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The clearing of a Royal Ulster Constabulary Officer, from
all charges arising from the incident in which Sean [Downes

was shot dead by a plastic bullet, at a Republican rally in
Belfast two vears ago, proves once again, that as far as the
British state is conceérned, in lreland, policemen can quite it
erally, get away with murder, Downes was merely the latest
in a long list of victims of plastic bullets none ol  whom
have been armed or involved in any illegal activities. So lar

not one member of the security forces, has been nvicte
of any offence in connection with these killings.

There are few places where it is possible to hear as much
jery rhetoric, as ar a Labour Party conference, when they
re in opposition, Speaker after speaker will thunder out
creat pledges about all of the various changes they are going
o implement, after the coming victory at the next election,
hrases such us fundamental redistribution of wealth, and
econstruction of society, are the order of the day, Certainly

the Labour Party in government, were to do even half of
vhat the Labour Party in oppostion promised, we would cert-
yinly be living in a much better society today.

The comments of the Judge served to Quite convenier
in the case, gave a vivid in- draw atrention away fre
sight into the attitudes of the fact that whatever the
judiciary in Northern Ireland, and wrongs of that part
and their contempt for the incident, * did nothi
Nationalist community, He changa th fact that
lald great stress on the fact of RAGC, en, had withou
that the R.U.C. man had t iy wacning, brutally artacked
fire at Downes, because he peaceful slly  madi
was apparently about 1 i n women and child
tack a police officer with @ iges and stres, Foi those
stick. So there you are, The wi witnessed it, the plcture
gentence lor aasault o0 8 poi { young school gir's, SsCrea
ice officer In Northern lieland ming in terror as the R.UL

Unfortunately however, as iaken us very far along that
hose who remember past La- gradyal road, In fact it is @
our  governments  know, It grategy that is  hopelessly
doesn't work out that way. flagwed on several counts. If
lime after time in the pest, yoy want to work within the

we have seen the spectacle is Instant execution, armoured cars  drove

of Labour governments reneg- (‘-apltuhf-l v P .l:l It tual fact, it extre- ‘hem, Is not something U
ing on one election pledge course it has to be in a heal- vll'- i L "'I - ‘\" s likely to be soon forgorten.
after another, We  have thy state. So if, when the :'; e T e ) 'I It by some ol Geaar
watched as the have implem- Labour party are in power, _Tml,v_ ‘H'f ‘ I. b Yow 'l_. t 1 =
ented policies of cutbacks in the system gets In & mMess \'\-nldi.\-'n ver _of at A rl.‘l‘!'.r. iny ¥ .“. .:l“.'ll'..,l._ v ,I, pe
public spending, incomes free then they have to try and get i I.l!. :“ .:“”hl:.;h.” ..<_‘I,-‘= o e ViR R
zes, in fact all of the sort it out of it, But the only way aurr;u-ulmh-d by {"‘”“.}’_' --r__. hll\m. e I I-Ir- .'.I ! -“ \ \
of things you would expect in which they can do this is I;n the aup.;,.:.ﬁﬂ ..1|:, that .‘.h,‘-’.t'..-l.,.”', ,.. ..””. ,.'_.
(ot o Tory government, but by adopting pro-capitalist me- "'. was carrying, was lx- maore s .'.'.-,d- S50, S0 1D
¥ ? thods such as Incomes [reezes than one of those thin little ing to defend the lives ol 1
- s T B, b A service cuts etc, So they find things that cerry placards, nocent children who  were

claims to be soclalist, totally i
distllusioning many of their
supporters in the process,

There has in fact been seven

In all probability, when he being attacked by a large
dashed across the road, he dyv of armed men.

was probably trying to do -
exactly what the rest of Ihe brutal killing ol Sean

themselves carrying out the
very sort of measures they
are supposed to oppose, and

Labour governments, and we 9ropping all of those that they : US  oownes. will not cower (the
are 1o nf*arvr socialism today Pledged themselves to support were doing (Red Action mem :1‘::“:‘-&‘1-:“'1[;-'- .1-.1|'r e Ir: it
than we were before the first Far from working towards bers were present that day) Zo Tl e it with ' the
. soclalism from  within the Get the hell out of the way, LRGY WARL W ) :
- same delinnoe with W
So why is it that this hap- system, they become little Shosaivior Rt dusd amve. th r.‘"”v- ‘-m-l o S
pens 7 Just why do Lebour more than managers of the judge his excuse to let the e ':'\”_1‘;'_ i
:,;:i,'.l"[ir‘:'l:'l:ll.\, . ; _rl‘guidl‘hl‘n ymena. R.U.C. man off, and he grab stale terrorism,
¢ 'u“ 'l“ \h i:: ol el L g re . X bed., The argument wbout  will stand uncowered and del
o us all along. “H v - - =Ty rhi wnes' £ e +51 ol have T
. de i ONCE CONRDERED T0/BE A LEFT WINGEK, NEW. WiN- | Jll whac Dowoes' tnsencloss were jast uocll they hve b
Doubtless there are quite NO Ly i ¢ A Y . NEXT PRIME and whether the R.U.C. man  countr {  that ey
: YCKS ONLY CONCERN NOW IS TO BE THE NE/
a few totally corrupt career- Capitalists and the capita K in firing. also once and for all,

sts ir » Labour pi list system don't give anyth \I'II'SIHIIH. .I_Il‘- i\-'IR‘! MOVE }H was justified
Iw:ruiili.' st.q!:‘ Ii.f‘:atu‘liwrl Ilrf::-;. T‘f:‘; INg away for free. The only GUIDED H‘ll ONI RKUNh“i_” }t’?)!llln‘;\. > ,

to, to get votes, Yet along- Way to get anything out of WILL IT WIN OR LOS

side them, are many people 1t 15 1O fight for it, through
who would genuinely want to strike campaigns or whatever,

try and implement socialist Similarly, the only way that

policies, and yet these people you can change the capitalist

in the end. find themselves System, IS by confronting It
1, M

with sufficient force to make

also reneging on thelr pledges

and principles just es surely, ' change.

