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Behind all the nonsense

IT’S JUST
ROBBERY

Ihe world of high finance, is

all the

we

about
papers,

time,
are

told how the

something which we hear

Every day, on the telly or in the news

Dow Jones or Financial Time's

Indexes have risen or fallen, or about the state of the pound

against the dollar, Recently, breakfast T.V. has even taken
to reporting on the state of the Japanese stock exchange,
Then of course the British stock exchange was also in the
news more than usual recently, due to the so called "Big
Bang" when it introduced new dealing procedures, and new
technology to run them. That is the image which
In actual fact, the amount we are given, But in fact I
of media time and space a load of bhalls, The Stock
devoted to high financial Exchange is in reality, nothing
aftairs, is totally out of pro- more than a jumped up bet
portion to the amount of ting shep, and as In all bet
interest that most peaple ing  shops, the punters go
show in them, Beyond an there for one reason only.
interest in currency exchange To try and make themselves
rates when going on holiday a fast buck. I they succeed
abroad, the vast majority of in this, It s they and they
people understand little about alone who benefit, Not vou
high finance and care even not me nor the rest of socie
less, Who do you know who ty, And the idec that the
would get up early in the Srock Exchange is the source
morning, to check out how of wealth, is a complete
the Japanese Stock Exchange illusion. It produces nothing
is doing more than large bank
accounts for Swock Brokers,
ATTENTION There is only one surce of
wealth, and thar is the labour
of  workin eople. And the
Sa  why such constant reBSOMn w:) P‘H’-l‘iu.'k Brokers
strention 7 Partly no doubt, speculate on  the Stock
because the people who prod Exchange, Is simply in order
Uce News  progrommes and ta gain for themselves the
publish newspapers, do teke ..., personal fortunes, that
a greater interest In TInAn- Loobi. them to gain possess
cial affairs then most of the o0 of most of that wealth.
rest of us. But almost certs .- pa. gheolutely nothing to
ainly, anothes reason 18 g4, with any concern for the
because by giving the deal- w . ool interests”.
ings of institutions like the
stock exchange such regular Without the lubour of work-
attention, they are able to M8 people, it wouldn't matter
creste and re-inforce a cert- how many figures a Stock
ain image of the role in Broker had in a bank accoumt
which they play in our society ©F how high the F.,T. index
today. was, He wouldn't even be
, able to get a loaf of bread,
The Stock Exchange, and o 0 vhe labour of working
the Interpational Money Mar
. people, institutions like the
ket, is presented as being the ¢ oo Exchange, couldn't even
crucial factor in  In  goOver BRiAL
ning the sucoess ol the econ
omy, and the state of our The respectable image
society, It is the place where which Is given 1o the world
the captains of our industries ol high finance, and the idea
go, to do financial battle that somehow we all  have
with forelgn competitors, and an interest in it's dealings,
upon their success or fallure 15 just another one of those
rests the prospects of prosp- bits of  scenery which are
erity or ,susterity for all of created, to hide what is in
us. How often do we hear reality, the naked plunder of
paliticians and business people the wealth produced by the
telling us that we must be working class, by small
competitive | we are 1o groups of parasites, When vou
prosper. A booming Stock strip away all this scenerey
Exchange, Is held up as a sign the wheelings and  dealings
of success In that competition can be seen quite cleary, as
It is, so we are led 1o believe @ sgusbble between vartous
the source of wealth for all groups of robbers, over the
ol us, share out of the loot.

atured in this is

PEELING

9‘/‘ NG

THE STOCK

A recent trip o England

lors, represented an important step foward, for both the
Republican movement in Ireland, and the Labour movement
in this country, The ten strong delegation, addressed several
meetings in London and the east and west of the country
enabling many people to hear for the first time, about the
situation In Ireland from the Nationalist point ol view,

Ihe councillors spoke about in some areas, up to 0% of
how the British presence in  those using them come from
ireland, prevents the emer- the Protestant Community.
gence of working class poli Fhey also reminded people,
tics, both in the north and about the sizeable Protestant
the south, snd also described communities which live in
how @ united soclalist Ireland parts of the Republic of fre
would benefit  the working land, and which suffer no dis
class movement in this coun- crimination,
try.

Fhey also talked about the ENLIGHTENING
role of the P'"'[’i"'l‘- Advice However, perhaps even
Centres, which have been Set  pore  enlightening  than  the
up by Sinn Feéin in many trip itself, was the reaction
cities and towns in the porth o . of certain people in
and south of Ireland, to help \his countrv. In the House
deal with people's social of Commons, Margaret That
problems, and described how

A PICTURE OF ONE OF
BELFAST COUNCILLOR

THE

EXCHANGE, THI

'EW _PEOPLE F

by & group of Sian Fein concil

cher "Totally deplored invita

PUBLIC MEETINGS,
ALEX MASKEY INSET,

WITH

‘OR PERSONAL FORTUNE,

tions to any organisation
which proposes of perpetrates
violence" Neil Kinnock imme
diately rose to his feet to
av to her " firmly assoclits

myself with the view yOR
express”, Earller a group ol
Fory Councillors, had invaded
@ private meeting with |

bour Councillors in Haringe
banging on tables so that ne

one could speak, while at a
public meening in  Hackney,
] Liberal Councillor pulled
out @ starting pistol, and

started Tiring it at the celling
I'hese are the people rem
ember, who we usually
lecturing us about the
ty of democracy and
speech,
quick
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DEMOCRACY
it's quite obvious
respect
When
they
doesn't,
respect

that they
democracy wiright,

the way that
to, But when it
have no

it
want
they

for

ol
which
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it
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democracy,
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Aare 54

for their oft
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PEELING THE ORANGE
MYTH

