On the weekend of the
Sth August, Red Action will
be joining other socialist
groups and members of the
Troops Out Movement, in att-
ending the annual internment
demonstration in  Belfast,

SEIZED

This is held to commemorate
the events of the 9th of Aug-
ust 1971, when hundreds of
men were seized from their
homes in catholic/nationalist
sreas by the army, and held
under arrest, many of them
for several months, without
any charge against them or
trial, the aim of this opera-
tion was to smash the emerg-
ing organisation of the Pro-

visonal IRA, an aim in which

the events of the last twelve
yvears would suggest, it was
none too successful,

MOVING

For us, in Red Action, the
trip to the north of Ireland is
the highlight of the political
calender. The experience of
seeing at first hand the cour-
age and commitment of the
nationalist community in
their struggle against the for-
ces of the British state is a
moving and enlightening
experience that leaves us with

STRUGGLE

The issue of Ireland is one
of great contention for many
on the British left. It seems
that for some, it is all right
for people to take up arms in
the struggle for freedom, as
long as it is happening on the
other side of the world. It
is when the bombs start to go
off within hearing range that
we start to hear talk of ‘criti-
cal support’ or ‘conditional
support’,

1SSUE

Forus in Red Action,
there is no problem or con-
fusion on this issue. Both as
and organisation and as indi-
viduals we support the activi-
ties of the Provisional IRA
and the Irish National Liber-
ation Army unconditionally
and uncritically.

TO FIGHT

BOMBINGS

Immediately many in this
country will no doubt jump
back in horror and remind us
of the innocent victims of
sctions like pub bombings.

REALITIES

Undeniably actions have been
carried out that with the
benefit of hindsight can be
seen as mistakes, but these
must be seen in the context
of the realities of the situa-
tion. In Ireland there is a war
going on pure and simple, and
in wars innocent people get
hurt, on both sides. Innocent
people have been getting hurt
in Ireland for the last 800
years and the reason for it,
and the war situation today,
is clear. The continued British
presence. The only way to end
thc agony for Ireland is to get
the British out, and the his-
tory of the British empire
(Kenya, Aden, Cyprus etc)
proves that the only way to
achieve that, is by armed stru-

ggle.

STATE

For us in Britain, our task
is to support those engaged in
that struggle in every way
that we can, and not to en-
gage in self indulgent debate
about what are, or not,
approveable actions (as if
they are worried about our
approval anyway). We know
that their actions are aimed
either at the representatives
of the British state, or in de-
fense of their communities
against loyalist extremists,
and that should be enough
for us. When the British so-
cialist movement has shown
that we are serious in our su-
pport of the Republican stru-
gile, then perhaps they will
welcome our appraisal of it.
Until such time they will no
doubt trest our pompous
waffle and no action, with
the disdain that it deserves.

For those that consider
themselves to be

the events of the last couple
of months make pretty
depressing reading. The most
resctionary government in
most people’'s memory, have
been re-elected on a vastly in-
creased majority, and will no
doubt take this as the green
light to resume their activities
with a much greater vigoar.

DEFEAT

In actual fact the election
was not so much a victory for
the Tories as a defeat for the
Labour Party. The actual
number of Tory votes was
less than in 1979, but hun-
dreds of thousands of Labour
voters either defected to the
Alliance or didn’t bother to
vote,

POLITICS

It has been the habit of
some, in and around the La-
bour Party, whilst agreeing
that it was far from perfect,
to argue that it should still be
seen as the only realistic alter-
native to the Tories, It is very
easy for the far left groups to
be pure about their politics,
they would argue, because
they are nothing more than
tiny fringe groups, that have-
n't a hope in hell of achieving
power and having to put their
ideas into practice, Whilst the
Labour Party may sometimes
compromise on  socialist
ideals they would say, they
are at least capable of actu-
ally getting into power and
making some achievements,
which is better than standing
on the sidelines, theoretically
pure but actually doing noth-
ing.

