patients. e
Food: For breakfast they received,
as example, one sausage and 2 cubic
inches of bread, and tea without milik.
. For dinner, they received a fish cake
and rice on a saucer—not a plate
which holds three or four times that
of a saucer
Tea, one cubic inch of _hllead and
tea without milk. ’
Supper, half a kipper (boiled) and
one cubic inch of bread—tea without
mills,
If patients complained of conditions
they wene beaten and put in a locked
room. They are then fed on bread
and water, or threatened with the
stoppage of their drafi home, which
meant three more months of this hell.
These ave psychopathic patients, who
need gentle eare and good food, plus
tact and. sympathy. Of course, one
must point out, that in view of the re-
actionary officer caste—which in the
.havy maintaing all those pre-modern
conceptiions and - feudal traditions—
psycho-neurosis is a form of malinger-
ing! According to science, however,

this disease is just as dangerous and
just as real as any other. ;
Yous fraternally,
i 8. B, A.
(5ick Berth Attendant)

Edinburgh,
Dear Comrade, 15.10.45.
T wounld like to guote you a letter
which I received from a friend of mine
serving in India with the R.A.F., not
because it'is unusual but because it
seems to he typical of the feeling exist-
ing in the Forces., He writes:—

. -3
“We have just heard Isaac's state-

ment on demobilisation. To say that
we were dumbfounded is to put it
mildly.. He (lsaacs)- says that group
27 in the R.A.F. MAY. be out by June
next year. My pal is in group 35 and
I am in group 40. We have served a
years in the service—3} years out of
that have been spent out here! Is
this our thanks for voting Labour? To
go back home after ‘2 years of disease,
of years under relentless tropical sun
—to go back after the moral torture
of heing away from our loved ongs,
only to be kept
another two or three years! | can
assure you that the lads out here are
hopelessly depressed. Can-you wonder?

So you see, we need help badly, and
you and your friends are the only ones
who can help us. Naturally, you say
“Why can’t. they help themselves?”
I'll tell you why: because we are 7,000
miles away from the seat of the
trouble. Al we can do and are doing
Is to write to our folks asking them
to get up petitions, apart from that
we are powerless to do a thing and be-
cause of this, | want you to do me a
favour.
our M.P. and state the case? If you
could do so, | would be wvery gratefui
and | would know that something is
being done for our hetterment, My
pal, whe comes from Wales has written
a similar letter to his friend tc see
what he can do and if everyone does
this, then‘'maybe we will be treated like
men instead of numbers.”’

As you can see, this R.A.F. comrade
chérishes certain illusions regarding
the present TLabour Government.
Nevertheless, his mood is an indication
of what is going on in the minds of the
British forces. As has heen pointed

of Atomic energy entirely revolution-
ises warfare. Huge armies and air-
forces now become obsolete, yet both
bere and in the U.8. we find generals
with more medals than brains cam-
paigning for huge standing armies even
in time of peace. Mayhe small armies
need fewer generals than hig armies
themselves " out of work. What a
shame |

Ancther reason for the maintenance
of big armies is.the fear of Western
capitalism in the face of Asiatic revol-
ntion.  (Incidentally, one of Ernest
Bevin’s excuses for Atflee not taking
{ steps to overthrow Franco was that
‘it would cause the:

itgl behind ' thi

T T U e )
: 6 o similar “considération for nat.
ional feeling” so far as Java and Indo-
China are concerned.) i
The working class will yet put these
burlesque Napoleons on the ‘‘perman-
ently unemployed list”’, :

_Yourg fraternally,

W. Spence.

.
~ e
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WIHAT LAWTHER FORGOT

Wiil Lawthen, miners’ leader has
heen touring the British zone of ocecu-
pied Germany. In his capacity as
chairman of the T.U.C. delegation he
talked to the press. It should be
noted what he had to say in the name
of British labour, in particular, on
bekalf of the miners. At a Presg con-
ference he stated that he would not
ask the British miners *“to subscribe
a 6d. to help rebuild things here (in
Gerrany) 7, According  to the
“Times” Lawther said. *British
miners had always been genexous.
They sent £70,000 to the Russian
miners and another £70,000 to the
Spanish miners, but they would not
want to send seven pence to help re-
building in Germany.” There are two
very relevant points which this pro-
Vangittarnt Tabour fakir omits to
mention.

" From the funds of the Durham
miners, Lawther sent £20,600 teo
Butcher Mannerheim to aid Finnish
and intermaticmal capitalism (in its
struggle against the Soviet Union in
1940. Those who organised a protest,
he expelled from the Durham Miners’
union. The omission of this embarras.
ing point is a measure of I_Jawther’s
duplicity.

But Lawther “forgets”
even more important. "

The official strikie bulletin of the
General Council of the T.U.C, dated
May 6th, 1926, contained the following
report :

¥ German workers’

something

support for

their British comrades ds solid . . .

“Today the Executives of all the
miness’ anions, including the
Christian unions, issued a joint pro-
clamation to the Ruhr miners,
urging them to help their British
gomrades.

“No coal must be sent England,
no overtime must be worked. . , .
¢ The British miners’ struggle is our
struggley the proclamation con.-
cludes. ‘The owners’ victory would

result in a catastrophe for working

conditions everywhere.” :

The British miners, take note, And
at the same time bear in mind that it
is the same German miners and their
sons, who demonstrated their inter-
national class solidarity in 1926 to
whom their leader now refuses “to
give a 6d4.7

L3 * L3

BRITISH EMPIRE —
“BULWARK OF PEACEY”

Lawthes is, unfortunately, no iso-
lated example of Labour leader furned
against his own class to serve his
imperialist masters. The Labour
leadership is rotten through and
through with it. A no less revolting
example is George Hall, Colonial
Szovetary in Hig Majesty's “ Socialist
Goverpment, ' He 'attendéd an Empire
dinner given by Lord Kemsley on
November 27th, and this is what he

any party that has pledged itself more
than omrs fto the
Empire, that bulwark of peace.”
Churchill assured the ruling class
that he had not become the Prime
Minirter in order “to preside over the
liguidation of the British Empire.”

guest of the arch-reactionary Kemasley,
gives the capitalists the assurance that
the Labour Party and Government in-
tends to follow faithfully in the foot-

steps of the ‘imperialist gangster,
Churchill. : ' :

" £ £
HIS MAJESTY'S COMMUNIST

PARTY  OF NORWAY

Government and a King, recently
Haakon's reign. 'What thé craven
Norwegian Labour leaders said, on
this auspicious octasion, we ¢4an guess.
What is more enlightening, however,

| (Continued at foot of Column 5)

in the service for |

is it within your power to see |

out many times recently, the discovery |,

and the War Office. Wallahs would find | )

serious, but the crisis can be
immediately gears its members

and Friends you have the floor !

- How the Ca

Branches
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EDINBURGH
COVENTRY
SHANDON
NEWCASTLE
FORCES - COMRADES
NORWICH
EASTBOURNE
CHELTENHAM
CENTRAL OFFICE
ENFIELD
SOUTHALL
NOTTINGHAM
SOUTH EAST LONDON
SOUTH WEST LONDO
NEATH .. :

[

WEST LONDON
SHEFFIELD
CANNOCK
HENDON
NORTH LONDON
ILFORD
BIRMINGHAM
OXFORD
GWAUN - CAE - GURWEN
GLASGOW & MOTHERWELL
MERTHYR and TREDEGAR
LIVERPOOL ..
LEEDS
PLYMOUTH
NEWARK

mpaign is Going

LONDON DISTRICT COMMITTEE

e

We are
This situation is
averted, :
into action, and they, in turn

mohilise the Party’s sympathisers, we can demenstrate in the$
coming month the invindibility of Trotskyism in action.

