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For a workers’
world — peace
and plenty,
justice and
freedom.
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The New York
Hotel Strike

See Page 3
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AutoStrikes

84 Mexican

NEW

Artists Thank
Blave U p Workers and Artists For Aid Forc

¢

Pa. L

ague
es Siate

I D YORK, N. Y In a letter . » )
n()ll r;zmxt. r Action, 84 Mexican l{ )l )il . l LY
n el e eliel F'robe
'\ l‘hv \mer 1 workers and ar -
tist who protested 18t the de
Union Workers Drop WES | «tru f the rtist { Striking CWA Workers Tell
- o nural Radio ( At the same P :
For More Aggressive time ‘they Drotested the sationk o] Officials “Hell Will
Organization those artists who, accepting the Break Loose”
PEEEREY Rocke r interpretation of the
ent dir to the destruction
YN ] ” \
Prepared for Actio nl wncmdlglonileres erm 6 Week Plan” Scored
rk :), Municipal Art Show in |
T e l. kefeller Center
2 | Thre: a 2 n R8¢
A. F. of L. Leaders Attempt| The murals painted by Rivera on Fhreaten to Picket State
3 e V i of ‘).‘w‘ t ) ) ‘ 2 1n ‘e H
To Smother Workers® | " ‘ ..:( A - ""“i ; Capitol If Demands
s v furore here
v Enthusiasm pring when unveiled. They Are Not Met
pad Lt wed the main subject Lenin s
|
% & i BolRiihe s wes bl & weakioal o By MARGARET RODGERS
(By Special Correspondent) : o \’ o "\ - : i DIEGO RIVERA
pub y ting w [ an ol-| AT ¥ SIS p -
DETROIT, MICH T'hat revolt | d & ace Thereupon the | (Self Portrait) \LLENTOWN V
of automobile workers, pictured in | Rocl refused to allow apyd Northamp (
n p Y he € I I ning
Labor Action in December, has now | '* Ml o ‘  SER y ""“! COV-| Rivera N Or run 1 pla : :
reached strike heat. The union o TS TRNN0s Wikh & xom [ter. T vi tiv way of de-| Ul ed Lea
I YOn( ce v h fol 1 '
workers of the Hudson Motor Co . — @ which # ” . it
¥ ¢ ra while peaking of otest by i €
in this city, and the Ruick and t i n id tha would , Art % ""
Fisher Body employes in Flint have 1the e h vork destroyed than | American e EIE—
decided definitely upon such action, | mutilated. Hunting for some ex-|Grave I tr
1 + } f the \v’r
Only the careful policy of the > de y th o the ed .
. R feller d upc h gen tion pl g r
American Federation of Labor, un lon s the rigl vick 1 i m wi -
der whose banner they are enrolled, | et rid of the p n This | i R ker f
has delayed the “drast wetion 1eir w men did one night last Th I he relie
set for March 7. week vor D o picket
ough met} en it ) o ol
The United Auto Workers Union, | , | 'OU&h » removing | Rocks ods ¢ in the )
: t d .
makeshift creation of the A. F. of il - ’ e POLArS B
L., looms continually larger in thé {' sl s the Rocke ' W I ( i : &
local situation. Two months ago S DOS SYRL ChEMeIves 4 . Radio City ‘
the Mechanics Educational Society — : s
had the greatest prestige amonsg \ \ l I l
| » :
the auto workers It conduct 4 () ) ( ~~ l‘l(,‘ll(l(.lllillh heed ¢
the |general strike of tool and m,. - . a £
¢ it tl t N\ (4 . " . 1€
makers had won it that distinction l l( P YT S » ° T -
JoIn orces Jeore Jnity o . ;
. ¢
M. E. S.'s Y .8 rn v
| . ] - .
Woekness . InOneUnion' Tactics of C.P, Afrinsion Heas
/ . An L ] &
The MES however wasted vharges
valuable time in rallying the pro F. Woods Beck
duction workers to its organization. | All Groups But Communist | Critics of Garden Fiasco st CWA i
This was partly due to craft con Led ““Councils” Come Met By New Masses’ %0 A
sciousness among a section of its N ~ T :
members. It also arose from the Together “Exposure
embryonic character of the M.E.S A
itself. Many post-strike problems ini NEW YORK.—The unempioyed By RAYMOND ROBBINS
the tool and die industry were l have the nucleus of a real move- | . . .
thrown upon that union's should-|{ment in the Workers Unemployed| e .II!VW" o (}vr B o
ers. Rising rapidly from local|Union of Greater New York, follow- | ™ intellectuals was addressed to
needs, it had to take on the job of | ing a series of mergers acing the “A mmuy Party ;nxt\:‘.>v_r1>.
formulating its entire organization-|e€very unemployed gr the | the “disruptive action which led to
al set-up. vir lly defunct Cour The or. | the breaking up of the meeting
Even today, when the M.E 8. has | 2anization claims 12,000 member alled by the Socialist Party in
. g " o Madison Square Garden on Febrt
decided to take in the production |'n 34 locals Msd . “ ”111\ '('l den an Wy I,‘ )
workers, it has not proceeded to Unions are being urged to organ “‘r\ 1"' The letter was printed in
their organization ‘with the same|!%¢ unemployed sections The | th¢ New Ma ' 8 with the oustom-
drive that it put in the tool and die | Joint Council of jers has done | aT¥ “exposure” attacking the pro s
campaign. This does not mean that|this; and the organized unem.|‘estants as “revolutionary I—_— Tri-county B K
gogue ri-county Bo: 18 ¢
the M.E.S. will not finally be a fac-| Ployed iurriers constitute a local """“3 merly A\] v e ¢ g
tor. It merely indicates that the A.|of the Workers Unemployed Union The New Masses deigned only t8| . = = ° ¢ P
v 2 y ympi y at
F. of L. at present, despite the dis Other locals are the Association of |answer John Dos Passos. What was PR “
. . , i e 4 * ous open sho hat com 1
trust in that body in Detroit, has | Unemployed College Alumni and said to him when summarized | pe oy B A T
got into the lead in the ¢ n- | the Association of Unemployed Sin- | amounted to, “Now, Comrade, be- . 5, 5 S l‘ o
g b sylvanis summer
dustry here. ’1'1“ Women, which are represented | have yourself” As for the others, v smrasdogss Summer an un
The Hudson Motor employes|on the Central Executive Commit they were swept ruthlessly aside. < '“‘:J lé : «frmulzml :1|
were originally attached in large | tee on the same basis as geogra | “Mo of them,” shouts the New "””;‘ i\“\u AN S paten
part to the Auto Workers Indus-|Phic units, | Mas in obvious desperation, “are ”] \l‘ {1 ‘ 1‘ : :nm[\] bt
- m 4 ! o T ta | conasaln Bos R A S 2 irough the relief boare terrorized
2 ni v , .| The main struggle at present is | generals yearning for armies, lead-|
trial Union, "Communist-controlled. the unemployed and cut them off

Last year they went over almost
in a body to the A, F. of L., partly
because of hope that this more “re-
organization could se-
cure more results from the N.R.A.i
and partly out of disgust with the |
tactics of the Communists,

Across the way from the ]lwlsnn‘
plant lies the giant Chrysler auto|
works, with the tightest controlled |
company union in the country. Im-
mediately to the left is the Conti-
nental Motors plant, with another
company union. In the background
is the main Briggs plant, where
the big 1931 strike took place and
where discontent is already rife. A
walk-out at Hudson’'s might be the
spark that would set off all these
great auto works.

A. F. of L.
Playing NRA Game

The A. F. of L. is playing the
game which the N.R.A. is making
increasingly popular among unions.
With production up, the chances of
strike success are great. But cau-
tion dictates that a more practical
unfon “victory” can be secured
from N.R.A. conferences. The A. F.
of L. hopes thereby, with shop com-
mittees functioning, to win recogni-
tion without a battle. They believe
that by that means they can also
secure the re-hiring of men dis-|
charged for union activity, and win
some reforms in the manufacturerd”
written code.

The disgust with present condi-
tions, which caused the walk-outs
recently in Kenosha and Toledo,
may make the workers restless at
the slow A. F. of L. program. A
great generai auto strike is still on
the agenda of action for the auto
workers. The next month or two
may see such a move on a big scale
in this great basic industry.

