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do well,if the country is doing well,

It's not really suprising that this idea Is so
commonly held.It is after all being constantly
impressed upon us.lf sterling should happen to
rise ageinst some other currencyt will be
reported on the news as if it Is some sort of
achievement by all of us.Similarly if a British
firm should land a large contract overseas,we
are told what a great boost this is for "our"
economy,the implication being that we are all
going to benefit by it.Another festure of
this sort of view of society of course,and one
which should perhaps tell us & little bit more
about the true thinking sbout itls the way
in which it is often invoked to try and con-
vince working class people to accept cuts in
their living standards.How often do we hear
politicans ‘telling us that we should lower
wage demands "for the good of the national
economy” beceuse "the country can't afford

.

PRINCIPLE

The principle on which this line of thought
rests is the idea that all of us in this country
have the same stake In the "national economy,
Even though some start obviously better
off than others,we still all have exactly the
same (nterest in seeing the country do well
in International economics,because If it does
then we all rich and poor alike will be better
off,and If it doesn't then we all sulfer.it
is in the interests of all of us to pull rogether
for the benefit of our commen interest,to be a
"United Nation".

This is the picture that is painted for usby
the establishment through their comtrol of the
media.In ectual fact it is complete rubbish,The
soclety in which we live today,is anything but

DISUNITED
NATION

One of the more remarkable festures sbout our society today,is the amount of totally stupid
ideas thet some people belleve inYou know the sort of thing,the Queen is born biologically differ-
ent from other people,or the Pope cannot make a mistake.We've all heard of these and other
just like them.As well as these obviously stupid ideas however,are others which are just as wrong
but are not so obviously so,and which are often wholey or partly believed by many serious thinking
people.Of these,one of the most common Is the idea that the economic interests of every one
of us,are tied up in what usually referred to as the national economy.The idea that we can only

"united".Any idea that all of the people in this
country have the same vested interest inthe
prosperity of the "National Economy® is just so
much bullshit.

GAIN

When people talk about a "National Econo-
my" they are not talking about anything that
is in any sense owned by all of us.They are
in fect telking about the larger British compa-
nies who in the course of their business are
involved in imports and exports.it is the succ-
ess or otherwise of these companies In trying

to outwheel and deal,the companies of other
trading natlons,which decides whether the news-

man tells us that "we" meaning British
firmy - are doing well or badly.But the point
is,who gains from it alllf British companies

make record profits from overseas desling,what

do you and | gein from it,The answer of
course s wvery little is anything.The ones
who gain from it are those who are already

rich enough to own shares In those companies
less than ten percent of the population.

In the last five years over two million people
have joined the ranks of the permanently
unemployed,Thelr standard of living has dropped
from wage level to dole level,a considerable
drop.Pecple in government and business tell us
that this Is caused by economic recession."The
recession is to blame,There's nothing we can do
about (LWe just have to all tighten our belts
until things pick up againdl you pick upa
newspaper any day of the week @and turn
to the financial page,you will see various
companies reporting their profits,usually upon
the previous year,of tens and often hundreds
of MILLIONS OF POUNDS.This has been

happening all through the years of recession,

AND THE ONLY WAY TO GET ANYTHING BACK.
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THE ONLY ONES TO BENEFIT,

While workers the world over have been tight-
ening their belts,rich capitalists the world over
have still been gorging themselves till their
belts are at bursting point,

This Is not to say that there is no recession,
There is and It is caused by the Inadequecy
of the capitalist system itself.The point s that
If the capitalist recession,it Is the workers
who almost exclusively have to bear all of,the
suffering and make all of the sacrifices For the
rich,recession |s something to read about in the
papers that they own,

MYTH

The myth that there is some sort of nation
al economic Interest that unites the rich
and poor of a country is nothing more that
a con trick upon the working classesu seeks
to make them believe that somehow their
interest lays in seeing their boss make larger
profits rather than in fighting him/her to
™ improve their own living standards,
The myth of the "United Nation" trys to
| lcover up the plain and undeniable fact that

our society today is divided into two classes
Iwho's Interests are permanently and totally
jopposed to euch other.Those two classes

lyare the employers and the employed,the upper

¥ class and the working class,The upper classes

prosper only according to how well they
exploit the working class,and  the warkers
according to how well they organise to snatch
some back.The one can only prosper at the
expense of the other,

INTEREST

Working class people have no real interest
in the prosperity of the capitalist class of
their own or any other country.ndeed itis
more likely to work against their interests as
the more prosperous a capitalist class Is the
better it will be able to resist any industrial
gction that the workers may engage inThe
myth of the "United Nation" Is fostered
and encouraged for no other reason than that
millions of people who can hardly afford to.pay
their rent and eat properly,will sit in front
of their telly and think that they must be well
off because exports have risenor the pounds
doing well.lt is there to try and mask the fact
that the only true long term Interest of
working class people everywhere,lays in struggle
against the capitalist class of their own and
every other country to wrest back everything
that they can from them,and ultimately des-
troy the capitalist system itsell,

ALIVE AND

KICKING

Regular readers of Red Action will be
forgiven if they had been wondering whether
they were ever going to see another issue.This
in fact is the first issue for some four months
It will also be noticeable that the type used
in this lssue,ds of a lesser quality than In
previous issues,and also thei the price has been
raised to 20p.We feel that perhaps we should
explain why these changes have occoured,and
why this issue has been so long delayed.

