L4 @ T B RN ATIONLE 3 UL L 2 T I N
€ Vol 1 No. 7 JanlOth 1962

Donation Price Fourpence

FLAGRANT ANTI=-LIAFT BIAS IN ..ri%.07.L OF C.ITDID.TSS

Long-stanling left winger rejected — former leading fascist accopted

Nothing could illustrate the anti-left bias in the present system of
the approval of Parliamentary candidates than the the recent case of where Coun-
ciller Donis Hobden was rejected and lir. Lesley Jones approved., This action was
taken at thé safie opganisational’sub-committes of the NG of the Labour Party
which rejected Zrnie Robetts. We are indebted to Tribune of the 5/1/62 which has
brought this shocking casc out into the open in Francis Flavius' column,

411 readors who have not read thu article should do so, briefly the
facts aro that Lesley Jones joined the Labour Farty in 1953 after 16 years conn-
ection with llosley's Union movement. As recsntly as 1951 he duputised for lMosley
when the latter was unable to speak at a meeting. (Tribune on its front page says
that he was a branch sucretary of the Union movement as late as 1959 — we think
this must be a printing orror). In 1957 and 1958 he was rejected by tho NIC asa
candidate, so no one can say that tho full information about him isn't known to
the membors of the NiC, Councillor Denis ilobden, a trade unionist since 1934,
Joined the Labour Party as soon as he was able in 1944 (as a civil servant he
could not join beforec then) and has held a varioty of jobs including Constituency
socuetary. Ile has boen given no reason for his rojection.

This question of the accoptance of candidates is no unimportant issue.
In the rscent struggles over defence and clause four, the Parliamentary labour
rarty has been well to the right of the Labour Party as a whole., Owing to the
undemocratic set-up of the Labour Party, the ONLY RIASON GAITSKELL IS TILZ LEADM
IS BiCAUSTE OF HIS CONTROL OF T PARDIMDAITARY LABOUR PARTY. It is clear that
he is using the mothod of candidates having to obtain approval as a means to ensure
the continuation of his domination of the Parliamentary labour party.

The loft must wage an all out campaign on this question. Not merely
because of the monstrous injustice of this and other cases, but bocause what is
at stalke is tho presavation of the romnants of Party delocracy. lMoreover, victory
on this front would do much to tilt the balance of forces of the wholo struggzle,
Conveorsely dofeat on this issue would ba vory serious indeed at the present stage
of struggle. Wo nced not have any illusions about Parlaiment to see the differ—
cnce between having a Parliamentary labour party prodominantly made up of men of
kirnie Robert's calibre and ono” oven more dominated by barristoers and the like
of Losley Jonos. On this issuc it should be possible to make common ground with
the large majority of the rank and file of the Labour, even those who have diff-
ercent vicws to the left on such questions as defonce. By such a blatant move
the IWEC have givon to us an opportunity to mount a really powerful campaign and
got the right wing on the run.

CARLTON LADOUR PARTY PROTEST AGAINST ROBIRT!'S RAJACTION

At its last meoting the Carlton constituency Labour Party passced a

resolution condemning the rejsction by the Ni¢ of irnic Roberts candidacy of
Horsham for Parliament.

CENTRAL NOTTINGIIAII YOUNG SOGIALISTS FOLLOW SUIT

At its meeting on Thursday the 4th of January the Central Nottingham
Young Socialists passed a similar resdution to that of Carlton Labour Party.

NOLRTH NOTTINGHA YOUNG SOCIALISTS OFPOSE PANLTAMENTARY GAG

For their resolution to the annual confercnce of the Young Socialists,
the North Nottingham branch has framed o rosolution opposing tho new standing
orders for the Parliamentary labour party which will offoctiv ely regimont all
Labour's lf.P.s into carrying out the CGaitskell linc, The roesolution has been
approvsd in principle by the constitusncy (this has to be done befors the resol-
ution can go forward) and is being reworded in light of the discussion,

THYS WHITE MAN'S MISSION IN AFRICL?

