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WY THE MOCH WAR II THE PoST
By George Marlen
THE workingclass is surrounded not

only y facts Lut also by illusions
and deceptionse To be able to as-
certain correctly what is fact and
what is illusion is a hallmark of
a dlarxist. Only by separating the
real from the imaginary can the
woriters clearly see the course of
Aisteory, and consciously pursue
their fight agoinst their enemies,

When Chamberlain on Sunday Septem-

ber 3, 19359 declarsd that "a state
of war" existed between Hitler and
Limself the impression was created

thnt humanity is faced with the Se-
cond %orld War, basically the same
as tie war conducted by the imper-
ialist powers in 1914-18, The gen-
eral reaction has been to accept
uncritically this impression creat-
ed by the imperielisis.

The fact is
of war was a
the masses

that this declaration
subtle dece ption of
concealing from their
view what 1is actually 1in prepara-
tion, an imperialist drive, with
Nazi Germany as the spearhead,
against the Soviet Unione Having
bazcome accustomed to sez war with-
out formal declaraticn of state of
war, the superficial minds are une-
able to envisage *he possitility o
the reverse, namely, a declaration
of war without actual ware.

The scheme of a Nazi drive against
Russia whicn ithe world bourge01~1e
adopted after the rise of Hitler
has not changed one whit and has
really received an emphatic reiter-
ation in the new maneuver. By make
ing adroit use of such a devise as
verbal declaration of wur,Chamber-
lain and Hitler with superb crafts-
manship are engineering an intrie
cate 3econd Muniche Through this

masterly strategem the internation=-
al bourgzoisie, led by the RFritich
political wizards, is accomplisi-
ing the difficult task of bringaing
its spearhead,Nazi Germany, to the
border of thsz  Soviet Unions A
briel survey of the most vital
angles of the present histo:ioxal
settinzg will reveal whether the
workingclass is facine an inter-ime
prrialist war or a carerted cifort
of the entire imperialist world to
attack and divide the burocratical-
ly strangled proletarian State.

suing directly out of the World
War of 1914-18, the proletarian
revolution in Russia wrenched a

huge chunk of the globe out of the
clutches of international imperiale
isme The barring of the interna-
tional trusts from the free use of
Fussia's vast sources of supply of
raw materials, the dam of foreign
trade monopoly and the closing of
Russia to the exploitatiocon by
foreign capital added to the in=-
tenolflcatlon of the crisis of
capitalisme The capitalist coun-
tries have been convulsed by their

own contradictions of social pro-
duction and private accumulation
and class divisions. Yet the ba-

gic contradiction of modern socety
since October 1917 has been the
difference in the form of property
existing 1in the capitalist coun=-
tries on the one hand and in the
Soviet Union on the others An at-
tempt to resolve this contradic-
tion was made by the imperialists
in 1918«20. The attempt was de-~
feated by the Russian masses, who
at that time were guided by a re-
volutionary policye

within their
the bourgeoisie

The contradictions
own system drive




of different countries to war among
themselveses But the dread of pro=
letarian revolution, weighing like
a horrible nightmare upon tho.mindas
of the capitalist exploiters has
restrained them and hus becn drive
ing them to seek the means of c¢n-
‘suring a new stability to their
system through thc opening of Rus-
sia to capitalism and wiping out
socializecd properiye The memory
of the Russian Revolution halting
the first world war has not been
completely eradicated from the
minds of the German, French and
other workers, With the remnants
of October standing as a witness
of the successful rising against
the capitalist class,for the major
imperialist powers to engage in an
inter-imperialist war would be tan-
tamount to suicide, no matter what
imperialist power emerged victori=-
oussAn attack on the Soviet Union,
however, if successful, would give
the decaying capitalist system a
new lease on life, An unsuccess-
ful attack upon the Soviet Union
the bourgeoisie would hope to ter-
minate in a compromise with Stalin-
isme

Since the termination of the war
of 1914-1918 +the weakest link in
the capitalist system has been Ger-
manye The German bourgeoisie, tot-
tering on the brink of prolectarian
revolution, was saved again and
again only by the opportunist for=-
ces within the German and internae
tional workingclasse. The advent
of Fascism in Germany marked a
turn in the policy of the British
and Frcnch imperialistse To con-
tinue applying the blood-out-of-a-
turnip policy of Versailles would
inevitably result in a new and eX-
tremely powerful revolutionary cone-
vulsion which might cngulf Francec
itsclf and all Europce German ime
pcrialism must Dbe given a breath
of air and sustenance without
thereby sacrificing the interests
of the British and French imperia=-
listse The problem could be sol-
ved by carving up Russia among the
big powers and allowing the German
capitalists to build an empire
with the rich Ukraine forming a
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crown colony of the new Germany,
The economic and political gains
of the capitalists in their schene
of securely enslaving the toiling
masses would be incalculablee.

One of the fortunate features atten-
ddng the rise of the Russian pro-
letarian State was the fact that
not a single major European imper-
ialist power Dbordered on the 5o~
viet Union. This constituted a de-
groe of safety for the Soviet
State, Dboth under Lenin and under
the Stalinist burocracy. Ior many
years the French imperialists cn-
deavored to give body to their
plang to invade and destroy thc
Russian proletarian Statee. The
landmark on the pathway of the
French imperialist design was the
now extinct Little Entente which
was to serve as the springboard
for the attack upon Russiae The
chief obstacles were: the division
amony the imperialists thcmsclves
caused by the treaty of Versailles:
and, abovec all, thc powerful,revo-
lutionary-minded, pro-Sovict Cer-
men workingcless situated between
France and her vassals on the Rus-
Sian bordcre The rise of the
Nazis trancformcd the situation,of-
fering a fcasible setting for doing
away with the alicn body in the co-
mity of states Dbascd upon private
propcecrty of the mecans of produc-
tion and exchanszce The Littlc En-
tente was discardede Instead a
plen was evolved to forge Nazi Gere
many into a spearhcad for an ate
tack against the Sovict Unione
This nccessitated thc rcarminz of
Germoany, still in  an acute stage
of crisis, and bringing her to the

"Russicn frontier.

The treaty of Verscilles was torn

up =—— not only by Hitler but also

by the British and French impericl-
istse German impericlism was given

a free hand to rearme

Logically, the Nazis could march
upon Moscow with the greatest ef-
fect only through Polands Thc ob-
stinate Polisii Dbourneoisie had to
be subduede A decisive attack upon
Foland could be organized by create



ing a4 nutcracker througii the Nasi
cccupation of Czmechoslovald e Ald
this in turn had been prepared by

almont complete ennirclement of
Czechoslovalkia throw:l: tlie seizure
of ustriae The trapgedy of the
/astrian workasrs set tne pattern
for the ordeal the masscs of tiwe
emall states 1lvipg east of Geraany
vere Tated to cuduroe, The ssple
cionr of the worker: in these coune

triec an well as in france,England,

Urnited States, and in the Sovict
Und ~nn itse lf the imperialists
averted by means of uuxomokcscreun

of. “gppzasing" Tiitlier. In ihis
wor{ of shreuding in obscurity the
sivioter signitficance of 1ne cone

niviece  of  France and England in

the regrmirg oif Germen iwpyorialiom

end itg stecady advance in the drcc-
tionn orf the USSR fiie bourgeoircie

vere  asgisted by the Stalinicsts

tivcmcclves.

Stalinist burccrecy hes ziways

of ti¢ two dangers
very cxisiziiceoe
danger Irom +le vroletoriat
wa succecsfully wardced off by the
Stolinist Comintceric cemployiua a
zizszmag policy or diverting the vore
K:rs from the Leninist pathe The
peril  of  an  ilancrielist  wttack
Staliniem attempted to hoid 1in
cicek  hy atilizins tho divigionos
ameng  vhe  imperialisis, playing
novw witihh onzynow wiil another cap-
italist pow:zr, Thue from 1922 wap
to 1931 Stalin plajed tac rerman
bourgzoisie against  the  Fronche.
Yrom L2234 to 1032 Le bent hig cle=
forts to comsort with Iresacl ime
pQerialism  ageinst tiae  possibloe
anti-sreneh oriertation of Nozi

L TRANY e

The

3ut the growing wcuatoness of the
"1tua+ion within the canitulist
svstem compelled the French, fole-
xr\Wlnj, the lead of the astute Brie
isilyto abandoa the Trecty of Vere-
5:11lss and  work with Hitler ana
mssolinie The Livnich Accord,
"mystcrious" sucerct aonnexes,
it

s
1uvS

made

pcerfeectly clcar to Stalin that
the fnperialists bad et last arrie-
ved ot a Tull understundingregarde
irng-he Soviet Unione Tne cminous

situation was driving the Sovict U-

3

to make onc
to divide

last desperate
the imperialists

surper
endewvor

ana pravent their concerted action
azainct the Scoviet Unionas In siarp
conirast to the recent oriencation
he wmade a bia for & rapprocnsment
wilii the Gerwmen imperialists, of-
ferin: Lhem tremendous material ine-
duccment to twrn thelr cannon upon
the Western imperialistse Hitler
seeumed to have accepted the oifenq
tut tia2re can hardly be any doubt
tnat the Hitler-Stalin Faclt was
secrctly worlked ont by iiitlsr and
his wllies, W-szolini, Chambarlain
and Dalacdiers By waninalatiac the
Pact llitler aud Chamberiain tempo-
rarily uispziled any suspicicn a=-

vioriinrs of
countries

mong Ll revolationary
Goermany,France and other

that tJur“ as. bzern; hatched o uon-
strecus rlol to attack and uivide

tite Boviel Unione

Straining ail vitael faets of

1+

the

Lo situation throneh the sicve of
Marxist analyeis, siiduld we con-
cluce that German imncrialism at
tie preecnt bistorical Juncture
cun o cold tiic idea of really en-
sasinz in an inte sr-imperialict war?

