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WATCHING YOU
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It was entirely
given that a precedent had
already been set after
Wapping, that the police would
demand and be given access to
all photographic and video film
taken by journalists during the
Poll Tax riot In Trafalgar
square. This 'evidence' was,
the police claimed, vital If
they were to [irst Identify,
then arrest and prosecute the
alleged 'ring leaders'.

It was also entirely predictable
that while some sections of
the media would offer the
'‘evidence' with unconcealed
enthusiasm others llke the
Guardian or Observer would
refuse point blank on principle
- until ordered to do so In
court. This was an entirely
proper protest commented the
presiding judge approvingly, as
the medla in 'a free country'
could not automatically be
expected to become the "eyes
and esars of the police” and In

any case they had plenty of
video and photographic
avidence of their own.

The owners, editors and

journalists of those publications

that contested the order In
court may Indeed feel that
honour has been satisfied, or

in any case hope that such a

token gesture will be sufficlent
in future to distinguish their
journalists from those of the
‘police sheets' such as the
Star and the Sun that eagerly
volunteared the Information.
If so, they are liable to be
quickly disillusioned. For In
the real world it will matter
little who Is subsequently
jalled. Whether the photo=
ar evidence supplied to
the prosecution came from the
imp cably principled Guardian
or the propagandists of the
Daily star on the rabld right.
The end result is the same

Both newspapers have supplied
material to be sifted through
by the police at their leisure
the police have been granted

all the evidence which o

>

»

course will be used selectively,
in the sense that the police
will select those photographs
that in any subsequent court
case oaly and exclusively are
of benefit to the prosecution,
similar contradictory evidence
that might benefit a defendant
can be trimmed, withheld or
destroyed.

What makes matters worse Is
the fact that what they the
reporters witnessed, was not a
clash between pro- and anti-
Poll Tax demonstrators, with
the police there as the
impartial neutral rep=-
resentatives of law and order,
it was In fact a Dbattle
betwesa the police and the
marchers, following an attack
on the marchers by the police.
Medla hacks may in [future
seek refuge In the 'conspiracy
theory' of their own making,
that the riot was planned by
groups such as Class War,
which is laughable, or the SWP
which If possible, is even more

Incredible. However, from
eye-witness accounts, and the
number of letters which
Iironically appeared In their
own papers, there Is some
evidence that suggests such a
conspiracy did Indeed exist,
that the riot was carefully
planned and orchestrated by
'the enemies of democracy’
not belonging to small and
timid groups on the left, but

instead to a cynical, powerful
organisation on the right - the
Metropolitan police.

THE MET
1. One hour before any
trouble, large numbers of plain
clothes police were seen to
Infiltrate the crowd.
2. The tactics employed
outside Downing Street, [first
spliting the march in two,
preventing thousands of people
from reaching their destination
naturally caused anger and
confusion. Those that
remonstrated or objected were
imply attacked. Curiously,
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exactly the same tactic was
used In 1984 during a large
march in support of the miners
with exactly the same result.
Riot! Mass arrests] Medla
hysterial

3. The police refused point
blank, to change the route or
the rallying point of the march
to Hyde Park which would
have avolded the potential
'flash points' such as the §.
African Embassy in Trafalgar
Square, or Downing Street on
the routs, Despite  the
'rumours' of trouble surfacing
in the press, the week before
they Informed the Anti=Poll
Tax Federation that such a
request would have to Dbe
denled as they required 7 days
notice in writingl Perhaps it
was just coincidence that In
these 'flash point areas' where
the police video and cameras

were located that the worst
violence occurred.

4. It was the police
themselves that launched the
first violent and unprovoked
attack on the up to then
completely peaceful crowd in
Trafalgar Square. As the

admitted in
Commons, the
entirely legal assembly were
not Informed by the police
that they wished to 'clear the
Neither were they at
any time ordered or instructed

Home Secretary
the House of

area',

to do so. There was no
attempt at any verbal
communication at all. So the
use of violence or force was

mot used as a last resort; the
police chose that method. It
was done intentionally.

5. Despite police claims that

the objective was to clear the

area, thousands of marchers
who had travelled to London
from around the country and

whose coaches were parked on

the Embankment were
physically prevented by the
police from getting to them,

and Instead were forced back
in the direction of the trouble.
All the tube stations in the
immaediate area, Picadilly,
Charing Cross, Waterloo,
Laicestar Square and for a
radius of a couple of miles
around were closed to the
public.

6. Large
nounds of
had been
apparent

pavement In

and conspicuous
bricks and masonry
dumped for no
reason on the
the Haymarkatl.
This was the one and only
exit-route from the Square
chosen by the police for the
demonstrators  still  coralled
outside the National Portrait
Gallery at about 6.30, The
impromtu march which resulted
from the evacuation wias
unescorted by any police at
all, so predictably the whole
area echoed to the sound of
broken glass.
Apologists for the police say
that all of this if true was as
a result of ‘inept policing'. If
so, milllons of pounds of rate
payers money has been wasted
in the riot control techniques

4@ Met has been perfecting
over the past 10 years.

At no time except perhaps for
a short period around Trafalgar
Square when both the Higgs
and Hill offices and the 8.
African Embassy were on fire
did the police 'appear' to have
bitten off more than they
could comfortably chew -
where they were not in
complete  control of the
situation. The repeated
charges mounted  and
insufficient numbers of riot
police were never intended and
could not dislodge the 2,000
strong section fighting back.
If the intention was not to
disperse them, it was only to
provoke them. At the very
height of the fighting,
hundreds of police loitered
seamingly unperturbed and
unemployed in Whitehall.
Everything was obviously under
control, everything was
evidently going to plan. It Is
for this reason that the entire

by

media are culpable, because
not one paper has to our
knowledge sought to answer
these questions; the questions

themselves have not even been
posa
For them to then calmly hand
over all visual evidence to the
willing participants, il not the
instigators of the rlot, to help
head-hunt those the police had
pushed to a fight on the
ground the palice prepared and

selected beforehand s o
accept In advance of any
inquiry the police version of
events; that not only were
they entirely blameless but
that they 'acted with
restraint’. Presumably they
also accept that members of
their own prolession,

journalists from the Daily Mall
and Time magazine, victims of
police agression, were either
rioting at the time, are secret
members of Class War, or that
the Injuries they suffered were
self-inflicted.
Whatever the reason. whether
it was due to a natural bias
towards the police, self-
censorship, ot simply a case of
collective funk, their response
to all police pressure, un=
doubtedly means  that in
future, all representatives of
the media will be regarded
rightly as accomplices or
potential accomplces of the
police.

Qecause they are prepared to
allow others to go to jall to
avoid going to jail themselves
(the probable result of delying
the court) they have [inally
forfeited the last vestige of
elther integrity
independence.

On April 9th the Sun In its
editorial, asked "why are some
newspapers and TV companies
reluctant to hand ver
Trafalgar Square riot pictures
to Scotland yard? It is absurd

or

to argue that photoeraphers
are in some way neutral
{CONT)
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*"THE PRODUCTION OF A PRESS CARD IN FUTURE
HAVE THE VERY OPPOSITE EFFECT TO THE ONE

INTENDED"
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On Saturday April 21st the
fascist British Natlonal Party
held an election meeting at a
school in Bethnal Green, East
london, This was [ntended to
Improve the electoral chane
of all 4 candidates they stood
in the East End, contesting the
local elections. They hoped to
consolidate the support for
their racist policy that gained
national publicity after the
success of a pro-white march
organised 3 waeeks earlier by
the grandfather of a white
youth, John Stoner, stabbed in
8 retallatory attack by young
Asians.

The Thursday before the

meeting, on April 19, the East
London branch of Anti-Fascist
Action (AFA) called a public
meeting In the area to discuss
a strategy and try and co-
ordinate an effective response.
Though all relevant groups
were invited, neither the SWP
who instead organised In
conjunction with the local
Labour party a picket of the
school, mnor 'Workers against
Racism' attended.

In contrast to this
approach, East
decided to

confront the

passive
London AFA
intercept and
fascists going to
or coming from the meeting.
The corractness of this
strategy was endorsed by a
local teacher, who expressed
his support for the tactic of
confrontation, purely for the
propaganda fall-out that

NEW KIDS ON
THE BLOCK

between the BNP and AFA 3
weeks earlier. Or that
occasion a group of about 30
fascists ware challenged by
AFA outside one of thelr [
The majority ran. The

that stood their ground got
wacked, The effect on he
young onlookers, some I -
wpils, was elec

talked, he sald,

all week. The

men' ad beer 1
lessly. They ¢ "1 helleve
it  They had evidently never
seen tuat happen fore. In
the battle for hearts and
minds' the first polat was
scored in the propaganda war.
Also, the [irst Indication they
had, that In the litical
sense, 'there were new kids on
the block'.