LA BOUR

Many would perhaps have
agreed that this argument had
gome basis to it, but it can
only apply when the Labour
Party is actually in a position
to challenge seriously, It is
only worth compromising if
you are getting something for
it, and at the moment, the
Labour Party, for all their
compromises are no challenge

ISSUE NO

to the Tories whatsoever, In
this situation we on the revo-
lutionary left are perhaps en-
titled to argue back, that if
we are going to go down any-
way, then what is the point
of making any compromise,
Let's nail our colours firmly
to the mast and be proud of
our socialist ideas, rather than
apologetic for them as the
Labour Party often seems to
be.

SHouT

Thatcher and her support-
ers are not apologetic for
their ideas. They shout them
out from the rooftops, the
more outrageous it is, the
louder they shout it, This is
one of the reasons that they
have managed to convince so
many people that there is no
alternative to them, The res-
ponse of the ‘moderate’ ele-
ments in the Labour Party to
this is to go rightwards with
her, Already they are calling
for a return to more ‘sane’
policies as the only way to
win the next election. What
they are actually saying is
that they are willing to go as
far to the right as is necess-
ary to win an election with-
out worrying what they are
actually calling for,

MEDI &

To actually challeng: the
ideas of Thatcherism, it is
necessary to present a clear
and uncompomising alterna-
tive to it. Of course this
would not win mass support
straight away, for Thatcher
has had a five year head start
for her uncompomising poli-
tics and as ever, has the very
powerful support of the me-
dia. But it does at least hold
out some hope of beginning a
movement that can be an
effective opposition to
Thatcherism in the future, if
not today. This is one of the
main reasons for the unwill-
ingness of the Parliamentary
to adopt such a course, Most
Labour MPs are far more in-
terested in a seat in the House
of Commons today than they
are in buildifig an opposition
that may be effective eventu-
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ally, but will be on the out-

side for some time to come,

FRINGE

For us on the revolution-
ary left, there s no such
problem. We are quite used to
being in small groups in the
fringe of the political struc-
ture, The question for us of
course, is how and when we
c¢an change this situation.

VOTERS

This is very difficult in times
when the Labour Party is
seen by the vast majority as
the automatic and only oppo-
sition to the Torles. However
the experience of the last
election suggests that there
are hundreds of thousands of
former Labour voters who no
longer sec them as this, Dis-
turbingly many of these
moved to the rght in the
shape of the Alliance (con-
firming the existence of a
trend to the right) but per-
haps even more significantly
(if the figures in the Guar-
dian can be trusted) large
numbers of former Labour
voters, and young unem-
ployed didn't vote at all, Am-
ong these are those that have
been hardest hit by Thatcher-
ism, but presumably could
see no alternative to it that
was serious enough to warr-
ant a five minute stroll to the
polling booth,

LEFT

One day the revolutionary
left is going to have to be-
gin to challenge the Labour
Party for the position of the
opposite to Toryism, The pre-
sent decline of Labour and
the disillusionment of ihose
that should be its strongest
supporters suggests that that
time may be coming sooner
than we think, although it
would be madness to write
Labour off, it may well yet
regenerate itself. But even if
it does, that does not change
the fact that the time will

CONTD ON
PAGE 2
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= LAW OF

THE JUNGLE

Every day when you pick
up a paper, you read of some
person dying in a squalid and
undignified way. Often the
victims are the very young or
the elderly., The motive
offered, if there is one, is usu-
ally sexual, robbery. or both.
The descriptions are detailed
and voyeuristic, People read
them avidly, like passers by,
who crowd round a road acci-
deat victim, The police offi-
cer in charge will be quoted
‘the worst case I've seen in
twenty years on the force’
ete, The neighbours will offer
the mandatory profile ‘so full
of life, good to the kids, love-
ly little girl, sadly missed’,

After 2 or 3 days, the po-
lice have a suspect who is
helping them with their
enquiries, charges are expec-
ted later today. The readers/
viewers response will be revul-
sion and incomprehension,
followed by a quiet and
momentary sadness, a flash of
anger, flickering images of re-
venge, a sigh and then back to
the telly page. End of story.

