d Action

The problem ?
Millions fooled by the lies of capitalism.

The answer?
Build an uncompromising unashamed.

SOCIALIST

ALTERNATIVE

1986 draws to it's close, amidst much speculation that 1987
will be the year of the next general election in this country.

If this should be the case,
ing, that this will see the
working class government
Tory rule have certainly

there will be many fervently
end of the most
in living memaory.
left

hop
visciously anti-
Seven vyears of

there mark on this country.

Whether you are one of the two million or so who have joined
the dole queue in that time, one of those waiting in the ever

increasing queues for

treatment

from the ever shrinking

health service, a victim of one many other areas of spending

cuts or whatever,
country

There cannot be that many people in the
today, who are not In some way worse ofl because

of the policies pursued by the Torles.

We cannot really be in any
way suprised that the Tories
have acted as they have. In
fact all they are doing is be-

ing true to their politics,
which is to defend and fur-
ther the interests of the up-
per class, and of course the
only way in which they can
do this, is to taske off the
working class, But what s

perhaps motre suprising, is the
way in which so many people
who stand to Jose through
Toryism actually support them
At the last two elections, lit-
erally millions of working
class people must have voted
Tory, in order for them to
get the majorities they did.
Even today, with the elfects
which this has had on our
society becoming more and
more clear all the time, the
Tories are still matching the
other parties for popularity,
according to all the opinion
polls,

The reason for this is quite
simple. It Is because they
have managed to convince
many many people, that even
though the policies they pur-

sue may have unpleasant con-
sequences, they have to pur-

sue them, because there is
no other alternative,
The Health Service and

other services have to be cut
back on they say, because the

wealth doesn't exist to keep
them running at the level
they used to, For the same
reason wages must be  kept
down, Unemployment I8
caused by international econ
omic factors beyond the gov
ernments control, Legislation
Is needed to curb the powers

of trade unions otherwise they

will disrupt society, The pol-
lce need greater powers and
armaments, il they are (o
be able to control violent
crime,

All of these are basic Tory
arguments,  whieh millions
believe to be true. Yet they
are basically rubbish, The
fact that there may be an
international crisis at big
business level, would have
absolutely no effect on the
unemployment  situation  in

this country, if those workers

But would Kinmock and Co. who seem to spend all of thelr time trying to prove how left wing they aren't
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who find themselves unem
ployed, were to simply take
over all of the factories,
workplaces and  machinery
left standing empty and idle
by their owners, and use them

to create the wealth which
could not only raise their
own standards of living, but

also pay to
and other
Similarly,

maintain health
sevices as  well,
il you were to look
in the Financial sections of
the newspapers, and see the
record profits being reported
by so many companies, you
would realise that the idea
that society can't afford
any wage rises for those who
are working, is also nonsense,
NONSENSE

In fact most Tory argu-
ments, when you look at them
with any sort of questioning
eye, can be seen to be non
sense, yet a5 we have already
said, 30 many people accept
them. Why 7 Partly because
of Tory influence over the
media, which has such @
great  influence on s0 many
people's  outlook, but also
because that which most peo
ple understand to be the opp-

osite of the Torles, ie the
Labour Party, never comes
out with any truly opposite

viewpoint to Tory ideas,

When do we ever hear Lab-
our spokesmen/women calling
on people to occupy factories
to relleve unemployment, or
to defy unjust laws to make
them unworkable, Very rarely
iIf ever. Apologists say that

be sny better. Hand over thet Red Flag. Stick to your roses.

this is because Labour's first
priority is to get themselves
elected, and radical or "ex-
tremist politics will alienate
to many voters, But then per
haps the reason that so many
people  don't  identify  with
radical politics, is because
no movement which has the
millions like the Lab-
our Party has, has ever tried
to win them over to radical
politics,

ear of

In fact experience has
shown us time and time again
how ordinary working class
people can be won over to
support very radical political
positions, Thus we saw in the
miners strike, how whole
communities came out in act
Ive support of them, Similar
examples are time and
time again, in situations such
48 occupations against the
closure of huospitals, or tres
spassing on the site of prop-
osed nuclear waste dumps,
where ordinary otherwise
abiding people see the
to  support a
tremist" political position,

seen

]t‘“
need

radical or "ex

ALTERNATIVE

What we can see from all
of this, I8 that the idea that
"ordinary" people would never
support  the sort of
which  would give a clear
alternative and challenge o
Tory ideology, is essentially
o false The
why the Labour
ultimately backs
supporting calls for
of  property,
law etc, is

policies

ane, real reason
Party always
off from
takeover
defiance of the
because such calls
challenge the very existence
of the capitalist state, and
ne matter how many radical
noises certaln individual mem-
bers may sometimes make,
the Labour Party is firmly
commited to solving the
problems of the capitalist

Thatcher and the Tories. The butchers of the welfarne

system, rather than challeng-

Ing the existence of it,

And that in a nutshell, is
why they find it impossible
to come up with paolicies
which are & clear and total
challenge to the Torles,
Because they like them, are
commited to maintaining and
working within the capitalist
system. They are supposedly

a socialist
in reality,
argue

and yet
are afraid to
politics, And

movement,
they
socialist
st the
a free

lories are left with
field in the ideological

war, to pull the ideas of the
“silent majority" further and
further to the right, As they
do, the Labour Party can on
Iy respond by themselve:
moving further and further
right with them, delending
their tradition by remai

always a few degreas to the
left of the Tories where-ever
that may be, When you have

which the only
between them

two parties, of
real difference

iIs that one s quite honest
about what it s, while the
other tries 1o pretend to e

something  different, It

be no great suprise (f most

people choose the hones

i those of s
enough memories, the rual
proof of the basic lack f
difference
and

with long

betweer Our
Torles, was seer Iring
past Labour

I'ime and time
watched them acting in
the same way as the
do, with incomes "
trade union legislation etc and