if perhaps a little more re Ihis is something that the
ack

luctantly. Labour Party refuse to

: ! nowledge, and that s why
SELL oul all of the fiery talk and
Basically, the reason that grand proclamations that we

the Labour Party find them wosy ihp'm v “.'” -
selves selling out so olten, be anything mare then that,

®
is because of their Insistence 1‘-' put l.l in & laymans terms Natl nal
on clinging to the belief, that they talk a very good fight

it |s possible to work towards but that's as far as It goes
They threaten the capitalist

e i .
socialism gradually, within the [HE CHARGE SUSPICION OF POSSIBLE ASSAULT ON A POLI ENAN
capitalist system, without the Sysiem with the direst warn- emon ra l squlage EATH BY SHOOTING
m‘?d for any sort of upheavel \"5% but as soon as they are THE SENTENCE, DEATH BY SHC
e ¥ ! ( avoe
The nature of British socie- in a position to do anything

about it, they bow down to AN : . S g ==
ty today suggests that past it "[hvv truely are lambs in J\ IT‘:;":W ;h W'Thlm“'m . ooy
Labour governments, haven't ' " s e y Anti Fascist Action of - i
wolves clothing Sunday the O9th of November, to &
' oppose the National Front's prop n I I =

osed Rememberance [Day march
to the Cenotaph. The demonstra-
tion will be assembling in TRAF
ALGAR SQUARE from 12pm on-

wards, We wurge all our members
and  supporters to make every
effort 1o attend this event,
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o e d effect
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T YTHING REMOTELY RESEMBLING SOCIALISM. COM- cali H B H 'sh &ci
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DU were to watch a
inner city school,
ng. There would

i

ety of racial snd cultural backgrounds,
tally oblivious to the differences between them. What's so remarkable
that you may ask ? and indeed, there shouldn't be anything remarkable
about it at sll, but can you think of & situation where adults of different
races come together, and are totally oblivious of the differences In the
same way that kids are, Racism (s an issue that pervades every aspect of
our lives today. Even amongst people who genuinely try to be, and believe
themselves to be anti-racist the very fact that you have to consciously
make the effort to rid yourself of any racialism, shows that it has at
sometime had some affect upon you. It can sometimes seem that racist
attitudes amongst all sections of soclety are so strong and imbedded, that
perhaps they are somehow inevitable. That it s the most natural thing in
the world ior people to be suspicious - and myuch worse - of others simply
because they have different colour skins. That's the way it may seem, bul
in fact that isn't the way it is, There is nothing natural or inevitable
about racialism, The way in which young children can be so totally unaf-
fected by it is sufficient proof of that, They are unaffected because they
haven't yet been taught how to hate, For racialism is and always has been
a manufactured evil, Manufactured and maintained by evil people, to serve
their own ends. The better we understand how it came about, the better

EVIL Wi

of kids playin

ould probabl

equipped we are to begin to fight against it

ORIGINS

The development of Britoin
as one of the first major in-
dustrial powers in the [8th
and 19th centuries opened up
vast new areas of potential
exploitation for the emerging
capitalist class. Al around
the world, the British state
sent it's armies Lo conquer
and subdue the native peoples
and render them and their
lands ripe for tender atten-
tions of rich British business
men.,

West  Africa, between
the years 1500 to 1800
15 MILLION of the native
population were deported
America as slaves, Between
1845 und 1860, 14 MILLION
Irish people died from famine
while British businessmen ex-
These and
other such massacres needed
justifying in the eyes of the
perpatrators, who were alter
all, good and plous Christians,

In

Lo

The British ruling class, had
always been well versed in
the art of using morality to
justify their wealth and the
methods which they used to
gain  it. In their eyes, the
wealth of the upper classes,
was their reward for being
hardworking sober  Christian
people, while the poor were
poor, because they were lazy
sinful and lived in dirt and
squalor, In their eyes, neither
situation had aenything to do
with the fact, that vast fort
were being made by

workers starvation

unes
paving
WAages.

This ploy, of justifying the

acts of the exploiter by
blaming the victims, was now
applied to the natives of the
Empire. Africans were lazy
(ot midday in Africa it gets
oo hot tw work) unashamed
of their nakedness and sinful,
Therefore, it was only right
to enslave them, and stamp
out their culture. The Irish
were  filthy, drunken and
worst of all, were ldolatrous
catholics, who might outbreed
the virtous evangelical Prot-
estent  British, and destroy
"our" wealth,

The list
tures, was
number of
to brutal

if racist carica-
as endless as the
peoples subjected
exploitation, and
from them first began to
the idea that some races are
better than others, Such ldeas
well suited to the aims and
thinking of the British upper
classes, The rest of the world
was theirs 1o deal with as
they saw [it, because they
alone were morally perfect,
However, with the collapse
of the empire, i{ people from
those countries were Lo con-
tinue be exploited, they
would have to be brought into
this country, It was then,
that large waves of immi
grants from the Common-
wealth states began coming
into  this country, with
full support of most of the
British upper class, who saw
them as a source of cheap
labour. It was then that, from

o

being merely o justification
for the atrocities of the Em
pire, racialism started to
become the force in SoCiety

that we know today.