The type of crime where a
life is snuffed out in a fren-
zied attack for little or no
reason is becoming more and
more commonplace. If you
subscribe to the bad apple
theory, why is it that the bad
apples are increasing? Is it
to be regarded as g tragic accis
dent, or is it the beginning of
an epidemic? If the system,
by neglect or ommission, is
responsible for the death of
the victim, is it not responsi-
ble for the killer? They are
both products of the same
society,

Almost 40 years ago, the rul-
ing class were advised to in-
vest in the welfare state, to
placate a militant working
class, and avoid possible
social upheaval, It was a
worthwhile concession for
them., The status quo was
maintained and everybody
benefitted, It created an illu-
sion of a more equal society
and helped conceal the con-
flict and misery inherent in
the system, Vulgar displays of
wealth were frowned upon.
There were ‘socialist’ milli-
onaires and Tory MPs talked
of the unacceptable face of
capitalism,

Now with a recession
deepening, they have decided
to call in their investment,
and so the cushioned layer of
the welfare state is relentless-
ly rolled back, and as it is, it
reveals the underbeliy of
society, writhing with contra-
dictions and rotten to the
core. Because of the nature
of the system it is those at
the bottom end of the social
scale that are hit first and
hardest, Small luxuries that
make life tolerable are
deemed extravagent. Things
that are as necessary for
psychological well being, as
fresh air and sunlight are to
the maintenance of the body.

The amateur burglar who
suvages an old lady in a rage,
the father who smashes a
childs head against a wall, the
mother who leaps from a bal-
cony with her child under her
arm, are all victims, whose
own levels of tolerance and
judgement have finally been
drained by the hypocritical

demands of a contradictory
society. The realisation that

they have no control over

the course of their lives un-
leashes the potential for vie-
lence on themselves or those
nearest them, unlike the riots
of 1981, when whole commu-
nities recognised their oppre-
ssors and entered into a joint
venture to voice their anger, ,

The middle class way of
life is flaunted as dJesirable
and yet it is unattainable for
millions. They talk of build-
ing character, discipline and
respect, when what they
really mean is grass on your
neighbour, scab on a picket
line, and grovel in front of
your boss. When they talk of
strength they don't mean phy-
sical, moral or intellectual,
they mean money and who
has it?

Like the Tory MP who
said nothing concentrates the
mind like huager, the law of
the jungle (survival of the fitt-
est, weeding out the weak
etc) probably does have a
slightly logical flavour to it
and might well appeal to
some smug, paunchy stock-
broker or magistrate. Wonder
how he'll feel about it when
some nutter starts to beat the
side of his face with a brick.

THE HARDER

THEY COME...

Society says that there are
a lot of things that ‘normal’,
‘feminine’ women do not do,
They don't drink pints for a
start, They don't play pool,
they don’t swear and the cer-
tainly don’t fart (cven in pri-
vate!). They don’t go to bel
with other women, and they
don’t feel lust,

Men feel lust, of course,
Men are encouraged to, They
are ‘normal’ ‘masculine’ men,
if they enjoy sex, want sex
and initiate sex.

In fact, it seems generally
believed that men are so full
of lust that they can’t control
their actions because of it!
They can be provoked into
sexual assault, or rape, by see-
ing a woman smile, or wear a
skirt, - let alone hitchhike!

People may not be able to
stop feeling things, but they
can control how they react to

those feelings. Men can con-
trol actions stimulated by
lust, just as they can control
actions stimulated by anger
or affection,

And as for women, of
course women feel lust, But
for such a long time we Have
denied it, and taught that
only ‘wicked" women,
‘tarts’, ‘slags’, ‘whores’, even
‘lesbians’ enjoy, want and ini-
tiate sex,

Women can and do
citjoy sex. They can initiate
sexual contact with each oth-
er and with men, and can
happily find sexual satisfac-
tion. They can — but all too
often they don't. The diff-
erent images of male and fe-
male sexuality, the notion of
‘good’ and 'bad’ women, con-
tinued problems with contra-
ception, combined with hea-
vy, aggressive, male-orienta-

ted sex, the so-called ‘abnor-
mality’ of homosexuality,
and very little open talk
about sexual activity, mean
that many people, particul-
arly women, are never sexu-
ally satisfied.

