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THE UNIFIED PARTY.AND_THE INTERNATTONAL SITUATION

3
o

-+ -The present world crisis is unlike previous periodical cri-
ses,. being digtinguished firom them not only by itg breadth, depth,
and.duretion but also in that it marks the culminating point of
capitalist . development, ‘he capitalist regime, having come into
contradiction with the vital dnterestsg of sotiély, is itself in
a crigsig, ' The greater the techanical development of capitalism,
the lower becomes the gcquisitive capacity of the masses, The ar-
my of the unemployed increases at a frightful pace, The constant
increase in productiony and therefore irn wéalth, corresponds to a
progressive impovrishment of the masscs, :

II

The internal comtradictions of capitalism cause the criges
to re~occur with ever faster rhythm and ever greater violence,
The creation of new industrial- centers, the revolutionary move-
ments in the colonieg, and the rapid industrialization of the
USSR on the one hand, together with the technical and organiza-
tional developmeht of capitelism (trusts, cartels, monopolies,
rationalization) on the other, impede the application of the nor-
‘mal measures for the sclution of the crisis or the expansion of
the world market as a first step towards that end, '

In search of a way dut, the capitalist class throws over-
board the demoeratic parliementary forms which are important
in preventing the éxplosion resuliing from the internai contra-
dictions of the regime, and it resorts to dictatorial fascist
.formse- c - o
TII

A terrible crisis that presses the masses into unprecedented
misery, the world danger of fasciem, the prospect of a new series
of wars threatening the destruction of all human civilization; Ve

have here the present world situation, resulting from the bank-
ruptcy of the capitelist regime, =~ .

 Either the proletarian revolution will &estroyv?hié regime
of oppression and commence the socialist transformation of soci-
ety, or the world will revert to barb-rigm,

v ,
- .The world crisis of capitalisu poses the dutf of breaking
gsharply with reformist politicg and placing on the agenda the reve
olutionary struggle for the conguest of power,‘and_ﬁhe temporary
setting~up of the proletarian dictatorship, which is the only road
towards the tronsformetion of capitalist society into soclalist
society, The 'cictrine of the peaceful conquest of powsr through
parlieamentary and democratic methods is & dangerous illusion that
@isarms the working-class., ' ‘ ‘
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The proleterizn revolution by its very essence is an inter-

national revolution, The proletarist cannct build a couplete so-

cialist society, that is, a classless society, except on the basis

of an international division o: labor and international collabor-

ation, Thig does not uesn, iLicwever, that wé should wait passively

in our respective countries wor an international revolution to

break out., On the contrary, the working class of each country

should direct all of its energies towards the conguest of power

and the strengthening of itg national dictatorchip by means of so-

ciglist construction, which will ol necessity be incomplete and .

contradictory so long as the prolesteriat has not won power in at

least several of the capitalist countries, At the same time the .

working class, victorious in one country, must devote all its en- :

ergies to the extension of the socialist revolution to other coun- .
tries, ' '
VI

On & capitalist basis there is no nossible peaceful solution
to the conflicts betwveen the divers imperialistic groups, between
imperialism and the USSR, or betwsen impsrialiam and the national
emancipation movements, o

Just as capitalism cannot orgenically solve the contradic~
tions of the system, and prevent criseg and their congequences,
the efforts of the League of Ilations, the Disarmament Conferences
and the various racts will also be incapsble o7 overcoming the
war danger, These international efforts will lead to regroupings
of the imperialist powers, an increase in armements, and new con-
flicts, The Unified Party will constantly point out the danger of
impefialist war, will put the messes on their guard against this
danger,; will rally them in energetic struggle against those who
yant to plumge the world into & blood bath worse than 1914,

The only real effective instrument egeinst war is the prole-
tarian revolution, The proletariat should therefore not let it-
“"self be seduced by pacifist illusiong, bui should prepare itself
at once, if it cannot prevent the war in advance by its victory o~
ver the bourgeoisie, to transform the imperialist war into ¢ivil
war, that is to say, into & war against its own bourgeoisie,

VII

It is the duty of every orolztoricn, everyone who is exploit-
ed, to defend the USSR, wherz the glorious revolution of October,
1917, created the basis for the first experience in proletarian
~ dictatorship, bhased on the abolition of private ownership of the
means of production, The struggle against the USSR continues to
be one of the fundamental objectives of world imperialist reaction.

The most effective d&8fense of the USSR is not through pacts
and treaties, but by the revolutiomary struggle for the overthrow
of the bourgeoisie in thes other countries,
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The movements for netiousl surncipetion heve a democratic
content which the wmroletcrint must support unreservedly. A class
which fights Tiercely wgwinst all Toras of oppression cannot be
indifferent to the probleas o n.ticnal oppression. The nation-
al emancipation movements agf & relutionery Factor of the first
order which the working clasc

~On-this question the proletariat con take only one position:
to uphold actively the indisputalbile rigiit of peoples to choose
their own destinies freely to the point of setting up their own
independent state if they so will,

IT

Wnile upholding this right, the proletariat does not identi-
fy itself with the nationsl bourgeoisie, which eims to subordin-
ate clase intercats to netional interests, and which in the de=
cisive moments goes over 'to the support of the ruling classes of
the oppressor nation to crush the popular movements. The prole-
tariat as the firm champion of all democratic demands must dis~-
place the bourgeoisie and the petty bourgeois parties from the
leadership of the nationul movemente which they betray, and car-
ry the struggle for national emancipation to its final consequen-
ces, o :

ITT

The struggle for the right of the peoples to their indepen-
dence does not presuppose the division of the workers of the var-
ious nationalities making up the State, but on the contrary their
closer union, which is the only guarantee of victory,

The recognition of the indisputable right of the peoples 1o
decide their own fubure on the-one hand, and the common struggle
by the workers of all nationalities maxing up the state on the o=
ther hand, are the indispemsable premises for the future confed-
eration of free peoples which in our country must teke the form
of the Iberian Union of Socialist Iiepublics.

