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20,000 CLYDE SHIP
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Demonstrate for
- Higher Wages

ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 5TH, A DEMONSTRATION OF SOME 20,000 WORKERS

decisions at Crimea.

Coneretely, what has been achieved?
An announcement to destroy Germany.
But this is a repetition of old state-
inents poured through press and radio
Stalin is to have his
way.in Poland and the London puppets
are to be liquidated in favour of the
This is an accom-

for five years.

Lublin puppets.
plished fact known for months.

No, one will shed tears over the
liquidation of London Polish except
the Anti-Soviet diehards. No one
gloats over the success of the Lublin

and conveyed the generally prevalent
atmosphere after a good dinner,
plenty of wine and expensive cigars.
at the end of all this, he concluded his
speech. with a peroration that ' far
reaching decisions” had been taken.

That is the crux of the matter.
“ Far reaching ” decisions were taken,
but they are secret decisions on which
the working classes are not to express
its opinions,

Remember the flambouyant an-
nouncement of the Atlantic Charter
and the Teheran Conference. Later
when the question became more con-
crete, Churchill revealed that the
Charter did not apply to India or

CRIMEA DECISIONS
KEPT FROM MASSES

AVALANCE OF PROPAGANDA WAS LET LOOSE AFTER THE CRIMEA CONFERENCE.
CAPITALIST, LABOUR AND STALINIST PRESS ALL OVER THE WORLD LAUDED THE
DECISIONS.

The “ Daily Worker ” announced straight from the horse’s mouth that all future wars are ended by the
To add colour and drama to the situation, all the puppet states rattled their swords,
sounded the bugles of battle, and declared war on Germany: and Japan.

the reaction of the British worlers?

That is not all, It is obvious that
some of the French colonies will be
taken away. How are these colonies—
mandated territories taken from
France and Japan-—to be disposed of?
By giving them freedom, The Ameri-
can Wall Street Journal, “ Capital”
reveated some time ago that Brituln
was forced to agree tc an American
seizure of . the Japanese colonies.
Stalin also must have put forward his
claims in the Far Hast. How were
they settled at Ciimea? Or was all
th's merely discussed and the t!.ce

- G wit t pt the Stalinsts. To |British lonies. It did t 1 23 ]
FROM MORE THAN EIGHT SHIPYARDS WAS HELD IN GLASGOW. THE DEMON- e it e sy, wuntries. Ty fach, Gey]on Tpotskylst
4 ~ bétr: 1 f Warsaw, hoth re | did t v t V7 t all, .Surs
S‘TRAMON HAD BEEN CALLED BY THE JOINT SHOP STEWARDS COMMITTEES ::m?ﬁzls. oFunda:;es;tally. tcl)'ley sz;;r pa.‘:s?r?g ;'11‘1)12. ycygi;;}é'l?nl?{o?)seimt si':d
OF FAIRFIELD'S AND JOHN BROWN'S YARDS IN SUPPORT OF THE CONFEDERATION |only, the B SmyTaTiot | that it will find a good place in his-

OF ENGINEERING AND SHIPBUILDING TRADES UNIONS’ DEMAND FOR A SUB-
STANTAL INCREASE IN WAGES.

Permission to hold the demonsira-

POST-WAR CHARTER ", the key to

atives will not fight on their behalf,

fegime T Poland, with all the pre-1939
L T b 3

spec‘res of Torror. Once again the
Polish masses will have to renew their
struggles, and look beyond Lublin:
béyend Stalin, Churchill' and Roose-

torical archives, and in any case it
was not signed by anybody and com-
mitted no one to the policy. But ome
concrete point which did remain
a secret — a point on  which

Dying in Prison

¥rom Ueyion, we learn that Comrade -
Philiip Guarawardhane is critically ill
in a prison hospital. His present illness
is due to starvation in prison ever

tion in Whiteinch Park had been | their false policy is seen in this |they must replaced them with militants "va;‘.t to the working classes abroad Stalin, Roosevelt and Churchill agreed o T Tk R Pt
refused by the Labour dominated | central idea: who will. At the same time, efforts ' for solidarity and assistance. Crimea —that was a Greek revolution. Chur- het&ayeﬂ. s Stalinist, i nlsasom ay,
Jounci, on the grounds of adherence “ Realising that the shipbuilding in- should be made to link the demands ' hdsimot solved one single problem of chill chartered the course cf aciion ‘ M S, y

to 1A(a)! Nevertheless, this did not
deter the workers, and the demon-
stration was held on some waste
ground - adjacent to the park.

dustry depends largely on the state
of foreign trade we should support
every effort to promote international
co-operation, economic and political,

those of the workers on Tyneside,
Merseyside, and all other ghipbuilaing
centreg in order that the whole trade

of the Clyd= Shipyard workers witl |

‘ha Polish workers and the peasants.

CGhurchill made one of his purple
speeches in the House of Commons.
Following a tourist guide, he described

British Imperiaiism would teke and
received the approval of Roocevelt
and Stalin.

To get a correct picture of the

Many a revolutionary has been phy-
sically. broken in the torture houses
called “ prisons” in India and Ceylon.
In spite of the prison conditions, our

; ion i : ference, simi it is | Cingal ;
In recent months there has:been a AS ILAID DOWN ATl THE umm: ra;lk \.“-(7 file throughout the ! pe" biaces he visited, the luncheons go[a:;;eszrycggtelfniereflmézrrmn;ttkiz c;r:fa ?;e t?](znasrtz:.clllc;s lz‘;rgﬂ?eﬁgrmlpe;? to
sharp discontent manifesting itself | TEHERAN CONFERENCE” (our country be mobilised iri the struggle. po attended, the banquets he §ave, |jiaitudes utiered by Churchill, echoed | and sriapit,alism are E}iped off t'%eenfari?
g.m?:r;lg t}ll.:a- \;0:_'11:163-:'15, gagt‘llc?iarly télvt?:ﬁ eRighABiE). ] : by tne “Daily Worker"— but to ex- We send our message of fraternai
in the shipbuilding industry. i This centention and hope in the amine what he failed to mention. | greetings and sympathy to Comrade

the reduction, and in many cases, the
elimination of overtime, without any
wage increases to compensate, the
average pay packet of the worker has
been birowght down to £4 17s, @d. be-
fore the deduction ' of income tax.
With income tax deductions, and bear-
ing in mind the increased cost of
living, it can e rveadily seen that
these workers 'are having a tough
time. {

At w50t there bave heon

demands Jor Increaség In wages
emanating from the boilermakers and
other sections of the industry. But

ability of the Shipping bosses to
golve the problems of the workers,
will not deceive any politically con-
scious ‘worker. Facts about the
economic position of post-war shipping
will dispel any such illusions. Out of
a total world tonnage of 72,000,000,
Britain owned 21,000,000 before the
war. In the post-war period;, the
present estimates show that it will be
halved. Correspondingly, American
!.illil)ﬁ wiil dominate the world, with a
LONLLge of 50008004,

‘These facts clearly demonstrate the
inability of British capitalism to pro

} | tc the Cq:;t.

“This Cook will serve us
| with a Peppery Dish”

LENIN ON STALIN, 3.ggesting he be removed
/| from post of General Sa

fary in his last letter
wer of W .TEeE.

| What is the attitude of Stalin, Chur-
chill and Roosevelt to the coming
European revolutions? Surely, if the
Greek situation seemed explosive: at
Teheran and decisions were made to
|put the revolution down—although
Iru:nt revealed until 12 months later—
the whole of Europe is a volcano to-
day? 'The economic chaos is deepen-
ing, starvation is on the order of the
day. The destruetion of the German
military machine will unleash the
working class of Germany and Europe
for the seizure of power.
“Big Three! arrange

Did the
heir plans tn}

Phillip Guarawardhane,

Resolutions of protest should be
sc_:nt to the Colonial Office, demanding
his immediate release.

agreed to settle their claims at a
future date at the point of -a bayonet?
Churchill did not utter a word on this
question. 3
For some time now a conflict has
been going on in the Middle East,
Britain demanded oil cencessions in
Irag; the Americans put forward the

‘ on each occasion the wnlrkt:rs' condi- vide, even the pre-war standards of deal -viﬂ_th_- the situation’ It Is obvieus same d w FHERn aiso spoke:
L tions have remained unchahged, and | jiving for the workers. They will t:«?::“t‘lr:: ltemtlhmust hgve been a'm:‘l:joz_ I‘-Oﬂ-‘f‘ﬂy‘,‘g i # A0 chipfs—
PIPPIROTITI PN, |1 {tude of the workers at this | pave (o fa pitter struggles ahead, l_‘L REVEN on the agenda. It is obviouy | apparently Chufehall les:Hed wo ™

after .r'r‘.nr.hinp: Yalta, Fedving totinse .

what plang were devised and plotted
P T Ry To Ay G 1 T e Ty Y O



-ﬂ%‘.ﬁgtﬁ *ia“g #
. demands ¢ increas

‘have been
©in | wages
emanating from the boilermakers and
other sections of the industry. But
on each ocecasion the workers' condi-
tions have remained unchanged, and
the attitude of the workers at this
meeting was such that it is clear they
are in no mood to be trifled with, At
the meeting, however, the organisers
and speakers demonstrated that they
had no intention of carrying out a
militant struggle. So far, this move-
ment is largely under the domination
of local Stalinists, who are sowing all
the illusions associated with * their
policy of post-war - capital-labour
collaboration, and who are beheading
any attempt at militant action,

In a Manifesto issued in the name
of Stalinist-controlled John Brown's
Shop Btewards' Association headed
“THE SHIPBUILDING WORKERS

hal ved. Correspondingly, American
ships wiil dominate the world, with a
tonunage of 50,008,000, A

“These facts clearly demonstrate the
inability of British capitalism to pro
vide., even the pre-war standards of
living for the workers. They will
have to face bitter struggles ahead,
and only such struggles, leading
ultimately to workers’ power, will solve
their problems, provide full employ-
ment and a higher standard of living.

