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PERSPECTIVES FOR
FIGHTING THE TORIES

The present political situstion in Britain ks dominated by the fight against the Tory
anti-union legislation. The outcome of this struggle will be of enormous importance in
determining the evolution of the anti-capitalist stroggle in Britain. A defeat for the trade
unians could well demoralise workers for 5 whole period; a victory, on the ofher hand,
cuuld open up a period of political struggle and revitalise the entire labour movement. The
policies pursued in this struggle are, therefore, nok of mere academic interest. Any mistakes
made could have extremely serious repercussions,

The experience of the struggle againsi the Labour Government's [n Flace of Strife
proposals demolish all spontaneist arguments. Because  this mavement was restricted 1o
defensive formulations it virtuslly disappeared anee the Governmen! appeared to be
climbing down (however, we recognise the role played by this struggle in stimulating
subtequent wages militancy ).

The shock wave which went through the Left when the viciousness of the Tory proposals
wis revealed. induced a pawerful desire for unity. While this is obviously to be welcomed,
in some respects it clearly lays the hasis for “lowest common denominator” politics, so
beloved by the Caommunist Party, Tribunites, etc. It is exactly this tendency which, through
its dominance of the anti-ln Place of Strife campaign diverted the first major palitical strike
movement for 43 years into harmiess channels. The idenlogical and political fight against
this tendency is therefore a key task for revolutionaries. The least that would resull from a
repeal perfarmance of the 1969 events would be the loss of a wonderful opportunity: al musl
it would be a very serious sathack,

Qe of the chief weapons in the armoury of those wha, in the interesis of unity, want to
confine the struggle to a defensive posture against the Bill, is that the Tories are motivated
by ideological reasons. This gives the movemen| a false perspective and leads to tactical errors.
It has the additional danger of underpinning o tendency for the whole affair being transfor-
med into a “Labour (o Power" crusmde.

We accept, afcourse, that the Tories are full of hatred of the trade union movement. but
this doesn’t explain their palicies nor why, at this particular moment, they are coming
forward with such an attack on the working cliss. [deological reasons might affect the
precise nature of their proposals and determine minor aspects of their tetics; but far
desper processes are invalved,

The starting point for any analysis must be that British capitalism is in 2 severe and chronic
erisis. Its specific weight in the capitalist world has show u constant tendency to decline. Irs
economic performance has been sbysmal compared with that of important trading rivals.
Its grow th rate has been about half that of comparable capitalist countries and less than &
third or 3 quarter of its most dynamic rivals— Japan and West Germany. In modern
capitalism the scale of operations is decisive. British capitalism has been kept oul of the
f=st growing West European market and its rivals have got into its former preserve, the
Commonwealth. Despite some successes in the immediate post-Korean war boom, the
Tories could not halt, let alone reverse this tendency. Thus some sectors of capitalist



opinion favoured the return of o Labour Government in the 1964 election. Labour was lo
sulve British capitalism’s economic ills by getting the economy going on the strength of
Harold Wilson's, * white heat of the lechnological revolution I Labour’s ability to

achieve this wa believed (v be in its pbility to get the unions to accept  an incomes policy.
thus clearing away working class opposition to eationalisation measures and integrating the
unions into nec-capitalist planning. What actoally happened®

In the decade or so leading up 1o the Labour government., Britain had a rate of grawth
trend within the range of 2's to 3% per annum. Mr Brown's National Plan was to change all
this drastically. The annual growth rate was (o be pushed up to 4%, In the event the annual
rate of growth dropped to s mere 1.5 1o 1.9%. This is lower than one could expect from
purely normal technological development. greater “know-how”, growth in the labour
farce, et

Far from changing the pattern, the situation got worse: there has betn a slow-down in
investment which will result in @ tendency for even lower grow th rates. THe nne sucoess
of the Labour Government— a 10% increase in exports between 1968 and 1969 was
abtained at the expense of slowing down consumpition and transfer of resources from
investment o exports. When this seen in the light of the “one-ofl"” effect of devaluation,
it is not surprising that the rate of increase of exports had dropped ta 3.5% between fourth
quarter 1969 and fourth quarter 1970, lmports in the sime period increased by 5.5%. In
the eves  of the business cammunity Labour's pelicies ulso led (o galloping inflation. So
Labour failed, and failed badly. to solve British imperialism®s economic problems. Now on
to the scene gleps the bold Ted Heath. Whart is his solution?

Firstly, the increase in the expansion of consumer spending must be limited. The purpose
of This is 1o make available more funds for investment and exports.

Secondly, to curb inflation, the main cause of which is, in his eyes, “inMationary’” wage
settlements.

Thirdly. to reduce Government expenditure. THis having the combined effect of being
defationary and reducing tax marging, which in turn gives businessmen more funds for
investment.

And how duoes the Heath government hape to achieve these ends? By a fall-scale attack
on workers living standards. “Inflationary ™ wage settements must be phased our. Huge
cuts must be made in expenditure on the social services. To do all this Heath is obliged (o
attack the trude unons and decisively weaken them.

We leave aside the question of whether such a policy can be successful. The OECD is of
the apinion that even more is required: a wages freeze should be imposed immediatly. Heath
disagrees, but the only point of difference is regarding the best way to cut workers living
standards in order (o increase profit rates,

Heath's present reluctance to impose 3 wage freeze is based upon two considerations:
one that such a strategy is self-defeating— Labour’s efforts in this field are a painful
reminder of this and, secondly, that Britain's present healthy balance of payments position
gives him enough time to make a more “peaceful” transition to a state of affairs where the
unions ane corporatisad. But such considerations presuppose the rapid introduction of
measures, through the industrial rebatjons Bill, to decisively diminish the ability of the
trade-unions o resist his economic offensive.

This is just ahout the sum tatal of room for manocuvre which is left fo any capitalist
government in Britain. The eaperience of the Labour government demonstrates that any
real alternative capitalist solution is non-2xistent.

Any call to defeai Heath's trade union propusals must therefore be linked with a fight
ta drive the Tories out of office. Any attempt to make the Torles 'see sense” or persuade
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them that their policies are “harmful 1o good industrial relations™ (see TUC petition) are
ludicrous and ulopian in the extreme.

A call ta bring down the Tories immediatly raises the question: " What is the alternative
to the Tory government™” Different tendencies an the revolutionary and reformisi left will
give different answers to-this question, according to their general assessment af the stage of

tish capitalism.

f one thinks, a5 The Communist Party, the Tribunites and certain “marxist™ groups seem
to, that there is an alternative capitafist strategy to that of Heath, then the answer is simple
Labour to Power. Ofcourse 3 certain steribe qualification will be made: “with socialist
policies.” That seems even more absurd and utopian than the idea of making the Tories see
sense. What forces are there to capture the Labour Party for these socialist policies?

Within the Labour Party the picturs is of further decling of internal life and a move (o the
right. More than 25% of the constituency Labour Parties and boroughs did not even send
delegates to the Party’s annual conference. Barbara Castle again headed the poll af constituency
members 1o the National Executive Commitiee. The Tribunites | their leader Rrmly enscon-
ced in the Shadow Cabinet) withdrew their amendment in the House of Cammans without
getting any guarantes that Labour would pledge itselll 1o withdraw the Bill when returned.
On the other hand we hove in this country @ very militant movewment fighting for higher
wages and against the Tory anti-trade union Bill. A movement. despite ils hesitani leadership,
capahle of bringing 6(0,0{0 people out on o political strike.

Here there is potential, here there is life and big poscibilities of o leftward anti<apitalisi
development. Moreover, if we can deepen this movement and extend it to include more and
more trade unionists we will have the strongest anti-capitalist campaign since the 1926 Gener-
al Strike.

Herein lies the answer 1o the question of who should replace the Taries. The preseni
movement against the Bill must be deepened and extended through the Action Commitiees
to become 3 movemen| o throw the Tories out of office. A mavement girong enough o
do this can be, and will be ahle, if revolutionary leadership develops. (e provide the basis for
a governmen | based upon the workers organisations under democratic control. If local
Labous parties contineed to support candidates who would not campaign all out against the
Tary Bill and other aspects of Tary policy and for the overthrow of the Tories, then the
trade union movement would have to provide its own candidates.

In the Action Committees, in the trade union branches. in the trade councils. these issues
should be discussed. Revolutionaries have the duty to play the key role of bringing inta these
discussions 1 socialist stralegy. A socialisi strategy must give an answer 1o the question of
what form of government should come aut of a successful strugele to overthrow the Taries.
Ta merely repeat the slogans of the past is to hinder the development of an anti-capitalist
movemen! with a sociahist evolution.

Our slagan is that of a workers gavernment based upon democrmtic control of workers
organisations-—- in the present context the only realk mass workers organisations are 1o
be found in the trade union movement.

N8B The more immediaie problems of strategy and racrics are discussed in the 1M
pemphiet THE STRUGGLE FOR CONTROL, available from IMG publications, 8d

{including postage) from 182, Pentonville Road, London N1
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THE UNORTHODOXY OF
JAMES CONNOLLY

CONHOLLY THE BOURGEOIS NATIOMALIST?

Among Scientific Secialists, Connolly's prestige is imfense. He
is certainly the pre-eminent one in the British Isles and the Common-
wealth countries, and hi= position ranks high vis-a-vis the American
leaders. Any serious at at Socialist theory in Ireland must take
into account Connolly's in this field, Lt must also cansider the
reasons for his failure and for the continuing division of [reland
between two neo-colonial states.

Infortinately too many of the writings on, and editions of
Connolly have been produced less to help clarify the present situation
or even to find the truth about the man than to justify the special
sectarian position of their producers. By themselves, the new explo-
rations shout Conmolly tend merely to increase the existing confusion
in people's minds. The danger of this is that it will tend to neutra-
lise the effect of our increased knowledge. Many will accept as
gospel one or other of the simplifications. Worse still many will glve
up any attempt to consider Comnolly at =ll snd relapse into an unthink-
ing admiration for him as "the Socialist leader of Easter Week". Some
of these may even come to uEtEt the arpment that Connolly, though
great, is now irrelevant and that his real importance for us
begins and ends with his signature on the Proclamation af Irish Inde-
pendence, But this cammot explain the most striking thing about
Comnolly; his continuing readership. In this he is practically unique
amongst his contemporaries. Sian Fain ignores the writings of its
founder unless perhaps its members want to bane yp on nineteenth
century Hingarian history,” Georpe Pussell (AE)" and Horace Plinkett
are remembered (inaccurately) as co-founders of the Irish co-pperative
movement. Their political writings are forgotten. MacSwiney's
Prinaiplas of Prasdom loomed out of the surrounding mists some years
apo, and has since disappeared again. Only P. H. Pearce has anything
like Connolly's survival, and the reason is as much fnrﬁdmlnglul
as political interest. If Connolly is now irrelevant, there are
a lot of people who need to have the fact explained to them more
analytically than is now the case.

But of course, this cannot he done. The teachings of Connolly
are, in many cases, more televant today than when he wrote them. That
"Nationalism without Socialism is national recreancy is even more
evident now then when it was written. While the Irish experience of
the state-sponsored bodies brings home to us the truth that “state
ownership and control is not necessarily Socialism - if it were, then
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. the Army, the Navy, the Police, the Judges, the Gaolers, the Informers,
and the Hanpgmen, would all be Socialist functionaries". The small
farmers! predicament was esied by him seventy years apo as "'the
system of small farming ¢ ed out by the cometition of great famm
and scientific cultivation of America and Australia”. This general
development of world competition is leading Irish capitalists to apres
with Conmolly's conclusions in the Aseomquest of Iveland that "the
democracy of Ireland, amongst the first of the Steps necessary to the
regeneration of Ireland, must address itself to the extension of its
ownarship and administration to the schools of Erin". [Indeed they will
probably find it necessary to do this on a basis less satisfactory to
the Churches than he proposed. With all this, one finds in Connolly,
a major development of Republican Internationalism, initiated by the
United Irishmen. Comnolly tums it into intemational Socialism, stating
that revolutionary action jn Iteland "may yet set the torch to a
European conflagreation that will not bum out until the last throna and
the last capitalist bond and debenture will be shrivelled on the fumeral

| of the last warlord." Neone ¢f these facts, howsver, are any more
m the expression of Connolly's method and his spplication of it to

| Irish problems.

]~ In Ireland itself one of the commonist distortions is that Comolly

was an "'orthodox" theorist in the traditions of Plato and Aquinas,
rather than an "unorthodox" bum like Karl Marx. For example, Mr. Thomas

| | P. 0* » eplgone the Irish Press admits Connolly's Socialism but

1 "Soe ‘ means for him, no rore than "stress on the 'social' aspect

1 on society, on all its members'. This definition (which could include,

' in practice, romantic Comservatism or plain Fascism) includes Marxism

! but (obviously) does not coincide with it. For Mr. 0'Mahony, Marxism

I is an "intrinsically evil" vanity for three reasons. It "envisages at

|| some future point rance of a classless society and this is

- historically i:nevi.td:lji. [t "denies the existence of God, the reality

! of spirit, the immortality of the human soul”. It holds "that the

| basic &nd most important activity is production, and that all

| other forms of activity are derived from, and ultimately related to it
(in & dependent sensae)".

We may ignore the distortions in these descriptions. What concems
; us is the fact that at least two of these distinguishing aspects of
| Marxism, are also aspects of Comnolly's theory. The man wrote: "On the
i day that the political and economic forces of labour finally break with
' capitalist society and laim the Workers' Republic these shops and
factories so manned by industrial Unicmists will be taken charge of by
the workers there employed and force and effectiveness thus given to
that proclamation.” That is not the statement of a man whe failed "to
envisage .... the appearance of a classless society .... as histori-
cally inevitable", nor did he make any such statements. Iobowr in
Irish fistory is centred on the very assumption 'that the basic and
most important human activity is producticn, and that all other forms
of activity are derived from and ultimately related to it.' What is
more in the July issue of Liberty, !'r. D"Mahony is forced to recognise
Comnolly's acceptance of this principle in Labour, Watiomality & Feligion,
which seems to cause him considerable amnovance. True (and despite
. some of his more fanatical Marxist supporters), Connelly does not appear
to have denied "'the existence of God, the reality of spirit, the immor-
tality of the human soul". He ac d the sacraments when he was
facing certain death, although Clarke and Macliarmada (who could not be
Smeared as "Reds'") refused them: although he kept strictly to non-




denominational forms in argument, he allowed himself in his aispute
with Walker to refer to "our religion™. Even so, his attitude to ‘
religion was his own: "'If any special interprezation of the meanings
of Scripture tends to influence human thought in the direction of
Socialism or is found to be on a plane with the postulates of Socialist
doctrine, then the scientific Socialist considers that the said inter-
gurgtatim is stronger because of its identity with the teachins of

or

ialism, but he does not necessarily believe that Socialism is st

its position more impregnable because of its theological ally". To
base a defence of Connolly's "Orthodoxy" upon his non Marxism appears,
then, to be misinterpreting the concept's: meaning.

But Mr. O'Mahony himself, is forced to recognise this. In the
Aunst edition of Liberty, he solemnly declaves that Connolly is
"Orthodox" because, unlike Marx, he bases his Socialism on the concept
of "Justice". This waters down the whole concept of Orthedoxy. "“But
it does more! it-ignores the facts. Marx did know the ideal of
"Tustice”, one has only to read his early work the Zeomomic and Fhilo-
sophical Mmusoripte to see this. What is more, he knew it better than
Mr. 0'Mahony does, for he kmew it well enough to recognise that, as
a force for social change, it is quite inadequate, precisely hecause
different people (penamlly correspond to different clusses) have
different idess of it. Thus Marx begsn search for Scientific
Socialism, and he found it. His discovery was sccepted readily by
Comnolly as well as others who had found out the utter usalessness
of the primacy of “ethics" over "politics” in class society. As far
as ""Justice" is concemed, Marx and Connclly could he interchanpeahle.
Marx' Capital contains many tortured demuncistions of the injustice
of capitalist society. Connolly's fabewr, Wattomalily § Religion
ends by putting in the bost on Fr. Kane® when the latter had taken the
(very "Orthodox") line of appealing for "pity for the poor”.

Mr. 0"ahony however seems to feel that he has proved his point.
He writes "it seems to me that in the light of what we have been dis-
cussing only a fool or a bigot would dore to call Connolly a Marxist"
Later he hopes ha haz "accompl iched with zome messure of success my
primary task that of vindicating the name and ideals of Connelly (rom
the pernicious charges that people are wont to raise” .... it seems a
pity that the man should have lsboured so long in vain. Indeed he
appears, now, less a dragon, than as another of those whose minds have
been crippled by an early over-dose of Catholic scientology - sorry,
social science. [Instead of accepting Cennolly, he feels he has to
defend him from the smears of filthy Maraists and the 1ike, He does not
realise Connolly's value to Irish radical pelitics lies precisaly in his;
acceptance of Marx's methods, and that to try to exclude or diminish the
Marxism in Comnolly's thought is merely to de-gut the thought itself
and reduce its effectiveness in the struggle for the "Justice" to which
Mr. O'Maheny pays 1ip service.

This does not mean that Connolly has nothing to offer the relipious.
On the contrary, his clarity, the firmess of hisarpuements, the wide
range of his knowledge all make him the ideal guids ot Lnhristians
towards Scientific Socialism. [n this sphere, his writings, however,
"Unorthedox" can only be faulted by invocation of the intellectual
thuggery of clerical infallibility.

It is when we come to his orthodoxy as a scientific Socialist, that
we find his positicon less tenable .




lH CONNOLLY'S IRELAND

The besis of Scientific Socislist theory (and thus, Commolly's
theory) was summarised by Friedrick Engels. In his introduction to
the 1883 edition of the Commmiat Mmifesto he writes. as follows:

'"The besic thought ruming through the Manifeste that economic
production and the structure af soclety of every historical epoch
necessarily arising therefrom constitute the foundation for the
political and the intellsctual history of that ¢peoch; that conse-
quently (ever since the dissolution of the primeval commmal owner-
ship of 1and) all history has been a history of class struggles, of
struggles batwean exploited and exploiting, between dominated and
dominating classes at various stages of social development; that
this struggle, however, hes now reached a stage where the exploited
and oppressed class (the proletariat) can no longer emancipate itself
from the class which exploits and oppresses it (the bourgecisie],
without at the same time forever freeing the whole of society from
exploitetion, oppression and class struggles. - this basic thought
belongs solely and exclusively to Marx'.

But this is only the basis of scientific Socialism. Between the
writing of the Manifésto and Connolly's appearance as a Socialist
g B e g e L By o

phileo cal anal ir origi discovery.
Marx' Capital and mﬁﬁm Erumzire and Engels’ Anti-Dughring
deve the scientific Socialist viewpoint in economics, history
and osophy. New lems had arisen which had to be considered
scientifically. The tiers of talism stretched financially
and ically so that it its highest stage-Imparialism.
The P Commme provided grounds for a revolutionary ysis of
the state whilst Ferdinand Lassalle developed another, reformist,
outlock that harmonised with the needs of Labour bureaucrats in
party and trade wnions. All this means that Scientific Secialism as a
whole could not, in Comnolly's time, be restricted to the Mmifasto.
of the Commotist Party, In addition the writings of any Marxist are
inevitably shaped to a greater or lesser extent, by the circumstances
in which he wrote. Therefore if, for example, we wish to assess the
view that Connolly was objectively a "bourgecis’ nationalist, then we
mst consider the background to Comnolly's teachings. Without this, the
science in Connolly's Socialism cannot be measured, since what is essen-
tially scientific about such Socialism is precisely its basis on hard
facts rather than utopian visions.

When we do this, we see that Commolly had to work under conditions,

objective and subjective, that made a Socialist revolution in Ireland
more of a hazard than in any other area on the North Atlentic seaboard.

In the first place, the relationships of the classes were unde-
vel in comnection both with extemnal relationships and intemal
confrontations,

Ireland was placed as a colony of Britain, ruled directly by a
!}:I:eian Parliament through a bureaucracy and constabulary appointed by
the same.



The bourgeoisie divided between the so-called "national
bourgeoisie aﬁ? the s:%saig;ht collaborators (or, as they called them-
selves, "Unionists”]. , the difference between these groups
was not the same as that existing under similar circumstances else-
where. Due to the closeness of the British market, the exporters had
acelimatised themselyes to it and were now the most prdent Unionists-
On the other hand, the "national” bourgeoisie had an economic bafe
that was usurious and mercantile (or, as the Irish term itr, " i 13
Ita interest in naticnalism was in that aspect of the ideal that centred
on the control of government ., Under the Union, certain lucra-
tive areas of a very large often sinecurist bureaucracy were given
gutomatically to Uniomists or even Englishmen. The gombeermen wele
intent on cutting this wasteful expenditure and giving what remained to
Irish Catholics, "Home Rule' meant no more than a state of affairs
that would enable them to do this. By 1910 divisions as to the tactics
of achieving such an ideal resulted in the formation of the breakawzy
"All For Irelend League", which had the backing of the larger Cathelic
businessmen, but this was secondary.

The real nationalist demands were put forward by the workers. But
here there was snother complication: During Connolly's first period in
the Irish Labour Movement organised workers were only found among the
artisans, a group of le with petty bourgeois aspirations (to rum
their own business, etc.). They were thus doubtful converts to any
clear Socialist line and between 1005 and 1910 (when they were distracted
by the immediate prospect of "Home Rule'), they made up the bulk of
Griffith's &5inn Pein with its demands for the creation of a true
“national’’ bourgesisie by protection of industries. lntil 1907 the mm-
skilled workers were unorganised, but even after Larkin had founded the
1.T.G.W.1Il., the prospects of Socialism among them remained uncertain.
The main centres of factory production in ITreland were, for verious
ressons, difficult to organise; in Belfast, religious strike kept the
workers divided: in Guinnesses brewery in Dublin, there was little
definite for Larkin's agitational skill to use.

Outside the towns was the bulk of the population: the farmers (of
different sizes, usually in inverse ratio to the quality of the land)
and, south and east of the River Shanmon and Lowugh Neagh, the lshourers.
The latter were simply the poor relations of the wmskilled labourers of
the townes and were to prove less easy to organise successfully. The
farmers were in varying stages of transition from temancy te property
owning. For the largest (many of whom had never been temants, and some
of whom were landlords retrenching) the change enshled them to maintain
their position amongst the rest of the bourgecisie. For the smallest,
it meant 2 new fomm of servitude to the local gombeenman, the
latter's use of credit, such as mede the smallholder a potantial ally
for the worker. This L{:rssibilit}' encouraged Connolly eventually to
offer an alliance to Irish Agricultural Organisation %
leadership of the agricultural co-operative- movement of George
(AE) and Sir Horance Plunkett. But this movement wWas mainly centred
amongst the developing petty bourgecisie of the medium-sized dairy
s it e f“"m;u;g" Fiag hs eoperty
st i ir capitalist position. Only by
situation (the remmants of landlordism) could the small medium
farmers be wmnited as a radical force. Fianna Fail proved this in the

1920s. But Irish Labour developing later vis-a-vis its peasantry th:m



Labour elsewhere, never developed policies that would win that class to
Socialism.