Some time ago,the membership of Red

Action took & decision that we needed @
monthly paper,and that we would attempt to
publish one as soon as was practicable.The
thing which governs how often it Is practical
to publish & paper is quite simply money.The
economic reality of printing and publishing
means that there is no way that you can pay
for the cost of a newspaper with what you
recover from sales,To break even,you would
have to charge a ridiculously high price.This
is just as true of all of the big nationaldailys
and weeklys,as It is of 8 publication such as
ours,

COST

However these papers of course have @
mesns making up the loss between production
costs and sales returns,the revenue that they
get from advertising.This option hes never been
open to us.The only way In which we can
make it up is through our own funds.For a tiny
organistion such as Red Action with no finan-
clal resources,this is a heavy burden and
{s the reason why up until now we have
never managed to publish more than once every
two months.Quite simply we could not afford
to bring it our any more often,

In fact the only resson that we were able
to afford it that often,was that we had @
friend employed in the printing trade,who
was able to undertake to get our type-setting
done for us very cheaplythrough the back door
as It were, Type-setting Is where you have your
type dome on 8 @n expensive sophisticated
machine which makes it much smaller,neater
and easler to read.

Recently however,he had to inform us that
due to pressure of work,he would no longer be
able to undertake to get it done for us.Now
this this put us into something of a dilemma.lf
we were to start using an ordinary typewriter
it would have meant such a drop In quality
that we didn't really want to consider it.But

if we were to revert to using professional
type-setters,the consider abie extra costs
involved,would have meant that far from

moving towards our alm of monthly paper, we
may have even been forced in the other
direction,into  bringing it out less often.T!
we wers also loath to consider.

OPTION

There was one other option and that was,t .,
get enough money together to buy for our-
selves a machine which would give us a type-
face of suitable quality.This is what we have
done.The one which we have bought while not
giving a type as good s that which we previ-
ously enjoyed,still gives one which we hope
readers will {ind agceptable,

However even this lesser machine
not come cheaply.n all we had to
sum well Into four flgures and that ix Wwhy
there has been no Red Action for a while.
Because It has taken every penny that we
have been able to raise in that time,to pay fos
the new machine.We have also been faced with
a considerable rise in printing costs and with
these added on to all the other extra costs,it
was felt that we really had little optionbut
to reluctantly roise the price of the paper,

Now that we have fipally got it all sorted
out,we hope that we can in the new yearstart
to bring our paper out on a regular monthly
basis.Please remember that it will still make
8 considerable nett loss,and we are always
grateful for all and any financial assistance
that we get from you our readers.
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world of high fashion got In on the act with “Fashion Ald"
Thames TV devoted s whole 24 hour "Telethon™ programme to
ralsing money for deprived children.
Now events such as these amount of our “perfect”
can often provoke extremely ideas,
rltc e to And yet even sfter admi-
| one hand,you tting this,we can still be
have those who see 0 oritical of Live Ald.Wecan
them nothing but the milk  quite fairly criticise for
of humen kinduess.Another  the way that they (1) Mis-
more cynical view (s that  jead people into thinking that
events such as theseare ll-  problems such as famine and
ttle more then publicity,jam-  poverty can be solved by
borees,for rich well fedsup-  charity,end (2) The wayin
erstars to publicly display  which they divert attention
their quertionable "concern”  gway from those who are
for the poor of the world, really responsible,
WHORTHWHILE For example,the "Live Aid
show at Wembley,reputedly
In all  probability,there ;'u'”‘,m . s;,.,,;"{:,:
gre those who's interest poritonin P
great,until you rem
in these events cenmm:t ember that while everyone
sround  themselves than " oing away to the

it does around the starving
in Africa.Yet even with this
in mind it would be wrong to
dismiss them completely.The
desire and willingness to help
those less fortunate than
yourself is still a worthwhile
sim,even when it is dressed
up in all of the hype and
bull shit that surrounds the
"Aid" bashes.

Red Action as & movement
is always quick to point out
the superiority of imperfect
sction over perfect theory
in the political sense.By
the same standard we would
have to accept,that at this
moment in time,Live Aid,for

all of It's imperfections,is
doing more to actually feed
hu people, than an

music,surplus grain - that,ls
grain  which cammot be
sold and for which thereis
no practical use - to the va-
lue of THREE HUNDRED
AND EIGHTY FIVE MILLION
POUNDS was laying useless
in British storehouses,

That was only one years
surplus.it will be repeated
again and again year after
year.What use is a one
off# concerty however well
organised,in the face of this,
By all means organise a
concert to get thousands of
people together, and make
them aware of the plight
of the hungry.But instead
of just giving them a night
of musichow much better

BOOK 'EM IN

A Red Action member recently received a letter from,some-
one that he had met on one of our previous trips to Belfast,
Unfortunately the letter came from Crumlin Road jail as the
person in question has been arrested in one of the recent sup-

ergrass roundups.One of the points raised in the letter was the

total lack of any decent reading material,or as he puts it him-
sell "it's a strict choice between Xavier Hollander and J.T.Ed-
son".Anyone unfortunate enough to have experience of the Bri-
tish prison system will know exactly what he means.He also

points out what a waste of opportunity it Is because "with 23

hours a day in the cell,it's an opportunity to get my head

to some much needed serious political reading.There's plenty of
8

us in here who could do with it.