4\5b.)011 \41:}; Y].Oc L[]

The German beurgeoisie  kinow that
the fritishi wad tlhe Freoncii impere
iulists took pracoutipnary measuarcs

oné armed themselves to the teccetlie

nlike the Kaiser's Germany, the
Jazls cen have no illusion on uthe

scorz of Amcrican imperialism ¢ne-

toerine the strugasle on ths side of
Franc2 if Hitler ventures unon a
foolurrdy oricatation acuinst tie

Weste Even in n prolongcd
caninot hope to wanguish .amcrican

imperialism which is nuch mere pows-

crful todc)y thrn twenty-Tive yeers

LE0e bpecsides, a proloiged war
would without Acubt mature th? re-
volutionuary crisis in Eurcpe, c¢s-
peeiclly  in Sormonye I is cleer
thit, unless *tihe leaders of Zorman
imparinlism suddenly lost oll thi-
lity of souging a given situation,
Gernaen nperlgllsm mist continue
in its Rastern orientatiocne

war Jhey

St:.lin,shrewd «nd penctrating,
of coursc,
war in uvhe

is,
nct fooled dy the mock
Weste The striking

.
Sle
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lence of the mosi gignntic war ma-

chinery in westcrn Europe speaks

cloquently for itselfs To any so-

ber observer the vogue and terse
f'rench communiques of "contacting
the cnemy," of occupying o wood in

the OSaar Valley, as well as the
British acts of "relicving" pres-
surc on Poland by the sinking of a

few bowts in the Atlantic are whol-
ly unconvincinge To a Marxist thesc
are  obvious mcans to delude the
NOSSCS e One rccalls to mind the
business investments in destruc-
tion in the movic industry. In
the process of producing a metion
picture,to give & touch of reality,
houscs arc burned down, trains
wrecked,plancs burned, ships sunk.
And the profits collccted 'in dimecs
and quarters are hardly to bec come
parcd to the immcnsce booty the
world impericlists are looking for-
ward to.through the dismcecmberment

of the Soviet Unione

But if thc imperialist attaek upon
the Soviet Union, the homeland of
Stalinism, in line with thc percmp-
tory command of +the interests of
copitalism, is throatensd, why then
do the Stalinists hide froim the
workers this ominous uspecet of re-
ality? Thce reason is obviouse The

cycs of the Stalinist and of many
othcr confused radical workers for
many ycars hoave been focgused on
the burocratically strangled Sovict
Union, viewing it as the brigh t
becocon of hopce for oppressca masse
CSe The knowledge of the fatal
truth of the possibility of thc
approaching cnd to all their ar-
dent hopes would stir their minds.
They would begin to scense that only
a revolutionary strugglce against
the imperialists con forestall the
attock upon the Sovict Union. But
Stalin fears revolution above 2ll,
for that would arousc thc Russian
masses  cgoinst the burocracye

It is thc decep-rooted dread of re-

volution that prompts the Stalin-

ist barncrats to blindfold the wor-
kerse That 1is why the headlinces

in thc Daily Worker arc bristling

with fakery such as "French Army

Strikes ot Nazis on Western Front"

(September 5,1939) which coincides

with the dcceptions of the capita-

list press concerning the "War on
the Western Froat."

Numcrous signs, multiplying, un-
mistakaeably attest to the fact that
the cctucl war is confined to ro-
(Continucd on next page)
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land, while the "war" between Ger-
man and French and British imper-
jalism is a make-believe ware. Cer-
tainly sharply different were the
very first days of the war of 194-
1918 with the bitter, envenomed
struggle Dbetween the rival imper-
iclist gangse This has been noted
also by bourgeois writcrse Review-
ing the first ninc days of the"Se-
cond World War,"The New York Time
on September 10, 1939 wrote: QThe
virtual 'all quiet'! on authentic
news from the western front con-
trasted sharply with the first days
of August 1914, when the World War
beg. n."

Neither in 1914 nor at any time
during the World War did thec ome
battled German and French soldiers
leisurely indulge in swimming par-
ties in full view of each other as
in the present ‘"war" (New York
Times, Scpte 9, 1939). While in
1914 ncutrals were stunned by the
rapidly unfolding titanic strugzle
on both Eastern and ¥estern Fronts
in +the present fake war there is
perplexion over the obvious inact-
ivity on the Westorn Front. "Ja-
panesc public opinion is perplexcd
by thc apparent inaction of Germay
as wcll as of the Allies on the
western front and thec press is aske
ing whether the Anglo-French Coali-
tion and Germany  really mean to
fighte" (Hugh Bycs,New York Times,
Septe 9, 1939)

Thus the bourgeois press itself,
incautiously, offers clues to the
greatest capitalist swindle in all
nistorye

Clearly the strategy and tactics
of the bourgeoisie have been choang-
ing in accordance with the exigen-
cies of circumstancese It conducts
war without declaration, as in the
casc of Germony ageinst Poland; it
declares war without prosecuting it,
as in the ase of England and
France "against" Germanye The
Stalinist burocrats here and there
indicate that the situation is
perfectly clear to theme They see
that over eighty per cent of Ger-
man armed forces are thrown upon
weak Poland nearly seven hundred
miles from the Western Front, with

Hitler taking personal command in
the drive towards the Sovict frone-
tiere

In a very tricky way, intentionzal-
ly confusing, the treacherous Har-
ry Gannesses put out crumbs of
truth so that later they can have
something to fall back upon und
claim that they have warned the
WOrkerse

"It is well to repect hcre tle
important maxim of the famous
military strotegist, Klausewitz
— 'War is the continuction of
politics by other means.!

"Thus,Neville Chamberlcin,Dalae
dier,, Sir John Simon, Bonnet—
all these Munichmen who brought

onthe extension of +this sccond
imperialist war — are still in
office, in powere.

"Have they given uptheir hopes
of stirring up a powerful storm
that would fan the flames of war
only in the direction of the So-

viet Union?

"The answer must be, Dby no
MCOINNSe
"That the original schemings

of these gbntlemen who encourag-
Cd the No barba rluﬂu tO "t-
tock jolwld this time have been
destroyed by the formal oute
break of war there is nc doubtd
(Hoarry Gennes, Daily Worker,
Scpte6,1939, My emphasis-GeMe)

Bits of truth are well mixed with
fclsehoodse The perspicacious
Stalinist cxpert cdmits thoet Chame

berlain and other leaders of the
Western imperialists encouraged
the attack upon Polande He also

kncws that "the original schemings"”
were to attock the Soviet Union,
that "Wor is continuation of polie
tics by other mecns," yet he cdds
the chloroform that the outbreak
of war put an end to the politics
of Chamberlain-Daladier-Hitler—Mus-
solinie.

But only o day before Gannes wrote:

"However British reaction even
now would gladly come to terms
with other representatives of
German reaction for channeling
the war exclusively against the



USSR at
of Polande.

"Anglo-French Munich treachery
has by no means been exhausted
by the outbreak of extended im=
perialist war.

"Then, there can be a
peaces"

the immediate expense

Muni ch

"Cddly" enough the Stalinist buro-

crats are not the only ones who
fear to tell the workers that the
"war" in the West is a plausible-

specious cloak for the attack a=-
gainst the Soviet Union, with the
war against Poland being a phase
of removing the geographical ob-
stacle 1lying between Nazi Germany
and the USSRe Trotsky, for the
reason that he is the original and
direct partner of the Stalin-Zino-
viev-Kamenev gang which tore down
the Bolshevik Party and countere
revolutionized the Comintern, fol-
lows along in the general path of
the OStalinist systeme Essentiale
ly a Stalinist; Trotsky must as dle
‘ways politically collaborate with
the Stalinist burocratse Therefore
he must support the fake that Ilit-
ler is fighting England and France,
that the pact with Stalin gives
Hitler this opportunity.

"In order to attack Ponland and
to conduct a war aganst England
and France, Hitler needed the
friendly 'neutrality' of the US

SR, plus Boviet raw materials,
The political and commercial
pacts assure litler of both."

(Leon Trotsky,Socialist Appeal,
Sept. 9, 1939}

Trotsky's henchmen,the Cannons and
Shachtmans,following their Master's
line,have swung into a new campagn
of deception of the workers with
the cry "The Second World War Be-
gan  Friday at 5:45 A.Me.(New York
Time)s Two gigantic combinations
of world powers are locked in more
tal combate" (Socialist Appeal,
Septe 5, 1939) "This war is being
iought solely to decide which ime
nerialist power shall dominate the
worlde" (Ibid.)

Far be it from wus to accuse such
well=informed people as the Trote-
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skyite 1leaders of not knowing the
British, the French and the German
imperialistse That the British
and French bankers have been finan-
cing the rearmament of Germany and
virtually own German heavy indus-
try is common knowled@ie among peo-
ple who have taken the trouble of
surveying the imperialist relations
in Europe since the advent of Hit-
lers, Nor are the Trotskyite lead-
ers unaware of the fact that the
"war" is being "fought" chiefly in
the headlines of the capitalist
and the opportunist press. But the
task is to carry out Trotsky's po-
licy of tailending the central fea=-
tures of the Stalinist line. 1In
consequence the Trotskyite leaders,
while virtually admitting  that
there is hardly anything that looks
like a mortal combhat of imperialist
giants, brazenly copy the bour=-
geois, GStalinist fakery and pass
it on to the bewildered workers.

"So far the war has been fought
more fiercely in the headlines

than at the front. DBatteries
of four-inch type have been
rolled out by the newspapers

and they are keeping up a stead=-
y screech of 1lies. Denials
come back at them in tiny para-
graphs 1like tlie unheard clicks
of a pop-gune.

"Nevertheless, the reality is
sufficiently theree Hitler's
armies aPfe approaching Warsaw.
Franco~British troops are moving
Zingerly across the German fron-
tier in the Saar where miles
rather than yards separate the
Siegfried und Maginot 1lines,
British planes have carried out
a number of tentative raids
over German territory. The Bri-
tish fleet 1i1s in its blockade
positions in the North Sea and
eight merchant ships have bteen
sunk by one side or the other,
Cnly the pacifist liberals of
yesterday - today the loudest
of the warmongers — are begine
ning to screech hoarsely for
more gorece Those who are cone-
ducting this war know it is go-
ing to be a long and bloody one
and the Franco-British strategy
is based entirely upon that per-



spectives" (Behind the Lines,
by George Stern, Socialist Ape
peal, Sept. 11, 1939)

Spreading the bourgeois 1illusion
that there 1is a war between the
German and the British imperialists,
Trotsky goes to such 1lengths of
confusing the workers as even to
tell them that the Soviet Union
has taken Japan's place 1in the
axisli

"In reality the USSR took Ja=-
pan's place in the structure of
the axis. The help of the dis-
tant Mikado to the military op-
erations of Hitler in Europe
would have an almost illusory
charactere On the contrary ,
the help of Stalin has =« deepD,
real values" (Leon TrotsKky
Socialist Appeal, Sept. 9,19393

Trotsky avoids w, the workers
that the Mikado will aiur'dossirite

at the Soviet Union in the Far
East to synchronize the attack
with that of Hitlere. Trotsky does
not tell the workers that not only

is Japan very mch in the AXis,
but that the British, French and
American imperialists are the in-

visible partners in the "Anti-Co-
mintern Pacte" All opportunists
are helping the bourgeoisie to mud-
dle the understanding of the work-
ers by spreading the illusion that
there 1is a Second World War bet-
wecen imperialist campse Lovestone,
up to his ears in Stalinist crimes,
chimes in with Stalin and Trotsky:

"War Breaks Out
perialist Powers
for Domination."
September 9, 1939)

in Europec,Im=-
Lock in Fight
(Workers age,

The deception about the war on the
Western Front spells fatal conse-
quences for the world proletariat.
Inflexibly firm clarity is an in-
dispensible condition for the work
ers, lacking which they are doomed
to perpetual cnslavement. ’

Had the workers becn enlightened
regarding the true facts of the
degeneration of the Soviet Union
and the true nature and method of

7T -

the Stalinist desolating scourgoe,.
they wonld havo been spaned tus
bloody disasters which capitalism,
aided by the opportunists, inflic-
ted upon one section of the inter-
national proletariat after anothen
They would not be standing now at
the threshold of tho most harriblo
nightmare of oppressione The need
of the hour is cnlightenment of
the workers, particularly of the
advanced workers who follow Stalin,

Trotsky, and other deserters of
Marxisme The situation must Dbe
made clear to them. A specific

historical «circle is coming to an
ende. Thanks to the Stalinist re-
action, the flower of the European
proletariat has been crushed. The
German proletariat,the most powers-
ful in Europe, because it was pre=
vented from overthrowirg capitalism
during the revolutionary crises in
1918~1919 by Kautsky, Hilferding ,
and other Socislist renegades, and
aza¥r i1 1923 and 1930-32 by Social
Democracy,and primarily by Stalin,
Trotsky, Bukherin, Zinoviev and
other betrayers of Lenin and de-
serters of Bolshevism, lies pros-
tratec under the Dbloody neel of
Nazisme With a stecdy hand and an
iron nerve Hitler has terrorized
the German masses and transformed
thiem into military robots to be
used to destroy root and branch
every vestige of the October Revo-
lutione Hitler and the world bour-
geosie count upon the Nazi mili=-
tery machine frantically tearing
through toward Moscow and Lenine
grade Aside from gothering the
tremehdous material and political
gains, the world bourgeoisie secks
to wreck their secnguinary vendetta
upon a million objects abounding
in memories of thc greatest revo-
lution of 21l timese. Hitler's dy-
nomite thrust will be too powerful
for the Russicn masses,unless they
and the entire world proletaricat
adopt the Leninist policy of the
overthrow of +the Stalinist buro-
cracy and the extension of October
throughout the world,

Stalin,far from having "abandoneg"
the proletariat, will hand down to
the remnants of the Comintern an
ultra-Leftist line of purely milie
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tary sabotage in capitalist coune-
tries and of vicious hounding of
revolutionary workers. Trotsky,
Lovestone and their lieutenants,
notwithstanding their hollow dc-
clamations agoinst Stalin, will in
one wcy or another hang on to Sto-
lin as before,for they are intcnse-
ly intertwined in the crime of
building the Stalinist reactione.