¥ # * * * # 3} ¥ ES %

TRADE UITION POSTITION
I

t

v Taking ac = noint of departure the supposition that the uni-
ty of the working claes is an indispensable coridition if the pro-
letariat is to acquire the strength necescary to derfeat the bour-
geoisie and carry out the proletarian revolution, tlie Unified Par-
ty strongly favors the trede union unity of the working class
forces, This trade union unity can be helped by the Unified Par-
ty which will devote all its efforte to that end.
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The Unified Party, therefore, corsiders the defonse of the
first triumphant workers! republic as an inescapable duty, re-
serving the right to critiecize the positions taken by the lead-
-ershin of ths ULEL whenever it may consider these nogitions to
be dncorrect for the USSR itself, and to the interests of the rev-
olutionary working cicss movement

* 5 i @ 4 ey * 5 % = x *

she Unified Pariy and the Internatiornals ' o

In the present circumstances objectively fevorable fTor the
victory of the proletarian:revoiution, the working class suffers
cefeat after defeat throughdut the world, One of the fundsmen-
tel causes of this tragicicontradiction lies without coubt in
tiie Agunity of the proletariat ard in the bankruptcy of the Se~
cond ahd Third Internztionals, The wreent duty of the monent ig
therefore to unifr the proletarist internmationally in a poveriul
revolutionary organisation, Understending this to be so, and in
order to'comtribute’ to internaticnal wroletarian unity, the Uni-
fied Ferty will remain outaids of the existing internationals
and will struggle for vorldewide revoiutionary unity on a new
basis, '

# % S R g R * * *

The Uniyied Party end the Prescnt Folitical Situation in Spain .

The present historical situstion in owr Zountry ie of a
transition period when the alterrative of fagecism or proleterian
revoludion is sharply posad, a B

Although this present pericd of transition may be prolonged
for same time with poseible democratic-bourgeois oscillations, the
final outcome czy only bes either- fascism or sovialism. Rither -
the counter-razvolutionary forces of the bourgeoisie and the feud-
-al remnants will teiumph, setling up an implacable fascist move-
ment - which would meen ths organic disappesrance of the lobor
movement for some time - or else the working class will be victor-
ious end will sel uwp the proletarisn dictutorship that will carry
out the democratic rsvolution -~ a tas that the petiy bourgeoisie
was unable’ to aceomplich - &nd develop it over into the sccialist
revolutiom, -~ 7V ' : T

A

Thus the character of the workers revolution in our country
will be democratic-socialist, Through a defemse of the democrate
ic demdnds vhich the hourgeoisie fears and atltacks, the vorking
clags will reach the soecialist revoeluiion, '

The proletariat should become the true leader in the struge
gle for democratic rights, It mist be the liberator Lringing
the decired solution to the problems of the democrastic revolution:
the land, nationalities, state gtructure, women's righie, destruc-
ticen of the 'power of the Church, liquidation of the parasitical
castes, efc, '
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] The dictatorship of the proletariat - a trensitory stage un-
til class difi'wive res and the classes themselves have disappeared=
will not destroy democracy, but on the contrary will strengthen it,
giving birth to truc democracy: workers! cemocracy. )

IIT

. The proleteriat will teke vowar &t that time when the line
of general interest of the nmticu ond the line of the revolution-
ary working-class coincide., The Pariy will thus tend to become
the center of attraction for the great popular massés who yearn
for a social structure more then just the present one. For this
purpose it must develop its action aleng two converging lines:
with regard to the warking class in generel and with reged to
t?e intermediary clesses - petty bourzeoisie, peasanis, middle
class, .

The policy to be followed as regerds the working class
ghould be: a) Unity of action of all workers; tuilding the YWork=
ers Alliance horizontally and vertically; b) Revolutlonary Marxs=
ist unity, of which the Unified Party is the first hopeful step.

v

Because of their incepacity, impotence, and cowardice, the
petty-bourgeois parties have hetreyed the promises made to the
workers, the pedsants, and the patty bourgeoisie itself. There=
fore the struggle agalnst these demagogic pvarties for the purpose
of taking away the working-class foliowing which they still have,
and in order to draw with us a part of the petty bourgeoisie and
neatralize the other parts, becomes a matter of 1life and death
for the Unified Party.

Fascisom bases itself fundamentally om the petly bourgeoisie
and the proletarisnized middle classes, This petty-bourgeoisie
orients foward fascism when the petty bourgeois partieg and the
1abor movement are divided and without the ability or force to
esrry out the revolution which will solve the democratic-social~-
15t problems posed, ' - o B

Vv

In the implaceble strugrle against the petty-bourgeois par-
ties, 1t is necessary 1w disfinguieh the period when the fascist
menace is extraordinarily serious. T+ will at that time be cor=
rect to arrenge temporsry pacts, slwelrs however, preserving the
organic-independence of the workerg' perty aund its right to cri-
ticize the petty bourgeois perties, N ‘

* B d B * * * Lk B3 *
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Outside of Catalonia the movement is less broken up: there
are two orgasnizations of weight in the field of trade unionism,
the U.G.7. and the C,N.T. The memiers of the Unified Party will
as a general rule work inside the U,G.T. unions, the latter having
the greater degree or iwtermzl democracy, and having e larger mem-
bership., In exceptional ceses, ‘our members may work in the C,N.T,
end &lso in the various autonomous mnd Opposition unions,