A trip to Derry City by three Red Action supporters last

August, was interupted when the coach which they were trav- |

eling In, passed through the annual loyalist Apprentice Boy's

march. Thousands of loyalists, dressed up In red white and

blue, beating the orange drum and playing flutes (the only
tunes they seemed to be able to play, were the loyalist an-
them the sash, and God save the Queen, which they played
dde of tune) The sight of all this, brought home quite vividly,

the bigotry and hatred which Catholics

in the North of Ire-

land have to live with every day,

Recent months have seen
an upsurge in loyalist sotivity
in opposition to the Anglo
Irish Agreement, with esca-
pades such as those of Loyal-
ist leader Peter Robinson in
Clontibret and Dundalk this
summer, making headline
news, However, what was not
quite s0o well publicised
was the fact that intimidation
of Catholic’ families, and pet-
rol bombing of their houses,
is at it's worst level since
the warly 1970s, with over
300 familles forced to leave
their homes, This increase in
loyalist activity, Is based on
their fears that they are los-
ing a grip on their main line
of support and defence - the
British. This Inevitably raises
the spectre of a united Ire-
land, and the loss of loyalist
ascendency. Loyalism s an
ideological and political force
that must not be wunderest-
imated. Therefore it is impor-
tent to analyse it's historical
origins, snd the reasons for
it's present day manifestati-
onk, as a political force that
is insecure and unsure of it's
identity.

The Protestant population
in the North of Ireland, has
it's origins in the plantations
of the late I1Tth century.
Ulster was the most Gaelic
province in Ireland, and the
aone most rebellious against
British rule, Therefore in or
der to try and subdue it, the
British forcibly removed the
native Irish catholics from
the land, and gave it to 5¢o
tish and English planters,
became  differem
rest of Ireland, in
that the Ango-Irish protes-
tants there, were not a hand-
ful of landiords and squires,
but @ tenant farming class,

Uster
from the

STRUGGLE

Ihe power struggle over
the English throne, led 1o
James 2nd attempting to sec-
ure catholic support in lreland
against the Dutch Prince Wil
ltam of Orange all part of
0] larger European atlah
invelving Bouis 14th of France
supporting  James, and Pope
Innocent 1lch supporting King
Billy, The victory of King
Billy at the battle of the
Boyne in 1690, is a date
Lllster Unionists
bringing in
gious  freedom
15 central
faith,

Yel

hold s
a new erd of rel
Ireland, It

Lintonist

n
t hie

could be fur
ther from  the truth, After
1690, the only relgeon recog-
nised by law was Anglicanism

nothing

In Ulster, this was 8 minority

religion. Most of the colon

1SS wera

Preshyterians, as

A VERY APT PICTURE, IN|
N, IRELAND, LOYALISM
AND THE FORCES OF THE
STATE HAVI ALWAYS

MARCHED TOGETHER.

their descendents are rtoday.
Presbyterians  were treated
in a similar way to catholics,
Discrimination forced over
250,000 Ulster protestants,
to emigrate to America to
seek freedom of worship,
between the years 1717 to
1776 alone.

Back in Ulster, leading dis-
senters both protestant and
catholic, formed in 1791, a
movement called the "United
Irishmen". It was a radical
movement committed to rid-
ding Ireland of British rule,
Led by a protestant lawyer
named Wolf Tone, and in-
spired by revolutions in
France and America, it led
the first major national irish
rebellion against British rule,

SHOCK

This was a severe shock
to the British establishment,
As the Archbishop of Armergh
said to the British Prime
Minister at the time, William
Pitt.

"It stands o unite protest
ant and papist, and wherever

that happens, goodbye to the
English  interest in  Ireland
forever,"

Something had to be done
to create a division between
the two communities. Presby
terian ministers were offered
a bribe of £75 1o declare
loyalty to the crown, and
subsequently sl restrictions
on Presbyterians were lifted,
although it was still some 30
years before they were
allowed 1o join the Anglican
Orange Order,

Gradually measures such
2% this, as well as the emer
gence ol a greater economi
dependence on Britain s
industrialistion began to deve

lop in Ulster, brought more
and more Preshyterians round
to a strongly pro-British posi-
tion. They now took over the
Orange Order, and gave It
the only tradition which has
ever distinguished it thist
of religious bigotry and sect
arianism. Yet originally, the

Orange Order had had nothing

to do with religion. Protest
antism was dragged into i,
hi-jacked by religious/political
leaders, in order to further
the defence of British imper-
ialism, Before Irish nationa-
ltsts had threatened British
fl.iJ-.“ lovalists had 1'l.'£\!I'Lh‘l_|'
themselves as lIrish but loyal
to the crown, They now
rejected their Jrish identity,
in favour ol me n |

British subject, Yet it

not be forgotten, that

have still always been Protes-
tants involved in Irish nation
alism and insurrection, right

up to the present day.

