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President Names Tories
To Administer Recovery

Act; Liberals to “Advise”

Reorganization of NRA Seen as Move to the Right;
Forced to Act, Roosevelt Attempts to Keassure
Both Labor and Bosses; Johnson Out.

By JOHN L. BROWN

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The NRA
shake-up 1s practically over. John-
son is out. The President has
again emerged as the master poli-
tician. Perhaps no man in the
White House in recent times could
have duplicated his fincsse in wav-
ing the political wand to tk~ left
and the right, to the workers and
the bosses, bringing to the top
of NRA a board of liberals to
make policies and a board of no-
torious reactionaries directly linked
to big business to enforce them.

The reorganization practically
completed, the President turned to
the nation in his radio address on
the progress of recovery and pro-
posed a “truce” in industrial war-
fare,

Had To Act

That the administration could
not defer action much longer with-
out a complete demoralization of
its personnel was generally known,
There was a feeling that the lib-
eral New Deal members were los-
ing their grip.

The accelerated and concerted
drive of the big employers against
section 7a had tangled NRA into
a mess that had to be gotten out
of some how. With General John-
son cracking down to no effect, the
industrialists openly getting pret-
ty imuch what they wanted through
still-born labor board decisions,
revised codes and company unions,
the recovery program had reached
an impasse.

All the liberals and even the
President himself, it is said, were
beginning to slip a little.

Snail-Like Progress

In the face of the snail-like pro-
gress of the recovery program, the
conservative stand of the national
labor heads, the onslaught of big
business and the standing army of
13,000,000 unemployed, the origin-
al belief that industry and finance
would cooperate by adopting fair
practices which would result in
large scale re-employment and an
Y{juitable distribution of buying
power has undoubtedly suffered a
set-back. A fresh start had become
imperative.

Viewed in this light, the reor-
ganization of NRA and the Presi-
dent’s truce proposal are moves to
the right which will give the ad-
ministration a breathing spell.

End Of Johnson

General Johnson had to go. The
one-man crusade to codify and
stamp industry with the Blue
Eagle did what he predicted it
would do—it finally got him.

The Genera! was a colorful, me-
teoric figure, Long before the
NRA was born the General and
his friend, Bernard M. Baruch of
Wall Street were working out the
plan for it. He sold many of the
ideas to the President and early
in the Spring of 1938 he moved
into offices in Washington. He put
on a terrific whirlwind show, but
in the end he gave the employers
the concessions they asked for,
and his lack of policy came to be
regarded as a joke.

Blustering across the country,
vowing economic death to all chis-
elers and slackers, the General
“cussed” out the big steel and coal

barons and “cracked down” on
Henry Ford. It was said he kept
the telephone wires hot. But the
cool-headed industrialists let him
talk. And when the showdown
came they asked for the code pro-
visions they wanted and got them.

The upshot of these recurring
burlesques was that the original
usefulness of Johnson in whipping
up public interest was lost, and
the joke of the General became a
thorn that had to be pulled out if
confidence in NRA was not to suf-
fer a further collapse.

NRA’s New Face

At presert, the changed face of
the NRA consists in:

(1) The National Iudustrial Re-
covery Board of five members, in-
cluding Clay Williams, chairman,
A.D. Whiteside, Sidney Hillman,
Leon C. Marshall and Walton
Hamilton. A more reactionary
board, with the exception of Hill-
mzan, who as president of the

(Continued on Page 6)

Branch Maps Plans
For NewYork Work,
Views CLA Merger

NEW YORK.—As part of the
party-wide campaign initiated by
the recent Active Workers Con-
ference, the New York Branch
held an all-day membership meet-
ing on September 23 to map its
activities for the coming year. The
agenda embraced every phase of
party work,

Chairman Muste, reporting on
the Active Workers Conference,
emphasized party building. At the
Pittsburgh conference this prob-
lem had been the chief concern.
Muste declared that since the A.
W. P. convention last year the
political level of the party had ad-
vanced with giant strides.

Discuss Merger

On the question of unity with
the Communist League of Amer-
ica, Comrade Hook gave a full re-
port of the negotiations. Making a
detailed analysis of the practical
and theoretical problems involved,
he concluded that merger would
give impetus to the formation of
the new revolutionary party in
Amc:ica. The practical steps to
be taken towards organic unity
were discussed by the Branch.

In the afternoon session the more
immediate job of branch building
was discussed. The set-up of the
branch adopted includes the fol-
lowing committees: Membership,
Educational, Propaganda and Po-
litical ~Agitation, Student and
Yeuth, Entertainment, Industrial
Work.

Comrade Carlson outlined the
educational program, explaining
the 8-weeks training course for
party members. Also, he gave-the
tentative plan for the week-end in-
stitutes which' will begin at the
Broadway Central Hotel on Satur-
day, October 27, on the “Coming
American Revolution.”
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Coming Revolution
Topic of Institute
Opening Oct. 27th

NEW YORK.-—“The Crisis of
the American Dream” and “The
Power Battlefront” will be dis-
cussed by many noted speakers at
the Broadway Central Hetel in New
York beginning Saturday, October
27, in a series of two pre-election
week-end institutes on “The Com-
ing American Revolution.”

The speakers, among others, will
be A. J. Muste, Max Eastman, J.
B. S. Hardman, Sidney Hook, Oliv-
er Carlson, V. F. Calverton, James
Burnham, Ernest Sutherland
Bates, Ludwig Lore, Louis Budenz.

Following the sessions on Satur-
day and Sunday afternoons and
evenings, October 27-28, the second
institute will be held on Saturday
and Sunday, November 3-4.

Speakers on the first day, at
2:30 P. M. will deal with “The
Crisis of the American Dream—
evaluation in the light of the past,
and evaluations in the light of
reality.”

Tickets for the institutes have
been placed on sale at the New
York office of the American Work-
ers Party, 112 East 19th Street.

Sell-Out Ends
Miners’ Fight
Against UMW

Left Wingers Defeated
Once More in Battle
Against Lewisism

(Special to Labor Action)

WILKES-BARRE, Pa.—The an-
thracite miners of the Scranton
district have lost again in the in-
trigue of Cappellini and Maloney
~—Cappellini to get out of jail and
Maloney to wriggle out of the
fact that he has been paid secretly
$50.00 per week from the Anthra-
cite Conciliation Board which has
been ‘““deciding” jurisdictional dis-
putes between Maloney’s and Cap-
pellini’s United Anthracite Miners
Union and Lewis’s and Boylan’s
United Mine Workers.

Cappellini from his jail cell is-
sued a statement urging the mem-
bers of the United union to go
back to the A. F. of L. and “stop
kidding themselves.” Maloney’s in-
dignant counter-statement urging
the miners to stand by the United
Anthracite Miners lost weight
when it was disclosed that he has
been  receiving $50.00 per week
from the board which has been
consistently deciding against his
own membership.

Cappellini further proposed that

conciliation be effected by the
same Anthracite Conciliation
Board which has been paying

Maloney, and that the truce be
named after and blessed by Father
Curran.

Against Lewis Not Enough

The debacle in this field reflects
again the essential weakness of
the fight against Lewisism, evident
in every fight of the miners
against the bureaucracy of the
UMW where there has been no
realistic left wing.

Rallying around the hatred of
Lewis and his methods the miners
have time after time found them-
selves delivered back to Lewis by
leaders no better than John L. Be-
cause the fight has centered ex-
clusively around opposition to the
Lewis machine and not on prin-
ciple, the way has always been
wide open for those who would
displace Lewis only to enrich them-
selves. This leads to the usual

(Continued on Page 3)
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A.F.ofL. Torn by Fight

Over Industrial Uniens;
Issue Forced into Open

1934 Convention Puts Federation Chair-Warmers
on Spot as Building Trades Union Quarrel
Drives Red Baiting from Limelight

SAN FRANCISCO. — Several
hundred delegates descended on
San Francisco last week for the
regular annual convention of the
American Federation of Labor.
Here in the city in which a Gen-
eral Strike paralyzed all indus-
trial activity; where the citadels
of American capitalism received a
heavy blow, the representatives of
several million organized workers
gathered to deal with the future,
some of them to point out new
paths, the great majority to resist
change and to kill the develop-
ment of a fighting movement.

It has been many years since
conventions of the American Fede-
ration of Labor commanded the
serious attention of the organizea
workers. Before the war when the
Socialists carried on opposition
work, the annual conclaves were
genuine forums for discussion of
the issues facing the labor move-
ment. In the post-war period how-
ever the Socialist-Party tried to

Muste and Cannon
Urge Militant Bloc
For Silk Workers

PATERSON, N. J.—Over .500'
silk workers turned out to hear
A. J. Muste of the American
Workers Party and James P. Can-
non of the Communist League of
America speak on the next steps
for the textile workers in a meet-
ing called under auspices of both
organizations. The meeting was
the result of successful, continuing
cooperation between members of
the C.L.A. and the A.W.P. in the
American  Federation of Silk
Workers in building the United
Silk Workers Club together with
other militants.

Comrade Muste analyzed the
strike movement and the result of
the settlement, pointing to the
need for a national silk workers
opposition movement and for the
formation of an effective revolu-
tionary party to give guidance to
such a development. The need
for a rallying of the militants was
also stressed by Comrade Cannon
who showed the futility of the
tactics of the Communists in the
textiles and the ruinous effect of
their general trade union policy.

Comedy relief for the evening
was furnished by about 25 Com-
munist Party members and sym-
pathizers who attempted, through
shouting and yelling, to disrupt
the meeting. They met with no
success, and only alienated the
large crowd which filled Oakley’s
Hall.

MORGAN LIVES HERE
GLEN COVE, NEW YORK-—
The eity of millonaires and pau-
pers, this is Glen Cove, for its size
the wealthiest city in the world

J. P. Morgan lives here.

Maybe that accounts for the fact
that Glen Cove has another dis-
tinction—ounc-third of the popula-
tion is on relief, more than in any
other city in the State.

s s ruL»:w D PG AR M o

curry favor with the union official-
dom. The Communist Party form-
ed out of a split in the S.P. soon
turned to a stupid and disruptive
dual-union poliey.

Aided by the bankruptcy of the
progressive and radical forees and
by the period of the two car
garage the established officialdom
rode high. The conventions became
meaningless gatherings at which
the reactionary labor skates form-
ed happy alhances with militar-
istic jingoes and corrupt politie-
ians. Differences between the pie
card sharks were ironed out behind
the scenes and the serious busi-
ness of almost every convention
became a lynching bee of progres-
sive or radical groups or persons
who had incurred the displeasure
of the lords of labor. Such per-
sons as Sherwood Eddy, William
F. Dunne, A. J. Muste and John
Dewey were victims. Real issues
never arose to trouble the placia
convention air.

Tide Shifts

In 1931 the tide began to shift.
The convention that opened last
week in San Francisco definitely
marks a new state of things. The
issues cannot be downed or evaded
entirely. The inner family itself
is torn by dissension and bicker-
ing. Even the labor lords sitting on
the lid of the caldron of the labor
movement  could not entirely
ignore the furious boiling under-
neath which was making their
seats uncomfortably warm.

It has been impossible for the
executive council to patch up the
fight of the Building Trades De-
partment aga‘nst the unions of
carpenters, bricklayers and electric-
al workers, Based on the perennial
scrap over jurisdictional claims,
the Building Trades Department
accuses the three powerful unions
which it has refused to admit to
its ranks of padding membership
figures, of refusing to abide by
the decisions of the Department in
Jurisdiction cases and of conspiring
to take over the administration.
This quarrel thrown on their own
doorstep may put a serious crimp
into the plans of the Federation
chiefs to stage a gaudy red her-
ring hunt at this convention, If
they cannot patch up their own
quarrels it is unlikely that much
energy will be left over for the
bolshevik menace.

The Federal Unions

No one knows as yet how the
strength of the Federal Unions
will affect this gathering. Most of
them are known to be sore at the
fence-sitting policy of the Federa-
tion on the question of industrial
unionism. The debate and the vote
on this matter will be one of the
high spots.

Last year the industrial union
forces were defeated by a sub-
stantial majority. Since then they
have won strength and additional
adherents, The needle trades
unions, the organizations in coal,
steel, textiles have won thousands
of members and consequently
votes. Daniel Tobin of the team-
sters union, last year a determined
opponent of industrial unionism is

(Continued on Page 6)
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Leagues Will Smash Proclamation Limiting Picketin

Mass Meetings Protest Terror
On Labor in Strike Aftermath

Lehigh Couniy Workers’ Organizations Join Broad
United Front; Leaguemen Save Family in
Eviction, Force Sheriff To Act

(By Special Correspondent)
4 Allentown, Pa.

The Lehigh County Unemployed
League has called a mass meeting
to protest the reign of terror insti-
tuted against the workers of Al-
lentown as an aftermath of the tex.
tile strike. During that struggle,
Mayor Lewis of Allentown, carry-
ing out the request of the local
Chamber of Commerce, issued a
proclamation limiting pickets to 10
at a mill with the further restric-
tion that these pickets must be
workers from that mill. This ar-
bitrary ruling has been rigidly en-
forced not only against the textile
workers but against all other work.
ers on strike. As a result five
men were arrested three of whom
were sentenced to 156 days in jail
for distributing leaflets at a meet-
ing of silk workers urging them to
reject the settlement ordered by
Gorman and to continue the strike
until their demands are met,

When a committee of 12 carry-
ing out the vote of a mass meet-
ing of 2000 workers, called upon
Mayor Lewis to demand the release
of the five workers and to protest
against the Mayor’s strike break-
ing activities, he refused to see
the committee and ordered armed
police to eject the commitiee mem-
bers from city hall,

Another mass meeting has been
called for this week (Oct. 1) by a
joint committee called the “Com-
mittee for the Defense of Work-
ers Right” and representing the
Lehigh County Unemployed
League, the American Workers
Party, Unemployed Citizens League
of Bethlehem, the Communist Par-
ty of Lehigh County, the Socialist
Party of Bethlehem, International
Labor Defense, International
Workers Order, International Pock-
etbook Workers Unior, Woodwork-
ers Union, Nature Friends, Amer-
ican Federation of Silk Workers,
Amal. Assn. of Iron, Steel and Tin
Workers and the Rey. Paul Cotton,
who was recently ousted from his
pulpit by the South Side Presby-
terian Church of Bethlehem, for
openly expressing sympathy with
the textile workers.

. - .