Male lust has become an
excuse for at best, insensitive
sex, and at worst, viciously
brutal male violence against
women. Pornography, which
promotes and glories in that
powerful lust is seen as an evil
oppressive force, But it isn't
the lusty love of sex, but the
power - physical, economic
and social - of men over wo-
men, that is evil,

instead of condemning
male lust, we should con-
demn male power and re-
discover female lust, Women
too, should enjoy sex. To feel
free to lust after each other
and after men. To enjoy the

LABOUR

CONTINUED FROM

FRONT PAGE

come when we will have to
them, even if it is

i

opinion, expressing it,
attempting to build round it
and become an organisation
that can have some influence.

UNITY

We believe that for the
Revolutionary left to escape
from its fringe group status
and start to have some
sort of influence over large
numbers of the working class,
and begin to challenge the
Labour Party for their alle-
giance, it will require some
sort of united action from the
different left groups. This
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disagree with, and
at the samo

time would strike a chord
with the man/woman in the
street, and hopefully promote
a greater interest in the ideas
of the left, whichever part of
it they may come into con-
tact with, For example a plat-
form that demanded a legally
enforced minimum wage and
the reduction of MPs wages
to the national average would
certainly draw a favourable
reponse from most people.

FRONT
This political front, that
could come into action at
elections, and especially bye-
elections, could be backed up
by anongoing propaganda

‘I will never ever leave the Labour Party.

My father pushed me to socialist meet-
ings in my pram, and any talk of my
loining the Liberals, for instance, is
downright rubbish.'

~SHIRLEY WILLIAMS 1974

|
:

Rumtbling down the road strange figures clad for war
Streets of iron,steel,and thunder,crushed under the

iron heel,

Lost amidst metallic clamour,though freedom's sought,
and heart is sure,

S0 is life neath the iron fist,
Uhere men's lives they seek to twist
Truth is believed and known by some,
Though the words are wasted on those who come
To break a spirit which screams for right,
To murder those who wish to fight,

S50 is Ireland

neath the iron fist,

Where men care not,see no risk,
To take their country from Britain's list,

For a country so torn by the might of the foe,
Ireland's not alone,their people have a home,

Cos they can break the boundaries but we are free to

roam,

To show the world how their justice is fair,
Hou they thrash you,bind you,and body they tear,
To deny you your land,uomenfolk and child,

And incarcerate those for the colours they uear,

shape and feel and reactions
of bodies, to one another,

When people can truly,
freely choose how they have
sex, when they have sex and
who they have sex with, with-
out constraints of unwanted
pregnancy, or difficult con-
traception, and without the
controls of church morality
or social condemnation, then
sex will be seen ‘or what it
should be, Sex, like singing,
laughing, eating, drinking,
talking or dancing, is one of
life’s great delights.

ANARCHY
INUK. ?

The Red Action public meet-
ing on Ireland held in May
was for us, our first contact
with a new group and news-
paper called Class War, They
would probably describe
themselves as an anarchist
group. One thing is certain,
if their first two papers are
anything to go by, no one
will ever describe them as lib-
erals, Class War is a very well

produced newsheet that man-
ages to combine a high level of
anti-capitalist/ruling class
anger with humour and enter-
tainment, We in Red Action
can only welcome the emerg-
ence of another left group
outside of the traditional in-
tellectual based pattern, How
close groups like Class War
and Red Action are or can
become is impossible to say
at this time. True unity is
forged in joint action, and
not in debate about fine lines
of theoretical difference. We
hope for and look forward to
this unity of action with Class
War in the future.