LEARNING
It Is often correctly pointed out,that thrmiht'lu! history pri-

to take the opportunity to
hammer home facts like
this and erouse their enger.
How much better,if instead
of just watching everyone go
their own way st the end,of
the night,you tried to organ-
ise them into mass demon-
strations outside of the
storehouses,to call on the go-
vernment to send the grain
where it could be of some
use,

WHO KNOWS,IT MIGHT
EVEN HAVE EMBARASSED
THEM ENOUGH TO HAVE
HAD SOME EFFECT.

Another good example of
how these events take,the on-
us away from the guilty. was
seen during Thames TV's
24 hour “relethon” for
deprived children.You had
comedian Lenny  Henry
taking the viewers around all
of these youth clubs and
projects for disabled kids tel-
telling us what a good.job
they do.He then added al-
most as en alterthought,"but
of course places like this
have been very badly hit by
government  cutbacks,so it's
up to us to make sure,that
they get enoughso that
theycan keep doing their
good work",

Well why the hell should it
be up to "us" ? Why the hell
should working class people,
meny of whom get barely
enough to get by on them-

selveshe made to feel
that somehow it is their
responsibility ?

It Is the government who.are
responsible for the fact that
s0 many services find them-
selves faced with the pros-
pect of having to close
down.The same government
that was able to instantly
find BILLIONS of pounds
when it came to fighting the
Falklands war,and making
sure that the miner's strike
was defested,but then claims

poverty when |t comes to
finding a few thousands
needed to keep open a home
for spastic kids.

Lenny Henry and others,no
doubt mean well,but they
would be far better off,using

the platform that their fame
brings them,to shout out to
people just exactly what the
Tories are doing to the soci-
al services of this country
than they do, by trying,to
emotionally blackmail some
poor old age pensioner into
sending their last five
or ten pounds,

That is why in the final
analysis,you won't find many
socialist militants going
overboard about "Live
Ald" or eny of them.Because
in one way,thay are sctually
dol Thatcher's work for
her.Ever since she has been
in power,she has been trying
to convince people that we
must get away from the
idea that services and health
etc are the states responsi-
bility.She would no doubt be
delighted,to next year scrap
the National Health Service
and to leave the medical
care of all those not covered
by BUPA in the hands
of a benevolent scheme fund
ed by concerts organised by
Bob Geldof.

TREND

In a year,maybe two,"Live
Aid" will be just another,fin-
ished trend.But there will
still be millions of hungry
people,and food to feed,them
will still go to waste.No
rock concert however big,will
ever change that.The only
thing that will is & total re-
structuring of the economic
system.That s why we.say
quite unashamediy,thst the
only real hope for ever,being
sble to "Feed the world" is
in the ideas and actions of
socialists,and the world wide
socialist republic that they
will one day found,
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CK-OUT

On Fridey 18th of October seven building workers,all mem-
bers of the building union UCATT were sacked from s build-
ing site in Surbiton operated by the John Laing building group.
They were sacked because they had sttempted to organise,on
site,for the most basic conditions of employment,and because
some of them were known trade union activists,They were aiso
blacklisted which means that there names and Insurance num-
bers are put on a list of known militants kept by all of
the large building employers,meking it extremely difficult for
them to find work in the future,

However these men are not taking it laying down.They have
organised to fight back.and the dispute hes been made offic-
ial by the union.They bave also spread the dispute to other
John Laing sites at Surbiton,Hammersmith and Earls Court.The
pickets at these sites sre now beginning to achieve no small
measure of success.At the Tooting and Surbiton sites “he
majority of site deliveries have been stoppedand st Earls
Court,deliveries of concrete,so vital to the continued running
of a large building site have been severely disrupted.

ASSISTANCE

if this can be maintained,there is every chance that these
men can win this dispute,but to keep it up,there are two
things that they need above all others.The first is assistance
with picketing.lt is quite obvious that there is no way that
seven of them can possibly cover four bullding sites so widely
spread apari.They need help,and have been getting it,but more
is still needed.The other thing that they need is financial
assistance.This they have also been recieving from sources
such as collections at other sites and factories,and from stu-
dent unions.But again more is always needed.Seven families
take a hell of 8 lot of feeding.
If you can help these men in any way then get in touch with
them.Their address is THE LOCK OUT COMMITTEE,C/O
135 HAYWARD GARDENSLONDON SWIS, (tel 789 B8283)
These few men have courageously stood up to fight against
one of the largest building employers in the country.lt isup to
other workers to see that they are not left on their own
against them.
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SUPPORT

sons have been the "universities of revolution".Many great and
famous revolutionaries,finding themselves faced with the enfor-
ced idleness of prisonhave used the time to learn the lessons
contalned in the writings of other revolutionaries,and in doing
s0 equip themselves better for future struggles.

Now many of you reading this articleespecially those that
have been active on the left for some time,will in the course
of that activity,have accumalated a large collection of books,
pamphlets etc etc,Many of these probably haven't even been
read for years.They are doing no good to anyone Well now is
your chance to put them to some constructive use.Give them
to us,and we will assure you that they will end up in the
Crumlin Rd jail,for the enjoyment and benifit of some dedica-
ted revolutionaries,

HUNGER

A different hunger Is a book written by A.Stvanandan,No

P—‘,
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doubt many of you reading this will never have heard of him.