ROVernment

dgain, Wi

policies

wtate

never florget that It was a
Labour government which
started the cuts in the Health
Service which the Tores sre
continuwing so enthusiastically,
By acting In such a way, they
both  disillusion many socia-
lists, and besmirch the name
of socialism itself,
HONEST
Fhe mast honest thing that
the Labour Party have dome
in many a long day, was ean
lier this vear when they drop
ped the Red Flag as their
emblem, Thev were never en
titled to use it anyway. Per
haps this, along with other
traditions which they have
Iropped afr that they hawi
now  ROne that far 1 th
5 nal e re starting
er  whether f not
b i o trving 1
i I | Lt rq
{ m vierine
i tl ild he e Ol
then perhap few more of
I s Wi H O L0 Ve n tne
jeas  of clalism, will begin
ui | | Il‘l | .1}1' wr
the mea I real
their (deals, It this
I st rher 11
AE 0l g I he evoliu
i leef L
I b " (ringe t i
for ng It' shut
ne th Wi A t mi
from Hu [
Huane er that Red Flag
You may be ashamed of it,
but we're certainly not.




Many books have been written
on the history of the Third
Reich. The activities of the
Nazis after they came to
power - the persecution of
Jews, Gypsies, Homosexuals,
Communists and Trude Union-
ists etc, have all been well
documented, What is not so
wall known, I8 the story of
how they actually came 1o
power and what was done o
try and stop them, in the
Welmar Repoblic which exist-
ed in Germany  until  Hitler
came  to power, One book
which does look at this period
which took six years

write, costs £24, and is
entitled "Beating the Fascists"
For those who may not be
totally familiar with Red
Action's politics, let me say
that & literal interpretation
of the title Is something
which we would heartily
endorse,

STREET FIGHTERS

HW

The book analyses the poi-
¢y of the Communist Party
towards the anti-lascist strug-
gle, and it's use of para-mili-
tary street fighters to imple-
ment those policies, In doing
SO, It destroys 8 commaonly
held  assumption that  every
German was a foscist, Con-
centrating on  Berlin  where
# Ferce battle for control
ol the streets was waged, it
explores in depth the reasons
why the Communists lost that
battle and were ultimately
dest roved,

It is of particular Interest
to antl-fascists today, partly
because of the re-emergence
and electoral success of fas
cist groups on the continent,
but more importantly because
of the way In which It shows
us the dangers in the sttitude
of  indifference which many
on the left in this country
adopt rowards  fuscist Rroups
here, and  their
hnks  and  co-operation, both
with: the far vight of the
lory Party, and more ommin
ously, with the oy death
Quads of the | Defence

Assaciation
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A saction of the Germen Communist Party militis in the 1930s, Nust before Hitler ceme to pover. The

Germar C.P, was the largest snd best organised in the whole of Europe. But the mistaken policies of
it's leadership allowed the Nazis to walk into power practically un-opposed.

Insurrectionary movements
of the 19205 and later devel-
opments, The most important
of these were the Storm
Troopers or Brown Shirts of
the Nazis, the Reichbanner
of the Social Demacrats, the
Red Front Fighters League
of the Communists and a
broad based movement called
coincidentally, Anti  Fascist
Action, Within these groups,
were organised small cohesive
mobile units,

The violence between the
opposing  groups was brutal,
and Involved the breaking up
of  opponents meetings and
attacks on their taverns and
headguarters, and spontaneous
clashes  which  broke out
between them,

BROWN SHIRTS

In March 1927, five or six
hundred Brown Shirts return-
ing by train from a meeting
outside Berlin, confronted a
carriage load of Red Fighters

League members, There
ensued a bloody battle, which
developed into a  general
melee when the train pulled
inte the station where mem-
bers of both groups were
waiting to meet it, The result
as reported by a Storm Troo-
per was

"All over the car, lie splin-

ters of glass, pools of blood,
bits of wood and over two
hundred stones, The first to

be pulled out is the Commu-
nist Councilior, Paul Hoppman

his face s shapeless bloody
mass - one of the actual wire
pullers you can't get other
wise, He got his just deserts”

In 1928, the Berlin Storm
froopers  (S.A) had  elght
hundred members  organised

nonincteen sectors, compared
o aoout  eleven thousand
R.F.L, members, That vyear
also saw the opening in Ber-

Hn, of an S.A, tavern which
combined as o Club House,
soup  Kitchen  and  Fortress,
and reflected the character
of the Nazi assault on the
"Red" working class neigh
bourhoods, By 1932 they had
twenty two thousand members

During the period [1924-29
the casualty Tigures provided
by the parties, display evid-
ence of & persistent war of
urtrition, The fascists claimed
thirty killed and over twelve
hundred wounded by commu-
nists  in 1928-29 alone. Com

munist sources cladmed ninety
two foscists killed (excluding
and two hundred and
thirty nine wounded,

UNEMPLOYMENT

Un the economi

Urgani 2ation ol

Iront, re
the major
industries in 1925-26, resulted
n massive unemployment with
all but a minority of highly
skilled workers becoming dis-
pensable, The government of
the aptly named Centre Par-
Ly, was unable to secure a
majority for it's attempts to
restrict the wages and bene-

%
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tlery Franco and Mussolinl. Of thede threo Fasclst dictators of the

¥, Franco's rise t

Powery, was the only one which wes seriously

resinted by socialist and left wing soussents,

fits of working people and
the unemployed, in line with

it's  de-flationary  policies,
President  Hindenbourg then
disolved Parliament, and

imposed the policy by decree,

RADICALS GAIN

In the general election of
1930, the only parties to gain
were the Nazis - who rejec-
ted anything to do with
Marxism - and the Commu-
nists, reflecting the disillu-
sionment of the population
with the traditional Parlia-
mentary Parties, who had lost
a lot of influence through the
continuing use of Presidential
Decree, Thereafter, the radi-
cal parties embarked on a
struggle to win over the disa-
ffected sections of the popu-
lation, which led to a big
tncrease in the streer clashes
between them,

