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Down with
exploiters,
“rugged indi
vidualists” and
tyrants.

For a workers’

world — peace
and plenty,

justice and
freedom.
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Textiles In

Nation Wide

Wage Fight

During Past Month 20,700
Workers Have Been
On Strike

LARRY HOGAN ACTIVE

10-25 Per (mm Increases |
Won in Many

(,useu
(Special to Labor Action)
CHARLOTTE, N. C.—Strike rum

blings in the textile industry have
flared forth in open revolt in both |
the North and South. Militant bat
tles are being New
Hampshire to according
to reports tex
tile centers.
Within the

waged from

Alabama,

coming here from

past thirty days ap

proximatoly 26 700 textile workers

have been on strike. Most of these The government regrets that it|lack of shoes and overcoats. If
strikes were against speed up and | .op't adequately feed its unem- John Jones was given a hundred
wage cuts. In many cases increases | 1,ved but the government finds dollars by the government he could

o ar b > al. .
of from 10 to 25 per cent have al- | i o4n gpend $230,000,000 to build | buy new overcoats, new shoes and
ready been won. In other cases|s, ..o warships still have enough left over to buy
the strikers are determined to stick | ¢ {pjs sum were split into $100 more than corn meal and salt pork
it out till they win complete vie- lumps, 2,800,000 workers’ families | during the winter
tory conld be made partially secure is Tom Martin's family
Dramatic Strikes against the coming winter, by giv They live in New York. Martin's
H ing each $100 in addition to regu-
in South ¥ s e : U | wite expects a baby in a few
In the South the Hosiery strikes | ar relief. ; sl
2 " fs nths They live 1n fifth O
are the most dramatic at the pres. | Here John Jone tamily ’
. a wift vhi X iving side tenement
ent time. Workers in the Hudson | @ wife and four children living in
Hoslery mills of this city struck | the coal flelds of Kentucky. The In New York family welfare so

on June 8, when the company laid Jones’ kids can't go to school for | cieties sometimes see that you get

b

shoes and clothing They don't
anything about the kind of a home
in which you live

th a hundred

rnment, Tom

ake wife to the
few 2ks. The
would stand a chance t

ns could g )
n Martin and John Jones are

llustrati

T
the backbone of Ar
live not only in Kent
Y but all over

do they need, batt

r bread”

off 7 union men

Employes of the Larkwood Knit
ting company came out on strike
on June 14, after the management
informed them they would not per. |

37,000 Hopelessly Out As
Machines Take Auto Jobs

mit anything but a company union
The Larkwood was shut down |
100 per cent for over a day. Some | DETROIT—(FP) Rationaliza- crankshafts, whic in 1932 took 6
one threw a tear gas bomb into the | tion. polite term for speed-up, is|operators, are produced now with
mill. The bosses are back at work {taking a deadly toll among auto |29 operations. The & nder block
but the majority of the strikery and the expocted “pros-|ir was put out in about 43
are still out. perity-around.the-corner” will not minutes with 19 operatic while
help 00 unemployed auto work-|at present the vlinder
Larr Hogan ers, accerding to Supt. John 8. Bal- | pit out in less than 21 n
Leads Strikes lenger of the Detroit Welfare De- | requires only seven operations
Larry Hogan, special organizer partment.
for the Hosiery Workers Union, i < e | Less Days
has been in charge of the strikes There are 47,000 jobless auto|\jore Cars
in this area. He has been assisteq | WOrkers on reliet rolls, Ballenger A worker on the asse ne
by Hazel Dawson. Henry :\dnm..v”"\ 5, and only 10000 may become said, “A few weeks agc N were
vice-president of the Federation of pelf-supporting 1n the mnext few working six day turning out 360
Full Fashioned Hosiery Workers | months, due to the speed-up which| ... 4 gay and every worker had
has just been sent in l|;~r~- to hulp"““ eliminated job after job to do two operations. They then
Hogan out. | 37,000 Face Permanent put us on -1;\,- day vA]..A} we had to
At High Point the employees of irn out 450 cars, and every work
the Adams Millis Full )-’:mhiunod;Unemploymen’ er had to do f operations. The
Mill are reported ready to revolt. Asked about the other 37,000 ywirkers in the plant would be glad
Workers in the Diamond mill, |families, Ballenger said, “This la- |, work six hours, they are so dead
bor will not be absorbed, evenm|ii,oq after the eight hours of slave-

which has a small company union
nor-

bave signified their intentions of | When factories get going at driving.”

striking with the Adams Millis em- | mal production. Employment will The auto workers are more re-

ployees. | be more permanent for those now |ceptive to union propaganda than
Charles Bernheim, conciliator | holding jobs. but the prospects are|cyver before and organization of the

from the United States departme nt““‘"' the ractories will not need all | 54t6 workers is a strong possibil-

of labor has just been sent in here | their old workers in the present /ity in the near future. The epidem
at the request of the strikers. {eycle of business.” ic of auto strikes last spring has
Mayor Wearn confirmed a stnto-i Workers report an ‘intensification | stopped the orgy of wage slashes

ment of the Larkwood group who |of the gpeed-up in the various rm--ih_\- the auto barons, and the auto
(Continued on Page 2) | tories. At the Ford Motor Co,|workers are in militant mood.

Jersev Relief

“Fairy Tales”
Draw l,aughs

By WARREN C. MONTROSS

NEWARK, N. J. - Fairy tales
ld the <

jobless by

would mpos
ast work r the
ause if you don't

pauper and the

ke the vote away
pers " and more «
State Emerger

the logi f

inemployed workers of

Fairy Tales Get
Horse Laugh
When these absurd fairy

were repeated be

tales
fore a meeting of
the
workers greeted with
horse laughs. The unemployed, they
will be called upon to do
only “useless work”; that workers
will be paid compensation if hurt

Page 2)

Bergen County unemployed

the message

were told,

(Continued on

3.000Relief Workers
» Strike For - 100. Hour

Strike Threats Win As
Politcians Feed Workers
|

“Live Wire”
Has Bosses

“Burned Up’

Latest lr-pll" of Edison
Paper Is Disturbing,
Whispers Rumor

Ohio Jobless in Fighting
Spirit, Say Demands

on Phrases Are Just
Live Wire, the organ of the Bro DURHAM v. p— > y rmv ,
B Stid o Mtisse Maiviidies NO TEMPORARY TRUCE
{nning to burn. The union start o ' SO e
P aae 14 f 415,000 in Athen County
Thursday morr 711 ¢ for me Win Partial Victory in
A. M. at the Forty-fir a ' Two Week Strike
tion of the United Ligl w
er Company. About 600 were given || POU! By LOUIS FRANCIS BUDENZ

i= 4 A t I therk
growing pr bly wa
a fight to prev the Brothert 3 |
from 1 g recognized nder the
pa
Industrial Recovery Act

Jobless Defy oner” of the

Expose Political Hook-up

At P c 9
. . Lore’s Arrest, j=== . =
imnd wachois. tormer New| Se@ HIm Free | oo o menpiered are ot o
York State 2 A
asist to the Unemploved Organizing
¢ the New York Edisor In Missouri’s Demanding 40 Cents
Com ry of §15,000 per Lead Belt relief commiss
g Br
to $127,032 Ka
May A | to Washingt : e crowd ik |14 e local unemployed
y pped © ashington mitt howev felt
gathered t jer the idea b %, NPT, o
At this hearing Jerome Count, s a id for 40 cents per
t and stood by its
have | Refuse fo ns on ths J K
Ed- | Disperse Interesting evidence was um-
rould They got i 1 were fight-
" on the
e 1 nt of 40 cents
R . % wur on “relief” work would
Favor Public Rpagemengems' b
. i .
Ownership of \thens County five thousand
& n Ju .

U.S. Railways

pe d J(.‘ nson, di.
MONTREAL CANADA The | Hall steg t on of the Ohio
I nd rate al gue
nspor f s. So de Partial Victory
i 'Yt { sSta - . This strike ended two weeks lat-
Aphers I - .
I . Matass palied end o vils ement hetween the lo-
Swansion igainst jef and Tk e
O € ]
I X al ¢ ity committee of the unem-
The the nation :}aie Relief es and the relief aun-
i« a whole will only be served” | Headway t ich resulted in partial
the resolution declared, “when the The Unemployed Leagues in this | victory. Workmen's compensation
pu tility is owned and opera- | section Missouri, the richest |was won on relief work, and more
ted by the people in the interest!lead mining country in the world, relief was assured though not in
of the people C nued on Page 2) the measure demanded.

Our Message To the July Jobless Conventions In Ohio

fective manner. Insofar as the federal adminis-
tration tries to lull the masses into a feeling
of security and flabby optimism, it is perpetrat-
ing a distardly crime.

The

To the convention of the Ohio Unemployed League
July 1-2 and to the National Unemployed Convention |
July 35 the Conference for Progressive Labor Ac- |
tion — Labor Actionists — extends greetings and |
wishes for success.

The O. U, L. convention and the National Unem- |
ployed Convention meet at a time of the gravest
crisis. Suffering among the unemployed is more in-
tense and widespread than ever, A nation-wide cam-
paign to cut down relief, which is already on a star-
vation basis, is under way. Those workers who are
called back to jobs are paid wages so low that the
vaunted American standard of living cannot be seen
even with the most powerful telescope.

On the other hand, Washington daily sends forth
a tremendous ballyhoo assuring the workers and
farmers that prosperity is about to be restored, thus |
seeking to create the impression that it is not ne
cessary for the masses to worry or organize or strug-
gle for their rights.

The unemployed themselves in convention as.
semnbled will consider the situation and decide
upon their course of action. Much will depend
upon the program they adopt and the force and
spirit which they put behind the execution of
that program.

Labor Actionists venture to suggest that there are
three considerations which must have an important
place in your deliberaions.

1. The unemployed must have a fighting pro-

gram.