FORTHCOMING
EVENTS

ACTION DAY

110CTOBER 12-6pm
ON THE NON-STOP
PICKET OUTSIDE THE
“SOUTH AFRICAN
EMBASSY TRAFALGAR SQ.

Organised by the City of London Anti Apartheld Group

and slso

MANCHESTER
MART YRS
MARCH

Held cvery year

in Manchester,

on the last weekend In

November, to commemorate three Irish ‘Republicans execu-
ted in Manchester Prison, More detsils of this one in the

next i1ssue,

y see something quite interest-
almost certainly be groups of children from a wide vari-
playing together quite happily, to-

the

.

THE

STALAG LUFT HEATHROW, ONE OF
TIMS OF THE RACISM OF THE BRITISH STATE

MAINTAINING

E VIC-

MYTH

Racialism grows on the barriers that exist between differ
ent groups of people. All of the various groups of Immigrants

o

in more recemt times Alro

this country in modern times
Carribbeans

the Irish, the Jews, and

and Asians have

been of distinctive appearence with their own language or
dialect. As a consequence of this, they tended 1o mix mostly

with their own people,

They also tended to come
from underdeveloped coun
tries, and lacked knowledge
Land tradition of labour organ-
sation and pay norms, It was
therefore easy for employers
to use them to displace and
undercut English workers, and
undermine Labour organisation,
This would cause resentment
in the workforce. This resent-
ment was played on, and ex-
‘ploited by upper class racists
for their own ends, To keep
the barriers between the di-
fferemt races intact, and the
working class  divided and
woak,

We

L)

see  oxamples of
clearly today, in
the way that they use their
control of the press and me-
dia, to reinforce racist atti-
wtudes and stereotypes. Crime
figures are distorted, and pre-
sented in such a manner as
to try and suggest the crime
i1s somehow a black phenome-

can
this quite

nem, A homeless family may
be housed for a few days in
a hotel by a council - some-
thing that is happening all
Wwithe time and if they are
black or Asian, it s from
page news, Such distortions

o

:
IJ

TORY M.P, HARVEY
FRIENDS, THE SOR
FROM THE

Ot

Amongst the working class,

PROCTOR,
PEOPLI
EXISTENCH

serve the establishment by
diverting the blame for social
problems awsy f(rom themsel-
ves and onto black people,
If you can convince someone
that the reason that there
are people homeless, |s be-
cause immigrants are flooding
into this country, and taking
all the houses, then vou don't
have to answer the awkward
question of why the present
government, has brought the
butlding of new councll houses
to a practical standstill,

It 15 no coincidence, that
those politicians who attempt
to make paolitical capital out
ol racialism, have traditional-
ly come from the upper clas-
ses, Figures like Oswald Mos-
ley, an upper class dissident
seeking & different road to
power, Today you have groups
such as the Monday Club in
the Tory Party, and the vari-
ous fascist groups with their
overwhelmingly middle and
upper class leadership,

In the final analysis, it will
always be the upper classes
who do the most to promote
and encourage racialism, be-
cause 1t their class who's
Interests best served

15
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AND
WHO
RACIALISM

TOKEN GESTURES |

UPPER CLASS
GAIN MOST
8],

racialism 18 strongest in the

socially deprived inner city areas, where there s no mobility

of population, ant Jvtle racial

min. The methods traditionally

adopted by “left wing" anti-racist councils are of little or no

use, They are usually mostly

publicity, winning the support of black careerists like them
selves, than they sre with tackling the problems of racialism.

Policies of modernising est-
tes and tackling housing shor-
rages would benefit not only
the disedvantaged black com
munity, but also many depri-
ved whites as well, and would
thus start to tackle some of
the grievances on which raci-
alism grows,

Instead funds are channelled
into groups made up of mid-

dle class careerists from the
._-'earinur. communities, and go
“into  offices, and publicity

instead of being used to bring
concrete lasting Improvement

Such policles do little 1o
attack the roots of racialism,
In fact they can even serve

concerned with tokenism and

to compound the problem as
since such prajects are
highly publicised, it can easily
seem  to some disalfected
white people, that they const
itue racial "favouritism",

The revolutionary left
have little to be proud about
of their record on racialism,
being wsusally - apart from
a few notable exceptions
which we will look at - more
concerned with  winning  the
odd black militant  to their
won narticular "political line"
and organisation, than they
are with trying to begin to
confront the problem of raci-
alism in the working class,

S0

also

s law

3 BACK

The most obvious example of racialism in our society today
is seen in the existence and activities of fascist groups such
as the National Front. Such groups can quite truely be said
to be responsible for the violent deaths of dozens of black
and Astan people in recent years., Even though they may dis-
own in public, the increasing number of physical assaults and
arson attecks, that are being suffered by raclal minorities,

jt is @ known fact that maeny of their members have been
nvolved. Even in cases when those involved in such attacks
“Bren't actually members of sny racist group,
| bear a heavy responsibilty, For it is the hate filled activities

they still

of such groups, and the poisonous lying propaganda which they
spew out, which helghtens racial tension and sparks off racial

attacks,

Against such attacks, there
can be - as so many black
and Asian people have found
out - only one really alfect-