The Communists, whose
strength lay in the working
class areas of Berlin, organ-
ised their street fighters on
a parachial basis, and their
propaganda often classed the
Nazis as invaders, They also
recruited from the "cliques"
or street gangs, who showed
a certain aptitude for this
kind of political work. The
groups were largely made up
of the male unemployed,
though there s evidence of
some involvement of women,
For instance in 1931, sixteen
women were arrested for
throwing chairs from the gal-
lery during a Nazl meeting,
and a vear earlier, a witness
aecount told how

"women, obviously Commu-
nists, sat in the gallery with
large numbers of ash trays,
waiting for the right moment
to aim them at the Nazis
below"

FLEXIBLE APPROACH

though the street
were  largely  unem
the Communist Party
failed to digest
the growing significance of
life outside of the factories,
as a basis for working class
action. Their arthodox Marxist
view, saw the poimt of pro-
duction ie the workplace
#s the basis on which the
capitalist system rested, and
therefore a8 the principal
arena  for class  struggle.
Their failure to adapt to a
more  flexible approach in
view of the massive growth
of the unemployed, has to
be singled out as one of a
number of critical mistakes.

The Nazis on the other
hand faced no such dillema,
Operating outside of the fac
tories, mdl‘p!'-nd(‘m of both
state  and employer, and
openly appealing to emotions
and illusory Interests, they
deliberately campaigned to
organise  the unemploved,
Their strategy was outlined
as early as 1926 by a Berlin
organiser who said

Even
lighters
pin_\-‘t‘d.
theoriticians

"This  represents nothing
less  than the first attempt
to press foward little by
little, into the sharpest and
most  important bulwarks of
Communist  domination. To
undermine them and soften
them up, Berlin N.S. almost
without  exception, devote

their energies to the conquest
of the German workers,"

The overwhelming social
fact  of these vyears was
unemployment. In 1929 this

stood at thirteen percent of
trade union members, In two
years, this had rocketed to
thirty three percent and by

1932 to forty three percent,
Hardship was not confined to
the unemployed, as empioyers
in 8 better position than ever
pushed down wages, With
strikes appearing futile, fewer

workers struck for shorter
periods,
This seriously undermined

the Communist's traditions)
area of agitation and recruit-
ment. Likewise, participation
in  Communist led hunger
strikes for example, demanded
of the unemployed consider-
able sacrifice, as they often
ended in confrontation with
the police, and with little
certainty of material return,
The question being asked of
the Communist Party, was
what could it offer the unem-
ployed once it had sought
them out 7 It was a question
to which the Nazis had some
ready answers,

RELIEF

In some areas they were
able due to their good rela-
tionship with businessmen, to
establish  their own labour
exchanges, to provide jobs
for members. More common
was the provision of on the
spot  reltef in the form of
food snd sheiter in it's soup
kitchens and canteens, and
above all in the S.A. taverns
thot doubled as dormitories,
Communist attempts to imi-
tate these schemes floundered
through lack of funds, alth-
ough they did manage to
arrange some "cashless”" shop-
ping trips to supplement their
welfare, and the use of phys-
ical force to prevemt evic-
tions, The first reported case
of this came in 1931, when
after a direct call from the
Communist Party, some three
hundred men occupied the
whole building. In 1932, action
against high rents, evictions
and confiscations, was written
into the functions of Anti
Fascist Action,

The foundation for Commu-
nist  tactics, in the period
leading up to 1933, were the
decisions taken at the sixth
Congress on the Communist
International, held in 1928,
at  which Stalin recognised
that the weakening of Social
Democracy, was the key pre-
venting a reconcilliation be-
tween France and Germany,
something which the Soviet
Union had every reason to
fear, Thus the theory of
"Socltal Fascism®™ was born,
for pragmatic rather than
revolutionary reasons,

UNITED FRONT

It meant that the Commun-
i1sts aimed to win the support
of the working class, with the
creation of a "United From
from Below" This meant
exposing the corrupt and re-

formist nature of the Social
Democratic  leadership, and
s0 separate them from their
own rank and file, One line
of propaganda which they
used for this sim, was o
remind people of the link

between the police force of
Sovial Democrats when they
had been in power, and the
Nazis, who never appeared
en masse in red working class
districts, without police pro-
tection, The events of May
Ist 1933, when Communist
workers clashed with Social
Democratic police, lent con-
siderable weight to this theo-
ry. Thirty people were killed,
none of them police.

The use of the same word,
fascism, to describe both the

repressive system and the
violent party, and the refusal
to admit that they were dis-
tince in practice, made an
identification of the two in
the minds of the membership
all too easy. It was above all
this "Fight on two fronts" one
to discredit the leadership
of the Soclisl Democrats, and
two the physical fight against
the Nazis, in which the Com-
munist Party exhausted both
it's strength and it's credibi-
lity,

As late as the summer of
1929, the Communist leader-
ship refused to take seriously
the rise of the Nazis, and
still considered that the most
likely ally of the police
against themselves, was the
Reichbanner of the Social
Democrats,

REAL ENEMY

A change happened after
the appesrance for the first
time, of sixty thousand wuni-
formed Storm Troopers at a
rally in Nurembourg, which
was accompanied by bitter
fighting between them and
units of the Reichbanner,
Though the Communist leader
now at last recognised the
real enemy, the headlines in
their paper "Beat the Fascists
and the Social Democrats”
showed that they retained the
ability for self delusion,

Later that month, Nazis
on their way to a rally, met
with a violent reception from
Communist "squads” stationed
around the area. The Commu-
nist leadership expressed their
warm approval by adopting
the slogan "Mit the fascists
wherever you meet them"
This new resolution did not
last long, and the following
period I8 characterised by
violent and almost schizo-
phrenic changes In strategy,

The elections of 1930, con-
firmed the popularity of the
Nazls when they secured
twice as many votes as in
1928, and took second place
in the Parliament with a hun-
dred and seven seats, The
Social Democrats were still
the largest party, with the
Communists third with seven-
Ly seven seats.

