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Inflation
Back Of
Gold Bill

pPevaluation of Dollar
Means Rapid Rise in
Prices

New N.RA\ Move

Drive Down
Standards of
Workers

To Living

By HARRY A. HOWE

[he question as to how the Roose
velt administration will the
billion dollars which, according
it

raise
the budget, intends to spend
July 1 an
gwered by the President’'s revalua
n bill. At least this is the opin-
of
gers,
etary

wiween now 18

James
Roosevelt's
Accordng to
potential in
mary possibilities of the bill is
billion to 17 billion dollars

Professor
of
advisers

Harvey

one inner

fessor Rogers the

| this, thinks the professor,
of the major virtues of the
easure
specifically, what this gold

and the

ire? The Government
leral Reserve Sy between
own a little more than 4 bil
dollars in gold. This gold
ported to be the base of the dol
which you and | f we are
have in our pocket T'he
ernment now ntend tuke
this gold, deposit it in t} fed
treasury, and devalus t be
en 40 and 50 per cent, make it
vorth in dollars between 40 and 5(
cent more
Wizardry
Money
By doing this the Government

will acquire several billion dollars
It it devalues the dollar 50 per cent,
for example, it will turn the 4 bil
n gold dollars into 8 billion. But
only a 40 per
| reserve for currency is now re
iired, this 4 billion dollars, it has
n pointed out, could easily be in-
to 10 billion, should the
Government issue dollar certificates
for its gold

by law

reased

What effect will this have on the

of the dollars we have in our
pockets or expect to have in our
pockets from the wages
paid?  All past experience of gov
ernments doing this sort of thing
says that our present dollars will
buy less and less food, clothing, etc.
In other words, prices will rise, A
0 cent dollar, says Professor E. W.
Kemmerer, conservative authority |
or money, would mean a general
price level ultimately 86 per cent
higher than now

we are

Prices Rise,
Wages Do Not

The rise in piices has already |
begun, although the bill has not yet
been enacted by Congress. This is |
fiown by the labor department’s |
food price index which shows a rise |
ulter gix weeks' decline. Wholesale
Prices are also going up steadily.
It 1s obvious that unless wages can |
be forced up the workers will foot
the bill for the gold program.

Ot course the administration vo-
lferously dentes any inflationary
intentions, Sound money is what
V¢ are after, says the President.
it who knows what is sound
omey? A reading of the opinions
f the “experts” would indicate that |
lere are just about as many kinds |

! sound money as there are “ex-
perts,”

Revolt |s
Srewing
However, one thing is certain.
e National Recovery program has
"0t been the howling success Gen-
il Johnson and the other admin-
ration ballyhooers have tried to
Make us belleve. Business has not
"0wn any substantial revival. The
nemployed have not been put back
0 work. Despite the billlons of
ollars poured into insolvent banks,
{irouds and other business enter-
“es by the RFC, American capl-
lm 1 still on the down grade.
04, although the workers and far-
(Continued on Page 3)

cent | discovery that

Federal Unions Plan Defense

Againsl A.F.L. Craft Unionism

Washington M

sponse Lo a ca nt ) '
Labor Union N 18872, t orgar
lzation of th Westin I
ployees of South Philadelj 1 1
zates from many p 1
try, empowered Lo speak for alme
100 Federal Union Ll
ated membership 0
a defense against the t
the American Federation of Labor
officialdom to split these indu i
organizations and force their r
bers into the regular craft
of the Federation

The delegates heard p
ing that the promi f Fed
tion to orgar
has| mad en g zation o
P Unior t
were belr ruthle y n
that the Federation |
not even « ervin I
their own con tior t

Delegate testified t
though the A. |
ha ded to ]
ottlement to a
national President
tive cour has begu
diately to break up the Indus
trial Federal Union

A union of Ger I

nM Wi flered Feder

harter the 1 k
nachi An b
craft organizatior 1
rejectin the Ar The W
inghouse roup h Philade
phia had also beer ed t v
1p its machir t he Macl
Un ind refused
F Work
Akron, wers immaril xpelled
from the union by the local AF. ¢
Y, organizer when the pporte
industrial ur

A member of these local Federa

Real Estate Interests Fight Petty .= .

Government Housing Program

17

ers livix 1 1

in 1787 not thoug

clearance and low«

when they wrote the itior
he proceeded immediately to tieup
$48,000,000 set for one of th

few socally legi ate revival meas
ures of the Rooseveit administra
tion

Bosses Cut Wages
As Profits Stay Up

Wages have suffered the most in
the general decline since 1929, drop
ping about 60 per cent from that
level by 1932, This was the con
clusion reached by Wllard L. Thorp,
director of the Bureau of Foreign
and Domestic Commerce in a report
the “most complete
ever complied” which

described as
and detailed
he submitted to the Senate

Farmers' income, he asserted fur
ther, dropped almost 50 per cent in
the same period of time while those
who were living on interest pay-
ments “suffered” a slash in income
of about 2 per cent. When it is re
called that the cost of living fell
in this same period, it is apparent
that this latter
giderably in real income.

The wages of workers dropped
from about 17Y billion in 1929 to
69% billion in 1932. On the other
hand the income of the public
utility industry fell only 7 per cent.
Dividends did not fall at all in 1930
as compared with 1929, though In
1931 and 1932 these payments were
cut about 40 per cemnt. Landlords
recelvad about 134 billlon in 1932.

Summarized, It appears that in
1932 the owning class took about
10 billion from the national income
as compared with about 6 billlion
going to wage-earners. In terms
of index numbers this means that
the latter class saw their income
slashed to 39.8 from the 1929 level
of 100, as against the 96.8 equivalent
for the owning classes.

This report which was dome by
the Department of Commerce in
connection with the Natlonal Bu-
reau of Ecomomic Research is the
result of a year of Intensive re-

search.

class gained con |

1925 and 1929, the $1(
which the 8
proposes to spend is
small. It is
make

trades w

certs
differenc
rkers

much
r the u

1sing

le

purchasine

If the actually
sired to

of the

better w

rovernment
the

increase

power mass of workers

there a than re-employ
the

in

ing six million workers who

industry
150

the construction
1925 and 19297
depend
another upon building activities, A
real housing plan would start the
capital goods market going and add

were
hetween Over

industries in one way or

workers to payrolls

Does the country really need a
housing program? Dr. Edith Wood,
an authority on housing problems
says that at least one-half of Ameri
houses are below minimum
By that she means:

can
standards

They do not have inside running

ther

AWP Gets
Rea(ly For
M e_cl ings

o Be
Followed by Conference
of Field Workers

Dinner on Friday

Aetivi ty Grows

Movement Towurd Party by
Many Groups of
Workers

with members ¢

out ways in w they A
effectively cooperate with the
Party

The growin terest in the
AWP, nationally, is reflected in the
more than B5( w cent increase in
Labor Action subscriptions du

the past month, and in the demand

for literature about the Party
Hundreds of copies of the first brief
statement of AWP program ald
principles have been sent out, while
requests for the fuller siatement
by the Party to be publisicd in
| pamphlet form, February 1, keep

water; there is no water closet In |
the house for the exclusive use of |

the family; and the rooms are nei-
ther large enough nor sufficient in

relation to the number of occu-|

pants. Further, the amount of ven-
tilation, sunlight, and garbage

makes them closer to manure-pile |

sheds than houses.

The Department of Agriculture,
says that three-fourths of the farm
houses are without running water,
a kitchen sink, and bathrooms with
stationary tubs. In New York some
2 million people live in "0ld Tene-
ment Law” houses; that is to say
there are 250,000 rooms without di-
rect contact with air. At the rate
they are being demolished legally,
before they are all down, 138 years
will have gone by.

Why In the face of all this—
which even the Roosevelt adminis-
tration knows-—is the Constitution
being evoked? Because banks, real
estate interests, speculators, and
some contractors do not want to
see slum clearance or low-cost hous-

(Continued on Page 2)

|

pouring into the office.

NRA No Santa Claus

A. F. L. Interntaional Presidents
Are Finding Out
at Last

|

|
| |
@ d

News from Washington, whnrn[
the International Presidents of the |
American Federation of Labor
unions have been meeting, indi-|
cates that the boys have found out
that the NRA isn't Santa Claus
After listening to a speech by Gen-
eral Hugh Johnson, several of the
big guns of the Federation are sald
to have raked him fore and aft with
criticisms of the NRA administra-
tion end policies.

It is understood that Wharton of
the Machinists, Duffy of the Pot-
tery Workers and Tobin of the
Teamsters were especially wsrm
under the collar about the practices
of the Recovery Administration.
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CWA Workers

In West

Down 'l

Starting Kanawha

Fhroughout State (

Fighting Unemploved Le

To Fire McGraedy
For Interference

CW A Gets Ready To Cut W ages
And Fire All W orkers by May 1

By LEE HEWITT
s Wis
s Eansas n
exa
w
W \ T
kv, 18 n Mict n. 4f
th estimate
- work CWA
T At t { dismisa
ek thev
ploved by
o extend
May the gov
r mbarked on a pro
ess wage culling
Professional workers wi Ye

to a maxim: m of $15

cities will

a week to

Laborers in the large

slashed from $13.5
an average of $10.80
In the smaller communities
pecially in the South, it is planned
to reduce the pay to $4.50 a week!

be

os

At the latest, “the show is going
to close on May 1,” declared Relief
Administrator, CWA head, Harry L.
Hopkins

President
the pious hope that with the com-
ing of summer the four million men
in ‘normal out-
door work.” There is no comment
on the usual seasonal slack which
takes place at this time
there anything to say about the

Reoosevelt expresses

Nor is |

newen, 38090 ]S, Prepares Navy

For Impending War

A
! of about $2 ) g0
y the Navy for 183
Repesentatives nson and Ayres
together with Henry L. Roosev
asgistant secretary of Navy, sald
t used to

X raft 11 cruisers,
{ 8 es, 32 destroyers and 2
gunboats Ayres testified further
that this would enable the United

States

to
terms

Britain on
Japan

Great
and

mebvt
equal surpass
by about 33 13 per cent
The administration having al-|
ready taken about one-quarter of |
a billion for the Navy from the |

| Public Works Administration in the |

figures released by the Labor De |

partment which show that already
the effects of the artificial stimu-
lant business has received has
started to wear off. While prices
have risen, there is a marked loss
in both payrolls and employment
figures.