On the day in question, having
anticipated the route the
fascists would choose, about 50
AFA activists took over 2 pubs
adjacent to each other and

calmly awalited the arrival of
the BNP. By the time they
arrived, we had attracted the
attention of the local plod, but
who for some reason belleved
that the local fascists and the
welcoming party were all on
the same side. Taking
advantage of the confusion we
allowed them to pass and then
fell In behind them. The
police looked on benignly.
Some facsists looked a little

{CONT)

, resulted from a similar clash
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IN THE BELLY OF THE BEAST

classes are often to
thelr

into any form of capitalism, it
is possible to Identify some
socleties that are more
"civilised" or "decent”
(another favourite word of the
liberals\ tham others. These
are societies In  which the
working class has managed,
thorugh its own strength, to
extract significant concessions
from those who control the
sources of wealth and power|
and where the ruling classes
have been able to maintain the
Illusion  of harmony  and

rale. It is on the whole
better to be a working class
person living In Holland or
Sweden than n or Brazil

for example. basie terms,
the rate of exploitation of
working class people Is lower.
How should we w the
degree of "civilisation® in a
soclety or the lack of It?
Certainly, most people would
agree on two factors. Does
the country concerned have a
system of welfare that

guarentees its least well~off
citizens a decent standard of
living? Second, to what
extent is it a pesal society, -
one that inflicts harsh or
Inhuman punishments and uses
these forms of punishment on
a large scale. Japan for
example, despite its idolisation
by Thatcherite Torles, has no

consensus amongst those they

'‘Armed bodies of men."
Police in armoured riot gear standing
outside Strangeways

i In

welfare system and currestly
Incarcerates 250,000 of its
in mental
fnstitutions against their will
You thought It was only Russia

that did that. It s some
indication that the two factors
are linked. The further the
standards of living of the
working class in a society are
depressed, the greater the
level of state violence required
to maintain their submission to
the status quo. At certain
times of particular stress, the
appearance of harmony and
co-operation Is shattered even
In those countries that cherish
this form of ideology. The
mask of the rullng class slips
and beneath, plain for all to
see, Is the brutality and fury
that underpins their pqwer.

the wake of
Strangeways rlots, |t

the
cannot

i have escaped the notice of

anyone In this country that
beneath all the flowery talk of
civilisation, decency and the
'partnership’ of the capitalist
and the worker, the type of

“TOMORROW

of Red
Germany,
His report appears below.

Recently a member
Action visited East

Like. many people | had
followed the events in Eastern
Europe with great Interest and

I was looking forward to
visiting East Germany in early
April. | was keen to see
whether the madia had

distorted what had happened
and to see how workers had
organised themselves.

The specific purpose of visiting
Rostock was to speak at an
anti-fascist meeting In the
city and | also hoped to meet

with members of the 'New
Forum' and the 'United Lelt'
(which consists of 7 groups
and Is generally regarded as

the most left-wing organisation
in Eastern Germany).

I expected that the people
would be poor and that there
would be very little in the
shops. In addition the articles
I had read In the British left
wress, and especlally  the
Soclalist Worker, had given me
the Impression that groups
such as the United Left (UL)
v qoing to fight against the
larye Iti-national companies
vho are eyeing-up E. Germany
(and all of Eastern Europe) for
the making of mega~profits.
Also, while | expected to see
some appearance of [ascism, 1
mapecied this to be quite
mall. All of these things
turned out to he wrong and
what follows is not exactly
ancouraging!

ORWELL'S 1984
As you aenter E, Germany you
ne dozens of senlry posts,

1] of barbed wire and
now empty watchtowers, As
wo drive my [riend from W.
armany points to the burnt

sin along the road.
had once oxtolled
the virtues of equality, liberty
and socialism bust the
atchtowers are a reminder of
a country which  employed
thousands to watch over the
workers and keep soclalism
alive!
The woman who we visited
daseribed hersell as a Christian

Soclalist and talked of letters
being opened, phones being
tapped, homes being visited,
relationships being broken and
workers belng put Into prison
for the simplest of reasons.
The feeling of state sur-
velllance was In her words
"all-embracing”. It was
George Orwell's 1984 and this
Is why people wanted rid of
'socialism’.

It wasn't because people were
poor; Indeed the shops were
full of food and peoples’
clothes and accommodation
was as good as here in Britaln.
Furthermore, with a guar-
enteed job at least no-one was
starving or homeless. People
were just sick of having thelr
lives dictated and controlled
by the hated security police
(the Stasl) and the ‘'soclalist
state'.

HOPE AND EXPECTATIONS
The original demo in 1989 had
brought forth great hopes and

sxpectations that something
better was on Its way. The
original organisers of them
have now dropped out of
politics altogether and many
have gone to W, Germany.
My f[riend, aged 27, estimated
that 90% of her [riends had

gone west.
As we walked off to the large

offices of the UL and the New
Forum | was therelore very
uncertaln about what 1 might
find. My mate from W. Ger-
many then told me about his
attempts to set up a formal
meeting with the UL. Two
woaks before, he had visited
them and asked all 7 org-
anisations Involved if they

would like to meat and discuss
with a British Trade Unlonist
how workers In Britain

ofganise aga‘nst all bosses and
the multi=nationals, All of
them had sald no! Great,

what am | doing here?

THE NEW FORUM
The offices of the New Forum
were blg and after introducing
we began Informally

ourselves

chatting with 4 of the people
there, The oldest person
present was now a local

soclety that the Torles have officers. The resson for no
bullt in this country over the action being taken Is that
cannot  exist thelr brutality Is essestial to
the functioning of the system
as It is to eny system that
depends on terror  and
barbarity. These are not of
course isolated conditions. It
Is very hard to riot In a jall
and the penalties are
terrifying. yet 18 prisons
reported riots and disturbances
in the wake of the Stangeways
events. This follows the
sequence of prison riots that

Loud 'ﬂ-_lll 10

Conditions In Britain's prisons have taken place since 1986 at
are  medieval. In 1008 3

Northeye such as that at
overcrowding was so bad that

Risley last year. It bs
2,000 prisoners were held In ..o hink that the

lls, breaking the PINg . .

police “‘, P o the Present spirit of hate and
government's own laws o disust for Tory policles

matter, Reading jall currently
reports 78% overcrowding. The
detalls of the "slopping out"
process are well known.

The brutality is also medieval.
During the Strangeways riot
warders were seen on TV
threatening inmates with
beatings. If they do that on
TV in front of the "liberal”
governor, what do they do In
the privacy of the fall?
Figures from Brixton give an
idea. Nine remand prisoners
have died In Brixton In the
past year. The last to die.
Germain Alexander, was found
with a fractured spise and his
teeth in the back of his
throat. No proceedings have
been taken against prison

together with the example of
the peoples of Eastern Europe
defying their state failers has
penetrated even the barbarity
of the prison system.

The ideclogy behind this
massive and brutal scale of
Incarceration Is also medieval.
Brendan O'Friel the 'liberal’
Governor of Strangeways
reported at the beginning of
the seige that "We are dealing
with something of a size and
magnitude quite unequalled In
our history....an explosion of
evil." That explainad
everything. The

were possessed by the Forces
of Satan. He has recently

gone further and claimed that

councillor,
After about 5 minutes we and the councillor promised to

were Interrupted and for the
next 30 minutes there was
excited chatter about how the
New Forum could assist @&
student to open a shop selling
Green products. The value of
the Green Party was mentioned

some workers from
the "ranks of the newly
unemployed"”.  When this was
translated to me | was stunned
and quickly left.

One thing which did

get him

we

| [ PO Y Dl HE EU PEAN|
LEFT TO THE ACTIVITIES AND POTENTIAL OF THE FAR
RIGHT OVER THE LAST DECADE HAS EVIDENTLY BORNE
FRUIT: THE FASCISTS ARE NOW SETTING THE AGENDA!
IN BOTH FRANCE AND GERMANY

HAVE THE LESSONS BEEN LEARNED OVER HERE?
RE: 'NEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK' ARTICLE.

the devil
when
revealed that he and his stafl

was in the Chapel
the riot started, and

averted a “holocaust”
Friday 13th through
"spiritual outpouring”.
amounts to an officlal
announcement that one of the
nastiest prisons is Europe is in
the charge of a raving lunatic.
With O'Freil in touch with the
devil and Manchester police
chief James Anderton speaking
to God, It Is only a matter of
time before the city's water
turns to wine and the lame
are made to walk . It Is good
to see top officials holding
themselves up to public
ridicule in this way, since It
prompts reflection on the
nature of the Institutions they
lead. In fact the prisoners
have done what any rational
society would have done [ifty
years ago, and demolished the
dungeon In which they were
kept.

