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Czechoslovakia

(A Declaration of the United Secretariat of
the Fourth International)

The “normalisation™ of the situation in Czechoslovakin is follow-
ing the logic of the process which begin in August 1968 with the
mvasion of Soviet and other “allied™ troops of the Warsaw pact.
After the elimination of Dubcek from the government, after the
purge of the Central Committes, the repression has been general-
ised with the discovery of a “Trotskyist plot™. Soviet “historans”
who completed their studies in the Soviet KGB and had previously
helped prepars the Slansky trial, have just arrived in Frugue.

The teactionary character of the political, social and cultural line
of the Kosvgin-Brezney leadership and those who Follow it in the
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, is completely revenled by these
events, The real reason for the invasion of Czechogdovakia in the
gummer of 1968 is crystal clear: it was not provoked by any real
danger of the restoration of capitalism, but was the burcaucratic
reaponse o the example being set by a people taking serious steps
to achieve their aspirations for socialist demoeracy, an cxample
dangerous to the domination of the bureaucracy in all of Esstern
Europs and in the Soviet Union itself.

Formally, the accused cannot even be called “plotters”. During
the shost *Prague spring™ as well as in the following months, they
acted fully in the open, widely distributing documents they edited,
first as the Movernent of Revolutionary Youth, then as the Revo-
lutionary Socialist Party—even signing them with their name and
address. If there was a “plot™ those guilty are not these accused
militants, but those whe secretly prepared and helped the invasion
of Czechoslovakia.

The charges themselves are based on the old Stalinist model, an
amalgam of frame-up criminal charges and political aceusations. |t
is not necessary to dwell upon the criminal charpes, which were
lifted right out of the infamous Moscow trials: sabotage, arsun,
collaboration with the CLA, The aceused were supposed to have
received fabulous amounts of money from the CIA—although ap-
patently only eoocugh to allow them to publish ledflets mimeo-
graphed on g couple of poor mimeopraph machines.

The accusations of having received politicol material (books, bro-
chures, newspapers) from revolutionary groups in foreign count
ries is particulardy striking, since this charge comes from gentle-
men whe, after having been kicked out by the people of their own
country, were installed in power not by political propaginida but
by half a million armed forcimers who entered the country by
surprise, This is normal for people who cannot lzad an “Hiderol o
cal strugale” withoot first calling upon the services of the censor,

The followingare the political charges levelled against the accused:
they extol “anti-burcancratic revolution™, they developed links
hetween the students and the workers, they wanted to replace
the police and army by armed workers' units in the factories, they
thought the programime of anti-bureaucratic revolition was upph-
cahle to other Eastern Furopean countries and the Soviet Union,
and they wera for the world socialist revolution. That, spparently,
i an “anti-constitulional™ programme. But for the Kremlin and
its sarvimis (o change the Central Committee and the governmant
af & “brother coantry™ with tanks is apparently a perfectly “con-
stitutinnal ™ undertaking.

In fuct, the accused have in this programme shown that they have
drawn the lesson of the Dubcek experience: ome cannot hope foe
a teform of the bureantcracy which will lead to socialiat demo-

cracy. The overthrow of the burenucratic power i3 the only way.
The real “crime™ of the sccused is to have Formulated this pro-
gramme at a moment when the men in the Kremlin are panicky
ahout whut is ripening in the Soviet Union itselt,

The United Secretariat of the Fourth Internaticnal calls on all the
workers, students, vanguard intelleciusls and especially those
Communist Partses and comminist militants who have denounced
the invasion of Czechoglovakia, 10 demand the releass of the revo-
lutionary militants imprisoned in that country, They should under-
stand that the greest of these militanis is nothing less than tha be-
ginning of a campaign of repression which will strike the majority
of the leading Czechoswvakian Communist Party cadres of the
Fanuary-August 1968 period, and the majority of the loadership
glected at the [dth Congress of the Party. Immedinte action must
be taken against the resurgence of Stulinism and to help all those
wha, in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, aspire to lead to
victory the strupgle sgaiast the buresucracy and for socialist
demoerocy .

Elsewhere the press of the Fourth Tnternational
has summed up the life and work of Bertrand Russ-
ell, we want to deal with just one aspect.

The death of +this great thinker bronght out the
customary rush of obituaries, All thosze in the
capitalist press and mearly all those in the left
journals omitted his greatest work: hiz endeav-
purs in support of the Vietnamese llevolution cul=-
minating in the War Crimes Tribunal. Thus even
in death, despite all their lavish praise, these
people continmed their hostility te the progress—
ive work of Ruszell and his Peace Foundation.

For our part we are proud to have been asaociated
with this great work., We are gontemplupas of
those who, because of dussell's differences with
Marxiam, seek to denigrate him. In the greatest
revolutionary struggle in the world =ince the
Chinese Hevelution Bertrand HRussell's role was
honorable and decizive in mobilising support for
the Vietnamese Hevolution, I1f HRussell had done
nothing else this alene would have wade him one
of the greatest British radicals of all time. We
join eordinary people all over the world =lrugg-
ling for national liberalion and pocigl advance
in paying tribute to a great man,
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UNITED ACTION

AGAINST BRITISH COMPLICITY

Prime Minister Wilson has mada his pilgrimage to Washington. On
the day of his departure for discussions with war eriminal Mixon,
some 1000 demonstrators, according to press reports, organised
by the Vietnam Solidarity Committes and supporting organisa-
tions, marched to Downing Street in o lorchlight demonstration
o express opposition 1o Wilson's visit as a symbal of the British
Cuernment's complicity in the Vietnam war.

Since then the Junuary 28th magazine section of the Deily Mirror
has drummtically revesled the roots of British complicity in Viet-
narm. No one is now able to deny the sordid and direct role of Bri-
tish imperialism in the initial moves by Franch and American im-
perialism at the end of the second World War, to crueh the natio-
nal liberation strugele of the YVietnamese people.

The most recent revelations contained in the Fehruarv 8th issue
of The People. concerning British atrocities against Mulaysian pea-
sants similar to the Song My muassscre—which took place ahowr
iwenly wears apo—go further In uncovering Britain's real mle in
South East Asia and the years of British military interrention
agring! the colonial revolution, behind Wilson's Washington visit.

The publication of these facts by the capitalist press testifies 1o
the sensitivity of the British people to these questions. Recent
polls indicated that 6 out of 10 people in Britain had sympathy
with the Vietnamese vver the Americans in Vietnam. The figure
wik 5 out of 10 before the Song My revelations. With the expo-
sure of Britain's role the fgure should rise once again.

All this underlines the importance of the struggle being waged in
this country by anti-Vietnarm war forces against British complicity
in Yietnam

The Vietmam Solidarity Committes hag gated that i views its
Tanuary 23th demonstration s only the start of & continuing
campaign agsinst British complicity. A recent mesting of the Y50
projecied a mas demonstration and conference in-Apnl in con-
junction with expected Spring mobdlizations in the Uniced States.
The conference would deal with escalation of the war by the LS,
inta Laos and Thailand and with & detailed examination of the
scope of British complicity in the war, A compaign to make Viet-
nam 8 burning issue in the coming General Election campaign was
alwe projected, Anti-war actvists throughout the country would
be wrged to confront Wilson, members of his Cabinet, and the
Tory leadership at election meetings through leaflets, demonstra-
fions and questions sbout Botish complizity in Yieinam, The ¥5C
will alse participate in the commng 1-5 March Teade Union ¥iet-

narn Week being organized by a number of London offices of
irude vrions ond the London Conperative Society Political Com-
mittes,

The WEC is urging all anti-war and anti-imperialist organisations to
take part in thess campaigns,

Huowewer, nol all  organisations whe elaim o be defending the
Vietnemese Revolution share the W53 perspective of united ac-
bion against (ke Wilion Government™ comphsily o Vielnam,
Among these is the Socialist Labour Leapue. Although the SLL
broughl a strong contingent &5 the VEC Fanuary 25th demonstia-
tion, it remains owiside the V3O and continually attacks it in its
press, counterposing its trade union activity oo the united sctions
orginised by the VSO,

This excuse for refusing wo participate actively in united action is
mot very convincing. The V&€ haz alwavs realized the importance
of mobilising workers in the shops agaimst the Yielnam war, By
mohilizing student and worker youth in netiopal demonstrations,
the W&C has contributed to making Yietnam an issue on the shop
floor. Some time ago the ¥5C peblished a-pamphlel on Yietoam
and the trade unione and another on the compdieity of the Wilson
Guovernmen! which has besn circulated widely. Can anyone weri-

ously aay that the work of V3 conflicts with the SLL's stated
desire of raising Vietnam ot the faceory level? Has not the work of
W¥5C over the past four woars helped creala a climate in which
class-conscious milltants can compaign with their workmates on
the guestion of Vieinam? The SLL dizmiszal of the ¥5C a5 2
“middle-class protest movemnent™ and {ts reference Lo the “anti-
working-class"™ base of the VSC jusl doesa ring trie.

To be consistent the SLL would have (o deny the process in the
United States, where the opportunity for a link-up af the strugples
of the orpanized snti-Yietnam war movement and the struggles of
the workers- for example in major war industries like General
Eleciric—has been provided, at least in part, by six wears of bigper
and bigeer mas maohilizations by American youth mainly sto-
denis.

All in all, the case for the 5LL s continuing factional approsch to
i wnited anli-Vietnam war movement remains as weak asever. A
serious policy for defence of the Vietnamess Bevolution demonds
a change.

The Internaticnal Marxist Group will do all it can te build a wnited
campaign of setion against British complicity in Vietnam and ur-
ges all anti-Vietnam war forees—including the SLL-1o actively
support the compaign of the WaL.