Comrades

'G. Healy, Campaign Organiser.
H. Atkinson, National Treasurer,

Target Paidin - % age
£ s d
£15 50 10 ¢ 203
£3 ° 3518 ¢ 11629
£25 2510 0 102%
£30 2 ¢ 0 8636,
£40 312 o 86i%
£7 515 © 824,
£5 4 0 0 " 80%
- £1 ‘ 15 0 5%
£50 3T 9 1 4%
£5 3 5 0 65% .
£15 9 4 0 63t
£26 10 4 0 514
£25 15 14 4 63%
£25 1210 © 509
£15 766 199,
£35 1614 8 4170
£30 14 1 6 169
£20 810 0 129,
£5 2 00 1409
£20 7T 0 0 5%
£25 8 7% 3319
£5 110 0 209
£20 1417 0 2419,
£5 10 0 209
£8 111 6 1619
£40 7 8 @ 159
£ 13 0 1034
£30 ) e o
£8 L
£1 o

£1

If each local Branch:

‘t Effort

156 delegates from 76 Trade Union
branches, 7 Wrades Councils and 2

local Labour Parties attended

"Annual Conference of Surrey Trades
Unions at Wimbledon Labour Hall on
Saturday, 17th Nov, 1945, ~ = -

1. One  of ; the. main. ‘digodssions

“hioved by B 5
Mitcham AREU. No. 3. '
the use of British Troops against
the peoples of Asia. The recent in-
tervention in Indo-China and Java
in: order to restore the rule of French:
and Dutch imperialism s oppesd.

movement, We call upon the|
Governiment to withdraw the British.
Forces from the Far East. In ‘par-
ticular, ‘the - Labour Government
should take immediate steps to
free the peoples now oppressed by
British Imperialism.” ;
Thig was carried by 64 votes to 29
However, a resolution calling for
solidarity with the peéples ;

deception or force, the pre-war re-
actionary regimes, demanding too, the
withdrawal of British Fordes and full’
material support to the workers- and
peasdnts of all European countries, was
defeated. Here we gaw the alliance
of the Stalinists and Righ Wing
Reformists playing the usual . re-
actionary role. !
On the questions which vitally affect

class, on the cost of living index there
was much concern, as shown hy the
varying regolutions from different
branches. The demand for the com-
pilation of a new standard of living
index, to fall not below that of 1939
was carried. It was the unanimous
decision that the present cost of living
index was completely obsolete. Con-
ference also called upon the T.U.C. to

had to say : “The toast of the British
Commonwealth is the greatest toast!
which could be moved. -1 don’t know |

retention of the

Labour leader Hall, in his toast, as

Norway, which also has a Labour |

celebrated the fortieth anniversary of

take the necessary action to ensure

' the |

“That this Conference condemns||

to the basic pringiples of the Labour]| ©

of Hurope i

againét the attempts to impose, by}

the economic security of the working |

[that the Labour Government intends

SURREY T.U .sTw EET

BY P, PEVALIN

‘Wave cannot be dealt with
: use of troops and the condemmnation
~.of unofficial movements. The unrest
" among the workers reflects thelr de.

- the employing: class, This senti-
ment, which basically gave Lahour
its majority, must be heeded: if the
Government is to retain the support
of the working class. We, therefore,
‘demand that intervention should be
made promptly by the Government,
.in these disputes, against the em-
poyers, forcing them to yield to the

Just demands of the strikers. 1In

the event of opposition, from the
capitalists, the industries should he

taken . over without compensation,
:.nc} operated wunder workers’ con-
-trol”
Perhaps the most interesting dis-
cussion of the Conference was the one
evoked by a nation calling for
nationalization without compensation,
'Bro. Eramett opened the discussion on
/8. high political level, =all the more
noticable in contrast to the formal and
temperate tone of nearly ali the other
‘resolutions. .

Bro. Pelter, from Mitcham AR, in
true  Stalinist style, flippantly stated
that only £46 millions were being paid
out to the owners of the mining in-
dustry. As one comrade pointed out
to him, this to the .class that had
alrzady  extracted milions upon
milions of pounds in addition to the
lifeblood' of the miners,

This Conference showed that the
working-clags, swhilst still believing

that possible unemployment wag off-
set by a reduction in hours of work,
‘without any reduction in basic earn-
ngs, ' :

N Y O T

to carry through a transition to
Socialism, is becoming wary, and ‘in:
deed eritical,.of its policies at home
and abroad.

Ll —

B

in the “CAE - G

Concert

gratefully

THE G.0.G. BRANCH
REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST PARTY
invites you to a

‘Socialist Appeal® CONCERT

on FRIDAY, DECEMBER !4th, at 7.30 p.n. prompt.
The fcllowing artistes have kindl
EMRYS DAVIES (the Popular Baritone) and his

VIVIAN LLEWELLYN (Cornet Soloist) G.C.G. Band.
_=GTWYN JONES (Tenor) Brynammon. _ i
SAM WILLIAMS, Pianoforte Solos and Acconipanist.

Admission’ is Free — but any Donations to the Expansion
Fund of the Revolutionary Communist Party

Thomas J. Watkins (Tairgwaith) will. Chair the Concert.

of the

URWEN"> HOTEL

v congented to appear':

Party.

accepted.

strike on Sunday,

Bro, 1 . moved the

foliowing which . was
CR e‘d L -!__ .

: Wirng-the'

Governmient: that the present strike
by the

" 8lt€ to make an end to the rule of

BELFAST
BUS STRIKE

BELFAST —

Belfast trolley-bus drivers and -con-

ductors staged a successful one-day
4th November.
1] sdii by the=Corp
P TSP PALTHIS Ly 57 01T,
off Buses on ct .
excuse being that with the advent of.
wihter and other circumstances the|.
routes in question did not warrant the
same service.

But the men knew different, and con-
tended that this change in schedule
would mean an ‘enormous extra burten
on both driver and conductor. Njeet-
ings were held and deputations sent to

success, as they refused to listen to
proposals of the men that the matter
should be discussed with the Union
officials before being put-inte practice.

The men became. determined that no
buses should run on the Sunday, and
neither side giving way by Saturday
night a deadlock was reached. A: 7
a.m. on Sunday moriing another neet-
ing was held in the depot and the men
unanimously decided on strike action.
Union officials as usual declared the
strike entirely unofficial; one particular
official in fact went as far as to order
the men to get back to work. But
those responsible saw to it that not a
single bus left the depot all day long,
I'which practically paralysed the whole
of East Belfast.

One sequel was the threat of a gen-
eral stoppage of all City transport oy
the following Sunday. The Belfast Cor.
poration Transport Committee, how-
ever, pending a decision from the Nat-
ional Joint Industrial Council, to whom
the dispute was referred, apgreed .that
no buses should be taken off until the
decision was given by that body.

The Ulster Transport TUnion, to
which most of the men belong, have no
connection with the N.J.1.C. and the
men do not hold themselves bound to
abide by any decision reached by them.
A meeting of all transport operatives
will be held as scon as thé decision is
known, and if not accepted a general
strike may result.

In the meantime a temporary victory
was achieved by the men as a result
of the solid united front displayed.
Never before has there been Such unity
among Belfast fransport workers, and
it is a splendid augury for the future.

(Comtinued from Columvn 2)

is the attitude of the leaders of the
* Communist ” Party, who tell their
members : “King Haakon opposed the
intruders from the start, and took a.
clear standpoint with = his people
against barbarism, By so doing he
brought umlimited moral strength to
ourr nation. Without that élear stand-
point, unity in the struggle would not
have -been possible” (% Frileten >
leading Communist Party paper,

L

-

The |-..
7 o)

certain routes, ‘thel:

12

appeal to the Department, but without | :

DECEMEER, 1945.

Revolutionary

£200 T0 COME IN

Now For An All-Ou

One mdnth to go before the Campaign expires !
£200 short .of the target figure and there are only four
weeks left in which to raise this amount.

- Communist
Programme

Nationalisation, of the Bank. of
England, the Big ¥Five Banks and
land, the mines, transport and all
big industry without compensa-
tlon; and the operation of these

. enterprises under the control of
workers’ committees,

Confiscation of all war profits;
all company books to be open to
inspection. by trade wunions and
workers' committees to counter
the financial and economic sabot-
age of Big Business.
Distribution of food, clothes, fuel
and other - consumers’ goods in
short supply under the cohitrol of
committees elected from the
co-0ps, distributive trades, fac-
tories, . housewives and small
shop-keepers. '

The -control and allocation of

- existing housing space in. the
hands of tenants’ committees; a
state financed national house-

““building plan difected by ~the
building trades unions and tenants
committees. .