The workers, backing the demands
on which the trade union leaders are
procceding, must see to it that they
force these people to. wage a real
struggle to obtain  them. As " an
essential step towards their achieve-
ment, they must assort the independ-
ence of their Factory and Trade Union
organisations from the employers and
the state machine. They must demand
an immediate end to the indusirial

truce, and if their present represent-

‘DEMOCRACY’

As Seen by Golonial Workers

BY M. NAIDU

THE BRITISH WORKERS HAVE BEEN TOLD A GRFAT
DEAL RECENTLY ABOUT THE ATROCIOUS CONDITIONS
IN THE GERMAN AND JAPANESE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES.
BUT THE PRESS CAREFULLY EXCLUDES ALL NEWS OF

THE INDIGNITIES
THE COLONIAL MASSES

The following facts from the
Bulletin of the IF.T.U. reveals the
conditions in Nigeria, which is typical
of British imperialist exploitation in
the African colonies.

With a superfluity of natural and
mineral resources, Nigeria is one of
the largest and wealthiest of the
British colonies. Social conditions
are probably more drastically ve-
vealed by the following instances than
by anything else: Child labour is not
unusual, even in tin and coal mines.
Children are employed for. 12 hours
at 2/- a day. Enquiries made by the
Works Committees havie shown that
children between the ages of 9 and 12
frequently have to carry heavy loads
weighing up to 65 Ibs.

Wages of coloured bus drivers and
conducters vary between 2/6 and 6/6
per day, whereas no European em-
ployee is employed at less than £350
per annum,

Nigerian workers had to wage a
bitter struggle to get legal recognition
of their trade unions. Until 1938, the
Unions in Nigeria were illegal. . Since
then they have grown so rapidly that
the membership now stands at 400,000,
with a national trade mnion centre,
and 34 affiliated organisations,

AND SUFFERINGS IMPOSED UPON
BY BRITISH IMPERIALISM.

Persecution of militant workers pro-

ceeds unabated, and elementary
democratic rights 'are denied. the
workers. 'The militant president of

the Railwaymen is still in prison and
the Nigerian Trade Union Congress
adopted- a unanimous resolution
demanding his release.

Wallace Johnson, the West African
delegate to the World Trade Union
Conference held in London last month,
came straight to the Conference from
prison. He was sentenced in 1936 and
remained in prison till a few weeks
ago. :

In 1936, Johnson published the case
of a Negro who was tied and flogged
till he died. The facts were clearly

- established and were not denied by
the Government. But to publish them
was sedition, and se Wallace Johnson
was put behind bars,

He had been sentenced to a term of
one year. Butin the colonial countries,
once a man is imprisoned for a
political offence, whatever the term of

SO
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(Continued on pay'e )

f from post of General
f ‘ t the F en

Witches’

CRIMEA CONFERENCE—

Brew to Crush Workers’
Revolutions.

Reprinted from the American Trotskyist

iy l,n his last letter
ulur of Iv. tee. "

“ Militant.”

‘ L]
day, he destruetion of the German
military machine will unleagh the
wprking c¢lass of Germany and Europe
for the'ne-lswre of power. Did the
""Blg Three ! arrange heir plans to
deal with the situatio It i1s obvicus

BN

probiemi on the agenda. It is obvious
what plans were devised and plotted
against the working®class. But these
*“far reaching” decisions were not
'revealed to the masses.

! 'The Stalinists would cynically say
that the Conference decided to sup-
port the democratic demands of the
j masses. If so, why the secrecy? if
+ Churchill would have announced after
i Teheran that the Greek ~evolution
‘wotild be crushed, and Stalin had
sanctlioned it's crashing, o5 he did
after the event, what would have been

that this item miust have been a‘majm-}

RTVRTIONIN O The oraer Dimvne ™

e W
question,

For some time now a conflict has
been going on in the Middle East,
Britain demanded oil concessions in
Irag; the Americans put forward the

same  d spoke:
IRooueyelt RS ¥ eh A5 —
apparently Ch ed v ks

after reaching Yaita. Feﬂﬂu@" tol

the British imperialist grip in the
Middle East, he decided to entertain
the Arab chiefs. Once again, what
was decided over the Middle East?
Was the fate of Palestine discussed?

Who is to get the oil concessions?
Churchill is silent.

A

(Continued on page 4.)

OUT OF PRISON 1IN

The ‘‘crime’’ these class war prison-
ers were convicted on was that they
., . did accept as the ideal formula

5 NURSES CHARGED

Kindness to German Prisoners

The ‘‘Daily Herald'' of Feb. 26th,
reports that five young nurses of the
Florence Nightingale Hospital, Bury,
Lancs., were to appear in court a few
days later.

These nurses were to be clarged
under the Prisoners of War and Inter-
nees Access and Communications Order
and the alleged crime: giving cigar=-
ettes, scarves and socks fto German
prisoners of war undergoing treatment
at the hqspital—a simple, humanitar-
ian act.

At the top, the ruling class are able
to fraternise with leaders of the ‘‘en-
emy mations'’, as has been reported on
many occasions in the capitalist press.
Nazi officers are shown every consider-
ation and the “Daily Express’’ now
publishes the “‘inside dope’ given b
?lae notorious fascist, Count Grandi
or which we have no doubt he was

well paid. But the poor little nurse
cannot give a packet of fags to plain
“‘Fritz Schmidt” without being hauled
up in court as a criminal.

In Germany we have no doubt, that
the GGerman hurses, who are no differ-
ent from the British nurses, are also
being hauled up 1n court for giving the
British Tommies little ecomforts of a
similar kind.

In face of the violent anti-German—
Vansittart, race hate campaign, this
gesture of fraternisation, not conscious
socialist fraternisation but humanitar-
ian fraternisation, should be welcomed
by the Labour movement. The local
Trades and Labour coiincils should de-
fend these nurses, take their action to
heart and seek to establish a conscious
organised contact between the Ilocal
workers' movement and the German
prisoners of war.

for the carrying out of their said ob-
jeatwes, the Russian Revolution of
1917, whereby the then existing Gov-
ernment of Russia was overthrown by
force and violence."”” 1In other words,
their crime consisted in that they were
striving to establish in the United
States a Government of the working
class in accordance with the ideas and
principles of Lenin and the Bolsheviks
in the Russian Revolution.

The principal witniess for the accus-
ed was Comrade J. P. Cannon, who
was a founder of the Communist Party
of America. The Counsel for the De-
fence was Comrade Albert Goldman,
also one of the accused and a leading
member of the American Trotskyist
Party. Together, one questioning, the
other answering, in their evidence in
court, they traced the entire case for
somahqm and the method of achieving
it. This cross examination by Gold-
man and the answers by Cannon,
which has heen published in this coun-
try under the title “A.B.€. OF TROT-
SKYISM " will go down in history as
clagsic presentation of the case for
socialism in a class trial.

By imprisoning the Trotskyists, the
American capitalists hoped o terrorise
the movement and arrest its develop-

_ ’ : 3

>

© ment,

sthe second world war,

U.S. TROTSKYIST
LEADERS RELEASED

ON JANUARY 24TH, 1945, 12 OF THE 18 LEADERS OF
THE SOCIALIST WORKERS' PARTY OF AMERICA WERE
RELEASED FROM PRISON. THE OTHER SIX CAME
OCTOBER LAST.

These 18 leaders of the Socialist Workers’ Party and members
of the Minneapolis Truck Drivers’ Union, were railroaded to jail
on December 31st, 1943, under the Smith Gag Act, which is
universally recognised as a violation of the Bill of Rights.

But the signal growth of the
American  Party eloquently testifies
that revolutionary ideas and the revol-
utionary party cannot be intimidated.
After the imprisonment of the 18,
scores of American Trade Unions pass-
ed resolutions protesting against the
convictions and demanding their re-
lease. 12,000 people sigm—sd a petition
to the President demanding the un-
conditional  pardon of the prisoners.
The Defence Committee received the
support of more than 400 Trade Union,
Negro, and fraternal organisations re-
presenting more than 4,000,000 work-
ers.
But the petition was flatly turned
down hy the Department of Justice.
In December, thg Supreme Court re-
fused to review the case. although
this was the first case under the in-
famous “‘Smith Gag’ Act. At the
same - time, the QHpreme (Court, de-
monstrating its class basis, reversed
the conviction of Hartzel and B
two avowed Hitlerite propagandists.
We add our voice to the welcome
given to our released comrades by
their comrades in the Socialist Work-
ers’ Party nn(l the advanced workers
in the .S Their imprisonment,
the most ql;_mﬁmnt anti-labour action
of the American capitalist class during -
has added to
the prestige of our American brother
Party, as the militant revolutionary
socialist party of the workmg class.




E}Om a Soldier.
in Italy

VIRLATE., taly.
: 8.2.4

Dear Comrade,

The news regarding the by-election
is_very encouraging. The Hansards
you “are gending” dre‘ceitainly’ of:dn~

' lave spoker to ‘sonte chaps who
recently returned from Greece, but
none ‘of them helped to clarify the pol-
itredl sitnation. However, | was shown
twio 1eaflets that ELAS tried to distri-
bute among Biitish troops—they were
poorly ' printed cand - composed. Here
they are:-—

1. British Officers and Soldiers

Why do you shot us your allies?
Refuse violation of Atlantic and
Téheran's Chart our people is fight~
ing for freedom and democracy.
We endeavour to defeat Fascism.
Help us.

EAM.

amel Shame! on Generall Soabie.

: gﬁmaum #mrderetaﬂhﬂméﬂ

women_and children!

Seobie's - air’ Foree machipe-gunned
olir sacred suburb Kessarignj!*
Even tgle Germans never dared to
do such a thing! Kessariani fought
victoriously i for  three-and a half
years against :the: barbarous Ger-
man-and, logal Fascists..
JMEassariani won't, give. up!l
Gregh,:paggle won't give up!
Death to Fascism.
'L’ilsgi-ty t0' the People.

* Kess

51% opolis

It:can be scen from these that there
was.no glass appeal to the British. sol-
diers of intervention.

Onereyo witness -was, sickened by the

2.