However, the trade union policy of the Unifi&d Party outside
cf Catalonia will consis® in getting the autonomous unions and
workers to adhere to the U.G.T. Within the U.G.T. & firm campaign
in favor of trade union unity -~ which, contrary to the claims of
the CNTites and the Socialist leaders, cannot be achieved inside
of either the C,N.T, or the U,G.,T., - but which must result from a
fusion of the two trade union centers, with the participation of
the united trade union orgenization of Catalonia in addition to
whatever autonomous organizations there may be - will be conducted,

In substance, €he general trade union policy of the Unified
Party is characterized by its consistent struggle for trade union
unity of all workers, in order to form eventually a single trade
union center for the whole of Spain,

* * % * % * * * #* * % *

THE WORKGRS ALLIARCE

The Workers Allisnce is the united front organization of the
workers both for defensive and for offensive purposes, Through
the Workers Alliance - unity of action - the labor movement joins
its forces without need of sacrificing the independence of the var-
ious organizations, for struggle to prevent the triumph of the
counter-revolutionary forces,

The Workers Alliance is furthermore the embryo of the organ of
insurrection that the working class needs in order to assure revo-
lutionary viectory, &After the working class tekes power, the Work-
ers Alliance will be transformed from the instrument of insurrection
into the organ of the Workers Power, The bourgeois state must be
replaced by somethi ng else, and this something is precisely the
Workers Alliance,

The Workers Allimmce, based on the real conditions of the la-
bor movement in our country, will fill the role that was played by
the Soviets in the Russian revolution: first as organs of the uni-
ted front; then as organs of insurrsction; and, finally, as orgens
of power, Without any doubt, the appearance of the Workers Alli-
ahcels an event of colossal importance in the history of our labor
movement, :

Convinced, therefore, of the importance of the Workers Alllance
in the triple sense of United Front, instrument of insurrection,
and organ of power, the Unified Parily willstruggle unremittingly
for the broadening of the Workers Alliesnce until &ll the labor org-
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anizations of Spain are affilisted with it, striving at the same
time to give it the general ccordination - the Watlonal Workers
Alliance - that is so essentiel for effective defemcive and offen-
sive working class actiomn,

L0TER OF WE I.S. T0 D I.Clx.
(From Internal Bulletin ;#14 of the ICE)
To the N.E,C. of the Spenish Communist Left:

HDeteemed Comrades:

e have received and discussed your letters of June 3 and 14
referring to the fusion negotiations and the conflict with Ferson
and other comrades, This is our reply.

1) In the first place we should need to know the exact state
of your orgenizatior, After the interview that we had with Com-
rade Molius (who promised us & rancrt on this matter) we have had
no further information of what has happened in your ranks since
October, Have you won new cdhersnts? How nany have you at pres-
fnt? Wwhat i1s the present compositicn of your ¥.,2.C,? Flease do
Y18 the favor of filling out and returning the questionnaire that
we sent you before &nd of which we now send you a COpY.

2) As regards the creation of the new parly, that wvhich we
foresaw from the beginning hus happened. The fuslon negotiations
have at last been boiled down to negetistions between yoursselves
ané Maurin, that i% to sey, to our absorption by the Workers and
Pessants Block (BOC), And what will this party Dbe in reality?
The name proposed by Maurin, "Party of Sccialist-Communist Unifi-
cation (EOC)" proves precisely - although it be for a transitory
neriod only - that fusion on these conditions will be unfevorable
for our tendency and favorable for the tlgurinist centrists, e
welieve that under these circumstances no good can come out of
the new party. IZvery worker will see in it the figure of the
B.G.C. Let ue call yvour attention to the consequences of such &
fusion, If vou .t least had the right of faction and entered
with your bammer =nd your own ideas, the matter could be judged
gifferently. :

As to Maurin's proposal, which sppears to be identical with
the recent decigion of your orgenizution, that is, to make the
new Party a party for the wholc peninsula (rather then limit it
to Catalonia as was originallyr imtended - Trans,) it is in our
opinion equally inacceptuble., "mat 1ill be the banner of the new
party? It is the well-Y¥nown banner of the London-Ansterdam Bu-
Tean (T.A.G.) of international SiPism (3.A.P.). This belng the
case, what attrzctive force con i+ ewercise among the socialists
and communist workers wio &are seeking & new road alter October?
Tf the new party, like the Workers Porty of the U.S., like the
nevolutionary Socialist Workers barty of Holland (RSAP), would
take its stand openly on the roud of the fourth International, it
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_There arc two zapects 1o the problsua%f"trade union unity:
one in Catalonisz, where there exists the greatowr division and spe=
cial comditione in the unions, end the other in the rest of Spein,

IT

The position o the Unilcd rerty in its efforts for trade
union unity in Cataloria ie th ~;Angs  The trade union move-
ment of the Catalonian working~cl=uss is divided as fcllows, Re-
gional Confederation of Lebor oi Catalonid (C.N.T,), Opposition
Unions in the C.N,7. (Treintistas, led by the Libertarian Syndi-
calist Federation), Unions that have besn execluded from the C.N.T.
(influenced by the Workers and Peasunts Block), General Union of
Workers, Unions influenced by the '"Unio Socialista de Catalunya'',
Autonomous Unions (CADCI), and several others,

Tt is clear that the problem canmot be posed by saying that
the most convenient srrangement is the gathering of all the unions
into one of the existing organizations, The Confederation Region-
al de Trabajo (CNT) wes until & short time ago the mejor trade
union organization of (Catelonia, And it is precisely from this
orgenization of the CNT that two important groups, Opposition
Unions and 'the exclucded Unions, have been forced to withdraw be-
cause of the leck of trade uniorn democracy under the sectarian, ex-
clusively snarchist leadership that dominates it, and that has in
effect trensformed the OWF from a real trade union organization
into & political party - the party of the enarchists.