. A rising scale of wages to meet
the increased cost of living with
a -guaranteed minimum and  full
maintenance for the unemployed;
turnover of Governinent and
other war plants to the production
of consumers’ goods; a slding
scale of hours to absorb the un-
empioyed without wage reductions,

. Abolition of the Monarchy and the

House of Lords; full eleatoral

rights from the age of 18 "years; °

and full polifical rights for men

and women in the forces; the im-

mediate repeal of the Trade Dis-

putes Act and all other strike
breaking and anti-labour laws,

Clear out the reactionary anti-

labour officer ecaste from the

armed forces; for the election of
officers from the ranks,

. Abolish conscription; for the dis-

" solution of the standing army and -
its substitution by ‘a  workers’
milifia . organised under control
of workers’ comumitices: for the
establishment of military schools
by the Trade Unions at the ex-
pense of the State for the training

of worler officers,

. Unconditional = defence of the
SBoviet Union against ail imperial-
ist powers; full economic co-
operation, credit grants and gther
aid for the reconstruction °of
Soviet economy.

. Full and. immediate freedom’ for
India: and the other colonies  to
choose their own form of govern-
ment; the . immediate: withdrawal
of British troops from all eclonial

countries, . .

gainst: s plomacy and g

% VorECIITOS AT DIEErT

- “against race ' hatred-iantisemit.

*lsm, Vinsittartism and the. colour

~bar; for the withdrawal of

British . troops from Burope and

Asia and for a peace based upon
the self-determination. of ‘the
peoples of Europe, Asia and the
World, : ‘
Fall support and . active co-
operation with the European
workers for the overthrow. of
capitalism and the establishment
of the United Socialist States of
Eunope; unity: with the workers
and exploited masses of all lands

in.  the struggle for World
-Socialism. G
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A A S &%
) LECTURES
SOUTH LONDON MARXIST-
SCHOOL

Sunday at.7 p.m.
16th December
BOLSHEVISM AND
MENlSHEVISM IN RUSSIA
- P.P.U. Rooms,
260 Streatham High Rd., S.W.16
{near Leonard’s Church)

NOTTINGHAM R.C.P. .
Sunday, December Sth

at 4.45 p.m. .
AJIT ROY (London)

at the Apsley Social Centre
Debate, Grane Sghool.

.. “THE SOCIALIST .
PROGRAMME AND THE
COLONIES.”

at the HOSIERY WORKERS
ROOMS

2a. Elm Avenue, Nottingham
Sunday, December 8th,
) at 7 p.m.

AJIT ROY will speak on:

‘“THE R.C.P, AND THE
LABOUR PARTY."

READERS! PLEASE NOTE! :
Contact can be made with our
branches at the following
addresses:

GLASGOW R.C.P., o1,
47 Oswald Strest, Glasgow, G.1
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE R.C.P.

27 Ridley Place, Newcastle-on- .
Tyne, 1.

2 /11/46), -

Needless to say the “ Daily Worker ”
couldn't find room for the words of |.
both the British and the Norwegian

leaders on the subject of their respec-
tive kings.

NEATH R.C.P,,

17 Alfred Street, Neath, Glam.
LONDON R.C.P.,
256 ‘Harrow Road, London W.2
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The Trial of the Nazis

The Nazi leaders are being tried for their lives at Nuremburg.
Everything has been arranged to provide a dramatic spectacle.
The workers all over the world, particularly the German workers,
will shed no tears for the criminals in the dock. But they are not
the only ones who should.be there.

Prosecutors and accused share joint responsibility for the
horrors of Nazism and for the war. The British imperialists, who
feign horror at the Nazi leaders, carefully nurtured and supported
them both before and a;fter they came to power,

“ Sensational ” “fuinutes and documents, demonstratmg the
ruthlessness with which the Nazis pursued their imperialist aims,
are quoted and published, in the world press of the “ Allies ” ‘But
it is certain that only carefully selected documents will in fact

_ see the light of day. 'All documents that show the “ democrats ™
in an unfavourable light are undoubtedly kept in the archives, if
not destroyed altogether,

Little wonder that the Nazis have been refused permission to
subpoena prominent British politicians as witnesses in their trial !
According to the official views “ great international harm might be
done if Allied nationals' of Cabinet rank were questioned
concerning diplomatic secrets.”

The “ dlplomatm secrets P,in reahty horse-deals, too foul in
their commitments to be made in the light of day; the agreements
with the Nazis, carried out behind closed doors at the expense of
the nations on the borders of Germany, and in particular at the
expense of the working class; the social intercourse between the

leading capitalist democrats and capitalist Nazis. and the identity

of class views, all these might be brought out into the light of|
day if the “ promiment ” witnessps were to -be called.

"Hence in this trial through w}uch the Allies hope to d]vert
the hatred for imperialist war away from themselves and onto
the shoulders of the-defeated Nazis, only selected witnesses will}
be' allowed to appear ' :

"ipu’ﬁ?i‘é_ all. j :
classes, as did: the Bolsheﬂks under Lemm and Trotsky in’ 1917.]

All the warmongers and capltahst conspirators responsnble for . R
the war will find themselves in the dock, where they should be Wlth .. AN END ',[_‘0 THE
the Nuremburg plotters. Democrats and Fascists alike. Buf LABOUR GOVERNMENT’S
they will be tried before a working class tribunal and their judges} IMPERIALIST POLICY
will be the representatives of the oppressed masses, and not the BY AIJIT ROY.
‘gangster imperialists who are already preparing another world war.| . ~ (Twopencé) . -
' : ' ' AJIT . RO

BANK

ionalised. The English
has begun! Triumphantly flourishing
Labour’s pamphiet—* Let Us ‘Face the
Future'', in froni of a crowded House
| of Commons, Mr. Dalton, the Labour
Chancellor of the Exchequer, . intro-
duced the Bili.which is one of Labour’s
maln programmatic aims.

“Doesn’t this mean,” many workers
are hnow saying, “that Tabour
effective control over the nation’s econ-
omic life? Doesn’t it prove that thé
Labour leaders are really serious in
their. attempt to solve the post-war
problems 2’

niajority of the workers at the present
time. 'The answér is.an emphatic NO!

QU.EUEING TO BE NATIONALISED!]

Amazing though it may seemn, the
Bank of England shareholders are go-
mg to receive Government securities
calculated to guarantee them a return
| SLIGHTLY ABOVE that which' they

“will be guaranteed for ab least. the next
20 years! At present,’a dividend of
12 per cent is paid upon £14 500,000.

in its place Small wonder that ME.
Clement _ Davies, ZLiberal M.P. was
moved 0 comment—

“Shareholders might be queueing
up for the terms he (Mr. Dalton) is
prepared to give.”

The next disturbing feature which
confronted those “left”’ enthusiasts for
this measure, was the reaction of the
“Times”, eminent and respectable
organ of British Tmperialism,
editorial they state—

“in day-to-day business, more-
over, it will make no noticeable diff-
erence to the present relations be-
tween the Bank and -the Treasury,
which already ensure that the pclicies
and wishes of tihe Government of .the
day shall be fulfilled.”’

and further on we read—

© sithe Bill is thought by .its mtms to
be superfluous and irrelevant.’

In addition to this, we read in the

“‘News Chronicie’’ that—
————— srei—

NATI

Leaves Capl

- The Bank of England is ‘being nat- |
“Revolution’’ |

hag

These are questions which:
undoubtedly express the feelings of the’

have been receiving in the past. These’
The CGovernment propose’ o conceda

£58,000,000 of 3 per cent Govt, Stock:

|| ments in power in most of the Hurop- -

In theiit

ists

BY JIM HINCHCLIFFE

‘“After they (the Clearing Bankers
Association) had examined the Bill,
Lord Catto assured 'the Chancellor

. that he can count on the co- operation
of the Banking community.”

When +the capitalists hold such an

opinion of an Aet introduced by a Lab-

our G(}V(‘lnmenf we can be sure that

there is something wrong somewhere,

and sure enough, there is.