Welensky, Voorwoed and some of Dritain 'ultras' such as Lord Salisbury
are fond of talking of the 'white man's mission in Africa' and his civilising role,
At a court in Johannesburg, 4/1/62, an ifrican agsd 20, was ontencod to 8 strokes
of the cane., Iis crime? telling a white woman she had nice leg®» No printable commern:-
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£85 .MILLION FALL IN GOLD RESERVES “

4s promiscd in the provious bulletin, we arc going intothis question in
a little more detail., This is becausc it is importent to undorstand that the pre—
sent policies of the Tory Government do not arise out of their stupidity or hatred
of the working class, but from a real crisis of British capitalism, This in turn
needs to be undsorstood when considering the possible political svolution in the
coming months - the postmaster goeneral is quitc correct when he sayd that he is.
not standing firm against the post office workors because he is pig~headed., He
nay be a pig-headed man - we don't know tho gentleman = but the main motive force
to his stubbornness is the determination of the Tories to peg wages in an offort
1o put the burden of the crisis on to the backs of the workers and to retain
the confidence of their continential capitalist friocnds. The weaknoss shown when
the electricity agreement breached the wages pause shook the faith of the big
continental bankers in the Tories! ability to stabilise the pound. Onc of the
by-products of this was doubt about the wisdom of loaving their money, attracted
by the high interest rates,in the London monoy market,

The balance of payments ecrisis has boen one main exprec~sions of the
wider crisis of British capitalism. Internal inflation, overseas military apend-
iture, welfare state and Keynesian economics all contribute, but are in practice
merely the by-products of British capitalism's attempts to adapt itself to modern
conditions and the threat of social change, Inded DBritish capitalism has managed
to prevent a slump of the 1929 varicty, but only hy transferring the offects of
the chronic crisis of DBritish capitalism to cther ficlds. It may be said that they
have succeeded in modifying the tempo of the crisis but have not by any moans
monaged to solve the basic contradictions of capitalism, Hence we can see the
dangers of the policies of the right wing who merely want to intensify all the
very policies whicﬁ;ﬁxﬂping to give risc to the balance of bayments crisis,

The fall of £85 millions in the gold reserves during December was larg-
ely due to the usual year—end bayments on the U.S, and Canadian post—war
looans amounting to £67 millions. Bven so, this leaves a loss of £18 millions in
normal transactions, compared with a corresponding gain of £59 million in Novemba
(of which £50 millions was used to make o repayment to the I.M.F.) In this first
place, the big total drop demonstrates that British capitalism is not earning
enough balance of payments surplus that is needed to meet these snnual debt _ |
payments, let alone providing for overseas investment and 'aid's All the latter
is still financed by the precarious reserves or out of short-term funds atiracted
to London from abroad.

Secondly, the December loss brings home how unreliable is the inflow
of these short-term funds, farly in December, rumours of a possible revaluation
of the Italian lira and the Swiss franc (both without foundation) were sufficient
to drain away large funds from London although they had only coue in during Oectoboer
and November., At the ond of tho year, further larzc awounts of mongy wore withdr—
awn from both New York and London by Continental cormmorcial banks for the purposas
of 'window dressing! of Year—-end balance shects,

Botween iugust and November there was a total of inflow into London
of some £300 millions: scen against this trend tho revorsal in December was only
small, Dut the Bank of inglondt''s "Quarterly Bulletin" points out that the inflow
during August and September seems to hav: been duc primarily to tho rovorsal &f
short term positions, 2e8s, the rebuilding of abnormally low balances held in
storling, including inter-company accounts,

Thus we sec that even as a short-term deviee the attempt to get over
the balance of bayments crisisby attracting short-term funds is extremely limited

apa?t from the long—term disadvantagzes which have been ocutlined in a previocus
article in the bulletin,

BALANCE OF PAYMENTS CRISIS IN JAPAN

We hear much about the 'West Cermnn miracle! in the economic field, but
since thc end of the war the recovery and subsequent rate of growth of the Japan.se
economy is oven more remarkable. For soveral years a rate of 10-11% increase was
achieved,a rate only achieved in the workors' states. On the basis of massive U.S.
investment, the vast internal markot created by the post-war agrarian reform and
the vast reserves of labour which help to koep down wages oven in o time of boom
the Japanose economy has surged forward, but now tho same laws arising from the
contradictions of capitalism are beginning to moke themselves felt. There is a
close parallel between Germany and Japan (with the rofugees supplying the vast reser-~
ves of labour in the W. Gemman case) and we can berhaps see a littlo of W, Germany!'s
future by locking at Japan today.

Continued over/



Japanosﬁw.lnnoa of puymonts crisis continuod/

' €

' The prosent crisis in tho Japansess balance of Poyments dates from the
boginning of 1961 whon it was clear that the gap on trade account was widening.
This became a certainty when the gold and foreign exchange reserves began to fall

in Moy as many in Japan had foreceast.