Despite the government's com-
plaint of lack of funds, skilled ob
servers reveal a more fundamental
reason. Low-wage employers, es
pecially in the South, cannot meet
even the starvation wage level
maintained ti1l now by the CWA!
These employers have complained

past summer, will take ulvom‘
$6,000,000 from this source again.
This will be used to build about
125 Navy planes. At the same time
it was made known that the 15 per
cent cut which the Navy and ma-
rine corps took under the economy
measures will be reduced to only
10 per cent.

Taken in connection with the
article by Harry H. Woodring, as-
sistant secretary of War, In last
week’'s issue of Liberty, which
asked that the Civillan Conserva
tion Corps be organized Into “eco
nomie storm troops,” a polite name
for strike-breakers, it is fairly obvi
ous what the Roosevelt administra-

tion has in mind.
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Secretary of the
loved League, is in
onnection with the con-
stale unemployed
here January 38
mass meeting st
and is cooperat-
C. F. Seacrist,
rother Walter, who
the league, has taken
f the strike in its
because of Walter's
Edward Snyder, veteran
of mine strikes, was
made chairman of the Strike Com-
miltee

stares,

many

Among the charges made dy the
calling the strike are:

That politics is playing a prom-
inent part in the selection of men
for all kinds of work, from labor-
ers, timekeepers and foremen to
supervisers.

That married men are being cut
off from the jobs, under a reduc-
tion order by NRA headquarters in
Washington, while single workmen

eague In

| are permitted to remain at work.

That there is no uniform scale
governing the wages of the work-
ers, all sorts of variations in pay
existing for the seme specific kind
of work.

The strikers demand a minimum
of $22 a week, on CWA projects, in
contrast with $13.10 a week now
being paid. They also demand the
6 hour day and § day week on these
jobs, while they state that persons
on direct reliet rolls and not work-
ing receve at least $13.50 a week.

The CWA rolls in the state have
heen ordered reduced 25 per cent by
Harry L. Hopkins, national reliet
administrator. A complete new set-
up in the relfef organization “from
Beehler on down” 1s insisted upon
by the unemployed league. *“Also,”
Seacrist stated, “we demand that
men who have been cut off CWA
projects be put back to work."”
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Workers and Consumers

“Gouged by Retail Code

By O. R. FUSS

New York:—New ways to exploit
workers and consumers were the
main topics of discussion at the
convention of the National Retail
Dry Goods Assoclation held in this
city lasi week. Speakers at this
convention, which brought together
the leading representatives of somne
4,500 department stores, agreed
that prices must be raised and costs
cut it profits are to be assured
and increased.

Delos Walker, general manager
of R. H. Macy and Co., asserting
that the present situation is a chal-
lenge *. ingenuity and skill, said
that many old approaches must be
abandoned and new effective
invented.

In answering his appeal. Miss
Marjorie Sidney, employment man-
ager of Gimbel Brothers, suggested
that New York department stores
organize a joint bureau for the hir-

onns

ing of salesclerks. Such a bureau
would necessitate personnel
workers in each
and would present an effective
method bf blacklisting “undesir-
able” or “inefficient” workers.
Miss Sidney also
five-day week, for department store
workers on the grounds that If em-
ployment prospects brightened in
the future,
workers would quit their jobs in
view of the admitted injustices
which the six-day week forced on

ieas

them st present.
Michael Schaap, president of
Bloomingdale's, agreed that the

Code made unavoidable a slight in-
crease in the dollar payroll totals,
but asserted that, “The improve
ment in the morals of our co-work-
ers will make for more unified and
effective personnel organization.”
This was interpreted by Blooming-

individual store, |

| in this country.

supported a ‘

the higher grade of | capitalist press, grown fat and rich

dale workers as a pleasant way of
saying that more work and sales
would be required.

Suggestions were made as to ‘he

most effective method of raising
prices, Representatives of Maitin
Brothers, of Portsmouth, Ohio
Tepper Brothers, of Plainfield,!
New Jersey, held that prices
should be ralsed immediately
to avold accusation of profi-
teering later on. Mr. Eisenberg of
the ‘atter organization contended
that the retail code “Would cost
the public money, and lots of
money,” insisting that consumers
should be made aware of this im-
mediately.

Others held that consumers must
first be “educated” to the necessi-
ty of higher prices under the New
Deal, if they were not to be defin-
itely alienated.

The convention ended with the
election of David Owens, president
of J. B. Ivey Co. of Charlotte, N. C.,
as head of the Association. He
promised to follow the aims of tke
organization in so far as they af-
fect the six million retail workers

Millions of customers are gouged
by high prices. Hundreds of thou- |
sands are directly exploitea as low-
paid, over-worked employees. The

wita lucrative department store ad-
vertizing, says nothing.

LABOR ACTION will publish
regularly articles dealing with the
policies of department stores to-
wards consumers and employees,

N. Y. Hotels\Lewis’ Stools Break Up
Crippled byl Progressive Convention

AWF Strlke{

30,000 Workc'rs Respond |
To General Strike

| delegates

Call
A — |
By S L. SOLON
New York, Jan. 27-Thirty thou-|
sand waiters, chefs and bus boys
walked out in general strike on
January 26 in answer to the call

of the Amalgamated Hotel 1nd Res- |
taurant Workers Union. In con-
junction with the Waldorf strikers |
they demanded recognition of the |
union, $20 a week minimum wage, |
a 40 hour work week,
watches.

The blunt refusal of
to comply with the union’s demands |
precipitated a gigantic uut-ponrim:E
of workers from all the principal |
hotels’ in the metropolitan area ‘

and no split

the bosses |

At a strike meeting held at Bry-
ant Hall, hundreds of enthusiastic
workers thronged the
to hear organizers tell them that

of support from food unions all
over the country.

A half hour
deadline the union, the
streets in the hotel district
filled with strikers. Frantic bosses
minimizing the
and attack
union as a “red” organiza
brazenly declared that
the strike would be broken with the

after the 5 o'clock
set by

were

issued statement
extent of the
ing the
tion

walkout,

They

and with the efforts of the womerl‘
to organize and fight back

Readers are invited to send uu|
suitable information, and to com';
ment on the articles as they ao‘i
pear. Names of correspondents will |
not be published

unlses decired

Militant CWA Worker Fired
For Having Copy Labor Action

Toledo—The case of Paul Kote-) miserable condition.

cki, militant member of the Lucas
County Unemployed League, who
was fired ot a CWA job for “agi-
tating among the workers” and
having in his possession copies of
<wabor Action and an Unemployed
League leaflet, is opening the eyes
of many workers here to the real
character of the government and
its representatives.

Kotecki, sole support of his
mother and brother, was dismissed
from his job simply because he
asked his fellow-workers to join an
organization whose open and
avowed purpose is to defend their
interests. The intelligent workers,
here, know that. They also kuow
that the government in Washington
has been telling them they have a
right to erganize. So when a fel-
low-worker,
fired from his job by government
officials because he was exercising
this right they begin to have
doubts.

The local Complaint Board, head-

ed by Col. S. Shelter, relief admin- |
istrator, has already avoroved the
dismissal of Kotecki, and the Lucas |
County Unemployed League has ap- |
E. 0.}
Braught, State CWA director, and |

pealed the case to Maj.

whom they respect, is |

“Sume crews

CWA) make a ritual of raising

1 x s 2 »wl
nd lowering their flag each night,

\pprovingly writes a reporter on
ne of the radical hating papers
This same feeble-minded reporter
efers to Unemployed League or
anizers as “long-haired gentlemen
who wanted to make soaptox
ipeeches.”

But the workers will not be
‘ooled for long, believes Art Preis,
lirector of research for the Lucas
‘ounty league. He says:

“The CWA workers in Lucas
County are temporarily glad to get
$15 a week, after the miserable re-
lief they have been forced to ac-
cept in the past. But numerous
'WA strikes have already occurred
throughout the country. The work-
ers will not be satisfied forever
with $15 per week in view of rising
prices and the vision of a minimum
income of $5,000 a year for every-
one made easily possible by modern
nachinery.”

“In this land, as in all others, at
least 90 per cent of the people are
wage-earners and dirt-farmers. Pa-
triotism, in its real sense, means
loyalty to the best interests of thi~
vast majority, and not to that haud-
ful of exploiters who might feel

filed a complaint with Administra-| more secure if they could rest in

tor Harry Hopkins in Washington.

“We Intend to find out once and |
says League omcllll,lmrmers against the other half by
“whether it is a crime for CWA |

for ever,”

and unemployed workeys to organ-
ize. It it !s, then we intend to be
criminals, for we are going to or-
ganize. And the sooner the officials
know this the better.”

Professional Patriots Wave
The Flag

Toledo.—Patriotism, the age-old
refuge of exploiters and their poli-
tical henchmen, is being used here
to fight the militant Lucas Conuty
Unemployed League, and to cover
up official corruption and graft
Inspired by relief administrator,
Col. John 8. Shelter, “an army man
bred and born,” as a local paper ad-
miringly styles him, flag waving
and “red” baiting have become the
order of the day.

On one CWA project after an-
other American flags have been
ralsed to the accompaniment of
military band music and spread-
eagle speeches, delivered by mem-
bers of professional patriotic or
ganizations.

The effect of all this patriotic
ballyhoo on politically undeveloped
workers is not much different from

‘what you would expect; a lot of Into their specialities:

the assurance that they actually
an set one-half of the workers and

the simple device of waving a flag
ind shouting ‘Un-American!’

“But the game plays out in time.
[f the ‘patriots’ insist on placing
the worker in a position where he
must choose between the flag ana
bread, eventually, hunger may
move him to regard the flag as
keeping him from the bread and
despite the flag, he will grasp Iu
no uncertain manner for the
hread.”

-

Petty Government Housing

Program
(Continued from Page 1)
ing. The banks hold mortgages
based upon sky-high evalution of
properties. Arsal housing program
would wipe out their claims,

Real estate interests are afrald
that if workers can get low-cost
housing, their own rent demands
| will have to be reduced. Other real
estate Interests are bluffing, walting
for the opportune moment when
they can unload upon the govern
ment thelr slums at 1929 prices.