WHAT IT MEANS

Far from such a Bill heralding a new
economic era, it.merely brings the Bank
of: England into Iime with other
Central Banks of the world. IN AGT-
UAL - FACT, THE BANK OF ENG-
LAND I8 THE ONLY CENTRAL
BANK WHICH HAS NOT BEEN
‘BROUGHT UNDER SOME FORM OF
STATE CONTROL! 1n 1931, when the
Governments of the world met in
London to discuss the world’s Economic
Crisis, only two Central Banks -were
llndet‘ private control—the German
Reichsbank and the Bank of England,
but despite this, no solution was found.
This fact alone demonstrates that con-
trol of the Bank of England would not
eliminate the economic slumps and
miseries of capitalism. ;

But, it may be argued, the swing to
‘the left which has taken place during
the war has placed Socialist Govern-

ean. countries, and will ensure that we
do not repeat the mistakes of the last
two decades. QUITHE THE QPPOSITE.
To the extent that these {‘Socialist’
Governments have permitted the cap-
italists to rule the economy of the
country, to own the Joint Stock banks,
the factories etc., the contradictions of
capitalism will remain with all its wars,
hooms and slumps, The control of the
Bank of England has altered nothing
fundamenﬁllv the capitalist economy
remains unaffected by the measure.
. As ' the “Economist’’ commented,
when discussing the Bill-—

“Like other condemned men, they
(the shareholders) can now, eat a
hearty breakfast of comtinuing cap-
ital investment.”

_ma,jority, and therefore deprived of an

Faced with a clear parliamentary

The
REVOLUTION

In Defence of

LONIAL

excuse to delay Such a measure, the
Labour Gevernment has miroduced a
Bill which granus only verbal concés-
- sions to its supporters, Lut very -real

financial concessions to the bankers!
We can rest gssured that a Govern-
ment which tréaats the bdnk(‘zs SO Ee1N-
erously will lmdl\ exercise their pight
(1111:10[h1(_ed in the Bill) to direct the
hankers in a way which will harm their
interests—a fact which the bankers
themselves already appreciate! |

THE ROLE OF THE STALINISTS

“Phe role of the Stalinist ““Commun-
ist’' Party on this issue has heen. re-
markable, to say, the least. Docslnt@ the
ov elwhf‘lmmg Luuount of evidence
which exposes the real nature of the |
BiiT, we arve informéd that it is really

loglshtmn'—at Jeast, that is the opin--
ion of Phil Piratin, Stalinist M.P. In
the House of Commons he remarkad—
““The Chancellor of the Exchequer’
threw oui a chailenge when he asked
what a Communist Chancellor would
do in regard to.this Bank of England
Bill. | would like to answer by say- |
ing that a Communist Chancellor ;
would, in general, do what the Chan-
celior is doing:”
and laper he added

it bechuse |

“1 am supporting |
think it is in the interesis of the‘
people.”’ .

In the interests of the people? ]
WHTCH people, may we ask? The !
ultra-generous - compensation  terms ;

have been accompanied by the decision |
to retain the majority of. the old dir-
ectors (inciuding the Governor, Lord
Catto,. formerly Montagu Norman).
The capitalist press openly states that
the compgsition of the Governing Board | :
of the Bank is vitally important, more :
important than the terms of compen- |
sation—and they arve qmte satisfied
with the Tdbour Government's propas-
als. 'Thus the ‘interests of the people’
are revealed as being the Hltele‘itb ot
the bankers! .

quite a good piece of Marxist-Leninist |-

work, - “The Threatening

In his
Catastrophe®’, Lenin outlined the essen-
tial measures of control w hich must be
undertaken in order to really regulate

the economic life of the country, and

among them were included—

“synification of all banks into cne;

state control over its operations, or
" nationalisation of the banks.
“Nationalisation of the syndicates,
i.e,, the largest monopo’y assoc. ‘atiens
of the capitalists (the sugar, naph-
tha, coal, -metaliurgical syndicates
ete.)

v Abolition of commercial secrets.”
and in explaining the necessity for tlm
nationalisation of the banks (note
ALL the banks) he writes:

‘‘no real control is possible over in-.
dividual banks and their operations
(even after abolition of the com-
mercial secrets ete.) for it is impos-
' gible to trace all those most compli~

cated, most involved and subtle
methods used  in drawing up the
batance-sheets, in organising bogus

enterprises ant  branch banks, in
using fctitious nersons, and so onh
and so forth . . . Only conirel over
bank operations, prowded they are
merged into one state bank, will
aliow, simultaneously with other
measures which can easily be put into
effect, the actual levying of an in-
come tax without concealment of
property and income.’

How clearly it is explained!  The
solution to this problem cannot be con-
ceived without understanding the nee-
essity of taking over the “Big Five”
banks, of hig industry, mines and land,.
without compensation to those' who
have lived long enough off the sweat
and misery of the workers and operated
under the control of the workers. Only
these bold measures, destroying the
basis of capitalist domination. and lay-
ing the basis—areal and genuine econ-
omic basis-——for a Socialist economy,
will golve the problems confronting the
working niasses.

 Towgh P
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delab ed statemen‘h on the
.of the Labou Grovem-

public b3 Mr Bevm n the House of
Commons.

'FOR A “HANDS OFF JAVA CAMP
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Correspondence with L.P., GP and I.L.P.

sent by the Revolutionary

We print below some correspondencs
a united front campaign to force

Labour Party calling for the organising of
Only the LL./P{ has replied. Any working
colonial people by orgamising a united front campaign to
Communist Party are prepared to do this.
go further than harmless verbal protests.
front with a revolutiomary party which will expose the inadequacies of their

the R.C.P.

the Government. to end its 1mperlallst

policy, thein retreat before the Labour

Comm unist Party to the Labour Pariy, the Commumst Party and the Independent

policy, of intervention in the Far East

Neither the ELabour Party ner the

leaders, can be seen in their replies to

“This correspondence is of historic interest in showing the real posﬂtlons- taken by the orgarusatudns of the Brifish working class parties in facing the
tasks of ra.llvmg to the aid of the colomal peoples in; their strugele for independence from imperialist domination, —

FROM R.C.P. skin is held in imperialist chains. It
is the duty of the British working
TO THE L.P. class. to take 'action to prevent the

11th November, 194”
To the National Secretary, .
‘Labour Party,

Transport House,

Smith Square, S.W.L

Dear Comrade,

The actions of the Laboulw Govern-
ment in Indo.China and Java are not
the actiong ex.pected by the Labour
masses who elected that Government,
and are against all the principles for
which the IMbour Government, claims
to stand, Directed against the pro-
gressive aspirations for national free-
dom and democracy on/the part of the
colonial peoples;” the military and
political intervention of the’ Labour
Governmernt must be condemned by
every section of the organised work-
ing class and progressive democratic
opinion,

It is the opinion of the membersmp
of the Revolutionary Communist
Party that all who elaim to speak for
soctalism, for internatienalism, for de-
moeratic ways of life, have the duty
to organise a campaign throughout
the working eclass of opposition to the
Government's policy; to force the
Government to end its policy of mill-
tary .intervention, and allow the
peopleg of these countues to organise
their own form of national goverm-
ment and their own ways of life,

Labour with a white skin can never
be free while Labour 'Wlth a coloured

Government from attempting to keep
the colonial masses in chains.

We call upon the Labour Party to
initiate, and take the leadership of a
mighty united movement of organised
Labour in Britain, a united front of
all working class political and indus-
trial organisations, to refuse to handle
or ship arms or other material to be
used against the people of Java and
Indo-China; a united front which will
force the Labour Government to end
the present imperialist war of colonial
intervention and 6 to -withdraw all
British military personnel immediately
from these areas.

Yours fraternally,
Jock Haston,
Geneml Secretary, R.C.P.
For the Political Buream.

FROM R.CP.
TO THE C.P.

. 11th November,.
Harry Pollitt, _
General Secretary,
Commum&t Party of Gleat Britain,
Dear Comrade,

Enclosed is a copy of a 1etter sent by
the Political Bureau of the Revolu-
tionary Communist Party to the
National Secretary of the
Pe,rty.

It7is the view of the membership of
the R,C.P.-that 2 united campaign of

1945.

Labour’

all working class organisations, such

tioned letter, is an absolute duty which
must be carried out by all members
and ‘organisations of the working
class.