Trade Union unity in Catelonia will Rave to be created inde-
pendently of all the present groups thfiough a Congwess of Trade
Union Unity of all organizations and unions in the field. The
main purpose of this conference will be to tie together all of the
workers'! trade union organizations in one single organization
based on class principles and the most complete trade union demo-
Cracys -

The trade union orgenization coming out of ithis conference
will maintein cordial relations with the two major trade union
centers in Spain: ‘'The General Union of &rkers (U.G.T.) end the
National Confederation of Labor (C.N.T.). Without adhering to
either of them it will work for the fusion of the two,

Fow, the unified trade union orgsnizstion that is formed in
Catalonie will by no means pley, 25 sucia, a permanent role, but
will from the very outset moke i1tssl? the most fervent supporter

ninasulz, And when the U.G.T.
-and the C.N.T. finally unite thedr Jorcss as a result of the move-
ment for unification sat under way, then the united trade union
organization of Cotalonia should join the 211~Spenish orgenization,
assuming the role of Catalonian Federstion of the new Unitarian
Federation of Lebor, o

of trade union unity in the whole »
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Fourth Internationel, it could play a very important role and .
progressive function in Spain, But in the documents of the Uni-
fied Party that you have sent us, nothing is said on the ques-
“tion of the Imternational, ,

A1l that we find in this regard is a reference in the HEC
minutes of last April 3C, that you are favorable to the Maurin-
ist proposal to adhere to the London~Amsterdam Bureau "in view -
of the precedent of the Butch Party", In this you are mistaken,
In the first place the United Dutch party, inside of the London-
Zmsterdam Bureau, openly upholds the Fourth International ang - - -
even though it be true that it has not yet decided to leave sald

e

bureau, it adheres on the' other hand to the bureau for the Fourth

International, for the creation of which it has just affixed -
its signature to our open letter which will soon be officially:
published, And Gorkin went to Paris in the name of the Workers
and Peasants Bloc (BOC) to fight against the sectarian idealism
of the adherents of the Fourth International, We believe that
the second issue of our Intermational Bulletin which is devoted
to international "BAPist" centrism should be published in Span-
ish as well so that it may scrve as a bagis of differentiation
with the BOC. . s

From a national point of view, therefore, besides being un-
able to lay claim to the Asturian October, the new party will
be no more able to lay claim to the international revolutionary
tradition, Everything else will be carried by the tide to the
centrist tendencies that arc today growing in the Soclalist an
Communis® FParties, -

3) Our fraction could play a very different role were it
to enter openly and with its Bolshevik-Leninist banner into the
Spanish Bocialist Party, which is the traditional party of the
Spanish working-class, October creat8d a current in the Span-
ish 8,P, that is sympathetic to Bolshevism, If we work badly, -
if we continue to commit errors such as that incurred with the
Young Socialists, there is the great danger that we may push thé
progressive current in the S.P. into the arms of the Stalinists,
To sum up on ‘this point: if the néw party that you want 1o
found takes a clear pasition with regard to the Fourth Interna-
tional (as in America or Holland) it can play a very important
role nationally as a new. center of attraction, Under such cir-
cumstances the fusion ig to be desired.. But if the mew partly
comew forward as an instrument of "socialist-communist unifica=-
tion" - gomething like Paul Louis' Party of Proletarian Unity
(PUP) in France (Paul Louis was also at the Paris Conference of
the IAG) - thenm our adherence to such a party would be to 1li-
quidate our tendoncy, There would be no other road than to en~
ter the Socislist Party as a group in order to win over the
Young Socialists ond the most comscious vangmard elements to our
position, :

4y The question of Yorganizational discipline!, ¥You say
that the organization has rejected the two proposals and has de-
clared itself for the BOC point of view, Such a. decision by the
organization is to be lamented; but you as well as we know that

e




-1l
although there is & national organizeotional discipline, there is
=n internationsl organizetionel discipline also, In our opinion
your organizsli-y should discuss the matter agein, re-acquiring
yvour complete independsnce of the BOC and latting us know what
you @&scids, The utare of your orgenization depends entirely on
this,

~ 5) The Fersen ¢ase, We have Mo contect with thess comrades.
Thus we are not in & vposition to reach them in order to influ-
ence them ome way or the other, Ye ars sorry that the acted
on their own initiative without first arriving at an agreement
with their own national organization and the I.S. But we cannot
take upon ourselves the responsibility for any sort of sanction
in regards to thsm, The prestige and authority of our organizat-
fon must be establighed by means of a clear, firm, correct ba~-
2igy. If on the one hand you go so far as 1o gseek fusion with
the members of the Pertit Catald Proletari, you camnot on the o--
ther hond refuse collaboration with those comrades whod are clos-
est to you and who claim your own ideas, If yduiconsider i? use-
ful, you can invite comrade Fersen and the others to esteblish )
contact with us, so that we mev cnll on them to work together with
the orgsnization as they have dong herstofore,

.

YWe impatiently await news from you
Fraternally,
For the I.S.,
Martin

P.S. i shall write to you on the Workers Alliances in future.

. letters. Now that you have the proposed Open Letter for the
Fourth Internstional, which should be published after its discus-
sion &nd the szme time that we &ndicate, it would be well to see
if we canh liquidate our differencss with Maurin when said letiers
are read, ' : : : -

4

% * %*. * * * # * * * *

REPLY OF IMRC OF I.C.E.s TO THSH T,S4
(Full Text)

o Barcelona, July 21, 1935
To the International Secretariat,
Testeemed cormrades:

It would be insincere on our part if we were to say that
your letter came &s a surprise to us. Painful experisence has
demonstrated to us, to the point of satiety, that the digtin-
guighing features of what should be our highest international
organigm are:- its lack of understending, a etrange concept of
organization that lesds it to consider 1ts members as though
they were simple chess pawng to be moved over the board arbi-
trarily by en inexpert player, and¢ a fentastic speculation”
that congists in jugrling texts and resolutions capriciously,
and in sesing dévietions when they do not exist excepnting in
its own fancy, but which allows it on the one hand to pose as
the strictest defender of the most pure orthodoxy, and on .the .