Build the American

| insurance;

Workers Party!

to make cash relief mandatory; for
and federal unemployment
and for relief
tion at labor bureaus controlled by |
the workers

Headquarters are at 22 East 22d

state

| Street

S e
Local Union Reinstates 1
G. Allard to Membership

(Special to Labor Action) |
I11.—A confirmation |

GILLESPIE,
of the position of the militant
group of the Progressive Miners
of America was evident when Lo-
cal Union 34, of this mining town,
reinstated Gerry Allard, former
editor of the “Progressive Miner”

and now editor of the “Fighting
Miner,” to membership in the or-
ganization. Allard had previously

been suspended for six months be-
cause of his sharp eriticism and
fight against the reactionary shift
in the new Illinois Miners Union.

The fight of the Left Wing group
has converted many rank and file
members in both the union and
the Women's Auxiliary. Although |
many Progressive rank and file
members have been removed from

| cal
distribu- |

important positions because of
their Left Wing affiliations, the |

Pearcy-Keck group has temporar-|

fly ceased its campaign of expul-
sions.

S

BIRCHMAN JOINS AWP

FT. WAYNE, Ind—The unem-
ployed league movement and tbe
AWP are both making progress In
Northern Indiana. Robert L. Blrch

{1y shown by the Madison Sq. Gar-

| tellectuals,

man, a prominent member of the |

local league and active throughout
this section of the state and
gsouthern Michigan, has joined t

AWP. The unemployed leagues nre’w
continuing their campaign to form |m
a state league, such as have been | out

80 successful in other states.

in | who have decided not merely to
he | complain at but to change society,

ers minus experience, minus politi-
knowledge, minus integrity,
minus even the humility to be will-
ing to pass through an apprentice
ship to gain the qualifications of
leadership.”
The letter
incited by

claimed that the riot,
the Communist Party,
become “a disaster of national
scope in the struggle for unity,”
and points out that a meeting
called to honor the heroic struggle
of the Austrian workers against the |
forces of bloody Fascism, which|
ended in riotous turmoil, bodes ill
for the future of effective united ac-
tion in the American revolutionary
labor movement. |
The letter criticizes the “Social-
ist leadership in Austria and in the
United States,” yet asserts that|
“this does not diminish the culpa-|
bility and shame of the Commum
ists, heir disconcerting booing
and velling was disorderly and pro-
vocative in the extreme and belied
their cries of ‘Unity’ and ‘United
Front. The result was the disrup-
tion of working-class action in sup-
port of the Austrian workers.”
This open letter coincides with |
the publication in the Modern|
Monthly by the American Workers
>arty of an “Open Letter to Ameri-
can Intellectuals” which contains
both an explanation of the re
trogressive role of the Socialist
and Communist Parties as so vivid-

has

den fiasco, and an appeal to all in-
technicians, whité col
lar workers and professionals to
join and help in the building of the
| American Workers Party.

“We pall upon you, as well as all
other workers who are no longer
willing to suffer needless injustice,

relief

Threaten to Picket
State Capital

Kelsey stated that he was unable

to meet the mands, which in-
cluded increase in general relief,
representation of unemployed on
Tri-county relief board, and aboli-
tion of the “6-week plan” for work-
ers laid off from CWA projects
Thereupon, the body decided to|
take its case to Harrisburg. Gov-

| ernor Pinchot and the state emer-

gency relief board have been wired,
with a demand for a hearing.
Should the Governor and the board
fail to act on this demand, the
state league plans to throw a picket
(Continued on page 2)

FLASHES

NEW LEAGUES FORMED
(Special to Lab Lon
PRINGIELD, 1
al
CWA WORKER POISONED
X I *

NRA Crities’ Field Day
Turned Into Boost F.1).
Meet |3)' Boss Lackevs

St. Louis Workers
Push Fight On
Police Brutality

A.W. P. Quits
Fake Anti-War
“United Front™
League Agamst War Re-

fuses to Condemn Dis-

ruptive Tactics

at it would
ont effort for
1 practice 1:‘,4'
ptetty much

18 have

so-called united
fronts. Consequently, in spite of
splendid work done by some in
dividuals and groups, no 1uass
movement against war and Fascism

The mass of work
has

has developed
in the
not been touched

(Continued on page 2)

ers even trade unions

(}n\"t\\’m'k('rﬂ:
WinFightFor
39 llnur\\ eek

Militant Rank-and-File
Wins Struggle Despite
Federation Misleader

of the NRA

ceded to the

lodge and promised a 39 hour week
Babcock changed his tune and
hailed the victory as a piece of
fine work,” believing apparently
that the credit would thus go to
him

of most
engage

In face of the hesitancy

government employees to

in any activity remotely rv-sombltnp
a strike, this victory consequently
was a double one, over officials and
| government bosses, for the more

militant section of the NRA lodge
members

HE Government has illln()ll"(‘(‘dj
that all CWA work will stop

on or before March 30. of |
the CWA projects will be continued
under local and state agencies; but§
the great majority of CWA work-|
ers wiil be either iurned back to|
the harsh mercies of the relief rolle,
or out into the street to wait forf
the mythical “upturn in employ-|
ment” or the fishy new “work re-|
lief” scheme. |
All workers know how inadequate |
the CWA program has been. They
know the inefficiency, graft, dis-|
erimination, Jim Crowism that have |
been part of it from the beginning. |

Some

e call upon all the forces deter
ined to build a new social order |
of the ruilns of the oid, to
| unite.”

But it has at least given a few|
| million men and women a thnnrn‘
| to have half-way decent jobs nnd
| wages which are paid in money,

@

;p:n'«ul with what workers in

however little that money

country ought to be getting.

is com-
this

To CWA, CWS, and All Relief Project
Workers, and To Al Unemployed

of money, means
“investigations”,

of reliet

vouchers instead
home
lowering

humiliating

and a general

The ending of CWA means going | payments.

back to payment of relief in food

CWA Workers in N.Y.C.

Steps toward a city-wide de-

monsiration on March 30 are
already being taken. AWP
members and sympathizers

should bring forward plans for
the demonstration in the mass
organizaticns, unions, and as
sociations. Further information
can be secured from the Na-

tional Office of the American
Workers Party, 112 East 19th
Street.

The relief workers and the unem
| ployed can stop the new plan and

| can force continuance of the civil
|wnrka program and raising of re-
lief payments in way
by immediate, determined, fighting
| mass demonstrations and protests
'throuqhout the country.
The activities should be pointed
| toward a nation-wide demonstra-

only one

tion on March 30, the day the (‘WA‘

ends.

We call on all CWA, relief, and |
| unemployed workers to take Im-
| medlate action In the mass organi-

| of the Wa

Wages and Hours in Codes
Seceored
Workers

On The Road tu Fascism

by

Codes Force Big Price Rise
And Defective Goods

On Consumers

©d was not

How Make It
War
How ecould it have

Wel SUSjy

been made
t it would have
bright young
numerous
epartments had drag-
t of the NRA alpha-
1 to stand up
» the Gen-

ral’s

1 and

era parti ly if the

¥ happened to know

ab the history of

an cartels and their histori-

¢ elation to fascism. He would

have particularized where Bob

Minor generalized; he would have

got the General sore and that
would have been war.

By this time even a percentage

iington brain trust are

prepared to admit that the NRA
“operation” is nothing but a clumse
ily conducted attempt at carteliza.

{ tion. Is this
certainly is,
against the
[ to

war or isn't it? It
and moreover it is war
American workers, war
lower the standard of living,
| war to validate and defend the
vested interests of capitalism.

They Are
Scared

I think General Johnson was
quite sincere in wanting to hear
criticlsm. He, which means the ad-
ministration, is scared. They're
afraid the patient will die on the
1 operating table and they have good
| reason for this fear, because the
greedy butchers who have been
writing the codes have certainly
done a fantastically bloodthirsty
job,

Take building materials. As a re-
sult of the various price fixing pro-
visions written into the codes, the
prices of building materials rose
variously from 40 per cent to 280
per cent between May 1933 and
lJan 1934. Result: the promising
'huu:u of building operations went
{out like a light as soon as these
‘un.n-q went into effect; houses are

1ut|onl. leagues, and assoclations, | standing half completed all over

iand to drive forward to a decisive | i1 country; Federal,

| March 30 demonstration.