They will indeed lose everything if they are
not prepared to fight in an oragnized and ef-

forces which brought us starvation

exploitation again,
Not less militancy but more is needed by all un-

relief cuts and evictions. Fight to compel the gov-
ernment to give

| same rate.
2. The unemployed must put their organiza-
tions on a permanent basis.
The newspaper ballyhoo tries to make out that
pretty soon everybody is going to be back at work.
| Under present conditions that could only mean put-
ting the whole nation under a Stagger Plan which
| would give a few hours work a week at little better
than starvation wages. No more nor less than a !r)rm
of mass slavery.

Actually, however, when the exponents of the New
Deal are brought down to brass tacks, it is impos-
sible for them to explain how more than 4 or 5 mil-
lion workers can be restored. to jobs. That would
mean anywhere from 7 to 12 million men for whom

will be jobs again until the insane and unjust eco-
nomic system is abolished.
At this convention, therefore, the fact must

1

in the |
midst of plenty are not dead. They are waiting for |
a chance to begin the old game of profiteering and

employed organizations in this crisis. Fight against |

you jobs at wages based upon a
genuine American standard of living or relief at the |

there are no jobs, and for most of whom there never |

Labor Actionists Also
Will Confer July 6-7

A National Active Workers

Conference of the Conicrence

for Progressive Labor Action
will be held in Columbus, Ohio,
on July 6. Officers, organizers
and active members of the
CPLA are eligible to attend and
will participate in the discus-
gions. The Roosevelt program
and its effect upon labor and
the farmers; new developments
in the labor movement and
among the unemployed; the pro-

gram and activities of the CPLA
in view of new developments,
will constitute the agenda ot
the Conference

The decision to hold such a
conference was made by the
National Executive Committee
as a result of suggestions re.
celved from many of the local
branches, and the call has been
gent out by Chairman A. J.
Muste and Executive Secretary
Louis F. Budenz.

o— - - e ———

be faced that unemployment differences between
problem in this country under the present eco. are
nomic system. The unemployed must organize

to cope with that condition.

is a permanent individuals and organizations
at an end. The point is precisely that in spite
of our differences we must unite. Failure to do so
simply means that we are heipless.

Labor Actionists earnestly hope, therefore,
that the O. L. U. ahd the National Unemployed
conventions may take a great step forward to-
ward bringing about united action of the unem-
ployed all along the line and toward the effec-

3. The watchword of the unemployed organ-
izations in the perjod ahead must be that
of unity.

The exploiters and profiteers always try to keep
the ranks of the workers divided. They try to sep-
arate the city worker from the farmer, the Negro tive building of a great nation-wide united or.
from the white worker, the skilled from the un- ganization of all the unemployed.
skilled, the native born from the foreign born, the . . .
worker of one religious or political faith from those The Conference for Progressive Labor Action—
with a differing faith, the worker who has a job | Labor Actionists—is an organization of active mili-
from the worker who has not. The cheapest and most | tant workers who believe that just as the kings had
despicable prejudices are aroused in the effort to | {5 be overthrown in 1776 and the slave-holders in
keep the workers separated. 1861, so In 1933 the bankers, profiteers and bosses

Now, more than ever, we must be on our must be overthrown, Labor Actionists believe that
guard against any attempt on the part of the this must be done as in the past by the organized
profiteers and exploiters to create division in revolutionary power of the workers and farmers.
the ranks of the unemployed. From the beginning of the depression Labor Ac-

The real situation is simple emough—it only we | tionists have realized the need for organization
do not permit enemies of labor to lnstill prejudice | among the unemployed and the great things that
in our minds might be accomplished by the unemployed if they

I, for example, relief is cut down and there is con- | Were effectively organized. We have in Ohio and
sequently no food in the home, the stomach suffers | many other states given the utmost support to this
| whether it belongs to a Republican, Democrat, So- work.,
| elalist, Communist, Jew or Gentile, Catholic or Pro- We especially congratulate the Ohio Unemployed
| testant, wet or dry, Methodist or Baptist, white or | League both upon the effective state organization
Em.cx, it has developed and upon the vast amount of work
| The fact that we unite in order to oppose these | which it has done In organizing local leagues unl

‘concrete and very real evils does not mean that all | inspiring them to action.
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Bosses HitWage Truce

By Militant| Extends Cur | Outlock for

Nt eari World Conference Faces Failure

Cavitalism Dark As

FOOd Strike? BULLETIN

| <A year's wage truce was made
Amalgamted Union in/ between railway and labor heads

by terms of which union leaders
Move to Org.nlu | agreed not to seek wage increases,
Its Jobless

|and railway heads agreed not to
By LARRY COHEN

cut wages for the period of a year, |
By the terms of the agreemnent the

NEW YORK-— Striking despite |
opposition from A. F. of L. lead- |

rallway unigns are tiéed down to
| went into effect 18 months ago, and
ership, members

the 10 per cent wage cut which
of the Interna-|

| strikes are outlawed until June 30,
tional Bakers’ and Confectionery 1934,
Workers’ Union have won several
victerien, while the Amalgamated | 110060 1L (Special)—Om:
Food Workers, an industrial um”n“rlals of the Rallroad Brotherhods,
is organizing its jobless membe"}reprﬂsununx the million union
into unemployed councils to help’workerx on America’s 201 Class 1
in union strikes and fight for bet. | rallroads. declared that they would

ter jobless conditions. not attend the Conference called by
Force Bosses the Railroad operators on July 12
Into Line “lu discuss the proposed 2214 per
Boss after boss has been forced | “®0t Wage cut |
into line by the determination ot| ThIS proposed cut, which was de- |
the organized bakers, members of | anaded the day before l'n-sldenti
the A. F. of L. International Bak. | Roosevelt signed the Industrial Re- |
ers and Confectionary Workers' | covery Bill, is to replace a tempo-wt
Union, not to give up the standards | "TY cut of ten per cent which ex. |
that they have won by years ot;p"” on November first
hard fighting. Hours in the small S R
Jewish shops have risen steadily, | JCI’S(’V Con“ress
80 that today there is nothing un- v =
usual about the fourteen and six- |
teen hour day.

TRENTON, N. J.—The New Jer |

of 66 nati

This is a radio-photo of the scene at London as King George of England said some kind words |

| For Tag Day

Mooney Tag  Block Cuts

D“JT';WI;:: 'lglsipmposedTo
“Save Mills”

NEW YORK-—(FP) — The nn-{

tionwide tag days for Tom Mooney

which began June 19 and continue | Hogiery Workers Defeat

through July 4 in various parts or; Plan Mapped by Union

the country are rallying thousands | Om(‘illa

who have been aroused by the in- |

Justice of keeping Mooney in pris- | (Special to Labor Action)

on after the evidence against him |

has been pronounced insufficient, PHILADELPHIA.—Three of the

the National Mooney Council for[h’"“"“ locals of the American

Action announces. | Federation of Full Fashioned
Hosiery Workers have overwhelm-

Wide Appeals

| ingly defeated another wage cut

proposed by the union administra-
From cities and towns all over | tion.

the country have come appeals for | This wage cut, like the four pre-
collection boxes, credentials, leaf- | ceding ones, was to have been
lets posters and the other material | forced down the throats of the
needed for a great tag day cam.| workers with assurances, on the
paign. Cities as far apart as Phlll-} part of the officials, that this would
delphia and Superior, Wis., have | save the union mills from bauk-
been using the radio for Mooney, | ruptey.
farmers are leading in the cam.|
paign in the west and all labor | Leaders Were Sure
| So sure were the union leaders
and radical groups are joining. |
The National Tag Day ()ommlt-j that their proposal would be car-
tee has sent out 15,000 collsctlonl”,ed without opposition that John
boxes, 15,000 arm bands, 15,000 cre. | W. Edelman, publicity director for
e s ost. | the union. announced to the press
dentials, 100,000 leaflets 600 post. |
ers and has 10,000 penny pamphlets | that the officials had been vested

to the delega
| sey Continental Congress met here |

and set up a State organization to
promote the platform laid down in | By JOHN T. GODBER
Washington. Six hundred of the| Fajlure threateus the World Eco-
six hundred and fifty-seven dele | pomic Conference meeting in Lon-
gates were from Socialist Party or.| gon to find a “capitalist” solution
ganizations: a delegation from the tor capitalism’s crisis.
International Labor Defense from It the conference
Kearny, previously accredited, was ! what?
refused admission to the confer-

When this spring the bosses had
the nerve to talk about a wage-cut, |
the bakers decided that they no|
longer had anything to lose, and |
despite the opposition of their In-
ternational officials came out on
strike. In many shops they have |
won their demands. Elsewhere the |
fight is still going on. Bakers and |

the war debts—a subject

fails, then

is gloomy
;hlc.:t'lil:: :nr: :':ri:i:l‘ﬁz: ::: ence as delegates. Said the London Times:
support of hundreds of open-air Hits Unify Report “The President of the United

A minority report of the Organ- States and his advisors are believ.
ization and Continuation Commit- | ed to take the most serious view
tee, backed by 9 of the 20 members ‘ of the present situation. They do
of the committee, was denied by | not regard the depression as a tem-
the Chairman on the grounds that | porary phase which will pass as
the call for a mass Labor Party other depressions have passed.
and for a united front of all work-| They believe, it is reported, that
ers organizations “criticized the| Western civilization is at the cross
internal affairs of organizations|roads and that only vigorous inter-
represented at the conference.” | national action can avert disaster.”

A motion of Arthur Rosewall, In emphatic terms the Prepara-
representing Bergen County unem- | tory Committee of the conference
ployed was ruled against by the|declared:

Chairman. The motion called for| “Failure in this critical undertak-

meetings at which Communists,
Socialists and Labor Actionists
speak from the same platform.
Industrial Union
Organizes Jobless

The Amalgamated Food Work:
ers which for years has enjoyed
the reputation of beiug a militant,
progressive union, has once again
showed its farsightedness and its
determination to protect the inter-
ests of its members. The Amalgam-
ated is an industrial uniom, but

Ramsay MacDonald (left) later threw a bomb in the proceedings by demanding revision of

The outlook for capitalism |

as they gathered for the World Economic Conference. Premier i

|

supposed to be left out of the discussion. ;!