The following is part of an open
letter sent to the Mayor of Allen-
town by the Lehigh County Un-
employed League:

“We sincerely believe this pro-
clamation is an abrogation of our
democratic rights . . . and contra-
venes the spirit and letter of Sec-
tion 7a of the N.R.A,

“Furiiermore, we believe that
the spirit and intent of this arbi-
trary proclamation is another ex-
ample of an organized movement
to curtail the rights of all workers
to organize, to strike and to picket
effectively. . . .

she approached the Mayor for the
purpose of organizing a benefit
for the strikers was told by the
Mayor, “There is no strike in Beth-
lehem and there will be no tag day
for strikers, I am protecting silk
workers against strikers because
they are happy and it is my duty
to keep them happy.”

* * *

Due to the mass support by the
Unemployed League, Charles Jos-
eph and his family of nine childrey,
are now housed in suitable living
quarters instead of the vermin in-
fested hovel offered them by the
Poor Board. When called upon in
his capacity as deputy to aid in the
eviction of this family from their
original quarters, Luther Kline a
striking silk truck driver refused
to move the furniture.

A huge gang of official thugs
were on hand however to throw
out the unfortunate family, includ-
ing six cops, five deputies and two
city detectives. Windows were
smashed and the front door broken
in, but when the Sheriff saw the
huge crowd of unemployed inside
he quickly withdrew, threatening
to use tear gas and to call the
State Troopers. The unemployed
would not be intimidated and stood
their ground for six hours while
the Sheriff searched for a decent
house for the family.

Another case before the League
members is that of Joe Gardin
whose home in Pennsburg burned
down about a year ago. Although
the house was insured, the money
managed to find its way into the
hands of slick lawyers and the fam-
ily of ten was compelled to live in
a chicken coop. The dirt fioor is
covered with sawdust, the front
of the shack is open and an oil
burner heats the home in which
hay hangs from the loft and pigs
and chickens roam about.

The committee which investigat-
ed this family had to wade ankle
deep in mud to find eight child-
ren ranging in ages from 9 months
to 15 years, exposed to this mud
and filth,

Next door is the vacant brand
new house which Gardin obtained
a loan to build and which he is
not permitted to move into because
the mortgage holder threatens to

foreclose. The committee hopes
by mass pressure to obtain the
right for Gardin and his family to

move into the new home.

g, Mayor Is Told

And They Called the Strike Off!
Letter Says“Workers Stunned”

ROCKVILLE, CONN.—There is
a great feeling among the textile
workers in eastern Connecticut
that they have been “sold out”;
that they got nothing out of the
strike except a three weeks vaca-
tion without pay,

i have been going around nights
trying to hold the Locals in line
and keep them from breaking
away from the United 7extile
Workers union. There is a feeling
of betrayal, and a great mass of
the workers are discouraged, they
say we got the same dose of me-
dicine as the steel workrs,

There is a great deal of dis-
crimination. We have had several
cases in Rockville. We didn’t wait
for Gorman or any board to act;
we acted ourselves, we called a
one day strike, closing once again
every mill in Rockville. That's
what Gorman should have done
everywhere there was discrimina-
tion,

It’s the saine old game—rotten
leaders and staunch workers. if we
had stayed out 2 weeks longer we
would have knocked hell out of
them. The last three days of the
strike I covered eastern (- aecti-
cut at my own expense. Every-
where the lines were solid; no one
wanted to go back without some

kind of agreemnt. They said to do
50 would be suicide. We could have
stood two more weeks regardless
of what the union officials may
say.

I worked day and night for four
weeks at my own expense, now I
am broke. It was a great fight, a
wonderful spirit, and a doubtful
finish. Everywhere, everybody was
keyed up to go on fighting and
then came the bombshell—the
strike is called off! by Gorman
and the executive board of the
UTwW,

You should have been here,
everybody was stunned. This is
the God’s honest truth; no one
could believe it, no one wanted to
believe it. When Mr. Dunlap, one
of the executive board members,
reported here Sunday afternoon all
you could hear after the meeting
was “What did we get?” “Why
should we go back without a sign-
ed agreement?” “What the hell,
is it a sell out?”

Yet on Monday afternoon, in the
one-day strike in Rockville to force
the mills to take our people back,
the entire working force respond-
ed to a man. This was the spirit
in this entire eastern part of Con-
necticut—and they called the
strike off!

Rockvilie Textile Wo_ ker

Odom Sentenced to 10 Years;
Ritchie Trial Is Postponed

KOSCIUSKO, Miss. — Pearl
Odom, secretary .of the local Tex-
tile Workers Union, has been sen-
tenced to 10 years in prison. All
the time during the trial 45 Nation.
al Guardsmen were in the court
house and around the court house,
on all sides. The atmosphere in
the room was tense, believe me.

As you know, Odom and five
other textile strikers were arrested
and put in jail right at the height
of the strike. M. L, Ritchie, Pres-
ident of the Mississippi Federation
of Labor, was also picked up and
jailed. They charged the six strik-
ers with whipping and robbing a
mill guard, and they said Ritchie
had encouraged the workers to
blow up the mills!

Of course you are not expected
to believe all this stuff, for that’s
what it is, anything to get the
strike leaders in jail and break the
strike, that’s what we had to face

down here;

(By Special Correspondent)
Springfield, Il

“Therefore, with full knowledge
of the principles involved and the
possible consequences, we plan to
violate openly and publicly a pro-
clamation which in our opinion is
a suppressive and oppressive act
against all workers.”

LEHIGH COUNTY
UNEMPLOYED LEAGUE
* L L

In Bethlehem the striking silk
workers experienced the same ruth-
less suppression in this feudal do-
main of the Steel Trust as have
the steel workers in their strug-
gles, the Bethlehem Steel Company
gladly lending its private thugs
to enforce the proclamation by
Mayor Pfeifle, who is a stockhold-
er of the Sauquoit Silk Mills, limit-
ing pickets to four at a plant, and
placing 16 police at each mill to
“guard” the four pickets. The lo-
cal press consistently refused to
publish statements giving labor's

One hundred and sixty eight
delegates from 68 local, state and
national organizations represent-
ing 24 distinet organizations, as-
sembled at Elks Hall here Septem-
ber 15, in response to a call to ac-
tion issued by the cominittee for
the Restoration of Constitutional
Rights in Minois.

The cefense of the workers ar-
rested and held under bond at
Hillsboro, Belleville, Virden, and
other towns, under charges of

criminal syndicalism and inciting
to riot, was wholeheartedly pledged
by the conference. C. H. Mayer,
AWP member and codefendant
with A. J. Muzte and James Cross
in the Belleville, Illinois, case, re-
ported on the manner in which the
trio was arrested.

The conference which was fea-
tured by lively discussion, mostly
provoked by the representatives of
the Communist party, adopted mili-
tant resclutions against fascism,
for the repeal of the criminal syn-

side of the story and all halls were
closed to strike meetings, no street
or open air gatherings being per-l
mitted. ’

Miss Jule Lesniak of the Amal-
gamated Clothing Workers, when !

d'ealist laws, against forced work
relief, support the textile strike and
several other important resolutions
on kindred subjects.

By a vote or 58 to 47 the dele-
gates voted to support the Ameri-

24 (}roups Fight Hlinois Terror

can Congress Against War and
Fascism. Roger Baldwin, director
of the American Civil Liberties
Union, evidently saved the motion
from being defeated when he as-
serted that the congress was to be
a sincere united front of all foes of
war and fascism,

The conference decided, after a
nectic discussion, to send one dele-
gate to the congress. In the elec-
tion for a delegate Gerry Allard,
state chairman of the American
Workers Party, defeated Ralph
Shaw, district organizer of the
Communist Party, by a vote of 58
to 27.

Representatives were present
from the American Civil Liberties
Union, Communist Party, Ameri-
can Workers Party, Socialist Par-
ty, League for Industrial Democ-
racy, International Ladies’ Gar-
ment Workers Union, Progressive
Miners of America, Women’s Aux-
iliary, Illinois Workers Alliance,
International Workers Order, In-
ternational Labor Defense, Unem-
ployment Councils, Amalgamated
Clothing Workers of America, Hod
Carriers Union, Bricklayers Union,
Communist League of America,
and several other organizations,

Irene Allard, AWP member, was
chosen as the representative from

But they were afraid when it
came to trying Ritchie. Sentiment
of union labor ran so high as the
trial day aproached, it was rumor-
ed that thousands of workers were
preparing to march on Kosciusko,
and the trial was postponed until
March.

Ll ks »

I guess you have heard how the
mill owners and the governor used
the National Guard against the
workers in the strike. But there
is more to the story than that.
Some of the soldiers could not be
depended upon to shoot and the
authorities knew it!

For instance, in this town the
sheriff told reporters that Mayor
Kramer said that “the detachment
of National Guard on duty in Xos-
ciusko at the Aponaug Manufac-
turing plant would not shoot, but
would walk out on their officers
as they were in sympathy with
the strikers and the union men.”

And at Magnolia, where they had
the guardsmen sitting behind ma-
chine guns on top of the mills, one
of the guards got angry. He told
the gunners that if they began
shooting at the strikers he would
knock their brains out.

* % %

Now as to the CCC camps in
Mississippi, the mnen are becoming
very bitter at the captains and the
colonels and so on who boss them.
Over in LaRue, where CCC Camp
F-12 is located among the pine
forests, some fuol put a dynamite
bomb and a “last warning” in the
quarters of Chief Gaddy, who is
the Forestry Superintendent.

A week before, Gaddy had found
quinine in his food.

Evidently somebody doesn’t like
the old codger. He was a captain
in the World War and he gives
the CCC workers ten minutes a
day to do their smoking and he
won’t let them talk, not on the
job. Worker Correspondent

the Wemen's Auxiliary to the con-
tinuation committee, C, H. Mayer
is to aet as the representative of
the American Workers Party.
James Campbell, recording secre-
tary of local union 1, Gillespie,
was chosen as the representative
of the Progressive Miners.

Edward L. Adams, Jr, is to act
as secretary of the committee, The
address of the new organization is
526% East Adams St., Springfield,
I

Fine Work in
North Carolina

Leagues Demonstrate on

Relief Cuts Despite
Parade Ban

Winston-Salem, N. C.

The Unemployed Leagues are
doing fine work down here in North
Carolina, fighting against cuts in
relief and bringing before the pub-
lic a better program to take ecare
of the unemployed.

There has been a cut in relief
work in this state this month. Sev-
eral Leagues staged demonstra-
tions, and in High Point, where
formerly nothing at all was done
for the unemployed, the city has
had to pledge $2,000 per month
for relief. Here in Winston we had
the largest demonstration of any-
where. There was an equal turn-
out of white and colored people,
although the newspapers reported
the demonstration as being colored.
They did this to bring public opin-
ion against the League as people
here are easily inflamed by any
show of spirit on the part of the
Negroes. .

We thought there would be ar-
rests because parades are forbid-
den in the town, but the police
were busy guarding the textile
mills. The small number of police
on duty tried to get the marchers
to disband but the leaders refused,
and told the police that if one were
arrested they would have to put all
the marchers in jail.

It was the biggest thing the
unemployed could have done here.
The city officials were very much
upset. They locked themselves in
their offices until the crowd left,
but the marchers went right into
city hall. The line extended down
from the Relief Director's door
through the building and down the
streets, and remained there while
a committee went in for a confer-
ence,

Also the unemployed leagues
here have done more to close the
textile mills than the union mem-
bers have. Some of the High
Point group were arrested.

In North Carolina there has been
too much fighting of case work-
ers and putting the blame for in-
sufficient relief and miserable liv-
ing conditions on the relief set-up
instead of where it belongs, on the
politicians, the mayors, the city of-
ficials and the legislature.

B. C.

Sell-Out Ends Fight
Of Miners on UMW

(Continued jrom Page 3)
policy of anti-Lewis leadership of
consolidating their own forces,
fighting the militant left-wing and
confining the fight against Lewis
to the field in which they have
been successful and refusing to
extend the organization.

The FMA

The Progressive Miners of
America reflects the tendendy of
the usual anti-Lewis struggle.
Begun by the militants as a revolt
against Lewisism in all its mani-
festations, with the full and hearty
co-operation and leadership of left-
wing eler_ents, the Pearcy leader-
ship is now trying to confine the
whole fight of the miners to at-
tacks against John I. and the
United Mine Workers.

Because the “Left Wing Miners”
are carrying on the fight to keep
the Illinois movement from sink-
ing into the same ditch as the
other anti-Lewis movements in the
past, Pearcy, in opening the re-
cent  Constitutional Convention,
slashed out at the left-wing, call-
ing them “reds and disruptive ele-
ments” and attempting to convey
the idea that they were “trying to
hrir:g back the United Mine Work-
ers,”

The PMA under Pearcy ap-
parently has learned nothing from
the past, that the fight against

Lewisism cannot be carried out
simple hatred

without more than
of John L,
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3,000,000 Families Will Be on
Relief in Winter, Richberg Says

January Will Find More Than 20 Million Persons
Without Money For Food, Fuel Or Clothes;
Hopkins Says Problem Is Permanent

By TESS HUFF

Well-fed people are beating the
drums for the Community Chests,
and the tambourines of the Salva-
tion Army are jangling louder than
usual,

Already the nights are getting
colder. The Fall rains have set
in and it won’t be long until the
blizzards will be shoving people
about on the streets and pounding
at the doors and windows.

It will be a hard, cold Winter,
the weather propkets predict,

What of the unemployed ?

The cold snaps of mid-Winter
will find 5,000,000 families on re-
lief. They will have no money for
fuel, food, clothes, light, water or
rent,

The figure is taken from a re-
cent report made by the Presi-
dent’s Executive Council. The re-
port was delivered to the President
by Donald Richberg, director of
the council. It was the council’s
third report on the recovery pro-
gram,

In January, 1935—the council
said—there will be 5,000,000 fam-
ilies in the United States on re-
lief.

Instead of 16,000,000 people on
relief, there will be more than 20,-
000,000,

What Does It Mean?

What doee this mean?

If the government’s estimate
proves correct, and there is no
reason to think it exaggerates,
every reason to think it underesti-
mates, it means, for one thing,
that in a period of 18 months—
from July, 1933, to January 1935
—an adZitional 1,500,000 families
will have lost all means of earn-
ing a living.

In July 3, 1933, there were 15,-
282,000 persons on relief—3,451,-
874 families and 455,000 single
persons, according to the Richberg
report. In November 2,000,000 of
the 15,282,000 were given FERA
jobs, digging ditches and what not.
A few days later work relief un-
der FERA was abolished and all
projects taken over by CWA. Two
months later, in January, CWA
reached its peak with 4,100,000
“made” jobs. Then began the de-
cline. And when CWA ended in
April, 1934, instead of 15,282,000
persons on relief, as in July, 10
months before, there were now
16,825,975,

In the course of 10 months 1,-
543,975 persons, in other words,
had lost the means of earning a

living.
That was up to April, six
months ago.