The Communist Party is undoubtedly
the largest and most , influential
political organisation of the working
clags, after the Labour Party. It has
therefore, a preat nesponsibility ‘to
rouse -the workers 1n defenée of the
colonial peoples.

We should be pleased to hear what
steps your organisation has taken to
foree upon the Labour Party a com-
Lpalgn of opposition to the Govern-
"ment’s policy of intervention, and to
know what steps you aré prepared to
take,
Party in the event of refusal but in-

and other working class orga.msatmns
Yours fraternally,
Jock Haston,

For the. Political Bureau.
TO THE LLP.
1ith;November, 1945

R.C.P.

| Fenner Brockway,

Political Secretary, -
Independent Labour Party
Dear Comrade,
FEinclosed is a copy of a letter sént by
thé Political Bureau of the R_e\mllu-

tionary Communist - Party to the |
National Secretary of the ILabour

Party.

as outlined by us in the above men- .

independently ‘of the Labour i

conjunction with the LL.P, ourdslves’|:

General Secretary, R.C.P. .

i1}

Ed.

Tt is tlie view of the membership of
the RJCP. that a united cempaign of
all working class organisations, such
ag outlined by us in the above men-
tioned letter; is an absolute duty which
must he carried out by all members
and = organisations of the working
class. f

The IL.P. has a great responsibility
to rouse the workers in defence of the
colonial peoples. We Would be pleased
to hear what steps your organisation
has taken to force upon the Labour

| Party a campaign of opposition to the
Government’s policy of intervention,
and to know what steps you are pre-
pared to take independently of the
Labour Party and Communist Party
in the event of refusal, but in con-
jimection with the R.C.P. and other
working class organisations,
Yours fraternally,
Jock Haston,
General Secretary, R.C.F.
g For the Political Bureai,

REPLY OF

ILP TO R.C.P.

Nov. 14th, 1945.
The Revolutlondr,y Comanunist Party,
256, Harrow Road,
London, W.2.
Dear -Comrades,

We duly received your 1etLe1 of the
11th- inst., regarding the defence of
the colomal peoples.

During the past two or three months
we have unceasingly done our best in

* (Continued on Back Page.)

« hgrrassment and criticism,

What Bevin has said can be put
under three headings:

1. the formation of an Anglo-
American Commmitiee of Enquiry;
2, an. approach to the Palestinian
] problem;
3. an approach to the Jewish problem
} from. a. European point of view.

‘ The formation of a Joint Anglo-
| American Committee -of Enguiry is a
new*step taken by the British Govern-
| nient to deal with Jewish and Palestin-
uan pmblemq As far as British im-

perialism is concerned, she has liitle to

lm\ by this now auangement while
she iy sure to save herself much em-
which has
“of late heen coming at a tmqur-nt rate
| from across the Atlantic.

What concerns British imperialism is
not the fate of the Jews in Europe,
but whether Palestine is going to re-
main a bhase and & stlongh(ﬂd of the
British FEnipire. Whatever the decis-

class organisation with the Interests of the stroggle at heart, woltkd, iwmediately compe to the defence of the |jong of this Committee, it is the British
mobilise the whole of the Labour movement for .action,
The Labour Party backs up the infamons actions of the Governmient. The Communist Party does not wish to

The reply of the LLF, reveals its political bankruptey. The pamnic; of the I.L/P. leadership, their fear of a united

| army which controls Palestine, and it
is they who have the final word.

No hetter words and more camou-
flaged statement could have been made
to cover the imperialist policy that the
Labour Government is aboutb to pursue.
If we leave ‘aside all the fine and elo-
guent words of the Foreign Secretary,
we are confronted with the barve and
naked truth: ‘‘The Government cannot
divest itself of its duties and respon-
sibilities under the mandate while the
mandate continues.”’ Or in plain lan-
guage, this means; “We stay in Pales-
tine and stay there for good.”

The editorial of the ‘*Evening News”
of November 14th, comments on this:

‘““There is a British c¢iaim to Pales-

tine, not a territorial claim, but a

claim to consuderatinn, a just and

-understandmg attention to . our
vidws.”’

\Vh.zt the oditmial conceals 1s that

these claims of ‘‘consideration’ and

‘“ymderstanding’” are backed up by
tanks, <leI‘CI]Z]]3.TK“L and the British navy
which is reported to be cruising off the
shores of Palestine ready to shell the

coastal city at a moment’s notice, Tn-
deed, no territorial claims! )
What apparently caused Mr. Bevin

great alarm is the unguestioned sup-
port of the Arabs and Moslems all over
the world to.their brothers, the Arabs
in Palestine.: Bevin admitted that any
pro-Zionist policy would catse an up-
rising and disturbances all over the
Middle East, which would spread as far
as India. The British imperialists are
well aware of this, as were the Labour
leaders when thev promised Palestine
4o the Jews before the election.
According to Bevin’s statement, the
more minor details of the future puhcy
in Palestine would depend on the re-
port submitted by the Anglo-American
Committee. He also stated that before
the Committee submits its plan of re-
| commendation, an agreement is 0 be

a month!y immsgratmn of 1, 500 Jews
into Palest!ne While _?;he Labom G(_)V

crease their forces.. It is the policy. of
the British 1111]_)611d]t‘wt\ that when the
Arabs in the Middle Fast rise against
imperialist qlmely they will ,Lttempt
to use the Fionists o io]m a bridge-
head and an ally of British imperialism
in an onslaught against the colonial
peoples. :

~The Committee which is about to be
set up will investigate' the possibilit-
ies of future Jewish Immigration inte
Palestine; it will investigate the con-
ditions under which the Jews are living
today in Europe; and it will enguire as
to how many Jows want to immigrate
and where they wish to go. It is no
wonder that the Zionists strongly: re-
sent such an investigation, as it will
reveal the actual position and wishes
of Buropean Jewry. If the Jews were
given an opportunity to emigrate to
America, Canada, Australia or Eng-
land, there would he very few who
would want to emiigrate to Palestine,

Bevin went out of his way to express
his “fanxicty” as to the future weltare
of Buropean Jewry, In his short term
of office as Foreign Secretary, he has
proved himself a remarkably efficient
servant of British L JLIthHlH and
guardian of the _in.terest-s of the British
capitalist class, Can the Jews, who
have learned through bitter experience
what the promises of the democracies
are worth, once again put their faith
in the “‘sincere’ intentions of their
representatives to,sec that they will no
longer he persecuted?
| Treeds count more than words. The
working class and the Jewish people
must demand that all people of what-
ever race or creed, are given egual
rights in Europe. Those who wish to
use the democratic right of asylum
whether Jew or non-Jew, must be given
free entry into America, Britain or the
Dominions,

Palestine cannot solve the problem
of the Jews. But the British imperial-
ists use the situation to play off the
Jews against the Arabs. Palestine
must be given its independence,
gether with the other Arab states in
the Middle Bast, with full guarantees
of equal rights for the Jewish minority.

But the final solution of the Jewish
problem can only be achieved by the
abolition of the causes of race hatred
and persecution. These arise out of

ism. With a new wave of reaction, the
Jews will onde again share the fate
which has befallen Furopean Jewry
under the Nazis. :

Jaws! Do not put your faith in the
promises made by the agents of capit-
alism.  There is. only one road which
can iead to the security, which “¢an
obliterate anti-Semitism and persecu-
tion—that is, the road to Socialism.
Your only allies are the working class
of the world. The only salvation for
the dJdewish workers and the Jewish
masses lies in joining the struggle for
the overthrow of capitalism and the
establishment of a socialist system of

] 1earhed with the Arab leaders to allow ; society,

e /10111=:ts to shg;ht?v m-."-

to- -

the decay and disintegration of capital- |
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the leadership of the Party has not
given a sufficiently clear lead on the
dock sirike.” And another from the
same Branch: ‘. . . it may be necessaxy
to support strike action in the exist-
ing circumstances’” :

From  SOUTHALL BRANCH :
“ Ubjection should be made to the
Government of the use of the forces
ag strike breakers.”

From KIRKDALE AND SCOT-
LAND BEANCH (LIVERPOOL), a

.Very contused resolution, which, how-

ever, expressed the “opinion that the
"Buaiy Worker’ lagged benind in the
itk stages of tne matiomal dock
suuke and urged Congress seriously |
W oconsider tuls weakness and the
reasons for it,”

From the READING BRANCH a
resolution “ acciaiming solidarity with
the dockers in their struggle for a
decent Living.”