Dutside all these s yet affecting their outlock, were the
Churches, of which the gﬂuli: Church was by far the largest. But

the centering of Protestantism, in the north-east created divisions
along the religious line such as aided the exploiters st the expense
both of the exploited and of the national wnity. For the rest of the
country, the Catholic Church had its feet placed in the camps both of
the "Unionist" buresucracy and of the bourgeois Nationalists wotking

in the departments of the first and presiding at the meetings of the
second. Its influence was thrown towards peaceful change in the
political status quo, such as could not, in practice, change the class.
relations within it. However, its control of education strengthened

the force of its propaganda in this direction.

These objective conditions, were magnified by subjective factors.
More than other European Socialist of his generation, Connolly was
mimr,%mtimﬂy and organisationally. Marx and Engels had

tten much about Ireland, but little of their work had been trais-
lated. Branches of the First Intemational had been established in
Dublin, Belfast =nd Cork, but they had died with the parent organi-
sation. What was more, there had been no follow-up Whereas Germany
had had Bebel and Wilhilm Liebnecht to Socialist Foundations
for Rosa L » and Russia had P1 to carry out the same task
for Lenin, Ireland had Michael Davitt with his orgenisational pers-
pective bowrided by the trade unions, and with an ultra-left viewpoint
on the national issue that isolated him from the working class ideclopy
of Fenianism whilst ensbling him to Temain an isolated figure amongst
the parliamentary Nationalists. A Socialist movement could not be
based on such an analysis, nor could it develop in such a sphere.

Personal problems added to Commolly's task. Not anly did he have
to eam his living as an unskilled labourer, but on the tiny wage he
received, he had to support a wife and six children: a larger family
than that of any OtheT of the Emm of European Socialism. On top
of this, in his agitational tasks, he received much of the day-to-day
orgenisation work. Indeed, towards the end, he appears to have developed
such a belief in his own talents that he insisted on combining the twe
full-time jobs of Commander-in-Chief of the Irish Citizen Ammy and
\Etl:ﬁﬂg-:um Secretiary of the Irish Transport & General Workers lnion.
But facts, though handicapped him could only have a quanti-
tative effect on his work which had its own overwhelming problems.

When Connolly arrived to begin his political work in Dublin
in early 1896, he had an immediate advantage. Both wings of the national
movement were in disarray after the fall of Pamell. The Parliamen-
tarians were still split, having been demoralised further by the defeat
of Gladstone's second Home Rule Bill in 1893, The physical force 1.R.8.
had placed its hopes in a misalliance with Pamell that was shattered
after the latter's death and the succession of him as leader of his
group by the genteel John Redmond. What was more, gpportinities for
hational agitation were cbvious, in 1897, ""The Eamine Queen', Victoria,
would have been on the throne sixty years and, the next vear, 1898,
would-be the centenary of the United Irish Rising.

1]



In the face of rhese facts (and they would be repeated |
during Cennolly's Irish career), demmnciations of Connally's ‘mﬁu
with Nationalisr'' a amazingly confused. Of course, the thing
would have been for 11y to have joined an all-British Bolshewik-
type Party with full recognition of the right to self-detemmination for
natiomal minorities, but where was such a party? (In 1836, where was
it, even in Russia?) What was more, could such a party have hamessed
national feeling, as successfully as Connolly did, to steging any anti-
imperialist revelt?

THE_EARLY PAMPHLETS

Commolly had to use what he had at his!disposal if he was to have
any hope of success in his struggle for Socielism. His whole task was
to put the Socialist movement et the head of the Natiomal struggle,
and, from this position, to expose theoretically and actively the
limitations of the orthodox bourgenis naticnal perspectives. Towards
the erd, it might be said that he compromised in practice with the
bourgecis natiopalists; we shall see, however, that this was not
based on theoretical analysis.

What is certain is that the first Erioﬂ of Connolly's career is
that where he is the most scientific, re the party plays a major
organisational rele. Here, too, many of his less happy analyses of
the Irish issues ere less prominent than they afterwards became. i
is well shown in the lets he wrote at this time. His "Workshop
Talke" (published in 1908 as the first part of Sociaiism Made Easy)
his Erin's Hope (1897) and his New Fvangel (1901).

In the last two of these publications, Connolly's attention is
concentrated on the limitations of the capitalist approaches to
Socialism and Nationalism. In his "Workshop Talks'' he opposes the
scientific concept of the labour theory of value to capitalist wails
sbout "Socialist confiscation''. Here, too, he points out the cosmo-
politanism that exists behind the nationalism of the capitalist and
gives a prophetic vision of how little the achievement of 'pure”
nationalism would mean to the workers who had been fooled into limiting
their sights to it.

In the ¥ew Foaigel Comnolly attacked five other aspects of the
bourgéois nationalist viewpoint. His recognition of its essentially
confused idealism are seen in his articles on the "Economic Basis of
Politics” and on "Father Finlgy S.V. and Socialism™.

The three other articles need still more attention, as being
signs of fadmittedly small) his future development. His "State Mono-
poly versus Socialism’ shows us his recognition of the "Class State (as)
repository of the political power of the Capitalist Class" and that
“Socialism properly implies above all things the co-operative control
by the workers of the machinery of production." However, there are
hints here (85 in articles elsewhere at this ) of what would be
expanded by him, later on, into the sel ciency of the industri-
ally [not politically) organised workers '"to subvert the class state
and replace it with the Socialist State, representing organised
society." Anothor contributive tendency to this Syndicalism is found
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in his last article "Socialism and Political Reform™ here "the BEconomic
Basis" of non-proletarian political parties is treated as non-existent
and their lives considered in an over-simplifisd mamar. At the end o
his career in Americe, Comnolly would be reducing his class cmphasis on
any political party except as a propaganda force.

On the other hand, his article "Socialism and Religion", reveals
Comnolly in a sphere where correctness scarcely ever publicly left him.
MMSK a practicing Cathelic and one whe, in the dispute with Walker,
o el ly eI R x faiih fan et the ey ey
was 1 to t a ectin =10~
strugple rﬁiﬂm This article (& worthy intrnﬂﬁctim to his

t Labour, Naticmality & Feligion) shows how he does this. He writes:
"Socialism is based upon &8 series of facts requiting only unassisted
human reascn to grasp end master all their details whereas Religion of
every kind iz admittedly based on ''faith" in the occurrence in past ages
of 4 series of phenomena i icsble by any process of mere human
reasoning'. His stand on religion compares very favourably with that
of his most ive heirs, the Stalinists of the Irish Workers' Party.
He kept his religion to himself and was, as a Socialist, determinedly
nndn;hamﬂ] an (and a dedicated opponent of clerical manapement of
5 i

However, it is in the earliest of those three pmmphlets, mpin 'y
Hopa, the End gnd the Hegre, that Connolly mounted Eis most complete
attack on the assumptions of the various schonls of hourgeois Trish
Nationalism. He would develop various espects of it in later writings,

and never so correctly. In particular this

t contains his clearast realization that alliances hatwasn the

class and the bourgeoisie do not advance the strugple for
national freedom, but on the contrary that this "alliance" sabotages the
struggle. He states clearly that, 'No revolutionists can safely invite
the cp-operaticer ©f men or classes whose ideals are not: theirs and whom,
r.her?::ol:'um, may be compelled to fight at some future critical Stage
of the journey to freedom’.

This position of course rejects "stages" theories of the naticnal
struggle, i.e., views that hold that the struggle for national indepen-
dence must be separated from the struggle of the working class for
socialist revolution. This idea of Connolly's has, of course, proved
to be too dangerous for Social Democrats and Stalinists of all

ions and they have tried to soften the impact by contrasting the

ater remark of Comnolly's that: "The true revolutionist should ever
call into action on our side the entire sum of all the forces and factors
of social and political discontent”., But, in the full text, there is
no contrast; Connolly, being a scientific Socialist, linked the tin
Statements with a programme of demands. These included an eight-hour
day at a minimm wage for railwaymen and corporation employees, free
school meals (and later a state free food distriburion system) the end
of the poor law, a gradusted income tax and incomes over £400 p.a. and
comfortable ions for the aged, the infirm and widows and =
By linking these to the national issue Connolly thought to "call into
action .... the entire sum of all the forces and factors of social and
Euhtn:al discontent.” But mo one can say that he was thereby inviting
H:mc_u-u;:eratlm of men or classes whose ideals were not those of the
m !-II

iz




'| He is said to have remarked, years later, that this move was the
| EBreatest mistake of his life.

CONNOLLY IN THE U.S.A.

James Comnolly's period of activity in Amorics was a tuming point
in his political career., This is admitted by all serious resaarchars
but di ent reasons are given. To the orthodox Stalinists, he leamt
during it, for some uns fied case, to trust the "natiomal
bourgecisie” (whatever that was). To the Maoists, the clumge was not
in him but in the objective conditions while he was gway. The truth
lies with neither of these.

Part of the difficulty in fixing what occurred 1ies at the very

beginning of the task: in the simnle problem of discovering the facts.

| The best outline is, C. D, Graves' biopraphy, but its American chanters
suffer to a greater extent than rthe whole from the book's general
defects. Most of all, we lack te record of Comolly's American
writings, The Desmomd Ryan - I.T.G.W.U. (Irish Transport & General
Workers linion) selected works are least satisfactory in their dealings
with this period. Unitl these gaps are filled ane has to grope in a
twilight world.

All we can say for sure is that Connolly stayed in America from
Smﬂitler 1303 to July 1910: that during this period, he broke with
iy clear and revolutionary’ S.L.P. and joined, instead, (it seems,
on a purely emigrant basis) the looser, less homogeneous Socialist Party
of America: that, in this peried, he became & prominent organiser of
the original "one big union”, the Industrial Workers of the World, and
that, in the last months of his stay he wrote his most continually
Televant work, Labowr, Wationality 4 Religiom, and, perhaps his most
famous work Labewr in Irish History.

From this, certain facts are clear. Whereas his preaching of the
Socialist message does develop in depth, what he preaches becomes less
scientific. This is particularly clear in the field of organisation,
where his experience with de Leon and his entrance to the 1.W.N. can be
recognigsed easily as contributory factors to the Syndicalism of "The
Aza to the Root". But we shall see, too, that his American experiences
| had some unfortunate (though less decisive) results in the forms of his

gnalyzes of the national issue. Mr. Greaves mentions, also, as contri-
I butory causes for Connolly's dispute with de Leon (the leader of the
5.L.P.), disagreements on religion, the family and the possibility of
real increases in wages. (According to Mr. Greaves, incidentally, the
break did not come over de Leen's belief in the peaceful read to
Socialism). On the last two issues, Connolly appears to have been |
correct. (n the matter of religion, we have already seen that as a
[ Marxist, he was unorthodox but that his private Catholicism failed to

| handicap his Socialist practice, and that he was ahle to put forward
( theory that is of decisive importance in leading Christians to Scienti-
fic Socialism.

"The Awe to the Foot" was published as the second part of Spofaliss
Made Ezey irmediately after Connolly had broken finally with de Leon to
join the S.P.A. The present author has discussed this part of the
pamphlet and itz importance in Irvish Socialist history in his introduc-
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tion to the 1068 edition of Soofzifsm Made Fasy. Here it is enough TO
remembar two ASpECTS.

The more important is thﬂdmmp;mdin,ﬂ.ﬂtfﬁlemluufmm-
As a result of Commolly's experience in America, he leamnt the valus of
industrisl umicnism, But he leamt it too well. The results of the
backwardness of the [rish working class that had forced him tng to the
U.5.A. were misinterpreted by him as being entirely due to the ahsence
of industrial unionism. In fact, this absence was itself a bye-product
of the existing sconomic weakness which had been the overall reason for
the failure of a potentially mrrectrfuliti:al strategy: the development
of the 1.5.R.P. On top of this experience, Connolly's disputes with the
5.L.P. (ms, previcusly, with Hyndman's Social Democratic Federation) had
further prejudiced him against the political party us such. The indus-
trial Workers of the World provided the mnswer to the weaknesses of
craft umionism. By subordinating to it the political party as its
"committee”, it appeared to offer the answer to the problems besetting
the latter body.

The mistake was natural: it was, nonetheless, a mistake. Experi-
ence has taught since that if a Socialist politicel party is to achieve
the replacement of the capitalist erder, it should become what is
termed "a vanguard party’'. Such a body is primarily a school of mited
revolutionaries as Antonio Gramsci put it: "A Modern Prince'. The
trade wnion, en the other hand, cannot exist only for the future reve-
lution; it must work within society as it is, though it will depend on
the revolutionary-minded amongst its menbers if it is mot to degemerals
swiftly inte accepting that society. Thus many with sxcellent claims
to be trade union officials mst be excluded from menmbership of the
vanguard party and the party, {tself, may include meny revolutionary

& who are not trade wnion megbers hut whose aims are to destroy
capitalism. What happens when the finctions of the w0 ty-em--nf
organisation are confused was shown clearly after Connolly's death when
the 1.T.G.W.U. grew as a trade union while irs policies lost their
former Scientific Socialism. OF course, it may not be impossibla, for
a trade wnion to combine its functions with those of a vanguard party.
All one can say is that it has never been dmme yet and that to attempt
such a task would seem, normally, to be handicapping aneself mduly.

But was "the nature’ of Connolly so different from Lemin on this
matter? The Maoists of the Irish Cormamitet tganisation do not seem
to thirk so. In the 1.C.0.'s interesting collection of articles, The
Margien of James Commolly we find it stated (p-33) "hut before we deal
with the question of the Party let us d of the idea that Connolly
thought that the growning concentration o trade wnion crganisation
was enough to bring socialism:

"Recently 1 have been complaining in this colum and elsewhere of
the tendency in the Labour movement to mistake mere concemtration upon
the industrial field for essemtially vevolutionary advance. My peint
was that the amalgamation or faderation of unions, unless carried out
by men and women with the proper revolutionary spirit was as likely to
create new obstacles in the wey of effective warfare as to make that
warfare possible, The argument was reinforced by citations of what is
taking place in the renks of the railwaymen and in transport. There we
find that amalgametions and federations are rapidly becoming engines
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tor steam-rolling or suppressing all manifestations af revolutionary
activity or effective demonstrations of brotherhood. Every appeal o
take industrial action on behalf of a wion in distress is blocked by
insisting upon the necessity of "first obtaining the smction of the
executive”, and in practice it is found that the pracess of obtaining
that sanction is so long, so cumbrous, and surrounded by g0 many rules
mnd regulations that the union in distress is certain 1o be either
distupted or bankrupted before the exacutive can he moved. The gresater
hionism is found in short to be forging greater fetters for the
working class ...." (The Problam of Trade Uniom Orgarieation, Pomvard ,
23rd May 1914: not republished since)

"Concerning the party, he wrote:

"There is only cne remedy for this slavery of the working cluss,
and that is a socialist lic ..., there is only one way to attain
that, and that way is for the working class to establish a political
partrlzf its omn .... Inﬂn:lminf is we will only be fullu;i.uu the
example of our masters. Bwn!: g itical party is party of a class
(The Worksre' Republie, p.45). g

m"'ﬁh yes', it can be said, 'so {h-u-m[hly had an inkling of the need
an independent working class Party: but of course he had no con-
ception of the Leninist Central Committsa'. Well let's ses.

"'1 have often thought that we of the working class are too slow,
or too loathe to take advantape of the sxperiences of our rulers . ...

"In the mdern State the italist class has evolved for its own
purposes of offence what it calls a Cabinet., This Cabinet controls
its fighting forces, which must obey it implicitly, If the Cabinet
thinks the time.and opportimity is ripe for war, it declares war at the
most favourable moment, and explains its ressons in Parliament after-

1 'Can we tﬂl:lstol.lrmwiﬂi such a weapon as the capitalist
class rrust irs? I think so' (Forward, 23rd May, 1914: not Tepub-
lished since). :

"What is this if not a statement of the need for a Leninist Central
Commd t tee?"

This explanstion does not convince. [t is based too clearly on a
set order of quotations, using as a link between two passages from a

ine published in 1914, sentences written eleven years previously
( are, as a matter of fact, takem from Connolly's election address
for the Wood Quay Ward, Dublin, in January 1903, before he took up his
agitational career in the .5.A.). But even without this, there is
nothing in the quotations to suggest that Connolly saw the party as be
being more than a "Political Committee” of the Trade Unicn Congress.
Trne, he cbjects to "amalgamation or federation of mions, unless
carried out by men and women with the proper revolutionary spirit". He
Suggests too, the need for a "cebinet”" to lead the working class move-
ment (which, as we have seen, probably means, for him, the trade wnions).
What he does not ask, in these mattsrs, is how the properly revolution-
&y men and woren are to be discovered and encouraged to take their



rightful places on the workers' "cebinet'. Without this, the =

body appears not as the "Leninist Central Committee' but as the sort of
bureaucratic grouping that William O'Brien did actually set over the
I.T.G.W.U. within three years of Connolly's death.

In any case, what is lnown of Comnolly's years with the 1.T.G.W.U.
end what has besn lished of his writi {by all parties) gives the
lie to the concept of his unconscious Leninism in this matter, the
Irish Labour Party and the Irish Citizen Army were created after the
fashion of comnmittees of the trade union movement. The Socialist Party
of Ireland was never encouraged to expand its sctivities or its organi-
sation beyond the realm of a "pure propaganda' body during Connolly's
life~-time. And, in 1914, when Larkin was geing to America, Cormolly
insisted on combining with the post of Commander-in-Chief of the I.C.A.,
that of Acting General Secretary of the I.T.G.W.U., thus weakening his
scope in the former office. From his republished writings, it is clear
that the creation of a vaguard party was not of major importance to
him. It seems likely too, that his confusion of the industrial and the
political forces of the working class was a factor in his suggestion of
a working alliance with George Russell (AE) and the rural co rative
movement (Recomguest of Iveland, Chapter VIIT}. These proposals involved
an uncritical acceptance of Russell's claims for the co-operatives as
small, rather than, as they were, medium, farmer bodies. They also
showed a decline from the ultra-leftist collectivism of his I.5.R.P.
period to a similar avoidance of the class issues in the countryside
combined with acceptance of the existing land divisions.

The second significant aspect of The Axe to the Root iz closely
bound up with the conception of the trade wunion as being a vanguard
party. We find him here taking & view that by itself meaps that the
working class can take power peacefully when fully wnionised. In
practice, this viewpoint was taken in isolation by individusls already
developing as bureaucrats and became an excuse for inaction and a
readiness to play second fiddle to the pelitical forces of capitalism.
However, it should be seen, more correctly, in the context of Comnolly's

other writings.

Just what Connolly's total theory was may not yet be fully known.
Too of his total writings (especially his American ones) have not
been lished since their first appearance. Their addition to our
knowledge may yet make qualitative changes in one's understanding of
Connolly. Nonetheless, a model of his theory should be created, however
unfinished it may be. Such amndel will serve at lsast, to tect one
from the unscientific assumptions of others, especially om national
issue which so dominated his last years.

At the base of Connolly's theory was his Scieptific Socialism.
This led him to recognise the inadequacy of all the is theories
of the Irish Question, both Carsonite and Walkerite,  but also Redmondite
and Republican. On the first he wrote "that the historical b unds
of the (Labour) movement in England and Ireland are so essentially dif-
ferent that the Irish Socialist movement can only be truly served by a
party indigenous to the soil and explained by a literature having the
same smméail.m[l’om, nd M‘I.Ethﬂg 1913). Om Rud::ndisihe , he rmrkﬂm d:
"every ing year has seem amellite party become more moTe
conservative and reactionary’ (Workers' Republic, B8th October 1898).



On the demand for the Republic he was careful to differentiate between
the idea of "a 1ic as in Prance ..., {or) .... as in the United
States" and his ideal of a Socialist Republic. (Shan van Vooit, January
1897). ‘Ihis ideal was, at first, to be achieved merely by means
"nearest our hands" (Workere' Fepublie, Sth August 1899), Later as
Comnolly qeu in experience, the means became more certain. We have
seen that his concept of the instrument that would achieve this Workers'
Republic was the "one big wnion", with its political (and later, mili-
tary) committee. How this would achieve the desired and was a matter
which varied according to circumstance. Thus, he was to take
a stand in general support of the Principle of Home € (rather than
denounce it, as such, as a bourgeois diversion), while the demand was
still a living issue. Onee home rule had been pranted (and shelved) he
put forward the call for a republic in alliance with people whose eco-
nomic theory had not advanced beyond Tane.

The fact is that Connolly never considered that bo is "Home
Rule” whether in the shape of "flome Rule™, of a Republic [or, certainly,
of a "Free State") could, in itself smash imperialism in Ireland. Thus,
while recognising Irish capitalism's subordination to the world system,
he placed the organisations influenced by him (a5 he had placed the
[.5.R.P.) in the forefront of the national struggle (never too far for-
ward, of course) in order to help force a viclent break with Britain.
If such a revolution occurred, Connolly knew that it would develop in
4 manner now generally known to Scientific Socialists as that of "Perma-
nent Revolution". This covered several possibilities. One was that the
Labour moverent would take control ot the national movement as the
various national bourgeois leaders were driven by fear of it to com-
promise with Britain. Another was that "Ireland may yet set the torch
to 3 Buropean conflagration that will not burn out wuntil the last throne
and the last capitalist bond and debenture will be shrivelled on the
fineral pyre of the last warlord" (Ir<sh Worker, Bth August 1014). A
third was that the national demands of the bourgeoisie would be granted
in full (or, at least, as at present, fully enough to effectively kill
the remainder gs an effecitve revolutionary force). In such an EVEnt,
Connolly advised the Citizen Ammy to "hold on to your rifles”. In other
words, to act as a mucleus of the force that must eventually take power
for the working class from the collaborating capitalists. Such a

of "Dual Power" existed in Russia a year after Connolly's death,
whilst the leadership of the Russian workers got ready to take full
control, Once such a concept is understood, it becomes clear that
Cormolly's ideal of the unionised workers finally shrivelling the shell
of the capitalist state merely clarifies certain details of that twilight
iod he emvisaged to be another form of Soviet development within the
[l Power such as Russia would know in 1917,

From this, it is clear that there are a nimber of errors in the
traditional analyses of Commolly's theory. One can clearly discount
the extreme lunacies as to Connolly's surrender to bourgeois nationalism,
or his acceptance of the method of Aerum Sovarwm. But one can aleo deny
the more subtle mis-statements. There is one, for example, that
Comnolly beliéved that something called "naticnal freedom’ must come
before social freedom (this is confusing because it accepts, as Connolly
did not, the claims of hr.uranis nationalism). Again it is said the
"Dual Power'' of the years of the Tan War was qualitatively the same as
that put forward by him embryonically, (this is misleading because it
ignores the fact that none of the leaders of the then Irish Republic
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really wanted more than a reform of the national status sithin
irperialism). And, finally, we have the defence of m@ﬂ
forward by Thomas Johnson in 1519 mﬂbfﬂndﬂr{:mlull {the son of
James Connolly) and the C.P.1. in 1921: that “First c - them
the Workers' Republic” was gualitatively the same as “The e
but hold on to your guns". In fact, of course, the first is merely &
magical invocation: the second is a stratepgic directive.