And now four months hence, in
mid-Winter, there will be 5,000,-
000 families living on the low re-
lief furnished by loeal, state and
Federal funds. At the lowest es-
timate this will be 20,000,000 peo-
ple.

Which means, again, that from
July, 1933 to January, 1935, more

than 6,000,000 persons (repre-
sented by the 1,500,000 family
heads) will have been de-

prived of all means of making a
living. This many more who can-
not find work or security in the
system. Another vast army join-
ing the workless millions who live
on relief. And note that the fig-
ure does mnot include single per-
sons but only the members of
families. i
How Explain It?

How does the government ex-
plain this increase ?

The Richberg report mentions
the drought in the West and the
“usual seasonal increases.”

Not only does work fall off in
the Winter, but great numbers
who manage somehow to get by
in the warm months cannot make
a go of it when the snow flies. for
it costs more to eat and keep

warm. This will be especially
true this Winter. Food prices will
be high. Also, fuel and clothing

prices will be high.

Richberg’s report fails, however.,
to mention the underlying cause
of unemployment,

‘b

There is nothing in it about in-
creased industrial productivity, The
fact that from the war until 1929
productivity increased 50 percent
per man-hour, and that from 1929
to 1933 the output of the worker
per man-hour increased by 27 per-
cent—this is not mentioned in the
report.

It is very enlightening to see
how the government and the var-
ious New Dealers view the prob-
lem of unemployment and relief,

Is it permanent? Are the fami-
lies getcing enough to eat? What
is the outlook?

They Can’t Agree

The men in Washington don’t
agree on these questions. Indeed,
they seem to agree only on one
thing: That unemployment is the
gravest problem before the New
Deal and that it must be dealt
with winthin the pattern of the
profit system.

For instance, is relief adequate 7

On September 11, Harry L. Hop-
kins, Relief Administrator, got an-
gry at his critics, “the comfort-
able people who ride in vachts and
drink cocktails and assert that
there are some people on relief
who don’t need it.”

Angered, Hopkins came out with
the truth.

“Where we have made extensive
studies we have found that out of
1,000 people on relief, 5 or 10 did-
n’t belong there, but there were
400 of the rest who weren't get-
ting as much relief as they needed,

and others who needed relief
weren’t getting any,” Hopkins
said.

A few days later President

Roosevelt answered the same cri-
ties. Speaking at the opening of
the conference on the mobilization
for human needs, September 28, the
President virtually assured the
“yacht and cocktail” eritics of the
relief administration that the na-
tion is with them.

“It is very definitely our task,
yours and mine, to see to it that
during the coming Winter there
shall bz increased vigilance in
every locality against the giving
of relief except to those who de-
finitely and clearly need it and are
entitled to it,” Roosevelt said.

Extra Vigilance
That is to say, in effect, tighten
up on relief. The extra “vigilance”
s to eliminate people from relief,
not to add them. The policy of the
President can only lead in prac-
tice to this result. What of the

400 who are not getting enough
relief, and the others who need it
but are not getting any ?

The President’s address :ontain-
ed other significant words showing
the government’s conception of un-
employment and relief,

Relief is first of all a local,
community problem, the President
said. This has always been the
case, and “It has been the Amer-
ican habit to render aid to those
who need it.” It is not so much a
duty—rather it is a “privilege” of
the American community to care
for its unfortunates. And the
President proved the point by hist-
ory. Ever since the first Winter
in Jamestown and Plymouth, he
said, the communities have taken
care of their destitute people,

“No thinking or experienced
person insists today that the re-
sponsibility of the community shall
be eliminated by passing on this
great and humane task to any cen-
tral body at the seat of the Fed-
eral Government.”

What is the meaning of these
words ? Undoubtedly it is this,
that the New Deal, in so far as it
is embodied in President Roose-
velt, has not actually faced the
facts. It has closed its eyes to the
fact that 20,000,000 penniless peo-
ple in the modern world of mass
production is something entirely
different from early America and

the Winters in Jamestown. An
entirely different problem,
Here To Stay
According to Hopkins, unem-

ployment and relief are permanent,
They are here to stay.

Writing in the New York Times
of August 19, the Federal Relief
Administrator said:

%The goal is to balance small
units of industry, to provide some
cash income, in communities cap-
able of yielding a pleasant exist-
ence on land capable of producing
a part of the workers’ necessary
food.”

This is the long time policy. The
men and women dropped from in-
dustry are to be kept alive wund
going within the pattern of the
profit system by our old friend,
Subsistence Farming. Note the
“some “cash income.” And note
the “pleasant existence.”

“When, finally, if ever, we shall
have attempted to cover each prob-
lem with an answer,” Hopkins
writes, admitting that the whole
problem of unemployment” and re-
lief is not being faced by the gov-
ernment, as yet, then at the time,
if ever, he sees a large public
works program. The public works
program will operate “beneath the
roof of private employment.” And
“this will be the big net under
private employment, designed to
catch the worker dropping from
industrial payrolls.” And “of fin-
er mesh than this will be the social
safety devices of unemployment
and health insurance.”

Stretchout under Capitalism

By RUTH ALLISON
An example of how the workers
are doomed, under capitalism, to
continue the speed-up of produc-
tion, with wage cuts, is contained

in the recent textile strike.
The workers asked relief from
the stretchout—which, particular-

STRETCHOUT

Figures Tell Story

The figures quoted below tell
the story. Based on information
sent out by the Bureau of Census
of the United States Department
of Commerce, they show how cot-
ton mill workers have been produe-
ing more and more, and receiving

Average number square yards produced

per worker

Average wage cost per yard
ly in the south, is causing acute
physical suffering—a reduction of
hours, and an increase in wages.
The workers got--empty promises.

At best, all they could have got
was a temporary betterment of
their conditions—unless the condi-
tions of all workers were improved
at the same time. Temporary be-
cause, as consumers of cotton
goods, the mill workers themselves
would have to pay the inevitable
higher prices and so find their
real wages reduced once more.
Temporary because, since workers
in other industries would have to
cut their buying of cotton goods
as prices went up, cotton mills
would be forced to lay off employ-
ees once more,

1923 1931
17,527 21,644
$.0307

$.0479

less and less for what they pro-

duced. Allowing for some inac-
curacy, since employment reports
on which they are based do not
distinguish between full-time and
part-time employment, the trend
is still clear,

With the coming of the NRA
codes, these fipures (not yet avail-
able for 1933 and 1934) may
change somewhat. The amount

paid in wages for each vard of"

material may go up—if the speed-
up does not offset the increased
hour rate. But even if this occurs
the experience of the past year
proves the impossibility of main-
taining high sales and wages when
real wages—in all industries—
have not inereased,

—=

Textile Leaders Fall Over Themselves
For the Greai White F ather, Roosevelt

By KARL LORE

Picture Last Month

500,000 textile workers out, clos-
ing the mills from coast to ecoast
in wool, cotton, silk, rayon, dis-
playing the rmost remarkable soli-
darity—the high water mark in
the great labor upsurge of the
year—and determined to fight on
till the battle was won.

Picture This Month

The strike is over, the workers
are back at the looms and spindles,
except for several thousand mili-
tants the mill bosses have refused
to take back. On the basis of the
Winant Committee proposals Pres-
ident Roosevel” has appointed a new
Textile Labor Relations Board to
hear charges of victimization and
to take steps toward controlling
the stretch-out. The industry has
announced that it will accept the
Winant report only with modifi-
cations which make it even more
meaningless than it already is.
There is considerable confusion
and resentment in the union ranks,

* * *

The strike, the greatest strike in
American history, is over. It was
called off, in indecent haste by the
National Strike Committee of the
U.T.W., who fell all over them-
selves to assure the Great White
Father Franklin Roosevelt of their
loyalty. They swallowed a Win-
ant report which gave them prac-
tically none of the things the
strike was called to gain. Accepted
it, moreover, and sent the work-
ers back to the mills, though the
manufacturers had not yet moved
a whisker to indicate their course
even in regard to diserimination
against active unionists.

The Winant Report

The Winant Board report itself,
is a typical New Deal document,
It gave no recognition to the strike
demands of the union for the thirty
hour week, higher wages, abolition
of the stretchout and recognition
of the union. Boards are to be ap-
pointed by the President to study
the questions in dispute and defi-
nite action must wait on the find-
ings of these bodies. Recognition
of the UT.W. on a national basis
was found “not feasible”,

Two definite concessions are
made. No employer is to be allow-
ed to extend the work load of any
employee “except in special eir-
umstances with the approval of
the committee” until February 1,
1935.  The committee shall also
have nower to investigate present
conditions and to order reduction
where it finds improper speeding
up.

For a period beginningr in May
and June of 1933, and continuing
to April, 1934, cotton mills ran at
full speed—as buyers anticipated
increased prices. But the slump
came, inevitably, since the spurt
was not based on any fundamental
change in the distribution of
income.

Employment Falls

So, even if cotton mill workers
received ‘an increase in wages, in-
evitably they must pay for it
through increasing their produe-
tion per worker. In 1923, there
was employment for 471,503 work-
ers in the cotton mills. Tn 1927,
when mills reached their peak in
vardage production, the number of
workers had dropped to 467598
In 1931, when vardage was down,
emnloyvment wae down even more,
to 329.962. Tt iz a clearly marked
vath, in the cotton industry as in
all other industries.

Technology Not Evil

Technological development is not
inherently evil, Tt means the use
of the machine and of the best
methods of operation to increase
the productivity of the workers.

The stretchout under capitalism
means  misery and poverty for
workers,

The technological developments
which make the “stretchout” in-
evitabie, in a workers’ democracy
would mean inecreased production,
more and better clothes for work-
ers, more leisure,

“Another Board”

The old labor board for the in-
dustry which had the ren.arkable
record of having dismissed 900
complaints against the stretch-out
out of 900 submitted by the work-
ers, is to be discharged of its du-
ties and another body created.

Boiled down, therefore, we have
the Committees which have been
erected in every major industry
when trouble threatened. They
have been ingffective in protecting
the interests of the workers. When
these Boards have handed down
decisions in the union’s favor, in-
ilustry has defied them and done
as it pleased. There has been no
cracking down and the industrial
overlords have continued in their
own sweet way except in those
cases where the organized workers
forced a showdown by their own
strength.

Problem in Textiles

In the textile industry the prob-
lem will be an even more difficult
one to settle. Even assuming that
the various boards appointed by
the President may be “liberal,” the
nature of the industry itself com-
plicates the problem. Tn stecl and
wutomobiles, the workers are con-
centrated in great production
units, employing thousands in
each plant. The plants themselves
are located in or near the great
population centers. There is a
high degree of trustification.

The textile mills are scattered
in small units all over the country.
In the South especially, thousands
on thousands of workers live in
mill villages, isolated from one an-
other and from the world at large.
The industry itself is anarchistie
to the highest degree. The distri-
bution and marketing system are
hopelessly wasteful and parasitic.
High powered chiselling took place
before the strike, was in fact one
of the prime causes for the revolt.
The strueture of the industry was
largely responsible and there can
be no doubt that the same thing
will happen again, It is absolutely
out of the question to control a
situation of this kind by any num-
ber of boards, no matter how ener-
getic or well meaning the gentle-
men comprising them may be. A
strong national union and an in-
dustry-wide agreement are the only
possible answers.

AF.L. Chiefs Hostile

The A. F. of L. chiefs showed
again, their hostility to the fight
of the workers in the basic indus-
tries. As the strike progressed,
troops were called out, militancy
flamed high, the big shots became
panic stricken and insisted that any
terms be accepted to get the
struggle over with. They knew
well that a successful textile strike
would lead to similiar action in
other industries. Real unionigm in
the mass production fields spelled
their doom and well they realized
it. They stabbed the textile
operatives in the back to save their
own skins,

The Tasks Ahead

There are two jobs ahead for
the textile workers. In the first
place the union must be built. The
strike has been a splendid lesson
in the power that lies in the hands
of the united ranks of labor. Not
even the rawest and most unsatis-
factory “settlement” ean take
away the memory of the solidarity
of the half million, Crganization
must penetrate into every corner
of the industry. Unionism,
strengthened and extended is the
only way out for the slaves of
the spindle and the loom.

There is, however, a second and
vitally important task. The strike
was called off, the settiement put
over, because there was no organ-
ized opposition, no intelligently
coordinated group in the industry
who could have taken up the gage
of battle and carried on. The mili-
tants must rally. On a nationwide
front, they must organize and
work to oust misleaders and com-
promisers. Rallying to the banner
of militant and aggressive union-
ism they will sweep aside the sell
out artists and the agents of the
bosses in the union ranks,

The fight goes on!
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FIGHT THE ROOSEVELT TRUCE

VERYBODY who heard Roosevelt speak over

the radio on Sunday evening, September 30,
immediately recognized that the most important
feature of his address was his proposal for “a
specific trial period of industrial peace.” He is to
ask “those truly representative of large employers
of labor and of large groups of organized labor” to
meet with him soon to talk things over. These re-
presentatives are to be asked to made agreements
and the President will “seek assurances” that these
agreements will be maintained. He is not asking
“employers or employees permanently to lay aside
the weapons common to industrial war” but he does
ask “both groups to give a fair trial to peaceful
methods of adjusting their conflicts.”

The New Republic in an olherwise excellpny,
editorial which points out that nothing but grief
for woirkers has ever come out of such proposals,
says that “it is difficult to understand why President
Roosevelt now pleads for another truce.” As a
matter of fact it is not at all difficult to understand.

The next day the A. F. of L. convention was to
open in San Francisco. The real ruler of the A. F.
of L., Roosevelt could not make the trip from
Washington to deliver the keynote speech. Green
and his henchmen were accordingly given their cue
over the radio.

In the next place, Roosevelt is a shrewd politician,
We are in the midst of an election campaign. Roo-
sevelt does not want any big strikes during the
campaign. Strikes are dynamite. Nobody knows
what changes in public sentiment they may bring
forth. No strikes, therefore, so that New Deal
orators may point to the beautiful industrial neace
brought about by the Chief.

But this is only one comparatively unimportant
phase of this latest presidential maneuver. This has
been a year of big strikes. The biggest, the textile
general strike, is just over. More are threatened
and in even more significant industries such as auto-
mobiles and steel.