HOME RULE
During  the 19th  century,
the Narth of lreland develop

1 ed major industries which had

markets throughout the British
Empire. This contrasted with
the South, which had a much
smaller industrial development
which mostly supplied only
home markets, and It
in the South that the demand

Wik

for home rule became strong-
est, In Ulster, the industria
lists, businessmen and land

lords, who owned and ran the
massive engineering, textile
and shipbuilding industries,
which were totally tled wup
in the British economy, iden-
tified completely with the
British state, and were hos
tile to anv talk of bome rule
As for the British interes,

domination of

Ireland ollered

-

IAN PAISLEY, PETER ROBINSON O, =
EDLY "RESPECTABLE" FACE OF LOYALISM,
large profits to be made, and supplementary benelit was
also It was strategically refused to most applicants
Important  for Britain  to whatever their religion, This
retain it's military bases led to a prolonged campaign,
there, during which Catholics and
After a long, hard fought Protestants fought and
and bloody guerilla war, marched together, Attacks
waged by the Republican by the police on the Catholic
movement, the British were Falls Road, would lead 1o
forced to come to terms with Supportive riots in the Protes
them. However, the treaty tant Shankhill Rond.
of 1921, between the British But on all of these occa-
government and the LR.A. slons, before very long, sect-

was strongly opposed by many
within the Republican move
ment, and was to eventually
Cause a bitter civil war I-Il?ll
in it, The treaty gave s mes
sure of Independence to 26
counties, but left the 6
North Eastern ones in British
hands, The old 9 county pro
vince of Ulster was divided,
with 3 of them, Cavan Mon-
eghan and Donegal, becoming
part of the 26 county "Free
State” and the other 6 Derry
Down, Antrim, Amargh Fer
managh and Tyrone, [(orming
the new state of Northern
Ireland, This was dane
because a 9 coumty state
would have had an equal pro

portion of Protestant  and
Catholics, whereas the 6
county state, had a8 Protes-
tant majority of 2 to 1 and
would be easier for the pro
British administration to con
trol,
DISCRIMINATION

Right from the very begin-
ning, the new state was one
which was bused on the maost
blatant  discrimination agalnst
Catholics, with them con
stantly being  denied  equal
rights In  things such a8
housing, education, el
employment, Even in areas

catholics were In a
majority, discrimination was
maintained by a ol
the rigging of election bound
ries  which Known
"Gerrymandering®, I'hus
Derry City, catholics
outnumbered protestants by
2 to 1, the large catholic
wards, elected 8 members L
the City the
much smaller Protestant ones
returned 12,
them
on the

where
process
was as
in
where

Council, while

thus ensuring
permanent majority
20 sear council,

UNITY

alter
Criss
accasions, forced Protestam
ind Catholic workers to unite
regardless of religion, In 1907
James Larkin, a Catholic, led
of mainly Protestant
When
religion to divide
Larkin offered
to resign in favour of a Pro
But one of his com
Alexander Bovd, a Bel
trade union activisy, soc
jalist and Protestant, replied
that "men of all creeds are
determined to stand together,
in fighting the common enemy
the emplover, who denles the

Before and

cuaplitalism n

partition,

had on

a strike

workers, the bosses
tried to wuse

the strikers,

testant,
rades
fast

rights of workers to a falr
wage," The Independent
Orange Order supported the
strike, and the Royal Irish

Constabulary in Belfast, muti-
nied over poor wages and con-
itions, In 1919, there wus an
engineering strike, in  which
Belfast workers again showed
great mititancy and solldarity.

Perhaps the best example ol

co-operation was seen during
the depressed  1930s, when
Outdoor  relief a sort of

arian bitterness was used 1o
destroy what could have been
the beginning of the end to
religious division,

CIVIL RIGHTS

In the 1960s, a Civil Rights
Movement  emerged, which
aimed @t ending discrimina-
tion In the Northern Ireland
state. It was a direct threwt
to Protestant domination, and
provoked a violent backlash
from loyalists, Whole Catholic
areas were burnt out, several
people  killed, and thousands
forced to leave their homes,
Through all of this, the over-
whelmingly Protestant police
force did little to defend the

Catholics, and some of them
even  joined In the attscks,
It was in response to this sit
uation, that the LR.A, who
had been in decline [or some
Veurs re-emerged as the
defenders of the Catholic
Community, and began the
present phase of their strug

gle to end British rule in Ire
land, once and for all,

Whist the history of the
development of the situation
in  lreland shows wus quite
clearly, is that the picture
that many try to paint of it,
that it Is merely a case of
a violent struggle between
two sets of religious bigots,
each of whom are a bad as
the other, Is a totally folse
one, The state of Northern
Ireland, |5 and always has
been  since it's  inception, 8
corrupt and reactionary insti

tation, who's whole existence

is based on the most bletant

discrimination against 8 Sed

tion of the community, In
that respect it differs very
little from @ state such as

AND THE
TER DEFENCE

IMPLICATED IN THE

NOT SO REPECTABLE.
ASSOCIATION,
KILLINGS OF

TELL'EM

The outrage that followed
the decision by education
suthorities in Haringey, to
include the subject of homo-
sexuality in their sex educa-
tion classes for schoolchildren
showed once again, the base
hypocrisy that exists In our
society where matters of sex-
uality especially homosexu-
slity are concerned,

MORALISTS

The sell styled moralists
were all up In arms, with
their wild claims about cohild-
rén  being corrupted, They
treat homosexuality as if it
is some kind of contagious
which If you are
in any shape or
will Immediately

disease,
exposed to
form, you
contract.
What ahsolute

There absolutely
diseased or "queer”
homasexuality, It s nothing
more than a sexual practice
that some people prefer to