The WOOLWICH BRANCH :

. strongly urges a positive policy
relating our leadership to strikes.”

From the BANSTHAD BRANCH,
supporting “tne tight of the dock
WOUrkers 0 improve tneir wages ana
Uuuviuons It depiores the lack of
wowun takem by the Party amd the
lah 0f Support given by the ‘ Ualyy
veurser’ o tuis flight,”

Uniortunately, none of these resc-
wgons  tried to reiate the strike-
oueaKkng poudey of the leadership o
e geaeral policy of class collapor-
aclon carcvied out by the party during
Lite pro-war period and since the con-
Ciusion oI e war, But bhe import-
ance of these resolutions,. is, that,
uesplie  the element of confusion 1n
alinost ail ol them, they expressed the
dewsand of the membersaip. for a
raslitant policy of class strugg.e.

Foiuti, speaking for the Executive:
“Vigorvusyy avtacked bthose who had
dewpanued that the Party should de-
cisae  liseld in  favour of mass
surdies.”  (“Daily Worker”)., And
" speaking of toe dock-strike—"we

. Coustdered it il-advised’.”

'Cne real storfy of the role of the
Lhadnises  in trying to smash  the
aockers agtrike hag been fold in earlier
1ssues of tie ™ sociadist Appeal ”, Al
Laal 15 necessary Lo repeatnere is thag
tire. Communist Party leadership used
every possible method to try and
destroy tne militant movement of the
dockers and in doing so lost almost
vneir entire docks traction,

Neverineless tne pressure from the

" rank and nieof the l'arty was so trem-

enuous tuat vhe leadersnip was forced
L0 wake concessions on this scoré tu
vhe. membersmp and to admit thas
some ‘strikes might be ‘‘justified’’.
Pollipe’s “mistakes” flow from: anti-

he anembers of the Warty understood
that the policy was wrong and thav
the series of ‘istakes was not acci-
dental, but flowed from some funda-
miental fallure or fault on the part of
feudersuip and membérship alike, not
4 single resoiutien or branch speaker
suugilt w prone the root of the prob-
e, .

Lie resolution of the -Aston Branch,
for instance expressed the f'opinion
that our Party during the years of war
iias made more wrong assessmenis and
gonsequent mistakes in policy than is
compaticle with our claim to be a
scientific leadership of the Labour
movement . . . " But instead of
trying to explain why the assessments
and policies were wrong and what
assessment and policies should have
been formulated instead, the branch
made a series of very good organis-
ational suggestions, but which could
not possibiy solve the problem ahd end
the countinuation of the series of “‘mis-
takes’’ in the future.

The truth is that the false policies
of Pollitt and Co. are not mere “‘mis-
takes”’. They flow from a fundamental
brealk with Marxism nationally and in-
ternationally. The ‘‘mistakes’” of
Harry Pollitt and Earl Browder flow
from their break with Lenin’s ideas of

~ the class struggle. and the World Re-

volution, and their adoption of the
theory of “Socialism in One Country”
and the reformist policies that spring
from that theory. ’ )

Once the theory of “‘Socialism in One
Country”’—Russia—was accepted by
the Communist Internaktional; the role
of- the Communist Pariies changed.
Russia  was no longer to be protected
by the extention of Communist revol-
ntion into other countries but by dip-
lomatic and military agreement with
the capitalist class of other countries.
The role of the Stalinist organisations
bhecame that of pressure groups for the
diplomacy of the Russian bureaucracy.
Only when they understand this, will
communist workers understand the
changing policy of their parky.

THE DILEMMA

The present dileinma in which Pol-
litt and the leadership find themselves
is’ this: will Anglo-Russian foreign
policy be solved by a compromise; or
will the differences which are sharpen-
ing between these two countries grow
greater as the days go by? * -

If a compromise is reached, Pollitt
and Co. will be given the “line’:
“Tone down your criticism—Molotov
and Bevin are friends!” But if no
agreement. is’' reached and Stalin’s de-
mands are not met, the weak sides of
the Government’s policy nationally and
particularly internationizlly, will be
brought out in hostile eriticism. Pres-
sure will be brought on the Govern-
ment by this means to try and force
concesslons to Russia,

Bill Rust,, Fditer. of the ‘Daily
Worker? said they “had to raise the
question of the removal' of those who
had shown their worthlessness—notahly

ommunist theeries. whereas ‘fany ot

OLLITT ADMITS

Bevin from the foreign office.’”’ The
following day, in view of the publicity
Rust’s statement had received in the
press, Pollitt issued a statement to
the Congress, which was_in reality a
press statement saying: ‘‘The phrase
used by Comrade Rust was not an ex-
pression of the views of the Ixecutive
Committee.”” Nevertheless, the whole
episode served as a warning to the
Labour Government as to what to ex-
pect. 1f Bevin’s foreign policy is not
welcome in Moscow, then the main slo-
gan of the Communist Party will be
“Bevin nust go!” ’

“No one,” said Harry Pollitt, “‘can
watch the foreign policy at present
being carried through by the Govern-
ment without concern and alarm.”
“Britain’s future,’”” he continued,"‘de-
pends mere upon ce-operation with the
Soviet Union than on anyv other single
factor in the international situation.”

He might have added: “And the
policy of the C.P.G.B. depends more
upon this factor than upon all other
factors put together.’””  But at the
moment the line of development in the
imniediate future is by no means clear.
Hence the lack of clarity, and. the
hesitation as to the future line.

It flollows, therefore, that while for-
eign policy relations are not yeb clear,
the strike-breaking line is to be con-
tinued. Party members will receive
instructions to oppose ‘‘unconstitution-
al’”’ or “unofficial’”’ strike action. If
they fail in this, to- prevent. strike
action, the members will be instructed
to place themselves at the head of the
movement; there to behead . TUn-
official committees of shop stewards or
rank and file delegates will be fought
against tooth and nail, as will every
attempt to link up the industrial mih-
tants on a national or area scale.

TROTSKY 1S DEAD BUT™
TROTSKYISM LIVES

For many years the leadership had
proclaimed the complete elimination
and liquidation of Trotskyism. But
the Party members feel the pressure
of the Trotskyists more now than at
any time in the pastl.

The Wallsend Branch, which kad just
received a taste of Trotskyist cam-
paigning during the Municipal elec-
ticus, appealed to the Executive to
conduct a campaign to expose Trot-
skyisni. :

But inside the Party “Trotskyism’’
also appears to have reared its Lead.

A resolution from the Lambeth Bor-
ough Aggregate proposed that *‘if the
word ‘Trotskyite' be used to describe
a Party member, a full branch meet-
ing be held to thrash the matter gut.”
The educational work of the Party,
from the same branch should help to
“, . . formulate the Party ime and to
distinguish ' criticism - of the Party
from Trotskyism.”” ~ & 0 o0

—Thi§ 15 recognition o

il taet that

dreds of the best militants who dared
to criticise the policy ' of the party
Jdeadership were expelled as “Trotsky-
ites’’, and that the situation has de-
teriorated to the point where it is
necessary to adopt a more cautious
policy. But it is also an indication of
the changing mood of the local bur-
cauncrats and officials ‘who, hecause of
the bankrupty. of the policy of the
leaders, are forced to adopt a more
tolerant agtitude to the criticisms of
members of the Party rank and file.

The more critical membhers of the
Stalinist party find common cause with
‘our comrades in the day to day strug-
gles. Many of our ideas and eriticisms
are taken back inside the Party
branches. Precisely at a period when
Trotskyism is really becoming a factor
in the internal life of sections of the
Communigt- Party, the leadership are
no longer i such a happy position to
treat the oppositionby getting rid of
it as they-did in the past. -

The resolution of the Executive on
the guestion of Marxist weducation was
probably the most cynical of its resol-
utions to appear at confererce.

Marxism are often distorted,”’ it reads,
“in  the ‘interests of reformist pol-
icies . , . ' ., . it i5 especially im-
portant to maintain vigilance’’ the re-
solution continues, '‘against the illus-
ions and harmful theories of reform-
ism.'”’?