AM.
ariani is the suburh in which is

slaughter in Omenia, Square,; (when
Greek police machine-gunned EAM
dethontrators).  Slbgans wore' serawl-

ed it the paveinents With the 'blood of
the dead. PE oial ;

_ELAS seemed to have suffered about
12,000 casualties in the recent fighting
owt Jof oo force iof! 200000 in - Abtica:
Théir dutal forees in Greece number up
ta 155,000 troops. f f

The Ruyssians have been conscripting
large numbers of the Gérman minorit-
ies” it Bulgarfa, Roumania and Jugo-
Russia. 'The'

slavia for forced’ labour in:

| One

whilst 1y opposite number in
affigers may stil] look:spruce -and;clean;
and needless to say, rather contented.

In my mess-deck, which is by no
means the most overcrowded on the

rboat, thepe are 312 wmen, 232 of whom,

Liave hammocks for sleepmg,” the rest]

5 having rballiases. !

There are 20 men per table, c-;cqp“ﬁ

for odd tables whidh have ‘been short)
ened to make room for support pillars.

EadH" tablé is: ‘about 15 feed tong and
ther@ is @ space of about 1 foot betiveen
the #renches of radjacenit tables: Hardly
the conditions  of a’ Mansion © House
dinner, Mr. Churchill!

‘‘HEALTH HINTS IN TROPICAL
GLIMES "’

Our booklet further states that cou-
stipation-is:a ‘danger to tho hoalth, to
be scrupulonsly avoided. Thesauthor
can - eertianly - nevert have waited: for
10 ‘minutes to: half an hour for the use
of a smelly lavatory. . By afternoen or.
evening the  stench, is indeseribable—

.enough to make any man»prefer thej

unknown dangers of constipation . fo
the . ohvions dangers of infection and
contagion, ' e

These places, mark you, open without
doors - (though indirectly) onto the
mess deck where we live our lives and
eat, our faod.

There arve no laundry’ facilities' and
thouph taiifew ‘goie for dab:washing
the majoritybhavelito! be content s be
dirty. "1 baven'tiihad a chahpesof
clothes for a fortaiight: despite wakhing
I have done, 45

Most' of the men have no previous
experience of conditions so bad ‘as thiy
and' are inclined” to’ treat therm: ax)
purely temporary; but they have taken

i the Tundamental lTesson +to heart: that

the:iofficers «are - race mpart;, drawing
their | privileges from the degradation
of ihe O.R./s and) totally opposed to
theny, in; habit_and. outlook. 2
The censorship’ forbids ‘any mrention
of condition's, it a'ldrge: propertion
have mentionéd theri und déndemndd
themni in! théir letters——onlyoto have the:
letter. returmed with a graceful - note:
demanding that they. rewrite/it.: Thosd
whe refused rvepeived.jankers for - thein |
pains—they weren't changed, they wera
merely given extra duties without re-
dress, right of appeal or any. discussion |
of their right,  Military or polifical
securily, My Churchill 2 i
| Ant officer wgetsi his - nmieals  served.
dogsntt: meed to - understand
reuch tocsee thesdiscrepancy: betweent

thoir mesls and ours.

lia;mn;\uthmt?d Tiis intewest in his
i

mbal; our,officdr, 4 he is net disposed

tb go, on deck foria. stroll, may use

1,000 miners employeq at the Sevén

Neath Constituency) stopped work for
three days from the 13th to the 15th
(Felraary, to'‘protest against'the dis-
crimination against miners shown by
the coal-owners agent, Major" Phillips.
DA Sdinmon s was? served ‘oh i vouty
miner. more than three months after

tMines Act .of 1911,, while si‘ru’i‘la.r con-
raventions by officials of 'the comphry
Jhave’ been ‘condoned ' by - the omnerd.

If; any justification for the action, ef
sthe miners in striking is necessary, we
necd “ofily gquote” ‘the "opening rémarks
of »the proseeuting ' selicithn . o the
County, court, which met. on, Friday,
‘Y6th Febriary, to try the ¢hse, “THE

DISCIPLINE,"” he said, ‘‘ if they, are
going to have to go on producing coal.”’

rawners mean by maintaining diseipline,
w The miner was insfruced to_proceed

Sisters’ Colliery, West 'Wales (in the

thet alleged infringement | of the Cloal

COMPANY  HAVE: "TO -MAINTAIN/

'Fhen the: proceeded to, explain what, the

| Seven Sisters Strike

the |

to a certain working place by the fire-
man, Parfitt. He protested that the
atmosphere was thick with dust, and
that| ity was. unhealthy. He asked for |
an increased rate, or to be sent to a
less unhealthy working place. ~ This
according to the 'miner evoked “a
‘stream’ of: ‘abuse from .the fireman,
who apparently felt “‘belittled’’, he-
‘oause’ he-'could not! hold His own in_
the argument. He turned on the
miner: ‘‘Get out,. you ignorant pig!
You are a'coWard comingsback herej|
from ‘the R.ALF.1"

Incensed by  the am ﬂca}ipns,
miner grabbed  hi:
threw it at the }z‘e_&d fof the fifeman,
‘necessitating the insertien’ of4 'stitch.g
The conrt™found the miner guilty, and"
ordered him to pay fine, witness fees,
‘advocates fees and costsy

And so ‘-e,q%: any offeials. will re-
furn to th?' allierye and. proceed, ta:
“maintain discipline’’ with curse and
invective, until such time dbtHe mines

the

are owned and;“emﬁl'@“&@{- by &
' miners. L8 B W

Labour Council
. In November 1944, the Neath Cor-
poration. Gas workers approached 'the
Neath Borough Council, which is cons
trojled by Laboyr, and requested that
they’ B~ acctrded the: same’ privileges
regardiiig "Holidays, ‘as' Had been‘given
to .ather; Corporation, employees;

The gas workers approached individ-
ual “Labour> Gouncillors: who' promised
their support:.:
Council met to consider the Gas wori-
ers’ request for 12 days’ holiday an-
nually, -these -Labour -Councillors..gave
the: workers, a blunt refusal.

A 12 hour strike followed, and /thé
case was subSequently taken béfore the
Regional and MNational, Gas Gobunails,

-both of which turned down the work-
ers| demands.
The workers then| notified; t.]‘.o-MiE
sty of Labour that®a‘disptite existé
and asked for an arbitratign tri [
to settleithe @ispute 2 That) wase
mohths ago, and still mothjn®" AN
dorle. Thé w’clrkél"ﬂ"'pathin,p\”’
to 'be nearing exhaustion, %8" 'ta . t
mee"ting of the Gas Worker jsg gnadl.

t‘iﬂ::l the

- s

lst or-2nd class lounge,
Wiy | e W~ ) A

1
"

BUT:-.. . whem  ‘the

| an %ﬁ%rﬁﬁlit.v. to grant B

DEMAND HOLIDAYS

Protects Bosses

of the N,U.G.M.W., held on Sunday,
18th February, it was decided to givd
the Couticil' notice of "the Workers’
tention to 'strike on’ THursday; '22na
February. } Al DEAT-90 2l

Now the TLabour €éuneil is’ hiding

| behind the skirts of° tHe " Regional® Gas

Conncil, ont which it alk the owfiers  of
thet privat companibs in the district,
who ' 'willobviousty resist granting the
; meathg workers! ' demandi/becausei i the
eath workers win, the workers in the
privately owned works will have a good
case to make a similar demand.
Thc;l- Labour ('uum-ignr, W'lhoﬁ make
Lspeeches abaut mono a5 dand the cap-
L‘%istlﬁﬁﬂ Kifig the ﬁ;ﬂ%{‘of’;tho work-
Ee , woul® do well to put their election
promises into action. Here they have
i 2 well deserv-
t g‘i tof their| awil employces.
Ny K

aviour durmg the past few months
they | haje, Becomel/ ddpitalist-

loloyer-conscions: At least this is

Workers [of Neath

it the gt workeps bél’hhwe, fmld‘ 'cjlu ¥
t forced to resort to the only lan-
LR q{'f‘hnt e:nj;t(%#ra undepataad

electric Jamp and ¥or whom no work was available,

the'} *

viouse froin their be- | |

[

. On Thursday, February. 15th, a sit-
‘down' strike involving some 16 to 1700
‘workers, took place at a Government
‘Ordnance factory on Clydeside. The.
issue was_basically one of trade union
organisation aqd" has important sig-
hificance for the working class move-
ment as a whole. ]

= The management  gave instructions
on the night shift of Tuesday, Febru-
sary: 13th-t4thy that a- dilutes. Gun
‘Borer. be removevd from hijs machine
and be replaced. by a skilled Grinder

The dilutee objected to this move
"because the skjlled man. was. a, non-
Trade Unionist, while he, the dilutee
was a Trade Union member, His cbh-
 jection Was in line A long'stnnding
| decision of the Shop Stewards Com=
' mittée- that no non-Trade. Unionist
would, receive prefgrence aver a: Union
member, 4 ;

¥ After: 24 hours of“econstant’ negotis
ation a deadlock was reached when
the manager-persisted: thatr they would:
brook no interference from tHe Shop
Btewards’ Cormimitted on ailéstiéng <of
jnanagerial functions.

A meeting of night shop stewards
'ii{ah.i- in}ﬁ‘liééiﬁ{te]y L-Dd']w::ﬁed:f };:ﬁdr L
\degidad to down, .tools if the, position
Swas ot rectiied. <+ IR '

The matter was not rectified by thei
specified time, whereupon 1,600 work-
‘ers=—skifled:and unskilled alike-—staged/
a sit-town strike:
non-Trade Unionist continued. at : his
maching, for, the, rest of the shift.

On. the arvival of the:day. shiff; a
massmeeting  was called, at whichy, a
motion,; was proposed. endopsing . the
action of the night, shift, workers and,
tHat their decision. coyer B?t-}‘l}- shifts.
This, was. seconded. from every . carner
of the meeting of the 1,600 to 1,700
workers present. Only one ~vote
against the ‘motion, Nether the: Cant
yenor rorthe Sub<Clonvenor were pred
sentwt the meeting and had to bei in-

Only: the. skilled |

"The management refused to negoti-
ate while the strike was in progress,
and the Shop Stewards Executive re-
ccommended a resumption of work pend:
ing negotiations which was accepted.
The Executive were instructed at the
same ‘time to deal avith the uompi-ling

of “‘black’ lists of workers for ba
time-keeping, ahsenteeism, efe., by the
Faotory “Labour Office.”