Speculators are afraid their profits
wil be lost. Contractors fear new
types of housing which will cut
or even Go

unmhunmnomn.ud!orm:lny with some of the grafting
time being forgotten about thelr | subcontracting bids.

aid of

ster controlled A. F. of L. union
and the “guilds.

The direct cause of the strike
was the militant walkout of 600

workers in the kitchen
rant of the
Tuesday in

and restan-

Waldorf Astoria last
protest against the dis-
harge of Andre Fournigault, un
ler-chef, for his activity as a mem.
er of the Amalgamated union. A
mass meeting the
union hedaquarters
a result of the Waldorf strike,
3,000 members voted unanimously
| for a general strike.

was held at

A spirit of unity suffused the
ranks of the workers as they voted
to strike against the arrogant boss
autocracy which has reigned so
long in their industry. The gencral
opinion among the strikers seemed
to be that only a militant general
strike paralyzing the entire indus
try could crush the boss-dominated
“guilds” and wipe out the intoler-
able conditions.

Edison Code Hit As

Washington, D. C.—In an attempt

cuts and high rates, the Edison In-
stitute

here last week. Edison officals, fol-
lowng adoption of their code, hope
to point to increased labor costs as
an argument against rate reduc-
tions. The Brotherhood of Edison
Employees claims that on the con-
trary the proposed code would put
through a wholesale wage slash,
wages falling as low as $9.50 a
week and hours running as high
as 48 a week.

At the code hearings the Brother-
hood exposed 67 exemptions in the
Institute code, blasting the plea of
added costs advanced by the Edison
officials. All professions (drafts-
men, junior accountants, junior en-
gineers) receiving $19.21 are ex-
empted from the entire code. Aec-
cording to the 1930 census this
group numbers 15,000 of the 200,
000 employed in the industry. Als),
the familiar executive joker has
been elaborated to include “at leasy
two members of their (the execu-
tives) Immediate staffs.” This loop-
hole accounts for 12,000 “execu-
tives” and 20,000 workers in the
category of “immediate staffs.”

is completely nullified by a long
list of exemptions. All plants in

(employing 38,000 workers)

the code. The brazen proposal made
by REdison Company officials to
“leave the entire matter of hours
to the good faith of the authorities
or the recommendations of the Coda
Authority” has been bitterly fought
by the Brotherhood as the worst
form of industrial autocracy.

S ——

ORDER A BUNDLE OF

LABOR ACTION TO SELL
IN YOUR UNION.

| ers of America,
| Charleston, W,
| by force the first convention of the

| L. Lewis’
| union crowd until they fled the hall

| Bitner,

| driven from their hall they held a
| secret meeting and set up a district
iur:nninmuu to bring the Southern
auditorium |

their strike”has received plvdues\(‘ﬁ.

scabs supplied by the gang- |

Wholesale Wage Cut |

submitted a code for the|
electric power industry to the NRA |

The regular provision for hours

areas of or below 2,500 population | Secretary of the National Unemployed League.
THE S'LVER SHIRTS. By Jean Burton.
THE HUMILIATION OF BORIS PILNYAK. By Max Eastman.

CHIN MUSIC: The Truth About the Shavers. By James Rorty.

will |
not he amenable to this section of |

By Special Correpondent

Three hundred men, said to be
| members of the United Mine Work-
invaded a hall in
Va., and broke up

Progressive Miners, called on Janu-
14, in the South. One hundred
of the Progressive
Miners, rival union in coal to John
United Mine Workers,
were clubbed and beaten by the old

ary

of their lives. Van A.
special representative ot
John L. Lewis, led the invaders.
When the hall was cleared of the
union forces who rented it, Bitner
urged the men he had brought,
to break up the meeting, to
see to it that all representatives of
the new union were driven out of
local coal camps.

After

in terror

the Progressives had been

field into the new unmion. P. S.
Burkett, a miner of War, McDowell
W. Va., said appealed to
both state and city police for pro-
tection when the U. M. W, of A.
crowd began to interrupt the con
vention. Both police forces refused
to interfere, he declared. Burkett
was elected vice president of the
sonthern Progressive branch. S. H.
Thompson of Beckley, W. Va., was
elected to head the new union in
the state. In the convention riot
Thompson suffered an injured neck.
He was taken to a hospital and re-
turned home with his head
strapped onto his shoulders hy =
neck brace.

% a
ud

The Progressives were

resented by S. L. Jones, a board
unm)nr from Bellville, 111

The Progressive Miners were or-
ganlzed in Gillesple two years ago,
and ever since there hasbee n a bit-
ter struggle, shot through with vio-

i

R.R. Report
Omits Trust

Eastman Pigeon-Holes Pub-
lic Ownership; RFC
Loans Advised

lence and blood, in that state for
control of the coal diggers. The

Southern field comes late,
United Mine Workers had gained
complete control of the field
through the NRA.

When the new union was launch-
ed, W. Va. was non-union. The dy-
ing W. Va. Mine Workers, headed oy
Frank Keeney, then attempted to
secure the cooperation of the Pro
gressive Miners to unite the two
fiedls. President Paercy and his
executive board decided then to de-
lay extension of their union until
after peace had come to Illinois,

This decision caused the split in
the Progressive ranks and led to
the expulsion of Gerry Allard, who
then edited the Progressive Miner,
and to the bitter struggle between
Agnes Burns Wieck, first president
of the famous Woman's Auxiliary

e new union.

In the meantime unionism died
in W. Va.
Lewis organized the whole coal
belt in Washington, D. C. National
contracts were signed and the U
M. W. of A. set up its house agian
in W. Va. Frank Keeney, discour-
aged by the inaction of the Gilles-
pie union, recommended, in the
public press, that West Virgiuia
miners return to the John L. Lewis
union. The coal diggers did so.

In Mlinois, NRA threw its weight
to Lewis and the Progressives, to |

led at the
convention by Barney Flaherty, ex
eutiv
Mllinois, and Frank Keeney
Charleston, W. Va. C. E. Pearcy,
president of the new union, with
headquarters in Gillesple, who was
1dvertised to appear at the conven-
tion, did not show up.

e

Wednesday as |

; tempted
board member of Gillesple, |
of |

{ It was in this kind of confusion |

He was rép-'

gain national importance, then at-
to organize the South.

Keeney reversed his position and |

went on the staff of the new union

that the Charleston convention as-|

sembled The atmosphere
cleared at once by
which brought it to a chaotic end. |

and |

‘Hoover Goes--But Hoovervnlle
‘Remains For “Forgotten Man™

| By JOHN T. GODBER

Philadelphia—Eighty ramshackle |
‘Dwellings” built about 1785, Leaky |

built about 1789, Leaky roofs. No|
roofs. No sewers. No running|
water. Lights in perhaps a dozen |

| of the 80 homes.

A mill stands neaby. Here the oc-
| cupants of the “dwellings” earn
their bread and butter.

| owns the houses. This is Sackville

to continue their policy of wage |

& . . located in the “great liberal
commonwealth” of Pennsylvania.
| R. H. Sack, the mill owner and

also the owner of this feudalistic
town, like all mill barons, takes a
| great interest in the welfare of his
| workers. Hasn't he just ordered
| them' all to vacate?

The State Department of Labor
looked into Sackvillé after an out-
break of anthrax, a deathly disease
common to wooi workers, so Sack,
with all that paternalism that
marks the lord of the manor, orders
his workers out “within a reason-
able time.

There are plenty of children in
this town. Children scarred by the
dreaded disease, Last March Joe
Brown, a youthful workman, be-
came {ll with the disease. Joe
won’t go through life with scarred
features—Joe is one of those who
didn’t recover.

The mill operator was ordered to
improve the general sanitary con-
dition in the mill; provide better
facilities for dressing, and proper
places for the employes to eat.

The orders for the general clean-
up were issued by Charlotte E. Carr,
head of the State Department of

The man who owns the mill als» |

Labor,
all day tour of the community.

“This was my first visit to Sack-
ville,” said Miss Carr, “and I don’t
mind saying that the community is
unbelievably medieval.”

Sackville has always been a prob-
| 1é to health authorities; but then
| textile barons run Pennsylvania
| and not the health authorities. “All
this has been a great worry to me,”
said Mr. Sack. “My family has
| owned and operated these mills for
We have always been In
close tonch with our workers. Be-
fore I married I lived down here
and boarded with the family of one
of our workers.,” Sack forgot to
add where he has been living
since his marriage.

Sack and his village are by no
means unique. There are the tex
tile mills in the south with their
villages; to which northern opera
tors always refer when slashing
wages. In the coal fields in north-
ern and western Pennsylvania will
be found other Sackvilles. Even in
the hearts of great cities thousands
of such slum communities exist.

President Hoover’s committee on
social trends devoted a good deal of
their report to the elimination of

years.

villages of this type. President
Hooved did nothing. Roosevelt
hasn't done anything. Sackvilles

are only going to be eliminated by
the workers themselves, No one
else is going to do it for them.

pamphlet. telling .ll nbout
the American Workers Party,
is now in preparation ana wili
be published by February 1.
The price will be 10 cents.
Orders will be taken now.

I

“GIVE US RELIEF OR WE'LL

WHEN BLACK WEDS WHITE.

By S. L. Solon.

Read these vital articles in

THF MODERN MONTHLY

“MARKS OF WEA! NESS, MARKS OF WOE", By Edwin Seaver.
THE MODERN STUDENT: The Value of the Liberal

In the February Issue of
THE MODERN MONTHLY

TAKE IT.” By Arnold Johnson,

By George Schuyler,

Special Offer: 5 Months for $1. SUBSCRIBE NOW;
25 cents » copy
THE MODERN MONTHLY, Box 97, Station D.
New York City.
Enclosed find ..........0.0 SRR ...monthe subscription
to ‘l‘;ﬂ: MODERN IONTHLY
MMO . .covsionnsastones

extension of the new union to the |

in Illinois and the Pearcy forces in |

Then NRA and John L. |

Washington. — Public ownership

after the ‘.md operation of railroads is (he

best means of abating the evils
which afflict that form of transpor-
tation, Joseph Eastman, Federal Co-

ordinator of Railroads, said in a

| report filed by him with President

Roosevelt. DBut the present moment
is not opportune for obLtaining gov-
ernment ownership since the credit
of the United States could not stand
it, he further asserted.