(ve solution. That is the phy-

sical self defence of the co-
mmunities, To rely on the
to provide protection, I8
to have no real protection
at all. They have consistently
shown themselves to be either
unable or unwilling to do any-
thing to stop the attacks,

[What will stop them, is when

those who are involved in
them, start to realise that
they might end up biting off
a bit more than they bargain
ed for. One of the main rea-
sons that the Asian commune
ity has always sulfered so
badly from racial asttacks,
because traditionally, Asians
did not have the same repu
tution for fighting back,
say, the West Indians, It
@ tradition which doesn't
ways apply these days,
few fascists have found
to their cost,

15
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However, it 5 not
through the activities of
cist groups, that violence
visited upon racial minority
groups in this country, The
British’ state, is also responsi
ble for wviolence of a maore
subtle kind perhaps - but still
more than worthy of the

only
fas-

15

name,
The sort of violence which
uses racist immigration laws

that split up families, parting
husband and wife, parent and
child. The sort of violence
that will deport someone who
mav have lived here since
they were a child, to a coun
try they might hardly ever
remember, because they have

broken some law, The sort
of violéence that sends B80%
more black people to prisor
for a first offence than it
does white, It 15 just as im
portant to fight back agains
this sort of violence, througt

backing campaigns and defer
e committees, as it 1§
confront the naked brutality
of the fascists,

At Heathrow airport, ther
s a detention centre exclus
ivly  for holding  supposec
"illegal" immigranmts, Since i
has been open, those wh
have been held in it,  have
beenn almost  entirely Astan:
and blacks, These people have
commited no offence against
society, They are held in this

place without trial or sen
tence, for as long as the au
thorities  feel like, simply

because those authorities feel
that these people's racial ori
ging, make them undesirable
for our society. The Nazi
had a name for such places,

Raclalism is a very powerful force in our society today, It
would be foolish to try and kid ourselves otherwise. It's influ

ences are felt in every

aspect

of our lives today, not only

overtly, but also in the more subtle ways in which it effects
peaple's outlook. There are & lot of people, who are basically

decent and fair minded, but

who

have taken in some of the

bullshit, and hold some views which in the final analysis, can

only be described as

racialist,

The sort of person who will

you that they have got nothing agsinst blacks at all, but they

wouldn't like ft if their

daughter went out

with one. Some-

times, this sort of “passive" racialism seems so genersl and

entrenched that you can start to despalr about ever being
able to overcome it, It can start to seem as if the different
racial groups which make up our society, are destined to g

on forever treating each other

Fortunately however  this

is not the case. Experience
shows  quite clearly, that
apart from confirmed bigots,
who are only 8 small minority
where prejudice exists based
on mistrust and unfamiliarity
it can be confronted and ov
ercome,

One of the Clearest examp
les of this, wuas the success
a few years ago, of the Anti
Naozi League. This was origin
allv launched, with the himu
ed aim, of exposing the Nazi
traditions ol thie National
Fromt's leadership, which thes
had been copcealing o at
tempt Lo §CIeVE electoral
SUCC PSS v the 1979  election
However aligning itsell  with
the Rock Against  Racism
movement in the music world
the ANDL. soon grew into
Bom movement who's ach

Alx

THE

ANTI

NAZI LEAGUE.,

with suspicion and mistrust,

went  far  beyond

armas,

evements
the ariginal

The greatest success of the

ANL.,, was not so much in
the way that it drew suct
great numbers to it's  vast
displays of anti racist solidar
ity, but rather in they wa
that it brought the issue of
racism to the fore, and con

fromted i, In an uncompromi

sing way. It gave anti-racist

the confidence o argue their
Clse, where before the
might have remained silent.
It ralsed the i1ssue of racla

lism In areas where previously
and Images had
been accepted, simply becaust

racialist ideas

they had never been challer
ged, It proved quite conclusiv
v, that the most effectiv
way to Hght racialist ideas,
st challenge and confrom

them head on,

ONE OF THE ANTI RACIST

MOVEMENTS GREATEST SUCCESSES



SOCIALISM TODAY

The revolutionary left in this country today, can hardly be
described as a mass movement, Even if you added together
the members of all the various groups and parties the number
involved would hardly be of a sum to give the capitalist class
many sleepless nights. The reason for this situation s not
very difficult to find, It is because the working class, the
people who revolutionary soclalist ideas are supposedly aimed
at, are largely indifferent or even hostile to them. It is this
that leads a lot of people who might be quite sympathetic
to & lot of the ideas of revolutionary socialism, to be very
pessimistic about the chances of ever being able to build a
movement large enough to put them into practice,

"I agree with & lot of what

you say, but it will pever
come to anything",

"People today only care
about themselves”,

"How can you talk abowt

revolution when there's so
few of you ? You're wasting
your time,"

Such are the sentiments so
often expressed, and I'd sure
like to have a pound for ey
ery time I've heard them,

50 is it all & waste of time
then 7 Just why do groups
like Red Action, go on produ
cing and selling newspapers,
attending demonstrations and
pickets etc for so little obyi
ous reward,