World unemployment placed at
30 millions: this does not include
“families and dependents” and .
“probably an under-estimate.” A
decline of wholesale prices since
October, 1929, by a third; raw ma- attack on the debt situation, there-
terial by 60 per cent. Wheat at by
Winnipeg in December at the low-
est level recorded in 400 years.

“Huge accumulations of world
stocks overhang some of the prin-
cipal markets,” their index for
1932 beiug double that of 1925. In
some countries the total value of

boo list; this was the price the
United States demanded for her |
entrance into the discussions. |
Premier MacDonald, however, ln\
his opening address made a hllter;
!
automatically introducing the"
subject on the agenda and much |
time will be devoted around this |
question in fature sessions They |
will be debating the last war while |
the imperialist nations prepare for
the next one.

Imperialist since

Japan, 1931, |

export trade “fallen below the| has sought a way out of the eco- |
sums required for internal debt nomic dilemma by a predatory war |
service alone.” on China.

Facts such as these indicate Conditions Gfowing
says the report, “the extremities Sf“dily Worse

to which the forces of disintegra-
tion have already carried the eco-
romic and financial world. In the
field of international trade, quotas,
clearing agreements, exchange re-

The chaotic condition in the cap- |
italist world is steadily growing |
worse. Despite destruction, the |
dumping in the sea, the burning, |
the restrictions on

| ells

‘h_v the Alaskan fishermen.

| against long hours and low wages.

which are rapldly disappearing as | with dictatorial powers during the
the orders come in. Funds for the | (‘”“s“"‘

expense of the tag day have been | nun':v“::n":onr:::::x w:“‘:. m‘;"“v(:
COMing fn from meay local coun. placed union mills at a disadvan-
tage,” Emil Rieve, national presi-
dent of the Hosiery Workers'
Union, declared. “With the Indus-
trial Control Act so close to pas-
sage, our committee certainly does
not intend to permit union mills
to go out of business if this can
be prevented. We are prepared to
use the complete authority vested
in us.”

-

Win Strikes

SEATTLE—Five thousand strik-
ing salmon fishermen out for over |
a month for 8 cents a pound have
just won a complete victory. There |
are still about 4000 fishermen on |
strike on the northern Pacific

coast. Concessions have been won Hisses and Jeers

Hisses and jeers greeted Me-
Koewn, president of the Philadel-
phia branch, when he attempted
to explain to the workers, at a spe
| clal meeting, the desirability of an-
| other wage cut at this time.

Wage rates for Hoslery knitters
have declined 50 to 58 per cent
in the last four years, according to
4 report on workers earnings in
1932 in 21 union hosiery mills,
made recently by the industrial
research department of the Uni-

ELIZABETH, N. J.—Terrific in-
roads are still being made against
runaway sweat shops by organiz-|
ers for the Amalgamated Clothing
Workers. The latest victory just
won after a ihree week strike was
a battle of 1,200 shirt workers

BRISTOL, VA. — A two week
strike against a pay cutting speed-
up efliciency system, long preval- |
ent in the furniture industry here,
has just been won by the striking

most of its members are bakers,
many of whom are feeling the ray-
ages of the crisis. Instead of tell
ing its unemployed members to
shift for themselves, the union,
through its Executive Board, has
shown the locals how to organize
committees of the unemployed
members who will carry on speecial
activity to better their conditions.

Councils Fight
With Union

Herman Gund, general organizer |

of the Union, reports functioning
Unemployed Counci's in the Bronx
and Yorkville Locals. He says that
these Councils have intensified the

interest of the unemployed in their |

union and have been extremely ef
fective in pulling out shops where
the boss was trying to take advan
tage of conditions by putting over |
a program of long hours.

New shops have been won, and |
old ones forced to live up to the|
unjon agreement. An effort must |
now be made to build similar coun
cils in the other locals, and to
tie up this activity with the gen
eral struggles of the unemployed
workers as a whole. These Coun-
cils must support the activity of
the United Front Conference
Against Eviction and Relief Cuts,

| medical care for

cutting down the representation of | ing threatens a world-wide adoption
| political groups as only one poli- | of ideals of national self-sufiiciency
| which cut unmistakeably athwart

The convention adopted the pro- | the lines of economic devdlomnl.
gram previously passed in Newark Such a choice would shake the
by the N. J. Unemployment Con-| whole system of international fin-
ance to its foundations, standards
| of living would be lowered, and the
| social system, as we know it could

tical group was represnted.

ference.

JUl)leSS Dcf} | halily survive.”
Lore’s Arrest &inc Georse v

opening of the Conference said:

(Continued from Page 1)
are beginning to make some real

| soure f Id as i
headway in fighting off attacks on | 0 'ces O the world s to nfsnre
of civiliza-

| the
tion.

material progress

their reiief standards. Faced by
the announcement of the total sus- |
pension of all relief, the Unemploy- Yorld Uno;mploymonf
ed League of Bonne Terre called | At 30 Million

a special meeting to consider what
action to take. Relief was not cut
off, as a result, and in addition,
the men received milk tickets for

| the Preparatory C ittee,
their children, the first time these bt N S

speaking at the

| "It cannot be beyond the power
{of men so as to use the vast re

The Economic Conference, con-
sisting of delegates from 66 na-
tions, has before it a picture ofi
world conditions in the report of | conference will fail.

| strictions. .. .throttle business en.-
terprise and individual initiative. ..
these measares have developed in-
to a state of virtual economic war-
fare.”

Attribute Causes

to Symptoms

The summary, drawn up and una-

nimously adopted by delegates
from the United States, Great Bri-
tain, France, Italy, China. India and
Japan, lists all the familiar ail-
ments of a moribund capitalism,
attributing them, however, not to
the system itself, but to high tar-
rifs, unstable currencies. disequili-
brium between prices and costs,
ete. And if the Conference fails to
iron them out the implication is
that
| worse than the present crisis.
Already it is apparent that the

| War debts were to be on the ta-|

the world will face disaster, |

sia.

International Regulation of out. |
put is one of the points on the
agenda of the Conference but the
London Times admitted that “there |
are so many conflicting interests
that the Economic Conference

must confine its attention to mat-
ters on which concerted action is

" " |
not only desirable but practicable.” |

King George is right; “It is not
beyond the power of man to use
the vast resources of the world so
as to insure the material progress
of civilization.” But only by the
power of a united working class
can this be brought about. The con-
ference of the imperialists will
fail, and the economic life of the
world will remain out of joint un-

| til the workers finally triumph, by

ending capialism,

have ever been given out. In other
communitles, grievance committees
are securing clothing, shoes and
individual fam-
ilies who have been turned down
by the rellef boards.

Plans for the near future include
an intensive organizing drive over
all of Southemstern Missourl and
the formation of county organiza-
tions

World Meet
Against War

NEW YORK-—Labor and liberal,
pacifist and revolutionary, the Jeft-

Rallies Youth‘

Seven PM A
Lives Given
.~ For Union

SPRINGFIELD, 11.—To the mar-
!tyrnlogy of labor must be added

| wing youth groups of the nation |the name of Thomas Urbon, age
are responding to the call for the |53, who is the seventh member of
World Congress of Youth Agnlnstj!hr Progressive Miners of America
Faseism and War in Paris, August |to lay down life in the struggle to
5. 6, and 7. The movement whlchjhulld & union free from Lewis

| grew out of the Amsterdam Con-|gangsterism ia Illinois

| gress Against War last year, has| Ten thousand Progressives, led

Jersey Relief Fairy Tales
Laughed Down by W orkless

(Continued from Page 1)
on the job “at the discretion of

the political subdivision that fis
paying for the work,” and the sad,
sad wall of the State that “every
self-respecting worker will be glad
to work for his relief ticket ($1.80
to $3.50 a week.)"”

And Strikes Follow

Just what the workers of New
Jersey think of this hunger logic
was shown when the unemployed
of Moorestown refused to work
for relfef tickets unless they were
paid the same as those working
alongside of them. The entire job
stopped when the paid workers
went out in eympathy with the un-
employed.

In Tenafly, thirty workers struck
when they found that the insur
ance companies had succeeded in
having workers for relief taken off
compensation. After hurried con-
sultations between the City Coun-
cil and the insurance company, the

workers returned to their jobs

won the support of large sections
of the student and working youth.
Plan Delegation

From America
Mass Pressure In New York a committee with

Brings Cash | representatives of the CPLA-Youth,
Through mass pressure on the National Student League, Young
County officials, unemployed in|Communist League, Green Interna-
Bergen County are receiving pay | tional. War Resisters League. Fel-
in addition to their food tickets | lowship of Reconciliation and many
for work performed for the Coun- | other less known groups is already
ty. At each meeting of the County | carrying on a campaign to send a
organization of the unemployed  large delegation from America. An
each Friday, grievances are taken | offort is heing made to link the
up and reports made of the hap | movement up with the struggle
penings on jobs for the week past. | against war preparations of the
Plans are now going forward for | dapitalist governments, against the
a convention of the jobless of the | Roosevelt forced labor cumps, and
State. At that time action against the insolence of the recent appro-
work for food tickets will be com- | priation of 238 Million Dollars for
sidered on a State-wide basis. battleships while millions of work-
Representation at the Ohio Con-| ers are starving.
vention of the Unemployed is also YPSL to Join
being provided for New Jersey. he Young People's Socialist
At Jeast ten delegates from the League has so far refused to Join
State will attend the Columbus the campaign, but efforts are being
meeting. |mudc to get them to reconsider.

with the assurance that they would
be covered in the event of accident
on the job.

| by the Women's Auxiliary, formed
a funeral procession over a mile
|long at the burial.
: Seven Martyrs
| Seven men and one woman have
| thus far paid with their lives fop
daring to build a clean union. The
roll call of the dead: Joe Colbert,
Dominie Laurenti, Andrew Gynes,
Mrs. Emma Cummerlato, John
Ward, Henry Arnold, James Attes,
Thomas Urbon
Killers Free

Not ome person has ever been
convieted out of all these murders,
although all the killers, with the
|exception of the assassin who
killed Urbon, are known. Some
have .been tried and acquited.
Others have never been arrested,

“It is significant to note.” says
the Progressive Miner, “that all
these murders have been commited
in Franklin. Perry, Christtan and
Sangamon counties, places where
the Peabody Coal compony has
large interests”

Slash Farm

Budget and
Cotton Crops

WASHINGTON — A $15,000,000
slash in the annual budget of Sec-
retary of Agriculture Wallace be-
gan here with the abolition of the
government market news service
and the dismissal of many employ-
ess. Wallace said he was sorry the
cuts had to be made when the de.
partment needed all possible help
in handling its job. The cut was
ordered by Rudget Director Doug-
las.