In fact he is director of the Institute of Race Relations and

) v :
4 e
v ) r ¢
In the sixties,was responsible for removing it from the hands

of the liberals and moderates who had previously controlled r
it.Today,although he is reknowned in the black sections of the

revolutionary movement,he is little known outside of these
and intellectual circles,
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CONTRIBUTE

Sivanandan himself while of how capitalism in Britain l Red A
. ction is an organisation founded by working ciass
So start gathering them now.Not only purely political stuff, certainly an intellectual is creates a climate for racism people 1o '.:: for I: 'lﬂ'.tﬁll o:!’m canse of
anything that is a decem read.Historical fiction and novels etc. equally certainly no liberal to take root in the working Socislism all
Show your solidarity and support for the revolutionary freedom as @ reading of his book class,How in fact the state - Membership is open to who accept our
fighters of Ireland,and know that in & small way,you are contri- clearly shows. ‘.'T_? first chap- encourages  working  class [ Political principles and pay a weekly subscription. Every
buting to the strengthening of the revolutionary movement in ter entitled “From Resist-  pegple 1o divide ond turn [l member has an equal vote on all Red Action policy and
this corner of the world.Send them to us as soon as possible or ance 'f“ bluekbe““’“-l“:”’ the  against each othergso as to [ decisions.
if the postage is to expensive,get in touch with us and we will stary of black people’s,stru- exploit them again and,again If you support our sims but do not wish to become
arrange to have them collected.Get cracking now. lf"’;@‘" “‘“:‘“-"‘T:‘ the end finding new lles and tactics .-,“..‘ you can become a member m‘o;
v . ol the second world war up st each turndt shows how >
l, 2 - B i d to the riots/rebellions of  (he Labour Party has as not entitle you to vote, but you will receive:
‘ ey ;?“l;" }-?h““'-‘ hh‘“" :"I'I‘:: much to be ashamed of in
ack militants,have mode the case of h‘t‘ mle” 'lll .lm.'l'l
l{hemse;\rea on |essons :enrim it does in the case ’f,; 1. A ” 10 the ne vpaper.
rom third world struggles.it Ireland.As far as the Irish
also shows how both tory and black people are con- izl.lA r‘lf internal newsletter that will keep you
and Labour governments,have cerned,they have been no what is going on in the organisation.
:’::d“ "‘:‘;“‘“' black “bﬁ better than the Torles,
; ¢ | ScoRomy Most of all,the book,shows W 3. Notification of any Red Action activities in
n:edr.d ”Tm"rd 0 that there Is more to com- P
pn egislation  when it batting racism,than physically cost
hasn't. confronting fascists on the The for this s £10 for one year.
streets.We all have to con-
front racism wherever
it appears - st work in the, J§l Subscriptions to the paper are still available separstely.
Another  chapter,which looks  on the football terraces.Siva- cost is £3 pounds for ten issues. Please remember that
at the strike by the mainly nendan shows how that rac- ing & paper is 8 very uneconomic business snd we
Asian  warkforce,at the Ismis part and parcel always very grateful donations, and especinlly
Grunwick film  processing of all the Institutions of Ny 2

to anyone whe can take extra coples to sell.

plant in 1977,shows how rac- the modern state. e

ot B 5 o O ism operates in the trade
) PHOLIOCT « S, r—— union movement, A Different Hunger by A. Pg tbf?xld1 58
Other parts of the book Sivanandan,Published by Pluto .
THE FOOD OF THE REVOLUTION W 4 WA Bt i SRt a

Herts



ANTI FASCIST ACTION

In July of this yearsome 250 people attended & conference
held at the Conway Hall in London.The conference had been
organised by a number of groups involved in anti racist

and antl fasclst activity,with the aim of trying to begin,to

rebuild the sort of united anti fascist movement that hed been

missing since the demise of the Anti Nazi League.The growing

need for such a movement,was & point stressed by several
speakers,especially In a situstion such as today,when we are
witnessing an ever Increasing level of racial harsssment and
attacks,including firebombings which have killed people.These
attacks are certainly inspired by,and quite possibly the active
work of supporters of the fascist movement in this country.

At the end of the meeting
it was agreed by mostof
those present that there did
seem to be some basis for
future unity,and the follow-
ing resolution was put to,end
accepted by the conference.

"This conference sees the
need to build an Anti Fas-
cist Front,of groups willing
to combat fascist activity in
this country.We see the
need to oppose racism,and
fascism,physically on the
streets,and  idealogically.We
support the right of ethnic
minority groups,end groups
under threat,to organise for
their physical sell defence,
and see the need for usto
organise in their support.This
grouping should be organised
on non-sectarian and demo-
cratic lines,with equal repre-

sentation for @all groups
involved"”,
The next step taken was

to organise a smaller meet-
ing consisting of two repre-
sentitives from each group to
discuss and plan for the fu-
ture development of the
grouping, This "delegate meet-
ing" decided that the group-
ing would be called "Anti
Fascist Action™.lt also decid-
ed to elect a smaller "steer-

ing committee” of eight
people,to  deal with the
day to day rumning of the
group.