CHANGE

The answer to this s quite
simple, It Is because although
it 18 certainly true that the
working class are In the main
uninterested in  revolutionary
ideas today, we do not, unlike
the pessimists, draw the con-

clusion that this apathy will
be fixed and unchanging for
all time, We know that it is
coused by speeilic clrcum
stances thatr exist today, and
that there have besn times
in the past when large se
tions of the working class
in this country have been
very sympathetic to revelu
tionary Ideas, and more im
portantly, that such a situa
tion will at some stage arise

again,

Muny people would probab-
ly be quite suprised at the
fevel of militancy that has
existed in the British working
class in times gone past, In
the early part of this century
the industrial parts of Glas-
gow wete so  Influenced by
revolutionary wdeas, ond the
Communist Party was o
strong  there, that it was
known as the "Red Clyde",
When John Maclean, a Scot-
tish socialist imprisoned for

his activities

from jall, over
thousand people
to  greet  him,
wis also noted
uncy,

wis  released
two  hundred
turned  out
South Wales
for it's milit

In  Northern Ireland, the
socialist movement was for
B time, so strong that it a
tually

managed on occasions,

to break down
divide, There were instances
of marches of tens of thou-
sands of people, from both
sides of the community, that
would go up both the protest-
ant Shankhill and the catholic
Falls Hoad,

England has also experien
ced great upsurges of working

the sectarian

class militancy. At the turn
of the century, troops had
to be used o quell siriking

miners, and of course when
they went on strike in 19286,
union In the country
came out on a general strike
in support of them. We should
also rememer the massive an-
ti-fascist movement that exis-
ted in the thirties, and how
when the Spanish Civil War
broke out, hundreds maybe
thousnds of militants, vol-
ounteered to go and fight for
the Republican side,

oevery

From all of this, we can
see  quite clearly that the
sort of political apathy and
indifference  that seems to
afflict so much of the work-
ing class today, has not al
ways existed, What vou may
ask then has caused it, and

can we hope for change 7

There
and social

are various political
factors that have
caused . Of these, by far
the most overiding one has
been the success of the capi-
talist  svstem, In the three
decades after the Second
World War,

BOOM

were ones of
and uninterup-
ted boom in the capitalist
system, from which everyone
benefited, Profits soared, the
economy expanded and living
standards rose. Even at the
lowest end of the scale,
wages steadily, it slowly rose
and unemployment was at
it's lowest in lving memory.
Ihe massive expansion in the
LeOnomy provided the
funds for massive public
spending  projects, the most
notable of which was the est
ablishment of the National
Health Service,

Ihese vears
unprecedented

also

how in

I?""i’l"

It s
such a Ssituation,
would begin o
ideas of people

easy Lo 5686
many
accept  the
like Labour

Party politiclans, who were
telling them that talk of rev-
olution belonged to the past,
and that nowadays, the capit-
alist system could be gradua-
lly reformed from within, to
the benefit of all. The evi-
dence all around suggested
that what they were saying
was true, The middle and ol
der generations, having come
through and survived the hun-
gry twenties and thirties, and
the horrors of the Second
World War, now found them-
selves with a better standard
of living then they had ever
known, and not suprisingly
most of them wanted little
more than to be able to app-
reciate it, and had little time
for talk about what seemed
to be a totally unecessary
revolution and it's visions of
yet more conflict and suffer-
Ing.

Even in workplaces where
there was a strong tradition
of militancy, it began to
express dtsell not so much
in an anti-capitalist revolu
tionary sense, but in a desire
to get more out of the sys
tem, in terms of wage rises
and  better conditions. The
economic situation meant that
they were there to be had,

STANDARDS

As for the younger genera-
tion, the one growing up this
period, they had known noth-
ing but rising living standards
all of their lives, and had no
reason to  believe that this
would not continue for ever,
Why should they bother them-
selves  with  obscure little
groups, spouting about
some supposed crisis of capit-
alism, What crisis ? Life was
fun, Get on and enjoy it.

an

And so for this generation,
there emerged what might
fairly be described as a loss
of class identity. A real lack
of knowledge of the tradi-
tions of working class solida-
rity, that their parents and
grandparents had known. This
process was further accelera-
ted, by the break up of so
many of the old working
class communities through re-
development, and the dispers-
al of their occupants into
tnner city high rise flats, and
surburban  New Towns that
sprung up around sll of the
major cities, Neither of these
environments had any warking
class  traditions for those
growing up in them to Identi-
Iy with, It is no coincidence
that one of the few express

ions of working class consclo
usness that has occurred in
recent  vear the miners
strike came from a part
of the class where the old
communities have remained

WORKING CLASS MILITANCY WAS MUCH HIGHER IN FORMER TIMES

An occasional series, in
which we look ot some
of the tasks and problems
facing the socialist move-
ment today.
e =

intact.

And so for various reasons,
what emerged throughout
most sections of the working

class, was an acceptance of
the capitalist system, with
even those Inclined towards

socialist ideas, believing that
it could all be done gradually
without any need for any
sort of violent upheavel, It
is hardly suprising that in this
situation, the revolutionary
left dwindled into the tiny
fringe movement that we all
know so well,