Apparently forgetting his previ-
ous reports in which he pointed out
illmt a few holding companies dom
| inate the railroad situation:in this
country and that ownership of their
stock would mean control of the
railroads, Bastman limited himself
to the assertion that under the
present circumstances the burdens
resulting from nationalization
might be disproportionately severe,

He asks, that the gov-
ernment continue its liberal policy
of lending money to the railroads
through the R.F.C., except in those
ses where it is éx(romely obvious

however,

at the roads are overcapitalized
and overmortgaged. In these cases
he holds, the railroads should be
forced through bankruptcy and in
courts so that the fixed
charges which they must meet be

solvency

was |
the violence |

after she had concluded an | believes

reduced.

-

lnﬂ.mon l’urp(m'

AT HOME

Rule Evils

L By KARL LORE

To A Nine Inch Gun
Whether your shell hits the targ
or not,

Your cost is five
lars a shot.

hundred

| You think of noise and flame

power,
We feed you a hundred bar:
of flour

Each time you roar. Your flame«

fed
With twenty thousand loaves
bread.
Silence! A million hungry men
Seek bread
again.

to fill their mou

Company Unionism

Officials of the Lake Carricr
Assn. — monopolistic steel tru
shippers on the Great Lakes——g(
an awful shock when delegate
elected to set up a yellow do
mion for the company, revolte
voted drastic demands, refused t
zive the secretary of the L.C.A
the floor, and recommended th

“if the executive committee is w
able to come to terms with th
L C.A. it is instructed to turn it
authority over to officials of the
International Seaman’s Union (A
F. of L.). ... From Flint, Michi
gzan, comes word that companv
unions in plants of Chevrolet and
Buick are controlled by member
f the United Auto Workers Unior
and that they are ready to demauc

lissolution of the 'rnmpnny unior
ind direct afiliation to the A. F
of L.

On the other hand, the Natior

Industrial Conference Board

of Gold Bill

(Continued from Page 1)
| mers and small business men of the
country are still cheering the NRA
| their cheers have not the same vol
ume or quality they had last sum
mer. Revolt i8 brewing in many
quarters.

fronting the President is a desper-
ate one and requires desperate
| measures Revolt must be kept
| down. But revolt can be kept down
unlv it the conditions which cause
’rmnlt are remedied. The President
these conditions can be
| remedied only by putting big busi-
[ness back on its feet. The gold
‘monsnro is just another card in the
‘\I!RA deck.
; The increased purchasing power
[which NRA was to give to the
[ masses has not been forthcoming
The inexorable logic of the NRA
of the attempt to pump life into
the dying capitalist system, is the
driving down of the living stand-
ards of the workers. And this is
what the Roosevelt administration,
in spite of all its fair words and
promises, is engaged in doing.

In addition to the danger of in-
flation involved in Roosevelt's gold
policy is the danger of currency
wars with foreign countries. “The
nations now are carrying on an in-
tense self-destructive and mutually
destructive warfare beyond vast
tariff barriers,” says H. G. Wells in
an annual edition of the Annalist,
“They are also carrying on a cruel
and disastrous financial warfare, a
new sort of maneuvring with money
and credit ‘ ‘" A prelude, he mght
have added, to miltary war,

NEWS
of the
Bntuh Labor Movement

WEEK BY WEEK
in the

NEW LEADER

Organ of the British Independent
Labor Party
Sample copy free.
Address
LANARK HOUSE

7 Sisters Road. London No. 4,
England

This means that the situation con- |

norts & gain of 180 per cent in ¢«
NRA, with
union agree
“Labor
railroad unions, r
Pennsylvania Ra
under cover to re

| hany unions since

| 'nerease of regular
nents of only 756 per cent
of the

that the

‘oad s working

regan

norts

stablish its company union.

The Brotherhood of Pullman Car
Porters claims the Pullman Con
| pany is firing porters and maid
\ or joining the union. The con
| nany claims it's different . . . NRA
'nd the Emergency Railroad Act
loesn’t apply to fit.

New Deal

“or Negroes

Under the New Deal, Negr

workers have been displaced fron
jobs, and discriminated against ir
wage rates to as high as 30 per
rent says Walter White of the N

tional Association for Advancement
of Colored People. Tuskegee In
stitute reports 28 persons lynched
in 1933 in the U. S. This is 20
more than 1932, 15 more than 19

and seven more than 1930.

Action Is
the Word

The California Imperial Valley
began 1934 right with a walkout of
5,000 vegetable pickers. The polics
were tough as usual and martia
law is in effect with no more than
three people allowed to congregate

In Scranton, Pa., 32 school
teachers went out on strike, de
manding part or all of the six and
a half months back pay due them.

. Women again proved their met
tle in battle out in Shelby County,
Towa, when the Women's Auxilli-
ary of the Farmers Holiday Asso
clation gathered for a forced sale
of household goods of widow Carl
son. They explained the situation
to prospective buyers, bid in the
goods themselves by the “penny
auction” method, took up a collec
tion and returned the goods.

On the political field, Labor
united and won in Hibbing, Minne-
sota. Led by Arthur Timmerman,
member of the Typographical
Union and candidate for Mayor on
the Workers’ Party ticket, Labor
pulled a 2300 majority in a total
vote of 7,600.

CPLA Program—Policles ...
Labor Age Cartoons ..

Marx and America-~by Bert. D.
Value, Price and Profit—by Kar|

3 ofiths Sub. . .

Ormﬁmlu

BOOKS FOR WORKERS

LABOR ACTION recommends

pamphlets which can be ordered directly from LABOR
BOOK SERVICE, 112 East 19th Slfrody NQ:' Yﬂ:oc:c“or‘

The Communist Manifesto—by M a 1
For Revolution—by V. F. c-l’vcn;;l..fm m‘el' g:
The American Workers Party ( rndy about Feb. 1st) : '

Reminiscences of «Lenin—by Clara Mh
THE FIGHTING MINER

the following books and

llrx vy

yf’dmoloﬁahg
6 Months .............. 50
LYOP il iidesnibanes 1D

202, Springfield, M.
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ABROAD

By LUDWIG LORE ___|

e

Bulgaria

In the city of Barna a monster
trial is being conducted against 47
sailors and 10 civilians Com-
munist propaganda and revolution-
ary activity before a special court.
The state attorney death
penalty for 20 of the accused, and
heavy prison sentences for the rest,
charged with
maintaining radio connections with
Communist
the Soviet
hips.
Czecho-Slovakia

142 men lost their lives in a coal
the
the
The

for
moved

rhe sallors were

propaganda centres of

Union on board thetr

mine catastrophe of Cessker

Nelson only
a

} were recovered,

mines; bodies of

shaft was

ealed up since the danger of gas |
wil

poisoning continues. In reply to an
social-democratic
deputi8 in Parlament, the Minis
ter for Public *Welfare admitted

that the legal requirements for the

interpellation by

prevention of coal gas explosions
had not heen observed by the com
pany.
Denmark
Premier
leaders
that the
present

Stauning
the

the
parties
about to

forbldding

informed
of important
government

bill

the creation of or

is
a strictly

participation in

political organizations of a military |

character.
France

During a demonstration of unem
ployed workers in Calais, a clash

| ference of the ILP at Baster after
| consultation with the branches.

| Hungary

| The three hitherto existing
groups of the national socialist
movement in Hungary have now

united in a National Socialist Party
¢f Hungary under the direction ot
a Board consisting of Nesko, Count
Palffy and Count Alexander Feszte
tich

0Old-A Unemployment and Invalid

Insurance” will be the outstanding

subjects of discussion. The Intia
tive on Social Legislation inaugu
rated by the Social Democracy re
elved 200,000 signatures but was
| voted down by Parliament. It is
hoped, however, that a referendum

|
i

| rary

between the unemployed and the |
police occurred in which eight po
licemen were more or less seri

ously wounded. Two of the demon

strants were arrested The perm-
wnent Executive Board of the So-|
clalist Party has decided to nego
tiate with the directors of the Com
munist Party and of the Independ- |
ent Socialist Party concerning the
establishment of a United Front
I'he next convention of the SP will
be held on February 10 and 11 in
Lille.
Germany

The Professors Bossert and Dr,
Nemmenschneider, twe Protestant
German - Nationalist were con
demned to and 4 months in pri

son respectively for “circulating
about the Reich gov

Nationa

false reports”

ernment and the Socialis

Party ™he Special Court of Des.

sau, according to the Press Service
Bureau ‘Infa’, ordered the steriliza
tion of two workers charged

repeated anti-Hitler Propaganda,

and gave them a six months jail
term. Ernst Torgler has been sent
from Leipzig to Berlin and there

placed in the custody of the Secret
State Police. The three Bulgarians
also officially acquitted by the Nazi
courts in Leipzig, “remain for the
arrest’

present under protective £
The Los Angeles attorney, Leo Gal
lagher, who was sent by the Inter
Defense to repre-

national Labor

with |

sent the interests of Dimitrow, has |

been ordered out of the country

. Accordinz to the ‘“Voelkische
Beobachter' “Wuerttenberg is view-
ing with alarm the new formation
Organization.” Re
were ar

of Communist
cently 26 Communists
rested. The former editor of the
soclal “Volksstimme"
in Schmalkalden, Ludwig Pappen
heim, was “shot while attempting
to escape” from the concentration
camp In which he has been in-
terred since March. . . . In Mahls-
dorf near Berlin the worker Vesper
was arrested and has not been
heard of since. A week ago his
wife was notified that the body of
her hnshand had been delivered
into the morgue. His skull was
shattered and his body bruised and
broken as if it had been trampled
upon.
Great Britain