_ What trends have given rise to this crisis? tho Tirzst in that of imports
‘.&uch have boen soaring all through 1961 through » number of coauses, One is the
investment boom which has been £0ing shead harder than ever now that exporters
have the proscpet of import liboralisaticn by next October., It is important +o ba
as competitive as pessible by then. Another cause is the doubling of the national
income plan in ten years. “hen the targets of this plan wersc published in the
spring each industry hastoned its breparation not only to produce its share of the
1970 target but a larger share.

Tho second main factor for the crisis is tho stagnation of evports,
mainly due to the U,S. rocession which is now ending., The U.S, takes about one-
third of total Japansose exports. Tho problem thus facing Japan is t¢ increase
tho export of light industrial products to Western industrialised countrics and
oxports of heavy industrial &oods to under—developed countries.

4% the moment the former suffer from discrimination under article 35
of G.A.T.T. (General Agrcement on Trade and Tar iffs) on the part of mosi Vestern
countries which explain the determination of the Japanese Government to liberalisec
or free from import quotas s 90 per cont of her import trade by Octobesr lst. The
Japaneso Government knows that no complaint about article 35 will te listened to
until this has been done. Illany industriaiists arc undoubtably nervous about the
offects of this move,.

As for the export of heavy industrial #oodsy such as electrisal gone -
ating sots to under-develpped countries, Japan on the whole has higher custs
in those soctors of industry thanWestern countries. She does, however, mostly
havo lower transport coststo markets like India and the countries of Scuth-Jiack
Asia,

The other difficulty is that these countries are short of capital to
pay for these products and whon they receive loans they are oftentiud. Thus tho
best hupe in the immediate future, and Japan knows this, is to export light vroducts
to the West. What measures has the Jopancse Government token up to +the Iresent to
deal with tho crisis? All moasures have been taken through the medium of credit
restriction and not by increased import quotas. The country!'s difficultics were
clearly due to the internal boom. In July the commercial banks were asked to mnle
a 10 per cent cut in thoir loans extended to customers for the purpose 7 eapital
investment,

The bank rate was roised in the same month and again in Septonber,
Put the chief means of control is through the loans extonded by the Bank of Japan
to the commercial hanks, Sinco the commercial banks are already extended to thair
limit they can only make further loans if thoy aro matchod by yon for yer loans
from the Bank of Japan., The lattor will never, in fact, rofuse a loaa but it
may charge cne of the renalty rates which may be as high as nine per cent.

Basically the crisis is caused by the contradiction betwion the rapidly
growing industrial power and the almost stagnant purchasing power of the Japanas»
Puiople, hence then excessive dependence oa exports (Selwyn Lloyd p.iease notel!
the upshot being the instability of the Japanese 2concmy and te quote the eeonomws
document adopted at the Sixth World Congress of the Fourth Internationals "...%he
inevitable awckening of the most exploited masses, together with greater sconomic
instability, will end by creating in Japan a situation that is the most explosive
of all the capitalist countries,"

A GREAT AMERICAN VICTORY

It is not only the workors! states which can rocord economiz successes,
according to the HEconouist of 30/12/61, certain legislation in tho United States
achieved its purposes "..the acreage planted was tho leastfor fifty years ond the
acroage harvested was the least since records wore first kept in 1909  [lowever
thore was a gloomy side: "eosyiolds wont up, by 4 per centes...as 2 result in Fhe
end this yoar's total output is only slightly below last year's record" and as a
roesult the adminstration is introduce a plan to drastically reduce agricultural
production, Thus whilst two thirds of world's population is under-fod and millions
die each year from malnutrition and starvation the leading capitalist natisn cuts
down food production, Is any other evidence necessary of the complete rotteures
of capitalism?



BIRMINGHAM TRADSS COUNCIL IS3ULS ANTI-COLOUR BAR LIAWLET )

.

10,000 copies of a leaflot ontitled "Brotherhoed of lfan" are tobe
distributed in Birmingham by the Trados Couneil., Tho loaflet is designed to pro—
vide a constructive answer to the large amount of racial propoganda which is rife
in Dirmingham. In question and answer form it deals with 10 of tho most commonly
used slanders against tho coloured people. It demonstrates that even if thoere
were no coloured people at all in the country that there would still be a housing
problem and puts the altornative of housing being a social servics and not a fiq‘g
of profit-ncking. It reminds the recaders that coloured workoers have always shownm
the utmost solidarity with their white brothers during strikes. It poses trade
union membership and working class unity as the best means of protection in rel--
ation to redundancy etc. At the last meating of thoe Council delegates placed their
orders for copies and made arrangements to distribute thom.