The basic cause for these strikes is that the work-
ers have discovered that they had to fight for the
union recognition which was supposed to have been
given them under the N.R.A. A showdown on
whether the administration is really going to insist
on labor’s right to viganize or is going to admit

that it has no such intention and never did have, 1s
gciling nearer every minute. Roosevelt wants at
all costs to avoid the showdown.

If big strikes, open battles, over the issue occur,
4 showdown caniot be avoided. The workers will
know whether they are licked or not. There must
be no strikes therefore. Let those “truly represen-
tative” of organized labor, that is, Bill Green and
the other A. F. of L. chiefs, sit down and talk with
F.D.R. and the big industrialists, light up their big
cigars, and work out a plan for industrial peace.
Thus the issue can be dodged. Some formula can
be worked out which will satisfy the labor leaders
and on the basis of which they can assure the work-
ers that their unions have been recognized.

The whole scheme smells like limburger cheese.
It is so like the notorious agreement between
Hoover, Bill Green and the industrialists at the
beginning of the depression that simple people may
be surprised that Roosevelt dared to spring it at
all. Yet it may work. Bill Green has alreaay stated
that he will confer with the President immediately
after the A. F. of L. convention. Frank Gorman,
strike leader of the United Textile Workers, in pur-
suance of his policy of falling into Roosevelt’s arms
every day or uwo, rushes into print with the an-
nouncement that the textile workers will for six
months accept the truce and under it abide by any
decisions that the committees set up by Roosevelt
under the recent Winant Board report may make—
a case of writing a blank check for the bosses if
there ever was one.

Why these pronouncements from A. F. of L.
leaders? Because the old guard in the A, F. of L.
does not want strikes, and union recognition won
through strikes by the militancy of the workers, any
more than Roosevelt or the bosses. One result of

Dangerous Tendencies
In The P.M. of A.

N his closing address to the re-

cent Convention of the Pro-
gressive Miners union held in 1l-
linois, President Claude Pearcy
launched into a vicious attack on
the left-wing elements in the
union, whom he described as “de-
structive elements”, Thus the Pro-
gressive Miners of America, which
only two years ago was born of
the desire and determination of the
Illinois miners to free themselves
of the reactionary U.M.W.A. lead-
ership, is today following in the
most characteristic traditions of
that leadership by waging war on
class-conscious, militant workers.
The leaders of the P. M. A. have
already forgotten that it was these
same elements whose courage and
intelligence made possible the or-
ganization of the new union.

However, to those who have
been following the trends in the
Illinois ' miners union, President
Pearcy’s speech comes as ne sur-
prise. It has been evident for
quite some time now that the lead-
ership of the P.M.A. if not actual-

such an achievement by the workers would be that
these old guard leaders, whose policy 1s that of
peace with the bosses and the government, would be
swept out, or at least deprived of their domination
in the trade union movement. The effective will to
organize the masses of unskilled and semi-skilled
workers in the basic industries into fighting indus-
trial unions which would result in completely chang-
ing the face of the trade union movement, is as dead
in these old guard leaders as it ever was.

The employers, especially since the textile strike
debacle, are keenly aware of their advantage. The
National Association of Manufacturers, as good at
rushing into print as Gorman himself, has aiready
rroposed that under the truce all efforts at union-
ization and the improving of wages and working
conditions shall temporarily cease!

The course for the workers is clear. They must
organize. They must demand clear-cut union re-
cognition. 'They must strike if necessary to get it.
They must force a showdown all along the line.

The responsibility of progressive and left-wing
eiements in the unions is also clear. The textile
“settlement” was possible, the Roosevelt truce pro-
posal is made possible, because by the “neutrality”
policy of the Socialist Party, on the one hand, and
the disruptive, dual unionist adventurism of the
Communist Party, on the other, there is now no
effectively organized left-wing and progressive force
in the A. F. of L. and the affiliated unions. Such a
force must be organized at once. There must not be
another A. F. of L. convention without it. And the
building of that force depends in turn on the organ-
ization of the new revolutionary party to give it
direction and inspiration.

Signiﬁcance of French Trotskyists’ Action

The following article is written
by an informed and responsible
Europeen correspondent. We pub-
lish it as a contribution to a very
important discussion, without as-
suming official responsibility for
opinions expressed. We point out
also that the C.L.A. of the U.S. is
not following here the policy of
the French Section of the IC.L.
but, as our readers know, is en-
gaged in discussion with the
A.W.P. looking toward unity in =
new revolutionary party.—Ediior.

By PIERRE LOUP

Paris

“Combat des Jeunes,” the organ
of the French Trotskyist youth
movement has announced its deci-
sion to join the Socialist youth,
with 65 to 19 votes. A brief state-
ment attempts to justify the step
which, it declares, became man-
datory as the first move in the
direction of revolutionary reorien-
tation toward a single revolution-
ary organization of young work-
ers. “Leninist youth,” says this
statement, “sacrifices none of its
principles which have been, indeed,
more than confirmed by realities,
While recognizing the discipline of
the party, it demands full rights
of membership when it assumes
the duties of membership in that
organization.”

Approximately one half of the
members of the Trotskyist organ-
ization proper had joined the
Socialist Party, as individuals.

Now the remaining group has

decided to join as a unit and will
shortly issue a statement giving its
reasons for this step. Naville, the
leader of the French Trotskyists,
although originally opposed to
such affiliation, has also joined the
Socialist Party. A minority of al-
most half of the remaining member-
ship of the group has refused to
go along. It stands outside at the
present time and its future course
is as yet undecided.

There was no international sanc-
tion of this important action. No
international conference was held;
the plenum of the International
Executive was given no oppor-
tunity to take a position. The
Revolutionary Socialist Party of
Holland (Trotskyist) has declared
itself opposed to the step but in-
sists on its disinterestedness. The

Belgian  Trotskyists adopted- a
similar declaration. (The New
York Branch of the American

Trotskyist group has expressed ap-
proval of the action takea by its
French comrades: the Editor) The
International Trotskyist movement
is disintegrating. A number of its
most prominent members have
deserted its ranks. A split looms
in the organizations of Germany
and Poland. In other countries of
Europe it may follow.

The decision of the French or-
ganization is the outcome of
sweeping changes in the labor
movement of that country. The
consummation of a united front
and the serious efforts in the

direction of a colorless united par-
ty have produced a unique condi-

tion. Though the united front
leaves much to be desired—hav-
ing expressed itself chiefly in de-
monstrations, there is a grave
danger of its failure to continue
functioning, before long, from
sheer inanition—it still seems to
us that every step toward unity,
however unsatisfactory, is a step
in the right direction. Vidal, the
chief exponent of the “join the
Socialist Party” movement in the
Trotskyist organization, is right
when he says:

“The Communist (Trotskyist)
League is organizationally weak.
St. Denis and other similar groups
are politically ineffective. For that
reason all of them, including the
League, are in serious danger of
remaining outside the united front
movement, . If the League re-
mains outside and concentrates its
activity on criticism from without,
labor will interpret its attitude as
one of small-minded resentment.
The masses demand unity in their
ranks as their only salvation.
Everyone who remains outside,
who criticizes instead of cooperat-
ing, will be regarded as a serious
hindrance to the progress of the
labor movement. Refusal to re-
cognize this fundamentally sound
philosophy, refusal to go along,
will mean defeat. It is the task of
the Marxist, in a period of rising
lrevo]utionary consciousness on the
part of the masses, to use this ris-
ing wave to clarify the thought
and methods of the labor move-
ment. The League must find an or-

(Continued on Page 7)

’

ly reactionary, is certainly lacking
in courage and greatly confused.
Although using brave and harsh
words about John L. Lewis, the
N. R. A, the A. F. of L., Wall
Street, and the “big interests”, the
Progressive Miner—since Gerry Al-
lard was ousted as editor—has
been consistently hostile to all gen-
uine radicals and militants who
have stood for progressive policies
in the union.

On the other hand it has ex-
pressed sympathy with such open-
ly fascist grouns as the Silver
Shirts and opens its editorial col-
umns to the anti-semitic outpour-
ings of a certain Arthur M.
Hughes, editor of the Progres-
sive Journal, organ of the Pro-
gressive Trades and Labor Unisas
of America with which the P. M.
A. is affiliated.

It was this same Hughes who
last April wrote an article in his
paper in which he asserted that
the Jewish race is a threat to civ-
ilization and that the Amalgamated
Clothing Workers, “built by the
Jews for their own race, is noth-
ing more or less than a gigantic
company union”. When Karl Loye,
in his column “In the Unions”,
pointed out the absurdities of these
charges and referred to the editor
of the Progressive Journal as a
“progressive nit-wit”, Hughes was
indignant and wrote a letter to the
~ditor of LABOR ACTION. in
hich ke defended his position.
Following, in part is what he said:

“I believe that if you are as
well informed as T give you credit
for being, that you realize that the
Jewish race for the past several
hundred years have builded an en-
terprise, world wide in scope, for
the purpose as was stated in my
article of ‘the eventual control angd
rule of the world.’ . . .

“We have only to look at Rus-
sia today to see what is their
eventual aims for the world, for
Russia today is the utopia of Jew-
ish control. Look at the leaders in
power in Russia. ... I believe that
it has been repeatedly stated that
there are some 500 Jews in respon-
sible position to only 40-0dd Rus-
sians in the Soviet state.”

Advising comrade Lore “in or-
der that he mav not go wrong to
read un on the Protocols and var-
ious other material.” Hughes then
exnrassed the hope “that LABOR
ACTION will endeavor together
with our organization, and other
indenendent bodies to build a New
svetem  and provagate a New
vhilosophv; one which will receive
the sunnort of the workers of
America.”

Renlving to this letter, the edi-
tor of LABOR ACTION, nointing
out that the nroblems confrontine
the working-class todav are not
racial but economie, said:

“The ecanitalists in Germany
ware much interested in having
Hitler turn the attention of the
masses  from the real cause of
their sufferines. which is ecanital-
iem. to the faolish and tragic busi-

ness of fighting the Jews. The
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capitalists paid Hitler large sums
of money to do this. . . .Undoubt-
edly there are certain unscrupu-
lous persons in this couniry also
who would not be above taking
money from rich people, even
from rich Jews just as Hitler did,
to stir up race hatreds so as to
confuse the workers and leau them
to defeat. . . .

“Yes, LABOR ACTION and the
American Workers Party fight for
a new system—we fight for a sys-
tem of society in which those who
do the productive work will be
those who rule and not those who
successfully rob the workers, a
system in which class conflicts and
race conflicts will be abolished—
we fight for a true workers de-
mocracy. If you are sincerely in-
terested in this kind of system then
you will cease giving aid to the
enemy by stirring up race ha-
treds and give your efforts to
building up a pewerful working-
class movement which will abolish
once and forever the present sys-
tem of exploitation in which mil-
lions starve in the midst of plenty.”

Since no reply was ever received
to this letter we assume that Mr.
Hughes continues to believe that
the depression was brought about
by a Jewish plot. This would not
be important and we would not use
space to say anything about it were
it not for the fact that Hughes al-
so continues to write editorials
for the Progressive Miner which
goes to ten or 15 thousand mine
workers, and that the Progressive
Miner is now openly supporting
the dangerous demagogue, Huey
Long, and his Share the Wealth
scheme.

Urless the militant and class-
conscious workers in the P. M, A.
wage a relentless war against
these fascist tendencies in their
organization they will wake up
one of these days to find their
paper whooping it up for Hitler-
ism.

More Muddleheadedness

F the Progressive Miner is to be

censured for its muddleheaded-
ness in supporting Huey Long,
what is to be said of such a paper
as the American Guardian when
it feels impelled to say a good
word for the self-styled King Fish ?

The Guardian, published by
Oscar Ameringer, is supposed to
be a socialist paper, and is regard-
ed as such by hundreds of Social-
ist party members who are its
principal subscription agents. Yet
in its issue of September 28, the
American Guardian, in an edi-
torial headed, “To Huey’s Credit”,
asks its readers to “give the devil
his due”. Huey has been for free
school books and free rides to
school and against the poll tax, the
Guardian  discovers. Therefore,
according to the editor, Huey can-
not be altogether the demagogic
scoundrel he appears. Anyhow we
should not be too severs with
him!

It is such “fairness”, especially
when it is practised by editors of
labor papers, socialists and labor
leaders, that contributes to the con-
fusion of the American masses.
What is to prevent those who to-
day are impelled to be “fair” to a
Huey Long from bheing impelled
tomorrow to be “fair” to a Hitler?
Oscar Ameringer should know bet-
ter: he should know that the grow-
ing influence of Huey Long and
his kind is a danger that must be
fought and not aided by attempting
to find something good about
them. Let’s be fair to the masses
of the American people—to hell
with being fair to the Huey Longs!
One does not sentimentalize about
the good qualities of a rattlesnake
when it is coiled, ready to strike!

SAN FRANCISCO. — Harry
Bridges, Australian longshoreman
and militant left-wing leader of
the recent San Franciseo water-
front strike, has been elected
president of the Bay Region dis-
trict of the Tnternational Long-
shoremen’s Association by an over-

whelming vote,
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What's Happening

ABROAD

by Ludwig Lore

AUSTRALIA

The United Australia Party led
by the former Labor Party Prime
Minister J. A. Lyons, won a vic-
tory over the Labor Parties in the
September Federal elections, but
with a diminished majority. Both
Labor Parties gained votes and

mandates. The United Australia
Party will have 35 (heretofore
38) seats; the Tinited Country
Party, the small farmers party

with an ideology resembling that
of the United Australia Party, 13
(16) seats; the Federal Labor Par-
ty (Right Wing) 18 (14); the
State Labor Party (Left Wing,
also known as Lang Party after
its leader) 8 (5) seats. Relatively
the largest increase was registered
by the party of the former Prem-
ier of New South Wales Lang who
is closely connected with the inde-
pendent Socialist parties of Fu-
rope. J. A. Lyons remains at the
head of the government and will
not, as seemed possible just after
the election, enter a coalition with
the United Country Party.