SUPPORT THE TEACHERS
In its wsual cowardly and dishonorable way
Laboury (rovernment has decided to stand firm ag-
ainzt #he tesachers, This reflects o cyntgal cal=
eulation that they will be easier to defeat than
say ‘the posimen,

Az explained before in thia paper the struggle of
the teachers has extremely imporant social COTl=
sequences, It needs to be added that the defeat
of the teachers would be & wiectory for the whole

tha

incomes policy and & defeat for the labour move-=
ment, It would emeourage the Government to atand
up against other similar sectors and undereut the
developing militaney among public employees,

Comnitbees of support for the teachers should he
eatablizhed where ever posaihle; the trade wunion
defence commitvbess should aggressively  advecaite
the teachers' pause. Their atruggle is ours and
we cannot afford them to be defeated,




THE INCREASING

INEQUALITY

OF WOMEN Julian Atkinson

The 1970'z will be characterized by women' 8
militency and partiemlarly by atrugglesz to
implement equal pay demands. Already Bar-
bara Castle has shown how the equal pay de-
mand can be emasculated and turned back as a
weapon against the working class as a whole,
The abstract slogan of equal pay iz ne longer
sufficient;the demand has to be specifieally
gsitnated in a total strategy that radically
challenges not only the pay structure tut che
atructure of employment within eapital ismand
consequently capitalist education and train-
ing in its entirety.

The women¥s liberation struggle requires a
large amount of sociclogical and theoretical
analysis to enable the militants to evolve a
radical anti-capitalist strategy. A& weleome
addition to the literature on the women's
struggle is the ATTI working party report on
"Education, Training and Employment of Women
and Girls.* The following Arguments base
themselvee to & large extent on the facts
provided in that document,

Much of the debate on women's education has
been hampered by what seems to be anachron-
igtie references to the discredited faculty
peyehology: girls are better at sewing than
boys; boys are better at maths than girls;
or viee wversa, This type of approach does
not appear to be very mseful and therefore
I have not thought it necessary to rediess
the balance, but to continue with the  szme
methodolegy by combing through the literat-
ure to show areas where women are moré Cap-—
able than men. The working hypothesis will
be that men and women  have reughly the same
potentialities and capacities, Therefore
gross deviations from this norm are fung=
tions of societal pressures rather than
innate differences hetween the s=mes, This
hypothesis is useful evenif incerrect; it
has its thrust tewsrds changing societly,
which ean be altered, rather than & passive
reference to "unalterable” sexual character-
izties,

4

In considering the secondary education sys-
tem, it is emsily shown that the percentage
of paases at A and U level ia roughly the
same for boys and girls, The disparity oc-
cura when the distributionof candidates Tet-
ween subjects is considered, Arts subjects are
still theught to bhe the propeér study for
womankind .,

Table of 0 and A level passes (Statistics of
Education, 1967).

1956 1967

0 A L A
Mathematics
Baye 34,611 13,927 102,417 34,601
Girls 2,792 1,846 51,072 6,751
Physice
Boys 20,076 12,677 43,270 24,20%
Chemiatry
Boya 17,4097 10,136 33,037 16,623
Girls 3,910 1,828 10,0942 4,343

Theae figures show the extent the curriculaof
girls and consequently their job opportunities
are restrieted on the seientifie front. This
restriction becomes more oppressive for the
working clase girl., One fifth of the U level
physics entry are girla whereas only one-
fifteenth of the CSE (the exam for the '"non-
academic®) physics candidates are girls.

The dobbins report iried to deal with theprob-
lem of academic wastages, It identified as a
major component in this wastage, early leaving
from gehool, The majority of the early leavers
were working class amd it was working class
girle who suffered most severely. However, the
report saw a gradual reversal of this trend,
In 1967 the report estimated that 16,8% of boys
would remainat school until the age of 17 in
1967, This estimate was substantially correct
The percentage of girls was estimated at 12.6%,
Thiz underestimated the actual proportion of
girls staying on by 2% - an error of under-

estimation of nearly l6%, This Mexpansionist”
document underestimated the achievement girls




in all of its major predietions, Two poiots
have to be made: the report end the offieid
opinion it représents obviously was oot that
committed to achieving equality of performance
between bovs and girls; the inereasing perform-
ange of girls is good but these are almost ex-
clugively middle=clazs females and education
life szpan iz not automatically related to
oecupational statas,

Farther education iz a particularly import-=
ant avenoe of academic advancement for work-
ing clazs girls and haz a high cosrelation
to employment opportunity. And yet, in no
area of the edocation system are women at
such & disadvantage, This is not sorprising
aa further edusation is nearer to the crude
gexual discrimination of capitalist industry
than the artifieial "fairness™ of the zingle
sex grammar schools, The following table
from "Statisties of Edueation, 1967, illn=-
strates ithe extent of the problem,

Advanced courzea in

Further Education Men Women
Engineering 30, 260 B85
Building 11,555 30
Metal technology 23 00 20
Science 18,126 3,119
Soeial Adminiatration

and Business studies 46,133 b,129

The 1964 indusirial training act was to rem-
edy this imbalance; at least Lady Williams in
voked this rhetorie on several occasions .
Has it dome this? The first problem is that
very few statisties exist on this subject.
The Ministry of Labour's 1967 analysis of
occupations of workers in manufacturing ind-
uztries showed that significant improvements
had occurred in the training of women work-
ers, The 1968 ™Survey of Women Employment®
ghowed that on=-the-job training had been
received for only about one type of workin
gix by respondents of the survey, Only one

type of work in fifty invelved an apprenti-

eeahip. When the Industrial Training Boards
have made recommendations for training, they
have made ne reference to diserimination
against women, This is regarded as a matter
for aelf congratulation: "schemez are des-
igned Lo improve the guantity and quality of
training by types of employment buot not
by sax."

The day release sitmation iz deplorable, The
1964 report of the Hemniker-Heaton committes
showed that 24.4% of boys and 6,4% of girls
in employment under the age of 18 got day
releaze in 1950-60, By 1968 the figures were
36,7 and 9.2% respectively. The relative
proportions have not changed. Amalysis of
those industries with a large femsle work
force is wery disturbing. In textiles, the
proportion of women under 18 with day release
i= 2.4% in elothing and footwear, 2,4%, and
in distribution 2%, This final figore repre-
sents a drop since 1959 of 5%,

The =ituation in edueation and training shows
overall s minute amelioration but it is still
g vast distance awdy from parity., It ie job
atrugture, however, which i= erucial, Very
important evidence comes from the DEP's Man-
power Studies No, 6: ™0ccupaiional Change
1951-61," The propertion of women preprietors,
managers, administrators and executives fell
from 19.4% to 18.6%; in higher and profess—
ional ftechnical occupations from 33.9% to
31,1%: in lower prﬂefessinnalfteuhuiualfrnm
WO, 4% to 43.2% and in skilled manual workers
from 15.5% to 13.9%. The percentage of women
in semi-zskilled and uneskilled manual work
rosge from 40.% to 41 and from 28,7 to 32.7
reapectively, (wver this period the trend has
been for the proportion of women inm skilled
work to drop and for the proportion in
unskilled work to rrow, Unskilled work, most
partienlarly office work where the percent-
age of women rose from 55.7% to 60.1%, is
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exceplionally sensitive to redundancy [low-
ing from increased aulomation. The Ministry
of Labour "Computera in O0ffices™ gives fip-
ures that allow cne to prediet that hy 1974
there will be subatantial inroads inte the
total number of office jobs nationally avail-
able, It would not be execessively alarmist
to point out that these tendencies could
lead to  sections of women workers becoming
*unemplovable,™

Thiz growing discrimination against WOmen,
on one level of rationality does nol make
sense for capitalism; "Status of Women in
Sweden 1968" caleulates that the Swedish
national income would be increased by 25% by
utilising the wunused labour peotential of
women, and by 50% if sex diserimination were
abolished. The inevitable irratiomalities
capitalist production rejects the logicof
planned and full usge of labour as surely as

PRAISE FOR THE
GRAVEDIGGER
OF REVOLUTIONS

N Dan, the official Morth Vietnamess government newspaper,
carried a front-page editorial on 22 December commemorating
the ninetieth anniversary of the birth of Stalin, According to a re-
port in the December 23 Washinglon Post, the Vietnamese de-
seribed the Late dictator as Van eminent Marxist-Leninist theoseti-
cian, great leader of the Soviet Union and the world Commurnis!
mevemEnl ™,

The Mban Dar editorial reportedly said thar Stalin wes Lenin's
“llisciple, comrade-in-arma and successor™ and that he “waged an
unremitling struggle to praserve the purity of Markism-Leninism
and develop its oreative power”” while opposing “opporiunism un-
dar all forma™.

Mhart Dan wrged the “entire Vielnamese party, army and people”
Lo Learn from Stalins "revolutionary spirit”,

Even Pravcla, in itz December 21 editerial on Stalin’s birth, inclu-
ded criticism of his “unjustified reprosion™ of the Soviel people,
although the Sovier CF paper painted o more favourable picture
of Stalin than af any e since the Krushehow revelutions in
1956,

It can hurdly be supposed thal the North Vietnamese leaders are
unaware of the truth shear Stalin. Lenin, rather than regarding
hirn s his “disciple. comrade-in-arms, and succesor™, demanded
that the party remeve Stalin as geaerl secretary. After Lenin's

b

they reject the full mnd social use of the
fruits of that labour,

But reformiat utopiaa hove to be avoided for
reagond other than their nen-validity, It is
totally impermigsable for Marxists to lead a
atruggle for the rightof all women to bhe ex-
ploited egually with men workers, The strug-
gle isn againat exploitation as such, And that
is where wao break with Fabian schemes to get
housewives imto facteries., The slogan!'ligual
Fay, Nowi"™ has a A{ransitional nature, but
we pust also point out to the vangoard women
militante thatit is primarily equal pay that
iz eutting back the proportion of skilled
wiaten workerz, (iven the ohoice between
emploving ai egual pay, & man o & WOmAnD,
capitalism takes the male worker, better train-
ing and equal pay for women must be fought
for, but wwmen's equality lies outside the
graap of reformist politica,

deatls, Stalin bocame the spokesman for the privileped burcaucra-
tic caste thal suppressed every expression of proletarian demo-
eracy In the Soviet Union and murdered virtuatly all of Lenin's
closesi collaborators.

Instead of opposing “opportinism under all forms™, it was Stalin
whn made “pesceful coexistence”™ with imperialism a centrul
tened of the Communist International in place of Lenin's policy
al advancing revelutionary strugples.