Funds for agricultural experi-
ment stations and cooperative work
will be reduced one third.

WASHINGTON—Secrenry Wal-
lace has inaugurated a one-week
campaign to remove 10 million
acres from produteion in the cot-
ton-belt by means of government
leases. Land owners, according to
the announcement, will receive
from 100 to 150 million dollars
rental for the untilled acres. How
this will effect the thousands of
landless black and white farm la-
borers who ordinarily would till
the land, Wallace did mot say.

WORKERS, FARMERS!
Write LABOR ACTION about con-
ditions In your section,

Order Bundles of LABOR ACTION
to sell to your friends, neighbors
and fellow workers! {

output — 1t
spite of all, surplus stocks continue | €mployes.
to pile up in all countries save Rus-

versity of Pennsylvania.

'Minv Strike Hits
at (Iompany Union

Textiles In Nation-

wide Wage Fight

UNIONTOWN, PA.—Fighting tor
wage increases and against com-
pany unionism, 2,600 Fayette coun-
ty miners and steel workers have
| struck in the Clyde mines, the Re-
public Steel Corporation, and the
Pleasant Valley Coal & Coke Co

Clyde workers struck when two
members were summarily dis-
charged from an employee repre-
sentation committee, formed by the
| company to foster company unfon-
ism. They are asking for a 20 per
cent wage increase.

Patterson, Condemned
to Die, Wins New Trial

ATHENS, ALA. — Heywood
Patterson, twice sentenced to
death on framed up rape char
ges, has just been granted a new
trial by Judge Horton, who ruled
that the'testimony of Victoria
Price was unsubstantiated,

| (Continued from Page 1)
said that he told them they were
| within their rights to organize.

| 2,500 Strike

ls o

in Reading

' In the North the Hoslery work-
| ers also hold the spot light. Twen. |
|ty-five hundred employees of the |
| Colonial, Reading Maid, Industrial, |
Il’t-nn Maid and Oakbrook Hosiery
| mills are on strike in Reading,
‘l’vnnuylvanlu, long known ak the
|npun shop citadel of the North, for |
increased wages, shorter hours and |
recognition of the union, |
i At Manchester, N. H., where 7800 |
|strikers won a victory over the |
Amoskeag Company, they were |
forced out on strike again. Afler:
winning a wage increase of 15 per |
cent the workers returned to find
that instead of two looms they |
would have to run four. They came ’
out again. The second viciory with. |
in a month has just been won. |

Cops Help Organize Fur
W orkers; Lefts Win Shops

NEW YORK. - Convinced that’ Chgo;ing Their
neither Roosevelt nor anyone else‘ Union

will improve conditions for them,
thousands of furriers are conduct- | for the right to choose their own
ing a militant campaign involvlnsl‘ union and to extend the unemploy-

almost the entire industry, {ment insurance system recently
|

They have answered by striking

| won by the Industrial Union. They

Cops Help |are not frighten.d by the fact that
Organize [the Industrial Union is called
The vast majority of them are|“Communist.” The fundamental

members or sympathizers of the
Furriers Section of the Needle
Trades Workers Industrial Union.
During the last few weeks there
bas been an intensive drive on the
part of their bosses, the A.F. of L. only forty-five remain on strike.
and the N.Y. police to force them |It is significant that less than a
into the International Fur Work- | hundred scabs have been recruited.
ers Union. This ‘union,’ which has Ym Socialist
shown no signs of life for over a Aid -
year, is so disliked by the workers, Mac Eisenberg, a member of the
that its leaflets are distributed in City Central Committee of the
the fur market with cops protect- Young People's Soclalist League,
ing the organizers. has had charges hrought against
In many shops the bosses have | him for picketting shops where
tried to make the workers register | the workers were striking, with
with the right.-wing union. Some right-wing union sign denving the
have even been taken to the union existence of the strike. Many

issue is whether workers can join
the union of their choosing or
whether the boss will choose a
(union for them.

Many shops have been won, and

buaquﬂmbyanhnmmm.mm
attempt to make them register.
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LABOR ACTION

FROM THE FIRING LINE

VJQ»

New Deal—No Pay

(By Unemployed Worker)

“Don't eat in there,~they don't
pay the girls anything!” Hearing
these words as I passed a restau-
rant on lower Broadway, known
as Stanley’s, I went in.

I asked the girl if this charge
was true. “Yes, it's perfectly true,”
she said. “They used to pay six
a week, then they cut it to three
For the last eight months we have
been working for nothing but our
tips.”

Further questioning brought out
that this firm hires forty-eight em
ployees and they all serve gratis.

“We go to work at tea thirty in
the morning and most of us work
until eight thirty,” she said

S0 you see. As yet the new deal
has done nothing for these wait-
resses toiling within the very
shadow of the Statue of Liberty.

Labor Action in W. Va.

This is to say: “I have been or-
ganizing the unemployed workers
and dirt farmers in Fayette Coun-
ty, and am trying to get things
started all over the state”

I would like for our people to
read Labor Action, and I want
you to send a bundle. I will try
to get subscriptions to offset the
cost H. P. RULOFF,

Viector, W. Va

Against Forced Labor

They are striking in Franklin
county, Ohlo, for 40 cents an hour. |
Three thousand relief workers are |
striking. But in Jackson Township |
there are no appropriations for re- |
lief work, and no legal reasons why |
the jobless, who object to low |
wages, should be forced to work.
So is it a strike, or a refusal to
participate in forced labor? Law-1
rence Conley, secretary of the i
Jackson Township unit, writes:

We of the Jackson Township,
Unit No. 1 of the Ohio Unemployed
League, wish to express our side of |
the fight now being waged for lzl
higher standard of relief in F‘rnnk.[
lin county.

The unemployed of Jackson
Township have been and are yet\
going through the slow process of
starvation. The trustees refuse to
give even the relief prescribed by |
the RF.C. or the County Commis- |
sioners.

-

LEGCAT & 3 0 ]
re ” ) N
COMVENTION e JuLyY-1-5-12 “‘ ‘ ""5‘ l‘ i
3
\ |
. - E‘ [l ‘ S
] / /

)J-b > Ny Jdl 1

We have been receiving as low |
as $1 a week for a family of three;
$1.50 for a family of four;

Job Camps Breod War

$1.50 to |  The “New Deal” Labor camps
$1.756 for a family of five; $2 for |have been covered in previous
from six to ten members. [';‘:' °|' bL'b°" Actio;has' V;’l'" as |
" ‘ other labor papers e followin
The relief Is given in grocery | letter recelvzdplrom Charles Va:
orders, and beans, bread, pul.\looerom a subscriber living near a|
and salt pork are about the omly [camp in Western Pennsylvania|
things that can be purchased to | tells its °W'.‘ story.
carry through the week on this | o 2 .
& fnaiis | The Labor Army is being hard-
| ened to the war time conditions

Now we are not given this relief. | found in France several years ago.
We are forced to work 8 hours 8 | my gy camps which increase our
day and at times to walk as far as | ... o military force by 260,000
10 miles to the job. Some can| ... peing trained to cope with
work only one day, and some get| .y.iaver the future holds for the
two days. | tottering profit system.

We furnish our own shovels and | Here are housed about 20 in a
rakes and tools. And if we do not | gingle tent, with no convenience at
have themn sometimes we all. Meals are cooked in an open
allowed to work. And air kitchen and, since this camp
that are not lucky (?) enough to | Jacks tables,

are not
then those

get work are penalized by receiv- off the ground. Many a meal is

ing even smaller grocery orders.| eaten in the rain.

Sometimes they are given only $1| They bathe and waeh their

regardless of the size of their | clothes in a nearby creek. About |

family. the only things they have that the
Our grievance committee repre. battle fields lacked are old army |

senting 130 members of our unem- | cots with straw mattresses. Thm

ployed organization called on the| are not so easy to sleep on and
County Commissioners and pre- | many of the men are no doubt
sented all these facts. And the| just as tired at six A. M. when |
Commissioners, after hearing one | they must get up if they want any
case, informed the trustees that! breakfast, as they were the night
there were no appropriations for | before.

work in Jackson Township. And If conditions don’'t improve soon,

that the unemployed did not have | You might expect a repetition of
to work for this relief. And that |
the unemployed were to receive 75
cents in grocery orders for each
members of the family. This oc'
curred on June 3rd.

Yet on June 9th the trustecs con-
tinued to give relief in the same
unsatisfactory manner

recently.