* * *

GERMANY

During the month of August
three Communists were beheaded.
According to the “Red Workers
Defense” 362 years of penitentiary
and 209 years in jail were meted
out in the same month for political
offenses. In August 1933, the first
yvear of the Hitler regime, sen-
tences aggregating 140 years peni-
tentiary and 109 years in jail were
passed on political prisoners. Stab-
ilization! Every day in every way.
Germany is getting better and bet-
ter! During September there were
a number of important trials
against Socialists and Communists
who had acted against the Third
Reich. Doeblin (Saxony) 17 Com-
munists, in Spandau 21 Social
Democrats, in Hamburg 6 Com-
munists and 4 members of the
Reichsbanner were brought up on
charges before the people’s courts.
The monster trial of members of
the Socialist Workers Party which
was scheduled. to begin early in
October has not been called. Re-
cently revolutionary workers are
being charged not with political of-
fenses but with . non-political
crimes such as poisoning, arson and
dynamiting. This is done to dis-
tract the attention of the public
from the fact that there is still
dissatisfaction in the ranks of la-
bor and from the blood-bath of
June 30 concerning which authen-
tic revelations continue to reach
the public car. Thus the Social
Democratic  “Deutsche  Freiheit”
(Saarbruecken) publishes a letter
from a “widely known personage
still active in German public af-
fairs, for whose character, abso-
lute reliability and far-reaching
connections the  editors vouch”
which contains the following in-
teresting information: “ . , . In
the Reichspropaganda Ministry
there circulates a list of 1184
dead (June 30). But my well-in-
formed friends and T are ahsolute-
ly certain that this incredible fig-
ure falls short of the actual total
- . . In the military academy of
Lichterfelde alone 400 persons
were shot in a procedure which
lasted several days.... Armaments
are increasing with a rapidity
which exceeds the wildest flights
of imagination. Even the soberest
of military officers are beginning
to believe in the suneriority of Ger-
many’s forces and are speaking
seriously of the possibility of of-
fensive warfare. . . ” “From the
Hitler government.”” the writer
adds, “there is nothing so mad, so
fantastic and so harmful that i
might not happen, . . ” 7

. v .

GREAT BRITAIN
The British Labor movement is
in a state of ferment. In the Labor
Party which is holding its annual
conference in Southport as these
lines are written, the Sir Stafford
(Continued on Page 7)

The Road to the New Party

By A. J. MUSTE

HE conviction that there must

be a new revolutionary party
and a new international, that the
Communist party and the Socialist
party, the Third International and
the Second, have not met the need
of the workers in this terrific crisis
of Fascism and reaction, grows
stroriger throughout the world
every day. There is still much con-
fusion as to the road by which
the goal of a new party may be
reached. This is, on the one hand,
natural enough, only to be expect-
ed in a period of liquidation and
upheaval such as the labor move-
ment is everywhere experiencing.
Nevertheless this confusion must
be overcome by those who are to
build the new party. They must
know what they want and how it
is to be brought about and must
unflinchingly and courageously
vpush ahead on the correct road.
We cannct afford to lose time go-
ing up blind alleys.

A sentiment often expressed is
that all the “working-class” per-
ties and groups ought to get to-
gether in one united party. Discus-
sion of organic unity of the C.P.
and S.P. is actually taking place
in France today. Many are impres-
sed and inclined, without further
analysis, to hail this as a great
step forward. To raise questions
when the two great workers’ par-
ties are talking of fusion seems
to these people deliberately to en-
courage division and factionalism.

Here (it is necessary once more
to emphasize the distinetion be-
tween united front and organic
unity. The united front means ac-
tion on concrete issues—against
wage cuts, against evictions,
against war and Fascism, by orga-
nizations which differ on funda-
mental political principles. That
they should maintain those dif-
ferences, that the revolutionary
party in particuiar should not lose
or hide its prineciples, is just as
imnortant as thaf, in spite of the
differences they should act to-
gether on concrete issues.

In a country like France where
the next few months may decide
as to whether Fascism comes open-
1y to power or not, it is a life-and-
death matter for all the unions,
workers’ political groups, ete., to
work together in a united front
against the forces of reaction. The
AW.P. has always stood for the
united front. Repeatedly we have
gone out of our way, taken great
chances, to insist upon united front
of various economic and political
organizations. We hail every genu-
ine united front. We shall continue
everywhere to work for it.

This is not to imply, however,
that united front proposals are to
be uncritically accepted. C.P. “unit-
ed fronts” have in the past been
a mockery. They had to be exposed
and rejected as disruptive. A unit-
ed front which excludes forces
genuinely willing to enter, which
is dominated by reactionaries, ete.,
is not genuine. A “united front” of
all U. 8. labor behind the N.R.A.
would be something to fight, not
to welcome as a glorious advance.
If there are sentimental souls who
think that this is mere carping,
they are certainly not Marxists, i.
e. revolutionary realists, and they
do not belong in a revolutionary
party.

! ERGER, organic unity, is a

i » very different matter. The
first impulse when there are indi-
cations as in France and else-
where that the numerically largest
groups, C.P. and S P. may get
together, is, as we have suggested,
to hail this as the obvious, quick-
est way to get unity and the “new
party.” Surely it will be some-
thing new when the two get to-
gether. They will take in practical-
ly all the left wing elements. So
what more could be desired?

One argument often advanced
against those who suggest that
such a merger (if it were accom-
plished which is still far from be-
ing the case) would still leave very
much to be desired, would not give
the new revolutionary party which
the workers need, is that the

P RN . v o T

| unions of the A. F. of L. also leave
much te be desired, but neverthe-
less we work. inside them for
better policies and do not engage
in dual union, splitting tactics. A
union and a political party are,
however, two different things and
perform very different functions
in the workers’ movement. A union
deals with immed 'ate demands and
in the nature of the case must take
in all workers in an industry:
Republicans, Democrats, Socialists,
Communists, Catholics, Jews, Pro-
testants, ete. It does not follow
that you can lump Republicans,
Democrats, ete. together in a poli-
tical party and have a revolution-
ary, or even a labor party. A re-
volutionary political party must
have a correct structure and a
clear and sound theoretical base.
You can have practically all the
best working-class elements united
in one political party and on what
purports to be a Socialist platform
and still get the debacle that oc-
curred in the united trade union
and Social-Democratic movement
of Austria. We do not want the
kind of “unity,” any more than
we want the divisions, that lead
to Fascist concentration camps!

We may observe next that if
today the C.P. und the S.P. which
in the past have so bitterly fought
each other, have differed so pro-
foundly, or at any rate appeared
'to, on such basic issues as parl’a-
mentarianism, the Soviet Union,
Fascism, etc. have regarded each
other as agents provocateurs and
Social-Fascists respectively, now
fuse into one organization, that is
in itself the nearest admission that
hitherto they have failed and that
a new party is indeed the crying
need of the working class! Fur-
thermore it now becomes clear
either that the differences were
not fundamental, the battle only
a sham battle, so that it was by
the most criminal sort of adven-
turism, irresponsibility and bureau-
cratic selfishness that the C.P. and
S.P. led the workers into the grasp
of Hitler—or else the question
whether either or both these par-
ties are now changing some or all
of their fundamental principles,
the question what is the basis of
fusion, what are to be the princi-
ples of the “new” party becomes
fundamental. Otherwise the ob-
vious assumption is not that the
merger of these forces assures the
workers of leadership and victory
at last, but rather that those who
jled the workers to tragic defeat
in 1914, 1918 and 1933 will do S0
again this year or next! Some one
facetiously remarked once referring
to proposals to bring the various
small left groups, “the Splinters,”
together that adding several zeroes
together would still give you
only zero. It may not be amiss now
to observe that two big zeroes also
add up to zero and no more.

THE Communist party appears
to be ‘“changing its line”
about such matters as the united
front from below and Social Fa-
scism. United front proposals are
addressed to the S.P. officially now
and Norman Thomas has for the
moment ceased to be Reverend and
s instead Comrade. “So,” one
hears certain intellectuals argue,
“the C.P. is correcting its faults,
it is after all the biggest revolu-
tionary party, the thing to do is to
stick with it.”

Is the C.P. correcting its faults
or executing a new z'g-zag? May
the workers who have been so an-
tagonized by its disruptionism now
assume that the present “reform”
will not be swiftly followed by a
“reform” in the opposite direction
as the new line of 1933 was follow-
ed by Madison Square Garden,
egpecially in view of the fact that
quite recently Stalinists broke up
by physical force a meeting of the
C. L. A. (Trotskyists) in Pitts-
burgh, and only the other day did
their best to disrupt a joint A.W.
P.-C.L.A. mecting on the textile
strike in Paterson? One evidence
of zenuineness would be that there
had been a careful discussion
among the membership of the C.P.
about the change. Everyone knows
that this is not the case. C.P. lead-
ers in the U. S. will not even take
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the chance of debating with lead-
ers of the AW.P, for example,
and letting their members listen
to a reasoned discussion of issues.
There is then no guarantee that
C.P. bureaucrats here and in Rus-
sia who issue one order to lay may
not again issue a contradictory
one tomorrow,

Another evidence of genuineness
in C.P. maneuvers would be the
practice of some of that real “Bol-
shevik self-criticism” which they
so often talk about. This would
mean to analyze e. g. the policy
of the C.P. and T.U.U.L. in the
U. S. on the trade union field,
which has left the workers with
hardly the semblance of left-wing
influence in such a situation as the
recent textile general strike, and
frank admission of past mistakes.
All we actually get in C.P. discus-
sions on this subject is hocus-po-
cus  which undertakes to prove
that the N.T.W.U. is right now in
dissolving itself into the U.T.W.
(A. F. of L. union) just as it was
right in splitting in 1928 and that
the two actually constitute the
same line! The same is true of C.
P. discussions of the united-front-
from below in Germany and else-
where, the theory of Social Fa-
scism, ete. This is not evidence
that we have here a real revolu-
tionary party. It is evidence of ir-
responsibility, lack of intelligence
and degeneration.

One other point with regard to
the C. P. When, as in France, talk
of merger with the S.P. arises,
does that mean that the S.P. is
moving toward a revolutionary
position or that the C.P. is moving
toward a Social-Democratic posi-
tion and policy, is giving up its
conception as to the need of a
thoroughly disciplined revolution-
ary party, surrendering such cor-
erct and distinctive revolutionary
principles as it may have had?
There are plenty of indications
that the latter is the case. If not,
how can a supposed revolutionary
party give up the right of mutual
criticism in a united front? And
just what is the attitude of the
C.P., now that the Soviet Union has
entered, to the League of Nations
which the Socialist and Labor par-
ties of Europe have favored, with
due reservations of course, but
which Lenin denounced as the in-
ternational of capitalists, a League
of Robbers against which the re-
volutionary international of labor
must fight?

is interesting, on the other

T
I hand, that in certain quarters
| the stock of the S.P. and by im-
plication the Second International
has gone up. Militants both in the
S.P. and outside urge with a good
deal of conviction that the best
way to work for an effective revo-
lutionary party, which they ad-
mit the S.P. is not now, is through
the S. P., by reforming or recon-
stituting it. Even the French Sec-
tion of the International Commun-
ist League (Trotskyists) recently
voted to enter the S.F.I1.O. (French
S.P.) as a fraction.

What a change from 1933, not
to mention 1919! And what start-
ling evidence this rise in S.P. stock
‘s of the extent to which the con-
fidence of honest advanced work-
ers everywhere in the C.P. and the
C.I. has been smashed. This is
what the destruction of party de-
mocracy in the C.P. and C.I,
bureaucratic errors in the Soviet
Union, the united-front-from-be-
low, the theory of Social Fasecism
have brought about. Social-Damo-
cratic parties which so obvivusly
and utterly betrayed the workers
in 1914 and in the Fascist crisis
can now argue with a show of
plausibility that the founding of
Lenin’s International was a m's-
take and that the Social Demo-
cratic parties can be made the
agents of the revolution!

The French Section of the I.C.
L. to whose recent action we have
alluded does not of course sub-
geribe to this view.

We, no more than others in the
U. S., know all the factors enter-
g into this decision and conse-
quently we refrain from attempt-
ing anything like a definitive a-

(Continued on Page 6)

THE'R
Government

by James Burnham

On his long and perilous journey,
that lasted altogetner twenty
vears, Ulysses was submitted to
many temptations. The most dan-
gerous of them all was the song
of the Sirens, the song that ir-
resistibly beckoned sailors to turn
their ships to the shore, give up
the strenuous tasks of the sea, and
spend the remainder of their lives
with the Sirens, in ease and con-
tentment. But, when the ships
were turned in answer to the song
of the Sirens, they always ended
piled high on the hidden rocks that
surrounded the island on which the
Sirens lived, and the sailors them-
selves were dashed to pieces by the
swift currents and the vhirlpools.

Along the path to a free work-
ers’ society are many Sirens. The
songs they sing have many varia-
tions, but there is one melody that
runs through them all: Follow me,
you who are poor and hungry, you
who are dissatisfied and wish for
a better life, and I will lead you
to a land of peace and plenty and
contentment over a 104 that is
soft and running downhill ali the
way, not paved with the harsh
realities of the class struggle, not
stained with blood and perfumed
by tear gas, not watered by sweat
and mapped out by grim intellec-
tual effort.

The newest Siren has appeared
in the West, and his song sounds
sweet in the ears of hundreds of
thousands. Upton Sinclair’s EPIC
Plan promises so much, with so
little effort, that it is hard—even
sometimes for politically conscious
workers—to resist it. When a man
so sincere as Sinclair obviously is
tells the people of California that
they can end their poverty and dis-
tress simply by voting him into of-
fices and thereby allowing him to
put into operation an easy, direct
plan that he has written up in
such clear and plausible English, it
is a difficult matter not to want to
give him at least a chance.

Even those who know that the
plan cannot work are tempted. Sin-
clair, they feel, is at least a big
step forward. He is a thousand
times better than his Republican
opponent, Merriam, Under Mer-
riam, the anti-labor, anti-Red
forces of California will be trium-
phantly in the saddle. Labor or-
ganization will be bitterly resisted,
if not smashed; revolutionary agi-
tation will be suppressed; relief
standards and wages will be low-
ered; police, deputies, and troops
will break up every militant strike
and demonstration. Therefore, they
reason, let’s support Sinclair now
as the lesser of the two evils, and
educate the workers to a point
where they will understand why
his plan is not enough.

This argument is a strong one,
and hard to answer in a short
space. But it is worth remember-
in that in 1932 the Social Democ-
ratic Party of Germany supported
Hindenburg for President against
Hitler, as the lesser of two evils;
and that in less than a year Hin-
denburg placed Hitler in power.

In spite of the temptation, no
revolutionist and no class-conscious
worker can correctly support Sin-
clair’s candidacy. Some of the
reasons for this can be briefly in-
dicated:

1. Not only will the EPIC plan
not work out in the long run; it
will not even win important im-
mediate benefits for the workers.
In its orig®hal form it could not be
financed, and would be tied up in a
hostile legislature and a thousand
lawsuits, injunction actions, con-
stitutional appeals, ete. The pre-
sent modified form is little more
than a combination of early barter
schemes and the Ohio Self-help
scheme sponsored by the federal
government—a program that actu-
ally involves a lowered general
standard of living for the unem-
ployed and a cessation of cash re-
lief.