Of course, the prison system s
merely @ part of an overall

on
2
This

Marx termed
men* - without which
state could not exist a
society based on the conflict
contending classes. The
most striking use of this form
of state violence by
present government occurred
during the miners' strike. The

that occasion due to
relative isolation of the ‘miners
from the rest of the working

class. The repressive
machinery is to be put to the

test again in @ new form of
assault wpon working class
living standards in the shape
of the Poll Tex. The
government's chosen weapons
here are the threat of
imprisonment and the bailiffs.
Both ultimately depend of
course upon the existence of a
paramilitary police force
without hich the threats
would have no effect. It Is
not expected that balliffs will
get very far In robbing
pensioners of their goods In
working class housing estates

without a considerable
stiffening of the local
constabulary. This  time
howaver, they will face the

unprecedented resistence of a
united working class. It will
be Interesting to see whether
the government chooses to tool
up for a fight over the issue
or back down. If they choose
to fight the Torles will not be

relying on the gentle
influences of culture and
clvilisation In collecting the
Poll Tax. We will have a
first-hand opportunity to
experience the realities of
state power In @ country

increasingly divided Into rich

and poor.

system of repression. With
the steady Increase In the
exploitation of the working
class In favour of the rich
over the past 10 years the
apparatus of state violence has
bad to be brutalised corr-
espondingly. Ip the [ront line |
of state violence are thej:

paramilitary riot police - whatg
"armed bodles of §
the

the}”

government won the battle onf\
thef/

Witk a little mire effort ue could make
il the highest in the world

FAR AWAY”

discover from visiting the New
Forum was that strike action
was planned for the [ollowing

day in protest against the
announcement by W. GCerman
Chancellor Kohl that when
unity came about the East
German workers could only
expect 1 Deutschmark for
every 2 Eastmarks. This
directly contradicted his

statements during the election
period in E. Germany when he
promised one [or one.

The strike action was planned
by the largely discredited
officlal state trade unlons.
The next day 30,000 strikers
demonstrated outside the
opening sesslon of the E.
German Parllament in Berlin.

These extremely contradictory
events must leave most
workers very confused!
T NATIONALISM
into this confusion
smerges a very  strong
nationalist feeling. Rostock's
walls were plastered with
thousands of posters, all in the
nationalist colours, The most
prominent were those saying
JA! (yesluesto unity). The
fesign of the posters was
sxactly the same of those of a
19308 [fascist street poster.
There were also thousands of
posters of one of the smaller
parties which offered the
slogan:= 'Today the Nation -
tomorrow all things far away'.
My [riend also told me that
the DSU (Deutsche Soslal
Union) whilst not officially
declaring themselves to be
fascist have used fascists to
steward their meetings and
demonstrations, The DSU is
linked with the Bavarian based
Christian Soclal Unlon which
was led, until his recent death,
by ex-Nazl Franz-Josef Strauss.

there

ANTI-FASCISM
At the anti-fascist meeting
about 35 young people turned
up and after a short speech
sbout anti=fascism in Britain
we got round to discussing the
current political developments
in East Germany. We had 2
mock vote and only one person
voted for unity. There was a

feeling, however, that it was
inevitable and that for them,
at least, the most Important
struggle was going to be
stopping the fervent nationalist
feelings developing into
fascism, Direct links were

made with the group and Red

Action through Anti-Fascist
Action (AFA) will attempt to
maintain this link by
exchanging Information and
ideas.

The briel visit to East
Germany was depressing. East

German workers are in for a
big shock when unity comes

about, unemployment Is
predicted to rise to 3 million,
food prices will rocket and
cheap accommodation will be
destroyed. Multi-nationals will
make massive profits and
already the W. German Gov-
ernment has admitted that ex-
members of the Stasi will be
welcome in the 'new' police

organisation.

IGNORING REALITY
| am also upset at what | have
read In the British 'left' press.
Articles about organisations
such as the United Left and
New Forum have been largely
uncritical and yet we cannot.
as soclalists, hide the fact
that these organisations are
even to the right of Kinnock!
Working class people in Britain
are also very wary about what
@ united Germany would mean
and by lgnoring the activiites
of far=-right groups and fascists
in East Germany the
newspapers of the British left
are not allowing workers to
see the truth about what Is
happening. This Is almost as
dangerous as the hysterical
reporting of the bourgeoly
press. So please spare us the
bullshit and give us some
asccurate reporting!
Red Action Is In a good
position, through Its work In
AFA, to begin a debate within
the working class about the
developments in Eastern
Europe. In addition there is
to be held an anti-fascist
conference In East Germany
later this year. Red Action

and AFA will be Invited.
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Beor S apell 17th it

was reported In the press
that @ member of a group
called the Irish People's Lib-
eration Organistion had been
killed by another republican
group. Later in the week
another IPLO Volunteer died,
this time on active service
and his coffin was given
(according tothe  Guardian
on 23rd) a guard of honour
by his comrades,

Would it be possible for Red
Action (Britain's best corr-
espondent on  Republican
military matters In [reland)
to inform it's readers and
mysell about the IPLO and
also provide more detail
about the INLA who we don't
seem to here much about
these days.

Yours in Struggle
G.Marjotta.

with the IPLO in 1987 which
left 13 people dead and 20
seriously injured, the Repub-
lican Socialist  Movement
as  represented  politically
by the IRSP (irish Republican

The Hatfield Anti-Poll Tax
Union, in which a number of
Red Actlion supporters are
involved, stood an Anti-Poll
Tax Union candidate in the
local elections In May. A
number of options were
proposed and discussed at @
members' meeting, the most
popular proving to be the
standing of a single candidate
In a Tory marginal. Most
people were sensitive to the
prospect of damaging Labour's
precarious hold on the district
Council which It currently
controls by a majority of one.
Other people felt that the

Labour party's position on the
Poll Tax Is a disgrace since
thay not only propose to do
the Tories' dirty work for
them in collecting the tax, but
also to Impose lagal penalties
upon those who cannot of will

not pay. Everyone (the
decision was literally
unaminous) felt that some

form of protest needed to be
made through the ballot box
and so a single candidate was
the selected option. we
scored a highly respectable 400
votes, beating the Liberal
Democrats who increased their
own vole into fourth place. It
is certainly the case that had
the membership chosen to
stand a candidate in a more
promising (le. Labour held)
ward, we would have gained
two or even three times as
many votes, and at leasl, have
beaten the Tory candidate.

It is believed that the Hatfield
APTU was the only Unlon in
the country (and in Scotland)
to stand in the elections. The
reason is not lar to seek. The

have been forced om INLA
sctivity due to the limited
ilability of ap at
their disposal, and Is expected
to remain that way until

of literature since

their emergence in 1987
) magarine/paper  entitled
" ich

never re-emerged after

first edition. Before the

while part of
R.S.M., the individuals who
later went on to form the
IPLO, always represented
the most corrupt and react-
jonary elements within that
movement. Since its form-

National organisation, the All-
British Federation, is
dominated by the Militant
Tendency. Militant do deserve

serious ciedit for undertaking
the organisation of a national
anti-poll tax movement when
no-one else, notably the SWP,
did. However their [atuous
conception of  revolutionary
action, le entry Into the
Labour party and
transformation of the country
through the votes of
parliamentary representatives,
leads them to protect at all
times a Labour party which
pot only, as they admit, is
busy in eliminating all traces
ol soclalism from its
programme  (let alone its
jegislation), but which expaends
huge resources in the effort to
aliminate Militant itself. They
are like the man in the joke
who mends the fault in the
guillotine by which he s to be

axecuted. Militant members

both
criminal elements and those
who have been rejected by
the Republican Movement.

been recruiting

The future of the IPLO,
the circumstances of
it's formation, s certain

to be an unstable and un-
certain one.