And so it might have re-
mained for time immemorial
accept for one thing. The na-
ture of the capitalist system
itself, If it is true that the
lowering of class conscious-
ness was caused mainly by
the success and stability of
the capitalist system immedi-
atly after the war, it is
equally true that it cannot
possibly maintain that success,
This has become more and
more obvious in the last ten
years as the system has
lurched from one crisis to
another with all it's conse-
quences, Rising unemployment
lowering of wage level§, cut
backs on services such as the
N.H.S. Such crises are not
just accidents that sometimes
happen and will perhaps go
away next year, They are in-
evitable to the capitalist sys-

tem and can be predicted
long in advance, as revolu-
tionary  socialists  predicted

this present one. And we can
predict with equal confidence
that the present crisis in cap-
italism is not going to o
away. In fact it is going to
get worse, and as It gets
worse, the cepitalists who run
our society, will be forced
in order to try and protect
their system, to clamp down
more and more on  working
class rights and living stand-
ards, in the way that they
have been doing for the past
ten years, It is egually as
certain that as they do this,
more and more working class
people, will be forced to re-
examine  their  relationship
with, and their attitude to-
ward the capitalist system, It
15 In such a situation that
the ideas of revolutionary
soctalism will appear far more
relevent to lar more people,

ATTITUDES

Is all
wishful

this perhaps
thinking on our part
Not at all. Already we can
clear evidence all around
us of definite changes in the
ottitude of working class peo-
le rtowards the state and au-
thority, Take the inner city
riots for instance., If you had
predicted such things ten or
fifteen years ago, people
would have thought that vou
were mad, And how many
then would have believed that
we would have seen the
scenes that occurred during
the miners strike, with thous
ands of working class people,
involved in physical confron-
tation with thousands of pol-
ce,

Just

Kee

As the economic mess that
capitalism is in worsens, the
more the capitalist class will
be forced to clamp down on
the working class, and more
and more working class peo
ple will find themselves In
the same position as the min-
ers and young people in the
inner cities. In confrontation
with the capitalist state,

It Is in such a situation that
the ideas of revolutionary
socialism will have a much
greater chance of flourishing,
and the revolutionary left,
if it is capable of responding
to those opportunities, will
be able to grow into a far
more  influential movement
than it is today. In fact opp-
ortunities have already arisen
but as yet the left has not
been able to respond, Why
is this 7 Well that is another
question, and one that we
will look at in the next issue
of Red Action,

Throughthe post

Dear Red Actlon.

| was amazed at

the assesment of the

Sandinista regime In Nicaragua, made by the author of the
article "The Dealers in Death" in issue No, 26. | don't know

where he got his Information
kntuw of
exciting.

Living in  Britain lately,
makes you appreciate the
creation of a welfare state,
education and economic mod
ernisation, as they have been
under attack for a while. But
having grown up in a4 country
with all this, | know their
limitations, and they're quite
compatible  with capitalism,
Indeed the redistribution of
income in the form of the
wellare state, in Britain in
the 50s and 60s, was designed
to boost consumer capitalism
and make even greater pro-
fits for the rich on one hand
and keep the workers quies
cent on the other,

It's also sickening to be
reminded thet the USA. s
still capable of backing the
most  vicious and  mindless
terrorism. However since
when terrorism of “this
type shaken a government
As for the threat of Ameri-
can invasion, that has so far
been prevented from becom-
ing real by internal pressure,
Not on humanitarian grounds,
but  because eighty  miilion
dollars was invested in Nicar
#gua by Americans last year,
The only response to terror-
ism can be arming the people
and being vigilant. But this
has not been the main thrust
ol Sandinista policy,

That has been "productivity®
Workers are continually being
asked to work harder,

strive special days,
pass

has

an
their
lo anyone
about the "Five
in the Soviet Union in the
1930s, and of "Stakhanovites”
who pushed up production tar-
gets by working extra hard
(scabs n fact) this all sounds
suspiciously familiar,

And who does all
efit 7 Well 30% of property
is owned by the state, and
the profits from it's enterpri
ses line the pockets of politi
cians and beauracrats, The

0 sur
WM LArgRLs.
heard
vear plans"

procuct i
who  has

this ben-

from, but there is nothing |

Nicaragua, which | as revolutionary soctal.st find

rest iIs
Lalists,

owned by private capi-

Worker's  wages
limited to productivity, some-
thing any western trade uni-
onist would object to, In Nis
aragun, the only trade unmion
is the Sendinistas' own C.S.T.
which is telling workers to
work harder and not to regard
management as Ltheir enemy,
Strikes and Independent trade
unions BANNED, which
suggests f they had to be
banned, that they were belng
used against their “friends”
the management,
and private capitalists,
the CAT, is continually
anging workers about
lsm and shoddy work, which
suggests they know they're
working to make others rich
and not for their own benefit
and don't like it,

are

nre

and state
Alsh
har
ahsente.

I hate LLS, terr
[ don't upport
"Stalinism"
hates
pro-Soviet, and in "his back
yard®, | hope the worker
Nicarggua, will be strong
enough to  throw 1]
new parasites,
real socialist

irksm, but
Sandinista
Ih‘;‘gaf\

i
ney re

ejther,

them hecause

these
and build &
sOCiety,

Fred

East London Red Action,

“

the article i
written reply

The author of
question,
to this leteer, It rinted
on the back page,
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RED ACTION

Red Action is an organisation founded by working class
people to work for the furthering of the cause of
Socialism, Membership is open to all who accept our
political principles and pay a weekly subscription. Every
member has an equal vote on all Red Action policy and

decisions.