Student Tells
Of ‘War’ Clash
in N. Y. College

They also had two armed officers
at the Township Hall so

that if |

anyone objected to their actions hef “There are only 150 radicals in
or they were to be thrown out.|NeW York's public colleges and we
are i T aty

And the officers have been deliber. | @T® going to fire Uiem all” sala
ately trying to cause trouble. They : Mark Eisner of the N. Y. Board of
say we are on strike. This is thetr | Education, and City College led off
excuse with a hang

But since we are not supposed to May 29 saw an open-air meeting
work for this relief how can we be | near the college sponsored by the

| Social Problems Club and the Anti-

War Cobikitins. whilal v o
We, the Jackson Unit | Wor Committee which grew ‘ut'of
the Against War

No. 1 of the state and county or- e Stadent ‘
b as Student speakers
ranization of the Ohio Unemployed ;i —
addressed the crowd of 500 on the
League, will stand solidly with the
subject of the - Wy 1
| unemployed in all townships. and ALt i 1 d
Al - » s v (.3
carry on this fight until these ana | _,”‘ '“ bk
clde )
other conditions are corrected. ey
LAWRENCE CONLEY, Sec,
R. No. 3, Grove City, Ohio.

on strike?

Township, y
Chicago Congress

December

college R
meeting the
attend the military ex.
ercises in Lewisohn Stadium as
|they had a right to do, but they
| were refused admittance, and when

Says Recovery Act May
Be Used To Thwart Labor

By LOIS BRIGGS

A mask to cover up conditions
has been the sum total accomplluh-j
meni of the administration in|
Washington. The underlying reality
has not been touched. Revolts and
crashes loom. In face of this left
wing groups will have to unite for
concrete action on the
field.

These are the opinions of A. J.;
Muste, chairman of the Conference |
for Progressive Labor Action, ex- |
pressed in a speech at CPLA head- |
quarters in New York after Presl-

dent Roosevelt had signed the Na- | mmmnt groups constitute only a|members of the National Student | On the following day the deputies

tional Industry Recovery Act.
Mask Rather
Than Change

“Roosevelt’s program,” he said,
“has put a new face on conditions,

but it is a mask rather than a |

economic difficulties.

“It seems likely that the situa.
tion will grow worse. Drastic reliet |
curtailments may result in a large
scale revolt of the unemployed
which will soon reach the window.
smashing stage.”

If the administration program
rides for a few months, as it may,
due to the fact that the immediate
psychological and political crisis
has been met, prices will rise, the
prospect for profits will drive cap-
italists to attempt to speed up pro-
daction. In this event, the speaker
said, labor will have to fight.
Provisions May
Thwart Union

“But the administration has two
devices to overcome militant labhor
activity; so-called voluntary wage

D,

economic | ¢

| they refused to disperse several
were bheaten by the police
Attacks Meeting
| With Umbrella
They retreated and commenced |
| another open-air meetinz. All went |

well till President Robinson
increases, and company unions. Tha | pened by with some Army officers.
labor provisions of the Recovery|He became infuriated and attacked
Act will be used in this way tof,thc- meeting with
thwart fighting unions. To counter- | was carrying.

act this, our energies must be fo-‘ The week following, 21 ware ex-
cused on the economic field, and ‘ pelled and nine more were suspend-
left wing groups will have to form | ed for six months. Some of those
genuine united fronts for concrete | gisciplined were not even present

an

action or priceless energy will be | Mgy 20, They were disciplined be-
wasted in working at cross-pur-
poses, as in the past,” he declared.
Hits Critics
of Unity

Hitting at critics of the unlted‘
front who emphasize the fact that The students, most of whom are

cause they criticized the Umbrella
Prexy at subsequent meetings.

Fight For
| Readmission

‘hﬂndful of the mass of workers, and | [«¢ague or of the League for Indus. |
‘that therefore the issue is unlm‘{
| portant, Muste pointed out that the]""“"""“‘“ They have undertaken
| left wing workers constitute 90 per | # 1e8al fight which is being handled
|cent of the forces in the labor|b¥ the American Civil
tmrwemem which actually do the | Union. and are al
| work of organizing and fighting for
labor.

change in underlying reality, It can |

not ride long. At most it may have |
12 to 18 months to go, because in-
flation and curtailment of produc-
tion do not touch the underlying |

| mass pressure,
I
‘that the A. F. of L. officialdom wlll‘
not come into united fronts, nor |

fight.

the meals are eaten |

the strike they had at Camp Dix |

hap- |

umbrella he!

trial Democracy. are demanding re- | (e Prussian Landtag met and de-

Liberties |
the same time
carrying on a campaign to arouse
particularly “rom
“The OPLA recognizes the fm_tvmlloge students, to back up the

FOREIGN NOTES

By CHARLES LAGNER

AUSTRIA
|  Aeccording to Vice-Chancellor
|

| Winkler, Austria will soon have a
militia in place of the hireling army
it now possesses

Diplomatie nego
tiations have paved the way for the
introduction of a six months militia

| in 1934. Militia. in this is the

polije way of saying compulsory
military service. An attempt to
assassinate Landesrat and Heim
wehr leader, Dr. Steidle and the
governor, Dr. Rintelen, is being
conected with the National Social

case,

ist campaign against the govern.
| ment, Twenty-three Nazis were ar |
The government pub- |
lished a proclamation restoring the |
uniform of the
in the

rested

old
Austrian national
Back to pre-war militarism

Austrian army
army

BELGIUM

The Socialist Party through its
| Central Executive Board, demanded
the immediate convocation of Par |
lImnu-m and its dissolution to give
vhl' people who have heen betrayed
'hy the government an oppcrtunity
|to exprfess its will through new
| elections

|CHILE

| A new government
| the military training of
children, beginning with the first
'nl)mol year Allowance will be
| made from the period uf service of
{the coming recruits for the time
‘d»-vulhd to military training during

decr

orders !
all schoo!

school years. The purpose of this
new measure is: (1) to arouse the
{ youth of the country to a spirit
of patriotism, (2) to eflect savings
{in the military budget. Patriotism
comes first
DENMARK

Fascist intrigues along the Ger.

man-Danish border with the threat
| of German occupation of those por-
tions of Denmark which were Ger
man but originally form-
ed a part of the Danish state, are
impelling

for a time

the government to in-
garrisons and fortifica.
the North Schleswig

crease its
tions along

border

FRANCE

There are at present 25000 Ger-

man fugitives in Frince The
conflict within the Socafist Party
is growing in intensity. The right
wing, led by Renaudel issued a
manifesto in which it threatened to
split the Socialist group the
Chamber of Deputies if t} party
Congress were to institute condem-
nation proceedings against This
manifesto was signed by 65 depu-
ties and 9 senators, It is a well
known fact that of the 130 deputies

in the Socialist Chamber group, 80
stand with Renaudel. The Labor
Union organization of France (Con-
| federation Generale du Travail) de-
| cided on June 21 to arrange
onstration in answer to the
| ment inaugurated by
|and tax payers
urged to

a dem-
move-
merchants
Workers are being
use the weapons of the
boycott to gain their demanffs
GERMANY

On June 8 the Executive Board of
the Social Democratie Party issued
a call to the Socialist Labor Inter-
national and its affiliated parties
in which it announced that it had
‘“transferred its seat to Prague,
Czechoslovakia, in view of politie-
al developments in Germany.” As
the official ergan of the party, the
“Vorwaerts” will appear weekly un
der the editorship of Freeerick
Stampfer beginning with the mid-
dle of June. The call was signed by
Otto Wels, Chairman of the party.

| belonging to the socialist group of

cided that the seat of tfe party
would remain in Berlin. On the
following day the Social Democrat-
ic Reichstag deputies met and enm-
dorsed this decision, emphasizing
that no illegal propaganda would
be tolerated, and that those mem-
bers of the Party executive who
remained outside of Germany would

will the Socialist Party, except for |
}a few individuals, but we will not
abandon our efforts to achieve the
‘hroadeut possible united front.

GOOD BOOKS AND
PAMPHLETS

| An Outline of Economics, 75c.
| Role of the CPLA | Outline of Economic Geography,
| “In these activities the CPLA has 75¢.

| a crucial role to play. We insist on | Short History of the British
non-sectarianism on the economic| Empire, 36e.

field, and we oppose adventurist,
disruptionist tactics. Trade unions, | Poems for Workers, 10e.
unemployed organizations and poli-
tical groups must have absolute
freedom of speech, self criticism
and democracy must prevail. On
this basis the CPLA will work with
all groups.”

Economic deveiopments will strip
the administration’s liberal mask
from underlying unchanged condi.
tions, and the crisis will be worse
than ever. he said.

Soviet Pletorial, 10e.

Cartoon book, 5e.
Communist Manifesto, 10c.
How Should Labor Vote? 15e.
Important Union Methods, 16e.
Order from
LABOR ACTION BOOKSHOP

including postage

B w21 »

The Paris Commune, by Lenin, 20c.

Teachings of Karl Marx, Lenin, 10c.

128 East 16th St., New York City
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be expelled from that body. On a
motion by Loebe it was decided “to
appeal to the government to liber-
ate those members of the party who
are still being held in protective
imprisonment.” On June 22 the
Hitler government, dissolved the
Party and conflscated all jts prop-
orty.... The former Senator Lopan
rommitted suicide.... The former
SPD publication director of the
Kassel Volksblatt, Johannes Kaem-
ofer commitied suicide... The
SPD Reichstag deputy Antonia
Pfuelf who was a member of the
Reichstag since 1919 committed
sufeide.... The Communist work
or Karl Lottes who had been in
terned in the Concentration Camp
at Dachau, was shot ‘frying to es

... KENTUCKY MINERS...

A Four-Part Story About the Harlan Coalfields

Part 1L
THE LAW

Back in Harlan
telephone poles,
the sidewalks.