But in faimess to Connolly's heirs, it must be said that
were handicepped by their scripts. Between 1916 and 1948 little of the
total works of Connolly, and after 1923, none of his earliest wri _
were published. The Ryan - I.T.G.VW.U. selections, imperfect uﬁ
are, do provide for many what was inmccessible to the cadres of
Labour movement when they were mest needed. In the struggle for inde-
pendence, after Connolly's death, these could only go on their remories
and on most (not all) of the parphlets. Without adequate revolutionary
training, their memories confused rather than enlightened them. As can
be seen, the pamphlets, by themselves, lack much that is of welve,
especially on the national issue, the place of which in Connolly's last
years we must now consider,

CONNDLLOY'S FINAL VIEMS

i

£

Two points on this matter should be examined first of all.
Mr. Stewart Crehan, for example, accuses Connolly of a ''compromise with
nationalisn’' in a context that clearly implies a belief that an all-
British vanguard party was a serious possibility (thus, he denounced
Comnolly for under-estimating the British workers). That this is
utopian can be seen simply from comparison with the outstandingly
successful revolutionary partv: The Bolsheviks of Russia. Despite a
line on naticnal self-determination which gave more to the minorities
than anything a contemporary British group could do, this supra-national
body could not hold Finland, Poland or the Baltic States. Nor was this
due, simply, to the foreign invasions of the Russian Civil War, but due,
as well, to the inadequacy of a supra-national organisation, centred on
Greater Russians, to appeal to nations as developed as these. Ireland
was nationally as developed as Poland or Finland: more developed than
any of the Baltic States. There is no reason to doubt that a Socialist
revolution, centred on Britain, without an independent Irish party,
would have merely encouraged an "“anti-imperialist” rising that would
leave Ireland dependent on the imperialisms of France or of America.

But it is true that, in executing this strategy, Connclly made
many mistakes such as resulted in an outcome equivalent to that of a
real compromise with bourgeois nationalism. The 1.C.0. (Introduction
to the New Fuangel) tries to explain them away:

"It was implied inConnolly's writings (cl1301) that nationalist
organisations were not necessary and that national demsnds could be
inscribed an the socialist bammer making nationalist organisations
superfluous by depriving them of their sole reason for existemce. But
there were powerful ecomomic forces influencing political developments.
The gombeen class of men was growing more powerful in the countryside
and in the towns due to the effects of the land acts on all sections of
the commmity. Their ambitions for greater economic and political

power found expression in nationalism. Nationalist parties grew and
19
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Tdod-- Nationalist theoreticians 1ike Arthur Griffith began to get
& hearing.

"By 1914 the nationalist mOVeRment Was quite powerful. It had of
courss a r.lglu_: and left wing; but all sections had more influence
than the working class organisation in which Connol Iy was inmvalyed,"

_ Thie stateremt is o misleading that one suspects that it was
deliberately as such. One must concentrate attention on the
part: “all sections (of the bourgeois national novement)

Comnolly was imvolved”. This is t00 vague to be accepted. In 1014
(or even 1916) the I.T.G.W.U. certainly had more influence on the people
such a "Nationalist theoretician' as Griffith, However, we may
assume that the [.C.0. did not mean to refer to a trade union but to the
vanguard party. However, to hive used the term would have
ven away the fact of Comnolly's disregard of that need: a fact which,
as has been ., the 1.C.0. denijes.
on this matter is thyown by the I.W.P.'s publication
in pamphlet form (the first ever] of Connolly's articles on Revolut<on-
ary Warfzra. The present author must admit here to a mistake, in his
introduction to Sosiaiiem Made Easy: he declared that Connolly's prac-
tice was better than his teory. Revolutionary Wanfare reveals that his
'organisational Syndicalism weskened his practice despite his theory.
In this valuasble work, cne sees just how aware Commolly was of the
dangers of his course in 1916. Agein and again the lessons are driven
home: don't rely om hol the metropolis alene: don't trust the
capitalists. Again and again, one remembers that this man was defeated
because he relied on provincial bettalions of the bourgeois Trish
to back the action spearheadad by his Irish Citizen Amy,
Such a failure to live up to his own theory can be justified by his
belief in an early end to the war and his recognition of the need to act
before this. But that does not explain the total absence of attempts
to distribute any Citizen Army units over the country. These facts,
show once again, Conmolly's over-optimistic belief in the industrial
union as a refglutionary force, capable to creating its Red Guard

That this mistake was fatal to Connolly's immediate hopes is now
history. But what must be added is that the end of these immediate
hopes meant the eclipse of the possibility of their revival. Connolly
was executed. A vanguard of conscious Socialist rewolutionaries was
non-existent. Books that he left behind to become the most popular of
his works were inadequate to break the petty bourgeois prejudices of
mst Itish rewluticnaries.

feeble nature of its opponent, Fr. Kane. Future clerics would pay lip
Service to Emmnlg:hﬂn opposing him, in fact, with the doctrine of
Distributism, or division of the capital wealth of the country
amongst the individuals therein.

But Distributism itself flourished in a situation where Connolly's
early pamphlets could be ignored and where his last pamphlets on the
national question gained an extra popularity. In a land where indus-
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trialism had scarcely progressed, non-Socialist radicalisi was & com-
stant danger. There was nothing to protect sgainst this

Connolly's writings. And, becase of the pressures menti before,
not one of the pamphlets {nobody thoupht, yet, of collecting the
articles) could, by itself, explain his position.

A1l of them were written for specific mmmoses, to attack a hestile
priest, to encourage industrial wunionism or tc teach lrish history on
class lines. OF them the most impressive work, labour ia [rish History.
was precisely that which was least likely to provide a sciemtific basis
for opposition to the non-Socialist dreams of property-owning that have
haunted the Irish woerkers. One should mention, too, that Commolly's
very last pamphlet, The Fesonguest of Iraland, pives the impression of
being @ sumary of Connolly's thought, whereas it is simply anothar work
written for an occasion: in this case, to “do" both the Carsemite and
Redmomdite analyses of Ireland's needs. Were it mot written by Connolly,
it would be lehg forgotten.

But Labour x Trisk History explains Irish historical development
in class terms. It relates Irish national feseling to its egent’s rela-
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problems of Connolly's time (except fur & relatively brisf chm:rigtim
of the problems of the small farmer vis-s-vis the foreign rancher).

Thiz '"Historicisw' (or the emphasis on history rather than aconom-
ics as a decisive factor) can be seen in three ways. In the first
place, Connclly, in order to disprove the rubbish written (and still
written) about the Itish natural respect for aristpcracy exaggerates
the significance of the tribal institutions of ancient Ireland. He
admits that "Commmal ownership of land would, undoubtedly, have given
way to the privately owned system of capitalist-landlordism, even if
Ireland remained an independent country’’, but ignores the fact that it
was so doing even before 1171. More important is the conclusion he
draws from his belief in Celtic institutions. There are times in his
accounts of early Republicanism when one feels that one is asked to
believe that its advocates not only wished to set up some form of
Socialism (which might be argusble) but could have dofie so (which is
not). And there is no reason to doubt that Conmolly's expressed
belief in the continuance of the tribal feeling served as an excuse for
not making any explanatiom of the form in which naticmal bourgeocis
{and, of course, national petty bourgeois, or "lower middle class')
theory took in his time,

These latter Facts must be examined in more detail. The uncriti-
cal accounts of the physical force movements, t correct in content,
can be justified in form only when it is remembered that Connolly wrote
the articles in America, In Iteland he had already criticised correctly
the history of the naticnal movement:

"Ireland occupies a position among the nations of the earth unique
in a great variety of its aspects, but in no ome particularly is this
singularity more marked than in the possesion of what is lmown as a
physical force party - a party, that is to say, whose members are
wnited upon no one point, and agree upon no single principle, except
upon the use of physical force as the sole means of settling the dis-



pute between the people of this country and the povemning power of
Great Britain.

"Other countries and other peoples have, from time to time, appealed
to what the first French Rewvplutionists picturesquely described as the
'sacred right of insurrection', but in so eppeeling they acted umder the
inspiration of, and conbatted for, some great goveming primciple agree-
ment. The latterday highfalutin 'hillside’' man, on the uther hand,
exalts into a principle that which the revolutionists of other countries
have locked wpon as a weapon, and in his gatherings prohibits all dis-

| cussion of those principles which formed the main strength of his
prototypes elsewhere and made the successful use of that weapon possible.
Our le have glided at different periods of the past century from

' mral force sgitation, so called, into physical force rebellion, from

' constitutionalism into insurrectionism, meeting in each the same failure
and the same disaster and yet seem as far as ever from leaming the

, great truth that neither method is ever likely to be successful until

, they first insist that a perfect agreement upon the end to be attained

should be arrived at as a starting-point of all our efforts". (Morkers'
Rapublis, Z2nd July 18599).

The fact that, later in the article gquoted, Comnolly reveals &0
over-optimistic belief in pnrlimtarﬁ tactics, does not destroy the
value of his historical analysis. It has, indeed been made less rele-
vant for the last seventy years only in that the switches of tactic
have found a third comner created by the policies of Connolly's social
reformist heirs. But there is no trace of this in his accounts of the
United Irishmen, the Young Irishmen or the Fenians. Thus, it is not

| surprising that many who came after him read the pamphlet but not the

J‘ article. And these were duly convinced that they were following his
teachings in fighting for social liberation in movements that had only

1 2 readiness to use physical force as a umifying factor. Thus, toc, we
find today, Fianna Fail proclaiming its inheritance frum Connolly and
its Deputies speaking in honour of a man who would, were he alive, be
denouncing them, correctly, as tumcoats.

1-'1 Arid this possibility was encouraged further by Connolly's studicus

VE[UENESS in dﬂalmg Wi the last fifty years of his history. He is
comtent 150 point out once again that "the E‘:ish II-:1_1,113:51:1.-1!1 is a ;ucial
question'” and to leave it with a prophesy that ''the pressure of a
common_exploitation can make enthusiasticrebels gut of a Protestant
working class, eamest champions of civil and religious liberty out of
Catholics, and out of both a inited social democracy”. Only half the
analyses of Frin's Nopa are developed. He does not provide any pro-
gramme for such a unity. Without that, the six countries were lost to
the Republic of Ireland amd, in the twenty-six counties, the petty
bourgeois leaders of Simn Fetn and Fianna Fail appesred to fill the gap.

These criticisms of Labowr €n Irfak History should be bom in mind
while it is being read. The overriding fact is that it is a dangerous
book for two teasons. Firstly its clear style makes it appear a work
of elementary education for the layman, whereas it conceals truths that
can be recognised only by the trained Marxist. Secondly if it is not
to mislead the reader, he or she should read it in commection with all
Connolly's other works.

This camnot yet be done. Though much has been re-published, much
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still remmins to be discovered in the files of forgotten newspapers.
It is to be hoped that the publication of the Collected Works of
Connolly will be carried out az the work of all sactions of the Irish
Left and in 2 non-sectarian spirit.

Until such publication 15 made, or until new discoveries mre pro-
duced, such as would alter existing knowledpe of Comnolly and his teach-
ings, the present author suggests that his conception of Connolly is the
correct cne, This is of a major Scientific Socialist thinker (albeit
with reservations as to the supematural). He was handicapped his
lack of wnderstanding as to the rural questiomn and (decisively) as to
the nature of the revolutionary orpanisation. On the credit side,
Connolly wnderstood the dynamics of revolution in their general work-
ing, if not in their details.

What is his relevance today? The aims of the bourgeois leaders of
the national revolution have been achieved as far as they were practi-
cable. State patronage is controlled within the limits' of the island;
formal 'Home RFule" has been granted. The peasants have the land, These
achievements are now seen to be inedequate. The ITish nation is divided
Attempts to produce a new native capitalism through protection have had
to be abandoned for the reasons anticipated in Erin's Hope. Now, the
larger sectors of the "national” bourgeoisie are welcoming foreign mno-
polies to encourape economic growth and this is being done at the
expense of the petty bourgesisie. The decline of the latter class is
destroying the economic basis for the hopes that sustained Griffith's
Simn Fain; today, that party has to talk of a "Norkers' Republic”, What
Connolly expected to happen if the capitalists dominated the republic
has been fulfilled. PEngland still rules us to our ruin, even while our
native rulers' lins offer hypocritical homage at the shrine of that
Freedom whose cause they have betrayed.

To finalise the national revolution is a task now more clearly
mixed into the achievement of the Socialist Rewolution that it was in
Connolly's time. [rish capitalism has no life except as agent for
imperialism, Thus only a thirty-two county socialist revolution - an
attack on the bosses and the ranchers, north and south - can either gain
the needed support for and interest in the final national victory.
Demands must be made to collectivize farms over a certain size, to
nationalise (with full workers' control) firms that have links of any
kind with extemal interests, to guarantee minimums of wages, employment
and pensions and to democratise education: te destroy the social order
in the interests of workers and small farmers as well as the fomm of
state power. But these demands must be backed by a revolutionary van-
guard group, working, if necessary, with or even through other organi-
sations, but without comnromising its programme. As Connolly remarked,
The Socialist mmt use the means "nearest our hands'.

He wrote, too, (Workere' Republfe, 5th August 1899): We are told
to imitate Wolfe Tome, but the greatness of Wolfe Tone lay in the fact
that he imitated nocbody'- And thus we can only equal James Comnolly by
excelling him: by leaming from his caresr the better to shieve that
for yhich he strove all his life.

D.&. O Connor Lysaghs,
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(1} Aecording to the theories of Arthur Griffith, the aim of the struggle in Ireland
should be to achieve a similar relationship 1o Britain as existed between Hungary and

Austrin in the “dual-monarchy™ of the Austro-Hungurian Empire.Griffith's books
thercfore deal at considerahle length with the eonstitutional and other details of the

founding of this dual momirchy

(2)Georgs Russell, an frish theorist of agrarian refom vised the pon name of 45
(3) Connally's book Labukr, mationaliy und Religion is cast in the form of 2
reply tow series of ant-socialist ssumors by Fro Kmme.
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URUGUAY .
A ROLE FOR URBAN

GUERRILLAS ?

... wa must eqrry the v to wvhere tha
anamy carriea it = to kiz house, lo hie
raoreation nantras, W muet make {t total
war. Cha”

- Flogan on a wall in Montovideo,

One of the most fundamental problems facing all guerrilla struggles
throughout Latin America is the relationship between the guerrilla
vanguard and the masses. How can support of the masses be assured for
the guerrilla colum, so that it can be the vanguard of all the
emploited, not just its own vanguard? How can guerrilla fronts,
capable of resisting imperialist aggression he concretely orpanised?
An analysis of social classes, of specific problems, and of the demunds
of concrete groups is essential to the glaboration of revolutionary
strategy. Ammed propaganda cannot be the universal formila to win the
masses. To stress anly the political effect of military operations
submerges political problems in the military struggle. The problem is
not to shoot but to do so in a way that the revolutionary classes will
understand that the shots are fired by their vanguard and that those
classes will participate in the campaign vanguard has unleashed.
Guerrilla warfare mst prepare itself as the war of the people. It is,
therefore, up to the revolutionary vanguard to organise itself in such
a way as to polerize the revolutionary ene of the masses. A correct
elaboration of revolutionary strategy s not anly the military
characteristics of the guerrilla unit but also & determination of the
nature of the class struggle in the present historic stage and of the
general character of guerrilla war as a people's war, of which the
guerrilla colum is the principal and direct form but neither the
exclusive nor sufficient one.

In Uruguay, the (VIM) Nasfonal niberaticn Movement known as
*eUPAMAROS" - has been the most effective rrilla movement to come
to real terms with this problem. One of most developed forms of
urben guerrilla struggle in Latin America, NLM has taken this Summer
the first elementary steps in the widening of the political struggle in
Uruguay .

The Tupamarcs, Sprang to world headlines with the kidnappings of
the CT4 agent, Den Mitrione, and the Braxilian Consul, Aloysio Dias
Gomide on July 3lst this year. They demanded the release of all
political prisoners in Uruguay {calculated to be some 180 at least) as
the price of the freedom of the two men, Seven days later they kid-
1apped mnother CTA agent, Claude Fly. On August Bth the Tupamarcs
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’ l tried and executed Mitrione in response to the government's refusal to
_ meet their demands. From the beginning of August, Montevideo has been

completely transformed, The fownmt attempted to discover the men
and destroy the NIM by intensive repression. The army and the police
completely occupied Montevideo, the capital of Uruguay. On A t 11th
all constitutional rights were suspended, and thousands of pn;.’fﬂli
searches of hospitals, schools, churches even cemeteries, as well as
house-to-house searches became part of daily life for Montevideanos,
With repression there was a deepening of class divisions in the city.
Workers on strike for higher wages iniversity and secondary schonl
students have become involved in serious clashes with the police. The
public and private secondary schools in the city remain closed.
Despite nmtim:mngtmls and police vigilance, MLN attacks have
continusd e reactiomary radio and T.V. stations, the bourgenis
press and No Ame Corporations. The situation has created
serious splits within the govemment. The opposition to the majority
E"m of Pacheco Areco has becom: increasingly eritical of the
esident's repressive policy.

On September 17th NLN issued a Mmifesto to the le, For
the first time they challenged the government on basic tions
which must be fulfilled in order teo avoid continued war with

Tupamrrce :

"We are ﬂm discuss the ceasing of hostilities, for
;ﬁ{iodtn agreed upon, on the basis of the following
s

1. Freedom for all political prisoners.

2. Reemployment of all those dismissed from their jobs,
and payment of all wages deducted from workers through
union sanctions.

3. Repeal of all wage freeze laws and decrees.

4. Lifting of all povernment intervention, especially
in educational institutes. '

5. Restoration of all constitutional rights.

6. Ending of all the reactionary, repressive measures
taken the present govermment. In no circumstances
will we sccept discuszions on the pessession of amms,
nor the existence of our organisation. We consider
both as the only guarantee of the people in the last
instance. We are publicly taking the initiative.

Now its up to the government. [f they accept we will
discuss, assume fulfill the promises. Utherwise, we'll

have to opt for war. If there's no Fatherland for all,
ﬂ1!1‘?'11 no Fatherland for anybody. That's our word.
That's all."

In effect, for the first time, they have put forward a basic political

program for the people of Urupmy. T e have been able to create
a ~—isis situation in which they are Eia to challenge the government



and elsborate an altemative. That they have been able to do so is
firmly based on certain fundamental aspects of WIM strategy and the
historical development of Uruguay.

“THERE'S MO PLACE LIKE URUGUAY ..."

Uruguay secemed to be one of the most Curopeanised, most modem,
most 3table, most developed, most reformist and most democratic of all
Latin American countries. 'Como el Uruguay no hay' = there's no place
like Urupuay - was the title of a Uru film made in 1957. But
Uruguay was really an integral part of Latin America: it's similarity
with the rest of the continent was simply obscured. 'The idyllic image
was incompatible with the reality of underdevelopment and ecomomic
dependence within the world capitalist system. Gradually a complex
crisis of economic stagnation and repression developed, accompanied
by a crisis of idealogies and values. During decades a model for the
rest of Latin America, Uruguay is today the source of a new form of

urban_insurrection. ; j .
, With its 183,926 square kilometers (little bipger than

Cuba) and three million inhabitants (Cuba has eight million) suffers
the peneral law of poverty, underdevelopment and dependence which
characterizes the whole continent. Sandwiched between two powerful
glants, Brazil and Argpentina, the terrzin is an extension of the
pampas of Argentina. The fertile land is suitable for agriculture

and pasture but is little populated and little exploited. The only
port is the capital, Montevideo, which is concentrated on 4 percent

of the land area and has over 50 percent of the total ation.

The economy is based almost exlusively on cattle and farming
armmd Montevideo. The city became the centre for industrial
processing and packing of meat, wool and hides for export. It was also
the centre for the imports of industrial machinery and consumer goods
for the expanding urban market. From 1900-1925 Montevideo grew
tremendouely with the livestock industry for an expanding foreign
market. Meat processing and packing improved and expanded with the
installation of four large 'frigorificos’' (refrigerated plants).
Increased capacity in turn created the demand for extensive railway
and transport services, more electricity and public services and light
consumer industries for the urban population of Montevideo.

From 1911, the second Battlle government carrisd out large scale
social reforms: the secret vote, separation of the Church and States,
the nationalisation of public services and various industries, control
of benks and credit, and an advanced system of social security. In
1812, the State Electricity Company, UEE (llsinas Eléctricas del
Estado) was formed; in 1914 the State Telegraph Company; in 1915 the
State tram and railway companies. Scientific services and educaticnal
institutes under state control were created as an integral part of
development policy. This formed the basis of several decades of
prosperity and social peace.

Like all Latin American countries, Uruguay was hard hit by the
1929 Depression. But new State policies in the 1930's boosted
recovery. Monopoly sectors were consolidated - the most important
were 30F (fisheries), the incorporation of telephones into UEE to
form UTE (Usinas Eléctricas y Tel#fonos del Estado) in 1931, and later,
in 1945, the railway monopoly. World War Two, with the increased
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demand for meat products for Furope and the United States, together
with a temporary cutting off of imports from Europe, gave a boost to

a process of import substitution, the growth of new home industries

and advances in technology and agriculture. The standard of living and
consumption almost reached European standands, creating unprecedented
urban comfort. Post-war prosperity allowed further expamsion of the
existing Nelfare State. Life of Urupuayans was calculated
to be 65-58 years in 1956-60 - one of highest in Latin America.

The net }irth rate was 22.5 per thousand inhabitants, and the death
rate 7.2 per thousand. The ammual increase of the population was one
of the iowest in the continent - 1.4 percent. Uruguay also had the
most notable educational development and the least illiteracy. In 1965
the census revealed that 9 percent were illiterate, and 20 percent
partially illiterate.