(The history of the INLA,
the origine of the ‘Feud'
and the IPLO etc, is covered
in two articles 'Down but
not out', and 'A  Second
Chance' which appeared in
jssues 36 and 38 of Red

Action. Anybody who wants
copies of the two articles
can get them by sending a
S.A.E. to the BM Box no.)

o ———————

REFUSE AND
RESIST

Dear Comrades
Please find enclosed coples of
'Refuse and Resist’ as ex-
amples of what |Is belng
g:oduccd against the Poll Tax
Scotland; Independent of the
established 'left' groups in the
Anti=Poll Tax Federation.
| read with interest your front
page article on the Poll Tax
and would entirely agree with

the sentiments expressed
within It.
The main block to bullding

genuine community=based antl-
poll tax organisations has been
the cold hand of the Militant
led, and bureaucratically con-
trolled, federations. We be-
lieve In working within this
body to make it truly reflect
the feelings of the Poll Tax
refusniks, and nmot just the

County  Federation

succeeded In
passing a resolution not
condemning, but ‘refusing to
endorse’ the Hatfleld APTU's
move. It is Red Action's
beliel that Militant's position,
and anyone who supports them,
is profoundly unmarxist. Marx
was Insistent, particularly after
the experience of the
revolutionary Paris Commune in
1871, that the working class
cannot simply "take over® the
machinery of government It

within  the

There were

on the
Committee

finds  existing
bou! state.
two fundamental reasons for
this argument. The first Is
that @ parllamentary system is
a purely legislative body, that
is, it makes laws but does
nothing to put them into
practice, Parliaments talk, but
they do not work. This re-
quires that there is a huge,
inert and reactionary structure
within the state (the Civil

sterile debates between
Militant and the SWP (which is
largely an artificial debate
anyway). The question of
building in lccal communities
and aemongst the organised
working class are not mutvally
exclusive questions and should
be taken up as part of a two
pronged attack on the Tories'
Poll Tax.

‘Refuse and Resist' would
welcome comment, letters and
articles on the anti-poll tax

struggle from members and
supporters of Red Action. Our
next lssue will contaln @
strong  defence of those
arrested and involved In the
tioting which followed the
London demonstration on March
Jlst. If you have any
comments on these events

please forward them to RER at
the above address ASAP.

Yours comradely

Stevie Lees (for RER)

All articles,letters and
donations to:

Refuse and Resist,

c/o Murray,

31 Leven St.,

Glasgow G41 2JD

CONTROLLING THE

STREETS

Dear Red Action

The attack by the Police on
the demonstrators at Trafalgar
Square showed the need, once
sgain, for all those who
describe themselves as
socialists and/or Trade
Unionists to begin to discuss
street  tactics. This s
especially urgent as the state
proposes to step up its attacks
against workers who can't or
won't pay the Poll Tax. The
bailiffs who are sent to steal
our hard-earned goods are
going to be backed up by a
police force ready and willing
to fully implement their own
form of state punishment.

It is vital that resistence to
them s carefully planned.
Our experience as militant
anti-fascists has shown how
the British left has, for the
last 10  years, exclusively
concerned itsell with peaceful
and legal protest.  Militant's
condemnation of demonstrators
who fought against the police
is simply the othet side of the
the coln to the SWP's app-

’
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT

TO REMAIN... STUPID!

Sarvice)
put
Into
consequently has enormous, and
quite
The second

actually does
resolutions
and  which

which
parllamentary
practice,

uadcmocractic  powers.
reason consists In

the fact that MPs (and their

equivalents in other systems)

are a privileged body saparated
by their function and salarles
from the people they supp=
osedly represent. They are
therefore not delegates acting
on the Instructions of the class
that elected them as members
of that class, but

tatives who can act as
they please although they are
supposed to encapsulate the

political will of 60,000 or so

five
As
are elected
m t the people.
The Hatfield APTU decided,
through its members, to oblige
the candidate to act as a
delegate and so be bound to
act, In all matters, according
to the will of the union
members as expressed by votes
at union meetings. 1 cannot
think of a single Instance In
which this procedure has heen
adopted  within  the British
elactoral system. It was not
perhaps @ glant step that
would rock Westminster to Its
foundations. But it Is
certainly far more principled
and democratic than the sad
attempts of Militant to turn
lead into gold by making the
Labour party a vehicle of
soclalist revolution. We know
where such attempts have load
in the past and where they
will always lead in the future
- to the betrayal of working

the years
Marx

ta

for

sald, they

people.

roach to fascists: which s to
walk away and leave others to
desl with them!

Thus in the next few months
fs It vital that this is ended
and that all those Involved in
their Anti=Poll Tax Unlons
begin to discuss effective
street organisation and tactics.
This will form a vital part of
the campalgn over
few months as the state steps
up Its attacks against our
communities.

M.M. E.London Red Action

Dear Comrades

Thank yu for your letter and
the publications enclosed, |
was quite interested in reading
the pamphlet 'We are Red
Action' and | found that many
criticisms of the SWP/SAG
attitude towards anti-fascism
are also my own. The German
SAG policy totally talls behind
the 'out of the movement'
line of the SWP, opposing all
kinds of anti-fascist
moblisation. While the basis
of SAG Is predominantly work-

ing class, the leadership s
exclusively intellectual middle-
class. This leadership consists
also  without exception of
Germans, whereas nearly 40%
of the membership are
Immigrants.

After reading your material, |
have two particular questions:
. = @s far as | know Red
Action supported various
attenpts at reorganisation
amongst former SWP opp-
ositionists. | refer to @
meeting in 1986 called 'State
Capitalist Forum' where Red
Action attended together with
the RDG and other groups and
an article in 'Republican
Worker' cited In "The Far Left

in British Politics'. What s
your attitude to these re-
organisation  campalgns  end

towards other 'split-offs' from
the SWP (for example, RDG,
Republican Faction etc?

Yours [raternally
Matthias B Laver W.Germany,

the next | ghe

The SWP have Initiated
nothing In a decade and are
unlikely to do so. The down-
turn  theory was hatched
to explain their own impot-
ence and was entirely a

reflection of the new
conservatism amongst its
student base rather than

change in sttitude of
working class towards
the left. Were it now to
develope or adopt a revolu-
tionary strategy in relation
for

any

on the course of least resist-
ance and the soft option,
could have the effect of
provoking @ haemorrage in
membership that would reduce
it in a relatively short time
to near its pre-1968 figures.

one and only attempt

the "spin offs"
led to the Socialist Federation
ich disolved without trace
1986. Whatever
of the exercise
Is no point in
now.The RDG has coll-
ppsed and Red Action are

the least likely on the left
ko pick up this particular
baton.

HYPOCRITES

Dear Comrades
How can
realistically
axpand and
links with

Red Action
and  effectively
consolidate their

the black working
class? British soclety has
failed black people In every
concelvable way. The worst,
most unforgiveable hypocrisies
have come from the lelt.

The sincere, practical working-
class politics of Red Action
means the potential is there i
cut through understandable
hostility and suspicion to reach

| need more time to develop a black com rades. Success
more comprehensive” reply to depends on how well it s
your theses published In the understood that  for the
recent Issues of your paperjcreation of a paaceful socialist
(for example, the Lenin|soclety, Race must never be
discussion), so please try lofseen ns of secondary
answer my questions and Ijimportance to Class -
promise to keep in contactiotherwise complex racist
with you ldynamics take over, and, yet

will

Yours Fraternally
C.A.,Islington.

again, black
betrayed.

people

political princples and pay a

descislons.

to ‘Red Action’,

SUPPORT
RED ACTION

Red Action Is an organisation founded by working class
plople 10 work for the furthering of the cause of
Socialism. Membership is open to all who accept our

member has an equal vole on all Red Action policy and

If you suppori our aims but do not wish 10 become 8
member, you can become @ supporting member This does
nol entitle you to vote, but you will receive.

1. A free subscription 1o the newspaper.

2. A regular internal newsletter that will keep you
informed of what is going on in the organisation.

3. Notification of any Red Action activities in your ares.
The cost for this is €20 for one year.

Subscriptions (o the puper are still avallable separately
The cost is {3 pounds for ten issues. Please remember (hat
producing a paper Is a very uneconomic business and we
are always very grateful for amy donations, and especially
grateful to anyone who can take exir coples 1o sell,

All cheques and postal orders should be made payable

BM BOX 37- LONDON
*WCIN 3XX-

weekly subscription. Every

be contacted by writing to:

RED ACTION ON MERSEYSIDE

If interested in finding out more / getting active
in the North West or on Merseyside. There s a grouping
of members and supporting members on Merseyside who can

P.0. BOX 80
SOUTHPORT
PRE 6BH




For many the term anarchy
simply means chaos! The
breakdown of law and orderl
The destruction of private
property! Attacks on the
police.  Against all and any
form of authority and controll
Complete freedom, complete
democracy! Anarchy equals
freedom! An argument against
any politicel activity or
alections. Agalnst all states!
A bellef in spontaneity against
organised leadershipl "What we
want Is anarchy. the rule of
nobody, the responsibility of
averyone to nobody but
pimself®, was how Proudhon
(an anarchist theoretician) put
it.