Unemployment figures published
for December by the Labor Mints-
try show a decrease in the number
of unemployed since the previous
month of 55,000 and an improve-
ment af 429,800 over the figures of
the corresponding month of the
previous year. . . . The National
Council of the Independent Labor
Party met in London and decided
to write to the Executive of the
Committee of the Thira Interna-
tional putting a series of questions
as to the conditions of association
and stating what, in the view of
the TLP, is the necessary basis of
a revolutionary Socialist Interna-
tinoal. The ILP council suggests
changes Involving the extension of
the right of criticism within (he
Communist Tnternational, the pre-
paration of Important decisions
through international discussion
and the replacement of the su-
premacy of the Russian Commun-
ist Party over the International by
a collective International leader-
ship. The council requested a re-
ply by Feb. § so that a decision
may be taken by the annual con-

democratic

| penal colonies

Il adopt the proposed law over
the head of Parliament
Portugal

To relieve its crowded prisons

the government shipped 240 politi

cal prisoners to various Portuguese |

The punishment of

these prisoners who are now ex

posed to various

greatly increased thereby
The government announces a de
cree that will change all trade
mions into corporate organizations

Soviet Union

In accordance with a motion
made before the Moscow city sovier
Dimitrofy the Hono

Moscow As

will
Citizen

be

of
and if
enter

made
Red
500 as
rarians the
demonstrations

Soviet Union
will
irranged in the entire Soviet Union

huge mass

in their honor and against Fascism
All

Reich-German engineers
have worked in the Soviet Unfon
for its apparatus of national de

fense have now heen dismissed and

American and French engineers

have heen appointed in their stead
According to information published
in the Soviet press, Tschadschikis
tan of the CC and

Maks of the Council

the Chairman
im, Chairman

of People’s Commisears in the an-

tonomous Soviet Republic of Choa

hibajew were removed from ofice
because their work had shown
hourgeois nationalist tendencies

Their expulsion from

tropical diseases, |

[ Latvia
The Social Democrati Party |
called a special party convention to |
Riga on whose order of business
the “political situation” and the
‘Discussion of the Referendum on

| himself

the liberated Bu!- |

be |

More About The Kind of

@

By J. B. S. HARDMAN

What Do We

Stand For?

()l R ultimate aims is to do away

with what is commonly described

18 the capitalist system. Under this
ystem the nation's wealth and re-
ources are either owned or con
trolled by a greedy, unscrupulous

and reckless minority, The maior-
ity of the people are forced to live
on the crumbs that the rich leave
behind them

left after the

Mighty little is being
rich and the powerful
take their pickings. The depression

years have reduced this little to
next to nothing In consequence
nearly every third person of our

population is thrown on private or
public charity or is left to shift for

the best way he knows

how Labor, even when employed,
is exploited to the bone. The
| farmers and the men and the
| women in the services and in the

professions fare no better.

Well, we want to do away with
il this. What's more, we want it
ill done away with very soon. But
that but of the job

The other part is to establish a so-

is one part
ial system based on the organized
ind all-inclusive cooperation of all
the healthy and able persons in the
ommunity and in the nation, for
The leading
principle of this cooperation should

take best he

the common good

be from everyone the

| or she can give, and give every one

|
who |

| labels don‘t

15 much
comfortable

as he or she needs for a
healthy, useful, and in

telligent living., When we get that

far we might think up ething

else we would want, but about that

we will worry later.
This program is often described

as socialism or but

the

communism,
matter, We
The real thing.

want
thing

But how is this all to be secured?

Well, for one thing: it won't be
delivered to us on a silver platter

just because we want it. Some hard

the party is | fighting for what we want is in
more than probable store and we may as well prepace
Y ncle Abner
By TESS HUFF
WHAT HAPPENED BEFORF
‘Im untry lad who tells the story @ murder of a
cighbor by soldiers and deputized thugs sent into his county to break
the milk strike called by the farmers against the large milk distributing
mpanies. His father, one of the strikers, is arrested for the murder
Having heard his parents speak well of his Uncle Abner, who is on the
New York police force, the boy decides to appeal to him for k
With his Uncle’s address and a few dollars in his pocket and a bune
y starts out for the big city. After witnessing much misery
»out the city the boy at last finds his Uncle mer whoe
appears to be sympathetic. “I'll see what I can do, I'l! ceriainly see
vhat I can do,” promises Uncle Abner as he leaves for his beat, swing- |

g his club

told him there

vorkers with his

father. Now read on

Part V

When I got home
spell had grown. I saw my Un ie-‘
Abner’'s head over the bhack of a
plush chair and all at once 1

thought about picking up the club
and com
ing down on his head with all my
might. How would it feel, I won-
dered, startled at myself. I stepped
to the table and picked the stick

which was on the table

up. The handle was warm.
“What are you doing?” Uncle
Abner almost leapt from the chair

“Just looking for blood,” I said.
“This is the club you hit that man
with today.”

My Uncle Abner frowned and
looked at me angrily with narrow
eyes. He began to pull at his
cheeks.

“Do you find any?” he asked
Then without any reason that |
could see his belly went out and
he began to laugh.

“No,” I managed to say, “no
blood. But Uncle Abner, someday
you'll be hit with a club and you
won't like it.”

“Let one of the nuts hit me!"
he roared. “Oh, ho, ho, ho, h=!
{'d burn 'em up. I'm telling you."

“But they . they are workers,”
| stammered. “They are llke my
tather, they are not farmers, hut
they are workers, just the same
they are workers.” I was mad and
trembling.

“Oh, ho, ho, ho!" my uncle
roared. “Ho, ho, ho, ho!"

I put the club down on the table
and dropping my eyee I went out
and left him laughing. I was angry
but 1 didn’t ery or feel silly until
everything was all over.

The next time I picked up the
elub it was long past midnight.
And to tell the truth I knmew per-
foctly well what T was doing. I
stood by the table listening. Then

g
The boy goes to the fur district where his Uncle has
is to be trouble. Here he sees his Uncle Abner beat up
club just as the thugs back home had beaten up his

|T sal down in the chair by the

the angry|window and pulled back the cur-

tains, which were blue, and looked
in the street. I
long time. I thought of the farm- |
ers and soldiers that morning at |
the river crossing. A woman wem
by, her heels tapping on the side-
walk. And then feeling that 1
might change my mind I went to
the bedroom door, opened it end

out sat there a |

went in. My Uncle Abner @and
Maxine were in the bed. Their
faces were lit up by the lights

coming in through the window.

“Wake up!™ I said.

Uncle Abner's eyes opened, star-
ing up at the club.

“Watch out” I said. “I'm going
to hit you and you'll see how it
feels.”

I meant to scare my Uncle. I
meant to hit him a little tap on
the head. I intended to make him
think I was going to hit him like
he hit the young speaker and like
the fat hulk hit my father. May-
be I was plumb mad. I guess I was.
Anyway I forgot the pistol.

Uncle Abner yelled and jumped
for the zun under the pillow.

I was so frightened at that that
I got right dizzy, almost turned
weak and blind, and unable to
check myself T came dowu on his
head.

How I got out of the hounse is
like a bad dream. The cops found
me and sald T had almost killed
my Uncle.

So I am in this place for the
time being looking at the slick aad
dirty fron bars and it's good
enough for me as I ought to have
hetter sense. A fellow can't do
much good by hitting people onr
the head.

But it's funny. Back in Midway
my father is in jaij, too.

; white collar men and women,

| sequently

| take

for such fight. Thus we stand for
two things:

1. for putting an end to the cap!-
talist this

establishment of a cooperative eco-

rule of nation and the
nomic and social order where only
useful in all
fields of human endeavor will run
the

the socially workers

and everybody,

whole

things people

18 a and every individual

will be the beneficiaries of the co
operative run of thing
2. for an effective fight for this

great change, which,
well
unless
and all revolution

And to add this:

fight is the best preparatory train

we may as

realize, won't come otherwise

by way « 1 true, thorough

inclusive weial

we also want

ing school for acquiring strength.
Hence, the preparation for the
eventual great struggle for our uws
timate ends is ot 1« o clossetea
kept iy cold torage It wil
out of the day-in, doy-out
les of the workers and all
of the other socially-militant ana
insurgent groups of the people
waging battle against the capitalist
labor-exploitatic against the
abuses of power by the organs of
capitalist authority and the en
croachments of the system upon
the social and human rights of the
common man.
Through fighting
shall accumulate the
eventual great struggl

Do We Need A
Party for That?

resis

nce of the t
the present gy
in the

about u:

hang

bre
lit

ught control of po-
hifted

E

cal powers will be from

the class of the “best people” who

now hold power t rev tionary
party of the real people. The exist-
ing political order and its major
of authority the govern-

the armed forces, the judi-

7, the police, as well as its in-

nt defenses; the press, the
church, the school system and the

universities, are all bent on uphold-
ontrol of income
and wealth, and we want that con-
trel from them. The
workers, the farmers, the profes-
sional and the technical people, the
all
want and fight for a redistribution
of income and wealth. In this they
meet with the resistance of the pow-

ing the present

taken away

| ers of the political state, and con-

every {industrial and
economic struggle, as well as every
attempt to free the intellectual life
of the nation from control by the
present possessors of wealth, must
the form of a struggle for
political power. A political party
alone can unite ail the so-called un-|

| derprivileged and give unity and di-

rection to their forces and purposes.
They must organize in a political
party.

How Does the A.W.P.
Differ jrom the Other
Parties? ;

HE difference between the Amer-
ican Workers party now in prog- ‘
ress of formation, and the oider |
parties of political radicalism, goes |
far afleld and in many direction At ‘\
this time it will be sufficient to in- |
dicate the major differences, and |
hence the reasons for this new

party of ours.

me and I don't—I almost said I
don‘t understand it, but I think
I do. I think you can hit the heads
of all the farmers or fur workers
you want to, or even shoot them,
and it is all right if you are a cop
or a soldier or one oi the sheriff's
men. They will give you a new
uniform to wear and give you ex-
tra money. That's the way it looks
to me. But if you hit a cop on
the head with a club it will get
you into trouble. They put you in
jail and the newspapers all say
you are a bad man, very dangerous
to soclety.

8o it looks like we are up
against it. That is what Wees
sald. But walt till T get out. When
1 get to Midway I will tell the
farraers and workers to stick to-
gether and not expect any help
from anybody. To tell the truth a
cop is always a cop even If he I8
your uncle. I have found that out.
‘“The thing that makes me so mad
now, though, is that out In Mid-
way my father and mother are
praying. Wess sometimes cusses
hell oft the hinges, but I never
heard him pray. That {s why I ilke
him.