But development was not balanced. Despite the tact that Uruguay
wis sn agricultural country, B2 percent of the population was in the
cities. The middle class - the enormous number of public officials,
executives, professionals, and technocrates - developed as an active,
even decisive element in politics, culture and E:.]llic opinion. In
Uruguay, "todo el mmdo es clase media' - everybody is middle class!
in 1956 it was calculated that in Montevideo there were 15,000 bank
employees, 38,000 conmercial employees, and 11,000 professional
employees in private industry alone.

The active population of Uruguay was estimeted in 1963 as some
1,051,300 Km:ns (40 percent of the population). Twenty-eight percent
of the workers were agricultural labourers and 18 percent industrial
wotkers. If the middlie class and sectors of the working class lived
well, others did not. Concentration of land and cepital in the hands
of latifundists meant that the rural population was small and the
mumber of unemployed high. In 1946, there was a discussion in the
House of Deputies on the fact that tural salaries had remained the same
for twenty years. In that period (1926-46) wool prices had risen 50
percent while the wages of sheep shearers stayed the same. These
workers Still worked a 12-13 hour day in unhealthy conditioms., No
shearer keeps his job for more than ten years and on average he works
only 45 days of the year. Rural workers and marginal and casual
labour in the cities live in appalling conditions without stable

employment.

Moreover the presperity for favoured sectors was short lived. The
late 50's came to remind Uruguayans that they remained part of the
underdeveloped two-thirds of the world. The economy depended on
exports of cattle and a.l'nua? farming products. Expansion in other
sectors in the 30's and 40's was limited, and depended directly or
indirectly on the fate of livestock. When the markets and prices for
these exports fell, the effects were felt throughout the sconomy. In
the 30's came the endemic crisis which other Latin American countries
hed been facing for some years. For, like other Latin American
economies, the Uruguayen economy depended one & product for North
American and Buropesn markets. For all her higher level of develop-
ment, Uruguay remained trapped in the structure of relations of the
world imperialist system, - producer of raw agricultural materiels,
importer of industrial products. The Depression of 1929-33 destroyed
the fimdamental basis of these markets. From the 1's onwards all
Latin American governments have been attempting to keep an economy
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going which no longer corresponds to the changing world situation. In
Uruguay the effects of this fundamental change were not evident until
1955, when the temporary stimulating effect of the Second World War
ended, and trode relations became nommal again. Uruguayan have
fallen drastically, causing cuts inpmduction . From 1955-61, 22,000
agricultural workers were left without work. Two of the largest
"frigorificos' - Swift and Artigas, both American owned - closed down,

throwing large numbers of men out of work,

Tedhnically backward in ather sectors, Urupuay wes snured in
MINOPRODUCTION. Tn her attempts to stave off total crisis she was
forced to rely more and more on foreign loans. Early economic
development from the late 19C to the 193's had been promoted by
British investment. Latar this was surpassed by 1S c?itu.l. In 1912
British investment dmounted to £46,145,393 comprising 25,552,548 in
government bends and 20,502 845 in private entamprise, (of the last
£5,552,548 was invested in railways). The bonds payed 4,7 interest.

By the 1920's retums were so high that Uruguay was considered the
second most attractive cowntry in Latin America for investment
(Argentina came first). Transport, electricity and the meat industry
ll'__mid off particularlyhigh profits to foreign interests. The drain

rom Uruguay in profits was so great by the 1930's that the press was
constantly denouncing the extent to which the country was Captive in
the hends of foreign capital, However, as a consequence of the Second
Norld War, by 1949 British Investment had dropped to £26,624,198
{although still with sn interest rate of 4.7 percent). Since them,
the pattem of investments has changed. U.S. investments have replaced
British and go far less to public services snd far more directly to
commercial and industrial enterprises. U.5. capital was heavily
invested in North American subsidiary corporations, for example, in
Swift and Armour in Montevideo and Angle, in the -:illI!nf Fray Bentos
companies which together dominated the Uruguayan market. Trade and
export of wool, the greatest source of wealth, in the 1950's was 90
percent in the hands of six intemational trusts.

Attempting to compete on a world market which had changed
Uruguayan prosperity came to an end. At the end of the 1930's, the
United States imposed through the, International Monetary Fund, IMF, a
policy of loans and monetary devaluation, which produced a fall in the
standard of living of workers and mmerous middle class. As the
economic crisis began to be felt, the extended bureaucracy of lic
and welfare services was seen to be one of the lﬂ ;aﬁ::turs t_:—ﬂnffi;::lnl
expenditure which the economy could not support stantial cu
were made in benefits and services. In the 1980's the situation
worsened. In 1965 the only bank crisis in the whole history of Uruguay
almost paralysed the country, In Jume 1965, the Uruguayan peso was
at 24 per dollar. The extemnal debt on May 31st 1965 was 580,000,000
U.5. dollars. State reserves in May 1965 were estimated at
211,000,000 U.S. dollars - 171,000,000 in gold and 40,000,000 in
currency. Direct U.S. investment amounted to ST,DII.G.!IJ U.5. dollars in
1963 - 45 percent of this was in the manufacturing industry. In 1964
eXports were valued at 179,000,000 .S, dollars against imports of
190,000,000 U.5. dollars - that is, with a deficit of 11 ;000 U.3.
dollars. By 1970 the Uruguayan peso was at 250 per dollar. As the
value of the peso fell, with successive devaluations and the national
debt increased the government began to make more concessions and to
mortgage pold reserves to the U.S. %



With the increased cost of 1living, public officials and workers
in industrial sectors were badly hit. Strikes multiplied, demanding
higher wages to with higher prices. The work stoppages paralysed
textiles, banks and metallurgy industries, frigor{ficos, UTE and public
health services. By 1967 the national debt had risen to 5,000,000 1.8,
dollars with government promises of partial repayment within the next
few years. Riches were increasingly concentrated in the hands of 200-
X0 families, owners of land, banks and large enterprises, linked to
foreign capital. Financial col lapse and dependence on foreign capital
gave rise to widespread administrative corruption and political
instability.
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tha Elsetoral College baliot bBozen
svary four Vovembers we're frae

the majority will build the futwre
and the efck sociaty will get weil

only one problam we have to hory
democracy won 't watt

vote vote before everyihing goes to hell
to Chase Mohotian ..,"

= Voting Inatruotions, in the book of poeme
Prigon Mary, by Carlos Maria Gutierrea (Urugriay ).

From the 19th century Uruguey had been 3 model of political
stability - of peaceful elections and a stable two party svstem - as
wall as of economic expansion. In 1830 Uruguay won independence. A
Constitution was drawn up and the Republic declared. From the civil
war which followed independence, between the Hlmimos - Whites -
identified with rural sectors and the Coloradoa - Reds - representing
city interests, emerged the two dominsnt political parties, Blarieco
and Colorade. The civil war ended with dominance of the Colorado,

although intemnal Struggles continued. [t was not wntil 1958, hawever,

that Blwicos came to power for the first time, ending 90 years of
Colorads government.

In 1951 a new Consritution was drawm up which established a col-
legiate system. The executive and the legislature were elected every
four years, with the compulsory Secret vote of all over 1B who can
read and write. The legislature comprises Senate of four members mnd
i House of Commons of 99 members, which together form the General
\ssembly. The Presidential council rotates avery year between the
four first councillors of the majority party. The Executive National
-ouncil is made up of nine menbers, six of the majority party and
three of the next. This form of sharin; the government between two
arties is reproduced in almost all sdmnistrative posts, especially
-hose in State Corporations with their own administration. SE
thus become a political instrument. The system is completed by the
rechanisms of the electoral process which ensures the electoral mono=-

:xly of the two traditional parties. Becaise of this the force and

ize of the popular movements isn't reflected in the equilibrium of
the electoral force. In 1966 the presidential system was introduced.



The majority party 15 the Colerads party which represents an
amalgam of tendencies from the reactionary big bourgeoisie to the
nationalist bourgeoisie, and small liberal petty bourgeoisie groups,
The main opposition party is the Planco party. The Chriatian Demo-
erat PFarty has some support in the masses and sowe parliamentary
representation but its reform program has had little success. The
Commmiet Party, the larmt popular grouping, is firmly rooted in the
working class in Montevideo, and has a small, but growing base in the
interior. In 1962 the Left Liberatiom Fromt (Frente de Tzquierda de
Libarasion - FIDEL) was formed, which included the Eastam Revolution
Movement . The Sooialiet Party, with its traditional anti-imperialist
stand, hes declined in electoral importance since 1967.

The union movement is firmly controlled by the Commoiat Party.
The majority of the labour unions and increasingly the white collar
unions, are grouped in the ful Ty - Central de trgbajodores de
Uruguay. On the basis of this in 1984, the Nattomal Comvantion af
Workers — CNT - was. formed, integrating more than 90 percent of the
union movement in the country. Ihe union movement in the interior
is recent. (T44 - the union of sugar workers in Artigas, in the
north-east is one of the most important.

In the 1960's this tenuous 'harmony' of social forces hroke down.
In 1967 Pacheco Areco, the current president of Uniguay came te power
not through direct election, but through the death of the then Presi-
dent, General Oscar Gestido. As vice-president, he was constitution-
all Ted to take the presidency. During his three years in
office his 'hard-line policy of wage freeze and cut backs in public
and welfare expenditure has directly protected the interests of the
bankers, traders, industrialists and andowners, and has struck hard
on the workers. To meet growing social discontent srising from the
sconomic crisis and govemment policy, the regime has been building
up its repressive machinery. In the face of social and economic
crisis, democracy degenerated into open dictarorship, Closer associ-
ation with the nei ing military regimes of Argentina and Brazil,
mnd more open US imperialist intervention. The armed forces of
Uruguay are small and poorly equipped, without a repressive tradition,
The Army, Navy and Airforce total only 10,000 men. The police force
is stronger especially in Montevideo, where the police: are well-
equipped for political repression with US material and training,

Left opposition parties have been dissolved, opposition press has
been closed down. Workers and students have met police brutality.
Unicn leaders have been impriscned.

In 1964 three leaders of the sugar workers' wnion, UTAA - Vigue,
Santana and Castillo were imprisoned following an abortive assualt on
a bank to money for the sugar workers. history of the sugar
workers which led up to the attempted bank robbery was an important
step in the political development of Uruguay.

In the 50's industrialisation had led the traditional left to
concentrate on urban problems. But with the first symptons of the
crisis, it was isnlated of rural workers who began to radi-
calise their demands. One of the most important of these groups was
the cafieros - sugar cane workers. Without land, they and their
families were forced to rely for their livelihood on seasonal labour

kT



PR et el da =

T Nt BT TS PP L U el e i

| S5

an the sugar plantations of the State enterprises, CAINSA and
AZUCARLITO in Artigas. Unorganised, cut-off from the rest of the
country, neglected by the Central Government in Montevideo, they had

' never given even the minimum labour rights which were legally

theirs., Raul Semdic, ane law student in Mcntevideo, in that period

a militant of the Soeialist Party, became a ‘pelude’ - long-haired or
5 one - as the cene workers called themselves. He lived and
laboured with the workers and their families. Through U744, radi-
calised by the lang patient work of Sendic, the peludes fought for
and gained the enforcement of social legislation with which the
company had never complied. For the first time, the Union gained
basic labour conditions, an eight hour day, a weekly rest, a minirum
*age, etc. In 1962, under Sendic, the caneros marched to Mentevideo
to b attention to their problems. For the first time they saw the
city the city saw them,

The most Ttmt political step forward was when U744 demanded
'tierra para trabajar’, the EXD iation of land for the cafieros.
(T4A identified 30,000 hectars of iand whose owners were either widows
or aginst:rs and who lived in the city. The land was left abandoned.
In 1963-64 the workers came up against an outright refusal - there was
Mo land for the caferos, the government said. But the warkers knew
different. They came up against the bourpeois system with its indif-
ference to their problems. The wvery struggle began to teach the
workers that they were fighting not for economic demands but against
the whole exploitative system in which they were forced to live.

They marched to Momtevideo to demand legislation and land veform.

Each time, they went back defeated, but much clearer and more politi-
cally conscious. [t was this that led the three leaders to attempt

the bank robbery. They were beginning to act in a differsnt way, They

w:;u begiming to attack. But they lacked the technique and organis-
ation.

ased wages, but in the critical situstion in Uruguay this was a
lot. Strikes were repressed. Workers were jailed. In the University
if the lic in Montevideo, the Federation of University Students

iversity autonomy. Especially militant were the Faculties
of Medicine (the oldest), law and agronomy. In demonstrations may
Students were hurt, many arrested. In August 1968 a student, Liber
Arce, waskilled. In September, two more were killed. In August
1970 demonstrations in comemoration met heavy repression. Pacheco
Areco cloesad all secondary schools and the University. In September,
students and workers marched through the streets of Montevideo together.
On the 16th workers of the Pepsi-Cola company, already on strike for
A few months marched with students. The sane day the medical union
was Inwlved in clashes with the police. 0On September 18th, the
National Convention of Workers asserbled for an act of solidarity with
the imprisoned strikers from Pepsi-Cola., Textile, metallurgy, chemical
ﬂ brew;rer and seft-drink mrErs, together with students, teachers

Pensionars participated in the mecting, lauding speeches
declaring: 'The strike?:ill not he deshmd??p'ﬁttﬂmtﬁ and workers
unite', '"Uruguayans are not sheep', and "Solidarity strengthens'
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The experience of repression faced by an open defenceless movement
Speaks for itself. A new type of movement began to emergs - NIH,
TUPAMAROS. They take their name from Tupac Amaru, a cacique of the
Incas, who led an early uprising from Peru against Snanish domination.
Years later, after the defeat of Artigas, the great i ce
leader of Uruguay, at the beginning of the 19th century, the oligarchy
attributed continuing incidents in rural areas to groups of so-called
Tupgmaros, robbing and assaulting landowners and landed property, In
reality they were the last attempts of resistence of decimated groups
of Artigas' gauchos. The name Tupamaro is, thus, rooted in the origins
of indo-american rebellion and in the revolutionary tradition of
Uruguay.

The first signs of the movement came in 1963 when & group,
including Raul Sendic, assaulted a shooting club of the interior,
carried off the amms of the club and went underground. From that date
urban guerrilla groups have cooly carried out spectacular underpround
attacks on Montevideo. Their early operations included attecks an
Fadis Carve and Voz dal Aive for defamation of the Cuban Revolution,
on the City Bank and other North American firms, the explosion of
borbs in the houses of government advisers, fires in buses when
private firms attempted to put up fares, the capture of ' food-warshouse
lorries to distribute food to families of strikers, the explosion of
a bomb in the house of Chief of Police, Colonel Aguerrondo, in reply
to an attack ordered on frigorifico workers on strike, and an assault
on the Bayer Company when it was revealed that they produced Napalm
for the US war against Vietnam.

From 1968 their operations have heen openly directed apainst key

rsons and enterprises in the economy. (m August 8th 1968,

idnappad the President of 7%, and held him prisoner for five days.
In September 1969 eight men arrived by taxi at the offices of the two
largest newspapers, Msana, and F? Dianio, and carried off with them
the owner, Gaetano Pellegrini Giampietre. Giampietre was also the,
principle owner of a chain of hanks, whose intransigence before his
workers had led to a 70 day strike. He was freed for 50,000 dollars
deposited in a health clinic for workers.

In 1969, Tupamoece carried out a spectacular attack in commemo-
ration of the desath of El Ché, on October 8th, Pupamaros entered
Pando, on the outskirts of the capital, as a fimeral cortege.
then split up into three action growps. The first took the local
police station. The second cccupied the fire station and destroyed
the electricity and telephone centre, stoppi g commmications from the
town, The third assaulted three banks, g 40,000 dollars. The
whole operation was carried out in ten minutes.

Tupamzros have no respect for a totally corrupt and exploitative
gystem which robs the people. There exists in Uruguay commissions to
investipate fraud, commissions such as the Comfaién de ilfeiton, tri-
bunal de cuentas, and Comisiones eom funeciones flecalizadoras. But
Tupamarse protect public funds far more efficiently. In February 1988,
N confiscated thousands of dollars and confidential papers from the
Monty Co. exchange offices. Within days they had placed copies of the
documents in the hands of the courts denouncing the fraudulent dealings
of the firm. The investipations on the case produced the dismissal of
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the Minister of Livestock and Agriculture, Prick Davies, and caused a
great financial scandal. Tn December 1968, they took docments frum
the central safe of the French and Italisn Bank; these documents
revealed illegal operations of the foreign benk designed to manipulare
the financial market and naticnal credit with the aid of leading
Uruguayan figures. In January 1970, they pulled off 'Oparation Pounds
Sterling'. Acormando group of Pupamarga entered the howse of Luis
Eduardo Mailhos Queirolo, 75 vear old oner of a huge tobacen smpire,
dismantled a heavy safe, loaded it into a van and drove off -

Witk them a lump sum of §25,000 sterling in gold. Mailhos had syste-
matically kept money since the beginning of the Second World War to a
avoid : taxes to the Uruguaysn govermment. They also took the
arms ch Mailhos kept and the powerful radio trensmitter sets he used
to commmicate with his estates. They left no trace excapt that written
an a wall by sn ex-worker of Mailhos, Hobert Barhaito; "Hasta la
victoria siempre, Roberto”. The govemment was forced to jail

Mailhos for fraud. Ilis fine was the largest recorded in the history
of Uruguay - 578,000,000 pesos (2,300,000 dollars).

From March 1970 attacks have been stepped wp. On March 8th
freed thirteen women accused of belonging to ¥IM from the
jail where they were being held.

On May 17th they carried out eight attempts with fire bombs
against banks, laboratories, and industrial and commercial anterprises.,

Tupamarce are quite clear who the enemy is. The oligarchs, the
politicians, foreign diplomats, 045 officials, foreign advisers end
their repressive forces ave all respansible for the present situation.
They are all answersble to the people. Nome will be respected. In
May this year, a perfect attack was carried out on a centre for naval .
instruction. All apparently began with a dispute cutside the centre.
Two uniformed men arrived in a car, apparently a police car, and
intervened in the dispute. Without success, they then went over to the |
guard on the gates, Femando Garin, who let them through. The rest was
easy. Forty to fifty persons surrounded the centre and entered the
building. They found T inside, including the captain, sleeping and
forced them to lead them to the aresenal. There they appropriated over
700 arme, radio equi and mmnitions., Among the arms were 300
M-1 puns, heavy mach gms and gas grenades. The guard left with them.

At the begimning of July the Spestal Rupreasive Commando Umit was
formed, On July 12th Tupamaros assaulted the houses of four police.
They appropriated eight cars (some taxis) from their drivers during the
aftemoon. The drivers were held till late afternoon by Tupamewcs,
then they were told where they could find their cars and Teleased, The
taxi drivers were given the full amont of fare corresponding to the
time during which the cars had been used. Meantime, during the after-
noon, four groups, each including cne girl, simudateneously searched
the houses. In each case they explained that they were not against
the police but against the regime, and that these searches were "just
like I:halnnes the police carry out ageinst the rest of us and the
workers.'

On July 13th they freed two political prisoners from the jail
where they were being held.
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Un July 28th they ladnapped Judge Daniel Pervira Manelli and on
the 3lst, Dan Mitrione end Aloysio DHas Gomide. On August Sth they
kidnapped Claude Fly. Both Mitriome and Fly worked for Arp - Agenay
for International Davelopment, but both were important £id agents.
Mitrione was adviser to the Uruguayan police and was larpely responsible
for new torture methods used. Fly posed as agricultural specialier,
but, as Mitrione declared in an interview hy Tuparerroe before his death,
Fly was one of the chief 74 agents in South America. When the
Uruguayan govermment refused to free political prisuners in exchange
for the detained men, Npamaros tried and executed Mitriene. On t
Nth in 'Commicado No. 10, they made quite clear why; "The oliga
of the Pacheco government, the repressive forces, and North American
advisers will answer for our detained companeros."

The Pacheco Areco regime replied with intensive searches through-
out Montevidee - hospitals, churches, schools, and cemeteries.were not
spared. Parliament suspended all constitutional rights for a period
of*'20 days (12th - 3lst August) to help the forces of 'law and order’.
Many imnocent pecple were arrested, In the jails police attempted to
get information from prisoners by torture. On August 4th, the Uruguay -
an paper, Marohz, published an interview with two of the political
prisoners, Felix Bentin, m sugar worker, and José Alberto Mercado,
ex-student of the Bar. Both were victims of brutal treatment and of
manifest sadism on the part of the prison guards. Felix Bentin, after
a2 month in jail, arrived for the interview, supporting one leg, umable
to move his hands for bandages, his back bent low, his laft eye closed,
already useless. Moreover, last month the Urugueaysn police began to
apply drugs to prisoners to obtain information. In at least two cazes
the drug used was Penthotal, a poisenous barbiturate, which has the
properties of releasing the subconscious of a person just before losing
consciousness. No doctor adminsters this drug without taking the neces-
sary precautions, one of which is that the patient is hospitalised.
Uninterrupted police interrogations and Penthotal didn't produce
results. It was decided that the courts should finally decide the fate
of the prisoners. Hence, on August 3lst, when constitutional rights
were reintroduced, the political prisoners were brought wnder civil
Jurisdiction,

In the face of this reaction from the government, the Tupamaroa
started the attacks they had promised on the reactionary media, and
North American corporstions. On August 22nd they took over lscal radio
stations. On August Z6th bombs were planted in radic stations and
papers of the extreme right. The Tupamzros declared; "The fascist press,
dllied to the dictatorship, sold out to the cligarchy, is entrusted
with telling lies and playing down the truth of the facts before the

People”,

In September, the Twpamarcs intensified their attacks. On the
4th they carried out 15 commando sttacks on North American marines, on
bank magnates, (one of the banks attacked was the Mercantile Pank of
Uruguay, directly linked to Chase Manhattan), on the office of Eastem
Publicity (which rns publicity for the ultra-right-wing group, Adelante
Uruguay) on 045 officials, on agents in government and pelitical police,
and on an official radio commentator.
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On the 8th they robbed 40 pounds of dynamite. On the 9th two
#ssaulted the offices of a textile company, la Mndial, and carried
4,000,000 pesos (16,000 dollars). On the 10th & NL¥ commando groups
of five or six (one of which was a girl) posing as police, pot into
Coca Cola bottling plant. Rownding up the workers, they said, "This
isn't with you. It's with gringos", adding,'We don't want snything t
h to you." Taking the employees away from the plant, they plan

- Fart of the factory was destroyed. The group was immediately
pi-::kuduyhyaﬁeme&es benz. The same day another commando group
arrived in two cars at the North American Standard Dil Company offices
In & 10 minute operation they locked employees in the hathrooms, fo
the cashier to open the safe, and togk 1,400,000 pesos in cheques
(5,000 dollars) and 350,000 pesos in cash (1,000 dollars). They also
robbed a Mercantile Bank Security van which was parked but the amount
taken is not Jmown.