What should have shot straight to Number 1 with the
classic ‘Kick Out The Tories’? What band end their set with a
vicious verson of the Members ‘Solitary Confinement’ retitled
‘Living with Unemployment'? What band keeps fit by going on
pub crawls cos the pubs are so far apart in their home town?
What band is fronted by a skinhead who wants to run a chain
of hairdressing salons? Yes, you've guessed — Harlow's very
own Newtown Neurotics. We finally tracked them down to
the back of a van in Brixton and, just happening to have a
cassette handy, asked them a few questions. . .

RED ACTION: How did you
come to sing political songs?

STEVE: We played a gig in
Brussells, All live music in
Belgium had been banned be-
cause of dope smoking at a
Peter Tosh gig. We arrived to
do a gig there just at the time
everyone was getting really
ratty. There was a riot the
night we arrived which some
of the people who come
across with us got beaten up
and put inside, The next
day we were doing a sound-
check and before we could fi-
nish the riot police surround-
ed the building and nailed
up the fire exits and they
were going to do a baton
charge through the front be-
cause they believed there
were anarchists inside with
molotov cocktails and every-
thing. We thought instead of
standing around shitting our-
selves we might as well shit
ourselves and play. So we
played under siege to the
people who were hanging
around in there. Meanwhile the
bloke who had organized the
gig was arrested and taken to
pelice  headquarters. He
phoned the media and told

them the gig was being
stopped by the police. That

went across on the radio and
when the mayor heard it he
blew his top, Bad publicity,
So | thought, hang on, we've
achieved something here and
there’s no reason why we
can’t go on and achieve other
things. So | thought it's better
to do something constructive
within the context of playing
in the group and when we
come back to England, well,
there's plenty to write about

s
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here that ism't right, And
that’s how it come about,
COLIN: This gig we played,
it was on a Saturday night,
highlight of everyone's week,
right, and ours was the only
gig in the whole country. So
you can imagine how many
people turned up. It was an
electrifying experience -

very frightening though,

RED ACTION: So when you
came back you decided to
carry on doing political stuff?
STEVE: The main thing is to
inspire people who come to
hear us to think about the
world around them. That is
the purpose of the Neurotics.
COLIN: We don't try to dic-
tate to people at all,

SIMON: We ask them to lis-
ten.

STEVE: There's only one
thing we dictate to peaple,
when we say you're an idiot
if you're a Tory.

RED ACTION: Do you think

people listen to what you're
saying?

COLIN: Yeah, Hopefully, on
4 decent night with a decent
P.A. people can hear the
words, and if they come again
they get to know the material
hetter.

SIMON: We've had little nazi
skinheads coming up to us at
gigs saying that was really
good,

STEVE: It does work, cos of
the letters we get, They are
thinking things out for them-
selves and asking us ques-
tions,

RED ACTION: A lot of your
songs are a lot more positive
than some bands who just
moan a lot.

EVE, SIMON ,COLIN

COLIN: Let's all be depressed
and sniff glue ‘cos we got no
future, That kind of shit,
STEVE: It must be very hard
at school now to keep con-
centration on your work when
at the back of your mind
you know there's no jobs.
That's where all the moan-
ing comes about. What is vit-
ally important is that those
people are not allowed to slip
into the attitude that it's al-
ways going to be like this and
nothing 1 do is going to make
any difference. Everybody
should be making a positive
effort to say don’t take this.
This should never happeh. It's
getting worse and it should be
stopped. That is why we are
positive, The whole point of
our stage act is to bring across
a lot of energy, to make peo-
ples spines tingle and come
out uplifted,