ALLIES OR ENEMIES

The belated recognition
that the Nazis were a mass
movement, led the Communi-
st leadership to conclude that
the Nazl rank and file must
be distinguished from the
"hard core" and that random
attacks on individual Nazis
could prove counter produc-
tive. Communist activity con-
tinued to alternate between
trying to win the Nazis over,
and beasting them back, and
tended to overlook their fun-
damental character as the
class enemy, and tried to
treat the rank and file as
potential allles.

Meanwhile, the
the streets became
intensified. Fifteen people
killed when Nazi demonstra-
tors, units of Anti Fascist
Action and police clashed in
Hamburg, The Communist
leadership, continually worried
about the legality of the par-
ty, issued a resolution con-
demning "Individual terror"
which they defined as "Indivi-
dual acts against individua)
fascists" and re-afirmed it's
support for "Mass terror” je
sirikes etc, which they could
not  deliver. Not suprisingly,
this caused feelings of confu-
ston and betrayal amongst the
rank and file, summed up by
one Red Front leader, who
was quoted as saying

"If the party won't lead the
fight against fascism, we'll
just join the Nazis"

The Communist Youth poin-
ted out that it had been they
who had carried out the mass
of ilegal work without grou-
sing, and that the best defen-
ce was "Not only mass strug-
gle, but also individual terror

"We don't care” said one
"for the idea that if we are
murdered by S.A. men, a
small part of the working
class will carry out a half
hour  protest, which only
makes the Nazis laugh for
having gor off so lightly®

battle for
more

The resolution did little
to stop the fighting, and it
was reported that several
Communist Members of Parli-
ament, had proposed that the
Red Front Fighters be disban-
ded, in order to put an end
to the embarrassing indiscip-
line of it's members,

DEFEAT

As late as May 1933, the
Communist leadership was
still explaining to anyone who
was still listening that

"Our motto now as ever,
is not through individual ter-
ror, but only t mass
terror will we go forward"
The rest you know,

What then of the political
parallels today, Capitalism
Is once again in a crisis, with
all the usual repercussions for
the  working class, Mass
unemployement, a repressive
government, which by intodu-
cing racist laws, hopes to
steal support from the parties
of the far right, and tenta-
tively suggest that Nationa-
lism may be the answer to
the problem, We have apolo-
gists for the fascist regime
in South Africa, and support
and understanding expressed
to' the leaders of right wing
para-military movements in
Northern Ireland, by members
of both the government, and
the opposition Labour Party,
In France you have the emer-
gence of Jean Marle Le Pen's
Front National, which enjoys
the electoral support of ten
to twelve percent of French
voters, and has sixty five
thousand members, In Austria,
a man against whom there
is considerable evidence of
involvement In Nazi war
crimes, was recently elected
President, and the antl-seme-
tic Freedom Party gained ten
percent of the vote,

In Iltaly, the M.S.I. Party
formed by a former Officer
of Mussolini, has seats in both
the Italian and European Par-
liaments. Spain saw three
hundred thousand fascists turn
out to celebrate Franco's
birthday. Turkey has both the
Grey Wolves and the National
Action Party, who between
them have around two hun-
dred thousand members, and
before the military takeover
held fifteen seats in the Tur-
kish Parliament. Finally West
Germany has a slowly growing
membership of neo-Nazi
groups which today stands at
about twenty five thousand,
and the two main weekly
Nazi newspapers, sell about
8 hundred thousand copies
each,

A THREAT ?

All this is not to say that
the fascists are on the march
They are not even limbering
up yet., But they do exist,
and pretending that they
don't is hardly to be recom-
ended as a strotegy, What
should be done ? The answer
to this question was given
by someone in Germany, not
long after the Nazis had
gained power, who said

"The only thing which could
have stopped our movement,
was if in the early days when
we were small and weak, our
opponents had understood our
aims and intentions, and had
smashed us with the urmost
determination”

The voicer of this opinion,?
A certain Mr, A, Hitler,
Sounds like

good advice o

Can we afford to ignore the grow-

ing links betwesn the British

Fascist movement, ahd para-mili-
taries in other countries.



INNOCENT AND CONDEMNED

As 1987 begins, 11 people
of life sentences which they

they are almost certainly totally innocent.

men and | woman convicted

and Woolwich, the 6§ men convicted of pub
ingham, and a8 woman convicted of

British soldiers along the M62
All of them were arrested

at the time of the LR.A
bombing campaign in this
country during the mid

1970s. In nearly every case,
the only real evidence offered
against them at their trial,

were statements which they
had signed whilst in police
custody soon  after their

arrest. All of those who did
sign have claimed from the
very start that they only did
so after suffering long peri-
ods of beating and intimida-
tion at the hands of the pol-
ice, which had totally terror-
ised and demoralised them
making them willing to do
anything which their tormen-
tors told them to do,

INSPECTIONS

Whilst in police custody,
none of the accused were
allowed medical inspections
which could have proved that
that they had been beaten
as they claimed, in which
case the statements which
they had made would have
been  in-admissable as  evl-
evidence, The only other evi-
dence offered, were the re-
sults of forensic tests, which
sought to prove that two of
the Birmingham Six, had at
some time handled explosives,
These tests have since been
totally discredited, by further
tests carried out several in-
dependant  authorities inclu
ding a former Home Office
Chief Inspector of Explosives
Dr. Hugh Black - which have
proved that in the tests used

on the defendants, similar
results could have been
obtained if they had been

handling a wide variety of

will be beginning the 13th year

are serving, for acts of which
They are the 3
bombing pubs in Guildford
bombings in Birm-
bombing a coach carrying
Motorway,

for

perfectly Innocent objects,
including paint, laquer, varnish
and playing cards. (The two
in question had both been
playing cards shortly before
their arrest.)