AN

nonsense,
nothing
about

s

THE TRUTH

engage in, and others don't.
If you don't want to engage
in it yourself, then that Is
fair enough, but that doesn’t
give you the right to start
persecuting those who do,

Yet up until very recently
practicing homosexuals, were
not only subjected to social
prejudice, they were also
persecuted by the law as
welll, This now is no longer
the case, but homosexuals
still suffer from much social
prejudice,

This can only be overcome
by educating people away
from the myths which sur-
round homosexuality, and it
is In this light that the Har-
ingey decision has to be
spplauded. Homosexuality 1is
just one of the facts of life,
and the more that kids learn
the truth about all of the
facts of life, then the less
chance there s of them
growing up, with their heads
us fucked up as all of those
people who were doing all

MARTYRS
MARCH

The Manchester Martyr's March is a yearly event, held to

commemorate three men,

Philip

Allen, Michael Larkin and

Michael O'Brien, who were executed in Manchester Prison in
1867, The three were members of the Fenian Movement, an
Irish Republican group who believed in armed struggle to free
Ireland from British occupation, They had been involved in
the successful rescue of two other Fenians from a prison van

during which a policeman had

been shot, and it was for this

that they were executed. We urge all our supporters to make

every effort to attend this m
harassment from fascists and
ut

12 noon a4t Longsight Market

arch, which Is often subject to
loyalists, The march assembles
in Manchester, on Sunday

the 23rd of November, It will march to Manchester University

where there will be an indoor
ous Republican groups includi

rally with speakers from wvari
ng Sinn Fein, Irish Republican

Socialist Party, and a representitive of Republican prisoners,

Support Irish

country.

the right of the

South Africa,

Any movement which seeks
to defend and maintain such
a state, can only be seen as
a reactionary movement. Rt
is no co-incidence, that tradi
tionally, loyalists have always

aligned  themselves with  the
Tories (the full name of the
Tory Party 15 the Conserva-
Live and  Unionist  Party)
lToday they are in the process
of building strong links with

the fascist right in this coun

try, Their methods of struggle
also show up quite clearly
their reactionary nature, Loy
ilist viclence and assasination

directed for less against
their known Republican acti
vists who a8t least have
chosen to accept the risks,

ON NUMEROUS
INNOCENT
PERFECTLY LEGAL ORGANISA

HAVE

DESPITE THE FACT THAT MEMBERS OF THE Ul.—

CATHOLICS,

people, to fight to free their

than It is against Innocent

people, who have done noth-
ing other than to have been
born a Catholic,

Against this stands the
Republican  Movement, who
wage their struggle to end
British presence in  Ireland,

as the first step in the over
throw of the Northern Ireland
state, and the building of a
32 country democratic

list Republic, with full
equal  rights for all,  They
fight not against the Protes
tant people, but solely against

sOCia-
and

those who choose to defend
the British presence, It is a
just and progressive struggle,
which deserves the full sup

port of all those who describe

themselves as socialist,

WA

OCCASIONS BEEN
IT STILL

DIRECTLY
REMAINS A
TTON.



SOCIALISM TODAY

In the last issue of Red Action, we discussed how the revo-
lutionary socialist movement in this country today, has little
influence amongst the working class, and saw how one of the
reasons for this, was the success of the capitalist system
since the end of the Second World War, Constantly rising
living standards meant that most people were satisfied with
the system, and had little interest in talk of revolution, Con-
sequently the revolutionary movement dwindled into the fringe

movement that it is today.
However economics cannot

be the only reason, Even in

a working class generally con-

tent, there will still be a
small percentage - but still
many thousands in  actual
numbers - who are anti est-

ablishment enough in outlook
to be attracted - to the ideas
of revolutionary socialism.
And yet by and large, the
left has not been able to re
late even to these people.
Ihe view often put forward,

that the left is totally com-
posed of middle class stu-
dents and academics, is in
fact a gross exageration. But
it 18 non the less, true that
there is not one left group

today of any size, which does

GUNNING

FOR

The last year and & half,

has

not have many more student
ex-student and academic
members, than it has industri-
al and manual workers,

One of the reasons for this
is because so many of those
working class people who do
get  involved with the left,
soon leave it disillusioned by
their experience. Why s this

Why do the left find it so
difficult to relate to most
working class people ? To

find the answer to this, we
have to look back at the ori-
ins and traditions of the left
in this country, To see where
it gets it's ideas from,

Just about every revolu
vionary soclalist  organisation
in this country today, aspires

YOU

seen a Mgnlfu.'arn increase

n the amount of time and space In the media, devoted to
the subject of crime and law and order. Violence at football
matches, child murders, sex and drug crimes have all moade
headline news together with Inner city riots and picket line
disturbances, such as at Wapping. Even racist attacks on eth-
e minorities get a briel mention now, when previously they

been
that

haad
admit

virtually
they

ignored

(The
occured until

didn't
campuign

Home Office
1981) Such o

even
un-

doubtedly plays upon and magnifies people's fears about vio

lawlessnes In
to do, To
and

and
is intended

in palice

Ill‘ﬁl {

state power,

society,

and that is exactly what it

try and justify in advance, an increase
which Is really aimed at cracking

down on not criminals, but trades unions and ordinary working

class people.