Driving the Russian masses by word
and whip Stalin will conduct a

reactionary war to compromise with
the 1imperialists and thus attempt
to preserve his burocratic system
on the backs of the workers and
peasants of the Sovict Unione

For the workers of the Soviet U-
nion the revolutionary policy must
be: Against the ultrae Leftist
policy of defeatism for the Stalin-
ist army, beca Russia is a pro-
lctarian Statc, 7horribly distorted
by The burocratic discases No con-
fidence in the criminal Stalinist
gang which bargains wth capitalism

behind the backs of the masses,
selling them out to the bloody im-
perialistse No compromisc with
Stalinism under Stalinism o
victory for the Russian and inter-
national proletariat 1is c¢xcluded,
and & defeat a certainty. Expose
Stalinism, build thc new Bolshcvik
Party in order to eradicate the
Stalinist cancer, and transform

Stalin's burocrcatic war into a
revolutionary war ageinst impericl-
isme

——

In the capitalist countries the
supreme Leninist task is to tear
the masks of Marxism off the fuces
of Stalin, Trotsky, Lovestonce and
other betrayers and confuscrs §

‘This is the only means left to fore-

stall a century-long agony of the
toiling masses, to win the van-
guard of the prolctariat and the
masses for the revolutionary strug
gle against capitalismi

New York City

September 11, 1939
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STALIN'S ARMY GROSSES TLE BURDER

In connection with the march of Stawin's army into Poland, the followve
ing points must be held in mind in order to understand the new complexities
created by this evente

le The mock war in the West has bcen serving as a cover for tanc Nazi
drive toward the Soviet border. The connivamco of the Franco-British imper—
ialists with the German in perpetrating the fake war in the Wost serves to
aid %hce German imwperialists to bring Central and Eastern Europe under domi-
rasvion of the German military machine as a prelimagry for the Nazi-led war
against the Soviet Unione

2. The Stalin gang, understanding the game of the imperialists, has
moved into actione Not waiting for the Gorman military machine to establish
a base on the Russian border, Stalin has mrcned his army into Poland with
the objcct of making. that country rather than Russia the initial battle-
ground of the imperialists! war against the Soviet Unione The Sitalirist
burocrats have at last stated in plain languags the naturc of the impere
ialists! mancuvers. The Daily Worker'!s Harry Gannes makos it clear that
the Stalin gang understands the faoke naturc of the war in the West and its
parpose as a ‘cover for the Hazi drive against the Soviet Uniong

"Poland with its vast borders on the Soviet Unien had been
chosen ag'the brondest roadway for imperialist fascist aggres—
sion against the USSR,

"The Anglo-Fronch Munichmen werc deliberately stalling on
the Wostorn Front criminally withholding any aid from the
Polish pcople, awaiting with oxpectation the momont whon they
hopcd the Nazi army would reack the Soviet border with no de-
fonse steps taken by the USSR." (Harry Gannes, Daily Worker,
Scpte 18, 1939, Our emphasis — LeLe)

The Stalinist burocrats have no illusions about the Franco-British imper—
ialists actually trying to defoat tho German bourgcoisio in the present
historical period  Thoy realize that tho imperialists arce in cahoots in a
plot to attack with Hitler as the spoarhcad, and dismombor the Sovict Union.

3¢ The German imperialists, rcquiring a powerful bargaining card for
their plan to liquidato the so-called "war" in tho West with various poaco
proposals, arc pretending great joy over Stalin's march into Poland. Thus
they give the impression of having a tromendous coalition vhich scoms to
threaten the Franco-British gang. Naturally, it is tho masses, and not the
Franco-British imporialists, for vhom this doception is intended. With Po-
land wiped out, and with seecming alliancc betwoen Russia and Germany, Hit-
ler will have a very plausible argumcnt before the masses in the form of
tho question: What's thc uso of France and England fighting Germany now?

4. It is obvious that tho instabllity of this prosont situation makos
it thc acme of naivete to imagine that the "fricendship" of Hitler and Sta-
lin is permancnte Only German imperialism can be the real spearhead of a
war on Russiae When the "war' in the West hns been eliminated, an ontiro-
ly now tonc will appear in tho rclations of Hitlor and Staline The funda~
menial contradiction of the prescnt historical poriod, that betwecn the so-
cialized property relations of tha Soviet Union, dospito thoir burocratic
Stalinist distortion, and tho bourgcois-private cconomy of tho rest of the
werld will appear again in all its bloodinesse Waile on tho surface it

scoms that tho imporialist assault on tho S.U, has bsen postponed duc to the
"iriondship'of Hitler and Stalin, in reality it has beon brought closer, :
historically speaking, for thc German and Russian armios are now face to facoe

Septembor 19, 1939
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THE SOCIALINT WORKERS PARTY
and the

LUDLOW REFERENDUM

By J. C. Hunter

ﬁ‘.'}-
'u HE American bourgeoisie,now rul-
li ing through the "democratic’ form

of their dictatorship, recently sent
out a feeler or. +th3 war quasiicn in
the form oi the propcsed Imdlow Refer-
endum. In typical boucgedis.lanccrat~
ic mannar, tae capitalists created the
momertary impression thabt theve could
be brought into existonco a mecshanism
by means oF whicia Lthe masses would be
able tn decidoe for taeumselves wastder
or not U.S. irperialisn would engage
in war, The resnomse in genaral snow-
ed clearly that ita's Yivesalisr doua-
gogy ia still higply effentiva. Shnld
the bourgeoisie meetr with a ciitveiion
in which a dose of "domociatic" calo-
roform 1like the Ludlav Refarenium has
to be applied, it coculd be <cie with
the groatest of ease and cuccess.e The
resuits of the feeler havir; bcan 0b-
served and stored awsy for passible
future use, the noise atout the Ludlow
Reforendum was guieted down as far as
the bourgeoisie thomselves are
concerned.

Nevertheless, the a*mosphore has
not yet been clcared entiroly of the
Ludleow Referendum for ths reason that
the Trotskyites have takaa to whooplng
it up in favor of it. Tho "Bolshevik~
Leninists" pop a question:

"What could boe more democratic
than to decide tho must imporvant
of all questions. the gquestioa of
war, by a ailrsct vonte of the
people?” (James Burnhum, "Let the
People Vote on Wari" p. 8.)

Quite clearly, Burnham in this yues~
tion conveys the impression that the
issue of war can be decided br a div-
ect vote of the massss, #hith 4Ascision
would be the height of wha* he culls
democracy. Burnham confidently as-
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the overwhelming majority
of the ‘"poopio®™ are opposed to war
(Ivid- p. 12). Hence, the 1logic of
Lis position leads to tho conclusion
that ty o direwt voto of the "pooplo"
thn isesu~ 27 wur can be decided by the
taunderoug  "Wayi®  which Burnham al-
Jogos wculd scie from the preponderant
propcriioy ©of the masses. In brief,the
impiication ie that war can be stopped
ly a popular roievendum. Later on,

serts taat

hewaver, contradicting his previous
position, DBurnham states:
"Revolutionary socialists, and

taeir party, %tae Socialist Work-
ores Portr. do not think that a pop-
vlar reforendum can, in and by it-
self, stuop war," (Ibid. p. 12.)

If a popvlar roferendum cannot stop
war, why then do the Trotskrites favor
the o»ropocal of such & referendum?
Burnhem answers:

"The proposal for a war referon-

dum is truly domocratic, and rovo-
luvlionary socialists favor every
gon.inuly  aemocratic process.”

(Ioxd. . 13.)

The wnile story, then, boils down to
ths posisiorn that the proposal for a
wa Taleverdun 4is Ytruly democratic®
and s¢ dosorves +tho blossings of
"revolutionary socialists.®

Ir. avguing in support of the Lud-
low Refergndum, the " Belshevik—Len-
iniat ¥ Bariham, Las noi hesitated to
idoniify deaccracy with vebins sad an
increass ©f depocrasy with an exten~
gion C¥ voting power, In fack, Burn-
bau suiotoe *hal $hic Iudlow Reforendunm,
alirouz "eruly democratic* is n ot
0Xac §ly democratic onough because it
does not bdbroaden the wting base suf-



ficiently. Ludlow's proposal only
provides for voters! participation in
the reforendum. Burnham 1s guick to
point out that under the present luws
those Dbetwsen the ages of 18 and 21
cannot vote though they are called
upon to fight. Hence, Burnham oulls
for "democracy"™ to be extended even
wnto the l8-.year olds:

"In the war referendum, the
right to vote should be given to
all of the age of 18 and ovor."
(Ibido P 140)

To sum up, if the population of 18 and
over could vote on whether American
imperialism should or should not enter
a war, democracy,according to Burnham,
would be extended to such a point that
our Trotskyite "tneoretician" could
but gasp admiringly: "What could be
more democraticli

The rolation between the position
of Burnham and some of the ultra-right
fakery perpotratcd by the Stalinists
will Dbocome apparent frowkn exu min-
ation of both. Like the Stalinists in
the ultru-rignt 2zigzag, Burnhwan uses
the term, democracy, without giving it
any class characterization, i. e., he
uses it as democracy-in-general. Thus,
he is able to describe a proposal made
by a bourgeois politicul flunkey us
“gruly democrutic." Democracy, how-
ever, is mnot gcomething which runges
itself along a scale from falseness to
truthfulness. Democrucy is 4 form of
stato, und nothing ¢lec, The only
possible cnaracterizations are bourg-
eoig or proletarian. Only by conceul—
ing the class character of Ludlow's
proposal can Burnham spoak of it as

"truly democratic.” In a similur way,
the S{alinists shout about Roosevelt's

"New Deal® moasurcs as "truly democ-
ratic"; the more relief funds handed
out, the more W.P.A. jobs distributed,
the groater and truor is Roosevel t! s
"democracy" said to be. For Roose—
velt's proposals, Burnham has eubsti-
tufed Ludlow's and palms off the
bourgeois-democratic Ludlow Referendum
as "truly democratic."