Also convicted around the
same time as these people,
were the Maguire family, a
middie aged couple and their
teenage children, who are now
free after being convicted of
running a bomb factory in
their home, on the same now
discredited forensic evidence,
Another victim was Guisepi
Conlon, an elderly man who
only came to this country to
visit his son (one of the
Guildford 4) was arrested at
the port, and again on the
basis of nothing more than
tests of his hands, now prov-
ed to be totally untrustworthy
was convicted and sentenced
to 14 years in prison. He has
since died there,

All of these people were
victims, Victims of the panic
and hysteria which swept the
establishment in this country
during the LR,A, campaign,
Desperate to be seen to be
doing something, they were
pulling in anyvone who in their
eyes was a suspect for being
involved in some way, In
many cases, this meant no
more than the fact that some
one was Irish,

When the results of these
Inacurate tests led them to
believe that they had got

hold of people who had actu-
ally been handling explosives,
and therefore must be invol-
ved on some way, they were
quite willing to use any me-
thod, including violence and

|

NEWS AND
VIEWS

Norman Tebbit recently

attempred
the danger of left wing "biss"

to alert the nation to
within the B.B.C. Specifically

he referred to pictures which had been shown of the victims

of the US, terror

raid on Libva,

Just how ridiculous these

accusations are can be gathered from the fact that all B.B.C
employees are screened by M.L5, and that nearly all of it's

top executives, are actuslly
gence services themselves,
Yet attacks such as Tebbits
might still serve to obscure
the massive "cover ups" per
formed every day, by the
news organisations of western
contries, Consider the case
of perhaps the biggest "news"

story of recemt years, The
famine in Ethiopia.

MEDIA
At first sight, the media,
and particularly the B,B.C,

seem to emerge with tonsid-
erable credit, A lot of public-
ity, a lot of money raised,
and the government jostled
into taking some action, when
it would really rather have
done nothing at all. However
the real nature of the news

Organisations Involvement in
the affair is less obvious.

For months before the
story broke, journalists had

been begged by relief agen-
cles operating in Ethiopla, to
publicise  conditions there
while there was still time to
prevent deaths through stary-
ation on an enourmous scale,

former

members of the intelli-

At that time however, actual
mortality rates were not high
enough for editors to consider
them as "making news" and
none of the journalists aopera
ting in Ethiopla were interes
ted. They wanted only politi-
cal stories, which showed the
sell styled Marxist regime in
the country, judged to be un
friendly to the west, in a bad
light. The only story given
major publicity in this period

oppeared in the  Sunday
Times, alleging that food to
Ethiopla had been directly

diverted to Russia., Naturally
It made a big impression, and
discouraged further aid. It
was based on the (limsiest
of evidence and wasn't even
checked, A LLS, enquiry later
proved it to be totally untrue

It was only the threat of
an LT.V. documentary, to be

screened in October of 1984
which spured the B.B.C. to
rush out their own report and
pinch their rival's glory,
They rushed out a team and
just managed to squeeze in
their report, via satellite, a

ered
course when millions of peop-

urgent

the form of development aid,
which would
the people to develop meth-
ods
permanently
future

this, it
cantrol
American
excercise over
onal
as one American reliel offic-
lal explained In May 1985

food
their
alive only to starve,"

perjury, to ensure that they
got the evidence necessary
to secure a conviction in
court,

The fact that the LR.A,
themselves, who usually al-
ways acknowledge their mem-
bers when they are captured,

maintained right from the
start that these particular
individuals hod nothing what-

soever to do with their move-
ment was ignored. In the case
of the Guildford 4, an LR.A.
unit captured later, admitted
full responsibility for the 2
bombings which they were
supposed to have carried out,
and backed this claim up with
full details of how they had
carried them out. The Guild-
ford 4 were not even allowed
to introduce this evidence at
thier appeal.

CAMPAIGNS

In the cases of the Guild-
ford 4 and Birmingham 6,
long vyears if campaigning to
prove their innocence, both
by the prisoners and by
friends and supporters outside
have at last started to ach-
ieve some progress, In the
last 12 months, 3 of the
major television channels have
produced documentary enquir-

ies into one or other of the
cases, which have publicly
highlighted the tenuous gnd

discredited nature of the evi-
dence on which their convic-
tions rest, and uncovered
much new evidence supporting
their claims (including in the
case of the Birmingham 6,
tracking down 3 people who
have admitted responsibility)
Many figures from the estab-
lishment, including several
Tory M.P.s - hardly noted for
their sympuothy towards the
Irish  Republican  Movement,
have now joined the calls for
a re-trial at the very least,

And yet in spite of the
fact that millions of people
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THE BIRMINGHAM SIX. INNOCENT MEN, WHO HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT THEY WILL REMAIN IN JANl

few hours before the LT.V.
programme went out, A great
media SCO0D.

the fact that
been  screened
hundreds of

Except for
had a report
months earlier,
thousands of lives may have
been saved, But  while the
Royal Family is headline news
every day, the saving ol
countless lives is not consid
news at all, Except of
le queue up to die
all st once in
photographic
it s

N camps
convenlently
despair.  Then

conceded, something
must be done to stop
rival the story

your Betting

out first,

GOVERNMENTS

This sort of behaviour by

the news agencies is no acol
dent or mistake, The govern
ments

Reagan,
to

of both Thatcher
consistently

provide aid to

and
refuse
Africa in

perhaps  enable

of themselves
prevent
they did

feeding
and
famines, If
would threaten the
which European and

food  producers,
the Internati-
food markets, And so,

"We can only give American
to  people sitting  on
ass. You keep people

have know seen for them-
selves how a verrible injustice

has almost certainly been
done to these people, still
they languish in jail, with

seemingly no immediate pros-
pect of the authorities doing
anything about |t,

The reason for this is not
very hard to find, and can
be seen quite clearly in the
words of former Lord Chief
Justice Lord Denning, who
in 1980 dismissed an attempt
by the Birmingham 6 to sue

the police for wssualting them
whilst they were in custody
with the words.

INJUSTICE

"Il the six men win, it will
mean that the police were
guilty of perjury, that they
were guilty of violence, that
the confessions were involun-

tary and were improperly
admitted in  evidence, and
that the convictions were
erroneous. That would mean
that the Home Secretary
would have either to recom-
mend that they be pardoned
or he would have to remit
the case to the court of

appeal. This is such an appal-
ling vista that every sensible
person in the land would say
It cannot be right that these
actions should go any further,
They should be struck out.”