-
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other to carry out the most startling and unexpected 'turns" with-
cut consulting the membership, -

Tn this régard, your attitude on the fusion of the Spanish
Communist Left with the Workers and Peasants Block is the limit,
However, you have so effectively managed to despoil yourselves
of all prestige and authority - remmmber your position on the
Lacroix case ~ that wvou wiil now be umable to achieve the result
to which your traditional incomprehensiod would certainly lead:
the demoralization of the I.C.®, membership, with the splitting
away of a section of it and the breax up of the remainder into-
two or three insignificant groups with no mass contact or fol-
lowing, ' ' _

Fortunately the orgamization is now of age and able to get
its bearings,‘and has, entirely within its rights, laid down
what it considers the policy best adapted to the interests of
the revolutionary movement of Spain, This policy, as you know,
does not coincide with the opinion of the FW.E,C., but the latter
which is only an instrument of the whole organization has done
nothing to impose itg policy by the methods of bureaucratic
centralism to which you are accustomed, and will exert all its
efforts to the strict fulfillment of the decisions arrived at
by almost uwnanimous vote of the membership,

To act in any other manner could only result in a general .
breakup without any benefit for our ideas, “If this did not hap-
pen, then we might be able to keep hold of an insignificant
maaleus which, to -your great satisfaction, would bear the pomp-
ous name - “Spanish Section of the I,C.L." But what real advan~
tage could the revolutionary movement gain from this?

It is therefore absolutely impossible for us to reopen the
discussion as you propose, Aside from the fact that the member-
ship of the I.C.,E. would in such a case tell us to go to the de-
vil and abandon our ranks in disgust, the seriousness and pres-
tige of the orgunization does mot allow us to retrace our steps ,
nor do the interests of the revolutionary movement allow us to
provoke such a-state of deception and disorientatiomns,

Furthermore, your conduct WithAregard to this question has
been so light-minded, so lacking in seriousness, as to destrof
whatever value and authority vour pra2aent advice might bhave,

When the fusion negotiations were first initiated you were
informed at once, You replied, telling us to continue tbem,
Following this; we have informad you regularly of the progress
of the negotistions, sending you all of the documents, For
' months and months you raised no objections and then all of a sud-
den just when we have reachecd an agreement with the B.0.C.,
you ask us to break off the negotiations and force our members
to join the Soeialist Party, which the immense majority of them
do not want to #7, To you not realize that this is impossible
in an organizati n with conscioug members who know how 1o think
for themselves? Csn you not see that this would be equivalent
to the "recognition of errors", the formula so dear to the Blhal-
inists? What is your concept of what a revolutionary organiz-
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ation should be? Do you imegine that from Geneva without having
made any effort to understand the real situation and with your
"political emigre" outlook you can manipulate the members of an
organization at your pleasure &as though they were marionettes?

The reasons thet vou give for recommending that we take

such en absurd attitude, which would make us ridiculous in the
eyes of all revolutionists, are aheolutely without foundation,

You quite graciously affirm thet the fusion is Yas you had
foreseen® limited to the absorption of the I.C,E, by the B,0.C,
Rut the fact that in your letter you say that in the documents
which we have sent you, the question of the Tnternational is mnot
even mentioned, leads us to suppose that you have not even read
them, as we have twice semt you the resolution devoted to this
question, This point alome is sufficient to judge you, and the
organization will consider it cufficient to demonstrate your
lack of seriousness, o

Absorption by the B,0,C.? On what do you base this claim?
The fusion is taking place on the basis of a program worked out
jointly, as a result of a discussion that has lasted for months,
end which contains a1l of owr fundamental principless affirm-
. ation of the international character of the proletarian revolu-
tion, condemmation of the theory of Socimlism in one country, .
of the démocratic dictatorship of the proletariat and peasamnt-
ry, defense of the USSR but with the absolute right to criti-
cize all the errors of the Soviet leadership, affirmation of
the failure of the Second and Thrid Internationals, and of the
necessity of re-establishing the unity of the international work-
ing class movement on & new basis, What more do you want? You
should have congratulated us for the victory obtained when we
menaged to get an organization that has long been characterized
. by its confusionism, to accept our fundamental principles,

- You forget all of this, which is the most important, in or-
. .der to concentrate on the secondary points and the fact that the
new Party is declaring its adherence to the Longdon-Amsterdam
Bureau, and you hurl at our heads. a whole lot of cheap litera-
ture telling us about "SAPist" centrism, about the French Party
“_of‘Proletarian.Unity, ete, etec, and then point out the advisa-
pility of getting the BOC to sign a manifesto calling for the
creation of the Fourth Intermational, ' '

: It is %er& eacy for us to refute your absurd arguments.
The important thing in the labor movement is not the name of
. the thimg but the thing itself. That the new party should be
called WORKERS PARTY OF MARXTIST UNIFICATION (B.0,C, & I.C.E.
unified) does mot at all mean that it has anything to do with
the opportunist party of Paul Louis and Co, The important point
. here is the thing itself and that thing is the irreproachably
 revolutionery progrem and tactics of the new party., The name
~1s the expressica of the great yearning of the masses for uni-
fication, but without meaning any concession in principle, At
this point all of your disquisitions on centrism and “SAPism"
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fall of their own weight as there is no trace of wither in the °
resolutions approved, And the ideological unity at which we
have so fortunately arrived, is so absolutely complete that the
N.E.C. hss not hesitated a moment in proposing the dissolution
of the fraction, What would be the purpose of the fractionm in
a party whoge program wé have helped to elaborate without any
of our principles being omitted? In the past we have accepted
the fraction as a lesser evil, As e principle the trué Bolshe-
vik rejects it, , ’ : f :