The Shop Stewards Executive  in-
strueted- the Convenor and Sub-Con-
venor to approach the manager and
arrange a meeting between the man-
ager and the Executive, or failing the
full ' excentive, six of its. members.
Their terms of reference were to ar-
range this meeting—nothing else.

L But after’ two sessions with the
manager, the Convenor and Sub-Con~
venor returned, only to report that

y..had d the limitation of their
ﬁgmﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁen@ and had negotiated
a. compromise with the manager—viz.
that a skilled Trade Unionist be placed

on the machine, '

/ 1u theiface of strong opposition from
%’ manority of dmilitent shop stewards,
the Shop Btewards Committee, which
isydonrinated by members and support-
ers of the renegade Stalinist Party
‘endorsed: ! "this * blatant 'hureaucratic:
sell-out, by the Convenor and Sub-
‘Convenor, and the dispute fizsled out.
dailure; of  the militants to call a mass
meeting to report back to the workers
Limmediately it was khown that a sell-
cout. had occurred, has left the Shop
Btewards” Committee in the controll of
the Stalinists against whom there is
Zrowing  opposition: ¢

The  strike'' demonstrated ' the

in-

'stinotive ' rallying: of - the: workers 'to!
bhoss

defend” their- class organisations.
also ‘déemonstrated.-the need to replace

the existing: bureaucratic Stalinist
leadership, with: a militant leadership.
who will struggle:for: the establishment:.
of | the closed shop on an industrial

union 'basis, thereby 'opposing the'
operation of ' the dilution' agreement}
and which will' fight”against' the mach-"
ingtions ' of the management's stooge-
{Labour- Office™ ' 'with ' its black - lists

formed ofl ithe! decisions taken,;

-and ¢ 'disorimination’ against:c militant:
l-workers. (it kb
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 EDITORIAL
Pollitt Prepares
for Right Turn

The summary of a report by Harry Pollitt to the Executive
Committee of the National Communist Party of Great Britain, is
printed in the February 24th, 1945, issue of * World News and
Viewsa"” In this report Pollitt makes some points which we wish
to dfaw to'the attention of C.P. members and sympathisers in
this editorial column, 3

Hailing the decisions of the Crimea Conference, Pollitt states
that “these decisions are of a character which profoundly effects
the whole future of mankind. . . . Particular attention must be
called ta the close and continuing collaboration of all peace lqving
people as essential ‘TO- REMOVE THE POLITICAL CAUSES
of WAR'.”

Now, ‘the “political, economic and social causes of war ", as
every socialist or communist schoolboy knows, are the imperialist
antagonisms which arise out of the capitalist system of production
and empire expansion. ~Pollitt knows. this. He has written and
spoken it thousands of times in the past,

To remove the causes of war, capitalism must be destroyed.
Lenin and Trotsky, the greatest Marxists of their day, taught
this to communist workers from the outbreak of the last imperialist
war until the day of their deaths.  But Pollitt now tells the
workers that the capitalist politicians and imperialist represent-
atives, Churchill and Roosevelt, can end imperialist war, simply
because they arrive at a secret agreement with Joseph Stalin.

The decisions arrived at in Yalta, were decisions to parcel out
Europe into spheres of influence between Stalin and the bureau-
cracy he represents on the one hand, and Churchill and Roosevelt
representing the most: rapacious world imperialists .on the other
hand. They were decisions to maintain capitalism, by force of
arms, throughout Europe, and to parcel out.the world between
Anglo-American imperialism and their satelite gtates.

& e

High up on the agenda at Yalta was the suppression of any
revoluticnary movement of the Buropean working class and

sant masses which would be aimed at the overthrow of the
existing' capitalisy regimes and the establishment of Socialism.
And the overthrow of capitalism and the establishment of socialism
in Europe and thronghout the world is the only possible step which
will “remove the political, economic and social causes of war ™.

1 of a citizen of the Soviet Union and

The military oath taken by the men
of the Red Army was in its first form |°*

as follows: N

“ In entering hereby into the com-
munity of the Red Army of workers
and peasants, and taking upon myself
deliberately and of my own free will
the duty of giving aid in the hard and
holy wars of the oppressed peoples, |
swear to my brothers in arms, to the
whole nation of workers and to my own
revolutionary conscience that 1 am
ready to fight worthily and without
fear, treachery or misgiving for the
great cause for which the children of
the best families of workers and peas-
ants have already given their lives, for
the victory of the Soviet power and the
triumph of socialism.’’

On taking over the War Cominissar-
iat, Trotsky devised a mnew form of
military oath, which bound the soldiers
of the Red Army to serve not merely
Qoviet Russia and the Russian work-
ers, but the proletariat of the whole
world:

¢ (1) 1, son of working-class parents
and a citizen of the Union of Socalist
soviet Republics, assume the title of
a soldier in the Army of Workers and
Peasants. :

¢ (2) Before the workers of the

Union of Socialist__Soviet Republics,
and_the_whole _world | pledge myself
to bear this title in honour, to learn
the art of war conscientiously and to
cherish as the apple of my eye the
property of the people and protect it
against all robbery and destruction.
. f°(3) 1 pledge myself to observe
revolutionary discipline strictly and
resoiutely and to obey without demur
all orders given me by the commanders
set over me by the government of.
workers and peasants.

' (4) | pledge myself to abstain from
all actions derogatory to the dignity

to restrain my comrades from such

D AR
0TS

By ERIC WOLLENBURG

Eiic Wollenburg was a German Officer who came
over to the Bolsheviks in the Russian Revolution,
and was intimately connected with the building
of the Red Army in the early days. This section
republished here from his book “ The Red Army” (Secker and
Warburg) throws a light on the differences between the revolu-
tionary conception of a Workers Army and the  Stalinists
Bureaucratic conception. Wollenburg’s conclusions on the
nature of the Soviet Union are false, but the book contains.
a wealth of factual material on the role of Trotsky in building
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TROTSKY

MY U

| by a well-paid metal workers.

actions, and to direct my every action

R i

the Red Army. — Ed.
and thought towards the freeing of

all work
Tt (5) | pledge myself to respond to,

the first call from the government of
workers and peasanis by placing myself
at Its disposal for the- defence of the
rgpublic of workers and peasants
against any attack and peril from any
enemy, and to spare neither my stren-
gth nor my life in battle for the
Union of gocialist Soviet Republics and
for the cause of socialism and. the
fraternizafioh of all races..
“—T(6) May the scorn of all be my lot
and may the hard hand of the revolu-
tionary law punish me, if ever with
evil intent 1 break this my solemn
oath!”’

The entire political educational work
in the ranks of the Red Army was
permeated at first by this spirit of
internationalism. The magnitude of
the mission it set itself becomes ap-
parent when we realize that the peas-

STALIN

'RED ARMY UNDER |

brought all the old titles and
Czarist decorations back again.
This is an act of counter-revolution.

This picture of a Bussian
Marshal — Zhukov — is eloquent
testimony of the degeneration.
With all the decorations including
diamond ~ studded gold stars, he
coudd well be taken for an under-
stufly of a capitalist general
pad of a leading fighter of a

J¢s o month — corresponding
y to the same earnings of a
4al worker—today the differ-

fiation between the Russian

ficers and men is greater fhan

t In capitalist Britain,

ants constituted far the greater part
of the army, But, as Gussov wrote in
1921, “If the Tsar’s barracks; SCHODIS]
and press were able to turn the peas-
ants into soldiers capable of shooting
down their fathers and brothers, why
should not we accomplish the task of
greating from those same_peasants an
army that would give assistance to the:

or T i

The leadership of the army was
undertaken by the threefold authority
of commander, commissar and political
administrator. The military leadership
devolved on the commander. The office
of commissar was created in order to
keep the commanders under political
observation, Additional to these was
the ¢ Political Administration ' of  the
Army, which was a component part of
the War Commissariat (later known
as the Defence Commissariat); this
was an institution of some importance,
subject, however, to the immediate con-
trol of the Party. The first chief of
the Political Administration was Gus-
sov  his successor was Bubnov, who
Fave -way in turn to Gamarmik, the
last-named holding offite until May |
| 1937. _All three were Wembers of the
| Central Committee of: the Communigh
\Party of the Soviet Union,

The Political Administration: worked
through'' the instrumentality of the
Party Cells. which existed in every
unit from the general staff down: to
the companics. = As'long as Leninls
Party principles that “every member
of the Party is responsible for the
whole: Party, and the Party is respon-
sible for every individual)’’ held good,
these Party cells were able: to- deal
with every political question arising
within the army, and took a hand: in-
shaping: the Party policy on' the basis
of democratic centralism: Moreover;
they exercised a political and moral
control -ever- hoth their{ own members
and mnon-party officers-and. soldiers.

Finally, the Political Administration’
organized and directed the whole of
the vast cultural and political eduens

| communis. | Withott thic , theonetdn

In 1924 the pay of a corps-com-
mander was 150 roubles a month,
corresponding roughly to that earned
It was
thus 25 roubles a month below the
Party maximum,’’ i.e. the largest
monthly salary that a Party member

| was_ ‘aHowed to accept in those days.

The commander of a division receive
100 roubles a month, and a company-
commander 43 ruuf:les. A group-
leader - (non-commissioned officer) re-
ceived only 15 roubles a month,

There: was. at that time no special
officers’ mess,. The, meals of officers
Enﬂ. men. were prepared in the same
itchens. Communist. officers. seldom
wore, the. badges of their rank when
off.duty; and freguently dispensed with
them, even when. on. duty. At that
time the Red Army acknowledged a
relationship, of superior and subordin-
ate only during the performance of
military duty, and In any case every
soldier knew his commanding . officer
with or without badges of rank.