The Vietnamese people have had bitter experences with Salin-
s Adrer World War 11, when the French soupht fo reoccupy
IndoChina and erush the sew Viet Minh regime, the French Com-
munist Party—then, os now, one of the most servilely pro-Moscow
CPsn the world—supported the de Gaulle regime against the
Yietnamese,

The French CF was, in fact, in the governmeni, and in March
1947 all the Comomunist cabinet ministers voted to support the
military expedition. Mawrice Thorez, then head of the Comau-
nisi Party and a vice-premier, persenally sipned the military or-
ders. L Humanite, the French CF newspapear, althowgh it formally
cafled for negotistions with Ho Chi Minh's government , declared
in the July 24, 1946 issuee, thal it did not wish to see France re-
duced to Mirs own small merropolitan fermitory ..

“Are we, " [ Humanire added, “after hoving lost Syria and Leba-
non vesterday, to lose IndoChing tomorrow, north Africa the day
after?”

In 1954 after the French had been decisively defeated at Dicn-
bienphu, Stalin's immediaie wccesors and their Chinese counter-
parts insisted that the victorious Yiet Minh accept the cxtremely
dispdvantapeous terms proposed by the French and their Ameri
can allles: that the Wiee Minh withdraw north ot the seventeenth
parallel uxd o the south over to the French puppet emperor
Ban Dai, thus sciting the stage for the present American inferven-
Fiony im support of an “independent” South Vietnamess regime.

Tillman Durdin, wiiting from Geneva in the Jubye 24, 15954 Alewe
¥ork Times, snid: “Evidence has aceumulated here that Vier Binh
leaders are nnt entirely happy shout the peace settlement tor



Vietnam. A number of members of the Vietnam delegation have
declared openly that pressure from Chinese Communist Premier

Chou En Lai and Soviet Minister Yyacheslay M. Molotov [to this
day a dic-hard defender of Stalin's record| forced their regime to
accept less than it ghtly should have obtuined here.”

It mmust be recognised, of course, that the Vietnamese leaders are
under heavy pressure from both Moscow and Peking, which con-
trok the major sewrces of arms for the freedom fighters in South
Viztnam. Neither of the hureaucratic giants would hesitale for
moment to cut off even the small flow of aid they have granted

the Vietnamess if political concessions were not fostheoming.

The fact that the Hanod leweders feel it necessary 10 pay such
Blackmuil {or 1o hail Stalin for reasons of their own) does not les-
sen the duty of revolutionists throughout the world o actively
demuonstrate their solidarity with the Vietnamese revolution and
10 do everything within their power 1o force the United States wo
withdraw all its troops at once from Vietnam.

At the same time, it must be stated that putting Stalin in a place
of honour injures the Vietnamess revalution. Stalinisn has accur-
ately been described as the syphilis of the labour movement. Mil-
lioas of peopls who are opposed 1o what ULS. imperialiam is do-
ing in Vietnam can become uncertain and even maore accessible 10
inperialist propaganda if Hanoi fails to recognise where Stalin
stunds in informed public opinion internationally today.

Ali El-Fezzani
Libya discussion

Tessa van Gelderen's eriticism of the first of my articles published
in the Jnterarional is what one would expect from a text-book
Marxist. But revolulions are not made io measure, under labora-
tory conditions. They take place in the real world we live in. lor
do they always wail for the historical processes to complete them-
selves (vanguard party, classconscious proletarial, soviet, Bha)
We have, surety, had many revolutions since 1917 which have not
gone through the prescribed formulas—deformed revalutions,
true, but recognisable revolutions nonetheless. Bocause imperia-
ismm has diztorted the sconomies of the colonial world and presen-
ted their full development, we must expect the advance 1o socia-
lism of these countries (o be painful and long, with many divers
ions. This is one of the prices we have to pay for Stolin’s destruc-
fign of the Third Intemational which Lenin and Trotsky sw
functioning as the general stafl of the woarld revolution and our
faflure to build a Foorth International of sufficient strength and
attractive power to influence events decisively.

Tesss argues for “workers’ control™, Control of what and by
whom? Does she know anything at all of the Libyan economy?
Apart from oil there are practically no indigenous industries and
na proletariat in the Marxist sense of the word. The wrorkers i
the oil fields are itinerant workers, nomads only vesterday, scat-
tered over vasl distances in the arid deserts of Cyrenaica, Unril
ihe advent of the September Revolution even the most primitive
form of trade union orpanisation was unknown fo them.

Mutiomalisation of cil? As T point outin my artiche in the Decem-
her fssue. the forsign-ownad oil-tields constitute 8 permanent

threst to the revolution. This is A.B.C. But the exploitation of
the oil fields require o very highly trained technical personnel.
Where are the Libyan geologists, engineers, sceauntants, oic,

who can run it suceessfiully? For historical reasons they simply
dnn’t cxist. Nearly 905 of the noa-school-age population are illil-
srate. The gap can be partially filled by the more highly devel-
oped Arab lands, such as Emvpl, Syria, Irag and Palestine, bul
thess countries mlso have still 1o face up to the problem of nation-
alisation,

Tessa complaing that the Revolutionary Command Council has
“no perspective for the bullding of the revoluticnary party ar for
setting up soviets...” What kind of utopian world does she live in?
The ROC are, for the most part. peity-bourgenis revolu livnaries
and Arabh notionalists, not Marxizts. The course of events may m-
pel them in thal direction—as huppened in Cuba afier Castro's
seizure of power—but this is not the most likely variant. It is for
the handfal of Marxists in Libya (ard they are, literally, only a
handful) to commence this task together with their co-thinkers in
the other Arab lands ond miernationally.

When discassing the Middle Bast it ia important to bear in mind
that to sorne extent the existence of the Palestne siouation ia dis-
torting the picture, The straggle apainst Lionism has progresive
and reacticnary features. 1t is progressive hecause it actsas the
catalyst of the Arab revolution, but it is reactionary because it
pnables the Wasserist wid Baathist leaderships to divert the masses
from the struggle for socialin and Lo concentrate on the purely
natioriatist aspect of the revalution, The new Libian regime has
given impetus 1o the antl-Zionist struggle, but it & giving it sup-
port to the petty-bourgenis dominated Al-Fatah rather than the
left-wing Democratic Popular Front for the Liberation of Pates-
tine, It is for the Mangists in the Arab lands as well as internatio-
wally, to hammer away &t the thesis that the national struggle can
only be finally victorious when il merges with the strugge for
socialism.

Tessa is also wrong when she joins the bourgeos press and dis-
misses the events of September | as simply o mililary coup,
Enough is now known of the personal histories of the members
of the BOC {0 establish the fact that they were o growp of yowng,
dedicated Arsb nacionalists (with one or two socializiz amoag
them), who deliberately joined the army with the expres purposs
of using it as an ingtrument for the seizure of power (no officer
shove the ronk of captain was involved in the sefzure, and the
leaders nearly all come from poor peasant families). The old reg-
ime was always wary of the armied forces and depended for its
security on the police, secret police, #le, who were much more
heavily armed than the milicary.

The immediate tosk of revolutionary socialists in Libya is (o sork
ot 3 ransitional progromme which wall advance the revolotion te
0 higher stape. Tt must raise the guestion of organs of popular con-
trol. What form these will talke is for the Lilwan people them-
selvey to davids. That it will assume the form of soviets in the tra-
ditional sense of the term is highly unlikely. Soviets huve only
vome inta being in countries where the working class had a his-
tory of orpanisation and straggle (Russia, Germany, Hungary ). As
a first atep they might demand the creation of elected pogular
commitices to ensure that the Government's decrees ubhout rent
and price control are cffectively carried out. The newly Jegalised
trade unions must be activated and fransformed inte organs of
strugple, especially in the od ficlds,

Thiz 18 the realistic, Marxist approach-to the Libyan Eevolution.
We must show an understanding of what is and not expect the
application of the whale of our programme, immediately, under
conditions which make this impussible.



1.

Six months after the coup d'etat that overthrewr Ahmed Ben
Bella, the Eighth World Congress of the Fourth Inlemational,
meeting December 1963, analyied the situstion in Algeria in &

resofution, "Progress and Problems of the Aftican Revolution.”
This analysis singled out the following aspects n the development
of the Algerian revolution from 1954 1o 1955

1} Before independence, the Algerian revolution took the form of
g decp-going mobilisation of the mases. The political instrument
of the revolution, the FLM, took form as g politically ill-defined
multi-ciuss fromt.

2) Following independence, the FLN literally berst into frag-
ments at the time of the crisis in the summer of 1962, which dev-
eloped along very unclear lines.

3) A new stage characterised by a dynamic of growing over inlo
socialiam opened with the exodus of the French colonists. The
risging curve in the revolution reached it highest point with the
March 1963 decrees and continued up fo the cxpropriation mess-
ures in October of the same year. Obsarving this process, the Uni-
ted Secretarial of the Fourth [nternational took note of the fact
thit a workers' and peasants” government had been established i
Algeria. At that time the process had already slowed and & pause
had s=t in,

41 Algerian society remained marked by the coexistence and con-
flict of different and antagonistic forces and sectors, A significani
Algerian privale capitalist secior continued 1o exist, including in
the countryside, as well a5 a powerful foreign capitalist sector
{oil and gas). Furthermaore, imperialist aid continued to be impor-
tant and Algeria remained dependent on the franc zone. An ad-
munistrative, economic and military state bureaucracy developed
which enjoyed a privileged shars of the national income.

3} The coup d'etat of 19 June, 1965, was the outcome of ihe de-
terioration in the situation which Ben Bellu could no longer fore-
siall, The coup d’etal was supported by the moat well-knowm rep-
resentatives of the state and army bureaucracy, s result was 1o
cncourage those forces maost hostile Lo 2 socialist conclesion 1o
the Algerian quastion,

In adopting these conclusions, the World Congress, however, lefi
discussion open on the Algerian question.