Fow for the question of the Internationsl, Tt is true

~thet. the Fourth International is not mentioned concretely in the

resolution that was adopted, slthough it is tacitly recognized,
What -else can "recomstruct intermational revolutionary unity on
2 ney basis'" mean, especially after affirming the bankruptcy of
the Second anfl Third Internationals? ' ' :

Haturally, the categoric recognition of the need for the =
Fourth: Tnternational would have been more satisfactory, but the
text that would give us this satisfection not being accepted, s
should w& have broken off the nepotiations and thereby dooned
the good possibilities offercd for drawing the new party into . .
the movement for the Fourth Internetional within a short time?
In any case, we cen assure ybu that the representative of the -
new party attending a future internetional conference will not
speak of the "secteriem idaalism of the eadherents of the Fourth
Internstional”, and that his position will be closer to the lat-
ter then it wiil be to the SAPists. :

The adherence to the London-Amsterdem Bureau is not due so.
mech to the suggestions of the B,0,C, as to our own opinion, as
we favor intervention in that movement, not in order to solidar-
ize ourselves with the centrists who inspire it, but rather in
order to take advantage of the opportunitisg that it offers us
for the propagation of our principles, just as do-the Bolsheévik-
Leninist groups thet have enterad sections of the Second Inter-

"In concldsion, let us say a word in reference to the Fersen
case, His exit has had no reprecussion at all in our orgamiza-

-tlon, which has unanimously condemned his conduct; his influence

is nil, TFurthermore, we suspect that he and the few ex-comrades
that’ followed him, acted from motives more pregmatic than ideal,
Besides, in spite of all their efforts they have not been able to
get the Socialist Party to admit themy, If you want to meintain
contact with themj that is your affair; our organization is not -
in the least imterested, : ‘ : o

. We camnot send you the information you request for lack of
time, On the other hand we do not believe that it could be of
Bery much value to you, with your fundamental lack of understand-
ing of Spanish affairs, With Communist greetings, =~ - B

Forr the N.E.C. of the T.C.E.
The General Sccretary S ,
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POSITION OF THE LEFT WING OF THE W.P.U.S. ON THE NEW PARTY IN SPAIN

The dispute between the Interpational Secretariat and the
Spanish Commumnist Left (I.C,E,) over the question of themroad
t0 the organization of the Spanish party for the Fourth lInter—
national is of utmost importance to the whole Bebor movement,
The two documents published here, one by the IS and one by the .
I.C.E., present both sides of the argument, The following let~
ter gives the position of the Left Wing of the Workers Party -
of the United States on this question, ;

* L R * * * * % I

o

CL L ~ o Wew York, Sept, 14 1935 #

To the comrades of the I.C.E.:= Co S
We have carefully studied your programmatic theses for fus-

ion with the B,0.C. (Maurin group) as well as the material con- .-

tained in the Internal Bulletins sent us by comrade Andrade,

The following is our opinion concerning your problemss

~ °-  Fow, on the eve of the unification of the I.C.E, with the .
B,0.C., after months of negotiation of which the IS was fully = —..
informed, end dwring which period the IS did not make any erite i

{cism of the negotiation proceedings, the IS now suggests that -~
the whole plan be dropped and that the I,C.E,, #nstead, liquid-
ate into the Socialist Party, Im its letter, the IS says: “our
faction could play & very different role were it to enter open- -
1y and with its Bolshevik~Leninist bamner into the Spanish So=
. clalist party, which is the traditional party of the Spanish. -
working~class,™ Your organizstion corredtly rejects this gou__rso, :
although for a period last spring, the W.E.C, had supported.a -
policy of fusing with the B,0.C, in Catalonis end entering the
5,P. as a faction, in tle r@st of Spain., This attitude of ¢ap-
itulation to the new ICL orientation was rejected by the member-.
ship although Fersen and Co, were logt in the shuffle, In re~
spect to its refusal to enter the S,P, as well as in its strug-
gle againet the arbitrary organizational methods of the IS, the .
Spanish section has our full support as can be seenfrom our doc-
- uments dealing with the new orientation when it was raised for .
France, Belgium, etc, We need not present a detailed argument
“here against the line of the IS in their attempt to liquidate
our Spanish section as they have’other sections. This is the
opportunist "road to the masses", .

: . However, a few things must be said in criticism of our .
spanish section, . What is the political base of your fight a-
rainet the new turn? Do you congider the theoretical motiva=- :
ions underlying the new turn of the ICL to revolve around prin-
ciple guestions,.or did you oppose the so-called French turn
merely on tactical grounds? To ug the fundamental thing is not
the $ntdpokassif, but the theoretical motivations, of which
entry is only a part, Unlegs you understand the principle ques-
tion involved you will encounter grove difficulties shead, We
have no documents from the Spanish sectlom that clearly define
thig question, but can only surmise from your vecillatlons of
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~ last gpring that you consider it a ta.ctical,{;uesticn. o

~ In regard to the fusion program adopted by representatives
of the two grovos working for unifieation in Spain, wecan only
g8y that om ti:w basic Marxian questions, as ligted in your let-
ter to the I8, you wore wble te pull the Maurin group far te
the deft, However, w& agree with the IS that your progrem is
very weak en the guestion of the Fourth Imternational, In fact,
the formula for a new imternaticrnl as sitated by your document
could be adepted by any of the centrist groups with Two arnd a .
Half International programs, The cmbiguity of your progrem on
this peint admits of segsral interpretations as do also the re- - .
ferences to a "single party", vhich may or may not mean "ergan- o
ic unity ef S.P. and C.P. ~ 5