The same old
the same cracks in

I walk along the streets and the
people, most of whom I have
known for years, and some from

childhood, throw up their hands,
and some shake hands, but they
are worlds away
“Where have you been so0 long?”
I tell them that I have just re
turned from New York, where I
worked in the labor movement
“Is there good money in that?”

they ask
To the old-timers, the checker
players who gather in P. V. Cole's

checker-room above the Harlan Na-
tional Bank, I explain that I'm the

| champion Communist checker play-
| er of New York City. They laugh

By TESS HUFF

Yet I protected myself in the
hope that they wouldn't shoot me,
not actually, or dynamite
house, since I was a native,
tant relative of the sheriff,
miner, and knew everybody
wasn't quite sure,

the
a dis-
not a
But 1

Then my game was completely
ruined
We were used to bad mountain

men who honestly looked the part
But one day seventy well-dressed
and steely-eyed gentlemen
arrived from Chicago, P*‘tsburgh
and New York. We were greatly
perturbed. The underworld we had
read about, but never seen, and
the city gunmen overrun
thoroughly com-
petent to do a good job I saw
them, and that was enough I
went back to the checker-room and
even my old friends were 80 nerv

dour

dapper

the town, looking

AN\ —
i
4\‘
|
N

half a dozen games before they be-
gin to see the checkers

Most of the townsmen are am-
azed to see me back, and two or
three, still whispering, have blurt-
ed out the truth: “I lowd you'd
gone for good. Looks like you'd be
afraid back here. Have you seen
the sheriff wet?” I reply that the
sheriff hasn't seen me yet either,
and make a joke of it

In the days of the mine war
however, when I sat here pound-
ing out news stories on this same
old typewriter, while across the
street in the courthouse the sheriff
and his men stood by the windows,
eyveing me, it was no joke. I played
a nervous game of checkers mysel!
in those days, and my game grew
steadily wonrse.

An exsheriff came around ome
day to tell me that it wouldn't
surprise him to find me hanging
from a lamp-post some morning.

The sheriff's men warned my
neighbors that they were in dan-
ger—my house was liable to be

blown up, just any night. And my
game got very bad indeed.

Of course, they were only trying
to silence me, or so I explained it.

But then an editor was shot as
hea was leaving my house one morn.
ing, and a newspaper reportar was
shot at while coming toward the
house one night. And then one day
four of the sheriff’s men tramped
through the house, armored in
breastplates, armed with revolvers,
one at each hip, emptying boxes
and drawers. And then—after that
the worst checker players in town
beat me two out of three games.

f e
“They pulied up their coat
- coliars and plowed for home.”
. ~
. ';" =
but they are nervous and I win ous that we couldn't play anything

but swap-out.

Well, the old town was dead,
or soon would be, and it was a
very nice time to leave. The fam-

ily needed sleep, and so did I. To
the great delight of everyone, ex-
cept the checker players, 1 left the
town.

And at Brookwood Labor Co!
lege, Katonah, New York, where
A. J. Muste held forth, I learned
that labor wars are struggles be-
tween classes, that they began with
capitalism, that they are an ines-
capable part of capitalism, and
that they will end when capitalism
ends, not before. I learmed that
the brunt of the long struggle falls
to the lot of the miners, here and
aoroad, wherever miners are. And
that in America the cut-throat bitu-
minous industry clamps its teeth
upon coal miners, and women and
children. Not because the owners
are bad men, but because the sys-
tem is bad. Nor do the miners
strike and starve hecause they en-
joy it. And this proceas, this fight,
this misery and waste, must go
on until coa! is taken from pri-
vate competitive hands.

But now, back in Harlan, I find
the people worlds away from all
! this, and they are baffled.

The red mine war has sunk into
a black brooding silence, and the
town is old, its bonanza bloom
gone, and it cowers before uncom- |
prehended forces.

There was a time when the
townsmen jingled lots of money.
The mines up the six valleys had
regular run and the miners came

to town in train-loads, crowded tho

narrow streets, gave their money
away. But today they are depressed
and unhappy. The bankers post
placards of “A Business Man's
Prayer and the Business Man
Ay'S I hereby delete the word
lepression from my vocabulary; I
will mention prosperity to at least
three 1stomers every day And
still the wnsmen talk taxes and
hard times

Across the street is the court-
house and the sherifi's office, the
sheriff's windows still whitewash-
ed——he put it on two summers ago
when his red pound body,
seen thr t windows, prob
ably felt too much like a target

And across the street from the
courthouse is the law office where
I write this. Here you have the
law books, loads of them, redolent
of the smell of dead justice, dusty
and unused. If you want to know
what is legal and illegal, you open
the hook but in Harlan the ques-
tion is, what can be dome, what
an't, and by whom, and the books

are not much help. They serve to
impress the Justiceseekers
who yme from the country

naive

t file law suits
In the office are two lawyers
They are talking about the veni-
son supper in the Hugh Jones Res-
tayrant
It was this
Judge J

way
mes killed deer and
nvited all the members of the
Harlan bar to a venisom supper
You know how it is. If you are
lawyer you'd much sooner
f your right arm than mies a
given by the judge who
ur cases

the

cut

supper
tries y
Sc all the
the town's
a half dozen
day S¢

lawyeis were there,
thirty-three, including
who were sum-
superintend-

or so
*hool teachers
ents, deacons

They

waiters

and the
in with platters
ioaded with tall glasses full of red
liquid. A glass of this was plump-
ed down hefore each lawyer They
wondered what the red stuff was

They knew it wasn't liguor, be-
cause the judge had a mania for
law and order. All his elevated
legal life he had been holy hell on
liguor makers, sellers apd drink-
ers

Nevertheless,
bottled in bond!

The half dozen Sunday-school
lawyers were horrified. The glasses
beld half a pint.

They made awful faces, but be-
tween stified Lorror and deference
to the judge, they drank it dowm.

It must have been funny

The lawyers are so hilariously
upset by what happened that they
can’t go on.

“l never saw such a sight since
the God ever made me!"™

The judge gave a talk om the
necessity for the preservation of
wild game He singled out the
game-hog as an example of what
no self-respecting citizen should
ever become.

Then the topping-off touch, the
sight to be remembered. The teto-
tallers staggering in several direc-
tions homeward.

“They pulled up their coat col-
lars, just as high as they could
get them, like this, and plowed for
home."

The lawyers roar.

Conner Howard comes in.
has heard that I am in town.

“Have you been down to see the
dead men?’ he asks.

“Have you seen them?
| “I haven't seen them. They have
twenty-three now.”

“Is that all of them?”

“They say they've got them all
| out.”

“All of them down at the Cnm
berland Hardware?”

“Yes."

The lawyers leave the office and
Howard Conner tells his story.

(To be continued)

seated themselves
hurried

it was liquor, oid

ists were imprisoned.... In Dues.
seldorf, Hannover and
there were food riots during which
warehouses were stormed by hun-
gry citizens. ...
GREAT BRITAIN

The by-election in the district
Hitchon resulted in a victory of the
Conservative candidate, but pro-
dnced also a marked growth in the
vote of the LeftSocialist Labor
Party candigaate Arthur Wilson,
who gained 2,000 votes over the last
election. The Conservaiiges lost
4000 votes.... On May 22 there
were registered in Great Britain
2,582,879 unemployed, 1. e.. 144,756
Jess than in the previous month and
158,427 less than i the same period

eape’.... In Kattowitz 66 Commun-

el -

@ the foregoing year...

Bochum |

IITALY
| Dr. Goebbels, Gorman Minister
tor propaganda, was preesnted

with a stiletto during his visit to
Romic. An appealing bit of s¥ym.
bolism! Clandio Treves, director
of “Liberta,” the organ of the
Italian Anti-Fascist Concentration

of the Italian Soclalist Party, died
in exile at the age of 65.....
JAPAN

Negotiations with

Tokio on the 25th of Junme......
The A iation of Jap

ex-deputy from Milano and leader

the Soviet
government for the purchase of the
Chinese Kastern Railway begins in

Cot-
ton Spinners decided to boycott
Indian cotton in reprisal against
the erection of a tariff of 7% per

cent on Japanese cotton goods in
British India.... In Osaka the Ja-
panese Fasecist Party will publish
a Japanese biography of Adolf Hit.
ler in the near future..... :
SOVIET UNION

The Electrode Plan of the Dnie-
per Aluminum Combinat is begin.
ning production.... The drive for
a more adequate food supply for
Soviet workers is going on all
along the line, as indicated by the
growing frequency with which the
opening of canning factories, meat
combinats. bakeries and similar es-
tablishments is announced. Recent-
‘ly the public was informed that a
fruit canning plant near Khojent,
Tajikistan i§ nearing completion.
The plan is designed to pack 16
million cans annually.
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HARRY A. HOWE

I don’t think it's right to ques-
tion the motives of the big ex-
ploiters when they help Rooseveit
give the workers and farmers a
uew deal.

For a long time the exploiters
have been deeply depressed and
worried and gloomy and griet-
stricken, and it was only with pain
in the heart that they could men-
tion the unemployed.

WHERE ARE WE GOING?

THE Roosevelt administration recovery program continues to

crowd everything else off the front page. Where are we going
under this program? As Lasor Acrtion has already pointed out
this is by far the most important question before American work-
ers and farmers today.

In seeking the correct answer to this question it is important
to take note of one item which has disappeared entirely from the

front pages. Nothing more is heard about the investigation of the | course, that the exploiters had | and that might go pretty hard with

House of Morgan and the other big banking houses. The Morgans,
the Rockefellers and the rest will remain just where they have
been. That means that the system which they represent remains.

vTVvwvweyw

SAVING AMERICA FOR THE BANKERS

HE country is being saved—for whom? Under the various due to the crisis. And the crisis— |

farm acts wheat and cotton acreage is being taken out of pro-
duction. The farmers are to be compensated out of a “processing”
tax. This tax will ultimately be paid by workers who wear cotton
and eat bread. By thus raising the price of farm products it is ex-

pected that the value of farm land will again go up. That will mean

that mortgages which have become nearly worthless become valu-

able again. Thus the mortgage-holding class is being saved by the

government.

The Glass-Seagall banking bill insures deposits. On the sur-
face this also sounds like a measure in the interests of the people.
For the United States government to put itself back of the deposits

in banks would be just the thing if the government and the banks | !/ke to have plenty of workers to
were controlled by the people and run in their interest. However,

while the banks remain in control of the same old financial barons,
this bill simply means that the government insures the bankers.
It cannot let them fail again without bankrupting the government
itseli. Thus the banking class is saved.