1.
Immiediately after 19 June, 1965, two factors favoured a tempor-
ary migunderstanding of the natwre of the coup d'etat ond some
hesitation smong the revolutionary vanguard in designating the
characier of the Boumediznne regime;

a) The fact that the coup climinated only o relabvely small num-
ber of figures, while a whole series of ministers in the Ben Bella
povernment joined Boumediennes “Council of the Revolution™.
b} The support which the Chinese leadership gave to the Boume-
dienne regime in the weeks following the coup and which was
maotivated by considerations of a factional nature linked to the
way in which Ben Bella and his team had been preparing the
Afro-Asian confersnce,

Tuday these factors are mo longer operative. The nature of the
Boumedienne government became clear to the revolutionary ven-
puard when Boumedienne adopted o completely different orenta-
tioa Friom that of the Ben Balla povernment.

Other changes should be noted. Moscowr and not Peking is making
conciliatory moves towsards the regime, accompanying this with
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an attempl on the ideological level (o paint up the Boumedienne
regime as “‘anli-imperialist”™. This line is being followed by the
PAGS [Parti de " Avant-Garde Socialiste, formerly ORP {Organis-
ation de la Resistance Populaire) founded after June 12] in which
former members of the Algerian Communist Party are active. In
addition, after the Algedan leaders asumed verbal “leflist™ posi-
tions in the Isracli-Arab conflict, Fidel Castro, who had very
severely condemned the suthors of the coup d'etal, wenl back on
his condemnation, doing this in the form of self-criticizm.

In vicwr of possible confusion from these sources, it is necesaary
to reaffirm the position of the revolutionary Markisls on the pres-
ent regime in Algeria without any ambigoities.

The June [9 coup d'etat marked the deatruction of the workees’
ord peasands’ governroend, The molecular changes for the wotse
that had been accumulating both in the consciousness of the
various elasses und in the povernment personnel and organisation
had ended in a qualitative change, Hawing seized power with rela-
tive ense, owing to the previous deterioration in the sitwation,
Boumedienne and his army had little trouble in putting down the
ppposition. The new power represented o resctionary resolution
of the contradiction that had existed between the capitalist state
and the workers' and peasants’ govemment with ils socialist orien-

In the following period extending from 1965 (o the end of 1967,
there was an increasing drift to the right although centres of resis-
tinge still remained. At the end of 1967, a second period opened,
which continues to the present, with the rise of Kaid Achmed
(former Commander Slimane) to the second highest polilical post
in the country, to the position of head of the “pariy™.

In this shift, a dual phenomenon should be noted:

#) The development of a state capitalist sector in' the economy in
close comosis with impecial interests,

B) The steady loas of momentum by the UGTA trade-union appa-
ratus, This apparaius thought it could maintein its independence
and serve as a centre for a new mobilisation of the masses by limi-
bing itself in the interval (oo defensive struggle (o presecve self-
management, if not to a purely cconomic siruggle,

The attempied counter coup d'etal of El Affroun, led by Tahar
Zhiri in December 1967 and supported by g section of the trads
union mdlitants, was a desperate attempt to reverss the trend to
the oght. The mases did nod intervens in any way.

I,

[he emential feature in the changes which bave occurred in the
Alperian coonomic structure has been the sirengthening of the
“mixed” (slate capatalizm and forzign capital) fuels sector of the
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Alperian economy. This is the main sector of the economy from
the sandpoint of export and has undergone constant expansion
(39.7 million tons prodeced in 1967 as against 26.1 million in
1964). The fuels sector is dominated by Sonatrach [Societe Nat-
ional de Transport &1 de Commercialisation de Hydrocarbures], a
state company created originally to manage the third Hassi
Messuoud-Arzew pipeline completed in 1966 but which has deve-
loped into one of the principal petroleam producers. The activi-
ties af Sonntrach, which is aided by American and Soviel exparts
and collaborates closely with foreign interests, have expanded to
such o degres that this enterprise constitutes a veritable state
within a state. The basis for the collaboration between imperial-
isrn and the state sector is still the 1965 vil agreement concluded
shortly after the June 19 coup d'etat and ratified in the French
parliament by a UNR-PCF majority. Alperian state capitalism has
been collaborating with imperialism without any major conflicts,
The “nationalisation" of the American ofl companies distributicn
network in September 1967 was, m appearance, an antiimperial-
fst measure in response (0 the Isrseli apgression. In reality it was a
purchase agreed to by the companies involved. The same was true
of the purchase of the other distribution centres in May 1968,
While collaborating with imperialism, the state sector seeks 1o as-
gure its control over the transfer of ¢urrency and to impose its
conditions with regard to export prices, These are minor conflicts
in which the primary objective is “getting into position™ for the
renewal of the 1965 agreement in 1969,

It must be added that the Algerian left forces have never advanced
specific demands for this sector, limiting themselves to decluring
that nationalisation of mineral and energy resources was a “long-
berm goal” (1964 Algiers Charter).

As agninst the constant expansion of this sector, the modest self-
managed industrial sector, composed i general of ald plants, is
stepdily loging momentum. Its social weight is minimal, The wor-
kers in this section are calculated at less than 15,000 (6% of the
Alperian working clasa). Moseowver, the new investmend code
freezea the limit of development of this sector. Tt guaranteea that
there will be no nationalisation of the forcign capifal invesied in
Algeria for ten years time and afier that it can be nationalised
only with payment of 100%: compensation.

The nationalisition of French plants in June 1968, planned by
American and Swiss “experts™, was carried out according to this
scheme. These plants were turned over to state companies that
were oot self-muanagad, Scme of them were proviously selt-
managed piants returned to their former owners (Norcolor). In
odher cases, the "nationalization-purchase” wos made long after
these concerns had broaght the enterprises in the self-managed
industrial sector to their knees (il works, soap factories).

Parallel to the industrial sector, peasant self-management has hud
to struggle constantly against sabotoge by the authoritics com-
hined with difficulties an the French wine market (wine import
fubOEas).

As for the “sgrariun reform™, adopted in 1966 but lefl unimple-
mentad, it itsalf ia nothing but a coricature of the reform drown
up under the Ben Bella government. Matching the appetites of the
state buresucracy, it is limited to an area producing 8 net anoual
income equal to the state payrall.

V.

In Algeria the bourgeoisic was exceptionally weak both socialty
and politically. It lacked the capacity to meet the revolution
head-on at this stage. The immediate source, therefore, of the
counter-revolutionary initiatives was the state bureaucracy.

In order to undesstand the reazons for the behaviour of this new
buresucragy, we must examine the elements making it up, ite
intemational context, and the international social forees on which
it hises gl

We can define three layers in the Algerian state buresucracy.
These layers are hased on the social interests they have reprasen-
ted in post-1962 Algeria, independently of the social orgins of
the bureaucrats themselves. According fo this criterion, a bureau-
crat may drift imperceptibdy from one stratum to another.

1) A layer that made it poasible to maintain a “well functioning”
state apparatus between the ceose-fire and the formation of the
first Ben Bella government. [t is composed of a certain number of
functionaries, who were former ar recent collaborators of the col-
onial regime, coming from the famous “Lacoste promotion”. Itis
made up bath of Algerians and reformed and cooperative Fieds.
Moirs. This stratum is the mast faithfol supporter of the leaders
who want to maintain a state of the bourgenis type, By its inertia
and ils ssbotage of revalutionary measures, this layer plays an im-
portant braking rofe, It hides behind the mazk of “technical com-
petence” in order to maintuin itself, Bul it is being subjected to
crilicism by the most conscious cadres, who demand that it be
purged. The continually-promised removal of this stumbling
hlock iz always indefinitely postpoozd. This stratwm takes advan-
tapge of the delay to consalidate its privileges and it exercises a per-
nicious influgnce on the opportunistic nationaliat cadres who are
dipping into reactionary positions,

1 The national bourgeoisic was extensively represented m the
first Ben Bella government, These cadres based themselves in the
slate apparatus on @ burzaucratic layer of high functionaries (cab-
inct members, prefects) whose actions then and since hove bean
guided by the same closs interests. M. Khider, the secretary of the
FLM, worked in the party apparatus to consolidate the power of
thiese strata, if not for a seizure of power by them. Reprasanta-
tives of this layer were to be found in the succesive Ben Bella
governments. A fow were unmasked, but these bourgeois burcau-
cruts remained throughout the machinery of state, Certain bour-
genis technocrats remuin alse in the Boumedienne govarnment.

3] The third layer in the state buresucracy, and the most numer-
ous, Formed a3 3 bureaveratic layer in the FLN administrative
apparatus during the war. It emerged from the agrarian and urban
peliy-bourgeoisic which flocked to the FLN and the ALN. This
lnyer rultied first 1o Ben Bella and then to Boumedienne. 1t in-
cludes the majority of the army and men in the ministries whose
opposition o the Tune 1968 “nationalisations™ fends to show
that some of them, too, have slipped into the first group, The
vast majority of the intermediatedevel functionaries in the mini-
stries and the local administrations have come from different
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strats of the petty bourgeoisie—amall and middle tradesmen, mid-
die peasants, petty functionaries of the colonial er. The ANP of-
ficers are almost entirely representatives of the petty bourgeoisiz.

A pard of this strata came from the working clas in the cities or
in emigration. Fomer working-class cadres in the MTLD and for-
e CGT or DGTA unionists have rsen (0 postions of responsi-
bility in the state appamtus. Boumaza, Alia Yshia, and Zerdani
represented this element. Bul in the context of the alliance that
the peity bourgeoisie has concluded with the national bourgeoi-
sig, this layer of the working-clozs bureaucracy  which s rather
wezk, has vacillated between the govermment and the masses to
the extent that il expenences the political pressure of the mases
This layer will never be capable {with very rare exceptions) of
conducting & prodetarian policy. Tt & being tofally rooted out of
the state apparatus.

The most charactersstic feature of this state burcaueracy is ita
heteropeneity . Representatives of the netional bourgeoiste arz
found side by side with representatives of the working class, in
the seme ministedal and government commissions, m the Political
Burcau.

The guestion which arises continually for sach of thess sirata is,
whiom to serve. Such a heterogeneous bureaucracy bacomes con-
seitus of ity social role only through copstant confrontation with
the social forces and classes which it claims to senve a5 o wihols,
This iz why since 1962 all government bodies kave been torn by
clbque in-fighting and struggles over imnisdiate intorosts.