RED ACTION: What about
your song ‘Mindless Violence’
(‘mindless violence what does
it prove it proves that you
don't know the people that
are shitting on you?')?
STEVE: It's making the point
that the violence stems from
higher up and the mindless
violence that someone perpe-
trates on someone else has
been instigated along a long
line of events, If you're turn-
ing the screw on people, bit
by bit, someone’s going to
snap somewhere and it's the
weak and more wvulnerable
that go first. Apart from that
there are too many bands
carrying an attitude of vio-
lence and couldn't care less,
SIMON: The Exploited were
playing near the Rainbow
when the Jam were playing
there, and the Exploited did
‘Fuck A Mod’. After the
gig all the Exploited fans
went up to the Rainbow and
kicked the shit out of the
mods, No reason at all.
STEVE: If you're in a band
you've got a reponsibility,
RED ACTION: It reminds
me a bit of Sham 69's ‘If the

kids are united’.

STEVE: In a sense, but not
too much, 1 wouldn't like to
end up in the blind alley
Jimmy Pursey ended upsin.

It's ridiculous to turn round
and say I'm exactly the same |

as you, | drink down the pub,
and we're exactly the same,
You are the same in the pub
but when you're on stage
you're different.

RED ACTION: What are
your influences for writing
songs?

COLIN: The media, obvious-
ly. You can’t ignore what's
going on around you. And
what happens to you in
your personal life,

STEVE: Strongest musical in-
fluences are punk and reggae,
If someone in the glossy pop
world comes up with some-
thing that gets across to a
lot of people and is good,
we'd say pgreat let’s have
more of that,

SIMON: It's like Wham.
They're a pop band, but
they're great, ‘Wham Rap’
has got a really good social
message. The lyrics in that
could easily be a punk ly-
ric.

STEVE: It depends what you
expect from a band, As long
as they don’t turn round and
say ‘fuck you, I'm a Tory',
That really gets my back up.
If 1 like a band and they do
that, 1 find 1 go off their mu-
sic, It happened with Kenny
Everett, now | can't stand
him.

SIMON: | used to watch
Steve Davis play snooker,
now I can't stand the guy,
(Steve Davis and Kenny Ever-
ett appeared alongside That-
cher at the Young Conserva-
tive Election Rally).

RED ACTION: Some bands
start out and they’re great,
then things move along and
they change their attitudes,
STEVE: We are aware of
that, It is fucking hard to
keep to what you originally
said, You've got to think
about your livelihood with-
out ripping everybody off,
Another thing, if you've been
turning up at gigs and the
PA's always shit, you: mess-
age isn't pgetting across.
There’s been times we've
done 3 gigs in a row and my
voice has been shot to pieces
after the first one, and peo-
ple have paid money to see
us give a decent performance.
So then you start thinking
we'll have to cut down on the
one'’s with tiny PA's and then
people misinterpret that,
RED ACTION: Do you think
you're 4 threat ;
COLIN: 1 don't see why
we should be, after all we're
only talking common sense,
STEVE: Common sense isn't
very popular at the moment!

RUBBISH

Local Councils are being en-
couraged to sack their own
workers, sell their own equip-
ment and pay private firms to
do some of the jobs instead.
It has happened with a wide
range of services, but particu-
larly with emptying dustbins,
and the cleaning of offices,
schools, hospitals efc.

The Local Council Workers
Unions, NALGO, NUPE and
the GMWU have shown that
people who work for these
private  contractors work
longer hours, earn less money
and are given less holidays
than people who work for the
Councils — and very often the
service they provide is worse
than was provided bys the
council workers.

Councils are being encour-
aged to do this because it is
supposedly a way of saving
“rate-pavers money”, How-

ever, the contracts offered to

“I'M ONLY DOING MY JoB"
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WHO'S SHITTING
ON YOU?

the private firms are only for
a limited period — 3 years or
5 vears. At the end of that
time the firms make an offer
as to how much they will
charge fo renew the contract,

When they first make an
offer they make it cheap. The
Council give them the job,
The Councils then get rid of
their workers and equipment

bin lorries — etc. When the
private firms come to renew
their contracts in a few years
time they charge a whole lot
more — but the councils have
to accept it because they have
no longer got the workers or
the equipment to provide the
service!