2. The Sinclair movement is not

(Continued on Page 7)
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to the New Party

Collapse of the Second and Third Internationals

(Continued from Page 5)
nalysis of it now. Furthermore,
we have often insisted that while

revolutionary parties must be
bound together in a disciplined
revolutionary international and

not a mere loose federation, never-
theless in a great crisis swift de-
cisions must necessarily be made
by those immediately involved,
who will be most seriously affect-
ed by the consequences of the de-
cision, and that any attempt in
such circumstances to force a de-
cision in a mechanical fashion
from without muet prove abortive
or else probably harmful. Un-
questionably the threatened im-
mediate onset of Fascism in
France presents all the revolution-
ary forces in that country with a
grave problem and quite obvious-
ly there is no international organ-
ization in existence with moral
authority to give orders to the
French workers in this crisis.

Certain comments on the action
of the French Section of the I.C.
L. may however, be made at once.

In the first place, our insistence
that in the matter of labor inter-
nationalism above all we must be
realistic, tnat a new international
does not exist simply because a
few small groups have gotten to-
gether and agreed upon a pro-
grammatic declaration now appears
to have been fully justified by the
event. Certain eritics who on this
account have ventured to question
the soundness of our own inter-
nationalism are left looking some-
what foolish,

N this period of the collapse of

the Second and Third Interna-
tionals, it is necessary, we have
often said that the new party
must have from the outset a
correct outlook as to the kind
of international which must be
built.  The buiiding of the new
party and the building of the in-
ternational cannot be separated.
The new party must take actual
organizational steps toward help-
ing to build the international as
soon as conditions permit. Of ne-
cessity, however, the workers in
each country have to begin where
they live and build the new revo-
lutionary party there. Certainly
in the present grave crisis with
masses in motion in the U, 8. but
constantly cheated by reactionary
leaders of the fruits of victory be-
cause no effective left wing and
no revolutionary party adequate tc
the occasion exist, no single possi-
ble step in building the party and
setting it to work in the mass move-
ments may be for one instant post-
poned. Any revolutionary interna-
tional which means more than a
piece of paper wiil be created as
part of such an organic process
through the fusing of national sec-
tions which know that the building
of the international is an integral
part of the process by which they
themselves are built and grow in
power.

We are not convinced that the
French Section of the L.C.L. has
acted correctly. We are firmly cou-
vinced that this and similar ten-
dencies must not be superficially
accepted or dismissed, but very
carefully evaluated

If a group is convinced that the
S.P. will not really be transformed
fnftvr all these years into a genu-
ine revolutionary force, then why
temporarily enter it? Why this
step particularly by a group which
as recently as March of this year
in reply to the argument that
forming a new party ‘and a new
international meant “dividing the
ranks of the working elass” stated
and correctly in my opinion:

“For the unity of the ranks in
the direct struggle there is the
Leninist united front policy. Bol-
shevism was vietorious in October
1917. thanks only to the correct
application of this policy. Marx

and Lenin were not frightened by
the splitting of opportunist burean-
cratic parties while they welded the
real revolutionaries into an inde-
pendent vanguard; at the same time
Marx and Engels were ready to

make practical agreements with
any mass organization for the de-
fense of the daily interests of the
proletariat. The wisdom and
strength of Leninism lies, on the
one hand, in the theoretic and po-
litical intransigeance of the party,
and on the other, in the realistic
attitude to the class, all its organi-
zations and groups. Leninism did
not try to order the proletariat
from above to follow it, but nei-
ther did it dissolve itself in the
mass—and precisely because of
this it gained the leadership of the
proletariat.—It is necessary to
throw all waverers overboard and
to free ourselves of the vacillating
—they will follow later—it is ne-
cessary today that the vanguard
close its ranks in the international
arena.”

The French I.C.L. group is ex-
cluded by CP. and S. P. from
the united front? Can any group
which has any contact with the
masses in economic organization
and struggle really be “excluded”
from a united front? More in-
fluence for a viewpoint can be ex-
erted inside than outside?” P-rhaps
yes, perhaps no. It has often hap-
pened that a small disciplined
group on the outside has exercised
a powerful influences on a larger
one, whereas inside it would have
been swallowed u:p and the masses
would not have heard its voice at
all above the boom of the official
party organs.

OTH those who believe and
A those who do not believe that
the S. P. here or elsewhere wiil
one day be reformed or recon-
stituted into the revolutionary
party lay great stress upon the
“ferment,” the many “divergent
trends’ in the S.P., implying that
it is soft ground to cultivate to-
day. Since when has the S.P. been
anything but a party of “divergent
trends?” And is this a source of
strength or weakness from a revo-
lutionary standpoint? Has not the
S.P. in every single crisis from
1900 on exhibited this “ferment,”
had these militant or “revolution-
ary” groups increasing in member-
ship and influence, assuring them-
selves and others that soon they
would be in complete control and
would make the party the revolu-
‘ionary weapon of the proletariat?
And has this prophecy ever come
‘rue? Have not the Social-Demo-
“ratic parties precisely because of
‘heir heterogeneous character fail-
d to lead the workers aright at
he height of the crisis? Have not
he left groups invariably subsid-
ed again into “regularity” or been
compelled to “split off” and form
a really revolutionary party?

Of course the official Commun-
ist movement has in turn degen-
erated, but from the degeneration
of the CI. and its sections we do
not draw the conciusion that the
S.P. and Second International were
right after all or provide the high-
way to our goal. Nothing in logic
or history or current developments
justifies such a conclusion.

As I write, the announcement
comes that the British Labor
Party within which aiso there has
heen much ferment votes two mil-
lion against about two hundred
thousand, ten to one, for centrist
and right wing measures. The cru-
‘ial question in the U. S. today
is the trade union question and
on that we have in the S.P. the
same old mixture of elements who
work hand in glove with the old
guard in the unions, or those who
follow a policy of “neutrality”
which in practice comes to about
the same thing, or those who at-
tempt an “opposition,” but one so
timid with so little backbone, so
largely based on the lower official-
dom rather than on the rank and
file that it gets nowhere.

¥ SHE inescapable conclusion, the

conclusion to which in due
course the masses also will come,
never fear, is that there must be
created a new Marxist revolution-
ary party and a new international.
That is the unsullied banner which
must now be raised high and high-

er. To it all honest revolutionists
must rally at once. The crisis is
a fearful one. There is no time to
be lost.

This does not mean living in
isolation from other political
groups. We are for the united
front, real united action, always
and everywhere. Certainly it does
not mrean isolation from the mass
and its struggles. Toledo and Min-
neapolis point the true way there.
The debacle of the textile strike
“settlement” emphasizes the cry-
ing, immediate need of a left wing
in the unions guided and inspired
by the revolutionary party.

To raise the banner of the new
party does not mean, either, that
we regard the C.P. as a monolithic
block of frozen degeneration which
we walk around and perhaps some
day hew in pieces; or the S.P. as
a monolithie block of rightism or
centrism to be treated in similar
fashion. For one thing, their ex-
istence cannot be ignored save by
those who live in a realm of fan-
tasy. On the other hand, we do not
hold any variant of the theory of
Social Fascism. Our criticisms are
based on principle. We insist that
comrades in other groups discuss
them in their own organizations.
If they are correct, we ask that
they be faced and accepted by
these comrades. If anyone thinks
these criticisms incorrect, we are
ready and eager to hear his argu-
ment. There are trained, honest,
revolutionary elements in other
parties; we want them to join us
in the new party and the new in-
ternational. We welcome every
evidence in every group of motion
in the proper direction. We do not
pretend to be able to predict in
advance just how in every detail
the revolutionary vanguard of the
working class will be gathered in-
to vhe new party and thus forged
into an irresistible weapon. These
quest.ons we are at all times ready
to discuss. Once again we say:
There is no time to be lost. We
must get on the right road, the
road of the New Party, and press
forward!

AF ﬁ orn by
Craft Conflict

(Continued from Page 1)
supposed to have changed his mind
and to be in favor of the enlarge-
ment of thé executive council, a
step which is being sponsored by
the industry union forces.

Even the die hard defenders of
craft unionism in the metal trades,
seeing the tide growing stronger
and fearing complete destruction,
have proposed a compromise struc-
ture. According to their proposal
the craft unions would have juris-
diction over all eligible workers in
any mill or factory. In each such
plant however factory councils
would be formed of all crafts to
act together on the problems of
the industry. Substantially this is
the organization form that has
been used in setting up the Rubber
Workers Council. It is at best a
miserably inadequate substitute
for genuine industrial unionism.

This fight on industry unionism
will also be at the bottom of
numercus jurisdictional disputes
which the convention will have to
settle. The old fight of the brewery
workers will be reopened and in
addition there will be questions
about gas station, cement mill and
many other classifications of work-
€rs.

Dangerous Feature

The extremely dangerous feature
of the present line up is the fact
that those who will proban.y lead
the fight for industriar rorms of
organization are people like John
L. Lewis, Charles Howard, David
Dubinsky and Sidney Hillman,
Some of them, like Lewis, are
among the most corrupt elements
in the Federation. All of them
believe in much closer relations be-
tween the trade union movement
and the machinery of the govern-
ment. If they succeed in taking
the lead and in keeping it and
manage to bamboozle progressive
and militant industrial unionists
into following them, the labor
movement may find itself tied
hand and feol by government
regulation,

President Names Tory Board
To Administer Recovery Act

(Continued from Page 1)
Amalgamated Clothing Workers
Union is said to be somewhat pro-
gressive, could hardly be imagined.

Marsha!l and Hamilton are well
known Tories of a legalistic bent,
formerly professors of law. White-
side is president of Dun & Brad-
street, Williams, chairman of the
board, was formerly chief legal
counsel and later president of the
R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Company,
one of the bitterest anti-labor con-
cerns in the country.

This board will administer the
recovery program.

(2) The Industrial Policy Com-
mittee of five members, made up of
New Deal liberals and headed by
Donald P. Kichberg, former Chi-
cago labor attorney. The other
members are Secretary Ickes, Sec-
retary Ferkins, Farm Administra-
tor Chester Davis and Relief Ad-
ministrator Harry L. Hopkins.

The group’s function, as outlined
in the executive order, will be (a)
to make recommendations to the
President on various matters (b)
to study and coordinate NRA ac-
tivities and (c¢) to determine, with
the approval of the President, the
general policies of the NRA.

FD Has Last Word &

The liberal coloring of the Com-
mittee, which it is claimed will tend
to act as a sort of balance to other
forces in the new NRA machinery,
is interpreted as representing the
President’s effort to reassure labor,
lIiberals and progressives. The
Committee’s powers, however, are
largely advisory. Any policies it
may formulate will be subject to
the approval of the President, who
in each case will have the final
word.

(3) Finally there is to be a third
agency in the -new set-up, the Ju-
dicial Committee, which has not
vet been named. Its function will
be the handling of complaints of

code violations and other legal
work not touching upon labor dis-
putes.

This, briefly, is the result of the
NRA face-lifting in Washington.
As such, it still jibes with the orig-
inal philosophy of the New Deal,
and there has never been any
change in that philosophy.

For A Partnership

From the beginning of the
Rooseveltian charge against the
depression it has been a cardinal
tenet with the administration that
the final solution lies in a partner-
ship of industry and labor, with
labor getting a better break. The
better break was to be in the form
of a wider distribution of employ-
ment and a larger distribution of
wages.

Labor Holds The Bag

Up to the present, however, the
formula has not worked with any
success. Business remains busi-
ness, and each business has to make
the largest possible profits, regard-
less, else be weakened or pushed
from the picture. And while NRA
has resulted in national organiza-
tions of industrialists, the predic-
tion made by its critics have in
large degree been borne out—Ilabor
has held the bag.

ORDER Y()fUR TICKETS
or
JUDGEMENT DAY
Theater Benefit for the AWP
t

a
BELASCO THEATER
44th Street, East of Broadway
Thursday Evening, October 18.
Prices $1.10 — $1.656 — $2.20
$2.75 — $3.30

Order tickets from

Theater Committee
A W.P. Office, 112 E. 19th St.
Telephone ALgonquin 4—9058

“
m

Workmen’s Sick and Death

CONCERT

Admission 25¢ in advance

Tickets for sale at:

COMRADES AND FELLOW-WORKERS

We all meet at the

50th Anniversary Celebration

of the

consisting of a

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1934, at 3 P. M.
at the

CENTRAL OPERA HOUSE, 205 East 67th St., N. Y. C.

ALOIS BOHEUNG’S PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA
FRANZ KALTENBORN, conducting

Chorus of 500 — Soloists — Dancers — Gymnasts

b L L L L L e,

BROOKLYN LABOR LYCEUM
NEW YORK LABOR TEMPLE
GERMAN BOOK SHOP, 250 E. 84th St., N. Y. C.

and at our Main Office

714 Seneca Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y.

Benefit Fund of the U.S.A.

AND BALL

40c at the box office

Telephone HEgeman 3-4058
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Governor Olson’s Dilemma
In the Minneapolis Strike

(Concluding Comrade Budenz's
analysis of Local 574’s great fight
and the strategy used to win,)

* * ~

By LOUIS F. BUDENZ

N the Minneapolis strikes a nev:

factor appeared: a Farmer-La-
bor Governor seeking to use the
National Guard as a substitute for
the picket lines. Floyd Olson is
anot a representative in office elect.
ed on a “reward your Priends” pro-
gram. He is considered to be “the
chief” in the Minnesota labor move-
ment. The Farmer-Labor Party is
composed of economic organiza-
tions, practically every labor union
in the State being affiliated with
it. This is their party, iu the opin-
ion of trade unionists,

A new problem in strategy was
thus presented to revolutionary
strike leadership. Local 574 was
not confronted with a tool of the
bosses associations, as in San
Francisco, nor with a political
hack, whose Achilles’ heel was that
he was running for U.S. Senator,
as in Toledo. Here was a Governor
who attacked the employers, laid
the blame of the strike at their door
and called out the militia because
of the employers’ refusal to come
to terms with the workers. At the
same time, the fallacious idea that
the National Guard could be an ai-
ter ego for militant workers’ ac-
tion had to combatted.