It is inportant to note  that
while the Stalinists in their present
ultrua-rightist zigzag are deceliving

the masses into supporting the "“democ-

ratic" form of bourgeois rule, they
oppose the bourgeols-democratic Ludlow
Bill. The “difference" Dbetwéen the
Staliniste and Trotskyists on . this
point is 1like that of those bourgeois
politicians who attack the Ludlow Bill
and those who support it. Both of
these camps of baurgeois politicians
agroe oOn supporting bourgeois-democra~
cy in general, but disagree for the
moment on the singlo detuil of the
Ludlow Bill. The Stalinists and Trot-
skyists are both supporting bourgeois-
domocratic fakery, though indifferont
ways. Thus, the Staliniets who oppose
the Ludlow Bill support the O'Connell
"Peaco" Bill, another bourgeois-democ-
ratic fraud. One of the "“ob jections"
of the Stalinist burocrats to the Lud-
low Bill is that it makes tho "deci-
sion of the poople" come too late,i.e.,
whon war is already at hand. What is
necessary, says Hathaway, is to "give
the people the right to decide on our
country's foreign policy today; let
thom docide nowe...." How can "democ-
racy™ bYe broadened, asks Hathaway?
"The question s far as democracy is
concerned is: how can the psoplc be
given a greater say now in stopping
Waree...." (C.A.Hathaway, "Collective
Security; tho Road to Peaco," p. 14).
Both Stalinists and Trotekyists pract-
ico the deception of identifying
"democrasy" under capitalism with vot-
ing and give the impression that the
issue of war or the struggle against
war can samehow be decided or furthered
by supporting some variety of bourg-
eois-democratic trap which they pass
on to the toilers as democracy—in-
genoral, ag "truly democratic." It is
clear that tho pattern of deceptim
folloved by both Trotskyists and Stal-
inists is the samse. The incidental
disagreement on what specific plece of
baurgeois-domocratic deception 1is to
be palmed off on the masses as “truly
democratic" is aside from the main
point. In fact the trick of picking
some bourgeois-democratic device other
than what the Stalinists are peddling
only serves to give the false impres-
sion that the Trotskyist line is dif-
ferent fran the Stalinist. The
thoughtful reader, however, will not
let himself be misled by such
maneuvering.

What part does such a proposition
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as Indlow!s play in American politics?
A war referendur carried out through
tha egencles of bdourgeois-parliament-
arisw ls an organic portion of the
bou-ge ois-democratic etate machinery.
From this state muchinery thore can
issue only such expressiorf of "publi ¢
orinion"™ as urce acceptable and neces-
sary to the Dbourgeoigie. If the im-
periulist cliyue decides on war, then
only the expression of an opinion in
favor of war can ever come out of the
mocaunisms of bourgeois-parliamentar-
isme A war referendum, transformed
into a portion of the baurgeois-dewmoc-
rutic state apraratus, cuan be only a
means of mobilizing the masses Hr war,
if war is the ;olicy of the imperial-
ists. The DVvourgeoisie have at their
disposal a thousand and one devices
whereby & war referenduw, effected
through the bourgeois~democratic state,
can be made part of a recruiting drive.
As long as the cajpitalist-democratic
state oxists in a more or less stable
form the btourgeoisie will be able to
utilize these devices.

Lenin eoxpressed very excellently
this caoaracter of bourgeovis-democracy
as « form of the capitalist siage:

"If we argue in a Marxian way we
mst say: the exploiters inevitubly
transform the stato (we are speal
ing of donmocracy, i.e., one of f{ao
forms of the stato) into an instru-
nent for the rule of theiv class,
of the exploiters,over the exploit-
ede Honco, so 1long as there are
oxploiters who rule the mnajority,
the ex;.loited, the democratic state
must inevitably be domocracy for
the exploiters." (V.I.Lenin, Sel—
ected Works, Englisa Edition, Vol.
VII, p. 137. Our emphasis.)

Every part of the muchinery of the
bourgecis~democratic state, every law,
every roferendum, every office, every
olection, is a meuns by which the
bourgeoisie re-enfurce und exeocute
their rule. Burnaam, using a trick
familiar to thoss who have studied the
deceptions of the Kautskys and Mac-
Donalds, identifies voting with democ-
racy, using the latter term as a gm~
eral expression. The voting which
Burnhanm makes synonymous with democ-

Tacy-in-general
Lonin in his
MacDonald:

was described thus by
attacks on Fautsky-

"Comical poedants! Thoy failed
to understand that voting within
the 1limits, the institutions, the
customs of tourgeois parliamentar-
ism is purt of the bourgeols state
apyaratus  which rmst bo bdbroken up
and amashed from top to bottom in
order to effect the dictatoreghip of
tho proletariat, in order +o pass
from bourgeois democracy t0 proiov-
arian democracy." (V.I.Lenin, Sel-
ectoed Works, English Edition, Vol.
X,p.5l. Emphasis in the originala)

To Leninism, any plebiscite conducted
by capitalism is part of the bourgeois
stuts machinery - both fascist and
"domocratic" -  which must be oxposed
and smashod to bits, To Burnham, a
propogal by an agent of the boaargeolsie
designed t0 enable the imperialists
the better to tie +the massos to their
war machine 1is sowsthing to be fed to
the massos as  "truly denocratic.®
This "democracy" under capitalism was
woll understood by Lenin to be a means
by which tha masses are prevonted from
dociding any issues indepcndonsiy or
from participating in the adninistra-
tion of political affairs. Speaking
once more against Kautsky,Lonin wrote:

"He fails to sce tho class nat-
ure of the state apparatus, of the
rachinery of state: under bowg-
eois demiocracy the capital ists, by
a thousund und ono tricks —~ which
are the more artful and offective
the more 'pure'! denocracy is devel-
oped -~ keop the massés away from
the work of administration amd
frugtrate the frecdom of the press,
tho right of assembly, etc." (V.I.
Lenin, Sol. Wks., Eng. Ed,, Vol.
VII, p. 134, Enphasis in the ori-
giml-)

Burnham peddles the fraudulent notion
that & browdening of the voting base
means an extention of "derocracy" to
be loocked on by the masses as a bless-
ing. Lonin, on the other hand, know-
ing "deriocracy" under cgpitalism to be
sinply a form of the iron dictatorship
of tho bourgeoisie, oxplained that the



more highly this "democracy" was dev-
eloped, the greater was tae danger of
rogrons against tho massos dirocted by
the bouryeolsie:

“The more highly doveloped dem-
ocracy is, the rore iwuinent is thoe
danger of pogroms oOr civil war in
connection with any profound polit-
ical divergenco which is dangerous
for tlie bourgeoisio.” (Ibid. p.132)

Tho passage of a proposition like the
Ludlow Bill would be a certaln sign
that tie bourzeoisie ars on the verge
of plunginyg intoe war and that the
situation is such thut the roferondum
would let 100s8 o powerful pouring of
the nussos into the imporiulists! war
machine. The war roferendun would be
the final stone in tho iluperialist war
structure, the s i gnal to start
hostilities.

The roader of Burnham's pamphlet
should ask himsoclf: why sehould a
couple of faithful bdourgeois uounds
like ILudlow and LaFollette toy around
with tae 1dea of o war reforendun?
Are these agents of Wull Strest really
interested in iving the rnusses the
ability to Jdecide the war issue for
thengelves? A study of the political

scena will dring tho answer to tasse
yuestions. The Dbourpeoisie, 1long
skilled in ruling tioelr society, seek

for evory possible device to deceive
the proletariat and enforce tieir dic-
tatorsnip. To date, the mechanisms
of Awerican hourgeois~democracy aave
been found guite adeyuate for this
purpose. Foreseeing tiie possibility

of being engaged in war, the bourgeoi-
sie hold in readiness overy device
available. Should a situation arige
in which it will bYe necessary to make
it appear tliat tho masses thenselves
have sanctioned tae imperialists! war,
& war roferenduwa would fit in perfect-
ly. Tho bourgeoisie realize that as
long as "democracy" is still feasibdle
as a form of thelr state, their
"democratic" political steanroller
will inevitably be able to squeeze an
over-vhelminy "Ayel" frou the Luass os.
When bourgeois~domocracy is no longer
workable as a forn of capitulist rule,
i.0., when & trick like the Ludlow Re-
ferendun would not serve to motilize
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the masses for the imperialists'! war,
then the probleam of the bourgcoisie
will be to change their foru of rvle.
But as long as bourgeois-democracy is
still useable as a form of capitalist
rule, the Ludlow Referendum, or any
other bourgeois-demogratic rschanism,
will function only to0 cnavle the im-
perialists to execute their will. The
Ludlow Reforendun or any similar de-
vico, while it appears to be a proposal
to extend "democratic rights," is act-
ually part and parcel of the imperial-
ists! war proparations. The mas ses
are gpiven tho treacherous impression
that they havo tho right to decide is-
suwes for therselves under capitalisu.
Moanwiiiie, the ®wurgeois state appar—
atus, designed only to sorvo the capi~
talists, lines the massos up in favor
of war. The war refercndwa inevitably
bocorzes a sweeping campalgn for war.
Tho upshot of the ontiro affair is
that tho masses aro dragoonod into ox-
pressing themselves in favor of war,
and "domocracy" has once ncre
triumphed!

On tho surface, it 1looks as 1if
Burnham is morely supporting a "democ-
ratic right," an extendion of the
voting powor. But "democratic rigats,®
1ikd tho proposal of the Ludlow Liefer-

endunl, 4o not exist in a vacuum. They
constitute parts of the bourgeois-
domocratic state wachinerye. Tho task

of Marxism ig to exposo thesc Mdouce-
ratic rights" for the frauds taat thoy
are. The "“democratic" fakery of the
bourgeoisic does not in itsolf consti-
tute an issue betwean tho prolotariat
and the capitalists as, for oxample, a
strike does. In roference t0 a
strike, which is a concrete struzgle
of tho workors against the bossos, it
is necessary for Marxists to take a
definite position of support when the
strike is carrect or of opposition
when the strike is incarrect. But in
regard to bourgoois-domdcratic devicos,
Marxisn confines iteelf to oging
their clags nature and in thot senso
opposos them. Marxism oxplains to’ihe
workers that "democracy" under capital-
iem serves only the bourgeoisie, and
that only in a proletaria dictatorship
can domocracy, i.e., workorg-deuocracy
operuto in the Iinterests of the toil-
ers. Consoguently, as far as the spo-
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cific proposals of the bourgeois-
democratic Imdlow Bill are concerned
in themselves, it is not the task of
‘Marxism eithor to oppose or to support
them. Marxism confines itself to mak-
ing cloar thoeir class churactor. The
practical conseguences of flatfooted
opposition to these bourgeois-democrat-
ic devices in themgelves would be t0
make it seem that one is oppoOsed to
the masses having the "right" to ox~
press their opinion on an issue. Nat-
urally, to the masses who are filled
with ‘tourgeois-democratic illusions,
this would be abhorrent. On the other
hand, to support the Ludlow proposals
in themselves, is anti-Marxist because
the bourgooisie tarough thé ILudlow
Bill endeavors to decelve the masses
into believing that the war lssue under
capitalism cun be decided by a popular
vote. By means of a strategem 1liks
the Ludlow Referenduyp, the capitalistis
try to conceal the fact that it is the
bourgeoisie, and esypecially the imper-
jalist cligue, whe decide the policy
of the capitalist society. Hence, to
support tiae Lullow Bill assists the
bourgeoisie in feeding the "democr atic"
illusions of the masses. A blunt op-
position to the Ludlow Bill in itself
would be ultru~leftism; to support it,
as the Trotskyites do, is ultru-right-
ism. Therefore, the only possible
position for Marxism with reference to
the Ludlow Bill is +to0 exposse it as a
portion of the capitalist state mach-
inery and in that sonse to oppose it.
The Marxist road consists in what Len-
in termed "patiently explaining" the
bourge ois character of tie Ludlow Bill,