If you support our aims but do not wish to become 2
member, you can become a supporting member. 1 his does
not entitle you tp vote, but you will receive:

1. A free subscription to the newspaper.

2. A regular internal newsletter that will keep you
informed of what is going on in the organisation,

3. Notification of any Red Action activities in your area,

The cost for this is £10 for one vear,

Subscriptions to the
cost is £3 pounds for ten
8 paper is a

paper are still available separately.
issues. Please remember that
very uneconomic business and we

i yl very grateful for any donations, and especially
rateful to anyone who can take exira copies to sell.
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"But this is not to say that you must steer clear of some- always caricatured on the left as merely an expert in electri-

one, just becsuse they have been involved in an offence ot S — fying people's testicles,”

Peter Clarke, Conservative parliamentary candidate for East
Lothian, addressing 2 Federstion of Conservative Students
conference,
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Well they said It,

"The Jesuits had secretly prepared World War Two, and Hit-
lers war machine was buillt and financed by the Vatican,
Hitler Franco and Mussolini, were to be the defenders of the
faith, and conquer the world for the Pope. Behind the scenes
the Jesuits controlled the Gestapo etc".

A quote from Jack T. Chick, one of Dr. lan Paisley's fav-
ourite writers,

£

"If anybody thinks that criticising the monarchy is un-patri-
otic, then they should consider that when Newham N.F. mem-
ber Fred Adams died a year or so ago, he left around
£10,000 to the Queen in his will, She immediately gave this
money to a black youth club, So much for the Queen's patri-
otism."

An extract from an outraged letter in the National Front
publication, "Nationalism Today".

"I'm not a right wing ascist, but I think that IﬂCIllllf:l I8
one of the worst ideas if the century” and he goes on "and
a lot of working class p ople who make a lot of money seem
to think that it gives ' iem the right to be noisy bores. I've
never succumbed to th: , In actual fact, | find myself think-
\ng about them like the aristocracy thinks",

Michael Caine, tax « dle and one time fish market porter,
fulfilling his own prop! ¢y by doing an Arthur Daley" impress-
ton for the Observer n gazine.

e — e —————

| wos thinking of a plece to write about all these popstars
and actors, with their big egos and even bigger bank accounts
whingeing and whining about their safety from "terrorist at-
tacks" but instead | decided to leave it to one of their own
professional colleagues, actor Bob Hoskins,

"l tell you what was funny. | was in Ireland and "The Long
Good Friday" was opening in Dublin, and 1 got in touch with
a couple of IRA men and said, listen | don't want to upset
you lot. | was thinking, if I'm in trouble with this lot, I'll get
my legs blown off. Anyway | went to see the movie with
these two guys, and one of them says "I wish we were that
fucking organised” and then thought why had [ got so stu-
pid ? Why would the IRA be interested in me ? Who am |
Why would they bother blowing the legs off some soppy actor
who's done some silly ftim ? There's real issues ot stake, and
'm talking about a mere movie,"

"I am the humblest man I know."

James Anderton, Chief Constable of Manchester.

"My first job is to tackle the pay problems and get rid of
the Unions,"

"What we are up ag: nst is social fascism, It's ageist racist Angela Rumbold, the new Education Minister,

sexist eugenic. The 32l doctrine of the survival of the
strongest, The terrifyl g catalogue of sttacks on the old, the
sick and the handicapy d, is like the last days of Bediam. The
Hampstead mind can' cope with these realities, Those well
to do Labour councillc 4, would rather read about the working
class in Engels, than ve amongst them. None of them do."

lityd Harrington, fc mer Labour leader of the Greater Lon-
don Council, on the r..ng crime rate,

"It can never be the perpetrators of Apartheid who say
Apartheid Is changing. If white people are so impressed with
all the changes, would they swap places with blacks, even for
one day."

Bishop Tutu.

NICARAGUA AutHoRs |

REPLY

Couldn't have put it better myself Bob., From an interview
in the New Musical Express,

It is always easy

have a vision of what a perfect society
should be like, and then compare it

to one which exists,

which will almost cortainly compare unfavourably, However,
of we are to hegin to judge the merits or failings, of the reg-
ime in Nicaragua, we have to look not only at the situation
which exists there, but also ask ourselves whether it could
have been any different. After all, you can only be critical
of the policies a political movement adopts, il there were

other options open to them,

The overthrow of the dicta-
torship of Ansstasia Somoza,
was achieved  in July of 1979
by a force known as the Rey-
olutionary People's Movement
(M.P.U.) The M.P.U. was a
broud fromt of va wus politi-
cal movements of all shades,
united by their desire to
overthrown a brutal and cruel
tyrant, At the head of this
movement stood a  socialist
orgunisation, the Sandinistan
Front for National Liberation
(F.S.LUN) or a5 they ere bet-
ter known, the Sndinistas,

However, the M.P.U. itself
could in no way be described
as @ revolutionary socialist
movement, It contained within
it many factior: opposed to
soclalism, For -=xample there
wias a pro capicalist section
known as the Frente Amplio
de Oposicion. The F.SLN.
itself was onl. ® very small

movement, nu ndering ut the
time of the «verthrow, quite
remarkably 1itle over 500
actual memb: rs, The reason
thiat they go wd the support
of the vast wmber of peas-
ents and wor dag people who
rose up agel st Somoza, was
not so much because of their

pulitics, but simply because
they had, (ver many vears
of bitter struggle, proved

themselves to be the bravest
best and most consistent figh-
ters,

INSURECTION

And 3o s revolutionary soc-
lalist movememt, stood ot the
head of a successful insurec-

tion, but such a shteation
does not in itsell open the
way to socialism. The estab-

lishment of a socialist society
can only be achieved by the
existence of, and conscious
action of, a mass working
class socialist movement, and
not by the action of a small
political party, substituting
itself for that movement. In
Nicararagua, a tiny underde-
veloped  coumtry, such a
movement did not exist,

To try and immediately es-

tablish & socialist  society,
was  therefore  impossible.
What other options did the

Sandinistas have ?