Hugh Callaghan
UNTIL THEY DIE

The most the news organi-
sations of these governments
ever wish to do, is publicise
the plight of the dying, and
the need to give them food
for a while, This draws atten
tion from the real responsibi-
litles of the Western States,
You wounldn't guess from the

tone of T.V. and newspaper
reports  that  African States
actually pay back twice as
much in interest to Western
banks, as they recieve in

various dubious forms of ald.

he whole excercise serves
to give people the impression

that something is being dane
about disasters for which no
Gne except  possibly  left
Third World governments

can be held responsible for,
and that their governments
are generouws, big-hearted and
cuddly, "Bias" is perhaps not
quite a strong enough word,
It 15 the most cynical piece

of manipulation Imaginable,

1

I

hove velsd for the bulle!

Information or manipulstion ?

If you look at those words
closely, you can see that
what he is in fact saying 15
that if the men were able
to prove their case, it would
mean having to admit that
such an injustice had been
done, and one which would
bring such discredit onto the
legal system, that it is bet-
ter to stop them now before

they have the chance to
prove it. For the likes of
Lord Denning, it is better
that innocent people should

remain in jail, than it is that
the law should run the risk
of being forced to admit that
it has acted unjustly or cor-
ruptly,

And so  for these people
the ordeal goes on, serving
some of the longest sentences

in British legal history. As
far as the Birmingham 6 are
concerned. They have been
unofficially  informed that
they will never be released.

lo be arrested for some-
thing that you haven't done
is bad enough, but st least
you would console yourself
that it will be slright when
they realise that it wasn't
you. To then be tortured in
the way that these people
were and charged with such
serious  offences would be
absolutely terrifying, but you
would force yoursell to be-
lleve that surely, they must
believe you when it comes
to trial. To then get convic-
ted there, and semtenced to
life imprisonment, is a night-
mare beyond comprehension,
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We should also not farget,

the

number of unashamed and

unrepentant Republican prisuners of war, who are held in var-

tous prisons throughout
especially at this time of the
readers to send Christmas
many as they can. The full list

Britain,

and

Our thoughts go to them,

vear, and we urge all of our
New Years greetings
Is below,

to as

REPUBLICAN PRISONERS OF WAR

onee, 274064
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VINCE DONNELLY Life soe.

WULL
HM Prison Hedon Rd, Hull,
Humbaraide

ROY WALSH Lite sentence

HARAY DUGGAN Life sent 119083

5
SEAN HAYES. 20.year pani-

s 4 STEPHEN NORDONE Liw WM Prison Burmam Olg

ROBEAT CUNNINGHAM ’

Eﬁ.mw i sanience 7HA663 Eivert Sireet, Durham

UNNINGHAM

your sentence, 132016 QARTREE MAATINA ANDERSON (e

JONN McCOMB  17-year MM Prison Leices- . 25134

worence, B51715 tor Rd, m ELLA ODWYER Lifn soni

ANDY MULAYAMN 20.year  Lalcn, LE1S THP ence. D2513%

PAFHH‘; I:‘ﬁfl:ﬁm ROBERT CAMPREL 10

" LAY 20-year 3 L
senionce, 461575 e mmm BIZ954 INNOCENT iR AND
MoCARTNEY (e WOMEN PRAMED BY THE

senience, 4637699 BRITISH POLICE:

»
mw. Now O 38635
port, lnle of Wight, PO30 SNX

FRANKLAMD
WM Prison Finchale Ave,
Brasside, Durham

JOE OCONNELL Life sent-

CAROLE RICHARDSON
200719, WM Prison Styal,
Wilmsiow, Cheghire

:%?:’:M FON- Lite sentence Prison Ciarnee
PAUL HILL 462778 MM Prig
m HACKETT: 2048"  WiLLIAM ARMSTRONG: Life  on Womwood
" nontoncy, 119085 .
-r%mm.umev Lito 860l MARTIN BRADY. Lile sent. g&ﬂaﬁn cfnm 62779
PETER SHERRY. Life sent oo 119087 JUDITH WARD, MM Prson
iy §inea BAENDAN DOWD' Life sent-  Dyrham
' ence, TSH662 HUGH CALLAGHAN, 5094989
PAUL HOLMES. Life sent-  pad Prison Gartres
ance. 119034 JOHN WALKEF, 500494 WM
WARNFIELD EDINE O'REILL. 20.yonr sont-  Prygon Lartin
HM Prisan Love Lano, Wake- 0008, 135722 BILLY A 506408, HM
fleld, W Yorks. WF2 OAG Prison Wormwood Scnuts
LEICESTER GERAAD HUNTER, 500495
HM Prison Wellord Ra HM Prison Frankiand
HUGH DOHERTY. Life sent- LE2 TAJ * RICHARD McILKENNY
once, 138636 d 509498, HM Prigon Worm.
SEAN KINSELLA Lile sent:  PAUL KAVANAGH Life sent wood Serubs
ence, 758661 onon, PADDY WILL, 509496, HM
CON McFADDEN 20-year BRIAN KEENAN 21-year  Prison Ganiee
sarence, {30602 senience,
PAUL NORNEY: Life sent  GERAY MeDONNELL Lite
ance, asmi senlonce. BY5882 Thl'rmdl_u*!m
NATALING VELLA 1Syowr PATRICK MCGEE Lite sent-  the case ol Carole
santenos, B71644 ence, BYS881 indedinin amenkon

people to work for the

PO box
Herts

Hatfield

RED ACTION

Red Action is an organisation founded by working class

furthering of the cause of

Socialism. Membership is open to all who accept our
political principles and pay a weekly subscription. Every
member has an equal vote on all Red Action policy ani
decisions.