%

We have declared eur opposition in principle to the new

turn of the ICL, and have peointed out the dagrfiuxsatel effects .

of this new orientation on the ¢reation of the Fourth Interna=- -
tional and the various national parties of the Fourth Interna-

“tiomnal, But the crestion of parties with an arbizuous position

on the question of the Fourth Internatiomsl which gives the up—~
pver Fand to the centrists of the London-Amgterdam Bureau is al-
so detrimental, In the popularizstion of slegans for the Fourth
International we have no cbjectiens to speaking of the unifica-
tien of Bocialist and Communist workers fer a mnew Merxlan Im- . .
ternationsl, ete, but in the progrometic documents 1t rust be
macde clear that this means a new Feutih International and not

an ambiguocus or Two and g Half Internatiomal position, Then

it could not be utilized by the Qentrists of the IaG London-An-
gterdan Bureeu, It must be made clear that the new party in-
tends o stand on ite own feet as an independent force and natb

a itgpging—stonef for unity between the present C.,P. and the pres-
en [T ] ' ' , :

It is not incorreet to carry on faction work in the London=
Amsterdam Bureou, but we are opposed to the liguidation of our .
independent internatienal rallying center into the London-Amgier=
dam movement just as we are against the liquidetion of our inde=-
pendent groups into the Socialist Parties, The RSAP carries on
faction work in the I,A.G., and if they were not tied down by -
the new turn of the .ICL, even though Saeevllet voted sgainst il
at the Paris Plenum, Oct, 1934, “for tactical reasons", it could
be far more effective, There is a left group in the SAP exert-
ing left pressure on the Icndon~Amstendam Buresu sven though the’
SAP leaderBhip has moved to the right since the Pact of the Four,

The fact that the ICL has assumed a "monopoly" over the
glogan of the Fourth Intermsticnal, and becauwe the new false
turn of the ICL is a stumbling bloc iun the road of building a .
strong international cénter coordineting the forgces for a Fourth
International, is no reason for owr forces to meke the same blun~
der in relation to the I.A.G. that the ICL makes in relatiom

to the parties of the Second International. e
The ish Communidt Left should not dissolve itself in-

to the Soclalist Party, but should prgeaad 1o organize the new
party upon the Marxist program already adopted, However, the



PROGRAMATIC THESES | -t

As a basis of fusion between the Workers and Peasants

Block and the Bpanish Commurist left, and the creation

of the - WORKERS PARTY OF MARXIST UNIFICATION .
* * * * * * - * * * * * %

The Problem of Marxist Un’“ication
' ‘ I

The history of all workers revolutions, victorious and defeat-
ed, and especially the experience of the revolution now under way
in Spain, demonstrated that if om the one hand a gr8at united front
of all workers is mecessary (Soviet, Workers Alliance, etc,), there
is needed on the other hand, the equally indispensible strong rev-
olutionary party which muat in reality be the hub, nerve and brain
-of the broad united front,

Without a’reVOlutionary party of the working class, the vice
tory of the socialist revolution will not be possible, .
¢ IT
This great revolutionary party does not yet exist in our
country, and yet the necagsity fer the creation of the revolution-
ary party destined to bring the revolutionary victory becomes daily
more ungent, - :

The Socialist Party is not the party meeded for the revolutionm,
because in spite of its partial rectification, the B.P. comtinues
to be fundamentally a social democratic party., Three opposing ten-
dencies co=exist within it: _

1) ~ & right tendency; reformist to the marrow, faithful copy
of the German Social Democracy, led by Besteire, Saborit, Trifon,
gomez, ' .

2) « A center tendency which is also reformist with a repub-
lican tinge, its sole aspiration being to help the petty bourgecis
republicans regain power so that they can repeat their past poli-
cies which have already had such disastrous consequences ﬁbr.the
revolution, The Center tendency led by Prieto and the majority
of the parliamentary fractions and in actual control of the party
Jeadership today, refuses to recognize the necegsity for the WOrke=
ing class of winning state power,

3) = An epenly revolutionary tendency, represented by the So-
cialist Youth and an important fraction of the party itself. This
tendency struggles resqlutely against the reformist tendency,

Feither the Sociallst Party as a whole, or even a majority of
it, really desires a revolutionary solution; this is sought only

by the left fraction, ‘ ‘

To a lesser extent than even the $,P,, could the Communist
Party of Spain be comsidered the bolshevik perty of oqr.revolutlon.
The weakness of its cadres, its sudden changes of policy by order
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from Moscow, its absolute lack of internal democracy, its ever
sharper drifting from traditional bolshevism, its slight influence
among the masses, ite abgsolute lack of understanding of the char-

acter of our revolution, and its recently acquired degire to trail
behind republicen parties, all these things more than sufficient-
1y indicate that it is mot the party of the revolutiomn.

Neither the Workers and Peasants Plock (Iberian Communist
Federation) nor the Commmist Left, because of their relatively
small numerical strength, expect to be comnsidered by itself as the
center of the revolutionary party, . :

ITT ) , . .

 The great ReVgl?tionary Socialist (Communist) Party will be ‘ -
formed by the gathering together of all that is sincerely revolution- ¢
ary Merxist in the labor movement: The Workers and Peasants Block .