State, and
(Continued on page 2)
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LABOR ACTION

NRA Crities’
Field Day Is

Fine Farce

Price Rises and Wage Cuts |

Show New Deal
Bankruptey

(Continued from Page 1)
municipal ng
beginning to gang up and talk up.
What they say i about as hot
as what Minor said and much more
specific. They say, in private, and
some of them in publie, that the
NRA 1is the outrage
that has be
ican people

A Damned
Outrage

Prices, wages and

purchas agents are

just

damnedest

put over on the Amer

theoretica ind I

control points of the NRA pera
tion.” Prices have been boosted
in many commedit above the
1926 level; wage through the sev.

rnment, indus
chiselling and
where they

eral vurieties of gove
trial, and AF. of L.

lickspittling are about

were before the NRA started. What
counts is buyi power in the
hands of the workers and that is

pregisely what is lacking.

One of the bright the
field day was Meyer Parodneck's
tilt with the General at the hearing
on prices, Parodneck, who stands
about five feet high and looks like
a High sophomore, repre
sented the Emergency Conference
of Consumer Organizations. He
pointed out that the dollar volume
of chain sales 13 per
cent from April to December of
last year, while the average price

pots of
spots of

School

store rose

of food and clothing combined rose |

22 per cent; hence the quantity of

goods sold declined about 8 per
cent.
“The buyer’'s strike is on,” de-

clared Parodneck. “Only the trans-
fer of power from big business
which throtties recovery to the
people will stop it . . . complete
shakeup of the NRA high command
is necessary if tha people of the
United States are to get a fair
deal.”

Parodneck started to name
names and the General objectied to
personalities. “Very well” said
Parodneck, “I don’t need to specify
let's say all your deputies.”

Who the Hell Cares
For Standards?

Take staudards, without which
prices mean nothing. The writer
attended the Copeland Bill hear-
ings and watched the assembled
food men, drug men, cosmeticians
and ad men fight every attempt to
put the standards clause back in
that sadly chiselled bill
Arthur Kallett do a good clean job
of socking these gentry and had a
little fun himself by reading Thor-
stein Veblen's definition of adver-
tising technique into the record of
the hearings; also by testifying as
a former copy writer that Veblen
was right.

Last Wednesday Robert Brady,
who is running the standards sec-
tion of the Consumer's Advisory
Board, told the American Soclety
for Testing Materials in Philadel-
phia that in the first 220 codes only
about 70 have anything to do with
standards, grading and labelling
Most of these clauses are absolute-
ly worthless from the point of view
of the consuming interests. In
some cases they are so vague that
they permit anything and condone
everything, In some cases they are
positively vicious in that they may
be used covertly for price fixing
purposes and even practically com-
pel the lowering of quality

And you ought to have heard the
way the retailers roared about the
way the manufacturers are chisel-
ling quality under protection of the

codes! Irving C. Fox of the Na-
tional Retail Dry Goods Associa-
tion declared that within a week

or two after the codes went into
effect with clauses limiting the re-
turn privilege to five days, the
quality of merchandise dropped
sharply. One retailer received a
shipment of 50 dozen black gloves.
He sold three dozen Saturday and
Py Wednesday the three dozen
were back because the gloves had
turned green when wet. The re.
tailer was stuck; the manufacturer
said the code wouldn’t permit him
to accept returns. Another retaller
tried to return a defective ship-
ment of dresses and received the
same answer. He refused to pay,
was promptly blacklisted, and was
forced to send his check in order
to get any more dresses anywhere,
of any quality.

It's a sweet picture and the fleld
day produced enough l!ike it to
cover the walls of Rockefeller cen-
ter. Obviously the Big Business
Babbitry are making a rotten job of
cartelization. The Labor Advisory
Board and the Consumer's Advis-
ory Board are being jazzed up and
given maybe a little more power
#0 that they can force these
greedy dumbbells to de a better
job, Watch and wait, comrade.
You know what wil happen any-
way. Tafls they win, heads you
lose.

He heard |

Worker Receives A 30 Cent Salary
As Co. Makes A Million in Profit

(Speclal to Labor Action)

| sal-Atlas Cement Company which
| declared in the third year of the
totalling

the

Depression a net profit

more than a million dollars is
the

of

Pay-Check repro

recipient
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him alive. What Farber's actual

of Pennsylvania do not exceed $5
| per week. Subtract $10 from Far-
her's pay check for two weeks and
it appears that he made $13.30 or
$6.65 per week
the cement

industry provides for

s A A 3 S
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duced below. The check was Is-
sued in payment of two-weeks
work at this “New Deal” Plant.!
Farber is a cement-packer who

recently joined the Northampton
branch of the Unemployed League
f Northampton Tounty.

Farbar receives a food order
from the Emergency Relief Board
district. By arrangement
with this obliging cement company
the Relief Board by the “check-
!off” method takes whatever por-
tion of Farber’'s salary it thinks
sufficient to repay it for keeping

of this

a minimum wage of $13.00 per
week
L.ast year the Universal-Atlas

Cement Company declared that it
had made a net profit of more than
a million dollars. No one knows,
of course, what the company really
made, but those who have been in
the cement town of Northampton
and have seen the drab, rotting,
ramshackle company honses and
the tattered,
occupants of these Louses are able
%o make a good guess at the com-
pany’'s profits

The code covering |

SN PLANT. NORTHAMPTON, PA

niversal Attas Coment Co,

FACERS OF vIn WA S ket B ARy

underfed, devitalized |

|
| There were more than 800 work-

NORTHAMPTON, Pa. — Joseph | pay should have been was not réivrn present at a meeting of the|
| Farbe r, an employe of the Univer-| vealed, but food-orders in this part| Unemployed League here, where |

| this Pay-Check was brought to|
light and secured by officers of |

| the Pennsylvania Unemployed |

| League. The League has a mem: |
bership of 1,300 and is growing

[ rapidly. Most of these workers |

OUL Fights
Arbitrary
CWA Rule

Miltant Action Forces Many
Concessions Fr om
Relief Commission

COLUMBUS, OHIO. Constant |

pressure exerted by committees of |

. ¥, £

the cement industry,|
the shirt and clothing
which won the right to|
unionize and smashed the sw('at-)
shop system last summer after u}
bitter, courageously fought battle, |
I'he reception accorded Farber's|
story was ominous. One after an-
other, workers got up and prom-|
ised an end of this sort of opprus~{
sion.

are from
some from

factories

That they were not making |
1~~mp(,\‘ threats, the Universal-Atlas |
Cement Company will learn in|

good time. , . .

Capitalism Uses Science To
Promote War and Hunger

- >~
By 0. R. FUSS |ing machine which has already
save » Gove e @ ) -
Scientists the world over are iwved the Government ..Llom $4 |
" 000,000. And most of his fellow-
still debating the suggestion of a| . £ |
| workers were eoiting about the

Bishop of the Church of England
that science take a five year holi-
day so that social adjustment may
be able to catch up with its discov-
At a meeting of the Ameri-
can Institute of Physics, R. A. Mil-
likan, Nobel prize winner and K. T.
| Compton, presideat of M.LT. at-
| tacked this point of view and de-
nled that science created unem-
ployment or was in any way re-
sponsible for the depression.

But none of the assembled scien-
tists attempted to show the discrep-
ancy hetween the goals of science
and the present economic system.
Judging by government appropria-
tions scientific research costs each
American individual thirty cents a

eries

year, BEach taxpayer gets in re-
turn about $150 with the capital-

| ists taking the major part of bene-

fits. Methods of salvaging waste
{and surplus citrus fruits, for in-
stance, developed by government
scientists have. increased the in-
come of California citrus growers
by $7,000,000.

But workers protesting a 12'4¢
an hour wage in citrus orchards
are slugged and terrorized, while a
Civil Liberties Union attorney at-
tempting to safeguard for them the
right of free speech is kidnapped

| and beaten. (See the last issue of
Labor Action.)
Dorset, a government scientist,

discovered a serum which controls
hog cholera, while his colleague,
Ransom, developed a swine sanita-
tion system; both, thus saving the
swine industry millions of dollars
every year.