On September 13th a group os six assaulted the house of secondary
school teacher, Carles Maria Trianon, known for his extreme rightist
activities.

On September 14th, two operations were carried out. A group of
L5 arrived at the warehouse of the North American textile firm,
Sudamtex, They entered through a small side door opened unsuspectingl
by the night watchman, The whole of the stock of material for all
Next year's spring and summer production went up in flames, causing an
estimated 4,000,000 dollars damages. Once again, Tupemaros were care-
ful to explain to the werkers that this wasn't apainst them: "Don't be
vorried or afraid, this won't go against you but apainst the mwners
of the factory." It was the most spectacular fire since the General
Motors' fire in 1960 during Rockefeller's visit, Meanwhile, three
Tupamaroe posed as fisherwen got permission to fish in & small 1ake
in San José which was alongside the North American Precs Wireless.

The three arrived at the transmission station, quickly surprised the
only persen present, a Getman operator, took him away from the plant
and left a bomb. The explosion came out over the air,

. On September 16th a fire was started in the North American machine
L%im irm, Intemational Harvester. The same day, they robbed
4, dollars from the National Chalk Factory.

On September 29th Nigamaros blew up the Carrasco Bowling Club and

restaurant Rochelle, completely destroying the former and causing
serious damages to the latter. The three NLA militants explained to
the proprietor, cleaner and breadman present in the Bowling Club that
they were going to blow the building, "not because of the firm, nor the
proprietor, but because it was North Americans, almost exclusively, who i
met there". |

On September 30th attacks were carried out on the property of two
pro-government members of Parliament. The first was on a private health
clinic of Senator and ex-minister Justino Carrera Sapiza, the second :
on the private home of Deputy Wilson Graviotto. Both were known for
their campaigning for the re-election of Pacharn Areco,



M .. inswrrection {8 an ot gquite gg much as war .
or ay other, md subjeot to sertain miles of :
procedure which, when neglected, will produse the

ruin of the party negleoting tham ...

"never play with inswrrection wnlass you ara
% propared to faoca the consequsncse of your play «.."

= Mz gud Pagala. Revelution md Coumtar Sevelutton.

s As part of its repressive policy, the government probibited the
uwse of certain words- such as Mupomaroe and Natiomal Liberaiion Movameni
by the media. They are to be referred to as 'common delinquents'. On
September 17th, in their Mammifests #o tha Paople, Tupamarece Teplied:

"Tha presant eituation of the cowitry demands political, sooial and
goonamia golutions. Represeion ie of #o wea at all. Wa hope that
now they have us, thay wndarstand onee ond for all that the
National I[Zberation Movement tan't a band of delinguents. NIM ia
no mora, no lses than tha oved political organtagbions of
atudsnts, worksrs, public employess, agricultural labpurers,
intellectuale, and the wiemployed - all tha sastors sxploited

by pour (the govermment’a) imjustiocea.

thir militanta some from those sectora emd we crganise, help, =d
fight in the defence of the interesta of thosa pastors.”

In August 1968, after kidnapping Ulyses Pereira Reverbel, Presi-
dent of TE, Tupamaros Spelt this out more clearly:

" the faoce of the flagrant sttack that siz or eeven bankere,
speaulators, latifindists ond troders get up as miniotere and
governers, are carrying owt againat the Dmdamental rights and
HHberties of o pecple;

In the fave of the fassfat attask on the true orgorisations of
the people, workere ond studsnts, moifast in the wnion lave,
beatinga, militarization and arrests;

In the fare of the inmorality of freeaing wages oid inoomas of
the pooreet pectore, la intaat the interests of those who
have omused the ariste which the cowntry is euffering, amd
fraudulent devaluations whick LT the pockete of epsaulators
who are in government poeittans;

n tha faoa of tha farce of justice which doesn't touch thoea
who have swindled milliona from the cowntry, but tmpriaona and
persecutes aocial fighters like Vique, Santonua, Castillo and others;

In the face of handing cver owr cowntry to North Amariomn capital
through the fntermational mowetary fied and tha incregaing
intenfemenoe of neighbouring dictatorshipe in owr affaire;

In the face of all this, what we need fa to organise the dsfemoce
of the people, to aomtinua crgmiaing tha struggie enmough to
raply to ragotionary wolence with the revolutionary etruggla.”

During this period, the article, 30 questioms to a Tupamaro,
d in Punto Final, a Chilean periodical (reproduced in Joventud
Rebelde, Cuba, Septermber 16, 1968). The answer to key questions on
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wifastoas ong glvdng oy thacretiaq? ama ta Peferring to
tha Reve lution, prepara eilitmte gud raveiy Y ashditiong
et Wideratandsng tally §¢ 4 ravolutionagm,

af-:&mar party, 2 guerrilla foso {g etalied uish @ dozen men
and thim FeNerates comgedousngss OrGMLEAtion gnd Pevalictiongmy
aonditiong Whtakh oulmingte n a i':-m Ravolutiom .,

" H;wéthalan. a revoixtionary Fovament needs Platforme, documanty,

ete. ?

Yes, for tuo Peasong at leaasz, Beomuse o armed Left-siing
Tovement oy ba attgekaed by repreeaton ot @y etage in ita

deve Lopment and MSt be prepared o dafend ito eaigsance S
Pamembax 4 tiMg and Bragsy, And bPeocuae, if from the
brgimriug thare 2 no dombative apirtt tmbygd in eqek militamt,

Movement in {tgal Fe

= What are 21 damorete tagka of q mELitant {5 o MIES Movement, whe

belomgs to yrme

If you magn o militant in g Erada wnfon op pggg MOPEmEnt, ha mygs
Py £5 epagie cirele, whether o groun in the wiion, or glf the
wion, whers {¢ te poesible to organize help fom the artion of the
armed movement and prepavation fop MErY into that rovamens.




Thaoret{ioal mﬂﬁwﬁm i preparation and recruitment will be the
main comorate ¢ tn this eirale, DO
carry the wnion to more radieal atruggles and to more definitive
etages 1N the alaeo struggle,

LN

WVhat are the main gmeral obfactipves of the movemamt at this
stage?

To have an amed growp, the moat preparad and equippsd poastble,
provad in astiom. i ses

To have good relations with other popular movemants whick halp
the classe struggle.

To ereate organs of propaganda to radicalise the struggle and
cragia comacioushnesa.

To have an efficient mechmiiem for reorvitment of militantas with
posatbilities of theoretical preparation and groupa in the maea
movement which carwy out the taska we have already memtioned,

EJ';;: the importance which the movemant gtves to preparation far
armed struggle {mply the affirmation that a combatant owmot

trprouiae?

Armed g gle f3 a techmigue whick requirea knowledge, training,
mteﬁzwmﬁ @ combatant peyehology. Tmprovisation in thie
field will be paid for dearly in livee and Failures. The
epontaneity put forward by thoae who vaguely taik about the
"revolution the messea will make ' ie mevely to Long, or ta
Improviss, precisaly the culminating stage of tizoahw gtruggle,
Evary vanguard movement, to be able to keap this charmstaristis
in the culminating momsnt mupt intevpene in that otruggla and
technioally know how to chomel popuiar viclence againat
oppression i{n suck a way that the object is achieved vith the
least sacrifioes posaible.”

WLM stresses that the movement has no detailed strategy, but

general lines which are themselves subject to modification with a
change of circumstances, Strategy is worked out according to real
contexts:

= "On what real basie facts had the organteation based {ts gemeral

linee of strategy during this period?
The eonviotion that the eriaia, far from getting batter, will

get Worse avery day .., This means that e Aave @ feu years ghead
in which tha peopls wiil have *o Reep om Hghtening their belte ...
A asoond basio faot for strategy e the high degree of wigniasation
of the Uruguayan workers. Even if not all the wifons ara vary
militant - ¢fthar far their aompoeition on for their leadara -

tha very faot that practically all the fimdamental serpices of

the State, Banks, Induetry and Commerce are organiased, scmatitutes
tn {éealf q very positive faet without comparison im Amewiog ...

Tt 1an't the aame, for exanple, to atiask a Stats <n posacesion

of atl ite foresa, aa 1t iz a State sami-paralysed by strikes.
Anather atrategio faotor to bams tn mind — whick in nepative - 1
the geographio factor. We havan't got impragnable arezs in tha
berritory to set wp a guarrillag foao ... To aompenactas we do

have a huge eity, with mome then 300 square kilometers of buildings,
vhteh allove the davelopment of urban steuggle ... thie meana we
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have ta develop our cum giratagy ...

Moraover in a styatagia study ue muat aluays taks into assownt &
forcss of represato. Jur armed foross, some | 3,000 mon, weakly
rmed and trainad are ona of the Gaalieet ropYSRSTUE APPETTLNE in
Latin Amertes.

Ancthsr inpartant etrategio fastor ie the level of prepasation ofy
the revolutionary amed growp. P

The internationel character of imperialist repression makes a pold
of intemnational solidarity pesential for the nationgl liberation
struggles of Latin Amarica. Tupamaros SLICSS that liberation movemcnis
mst act i tive of the frontiers dictated by colonialism and

rialism. yet, the struggle carmot achieve a global scale but
it must be on'a continentsl ccale. The tirst formal indication That
this solidarity is being achieved came with the Deolamation of Solida®
with NI by the fational Liberation Ay of Bolivia on July 3lst 1970

mrkis mows Daging Lo sonatituts an integration o intemuational
aoals whiok will aliow we to deatroy triperiaiism murd maaily-
Moreovar, it ie an imdioation that mot omly tha enemy 18 eapakle
of wniting. Repolutionaries can aleo swadp gaida artifiotal
mﬁsm a0 that tha ideas of Boliva® and EL Che begin to baar
tl n
ly important in terms of growing splidarity between latin
American revolutionaries, is the tremendous increase of urban
commando tactics in neighbouring Brazil and Argentina. On September
27th the Argentine Forces of Liberation assaulted a train and carried
off almost 14,000 dollars. At the time another commando group
assaulted a subsidiary of the North American Ford motor company , in

Cordoba province.

Action in Argentina and Brazil clearly makes jntervention by
these countries in Uruguay moTe difficult. The IS and Brazilian
mrent clearly put pressure an Pacheco Areco t~ help liberate The
men. FBut there is no doubt they did not pressurize for the
exchange propesed by the Tupamaros. The lives of a few men were,
still are, less important to the Unites States and Brazil than the
freedom of 180 political prisoners. that the Tﬁnmn are trying
show is that the enemy is a continental enemy, struggle is & con

tinental struggle.

... A REVOLUTION IS NOT MADE, IT IS ORGANISED. " LEMN

It is gquite evident that the pacheco Areco regime is faced with
a highly technical military organization. Tupamarog are trained con
batants, with a considerable proportion of women. The cadres are, ¢
the whole, between twenty and thirty vears old. They are pyperts in
the handling of automatic weapans, explosives, and electronic systet
of commmications, in the driving of all types of vehicles and com=
mando tactics im urban zomes. Appropriations of ams, mnitions ant
finances in many of their commando attacks have kept them equipped
with the latest of weapons and YESOUTCES.
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On May 10th 1969, the Chief of Police, Raul Berper, admitted the
strengthening of the Fatdomal Liberation Movement. He said, "In the
whole country we have only 20,000 men and not all of them can be after
Tupamzros. Moreover, one of them is worth twenty of our men,"

The cost of the kidnapping operations was dear to Tupammros.
Over 20 of the known militants fell into the hands of the police,
including Raul Sendic, who has been underground since 1963 and whom
police believe to be leader of the movement. But recent events have
shown the NZM has suffered no serious setback. Periodically over the
past three years, Pacheco Areco's police have arrested, tortured, or
simply killed certain militants whom they declared to be leaders,
proclaiming at the same time that the movement has heen destroved.
Invariably, after suffering losses, Tupagmaros have struck back with
more force than ever.

Secrecy 1s essential to mny revolutionary movement facing the
modern repressive system which exists in whan Uruguay. It is evident
that the very structure of the movement prevents its disintegration.
Anonymity is the weapon of the Tupamaros to maintain security. In
March 1865, in reply to twelve questions put to NIM in Uruguayvan
periodical, AL rojo wive, NLM declared:

"ie wemt to reaffimm our cariainty that ot thiz momens ia
tideadructible. The agparation of diffarent malla, whose
mambare do not even know each other, gives us the complets
certainty that although leaders, middls cadres or wilitants
at the base may fall, ths movement will carry on. ™

Phat is more, the movement has no 'leaders' as such. In the
recorded interview which the Mpamaros did with Mitrione, the kid-
napped T4 agent, there is the following dialogue:

Mitricne:

"You (Tupamaros) do'a good job. You are well orgmizad. You
mert have good leadera.”

Tupamarn:
"Wall = T ought to tell you - and I hopa you beiieve me: Wo
fave no leaders Thers are eome who are moma or lass important,
but nothing like leadewa. We difscuse everything. We cran't

important, at least I'mmot, but there are others who ave. We
ama all compafteroa.’

The nucleus of NVIM is formed of militants who are completely
underground. EBut there obviously also exists a large network of pecple
who lead normal lives but provide help for the movement in many dif-
ferent ways. These peripheral helpers are considered very important
by ¥LM:

"The ons who gets materiale necesamry for operatione, the ong
who deala with finmeial matters, the cne whe Toans hie oar for
operations,; who loana his houss, fe meming o »isk as graat as,
or greater thon, themembera of the aotion growp. You muat
realisa that mavolutionaries have apant most of their time in
email praatical thinga without whioh thare ©a no revolution,”

= 30 Queations te a Tupamaro.
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Specialists in the movement include 1mwyers, doctors, economists
and electronics experts. UOn verious occasions they have analysed
dociments they have taken, end within days have placed them in the
hands of commissions and courts, together with reugh economic and
financial studies. Electronics experts have given WIM the capacity Tt
internpt radio and T.V. breadcasts to transmit their declarations T
the people, The mobile undergrommd transmitter which they have been
operating since 1969, has not been discovernd even by US exparts sent

to Urupuay for that purpose.

Invisible to the people by the very nature of their movement,
Twpamaroe depend on the inderstanding of the masses that NLM is actin
in their interests to gain popular support. For this reasen, all

tions have heen specifically directed pgainst the interasts of tl
Pacheoo Areco regime. NLM declarations end proclamations explain in
simple terms the real nature of the present crisis in Uruguay, and wh
Tupamarce have, cver the past fow yesrs, sharpened class divisions in
Uruguay, and provoked serious ministerinl crises and splits in the
government. In 1968, in 30 Queatiome to 4 Tupamzne , asked, "In
what way dosa arieis and popular discontant smier inte strategy?”, th
answer was quite clear:

N the gpbjeotive and the subjectiva oonditions for revelution.

It 18 of basic importance that the majority of the population,
although not ready for inawrrection, at lsast 18 not prepared
sithar t0 kill {toelf for a regime striking againat the people.
This, amomg other things, reducss the etratagie sgleulatione
againgt the smamy prastically to ite amed foroes, and allows d
olimata favourabls to the firet meqsures of a revolutionary
government, "

Highly organised, trained and equipped to challenge the forces
of repression, Tupamaroe have succeeded in creating the polarization
of revolutionary energy end the political crisis which at this moment
challenge the whole busis of the Pacheco Areco regime.

Jean Stubbs | .
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This artiole was originally sentin to the Hed Mple. It was toc
long for that paper. Tha editor of the Bed Mole falt that ha would
ot Iika to mhorten it bacause of tha large amaumt of faotual materds
of interast to Britiak Bevolutionaries it contained, fe therefore

sted that tha TNTERVATIONAL should primt it. We readily
agreed although we arenct in full agresment with fte entire political
1ina and tte author may not be with ours, neverthelesa, we felt it w
2 valudble aentwibution to an important dabate @nd nasdad to be prin
in full - The Editore.
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THE DOCKS
BEFORE DEVLIN '

The acceptance by the docks unions of the Implementation of the
second stage of the recommendations of the Devlin Cormmissian
into the docks will change the snrire foce af dockland. This present
article deals with the problems of dockers as they exivicd before
fhe drrrf:mc'r wf the Deviin Report fn a future e we hope to
deal with the problems of trade union orgamisation in the docks
Jollowdng the intoduction of Deviin Stuge beo

THE HIRING

When you think of the traditional militaney af the dockworker, it ssems surprising that th
Port employers have reduced the Dock laboar force nationally fram 63,000 in 1986 to th
present 52,000, To understand the dockers” Mairly passive aceeptance of the first phase of
Devlin, it is necessary 1o examine the day to day life and Insecurity under the 1947 Dodks
worker Regulation of Employment Scheme (now known as the “OM Scheme™).

The daily lot of the docker was humiliating. degrading and insecure. A pood example o
what regularly ooourmed throughout the country s Sectar 5, the West India Docks and Mil
wall. Employed in these enclosed docks were some 2,000 men, of which 1,200 were
permanently employed by the Port of London Authaority. The remaining 800 were emplo
by the Mational Dock Labour Board, on the “Pool™,

The Pool men would attend the employers’ call-stand each moming at 7.45. In a busy
period most of them would find wark at wages at least as good as the national average. In
slack periods, the situation would be that 800 men lined in front of the call-stand, puzhing
ardd shoving each other, jockeying for a position in order o attract the attention of the cal
an, and gain the coveted work-ticket

Slack periods could last two, three. Tour or even enghl weelks, und the uncmployed men
would compete even mare figrcely, to the point of physical violence. On a number of
occasions the pushing and shoving from the hack of the crowd has resulted in the iron
barriers being broken down. Whilst nol common, neither was il uncomman for the scufTle
wark to end in some of the men sustaining injiries such as broken urms and legs.

Should the employer only require 300 of the BO0 men. the remaming 500 men would
then report to the MDLB for allocation to work in other sectors: if work happened 1o be
avallable there, If not, they would be credited with 9/- a tum, ar 18- a day uncmplnymcnj
pay; and should they have been unemploved lor any Tull week, they would emjoy the '
prncely sum af £9, less deductions for normal unemployment and tax,

Anyone reading this might be justified in thinking that the deseription of the call took
place in the bad old days of the 19th century. But these animal-like scenes occurred an md
call-stands every day of the week as recently as 1966, Places such as Sector 4 (Raval Groug
waould have o number of call-stands Nor the 8.000-strong labour (oree. This these scenes
were multiplied many times over.

The unemployment pay which the men received from the NDLB was in feet ded ueted
from their wages whenever they were al work fnadditfon fo thelr morsal nempho vinen t
coniriburions. Even though the NDLB geted s d private Lobour Exchange, these men had |
paid twice Tor that unemployment pay and yet received wvieral pounids Tess thun they'd ha
drawn if they came from any other mdustry and drown State benefits,



NHAT BOSS-WORKER RELATIONS WERE LIKE

The conditions which prevailed were excellent frum the point of view of the Port employer.
He had at his disposil a highly skilled labour force which could be realily transferred on s
short-term basis between sectors, And (ur this privilege, he had to pay proportionntely less
in times of unemployment than other comparable emplovers in outside inciastry.

The competition for work brought sharp divisions and hitterness amang the men and this
was to the employer's benefit, a5 was the favoured treatment of 4 minonty of perms,

The disadvantape tn the employer was that the Pool system produced salidunty among
the men. Those left unemployed in the “pen™ after the call would ofien discuss their
common plight. But besides this, the Pool men went fram employer ta employer never
having o regulsr relationship with any ane of them. Thus it was impossible for the myith of
employer loyally {prevalent in only too many industries) to condition the dockers’ minds.

Anuther factor which rankled many a Port employer was that il a man was tog
militant or committed & misdemeanour, he could not be directly disciplined by the boss,
Instead, the employer would have 1o report him to the NDLB who in turn would receive the
Docter's axense in wri ting, and if they saw fit, they would summan the men o appear before
2 yaint Employer-Trade Union disciplinary committee af the NDLE,

Anather peculiarity was that although the employer in a slick period would instruct his
caller-on not ta engage a difficult man, in a busy period where the emplover had 1o indent
to the locul hoard, he could not refuse the man allocated, even though the men may have
had a militant recond.

This relationship between boss and worker is most uniisual,

Under the present social systemn of capitalism, the boss has g runge of arbitrary powers.
In particular, he has the “right” of hiring workers when they are profitable to him, and firing
them when they are no longer useful to his ends. The NDLB systern Emits this dictatorial
pawer somewhat, and provided a basis for the confidence that workers need to be militant.

THE ATTRACTION OF DEVLIN

How could a rraditionally militant group of workers like dockers be divided and in somea
sectors demoralised by the Deviin mrionalisation? The answer fc to be found in the minimum
security that Phase | offered. A gusranteed minimum basic unemployment pay of £17 was
the main carrot that the employer dangled, in addition to permanent status,

Something which sipped dockers’ sirength and solidarity was the obvious inequalities
that took place daily in their working lives.

Some of the labour force were permanently employed before the Devlin scheme. The TEST
("Pool men™) suffered week after week of unemploy ment on a take-home pay of £8, and
saw some of his fellow dockers in ik own Union enjoying a regular income in some cases
fouir or five times us great as his own.

Of course, the employers would ageravate this siluation. Whers it was necessary to the
smooth running of the Dock to employ three pangs of men in striking cargoes from lorres ar
railway trucks, or in delivery to road and rail transpart, the boss would only engage one well-
paid gang, and thus add to the overall unemployment position. Devlin seemed to offer the
Pool man a better basis for meeting his domestic commitments,

THE STAND OF THE UNIONS

The underlying idea of a system of joint control should be that i the labous force receive
equal opportunity. For the unions to allow & minority of men to be permanently emploved
and under the contral of private Stevedoring Companies must surely weaken and eventually
destroy the joint control, Despite many claims that joint control was a step towards
warkers” contral over theis industry and their lives, the so-called “Left"™ T.1L. leaders wha
paid lip-service ta the principle of workers’ contral never even took advantage of periods of
full emplaviment and traditional militancy to prevent the emplovers damaging the old
scheme,




Strangled by vards of red tape of their own making, the bureaucracy conveniently
that Rule 2a° commits them to the opposite of what they allowed to take place. This rule
been gathering dust in the rule hook for 50 years, surely long ¢nough even fiar the glot
Officialdom. Tt has been the practice of ull the major unions and the TUC to play ubout wi
pious proposals on paper. But such resolutions remain paper tgers withaut the determingd
leadership and ruak-and-file commitment. (A close paralle! is the Egual Pay far Women
lution of the TUC now BO years old: and only resurrected by the strike action bl the Ford
wamean workers),

Besides the paper rube, the demand of nutinulisation has come from below . Instead of |
mounting a campaign an this msue, they chose to collaborate with the employers’ rationalis
tion programime, a5 contained in Drevlin

[t was the union leaders who accepted that dockers must burgain for a deczal minimum
security level. by selling their hard-won practices in exchange for what ghould i uny ise bi
automatic rights. These misbegotien people never hefore nor al any stupe dunng the Devlin
negotiations advanced alternstive proposals on behalf of the runk und file,

For two years the union branches had volced abjections and rased alternatives to the ne
scheme: only to be told that the negotiations had gone too far already. Yel when the Roya
and West India Docks UnofTicial Liaisan Cammitlee had successfully fought far an enquiry
an Devlin itsell, the T&G was forced fo rolee 159 seporate objections to the seheme —other
thiin those of the Lisison Commitiee. These abjections had not suddenly arrived from the
branches, but had been held up in the bureaucratic channels.