Above is a mixture of what
the medla might say about
anarchists and what anarchists
might say about themselves.
It might surprise @ lot of
people, other than the average
Sun reader, to learn that
anarchism Is In fact a worked
out political philosophy distinct
and separate from, Indeed
hostile to. Marxism and
revolutionary soclalism. And a

of

as
i

theory,
should unite with their fellow
Slavs, Croats, Serbs elc fo
form a single natlon.
was to lay out his plan for an
anarchist 'secret dictatorship’
centralised in the hands of one
all-powerful
considerable detall. But most

penned.

This Is the long
written at the Crar's behest in
the Peter and Paul fortress in
1851.
published
was
aspect:
crawling that
production of our hero.
course the cringing tone was
assumed,
established
content
was by and large @
statement of
accurate an account of events

B

Russians and  Poles

Later he

dictator in

what we know about the

stage he had reached In 1848
comes from one of the most
intaresting

documents he

'Confession’

When the text was first
In 1821, attention
fixed on a secondary
the tone of bally-
permeated the
of

is well
the lidea
'Confession’
reliable
as

but
that
the

It
of
views and

Bakunin would have written
frae. In one section

siagle | Invisible
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that the partisans
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reconstitute the state, but we
created anarchy “as
pllots amidst the
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of power."

Bakunin's letter of June 2nd
1870 to Serze Nechayev was
discovered and published only
in 1986. In It he Is much
more explicit than before on
the organisationsl end of the
scheme. The Invisible force Is
now described as the collective
dicatorship of an organisation.
the secret dictatorship of the
Controllers  whom
Bakunin had previously called
the 'invisible legion'. Imagine
yourself in @ successful
revolution Bakunin invited,
"Byt Imagine in the midst of
this general amarchy. & secret
organisation that has scattered
its members in small groups

Marx's mistake was to ignore
this Intuitive insight, instead
favouring the admission of
Bakunin's organisation into the
International when it pretended

to disband its parallel
structure (or ‘'state within a
state'). As we have seen
Bakunin had worked out a

rationale which permitted him
to thunder against dictatorship
with freedom-loving ardour.
keeping his [ingers crossed as
he told his disciples that his
rhetoric only meant official
dictatorship.
It was Bakunin's regular
pattern to accuse Marx in
public of exactly what he,
Bakunin, was planning In secret
- the difference being of
course that his ends were
honourable. Bakunin's attacks
were In reality unfounded
smears characterised by a
common mix of anti-semitism
and slander. As he denounced
the “hatred of Marx and
marxians against us" - "that
is exactly the way Germans
and especlally german Jews
combat their opponents” - he

accused the "little Jew N.

them the term was only ever
used In reference to, or as a
description of the workers'
state  itsell. One was @
synonym for the other. For
Marz and Engels it was the
same thing.

This time In attempting an

good thing too many might
chotus, after the collapse of
the 'Marxist Dictatorships' in
eastern Europe.

historical analysis of the roots
of anarchism we are again
forced to turn to the guestion

'riots’.
anarchists have taken most of

Since the Poll Tax
the blame, or Indeed have
been given most of the credit,
for turning peaceful demon-
strations, according to the
media, Into orgles of violence.
The resulting notoriety has
given anarchist ideas and
theorles a new lease of life.

One paper described 'Class
War' as being so extreme that
they didn't even have leaders!?
Anarchists glory In that kind
of extremism., They like to
sen themselves as being pure
In mind and spirit and thelr
history as being untainted by
either compromise or deceit.

They pour scorn on the
theories. structures and
activities of most of the
revolutionary left, but then

what makes up the far left In
Britain makes an easy, not 1o
say Inviting, target. As
regular readers of Red Action
might have noticed we have.
to put it mildly, made a few
oriticlsms  ourselves,  which
echo in sentiment least
gome of the familar
pccusations  regularly  made
against them, by those who
march under the black flag.
As a result It is ot
gncommon to see Red Actlon
labelled and dismissed as
either 'romantic anarchists', or
alternatively. ‘anarcho=
syndicalists'. Romantic we
may be, anarchists we are not.
Our flag stays red. It ls the
gonclusions reached by Marx
and Engels we use as a guide
to action rather than Bakunin
and Proudhon, for very good
reasons as you will see.

In the last 3 issues of the
paper, under the title, "The
Dictatorship of the Proletariat’
it was alleged that Lenin and

at

of democracy versus
dictatorship.  For central to
the phllosophy of Michaal
Bakunin, 'the  father of
anarchism' was the need for
form of dictatorship.
the anarchists' stated
beliels about freedom of the
individual etc he was violently
opposed to any party or indeed
class dictatorship. [Instead he
advanced the idea of
dictatorship with a new twist
- an invisible dictatorship!

What many people, presumably

anarchists among them fail to
understand, Is that anarchism
denounces most Ideally

democratic forms of decision
making as authoritarlan and
evil: for the will of the
Individual must not bow before
any outside demand. What do
you do when people disagree in
an organised soclety where

the Bolsheviks understanding of | Bakunin described his plan for
the term was simply wrong. |an 1848 revolution In Bohemia:
Wrong in principle because It "The gov-
was undemocratic, wrong In | eramest with unlimited
practice because thelr theory dictatorial power must sit In
was based on a fatal clubs and journals
misinterpretation. The | are manifestations of garrulous
Bolsheviks  and  practically | snarchy and will also be
everyone  olse, with  the destroyed, and all will be
exception of Rosa Luxemburg subjected o @

bolieved  that the term |dictatorial authority®.

raferred to a special form of | The  revolution would be
government, dictatorial in | organised by 3 secret socleties.
nature, that would administer |unknown to each other, each
power In the workers's state. with @ "strict beirarchy and
For Marx and Engels from the |uscosditional discipline
beginning to the end of their of » small sumber
careers |t meant nothing more |comprisieg all the talented.
and nothing less than the rule

of the proletariat, the con=

quest of political power by the

working class, and the

establishment of a workers

state In the Immediate post-

revolutionary  period. For

Utin® who was Bakunin's chief
opponent in Geneva, of being
Marx's agent and of holding
dangerous  ambitions "both
personal and raclal", clearly
implylng @ Jewlsh conspiracy.
(Interestingly Proudhon. pre=
empting the Nazis and another

individuals have to live in
concert? Aparchism bas 8o
answer In words It rejects
both despotism and any form
of democracy As 'Author-
{tarian' and gropes for a third
alternative. But none s
found, just more and more talk
about freedom. The real
cholce bafote real amarchists
has always been this. The
safety of high-minded but
meaningless rhetoric, or ajan
resort to speclal forms of an
elite dictatorship. In other

libertarian myth of Bakunin's

agitator. According to his

was
the theory of dictatorship, the
scheme
invisible dictators.
worked out
fact

belongs
period means
earller conversion was largely

added
conception of
fact his later adoption of an

thelr turs act lovisibly. as
were. on the crowd.® That
Bakunin's new (twist on

leadership of
here only
embryo., The
the Confession
his pre-anarchist
little, since his

for a

In
that
to

|deological superstructure
to his long held
revolution. In

words there will alwa
'leaders' - the real questfon Is anarchist ideclogy wrave his
whether they will pe | theory additional roots.
accountable or not. It was In 1870 when Bakunin was
Sekusin  who  inswgutated|[PVICIRK tovether bl irele et
anarchism as a movement on ruin’ drive within the
the basls of the second International Working Mens'
solution, Association, he produced 2
Indeed, of all advocates of documents where he set forth
dictatorship on the left, which [hi# 8im of dictatorship, both
Marx always vehemently of thc!.:. were ulninmm tlo
Marx. he first is the only
opposed, one of the most
virulent cases was Michael public document In which he
Bakunin. To be sure. the expressed himself candidly. It

was sent to Albert Richard of

tyearning' for fresdom, still Lyons then a [riend and
marches across acres of paper, [disciple. 88 a8 mesage of
but for the purpose of analysis manifesto to be read out at a
we must confine ourselves to|mass meeting in leu of
the facts, In 1848 Bakunin |Bakunin's coming to speak In
was a revolutionary Pan-Slavist |[person. The message called on

the audience to proclaim the

common  plan. The small
groups woknown by ssybody as
no  officially

or plan.”

In this wet dream of invisible
power he was not talking
merely of the amnarchists' own
‘invisible organisations' but of
a monopoly of organisation. for
the function of anarchy was to
destroy everybody elsa's
organisation, which was by
definition 'authoritarian’.

As mentloned before. Marx and
everybody alse in the
International's leadership were
unaware of the documents
described above and many
others of similar Import.
There were plentiful suspicions

based on experience, In 1888
as  Bakunin's 'bore from
within' operation rot

underway. Marx remarked In a
letter to Engels: "The Russian
evidently wants to become
dictator

i

of the
class move

have a
officially

opponent of Marx, even celled
for a total extermination of
the Jews as a race).