The presures of imperialism on this buresscracy must not be
overlooked, French imperialism has Brought pressure to bear
through economic cooperntion, continuation of the Bvian ag-.
cords, and the 1965 hydrocirbon agreaments; British imperialism
throuph mixed compunies, Amencan imperialism has exercized
presure through itz not Inconsiderable economic sid. And West
German imperinlism as wedl a5 others hove been present, Mo kess
important is the considerable economic aid provided by the bu-
eaucTicies of the workers' siales—the USSR, China, and Yugo-
slavia heading the list. Far from being provided in accordance
with the principles proclaimed by Che Guevara ot the Algiers
Afro-Agian Economic Seminar, this sid has been aceompanied by
declarations favourable fo the regimes in power and in the st
pnalysis has favoured stabilisation of the state structures und the
status quo, The sme effect was produced by the ideclogical de-
fault of the former PCA (eapecially in the newspaper Aiger Re-
publiceind and Later, after Harbi®s arrest, of the ORP-PAGS (spec-
ulation on conflicts in the government teems even today )} assuming
that a “socialist state™ or a “noncapitalist road” had been
achieved or was in the process of being achieved.

Enmeshed in this international context, the state burcancrabic
gtruetisres have become olled with the reactionary social forces.,

R

The general political resolution of the Second Congress of the
UGTA in 1965 listed tha “burcaucoatic kayer being formed”
antong the “forces of counter-revolution™ wlongside the feudalists
and explodtive hourgeoisie,

But the Cumesianc leasdership of the UGTA, elected at the Sec-
ond Congress, timidly avoided drawing the necessary conclusions
from this analyss, It tried to counter the dismantling of salf-
management by a defensive struggle, saeking support in the gov-
ernment, (15 paper has been repeatedly prevenied from coming
out {May 1966, December 1967, and up to the present )

In Algeria toduy, the waorkers® right to determine the rules under
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which their unions function, to elect their representatives freely,
i formulate their programome without intedference from the
puthorities, and te decide their actions it complete independence
—that iz, the four necessary criteriz of trade union independence
from the state apparstus- have been deprived of all semhblance af
reality.

V1,
At the present time, despite Cherdf Belkacem and then Kaid
Ahmeds “reorganisation”™, the “FLN party™ is still non-existant.

But om the side af the opposition organisations, the picture is not
a Teasuring onsg,

2} The “CNDR" orex-"PRE™ [Conseil National de la Defense de
la Bevolution, and Parti de la Bevolution Sociafiste] was newer
able to develop after its initin “Menshevik-lype” pasitions con-
demning the Ben Bella's revolutionary measurea as “premature™.

b) The “PAGS™ or ex-“0ORP" [Parti de I"Avant-Garde Socialiste,
and Organisation de Resistunce Populuire] bacame nothing but a
vehicle of the Kremlin's foreign policy, ander Alleg's lendership
after Mohammed Harbi and Sshousne were arrested. This was
shown by iis tarn on January 26, 1966, toward the formation of
& broad “people’s democratic” front demanding even the refeas:
of Ait Ahmed, who was imprisoned ot that time, and proposing a
front with the FFS. It has no mass base.

¢) Alt Ahmed's “FF5" and Mohamed Labjaoui's “OCRA™ [Front
des Forces Soctalistes, and Orpanisation Clandestine de Ta Fesis-
tance Algericnne] represent Mactons in the hourgeods and petiy-
bourgeois wing of the old apparaluses,

d} The *'Rassemblement Unitaine des Revolutionnaires™ (RUR},
which was bom af gplits from the ex-ORP and the OCEA, repre-
wemls, from the standpoint of its programme and its analyses, the
tendency closest o revolutionary socialism. s base in Alperda,
howewer, i3 as limited as that of the other movenents.

VI,

1) In this context the fundamental strategic task remains the or-
ganizstion of a revolutionary Marxist vanguard and the subae-
quent formation of a party of the urban and rural workers which
would strupgle for the overthrow of the Boumedienne regime and
the establisghment of & government of the worker and peasant
masses,

2} Inseparably bound up with this task is the necessity of strug.
gling to revitalise the trade unjon movement and gain its complate
independence from the sate.

3} This struggle can only be saged through and parallel 10 a reviv-
al of the mass movement. And tha mass movement can be nevived
only through struggle for:

a) Stimulation of the non-capitalist sector of the cconomy by
puitting the entire nationalised industul sector wnder self-manage-
ment md giving priority to this sector as regards fiscal advantagas
and the development of trade relations, etc.

b} The establishment of 2 monopaly of foreign trade and the in-
troduction of mandatory national planning to avert strangulation
of the self-managed sector,

£) Matiomalisation of the petroleum-producing enterprizes balomg-
ing to all the imperalist countries involved in the June 1967 ag-
gression agaimst the Arab revolution, und the establishment of
workers” gontrol exercised jointly by reprosentatives of the wil
waorkera and the socialist industrial sector over Sonatrach and the

other ol coenpanies,




d} Abrogation of the pseudo-agrarian peform of 1966 and imple-
mentation of a rudicol sgracion reform by means of expropriation
al the large landowners and sewera limitations on the right to hold
property in lund, The stacting comsideration must be thal it is of
courss incorrect to call only for the restriction of lange and mid-
dle lund-vwnership independent of seeking the maost prioductive
use of the land, But it is not correct either to envisage agrarian re-
form as an altempt to pat the most lind possble under cultiva-
tion acearding to ahstract critena of economic effickncy. inde-
pendent of social relotionships.

e] Amendment of the 1966 law on municipal government for a
new definition of municipal boundarices puaraniecing that the
municipalities will be economic units and eliminating interference
by the FLN apparatus:

I Defence of the revolution by the creation of workers® and
peasants” militia bused on the big farms, the big factories, and the
municipalities.

gl Benovation end purging of the state opporaius, the creation of
argans of people’s power, and promotion of equalitarisn tenden-
cied in the struggle apainst bureaveratic privileges. Revival of the
strugple For democrmiie demonds--smuoncipation of women, the
struggle to keep Lslam out of public aftairs, the strupsle against
illiteracy and for education, the struggle spainst regional particu-
larism.

4) Particular importince must be accorded Lo work amony the
Alperian workers in Europe as well as work for the release of all
the indemed militanis, especially Ben Bella, Ben Allah, Zahowane,
Harhi, and Hadj Ali.

VL.

Today the Trotskyist movement & unanimous in ils sssessment of
the current situation in Algeria, After the June 19 coup d'etal,
however, the limited extent of the change in the gorernment
miake-up bed some militants to ask whether the character of this
coup had not been exaggerated; since, after all, it did not exceed
the dimensions of a palace revolution. Subsequently the majority
agreed that the coup was the qualitative expression of 2 molecular
deterioralion which had occurred in the last period of President
Ben Bella's regime. But in view of the mpidity with which the
state bureaucracy accentusted iis vight turn, a second question
arose: Dd the Trotskyist movement exogeerite the sdvances of
the Algerian revolution in February | %64 when it characterised
the Ben Bella poveroment as o workers' and peagonis’ goveris
ment? This is the question that must be answered now.

There is no reason to minimise the real advances that marked the
devalopment of the Algerian revobution during the first years
after independence. Real anti-mperialist and anti-capitalist ac-
tions were faken by the Ben Bello government and, more pracise-
Iy, the limited toam around Ben Bella, which in important in-
atances went heyond the institwtional framewaork, legalising the
congquests of the masses by decrees.

[1 15, honaever, likewise necessary 1o lake inte gecount the face
that the masses in movement who won self-manapemeont were the
permanent workers on the large eslales thad later became selfl-
managed farma; thar is, the agricuitural prodetaciat in the troe
gense of the word, After the swimer o 192, this agricultoral
prodetaal was the only sctor of the masses in motion, This was
the sucial base of the Ben Bella team. Lis relative naroowness con-
atituted a moat serious weakness, The masses of pooi peasants
could have offered a bronder social base, but they were aloanised
during the crises of the summer of 1962, They could hive been
mobilised through immediate implementation of a radical agrarian
reform, But the Ben Bella teamn did not do this,

The Fourth Tnternational did aot correctly estimate the naroe-
ness of the social base on which the Ben Balla team rested and
therefore failed 1o 22e the major difference botween the situation
in Alperia and the situation which l=d fo the sstablishment of a
workers' state in Cuba less than two years after the Castroist team
took powar,

In this situation, a revolutionary leademship possessing an ade-
quate nstrument, o revalutionary party, could still hawe mobi-
lised the peasant masses. But in Algerin, the FLN was never a
“party" in the class sense, Morecver, it no longer existed after

| 958, except a5 an organisation in the fedemtion of France and
as a povernment in the GPREA, For all other purposes if had abdi-
caled in Bvour of the ALN.

In its early stages, the Algerian freedom strupgele had served as an
inspating exarmple throughowt the colanial world. The Cubans, os-
pecially, were influenced by it. After the viclory of the Cuban
revolution and the establishment first of a workers and peasunis
powornment and then a workers state in Cuba, this reciprocal in-
Muence contimeed, with Cuby now becoming an example for the
Algeriuns, It was legitimate in Algeria to hold up the example of
Cuba and to strugels for o simlar citcome.

Howewver, the dynamics of the Algerian revolubion was determined
by important ditferences from the developments that led to the
catablishment of the Cuban workers’ state. French imperialiam
had drawn a lesson from the viciory ol the Calan revaluioon; it
followed u different course from the one taken by US imperialism
eoward Castro, The mass mobilisations were muoch maore limited
in Algeria than in Cuba. The Ben Beila team was of much loweer
reveutinnary political stature than the Castro-Guevara Learm in
Cuba. [t failed especiully to smash all surviving elements of the
bourgenis army —which in Cuba were smashed vpon Caslo’s en-
tering Havana. Instead, in accordance with one of the main pro-
visions of the Bvian agreement, Ban Bella allowed these elements
to be integrated into the ALM. In view of thease differences,

which becaime evident in the course of the struggle, i1 wos a oiis-
fuke (o expect an outcome analogous fo the ooe in Cuba,

This #rror in estimale wos mads worse by a wrong assessment of
the nature of the ALM. especially after the application of the
Evian agreement, and by the conception, maintained primarily by
the Patdo fendency, that io the concrete Algerion situation of
196263 the army could play the role of the party. The grave con-
sequences of the delay i organizng an Algerian revolutionary
vanguard were seriously underestimated.