Although in theory it is lay committees like the Docks Divisional and the Docks Trade
Group that have the final suy. in practice it rests with the full-time, appointed, paid T.U.
officials. Seeing their role as guardians of the National Interest, they set oul lo help solve ik
ever-present Problems of the Economy by spending hours convinaing the lny membership §
subordingte their interests to those of the emplayers

How often are these officials, paid from contributions, going to use their time to kid and
con us rather than representing us and initialing improvements? There is a saying that it’s
easier to get an audience with the Queen than to find a union pfficial when o dispule ocour
Some dockers having been on many delegations to Transport Hoause think that Mr. Tim
O'Leary O.B.E.. National Docks Secretury of the T&G, is 2 figment ol somebaody’s imagina
tion since he's never in. If he's out negotiating on our hehalf, perhaps he'd Tind out what th
rank and file want if he made time to meet us.

Why does Mr. O'Leary find it difficult to meel ws? It is becanse he hax ng meed o, siice
e fe nor nnder our contral. e, not elected and not sebjeer fo recall

Dockers need to have control of their union as much us they need control of their lives.

THE HONEYMAN ENQUIRY
In April 1966 the threat of unofficul militant sction forced Mr. Gunter (the then Minister
of Labour) to prompily set up another enguiry into all the clauses of Devlin. and its effect
T.U. officials had for o year been touring the branches trying to sl Devlin, und counter
their members’ objections by saving that avgotiations had gone oo fur for them 1o change
the course of events. Bur ther and e Governuieat foind i that owe of these evenis wa
the resistaiioe of the vk and fili, -
In May 1966 one of the main propagators of productivity rutionalisation hargaining
Tim O'Leary, was put in the mvidious position of voicing the objections to the scheme,
Since there have been more High Court Judges employed on Docks enguiries than there
are dockers emploved during slack pericds in the dock, very lew gave any credence 1o the
new enquiry. However. many militants nsed the enquiry to puhlicly vesice their prievancess
Many politicos have bemoaned the fact that workers sehlony conschousty relale thelr |
industrial actions with political questions. But doging Honevmen, the whuole theme of the
rank and file's objections focussed on the Issoe of gomtend. Vwrry rnk <=l spokesman
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who addressed dock gate meetings at London, Liverpool, Hull and Manchester was
smphatically against any extension of the power of the private employers. The attack on the
scheme was also directed sgunst the precedent of denationulistion, which could jeopardis:
any industry in which there was a limited measure of joint control. ' '

Furthermore, any extension of the power of privite employers condones the mafor
restrictive praciice in the Dovks, ie. the very existence of those employers. Not only do they
use and control kbour, but they do this in their own nterest of private profit, instead of in
the interest of the community and common good. The 1947 scheme and cven Deviin despite
its conclusions are indictments of the employers on moral, economic and humane grounds.
Of course social responsibility comes nowhere, when your only concern is (o get u cusual job
dane s quickly a5 possible, with as little commitment to the men who do the work as
pussible, for as much profit as possible.

Without being politically conscious, nevertheless dockers saw what infringements 1o their
freedom total employers’ control would mean. The issue of control is highly political: but
dackers must become aware of the political nature of their actions. Pointing this out is
central to the role of the revolutionary agitator.

THE ROLE OF ENQUIRIES

Whenever T.U. oMicials can no longer hold back the rank and fike with delaying tnctics,

vague promises and constitutional buck-passing, then the employers psk the Stats to
intervene. In a capitalist economy (i.e. where production takes place for profit) the State
always and inevitably takes the side of the employers. In the stmosphare created by the
State's intervention other agents of the bosses—the monopely press—embark on a progrmmme
of diserediting the militants and distorting the root causes of the dispute.

Oin examination of Government Enguiries, ane finds the same paltern emerges in all cases.
The Devlin Enguiry on the Docks saw the militants as Luddite-type wreckers, while also
saying, tongue in cheek, that the employers had some responsibility. The Cameron Enquiry
on the Rarbican strike took exuctly this stance. The pattern continues with Geddes on Ship-
building; Pearson on Seamen; Devlin on Printworkers; Roberts on the Port Talbot Steel-
workers, et

The rode af the Enguiry is to sppear as a nsutral, unbizsed referce. Yet the result is
always the same. A return to work is required. Production must not be held up further, in
the name of the “National Interest™. The most powerful right of the workers, their
collective refusal to work, is itsell threatened nowadays, again in the “National Interest™.

We reject this high-sounding phrase as being part of the propaganda smokescreen that
surrounds every dispute and enyuiry. The society we live in is split inlo those who have only
their labour 1o sll in the form of wages or sularies; and those who own property in the form
of firms, siocks and shares, land, housing, etc., from which they get profits, rents, dividends
and interest. The minority in the second group ate unnecessary in the process of production,
being parasitical upon the labour of the great majority of society. Throogh their economic
power (Inland Revenue figures for 1967 show that 10EE of the population owns 75% of the
total wealth, lsaving 50 million people to share the remaining 25%), this class rules politically.
Between the forces of Labour and Capital, there is no community of interest: in a class-
divided society, appeals to anything “National’” obscure these divisions and thereby help the
rich and the powerlul o become richer and more powerful.

Terry Barrertt
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LENIN AND TROTSKY
ON TERRORISM

The recent irial of Busgue nationalises and the arvmmination of Feree Lajrrie
Botl bring wp the guestion of the attinude of Marxist s towardy [errorisin a5
spoliticnl weapon. Mott of the commeonly quoted Marxiss writigs on thir nibfect
weere I fact heavily Saved In ome dircetion or another becouse of immediate

political considerations, For example, Trorky s testimony 1o the Dewey
Cormmission was comcernsd o pebifF charges tha! he way mupporiing ferroray o
political tactic agninst the Stalinisf leaderdhip loside the USSR.MHe therefore
seated very clearly the arpomenis ageirsd leveor ot @ pelitical weapon while he

did nor diseusy fo the same extent the position of solidarty which Marsisre
adopr towards, for example. oppressed national groups who resort 10 the ute af
ferror againit their impertalist rnderr, Simidar(y Lemin'y polerics with the
Narodniks were hegwily (afluseced by the need to combai the view that ferror
was im itself @ sfffoten! wenpon fo claoge soolesy. Sar thin reason we grint fere
twer ghore arfiches by Lenin and Trovsky on the nibject af terror wiich were
wrigten fn very differens circumarances. Soth articles show that the aftimde of
Marxists sowards ferror and rowards ferrorisin i far moee mmp!!!'z:{ :w;‘;
presenivd by thise who timply condemn ferrerist goilons aus o, and farger
;.,ma.ﬁ;'rin of Marxiste n-d:fmf those who gre  irnggling against exploitation and

oppression aver wihen those getuaily angoged in the strugele adopt method wiiel
Marxitis know will nor ariain the wive which are befng faught far.

TROTSKY :
FOR GRYNSZPAN

This article was written by Trotsky on the vecassion of the wrial af
Herschel Grymszpan, wha killed a Nazi official in the German Embazsy
in Parix on 7th November 1938, Hix trial was posiponed indefinttly
when France and Germany declired war in 1939 After the eccuparion
of France , he was fransferved (o g concentrafion camp i Germany
artd his subsequent fate is unknown,

[Reprinted from Socheiler Appeal. 14th Febrvary 1939.]

It is clear to anyone even slightly acquainted with political lastory that the policy of the
Fasclst gangsters directly and somelimes deliberately provokes terrorist acts. What is most
astonishing is that so far there has been only one Grynsspan. Undoubtedly the number of
such aots will increase. We Marxists consider the tactic of individual terror inexpedient in
the tasks of the liberating struggle of the proletarial as well as oppressed nationalities. A
single isolated hero cannot replace the masses. But we understand only too clearly the
inevitability of such convulsive acts of despair and vengeance. All our emotions, all our
sympathies are with the self-sacrificing avengers even though they have been unahle 1o
discover the correct raad. Dur sympathy becomes intensified becivse Grynszpan is not a
political militant but an inexperienced youth, almost a hoy, whaose anly counscllor was
feeling of indignation. To tear Grynszpan oul of the hands of capitalist justice, which is
capable of chopping off his head to further serve capitalist diplomacy, is the elementary,
immediate task of the international working class!



THE STALINIST CAMPAIGN

All the more revalting in its police stupidity and inexpressible viokenee fa the cImpaign now
being conducted against Grynszpan by commund of the Kremlin in the intermational
Stalinist press. They sitempt to depict him as an agent of the Nazs or an agent of Trotsky-
ists In alliance with the Nazis. Lumping into one heap the provocateur and his victim, the
Stalinists ascribe 10 Grymszpan the intention of creating a fuvoursble pretext for itler's
pogrom measuresyWhat can one say of these venal “journalists™ wha no longer have any
vestiges of shame? Since the heginning of the sociakist movement the bourgeoisie has al all
times attributed all violent demonstrations of indignation, particularly terrorist acts, to the
degenerating influence of Marxism. The Stalinists have inherited, here as elsewhors, the
filthiest tradition of reaction. The Fourth International may, justifiably, be proud thal the
reactionary scum, including the Stalinists, now automatically links with the Fourth Inter-
national every bold action and pratest, every indignant outhursl, every blow art the
excculioners.

It was $o, similarly. with the International of Marx in its time. We are hound, naturally,
by ties of open moral solidarity to Grynszpan and not his “democratic” jailers; or the
Stalinist slanderers, who need Grynszpan's corpse to prop up, even if only partially and
indirectly, the verdicts of Moscow justice. Kremlin diplomacy, degenerated to its marrow,
attempts at the same time to utilise this “happy™ incidenl (0 renew their machinations for
an international agreement among various governments, including that of Hitler and
Mussolini, for a mutual extradition of terrorists. Beware, masters of fraud?! The application
of such a law will necessitate the immediate deliverance of Stalin to at least a dozen foreign
Eovernments.

The Stalinists shriek in the zars of the police that Grynszpan attended “meetings ol
Trotskyites”. That, unfortunately, is not true. For had he walked into the milicu of the
Fourth International he would have discovered a different and more gffective outlet for his
revolutionary energy. People come cheap who are anly capable of fulminating against
injustice and bestiality. But thos: who, like Grynszpan. are able 1o act as well as conceive,
sacrificing their own lives if need be, are the precious leaven al mankind.

SEEK ANOTHER ROAD

In the maral sense, although not for his mode of action, Grynszpan may serve as an example
for every young revolutionist. Our open moral solidarity with Grynszpan gives us an added
right to say to all the other would-be Grynszpans, 1o all those cupable of self-sacrifice in the
struggle agninst despotism and bestiality” Seek another road! Not the lone avenger can free
the oppressed but only @ great revolutionary movement of the masses which will leave no
remnunt of the entire structure of class exploitation, national oppression and racial
persecution. The unprecedented crimes of fascism create a yeaming for vengeance wholly
justifiahle. But 5o monstrous is the scope of their crimes, that this yearning cannof be
satisfied by the assassination of 1solated fascist bureaucrats. For that it is necessary to selin
motion millions, ten and hundreds of millions of the oppressed throughout the whole world
and lead them in the assault upon the strongholds of the old society. Only the overthrow al
all forms of slavery, anly the complete destruction of fascism, only the people sitting in
mercilsss judgement over the conlemporary bandits and gangsters can provide real satisfac-
tion to the indignation of the people. This is precisely the task that the Fourth Intermnational
has set itself. 1t will cleanse the labour movement of the plague of Stalinism. Ttwill rally in
its ranks the heroic generation of the youth. It will cut a path to a worthier and a more
humine future.




LENIN :

ON THE ATTEMPTED
ASSASSINATION OF THE
AUSTRIAN PRIME MINISTER

The following extract is from a letter Lenin wrate to Franz Korirschoner tn Qetober
1916, Tt dealy with rive attempied assassinarion af the Awstriin Prime Mininter. Mo fulile is
the way in which Lenin attueks terrovist action bur at the same timie emiphasises thut for
Marxists the giestion af ndividual terroriom Is a purely factival goestion and 1 3 far
tacticul regsons oniy that he doex not support the attempled assassingtion. He also stresses,
in a section af the lerser we have nol irelfuded, the necessity for eonducting a defence af
the attempied assassin. He therefore finishes the letter by stating thay, I faar thar the
Auistrian Governmens will pronueance Frederich Adler Insane, and will net allow a irial. But
if he is browght to trial then a distribution of leaflets must be oeganised without fall.”

| would sk you to send us information about Priedrich Adler's action [attempled pssnesing-
tion of the Austrian Prime Minister, Count Sturg, 21 Oct., 1916].

The local papers here (the “Berner Tagwacht™ and “Volksreicht”; do vou receive hoth, or
neither?) extol this aet. “Avanti” (do you ever see it7) says Friedrich Adler is the author of
the well known manifesto of the Austrian Internationalists. Is that so? And how can one
speak openly shout it?

(1) Did Friedrich Adler mention his plan 1o anyone?

{2) Did he hand over to some friend his documents, letters and announcements so that

they might be published later on?
(3 Is it true (as the Vienna “Arbeiter Zeitung” says) that e was in the minority every-
{in the Railway Club and other places), and how great was that minority?
+ . s it true that his position in the organisation became “intolerable™?
{5) Did he have only seven votes to suppart him at the last Party Conference?
{63 At the last two meetings of trusted members | the Social Democratic Party Executive|
he very bluntly atincked the Party and demanded demonstrations (and what sort of demon-

strations?).

Please write s fully as possible about these questions und send mare information to me
about Eriedrich Adler. Unless vou give us special instructions, we shall print in our news-
papers everything we receive from you (and we shall also publish it in the Jocal German
press, as our editorial material).

As far as the political value of thisactis concerned, we obviously keep to aur confirmed
opinion, based on many years' experience, that individual terroristic acts are impractical

means of political strife.

“Killing it no murder” our old *Tskra” [No. 20] said about terraristic acts, We da nos af
all appare political killing {in this sense, the servile written statements of the Opportunists
in “Vorwarts™ and the Vienna *‘Arbeiter Zeitung' are simply revolting), bul as revolutionary
tactics, individual attempts are both impractical and harmful. It is only a mass movement
that can be considered 1o be a real political struggle. Individual terroristic acts can be, and
must be, helpful, only when they are directly linked with the mass movement. In Russia the
terrorists (apainst whom we always fought) made a number of such attempts, but in Decem-
ber, 1905, when the cause had at last reached the point of being 0 mass movemenl, & rising,
ard when it was necessary to help the masdes to use force, then the terrorists were not there

to do it. That is where the termorists ful!
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Rarve nor arswered them here, nstead the Vary URpORTINT puoteds he rites e sl with i @ forthooming
article on Maridsm and the Nationg| Chewting wilich wall bee mppearing i Interra lional

Remarks on the Bourgeois and Peasant Revahitions in Ireland

The (nternavional reviewer {frnternatinmal. No. 3) has been more than kind ta the present wriler (n hie
review af hit book, The Rapublic uf freignd. 11 is, therefore, with reivetance that be musi ramark o
the essen tinlly algebraic nature of Mr. Janes' eritleisms thereof.

He suigpests that “Where we might have some mare dmportant disapreement with Lysaght is on his
vicws on the bourgeois revolution in Ireland™. He i telling the truth. His definition of the Irigh
Dourgens revolution is reashed by the non-Marxist method of crealing = yardstick by which to messura
such 8 concept. He stutes that “the compenir af the bourgecis revolution iy the taking of site power by
the bourgeodsic and the shizping of the country's social and econpmie sructure in the [nterests of tha
elass” This it eorrect thzeretically (though If avods the whole vestion of nationgl unity, s
impéitant in Ireland and 5o ted up, through the building of the home market, with the “shaping of
the ecuntry's ... coonamic structure ™). The troable is that it ignores the realities of vl ting
bumrgmobsies. For, with the exception of the French one, no hourgeais revolution has, in fact, carried
oot the tasks allotted it in vopybook style. One can add 1o this twa cortallaries, Firstly that the
French example makes 3 nonsénse of the aksumpison u ta the relationghip between he democrstic
revodutionary tusks and their porientialities 1o help Fulfill the tasky al capitslism: the eduntry with
the earliest successful European bourgenis tevolutaon was slso ane of the Lt to MT 1o indistrinlise
iself, Secondly, the impossibility of being able 1o talk in real terms of a gencralised "bourgeois’ or
“democratic rewolution” must be so due tothe lwws of combined and unaven develapment.

Imperialigm hus intentified thess lows o the point where a clissical Baurgeois revalution is unthinkahla.

can amy other Party of bunrgents revolution. Whal the latter could do Wit schieve the peasani
revehation within the limitalions maintzined by capitalist contral of the stule power. Peasant
revelution i baund to be a farm of Peity-bourgenis struggle; its nims are tied (o g form of property
like fand); its enemies are the lndlords nd, where the supitalists have been ready and willing to
wttack its encmizs, it becomes an interest silied dist metly to that of the small businesamen, hostile 1o
big capitul, mistrasting labour amd, ejectively, only able to schieve libesation on terms that will
liberate thern, ¢ fTectivaly , (rom thei: el property

In the earliest stages of the worid development of capitalism, the peasant revolution pelered out
in isolated jacqueries, the capitalists alfied with the landlords ageinst the king who tried, hal-heariedly,
12 ippeal beyond them 10 his poarer subjects. From this, rmatters deseloped in different ways. In
France the king became Hzntiﬁ with the nobility, whilst the hmupnd::uniind with the rural
iemants to bring down bath. In lialy, the ok System comtinued; the bowrgeoisie, to usnite the cauntry,
made a deal with the Landiords apainst the ducal and royal rivals to the House of Suvoy (a deal shown
vividly i Lampedusa’s The Levpard). In Germy ny. the capitalists were still less ahia 10 help the mselves,
let wlane The peassnis, |y Ruszela, the monziks were rebuffed consistently by the capitalists snd turmed
i desperation fo the Balshewiks and Left SR Inlrelind the bousgeoisie used the peasants” demands
tr ke over ihe nationul movergen! from the remnunis of 3 provious and sborted natianal capitalist
vl Howewer, Ireland was still 4 colony; the metropolitun power tried lo ke the wind from the
Rticnal movement s sails by Erning It pemant supporters the form of their demands. But, as Davire
koew well, the reality of thea claimis could nat be granted exncept by soctalistic measures, Acea .
the peasint struggle oontinyed until, in 1932, Funny Fail came (o power and halved the land s
that the peasanis paid instead of rents,
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Sinee then, helped by the facts that they had then lind in title (however circumécribed in fact) and

bumﬂmrt#:u'hd‘m noutrality. Whai Uhe author does

their support, the lrish small farmers have moved
o (most of) them immediately™ (1e.in Ihe
abd Lo this (and whal fus seviewer Duls

mention) &5 that s minarity (centred an the free collectves) may be v:ﬁnﬁ 10 hoooe entircly

nd 0K " land han ye
mw: {kve sl Earmmers Fﬂﬁ'

i3 hoping”™, in the keng (pormal) or shor
the subject; his

t be used 1o this :
revelutbonary ) run. The atithior is ot dogmalic on
. such a8 1t I, wns & necessary comective for 2 time when Stalinites snd opportunists

et s Sinn Fein’s Seumut

of all kinds were professing (s doos the Lahour Party atill, it ssems) Lo ¢ in the mocher, Deawy, the

ichmel Davitt e mos foars

Cine poini the author did neglect, however, and 1

should have been mude of lieland’s depe
g dinge ph Et two of Chapter 8 i3 far too yague on this. A chearer stafement is needed thal a

The last pa

ingly, [he reviewer fiilied lo comect him.
ne on the process of Permanent Revolurion

United Socialist States of Europe is the real alternative 1o the E.E.C. and that it, alone, can help the

Workers Republic af Lrehind to thrive.

Rut such faults can be comected in the secand edition which must came if enough pecple buy the

BOOK REVIEWS

Kar! Marx: Early Texts: transiated and
edited by David McLellan | Basil Black-
well). 25/ (p&kp 3/-) from Red Books.

In the 19308, “Marxsm™ became fashionable
among a large section of the intellectuals in
Europe and America. It largely took the form of
fellow-travelling with the Stalinised Thind bnter-
national. Even the trials of the 1930s failed o
shake the loyalty of sll bul u few of theis
fellow-travellers. Here und thers a pratesting
voice was heard. Some. like Koestler, turned
from Marxism to unbridled anti-communism,
A Tew others, anwilling ta throw the boby out
with the bathwater, cluimed 1o discover in the
youunges Marx of the early 15405 2 “more
critical amd undogmatie humanism™ then in the
Inter Marx and, of course, in Bolshevism, which
they were now beginning ta equate with Stalin.
ism. The destruction of German Social-
Democracy by Hitler also ked 1o s ot of “new
thinking” about the future of socuhsm, and its
exponentsalso turned 1o the earlier writings of
Marx for inspimlion.

But the cult of the "Young Marx™ received
its greatest impulse after Krushehev's 20th
Congress speech. exposing the ctimes of Stalin,
Although everything he sabd had long been
known—especially throwgh the writings of Leon
Trotsky—even ithe most devoted fellow-traveller
could no longer shut his cyes o the nature of
the regime in the Sovigi Union. To denmmee
Marxism, howewer, would be to denoumoe their
own past and especially their theoretical integn-
ty. So they sought refage In the "Young Marx".
This tendency received & fresh impetus after the
events in Poland end Hungary in 19587,
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% neo-Marxism even becams respectabile.
Clonarsis i Marxism weee institured wi urivers-
ties which had never before even Included itin
their eurvicalums, The whole intelizctial world
wemed suddenly tobe dehating Mary's theory
ol “nlienation”. While ignoring his wrilings an
eoomomics and dismisang dialectical rmiferialism
a8 30 miseh "metaphysicnl hot air™, there was
increasing Interest in Marx s a “'humanist” und
respect (o his profound understinding of
history and human nature.