The End

That's what is queer about it to

The oldest the

party in field is
the Socialist Labor party, founded
about half a century ago, and at
one time a significant factor in the
development of American radical

thought and organization. This So-

clalist Labor party has, in the
course of voars, be me a propa
randist group livin 1 practical is
lation from the immediate trug
les of the workers, and the broad
nass movements of the day. It does
not attem to play an active part in
the struggle of classes in the coun
try, and in the workers' battles for
power However useful its propas
indist work may be, its place in
the political situation is only of
limited significance
The Soclalist party, the largest
in the field, has definitely limited
ts program to social reformist ac:
tivity and has confined its outlook
to what can be accomplished within
the strict constitutonal limits of
al actiy I tioneerir I

those forms of pressure upon legis
ative bodies which are ex vely
related to the forms known as peti
tion and protest, are about all the
party is inclined to d
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The C st party holds title
to preeminence on the point of pro

lutionary intentions
Its program is very radical indeed
However, in the fifteen years of the
party's activity, it has been any-
thing but successful in winning the
recognition of the American work-
ing class. The party arose to life,
to a large degree, out of the impact
of forces released by the revolution-

ymmuni

fessing rev

ary events in Russia, Germany,
Hungary and coinci upheavals
practic y everywl in the Old
World. In a way, the Communist
party appeared as the carrier of

the principles of the great workers'
republic, the Soviet Union, and
basking in its gl it securad a
ready and generous hearing and,
for a time, a substantial following
in the American labor world. But
soon enough, the party dissipated
this unusual opportunity. In fact,

| it steadily lost out in the several
| important positions it had acquired

in 1922-24, in the trade union move-
ment and in various other mass or-

ganizations. %

With an enthusiastic and devoted
membership, ready to stake their
all for the success of the movement,
and the advantage of the spiritual
kinship with the Russian Revolu-
tion, the Communist party all but
destroyed itself because it embarked
upon a suicidal policy of sectarian-
ism and partisan exclusivenesa.
Perhaps it was the party's intellec-
tual dependence on the Communist
International and the domination
of the latter by the Russian Com-
munist party, that crippled Its
course in the U. S. A. The Com-
munist party has been functioning
in this country with utmost dis-
regard for domestic political and
economic conditions, for the
specific gualities of the human
matarfal, for the historic set-up and
practically for all the other c!rcum-
stances of which a revolutionary
party must take cognizance if It
wishes to be effective and success-
ful in a given country and among
a certain people the Russian Com-
munist party would not for a mo-
ment think of carrying on an Amer-
fcan “line” as it was preparing for
revoiution in old Czarist Russia.
The American Communist party. at
a total cost to its effectiveness, has
persisted in out-Russianizing the
Russians in the movement in the
American scene.

The A.W.P, wishes to live and to
succeed In the United States.

But Why Not a Farmer-
Labor Party?

“'l‘) do not say: no. But we say
that the task ahead of us, at
this time, is pr or build
ng a party of an tspoken social
revolutionary o1 itior
American Worker party
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lead

masses
and

be much

farmer-
and

pend very largely circum-
stances attend

The existence
tionary party in such

of
an eventual-

active a revolu-

ity, is certain to be of grsat and
positive value to the movement
The AWP is rightly organizing

now to be prepared to be a con
structive part in whatever develop-
ment the future holds in its wake.

Just What Is
Political Action?

! ERTAINLY more than the mere
j business of naming dog-catchers
| under-sheriffs or judges and voting
| them into office. While all things
fwere just good and nice and the
| boobs were putting their dollars
into stocks and bonds, domestic,
foreign and ‘“bluesky,” and the
manipulations were turning paper
into gold, the reform parties de
graded political action into plain
and so very often entirely mean-
ingless electioneering, or partcipa-
tion in elections. Yet political ac-
tion, in its wider meaning is the
stuff of which the Russian, the
French, the American revolutions
were made,

When the AWP refers to politic-
al action, the participation In elec
tions is viewed as only one form
of activity, and rot necessarily the
most important form. The scope
of political action properly includes
every form of mass demonstration,
from presentation of petitions to
Congress and legislatures by great
numbers of citizens and mass pres
sure upon ca) didates, to every king
of popular action which may be
developed around every significant
fssue of soclal, economie, cultural
and political 1ife. Economic and in-
dustrial stuggles may under prop-
erly coordinated circumstances
take on a distructive political na-
ture. Political action may further,
under favorable circumstances, and
with a revolutionary party in the
fleld, also include the creation of

Party We Are Buildi
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W hat About Allies
and Unity?

social
lution-

ng class.

488 w
r their
A rev-

1 the

gain
ution.
e politie-
1l and pro-

parties,

vements, and

tions, in-
and defend

sis pecial purposes
p nes
T hieve results in a situation
. » flicult, we
. i a will endeav-
r 10 COOPE 1 all other gen-
ely d i and militant
group cooper: n will ten@
to st the major cause of
In all ques

mary considmera-
o the one para-
not co-
help the workers
and tend to in-
ase their power in the ultimate
capitalist mastery
blishment of =
complete work-
ers In all cases, co-
operation is to be approached sin-
cerely and exercised honestly. The
AWP proposes to work in the trade
union field, with all those progres-
sives who are willing to do thelr
share in making the movement ag
gressive, socially militant, to free
it of bureaucratism, ani of course,
all forms of graft, corruption, dis-
honesty, racketeering. Upon the po-
litical field the AWP will endeavor
to enlist the cooperation of ¢l the
groups anl parties of the left, it
such cooperation will tend to clar
ify social issues, unite large num-
bers of workers in pursuance of
these issues, and strengthen &
massed workers' opposition to cap-
italist control. In the direction of
theoretic orientation the AWP will
seek to develop a base for the
movement, free of dogmatism, sec-
tarian outlook, and revolutionary
romanticism. In these efforts at
unity, every willing individual is &

hieve ?

| welcome ally, proviled he otherwise

qualifies. Every party is a possible
fellow-traveler, as long as joint
purposes can be defined and a mu-
tually acceptable course of proced-
ure prescribed.

Non-political organizations of in-
dividuals of the working class or
of the farmers, or in the profes-
sions and white collar groups, are
a logical fleld upon which the
party will enter, not for purposes
of maechanical domination, or to
break them up, but in order to ac-
tivize these groups and to cooper-
ate with them in the great battle
of the people against capitalism

The unity of revolutionary for-
ces, esential to final victory, will
grow out of the needs of the evolv-
ing revolutionary upheaval, rather
than out of vain and insincere ap-
peals to “united front” unity. The
AWP addresses itself to the task
of unitying the purposes of the
groups rather than their politics.
Thirty million American wage and
salary earners and the many more
millions of professionals, farmers,
and those in the services are the
depository of dormant energy and
social unrest. We propose to take
onr stand with the major aims of
the masses as against the petty am-
bitions of political cliques. An
aroused mass movement for soclal
regeneration and revolution will
roll over factions, sects and im-
triguers who will dare to place
their small selves iu the way of

the movement.
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NEW HEADQUARTERS

HE expanding activities of the American Work-
ers Party and the Conference for Progressive
Labor Action required a new headquarters. We have
moved a few blocks away from the old quarters, and
are now at 112 East 19th Street. Besides half a
dozen offices there is a large room in which classes,
meetings of the New York branch, union meetings,
etc.,, can be held.

We hope that the workers, trade unionists and
others who have in large numbers become acquainted
with our old headquarters, will have no difficulty in
finding the new oue. We hope and expect that large

numbers of new comrades and friends will join with
the old in the many headquarters activities. !

The larger and more efficient National Office is a |
symbol of the greater responsibility we have under- |
taken in bullding the American Workers Party as |
the revolutionary expression of the American work- |
ing class and of our iron determination faithfully
to dischare that responsibility.
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DRIVE LEWIS OUTI {

OHN L. LEWIS in his report to the national con- |
vention of the United Mine Workers likens the |
NRA to Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation and |
adds that “dissension, bloodshed and cutthroat com- |
petition have been eliminated” from the mining in- |
dustry. i
So far as the cuthroat competition is concerned, |
excited conferences are even now going on beuause,
price-cutting threatens to break out in a virulem‘l
form in the soft coal fields. As for the oliminati'm;
of dissension and bloodshed, that willi be news indeed |
to the 50,000 members of the Anthracite Miners |
Union of Pennsylvania who are on strike against
bad conditions, with the U.M.W. joined with the
operators in fighting them, and to the thousands of
members of the Progressive Miners of Illinois, many
of whom are still on strike against Peabody-Insull |
interests while members of the Lewis union scab
on them!

We are for one united organization ef miners. We
have no illusions about the shortcomings of the in-
dependent miners’ unions. The P.M.A. has taken
a leaf out of Lewis’ own book and expelled its own
militants. Some at least of the leaders of the AM.U.
of Pennsylvania are czars of the Lewis type. How-l
ever, these unions exist and have mass following |
because the miners have scores of grievances and
the U.M.W. under the Lewis leadership is not meet-
ing their needs. When these miners sought throngh
the constitutional machinery of the U.M.W. to pro-
test, Lewis and his henchmen did not consent to
argue; they clubbed and shot the opposition.

It is not surprising that the Lewis outfit hail the
NRA. The Roosevelt administration took Lewis
when he was utterly discredited among the minere
and had lost practically his whole organization, at
least in the bituminous fields, and made him a hig
figure again in the labor movement. Now when the
P.M.A. or the Anthracite Miners Union go to the
government with their grievances, they have to deal
with an NRA agency on which Lewis is the “labor”
representative! This business of government using
its power in intraunion disputes is a step toward
Fascism. It is a crime against unionsim. It means
the end of real unionism.

The miners of the U. 8, to whatever union they
may belong, have a common interest in keeping up
the fight to drive Lewis and Lewisism out of thel.
midst and in building one strong fighting industrial
union for the whole country.
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FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES

BRUARY brings the anniversary of Washing-

ton's and of Lincoln's birth. The occasion will
be used by the “sons and daughters of the revolu-
tion” to urge that out of loyalty to the memory of
these national heroes, we must keep things as nearly
as possible as they are and above all must avold
doing anything revolutionary. Sons and daughters
of revolutions often have a horror of being fathers
and mothers of revolution themselves!