YOK SHTIE FaDERATION OF TRADES COUNCILS CONDAMN MIECCA COLOUR BAR.

4% its last meoting on the woeckend of 6th/7th January, the Yorkshire
federation of Trades Councils, representing 36 Councils, passed an emergoncy
rosolution calling upon the liecca ballroom, Dradford to 1ift their colour bar
restrictions on admission., It also call%%dgpcn all a sections of the trade union
movenment and labour party to do the same  oppose the Mecca policy. Tho meeting
also condemned the Government's Colour bar Tmmig?® ation Bill,

MASS PLOTEST MARCH AGAINST COLOUAR BAR BILL IN LONDON

is previously reported in the Dulletin the ICF is organising a march
through London this Sunday the 14th of Jamuary, starting a 2,45 for the Marble
Lrch, Hyde Park, It will proceecd from thore to Trafalgar Square. lany immigr .ant
organisations will be taking part in the march, including a group of West Indian
hosptial workers in uniform. Trade union, Co-operative, Labour and Young Social-
ist organisations will be taking part with thoir banners,

Organised with only short notice, a bus is to go from Nottingham to
take part. People from several Young Socialist branchs, the Afro Asian Wost Indian
Union, CND, University Socialists etc. will be travelling down,

CIVIL SHRVANTS START 'WORK TO RULGE' JANUARY 17th,

The 145,000 members of the Civil Servants Clerical Association will
begin their work to rule on January 17th unless the Covernment relents™its
attitude towards pay arbitration agrcoments. In the current issue of 'Red Tape!?,
the union's journal, the gencral sceretbry, George Green, gives a guide as to how
the work to rule will be put into cffect,

The C,S.C.A. has members in all major Government departments (War,
Pensions, Inland Revenue, otc.) and thero — as in the Post Office — work goets done
not by rules but by good will, he Post Office itself will be hit on another
front - for C.S5,C... membors are concerned with meking up telephone accounts,
"No one can complain."™ says Mr. Green, "If officers carry out their duties in
accordance with well-defined instructions.....Working to rule will mean that the
"stoff toke no risks and meticulously check at cach stage that work is being done
according these instructions" In the typing and machine fiejgs, working to rulc
would have "an immediate ond obvious effect on output. It would be pointless to
ask for their observance of working to rule while clerks continued to use type—

writers, Working to rulec would imply that clerical officers must write out and
not type their work,"

DURIWSHIRE MIWERS START WACE CAMPLIGN

Derbyshirets 32,000 miners are setiing the pace for a national wage
claimg campaign., They have prepared and issuecd an cight page pamphlot "Smash the
Wage Frecze", thousands of leaflots putting their case and hundreds of double~crowm
postors calling on the pit-men to propsre for action to win a rise of 3s.4d. per
shifte In addition they have announced plans for cight mass meotings, the first
of which is this Saturday the 13th at tho Cheosterficldiiiners! Welfare at 10, 30.

On Sunday 14th, also 10.30 there will bo neotings at Alfreton, Shirebrook and
Joeanor, The following Sunday the 2lst, mootings at Staveley, Vhitwell, Ilkeston
and Glapwell, All trado unionists, Labour Party members, cspecially Young Socia-
lists should link themsolves with this campaipgn.

U.S.DA.We PLANS COF PUBLIC ACTIVITY

4t its last mesting the Nottingham Contral branch of U,S.D.iA.T,. agreed
to support the Trades Council Spring Campaign by supplying public speakers in the
Uity Centre. It also requested the Trades Council to consider moking such activity
an all the year round practice.



LuUu Ly J.!E\[_U JU DO Ll IV Geal!

x_J From several towns come reports that Christmas school-lcavers are
finding it hard to get a job., The Youth omployment officor in Doncaster said,
4 "It is a scrious situation. By the time the Summer school-leavers were fixed up

we just had no vacancies lsft for the noxt batch," Only 140 of the 300 leavers

have found jobs in Doncastsr., In Yorkshire's Don Valley, Thorne and Goolc areas

423 out of 853 school-leavers are still leoking for worlk. Livorpeol, with over

2500 juveniles uncmploy:d before Christmas, school~leavors joined the hunt for work
ﬁn an arca which is particularly short of apprenticeships and training schemes.