It is no coincidence that
the current media panic
abour crime began scon after
the end of the miner's strike.
The strike had given the rul-
ing class a bit of & scare,
Thatcher had provoked it lac-
cording to lan  McGregor's
suppressed life story) but it
lasted [far longer than the
government had planned. In
the end, it cost more to de-
fear the miner's fight against

pit closures, than It did to
fight the Falklands war, and
it left a worried Thatcher
talking about the "Enemy
within", The Tories were still
gibbering about i, ot their
conference last year.

Another indication of how
the law and order scare s
really aimed at what the up
per class fear most, the or

ganised working class, can be
seen In the activities of the
"Law and Order Society" a
FIGhL WwWing pressure group
up in February of 1985,

who campalgn not  only
tougher policing and stifler
sentencing, but also for
trictions on picketting, Indeed

set
and
for

res-

the society chose as it's par
liamentary advisor, Peter
Bruinvels M.P. Tor Lelcester

East, not because of his calls
for the return of the death
penalty for which he has
offered to be the hangman-
hecause of his call In
October 1984, that  Arthur
Scargill should be put on trial
lor treason,

out

Basicelly, what all this
neans is that the upper class
have come to the conclusion

NEW POLICE

that they have to tool up.
That they need to give great-
er powers of repression o
the state, in order to deal
with the growing social end
political unrest, However, to
say that you want more po-
lice powers and weapons, in
arder to put down the work-
ing class, won't make you
very popular (except with the
extreme right wing) So in
order to soften everybody up

for plastic bullets, CS8 gas
and other strong arm state
tactics, you have @ great
crime scare, In order to try
and convince everyone that
they are necessary to cope
with @an uncontrollable situa-
tion,

This 15 not a new tactic,
There was a law and order
scare before the 1979 Gener
al election, when the Tories
were claiming that Britain's

streets were becoming unsafe

in actual fact, the streets
have never been f[ree [rom
crime but this time, it's
more than just a vote catch
eér, or a case of the old
complaining about the young
as they always do, It's an
attempt (o justify measures

that are being taken, In order

to enable the ruling class to
repress the resistance of the
warking class, when they
react ARaInst thedr Hving
standards being forced down,
it's not hooligans and crimin-
als who will be the real tar
get of the crackdown, but

class, and anyone
the way of ruling
could

the waorking
who gets in
politics. It
be you,

class even

POWERS, WILL BE AIMED MORE AND
MORE AT ORDINARY WORKING CLASS PEOPLE,

traditions and
the Bolshevik
Party which led the Russian
revolution in 1917, Many of
them follow more specifically
the Trotskyist tradition which
was part of the Bolshevik
tradition,

to follow the
teachings of

The Russian revolution was
the first revolution in history
to  overthrow a capitalist
regime with the aim of est-
ablishing a workers socialist
state, Leon Trotsky, was one
of the leading figures in it.
As in subsequent vyears, the
regime set up by the revolu-
tion and led by J. Stalin,
moved further and further
away from the original aims
of the revolution, Trotsky led
an apposition maovement,
which tried to steer it back
onto a more socialist course,
For this he was killed by an
agent of Stalin in 1940,

CRISIS

A constant and re-occurring
theme of all of Trotsky's
teachings in his last years,
was his view that the capita-
list system was in a social
and economic crisis of such
massive proportions, that it
couldn't  possibly re-stabalise
itselfl and aperate peacefully
again, For Trotsky, there was
noe middle rosd. Either the
capitalist system would in the

very near future, be over-
thrown and an International
socialist  system  established,

or else it would destroy itself
and society with it,

This mav sound very heady
stuff today, but at the time
it was quite feasable, Just

a few years earlier, the whole
of the industrialised world had
suffered the massive depres-
sion which had followed the
Wall  Street Crash, Revolu-
tions and attempted revolu-
tlons had recently occured
in many European countries,
Now fascism had triumphed
in half of FEurope and was
dragging the human race into
the holocaust of the Second
World War, It was not at all
unreasonable to come to the
conclusion that a  system
which had allowed such a sit-
uation to develop had nothing
more to  offer, that the
choice really was  between
"Socialism or barbarism",

As we now know, it didn't
work out this way, Capitalism

UIT

did in fact re-stabalise itsell,
and in doing so defused the
desire for revolution amongst
the working class, and taking
the possibility of revolution
off of the agenda for the
immediatz future,

REALITY

Unfortunately, this reality
has never impressed ftsell on
the  Trotskyist movement,
Right up to this day, they
follow his scriptures on the
Imminence of the revolution
to the very word, and base
all of their activities and
methods of operation, on a
belief that this view is cor-
rect, that the revolution Is
indeed just around the corner,

Thus we see them operating
in & manner, which may well
be necessary flor an organisa-
tion to operate If it were
truely in a revolutionary sit-

uation, but which today just
makes them look foolish,
Making totally unrealistic

political demands like calling
for a general strike on every
issue, Obsessive secrecy and
paranoia, Demanding unquest-
ioning obedience and total 24
hour a day commitment from
it's members, Such are the
hall marks of the orthodox
Trotskyist movement, as they
stand prepared for the immi
nent  rising of the working
masses year after year. When
it doesn't materialise, an
excuse is found and the date
just put back a bit, A bit
like the Jehovah's Witnesses
with their predictions of the
end of the world, Most work-
ing class people who become
involved in such organisations,
either very come oul
muttering about a madhouse,
or stay in and actually go
mad,

Admittedly not all  left
groups are as bad as this,
But even those that don't try
impose Trotsky's experience
of the 19305 onto conditions
today, still don't have any
great success in relating to
the working class in any
great  numbers, So why do
they fall down ?