as of all "“democratic rigats" under
capitalisme
Very often it happens that the

bourgeoisie themselves or their agents,
the opporiunists, put forth some de-
ceptive program or slogan whichh appedls
to the illusions of the masses. The
correct Marxist tactic in such « situ-
ation has becn well illustrated in the
past by Lenin. We cite one example.
Toward tine end of 1915, the Austrian
and German social-~democratic traitors
to the workers, aciing undec the in-
structions of the Kaiser's overrment,
issued the slogan of estublishing peace
amongst tiie warring nations. The Ger-
man and Austrian imperiulists, so far

the victors in the cantoest, were quite
willing to llave poace ostablished in
torms of tho status quo, and utilized
tho social..dcmocrats as a means of
sounding out tie Franco-British imper-
ialists as woll as tho masses in gen-
oral. This poace slogan was naturally
vory acceptable to the millions of
toilors who were being torn %o bits by
tho imperialists! war. What was Lon-
in*s position in this situation? Ob-
viously, he could not come out like a
bull in a china-shop against the slog-
an of poace in goneral, for the war-
torn massos would have copgsidored him
some Xxind of raving maniac. On the
otiier hand, he could not support the
bare peace slogan because in the spe-
cific sitvation in which it was issued
it was an 1imperialist slogan. While
lmporialism exietod, the only kind of
peace tnat could be egtablished was an
impetialist, predatory peace. Lenin,
therafore, - adopted the tactic of
neither opposin; nor supporting the
peace slogan in itself, but instead
engaged in exposing its character as a
bourgoois mancuver, as an imperialist
strategem. Lonin‘s task was to "ex-
plain patiently" the class nature of
that slogan. And above all, his line
was to expose tho  opportunists who
were assisting the imperialists in de-
coiving the masses with this imporial-
ist slogan.

Tho above-outlined position on
the Ludlow Bill would be the task of a
Marxist Party which operates in direct
relation to the masses in general. A
Marxist Party would have to "explain
patiently" to0 the masses in general
the troacherous, capitalist nature of
the tudlow Refersndum. Unfortunately,
today there exists no Marxist Party.
The. nolitical field within the prolot-
ariat which should be occupiced by a
Murxist Party is in the possession of
the Stalinist systom. Marxism in
Purty-form does not oxist for thoc rea-
son that the Stalinist reaction devel-
oping since 1921-1922 has destroyed it
compiotoly. The primary task of Marx-
ism today is to re-create 1itself in
Party.form. The path to the ro-build-
ing of a Mafxist Party is through the
exposure and destruction of the oppor-
tunist forces poisoning the prolet-
arian wanks. Tho exposure of the Lud-



- 15 =

low Bill directly to the masses in
gennral on the goounds of Marxism, a
ies< wiich could be carried out only
vy & Purty, is therefore today an im-
poussibility. The Ludlow Bill for the
time being has to be tackled by expo-
sure of the deceptions practiced by
the opportunists in regard to it. On
sucih grounds, the criminality of the
opportunists can be made plain to the
most advanced sections of the prolet-
ariat, rather than directly to the
masses in generals

The question arises: What is be-
hind the fact that the Trotskyist
movement, posing as the inheritor of
the Leninist tradition, has an ultra-
rightist position on the Ludlow Bill?

Trotskyism on the Ludlow Bill has ad-

opted a policy which follows the pat-
torn of the ultra-rightist zigzag of
Stalinism, with its fraudulent use of
the term, democracy, as desmocracy-in-
general, its preachmenty of confidence
in bourgeois-democratic ‘fakery, its
conceulment of the “domocratic" de-
vices by which the bourgeoisie cheat
the toilers into supporting the capit-
alist system. Is it an accident that
Trotskyism falls in line fundumentally
with the ultra-rightist zigzag of
Stalinism or is there ah orgunic con-
nection between the Stalinist and
Trotskyist movements?

Higtory proves uneguivocally that
the answer is the latter of these two
alternatives. The Trotskyist decep-
tions on the Ludlow Bill are not the
first specimen of Trotskyist cooper
ation with the Stalinist "Comintern."
A study of the degenoration of the
Bolshevik movement since 1922 reveals
that the role of Trotsky has been
firast that of ocutright and direct ally
of Stalinism and then o# "indirect "
assistant. Presernt-day Trotskylsm has
its origin in Trotsky's endeavor to
become & member of the Zinoviev-Kum—
enev-Stalin cligue which in 1921-1922
embarked on tie counter-revolutionary
path of burocratically coentralizing
personal power in its own hands. Pur-
suing a policy of apreasing and mollie-
fying the Stalin gang, of strugsling
against Lenin's attempt to destroy the
roots of Stalinism which were omirous-

his 1life, Trotsky transformed himself
into the Stalin cliquefs chief buffer
against the massos and the Lenialgt
line. Just as it is no accident that
today Trotskyism falls in lire with
the ultra-rightist zigzeg of Staliniem,
80 it was no accident that in March
1923 Trotsky assured Stalin's henchmen,
Kamenev, that "I am against removing
Stalin." (See Trotsky's "“MY LIFE,"
p. 486). Both policies cxpress the
basic nature of Stalinite Trotskyism,
an organic part of the Stalinist gys-
tem which adapts itsolf to whatever sit-
vation history presents. The histori-
cal road from Trotskyism's opportunist
support of the Ludlow Bill runs dack
to Trotsky!'s support of the first
ultra-right zigzag of Stalinism in
1922.1923. It was at the 4th Congross
of the C.I. in Novomber 1922 that,
during Lenin's absence because of ill-
ness, the Stalin clique, through its
then political spokesman, Zinoviev,
laid domn its first ultra-rightist
zizzag designed to pootect its buroc-
ratkc power agalnst the threat of revo-
lutionary developments amongst  the
workers thrcughout +the world, Under
the deceptive slogan of supporting a
"non-Commnist workers! governmoent,"
the Stalin gang tricked the workers
into supporting the bourgseois-dcmoc-
ratic govormment of Germany. Trotsky,
who knew of the criminal machinations
of the Stalin-Zinovioev-Kamonev clique
in buying up flunkeys whom they put in
positions of power in thg Stalinized
Comintern, preached confidence in the
Brandler-Thalheimer leadership of the
Stalinist Party of Gormany and pramised
the workers that Brandler-Thalheimer,
whom he Xmnew to be bribed henchmen of
the "Troika," would lead thom to final
victory over the Dourgeoisie.*
Directly cooperatiny with the Stalin
cligque in carrying out this first ul-
tra-rightist zigzag in Germany in
October 1923, Trotsky bears a major
responsibility far the betrayal of the
Gorman workers in that period, Natur-
ally, he is obliged to conceal as well
as he can his part in the Stalinist
conspiracy. Head over hesls in crime
with the Stalin cligue, Trotsky cone
timed to give iiroct support to the
Stalinized Comintern in every feasible
Way. Lator converted int¢ the

ly sprouting already toward the end of  firgt -and chie scape-gzoat 0f the
*  Seo IN DEFENSE OF BOLSHEVISM, Vol. 11, ?3, Ipril-June 1938, pages 2-3, for

material.-on this aspe of Trotsk

OV
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Stalin gang, Trotsky established him-
solf as a loyal "Opposition" of Stal-
injsm. For & long time breathing fire
against even the shadow of an idea of
destooying the Stalintern and re-
creating a Bolshevik Internatiomal,
Trotsky gave Stalin direct and valu-
able assistance in tying the workers
to Stalin's "Comintern." 4s late as
1932 when the Stalin gang through an
ultra-left zigzag was busy selling the
Germun workers to Hitler, Trotsky is-
sued as his policy the following:

“The candidacy ©0f Thaslmann t0
the presidency is, self-egdidently,
the cendidacy of the Left-Opposi-
tion. In the struggsle for the mo-
bilization of workers under the
banner of the officlal Communist
candidacy, the Bolsnevik-Leninists
must be in the front 1line." (L.
Trotsky,GERMANY, ,WHAT NEXT, p.191) *

In fact a recruiting sergsant for
Stalin, Trotsky, wita this open aid to
Stalinism as the basis of his line,
was simply continuing under now con-
ditions his 1922-1923 policy of  sup-
porting the Stalin cliuue.

Foiled in his effort to becoms a
permanent member of the Staelin cliyuej
transformed into a gcupegoat and whip-
ping-boy wivh the balting of whom
Stalinism strives to0 conceal its
crimes; but unab.e tu break his histo-
rical attachment to Stalinism because
of his initial policy of directly con-

* That the Germun Stelinist Party was
a counter-revolutionary trap was of
course well-known t0 Trotsky and his
henchmen. And a8 for Thaelmann, the
Trotskyites were aware that tais Op-
portunist was, in addition to Stalin's
chiof agent in Germany, an embozzler
of Party funds to such an extent tiat
at one timo, in order to divert the
stench frox the workers! nostrils,
Thaelmann was actually expelled from
the Central Committee of the German
Stalinist Party —- only to be immedi-
ately reinstated. Seo The Militant,
Jamuary 15, 1829, p. 3 for this choice
morsel of the history of Stalinism.
Nevertheless, four years later we find
Trotsky "in the front line" herding
the German toilers into the claws of
Stalin-Thaslmann,

piving with ©Stalin, Trotsky as a face-
daver has to give the appearance of

fighting egainst Stalinism. This ho

does chiefly by fraudulently critic-

izing Stalin's fake "theory" of build-
ing Socialism in one country. Stalin's
actual aim,which Trotsky conccals, was

to centralize bwocratic power in his

own hands and prevent the building of

goclalism whether in Russia by

itself or anywhers else in the world.

Another device used by Trotsky to give
the impression that he is fightirg

Stalinism 4is to ‘Yecriticize" what k8

calls the Stalintern "mistakes,"

again "eriticizing" frauvdulently by
shunning to expose the consciously
counter-revolutionary intent of Stalins
ism in perpetrating these "mistakes."

When tho present Popular Front zigzag

was engineered by Stalin, Trotsky at

first pretended that Stalinism was

actually moving in the correct, l.e.,
Leninist direction and "acclaimed" it

for so doing:

"Wo are ever ready to sincerely
acclaim every stop the Stalinists
take on the correct road." (L.Trot-
8ky, "Whithor France," p. 26.)

But later, when the Popular Front ran
euver became fully developed, Trotsky,
as a golf-protoctive cover, issued a
great deal of surface Ycriticism."Mg
always refrained from proving and ex-
plaining the consciously counter-revo-
lutionary intent of this treacherous
move of the Stalintern.

In line with this decoptive Trot-
skyist "criticism," Burnhan in 1937
wroto a pamphlet called "The People's
Front - the New Betrayal." If wo com-
pare the position taken by Burnham in
this pamphlet with that on the Ludlow
Referendum, wo have clear evidence
that Burnham 1s faking when he urges
gupport to the Ludlow Referendum. Un-
der the guise of "criticizing" Stalin-
ism for supporting bourgeois-democracy,
Burnham,in 1937,wrote:

"The bourgeois state, its entire
apparatus and mechaniem, oxists to
onforce the rule of the bourgeoisie
vecves® (J. Burnham, "The Poeoplet’s
Front — the New Betrayal," 1937,
p. 23, Our emphasig.)