Since then Anti Fascist
Action has organised it's
first political mobilisation.
This was on the 10th Nov-
ember and was a counter
demonstration to the Nation-
al  Front's Rememberance
Day march from Bressendon
Place in Victoria,to the Cen-
otaph.lt was decided that the
AFA  demonstration  would
rally in Bressendon Place the
same place where the Front
were intending to gather but
some time before them,The
intention wias to at warst,
disrupt their plans a bit and
at  best,perhaps even stop
them marching.As the AFA
meeting place and time “ad
been publicly advertised,a
number of stewards met ear-
lier,and travelled to Bressen
don Place together to ensure
that there was sufficiem
numbers to repel any possi
ble attack.

The wisdom of this move
was soon proved,Shortly after
they arrived,a group of, ‘as
cists who had guite obvious
ly planned to stage some
sort of attack,appeared at.the
end of the road.Probably
noticing  that there were
police present,they  then
pproached the anti fascists,

USED AND
ABUSED

t you have to spy

Dout t British astab-

lishment,and that is they certainly love a hero,The latest recip-
lent of the star treatment,is former Private David Jones,He is
the soldier who survived a terrible burning,during the bombing
of the "Sir Galahad" during the Falkland's war.Now upteen
operations later and still hideously scarredhe has fought his
way back to a level of fitness,and in recognition of his tenaci-
ty,he was recently named as one of Britain's seven "Men of the

Year”,

As you would expect tne
press had a field dsy with
this story,and he was very
soon featured in all of the
papers,with guest appearen-
ces on TV programmes

such as "Wogen"™ soon 1o
follow,

At the same time there was
another  story  concerning

wounded soldiers, which didn't
recieve quite the same level
of publicity.This one concer-
ned some of the Royal Green
Jackets,who were wounded
and crippled in an IRA bomh

blast in Hyde Park four
years ago.
CELEBRATIES
At that time these men

were also celebraties, with all
of the usual tributes to their
bravery,and even a personal
visit while in hospital from
Margaret  Thatcher.However
the reason that they are
in the news this rtime,is
because they are complain-
that they haven't been recei-
ving disablement benefits due
to them,

in fact this story tells us
much about true attitude
of Thatcher and her friends
towards those that they send
to do their dirty work for
them.Glowing praise
newspapers,and  hospital bed-
side wvisits may be all very
well as far keeping up *he
public Image and recruitment
figures goes,but In reality
they are nothing but the
hasest hypocrisy.The concern
of Thatcher and her friends
for their minions ,extends
only as far as to how they
can best use them to attein
their political ends,

Over 200 servicemen's
lives could have been saved,
and numerous injuries avol-
ded,if the government had
negotiated the  settlement

in the ¥

that was a distiner possibili-
ty before the sinking of the
Argentinian ship "Belgrano”.

But  Thatcher and her
friends were determined to
force an armed settlement
because they wanted 1o
bask in the reflected glory
of armed conquest,Safely
back in England 6,000 miles
away from the blood and fire
Thatcher preened herself and
Sun  Journslists in comfort
able offices wrote their
bloodthirsty  editorials while
young working class men
were being blown to bits to
boost their egos.

In  reality, Thatcher  and
her kind care no more ahout
the fate of their lackeys
than we do.They are nothing
more than  tools,usefull bits
of machinery,used while
useful,and then thrown away
when broken or worn out,

THE TRAGEDY IS THAT
SO MANY WORKING CLASS
KIDS FALL FOR I

but stopped a few veuds /
away and just stood there ~

uttering threasts,The police
moved them onThe view
of the AFA stewards was

that our first sim should be
1o remain occupying the area
in which the Front had de-
clared their Intention to
assemble, As the day woreon
it became quite clear that
we could hope to do lictle
more than thet.The AFA turn
out of sbout three hundred,
while quite good for a first
mobilisation was still dwar-
fed by the suprisingly high
Front  turn-out,variously re-
ported as  being between
twelve and fifteen hundred.
More than enough,

FUTURE

n  decision taken by the
steering  commitee,and supp-
orted by a delegate meeting
to  refuse the affiliation of

As far as the future.of
Anti  Fascist  Action s
concerned, it does appear

that the potential to begin  One  particular  group.The
to rebuild a broad based,anti  reasons given for this were
fascist movement does.exist, COrtain  allegations against
The amount of interest 'his  group.We consider,that
and response from groups,all (1) these allegations are
sround the countfy hasbeen ' unproved,and therefore
suprisingly high,end has cover. 't Wis wrong to take any
ea all ndes of left wing 8ction on the basis of them

opinion.One of the most and (2) neither the steering,
encouraging  things abour "' the delegate meeting
the Bressendon Place mobili- '€ empowered by the,con-
sation,was the number of (2reNCeto act ln this way,
different and diverse politi-
cal  groupings that were
Involved,always a heaithy sign

That is not to say that
there are no potential diffi
culties ahead.The bringing
together under one umbrella
of groups from different
political backgrounds is,never
a simple task.There has been
one decision taken that
we in Red Action stongly
disagree with,and that was

NO
FREE STATE

Without doubt,one of the most courageous and inspiring stor
les of 1985,has been the series of uprisings by black Alrican
people,against the racist government of South Afri a,and the
Apartheid system that it operates,Daily,until the banning,of ,the
international press from the area of trouble,our television
screens were filled with pictures of unarmed black people,many
of them no more then school children,defiantly fighting back
in any way that they can,against one if the most heavily, armed
and brutal state forces in the worldIt (s a struggle thut, has
seen hundreds of them killed,and many more imprisoned,