S50 in the end we get a
worse service provided by
over-worked, under paid
workers and it all costs us

more rates and

taxes!

money in

SUBSCRIBE
TO
RED ACTION

Red Action is an organisation founded and run by working class
people. As such, we have no wealthy sympathisers, Everything
we produce is paid for by our members, Each issue of this paper
costs us nearly £200 to produce and we get back under £100
in sales. If you agree with our aims or are sympathetic to us,
we would welcome your support. You could give us this in

tWo ways,

1. By buying extra papers to resell to friends. This would help
us to increase our circulstion and reduce our deficit,
2. By taking out a subscription to Red Action. This costs £3
for the next ten issues posted to you and if you wished to send
us an extra pound or two, rest assured that we will not be

offended.

BOX S, G HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP
5 CALEDONIAN RD LONDON N1



try in the talent contest, for battling to a fighting third place
(m-:ﬂthmmoal!mmmmnh)!uyoumul
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marchers, and were later seen wandering through the crowd in
8 daze selling the paper. A march of about 30,000 followed, at

the end of which, we all had the dubious pleasure of listen|
TO SKOOL to’the empty promises Len Murray (secretary of the T.U.g‘.')

While the druids drifted around Salisbury plain worshipping and company, We
midsummer madness, Red Action held a highly sucessful day
school on the rise of facism in Germany in the thirties, The

morning session dealt with the disastrous split in the anti facist
opposition, and in the aftemnoon we heard about the resistance
of the German labour movement, something you don't hear

very much about. The evening session was held in a local bier
keller. Many thanks to the two speakers from the Manchester
anti facist movement.

BOBBY SANDS (1)

like to see a bit less talk and a bit

would
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IRELAND

Aboutﬁﬂuoﬂodmoﬁundmirmumetonled
Action public meeting on Ireland the evening before the hun-
msﬂikanmuchpuﬂw.&henbrbfhﬁtwofkudn‘s
mmmmmmmmmmmmm
outlined the reasons for our unconditional and uncritical
Sev. Support for the armed struggle. A special award for initiative

eral Red Action members travelled to Birmingham for the And intelligence will NGT be going to the Red Action member
hunger strikers commemoration march called by Sinn Fein, WHO managed to book the meeting in the pub used by the

The turn out of under a thousand was a disappointing one, Clasgow
even allowing for the atrocious weather, A pretty unterrify-
ing crew of fascist/loyalist wankers, tried to attack the Red
Action contingent in the Bus Station afterward. Despite their 4nd hope that all organisations will support one march in

London supporters club, A good turn out of

Red Action members and supporters attended the march next

superior numbers they were seen off without too much trou- ™emory of 10 brave socialist republicans, and support of the

ble.
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WE_ARE
RED ACTION

i; Red Action was formed in late 1981 when some working class

socialists had finally had enough of being used then abused by
liberals on the so-called revolutionary left. We believe that
working class people have the power and ability to run their own
lives. That goes for Red Action as well, We can organise and
educate ourselves as Red Workers without any interference from

| middle class intellectuals,

Since our formation we have concentrated on fighting the

| fascists and supporting the Irish Nationalist struggle against the

British ruling class. This is because we feel that most of the Left
won’t work in these areas as they can't get members out of them
We intend to avoid at all costs, becoming like the other left
groups; we are not a revolutionary party although it is not an

impossibility that we might form a Party in the future.

The key thing for us is that we build a movement within the
working class which has revolution as its aim. This movement
must be rooted in the working class because only we as working
class people have the power to sweep the Boss Class off the face
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of the earth. We will use any means at our disposal to further this

aim. We do not reject any ideas, strategies or tactics just because

we didn't think of them ourselves.