But the government kills sows
and their Jitters throwing them
into the rivers in order to send the
|price of hogs up on the d&pen
| market.

Orton developes a wilt-registant
cotton, and Cook's work is such
that cotton production efliciency
improves immeasurably,

But the political facade of the
present economic system working
through Wallace, the Secretary of
Agriculture, plows up cotton flelds
and limjts the amount that may
be grown as the only way to In.
sure profits under the capitalistic
system,

What does the scientist get out

|
|
|
|

$1,800 a year, invented a calculat-

BOYCOTT THREAT DISOLVES
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

that organization to disband.

Recently the chamber was told
by the Central Labor Council that
its reactionary tendencies would be
met by a boycott of firms retaining
membership.

A comnittee named by the cham-
ber found the workers were solidly
organized, declared that the cham-
ber's poiicies were out of tune with
the times, and suggested that the
only way to regain lubor’s favors
was to dissolve.

’Ir

same wages while they were find-
ing methods of saving the capital-
istic owners of industry millions of
dollars.

the visitor from Mars to
whose impartiality we are wont to
| appeal made his appearance he
Ewuu:d stand amazed at the manner
| in which the present economic sys-
[tem performs its wonders. He
might expect scientific appropria-
tions to be increased since they
aid private industry so well. In-
stead they are the first to be de-
creased, Wallace dropping scien-
tific experts to save money for his
department.

One might tell the visitor that
appropriations are cut so that the
budget may be balanced; other-
wise private individuals who own
the wealth of the country will not
enter the capital market and set
business going.

But if eyes strayed to the ap-
propriations foi the Navy Depart-
ment, the Vinson bill with about
half billion dollars to be wasted
on 100 new ships would have to
be explained on other grounds than
budget balancing. The budget does
not enter when it is a question of
protecting and exploiting imperial-
istic ventures.

Workers do not quarrel
sclence. They quarrel with the
uses to which it is put by the capi-
talistic system. Whereas in a
workers’ republic it could give lei-
sure, here it gives unemployment;
instead of workers obtaining an
increased purchasing power all the
| profit goes to the capitalistic own-
| ers; for raising the cultural stan-
| dards of workers, the capitalistic
!a}‘sn-m chooses instead gas, bombs,
and bullets to kill workers in the
| defense of their profits,

“ Capitalism, not science,
}mo!el starvation and death.
| v

|l’ENNA. U. L. FORCES

| STATE RELIEF PROBE
| ———

|

pro-

(Comtinued from Page 1)
| line around the state capitol and
compel action.

A minimum wage ot §1 per hour,
| $30 per week, is one of the chief

| of the PUL for CWA workers.

| Since the state convention, the
1 PUL has been rapidly extending its
| organization Anthony Ramuglia,
| President of the National Unem-
| ployed League, has been active in

SHAMOKIN, PA. — Pressure of | the leadership of the strike and has |
working class opinion agalnst (ha{’ also bheen engaged in organizatiof |
anti-union policies of the ShamokM | extension work. A new and mlll-l
Chamber of Commerce has caused | tant league has been cstablished in |

| Easton, County seat of Northamp-
| ton County, and other leagues have
| also sprung up in other sections.
The first county meeting of the
Allegheny County Unemployed
| League was held in Pittsburgh on
| March 3. Frank Irvin, of the PUL
state committee, was elected chair
man of the county organization.
| A fighting program for following
| up the vigorous demonstration of
the Bast Liberty local was adopted,
and will be carried into effect.

with |

|

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

Streetcar motorman in Astoria, |
N. Y., clanged his bell during 2-|
minute Armistice Day silence; or-|
dered from car by detectives and
forced to stand at attention. i

. . x

: M . |
Interned Germans buried in Colo-

rado government cemetery; laid |
among American soldiers in “hal-
lowed ground held sacred by the
American Legion”; threatened with |
removal through agitation by ai

U. 8. veterans' group. |
LR R |

Editor in Germany deplored giv-
ing tin soldiers to small boys; fined |
$125. |
| - e . |

Finnish editor in Canada com-|
pared comforts surrounding King|
George during his illness with con-
| dition of working class; penulized‘

by heavy fine or long jail sentence |
| for “most inhumane act.”
’ L . .

| Any British soldier in India |
| singing Onward Christian Soldiers |
| liable, under the former viceroy, to
punishment because hymn says:
“Thrones and crowns may perish.”

'A. W. P. Quits
-~ C. P. Anti-War
“United Front”

(Continued from Page 1)

Not sure that it could accomplish
its purpose through the League, the
Communist Party has on important
occasions sabotaged its work.

J. B. Matthews, immediately after
the Madison Square Garden inci-
dent, resigned as president of the
League Against War and Fascism.
The League for Industrial Democ-
racy and the War Resisters have
also withdrawn. There is really
nothing left of the League except
the Communists.

Action is being taken by the
AWP with regard to another
“united front” effort, namely, the

| Committee to Aid the Victims of
| German Fascism of which A. J,
i Muste has been the National Chair-
| man. Evidence has been submitted
| by comrades who have visited
| Burope recently that funds col-
lected by the Committee are used
exclusively for Communist Party
| victims and denied to victims be-

| menta

| Obviously

| student

longing to other political groups.
The AWP is presenting a memoran-
dum on these and other alleged
| abuses to the Committee to Aid the

of it? B. G. Fisher, working for | !'oms In the immediate program|victims of German Fascism and

will withdraw all support from the |

Committee if the charges are not
| promptly and satisfactorily met.

[ “In taking these steps,” says A. J.
:Musm “we are not in any sense
expressing approval of the Social-
ist Party policies and tactics in
Austria, the United States or any-
where else. Above all, we call upon
the workers to intensify the strug-
! gle against all Fascist and reaction.
‘nr)- tendencies and against the war
measures of our own and other gov-
| ernments. The wrecking of inade-
| quate organizations as a result of
| insane C.P. tactics must lead to
| the building of sound organizations
|to deal with the twin danger of
Fascism and War.”

Subscribe to
Labor Action Now!

the Ohio Unemployed League broke

| down arbitrary “unbreakable” rules

of the Franklin County Relief Com- |
forced
recognize the League officially and
to reorganize in order that griev

mission, the authorities to

On Jan. 31, the County Relief
Commission ruled that no supple-
aid would be granted CWA
workers, even though the theoreti-|
cal $12 per week wage was inade |
quate for mere sabsistence. But in-|
clement weather during the month |
of February reduced pay checks to
amounts as low as §$3 per week.
supplemen food and
coal orders were necessary to pre-|
vent freezing and starvation. Work- |

wry

| ers realiced that in most cases they

had been better off on straight re-

lief.

"Unbreakable"

Rule Broken |
On Feb. 16 a group of 21 CWA |

workers from Trurc Township, to-|

gether with the Franklin County |

Unemployed League grievance com-

mittee, stormed the county relief

Faced by Crisis
Students Try to |
Unite Movement|

have rm‘(‘ntl_v'
York City to

Several meetings
been held in New
answer the growing interest of stu-
dents in the AWP. Both general|
questions of the party's program |

| ances may be more efliciently .uul“""”““'l‘
| speedily taken care of

| would not have them arrested.

offices and refused to leave until
all the families represented had se-
cured food and coal orders. Seeing
the temper of the men, Major Will-
iam Hartsough, County Relief D}
rector, decided to break the “un-
breakable” rule and granted order |
to all,

Word of this spread quickly
throughout the County. For the
next ten days the relief offices |

were swamped with work as town- |
ship after township demanded sup-
plementary relief. On several oc-|
casions case workers remained un-
til after 6 P. M. writing orders.
Hartsough was becoming desper-
ate,

On March 2, 27 men from Jack-

son Township demanded supple-
mentary aid. They waited in the
hot, stuffy office all day. At §
o'clock some had not been cared

for, others had been refused their
Hartsough ordered the

entire group to leave the building.
Hereafter the office would be
closed promptly at 4:30, he said,

No matter if women and children
were hungry and cold.