There, Mr. .7, Jenks said that, "the situation is not nsarly as hopeful as it

was 12 months ago."

A one or two point drop in industrial production, as a result of
Government policy, may scem a small affair; but thise young pcople are really
foeling the effects of Dritain's crisis.

WAST NOTTINGIAN YOUNG SOCIALISTS SUPPORT ALGERTAN STRUCGGLE

The Wegt Nittingahm Young Socialists have adopted a resolution for
the Young Socialig%n%%nference which pledges full support for the F.LN. and
Algorian Provisional Government, It calls upon the Labour movoment to support
their Algoedian brothors in deeds and not just words by supplying money, etc. for
the fight against Prench imperialisms It also calls for the oxpulsion of the {
ldlet 'Socialist! Party from the 2nd International and in particular the lMollet
youth orgenisation from the I.U.Y.S.. Those organisations should make way for
the ropreserntives of the United Socialist Party, which was formed by socialists
who broke away from or were expelled from Mollet's party becausc of their oppos—
ition to the latter's 100 per cont support from French imperialism in Algeria,

SAST MIDLANDS SCHOOL ON ALGERI.

The Scuth Nottingham Federation of Young Scoianlists has organised a
a school on Algeria to be held on 2lst of January in Nottingham. The speoker will
be John Baird, editor of Free Algoria.

QUASTIONNAIRRI C/AMPAIGN STARTS

The previously mentioned questionnairre campair~ has made a start in
Nottingham, lMombers of the North Nottingham branch made a siaall sample canvas
a week or so after Xmas. The exporience thoy gained w’ll be of considerable help
in framing the final form of the quostionnairre. At the last meeting of the South
Nottinghamshire Federation of Young Socialists tho campaign was discussed and all

the branches have boen askod to draw up plans to get the campaign underway.

SIRENBURG CRITICISES SOVIAT AUTHORTTTES BAEFORII 1,000

Hundreds wero turned away from tho lloscow Polytechnic Musocum whon Ilya
Bhronburg road extracts from tho as yet unpublished 4th and 5th volumes of his
momoirss  The crowd of over 1,000 heard him say,when asked how he managed to sur-—
vive the Stalin era, that somotimes life was like a lottery ticket — he had "drawn
a lucky mumber," When asked about his feelings when he heard of the death of
Pastornak, he said that the four line announcemont of Pasternak's death wos unwo-
rthy of a great Russian poet." at which point #n audicnce burst into applause.

The young Russian poet, Yevtushenko, whose recent denunciation of a
antl-semitism in Russian provoked charges of "py, my cosmopolitan", cte,, has
replied in the form of a DO e, This poem has not so far been published by the
Soviet press, but has appeared in the Pelish "Polityka" and goes boyond just a
charge of anti~semitism., e have appended the text, as per Guardian report as a
supplement,

FRANCE — TROTKYISTS CALL FOR ! SELF-DIF.QICHE UNITS!

In a statement issued in connection with the Docember 19th demonst—
rotions and strikes the Parti Commniste Internationaliste, the French scction
of the Tourth International, while calling for full support said that '"this strike
mist not be a final aim in itself...' the workors organisations should 'bhuild a
united front against the OAS..' and 'organise in order to destroy it self defence
groups which will not wait for the nction of the of the gaullist regime which is
unable to oppose fascism.!

IS THT GOV.IRNIMENT R.ISPONSIBLE FOR TIOUSLNDS OF DiATHS?

During the recent cold spell there was an enormous increase in the death
rate, mest of tho deaths being the vory old and the very young. The latter reap
most benefit from welfare foods, which since the Govarnment imposed charges upon them
hove been used much less. (Orange juice —60% ,Cod liver oil ~70%, Vitamins A &D=54%)




CYLON = 62 SiillATORS iND 1M.P.s CiLL FOL ILIVISION OF THOTSKY'S TRAIL \

£
The Lanka Sama Samaja Party (Ceylon Socinlist Party), Coylon secé’on
of the Fourth International, has orgaonised o big campaign for the revision of -
tho loscow trials and Trotsky's casse. In o lotter to the I.S. hey report that
62 senators and members of the House of Representatives had signed so far o letter
addressed to Khrushchov calling for thesec stops to be takon.