We believe that socialism belongs to the working class, and that
while it is true that an organisation must be able to give a lead to
the class, it must also be able to reflect the spirit and conscious-
iness of the class,

|We in Red Action will strive to this end. To justify our existence
to the most critical and cynical audience of all — the working
|class, and present socialist politics in @ way that identifies with
them in their work and their leisute.
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We are not puritan socialists, and are certainly not afraid to enjoy
ourselves and celebrate all that is positive in working class culture,

WE ARE FOR

I. A working class organisation inspired and directed by working |

class people

¥

THE PARTY
3. The Irish National liberation struggle against our own British
! ruling class
[4. Total opposition to fascist organisations
5. Union strength - we support any picket line - in defence of
i workers living standards,
6. Opposition to all prejudice which divides workers, white
against black, men against women.
‘7‘ Killing the lie that the “Communist states" are socialist.
8. Young peoples fight to determine their own future.
RED ACTION IS AGAINST
. Anything read in the Daily Express'

. United action between socialist groups FOR THE CLASS NOT]
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e xpected | ow Lire

Thatcher, queen of the estab- vised to mot come opening
“Hm . of the stock- any fetes or anything nesr to

er belts. Everett you are us. That's not a threst that's a
2 dirty slimy traitorous snake, promise. . . .

NO
NECKING
IN PUBLIC

Now that Parlimentary debate on
Capital Punishment has ended the
only way it could, despite the
Media investing in a massive
propaganda exercise to try and
influence the result., They claimed
it woulc be the closest vote for
years and that DBoliticians were
out of touch with public opinion

( when have they ever taken
notice of it before ) Now that the
dust has settled we can look back
on the arguements and coanter
claims with complete ebjectivity,

DETERENT
lThe most rontroversial issue
voted on was that terrorists
should he hanged. Convenientl]y
forgetting that they would be
convicted by non jury Diplock
courts and that the same Adminis-
tration allowed ten young men to
die because they rejected their
claim to Political Status.
The pro-hanging lobby argued
that Capital Nynishment would
deter Terrorism in the North of
Ireland, Withaut much examinacion
this is evedengley alot of bollocks
If they bothered to read their
papers they would realise that the
Britist State already employs
the ultimate weapon and that public
executions are common place.
Children are executed for‘hoolig-
anism, teenage joyricers are
assasinated for T.D.A,, unarmed
petty theives, are shot for their
temerity, and for being Irish,
Death is no stranger in Britains
final colony,

MARTYRS

The counter arguement goes that
if hanging was introduced it would
create martyrs? The Natioralist

people would lay claim wigh some
justification, that the British

War Machine is quitz efficient at maxing
plenty of martyrs on its own,lhe moot
convincing arguement against its effuct-
ivness comes from the Provos themselves,
Beleiving firmly in the principle of one
demonstration being better than a thousa-
Nd words. they displayed total indifference
anag contempt for the British Parliament
by placing a mine that blew away four U.0.R
lackys on the very evening the votes were
being cast,

ATTACKS
Raising the issue of Capital Dunishment
for the murder of screws and the 0ld
Bill bas no current value as this type of
crime is hardly rampant, with considerablle
forsight they are laying contingesey plans
for the future.fFor with the detiorating
conditions in Society being reflectec more
omingusly in Prisons, attacks on these loyal
Servants will become a freguent event,

CASTRATION

The arguement that Capital Punishment and
its value as a deterent is equally ropey.
Most murders are of the domestic variety,
occur in the heat of the moment with no
thought for the consequences, so the dete-
rrent aspect has no value.fqually if the
crime is premedetated the potential assasin
is going to invest at least as much thought
in plotting to get away with it as he is

in planning the crime itself,Therefore
whether the penalty is being bailed in ail
and/or castration is of no conseguence
what so ever, because he KNDUS he wont be
caught,

LoBaY

What the pro-hanging lobby will do know
of course is to push for more severe
sentances and by using the same arguement
for crimes of violence,.The fact that Brite
ain has more jails and people in them
already serving longer sentances than in
any other country in Europe will be compl -
etely ignored, If you create a system wvhere
violence thrives and incubates,the answer
isnt to build more and bigger Prisons to
contain the offenders, Logic demands that
you change the fucking system,