THE REVOLUTIUONARY CLASS
Another of Bakunin's
theoretical peculiarities that
emerged was the role he
alloted to the working class.
Bakunin was one of the first
figures to argue that the
vanguard of the revolution
would not be found in the
working class, but would rely
instead on the soclally
declassed, whom Marx
described the ‘'lumpen
proletariat’ ("the most
dangerous class" - dangerous
to the revolution that is),
those who economically have
lost their role In society and
lead only a marginal existence.

In Bakunin's ideology the
proletariat In the marxist
sense, that |s wage earners
who work more or less stably,
and worse still get paid more
or less regularly. are
'hourgeols'. As  Bakunin
explained In @ letter to a

supporter why Italy and Spain
are the most revolutionary
countries, "there exists in Italy

sot morally and Intsllectually
exhausted like the bourgeols
in other countries.”
Along with the peasantry who
represented 'barbarism' and a
contribution from the emigrant
Russian aristocracy. they mo to
make up @ marginal class
which Bakunin belleves can
make the revolution. That Is.
these are the class elements
which Bakunin belleves can be
‘ridden’ by a conspiratorial
vanguard In order to selze
power. Utilization of this
restless and flerce (that s
unstable and viclous) section
of gthe population was not
confined to adventurers Illke
Bakunin, though It was not
always aknowleged or
theorised. For this class s
avallable In times of recession
and Is volatile. These two
especially attractive features
are tempting to ambitious
leaders who have neither hope
nor desire to move real soclal
forces into motion through a

short cuts.
Bakuninlst
abstention

rhetoric
from politics etc
sounds extremely radical as
Marx noted and is "so simple
that it can be learned by
peart in 5 minutes". All in
all this was a theory of a
revolutionary class that was
Indeed destined to go far a
all century later with the
mergence on its back of
fascist dictatorships in [taly.
Germany. Spain etc. of
course it was a complete
negation of Marx.
INTELLECTUALS

Another one of the central
charges lald against Marx by
Bakunin was the claim that he
intended to set up a "despotic
government headed by real or
allegedly learned men". Now
it might be supposed that a
man who gets so indignant at
the alleged aim of the
Marxists to establish ]
dictatorship of the iIntelligensia
Is hinsell free of this
detestable ambition. On the
contrary, this was the crux of
Bakunin's political perspective.
While he expected much from
his lumpen class. peasants.
barbarians and brigands. It was
not the canon fodder that was
to lead the troops. While the
revolutionary masses were to
be warned of the bureaucratic
d of organisatl and
kept free from such sins. the
leaders were to be organised
in secret socleties of relatively
small membership.

*"These socleties [wrote
Bakunin] were to be limited to
small sumbers of persons. but
would include as far as
possible all mem of talest,
know! Intelligence,
sort

about

influence, who while obeying a
central authority [that s
Bakunis himself as a secret
chief) would turn exert &
invisible sway over the

of
masses”.
At the same time as Bakunin
looked to the dictatorship of

his declassed intellectuals, he
also professed though
theoreticlan himsell, to be

flercely anti-intellectual.

As early as 1847 when Marx
was glving lectures to German
workers clubs In  Brussels,
Bakunin wrote that "Marx was

rulning the workers by
theorists of them", These
were two sides of the same
coln, if the troops were not
to be contaminated by being
exposed to confusing ideas, If
they were to remain
sufficiently fierce in a single
minded f{ashion to hack the old
soclety to pleces in accordance
with the aims of Bakunin, they
must at all costs not be over=-
aducated to the point where
they might question the
General Staff, those "unseen
pllots” who were directing the
lumpen army in order to
remould the world closer to
their heart's desire. "A
revolutionary”, wrote Bakunin,
"knows oaly a single scleace -
destruction”

making

Dictatorial domination for the
intelligentsia; anti-intell-
ectualism for the masses; this
was the outlook written down
end spelled out by the
mhannlnnl' whose invented
ears against Marx Inspire
political movements like Class
War to this day, which |Is
where we came in.
In his excellent autobiography,
"Memoirs of a Revolutionary”
Victor Serge described the
representatives of  different
political currents that flocked
to Russla in 1918 for the
Comintern's Second Congress.
For most of the Marxist left
now ‘'bolshevised', “the words

working
better

will be

unicated.”

protracted  process  without

explanstion for them, without
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*, but as
commented, "their theor:
for twelve year olds".
Almost the

and the Incomprehension of the
i for

anarchists. It is as
them time has stood stll, as if

the development of history had
delayed or

been held back,
postponed. Now suddenly the
entire world Is turning upside
down, and yet among the self-

1

i

They were excellent

another
Y Walkialinists appears

eft from the anarchists to the
to be,
something that

They are happy with

fix
rokan.

Only Red Action it seems Is
prepared to announce that “the
Emperor has no clothes"
On the one hand a group like
(Class War throws in & few
fucks to disguise thelr real
dilettantism and lack of any
janalysis. At the opposite end
ol the market, a group called
'The Leninist' react in typical

proclaimed vanguard of the[fshion at the suggestion that
working class only confusion[thelr idol Leain might not
reigns. Trotskyites are[ofter all have been infallible:

triumphant 'believing' that this
finally is Trotsky's prophecy of

8 workers' revolution to
ovarthrow Stalinism made
flesh. A case of wishiul

thinking that sidesteps reality.
The Communist party Is rest
by division, some proclaiming
Gorbachev as thelr messiah,
while the remaining Stalinist
rump mutter darkly about the
counter-revolution In Eastern
Europe!

There Is one thing that Is
crystal clear. The clolstered
scademic left In Britain and

Buropes, East and oty
marginalised for decades,
content for the most part to
occupy the position of

cheerleadars, dispensing advice
and abuse to those centre
stage, are [inally going to be
drawn into the fight
themseives. As we in Red
Actlon always suspected, when
push comes to shove. no other
movement could be 50
singularly 1ll-equipped for the
role of leadership they had
alloted to themselves.

In France It is the far-right of
the National Front rather than
the far left who claim the
right to march on may I1st
workers' day. The left in
Germany has been stampeded
in the rush for re-unification,
with tha far=right agalin
setting the agenda.

On the domestic scene thngs
are even worse, After and
during the Poll Tax riot In
Trafalgar Square, the
instinctive reaction of the 2
bigrest organisations, both the
Soclalist Workers Party and
Militant. showed not only that
they were Incapable of off-
ering any leadership, they did
not even know which side they

were meant to be on. While
Militant condemned the
violence and offersd to name

names, & spokesperson for the
SWP denied thelr involvement
and appeared at the point of
apologising for any offence
caused,

If it wasn't completely obvious
before then It surely cannot be
denled now. Something has
gone badly wrong.

Still the attitude of the entire

"those great comtributors to

thought, Red Actios,
tly taken W the
cudgels against Lenin
of the
" etc (Leninist).
ey first misrepresent what
was being sald, and then

ismiss it entirely on the basis
jof a printer's arror.  Their
middle-class Indignation,
apparently heightened by the
fact that they believe that
semi-literate ruffians like Red
Action should be content fto
wield only custom made
joudgels of a familiar varlety,
nd refrain from trespassing on
eir  theoretical preserve.
Their own form of intellectual

parthied perhaps? Well boys,
we had the slightest
onfid if the traditional

left had provided the smallest
lindication that they really
knew what they were talking

jabout, then In all probability
|JRed Action, still in embryo
form today, would not even
oxist.

[Fact Is, as Engels remarked In
a letter to Marx, after the
icollapse of the Paris revolution
in 1848 and the ensuing

“|reaction, "The supply of heads

(intellectuals] that since '40
|were brought over to the
[proletariat from other classes
jscams to have totally dried up
jsince then, in all countries. It
jsoems the workers must do It
themselves more and more”.

Red Action Is not a vague
acadamic group, neither is this
a vague academic exercise.
Over the years In the struggle

against fascism and racism, we
have been stabbed, slashed and
beaten. For us politics Is not
a8 hobby. We are not
searching for & blueprint or
the Holy Grail. We are fust
after the truth, All other
alternatives have been
exhausted but no effective

substitute has heen discovered,
We need to know the truth

because If we are going to do
it by ourselves we need to
know what works. The next
time our class Is pushed Into a
fight we must be prepared.
the next time we will fight,
This time we must win. Join

Ul

Easter Rising.