The Pablo tendency, whiclh was in charge of the work in Alpetia
anvd which alse condrolled the journal of the French section of the
Fourth International for ot least two years, tended to develop ita
own indepoendent line. It advanced confused and incorrect form-
ulaz with repard to the Alperian state, calling it an “anti-capdlalist
stale’ or “semi-workers' stute™. It did oot grasp the contradiction
between the workers” and pessants” government and the hourgends
character of the state spparatus, I therefore assigned to mass
mibdlisutions essentiully the role of supporting the Ben Bella ten-
deney and carrying oul the programeme of the FLM, failing (o ap-
precirte that it was crucial tor the urban and roral proletariac and
poot peasantey oo set up independent organs of power, and cling
ing L the utopian and non-Marxist concept of the possibility of 2
pradual change in the nature of the srate.

From this, various conszquences tollowed such ga minimiging cer-
tain serious events; for example, the ganpster-like altack commii-
ted by the Khider apparatus at the UGTA congress, which was
explained away by calling the UGTA leaders “left Mensheviks™.
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The Pablo tendency eventually split from the Fourth Internatio-
nal.

L L] L

The Eourth International never used the category of workers” and
peasants’ government in the Algerian context as a synonym for u
dictatorship of the proletariat. The state structure was always
correctly analysed as bourgeods.

But although the International correctly applied the lﬂ:igﬂﬂtlﬂl?
of workers' ond peasants’ government (o the Ben Betla regime, 1t
did not sufficiently stress the iImperious necesiity of eatsblishing
independent argans of pulitical power by the urban and rural
profetariat. Such bodies, moreover, would have been the best in-
struments for & general mobilisation of the masses and the sole
means for making the process of permanent revilution irrevers-

ible,

A concomitant error was committed in May 1964 when the Inter-
mittional Executive Committes st the task for the revolutionary
Marxists of collaborating in the formation of a revolutionary
gocialist left “led by the FLN™ (the EC resolution, “The Inter-
naticnal Situation and the Tasks of the Revolutionary Marxists,”
Quatrieme dnsernationale, July 1964) inglead of stressing the
need to work among the ranks first to create a revolutionary Mar-
wist organisation linked to the Algerian masses.

Workers Control
of Trade Unions!

Before the concept of workers' contool of industry can be dis-
cuszad seriously, it 5 necessary to discuss the undemocratic char-
ncter of the Trade Unions, Although the Trade Unions are more
democratic than any other form of organisation in capitalist soc-
iely, they are nevertheless far from the situation where the work-
ing class have democratic control over them. Therefore before we
can visualise the working class taking the giant step forward of
socialising the cconomy and tuking control of industoy, surely
they must remmove the obstacles—enthin thair own arganigationz—
that stand in their way,

This can best be illustrated by exumining o very impoctand expen-
ence the working class went through last year. Barbara Castle pre-
sented & White Paper, fn Flace of Sirife, to the House of Com-
mond. A& document which contained such far-reaching anti-Trade
Union legisfation that had it been put on the statute books i
would have gone a long way towards taking away the only demo-
cratic right workers huve—the dght o strike,

How did the leadership of the Trades Union Congress react? In-
stead of calling on the organized might of the Trade Union move-
rmenl b siruggle apainst the offensive of this so-called Labour
Government, und plocing themsebves at its head, the TUC leader-
ghip organised a special congress at which they agreed in essenoe
with the Government that “unolficial™ strikes must be curbad.
The ooly differencs being thal they should do the job of diseiplin-
ing the rank and filz instead of the Govermment,

This was the main issus on which the TUC lsadership moved to
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The lesson of the events in Algeria is of considerable importance,
The victory of the socialiss revolution in Algeria was posible. But
a decisive factor was lacking: the revolutionary party.

Within the frame of this self-criticism it muost be added frankly
that if the participation of the Trotskyist movement in the Alger-
{an revolution. its support to the struggle and to the most progres-
sive tendency after 1962 were congiderable, (oo little was done in
carrving out the specific function of the Trotskyist movement—to
Torm the nucleus of a future Algerian revolution. The work of
training and recruiting Algerian milieants was neglected for work
at the top.

Doubtless, during an initial phuse, in view of the srnillness of owr
forces, it wis correct to concentrate on a campaipn of practical
support for the revolution which was creating a climate favour-
ahle for the spread of our ideas. But after a given point, the form-
ation of an erganised nucleus should have been given priority and
all work at the top subordinated to this goal. The International
recognised this at its Sixth World Congress. It did not, however,
make the necessary effort to carry out this line. Thus, it shares
the blame for this error with the comrades of the Pablo tendency,
whi were the main ones responsible for this work and for the
false orientation as regards building a revolutionary nucles.

defuse the growing opposition among the working class against
the Wilson Government™s policies. In practice this meant that at
every fum workers found themselves not only in conflict with
employers, management, and the Government’s income policy,
but also with their own Trade Union leadership. This has hap-
pened with the miners, steel workers, women car workers, ete. We
must remermber that In these struggles we have not been witnes
sing battles that called for o change of ownership and control of
industry, but struggles that were in defence of living standards that
have bean won over a number of years. So how much more of a
brake would thess “leaders™ be on 2 struggle to fundamen Lally
change society?

While capitalist commentators on the radio and television, and in
the papers, decry the mass upsurge of working clagss militancy in
the past year, and talk depressingly about the state of the acon-
oy, we socialists should welcome and support the mﬂhnglem
and akility of workers to struggle in defence of their working
standards. We should also see the possibilities of a development
which promises, as the struggle unfolds, the working class going
over 1o offensive setions in which “workers” control™ demands
will be urilised.

Before we go into the question of workers” control in the Trade
Umions in more depth, and illustrate the intimate conneclion be-
toreen workers® democracy in the Trade Unions and the struggle
for workers® control of society at large, il will help us in cur pur-
pose if we trace the causes behind the new upsurgs in working
class milituncy.

The first podnt chat musl be made is that the increase i the num-
her of strikes in Britain is an extension of a process that has 1;l:-|enn
huppening righl acroes Western Eusope. In France we saw millions
uf?.vrﬁrkefs iLlf]:nh-n:ﬂ in a massive general strike which posed the
question of the transfer of class power, In Tialy we witnessad mil-
liong of workers paralysing the country, And Weat Germany has
experienced widespread strikes by militant workers.

The atrikes in Britain have been in defence of working mndj!iq:-ns_
and living standards that have been threatened by the offensive of




the Labour Government, This Wilson Govemment, backed by Big
Business, has been pushing policies of rationalisation which have
led 1o mergers and closures, giving rise (o unemployment. The
poonomic review from the Mational Institute states that through
1970 unemployment will leap by 10,000 a month and rise to
750,000,

Wilson pushes productivity deals leading to greater exploitation
of the individusl worker, deals which are used by employers to
lower the working people’s living standards, Tnatead of the work-
erd gaining more control of production, productivity deals have
led to declining control of existing working conditions, There has
heen a big speed-up of production lines—the Sunday Times of
September [0th stated “the productivity per man year has leapt
from an average of about 2.5% in the carly 1960s to neady 4%
since 1966,

Therefore, in order that Wilson's policies of rationalisation and
productivity deals, incomes policy, and unemployment be com-
buted effectively, il is necesiary 1o hring in the great power of the
Trade Unions in such & way as to make use of their fremendous
amsets: -~ the power workers have because of their position in the

economy; the history and tradiion of siniggle the workers’ move-

ment i3 based upon; the millions of workers in Trade Unions
along with millions of unorganised workers that can be set into
mation.

For the Trade Unions o strugple effectively against Government
policies they cun no longer rely on defensive actions, For example
fo meet the threat of rationalisation and consequent unemploy-
ment workers must extend control over their work environment.
This will not be brought about without mass action. Therefore,
instead of the Trades Union Congress using its machinery for the
curbing of “unolficial™ strikes, they should be encouraging any
sign of a tendency in which workers’ frustrations break out and
take the form of struggle.

However, the truth is that there is a big conflicl between large
sections of the Trade Union leadership and the interests and
hopes of the rank and file. There is a big task ahead for the mass
of workers to democratise the Trade Unions.

Barbara Castle tried to imposs legal ballots for strikes. This was
aimed at workers' power on the shop floor, againgt shop stewards”
ability to bargrin with the bosses by threatening to withdraw
their labour,

The TUC has now introdyuced similar idess in a circolar boits 155
affilinted Unions; here are a few examples:

1) Unions are asked to “state clearly the procedure to be fol-
lowed and which bodizs have the authority toocall or approve or
terminate a stoke™,

2) “State clearly the method of election or appointment of shop
stewards and the body within the Union 1o whom the steward is
responsible.”

3) “Ballots should be held where a strike is contemplated or dur-
ing the course of a strike, the decision to hold such ballots being
entirely at the discretion of the appropriate body of the Union.”™

Thc measures ate claarly meant o move in o curh the power of
the steward on the foor, The intent is to bring the shop sleward
winder fhe control of the higher leanderships of the Unions.

A good example of this intention was the action of the NUR
leadership when it insrructed its Commities representatives to go
inta work regardless of whether the rank and file workers on tha
tuhes reapondad to the January 1st strike call,

The Guardian stated: “In short the TUC statement i2 3 carious
misxture of attempts to marcy the Government's earlier determina-
tion to curb small groups of unrepreseniative wildeats and insis-
tence of lefi-wingers that the rank and file should have a bigger
gay in Union policy-making.™

In that shop stewards directly represent the wishes of the rank
and file we must campaign against any encroachment on their in-
dependence or power,

However, from the struggle outlined above, it is clear that there is
g difference between the raul interests of the rank and file (and
their represeniatives) and those of the majority of full-time Union
officials. Thus, if in the coming struggles appins! prodoctivity
deals, rationalisations, mergers, unemployment, the Trade Unions
are really to defend thelr members, they must be democratised.