Miss Dunn
Fumes
The men leave until
all needs had been satisfied, They
pointed out that only 30 minutes
would be required to write the de-

refused to

sired orders. But Hartsough was
idamant. He again ordered the|
men to leave. Miss Dunn, one of
| his social workers, applied more

direct tactics
attempted

She raged and fumed,
to push people through
the door and even struck a com-
mittee member. When Hartsough
realized that the men were deter-
mined to stay, he called the police. |
Eight officers responded. Stili the
people refused to budge. Fearing|
unfavorable publicity, Hartsough |
In- |
he placed the police in
charge of the office while he and
his cohorts slipped out to supper. |
The men from Jackson decided
to besiege the office all night even
though the police were on guard. |
But at 9 o’clock, realizing that their
case worker had escaped by the
back stairway, they decided that
further waiting was useless.

"Madhouse of

stead,

and the speclal problems of the (nemciency"

movement have been dis-

cussed. These meetings will

membership in the near future. |

The students point out that their |
movement is at present faced with
a crisis. The militant students are |
divided between the Student |
League for Industrial Democracy |
and the National Student T.eague, |
The leadership of the N. S. L. is in|
the hands of the Young Communist |
League, and thereby controlled by |
the Communist Party. As in a"i
groups so controlled, the leader-
ship calls loudly for unity in words,
and disrupts on every occasion in|
action. Even within the N, S. L., |
the major part of their efforts goes
to keeping control rather than to
building the student movement.

The Y. C. L. disruption has go
antagonized the leadership of the
Student L. I. D.—which is Socialist
Party and Young Peoples’ Socialist
League—that they are now reject.
ing all plans for unity. Further-
more, they openly declare that (Leir
chief purpose in supporting the Stu-
dent L. I. D. is to draw members
to the S.P.

The students are beginning to see
that the only basis for unity in the
student movement is to destroy this
political sectarianism and to fight
for a principled, democratic organi-
zatlon controlled by the mass of
the progressive, militant, and revo-
lutionary  students themselves.
They see, furthermore, that unity
in the militant student movement is
the only way in which the growth
of a fascist student movement will
be stopped.

The AWP stands for unity on
this basis, and urges its student
memberd and sympathizers to work
actively on these lines within their
schools and colleges.

Students who wish to learn more
about the AWP's activities are
urged to visit or write to the Na-
tional Office.
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Because of the breakdown of the |

be| CWA, the relief offices of the city

continued, and there is a good pros- | of Columbus were equally demoral- | Pparent
I

pect for building a strong studonl! ized,

City relief under the super-|
vision of C. F. Lender has never |
functioned properly. A state in-|
vestigating committee recently re-|
ported that Lender’'s office was a|
“madhouse of inefficiency.” |

The Ohio Unemployed League,|
represented by Bill Truax, Arnold
Johnson and Marion Wilson, presi-|
dent, secretary and chairman nf!
Franklin County grievance commit- |
tee respectively protested to the|
Ohio Relief Commission regarding |
the treatment of the Jackson Town- |
ship men. These conferences re-
sulted in the official recognition of
the League and in the foriulation
of methods for handling grievances
more efficiently. The Columbus
City Relief Commission was abol-
ished entirely and all relief placed
under the supervision of the County
Relief Commission.

SIS —
DELLA GUARDIA ELECTED
NEW YORK.—Elections in Local

38, LL.G.W.U., were marked by the
number ruled off the ballot. Only
two left-wingers were permitted to
run; one a CP supporter; the,
other, Dalla Guardia, active AWP-
er, seeking reelection to the Ex-
ecutive Committee. Both were
elected,

The Workers® Struggle
,For Power

PARIS COMMUNE
ANNIVERSARY

SIDNEY HOOK
SELMAR SCHOCKEN
A. J. MUSTE
LOUIS F. BUDENZ, Chairman

Saturday:March 17

at 8§ P. M.

112 East 19th Street
15 CENTS

v
Auspices
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| proved a

e By KARL LORE e

The Federal
Union Issue

Last January, representatives au-
thorized to speak for about 100 Fed-
eral Labor Unions of the American

| Federation of Labor, met in Wash-

ington to organize against any ef-
fort to split their ranks into craft
divisions. The Federal Unions had
been the chief organizing instru-
ment usged by the A. F, of L. in the
basic non-union industries, They
were directly afliliated to the Fed-
eration and were industrially con-
structed as they took in all work-
ers in a particular shop or mill,

In numerous instances, attempts
had been made to divide up these
industrial organizations and appor-
tion the members among the craft
unions. A committes of the Federal
Unions saw Frank Morrison, secre-
tary of the A.F. of L.

“The executive council realizes,”
they were told, “that not only the
organizations you represent, but
ALL of the Federal Unions want
to keep their present form of organ-
ization. You can be sure that we
will take that into account.

The next day a conference of the
presidents of all the International
Unions of the Federation was held.
This conference unanimously ap-
resolution which was a
masterpiece of evasion of the ques-
tion, Introduction by a committee
headed by the slick Matty Woll, it
talked about the nec ity for
keeping up the jurisdictional rights
of the craft Internationals, while on
the other hand recommending that
the executive council of the A.F. of
L. should have the greatest latitude

in chartering Federal Labor
Unions,
“The American Federation of

Labor,” it continued, “does not de-
sire to dictate the form of organ-
ization that shall prevail among
wage earners. Its policy has been
that of encouraging whatever form

| of organization in any trade, call-

ing or industry seems best to meet
the situation and the requirements
of the workers.”

To all honest militants it was
that the resolution was
contradictory and that no hope ot
Federal Union organization was
possible if the craft unions were
to retain thoir jurisdictional rights,
In a good many places, however,
this was interpreted to mean that
the Federation was going to recog-

| nize the need for industrial union-

sm. The Socialist “New Leader”
for example came out with a lvud
editorial whoopee because the
Federation had decided to “sub-
ordinate jurisdictional claims to
organization needs.”

The big shops of the A.F. of L.
were looking for an easy way out.
They feared a mass break-away as
a result of an open declaration
against industrial unionism at that
time. They hoped that it would
be possible later to pick off the in-
surgents one by one. The fact that
no continuing organization result-
#d from the Washington Confer-
ence of the Federal Union played
into their hands. Had such an or-
ganization been formed to under-
take the job of rallying support on
a national basis against the split-
ting tactics of the Federation offi-
cialdom much might have been ac-
complished,

Now the executive board feels
safe in coming out into the open
a little more. In a letter sent by
William Green to all organizers
and representatives of the A.F. of
I.. he cautions them against allow-
ing Federal Unions to take in any
worker who is covered by the juris-
diction of a craft International,
and emphasises that “only those
who are ineligible to membership
in National and International
Unions should be organized into
Federal Labor Unions.” This obvi-
ously, if carried out makes indus-
trial unionism impossible. In every
shop or mill a large percentage of
the workers are included in some
craft jurisdiction.

The workers of the American
Federation of Labor themselves
must give the answer. In both the
Federal Unions and in the ecraft
organizations they must organize
to defeat the attempt to divide
their ranks and to weaken the
strength of their organizations.
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writers and artists were recently

19 aliens who are to be deported....

Shades of Aristotieian logic!

The wings are the wings of the eagle, but the feet are the feet of—

misery now, and get it over with.
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ROOSEVELT'S FIRST YEAR
NHE first year of the Roosevelt regime which
has just come to a close advanced the cause
of the revolution in the United States. But not in
the way Roosevelt and his admirers think
There has been no fundamental improvement in
the economic situation. The volume of industrial

production has increased by more than the usual

amount in the past few weeks according to the
Federal Reserve Board
A. F. of L. fizures show, unemployment was in-
creasing. Between December and January 921,000
persons lost their jobs. The same old story of more
output with fewer workers.

According to the very conservative A, F. of L.

But at the same time, the |

estimates, at the end of January 11,690,000 persons |

were unabie to find work in “normal industrial
production.” This is only about two million better
than a year ago. JThe New Deal has only scratched
the surface of the unemployment problem.

Workers' still falling short the
increase in living costs. Workers' average weekly
income in January was only per cent higher
than when F. D. R. took office but food prices have
risen 16.7 per cent and clothing and furnishings
in department stores 27.5 per cent.

The Retail Code Authority of New York protests

incomes are of

[

that With prices thus outrunning purchasing power, |

physical volume of sales is below last year.