(¢,I.F.) and the Communist Left, in acdition to the mew revolution-
ary force “that will rise under the impetus of Marxist unity, to-

- gether with those elements who have dropped out temporarily be-
cause of the division existing in the revolutionary labor movement,

-+ .- The Workers and Peasants Block and the Communist Left do not
believe that by the simple act of fusing with each other they will
heve transformad themselves eutometically into the revolutionary
party, but rathse they simply consider this fusiomn a step forward
and as a transitory, provisional stage on the road to definite rev-
olutionery ‘Marxist integration, These two organizations do not
pretend‘to‘set?up,aidefinite party but propose rather, to carry on
“intensive work for complele revolutionary Marxist unification, na-
tionally and internmationally, in the conviction that the &dea of a
- gingle revolutionary Marxist party will finally impose itself and
that in the same way internationally, world revolutionary unity of
the proletariat will be re~ggtablished on new bases, OVer the’
headg of the already outgrown Second and Third Internationals,

v

The Unified Party cieated by the fusion of the.Workers and
Pessants Block (Iberian Communist Federction) and the Cormunist
Left, will incorporate $igelf into the movement for complete rev- .
olutionary Marxist unification as soon as the principle of Marxist
unity has triumphed inside the 5.0 and C.P. IR

Therefore, not considering itself as.definite, the Unified -
pParty which comes out of the fugion of these two organizatlions
takes a temporary name: i.e, Workerg Party of Varxist Unification, -

For a while, as long as it ig considered necessary for the sense
of the unification to become understood, the following parenthesis
may be used following the party's name: (Unified Workers and Pea-
sants Block and Cormmunist Left) or simply (Umnified W.P.B. and C.L.)

During a perioa.of‘an election Qampaign, if the Qayty does
not form an elsctoral coalition for the purpose of galming broader
- popular support, the general expression: Workers and Peasants

Block may be used, -




new Spanish party must come out openly for the Fourth Interna= .
tionel, Tge Spanish party must organize faction work in the = .
I.A.G. as does the RSAF, with thedietinction that instead of ob= .-
g;ct;vely carrying out the line of the "French Turn® group, the
anich Party must fight in the I A:G, for the clear cut Marx< -

{an road to the Fourth International,

With Commmist greetings,
. Tor the Beft Wing of the
Workers P\arty of the ¥.S.

Figo Oehler ... . .....ocoom ,
Roealic HWegrete

| TOWARDS MARXIST UNITY -
(Article appearing in La Batalla, orgen of the B,0.C, August 23, '35)
By Andres Ein | |

‘ ~ The Workers and Peasants Block and the Cemmunist Left have
iua‘b taksn an important step on the road toward unity, The

i»t"

oint cormission designated to elaborate the bases of agreement

bes satisfactorily finighed its work., The fusion inte a single
‘party of these twe organizations who umtil e few months.ago.-had-. . .. -
engaged in fierce cembat, cen be congidered an accomplished '
faect for we have not the glightest doubt that the task realized

by the commission will be enthuslasticaldy seconded by the mem-

bership of both organizations. | ' '

Fo clags=conscious worker will fail to see the importance
- of this firet step which is not lessgened by the fact that the
majerity of the parties that participated in the negotiations
‘at the outget withdrew to their tents, bearing the historic re-
sponsibility of turning their backs on that which is the ardent
will of the entire proletariat, o o . :

. The step taken is of indisputable {mpostandance for two rea=
?. ns: The first, Wécause with this partial fusion the possibil-

1ty of & much broader unification is demongtrated; the second

. because it &oints out the read to be follewed which is no’b’tfuat*
of unification for its own sake, but on the firm basis of abso-
Tute agreement in principle and on the fundamental tactiecs.

It is on this second point that we wish to be 'particuléi'l'y‘
gnsistent, as it is, in our opinion, of the greatest ilmportance.

N w0

‘The working tlass of our country has need of & powerful
centralized party, Without it, the will to struggle ﬂmt_ani@
mates the toiling messes, the fountain of energy and herolsm
which it possesses will be steailized, Tte triumph over the.
bourgeoisie, without which the spanish Revélution will inseit-
_ ably flow into Fasciem, will be impossible, -

1t is evident that at. the present moment the Spanish pi'0~ -
letariat has mno such party. But on the other hand, inside the



present parties and smong the thousands of workers who stand a-

'Joof from them awsiting the appearance of a political force ca~

pable of inspiring them with the necesgsary confidence, there .
are more than enough elements for the creation of a party that

_could sweep all before it and tarn the course of events towards
groletarien viectory, To gather together these elements, coord~ -

nate their action, this is the most urgent task of the moment.. .

_ But to realize this fusion would not represent progress, '
but rather retrogression if it were carried out at the expense

of fundamental principle concessions, In such a cas8 we would
achiev® the crestion of am orgenization with a large member-
ghip, but which would turn out to be ineffective for actions we- -
woulé be forging a weapon that would break in the first serious
combaty we would be raising up en edifite that would topple un~
der the effects of the first wind-storm, .

i*he objection will be raised - Mast we then create a sect~
arian ga.r‘ty characterized by the purity of its piinciples-hut |
incapable %’ leading the masses? By no means, The radicaliza~

tion of the toiling masses of our country, the irresistable left-

ward evolution of a great pert of the Spcialist Party and espe~
clally of its Youth, and the need of drawing the Spanish Rev-
olution out of the doldrums in which the parties of the petty
bourgeeisie have left it, forcibly imposes upon us the creation
of a mass workers party the effectivenegs of which will be mea-
pured precisely by ite greater or lesser identification with
the principles of revolutionary Marxism, ot to follow this
course - which is that laid down by the BOC and the ICE in their’
fusion ~ is to lead the labor movement to another certain defeat,

We afe absolutely certain that this first step will be &
pewerful stimulus to the revolutionary workers of the whole

country, that within their own organizations they will pose sharp-

1y the question of unity, and that in a short period of time no
one can oppose the fulfiilmen‘c of the furvent longing of the
Spanish proletariat without bringing upon himself the most in-
tense hostility of the working class, which will consider as
traitors to its cause &hose who try .to maintain the présent dl=
viaion, D
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