To do this it is necessary to bring the leadership under the direet
control of the ronk and file by carrying oul the following mens-
ek

Election of all fall-time officiuls, for a given period and subject to
recall.

The clected representatives cam a wage no higher than the high-
est-paid worker in the Union.

Abolition of the Hlock vote, within & Unien.
No buns or proseriptions against any party of political tendency.

At the same lime we must struggle to commit the Unions to an
alternative socialist policy to the Government's. A palicy of:
Workers' control of production.

Canlrol over hiring and firing.

For the nationalisation of the hasic industries, banking and
finance. .

To plun the economy in the inlerests of the working people.

Pat Braine (P.O.E.LL)

A SOCIALIST
POLICY
FOR THE

TRADE UNIONS
{IMG statement)

Ubtainable from the:
MG,

B, Toynbee Et.,
London, El.

Price: 1/- pest paid




' MARXIST ECONOMIC THEORY

Craest Maridel: Marst Economic Theory 72 valz |, trensiated by
Hrfan Pearce and published by Merin Books. £4 4z from Pioneer
Bk Fervice, 8 Tovibee Streel, London E. 1.

The publicaticn of Mandel's work on Marxist Economic Theory
n English is a valuable addition to our amsenal of thearetical we-
pons against capitalism. 1t i particularly welcome to British Trot
ikyists, where most of the liftle work that has bren done in the
firection of socialist econcmics has been at the hands of siate
zapitalists or members of the Communis! Party. Mandel reconsti-
tutas the Marxist system in 2 historical framework that goes back
to the beginaings of organised society and forward to an analysis
o the transitional economies and of sociulisn. His method is a
truly dialectical one—he expluins what capitalism is by examining
it in the context of what it is not. As he tefls us, the greatl advan-
tage of Mamtian economics over other schools of economic
thought i% that it contains a dynamic synthesis of sconamic
theary and economic histary. This synthesis is completely licking
from bourgeais economics teday, which has no pust bast which
focuses all its attention on the brute task of keeping the system
going. The method of o Marxist must be “genetico-evolutionary,
critical, materalistic and dialectical, genetico-evolutionary be-
cause the secret of no “category” (1) can be discovered withoul
study both of it origin and its evolution, which is nething 2ls
but the development of its inner contradictions, that is to say, the
revelution of its true nature.” The book Nows quite correctly far
beyond the narrow confines within which the bourgeoisic would
pen economics, into the realms of anthropology, sociology and
social psychology. In the introduction Mandel specifically suates
that he believes the correct method was not 1o rehash the quotes
of the masters but to reconstruct Marx's ideas “on the basis of
the scientifie data of contemporary science”™. One of the great vir-
tues of the work is that it s much more than a simple work of
eeonomic history, It is a theoretical work and o self-conscious
one, considering its own methodology .

Aty work on Man's economics produced today must be consid-
ered in the light of how it copes with the major political develop-
ments since Marxs tirme, This century has seen the rise of revolu-
tigm in the underdeveloped countries and the forcible removal of
a large chunk of the world from the sphere of Capital. 1t will be
seen from Mandel™s hook and more especially from the vanous
eritiques of it that only someane thoroughly grounded in the pal-
ities of internationalism will be equipped to underiake this task.
To consider just the developed countries will lead one Lo revise
Marxist theory in a petit-hourgeois nationalist direction. Only at
the world historical level can a penuine theory of the proletariat
he worked out, for any other approach will lead ene to confuse
whal is essential with what is ingadental in one's environment in
the manner of the state capitalists. Mandel combats the Menshe-
vik misinterpretations of Marx, which the world communist
movement must accept a large responsibility lor propagating, the
crude theory of stages, where revolutionaries are displaced Trom
the dynamic of history- “I1 remains true that the attempt we
hirve made 1o 'de-Westernise' the material, except thut relating 1o

nineteenth-century eapitalism, that is to sy, 10 diseover the com-

man features of pre-copitalist economic catagories in all the civi-
lizations which have reached the stape of developed internaticnal
tracle, may seem tush... Nevertheless, it is indispensahle, hoth be-
cause the public to which Marxism appeals today is ne longer es-
wentially a Western public, and also because the popularisers of

1%

Marxism have brought a rremendous confugion into this sphere
with their theory of the "successive stages” that sociaty is sup-
pused (o have passed through, or muat necessarily pass through,
in all parts of the word, a theory which was explicidly repudiated
by Marx himaglf {see especially his letters to the (Mechestvennie
Lapiski, rl‘;]:m-,mbﬂ 1877, amid 1o Vera Zasulich, Sth March
1881

The first volume of Mandals work deals with the basic coonomic
categorier in the order of their sovial appearance. He traces the
origin of the frst sarplus, the introduction of the division of
labour, the use of money and trade through to the age of petty
commaodity production and capitalism proper, Despite the enudi-
tion evidenced by the length of the hiblicgraphies nttached 1o
each chapter, the work remains eminently readable, even for
someont whose prior knowledge of economics is somewhat rudi-
mentary. An idea of the siruciure of the larger work can be
grined by an examination of a parnphlet of Mandel's, dn Tafre-
duetion to Marxist Evonomic Theary (N, This pamphlet contains
a section on neocapitalism which is particularly interesting and
has (he added advantage of being written several years after the
larger work. Particularly important in the first volume i Mandels
tregtment of the concepr of surplus. He distinguishes the neces-
gary product of a society from the sumplus product. The real poli-
ticul question to be answered is how a society shall wse its surplus,
who shall it benefit. Tis section in Chapter | on *'1s there an zco-
normig surplus?™ ™40 s a useful antidote to alot of atlempis at
mystification on the part of the bourgecisie as to the nature of
the problems of the Third World. Central to Marx's ideas was an
investgation into the nature of value, 11 is impaortant not to con-
fuse the physical properties of objects with their values. Mande|
deals at length with the sppearinée of value and its nature. He
fidlvws this analvais through the two volumes, to situate the ideas
of value und price in their historieal context, to give an idea of
the forces which held these phenamena in place and the situation
in which it will diszppesar. In the chapter on “Money, Capiial and
Surplus Value™ the reader should take note of the section on the
Law of Uneven Development, “To reduce economic history toa
series of stages or to the mecessive appentonce of ‘calegories” s to
make it excesively mechanical, to the point of rendering it unre
eognisable. But to eliminste from histerical study an allusion to
sugcassive stages of economic organisation and any reference to
the progressive oppesmnce of these ‘categories’ is to make it
merely inzomprehensible, ™ 159

T capeciully interesting chapters in the first volume are Chap-
ter 5 o the contradictions of capitulisrm and the final chapter an
periodical crises. These two chapters between them contain much
of the guls of Mant's system. The second volume brings the work
into the present dov, discussng the decling of the capitalist sys-
tem, momopolies and imperialism and the appearance of the trins
itional economics. Mandel stands very Tirmly on the position that
we do live in the ape of wars and revolution. There can be no way
out for the capitalist syitem and he is no friend of the people whao
attemipes to pretend that there is, Progressively, if becomes harder
for the capitalist 1o maintain his rate of profit. His absolute
amount of profits may well go up, but it will become les and les
worthwhile to invest, The source of profit i 1o be found in hum-
an lubour because labour has o dual nature. 1t not oaly produces
enough value to reproduce itself, but exira value, surplus value,
which can be appropristed by the capitalist and lurned into capi-




tal, Capitatists through competition will be forced to accumulnle
or be swallowad up by other capitalists, As they accumulate, how-
ever, the amount of depreciation or amount of value represented
by reproducing their capital will continually increase. The result
of this increase will be 1o lower the portion of price represented
by living labour and the rate of profit must go down. There will
be many factors which will delay the operation of this process.
Capital will flow throughout the world, breaking down all boun-
daries in search of higher profits in the age of imperializm. Capital
today, however, has lost a large portion of the world. 1t Gim no
langer freely flow in and out of the workers’ states. The system is
af heart an anarchic svstem. 1t does not adjost in o ratcnal man-
mer, but by crives, when values are liquidated to reduce the con-
cantration of capital. Extremely impartant is the attempl 1o keep
clear the distinetion between physical and value relationships. 1t
is the lutter, value relations, which are responsible for the dyna-
mic of capitalism. The very anarchic nature of the system makes
it 5o, Ini the era-of monopoly capital “monopolisation”™ does not
anly intensify all the clasic contradictions of cupitalism, however
—i1 also adds some new ones. To the Mundamental class contradic-
tion between the proletariat and the bourgeoisic there is added, in
the age of monopoly, the coniradiction between the colonial and
semi<colonial peoples, on the one hand. whose poverty and eco-
nomie backwardnes constitute the main scarce of superprofits
for the monopolies, and the hig metropolitan bourgeoisies on e
othier.” The capitalist system becomes increasingly a bigger tetter
on the productive shilities of mankind and its parasitic character
“gxplodes in the world's face in a new epoch of history., filled
with convulsions: the age of capitaliat decline. the age of war,
revvalutions and counter-revolutions.”” Bince the second world war,
crises have begun as sharply as the 1929 crisis, but capitalism
through the intervention of the stale in economic life has succecd-
ed in reducing cychical Mectuations (Chapter 14, “The Epoch of
Capitalist Decline™). The choice tor the stale his been between
crisis and inflation. Crisis would be pelitically wntenable for capi-
tafism, but on the other hand inflation itself crentes grave hind-
rances to the normal funetioning of the capitalist economy ., The
hourgeisie is forced to tumn to planning and to recognise the de
fucto socialisation of economic life, [ts use of planting i an effi-
cient agent of economic progress & impeded by its resiriction
within the confines dictated by the profit motive. In the long nm
“the dow devaluation of the currency brings ahout that very
long-1erm stagnation that the system was initially trving to
escape”, (M)