Meanwhile C.W.A. is being liquidated and the

vague relief measures proposed in its place are to |

provida $7.20 a week wages in cities!

It is admitted that company unionism has flour-
ished under NRA and that the biz steel and autos
mobile magnates have so far defied the NRA collec-
tive bargaining provisions,

The National City Bank of N. Y. reports, however,
that 810 industrial corporations made a profit of 440
millions under Roosevelt in 1933 as compared to a
net loss of 45 million under Hoover in 1932,

The munitions makers are also in clover as the

Vinson bill for a seven year naval building program |

of $750,000,000 passes Congress with administrative
approval.

Little wonder that the Second Year had to begin |

with one of Hugh Johnson's big NRA circuses in

Washington, that the President himself had to make |

his “longest speech yet” in defence of the NRA,
and that great talk about shorter hours, “cracking
down” on the big fellows, and putting teeth in the
NRA is poured out in the press and over the radio,
while behind the scenes in Washington the real
experts groan at the hollowness of it all!

The political development of the U. S. and the
political education of its masses have, however, been
advanced in the process.

Roosevelt has sounded the death-knell of old com- ,

petitive, laissez-faire capitalism, He has made it
clear that we live in an era of collectivism.

He has exploded the ideas of “old-fashioned Jemoc-
racy.” He has more power today than any President
in peace or war has ever had.

He has encouraged a psychology of experimenta-
tion and activism, the idea that “something has got
to be done about it.” That appeals to something very
deep in the American soul. It is responsible for the
unprecedented popularity of the regime

That popularity will last as long as the masses
think the Roosevelt program may
When ghey cease to think so, Roosevelt will become
the most unpopular president in American history.
And the masses will go right on and “do something
about it” themselves,

Finally, Roosevelt has concentrated all eyes on
Washington. He has made it clear that there is the
seat of power, that what matters most to the people
{s who sits in that seat and what he does. That
lesson needed to be learned. Some day the revolu-
tionary workers will take state power, They will
put their own revolutionary party in that seat.

Then they will have a real New Deal. They will
have plenty of everything instead of the doles, the

bring results. |

five or ten or fifteen dollars a week wages of CWA |

or NRA, the subsistence farming and the prepara-
tions for another war, which the first year of the
Roosevelt administration have brought.

THE AUTO WORKERS' BIG SHOW-DOWN

UTO workers begin again to show revolt. Strikes |

and rumors of strikes affect every large center.
Detroit, the capital of this basic Industry, feels the
pressure. Omly the loyal cooperation of the National
Labor Board with the Automobile Chamber of Com
merce and the General Motors Co, has held up a big
walk-out there. “Hearings” will be on within the
coming week.

The government again appears In its role of de-
ceiving and balking the workers. Delay plays Into
the hands of the big manufacturers. At the present
time, the automobile industry claims that it has the
largest number of unfilled orders In four years.
When production iz up, as it is now, that is the
time for the workers to act and to act vigorously.

The unorganized and company-unionized condition
of the automobdile industry has contributed as much
as anything to the weakness of the labor movement
in the United States. It has also furnished the lead-
ing example of those capitalistic practices which
have put millio.s of men and women out of work
and have kept 12,000,000 workers unemployed, de-
spite “New Deal” ballyhoo. Fabulous prefits were
made in the years of so-called “prosperity,” while
real wages fell far below the march of dividends.
The General Motors Co., outstanding exponent of
company unionism and whose plants are affected by
strike movements now, has been and is the leading
profitmaking concern in the world. On the eve of
the Great Smash it declared a atock dividend equiv-
alent to 150 per cent dividend, with an extra large

- cash dividend.

Right at the present time, while keeping auto code

wage rates well below those pald on CWA projects,
. and protesting that it cannot pay better wages, the
General Motors Co, has pald out $16,000,000 in cash
and stock “to employe Investors.” For each $300 in
wvested, tnis corporation pays In the midst of the
depression, $621.52!

e

On the same day that the Hudson Motors workers
were persuaded by the A. F. of L. and the National
Board to remain at work, the General Motors an-
nounced that it was prepared to buy two large steel
gheet rolling mills—one in Cleveland and one in the
Mahoning Valley of Ohio. Simultaneously, Henry
Ford made pnhlic the contract for erection of a
continuous rolling mill at Dearborn, Mich, at a
cost o5f $30,000,000 Funds are thus available, under
automobile policy, for the erection and expansion of
plants where too many plants exist already, while
wage scales must be kept at a ludicrously low level.

This condition is bound to lead, {rom now on, to
labor explosions in the automobile industry. The
A. F. of L., while bunching its union workers in
federal unions in the United Auto Workers, still
confronts these giant corporations with craft illu-
sions. The auto workers must compel the federation
to establish a firm, permanent industrial organiza-
tion, with an end to the craft bLusiness entirely.
The further hesitancy of the A. F. of L. to act
vigorously hampers the progress of automobile or-
ganization.

But the continued thirst of the auto magnates for
profits will precipitate a situation which the A. F.
of L. itself will probably be unable to withstand.
The very essence of the profit system and the in-
flated basis on which the auto industry is grounded
demand “More and more Dividends,” The pressure
on the workers to act will thus continue. And out
of that pressure is bound to come a big show-down
in this industry.

Auto workers, see to it that there is a strong in-
dustrial organization on foot then, to be your effec-
tive medium in that crisis!

"THEIR GOVERNMENT"

l\' this issue we begin publication of a column,

“Their Government,” which will be written by
James Burnham. The column will appear regularly
each issue from now on,

“Their Goverment” will comment on and interpret
the acts and policies of the Administration in Wash-
ington. It will show what lies back of the New Deal
program

There is nothing more important for a revolution-
party to be clear about than this question of

ary

“government.” All our lives, in schools and churches, |

in speeches and radio lectures, we are taught that
the government in Washington is “our government,”
is the government “of the people, by the people, and
and for ‘(he people.”

The truth is that under capitalism, in spite of what
anyone may say or believe, the government is the
government of bankers and industrialists. The gov-
ernment always acts primarily in their interests.
Its chief duty is to preserve the capitalist system and
to prevent the workers from doing away with ecapi-
talism and setting up a new government of workers.

Under capitalism we may have what looks on the
surface like democracy. But underneath, it is and
must be a dictatorship of capitalists, of bankers and
industrialists.

The American Workers Party must make the work-
ers of the country understand this. Then it will be
clear why we must overthrow the capitalist dictator-
ship, and put in its place a real workers’ democracy.

OTHERS SAY

PATRIOTISM

It costs $25,000 to kill a soldier and most ot the
money is profit going to the manufacturer of war
supplies. This is what the ritzy magazine, Fortune,
says in its March issue in an article describing how
manufacturers of military products provoke wars,
keep them going, and profit from them.

This magazine, which can only be had by subscrib-
ing to it at $10 per year, presents facts, names and
dates. The United States, France, England, Germany,
Czecho-Slovakia fight with one another to garn the
profits of this bloody trade.

Bethlehem Steel sells “armor plerciag” ,projectiles
and “non-plerceable” armor. In 1933, Colt Patent
Firearms Co. sent out an extra dividend; they sell
machine guns,

Freanch capitalists are foremost in their efforts to
start wars. Through their Czecho-Slovakia subsidi-
ary, the armament firm Skoda, they contributed to
Hitler's campaign fund. At the same time and still
more immediately after his accession to power, their
newspapers in Paris, Le Temps and Le Journal des
Debats, used Hitler as a bogeyman to frighten the
French government into buying more armaments.

That is, if they needed to frighten the government.
Francois de Wendel, one of the hlgm-st sellers of
war ordnances is a deputy in the lower Chamber and
uses Tardien as his “front.” In Germany the family,
engaged in the same business, are called von Wen-
del, and before the war one of its members sat in the
Reichstag. They change the prefix to their name de-
pending upon whoever wins the customary war be-
tween France and Germany.

If you want to know another reason why disarma-
ment conferences are fakes, consider this. The big?
gest manufacturers of military supplies in France is
Schneider-Creusot. The president of one of the most
important banks in France owned by the Schneider
interests is a member of the French disarmament
delegation. In England, Col. A. G, C. Downey, brother
f a director of Vickers-Armstrong, is supposed to
apeak for disarmament.