Tir these people It appeared that there were
iy Mhares™ and an irreconciiable clish
between the eacly writings and the mature sy
tem of Marx's later years, The “Yaning Marx™,
acconding to these newly fashionable thinkers,
was Tirst and faremost o philosopher rather than
BA eomvarmisl,

Marx: Eorly Texts
This collection of Mar's carle: works should
convinge any honesl resder thal the “iwo
Mark's™, which the nea-Marxists claim o have
discovered, simply show how liltle they really
understand Marxism, despite their intelleciual
pretensions, What & Irie, of course, (s that his
thinking developed und matured over the years,
Murx wos no vory-iower philesopher shut up
in the rending room of the Bridsh Museum, s
somany wwsarm, He, with Enpele, wis passion-
ately imvobwd in the chiss struggles of their day.
They learned from attunl events and spplied
their unolytical method - diabectical materialism
—t thess events. Thelr akm wos 1o help 1o
change the world dnd sot menely (o explain it.
A study of these writings keaves ne doubt shout
the unily of Mars s thonghi ulter he hud hroken
with the idealisth eoneeplions of Hegal.



intreduction, there is a0 justification fir those
wlio claim that nlisnntion 16 2 conpept wis
cental 1o Mancs carly thought but sbandonc:
by him later. Duniel Bell, fur exampic, his anial
that “whereas in the young Mark there Susa
dinible vition of the muiuwe of alisnation
Marx's thoughis developed alang onz mirm
mad of economic conceptions. of poverty and
exploitation while the other rond which nughi
have lad o new, humanistie concepis of work
and labour, was left uncxploted.” McLellan
replics that “pat anly the congept hut also the
term itsell occurs an seveml oceasions in
Gapital™. In Vol. | (432 Mosow Edition).
Marx writes: “the character of independence
and estrangement which the cupitulist mode af
om 85 @ whole gives 1o the mstruments
of labour and to the products , s sguinst the
workman, is developed by the means of
ymchinery into 4 thorough antagonism’.
MicLellan goes an 1o say that * it is not only
a question of terminclogy. the conlents toa of
Cipidal s o continustion of Mar's early
thoughts. The main theme of Valume | of
Chpiml, wrplus-value, rests on the squation of

work and value that goes bock 1o the concept af

mun as a being wha creates and the canditions
af his life-a conception outlined in the Furis
Mamuseriprs.” ( 1844]) Marx the phulosopher,
Marx the economist, Marx the revolutionary
socialist, wirs one, the unifving threzd being
dialectical materiulism.

Amy doubl which may still have existed
about the conlinuity of Marx’s thought was
finally kid torest by the publication of Grvd-
risse der Krith der Politischen Oekonomme
{Elementz of a Critigue of Politoal Evonomy ).
Written in 1857, mainly for the purpase of
elarifying his own thinking, this 1,000-page
draft served as o basis for Criiigue of Poltrical
Eoomromy ( 1B59) end of Capitel (1867}, Marx
himself wrote to Lassalle that the Grundrisse
represanted *the result of |5 years’ research,
that is 10 say the best years of my life.”

Farly Texss ks esseniial rending for all wha
want 10 thoroaghly understend Marxism and
the deselopment of Marx's thought. [t is an
excellent collection and lucidly iranslated

C van Crelderen.

Guerrilla Movements in Latin America
by Richard Gatt. ( Nelson, 1004

For many who hawe been overawed by the fact
that Latin America is an extiemely lorge peog
raphical enfity, thousands of miles 2wy and
thatefore a trifle difficult to study in detail,
Richard Gotr's buok will provide a usetul
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cover the whole of Lutin America: the e
countries diseussed are Guatemala, Venezuels,
Calombia, Peru, and of course Dolivia. This
sansewhat limits the scope of the book; far
instance Nicarapun and Uruguay ., where fhe
puerrillas are both active and, willun thele own
tosns af referenoe, partially succeaaful, are
pentioned caly briefly, and that 1o only in

(hie concluding chapter os (hamgh an after-
thought. Neither i there any referonee (o the
gucrrilln experience in Bzl and Argentina,
which is rathar unfortunate, a8 developments
and changes in thase tero countries 1o 4 certain
exteni detormine the futre of the sest of Latin
Americn, und without an analyss and balance
gheet of fheir respective rewolutionary Fwe-
ments it is impossible to grusp the totality of
the struggle.

However, despite those fallings the book
provides certain usclul documentary inifoema-
tion relating to the role which the Stalinist
porties and formations have played in Latin
America,

The betrayal af the Guatenalan C.F. which
Found itself quite a1 home when il cane fo
supporting the candidacy of Hberal members of
the bourgeoisie (o1 varions pasitions, but which
adopted ambivulent positions towards the
guerrilla struggle, and which withdrew party
cadres when total manipalation of the struggle
could not be ensured, is well documenied. A
similar, but in the final analysis 3 mare
treacheraus, Tole was played by the Yenezuclan
C.P. The situation in Venezuels was 1o obviously
pro-evolutionary that the C.F. was forced
despite itsell to st up & guerrilla front. While
this froni included 4 certain mumber of non-
Sinlinist radicals, ats political and military pali-
vies were dacided by the Veneiuelan CF.
Despite this, the TP, leadership in Caracas, the
Venesuelan capital, could not totally cantrol
the petions of the FALN (Puerzas Armadat de
Liberacion Nacional) in the countryside. The
latter engaged m what the Party wes [ater to
term “uliradeftisn ™ and “adventurism”. With a
“renctionary” Presadent replaced alfter an
“slection” by & “Tess reactionary ™ one { the
degree of his reaction depending, of course, on
his attitude towards the C.P.}, 4 canvenkent
excuse came into existence. The new President
announced publicly in his inaugyration sddres
that if the C.P. was prepared to renounce “vio:
lence” he would personally remove the ban on
it amad its netivities. In May 1964 the Central
Committer of Venezuelan Stalinism announced:

W the Commmunidis again say to the
country: if an allembracing amnesty {5 declared,
if public liberties are restored, if the right 1o
legal action for the banned parties is restored, if
afficers jalled or exiled because of their natinas-




list positions are re-admitted into the armed
farcex with full rights, then political sirugides in
the couniry can be directed long peaceful
paths.”

From now on the Veneenstin CF, wete 1o
move Lapidly rightwards. A shamdens campaign
was begun ogainst the guerrills beader Douglas
Bravo who was niot allowed any rights inside the
C_P, Several months lster he broke with the
party a5 did numerous other militimts. This led
Fidel Castro to publicly deneunes the CPoad
having betruyed the guetrillag. The Cuben ulate
began to help the guernllas directly. The Vene-
puelan experience demonsirnied even 1o the
blind that the Latin American C.P.s were 0o
different from thefr Ewropean counterparts,
With o few exceptions the *“peaceful moad to
socialism™ hecame the norm, and while similar
positiond fn Furope at least enabled revolition-
ary militants 1o attack the reformism of the CP.
and engape in Nerce polemics, in g continent like
Latin America many C.JP.3 ure quite happily
prepared 1o betray the "ultradefis” to the ali-
girchy umd its repressive forces. Polomic it this
avoided. The total degeneration of the Com-
munist Parties in Latin America is ably and
painstakingly demonstrated by Richerd Gotl,

Where Gott does mmke mistakes ix in his
remarks regarding the “Trotkyisl ™ movement,
He fuils to acknowledge the fact that the “Trot.
skyists™ who, by their inmatic (Herally) sec-
tarianism and had faith, completely alkensted
themselves from Yan Sosa's guerrilln detach-
merit and usa result were expelled, in fact
belonged toa faction ked by Juan Posadas. The
Latter did not in any way represent ihe moin-
stream of the world Trotskyist movement, o
fact which Castro also prefemed to ignore when
he made his celabrated, bul completely indiscri-
minate atteck on “Trotdyism™ at the Tricont-
pentd] Congress in Hevana in 1966, (The Cuban
Prowndister were attocking the Cuban govemment
for building warkers” fluts, when they felt thal
the state should have been eonoentraling on
building underground nuclear shelters to prepare
for the coming halocaust!), This lapse by Gatt
is samewhat unforiunate and inexpliceble as be
is undoubiedly awsre of the “Trotskyist™ len-
dencies autside the Fourth Intemational and has
written about fiem elsewhene . A similar misiake
is made regarding Peru: in this case Gotl cate-
gorically states that Hugo Blanco ended his
cannection with the “international Trotdyist
movement™ when in fact what Blanco did was
simply to cease contact with the Argentinion
“Trotskyist” group of Moreno. Far many years
niow Blanco has been 2 leading member of the
Imtemutional Executive Commitice of the
Fourth International, which waped a worldwids
campaign (o secare his refease and in domg s
prabably mved him from almast gertain death
at the hands of the oligarchy.
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What Gott doss demonstrate conclusvely i
that the reasan why Blance could nol maintain
his pemsmnt hase was because of the Inck of 2
Fighting wnit amd he spuculates thal if the
geerrilla bands which spring up later had exdsted
at the mme time a3 Hugo Blanoo was beading the
pamsant struggle, the pieture in Peru could well
have been different

While the entire book contant & greut deal of
valuable informution, the chaples an Bolivia
are without doubt the most perceptive, and here
Gotl writes from an inlimate knowladpe of the
territory (he wes the fust journalist 1o ddentily
Guevern's demd hody) and 3 deep sonse of com
mitment to the strugple itelf. He explaing how
the paliticalfeconomic dnmtion in Bolivia conm-
hingd with (15 vigosous rewoluslonary tradition
made it the mosi obvious country in Latin
America where o rewolutionary overthrow of
capital seemned possible. Thome milifants whe
think that Balivia was simply 8 name on & small
piece of piped which Che pulled vul ufa hat
should carefully study the backgrournd of the
couniry

However, what Gott (s quite unoble 1o ex-
plain is why Che Guewara, who understood
better than any ather Cuban leader the real
mature of the C1s, made the fatal misake of
immgining, that an alliance with the Bolivian
S1a linists led by Monje was s practical possibi-
ity. It was precisely this fact which ensured
that Che's plan wis doomed from the beginning,
and 1o appreciate this fact ane has to under-
stund the gobal role of Stulinism. The links of
the Cuban state, or rather jis dependence on
the Soviet Unian, meani that Monje had 1o be
consulted, but surely = revohutionary af Che’
experience should not huve depended on Monje
and the CP. o provide the urban network s
essentlal for any real success. Gotl piso &
probably nat aware of the fact that the POR
{ Revelutiomary Workers Party, Bolivian s ction
of the Fourth International} of fered Che theis
gupport from the first day of the siruggle Che
cahled Havana for approval, hut by the time the
Cubans replied in the affirmative, the game wos
already played out and Chi's group was engir-
cled by the parillas. 1 is possible that if the
comrades of POR had been involved in the
struggle . Che would still have been alive today,
Their knowledge of the territory and their
numerical size could well have been decisive.

The defest of the Bolivian guerrilla, symbal-
jsed dramatically by the death of Che, should be
seen as the 1905 of the Latin Americin Revolu-

tion. For defoats are not uncomnson kn struggle,
o matter where or how it takes place. The
important fact iy thot we must keam from fhese
defeats and ensure that they are not repenfed.
Gotl cormectly quoles Mars, as saying

“With the sxception of oaly 3 faw chaplces,
every mare fmportant part of the snnshs of the
rovollbn - . . carrics the hesding: Defeal of the
Revirdution !



“Whal succurbed in thes defents was not
the revalution. 18 wis the pre-nevolutionary
traditionl appendages, results of poclal relation-
ships which had not yet some o the point of
sharp ¢l un lagoaisin . .

“In g word: the revoloton made progoe s,
forged shead, nol by ils mmedate . . . schizve-
ments, bul, on the contrary, by the areation of
a pawerful, united eoun ler-revelution, by the
ereation of an opponent in combat with whom
only, the party af averthrow ripened into a
renlly revolutionary party.”

But Gotl condimies to msintain that the fooe
theory could still work, when i fact the whoke
experience of the puerrillas mver the lost tan
yean suggeats ihe very oppostfe. Whot is nesded
if u ttrong, disciplined, Leninist orgamisation,
based in hoth the citks and the countryside and
capible of sutsining the armed struggle by it
rools i e nEsses,

The guerrillas hove niod bean wrang In recog-
nising that throughon! Latin Americy there
excists m pre-revolu Lonary o hetien. The imperia-
lists have recognised this as well, which is why
they are prepared (0 permit e xperimen 14 m
“milftary reformism " in Peru und Balivia and of
“earlinmentary soclalism’ in Chilz, They se
them ns médium-term salutions te contain mas
strujgles and from that paint of view they are
par tially carrect. But this s hation cannot last
larig. The military reformists will soon begin (0
feel the pressure; Allende will zither make deci-
sive moves (o pull Chile out of the capitalist
world markst (in which case we will see a civil
war with likély U.S. intervention) or whal is
more likely, he will smply become a Chilean
Harodd Wilson

As Murxists we abbor impressionism and
therefore, while we must ke inlo sccount,
the mancuevrings of American imperilism
and 15 puppet regimes, we cannat afford (o
lose sight of our own ohjectives. We have 1o
understund that & pre-revalutionary situation
exists in Lutin Americs despite  the twists
and turns of the bourgeoisdz. The weakness of
the guerrillas has not been that they have
migjudged the objective dtuation. 1t has been
exnctly the reverse: they have not made the
adequule preparations toensire that the
subjeciive facton were capable of meeting the
needs of the objective situation. Richard Gott
is clearly a bit confused about this himesl{ or

alse e wiould not write off nel only the peaszniry,

but alae the urbran praletariat in Latin America,
To make o pevolution feiilier a poarty nor the
best-prepared of foces can substitute (s own
conscicuaness for that of the closs, They can
take steps 1o develop md arous working-class
conscicusness, but thut is a completely different
stary. Impatience {5 no sbstituke for theary and
oaly an extremely shoridived substituts for

practice. Rurnl guernila warfase withoot an
ul baw in the urban workinpclass

s a recipe for disasker and i there isn'T éven an
acbegueite base b the countryude, then the
disaster is multiplied. To think that crtain ppects
uf the Cuban expenence can be repeated
mechanmically is (o ahandin the daie: il
method, [t would be absund (o think (hat U S
imperintizm has mod leemd e lessons of e
Cubon Revedution,

The whole questbon of orgunisaion,
therefore, becomes parmmounl. Unless
rovalu tionaries have the perspeciive of buiding
# cownibat Lonindet cesmnian oo from the very
stort they ann succumb to political con fesion ander
pressure from “organisational oen trists.” Ofoours
it goes without saying that revolutionary marxists
have o participate in the struggle. They have 1o
halp in (1s preparations and coordinations. They
have to ba ready Lo intensify the struggle. In Latin
Amaerica ar rather in many other parts of the
gomi-col onial world o well, this i the best way
fo bk pewodutionary organisations, Ta gimply
proclaim the sperionty of & programme from
the side lines is 1o fetichise the programme and
contign oneself 19 being o propagenids groap
indefinitely. It isin facl 1o caricature revolul-
onary marxism. Even in Argentina, where the
wrbai proletariot is extremely powerful and where
there have boen moie General Strikes than any-
where else sinpe the Second Workd War, the fail-
ure of these strikes 1o develop insurrecticnal
forms demonstraics not only the necessity af
armed struggle for the seizure of power, but alsa
the need o propers for il

Only i Latin American revolulionaries
understand and grosp the importance and the
necessity of organisation will we able to sy
that they have understood and leamit the real
lesons of Lathn America’s 1905, Only then
will they he abde 10 lay a firm and solid bags
for the extension af the Cuban revalulion to «
the rest of the continent, thus (reeing not anly
iheir own oppressed masses from the yoke of
American imperialism, but abo frecing the
Cuban Revolution from the oppresive weight of
the Soviet burcaucracy.

G. Camillo

50 Years of World Revolution {1917-
1967): An international symposium
edited by Ermest Mandel {Merit
Publishers. 21 /- + pép 216 from Red
Books/

This Symyosium &5 necessary reading for all wha
wani 1o scquiint themselves with the best in
current Marisi thought. The intraduction by
Ernesi Mandel slone is almost warth the price
aof the hook. It ranpes over the whils vast field
of the revolutionery movement since the Bodshe-
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;‘l—k-ﬂclmy i 1917 and shows how richly our
apoch dessrves the name “The Age of Pemiae
nent Revolntion™. Denplte the defeaty, the st
backs and the betrayals, the inlernational
working cliss and their allies in the Third Workd
continue e struggle which can only end with
the destruction of capitalistdmperialism,

In his analysis. Mandel showt how Lenin and
Trotsky preparsd the way for October betuse
they, slmost slone amang their contemporres,
undersiomd the real nature ef the stuatiom.
Lemn forged the weapon which woald ensure
that victory—the Bolehewik Party. Trofsky, with
his Theory of Permanent Revolution “made
clear the vmly form the stizure of power could
tuke in (backward ) Bussia—that is the establish-
ment of the proletariai allled io the poar
peasantry.” By 1917, Lanin had also come to
this conclusian and the result was his famous
“April Theses™ which was the blue-print for the
Oetober Kevolution, Trotiky, Tor his part, had
ahandoned his illusions aboul on ideokogically
loase party united wi th the Mensheviks—ginze
wher, o8 Lenin put it, there has been “no betier
Bolshovik™.

Unfortunately, most of 1he other leading
Balsheviks only superficilly learved the lessons
af Detober—or regarded the Russian axperience
a5 Vexceptional "—and have spplisd (or rather,
migpplied) some of Lenin’s pre-1917 concep-
tions 1o revaldtionary situations in other
countrise, with disastrous results for the proke:
tariat. It was befi, first to the Lefl Opposition in
Russia, under the leadership of Leon Trotsky.
ihen to the Foarth International, to continue
the meas of Bobshevism, This collection of
articles bs & good reflection of the ieas of the
Fourth Inlernational, All the writers are leaderns
of the International o, in the cafe of the Ameri-
cans, lending members of parties in vory close
gasociation with the Faurth International. (The
laws of the Liniled States make internationsl
affiliation illegal).

Luis Vital, a well-known Chilean revoluiion-
ary communist, goes back ta Marx and Engzls
and shows himy their Mundamental prediction—
the socelivrn would supplant 1he capitalist
systen—has been conlirmed by history, This
theme is tnken firther by Livio Maitan of Tualy,
whese ariicle on “The Theoey of Permanent
Revebution™ shows that il wes in direct ling
with ideas already developed by Mars and
Engeli—even the name “The Revolution in
Permanence”™ was first used by Mara, He deaks
Fully with the differences between Lenin ard
Trolsky on this issue, differences which were
resobved in the “April Theses™ and in an even
more emphatic manner by the Ooteber Revolu-
thon [iself. Maitun alsi deals with the post-Lenin
controversies about the Theory of Permanant

Bevolutnm and idwates that ¢veats in Cuba
md China have vindicated the dweory.

Sirie DN Giubiomarnia, another leading alun
Trostskyisl, dels with the "Three Phaves of the
Russian Revolulion™, and diaws from it theee
principal lessons: 1) The abesolute necessity for
socinlist pevolirnon; 2) the mecessdliy of building
o revolutionary party in which theoretical und
practical work are based an 2 demoeratic rela-
tionthip berween om elected lendership and o
conscious and milituni runk emd fle; 1) Lhe
necensity of developing the tueities o hring the
magses 1o attack the bourgenis simie without
betitation st the most fuvourable momenl

Ross Dawson of Canada deals with the rie
and fall af the Third International. while the
Garman Trolskyint Georg Junchiss wriles an the
trapedy of the German proletarial, led (o defeat
by Stalinism and Social Democracy. This ive
valuahle article, all the more sa because of the
very chear definftion of Tasciem which 1 coniuins,
in contradiction 1o the loose and aften imes-
ponsible way in which the term i often used.

The Argentintan Marxist. Nahuel Moreoo,
deals with the developments of ihe Chinese ani
Indo-Chinese Revolutions. The theory of Perma-
nent Bevolution is effectively wed ta show how
the Chiness Revolution of 192527 began s a
reflection of the revolulionary upsaurge which
followed the Russian Revolution and argues that
the Revolution which brought Mao 1o power
“cannot be explained except by the revohutio
nary pressure of the European workers and the
attitnde of the Americans in the armed forees”™
Tollowing Warld War 11, He discusses the lessors
aof the (ailure of the 1927 revalution and the
consequences of that defeat, and goss an 1o deal
with the eventuul viciory of the Chinese Com-
munists and the subsequent developmenis. He
shows how that victory was followed by an
intensification of the struggle in Vietnam and
concludes thar the safety of the delormed
wiorkers states in Axis (m in the Soviet Union)
can, in the final analysis, only be secured by the
wictory of the warld revolation, and, im the first
place, in the main capitalist countries—most
importantly the United States.

Hugo Conzmlez Moscoso, general secretary of
the Bolivian section of the Fourdh lnternational,

deals with the lessons of the Cubon Revolution.
Cube omee sgain shows that the revolutionary
process does not go by singes. He deals very ef-
fectively alsa with those who would deny The
proletarian nature of the Cuban revolution
because it wan not led by 2 Leninist Party

George Hrebirman applics the Leninist teach-
ings-an the national question 1o the black iberi-
lion struggle in the Unlled States ind shows how
the role of the hisck lberution fighters is “'skin
10 Uhe beading rode of the insagert coboniil
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masses at this stage of the world revalution”. 1t
also served az the trigger which sel in metion

the wawe of siudeni revolis which sirged through
the campuses.

That thee is no “‘thind way ™ bused on
mizzd economy for the undardeveloped coun-
tries of the warld ks the themeof the article by
Sitaram B. Kalpe, o leader of the Socalist
Warkers Party of Indin. The tmgic developments
in Algeria, Ghana, Indonesin, eio. have effect-
wely shown where this “third wuy"" leads as
compared 1o the revelutionary dizeetion laken
by Cuba and China.

Georpe Novack gives o Jueld oulling of how
to apply the laws of uneven mnd combinsd
development to the world revolutionary pro-
enss. Fernand Charlier of Belgiom discusses the
roote of bureanerscy and how to fight it. Emest
Mandel makes a vabuable contributian on “Eco-
nosnicd of the Trangition Period", while Joseph
Haneen deals with the relevanee of Marism-
Leninism for today. Pierre Frank, a member af
the United Secretarial of the Fourth Intematio-
nul, traces the history of probetarian intematio-
polism and shows that for “true revolutionary
Marxists, proletarian internationalism is not
sentimental notion thut fulls apart at the first
sonnd of riflés, cannon and bombs (but) a
fundamental concept . . . which has deep
objective roots; & concept whose application the
capitalists dread.”