Officers’ . servants were abolished.
T He officers had therefore to clean their
own boots: I remember another in-
cident in 1925, whith:took place at a
summer campo in! the Volga district.
While the troops were on duty, a
private, who happened to he-a peasant
from the German WVaolga settlements,
was sent to his company-commander’s
tent te fetchi a maps  Happening to
notice: that  his commanding: ‘officer’s
hoots were idirty, he:sat down: outside
the tent and  began: to cléan them.
The consequence of his action; was a
complaint against both| the: officer. in
question-and the secretary of the com-
pany’s: Party cell.

The officer’ was able to prove him-
self "innocent ' of’ this ““‘relapse’ into
Tsarist 'abuses,’ but the cell sceretary
was' 1'epri111um.ied' for ‘failing to' give'
the soldier sufficient instruction in
proletarian class-consciousness. There-
after the regimental” diamatic ~ sgciety
prodiced “a_niinher ‘of 'scenés of 'bar-
rack-room life in Tearist days, 'in
which ' officers’ servants’ and’  boot-
polishing ' were the “priticipal themes.

('lThe _‘ba:sliu m}iﬂssiun.’ of.. the . politieal
e llGﬂ-t:L(Hlﬂs WORK Was,, 'nlh'—guﬁm Wl'Dte
in 1921 when. head of, the, .1%%@1
Administration, ‘to turn a large pro-[
portien. of. the. peasamnts. into. . inter-
national communists and. the rest—aor,
at, least;, the younger. generation—Into
sympathetic supporiers: of the idea, of |
a revolutiomary war of aggression, be-
cause the idea of a revolutionary war
of defence, was ome which the peasant
could grasp  comparatively easily.'’'
Gussay, also; gave the following prac-’
tical: hints for. the performance.’of this
international ednpeational work:
 “Education in the spirit of; intern.
nationzlism naturally  presupposés; in
b the first.place that the Red Army man.
will: ber: familifi h: the/ A.B.C.. of :

basis we:can: make. no' progress. The:
orux ofrthe matter is:-nat; however, ;i
he found (in an- abstract internationals’
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High up on the agenda at Yalta was the suppression of any
revoluticnary movement of  the European working class and

. _which would be aimed at the overthrow of the
existing' capitalisy regimes and the estabhishment or soctalizu, ||

And the overthrow of capitalism and the establishment of socialism
in Europe and throughout the world is the only possible step which
will *“ remove the political, economic and social causes of war”.
Pollitt knows this. He has written and spoken it thousands of
times in. the past. :

The Yalta decisions and the agreements which will be arrived at
at San Francisco—and after San Francisco—therefcre, can only
be stop gaps in preparation for a new world bloodbath while the
capitalists remain in power. ¥ ; 1
and to call upon them to struggle against, the Crimea decisions
and for the overthrow' of capitalism, Pollitt helps the gangster
imperialists to prepare the new bloodbath a few years hence.

Pollitt states that Xt is. also necessary for us to think over the
new situation, and see whether it does not call for fresh consider-
ation of some aspects of our policy.” = And: continues “ We must
find the best means through which we can immediately strengthen
and broaden national unity so that-the Crimea, decisions can be
carried with the full backing of the country. . . . The Communist

» he continues, “will make ‘its contribution towards
increasing the war effort, securing unity of the Labour and pro-
gressive movement to win the Gemeral Election, SO THAT
WHATEVER GOVERNMENT. IS FORMED RESTS UPON A
MAJORITY PLEDGED TO OPERATE THE CRIMEA POLICY.”

To the members of the Communist Party, who are secretly
critical of the present policy of class collaboration and strike
breaking carried out by “the leadership in the interests of the
so-called * war for democracy ”; to the members who hoped that
as soon as the war was over this policy would be scrapped and
replaced by a pclicy of militant class struggle, this: statement of
'Pollitt must be taken as an ominous warning. Pollitt is following
lin the footsteps of Earl Browder, his American counterpart who,
in dissolving the Communist Party of America, stated, that the
class struggle was off the agenda for the next generation and a
Jpolicy of class collaboration would now be pursued.

The British Communist Party may not be dissolved, but it will
not be a Communist Party; it will be as it is today, a Party of
class collaboration. Any % .. Government . .. pledged to operate
the Crimea policy” will receive the full and unqualified support
of Pollitt and His Majesty’s Communist Party.

Any gangster, or even gentleman Tory, who praises Stalin and
hails the Crimea Conference will receive the support of Pollitt and
his puppets. Any workers’ organisation or group:of workers. who
want to destroy capitalism and to sweep its secret agreements
away, including the robber Crimea agreement, will be denounced
by Pollitt and his party. ;

Like all renegades from the working class, Pollitt will find a
scapegoat to fool the workers who' still trust him. The “ Right
wmg »
Pollitt. clasps the " Left Wing ”
round their necks.

To these members and sympathisers of the * Communist” Party
who still have a loyalty to their class—to the worker communists,
who are still capable of thought, we appeal: take heed of Pollitt’s
statements. They presage a further turn to the right, and a
continuation of the foul policy which-is making the name of His
‘Majesty’s Loyal Communist Party stink in the nostrils of the
militant_British working class. T :

There is another road+the road of the Revolutionary Communist
Party—the road.of Lenin and Trotskyr—to, be found, today, in the,
Fourth International.

Tories tightly with both hands

In failing to tell the workers this, |

Tories will be denounced as the evil men of society, while

MARSHAL ZHUEKOV

Lenin and Trotsky abolished all
jewelled decorations and fitles in
the Red Army. This they did as a
revolutionary  act. Stalin has

Trotskyist

In the recent miners’ strikes in Bel- |

gium, the -capitalist: press spoke. of
vsybversive'™ leaflets being distributed
in the mining areas.

Our comrades in “Belgiim, knew the
just canse of the miners and supported
them in their struggle just as we sup-
ported the ‘struggles of the miners in
Yorkshire, Durham and South Wales.
The leaflet printed below isswed by our
brother party, the Revolutionary Com-
munist Party of Belgium. (Fourth In-
ternational) speaks for itself. While
the reformist and Stalinist leaders are
betraying the miners in Belgc;llum, just
as they are hers, our comrades are 11
the forefront i support for their
struggles.—Ed.

THE MINERS WANT TO KNOW

WHERE THE GCOAL IS GOING.

The miners of Limbourg, the Gentre
and Charleroi have gone on strike.

They are demanding an increase in
wages, clothing priority, an increase.in
the pension, the re-employment of
Union delegates who have been arbit-
rarjly sacked. .

These demands are completely justi-
fied, except in the eves of the conserv-
ative and, reformist papers, which are
already blaming the miners and their
union leaders as being responsible for
the lack 'of coal. Yet the Belgian
miners have worked hard since the
“liberation’®. lit'spite of the absence

of several thousands of their comrades; |

their production has exceeded 'that of
their French comrades by 50 per:cent.

Iy reality; it is not the lack of ocoal
which is disturbing the reactionaries
and -reformists; but- the. fact that the
miners: are thinking of intervening in
the control of preduction.

THE MINERS WANT TO KNOW
WHERE THE COAL 18 GOING!

The miners-want to know what scan-
.dalous . profits .the coal barons. are ac-

eumulating in the midst of the general

poverty!

| offiers and men is greater than

| internationalism

der of a Division received 150
s g manth — corresponding
y ta the same earnings of a
1 worker—today the differ-
emiiation between the Russian

that in capitalist Britain.

. Correspondingly there has been
the degeneration in the policy of
thes Red Army under Stalin. From
being an instrument of world re-
volution, carrying the banner of
and fraternity
with the workers of other lands,
the Russian soldiers are forbidden
to fraternise with the German
soldiers and workers, and will be
used as an instrument of counfer-
revolution in Furope under the
Stalinist leadership.

Leaflet to
Miners

Workers in industry, in the yards
and offices! Transport workers! House-
wives! Small Shopkeepers! the miners’

Struggle is that of the whole popu-
lation. against the incapacity of the

bosses.

If the miners call on you for aid; be
ready to support them by ali the apr
propriate means!

Together with them you will estab-
lish a serious control over production
and the distribution of coal.

Revolutionary Communist Party,
Brussels District,
Belgian Section of the Fourth
International.

Government and the rapacity, of the

within the army, and took a handi in
shaping: the Party policy on the basis
of  democratie centralism. Moreover

tHoy oxorcised a political ind morals

¢ontrol over -both their( own members
and non-parby officers and. soldiers.

Finally, the Political Administration'

organized and directed the whole  af
the vast cultural and political educas
tional wvork within the army by means
of political instruction, political schools
and courses, libraries and literature
digsemination, wall and Red Army
newspapers, theatres, cinemas, TLenin
corners, contacts with the factories
and villages, Red Aid Work, the Soe-
iety for Air and Chemical Defence
(Ossoaviachim), musical and dramatic
soeieties, sports clubs, chess clubs, ete.
Tlliterate recruits were taught to read

and/ write in the first few months of

their training, while a: large number
of soldiers were prepared during their
final year for future civilian employ-
meént. in positions such as tractor-
drivers, machine-minders, leaders of
collective farms and specialised indus-
trial workers; in many cases these men
received instruction by means ol
courses lasting several weeks which
they, were detailed to attend at the,
factories, Thus the Red Army provid-
ed the villages with entire cadres of
qualified organisers and workers.

] arty work there was no distine-
between officers and privates; the
& differences recognised were those
bhetween Parvy members,  candidates

& non-party men. A communist com-
pany-commander who behaved in an
uncommunist way in service or private
life had to answer for his: conduct tol

the cell, the secretary of which might

possibly “be his direct military: subord-~,
imate. If a mon-party. officer sought
admission to the Party, he had to
submit to an all-round, searching ex-
amination of his. pelitical. and. human

qualities at” a Party meeting, to whieh ||

the other. non-Party, men were ad-
mitted. In such cases privates, who
might even be natives of the same
villages as their officer, came forward
to report on his past, pulitical tenden-
cies atid his personal hehaviour to his
follow-men and subordimnates, and
asked questiong  to which he had to
oive detailed practical answers. The
decision as to his | acceptance or, re-
jections  then rested, with the Party
cell and, Party, antherities ahove it,

As. long. as. democratic  principles
ruled in the Party, these military cells
constituted a valuable guarantee for
the continuance and -intensification of
the proletarian class chapacter of the
: Red Army. - They formed a. protective
wall against the development of a de-
finite officer class.