If you support our sims but do not wish to become a

member, you can become a supporting member. This does
not entitle you to vate, but you will receive:

1. A free subscription to the newspaper.

2. A wiar internal newsletter that will keep you
of what is going on in (he organisation.

3. Notification of any Red Action activities in your ares.
Thoenulwlﬂlhll"otmm.

Subscriptions (o the paper are still avallable separately.
cost Is £3 pounds for tea lssues, Plense
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In order to be able to see the truth or ot
Norman Tebbit's claims of left wing bias at the B,B.C,, this
column decided to conduct it's own investigation, and we have
made the astonishing discovery that in fact the LT.N. is even
more left wing then the B.B,C. Our research showed that up
o 1983, the B.B.C, had banned cut or censored no less than
twenty two of it's own programmes, plays and documentaries,
which they considered showed Britains role in Ireland in an
unfavourable light, while over st LT.N they managed only a
miserable twenty.

No doubt Tebbit, who hates any form of public ownership,
would claim that all that this proves Is that the B.B.C. made
two more of those sort of programmes in the first place,

™ i

"Terrorists by their choice of methods are not warriors, but
criminals and should be treated as such" declared Douglas
Hurd at @ European Convention to combat terrorism held in
France,

You might be a bit more impressed by his and the French
governments sincerity if it wasn't for the fact that the
French Secret Service had bombed the Green Peace organisa-
tion's boat the "Rainbow Warrior” killing one of the crew in
the process, and If you were ignorant of the fact that the
British government refused to allow Amnesty International,
the human rights organisation, the opportunity to conduct &n
investigation into an alleged "shoot to kill" policy, by the
by the S,A.S. in Ireland,

Given that the S.A.S. and the LR.A. employ similar meth-
ods, what then is the essential difference between them ?
Well, the former kill for money and the latter from convic-
tion. Make up your own mind as to who the real eriminals

are,
e

A document published by Conservative Central Office,
states that, "Labour has developed approaches which are far
more sophisticated than the crude anti-police, anti-Capitalist
stereotypes of the past” and goes on to warn that if the
Labour Party won a majority at the next election, two thirds
of it's M.P.s would be on the left, with up to sixty revolu-
tionary Marxists in their midst.

With all due respect to the writers of this document, the
Labour Purty has been crudely pro-capitalist and pro-police
for many years past, and as for the revolutionary Marxists,
they are easily distinguishable, They are the ones who are
able to sing the second verse of the Red Flag at the Party
Conference,

R T e i ¥

38 year old Police Chief Inspector Gavin O'Brien had some
explaining to do in court recently, after being stopped by
store detectives outside a branch of Marks and Spencer at
Worthing Sussex recent]ly, and found to have a number of
ftems of ladies underwear and make up kits in his posession.
Mis explanation was that he had brought the goods previously
and was trying to exchange them. He was convicted and
fined £100.

in another incident, two Police sargeants have been suspen-
ded after a fight broke out berween them, at the smart
Goddard Arms Hotel in Swindon, during a Halloween party.
Ihe reason for the fight ? Corruption in the force ? The
changing role of the Police in soclety ? Actually it was an
argument over who should buy the next round.

RED ACTION
IN ACTION

Once again Red Action members travelled from London and
the South East, to attend the annual Manchester Martyr's

March, held to commemorate the execution of three Irish
Republicans in Manchester in 1867. This event, which was
abandoned in the mid-seventies due to the level of anti-Irish
hostility following the LR.As bombing campaign a1 that time,

is now going from strength to strength, and Is one of the
main events on the Republican calender in Brivain,

I'his year, it was a particularly colourful affair, with lots
of different banvers, and no less than seven Scottish Repub-
lican flute bands., Despite reports in the press of running bat-

tles, the Loyalist/N.F. counter demo, was particularly feeble,
the most prominent contingent being a number of Liverpud-
llan Les Dawson lookalikes, both male and female, who dan-
ced in the puddles, brandished their Union Jack umbrellas, and
hurled incomprehensible abuse st the marchers,

At moments like this, when you have the chance to study
the opposition, it sometimes causes you to reflect on the
evolutionary development of the human race, and you sadly
realise that we still have a long way to go.

Red Action, one of the founding groups within Anti Fascist
Action, played a significant role in the planning and publicis-
ing and organising of the AJF.A, march and rally on Remem-
berance Sunday. The turn out was encouraging - some estim-
ates putting it as high as two thousand - from all over the
country, The march, and the laying of an AJF.A. wreath at
the Cenotaph, was to remind people that there are still peo-
ple becoming victims of fascism today, and to bring the exis-
tence of AJF.A. to a wider audience, through the coverage
it would get through the press and the media, The appearance
of about seventy fascist "casuals" at the back of the march
just as it was setting off, sent a ripple of panic through that
section, but by the time the stewards arrived,about thirty
seconds later, the fascists had vanished, leaving no more than
a line of flustered and panicky police as evidence of their
existence, Nobody was hit,

After the rally, during which some criticlsms were made
of the march organisers by some sections of the crowd (see
article on this page) the stewards provided a safe escort
through Central London to a safe dispersal point, for all those
who wished it. For one group of by new [rustrated stewards,
the day ended on a cheery note, when they clashed with a
party of "bone heads" in a fast food restuarant. In the midst
of the battle, one A.F.A. member, attempting to grab a chair
to defend himself, was astonished to hear one customer sit-
ting at the table, inform him that that seat was taken.
Amidst the ketchup and the flying french fries, the fascists
came to a predictably sticky end,

ETENGEL ANTI FASCIST

ACTION

The march and rally by Antl Fascist Action on
Rememberance Sunday, differed from the A.F.A. mobilisation
the previous year, and from traditional Anti-Fascist mobilise-
tions, in that it did not set out to directly confront the Fas-
cist merch, but concentrated instead on it's own march/relly.
The reasons for this were as follows,

Firstly beceuse A.F.A. is still a new and relatively new
movement, as yet capsble of mobilising only limited numbers
the chances at this stage of an AF.A. led demo actually
being sble to physically disrupt s Fascist Rememberance Day
march, especially with the sort of massive police presence you
have on such a day, are extremely slim. An attempt to do,so
is far more likely to end up In @ situstion where you have
small groups of anti-fascists wandering around In ever decrea-
sing numbers and ever increasing confusion, until they are
finally hemmed into some little back alley somewhere by the
police, and marched off later on without even having seen
the Fascist march. This is exactly what happened with the
majority of anti-fascist demonstrators last year.