ANSWER

s00n

may well lay
in the internal structure of
their organisation, Just about
every Jeft group  today,
models itself on the Boshevik
Party of revolutionary Russia,
It is a form of organisation,
where you have a small group

THE

The answer

BOSSES

Have you seen the T,V., advert sbout the marvelous new
motor car factory in the North East of England ? You knos
the one - the workforce there has never been on strike, and
the management wear overalls, and even eat in the same
canteen as the men on the shop floor.

However, what the T.V.
advert doesn't explain, is that Ihe meals n the canteer
the reason that there has together i1s  very much the
never been a strike, s be same, What does it matter
cause the owners the Jap what managers eat, or indeed
anese company Nissan - insist  what they wear, Their pur
that if there I8 to be any pose 18 the same as any
union presence fn the plant  other management in @ priv
at all, only one union, and ate company. To keep prod
one willing to sign @& no uction and profits up, and to
strike agreement will be tol- keep the workers who prod
erated. uce the goods on which tha

profit is based, down and in
AGREEMENT their supposed place,

I'he union which has agreed The bosse: N pinstripe
to this, is the wrw_m:-rrmk up- Swits in Japan, pay the work
ion the AJF.U., and they have bDoss in Sunderland, what is
gone hand in glove with Nis- becessary to keep him doing
san in abolishing demarcation thelr dirty work for them.
lines, Everyone must turn a With the AEU., doin
hand to everything, Remem- everything that they can to
ber, it is these demarcation assist Nissan with these little
lines, which have traditionally tricks, it's little wonder that
been responsible for protect- only a small percentage of
ing both tradesmen/women's the workforce have hothered

jobs, and the quality of their
work,

e T.V. advert alsio does
)
nt tell us why the manage
ment wear overalls, It s

nothing more than a con trick
to try and fool the lads or
lusses that the manager s
one of them, and their inter
ests are the same, The boss
may wear overalls, but he is
paid o damn sight more than
the workforce, by bosses and
shareholders who no doubt
do wear suits,

to join the union, The general
attitude has been, what's the
point in joining & union, which
can do next to nothing to
fight the management, if @
dispute should arise, and the
workers come ‘under atrack,
After all, all the bureacrats
of the AEU, are interested
in, s co-existing alongside
the management, in this and
every workploce, Remember,
they are also on large salar
jes, and are usually dressed
in smart duits themselves,

LTUDENTS N 3 3 o A THAT ALL LEFI

GROUPS ARE ENTIRELY MADE UP OF STUDE NTS IS A

FALSE ONE, BUT THERE IS A LOT LESS WORKING
CLASS PARTICIPATION THAN THERE SHOULD BI

of intellectual lesders wield- eadership has the means and

ing great authority and con- suthority to suppress criticism

trol aver the rest of the in the name of discipline, and

H necessary, the volcers

of i, out of

cast

the

organisation,
Organmnisaton,

Such a form of organisation

Ihis is exactl @ situation
may. well have been suitable y th it
which those who were later
even necessary, for the condi
: to found Red Action, (ound

tions which existed in revolu

themselves in five years ago.

tionary  Russia operating
in a revolutionary situation UNQUESTIONING
in conditions of illegality, -
may well be necessary (o
have an organisation, where And so, what happens over
the leadership can demand a course of time is that all
a high level of discipline, but  those with questioning and
we have to ask ourselves, critical minds, find them
does that also apply to the selves elther driven out ol
situation we gre in today, the organisstion, or become
Also, experience has shown digillusioned by what they See
that in such an organisation going on, and leave anyway.
there is the danger of cur Ihose that remain, are
ruption, whereby the leader- those that are willing to fol
ship, totally entrenched in jow  the directives ol their
their position, start to wield jeaders  unquestioningly.  In
their authority not in the time the whole organisation
interests of the organisation is composed almost entirely
as @8 whole, but merely to of servile lackeys, unwilling
maintain  their own  position  gr unable to think (o them
(many people  maintam that selves, It Is not difficult 1o
sych a process was one ol understand, why 0  many
the chief factors on the working class people find the
degeneration of the Russian atmosphere within  such an
revolution). organisation impaossthie 13
If such @ situation should ©cope with,
arise, then it ¢ almost impo
ssible to correct, because the CONTINUED ON BACK PAGH

SUPPORT
RED ACTION

Red Action is an organisation founded by working class
people to work for the furthering of the cause of
Socialism. Membership is open 1o all who accepl our
political principles and pay a weekly subscription. Every
member has an equal vote on all Red Action policy and
decisions.