The social and economic distinctions
between all ranks of the: Red' Army
remained extremely slighto during the
first few years: of peace: The. Rad
officers—especially those who: belonged
- toithé Gommunist Party—werg resiric-
}_efg to:ian extremely Spartan mode of

ife;

I cap recall mn incident, which teek
place in 1925. just after motor-buses
made, their fivgh., appearance in  the
: Moscow streets. When leaving bars-
tracks, [ asked the  company-com-
i mander,, who, happe I
to accompany mc,‘glei a bng to the centre
of the town. He refused'in all seriofis-
ness, on the ground that it 'was not

” fivting for' a’proletarian commander ‘to
" ride 1 a ‘ motor.’

ned to he with me.

intornabionnl edpeationnl work:

“Education in the spirit of inters.
‘nationalism naturally . presupposés. in
‘the first.place - that,the Red. Army.man.

: willc ‘her fam 3 - the) A.B.C. of
basis ' we:can: make. no’ pro . o Ehed

crux -ofrthe matterris:not; however,
be: found -in'-an-abstract international:
ism, but: i the: dailyinitiation;of the;
soldier into the sphere of interest of
the World Revolution by way af his,
immediate peasant interests.
wiseF the work will be useless.
““For exampie; the instructor must
be able to link the fate of, a:peasant’s
land in the Ufa district! with' the fate.
of the World Revolution, and prove.
beyond all possibility of argument that

only the: success ofithe W evolu-
¥ peasant's.

(Tlthg‘ll‘lf_lf :

tion cam sanction that t'siper-
manent right to hig land. From;j the
peasant’s land in the ‘district to

the World Revolution may be a very
long way, but it must none the less be
traversed, by showing the peasant
where his real interests lie. - We hay

prepared. concrete. instruction. materi

of this type in the form of instances
of the help given us and our peasantry
by 'the: proletariat of Westiern Europe
during the Givik-War, and once again
during -the, famine. Itis only:a step.
from; these instances. to the idea. of
mutual, assistance. and to conceptions,
of the Russian-peasant’s duty fowards.

the World, Revolution.””
iiae_'wurk. of, eftfication. was supple-
mented. by addresses from  delegates

helonging to the Commniunist Parties of
other. countries, ipolitical emigrants
(Regd Aid), and representatives of the
colonial peoples, :

The Red Army literature was also
devoted to the task of awakening and
intensifying  theé 'internationalism “of
the soldiers.! 1n' 1929 a revolutionar¥
Rlnv entitled “the Tirst Red Cavalry

Ty was™ produeed in the Red™
Atmy’s Tentral House in Moscow. The
cast was® made upentirely of "amat:
enrs belonging to the RediArmy, the
female parts being 'played: by officers’
wives. [ one scene a Russian, soldier
was condémned to-be ‘shot: by the
ememy”  forl revolutionary propaganda
duging: the s World War, - 1.6, at  the
command- of his lieatenant; he was
forced, by non-commissioned . efficers
with loaded . revolvers to climb, on. to
the breastwork of the trench and ex-
pose. himself to the German. bullets.
Amid . the -excitement and indignation
of . his comrades, who nevertheless
dared not mutiny, he climbed up, buft
instead of the  death-dealing hullets |
expected | from  the enemy trenches |
there came only a’ shout in German: |
‘‘Comrades, we won't shoot]” There-|
upop 'the: ‘German proletariaf soldiers |
caime “up‘ out’ of " their  trenches’ and
fraternized “Wwith' " their Russian BIﬁS’SJ
comratles. '

Saveril foreign communists who wit-
nessed” 'this' play with' me: spoke to
Glamarnik in the intervil andotold Hifn
ofithe ineradidabla imipréssion: made on
them by such an internationalist pacan
expressed in'the form of dramatic art.
Gamarnik toele:us: hehind. the  scemes
andiintrodueod. 115, to the aectors playing
the leading parts.of the ‘Tsarist Lient-
enant’ and the, ‘seldier,) Werdiscovered:
that the. stage, ‘soldier’ was a lienten-
ant. belonging to a company of the lst
Proletarian Rifle, Regiment, while the.
Qicutenant’ who eursed and struck, him .

(CGontinued; on. page )
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WORLD T.U.C.—THEIR
MASTERS’

** There is one common feature in
the development, or more correctly
the degeneration, of modern trade
union organisations in the entire
world: it is their growing closely
together with the state power . . .
They have to confront a centralised
capitalist adversary, intimately
bound up with state power. Hence
flows the need of the trade unions—
insofar as they remain on reformist
positions, i.e., on position of adapt-
ing themselves fo private property—
to adapt themselves to the capitalist
state and to contend for its co-
operation’’.

Trotsky wrote this in 1940, shortly
thefore his death. Sincé then, during
*the war years, this process of integ-
~ration of the trade unions into the
stato - machmmv has been accelerated
in every country, and reached a summit
and eoncrete expression at the “World
Trade Union Conference’”’ which sat in
London for two weeks.

Never before in the history of organ-
_ised labour hag guch a numerous and
widely represenfative assembly been
possible, and never before did the
working classes of the world witness
such an expression of bankruptcy and
outright treason on the part of those
who claim to ‘‘represent’” them.

It certainly was a symbolical —if per-
haps accidental—coincidence, that this
Conference should meet at preeisely the
same moment that the Big Three were
completing their plans for the subju-
gation of Europe and the maintenance
of their domination over the world.
‘Fyen the capitalist papers could not
help stressing this fact. The ‘“Econ-
omist’’ comments:

“1t is, perhaps, more than an
accident that the World Trade Union
Conference should have ooincided
with the meeting of the Big Three,
and that the views of the British,
American and Russian labour leaders
on the treatment of Garmany after
the war should have echoed so faith-
fully the policy of Mr. Churchill,
Mr, Roosevelt and Marshall Stalln
Close comparison between the Yalta
declaration and the trade union lead-
ers’ speeches shows that on all im-
portant points of principle, Govern-
ments and Labour are at one’’.

In Crimea, the rulers of Great Brit-
tain, tho United States and the
~ T1.8.8.R. decided on the further course
of the war in which millions more will
he slaughtered, and decided on the re-

\ duction to the lowest possible standard
of living of some 80 million people in
Germany.

In London, the so-called spokesmen

of Iaﬁnur solemnly | he work-
' ers they represented " for a mom-
:\-ﬁfm or slaoke ir efforts,

but- to work with even
and application, dedicating themselves
to the single task of increasing produc-
tlon and combating every attempt to

curtail the output of war material and
armaments or to relax the all-out
mobilisation which speedy victory re-

quires’’, and they agreed that both
Germany and Japan must be made to
‘‘repent” and ‘‘atone’’.

There were, it is true, more than
three nations represented in London.
There was. a fair sprinkling of menthers
from ‘‘liberated’’ countries of Europe;
there were the representatives of the
semi-official trade unions of Mexico
and other Latin-American countries;
and thero were a number of varied
representatives from numerous colonies
and dependent countries and also re-
presentatives from various emigre
trade union groups in Great Brilain.
But there was not, at this ’world”’
conference, a representative from Ger-
many, or Italy, or Greece, and the
Swiss and Swedes had been reluctantly
admitted as observers only during the
first week, for the omnipotent Foreign
Office might have taken offence at
‘‘neutrals’’ discussing the essentially
British and Allied problems of the war.

Lt was not an international Confer-
ence, but a Conference of represent-
afives of Trade Unions [rom *‘Allied”’
cnuntrws dominated by the trade
imion leaders from the “Big Three'’,
Russia, America and Great Britain,
who echoed the policy of their masters.

The first and main item on the
agenda was the '‘furtherance of the
Allied war effort’’, the discussion of

which was'a truly sickening business,
each delegate vying with the other in
extolling the contributions in- sweat
and blood brought by the workers of
his country. No analysis was made of
the causes of the war or of the war

imposes the scourge of war upon hum -
anity twice in a quarter of a century.

The 250 delegates not only did not
speak up for their members, they did
not even speak to them. They did not
call upon the workers of the world to
act, in whatever direction; they were
humbly addressing their masters, the
great imperialists, recalling their own
merits and asking that they might be
allowed to sit .with them at the next
‘‘Big Three'' Conference and be con-
sulted on such matters on which their
assistance might be valuable,

Nor were they for .a moment indig-
nant over the sufferings, slanghter and
toil demanded from the working mass-
¢s. They had but one aim: to prove
to their masters that they had been
their faithful agents, that no one else
oould so skilfully have manoeuvred the
working classes of all countries into
)submrsaion durlng the long years of
war, e b A

Tn the nama‘of tho f‘uufc‘wnw LY

Iegram was sent to such notorions
“friends”_ of the working class as
Eisenhower, Montgomery, Alexander,
MacArthur, de Gaulle, Chiang Kai-
Shek.

itself, no indictment of a system which i

“to

transferred heavy

But there was more to come. ~Hav-
ing discussed their contribution to the
war effort, the Conference proceeded
deliberate  upon ‘‘peace '’ seltle-
ments. The tone was immediately
given by 'Sir Walter Citrine who de-
livered prohably the most rabidly jingo-+
istic’ specch ever heard in any. laboue
assembly, a speech of which the inter-

national working class should keep
good record, and lor which  Citrine

should some day stapd indieted as a
“war criminal’’ before a workers’ {ri-
bunal.

Having  laid down that “‘Germany
must be completely and beyond ali
question defeated by the Allied Armed
Forces'' and that ‘“‘there can be no
question of Germany's surrender under
conditions’’, he pursued hy declaring
that ‘‘Germany must make reparation
to the extent of ail that is humanly
possible, in services, goods and money;
and this obligation must be met even
though it involves the continuance of
Allied control over the entire German
economy for many years, and perhaps

“for generations’’; that Germany must

he wholly disarmed; this disarmament
to include ‘‘the eclosing down of all Ger-
man war factories, the dismantling of
all industrial establishments in which
war production has been carried on,
and the outright prohibition of the pro-
duction and use of aircraft’’.