James P Capnon, lending United States Trot-
skyist, makes erystal clear that without the
vanguard party s organiser and director there
can be no tharough-going proletanan revalution.
The building of tuch a party i no easy tash.
Cannon shows the tremend ous difficul ties
encounibered by the world Trotskyist movemneni
over the past three decades. The presence of
powerful, wealthy Labour, Socit] Democratic
or Slalinist organisstions, exercising bureaucratic
control over the labour movement. has (o be
avercome, OF particular interest is his reference
to ihe tmetic of Markists going into muss parties
for eatended periods {entrism) with the sim of
creating, consolidating and expanding the initinl
cadres and establishing firm ties with the
advanced elements, with the ultimale abjactive
af bullding 3 new mass revolutionary party of
the working class. He shows the pitfalls in this
kind of work, but concludes thal il is a neces-
sary tactic at cermain times.
cra

The Irish Tragedy : Scotland’s Disgrace
By Jolre MacLean, published by the John
MacLean Sacleiv. (- +5d

g ome of MacLoon's sole surviving assnciales,
Harry McShane , siys i il introd wethon, "1
sbdom happens that o pemphlet dealing with

political svenis merits reublication fifty yesn
luter an the grounds vl ils sppropnatences. This
it that kind of pomphlel.” -

Publishied ariginally & 15920, ind distributsd
in 20,000 copies all ever Scerland by MaeLean's
“Tramp Trusl Unlicnared™ (n smudl growp ol
roving socilst agitatons), the pumphlel sty oul
to rovel the (acts about the hrutal suppression
af ths Irish struggle at that tme. Firad with
anpet at the use of Scottish troaps 1o orush the
Republicans, MacLzan heaps fact on faot,
tonring away the hypostitical excuses of the
povernment of the day.

Bul he goes further than mere socumitkon, he
sttempis briefly and simply to explain 1o So.
tish workers the economic reasons for the
atiempt 10 retain 8 hold on Ireland, This he
explains in terms of rivalry belween the USA
wrwd Beitish miperialism: as Harry MeShane
explain, o comman theme among Marxists of
his day, and one which Trotky emphasised.

But one of the most interesting aspects i
MacLean's undentanding of the nature and
significance of the leish stroggle, which he ex-

plains thus

“Bhould lreland get o Republic, the class war
will then burst oot and be lowght ot till Irish
Labour wins and estublishes Communism finslly
apain in the "Ould Counthrie”.”

“Treland’s victory is obvigusly the indoubted
prefuds 1o Labour's triumph throughout the
warld, when mobbery shall glve place lo justies
in the mighty Communist Commonwealth.”

In other wards, MacLean, like Connoily, sow
the victory of the trish national struggle a3 the
prefude 10 o rapid victory of the socialist revo-
lutian. IT this concept is nol a developed expres-
siom of the permanent revolution, it is neverthe
less very far from the Stalinist “two stage"
theory, und offers further proaf thai this
reactionary concept was artificially grafted onta
the Trigh struggle in later years.

Rabin Mor

A Plea for 3 Labour College for Scotland
by Jokn MacLean (Tohn MacLean Sociely,

1/6/

At first glance this ttle pamphlet might appear
ta have a rather imited interest. John MacLean
is little known puiside Scotland, and his address
1o a long-forgotten eonference, which founded
# long-dead college, might nut sem to be af
greal relevance.

Bt even from the point of view of larning
ahout MacLeon, the pomphlet is valuable. He
wirs, nfter all, the most important figure in the
miss worke s” struggles on Clydeside, doring
ol after the Biret Workd War; the mast extreme
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revolutionary situation Britain has known. The
relevance af this address to those strugples is
undariined by the fact that MacLean was
prevented from gving it in person. On Sunday
tth February 1918, six duys before he wai due
1o deliver it, he was arremed and incarcerated in
Edinburgh Caitle, eharged with subrversive acti-
vities (ie. telling the workers the (nith about
the wurl

That fact that, on Clydeside in particolar, e
représsion directed agningt the workers during
Woerld War | should beod to revolutionary fer-
men| i no sccident. The long patient work done
by MacLean and others like him in edosting
warkeri abowt the naturd of cpitalian meant
that thousnds of them were ahle 1o see the
eonncetion berween their econamic problems,
the speed-up In the factaries, iepressive logisha-
tion, and the impenialict war which was
sisughtering workers on the batlefields of
Europe. They transeended the narmow trade
wnion conschonsmess of the rest of the British
working class, and saw the salution 1o Uheir
preblems in terme of revelutionary strupgle. The
inct thut they did not have the lezdership
capabile o formulating a strategy to direct and
puide that militeney does not alter the impor-
twnce of whint was achicwed.

_Marxist Sociology in Action: A Sociplog-,
ical Critique of the Marxis 'AEI:m“h to
Indus Relations. J A, Banks { Faber
amd Faber)

Anatomy of a Merger: A History of G.EC,
AEL, and English Electric. (Miver and
Marriat (Tahnathon Cape 7i5)

Both these books in effect attempt 10 secount
for different features of modem capitalism. The
diffetence ks that whereas Jones and Marriat
give a purely descriptive account of the deweiop-
meant af one industry, Banks attempts 1o e g
Fystamatic exposition of & wide range of the
Features of copitalism. It s an interesling com.
ment on the stite of Botrpeois research that
Jones and Marriot give a far better sccount of
cantem porary capdtalism than does Banks.
Banks's book s in fact in many ways 2 most

curicus effort, Firstly the book i not ai all
about what its tithe says it is. The seclion on
industrial relutions ks in fact only an incidental
part of the ook, mast of which is devoted to
general discusslon of everything from the
problems of motive forces of the Chinese revo-
lution (p.139-158) and Lenin's theory of the
Lshour aristocracy {p. 218). 1t is as yuch ai nat
asa book on industrial relstions that it must

Unlike most vion -Maorgisis who write on
Marx, the author sctually docy appear to have
read something other than Karl Popper's The
gy Seciedy amd It Enemies. He thos svalds
falling infoany of the wiual “Maorg was relevant
o the appalling conditions of the 191 iy
bul not Loy ™ Ly ol aepomand . Hie fhaas fioe
example pives o redsonahly good definition of
Marx's definitions of social farmalions when he
sarys that . . what i Uhe Mo mon by ois-
lingiiahes slavery, feodalism and capitalizm
from onc onother by not the fact that the ruling
clasy ures the rystem to itx own advan tags, but
the different ways in which it is dorm . IF e
luiis bastii 8 maiagerial rewlition in some Marc-
ist nenms of the term, It must be beacauss the
managers have introduced & new way of extart-
ing strplus value from the workers,” Unforiun:
alaly, hiving sand Hias be flhen plitnges info =
garbled version of Bumham's The Managerial
Rovosbtien Pochogh as the orodibe krow o bl
only & garbled version of Bruno Rigei's La
Burewsieratisa v oy Momde). From Thal poinl
o the discussion becomses singnlarly uninienest-
ing.

The probiem is that Banks, like Burnham bui
unfortunately for him unlike Marx, belleves that
Marxism can be broken down into 2 set of
ecparmbe postulntes. Thus for exumple he sinies
i possible theory of the Russian Revalution in
terms of two separate premises. This means that
e e no conneclion between economics, pall
tics, socivlogy, philozophy, etc. In Marxism and
cannel therefore give an acoount of any kade
ideas thar Marxiets wee. This renders the book
virtually worthless apart from a few meces of
empirical miormation scatiersd around its

RS,

The Oliver and Marriot book is @ very
different kettle of fish altogether. Perhaps the
most startling thing in it ix the way in which
deals with the existence of cortels and mono-
palket. Anyane raading an economies schoal-
boak talking atwout the competition of industry
should simply rewd this book in order 10 see
whit o boad af rabbish the “econ venitional wis-
dom" of capitalism is. The first chapter reveals
clearly the origine of the Ebectrical Dndustry -1
is simply entitled “The Lamp King”.

The working of cariels and modern capitalion
is perfectly revealed by passpes of the fallowing
w00t

“The venue diosen wasd the offices of Lard
Cowidray s Whitehull Seeuritics . . . Lond Poole;
English Electric’s finuncial adwiscr, is also o
diteetor of Whitzholl Securities”

1

*“One such firm was Kisinwort Benson, and
there was & Kleinwort partner, Reginald Maud-
ling—the Former Conservative Chancelior of the



Eachequer—on the AEL board, seady 1o sdvance
K leimworth’s claims. However, snother AEI
directar, Alexander Hood, was » director of
merchant banken Schroden™

o . )

=AE|, whete Sit Archibald Forbes, chairman
of the Midlund Kook, and Lord McFadzzan,
chatrman of British Insulsbed Callendan's Cables.
brushed shoulders with Lord Culdecote, chair-
man of British Afweraft Corposation™,

Again we have o wery cleor understanding of
the rolz of profitin s capitulist soonomy. This is
heautifully summed up in the penuliimate pars-

ph

“Thus the shareholders of English Electric.
which with sales of L411 million in 1967 hwd
been mic higger than elther AEL{£260 mil-
Lion} o GEC {£180 million ), ended up with, at
the vary best, one-thitd of the equity of the
combmd thees That is the meusure
of the premium for better GEC profiwbility and
for the Wenstock touch.” [The Weinstock
tsuch of coure cansisting of the ability to
mike Uhese bigger prafils.}

We alud hivwe marvellous examples of bour-
geon ideology @ work. Congider for 2xample
the title of Chapler & “AEL: The Yeirs of Pras-
perity ( 1930:5317. What other syslem than the
capitalist could conalder the years of the slump,
of the war, and aof poat-war reconsiruction,
wears of prosperity! Here wie have 4 perfect
example of how the making of profit is totally
unconnected to the needs of saclery.

Remarkable 100 are the & of sheer
Iying and hypoerisy by the capitalist class, My

favourite here i the , :
GEC and English Electyic in uq:nn'%1
unions kicking up o fuss sboul the merger. The
follawing passage reveals oll. '

“Even more important was thi wsil paid by
Sir Jock Scamp on Darbara Castle, who s Secre-
tary of the Department of Emplayment and
Productivity wauld have a crucial ssy in the
Governme nt docison. S Jack . . . wenl beazing
4 letter signed by Lord Nelson and Lord Alding
ton premising full corsuliationg with the unjons
cencerning nny posiible radundencie that might
arite from the merger. They promssd to e
tiate ‘immediate discussions between Su Jack
Soump and national Trade Union leaders con-
cerning arrangements for consudtations on
mutters arsng. from the merger with a view
maintuining and impraving cemmunizutions
between workpeople md mansgement”.”

1 trust that the 12,000 worken sacked from
GEC were gratelul for the immense amount of
trouble that wenl into ensuring that they fost
theit jobs in o suitable way and not through any
rash actions,

ALl i all this ook is just abouit the best
description af the capitalist system that we are
ever going b get from a “reputable” soorce. As
for the problem of the price, well, | suggest that
woll put in 8 reguest 1o your public library
hafore the Tories make the charge for borrowing
books from there slmost as rouch as the cost of
the hoak itself.

Alam Jonea
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DOCUMENT

Ower a lang perfod of time, the Ligue Communiitel French Section of the Fourth Inter -
natiemil) und‘:'.’lf organiwficon around the paper Lutte Owvrlere have heen haviny
diseussivns in order o explore the possibilities of fusing rtheir two organisarions. 11w
perhaps pecessary fo explain the background to these ralks in order to emmphurine thelr
{pssons for revolusionarles in TS couniry

Lutts Ourricre, unlike arganisations such as Intermationgl Sochalisnm accepls the basis feners
of “Troeskyism”. That Is to say , @ is poinied our In the document we reproduce, I bases
irs palirical views on the Transitianal Programme of the Fourth Prtermational v means for
example that il acoepis the charae terisation of the USSR ara d«.—gfnam:pd workers state,
if geeepts the theory of Permenant Revolution, It befleve in . un ~tices democratic
centratism. I aif these podnis if 15 in Fumclrsent tal agreement wit the pasitions of the
Fourth International, Ot the olher T int the period vince 1938 it has deve differences
with the Fourth Iniernational on o whole mum Ecr af UIE;:. For example il Crerisey
Ching Cubg  and Exctern Enrope apert from [he Savier Union ar starey in which the
Dicratorship of the Baurgeaisie exises,it does not believe that it is possible fo bulld a
demacratic-ceniralist internatianal n the present pericd and 1t has important differences
with the Fourth Internaticnal on the guestian of ow 16 Pudid national organisations. Despire
all these differences 1t hawever belieies that a uniffcation witk the Foirth Internaticnal

ir nossible provided that these differences are recogh wed amal med freafed H;hrf_;.
The discussions hetween the two organisations have been protracted, but in the case of

something s inportant as the Susion of fwo arganlsations this [s re be welconed and not
regretied. The twe organlations have still not decided ta fuse but have decided 1o lake

miire concrele steps (o see If this iv @ realistic perspective. Because of fie possible importance
of this wlflcation we fuve therefore included their preliminary agreement as an informnarion
docament  We wbviously hope that the process of unification can confinue untita
principled aniffcarion is achisved vhich will be i accord with the fundamental principhs

of Trorxkvism, - Eds

PROTOCOL AGREED BETWEEN THE LIGUE
COMMUNISTE AND LUTTE OUVRIERE

The cnisis of May-June 1968 has once agaln demonstrated the absalule necessity of o revol-
utionary party capable af offering to the warkers alternative perapectives than the reformist
ones of the traditional palitical and trade union structures.

The Ligue Communiste and Lutte Ouvricre are conscious that the anifization of their Two
tendencies would be an important step in the building of such a party and are conscious
therefare of their responsibilitees in this direction. For this reason they have for the last six
months been engaged in discussions to investigate the possibilities for such a unification on
the basis of their comman theoreticil positions; the programme of the Communist Inler-
nutional of Lenin and Trotsky. and that of the Left Opposition in its struggle against
Stulinism. The theorctical putcome of this latter struggle is contained in the Transitional
Programme of the Fourth Intermutional

Tuking sccount of the present differences between the two organisations, the leaderships
brve decided to effect the unifiation in three stages.

The explomutory stage of these discussions is brought Lo an end by the signing of this
document. These discussions have allowed s to see the political and practical which exist
between the two organisations. Although ane should not underestimute these differences
nor ignore them., nevertheless the Ligue Communiste and Lutte Duvriere believe that they
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can only be overcome in the cadre of the unified organisation. The differences are not 50
great as 1o prevent this.

The second phase, which is opened from now, is the verification of these views in prclice.
This phase must show the passibility of common work by the Lytie Ouvriere and ;|!|.,+
Ligue Communiste and therefore the viability of the common organisation.

AS ¥ first step in thus task, the Ligue Communiste and Lurte Cuvriere have co-ordinated
part of their activitics in order to lead 4 number of campaips

They have , for example, put out 8 common appeal to militanis (o participate in the
intemational meeting o { revolutionaries at Brussels un the 21st and 22nd of November, They
have organised o campuign for equal increuses for all workers agsiinst the: rosi stance of the
large unions who supported the principle of miintaining wage differentinle They have
exposed the working conditions in the laree factorics and Lhe scandal of public transpart
in) the Paris area.

These are some of the instances in which the Ligue Communiste and Lutte Ouvricre
have collaborated in order to put thelr agreement into practice,

During this period of joint activity, and as soon as possible in the light of the development
of joint work,the Ligue Communiste and Lulte Ouvriere will se that u fusion will take
place between their new s Rouge and Lutte Quyriere, in order Lo verify the possibiliny
of free expression of cles in a common arganisation.Only such a preliminary periad
is capable of showing that the Ligue Communiste and Lulle Ouvriere understand the rights
and limitations of the right of expression of tendencies,

At the same time a5 these commeon activities, the Ligue Communiste and Lutte Quvricre
will continue their discussions in order to prenceed (o Ihe drawing up of a common
programme dealing with the French and Intemutional situations. They will also draw up
statutes fwmirg the functioning of the common orpanisation.

These discussions will be in public and will take the form of meetings, of debates, of
common pamphlets, exchanges of articles and other means that will be jointly decided upon,
It is understood that each tendency will be able to deal with the matters imvolved in this
discussion in its own press, -

If the test of common sctivity gives positive results, if the issuing of 0 common press shows
the possibility of the collsboration of the two tlendencies , and the programme of unification
guins the support of the members of the two tendencies, then a third phase will start. Thix
will proceed on the basis of 0 comman sgreement and will lead 1o the halding of o unificat-
ion congress of the two organisations,

From the exploratory discussions which have beer held il appears that the following five
points would define the functioning and activities of the proposed unified organisalion.

1} The unified organisation will be the French section of the Faurth International, The
militants of the unified arganisation will participate in the discussions of {he leading bodies
of the Fourth International {World Congress, Inlernational Executive Commiliee, and
United Secretariat)  They will also take part in the international discussions and will
participate in buikding the International.

On the basis of this agreement, the United Secratariat agrees mol 1o chanee the democrat-
ically elected kadership of the French section . It alsn grees Lo respect the ericnintion
adapted by the majority at congresses and decided upon by the leading bodies of the unified
arganisation. The United Secretariat will also make o deckitation to this effsct ar the time of
the unification congress. This declyration will be published a5 an appendix to the statules.

1) The functioning of the unified arganisation will be secording to the rules of demoeratic
centralism, that is fu sy umity in action ancr:ﬁn: right of free expresson of tendencies. The
statutes of the nisation will provide for minority representation on all leading bodies of
the arganisation. In particular the unificition congress will seree to propartionil represent-
ation of the two tendencies at all levels, This basis of representation will be maintained as
long as the two seperate tendencies exist in the organisation. The Congress of the unified
organisation will determine the orientation and sectors of intervention for e entire organ-
isabion,

The tendencies will have the right to express Lheir poinis of view through the medium of
the publications of the unified crganisation.(These will have proved in the period belore
fusion their capacity o guarantee free expresdon.) A leading body for the journal will be
established which will give political supervision to the expression of tendencies in the press
This body will be elected on the basis of proportional representation of the two tendencies
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and will be under the control of the Central Committee of the unified organisation. The
minarity will automatically be granted right right of expression in the journal with a certain
number of pages sat aside for this purpose. The leading bady in control of the journal will be

by the Central Committee with ensuring the democratic running of the press. The
leading body concerned with the journal will be responsible for securing suitable parsons to
ensure the regular running of the prese It will also estublish un editorinl board which will be
established without distinc tion as 1o tendency, and will involve militunts of both tendencies
in the editonal work of the newspaper.

The same procedure will spply in the e of other publications such as theorctical journals
il;ﬂt example the minarity will sutomatically be granted four or five pages or an articl in cach

ue.

As well as this day to day discussion, which would be carried out as outlined above and
which the minonty will be free to carry on if it chooges, there will be nutional discussions
involving the whole grgahisation antd im'gl,!;inﬁemnln‘hutinns from members of both ten-
dencies and sny other tendencles which may be formed.

The tendencics would participate in discussion meetings. The nature and importance of
these discussions woulld be determined by the prevailing circumstunces( particolar political
guestions, preperation of conferences, congresses aic, )

Al the public level, whenever guestions of such complexity as to warrant il anse, "Pﬁ

blishing of discussion bulletins without limitations of length will be undertaken. These
E.':uﬂins will appear, according to the choice od the two tendencies. either in the form of
a discussion between the two points of view ,or in the form of the exposition of a single
position. They will be publicly sold.

A commission will be sel up for the control of the internal bulletin which will have equal
e tation from the two tendencies. 1t will be charged with the preparing andeireulating

regulur issues of the internal bulletin.

3) The task of implanting the organisation in the working class bath in the trade unions and
politically, will determine the policy of the unified organisation;this involves the mamn
allecation of members being to this tvpe of work.

However the unified organisation will intervene in all ficlds and milieus . For each of these
areas (workers, students,peasants and farm workers, teachers) the allocation of Torces will be
decided at congress and with consideration to the fundamental aim of the organisation as it
s vutlined above.

4) The basis of organisation of the unified body will be the cell. In all fields of activity the
wark of the cells will be under the direction of the leading bodies of the crganisation. The
cells will elect the leaderships of the seclion, of the town, and of the region. These will direct
their activity.

The allocation of new members will be ultimatly decided by the appropriate leading body
but will be dane after discussion with the member and the cell concerned, Members of the
iwa existing tendencics will not be moved from the figlds where they were working before
the fusion withoul the agreement of the two Terdencies

5) The implantation of revolutionarics in the factories invelves bath autonomous political
intervention by the unified organisation by regular activity of workers cells, and regular
activity by warking class militants in the Trade Unions, particularly the C.G.T..

The Ligue Communiste and Lutte Quvriere are owar: that they have often had differcnt
experiences in this figld. but they believe that their political sgreement on the necessity of
warking towards such an implantation in lhe working class wi%llalhw them to realise a
synthesis of their different points of view and this will enable them to develop and

strengthen the unil'la_:d arganisation.

For Fimie Coanmunixie For Lutte Crivriere
Mierre Frank Francows Duburg
Charles Michalonx Jean Lievin
Henri Weber Jacques Marand




‘IRISH CITIZEN’

PAPER OF THE IRISH SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN

THE FIRST {S5UE OF IRISH CITIZEN WILL BE AVAILABLE IN FERRUARY.

T WILL CONTAIN MATERIAL ON THE IRISH STRUGGLE WHICH WILL BE OF
VALUE NOT GNLY T IRISH MILITANTS iN BRITAIN . BUT TO ALL WIIO
RECOGNISE THE IMPORTANCE OF THE CURRENT SITUATION IN IRELAND FOR
THE REVOLUTION ON AN INTERNATHINAL SCALE

Enuiries 1o “lrish Citizen"' 37 Gurdon Mansions. Torrington Place, London W.C.1.

~ 'SOCIALIST WOMAN’

PUBLISHED BY THE NOTTINGHAM SOCIALIST WOMANS GROUP, " SOCIALIST
WOMAN" HAS LED THE FIELD IN DISCUSSING THE PROBLEMS OF WOMEN IN
CAPITALIST SOCIETY. PUBLICITY FOR, AND AID TO WOMEN INVOLVED IN THE
INDUSTRIAL STRUGGLE HAS BEEN A CONSISTENT FEATURE OF THE PAFER.

A SUBSCRIPTION COSTS ONLY 53 FOR 6 ISSUEST8I-MONTHLY).

Send to 14 Eile Rd , Wexr Brideerford | Norringham

‘INDOCHINA’

SPECIAL NOTE TG SOCTA LIST SOCIETIES. "INDOCHINA "TFORMERLY
"VIETNAM"NS THE MAGAZINE OF THE VIETNAM SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN.
LATEST {SSUE: WHAT DO NIXON'S PROPOSALS REALLY MEAN? MADAM
BINHS PROPOSALS: THE TORIES AND MALAYSIA: IF THE WAR EXPANDS.
SPECTAL ONE THIRD DMSCOUNT FOR SCNCTA LIST SOCTETTES.

Write; “Indochina”, 182 Pentonville Rd. London N. !