The Naticnal Industrial Recovery Act comes to the aid of
manufacturers. The act provides for the repeal of the Anti-Trust
legislation, which should make it easier for the big fellows to swal-
low up the little fellows. The industrialists are told that they muyst
be good boys and not expect too big profits right away. Tempo-
rarily, at least, they must restrain themselves. However, if they
are good boys the power of the government will be put back of the
effort to place industry on its feet and unquestionably before long
greater profits than ever can be made. Thus the industrialists are
saved by the government.

Meanwhile at the London Economic Conference, upon which,
according to declarations made by President Roosevelt not so long
ago, the whole fate of the world hung, the United States delegates
cannot make up their mind whether they are to follow a policy of
economic nationalism or economic internationalism. That is to say,
they cannot or will not decide whether the United States is to
go it alone and tell each other nation to go it alone (which means
the same cut-throat competition on a large scale which, on a smaller
scale, ruined our national industries) or whether there is some
way by which the nations can cooperate in the work of recovery.
If on the international field there is to be a partial truce on eco-
nomic warfare, something has to be done about war debts, about
the high tariffs and about stabilizing the monies of the various

* countries, The United States so far has refused to do anything

or to permit anybody else to do anything about these matters.
Nationalism, which only a short time ago was denounced by all

| "“What an opportunity to make
| money, and it's all going to waste,”
| they ¢ried. And indeed the coun-
Itry was in a bad way. More than
| seventeen million couldn’t be ex-
| ploited, because of unemployment.
| So they are helping the admin-
istration give the workers a new
deal,
- - -

should be understood,

It of

| nothing to do with bringing about
| the depression. True enough, they
dropped seventeen million from
| the payrolls, but their hearts bled.
It ought to be plain that unemploy-
ment is due to unemployment, just
as the depression as a whole is

| but no use to trace it back, you'd
find maybe that most of the unem-

| ployed just quit work without
rhyme or reason.
L - -

Generally speaking the big ex-
ploiters—who like to be called
“business men"--are content en-
ough to own the factories, banks,

railroads and the rest of it, includ-

The Way Out; What Lies Ahead
for America, by Upton Sinclair.
Published by the auther, Los
Angeles (West Branch) Calif,

HIS little pamphlet contains
nine “letters” to a young rich
man, a capitalist. His name is
Perry. His father is a big capitalist.
The first sentence in the book
says: “We don't have to waste my
time or yours establishing the fact
that there is something seriously
wrong with our country.” The final
one says: “Is it altogether a Utop-
ian dream, that once in history a
ruling class might be willing to
make the great surrender, and per-
mit social change to come about
without hatred, turmoil, and waste
of human life?”

The author hopes Perry and the
icapltallats and the professional
| classes will be sensible. They can
!stuhbornly cling to capitalism, and
|at last there will be a revoution,

Ithem. Machinery and lives will be

there is some chance of gaining con-
cessions from the master class; still
he presists because in the United
States the thinking is middle-
class, the workers want to get rich,
the majority of the capitalists are
middle-class in their feelings. And
he thinks the captains of industry
may relent a little. But, as he asks,
“Is it altogether a Utopian dream ?”
But the best part has to do with
the New Deal. Here we see Roose-
velt trying to stabilize industry
and increase the flow of money.
“What it comes down to is that
we are going to tax ourselves, to
get money to pay ourselves sub-
sidies. to provide ourselves with
‘effective consumer power’.”
And the next crash will be worse,
Let the President declare the
postal savings banks open for all
sorts of accounts, and invite the
people to bring in their money,
thus destroy the banks, take them
over, take over the basic industries,
provide work for all, pay adequate

| destroyed. Or they can do as Sin- |
| clair advises, turn the industries;
| over to the people for use, sell out |
im the government, and quit chok- |
ling industry to death and keeping
| millions in semi-starvation by the |
private profit strangle-hold |

Some revolutionary groups call!
;him a “social fascist,” writes Sin-
| elair, and say that he wastes nis |
|time and misleads the workers by
writing letters to millionaire exploi-
|ters, thus making it appear that |

f Fundamentally, thinks Sinclair,

wages . . . and at the same timo
pay for the industries (say an hour's
work a day) until they are paid for
and belong to the people. But so
far the New Deal has done just
the reverse: tried to put business
on its feet again. fixing up for an-
other crash.

the problem is one of mass pres-
sure. Let the people decide Wha!‘[
they want, and they can get it, and
nothing can stop thern. J

School Notes

i

ing first mortgages on all the|

. 3 Aot a“ s New York.—The rates are $12 a |
policemen, National Guardsmen, | & tasteds room’ and: board
| | week, d a
| soldiers, American Legionaires, | " ° EN T O

| legislators and judges, but they do

exploit, and they are willing to
help Roosevelt.

They insist, of course, that the
workers and farmers get a real
| new deal. On this point they are
very stubborn.

Yet, it’s funny, the National In-
| dustry Recovery Act caused some
of the exploiters to worry. It ap-
| pears there were three or four
| small exploiters somewhere down
South who misunderstood the pur-
pose of the Act. How this hap-
| pened, nobody knows, but they
| thought it was an attack upon ex-
ploitation, and they had convul-
sions, and ome of them, it is said,
| turned grey overnight.

And the same misunderstanding
was shared by certain liberals, and
even by workers and leaders in
the labor movement itself,

The only way I can explain it is
that they must have forgotten that

in the United States J. P. Morgan |

i= still President.

Anyway the exploiters rushed to
explain. They were in full sympa-
thy with the Act. And immediately
the half dozen little exploiters who
were throwing fits bezan to re-
cover, and got much better, while
the bewildered liberals—but let's

not speak of them.
- - .

liberals, including the president, as selfishness on a large scale, is
now being pressed.

Robert L. Lund, president of the
National Association of Manufac

Meanwhile, to descend to something which may appear simple t"‘“"' e ‘"’;‘ °"‘“"“;’°“ ot P‘“'
on the surface but which has its significance none the less, the New | Fiotic :”“"I ‘:p’”" 'b:d are “l'
Deal threatens to swallow up genuine labor educatoin also. In a | érested in giving """l e ”"
! recent issue of the World Telegram that well-known liberal, Harry | "‘;" Steal U“"t ltvl‘ nte;’s ll:hs-
Elmer Barnes, under the caption: “Education for a New Deal” | take), °'m°t out strong for the

speaks in high praise of Brookwood Labor College as it is being | R‘f‘"m Act: X
reorganized. He ends up by saying: “Far-sighted capitalists will! “I am convlncecli.. said the re-
also wish for the prosperity of Brookwood. It asks for little more | formed Mr. Lund, “that the admin-
for labor than is necessary to assure the sheer survival of capital i istration of the measure will be
; ism.” Thus the prophecy of Muste, Tippett and others who severed | in safe hands and that we should
¢ their connection with Brookwood this spring, charging that it was | cooperate to the fullest extent to
becoming conservative and academic, a ‘semina m:
female young ladies,” is being fulfilled with startling rapidity.

the Act. We have every assurance

that the law will not be eo ad-

| -

Labor Action—militant revolutionary struggle by the workers ministéred “l‘° “9": “l"::“‘ i
and farmers is still the only path to a genuine New Deal which will | 1sfactory emp °’“‘°"L ':'i °“'i"

save the masses and not the profiteers, That is, says Mr. Lund in polite,
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of the working class will continue,

NEGRO CAPITALISM | but on a slightly increased scale

HERE is the Universal Negro Improvement Association. Thisi
group openly proclaim that they alone have been anoimgd‘ ORDER YOUR BOOKS
with the holy chrism that is necessary for the salvation of the tml: from
ing Negro masses of the world. “Down with the white r)r:astcrsl.:] Labor Action k Shop
“p1 s : : y Boo
% shout, “Unless you join us and unite with Negroes the wor! S et e YN

you are doomed.”
What this group is advocating is a Negro Capitalism. This Send for Price List.
theory of a Negro Capitalism is just as antiquated as Methuselah. SR
Are we to believe that a capitalist, just because his skin happens to | EEFEE=E
be black would treat his workers any better than a white capitalist? | 56 ¥0U Wik show
Decidedly not. Capitalism, which is an economic system of free | b i S oA NG
private enterprise, by its very nature prevents that. ‘ ::-«; '-“-‘-‘-"02' ‘ ‘l"::: o o o
Since capitalism is a competitive system every capitalist is in

s e s

Lewis?
business for but one purpose and that purpose is to make profits. | why 10,000 Dlinois coal miners
Profits have always been taken out of the hides of the laboring h-v--"I been on strike for 14
9 months ?

If You Do, Subscribe to
THE PROGRESSIVE MINER
Edited by COAL MINERS

Yes there is a Negro problem. That problem is also a white |
problem. It is a workers problem regardless of race. That problem |
is how to get food when the workers have not the means of buying | nnewed ‘Weakty
back what they have produced. e : . [

hope then of the salvation of t egro race lies not in

the gnfe‘een rc;’I:ed“fi?sdn!u of the Universal Improvement Assocm-}
|

|

PROGRESSIVE MINER
GILLESPIE, ILL.

jon but in strong industrial unionism of all workers regardless of

B A v b tet

for male and | insure the successful operation of |

earnest language, the exploitation |

|
i |
o

And It Can---With Your Help!

Address: GERRY ALLARD Editor |

and a few scholarships are avail- |
able, says the Affiliated Schools |
| tor Workers, 302 East 35th street.i
| New York City, in announcing that |
{an Institute for Office Workeis will |
|be held at Oberlin College. Ohio,
| beginning July 15.

“Discussions are to be held on
current economic topics with spe-
cial emphasis on the office worker
in relation to present economic gnd
social conditions,” the announce- |
ment states. Workers of all shades |
| of opinion are invited to apply for |
| admission.