»

The annihilation of Germany’s in-
dustrial eapacity and the complete ruin
of her economy, will have the widest
repercussion on the conditions and level
of existence of the German proletariat,
Citrine sees this quite clearly, hﬂt his
vision: is not impaired by any ‘‘senti-
mental’? pity for the (Gorman people.
His only concern is that this situation

: might diminish their capacity to effect

upm'ntlmlq and therefore he proposes:

““the ]]ll]ldIHL_ up in the debtor conn-
try of exportable surpluses on the busis
of a strictly rationed and price-con-
trolled internali economy which will
keep the standard of life of the people
in that country at a fixed level. 'T'he
offect of this will be that all increases
in production and expansion of credit
of the debtor country will be claimabla
and payable on Reparations account’!.

And even this will not suffice,
Citrine, ‘“if we leave intact Germany's
heavy industries, and if Germany's
highly industrialised areas are trans-
formed into an agricultural economy,
the necessary corollary will be the
wholesale transfer of large bodies of
German workers to accompany {ih
‘industries to . th
countries to which these are assignad.
And Citrine recs quite elearly visak 4
involves the dunger of their *‘sink
to the level of slave labour.” To pra&
vent this, he url\ntahaq tradé

sSays

umnu control, i.e.. control, or rathe
lonqnlt'\h\ e and advisory machin
'y’ ot up by the trade union hureaus

VOICE

But this was
the betrayal.

What measures did the Conference
propose to implement these demands?
The Conference (in every other para-
graph of this resolution)  ealled upon
the governments to take appropriate
and adequate measures to ensure the
realisation of the various demands
enumerated |

all verbiage to cover—up

When the capitalists are openly pre-
paring to cut the standards of the
workers in the fight for markets and
profits, alfter the war, these bureau-
cralbs are gromising minor reforms and

sowing illusions awmong the workers
that the good allied employers will
grant  these  without  tremendous
hattles.

The new World Federation which is
to be established mav  well number
many more millions than the old In-

ternational Federation of Trade Unions,
but it will mean nothing more in terms
of workers’ striking-power, for it is

based on the same principle and pro-

gramme of class collaboration. The
presence of the Russian trade unions
will  allter’ lmthmg, of this, as they
fallow the Stalinist policy of “‘peacefnl
laboratjon® with the capitplist class
the imperialist countries. This ap-

red. in a partienlarly crass form at
it Jerence. PHUring Ltne discussion

lon post-war 'demands, the Russian
delegation advocated a string of
reformist measures and carefully avoid-
ed mentioning that' vno real improve-
ment n the qtandm(h of the working
clags can be obtained, if the |nn|c-hn'-|
| ! 111

Britain.

deny  the

war policy.

L

Pollitt Yesterday

“'The argument is being used that if a fascist Germany
attacks Britain when thiere iis a Labour Government in
power, it would be our duty to defend Britain.
nothing of the sort. Britain would still be a capitalist
The Labour Party and the Trade Union Congress
need for the revolutionary overthrow - of
~capitalism . . . they deny the need for the setbing up of
a workers’ dictatorship, and therefore it would still be a
capitalist Britain, with % capitalist Government,

We must understand and realise that the stronger we
make the fight against such a war and such a government,
the stronger would be the fight of the working class in,
Germany agalinst the Fascist Government there, and its

HAERERY POLLITT “LABOUR AND WAR %
(published 1934).

It would be

(Continued from page 3.)

and afterwards ordered him to the
breastworks was a private in his plat-

oon, i.e., an immediate subordinate of
the “‘soldier’ he maltreated on. the
stage. ““Could any imperialist army
do a thing like that without under-

lmining the whole basis of military dis-
(lplmeJ asked Gamarnik with a smile.
© In' 1924 I wrote 4 play for the Red
AY Faumnarnik’s request.  1is sub-
ject ‘was the war on capitalism waged
by the Bavarian Red Army, whose
ranks contained a number of Russian
and Ttalian prisoners or war, who were
willing to give their lives for the Ger-
m:uul International Revolution.
1929 a young Red Army soldier of
peasant -origin tried to explain the

Reichswehr general, who paid a visit to
the Central House. In ome of the
club-rooms the general found a class
of officers and men sitting together on
school benches to receive instruction in
the German language.

He asked a Red divisional -command-

er who was taking part in the class
how this state of affairs could be
reconciled with military discipline. It
might happen, he pointed out, that

the instructress put a'guestion to the
officer which he gpuld not angwer. F€
one of his soldiers =snswered it, he
would be made to look a fool in front
of his men,

“On the contrary,
another in socialistic emulation.’
priod the aivigional-commander with a
smile.

“And why shouldn’t T learn German
better than the Comrade divisional-
commander ?'" asked a private sitting
next to the general. ““He's a great
authority for me, because he's my in-

we vie with one

struct in. military and |

basis of socialist discipline to a German’

) te-lha
who were dra
wofficer class 1(‘11_|u|ne(f Qanmttmllv alien

Red Army under
. Trotsky

erican (even if it -be Mr, Pierpont
Morgan himself) as his ‘friend.’

The natural and easy relattons bhe-
tween officers and men in the Red
Army have also gone by the board.
The Red officers now form a closed,
privileged caste, Certain democratic
army institutions were abolished scon
after Voroshilov took office. Even as
far back as 1926 officers’ pay under-
went large increases. Officers’ messes
were re-established; the ordinary miili-
tary relatlonships between officers and
men both on and off duty were intro-
duced at the same time. In mmwumw
cases the ‘rise in the cultural level’ of
officers caused them to ebtain divorces |
from wives of proletarian or peasant |
origin, who were not up to ‘Society’
standards, and to marry women be-
longing to the circles of the old aristo- |
cracy, the, former bhourgeoisie or the |
new bureaucracy. This was, in fact, |
a mass phenomenon., ’

The Soviet officer's standard of life
is now no lower than that of his col-
leagues in imperialist armies, but the
standard of ilfe of the mass of the
people and of the privates in the Red
Army still falls considerably belew the
corresponding standards 1n ‘Western -
Europe and Ameﬁlcq"ml“ ,,“N.m,.,.r“,.\.

\ i r now form
i .,ﬁh;w-m of 1”'1\ rhld M\lxlin\u h has cut
a gpecial privileged cliss Hision
adrift from Lho mass of Soviet e
workers and risen high aiove it.
special type of W\"“ - politic 1 x

5 e The se
~from the.

Trarist
to proletarian internntionalism, while
the junior ones, even when of prole-
tarian origin, hegan  to  hate anbor.
nationalism as o disturbing olement,
They are happy Lo live theie Tile of
Cotn nn runru:lqnuntl,\' Lhoy  ming

officer

Bl b bt



of ,lal}o'_ur ~rolemnly

tain, the United Btates and the
1.8 8. R. decided on the further course
of the war in which millions moere will
he slanghtered, and decided on the re-
duction to the lowest possible standard
of living of some 80 million people in
Germany.

In London, the so-called spokesmen

ers: fhiey represen =
~=tito or slacker ir efforts,
but-to work with even ter ene

gml application, dedicating themseives
‘to the single task of increasing produc-
tion and combating every attempt to

nant over the sufferings, alanghtor and
toil demanded from the working mass-
eg, They had but one aim: to prove
to their masters that they had been
their faithful agents, that no one else
could so skilfully have manoeuvred the
| working classes of all countries into
ubmission during the long years of
war, TR P 2
_ Tn the name)of the Conference, &
legram was sent to such notorions
“fpiends”? of the working clags as

L

Eisenhower, Montgomery, . Alexander,
MacArthur, de Gaulle, Chiang Kai-
Shek. ;

CRIMEA DECISIONS
KEPT FROM MASSES

0" (Comtinued from page 1.)

If all these things were discussed—
as they must have been in a Canfer-
ence lasting nine days, with all the
economic expertg attending, not a
word to the House of Commons and
the British publie. i

It is clear that the root eauses of
war will remain, and cannot be eradi-
cated by arguments of the imperialist
powers with the Stalinist bureaucracy.
Behind the superficial ‘agreements
reached at Crimea, the conflict be-
tween British and American imperial-
ism and the Soviet Union continues,
The demands of each the inanoeuvres
to dominate, will continue at San
Franeisco.

The second factor on which there
was agreement was the creation of a
glorified League of Nations. Five
countries, in words, are to dominate
it. But in effect, China and France
will play a minor role. Already, even
Britaln is thrust aside, and the Ameri-
can capitalist press speaks of two
great powers, meaning the Soviet
Union and America. What can such
n League of Nations do in a conflict
between Russia and the U.BS.8.R.?
However distorted by the Stalinist
bureaucracy, as long as nationalised
means of production remains in
Russin, it is a pistol aimed at world
capitalism, Sconer or later world
capitalism will seek its destruetion.
In such a struggle what functions can
a League of Nations perform?

The {wo factors on which agreement
wag ronched and announced to the
world, lay the foundations for the
third world war. All experts agree
that Europe is a unified economic
entity. The Mreaty of Versailles, by
"gplitting or maintaining Burope into
tiny units, with tariff barriers and
armaments race, created the condi-
tions for the second world war, In
Huropean economy Germany occupies
the key position, The solution to the
problem of wars does not lie along
the lines of Balkanisation. That will
only reduce the European masses to a
low level of living, to be kept as pawns
in the game of power politics. Only
a unified European economy, in which
the feudal remnants to capitalists

have been overthrown and the work-
ing class firmly in the seat of power
in all ‘the BEuropean countries, prim-
arily Germany, can give peace and
plenty for all.

In such a Socialist United States of
Europe, once again the German work-
ing class will occupy the key position.
Crimea can decide what it lilkes, but
the enly alternatives for the working
class are: a third world war or a
socialist Germany in a Socialist
United States of Europe.

The decisions at the Crimea Con-
ference, announced publicly are only
a ‘deception and a delusion. The real
decisions shrouded in mystery for the
working class, can only lead to further
wars and misery. The labour move-
ment must demand of its leaders to
put an end to secret diplomacy of the
imperialist gangsters; the workers
have the right to know what plots are
being hatched which will determine
the destiny of the masses of Europe
and the world,

NEATH FUND
LONDON

The London District Campaign to
raise £250 for the By-slection Fund
is gradually getting undér way. The
dead line date for the reaching of the
£250 target is now

SATURDAY, MARCH 2Zl1st.