They could of course quite
easily have suppressed’ those
former allies in the

aof their

M.P.L, who they did not
agree with politically, but
then of course they would

have been doing little more
than re-establishing a similar
sort of society, to the one
they had fought to overthrow,

TASK

The most important task
of all facing the new regime,
was the reconstruction of the
economy, Much of Nicaragua's
towns and cities, and most
of it's industry had been des-
troyed by bombing. Only 70%
of the cultivatable land had
been sown., Meat was scarce,
The National bank had in it,
the princely sum of 34 milli-
on dollars - about a dollar
and a hall for everyone of
the population - meanwhile
overseas debts stood at  the
sum of ONE THOUSAND, SIX
HUNDRED MILLION,

There was no way that the
Sandinistas were equipped to
deal with such problems, They
were @  guerilla  movement
skilled in the arts of jungle
warfare, not the arts of prac-
tical economics, The only way
in  which reconsruction was
possible, was by using the
technical skills and knowhow
of the old managerial and
capitalist clusses, funded by
foriegn aid and/or investment .
They could gain neither of
these, without allowing the
existence of free enterprise,

So what they did, was nati-
onalise those industries which
had been the personal proper-
ty of Somoza. But whilst this
does of course mean that
capitalist type class relations
still exist in Nicaragua, it is
certainly not  accurate to
class the Sandinistas as being
the same as the capitalists,
In fact there is a lot of an-
tagonism between the twog
with the Sandinistas excercis-
Ing a great deal of control
over what happens to the
profits, disposessing, and nati-
onalising the assets of any
firm which does not re-invest

a certaln amount of it's prof-
its in the Nicaraguan economy
It is a policy that might be
described as gradual recon-
struction through private en-
terprise, followed by nationa-
lisation when it reaches a
certain level,

Meanwhile, the Sandinistas
have been careful to keep
control of all of the forces
of soclety - army and police
force - In order to prevemt
the capitalist class becoming
a political force, Whilst doing
this however, they have man-
aged to maintain a remarka-
ble amount of individual free-
dom and liberty within society
Oppositional  political move-
ments are allowed full free-
dom of press and radio, which
when you consider that a sit-
uation of virtual warfare ex-
ists in puarts of the country,
is a truly remarkable fact,
It s difficult to see, how
such a situation can be equa-
ted with Stalinism.

It is also untrue to say
that there are no independent
workers organisations, There
are in fact several including
The National Federation of
Labour, The Independent Gen-
eral Federation of Labour,
The Trade Union Unity
Movement, The Action Feder-
ation, The Trade Union Com-
mittee  for Unification, The
Federation of Health Workers
The Teacher's Union, and The
Union of Workers in the Lib-
eral Professions,

EFFORT

it is true that the Sandinis-
tas and ctheir supporters do
join in with the calls for
more effort and higher prod-
uction, but 1 is nol acturate
to view this in term of privi-
leged bureasucrats exhorting
the workers, Nobody makes
more effort and sacrifice,
than the Sandinistas themsel-
ves, whether on the produc-
tion front, or the battle Kont
They are a movement of ded-
jcated idealists, who's whole
history is based on a tradition
of wmusterity, self sacrifice,
and herotsm, If such people
finding their work constantly

frustrated by the massive
problems surrounding them,
give voice to their frustrati-

ons by calling for similar ef-
forts and sacrifices from
others, we cannot be too sup-
rised.
Meanwhile,

they continue

with their work. Tens of
thousands of their  youth
movement, going out into the
rural areas, to live and work
amongst the poorest people,
bringing them new improved
farming methods, education
and political training. In the
cities, basic health and educ-
ation have been established
from nothing. The positive
aspects of the Sandinista re-
gime speak for themselves
In the first two vears, illit-
eracy amongst the population
fell from 50% to 14%, unem-
ployment from 32% to 17%
The education programme in
particular, influenced by San-
dinistan  thinking, may yet
contribute to the emergence
in the future, of a politically
conscious working class, which
can carry the revolution fur-
ther foward,

As for arming the workers
some 300,000 people are
armed and orgenised in the
Territorial MHitias, each res-
ponsible for a particular
workplace, installation, or
public building. With & stand-
ing army of 50,000, that's |
in 8 of the population under
some sort of arms, No reg-
ime would be able to do that
unless they were confident
of the support of the people,

In fact, it is the attitude
of the Nicaraguan people to-
ward the Sandinista regime,
that really says more about
it than anything else. Rallies
in support of the F.S.L.N. are
reported to attract as many
as HALF A MILLION people.
That remember, is out of a
population of 2.3 million.

No political movement can
be perfect, The Sandinistas
have of course made mistakes
in the past, and will make
mare in the future. But given
the situation that they found
and still find themselves in,
I do not see how their over-
all strategy could really have
have been any different, The
existence of their regime, has
been of great benefit to the
vast majority of Nicaraguan
people, and it would appear
to me at this present moment
in time, that the best option
facing those people, and the
one which offers the best
chance for a future develop-
ment of the Nicaraguan state
in the direction of socialism,
lays in the survival of that
regime. For that reason, |
belleve that it deserves the
support of socialists every-
whiere,
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