The Institute will continue two |
| weeks.

i |

DENVER, COLO.—If the public |
|school system is to be saved the |
| teachers themselves will have to |
| do it. |

This is the opinion of Florence |
Curtis Hanson, seorr-taryirnasurer‘,
of the American Federation
Teachers.

“The schoois must be saved'” |
ste declared, “by teachers or-|
ganized nationally, with a national |
program, working in and through |
| organized labor.
| “It is unfortunate
teachers did not build the roof |
| before it rained, but will they |
{build it now while it ie raining )
|and they are getting very, very
[ wet?”
| Reviewing the tragic plight of
{school children and teachers in
|the United States, low wages, un-
| paid salaries. closed schools and
‘reactlonary boardls of educations
that bar married women from
| teaching positions, Mrs. Hansoh
said a national crisis confronts
education. If the system is to be
saved the teachers will have to
do it themselves, she said, through
organization.

that the |

PAWLING, N. Y. — Manumit
School for workers’ children has a
new director, Mr. Willam Fincke,
appointed June 11 at a meeting
of the Directors of the Manumit
| Associates.

Manumit, a progressive school
for the children of workers, was
founded in 1924 by Mr. Fincke's
father. The school has 177 acres
of land in the foothills of the Berk-
shire Mountains. ;

Mr. Fincke, who is an instrue-
or in the New York University
Institute of Education and at the
Art Workshop for Women, plans
to follow in general the traditions
| of the school. Arts, crafts, music

| the workers’' government of Russia

In U. S. S. R. |

CHICAGO, ILL.—Every toiler in.

receives free medical aid, and they |
don't stop your pay when you gel!
sick. This is what surprised Seema |
Wollis of Chicago, who went to |
work in Russia. |

A letter from Seema to her|
friends tells how surprised she |
was, |

Wages Not Stopped

“During the nine months of my
work here I have been ill twice-
for 4 days and 7 days,” she writes
“I received medical attention free |

| of charge and upon returning to

work was surprised 'to dlscover‘

| that no deductions were made from |

my wages for the period of my ab-
sence,

“For 21 years that I lived in the |
United States, not once did I enjoy |
any social insurance benefits. In
case of sickness I had no one to
care for me, and if the sickness |

of | lasted for more than several days, | 2anization

{
Free from Worry |

“Here the working men and wo- |
men alike are free from worry of |

I invariably lost my job .

| what will happen to them in case |

they get sick or too old to earn a
living. There is nothing like Sov- |
iet social insurance in any capital- |
ist country.”

Seema says she is working in the
production-planning department of
the Moscow Electric Equipment
Plant.

-

Over 17 Million Out
of Work, School Says

NEW YORK-—Out of 49 million
normally employed workers in
America, 17 million and 34 thous-
and are looking for work, accord.
ing to the Alexander Hamilton In-
stitute, a conservative school for
business executives.

-——

Union Goes on Air to
Outwit Edison Spies

In an effort to outwit stool pig-
eons employed by the Edison in-
terests, the Brotherhood and the
National Committee on utilities
and Labor are sponsoring a week-
ly radio broadcast from station
WEVD. Broadcasts may be heard
on Friday evenings from 8:45 to
S P. M

and other cultural subjects, linked
with farm life, are important in

| ed

|the workers. We are not against

Victory or

Which S
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Defeat—

hall It Be?

By A. J. MUSTE

The forces of militant labor in
this country are today coufronted
on the one hand with the gravest
danger and on the other hand with
a4 tremendous opportunity,

The Roosevelt administration
is making the most gigantic
and persistent attempt to hyp-
notize the masses into the be-
lief that, without any struggle
on their part, prosperity is to
be restored through the Na.
tional Industrial Recovery Act
and other administration meas-
ures. The very fact that even
the most reactionary business
and financial interests are wel-
coming these measures and
that an unheard-of barrage of
propaganda is being released
to “sell” them to the workers,
is itself the best indication of
the fraud and danger which
they involve.

Under the N. I. R. Act the Stag-
ger Plan will be put over on a na-
tional scale and while the very
lowest wages in the most sweated
industries may be somewhat im.
proved, wages generally will be de-
flated and standardized at a very
low level. It is no accident that
just as the N. 1. R. Act is about
to be passed, the railroads should
be demanding a drastic 22% per
cent reduction in the wages of rail-
road labor!

Dangers for Labor

The most dangerous sections of
the Act are those dealing with the
organization of labor. The Roose-
velt administration poses as the
ardent friend of organized labor
o8 did Woodrow Wilson in an earli-
er period. The Act contains fine-
sounding expressions about the
right of labor to organize and bar.

| gain collectively.

Even if the administration were
100 per cent sincere in its protest-
ations of friendship to labor, it
by no means follow as a
matter of course that clean, fight-
ing, progressive unions would come
into existence automatically. The

would

’uu\'t'rmm-m professes to recognize

the right of workers to organize.
Employers who fire workers for
joining a union or being active in
organizing them. are under the
National Industrial Recovery Act,
to be stamped as traitors and ene-
mies of the national well-being.
Wherever the workers permit them
to get away with it, however, the
bosses will, of course, try to get
by without having any kind of or
of their employees.
Where this proves impossible they
will openly or secretly encourage
the building of company unions.
There are already a number of
big steel and coal companies which
have organized company unions in
the past couple of weeks.

Where there is a union tradition
or for some other reason, some.
thing that looks a little more real
than a company union is demand-
the American Federation of
Labor will be called in to line np

|the A. F. of L. as such. We are
out for unity and not disruption in
the trade union movement. But
many unions in the A. F. of L. are
autocratic. Any attempt on the part
of the membership to express it-
self is met by brutal repression.
Many unions have become bare-
faced rackets, Many are in the con-
trol of gangsters.

Furthermore, the dominant
policy in the entire A. F. of
L. today is not that of fight
ing the government and the
employers in the interest of
the workers, but of working
harmoniously with the govern.
ment and the employers, which
always ends up in the workers
getting the short end of the
deal,

A few days ago practically all
of the miners in Ohio who had for
several years had practically no
organization, many of whom had
been bitterly disgusted with the
United Mine Workers of America,
were suddenly lined up in the U,
M. W. of A. under a wage contract

the program of the school.

which makes it impossible for a

Editors of Labor Action.
Dear Comrades:

I am sending you $1.57, a one
tion, a 3 months subscription, and

Lanor Acrion is the topic of the day. Every-
$1.00 per Year Dody that reads it comments upon how it is writ-

ten, its clear simplicity. It surely
{a large circulation.
’

Comradely yours,
| Mike DeEMCHAK,

Mount Carmel, Pa.
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miner to make a decent living &«
which furthermore provides tha:
there are to be no strikes! Th:
condition of the workers will he
worsened rather than improved it
they are to be herded into such or
ganizations which are honeycombeg
with corruption and in which any
free expression of opinion on the
part of the membership is crushed
by brutal physical force which does
not stop short of murder,

Thus the National Industrial
Recovery Act may be used to
build fake unions, subservient
to the government and the bos-
ses, or company unions. Not
only will no impetus be given
to clean, progressive, industrial
unions, fighting the class strug-
gle of the workers against the
bosses and the government, but
a bitter war of extermination
will be waged against genuine
fighting, economic organiza
tions. They will not be tolerat
ed by the side of the govern.
ment-sponsored Fascist unions
which are being foisted upon
the workers of this country.

If at this time the militant
elements in the labor move
ment are listless, cowardly or
divided among themselves, the
forces of reaction will cripple
all fighting unions in the Unit.
ed States as surely as they
are crippled under avowed
Fascist dictatorships in Italy
or Germany today.

The militant element in the
labor movement can, however,
turn the crisis into a great op-
portunity.

At heart the masses have no
faith in the much-touted Roosevelt
program. They are embittered b
the long suffering of the depros
sion, by relief cuts, by low wage
by short time when they are lucky
enough to have jobs. hy speed-up
by rising prices which cut into the
value of such meager relief
wages as they do receive. Many
|times even recently they have
gshuwn that they can and will fight
|even though confused and weak
{ened by inadequate, timid or di
vided leadership. Let them hear a
call to struggle by the united volce
of the militant labor forces and
they will respond. The program of
the bosses and the government wil]
be answered by a mighty wave of
| strikes.

We propose the following:

1. That at the carliest possible
moment militant elements in the
labor movement unite in issuing a
clear statement setting forth the
real meaning of the Roosevelt pro-
gram and summoning to united ac
tion against wage cuts, speed-up,
the campaign to destroy the fight-
| ing unions, ete.

or

2. In unorganized industries
such as textiles, steel, large sec-
tions of the coal industry, those
who are interested in effective or
ganization should immediately con-
fer on the situation in the industry
and how steps may be taken to
ward stirring the workers to strug-
gle and building industrial unions
whose purpose is to fight the bosses
and the goverment in the intereste
of the workers,

3. As soon as adequate prepara.

tions can be made a great: Con-
gress of economic organizations—
A F. of L. unions, independent
unions, TUUL unions, unemployed
organizations, minority groups
where unions will not attend of-
clally—should be held. This should
not be another gathering for
speeches, hot air and the passing
of resolutions. Its aim should be to
give the clean, fighting elements
in these economic organizations a
sense of the solidarity and strength
of their forces, and to unite those
forces for immediate action in the
interests of the unemployed and
the employed throughout the soun-
try.
4. Out of this Congress or as
soon as possible thereafter ghould
come a determined effort to solve
the problem of how the obstacles
in the way of uniting all the fight-
ing elements on the economic field
may be overcome. There must be
some center to inspire and coordin-
ate the activities of these forces.
That center must be free from the
domination of any political group.
It must aim to build the broadest
mass  organizations on a class.
struggle basis.

There is no time to be lost.
The danger in which all left
wing elements in the labor

movement find themselves
must now be faced.
" Political and personal differences
must not be permitted to Interfere
for another minute with immediate
steps for united action on the eco
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