The position of the branches,
incorporating some minor quota
alterations is as follows:

QUOTA. RATSED,

Eastbourne £10 £13
Paddington £35 £29
London D.C, ... £35 £17 15
S.E. London £20 £810
Southall o E £4 1
Hendon . £30 £10 5
West London ... £15 £ 31%
S.W. London ... £50 £19
£250 £96 3

We have received no reports from
North London, Enfield, Chingford or
Norwich. Thess will be published
later ,together with reports from
other parts of the country in future
issues, ;

Ttrine, i we leave Intact Gern .
heavy industries, and If Germany's
highly industrialised areas are trans-
formed into an agricultural economy,
the necessary corcllary will be the
wholesale transfer of large bodies gf
German workers to accompany {
transferred heavy indusiries to  {
countries to which these are assig
And Citrine secs quite clenrly tha
involves the danger of their ‘‘sin 3
to the level of slave labour.” To prd
vent this, he advocates . . . tl‘ada_
union control, i.e.. vontrol, or rathep
“consultative: and advisory machink
ery’’ set up by the trade union bureau-
cracies of the Allied countries, who art
to exploit this German labour undek
the general supervision of the 1.L.0.—
itsolf a coalition of the governments,
trade union bareancrats and employ+
ers’ confederations of the Allied coun-
tries|

The resolution adopted

ring only to those countries who are
»t war with Japan—outlining similar
prospects for Japan, And this received
the overwhelming support and applause
of the Russian delegdtes.. So far have

ciples and ideals of communism, that
the speeches of the Russiars were in-

rines and other Tabour renegades.

The resolution on post-war demands
which was discussed during the last
days of the Conferénce, contains: a
nimber of demands whose complete
realisation wonld certainly represent a
considerable improvement in the stan-
dards of the working class. The im-
portance of such demands is obvious,
and some of them are extremely far-
reaching, such as: the elimination of
every form of discrimination based on
race, colour, creed or sex, full employ-
ment, social insurances, child welfare,
maximum working week of 40 hours
without loss of pay, an annual paid
holiday of at least two weeks, elc.

lon post-war ‘demands,

follows the:
general lines of Citrine’s speech, with,
in addition a second resolution—refer-

the bureaucrats moved from the prin-

distingnishable from those of the Cib-

g . .
based on the same principle and pro-
gramme of class collaboration. The
presence of the Russian trade unions
will aflter’ nothing of this, as they
follow the Stalinist policy of ‘‘peaceful
laboratjon™ with the eapitplist class
the imperialist countries. This ap-
tred. .l
onTerence.  puring the discussion
the Russian
delegation advocated a string of
reformist measures and carefully avoid-
od mentionivg that' no real improve-
ment in the standards of the working
clags can be obtained, if the proletar-
iat has not achieyed State power and
taken over the means of production.

(lonference, which reflected in any way
opposition  to  capitalist imperialism,
The delegaves {rom the colonial coun-
tries, whilst supporting the imperialist
war and having a fundamentally re-
formist outlook, nevertheless asked the
Conference to endorse the prineiple of
self-determination = for  the -colonial
peoples—a  position they were forced
to adopt because of the overwhelming
urge of the peoples of their countries
for freedom from imperialist oppres=
sion. But the Conference refused to
make any clear statement even on this
elementary democratic demand.

Thus, on every question, the London
Clonference of “working class repre-
sentatives’! faithfully followed the 1m-
perialist lines of the “Big Three” at
the Crimea Conference.

The Conference has shown that under
reformist and- Stalinist leadership the
trade unions are doomed to remain the
servile tools of camtalism and integ-
rate themselves even further into the
State machines. There is but one
solution: the replacement of the trade
union bureaucracy by a revolutionary
leadership through the struggle for
trade union democracy and for the com-
|plete and ungonditional independence
of the trade unions in relation to the
capitalist State.

BELGIAN

Two Trotskyist dockyard workers,
Comrades Bielis and Lowet, have been

arrested in connection with the
recent strike’ of dock-workers in
Antwerp.

The strike originated as a protest
against the low wages on the dock-
gide, according to our correspondent,
and the workers returned to work on
a promise that they would receive a
honug increase.

The honus failed to materialise,
however, and a new stoppage began.
As a reprisal the authorities decreed
a 15 day lock-out, but after a mass
protest demonstration at the Town
Hall, the lock-out was lifted- and work
hegan,

It is ‘not clear from our corres-
pondent on what basis the dockers
commenced work, or if they won their

demands,

DOGKERS

IMPRISONED

Comrades Dielis and Lowet were
arrested after a ecampaign against
“agitators” in the press—similar to
that which preceded the arrest of our
comrades here last year, and were
charged with drafting the demands
of the dockers as well as their mani-
festo. :

This Manifesto, issued before the
second strike began, explained to the
workers the dangers of returning to.
work on the basls of promises only,
without any agreement. ‘This warn-
ing was amply justified by the cynical
way in which the bosses failed to im-
plement their promises, and which
led. to the second strike,

A protest movement 'has begun for
the Telease of our comrades, according
to “Le Voie de Lenine” 10.2.45 the
organ of our brother Party, the
Revolutionary - Communist Party of
Belgium.

in a pattienlarly crass form st

Only ono voice was heard at the,

4 LA \\ 1R} I 1 . |
might  happen, he ]uu’nlm! olit, that
the instructress. put a’question to the
officer which he qpuld not answer. If
one of his soldiers answered it, he

of his men,
“On the contrary, we vie with one

m't¢1rl the divisional-commander with a
smile.

“And why shouldn’t 1 learn German
better than the Comrade divisional-
commander?’’ asked a private sitting
next to the general. *He's a great
authority for me, beeause he's my in-
structor in  military and political
affairs, and about these L can learn
a lot from him. But in everything
else, in all agricultural matters, for
instance. T am a great authority for
him. We neasants were detailed for
harvest work after the
manoeuvres, and then T led a squad of
twenty-four men, because I am an
experienced farmer. The commander
of my own regiment was working
under me; he's a metal-worker and
knows nothing about farming. He'd
have made a proper fool of himself if
he’d had to run our squad on harvest
work.” 2

The international spirit and social-
istic basis of discipline in the Red
Army were swept away during the
vears 1921-3, which were a time of
severe- crisis. Nowadays the enlire
educational work is concentrated on
inculcating a ‘Soviet Union patriotism’
and nationalistic arrogance. The con-
sequence of the policy of bloc alliances
with imperialist governments was that
the conception of class struggles within
the imperialist states and struggies of
oppressed colonial races against im-
perialist states had to give way to the
opposite theory of ‘friendly’ and ‘'hos-
tile’ states and their citizens. The
effect of this is that to-day a ‘Red
Army man—or, indeed, any average
Soviet citizen—regards a German as
his ‘enemy’ and a Frenchman or Am-

would he made to look a fool in front,

another in socialistic emulation,’’ re-.

last autumn’

5 ke lwes W
;ﬁ:fdp;.;"ﬂ ﬁ:\e;lﬁla""“& B AT Y
the ocers of the Red Ariny now form
a special privileged class which ling cub
adrift from the mgss of Soviet Union
workers and risen high atove e
special type of 'ﬂ“l\}-‘PO“ti_ 1 officer
bhas. bheen created. slhe = T
s Ware dragms from _the Tsarist
officer class remained essentially alien
to proletarian Tnternationalism, while
the junior ones, even when of prole-
tarian ‘origin, began to hate inter-

nationalism as a disturbing element.

They are happy to live their ‘life of
comfort,” and consequently they sing
the “Internationale’” or utter the form.
of oath devised for the Red Army by
Trotsky as mechanically as any average
Christian repeats his catechism, (Stul-'
in has changed the oath of allegiance)
of the Red Army eliminating all refer-/
ence to socialism or international re-;
volution.—Ed.) e
These ‘non-political’ officers. regard
the policy of bloe alliances inaugurated
by Stalin and Litvinov as a guarantee
for the permanency and strengthening
of “their privileged position. Their

champi in_the army is mow_Vorg--
hilov,_the old advocate guerilla
warfare who once proclaimed a crusade
against the  ‘wearers of epaulettes,’
military discipline and the system of a
centralized army. But, after all, it
was Voroshilov who once maintained
that the (‘-‘S-‘SC‘I]HE’(? difference hetteen a
proletarian aud an imperialist . army
wag to be found in their varying forms
ol organization instead of in the diff-
erent ideology and politics that dic-
tated the aims and objects for which
they were croated.  Over-valuation
of outward. forms has always been one
of his prominent characteristies. ;

The Red Army does not merely exist
on paper: it is now a live component
part of the hody of the Soviet Union.
But its political aspect of the whole
Soviet Union has undergone under
the autocratic Stalinist regime.

E (Continwed from pdge 1.)
the sentence, it is a long long time
before he gets out. So Johnson re-
mained in prison from 1936 till the
beginning of 1945. As soon as he was
released the Nigerian workers showed
what they thought of the Government,

by electing him the delegate to the
World Trade Union Congress,

* * #*

INDIAN WOMEN IN MINES

India, according to the British his-
tories, is the redl jewel in the Empire.
The record of British imperialism
there has been unparalleled brutality,
poverty, starvation and illiteracy. In
the course of the war this has ex-
ceeded =1l previous -record. It is
quite legal in India for women to
work in the mines. . No doubt the
Indian Trade Union Congress has
protested against this, but that made
no difference to the decision of the
Government, % B

The level of casualties can be seen
from the fact that 911 Indian women

out of 17,000 employed in the mines,

“DEMOCRACY ~

received fatal injuries, One in every.
seventeen!

They are paid 12 annas a day, which
is approximately 1/-. To add insult
to injury, Amery maintained in
Parliament that the wages compare
favourably with other industries in
India and that there is nothing to
grumble about!

It is against these inhuman con-
ditions, maintained by the British
overlords, that the masses of India
and the colonies are struggling., It is
the duty of every British worker to
support their colonial brothers in their
struggle for freedom against British
imperialism.
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