Mandel soes the Soviel economy in a crisis oo, but & erisis of a
wary different nature and origin to that affecting the capitalist
economies, Bureaucratically centralised planning succeeded in
creating the heavy infrastrciire of the Russian economy, albeit
with losses and wastage thal need not have occurred. The Left
Oppeasition favowred rapid indusizialisation to be able to satisfy
the peasants’ demands for manufactured consumer goeds. Having
opposed Lhis policy, supposedly in the interests of the peasunts,
after 1928 “the leading faction of the Bolshevik Purly ... went
from ocne extreme to the other ... Superindusinialisation of the
country at the expense of the peasants was carried out oo 2 scale
that the Opposition had never conceived. Thereby the Soviet
people were called upon Lo pay a terrible tribute in order 1o make
rapid industrialisation poszible, a tribute which could have been
avolded, B Sovied planning, bowever, despite the burssucrabic
distortions, is sull peal planning. “Elemenis of anarchy continue..
but their role is precisely comparable to that of the elemenis of
‘planning’ in capitalist economy.” The world capitalist economy
is a whole and a crisis in one part will be reflected throughour the
whale. The Soviet econamy is exempl from these fluctustions, Tl
still has some links with the capitalist market, but these are not
essential foitg operation. It is not linked with the capitalist pric-

ing system in an organic fashion. The system of desd labour ingor-
parated in the capitalist wosld system has been appropriated by
the Russian peopls and their state remaing 2 workers® state, al-
though a very degenerated one. bt will do so whils the economy
continues to be centrally plannad. The resl dilemma the bureau-
crats fage 15 that oo build more than an infrastructure, to deal
with complex modern industries such as computers and electro-
nies, oosts must be taken inte sccopnt, The burcauerats operate
in their owm caste intesests. The central contradiction i between
a non-capitalist mode of production and bourgeais norms of dis-
fribution. The only way forward is For 3 political rewolution Lo
put power in the hands of the workers with a system of universal
workers” control, which could produce a peal cconomic plan, re-
flecting the neads and desires of the Russian people. The burcau-
crate, however, can only make one sterile tum after another in an
attempt to prevent the rate of growth from stagnating and to ful-
fil the plan. The section on the Soviet economy can be best read
in comjunction with Mandel's reply to Kidron's review in 1536 (9)
in & pamphlet called The facongistencies of State Capitalisay, 10
which enters a detailed discussion of the nature of the bureau-
cracy and possible developments within ic.

In Mandel’s last chupier, he gives a history of economic thought,
“The origin, rise and withering away of political econamy ™. (1)
This is a particularly useful section for comrades working in the
academic sphere, who need to construct @ cours: critique of socia
seience courses. For the movemaent ag 5 whole, one cannof siress
ton stromgly the need for its day-to-day theoretical work to be
thoroughly imbued with 2 grasp of the principles of Marx"s econ-
aamics. 11 is hig economic system that gives Marxiam its right to be
congiderad as o scisnee, It is in dafence of that slatus that the
Fourth Tinteenational fights in its theoretical work against any
petit-bourgeois lendency to emasculate Marxism by removing its
true critical contant, its world view, and to pragmatise it. Only a
thorough-gning internationalist can aspire 1o wiite a book about
the real developments in the world economy. Mandel's book pives
the lie to the naueral status which the bourgeals social scientists
ao much love te pesuine, Economiats, like if or not, are commit-
ted economiets, they serve one clags or snother. The proletariat
fiphting for power must have a world view of its rola. [t must ap-
preciate what the forees of history are and what that role is. Man-
del’s book is 2 worthy contribution 1o the congtruction of that
world view in the twentieth century.

Duvid Kendall

Footnoies;

{1} Mandel, Morcist Keonortie Theory, p.l8,

20 Thid, p. 20.

%) Mandel, An fatraduction to Marcise Eeonomic Theory, a6,
{plus 6d p&p_} from Pioneer Book Service,

(41 Man del, Marcist Beonomic Theory, po4L.

151 Thid, p-Fl

6" Thid, p. 437.

(" Ihid, p. 542,

(¥ Ihid, p. 553.

91 1536, Kidron, Maginor Moo, Manded ¥ Ecoromics. See als
I54],

(0 Mandel, The Inconsisrencies of Stafe Capitalion. 4/- (plus 6d
pdep.) from Pioncer Book Services.

(11 Thid, p. 690.
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A Farmworkers
Rebellion

E. 1, Hobsbawm and George Rude: Captsin Swing. Lawrence &
Wishart, T0/-.

[n the sutumn and winter of 1830, within an srea stretching from
Somerset in the west o0 East Anglia and Lineodnshire ia the east,
bands of up to several hundred normally respectable farm lnbous-
ers were marching svitematically round their localities, smashing
the local farmers' threshing muachines and demanding higher
witges. To the £8,000-worth of damage done to rural capitalisis®
property in this way was added the wide-spread burning of ricks,
sending of threatening letters, angry wages-meetings and rios in-
volving thousands against the “speciol™ police. In a year of revo-
lution in France and Belgium, when the Radicals were calling for
blood and revenge and the new urban proletarial were rapidly
uniomising in the industrial slums, the British authorities saw the
riots as the first demonstration of power by the rural working-
clags, The authors of Caplain Swing show why the movement was
doomed to failure, leading to the long period of paskive demorali-
saticn arnong English farm-workers which onfy ended with the
rise of the agricultural workers" unions in the 18705,

The 1% million landless English “peasants’ formed the botlom
Layer in rural society’s three-part hierarchy, suppaorting above
them the tenant-farmer who hired them by the week or the day,
and the wealthy land-owner—one of the 4,000 who owned rouph-
ly 4/7 of England und Wales. Huge surplus-labour problems and
high prices left over from the Mapoleonic boom-years were aggra-
waled by an archaic poor-relfel system which reduced most
labourers 1o virtual paupers in an effor) to combine the stable
pre-capitalist social hierarchy with the profils of a capitalist mar-
ket sysiem,

Labourers were worst hit in the cercal-producing south and east,
where seagsonal Nuctuation of the labour demand was most
marked; threshing-muchines infroduced by progressive farmers
took away what lttle winter emplovment there was, and became
a focal point of grievance, Security of employment and a living-
wage ware, however, the starving lnbourers” only demands. There
wiad no interest in land-reform, most of them believing the Gow-
ermment would sympathise with their atternpt to regain the
security of pre<capitalist society and their “customary rights as
free-born Englishmen™. Mostly Radicals completely failed to
understand the movernent, hopefully wging the rioters to “give
up afl thesa patty outrages against property, so unworthy of you,
and unite for a Gloriows Revelution™, and although many local
Radical craftemen emerged as leaders, there was virtually no co-
ordination between them, and they only provided a minimum of
organisation on & local level, The evolutions acooss the Channel
may have provided encouragement but had very little direct influ-
ence beyond inspiting red or black flags, or trcolours, in places,

In spite of what the letters said (*“Revenge to thee is on the wing/
From thy determined Captain Swing™), and apart from a few par=
sons being pushed in the village pond or locked in the vestry unil

16

they apreed to lower their tithes, nearly all the violence was direc-
ted againgt property, and often had a festive spirit, with the riot-
ers in their Sunday besl, (Though Feeling ran high against the
“special™ police: “Blast my eyves, | will smash the Bloody Buggers'
heads, six at a time”” romebody ia reporied o have suid), Another
common tactic wos the mass walk-out from church on g Sunday,
fellowed by a mecting in the gravevard.

Many farmers were surprisingly aympathetic and readily agreed to
have their machines sroathed; they were usually on hire, or in-
sured, in any case; growing unemployment put the parish rates
up; and a sneaking feeling persisted that machines were slightly
immaoral, Where they could, farmers channelled the movemenl in
their own intercsts, e.p. apainst tithes; although the labourers
would hawe no Lruck with oppaging taxadion (T was the King's
money; and it wouldn't do*L

Official reactions to the outhreak differed. The Kent riots were
variously hlamed on Tforeign rewolutionaries, Trish labopers,
O"Connell agents, Papists, bigoted Protestands, government agent,
Radicals, the French, and the non-conforists. The Ead of Hard-
wicke called hysterically for o “General Union of 4l Classes.. for
the Presepvation of Property and the Detection of Tncendiaries™.
Wellington sent out the local magistrates and their retainers on
horsehack to hunt down the rioters sath horsewhips and gunsg
(*1i is pstonishing how soeon the country was tranguillised, and
that in the best way, by the activity and spirit of the gentlemen,”
he commented), Af Pvi House in Wiltshire the veoman cavalny
were called out with their muskets, killing one labourer and
wounding sveral others. The Government was, however, nervous
of uzing the army because of urben unrest, and finally found a
suceesstul factic in the “Sussex Plun""—the occupation of villages
by apecial constabulary anits before trouble started. At the trials
afterwards, over 1,000 were imprisoned, transporied, or hunged.
Ar Justice Alderson said, *We do not coma here to enguire into
grievances. We come here to decide law,”

O a local level the movement had great impact, Local solidarity
during the riots was high—the authorities had great difficalty fod-
ingg anyone ready 1o sign on as o “special"—even where supporl
remained passive. A burning rick would produce a8 crowd of ad-
miring enlookers, busy lighting their pipes at the lames, saying
they should hove brought some polatoes b0 bake, ond making oot
the least attempt to put it out. Mass decisions were democratic-
ally taken in places, and delegates voted lor, some villages adop-
ted the slogan “We are all a5 one™ to prevent victimisation of
“leaders”. But by their very nature, as spontaneous and sporadic
outbursts, the Swing riots could not suceeed, Between villupes
there war scarcely any unity, apart from the single wage demand
of 2/& a day, und labourers generully hod no perspeciive bevond
their own village, or parish at the most, and certainly had no
thought of linking up with the urbon movement. With the slight
increase inowagea and sipns of reform bills beginning o mowne
siowdy through Parbament, peopls afterwards said, “Ah, them
there riots and burnings did the poor = terkible deal of good™;
but in fict the failure and bratul represion of the movement
finished the resistance of the rural working class for another half-
Ceniury.

Caprain Swing is the first book since 1911 to deal with this sub-
ject; the authors give an extremely detafled account of their find-
ings, und fully cxplain the conclusions they draw from their re-
aearch. IF vou haven’t got time to read the whole book, read the
Introduection which gives a good historical and social background,
and iz an excellent summary of the main conclugons drawn from
the tulk of the text.

Felicity Trodd
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