Burnham is fully awaro that the whole



machinery of the bourgeois state oper-
etee in the service of the capitulists.
Ia urging support of the Ludlaow Refeér-
endun Burnham argues that a referen~
dum on war is a "democratic right" and
therefore desorves the blessings of
"revolutionary socialists."™ The reader
may ask himself the guestion: perhaps
Burnhum is simply confused and does
not understand the bourgeois nature of
these "democratic rights" under capit-
alism. If this be so, thén he cannot
be accused of conscious fakery in sup-
porting the Ludlow Referendum on the
grounds that it is a "democratic
right." A study of his earlier pamph-
let, however, written in the Trotsky-
ist tradition of esuperficially
“eriticizing® Stalinism to conceal
Trotsky's role as an assistant of
Stalinism, will dispel this hypothesis.
We find Burnham stating the following
about thesé "democratic rights":

"In Ybourgeois socliety these
rights are munipulated by the rul-

ing class to 4its own ends."
(Ibido Pe 34.)
Does Burnham, therefore, know that a

Udemocratic right" 1like the proposed
Ludlow Referendum is "manipulated by
the ruling clase to its own ends"? Yos,
beyond  the shadow of a doubtl
There is notaning ignorant about Burn-
ham. His recent prating about "“rovo-
lutionary socialists®™ s up porting
"democratic rights" 1is not tho result
of any illusions or backwardness on
his part. Burvham is entirely aware
of the bourgeois charucter of these
ndemocratic righta® and of the thousand
and one ways in which they "areo mani-
pulated by the ruling class to its own
ends." He knows that the task of
revolutionary socialists 1s not to
support those "“democratic rights" dut

e St © Hap at
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an integral portion of the imperiulists'
war machine is as clear to Burnh am
as that he is consciously 1lying when
he pretends otherwise.

Trotskyism, like the Stalinist
system-as-a~-whole of which it is an
drgunic part, operates under the mask
of Bolshevism. Trotsky'!s chief stock-
in-trade is thie illusidn in thoe mind

of those workers who break with Stal-
inism that Trotsky represents the
Leninist heritage. Even in the ex-
tromost phases of an ultra-rightist
zigzag, tho Stalinist system ir gener-
al, and Trotskyism in particular,still
rely on the mask or Leninism to0 main-
tain their prestige amongst the work-
ers. Thus it happens that when the
Ludlow Amendment first appeared on
tne scene the Trotukyite  burocrats
mév it actually with a doluge of
criticism phrused in UIeninisast
language. Skilled in manipulating
L3ninist phraseology, the Tro tskyite
chieftains proclaimed that to support
the Ludlow resolution filled the
workersg! mind with anti-chass
struggle illusione:

"In sum, to support the Ludlow
resolution is to inculcate in the
minds of the workers the idea that
war can be 'prevonted! or fought by
some moans other than the class
strugile that imperialist war can
be averted otherwise than by the
revolutionary socialist overturn of
capitalist rule." (The Now Inter-
national, February 1938, Editorial,
p. 40. Emphasis in the originals)

During this same period the Ludlow
Bill was denounced by the Trotskyites
in revolutionary phrases as a specimen
of pacifist fakery which diverted the
thoughts of the masses from the true
Marxist path:

"The Appeal has pointed out that
regardless of the faul less inten-
tions of the supporters of the Lud-
low Amendment for a popular refer-
endum on war, espocially of the
magses Of the people who sec in it
a way of preventing the American
warlords from hurling the workers
and farmers into a new imperialist
slaughter, we cannot become the ad-
vocatos of the Bill. And that for
the simple reason that we regard it
&g anothor of the many pacifist ile
dugsiong by means of which the mags~

es are distracted from ths only
means whereby imperialist war can

be fought, namely, the continoous
mrosocution of the class struggle
against the system which inevitabl
breeds war." Soc’ialié% Appeal ,
eb.5,1938,p.44 Editorial,"Thg Lud-
i Ahsnamiht, gur emphadis.
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That the Iudlow Bill acted as a driug
tc the maases which would only para-
lyze their political senssus was loudly
asserted by Trotskyism:

"To imagine that after all such
preparations have been made for a
new war the imperialist masters of
the country would hold off final
action because of a 'scrap of paper,
is gimply to drug the masses into
the paralysis of false security.
That's the trouble with the Ludlow
Bill." (Ibid,)

Such an apalysis of the Ludlow Bidl,in
words undeniably Leniniat, acted, like
all the Marxist phraseology utilized
by the Stalinist system, to fortify in
the mind of the Trotskyite workers the
harmful illusion that their 1leaders
have indeed 1inherited the mantle of
Tenin. Tnat the Bolaheviem of the
Trotskyite leaders is only a false-
face is strikingly evidenced ir inmure
erable instances, one of them being
their present support of the Tudlow
Bill on the grounds that it represents
something "truly democratic.™ The
sam@ DBurnham who nQw aggs on the work-
ers t0 put confidence in the "truly
democratic" Ludlow Bill was an editor
of The New International which in
February 1938 denounced thig piece of
bourgeois-democratic fakery as & trap
which inculcated c¢lass collaboration-
ist illusions amongst the warkers. The
reader will Jjudge for Limself the
juotice of the assertion that tae
Trotskyite burocrats embody to the
fullest all those Stalinist traits
which have Dbrought such incalculable
disaster on the toilersg throughout the
world.

In order to discover that Troisky-
ism 1is perpetrating a Popular Front
gigzag in line with that of the Stalin-
tern, one must dig down wnder a mount-
ain of what secms tQ be powerful anti-
Stalinism. DBencati the mass of "anti-
Stalinist® face-saving yelling that
Trotskyisi does, a thorouginly Sta lin-
ist ultra~rightist line will be found.
When Stalinism forms coalitions with
Social-Democracy and issues the slogan
of "“an organically united soclalist-
comnunist party," the answer of the
"anti-Stalinist" Trotsky 1is to bury
his followers in the social-democratic

parties ("French Turn," France, Spain,

U.S.A.)e When Staliniem works in
cahoots with the burocrats of the
American Labor Party, the reply of

Trotsky is to support the burocrats of
the A.L P. (Socialist Appoal, August
11, 1839, front page election state~
ment of the S.W.P.). When Stalinis m
howls about stopping the war while cap-
italism still exists by gupporting
"democracy,® Trotskyism urges sypport
of the bourgoois-domocratic Ludlow
Roferendum on the grounds that "the
proposal fer a war reforondum is truly
“"demoeratic®" and that for the magses %0
be able to "decide the most important
of all questions, the yuestion of war,
by a direct vote of the people" is the
vory pinnacle of democracy. In the
ultra~-rightist zigzag, the Stalinist
bumocrats deceive +the workoers into
placing confidence in the Church, pre-
tending that the church hierarchy is
divided into reactionaries and "pro-
gressives,” 1.e.,, priests who ars pro-
capitalist or pro-labor, The peddlers
of religious poison are laden with
friendly gestures by Stalinism in this
periad, as in +the instance where a
certain Bighop Lucey, after making a
domagogic appeal for support to the
workors, was told: "With these pro-
grossive Catholic sentimnts the Cdmm
mnist Party heartily agrees" (Barl
Browder, "A Message to Catholics,"
Ps 4). And the Trotskyite burocrats?
We find them not at all behind the
rest of the Stalinist system in trick-
ing the workers into imagining that
the church hierarchy - its "pro-Yibor"
section - can be of aid to labor. "We
welcome the aid given 1labor by any
individual, including mombers of the
church nierarchy," announced the So=-
cialist Appeal through its editors on
Apgust 11, 1935 (p. 2, editor's com-
ment on a letter in "Workers! Forum").
The priestly bootlickers of the baurg-
eoisie will naturally bYe happy ®
learn that in the working class there
are " Bolshovik-Leoninists" who - will
skillfully palm them off as aids {0
labor. The cooperation of Trotskyism
with the major aspects of the Stalin-
ist ultra-rightist zigzag is
undeniable. The collusion with social-
democratic and bourgeois~-dem ocratic
frands by both Stalinism and its his-
torical offshoot, Trotskyism, is an
historical fact. All the "anti-Stal--
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intet" shrieking of Trotskyism and the
"anti-Trotsxkyist” bellowing of Stalin-

isrm  cannodb ovliterate +tiis fact.
Trotsky shrewdly keeps just onough toO
the "left" of Stalinist Populer

Frontism to avoid giving the gamoe away
to his followers. TLis waneuver, LOw-
ever, must not tlind one to the funda-
mentally Stalinist nature of the
Trotskyist line.

No, when tue Trotskyite, Hal
Draper, in authentic Stalinist Popular
Front manner flings ab the workers the
demaigopic bourgeois-liberal  slogan,
"Toke the War-Making Power Away Fron
Washingtonl Let the Pceople Docidel"
(Socialist Appeal, August 11, 1939),
there is nothing accidental about it.
Nor is ignorance of Leninism at the
botton of it. Conscious, premedituted,
well-planned treachery 1is its oaly
origin. Limitless troachery to the
toilers having its roots in Trotsky's
criminal role of co-plotter with Stal-
in and his cligue in an offort to on-
tronch a sectioa of the leadersiip of
the Russian Commmunist Party in perman-
snt power by burocratic ruchinations
stands behind tuae Trotskyist fallinpg-
in with the Stalinist sgizzags. AL
historical and inescupable attachment
to the Stalinist system by virtue of
participation in its orifinul crime is
the factor tiaal makes Trotsky organic-
ally a part of thc Stalinist system.

A knowledge of how Staliniem
since its origin in 19<1-1922 has been
disrupting the proleturian struggle
against capitalist oppression is the
koy to the present-day problems of re-
volutionary Bolshevik policy. No in-
dividual and no organized tondency can
even begin to recrcate Bolshevism un~
less thoroughly versed in the history
of the workingclass movement eince the
i1llness of Lenin in 1921.
contains the story of the origin and
development of & new brand of oppor-
tunism, Stalinism, which has como to
occupy the centre of the proletarian

stage. It contains the story of the
greatest serics of betrayals of the
workers on récord, a series starting

with Bulgaria and Germany in 1923,
running through Clina and England in

1925-1928 and again to Germuny in 1933,

appearing in France and Spain and

That history

again in China in 1936 to the present
and promising to continue wniil 1t has

crushed +the last spark of proletarian
strongth: for the present historical
poriod. Without an accurate and com-

plete understanding of all aspects of
Stalinism, - its counter-revolutionary
nature ss hurocratic centralism of the
workers state, its zigzag method of
disrupting revolutionary astions, its

perennial scapegoat.-assistant, Trotsky,
~ the revolutionary worker,. hovoaver
sincere, however energetic, however

self-sacrificing, will be working in
utter darkness and will end his offorts
a8 a victim of roattion. Tho first
task’ of the present-day revolutionary
is t0 achieve solf-clarification on
the nature of the forces oporating in
the ranks of the proletariat. Tho
workin,;.class movement 1is now several
goneralions 0ld and has & long and
complicated history. Since the Bol-
shevik Revolution along, there is a
period of 22 years. An indescribable
torrent of workers! blood has covered
the earth's surface in those  two
decades. Much of this bloodshed was
engineored by sheer treachery on the
part of thoso renogade 3Bolsheviks who,
posing as the inheritors of Lenin's
mantle, to this day ars the prime be-
trayods of the toilers. Can any rovo-
lutionary who does not have a scienti-
fic knowledge of the nature of this
treachery honestly considor himsgelf
fit for his task as a leador of the
toilers? And if he has even tho shadow
of a doubt as to the adeguacy of his
knowledge of this treachoery, is it not
his first duty to correct this weak—
noss? His tasks are clear:- first
study independently and in cooperation

with those who have already accumu~
lated knowledge of the nature of the
forces operating in the proletarian

ranks, of Stalinism, Trotskyism, Love-
stoneism and the various other off-
shoots of the Dburocratic degeneration
of the R. C. P. Participate in our
work t6 re-create a Leninist movement
on the basls of genuine Bolshevik
clarity in knowledge and action. Next
there is the task of enlightening the
international proletarian vanguard, of
destroying the influence of the oppor-
tunists and of arousing the masmses for
& strugglo agalrst their oppressors to
establish a Socialist socisty.