During the war Germany lacked glycerin for ex-
plosives, nickel, copper, oil, and rubber for adequate
fighting. English and French capitalists suppilied
this deficiency for them. In return Germany sent
steel for barbed wire fences to France and magnetos
to England for tanks and cars. By these means capi-
talists made their profits. Schneider naively remark-
ing on the presentation of an extra dividend; “The
deferse of our country has brought us satisfaction
which cannot be ignored.”

What is the conclusion? Even this magazine for
the rich, Fortune, is compelled to remark:

“Suffice It to say, the simplest solution is to leave
the state take over all the manufacturing of muni-
tions. But to do that the state would have to take
ove: most of the essential industries of modern life.
Russia is today the only country in which there is no
‘private’ manufacture and sale of armament . , . and
has been the most consistent and the loudest advo-
cate of disarmament.”

JOIN THE AMERICAN WORKERS PARTY!
American Workers Party,
Naticnal Headquarters,
118 1. 19th St, New York City.
Comrades:

Please send me information about how to
become a member of the American Workers
Party.

Name ...ccooe0 R Y T P P
ABGPOES ... visnsioniniiisssisaresacesons .
OCCUPAION ..vovcvnsassnsensavsvsnsacsnnoncs
MY ssiirvvnpasanspasansns State .
DA ss anensnoavoinighes unnoibosveesssbrasns

HE announcement of the build-
ing of the American Workers
Party caused intense interest
among individnals and groups of all
kinds, Discussions have been go-
ing on with many of them, in s>me
instances by correspondence, in
other cases in direct conference
It is much too early to report in
detail on all the discussions which

America is the youth section. So
far as we know it is still largely a
paper organization. It is exceed-
ingly confused. It sometimes seems
to think of itself as the organiza-
tion which is actually to achieve
the revolution in the U. 8. but it
avoids entering the arena as a revo-
lutionary political party. What then
Is it?

In its printed announcement it
talks about preparing its members
| to accomplish whatever political
| and economic “changes are neces-
| sary” so that their and the people's
will “to build a New America may
be democratically expressed against
all opposition.” That sounds like
| social democracy. In Austria the
| workers under social-democratic
|

| their will “democratically” agains)

| all opposition, The result was dis-

aster.

‘ There is no specific reference to
the organized labor movement and

| its importance in the New America

have been held. That will be done | Lovestoneites, with their custom-
in due time. For the preseut cer-|ary accuracy when speaking of
tain points may profitably be| Paterson, assert.
cleared up. As for Moomey Unitc< Front ac-
"New tions, we did not keep out the C.P.
32w in 1931, The C.P. declared itself
America el o
= 2 out by greeting Tom Mooney’s ap-
From time to time something i8| ,04) for a United Front with the
heard of an organization called announcement that it already had |
New America of which Young| .o _viz the LL.D. After that we

leadership also sought to express |

Many Groups Discuss AWP Progrqm!

| ey

the A. F. of L. Where the workers
want to organize outside that body,
we will help them. Thus we are
not ashamed of having supported
the Progressive Miners of Illinois
while they were putting up a fight
against Lewisism.

We did not support the National
Textile Workers Union (Commun-
ist) in Paterson last summer as the

saw no use in licking its hoots and
worked with whatever organiza-
tions were willing to cooperate in-
cluding the S.P. In the same way
in the Spring of 1933 when the
C.P. for the moment changed its
course and worked for a United
Front while the S.P. held aloof we
were willing to work with the C.P.
in the Mooney Council of Action,
We had nothing to do with wreck-
ing that movement, which is per-
haps more than the Lovestoneites
can truthfully say.

On January 27 The Militant, or
| gan of the Communist League ut‘
| America (Opposition), the so-called |
Trotzkyists, addressed an Open|
Letter to the POC of the American |
Workers Party. The letter pointed
out that in September the Commun- |
ist Loague had issued a call fer |
the formation of a new rv\*olutinn-}
| ary party and that now the l’ins-‘i
burgh convention of the CPLA had!
issued a similar call. The League

ot therefore proposed that certain|
| program. Unions are mentioned in steps be taken to determine|
the same breath with women's| whether tho League and the AWP|
clut‘;s.. lodges and churches as re-| sould unite in building the new
vrumf\g grounds for members in| pares |
!:y::;ltu;i::ﬂu‘:::n:::).l!())ll;gdfnol:‘t!::f:“ A committee from the POC has |
| 3 “| held several meetings with a com-

| bership if they are “opposed to the
] profit system.”

| mittee from the League to disrussi

program. principles and strategy.
‘Rule by The lll:i.vuss‘inns have been rnr-F
"Leaders" ried on in a frh-ndl,\. open and |

thoroughly critical manner.

|
|

The group has a briljiant idea of

ldl\‘idinz its membership into three |

classes. The upper group consists
| of The Leaders. Only leaders can
| vote on admission of new fembers
|tu their ranks. They are thus a
self-perpetuating body. It is ex-
pected, furthermore, that a good
many of these Leaders will be men
with substantial salaries and that
out of assessments upon them most
| of the money to “run the revolu-
tion” will come.

The Farmer Labor Political Fed-
eration seems to be riding off in all
directions. Some of its alleged fol-
lowers are out to capture Republi-
can primaries, others Democratic,
although the Federation supposedly
stands for a new party to get rid
of the profit system! But we shall
have more to say about this jn a
later issue.

"Lovestoneites'
"Trotskyists'

The organ of the Communist
Party (Opposition), the “Lovestone-
ites,” for March 1 is filled as usual
with the severest criticism of the
official Communist party and of the
Communist International. But it
condemns the AW.P, for deciding
that a new and effective revolution-
ary party is needed in the United
States and that the whole interna-
tional revolutionary labor organiza-
tion is in a state of collapse and
must be reconstituted on a sound
base. The keystone of Lovestoneite
policy is to get back into the Com-
munist Party. It is a contradictory
position and not at all surprising

therefore that it fs splitting the
group.
The trade union policy of the

Lovestoneites is a mechanical sup-
port of the A. F. of L. (though not
of present policies and leadership)
in every instance and a refusal in
any case to support independent
unionism. Not having been a part
of the Communist Party at any
time, the AW.P. and C.P.LA. do
not have to bend backward and fall
over in this fashion in support of

MAINTAINING THE
"AMERICAN STANDARD"

CHICAGO--The city and county
governments in Chicago will have
to find some other way to chisel

gers off the scene this spring. Psy-
chologists at a salary of $2800 have
been laid off by the school board
and CWA has supplied other unem-
ployed psychelogists to do the same
mental testing at $1 an hour or
$1200 a year.

The Cook county hospital laid off
trained nurses on various pretexts
and took on CWA nurses at lower
wages, with the additional advan-
tage that the new nurses were paid
out of CWA federal funds instead
of by the county. In the burean of
public welfare $17 a week clerical
workers were fired and $12 a week
CWA workers taken on instead.

Adult education work, stopped by
the school board when bankers and
businesamen squealed about taxes,
was revived by CWA with teachers
paid 75c an hour instead of the
much higher pay due them accord-

wages when the federal CWA stag-

| AWP representatives have pointed |

League arose as a factional group |
within the Communist Party, their
| strategy and approach in the past
]lmw- been adapted more to thex[

negative task of attacking the line
of the CP than the positive task of
building an effective new party. A
thoroughgoing change in the ap-
proach of League members ic there-
fore necessary before they can join
in the positive task.

Much of the criticism of the
League representatives has been
concerned with the question
whether it is possible to reformu-
late Marxist revolutionary princi-
ples in the manner in which the
AWP believes to be necessary if
a revolutionary party is to func-
tion successfully in this country.
The League and the AWP are
agreed that principles cannot be
sacrified. The problem is how they
are o be applied to the job at
hand.

Wien the preliminary discus-
sions are finished, a joint report,
as well as independent reports, will
be issued to the membership of the
AWP and of the Communist
League. Further, and more detailed

reports will also appear in subse-|

quent issues of Labor Action,
In carrying on all these discus-

sions the Provisional Organizing
Committee of the AWP has had in|
mind the mandate given by the

workers at
ence (at which, we beg to inform
the Lovestoneite orgar, unem-
ployed leagues were not repre-

sented but C.P.LL.A. branches, many |

of whose members have, of course,

l!wvn active in unemployed organi-|

zations) namely, that major atten
tion must be given to actually
building the A.W.P,, enrolling mem-
bers, forming bianches, putting the
membership to work at revolution-
ary tasks.