If you support our sims but do not wish to become a
member, you can become s supporting member. This does
nol entitie you to vote, but you will receive:

1. A free subscription (o the newspaper,

2. A regular internal newsletier that will keep you
informed of what is going on in the organisation.

3. Notification of any Red Action activities in your area,
The cost for this is £10 for one year.

PO box 158

Hatfield
Herts



NEWS

FROM
NOWHERE

Shortly after the recent Reyjavik summit, the Russian
mhmﬁmmdwﬁmnﬂmz
thanhemltcdﬂthhhomcmmism!m
to make his own decisions.”
. ls“uemmha.“:‘h a::n ? Awm realize that & man in
taken to s ng with a cabbage patch
doll dressed as & nurse, to remind him to take thtnymmy
after his last operation, Is no longer playing with a full deck,

"The goal was simply to get the English out, The meth-
od ? Intimidation, terror and sudden dahz:." =

A quote from former Jewish "terrorist® and winner of the
1966 Nobel Peace Prize, Elie Wiesel, Isn't life full of supri-

ses ?

"Margaret's| choice of words on her arrival in Downing
Street, "Where there is discord ler us bring harmony" alleged-
ly quoting Saint Francis of Assisi, could scarcely have been
less apt, and from her lips was the most awful humbug, It
was totally at odds with her bellef in conviction politics”

The ex cabinet minister James Prior, telling us what every
body knows now, Pity he didn't tell us then.

"It's a weird thing to want to be - to think that you want
to police society. Telling people that they shouldn't have done
that, It attracts a flawed personality, and the recruitment
process seems to encourage them rather than weed them out,
We have more and more police, with more and more power,
and there is more and more crime, It's a total failure.”

G.F, Newman, author of "Law and Order",

Three cheers for private enterprise and the Afghan
"Contras™, In between fighting the "Commies” they have not
been idle, and have managed to build up a nice little cottage
industry, which is In fact the largest single source of illicit
opium in the world today. As one of their leaders Mohammed
Rasul, explained to the New York Times recently "How else
can we get the money ? We must grow and sell opium, to
fight our holy war against the Russian non believers,"

I'm not suggesting that old Mohammed is & little bit dodgy,
but | notice that he doesn't mention the 775 million dollars

that his movement gets from the United States and Saudi
Arabia every year.

"I want this to be a nail in the coffin of the supergrass
system" commented Thomas Maguire after being cleared of
conspiracy charges, brought on the word of a Special Branch
informer, In the past 7 years, of the 27 "supergrasses" used
by the Royal Ulster Constabulary, and on who's statements
unconvicted people have been held on remand for periods of
up to 4 years, 15 have later retracted those statements or
refused to give evidence, and another four have had their
evidence rejected by the courts, One of these, loyalist Joseph
Bennett, was resettled with his family in Derby and given o
substantial sum of money, Evidently it wasn't enough, as he
has since been convicted of an armed bank robbery and given
& ten year prison sentence,

In an effort to disguise the sordid nature of the supergrass
system, with it's lies, betrayals, manufactured evidence, and
give it a cloak of respectability, the R.U.C, and British polit-
icians like to refer to their paid perjurors as "converted ter-
rorists’ But converted to what ? In Bennett's case, from ter-
rorist to bank robber presumably,

You would have thought that a top wage of L248 a week
for a police constable would be enough to feed the poor beg-
gar, Evidently not true in the case of P.C, Richard Johnson,
who bit off part of a fellow P.C.'s ear during a rugby match
in Wales. The Judge, John Rutter, sentencing Johnson to six
months imprisonment, and seemingly getting the shape of the
ball a little bit confused sald "The violence vou used was
a dreadful example of football hooliganism,"

However he's probably right in the case of the 7 Brivish
Iransport Police, including an inspector, who are to appear
in court on charges varying from assault to malicious wound-
ing, commited when attacking a group of Chelsea and Everton
fans ar Edgware Road tube statlon last season,

A letter in the Guardian recently, pointed out the likeness
between the Labour Party's new Red Rose symbol, and the
embiem of the same flower used on the cover of Mills and
Boon novels. But or course dear chap. Surely beneath each
of them it's just another case of romantic fairvtales.

e — e ey

"l never got an O level, brain the size of a pea I've got"
admitted Princess DI cheerfully, to a voungster she was chat
ting to at & childrens home in Hull, but was quick to add
that it never held her back in life. Whilst on the subject of
educational achievement, 1 must admit that | was quite shock-
ed by a recent disclosure in the Tatler magazine, that Mr
Kelvin McKenzie, the editor of the Sun, actually has an O
level, An even more sobering thought, Is the realization that
that is probably more than most of the 4 million or so poor
slobs who actually read the paper regularly, could achieve
collectively,

"l happen to subscribe to the theory that it is an iliness,
neurosis like other neuroses",

President Ronald Reagan, who you may have noticed is reg-
ularly responsible for rather a large number of the contribu-
tions to this column, giving us his enlightened views on the
subject of homosexuality,

ever to build a mass revolu

of revolutionary consciousness
in the working class, then we
must also expect the growing

Mr Alistair Graham, head of the Civil Service union the
C.PS.A, for five years, before he left the post 3 months 8go,
told an audience from the city recently ™If it is possible to
award life membership of a union to Norman Tebbit, then the
movement should do so," He also explained to them that the
reason he had left his union position to run the Independent
Industrial Soclety, at a salary of £50,000 a year, was because
he saw the need to reduce the divisions in British society,
Militant John Macreadie, elected earlier this year to replace
Graham as the C.P.S.A. General Secretary, has been unable
to take up his post due to the intervention of right wingers,

Still, at least the chaps from the T.U,C, have got their act
together, helping to organise the first ever "Dole Olympics®
in Wales, for 6,000 unemployed. Now that's what | call real
positive action,