TROTSKY, THE UKRAINE
and tho
OEHLERITES

By George Marlen

A\ S the head of his international or
! ganization,Trotsky is compelled to
writec from time to time on some of the
cutstending topics of the day. The
question of the Ukraine 4is one of
these salient topics. In dealing with
this quostion Trotsky starts from the
generally correct promise that "The
latest aggravation of the Ukranian
question is most intimately bound wup
with the degeneradion of tho Soviet
Union and of +the Comintern, the suc-
cessos 0f fascism,kK and the approach of
the next imperialist war." (Socialist
Appeal, May 9, 1939.)

Thais is indubitable, Had there
been no degeneration of the Soviet
Union, or wmore spegifically of the
lcadership of the Bolshevik Party then
Germany in 193 would have ¥Vecome a
saviet States  Austria would have falw
lowed suit. Naturally Dbetween  two
powsrful Ooviet neighbors the weak
and reactionary landlord-—capitallst
Poland would in a brief period have
succumbed to0 the prolstarian revolu-
tion., Rumania and Hungary would have
coliapsed wunder the revolutionary
pressure and the different parts of
the Ukraine would have become united
in a Ukranian Soviet Republic.

The <first phases of the degener-
ation of the leadership of tae Soviet
Union proceeded along the 1lines of
turocratic centralization of power in
the hands of the Gensral Secretary of
the Bolshevik Party through the stran-
gulation of +the Soviet Republic s,
Georgia, Ukraine and others.

"In order to guarantee 'adminis-
trative needs, i.e. the intere sts
of the Dburocracy, the most legiti-
mate claims of the oppressed nation-

alities were declared a manifesta-
tion of petty-bourgeois nationalism.
A1l theso symptoms could be observ-
ed as early as 1922-1923." (Leon
Trotsky,"Tae Problems of the Ukraine,"
Socialist Appeal, May 9, 193S.)

A carcful investigation of the
early period of the Stalinist trans-
formation of the Soviet Union discloses
the wunmistakable fact that already in
1922 the Stalinist Central Committee

was carrying on 1lts destructive work,

In his autobiography as well as in
other works Trotsky states that at the
end of 1922 and sarly in 1923 Lenin
pursued a relentless struggle against
Stalin in whose policy Lenin clearly
porseived opportunism and burocratic
degeneration:

"Wladimir Ilych attached emon-
mous importance +to tho 'Ceorgian!
quostion, not only because he fear-
ed the congeqyuences of a false
national policy in Georgia — a
fear which had been whelly confirn—
ed —— but also because in that
yuestion was Tevealed to him the
falseness of Stalin's whole course
on the national guestion." (L.Trot-
sky, The .Stalin School of Falsifi-
cation, p. 68. My emphasis - G.il.)

Altkhough incapacitated by illnoss
Lenin carried on an extensive corres-
pondence with Trotsky on thic national
guestion, urging him to put. up a fight
against the " Stalin--Zinovigv——Komonev
Contral . Committee.

'On Decembor 30 and 31,1922, Lerin
dictated his "bom®" on tie national

.Jusstion directed against Stalin. This

"bamb" was turned over to Trotsky on
March 5, 1923. On March 6, Lenin 4n a



letter broke all comradely relations
witk Staline Trotsky saw this letter
on tas day it was sent to the Durocrut-
ic Goneral Secrotary. (The Case Of
Loon Trotsky, ps 25.)

In Stalinl!s policies Lenin saw a
threat to tae achievements of  the
Revolution. And Le spoke to Trotsky
- of the need of reorganizing the appar-
atus o0f the party:

"Lenin kecenly sensed tle approuch
of a political crisis, and feared
that tue apparatus would struangle
tho party. The policies of Stalin
became for Lenin in the last period
of his life tue incernation of &
rising wmonster of bureaucratism,
The sick man must more than once
‘have sbuddered at the thought that
he had not succeeded in carrying
out that reform of the apparatus
about which he had talked with me
before his second illness. A ter-
rible danger, it seemed to him,
threatened thoe work of his whole
1ife." (L. Trotsky, The Suppressx
Testament of Lenin, p. 30.)

On March 16, 1923 Lenin's secretary
wrote Trotsky and Kamenev a lotter
stating that Lenin authorized Trotsky
to defend Lenin's position at  the
Twelfth Congress of the already Stalin
jzed Party. On Aoril 4, 1923, a fow
days before the Twelfth Congress, the
Ukreniun Commmnist Party held the VII
All-Ukranian Conforence at xharkov.
Many leaders of tae Ukrunian Party had
already been recruited by the Stalin-

Zinoviev-Kamenoev Central Committee.
The Ukraine was at a point of bVeing
dragged into the  Stalinist system.

Trotsky, as Wwe see from uis aoove-
gquoted admissions, was well—inform?d
of the criminal gume of Stalin. He
concealed the machinations of the
Stalinist Contral Committee. At the
VII All-Uxronian Party Conference he
delivered a report on the tasks of tae
forthcoming Twelftl Congress of the
Rugsian Bolshevik Party. VWhat were
the tasks of tue forthcoming Twelfth
Congress in the light of Lenin's poli
cy? In his autobiography Trotsky
makes these valuabloc admissions:

tenints intentions NOW WERE

as Trotsly

QUITE CLEAR TO ME: by taking the
oxanple of Stalin's policy he want-
od to expose to the party, and rutia-
lessly, the danger of the bureauc-
ratic transformation of the dict-
atorship." (L. Trotsky, MY LIFE,
p. 484. Capitals mine - G.M.)

"Lonin was now preparing not
only to remove Stalin from his post
of general secretary, bdut to dis-
qualify him before the party as well.
On tihe question of monopoly of for—
eign trade,on tho national guestionm,
o yuestions of +tue rezime in the
party, of the worker-psasant in-
spection, and of the commission of
control, ne was systematicalyy pre-
paring to deliver at the twolfth
congress & crusuing dblow at Stalin
as personifyirng  bursaucracy, the
mutual shielding among officials,
arvitrary rule and general rudensss."
(L. Trotsky, My Life, p. 481.)

Tdie tasks of the Twelfth Congress
himself testifies were
yuite clear to him’'in so far as Leninls
line was concerned. The two principal

points were tho couplcete reorganization

of tho apperatus and reversion to 2ol-
sheviz policies. ' When Trotsky had
concluded the vreport, the VII All-

Ulronian Party Conference basing it

self upon Trotsky's ~line, adopted a
resolution APTHOVING the policy of the
Stalin Central Cormittee:

"Tae proceedings of the Confer-
enco bYogan with Comrade Trotsky!s
report on the tasks of the XII
congress Oof Russian Cormunist Party.

“"...As & result of Comrade Trot-
sky's report a. resolution was
adopted, in which the conference
greots the CORRECT line of the Cent-
ral Committoe of the Russian Com—
munist Party and with satisfaction
recérds the firm and capable lead-
orship. The Conferonce considers

aat  the party is solidly united,

the influence of the masses is grow-
ing everywhere."  (Izvostia, April

11, 19<3. My emphasis - G.M,.)

Though 1o knew that Lenin's poli-
vy was to deliver a crushing tlow ag-
ainst Stalin,Trotsly did not utter a
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word against Stalin nor against Stal-

in's burocratic policies. The Ukranian

werkors were led to belleve taat all

was Leninist in the Contral Comuittee,

when in reality the cancer of Stalinist

opportunism had already been planted

in that body. VWith Lenin ill and out

of politicdl activity, the line of the

Central Tomuittee was Stalinist. By

palning off tne Central Comuittec as a

Leninist body, Trotsky helped to plant
the seeds of Stalinism in the Ukranian
Soviet Republic.

Such is tide +wunvarnished truth.
Trotsky was working witk the Stalinists
to strangle the Ukranian Soviet Repub-

lic. He +tricked the uniniorued rank-
and-file and the losseor functionaries

of the Ukraniun Party into endorsing
the opportunist policy whieh transforn~
ed theu into victims of Stalinismi.

A few days after the VII All-
Ukranian OConference, 4in the second
half of April, 1925, at the Twelfth

Congress, Trotsky not only did not

talke up Lenin's struggle againet Stal~

in on the Georgiun, Ukranian and other
questions, but yvotod together with
Stalin, Bumarin, Molotov, 2Zinoviev,
Ordjonikidze and all the others for
the Stulinist resolutions, approving
the line of Stalin.

"The Congress mnanifested such
complete, profound unity of the
Corzunist Party as until now 1t
could not boast of in any of the
periods  of its existence." (U.
Steklov, Iawestia, April &7, 19<5.
E.phasis in the originales)

Stalin's partner at that time,
Zinoviev, in ais speeca announced that-

"All our resolutions have been
adopted  ULANIMOUSLY.* (Pravda,
April 28, 1923, Our emphasis =G.M.)

This included the resolutions on
the national and organizational yuest-
ions. 4And tLis was the Congress at
which Trotsky was autliorized by Lenin
to url Lenia's "boud" at Stalin and
remove him fro:. leadership!

Trotsky is puilty of heavy criues
azainst tho workers. Long bofore the

Twelfth Congress, at the end of 1822,

together with Zinoviev, Bukharin and
other partners and helpmates of Stalin

he laid dowm the Rightist trap at the

Fourth Congress of the C.I. in 1628.

This Dizhtist trap served the Stalin-

ist burocrats to0 stop the revolution

in Gerrany in October 1923. (Sec IN

DEFENSE OF BOLSEEVIEM, Volume II, #3,

article "Cannon's !'Clean' Banner" ).

Togetier with Stalin, Trotsky conceal-
ed Lornin's Testament which was read

secretly besfore the corrupt lecaders of

the Party on May <22, 1924.* Fearing

his own exposure when Eastman revecaled

tae truth about Stalin and the Testa~

wont, Trotsky rushed to the rescue, in

the surmer of 1925,and branded Eastman
& lier.

"All talk with regard to a con-
cealed or mmtilated 'will! is noth-
ing but a DESPICAZLE LIK..." (In-
precorr, Hept. 3; 1825, p. 116 My
enphasis -~ G.M.S

Trotsky incautiously aduits that
not only Stalin tut he too is sappros-
8ing Lenin's writings. In an interview
with a reproesentative of thc New York
Post Le saowed pagoes from what he
termed was Lenin's diary for December
1922 — tho time when Lenin conducted
tno fisht against Stalin, precisely on
the National yuostion:

"He produced what he said were
oxtracts from Lenin's diary for
Decomber,1922, that _never Las been
.Jublished." (New York Post, Octoter
6, 1957. Our omphasis.)