According
] it's allies in

George s,
Bush, and his various
Red Action sent the following | stooges around the world
of solidarity to | such as Margaret Thatcher,
Venceremos' the | have made much of the
F.M.L.N's own radio station, | jnvasion of Panema, as a
o the Republican | demonstration of their will
Movemnt on their to emsure ‘freedom’ and
Jcommemoration of the 1916 " ' throughout the

to the US.A. and | violation of Panama's sover-

the imperialist | eignty and the breaking of

] West, the recent crumbling | International Law, the USA.
of the totalitarian regimes above all, displayed
] of the ‘eastern bloc' has | enormous  hypocrisy  when

it is taken into account it's
history  of ‘propping-up'
numerous right-wing dictator-
ships throughout central and
southern America and the
P 1 endor and active sup-
port it gives to these regimes

heralded a triumph over the
ideology of soclalism, and
has signalled it's effective

Saa.a o

end.
However, this theory has
been

by the struggles of the op-
peoples

pressed worldwide, | and their policies of mass
from E| Salvador to South | murder and intimidation of
Alrica, from Palestine to | all d political opposi
Ireland, who have carried | ion and acceptance of their
on the liberation struggle | exclusion from the rigged
against massive odds, and | elections.

the
courage and determination
of the F.MLN. (freedom
fighters and the enormous
success of their recent offen-
sives aghainst the

for whom socialism represents
the only vision that can de-
liver them from the oppress-
ion and poverty that exists

today.
Whilst the West, and partic- government
ularly the US.A., point to | and hopes that for the sake
their massive wealth as proof |of the Salvadorean people
of the success of capital that | victory Is not
the people of the third world, | too far away from the distam
upon whose backs their wealth | future.
is made, continue to lay |To organisations such as
down their lives as proof | ours, who have yet to reach
of the rejection of their | within a million miles of
political, military and eco- | Your own level of struggle
nomic slavery under US. |In both taking on the estab-
— lishment and winning the
heart and minds of the people
you remain an eve
source of inspiration towards
the successful  conclusion
of our own objectives and
a proud example to the revol
utionary movement worldwide.

VICTORY TO THE F.M.L.N.
VICTORY TO THE SALVAD-
OREAN PEOLE.

_A
army
against the

to the R
those of your comrades
who have fallen In the fight for National Libeiation and
Socialism, on this, the 74th anniversary of the 1918 Easter

Rising.
As Connclly and the vol of the citizens’ army who
gave their lives all those years ago realised. oaly the

combisation of both the nationalist and socialist question can
truly provide the basis for the selfl-emancipation of the Irish
working class; this is as true today as it was then.
The Republican Soclalist movement has suffered much in the
present phase of the struggle and many volunteers and
activists have lost their lives on husger-strike. at the hands
of the British forces. loyalist fascist murder-gangs and the
forces of counter-revolutios. yet we realise that many more
sacrifices will have to be made I the gesuine communist
party of Ireland to which you aspire is to be built.
Receat overtures made by certals by of the Republi
heirarchy what many of ws have always
suspected of being fact. that in @ negotiated settlement for a
British | and the subseq formation of a thirty-
two county republic, socialism will mot be at the top of the
m.ndm-mhmlrmnltheh-ulllh
subjected to the same poverty. degradation and repression
under an Irish government that it has beem suffering ever
since the formation of the free state. In preventing this
betraysl of Commolly's idesls, ls where the role of the
R 1i Socialist
In our own country the efforts of the so-called
solidarity/withdrawal movements has seea nothing more than
twenty wasted years of sectarianism. back-biting and In-
fighting that has completely failed to raise the subject of the
Irish struggle amongst the British working class. has been
characterised by well meaning fallures and more often cynical
exercises In recruitment by the various left organisations.
Although we certainly do mot claim to hold all the answers,
we believe we are able to learn from these fallures and that
we can. and Indeed must. set sbout working towards buildieg
a gesuise soliderity movement in Britain that will at last
challonge the status quo; to this end Red Action bas
dedicated itself.
In recogaition of the massive uphill struggle that you face we
well In your fight to free
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present dramatic  evidence
of the wvalue of our own
counter-interrogation tech-
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their  enquiries.
thrilling  opening
the tension never flags as
probing question
the Interrogator is brilliant!y
porried by the dogged heroic
ally, monotonous repitition
from the defendant " wish
Highly
for  beginners
and an absolute must for
Tl;: serlous poll tax rioter,
tith

oy S
album, cassette or C.D,
Forty five minutes of edited
highlights, cost £9.99 from
"Shut

From the
moment s




there  for
it, and
was no
were  mot
market
refresh-
oldest
tle for
the liberal truth. Commun- | the al fittest.
_u“mu&guﬂ-mmbmm
credited, the working class | with nature.
iIn any case has almost | T ot the beginning of
vanished, while  Capitalism 8 new decade it is being re-
despite all  20eh century | luctantly acknowledged by
mu_mfmmdm_emm-
is stronger than ever, mm* the trium
HOMELESSNESS of "our values' in eastern
In Britain they are forever | EUT0Pe that in fact Britain
telling us ‘'we never had
2_0“ y and that free-
been restored; indeed
nhl--ynnlh;
un.thfmh-wﬂnq
under bridges. The Image
ollhu-e-l..uw“
du.uu-.:,m-c.lul-
ist, was the wision of the
rmmudbyrldmuq
ideologists. After the That-
cher induced recession of
the ecarly 80's people of all
classes were encouraged to
enrich themselves,
Growth and progress we
were told was inifnate Many
believed them. People were
optimistic. Skilled workers
were on first name terms
with their estate agents.
took out expensive | ...
- seembiy monetarist is

others with 3 million unem-
ployed, 9 million working

people continue to live on
and we were all encouraged | . below the Council of
to buy, at knockdown bargain Europes ‘poverty threshold',

erty, there comes
rulfutlm that

nature, then

wanted to see
earlier,

In 1988 Thatcher
is
family,

Naturally there were casual-
ties  millions of

homelessness  doubled, but
those in work with homes
were encouraged to believe

mxlnsounmu.ocxlconn

uneasy, milling over the
Implications of such rapld
racruitment. “"Who are they?"
"Are they National Front?"
one of their number enquired
optimistically.

The 150 strong Labour/SWP
picket who bad . allowed
themselves to be herded by
police behind a 5 foot ralling
so that they could scream
"police protect the fascists"
when the reverse was true,
shouted "scum, scum, scum" as
we passed. About 15 fascists
already outside the school
ware briefly fjubliant on the
arrival of their reinforcements,

the

now about B0 strong. They
began to taunt the picket,
"Look at the commles. there
aren't enough lamp posts to
hang them off" one youth
sneered, One  particularly
perceptive [fascist carrying a

placard demanding 'Rights for
Whites' spotted somathing
unusual  about the 'new

recrults' now standing in front
of him, "But you're black" he
spluttered, stating the obvious,
la any case the game was up.
The ‘discussion' that followed
was brief, a bemused BNP
clearly taking second prize,
About a dozen anti-fascists
were arrested for hammering
home a number of points,
while a similar number made
off in some haste, presumably
to consult a good solicitor,
Almost immediately a second
gang numbering about' 40, and
If possible even ugller, turned
up. Though our numbers were
depleted, the 'anti-fascist

\

In the battle for

in the propaganda
————

no society,

minds AF.A. scored

one in four children in pov

the dawning
i1 indeed

the system is in tune with
perhaps it was

by jackals-for jack-
als. The writing had been
on the wall, for those that

it, much

had declared

_ll!lrlli and
first
war.

only
Ironically  just

picket' remained on their side

of the fence. and we stayed
on ours. The BNP heavies JOIN AF.A. NOW.
geed themselves up with a fow BOX NO, BMIT34
patriotic favourites, and
charged. We stood. They

‘W1 N3XX.

council homes the government
has aggravated a housing
shortage which has made
a lot of people much richer
-m-ﬂmﬂhmmlumm-
because o national past-time, getic than sitting in  their
m“m&hhmmmhunﬂnch
m'“ﬂ.hl’wﬁnﬂumulmm
mmmullﬂ. the value of peoples homes
the working class has helped to wreck the
nours fingers hed, | govern inflation
were made aware that dab- policy. People borrowed
bling in stockmarkets was | the security of inflated house
rivetting  fun, only if value to consumer goods,
Could afford to lose, + mainly  imported,  because

revealed “we are not looking
from British Gas,
superior

type of investor,”

worse
neighbours
(to restore the
incentive, Torles  councils
plan rises of over 40% across
the south of England), So
are we saying that after
all the hype about the inter-
connection between individual
freedom and the free market

Then inevitably the housing
bubble burst, and house prices

came down, Interest rates
went up.
In an attempt to maintain

the political loyalty of those

system, capitalism doesn't
work. No, exactly the op-
posite, capital Is  working
perfectly.