The delegates

also recognized,

however, that all the effective and |

healthy revolutionary elements in
the nation must eventually be
Jdrawn together in a single organi
zation if victory is to be achieved.
The material of the new revolu
tionary party must come largely
from 'the new, fresh elements now
coming to the front in the mass
movement. It must also include all

The | who have already had experience fuse view

in revolutionary organizations, and

with sectarianism. The P.0.C. is,
therefore, ready to seek a common
basis for action with all such in-
dividuals and groups.

The Manager Speaks

By CARA COOK

WATCH THIS COLUMN IN THE
NEXT ISSUE! The details of na-
tion-wide LABOR ACTION cam-
paign will be announced. Its aim
will be “3,000 new subs by Conven-
tion time.”

The steady flow of new subscrip-
tions from every corner of the
country indicates that such a cam-
paign will be a sure-fire success.
The campaign will be carefully
plunned and followed up, with
quotas assigned to different
branches and individuals.

IT IS TO BE COMPETITIVE,
with generous and useful prizes
awarded at the Convention to those
groups and individuals making the
best records in the Campaign.

Why 3,000 subs? Because that
number added to what we have will
make LABOR ACTION financially
gelf-sustaining, and when that
happy state arrives, innumerable
headaches will cease and the revo-
lutionary cause will be enormously
advanced!

Be thinking up ideas to send us,
too. We want them all.

“LABOR ACTION is like a breath
of pure fresh air in the radical
movement. It is difficult to believe
that at last we may have the be-
ginnings of a real American revo-
lutionary party, and not to once
again resign oneself to the feeling
that ‘it is just too good to be
true’” .. A. S., Los Angeles,

“I hope you succeed very well
with LABOR ACTION. It is a pub-
lication which needs wide reading.”
. . . Harry Elmer Barnes, Auburn,
N.Y,

And this gem which comes from
Omaha, Nebraska:

“I was a subscriber to the DAILY
WORKER, and I noticed that Mike
Gold, Joe Freeman, Earl Browder
and Harry Gannes wrote and WOR-

the American Workers Party. So 1
began to think about things. There
must be something to this or that
D.W. wouldn't worry so MUCH
about it. So I got a copy of LABOR
ACTION to see what it was all
about. An AMERICAN REVOLU-
TIONARY PARTY. That's it. It
looks good to me, I wonder if Free-
man, Gold & Co, know that your
paper BENEFITS from the public-
ity they give it!”

“Bither LABOR ACTION is get-
ting so it speaks my language, or
else I'm getting educated so I un-
derstand it. Especially enjoyed the
last issue.” ... G. M,, Canfield, O.

“LABOR ACTION is the first pa-
per I've seen since the old Wobbly
papers that talks the workers’ lan-

guage. It's great stuff.” ... A Pat-
erson silk worker.
SR et R S
UNEMPLOYED LEAGUE
SUPPORTS AUTO STRIKE

TOLEDO, 0.—~The Lucas County
Unemployed League has gained tre-
mendously in the esteem of the
workers here from the policy it
pursued in the recent strike of au-
tomobile workers,

Immediately the strike started
the League called upon its member-
ship to demonstrate their solidar-
ity with the automobile workers.
Mass meetings were heid at which
the unemployed were informed of
the strike and called upon to re-
fuse to scab.

In a telegram to a mass meeting

of strikers the UL pledged:
Full organizational support; and in
securing relief for needy famiiies of
strikers; and a promise “to stand
ready to man the mass picket lines
shoulder to shoulder with you.”
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RADICAL
INTERLUDE

By LOUIS BREIER

HYSTERIA — RED AND PINK:
THE NEW DIABOLISM: WANT-
ED—A POLONIUS: “SIR AND
MADAM, THE REVOLUTION IS
HERE."”

| ONCE pointed out that the radi-
‘ cal who cannot laugh is lost, It
| naturally follows that the radical
l who cannot laugh is subject to hys-
teria. How else could it be? T
| find oneselt in a world consciousl;
| leagued against one, a world con
l cerned with no problem other thar
| the misleading of naive revolutior
| ists into right, left and centris
| deviations is more than a little ter
'riryim:. It is a colossal calamity,
and a calamity, furthermore, that
| finds new manifestations every day
| (on Union Square somewhat often-
|er). A radical in this sorry frame
| of mind is forever pursued by cos
} mic Draculas, is forever faliing int

! a great pit of horrors,
]

Whether the infamous Madison
Square Garden meeting was such a

|

| Woll was not present, and La Guar-
| dia was represented by some of his
]I wated “secrotaries.” But there
were Soclalist leaders present, and
it was enough for one of them to
| propose three cheers for the brave
| Austrian comrades—hysteria broke
For observe, when a Social-
ist shouts hurrah for workers on
the barricades, it can be to mo
| good purpose, “The devil quotes
| seriptures—" ete.

! I have been told that that sort
| of thing is a result of “jesuitism,”
| and jesuitism was born in an age
crammed with devils, witches, sor-
cerors, lesser demons and the vari-
ous varieties of incubi. Demonology
was the bacteriology of that day.

loose

Substitute for the
archy “social-fascists
“left-reformist “leftists,” “right-
its,” “centri “regenades,” ete.
and you have a complete CP view
of the universe! at once an ex-
tremely narrow and extremely dif-
Even a logical view—
| for the logie of phantasy is the only

liabolic hier-
reformists,”

out that since the Communist 1 have not become incurahly afllicted | perfect logic,

|
| Lest it be thought, however, that
| [ am indirectly making out a case
| for the Socialist Party let me hast
en to add that their conduet, on
this and other occasions, has been
f no less hysteria on a different
‘p]:lnl'. on a meaner basis. Where
| Communists treachery every-
iwhu-m in the world, Socialists see

see

| RIED much about A. J. Muste and | treachery only within the Commun-

!inr Party, So that the Madison
| Square fiasco proved to them that
| the Communists are “scab-agents,”
'“x'u])ilulisl hirelings” and ‘“van-
guards of the fascist dictatorship.”

. . .

{
| § DO not want the job, but I be-
lieve that the American Work-
| ers Party should have a Polonius.
:h‘unm hatchet-faced, professionally-
| sober person, thoroughly imbued
| with the spirit of Aristotle’s Golden
| Mean, immovable, without passions
and without certain parts that eat,
drink and make merry. Such a per-
son would be very hateful and very
valuable. On the subject of hysteria,
he could say to us:

“Comrades, we have seen that
hysteria is to be avoided, even
more than theoretic errors, But legt
us not, therefore, react to an op-
posite extreme. Let us avoid be-
coming blase.

“lI am aware that there are some
among us who through excess of
knowledge or through lack of it
are inclined to view all things with
a jaded eye, a lethargic spirit, a
certain lugubrious cynicism. And
there are others who seem to take
a different tack, but in the same
general direction. These are seen
to p indeed that ‘preci
balancing gift of laughter’ (a theme
pursued to weariness by comrade
Breier) or are rather possessed By
it. So that they transmute all
things into epigrams and find the
flimsiets expression for the weign-
tiest problems in ‘wise-cracks’,
‘bon-mots’, ‘strokes of wit.”

I SAY to you, comrades, that a

blase revolutionist is no more
conceivable than a blase revolution,
Let them be blase to whom revolu-
tion {s a theme for an hour's dis-
’cuulon. now and then; a piquant
interlude botween the latest novel
and the latest play.

Such people are not uncommon.
They delight to pat a radical on the
newly clubbed head, to applaud his
tale of the latest terror, to assert
their own solidarity with his opin-
ions.

I think that some of them may
| be sincere in their way, but I think
also that they envisage the revolu-
tion only as an ftem in the usual
routine of existence. '
let us say, that will occur )
evening between coffee and

when James enters the lo

room, unobtrusively th open
the french windows and hodding
to the seething, shontin/z, strug-

gling, bleeding masses /below an-
nounces withont excitgment: “Sir
and Madam, the Revolution {s

here!"
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