IMPORTENT

We believe that it is very
importent  for  the healthy
future  development  of Amd
Fascist  Action,that a full
conference s called as spon
a8  possible,t
verse this decisionand to Je
fine more clearly the powers
of the representitive bodies,

hopefully re

REPRESSION

Even faced with all of these disadvantages,the farce of the
rebellion has been such as to shake the stability of the South
African state to the very core.Faced with this,the S.A. govern-
ment has responded with the only methods it understands.Pru
tality and repression,followed by more brutality and repression,
Some of the powers given to the police under the state of
emergency declared In October,seem scarcely believable, One
section gives them the power (o arrest anyone at any time
whether they have commited any offence or not.Another states
that no policeman con be brought to trial for am alleged of
ence against & black person,This is quite simply a licence for
the police to kill with impunity,and they have not been siow to
take advantage of i,

In the face of this blatent suppression of even the most ele
mentary human and civil rights,other Western governments of a
supposedly more "liberal® naturehave been forced to come out
with strong condempations of the S.Aflrican government,in all
of these countries,there have been strong calls for economic
sanctions to be imposed,

The British government hus strongly resisted this call,San
tions they argue,will in fact harm black people more than they
help them,by hitting the firms that employ them.They also
argue that the imposition of sanctions would stiffen the resist
ance of the S.African governmenmt 1o reforms,

The most simple answer to question of who would suffer by
sanctions is to look at S.Africa,and see who It is,who are sctu
ally calling for them.t is of course the black people them
selves, They are quite aware that the limited hardship that some
of them might suffer as a result of sanctions,counts for noth-
g when measured against the oversll suffering of black people
caused by the Apartheid system,and they will support anything
and they will support any thing that attacks |t

INVESTMENTS

In fact the sanctions that are being asked for are very limi
ted ones and would not have a massive effect on the S.African
economy,but the British government v still unwilling to apply
them,The reason is not very difficult to find.Britain has 11
billion pounds invested in S.Africa and annual exports there
total £ 1.2 billion.There are 250,000 jobs riding on these invest
ments,and there are 300,000 potential immigrants,entitled 1o
enter Britain if the regime there is toppledJt is this which
makes  Thatcher so desperate 1o overstate any reforms in
S.Africa,and to join in with Botha in calling for the preserva-
tion of law and order.Becsuse the British government too.are
terrified of the forces by  which Apartheid is being made
to crack,

NATIONAL
MEETING

On Saturday the 2nd of November,a Red ton national meet-
ing was held in London.National meetings are where we try and
bring toget all of our members and supporters from around
country,to uss Red Action's development and progress and
to make® the decisions that will affect it's political direction
and future,

The meeting was not as o0 that the paper was now
well ottended as we might Deing sold in over thirty diff-
have hoped and was notice- ©rent towns and cities.This
ably composed mostly of Wwos welcomed as s signoof

good progress.The meeting was
given & report of the

those from the Southeast and

London, However  this  was Al%0
developments that should ena-

was probably more the fault
of ourselves than those ble us to launch Red .‘\I'tlluﬂ
absent.We agreed that §n 9% a monthly publication,This

future we would need 1obe Woas also seen o8 & welcome

better  organised snd make Ond necessary step foward,
sure thot all members and

supporters  everywhere were T'he content and style
kept fully informed of gl o©f the paper was then dis
arangements in good enough Oussed.Several speakers ransed
time to ensure their attend the point thut Red Action had
ance. managed 1o establish a unique

stvle of writing,that managed
Lo combine political integrity

DISC USSION with  humour and honesty
without  Decoming  sensation
alim  or patronising,a  fate

I'he early part of the meot that so often befalls left wing
concentrated on  discussing publications. |t was  strongly
the political  situation today stressed that this is something
and how a group such 8% (hat Wi must Lrive o

Red Action could best relate maintain ot al

to A view put foward and
unopposed was that we are now On that point 1} morning
In a period where as the poli sessinn Wis concluded, The
tical weaknesses of the larger afterncon session opened by.a
more  established far  lef guest speaker from ;'.1 Laings
groups  become more and o ot strike cummites who
Mmore ~ spoarent,more  Small' 614 s the ‘story of thetr dis
"splinter” groups such as Red pute. A tollegtion wxs  xhad
Action will be appearing. At held for the strikers,
least three such groups huve Followifit this the meeting
formed in the last two ot went oy to discuss Antt Fas
three  years,n  this  sitwation
cist Actiomon which a report
the  speaker  maintained,the S AN R
appears elswher i 15 papetr
most  Iimportant thing was t This was then followed by the
strive 1t iry and achieve uni election or re-election of all
ty i asctionThe emergence Red A tion officers,
of Antl Fascist Action was
given @& an  example ol
what could be achieved by EXPERIENCT
this form aof activity,
Ihe next issue discussed ! )
was Red Action's own devel : The general feeling we
that the meeting had been

opment, |t wis fencrally
accepted that Red Action had
now reached a stage where we
should be looking to build
groups of members and supp-
orters all around the country,
One speaker pointed out that
it was time that we delined
and articulated our own polt

a very worthwhile excercise.
Although,as already stated,the
attendonce  was  possibly o bit
might  have
been,it was gond to