L4 "
Our Ceylon comrades stated in their lettor that thoy had not taken ‘
any signa tures from mombers of the U.N.P., (the extremc right wing) or from

Cabinet Ministers. The signnaturcs camo from our Party, the SLIP (the Government
Party), tho 2P and the Tamil Foderal Party. Ono copy of the petition went direct
to Iloscow and a duplicate (also with original signatures) to tho Soviet cmbassy

in Ceylon,

CEYLON = :IG STUIKD WAV

In a report to the I.S. our comradess stotes

"eessae arc having a wave of strikes. The CTB Goneral strike (which
started with the support of tho SLFP union also) was a groat viectcry, not only
from a trade union angle, for the party, but also politically (since the Prime
Minister was oxposed as having statod falsehoods)

"heroas porhaps as much as 75% of the CTB workors had carlier boon
pro=SLFP politically, ofter the strike the situation is quite different, with us
as the prineipal gainers., The harbour strike is also a complete one in Colombo
(i.c., the workors of tho Port Cargo Corporation,) Therc arc several unions, but
we have managed in rioking the real issuc that of the monthly "*®Pnot attached
to any norm), in epite of the confusion apread by the other unions. If we win,
it will be a great stop forward, gencrally stren gthening the self-confidence
of the working.class.

"The il workers and bank clerks may follow, Also carly 1962 a big
strike of the Governments workers (along with tho clerks) is in the offing. SLFP!s
II.P.s are demoralised, while the Cabinet itself is divided by internal rivalries.."

FILNCE - APPEAL FOR ALGELIAN PRISON RS

The I.S. has asked all Fourth Internationalists to mneke as widilyd
known as possible the following appeal by tho Committoe of Joliderity with all
victims of Repression of the ilgerian War., Thoe committes organises and co-ordin-
ates all aid for Algerians who are impriscned on an international and naticnal
scale. The apueal rcadss

"The Algopian prisoners have rocently fought o hard battle lasting
21l days, 21 days of hunger strike, 21 days durinf which they did not hositate to
risk their lives to achicve their domands and to obtain rocgnitiion of their
status as politieal prisoncrs,

"imong other things, they have won tho right to receive four parcels
bor yeor: at Christmas, at the e¢nd of Lamadin, at llaster and on July 1l4th,

"A parcel of 5 kilos (11 1bs) costs about 30 new Franch francs (2 guines)
Vo want to sond these four parcels to cach prisoner. Ve would like to send parcels
to the Algerians kept in "camps de reproupp,nt" in Fraonco and in Algeria,

"To meet these new nocods we roly once more on your sympathy. Ploase
sond your gifts (money oxclusively) to s

e Albott Roux

30, rue Locourbe,
Paris 15 ene,

The appeal is signed by the president Laurent Schwartz, who conrades
will remomber as a witnoss for Pablo and Santen at their trial. Among cther menbors
of the committee are Simone do Becuvoir, Joan Paul Satre, irthur idamovy Claude
Lourdet, lMichel Leiris, lMaurice Nedeau, Vercors, and Pierre Vidal Naquet. Schwarsz
and HRoux have beth been the victimg of plastic bomb attacks by the 0.8,

ITLLY - OUR COMRADES ADDRIISS ITALI.N SOCL.LIST YOUTH CONGRESS

A delegation of the G. Colley Italion scction of the Fourth Internat-
ional attonded the recent Congress of the Italian Socialist (Wenni) Youth., One
of tho comrades addressed tho Congress in the name o. the GeCollee L'Avanti, paper
of the Italian Sccialist Party rcported tho specch.

UeB.hie = $3.,W,P, OFFERS HILP TO COMIUNIST PARTY AGAINST GOVERNMENT .UiPRESSION

The Socialist Workers Party of the Un%ﬁgd States hos sent a letter
to the leadership of the UeS Comrmnist Party offer éll help in its campaien
against the recont Government action against that party,
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s, This text is reproduced from the Guardian having been translated from
Polish as it appeared in the Warsaw Jjournal "Polityka"

E‘deoem by Yevgeni Yevtushenko in reply to criticism of him by the Soviet
e

They tell mes "You have courage, man,"

Dut it is not truec.

I have never had an oxcess of COUTOEE,

I have simply thought it indcecent

To hawe to sink

To the cowardice of my colleagucs,

I did not try to shake the world to its foundations,
I wrote,

S0 what...I did not write ¢ nunciations.

Yhat was puffed up stung me to laughter.

I ridiculed what was false.

I tried, quite loudly, to say what I thought,
Some time, posterity will romember

(ind shame will burng

When vileness and bluff have been destroyed)
This very curious tine.

These curious times

Then

The most ordinary decency was called "courage."