In the light of this experience, it was decided within A.F.A
that this year it would concentrate on it's own march, aimed
8t generating enough publicity to put A.F.A. on the map as
it were, This intention was openly discussed, in all of the
meetings which took place beforehand to anise the duys
evants, and to which all groups who Imt participating
were welcome to attend and state their point of view. No
one at any of these meetings, raised any objection to the
idea of a march and rally

Calling a demonstration of this nature., olaced certain res-
ponsibilitles on A.F.A,, the most obvious of which was being
able to ensure that all who wished to attend it, were able
to do so, and leave afterwards, without any threat to their
physical sefety. To ensure this, a stewarding operation
involving several groups within A.F.A was organised. The first
phase of this, was to ensure that a large number of Stewards
arrived st the publicised assembly point, some time before
the advertised time, to forestall any attempts by fascists to
pick off early arrivers whilst they were few in number, The
need for this was shown, when mobile scouts reported back
that there was indeed at least one group of faescists in the
area. In the event this group made no move, presumably
because they also had scouts, who reported back on the num-
ber of A.F.A, stewards present,

The march itself, apart from one minor hiccup, went off
smoothly. At the rally immediatly afterwards, a rumour went
around the crowd, that the picket of the South African Em-
bassy in Trafalgar Square, had been attacked by fascists, This
prompted a section of the crowd, to start to shout down and
heckle the speakers, with calls for the whole crowd to
immediatly return to Tralfalgar Square. This call was resisted
by most AF.A. groups present, including Red Action. The
hecklers then, with loud shouts of how they were the "Real
Anti-Fascists” led a section of the crowd on an impromptu
march back to Trafalgar Square,

This column would like to congratulate Captain Mark Phil-
lips, on his tremendous display of driving skills, The good
Captain was demonstrating a ten day old Land Rover, worth

sixteen thousand pounds to potential buyers, when he managed
to turn it over, injuring one of his passengers, and causing

five thousand pounds worth of damage. This is in fact his

sixth crash in thirteen years, during which time he's also been
twice fined for speeding,

Brrem brrrm.
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"In prison, | found widespread sympathy for the Nationalist
cause, from both officers and Inmates. The warders were
always borrowing the political papers that friends were send-
ing in to me, and they were always doing the rounds of the
other wings." lan Stuart of the National Front Directorate,

If | belonged to a political movement that attracted the
support of turnkeys and screws, the last thing I'd want to do
was boast about it

Mozambique's President Machel, was killed last month in
a mysterious plane crash in South Africa. What ceused the
crash 7 The South African Government, furiously denying any
responsibility, suggested a number of possible explanations
including "poor weather conditions” "obselete instruments” "the
pilot was drunk” and many others, until finally perhaps per-
haps the most likely one from Dennis Worral, South African
Ambasssador to this country "When Machel's plane was shot
down.,... | mean when the crash happened."

e

It is often said in boxing circles, that “the best fighter is
a hungry fighter" Britain's nearest geographical neighbours
France, hold one European title, whilst Britain has five Euro-
pean and two world champions, A perhaps revealing comment
on the social stete of this country,

Highly rated musician and songwriter Billy Bragg, talking
recently to a music paper about the short spell he spent in
Her Majesty's services, commented

"There's two things not to be in the army, One's a Catholic
and the other's Black, We were stuck in Catterick Barracks
when the Brixton riots started. They were just ltching to get
down there, They've had all the training they need in North-
ern Ireland, They're just a glorified heavy duty Police Force,
One of our corporals was in the British Movement, another
used to get a "hard on" every time he heard gunfire.”

And whilst on the subject of music, Mike Peters of the
band "The Alarm" commenting on some of the audience who
he spoke to at a recent "Redskins”" gig he attended, sald

"and just because I didn't necessarily agree with them, they
really got a bit manic" But then just to confirm what you
really knew all along, continued " still don't think ¢t
there's any need for that. You can have a rational discussion,
Some of the people there were really nice, and a lot of them
were from the Red Action groups. They were quite inrterested
to know what my views were and sell me their magazine,”

Well that's the sort of sweet and loveble group of boys and
girls we are,
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to do their own thing. The first and overiding duty of A.F.A.
on that day, was to ensure the physical safety of all of those
on it's own march, Against the rumour of some possible fas-
cist activity a couple of miles away, you had the absolute
certainty that a large number of fascists, knew exactly where
an AF.A. rally was taking place, and the general direction
in which most of those who had attended it, would have to
travel when they left. In such a situation, a "real anti fascist
doesn't just run off down the road shouting his/her head off.
Helshe does the job they have taken on, which on this occas-
jon was to ensure that all of those who had attended the
AJF.A. mobilisation, had safe conduct away from an area of
possible danger.

ly, many of those who did go back to Trafalgar
Square, found themselves confronted by large numbers of fas-
cists, and there were some reports that a couple of anti-fas-
cists were stabbed. If this Is the case, those individuals who
were doing all of the shouting at the rally, stirring up a lot
of people many of them young and inexperienced, bear s hea-
vy responsibility, Perhaps when they have been involved in
some serious anti-fascist activity, they will realise that it
isn't something to just be gone into on a whim, but a very
serious and potentially deadly business, which needs a lot of
organisation, and preferably & lot of experience, Whilst it
can often be very misleading to try and ludge people on
appearances, | would have to say that the individuals who
were making all the noise on this particular occasion, did not
strike me as the sort of people to strike fear into the hearts
of, or be any match tactically or physically, for the street-
wise working class gangs of the National Front. Red Action
does not claim to be a political movement which has all the
answers, We are quite aware that we are inexperienced and
politically weak in some areas. However street awareness |s
not one of those weaknesses, We would humbly suggest that
when it comes to this particular area of political activity.
peaple would do well to listen to our advice,

WE ARE
RED ACTION
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