Coming from the pen of people who
have "done more to distort Marxism
than all the other falsifiers in the his-
tory of socialism, this resolution just
about takes the biscuit.

No group has sown more illusions
than the Stalinists have in the course
of this war. No group have refur-
bished the reformist illusions of the
working class collaborating peacefully
with the capitalist class and even
growing peacefully over into Socialism,
more than the Slalinists. :

The speech of Pollitt to the confer-
ence, was a complete evasion of the
fundamental issues—the destruction of
capitalism and the role of the Labour
Government at the present moment,

ATTITUDE TO THE LABOUR
GOVERNMENT

Lacking a clear Marxist background
the conference failed to establish the
role of the Labour Government.

Can the Labour Government intro-
duce_ socialism, and will the proposed
nationalisation measures take the
working class along the road to gocial~
argued that the BritishETAQOINNNN
fsm? Was Lenin wrong when he
argued that the British Labour Party
was not a Socialist Party but a party
consisting in its leadership of lackeys
of the imperialistic ruling class? - Was
Lenin wrong when he argued that the

British working class would not be-able

for the past three or four years hun-,

" .. . The theories of socialism and.

POLLITT : When the war began he
confessed he had made a “mistake’™ |”
on the nature of imperialist war. At
fhe end of the war he confessed he
had made a ‘‘mistake” in advocating
a post-war coalition with 'Cheurchill.

to take power through Parliament since
parliament was an instriment of the
ruling class?

These gquestions, which were not
even mentioned at the Congress are
the key questions which serious mem-
bers of the Communist Party must
answer, if they are
understand the development of the
class struggle in the next few years
and play a role in guiding the working
class to the complete overthrow and
destruction of capitalism. :

To sum up: this first post-war con.
gress of the C.P.G.B, demonstrated
the bankruptey of the leadership of
that party just as brutally as the first
war-time conference did in 1940,

Then Harry Pollitt had- to confess
that he did not know the difference be-
tween an imperialist war and a ‘‘pro-
gressive war.’’ That the war which
broke out In 1939 was an imperialisl
war for leot and prefit and not a war
for democracy and freedom. ” And that
he who claimed to be a  Marxist—a
scientific socialist, was in fact an utier

- fool.

And as he began the war so he
‘ended it.
of a post-war coalition governmeni
with Churchill and Eden was utter

working class.

the workers can only be led to disaster

1t -the-Stahinist-teadetship tontihnes
to pursue its present policy the
elements of the Party: will inevitably
clash “sharply with 6. )
changes somewhat, and ‘moves to the
Hleft’” the  militants will find them-
selves drawn into the struggle side by
side  with their Trotskyist comrades
and in the course of our common mili:

wili be forged which the leadership of
the Stalinist Party will find it difficult
if not impossible to break.

With a corpect attitude on our part
-we will convince them of the need for
building the Fourth, Communist Inter-
national and its British Section—the
Revolutionary Communist Party.

|as we jumped on the police lorry he-

| the police still beating the stragglers,.

to- consciously,

{Coniinued from page 1) ¢
lathis and armed with revolvers, and

hind them the students were pressing
forward. As far as the eye could see,
there was a sea of faces, and the great
s:nging ripples coming down the street.
At the front, flags and banners waving
aoove the heads of the masses and the
increasing - agiiation as the leaders
cried again and again “‘Inquilab’’ (Re-
volution) and received the roar of
‘'Zindabad’’ (Long Live!). The tempo
of the cries increased, the poise grew
and the demonsirators began to push
against the police. It seemed almost
“as If the agitation of the slogans found
expression in the excited movement of
the front ranks. A cloud of dust rais-
ed by thousands of feet rose trium-
phanily in the air above them,

Then, suddeniy, ! saw three men
falling on ‘top of each other, a vicious
lathi hitting wherever it could; the
whole of the police were hitting out
at anything and everything; a cleav-
age in the centre, going back 20 yards
or more, and then a fall away, with

cdd individuals running back pursued
as they went—a clear space left be-
tween the students and police, The
dust still rising like a cloud on the
street. 2
Then again, the slogans and a “hail
of missiles, brickbats, a gathering -to-
gether and an advance with a mighty
roar that must have echoed- through
the city, this time the whole proces-
sian surgimmg forward. A tremendous
chail of brickbats, a shop window shat-
tered with a small explosion, the police
who had been definitely hopping ahout
like strange demented chimpanzees.
under the first shower of brickbats be-
gan to retreat. A brick described a
perfect parabola and descended clean
on the head of the burly European in-
spector—but his pith helmet took the
‘shock.  The police ran, and as the
erowd surged on, turned at the cross-
road and opened. fire—the first firing.
Again’ the retreat, this time pur-
sued by the police, firing as they came.
firing forward, back into the crowd
s#rom which we had emerged 5 minutes
before, and sideways into the side
streats, along which many of the stu-
dents had retrcated,. A police lorry
started up and turned the corner into
Madan- Street with “three wounded.
“Two were lying, one injured somewhere
in_ the body, almiost unconscious, the
‘other shot in the back, groaning, and

He confessed that his pelicy .

rubbish’ and not in the interest of the

With such leaders, with such policies’ &

“hest
It the policy-

tant experiences a firm hond of unity |i°

over
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lus dhobie. The third was sitting
notding a wound just above his knee,
1ne demonstration had scbered; the
huit was tonger and the ambulance was
evacuatilg with the wounded, when
the advance commenced agam. Kach
advance and retreat had prought the
achiosphere more tense, and this attack
wus serwous and determined. Whis titne
brick-bats from both ends of the
strect, the police were firing soonen
than betore, thewr lorries were prepar-
g to move. -1t was obvious that soon
the demonstration would get through,
so we Jeft.
Chowranghi was
but tense as we stood;
were arriving in- lorries,

relatively calm,
more police
ambulances

~and motor cycles rushed towards Dhar--
“amtolla.

'ne police apparently fired
yet again after we left and a Hindu
Mahasabha leader, Dr. Syamaprasad

‘Mookherjee and two Congress leaders,

Dr. Nalinasksha Sarysl and Niherendu
Dutt Mazumder arvived and com-
menced discussion in an attempt to
obtain permission for the procession
to proceed. Whilst the discussion was
proceeding the students broke the
police cordon and the issue was detided.
iathi charges were made on the flank
of the procession as it went along Old
Court House ~Rcad toward Dalhousie
Square but with no impression. The
Calcutta students had won the .iay—
not through the Congress
or through organisation, but through
their own heroism and determined
courage.

Whatever the lessons of this day
may be, and there will be many to be
learned, one thing is certain: the Ind-
ian revolution will not fail because of
lack of the will to fight, to suffer and
to die. .

On Wednesday night there had leen
1 killed and 55 injured, of whom 3 died
later.. On ‘Lhursday afternoon. there
were 70 injured of whom 9 had died
by Friday. Altogether on ‘Thursday,
there were 15 killed and 125 injured.

Although the newspapers estimate
the demonstration to have heen 50,000
strong, the estimate of those who saw
it was well oyer 100,000, probably many
more. It was the biggest mass demon-
stration 1in Calcutta within living
memory and the extent of the rioting
was greater than in 1942. Away from
the Dharamtolla demonstration, Thurs-
day saw the emergence of crowds carry-
ing out svstematic stoppage of all
civilian transport on the roads. At
Lillooah crowds sat upon the railway
line and stopped incoming trains.

That there were lumpen and goonda
elements present is undoubted, but
more important is that the isolated
and sporadic character of the move-
ment sprang, from the predominance of
the petby bourgeocisie.- On Iriday this
found a greater expression when, al-
though there were some meetings and
processions, ‘the main activity was in

the disruption of all transport—many |

military, vehicles were burned. and
_thers' " werd ‘many -casnalties amang
ATy peisonnel, the Aniericainy alod
were réported ‘as having 26 injured,
On Thursday,; despite solid support
of the workers called out hy the Stal-
iisty, the students fajled to link with
them in demonstrations and meetings
though this was only narrowly avoided
when the students procession passed
within a short distance of the Mahomed
All Park where the workers were hold-
mg a meeting. Bv I'riday, the leader-
ship of every majer party were de-
manding retreat and withdrawal, and
had given an undertaking to Casey to
withdraw all their political workers
from the field. Here a section of the

students realised their task and toured

the areas where the military wvehicles

(Continuwed from Page 3)

our Press and Platform to arousé the
workers of Britain on behalf of our
coloured brothers. . We have been in
close association with such bodies as
the Pan-African Congress and our
brother groups’ among  the colonial
peoples. In the House of Commonsg
our Parliamentary Group are working
with those elements of the Labour
Party which desire that the Govern-
ment policy of Imperialism by proxy
should be ended. In particular we
would refer you to the special state-
ment issued by ocur Council two days
ago which will appear in this week's
“New Leader®.