The American Workers Party calls upon the work-
ers, farmers and intellectuals of the United States
to reafiirm the right of revolution laid down in the
Declaration of Independence. After speaking of the
right to “life, liberty and the pursuit to happiness,”
that instrument declares: “Whenever any form of
government becomes destructive of these ends, it tu
the right of the people to altar, or abolish it.” Abra-
ham Lincoln in a great Inaugural Address reasserted
this right: “The country with its institutions be-
longs to the people who inhabit it. Whenever they
shall grow weary of existing government, they can
exercise their constitutional right of amending it, or
their revolutionary right to dlsmember or overthrow
n"

There have been three great struggles in American
history. The first culminated in the Revolutionary
War. That struggle decided that this was to be an
independent nation, mot an agricultural colony to
be exploited by British landlords and capitalists.
Washington played a part {a that struggle. That
18 the basis for his claim to a place fu history.

The second struggle In American history culmin-
ated in the Civil War. That struggle decided that
the resources of this country were not to be owned
and controlled mainly by a slave-holding feudal
aristocracy but were to be exploited under a capital-

his part in deciding that issue. It is the basis for
his claim to a place in history,

Today the third, the mightiest and the most lm-
portant struggle in American history is going on.
This struggle will decide whether the modern lords
of industry and finance will be allowed to relain|
their power and to force the American workers and
farmers into want, Insecurity and slavery under a
Fascist regime; or whether the masses shall collec-
tively own and control the vast resources of this con-
tinent and its productive mechanism and go at last
realize the American dream of a “nation conceived
in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all
men are created equal’-—a nation of free men and
equals, knowing no oppressors, no oligarchy ot birth |
or wealth living off the toil of the masses, no class
distinetions.

The present task is even more fundamentally revo-
Jlutionary in character than that of 1776 or 1863.
Let the workers, farmers ard intellectuals of today
be true to the revolutionary tradition in American
history by courageously performing that task!'
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HANDS OFF CUBA

HE Roosevelt administration has recognized the
under the presidency ot

Cuban government

Mendieta a couple of days after the latter took
office. The course of the administration in this

matter is a good illustration of how, despite declara-
tions to the contrary, the U. S. does intervens in
Cuban affairs.

The unspeakably vile tyrant Machado was kept

in office for years by American bankers and indi-
rectly by the CoclidgeHoover regimes. At last
Cubans revolted. At that point Sumner Welles,

Rooseyelt ambassador in Cuba, worked hard to see |
“safe” revolution. A former
de Cespedes became
the U. S. would

to it that it would be a
Machado henchman named
president. It looked as though
promptly recognize him.

The Cubans were disgusted with the fake, revolted

and put Gran San Martin in and a government con

siderably farther to the left. This time the Roose-
velt administration became very cautious. They haa |
to be sure the Cuban government would command |
the confidence of all elements in Cuba, including |
presumably the sugar and banking interests, and |
could maintain ‘law and order.” Amerfean bame-;
ships rode in Cuban waters. The Granu San Martin |
government had to do without U. S. recognition. IL}
collapsed. Mendieta, representing more conservative |
elements, and considered safe by Wall Street, be-
came president and was immediately recognized. |

If this is not intervention, what is it? We demand |
immediate withdrawal of all U. 8. warships from
Cuban waters. We must build a powerful revolu-
tionary workers’ movement in the U. S. to unite |
with similar movements in Latin American countries
to put an end to imperialism, exploitation in every
form, and war!
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WORKERS' EDUCATION?

PERKINS, Secretary of Labor,

George F. Zook, U. 8. Commissioner of Educa-
tion, have called a conference on workers' educa-
tion. “The Federal Government through the Federal
2mergency Relief Administration is aiding workers’
education,” they state, through a grant of funds to
pay the salaries of unemployed teachers for adult
groups. It is necessary now to formulate a definite
program.”

We do not attempt an exhaustive or final appraisal
until we know more about what this “definite pro-
gram” is. But one or two observations need to be
made immediately. Any “workers’ education”
scheme which is an agency for “putting over” the
NRA, the administration point of view, etc., is not
workers’ education. Workers' education must be
under the control of the workers’ own organizations
it it is to be genuine.

Secondly, the Roosevelt administration “has a way
with It,” a way, e.g., of putting liberals, progressives,
even nearradicals on some job and thus putting
them in a position where it is hard to criticize. That
was done with the trade union leaders in the NRA.
As is pointed out elsewhere in this issue of Labor
Action, even conservative A.F. of L. leaders now
know that they got their fingers burned and that
the Roosevelt administration is not Santa Claus. We
suggest that workers' education leaders heed the
danger signals and comsider carefully what road
they should take,

and |
|

RANCES

.

OTHERS SAY

fst, competitive economic system. Lincoln played

COMPANY UNIONISM

According to a survey just completed by the Na-
tional Industrial Conference Board, company unions
have grown nearly five times as fast as trade anions
gince the enactment of the Recovery Act. The Board
sent a questionnaire to 3,314 manufacturing con-
cerns, picked at random. These companies employed
2,685,000 wage earners, or 27 per cent of all employed
in manufacturing and mining industries. The report
shows that 223 companies, employing 365,937 work-
ers, had employee-representation plans in effect be-
fore the NRA; at present there are 400 more com-
paunies, employing 678,141, with company unions—an
increase of about 180 per cent. Some 232 companies,
employing 106,690, had trade-union agreements be-
fore the NRA, while now there are an additional 174
with 137,272 employees under such agreements.
Thus, of the workers orgaized into unions since the
NRA 678,000 are in the company variety as against
137,000 in the independent trade unions. If this sur-
vey is a falr sample of what has happened in indus-
try generally, it suggests that Section 7a has not
given the independent unfons any such advantage
over the company unfons as was hoped.—From the
“New Republic.”

—
AWP Meetings

Mass meetings at which A. J. Muste, Louls F. B
denz and V. F. Calverton will gpeak on “A New Party
for America,” are being arranged In Washington,
D. C., on February 14th at the Arlington Motel Mali,
and In Baltimore, on Feb. 11th at the Kensington
Labor Lyceum.

Lincolr On Capital and Lahorl

~— e

By A. J. MUSTE

BRAHAM LINCOLN frequently

referred in his public utterances
and private letters to the subject
of the relations between capital
and labor, employer and employe
This 18 natural since the principal
issue with which he dealt, chattel
slavery, had to do with this rela-
tionship.

In" discussing these utterances of
Lincoln it is important to remem-
ber that he was living in a differ-
ent age from ours. In that period
the question that pressed for settle-
ment had to do with the exploita-
ton of slaves by ther owners, with
a feudal, slave-holding system. To-
day the question that demands set-
tlement has to do with the exploita-
tion of wageslaves by employing
and financial interests, by the sys-
tem of private ownership and priv-
ate profit. Lincoln wa# the saint
and symbol of the forces which
gave chattle slavery its death-blow.
In that very act, they opened the
way for the development of capi-

| talism, of the economic Pystem
which now means want in the |
midst of plenty, insecurity, and

war for the masses.

Marx on
The Civil War

Karl Marx realized that this was |
understood

s0, and nevertheless
that it was to the interest of the
workers, an essential step in eco-
nomic evolution, that chattel slav-
ery be abolished. In the address
of the First Tnternational to Lin-

| coln in 1864 he writes, therefore:

“When an oligarchy of 300,000
slaveholders dared to inscribe for
the first time in the annals of the
world ‘Slavery’ on the baunner of
armed revolt, when the very
spot where hardly a century ago
the idea of one great Democratic
Republic had first sprung up,
whence the first declaration of ths
Rights of Man was issued (Declara-
tion of Indeﬁonden(-m. and the
first impulse given to the European

on

tury, when on those very spots
counter-revolution, with systematic
thoroughness, gloried in rescind
ing ‘the ideas entertained at the
time of the formation of the old
constitution’ and maintained ‘slav-
ery to be a beneficial institution,’
indeed, the only solution of the
great problem of the ‘relation of
capital to labor,” and cynically pro-
claimed property in man ‘the cor-

BOOKS

What is Marxism? By A. L. Wil-
liams. Published by the N.C.L.C.
Publishing Society, Ltd., 15 South
Hill Park Garden, London, N.W.
3. Price sixpence.

CCORDING to Plebs, organ of

the National Council of Labor
Colleges, the British Daily Worker
has refused to publish an advertise-
ment of this pamphlet, “until their
experts have passed on it,” and the
Workers' Bookshop in London has
“instituted what is, for all practi-
cal purposes, a boycott” of it.

The present reviewer has read
the pamphlet, and in his humble
opinion, which he admits would not
perhaps be called expert by the
managers of the British Daily
Worker, it i3 a simple and plain
explanation of Marxist theory, writ-
ten in such language that workers,
unacquainted with the vocabulary
of the professional “theorists,” cau
understand it.

The pamphlet has a chapter on
Marx himself, and other chapters
on historical materialism and the
class struggle, Marxian economics,
Marxism and politics, and winds up
with a discussion of Revisionism,
which was born in the German La-
bor Movement and which the au-
thor thinks is largely responsible
for German Labor’'s collapse under
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nerstone of the new edifice,'~—then
the working classes of Kurope un-
derstood at once . . . that for the
men of labor with their hopes for
the future, even their past con-
quests are at stake in that tremend-
ous conflict on the other side of
the Atlantic.”

The ""Mud-Sill"
Theory

Lincoln, whenever he commented
on the capital-labor relationship, as
for example, in his address before
the Wisconsin State Agricultural
Society at Milwaukee in September,
1859, laid it down as a basic prin-
ciple that “Labor is prior to and
independent of capital; that, in
fact, capital is the fruit of labor
and could never have existed if
labor had not first existed; that
labor can exist without capital, but
that capital could never have ex-
isted without labor.” Hence he
holds “that labor is the superior—
greatly the superior——of capital.”