Prince Charles, on a recent tour of the US.A., visited
Harvard University - their equivilent of say Oxford or Cam-
bridge - and was quick to sing it's praises, Not quite so quick
however was a Guardian reporter who also attended the event
and who's report read

"The essence of this place” one lady professor said "is that
it Is white male and protestant....., and after we have been
here for a while, we all become white male and protestant,”

She was more or less right, Despite efforts from the facul-
ty to paint Harvard as a colour blind place, which tolerates
little prejudice, black faces among the Harvard men - there's
no such thing as a Harvard woman - are rare,

In view of the fact that Red Action supporters have on
occasion been known to refer to having given various right
wingers a "good spanking” | should perhaps make it quite
clear that this is in fact a reference to political debate of
8 somewhat physical nature, and has absolutely nothing what

50 ever to do with the activities of Tory M.P, Harvey Proc-
tor,

The Member of Parliament for Hayes and Harlington Mr,
Terry Dicks, has joined the long list of openly racist Tory
M.P.s with an attack on the immigrant population. According
to him, West Indians are "lazy good for nothings, who have
come across here to sponge and bring their way of life in the
Caribbean to this country.”

Whether or not it was Viv Richards and co thrashing us st
our own culture again which provoked this ouwtburst I'm not
sure, but Dicks claimed that it was in defence of Sir Wood-
row Wyatt., Wyatt, a former Labour M.P., had been censured
by the Press Council, for an article in which he had claimed
that immigrants were "lawless" and "unemployvabile®,

e ——
"To me that day was like a dream. To see people pouring
out of the side streets, emerging from the trams, all converg-
ing on Gardiners corner, | was simply overwheimed, It was
a tremendous sense of jubilation, We had got the bastards,
You felt thar the working class united could become invinei-
ble,"
Mike Mendel, One of those who fought the fascists in the
Battle of Cable Street in 1936,

SOCIALISM
TODAY Continued from page three,

These then, are just a few cess in recegt vears, in win-
of the reasons for the lack ning over many disaffected
of working class involvement working class youths to it's
in the revolutionary socialist ideas, is because it has found
movement today., It is why wavs to relate those ideas
we in Red Action, as well to them, something which the

as other small groups which left, asccept on a few rare
have emerged from the main- occasions, has totally f{ailed
stream left in recemt vyears 1o do.

believe that new forms of

organisation and new methods TASK

of applying socialist ideas

have to be found, if we are And so we In Red Action

address ourselves to the task

tionary working class move- of building & revolutionary
ment in this country, socialist movement, which Is
from the working class and

I'his task is today becoming of the working class, We do

more and more important. not claim to have the ans-
If we accept that it was the wers to all of the questions
success of capitalism in the we have raised, but we are
post war years, and the pros- working on them. We are @
perity that brought which was tiny movement with little
responsible for the lowering experience, and even less

rescources, But we do have
something which is far more
precious than either of those

mess thar the capitalist sys- and that is the belief and
tem Is in today, and the in- commitement of our mem-
creasing poverty which that bers, If you agree with our
will bring, to raise working aims and jdeas, then we
rlass CONSCIOUSNess, invite Yo, no we urge you,

to join In with our activities

RELATE and even consider joining our
organisation, Not because we

But unless there is an want to play the numbers
organisation/s able to relate game, and just recruit as
1o those of the working class o 4 heads as  possible 1o

who do start looking for new o0 organisation, but because

answers, Then not only will .o organisation needs the
they be lost to the revoluti- energy drive and enthusiasm
onary socialist movement they .0 3 only . YOU can bring
may even be won over by the .. i pefare it can be the
far right, One of the reasons sort of organisation we all

that the fascist movement

want it to be,
has enjoved considerable suc-

"These people talking about human rights, must be expelled
from the country or locked up.”

Dictat., of Chile, and darling of the Federation of Conser-
tive Students, General Pinochet,

"The judges who make the law and lock you up one day,
come round and fuck you the next,"

A crisp explanation on how the system works, from a dele-
gate at the World Congress of Prostitutes, which was held
in Brussels In September,

R
IN ACTION

A march to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Bat-
tie of Cable Street, through the traditionally strong fascist
areas of the East End of London, passed off without incident,
A persistent rumour or a planned fascist ambush to snatch
the main march banner, led to the deployment of about 40
Red Action and Anti Fascist Action members as "Auxiliary
Stewards", UNfortunately, no one informed the police officer
in charge, who thought that the march had been successfully
infiltrated by the fascists, In any event, the fascists kept @
low profile, much to the disappointment of one of the older
marchers, who on hearing talk of possible trouble, straight-
ened hig shoulders and muttered defiantly "We did 'em before
and we'll do 'em agein” Over 2,000 attended the march and

rally,
e R R e T ==

Two Red Action supporters arrested for public order offen-
ces during o National Front march in Bury Saint Edmunds last
July, were acquitted in the local magistrates court last month
Other counter demonstrators arrested recleved fines, A
whinging plea by an NJF. organiser, for £50 compensation
towards a banner destroyed by counter demonstrators was also
dismissed,

Another law abiding Red Action supporter, who was arres-
ted after au inc.dent involving former chairman of the Front
lan Anderson, during a pro-irish Republican march last August
also had a result, when police witnesses failed to appesr in
court and the case was dismissed, Better still, all the accused
were gullty, Three cheers for British justice,
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