We agree with you that the IL.P.
hég a great responsibility and we have
endeavoursd to discharge ‘this to the
very ‘best of our ability. We shall
continue our efforts in’ the cause of
International Socialism,

Yours fraternally,

John  MeNair

R.CP. TO LLP.
18th November, 1945,

.| General Secretary, ; ¥

LL.P. :
Dear Comrade McNair,

Your letter of the I4th inst. was
discussed at its meeting on the 17th
November. I 0

We are familiar with,the activities
of the I.L.P, as outlined by you, since
we follow your press and the day to
day work of your Party.  But the
principal point of our correspondence
seems to have escaped your attention:
“What steps are you prepared to take
independently of the Labour Party
and Communist Party (in the event
of refusal by them), to conduct a
united Wworking class campaign against

the Government and in favour of the

| areas.”

Indonesiang in conjunction with the
R.CIP. and other working  class
,otganisations

That is the crux of our letter to
the LL.P. :

- To repeat what is already known to
you from our previous letier: we’
have sent a letter to the Labour Party,
-as the mass organisation of the work-
ing class in Britain, proposing that
they should undertake the leadership
of -a campaign to. force the- Govern-
ment to withdraw British troops from
Java and Indo-China. The workers
shouid be mobilised to “refuse to
handle or ship arms and other
material to be used against the people
of Java and Indo-China,” to form a
“united front which will foree the
Labour K Government to end the pre-
sent imperialist war of colonial inter-
v}ention and to withdraw all military
personnel immediately - from = these

We have addressed ourselves to the
C.P. as the largest political organis-
ation mnext to the :Labour Party,
asking that they undertake such a
campaign. .

And we address the same appeal to
the L.L.P. What steps are you pre-
pared fo take to initiate a campaign
in’ eonjunction with our organisation
and other working class organisations?

If the leadership of the T.L.P. does
not believe that a campaign outlined
by us- is necessary, we would be
pleased to hear alternative ideas. It
you do not wish to have a joint cam-
paign together with our organisation
and other working class bodies, please
84y so, and we will all know where
you stand. ?

Trusting that the failure to answer
this point was an oversight, we awqit
a considered answer to our proposal,

Yours fraternally, .
Jock Haston,

Genenal Secrefary, R.G.P..

For a ‘Hands Off Java’ Campaign

REPLY OF
LLP. TO R.C.P.

; Nov., 21st, 1945
The General Secretary R.C.P.,
266, Harrow Road,
London, W.2,

Dear Comrade,

Thank you for your letter of the
19th in reply to mine of the 14th
regarding the proposed campaign in
favour of the Indonesians.

I note the specific question which
you pose regarding a joint campaign.
Neither the L.P. nor the C.P, would
be prepared to conduct a campaign
with  yourselves or. ourselves. Tt
would be a waste of time making
official approaches to them,

We are always prepared to collab-
orate with any workers in the struggle
against capitalism and imperialism,
but we do not think that the initiation
of 'a campaign in conjunction with
yourselves would serve any useful pur-
pose. You have your function to fulfil
and we have ours, You really do not
believe in the I.L.P. and your general
tendency is to use any collaboration
in order {o develop and put across
your own political line.

We feel, on the other hand, that,
when engaged in a campaign against
oppression one’s political line should
be, in. a mense, subordinated to the
purpose of the campaign. The cam-
paign should not exist to “boost” the
LLP. or the R.C.P. but to redress the
evil ag®inst .which it has been
organisged,

We realise that this line of thought
is 'not in accordance with your own
political and social philosophy and for
that reason we feel we can remain
comrades in- the common struggle
without the eonjunction to which you
make special reference.

Yours fraternally,
John McNair,
‘Gen. Sec,

‘Weadﬂrs”‘

1€

were being attacked: and broughi- the
situation undet contrel. It would Have
been sheer adventurism to liave sup-
ported these attacks at this stage—the
task of disrupting the military machine
was far in advance of the movement.

But retreat was not Iinevitable—
morale was and $till is high—and. that
emphasises the central lesson of the
three days—that.without the main sub-
jective factor, the revolutionary work-
ers’ party, any movement is doomed to
failure and must inevitably degenerate
into impotent adventurism.

The Calcutta events have aroused a
response throughout India—Railway
workers in Bombay have struck, stud-
ents all over the country have marched
in protest. Undoubtedly . there are
many demonstrations, many battles
yet to be fought along the road -to-
wards an independent socialist india,
but Galcutta has shown. the road, the
need and the power. ;

sl

: ;
The Bootle Times
& Nov, 2nd, 1945
-» BY TEMPUS
Keeping Our Doorstep Clean.’
“Mazo " must have an enemy in
Mersey Wand. If he is annoyed, so
are we, because.the enemy chalited
on our doorstep late on Wednesdday
night, a libel directed against ‘the
famous “Mazo"”. As we ‘entered
our office yésterday morning, there
was the slogan confronting us—an
alleged exposure of Mr. Martinson's
political careér. With mop and |
bucket we got to work speedily and
cleaned up the mess. - The burden
of ‘the 'libel in chalk was that
“Mazo” was nof a Communist.
Why the enemy should choose our
doorstep to convey thig information
we don't know, beécause we mever
sa.d that he was. Mr. Martingon |
calls himself a member of the Re-
volutionary = Communist . Party;
which, is apparently a horse of
another cglour. than the highly’
respectable ' pale pink charger
known as the Communist Party of
Great Britain, i
Perhaps our friend with the chalk
would tell us (but not on our door-
step, please!) when is a Communist
not a Communlist? If the answer js
“When he s a Trotskyite,” we,
should like to know when Trotsky
ceased to be ‘a disciple of Karl
Marx,

Gas Men’s Fi ht
ﬂe’C‘ontinuec‘; from’ page 1.) " ‘_
gestion that. the negotiating machin-

ery needed speedihg up.'’ " ‘" the
‘(they gns Workers) .are bnder.
0bli _t0 remain at wdrk, uniets

‘they give three ;months notice.” .

Mr. Dukes, followitlz the method of
Lonovan and Deakin, accused the s
workers of being misled by ‘‘extreme
elements’’ and called upon them to po.
ware «f ‘‘subversive infiuence”. Thus
‘Mr. Dukes attempted to " whits-wash
the hosses, who had provoked the
strike by their threats to dismiss gas
workera. ’ B

LESSONS OF THE GAS WORKERS'
FIGHT.

Having defeated the management
the Beckton workers have rétugrned to
work, but ‘they are determined to act
agan if negotiations do not quickly
produce results. The Manchester gas
workers are ‘still on strike and reguire
the assistance of all workers. The
urgent problem before all militant gas
workers is to link up nationally. Lon~
don should immediately link-up: with
.Manchgster and other big cities. Vic=
tory will be ensuréd with this national
rank and file organisation, This is
the important lesson flowing -from the
dockers’ struggles. B

For a national rank and file Gon-
ference of Gas Workers., -

End the N.J.1.C. for the Gas in-
dustry,

!_=or_ militant and democratic trade
urnionism. Out with the bureaucratic

leaders of the T.& G.W.U.
N.U.G.M.U. amtl 4

Fpr nationalisation without compen-
sation of the gas industry and Hs
operation under workers’' control. :

Editorial Notes : '

The Significance of. the
Dockers’ Strikes,

Where is the. Communist =

Party Going? David James
Retl;g'!on in the Soviet . .
nion - - Paul Dixon
The Russian Revolution :
;  Leon Trotsky-"
Nevember 1945
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