He waxes sarcastic about those
who think that it is “natural” for
the mass of human beings to be
either “hired or bought” to labor

:fnr others. This, he says, is “the
| mud-sill theory.” He realized
% clearly that any genuine democ-

racy, any advanced civilization, was
impossible under such conditions.
Accordng to the “mud-sill theory,”

guage what has happened to the
workers under capitalism in a ma
chine age, “A blind horse upon a
treadmill is a perfect illustration
iof what a laborer should be—all
| the better for being blind that he
could not kick understandingly. . . .
| In fact, it is, in some sort, deemed
| a misfortune that laborers should
have heads at all. Those
| heads are regarded as explosive
| materials, only to be safely kept
|in damp places, as far as possible
| from that peculiar sort of fire
i which ignites them. A Yankee
Ewhn could invent a strong-handed
| man without a head, would receive
fthn everlasting gratitude of the

!Revnlntion of the eighteenth cen- |‘mud-sill’ advocates.”

| The ideal condition, in Loncoln's
1‘mind. was that of the “free labor-
jpr" as distinct from the chattel

|slave and the wage slave both.
“‘Men, with their families—wives,
{sons and daughters—work for

| themselves, on their farms, in thetr
homes, and in their shops, taking
| the whole product to themselves,
!nn«] asking no favors of capital on
|the one hand, nor of hirelings or
| slaves on the other.” He describes
|a typical experience under such a
|regime. “The prudent, penniless
| beginner in the world labors for
wages awhile, saves a surplus with
which to buy tools or land for him-
self, then labors on his own ac-
count another while, and at length

the hammer of Hitlerism.

“In face of Fascist and other dic-
tatorial forms of government,” he
points out, “revisionists’ arguments
appear to have no relationship to
reality, while the growing move-
ment back to the political ideas of
Marx is an indication that those
ideas are charged with life and are
full of meaning for the labor move-
ment. . . . Class conflicts are not
being blunted, but are becoming
keener than ever before in his-
oy,

In a final section dealing with
dictatorship and revolution he
says:

“The possibility of gaining social-
ism by peaceful means gets propor-
tionately less as the number of cap-
italis countries which openly dis-
card democratic methods of govern-
ment increases. . . ."”

As already said, it is the opinion
of this reviewer, that this pamphlet
is sound; that there is nothing in
it that can be interpreted as coun-
ter revolutionary. He recommends
it and hopes that thousands of
workers will read fit.

H.
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|
he said, pointing out in striking lan- |

same |

hires another new beginner to help
him.”

What Has Happened

to Lincoln's "Free-laborer?

Of course if space permitted it
would be easy and necessary to
point out how in an earlier day
these “free laborers” were ex-
ploited in the U. 8. by means of
tariffs, land laws which favored
speculators, etc. However, we can
accept Lincoln’s description as a
sufficiently accurate one of the ex-
perience of mauny millions in this
“land of opportunity” in the period
after the Civil War. We can also
understand how he might wax en-
thusiastic, as Jefferson had in his
day, about the possibilities of such
a system: “This is free labor—the
just, the generous, and prosperous
system, which opens the way for
all, gives hope to all, and energy,
and progress, and improvement of
condition to all.”

But under capitalism it has de-
veloped that those who “saved a
surplus” have turned out to be
“suckers” who lost it as likely as
not in bankrupt banks, or in some
other way. Obviously, also the
average worker cannot now buy his
own tools—an automobile factory
|or a multiple loom or a coal mine\
IE\'en the farmer who happens to
|own his land is virtually a wage
worker, and a poorly paid one at
that, for the disposal of his prod-
| uct depends upon the railroads, the
| commission merchants, the packing
ivnn.pnnivs, the banks.

{Our Job
| Today

Capitalism an
'smvlu to well-being and progress,

has become ob-
| just as surely as the slave-holding

| economy in an earlier day. “A just,

|and geuerous, and prosperous sys-
]tpm" today means one in which
|the workers of all kinds own and
f;munncn the nation's resources col-
!lurtivol_v_ in a cooperative common
| wealth,

There can be no compromise to-
day anymore than two generations
ago. “This nation cannot endure
half-slave and half-free.” When we

whatever means may prove neces-
sary, and have removed the barons
of industry and finance from all
power, then we can take the for-
ward step required of our genera-
tion and build an economic system
which will give “hope to all’ and
“energy, and progress, and im-
provement of condition, to all.”

The
Manager Speaks

L By CARA COOK —

The subscription chart in the
LABOR ACTION office continues to
mount steadily,. We have been
averaging three subs every day for
the past month. .Does that sound
like a few? Multiply it by 365!
However, LABOR ACTION should
begin now to get blocks of sub-
scriptions from whole groups of
workers, unions and unemployed
leagues. In such cases we are pre-
pared to negotiate special low rates
for the entire membership. Myabe
you can interest your group in a
block subscription.

Do you know which are the most
backward states in this nation?
LABOR ACTION nominates Arizo-
na, Idaho, Nevada, South Carolina,
Utah, Vermont and Wyoming, be-
cause we have not yet a subscribed
in any of those states. But they are
the only black spots, and whoever
returns any of tehm to favor, will
receive special mention in our col-
umn!

. . .

LABOR ACTION also goes to 15
foreign countris ,including China,
Australia, Ireland, Japan, Spain
and Turkey. The U. 8. 8. R. leads
in foreign subscriptions.

. . L

Nineteen subs from one comrade
is the record of recent time. Who
will better it? Several are running
close seconds to George McGrath of
the Alliance, Ohio, Unemployed
League,

= @

Bundle agents: You are falling
down on payments. How about it?
Please 1ot me hear from you!

. LI

From Mississippi a “live wire”
sends several subs and says, “Many
subscribers will be found in these
parts after we have shown them an
issue or two.” The best agent for
the paper is the paper itself. It {s
simply up to you to see that it gets
around.

L I

Briet and to the point is this
“Gentlemen; I wish to subseribe
to LABOR ACTION, and I hope to
hell Itll.ll_mh(..." H.
.P. Coshocton, Ohlo. ,

|

have fought our battle through, by |

|NRA N ACTION

By RAYMOND ROBBIN

|
| Under the impact of NRA failure,

1the correlation of class forces has
| undergone a radical transformation
| in the last three months, Last sum
;nu-r we wtnessed the strange spec
| tacle of the upper strata of the bos
| class violently opposing an eco
"nnmiv program which was wholly
in their interest. The bogy of big
business sabotage, cleverly invoked
by the “New Deal” press agents
aroused that great mass of the
“public” who rally to the support
of any cause which Wall Street op
poses. The intense patriotic fer
vour with which the workers and
middle class greeted “labor’s bill
of rights’ 'can in great parL be at
tributed to the legend of the “dead
cats.”

The economic idgas advanced by
the Administratic were univer
sally accepted as the collective prod
uct of the liberal minds assembled
in Washington, However, years be
fore the affairs of the state were
left in the charge of the professors,
the Chamber of Commerce was
agitating for the suspension of anti
trust laws and the re-establishment
of what is called “self-rule in in
dustry.” Big business has always
had a firm faith in the depression-
dispelling virtues of trade associa
tion control of industry, price-fix
ing and the limiting of production

Little wonder that the first mem
bers of the Industrial Advisory
Board were such sweet bables as

Walter C. Teagle, president of the
Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey;
Gerard Swope of the General Elec
tric Co., and Myron Taylor of the
U. 8. Steel Corporation.

But after their was
adopted the bosses overnight found
themselves in the camp of the In
surgents, The factor in
| this turn of events was Section 7-a.
| Thousands of workers hailed this
‘,\m'llnll of the act as their economic
!\\'llllu hope. The A. F. of L
| praised the Administration for its
[prwl:nmr attitude, then proceeded
to organize the eager masses. The
bosses were forced by the terrific
onslaught of unionization to adopt
the role of enemies of National Re
covery. The Administration worked
in cahoots with the “enemies” to
stifle the growing unionization.

Now

program

moving

that tho breakdown of the
NRA grows more evident every
day the “dead cat throwers” are
returning to the Rooseveltian fold
Henry Ford, who stared as the
deep-dyed villain of the Recovery
Drama, has recently announced his
whole-hearted acceptance of the
“ideal” of the NRA. He slaps
Roosevelt the back for doing
“what I wanted to do twenty years
ago.” Eugene Grace, Bethlehem
Steel Co. magnate, declares that the
old idea of the greedy steel baron is
buried forever due to the beneficent
influence of Recovery policies.

on

In sharp contrast to the loud es-
pousal of the big industrialists, the
A. F. fo L. has given voice to pro-
test by advocating “amendments of
the National Recovery Act and in
particular to Section 7-a.” After
suffering dereat after defeat in the
collective bargaining struggle in
such major industries as steel, coal
and automobile the trade unionists
have begun to turn against the New
Deal. The small business men, led
by Senator Borah and other middle
class prophets, are beginning to
grumble ominously against the
ruthless drive toward monopoliza-
tion,

-———

Muste to Speak
In New England

A five-day speaking trip in New
England is being arranged for
Chairman Muste, Feb. 6 to 9.
Workers, students, liberals and
trade union leaders will have an
opportunity to hear about the
American Workers Party first
hand.

The Worcester Peoples Forum
will have Comrade Muste on Feb.
6th on the subject “Controlled Cap-
italism: a Solution or a Delusion.”
Classes at Mt. Holycke College,
Tufts College and Mass. Institute
of Technology have scheduled him
on the 5th, 6th and Sth respective-
ly. A combined meeting of the
Community Church and Fellow-
shop of Reconcillation will bear
him on the evening of the Sth at
6 Byron Street, Boston. The Bos-
ton Student Councll has a supper
meeting on Tuesday, the 6th, and
the Dorchester Shoe Workers Club
has a meeting that evening. Sev-
eral other meetings are being

scheduled.

Ba

F

Br

accel
frop
poc]
and

wle

Doll
Lies

N
dece
thar
nun
fore
dres
Aus
wer
wou
dent
of |
thot
sand
lies
to ¢

In
with
the
havi
trut
the
fall
thern
of s
for
on
spes
the
fact:
racy
Heir
an i
Doll

l\’
-
chile
own
cist
for |
tack
profi
thei
Stan
beat
shoo
ed t
Tt
inio
men
inio
and
Carr
mak
and
rich
Tt
built
Soci
lieve
their
part;
the |
i be
not
agre
clali:
cal
can
polit