Value of “Common Sense”

An easy way to act would have

Their

Government

(Continued from Page 5)

in any sense a movement of the
working class or of the workers
and small farmers. Ideologically,
Sinclair’s program and propaganda
are typically middle-class, appeal-
ing always to ‘“the people” as a
whole, not to the workers, and
promising as much to the small-
propertied class—even to the
large-propertied class, in the way
of reduced taxes, chance of leasing
idle factories and land, ete.—as to
workers. Sinclair’s actual support
comes at least as much from the
disillusioned shopkeepers, profes-
sionals, and other petit-bourgeois
groups, as from the workers. The
great importance of the class na-
ture of the movement is to be seen
in this: first, because only a move-
ment based clearly on the work-
ing class can move significantly in
the direction of a socialist society;
and second, because the elements
represented in the Sinclair move-
ment are very close to those mak-
ing up a fascist movement, and
can with the greatest ease shift in
a fascist direction—the early pro-
gram of both the Fascist Party in
Italy and the Nazi Party in Ger-
many were both more socialistic
than the Epic Plan.

3. Above ali, the Sinclair move-
ment is marked by complete con-
fusion on the fundamental question
of the nature of the state. He is
running on the ticket of a capital-
ist party (an integral part of the
mechanism of capitalist govern-
ment), and proposing to make all
his social changes through exist-
ing governmental apparatus. No-
where does he even suggest the
present governmental forms are in
fact the political instruments of
capitalist domination; that, there-
fore, they must be overthrown and
a workers’ government substituted
for them as the central condition
for the social and economic eman-
cipation of th¢ wuikers. The ques-
tion of the state is the paramount
question of revolutionary political
development. To support Sinclair
would be to aid in preserving the
most disastrous of all the illusions
of the workere,

It is true that the Sinclair move-
ment represents real discontent
with the present system. But the
problem this offers is once again
that of directing this discontent
into support of the revolutionary
movement of the workers. And to
do this, the new revolutionary
varty must be strongly and rapid-
ly built.

—

been to “expose” Olson, attacking
him right and left in the very be-
ginning. That would have been a
splendid means of alienating the
entire labor movement. The leader-
ship of Local 574 relied on that
rare quality, common sense. It
proved effective. In the first place,
before the second strike for the in-
side workers they had secured
the er<ursement of the central la-
bor body. The great mass meeting
which opened the battle was called
in the name of that central oigani-
zation. The question of Local 574’s
problems and grievances had beev
brought before the central body,
and had been thoroughly discussed.
The entire trade union movement
was back of the strike.

The leaders of the strikers re-
lied, then, on what may be mod-
estly called “the C.P.L.A. tactic.”

They did not promiscuously de-
nounce as “fakers” and “crooks”
every labor official of the old type,
even though they knew that many
of these men might not like to go
“too far.” They sought their co-
operation in the immediate labor
fight, and by pressure and action
brought them to time when they
wavered.
Olson’s Dilemma

Similar strategy was used in re-
gard to Olson. He soon found him-
self entangled in the contradic-
tions of the present state set-up.
The officers of the National Guard
were almost entirely Citizens Al-
liance men. Gradually the permit
system was so extended that the
trucks were moving freely. At the
same time, the capitalist press, led
by the red-baiting “Chicago Tri-
bune”, was ! _..nbasting the Gover-
nor. Had ordinary labor leadership
been in charge of the strike, it
would have ended then and there.

Local 574, however, decided up-
on a show-down in action. They
called a great mass meeting and
announced that the National Guard
would be defied at 4 o’clock the
next morning. That precipitated
the arrest of the strike leaders,

What's Happening
ABROAD

(Continued from Page 5)
Cripps group in the ‘“Socialist
League” is playing an important
role—at any rate in the internal
discussions. He predicted that he
and his friends would succeed in
forcing the great LP to the left
and would force it to adopt a So-
cialist program. Cripps, it will be
recalled, was Attorney General in
the MacDonald Labor Party move-
ment and, as member of the Inde-
pendent Labor Party refused to
leave the Labor Party with Max-
ton ete. The present Conference
shows him to have been a poor
prophet, for his “Socialist pro-
gram” was rejected with a tre-
mendous majority of 2,145,000
cgainst 206,000.

The next issue of Labor Action
will contain a unified critical
analysis of the Labor Party and
the Trade Union Conference which
is to take place in connection with
it. The membership of the “So-
cialist League” seems to have lit-
tle faith in the good intentions of
the Labor Party, as was proven
by the founding of an “Independ-
ent Socialist Party” at a Confer-
ence held in Manchester attended
by 190 delegates. The Leftist ex-
MP of the Labor Party Sandham
was elected National Chairman of
the new party, which takes the po-
sition of the left-Socialist (inde-
pendent) parties of Poland, Italy,
Holland, Germany (SWP), Sweden,
Norway, ete.

Noteworthy is the fact that the
Southport Conference of the LP
adopted a vote of censure and con-
demnation against Ellen Wilkin-
son and Lord Marley and instruct-
ed the Executive Committee to de-
cide their expulsion from the party
for their cooperation with the
Communist United Front interna-
tional relief organization. This de-
cision will have important reper-
cussions for the entire British La-

bor movement.
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and the raiding of strike headquar-
ters. A great hullabaloo arose
throughout the labor movement.
Local 574 brought pressure on the
local union officials. “Here is the
Governor you claim to be yours!
Look where his policy is leading!”
The local labor leaders responded.
They sent a committee to the Gov-
ernor with certain demands for im-
mediate action. He granted them
all.

The strike leaders were released.
Only employers who signed the
Haas-Dunnigan pact were to be
granted permits. As a gesture of
fairness, the Governor raided the
Citizens Alliance headquarters,
publicly denouncing the labor spy
system. The employers’ front was
crippled. Of course, the Citizens
Alliance sought frantically to ral-
ly its forces, and did so in part.
The “threat” of the general strike
(following on the heels of this
latest move of the Governor and
the loss of the employers’ injunc-
tion case against the use of the
National Guard) led to the em-
ployers’ surrender, so far as the
Haas-Dunnigan agreement went.

The Settlement

Elections followed, as stipulated
in the pact. Nineteen out of twen-
ty-two of the big firms—those “in
the Market”—were carried by the
union. This means that inside men
as well as drivers now belong to
the union, with that organization
the recognized agency of dealing
with the employers.
er concerns, hiring one or two driv-
ers, the result was not so satisfac-
tory, as was to be expected. In

In the small-|

the settlement of the strike, as in
its conduct, Local 574 used refresh-
ing realism. It requires, more
courage to settle a strike, very
frequently, than to call one. A lo-
cal strike, it must always be re-
membered, is conducted within the
limitations of the capitalist sys-
tem. :

“Organizer” Decisive Factor

In pressure on the Governor,
slipping labor leaders and the Fed-
eral mediators, the daily strike pa-
per, “The Organizer” was the de-
cisive factor. I have had equally
good results with the “Kenoshe
Hosiery Worker” and its counter-
part in Eastern Pennsylvania in
arousing community consciousness
back of the strike, lhese were on-
iy weeklies, however.

The daily paper corrected a de-
fect that might o'herwise have
been fatal. Despite the careful
preparations, the strike action sag-
ged in the final three weeks. This
was partly due to the fact that the
drivers were carrying on the brunt
of the battle for the organization
of the inside men. It may have al-
so been due to a soft-pedalling on
personal leadership. The exact rea-
sons for a let-down after three
weeks, however, should be checked
on, for future reference.

In this impasse the paper kept
the fight going. It was the most
outstanding contribution made by
the Minneapolis strikes—if we are
to except the general fact that
some sanity was introduced into
radical strike leadership.

Trotskyists

In France

(Continued from Page 4)
ganic place in the ranks of the
united front, It is too weak to
stand alone. From which it
follows that it must find its
place in one or the other of the
two uniing parties.”

If the decision to join the Social-
ist Party was justified by the
situation in the French labor
movement at the present time, it
is nevertheless a tragedy that it
could not be accomolished without
adding to the numerous splits
which have in the past decimated
the ranks of the Trotskyist move-
ment,—splits so serious that they
may eventually mean dissolution
for the organization in the rest of
Europe. The tragedy becomes the
greater because the man who
stands at its head embodies the
proudest of revolutionary tradi-
tions, has always shown a singular
acuteness and farsightedness in his
judgment of political upheavals
and has enriched the intellectual
outlook of the world’s revelution-
ary proletariat.

But a closer scrutiny reveals an
even more regrettable phase of
this unfortunate occurrence-—the
fact that this decision was made
on a basis which denies the fun-
damental principle of Trotskyism.
Vidal referred in his explanation
to a position taken by Trotsky in
the past but never proven, to the
entry of members of the Commun-
ist Opposition into the SAP.
“This,” he says, “we will not do.
When Walscher, Froehlich, Wolf-
stein and their comrades, became
members of the Sceialist Workers’
Party in 1932, they went with ban-
ners flying, with a revolutionary
program, announcing the aims they
would strive to achieve in the SAP,
with a call to arms against the
nen-revolutionary conceptions still
existing within that organization.
No Trotskyist ever seriously ob-
jected to their program. Walscher
and Co. won the party for their
objectives, an accomplishment
which Trotsky recognized and ap-
preciuted.”

Trotskyist ycuth declares “We

will maintain discipline. We will
remain vhat we have always
been.” But the Trotskyist party

members make their way into the
Socialist Party as individuals—
without their flag. Trotskyist pro-
paganda in the last four years was
dominated by the thought of a
Fourth International, to be found-
ed regardless of its ability to sur-
vive, once it had been created.
Now, with the same disregard for
consequences, the French group
takes a decisive step, without con-
sulting the international organiza-
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tion, and the affiliated parties can
only declare their disinterested-
ness. What is left of hallowed
Leninist principles?

There are a number of explana-
tions for this catastrophe: first,
the domination in the organization
of an authoritarian principle which
suppresses all intellectual indepen-
dence. The word of the master has
become scholastic dogina. 'This
gives his following an intellectaal
brittleness, an inability to act in
the face of a new situstion with-
out superior orders which, together
with a ridiculous arrogance of
opinions, condemns the movement
to sterility.

Secondly there is that sectarian-
ism which isolated the movement
from the masses. With the vanity
of the advance guard of the ad-
vance guard, the Trotskyists pro-
pound their position thus: “Here is
the trne gospel. He who will not
worship as we dictate is un-
worthy.” No effort to understand
the seutiments and needs of the
masses in order to lead them to
adopt a more effective policy.
Trotsky often and justly condem-
ned the ultimatism of the Comin-
tern. Yet he himself issues ul-
timative demands to the masses.

Aod now, just as the clearest of!

-ts members were beginning to
1ealize the need of breaking with
this policy, they smash their or-
ganization,

Thirdly: it is characteristic of
Trotsky that he has always been
moved by an unbridled political
impatience which brooks no hesita-~
tion. He often overlooks premises
whicl: must be established m the
masses to make politicai policies
effective. He treats the labor move-
ment as a general treats an army
drilled to respond to every tactical
maneuver. This is the sp.rit he
has inculcated in his followers. In
his organization there can be only
blind submission or complete alien-
ation. Knowing that only half of
the party is ripe for entry into the
Socialist movement, no decisive
step of this sort should have been
taken without patient preparation
of the membership to secure more
or less unanimois cooperation.
But fear of missing the psycholo-
gical moment led to . premature-
ness and consequent catastrophe.
The result of a Trotsky policy,
despite the correctness of its ul-
timate aims, must always be, for
its own group and for the working
class: Fragments. Trotsky’s im-
patience has always be’n creative
in mass development for acute
revolution. iv. every other situa-

tion it is fatal.
Paris, September 2¢, 1934.

-

| NEWS REEL |

By A. A,

“The great strike of the textile
workers of the United States now
comes to a fitting and victorious
end,” proclaims Francis J. Gor-
man, Chairman of the Strike Com-
mittee,

The Cotton Textile Institute ar-
rogantly continues to withhold ap-
proval of the Winant Board re-
port—

Textile mills, both in the South
and the North, refuse to reemploy
strikers—

Nothing effect've has been done
toward the aloiition of the in-
human stretch-out—

The average wage in the textile
industry still remains at the in-
credible level of $10.86 a week—

And that’s—Victory!

*

* %

The Fusion Administration in
New York apparently leaves no-
thing undone in its servile efforts
to leave untouched the huge bank-
ers’ reserve and the profits of the
large business interests.

Now, in the sanctimonious name
of ‘“economy,” the City Budget
Director proposes another slash in
the school budget to the tune of
$2,000,000.

And, among other items, he
wants to reduce the already small
appropriations for the classes for
handicapped children, home in-
struction for crippled children and
classes for children suffering from
cardiac trouble.

$25,000,000 are set aside annual-
ly as a bankers’ reserve, yet the
great City of New York stoops to
filch a few thousand dollars from
its sick children!

* * ~

As a perfect example of the
greed and hypocrisy inherent in
our profit system, we quote the
following letter which turned up
at the Senate munitions inquiry.
The letter is from the Rev. Paul
Young, missionary of the Chiis*ia:.
Missionary Alliance in Ecuador
and part-time munitions salesman,
to his brother, John W. Young,
president of the Federal Labor-
atories, Inc., manufacturers of
tear gas:

Six or eight Indians showed a
desire to follow the Lord and we
prayed with them. Yesterday I
saw the Minister of War again and
made arrangements to demons-
trate today.

The Minister, two generals, the
head of the police of Quito and a
number of officers and soldiers
were present. I used the “billy” (a
type of gas bomb) first, but I am
sorry to say it did not prove a
success. T shot it at two soldiers,
but they were able to stand the
gas and get me.

I then shot the grenade into a
room and asked the men to go in.
This was a real success and helped
to gain what 1 had lost through
the failure of the “billy.” The War
Minister asked me to quote prices
on 100 “billies” and 200 grenades.

Some of the Indians had made
previous beginnings, but had been
pulled down by sin. Indian workers
need a great deal of prayer.

God’s in His Heaven, ail's right
with the world!

* * -

In October, 1933, out of the
entire population of the United
States, 10.3% were on relief.

What the percentage will be
this fall, no one knows, but it is
almost certain to be as great,

Meanwhile, food prices, accord-
ing to the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics of the Department of Labor,
are at the highest levels since
1931.

People have no jobs and no
money to buy food, but food
prices continue to go tp—just an-
other illustration of the tragic in-
sanity of the capitalist system!

- * *

Here is the darling of the
Liberty League Boys, The New
York Herald Tribune, proclaiming
with tears between the lines that
it’s all wrong about a few owning
everything and about the big
profits of the corporations.