lower than It
WA W
faces from the Lancester and
Nottimgham areas, the tatter
of which have now formed
1 new Red Action branch. The

tical positions much  mor I i :
. " evel noli i 5% trow o
clearly. This would grealy help " W IPRIIICRST REpETIan
: evident was noticeably higher
us develop more widely, The ol ;
. an i previougs mes ang
meeting  agreed  that  we 1" p ”["I' s
15 abviously he reward fo
would publish o pamphlet entl- h ; :‘: | L RS
. LI ¢ ] ' L}
ted “The Politics of Red g A e
Action™ as soon as |,'1|-‘-'-t|:|'_'. 1Y) years, Ine jevel contl
dence  was also  high ond thi
Moving into disussion on Red coupled  with the recent. be
Action's newspaper,the  view hind the scenes development
was put foward that while the would WIE e sl thint i
AClor have '

appearance of a pamphlet was

a welcome step foward the [0 View the fulur nAm
mismJAA  full repo
main  means of building Red SOR ; I
mecting wil
Action  nationally  would still
to all members an ppeor e
be the newspsper.The nation : ; i
m the next |ssus

al hewspaper organiser

e por

Action newsletter,)

BARCLAYS BAMK (NE OF SOUTH AFRICA'S BIGGEST INVESTORS

s
We might not be able 1o watch it on the telly,but the mass
struggle against tyronny and racism in S, Africa is unstoppable
and will deliver victory sooner or later.When it does.it will
have little to do with the sanctions of western Rovernments
il everything to do with the revolutionary struggle of hlack

Alrican  revolutionaries
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The shock umor‘mmdm the allegations.of
torture by the defendamts in the recent Spy Trial deserves
closer examination.Typical of the reaction was the pious Guar-
dion aditorial which snguished over "extremely disquieting
detalls” sbout the trestment of the accused and the reasons
for them signing confessions.Just what we would expect

from the fair minded liberal Guardian But somewhat different

from their resction to allegations of similar treatment being
dished out by the British Army to suspects in Ireland back |n
197).The Guardian editorial then proclaimed that “vigorous.and
tough interrogation must go on...Discomfort of the kind recall-
ed in the reportleaving no physical damagecannot be mea-
wummmdummmluwum
security forces do not get & continuing flow of information.
Some of the victims of this "vigorous and tough interror-
lwu'molvho-mmu.mﬂcudnluy
offence,were left with permanent physical damage,and by 1978
thmhﬂhﬁtomywwtvohm:w
pounds In compensation to fourteen of them.

e

*'m not really a political advisor,any government that relied
on me for political advice would not be in power for long".
A quote in 1982 from Lord Young,recently appointed Employ
ment Secretary.Let's hope that it's a self fulfilling prophecy.

Insurance compenies,most of whom make five figure dona-
tions to the Tories are among those who stand to gain most
from the government's plans to abolish the State Earnings
Related Pension Scheme.The day that the green paper on
this issue wa published,insurance company shares rose sharp-
ly on the Stock ExchangeMind you that's probably just
coincidence.

Gareth Plerce a solicitor who represented some of the miners
cleared of riot charges arising from incidents during the strike
recently claimed in a national newspaper,that film taken at
the "Battle of Orgreave" and seen by millions on the news had
been tampered with before it was shown.She claimed that film
of miners stoning police who were charging them on horseback
had been shown in reverse order to make it appear that the
miners were the sggressors,thus justifying the police "retalie-
tion™.Is this what they mean by editorial freedom.

The Health Minister Mr Kenneth Clarke was recently booed

off of the stage during the World Congress of Mental Health

when he very unthinkingly reffered to @ constant heckier
T "

RED ACTION

IN ACTION

Red Action played a full role in helping to organise the Antl
Fascist conference in London,which laid the foundation for the
formation of Anti Fascist Actionin response to information
received that the fascists were mobilising in order to try and
smash the conference,a large stewarding operation was organ-
ised in which Red Action was well representediin the event
their services were not required as the 30 of so that the fas
cists managed to mobilise were stopped by the police from
getting near the hall,which in view of the highly successful
turnout there was probably very fortunate for them, Thus
deterred,about half of the fascists made their way fo Kings
Cross Station where they hoped to pick off a group that
they knew would be returning from the conference in that
direction.Unfortunately for them our information was agein in
fromt of them.and they suddenly found themselves confronted
by & group of antl fascists three or four times their number,
Faced with this situation,they not suprisingly made a very
quick retreat,

Red Action members in London organised a benefit gig to raise
money for the National Orgaenisation of Miners in Prison and
supporters.This is an orgenisation founded 1o campaign on be
half,and care for the interests of all the miners who are now
in prison as a result of the strike.Not suprisingly,they have
received little publicity or support from the higher echelons
of the Labour movement.The glg featuring the Neurotics was
a great success over two hundred pounds being raised after
expenses.The address of N.OM.P.AS.s § Caledonian Road,
Kings Cross,London NI SDX.

A socisl held in the "Chieften® pub in Welwyn Garden city
raised over three hundred pounds for Red Action funds.Our
warmest thanks to all those who attended a very enjoyable
evening,with special thanks to the “ferrets” who organised,the
whole thing.Nice one.

Red Action members and supporters travelled to Kemt to
attend & bank holiday festival organised by the Kent area
NUM,under the title "Mines not missilesThis was only the
second year that this event had been organised,and if it
continues it may well become one of the more enjoyable poli-
tical events in this country.