The only major contradiction
Is that it is not and was
never designed for the role
allotted to it by right wing
propagandist in the media.

of the population; its exist-
ence for the few s solely
due to its non-existence In
the hands of those nine-tenths.

with a form of property
the necessary condition for
whose existence is the non-
existence of any property
for the imense majority of
soclety,”

The very same relationship
holds true today. Certainly
we are better off since 1911,
in absolute terms workers
living standards have risen,
in relative terms, in relation
to what has been created
by our labour, the vast
profits of the capitalists
elc our share of the total
value has probably fallen.

CAPITALIST NATURE
Il capitalism is in tune with
nature, the Thatcher subsidy
of the new haves (ie those
currently in hock 1o banks
and building societies)
the direct expense of
have nots is directly inter-
fering with 'capitalist nature'
for the removal of this relief
tomorrow would only  result
in  hundreds of thousands

(some  estimates put  the
figure 10 times higher), a
necessary  human  sacrifice

to the god of capital,
Thatcher may further inc rease

mortgage reliefl to limit the
political damage, or she may
kry todelay the inevitable at
least until after the pext
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she had lured into home| The capitalist system has
ownership,  Thatcher  has,| ©%isted in Britain for over
subsidized them to the tune| 250 years. If the system
N
was designed and intended
of £7,000;000,000 in mortgage g Wi N
interest relief, an increase| '© t the vast majority
last year of 27%. That is| 0 society, if the working
£7 billion of real money that classes were intended 1o,
could be used to spring the| become individually wealthy
thousands of working class| homeowners e a :
families currently incarce-| Copitalist, then is it not __h'.‘_“_‘:m.- o
rated in seedy rundown bed| Obvious that it would have hey ey boards
and break(fasts, w “::’m pllm}n “T 5 o s election. she has  already
Instead she is reported to capital . . < epared the ground durin
be trying to persuade the| designed only to benefit the s:'l':ﬂn. ":ht t[.:’lf Imlrll:::?::l :':.K'p:‘rxmm'. for lsh(' |m-|lll!|llll-s
Treasury to actually increase| few at the top at the expense | @ SRR M class  confrontation ushered
of the maay &t the bottom. ;'ht' path 'L('hnﬂu'l(‘rlallrally in by the slump. As John
stopped. We laughed! followed by modern industry ""_‘“’ pointed out in Guardian
Later that day they ran HAVES & HAVE NOTS Korl Marx wrote takes the | Tecently "Those rights being
through some estates banging form of a cycle (interrupted luugh! ltnr u'“.j|"l““”-‘,l ‘r!:h
on the dool. of isolated Asianl The figures available con by smaller oscillations) of ?""‘"‘"’_"‘ ':‘"“‘ :;.t‘r‘":“‘r:
families screaming "we know clusively prove that the | periods of average activity ‘:;""I' '""“Em?r:h” here(?)
¥here you live® system has consistently re- | production at high pressure, ll.l be: 5 -rr 1'.Irl'|;I by jur .
The following Thursday, East sisted the gravitational pull | crisis and stagnation, The hl(i us h:n W"".'.'. ym: :(;
London AFA were again visibly | to redistribute the wealth alternation of boom when | ';:.l l: "l'm”k‘:. i
sotlve In the area distributing] from the very wealthy at | the capitalist profit and stump | T O TEW K0 st g
thousands of leaflets door tof the top to impoverished | when the poor pay is an f'|8.| h“' .-'!- I:‘" h:‘“»'" m‘ ~”
door on the 'white estates' | majority at the bottom. One essential  feature of the s “:;_,. - e,
previously accepted by the left} estimate sugests that the | capitalist economy, as natural | destroye
85 'fascist strongholds' and by richest five percent of the | as human beings, inhaling CONTRADICTIONS
[ the right  simply as  their § Brivish population  owned | and exhaling. The economic I P & e
'manor’, 87% of all personal wealth | recession now facing us by f:mnx ,m. . .|"m .
AFA refuses to accept thatfin 1911, only 75% in 1960, | forcing up  unemployment ‘lud _’m'r"l'f"f"“""‘"" o4
Sy ouate In any working§ but coincidentally their share | makes it  easier for  the | ® SERT O 0. W
class area is the ‘'npatural has been creeping back up | employers 1o  drive iz :n u|‘.-.uhrn |l.frn|)t,l mltilrm
constituency' of any fascists, | since 1979, wages and to compel those -ul:npt' :’- Le :“‘.“ lTn lg
no matter what thelt § Over 150  years ago Karl [ workers with jobs to accept urulmprpy(., while nv” "
reputation or tradition. Their | Marx correctly  identified | worse conditions at  work. million 1>u_mn world wl(l{.
'success' is due to the fact the real realationship between Crisis | then are periods when in the US R »uurl\. much
that no 'credible' alternative f the haves and the have nots. | the capitalist system is re heralded  policy ”’h- l;lllllﬂ
oxists. AFA Is committed to 0 ®*You are horrified at our | organised and re-shaped In ﬂ‘l“'"”""""“ off W ’fl'“
Croating the space to allow fintending to do away with| order to restore the rate | Of the people™ by tax cuts,
one to deveiop. private property. But in your | of profit to a level, at which !71;; lll' nr-.ul'hls “|" ant [h‘lll
Though AFA was [irst formed existing society, private | investment will take place. “ ol the 'Imilu -jl:llﬂ‘ act
In 1985, 1t has had a property is  already done | Of course this will take place :H:‘ I)" pay ll'!lll)rl in real l'ldl'rll.'-.
chequered history with “-“jﬂﬂ away with for nine-tenths | at the expense of the 58,000 m“’n:_;“”::"l':,rmi"",:'I’"Tk“m;"
to be woud  of, but also 4 & L E
accepts ‘1:..11 mistakes were § WATCHING YOU I'u.mllmn S nllly ¢ m""”!! displays all the usual trappingg
madup RNy IV behind with their morigages of the ‘economic miracle’,
In partial recognition of this JAT "‘N-G IIJS|CONT_! new  businesses, smart  resy
A observers, No-one is neviral | conscripted  alter  only the aurants etc while 80% of
;”h,\r te r :;‘"“;”'""l"’”‘! gy in e satruggle ageinst | most timid resistence, the and the population carn less than
RRASENS TOE100%. violence". result being in any case the : -
Matropolitan AFA has set up a Intelligent editors would no | same. :‘zrn zmm.!:[ .z"..u :,'".'. 4..:
 etpiiathy of geographical doubt scramble away from | During the battle in Trafalgar P“?'" st w::rlm L ll."“
Srenches that we belisve osn the ethical Implications of |Square, thers ware a number sl ﬁualnm ﬂ‘ .
focommodate unaligned ing- such a public declaration of |of attacks on TV crws which L’" ' rmedl:: ¢ of Eniat " =
Ividualsand political groups. partizanship, If only to protect | were carried out by lone it : I‘I] ¢ :”;"_r '“': %
Apart f{rom Red Action, two thelr employees, individuals and appeared quite (‘ullulu n:n many hm_‘_'v .‘ur
other u'rnum have alfiliated, The Sun has admitted that spontancous, There is little pw-l:d o ¥ owl m'rnr:l.
hnrl::;r:- ‘d"lnwl‘;rti ﬂ:l}'al' :;""‘ thelr employees are  "the |doubt that in the future thes It 11 coMtase: o ekt for
?;:;'rrw'l A::;:anL:l:wénmnt. Alg | ¥illing agents of the state.” |atracks may lose something of just about os long as we
an l!;n;(:ur.alllnﬂ number of ind- | W® the general public should | ehair spontaneity, are prepared to remain its
ividuals. Though a compre- be qrnu-,?ul for this unusual | when this happens thore will passive victims, It  should
hensive strategy Is now being | Ot 10 Say unique display of [he no point in them screaming also be noted that if (he
4 hings [ MOnesty. Now we know |ahout 'freedom of the press’, for IRt 0 Nt G thek
worked out, one or two thing exactly whers they stand, they |, will anything be gained by 555 akther a1 ‘.
can be guarenteed: one, our can expect at some future |sysrohing polion fileé Tor the lMe ogether in time, prove
:::t;lmu a::”’::v::‘l’uu?m:n m!::: date 1o discover exactly where | ornetrators, when they noed Sm'ln::;l mm: of the l\l.l':.:lrr
Importantly, the 'New Kids an .:: !ln::’.‘ wg:l']'; "";ti‘: . "I‘.".‘ wl'.(noiuililml:ml]hv n'::::'::”:;; 0} then the “radical right® will
the Block' are here to stay. vrllunu-.nr, atiers ts D88 U ¥ pons . be only too happy 1o fin

the void.