Why, it says, in 1929 the richest
10% of the “income receivers” ob-
taired only 35% of the nztion’s in-
come, while the corporations some-

r
R v U —

times ma%e no profits at all in
poor years,

£
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Merger Nears As AWP and CLA Take Up Last Steps and Problems
AWP for Joint Statement

Letter Lists

Sept. 27, 1934,
Provisiona! Organization Commit-
tee, American Workers Party
A. J. Muste, Chairman

Dear Comrades:

We have given careful consider-
ation to your letter of September
18 and agree with yvou that the
fusion of our organizations for the
task of building a new revolution-
ary party would be a revolutionary
step forward. Since such an ac-
tion would signify the first move
for the unification of the revolu-
tionary forces, after more than a
decade of disintegration znd splits,
it could hardly fail at the very be-
ginning to inspire and attract a
considerable number of revoluion-
ary workers in addition to the
present members of our respective
organizations, In view of these
prospects it is our opinion that the
fusion would provide a sufficient
basis to justify us in formally
launching the new party.

Armed with the program of
Marxism, such a party, despite its
comparatively small size at its in-
ception, would have a good cppor-
tunity to become the rallying cen-
ter for those workers who are
breaking away from reformism
and centrism, as represented by
the Socialist and Stalinist parties.
More than that, by direct partici-
pation in the class struggle, the
new party could draw into its
ranks a large number of workers
who are awakening for the first
time to political consciousness,

The lightning speed of class de-
velopments, however, makes it im-
perative that we grasp this oppor-
tunity while there is yet time, be-
fore the developments pass us by
and seek another point of crystal-
lization. Our chance to introduce
the new revolutionary party into
the situation as an independent
force, and to make that party the
axis around which further devel-
opments proceed, depends in the
highest degree on the speed with
which we compose such differences
as may remain between us and
proceed directly to the organic fu-
sion of the two organizations and
the formal declaration of the new
party.

The maximum of clarity in the
fundamental questions of the pro-
gram is, of course, a prerequisite
for success. The new party must
cut with a sharp blade. If during
the past six years especially, in
close collaboration with the Bol-
shevik-Leninists of the world, we
have preoccupied ourselves with
theoretical work, and stubbornly
pursued that work as an isolated
and hounded group, it is precisely
because we have understood the
fearful debacle in the practice of
the dominant parties on an inter-
national scale as the direct out-
come of the degeneration of
theory.

HELPING THE POOR

(Adam Coaldigger in The
American Guardian)

These are times that try men’s
souls. Also their pocketbooks. It is
therefore encouraging to learn
that the rich of one locality at
least have opened their hearts and
purses to the burdened and heavy-
laden.

Anyhow, a beach club of Long
Island staged a performance for
the benefit of four charities. The
admission charge was $7.50. Total
receipts, $1,882.50. Of this $1,866 -
62 was expended for dinner, music,
entertainment and decorations,
leaving $15.88 for the four chari-
ties. It seems some philanthropic
soul added something to this prin-
cely sum, for when divided, each
of the four charities received $6.22,

The head of the St. Joseph’s
Hospital at Far Rockaway beach
declined its shure on the ground
that a young lady impersonating
Joan of Arc at the performance
appeared in  bathing suit. He
should have grabbed the $5.22. For
if the young lady had appeared in
the silver armor attributed to Joan

of Arc, the beach club might have
handed him a bill for the deficit.

Three Steps

We aim to continue this work
and to contribute all we can to the
clarification of principle in sucn
further discussion as may be nec-
espary Lo prepare the tusion, and
in the new parcy, after the fusion
is accomplished, also.

But, i our opinion, this work
must be carried on now 1n direcu
aud immediate connecuon with the
task which 18 imaposed upon us by
the general situavon, namely, the
founding of a revolutionary party.
the 1usion of our two organiza-
tons and the joint struggle to
establish the new party as a power
in the labor movement need not
and cannot wait until every com-
ma is put in its proper place and
every nair is split in two. Our
central task new, as we understana
it, is to unite our forces and create
a movement, The extent to which
we comprehend this, and the speed
with which we accomplish it, wiil
‘be a good test of what theory
means to us as a guide to action.

I'he programmatic documents
submitted to you by the Commu-
nist League delegation during the
discussions previously held, taken
together with the revised draft
program of the American Workers
Party, contain the essential prin-
ciples which, we believe, constitute
tne sufticient programmatic toun-
dation upon which a party, formed
out of a fusion between your or-
ganization and ours, is justifiea

and possible. There remain ot
course, a number of differences o1
opinion as to formulation on cer-
tain points; but many of these
have already been overcome to a
large extent, and we are contident
thac the necessary further clarifi-
cation can be achieved in negotia-
tions to prepare the unity and in
the active common lite o1 the new
party.

It is our opinion that the full
program of the new party must be
an elaborate and carefully worked
out document, and that in all prob-
ability its final form will not be
arrived at for some time to come.
For the present, we believe that
the new party needs a concise di-
rect statement of principle and ac-
tion, omitting the expository, ex-
planatory, and semi-narrative ma-
terial of your revised program. We
believe that such a statement could
be drawn up within a very short
t.me by the use of your draft pro-
gram and oui programmatic ma-
terial. We hold that such a state
ment should be a joint product of
our organizations, and therefore
propose that a joint committee be
immediately appointed to proceed
with this work. 1he points, con-

tion, could subsequently be expand-
ed expositorily in the form of
popular agitational pamphlets.

The new party, formed by the
merger of our organizations, wiil
1aturally be an autonomous organ-
ization which will determine for
itself its own international affilia-
tions or connections, as well as ali
other questions. Upon the comple-
don of the merger it is our under-
standing that both organizations
will dissolve into the new party.
the Communist League will there-
Oy sever its organization connec-
Jdons as a separate group with the
[nternational Communist League.
We will propose, at the same time,
that the new party establish fia-
cernal relations with the Interna-
tional Communist League and all
ther groups and parties working
tor a new (Fourth) International
md coliaborate with them in the
work of preparing the new world
party.

We agree with you that the
best defense of the Soviet Union,
and the most effective way now to
liberate the Workers State from
the incubus of Stalinism is the
building of powerful revolutionary
parties of the new international in
the capitalist countries. This con-
ception lies at the root of our fun-
damental conceptions and has ani-
mated all our activity. We consid-
er it incorrect, however, to coun-
terpose this fundamental task of
reviving the revolutionary move-
ment in the capitalist countries to

the struggle of the Bolshevik-Len-

cisely formulated in this declara-'

inists within the Soviet Union to
preserve and strengthen the Dic-
tatorship of the Proletariat, to re-
form it and cleanse it of bureau-
cratic degeneration. Since the re-
gime of Staliniem has strangled
the revolutionary party in the So-
viet Union no less than in other
countries, this struggle for the re-
form of the Workers State re-
quires that the Bolshevik-Lenin-
ists in the U.S.S.R.—and the new
parties of the Fourth International
with them—aim at the ereation of
a new party, that is, the revival of
the Bolshevik party under new
conditions. But this can be accom-
plished only as a result of the sue-
cessful development of the New
International in the capitalist
countries.

In your letter reference is made
to the different origins of the two
organizations, different habits of
work, ete. This undoubtedly will
present certain difficulties in the
first stages of the fusion, and pos-
sibly even afterward. But there is
also a positive side, insofar as the
different experiences and differenc-
es in emphasis which have marked
the main activities of the members
of the two organizations, can be
regarded now, in the light of the
concrete tasks of the present, as
rather complementary than anta-
gonistic. The reciprocal influence
of the active militants of each
group on the others, within a sin-
gle organization, can make for a
rounded and firmly united party.

Our fundamental task, as we see
it, is to bring our forces together
and form the new party without
delay. As a practical method of
preparing and hastening the uni-
fication we submit the following
concrete proposals:

1. That we set up a joint unity
committee composed of an equal
number from each organization.

2. That this joint committee be
charged with the task of prepar-
ing a draft of a declaration of
principles and a program of action
for the new party.

3. That this joint committee
draw up the organization plans to
effect the unification at a joint
convention in the near future, and
also work out detailed plans to
adjust  crganization questions,
press, name of the party, ete.

If these proposals meet with
your approval, we are ready to se-
lect our representatives to the
unity committee without delay.

Yours fraternally,
National Commnittee
Communist League of America

ARNE SWABECK,
Secretary

October 2, 1934.
National Committee,
Communist League of America
Arne Swabeck, Secretary.
Dear Comrades:—

We are in receipt of your letter
of September 27 replying to ours
of September 18. As we have pre-
viously indicated, we agree that
this is the time for action and not
delays in effecting the unification
of the forces committed to build-
ing the new revolutionary party.
We heartily echo the sentiment
that unity need not and must not
be permitted to wait until every
comma in ke prograis “is put in
its proper place and every hair is
split in two.”

At the same time both of our
organizations have frequently scat-
ed that unity in order to be real
and lasting must be on a clear, prin-
cipled basis. To quote the Declara-
tion of the National Committee of
the C.L.A}, for a new party and
a new international, the new party
“cannot consist of an indiscrimi-
nate combination of reformist and
centrist elements.” It must stand
“on a firm programmatic founda-
tion.”

Our resident P.0.C. is under
instructions from our recent na-
tional meeting to ascertain clearly
whether there is agreement on
fundamentals of program before
proceeding to take actual steps
toward organization merger. So
far from causing delay, we are
confident that this will promote
the movement toward unity.

In our letter of September 18
we raised questions on five points,
viz., the revised Draft Program of
the A'W.P. as a working basis for
the program of the new party,
the attitude toward a new party
in the Soviet Union, the organiza-
tional implications of merger, the
name of the party and the varying
background of our two organiza-
tions.

As te the first, we understand
from your letter of September 27
that you raise no principled criti-
cism of the revised Draft Program
of the A\W.P. On this basis this
revised Draft Program of the A.W.
P. together with programmatic
documents submitted by you may
provisionally serve as the sufficient
programmatic foundation of the
new party. Differences of formula-
tion which do not involve disagree-
ment in prineiple can be worked
out by methods to be agreed upon.

On the second point, we note
that you agree with us that the

The Manager Speaks

Over a thousand copies of the
revised edition of the A.W.P. pro-
gram TOWARD AN AMER-
ICAN REVOLUTIONARY
LABOR MOVEMENT were order-
ed in September. !

Have you your copy?

The decline of capitalism
The aim of the American
Workers Party
Tnadequacies of existing work-
ing class parties
How the AWP will fight for
power
The revolutionary American
tradition
are the chapters in this 48-page
pamphlet.

Ten cents per copy; in lots of
10 or more, be.
* * *

September Subs Sluggish!
The New York Branch leads,
even taking larger membership

Shall Labor Action Become a Weekly?

! Yes, LABOR ACTION shall become a weekly.
I that T mean it, I am herewith enclosing $........ in payment for

........ 3mo . subsat ...................... twenty five cents

............... one dollar.

into account, for subs secured in
September. Sixty were turned in.
Pittsburgh and Allentown account-
ed for five each; Columbus four,
Gulfport 3 and Toledo, previous
prize sub-getting branch, account-
ed for only 2. Toledo is securing
new headquarters; maybe that’s
why.
* * *

Watch for the Book Note here
next time, and some suggestions
about literature on Fascism.

¥ x %
Do You Sing?

And have you any original labor
songs which should be included in
a mimeographed song book the
AWP hopes to issue soon,—with
music included? Which of the
familiar labor songs would you
like to have included? Send in all
suggestions to the Circulation
Manager.

And to show

|

defense of the Soviet Union and
the counteraction of the disastrous
policies of the C. I. can be most
effeciively accomplished now by
the builaing of powerful revolu-
tonary parties in the capitalist
countries and that we must con-
centrate our energies upon this
Lask. We note also your statement
“that the Bolshevik-Leninists in the
USSR-—and the new parties of the
Fourth International with them”
—must “aim at the creation of a
new party, that is, the revival of
the Bolsnevik Party” but that the
actual accomplishment if this aim
waits upon “the successful devel-
opment of the new international
i capitalist countries.” Our for-
imulation on this question is sei
forth in our letter of September
18 and in our revised Draft Pro-
gram. We have frequently stated
our criticism of the C. I. and its
sections. We hold that such criti-
cisms must be made and that the
right to make them and so to save
revolutionary movements from de-
generation must be fought for
everywhere, including the Soviet
Union. All formulations as to just
what course will be followed in the
new situation which will result
from the creation of effective re-
volutionary parties in capitalist
countries must naturally be some-
what general and tentative, not
final in character. Assuming agree-
ment as to the present task, we do
not wish to have differences of
formulation or possibly divergent
opinions, as to what concrete steps
must be taken at some other time
under new conditions, postpone the
urgent and essential task of build-
ing the revolutionary party, upon
which, among other things, the
successful defense of the Soviet
Union so largely depends.

On the third point, we are pleas-
ed to note that you are in full
agreement with us, viz., that “or-
ganic unity” will mean that sepa-
rate existence ends completely and
both our organizations will dis-
solve into the new party.

On point four, you raise no ob-
jection or question. We assume,
therefore, that you accept our
statement as the basis for future
discussion.

On point five, we heartily agree
that while the different origius
of our organizations, different
habits of work, ete., may on the
one hand present difficulties, the
reciprocal influence of the active
militants of each group on each
other, if merger on a sound basis
is achieved, will make for a round-
ed and firmly united party.

We believe that your letter of
September 27 contains an excel-
lent suggestion, viz., that we need
a concise, direct statement of
principles and program of action,
omitting for the present tie ex-
pository material of our revised
Draft Program. We propose that
a joint committee of the A.W.P.
and C.L.A. proceéd at once to
draw up such a statement. We
have a committee of five ready
to go to work and we agree that it
should be possible to draw up this
document in a very short time.

With this essential preliminary
task satisfactorily accomplished,
we shall at once report to our full
P.O.C. and as we have previously
ndicated, the way will then be
clear to take immediate steps such
1§ you suggest to bring about or-
ganic unity,

In the meantime there are con-
crete common tasks for our iwo
rganizations, in addition to those
in which we are already engaged,
and we have instructed our of-
ficers to take up these matters as
soon  as possible with your of-
ficers. Fraternally yours,
Provisional Organizing Committee

American Workers Party

By A. J. MUSTE, Chairman

BILOXI, MISS.—Complaint was
registered at the meeting of the
Employees’ Protective  Associa-
tion that Nick Guidry, foreman of
relief work, had worked his
men Tuesday afternoon with a
shotgun. Workers protested on the
ground that they are not chajn-
gang prisoners,
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