Red Action members and supporters travelled to Belfast to
participate in the snnual anti internment commemeration. This
is a large republican demonstration held every year,on the
anniversary of the night in 1971, when British troops descen-
ded upon nationalist areas in Belfast and Derry,arrested 342
men and held them for months without charge or trial As
always the trip was an enjoyable and eye-opening experience,
Our warmest thanks to the members of the Irish Republican
Soclalist Party for their hospitality.

A recent suggestion by educstion "mandarins” that it might be
8 good idea If the school leaving nge wes o wered. from six-
teen to fourteen was quickly drop;~d.However it serves as a
good indication of the way in which they are currently thimk-
ing.Witness this quote from a similar source, "There hasto
be selection because we sre beginning to create aspirations
which society cammot match....if we o highly educated
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known for his opinion that immigrants are responsible for all
of Britain's problems and thet the solution is to repatriate
them all to their "countries of origin".! wonder does this mean
that he would be prepared to endorse a similar solution to the
problems of his own constituency 7

The who know about these things have sent in a report
mm Confrontation” at 8 market in North London

Apparently a group of anti fascists local to the area came
across » member of the National Fromt directorate who was
conducting @ street paper sale with a dozen others,mostly
skinheads.He asked the price of the paper."15p" came the,trem-
elous reply.He then enquired sbout a back issue,which reputedly
contained "hurtful and disparaging” remarks about & certain
political organisation.The fascist merely twitched and sgain
croaked "15".However this novel low key approsch couid not
last and sure enough the Inevitable fraces ensued,only to,be
prematurely terminated,by the impending wrrival of the federa-
les.Next time though no more Mr Nice Guy.

A recent "Warld in Action” programme on [TV raised some
grave doubts sbout the evidence used to convict six supposed
“IRA" men,for the Birmingham pub bombings in 1975.The pro-
gramme showed how forensic tests used to prove that the men
had handled explosives could have achieve exactly the same
results if they had handled perfectly innocent substances.lt
also offered strong evidence to show that statements made by
the men,which along with the tests formed the basis of
the case against them,had been extracted by police brutality,

These revelations will come
as no suprise to anyone who
has teken any interest in
Irish affairs in recent years,
In this,the IRA have repeat-
edly stated that not only the
Birminghem six,but also ele-
ven other people convicted
of "IRA" offences,are totally
innocent and have no conne-
tion at all with the IRA,
These include the four peo-
ple convicted for the bomb-
ing of the Hare and Hounds

the same way as the Birm-
ingham six by dublous forer-
sic evidence.n the case
of the Maguire family this
was made even more bizzare
by the fact that the “expert
who conducted the test had
no previous experience in this
field,and that he destroyed
the evidence  afterwards
thereby stopping  anyone
else from being able to test
his results and conclusions.

pub in Gulldford and sisothe [0V _ members of the

Hagis Tameho slepey MO 4 Y N0

ly ran a bomb factory
in their home, years inprisonment,

These statements should In the case of the Guild-
not be taken lightly.The IRA  ford pub bombing the Injust-
gre well sware that as a ice was made even maore
guerilla army they ere entir-  blatant by the fact that ano-
ely dependent for their survi ther group of people the

val on the trust and support IRA unit ceptured in the

of the community from Balcombe Street siege,
which they come.n order gave an account of the,oper-
to maintain this trust they ation detalled enough to

prove their involvement,

All of these people were
victims.Victims of the hyst-
eria which the IRA's cam-

have to be honest at all
times, aven Hdlﬂllllnﬂ actions
that might bring discredit to
them.In this way they know
that people will believe them

paigns causedand of the

when they deny those things  desperation of the legal
which are attributed to *hem system to find any conven-
but which they are not.re jent scapegoat to blame
sponsibie for, for them.Their  continued
For this reasonit Is presence in jall is & daily
extremely  unitkely that they testimony to the injustice

would lie about the inno-
cence of these people.Some
of them were convicted. in

of the supposedly wonderful
Britsh legal system.

Riding on the crest of the antl commie anti foreigner wave
tapped by the success of Rambo,Sylvester Stalione's opponent
in Rocky 4 is not suprisingly a Russian.The belated patriotic
mumbling of Stallone is a bit hiird to swallow when

3
:

ly,to spend his time teaching in & private
zerland.By the way,when you saw the first extreme close up
of Rambo's olled and pulssting arm what did you think
it was.] was wrong as well,but it still seems an

description of the star of the movie.

In 1979 Mergaret Thatcher succeeded in giving 8 Iot w
the impression that she Intended cutting taxes and WS
one of the main reasons why she was elected.However,accord-
ing to the latest calculations of the Institute of Fiscal (money
to you and me) studies,only 6% of the population sre actually
better off as a result of tax and benefit changes,and they tend
to be those who were richest to start with.87% sre undeniably

worse off.The reality of the T t licy,is that it
that the rich work ru?der if t?gy ::ep:ud’ u:ore.hut th.:ﬂ;:

work harder il they are paid less,

RED ACTION

Bied Action in s orgessiation lowaded (6 work lowards the cadiag of the caplisiss o) uem of
. and the euisblishameat of @ socistivi ose

CAPITALISM: The working cisss form the overvholmiosg majority of weiety. They preduer
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