. The more recont incautious rcmarks
by Trotsky make it a™undantly cloar that
Trotsky is suppressing some important
docunents pertaining to Lenin's corres—
pondenice on the national guestions Am-
ong tnese documents, in all probability,
is Lenin's "pomd" which Trotsiky ws
authorized by Lenin to lhurl at Stalin
at tne Twelfth Congress. Having kept
the important documents concealed from
the proletariat for OVER BIXTLEN YEALS
Trotsky now expressds "hope" to nublish
taem: ' "

"The correspondence dealinr with
these matters Las reuained UNPUBLISH-
BD to this day. Ws hope tc publish

* That Trotsky heard the Testament read on May 22, 1924 He admits in his
phlet "The Suvypjpressed Tostament of Leain,"

pamn-
Dpe 11-12. )
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a section of it — the very small
section which is at our displesal.”
(Socialist Appoal, May 9, 1935, Dy
empuasis ~ GelMe)

By satating that the gection of
this momentous correspondence he is
suppressing is "very small" Trotsky
socke to0 arouse in the mind of his
reader a feeling of extenuation. One
recalls the anecdote Karl Marx tells in
Capiial of a girl giving birth to a
baby out of wedlock — but really it
wes such a little baby!

By pointing his accusing finger at
Stalin, Trotsky succeeds in producing
the fualse impression that from the very
inception he has fought the burocratic
strangulation of tie Soviet Union and
the Comintern, whoreas in reality he
double-crossed Lenin and betrayed the
Ukranian and other workers to Stalinism
and world reaction. There is hardly a
more effective or more spectacular way
for a political criminal to avert sus—
picion than to turn véciferous accus-
ations against bhis partners-in-crime.
But in doing so0 he must submerge his
own role completely and taus give a
false account of the crime, painting a
hazy, indefinito canvasp. His picture
disintegrates wunder the eyes of oOb-
joctive investigators forcing a shift
toward a correct direction in tae
course of investigation, 1leading +to0
the full wew of the crime and h i s
participation in 1it.

The Dburocratic degeneration o f
the firet worksrs State and the re-
sulting paralysis within the prolet-
ariat opened a period of the most
frightful Yourgeois reaction in the
history of capitalism. Astride the
Soviet Union, clutching a huge sec~
tion of the international proletarian
vanguard by the throat, Stalinism is
dragging the world toiling masses sec—
tion by section into the pit of uni-
versal Fascism. Posin, as Bolshevism
it operates tarough & zigzag line
which rans now $0 the Left, now to tae
Right of Leniniet policy. I{ has been
successful in preventing revolution in
Germany, China, ZEngland, Austria,
France, ©Spain and in other countrie p.
Its euccess 1s duws primarily to the
fact that it stands uwnexposed. And it

«ig only on the basis of political ex-
posure “ha% the workers can bo won
eway from Stelinlsm. Not only its own
followors bmt also, and egpecially the
revolutvionary workers who have broken
with 2t subjectively do not understand
it, do not kmow its gonesis and its
mothod of operation. Most of these
anti-Stalinist workers have fallen
intc the trap constructed by Trotsky.
To avoid oxposure, Trotsky prevents
tho leakage of truth. Ho doos his ut-
most to defeat tho development of a
genuine Leninist Party whose found~-
ation can be nothing but truthe The
rise of a new Bolghevik party will
spell the doom not only of Stalin but
also of Trotsky — the entiro truth of
Trotsky's past in the destruction of
Lenin's Party and the Comintern would
become commonly known. Since he is
tiod to Stalinism with tho iron chain
of history, Trotsky, like Lovest ono,
mist go along, politically collaborat-
ing with Stalin in the betrayals o
the working class. He is not only a
target for Stalin from 1923,o0n, ™t he
is also a powerful shiocld for Stalin-
ieme It 1s Trotsky who has been the
chief savior of Stalin in the most
dangerous passos.

One of the wueans Trotsky employs
to prevent the workers from investi-
gating and grasping the real character
of the Stalinist reaction is to instill
in their minds the costly illusion
that Stalinism can be broken not by
means of a direct campaign of exposure,
but by competing witli it for the influ~
ence among the masses. He divorts the
workers from political thinking through
u fuke mass line. Having himself part-
icipatod at the steering wheol of the
Comintern during the botrayal of the
Germun masses in 1623, Trotsky kno ws
that with the workers ignorant of the
nature and method of Stalinist reac~
tion, they are nelpless victims of
this plague. He knows that no revolu-
tionary party can be built and no re~
volution can take place anyvhoro if
Stalinism as a wholo, including hie
own role, remains unexposed. Precise-
ly because ho wants to provent such
exposure he poses the possibility of e
proletarian revolution in Poland, Hun-
gary and Rumania which would free
western Ukraine, without stating that
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as the prerequisite the revolutionary

workers et first free tic veaguad

from +the Comintern and from other op=-
portanict forces. Upon Nis skillfully
cons*ructed deception ho sots up tho
entrapping Tantasy that after a suce
cessful revelution the westorn Ukraine
would not Join the Stalinist Soviet
Tnion tut would wrost the Soviet
Ukraine from the Stalinist boot.

Trotsky accomplishes many things
here for the preventiomn of detection
of his crimess No one who has not
learned the facts will suspect that
Trotsky Limself placed the Ukraine as
well as Georgia and the other Hoviet
Reput lics under tha Stalinist boote It
will be remote from tae minds 0f Trots
sky's deceived follcwrs tiat Trotsky
is directing taeir thoughts along a
non-existent path Without  their
knowing it they are politically seccure-
ly chained to Stalinism. Trotsky's
politics is rooted in Trotskys trecach-
erous stand at the VII All-Ukranian
Conference, in his betrayal of Lenin
and the masses at tho Twelfth Congress
of +the Russian Communist  Party.
The authentic Leninist line cannot he
picked wp in Trotsiy's support to
Stalin in putting over the burocratize
ation of +the Party wunder the sign
"Leninist Recruiting" in 19¢4, nor in
his suppression and later denial of
Lenin‘s Testament, the existence of
which he admitted publicly oniy afier
Stalin made this admission, (Pravda,
October 1927), nor in Trotsky's shame-
ful October 16, 1926 dsclaration, in
which he pledged to Stalin "to lend
every assistance in 1liguidating™ the
infringement of Stalin's discinline,
nor in his miserable statsment in
August 1927, nor in his platform of
unity with Stalin at all costs, nor in
the wretched declaration of December
3, 1927 which he signed. The trden
end of Lenin's line cannct be found in
Trotsky's policy of tellilg the work-
ers of Germany in 1932, ")3l eyes to
the Communist Party," nor in his sup-
port of the Stulinist-dirscted Spanish
Popular Front* - with fale "¥riticism®™
Nor -can it be .fuund ia tao present
-mass-line policy or building e bourg-
eois Labor Party J: in tiw mucgecls
* JSee IN DEFENSE OF BOLSHEVISM, Vo.II,
#$2, SPAIN,

liberal slogan Let the People Vote on
War .- all reactionary trans meant tc¢
divert the arti-Stalinist workers from
thirxing correctly of the Bolshevik
task todsy —— 1o establisiment of the
wihole trueh about +the degsneration of
the Soviet Urion and the Comintern,
snd %aus wresting the vanguard from
Stalinism e&nd from other opportunist
currenis through political exposure,.
Tas real Leninist line can be picked
up historically only in the sickroom
of Lenin. 1%hore hé wrote nis letters
on the National Question against Sta-
lin, letters that Trotslky suppressed
and is <etill suppressing. There he
stated his policy for tho removal of
Stalin which policy Trotsky opposed
then, "I am against removing Stalin
oonn-cu" (LL,TI:OtS,}:!. MY LIF‘E._.; N po486)’
and politicslly opposes today. The
policy Lenin laid down in his sick-
room is fundamentally the policy today
—~—- out out the Stalinist cancer which
is eating at the vitals of the first
workars State and the international pro-
letariat! Organizo a powerful camp-
aign of exposure of Stalin, and of his
chief target and lightning-roly Troiky
Only by ‘breaking the Stalinist Comin-
tern in at least one important country
- ¥France, United States, Soviet Union,
Caina or some other - can the pardydis
induced by the Stalinist devastating
disease be broken and the world prolet-
ariat, limh by 1limb, released to
fight its class enemy, the bourgeoisie.
The broaking of Stalinism in one im-
portuant country will cause it to tot-
ter at aome. Thers will be no nced
then for an isolated action of wrest-
ing the eastern Ukraine from the boot
of Stalin, since Europe and the entire
world will be rising on new found—
ations — the international Soviet
Stato.
*

In connection with Trotsky's
subtle concoction on the Ukraine, it
is important to examine the positim
taken by Hugo Oehler and his group,
the Rovolutionary Workers Leazue, in
an articlé in The Marxist of July 1939,
"An Answer to Leon Trotsky and Others,"
in which they "refute" Trotsky an this
issue. Oekler offers himself to the
workers as an opponent of Trotsky
along fundamental lines. Just how
"fundamental" Oehler's opposition o
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Troteky really is can be gathered from
the fact that, théugh history oproves
Trotsky was one of the original parti-
cipants in the Stalinist conspir acy
in 1922-23, Oehler insists the Trotsky
"opposition" rerresented the "Marxian
Trunk" of the Staliniet Comintern ad
that Trotsky was a Marxist up to 1934.
It is only to be expected that, on the
basis of such a position, the Oshler-
itos fall in their articls 40 presemt a
single particle of genuine exposure of
Trotsky's fakery in the Ukrainian
issus. In dealing with Tretsky!s
arsicle in which Trotsky incautiously
maxes the. astounding admiseion that ne
has been withaolding Lenin's corres-
rondénce on the national question for
over 16 years, the Oehlerites make no
mention of this damable fact. That
the Revolutionary Workers League pre-
sents not a syllable of the historical
material which proves Trotsky's com-
plicity in the Stalinist burocratiz-
ation of the Ukraine goes without say-
ing. Wrapped up in their opportunist
“mage line," +the Oehlerites are not
concernsd with establishing historical
fact. Not historical fact but the
myth that Trotsky fought against Stal-
inism is Oehler's "contribution" to
the workers! understanding of the Ye-
trayal of the Ukrainian tolilers. Pre-
senting no gemiine exposure of Troisky,
Oehler, palming himgelf off as a Marx-
ist, has to concoct issues on the basis
of which to ‘'“combat"™ Trotsky. The
QOelilerites restate in their own words
what purports to be Trotsky's position
as follows: "First the Soviet Ukraine
rmst be freed from the rest of the So-
viet Union, then we will have the pro-
leturian revolution and unification of
the rest of the Ukrains." (The Marxist,
July 1939, pe 5. Emphasis in the ori-
ginal.) We do not find such implic-
ation in Trotsky's article. On the
contrary, when speaking of a united,
and independent toilers! Ukraine Trot-

sky says "This program is in irrecon-
cilable contradiction firgt of all

with the interests of the thres impeér--
ialist powsrs, Poland Rumania and
Bungarye.s..The programef independenc ®
for the Ukraine in the epoch of imper-
ialism is directly and indissolubly
bound up with the pregram of the pro-
letarian revolution." (My empha~
sis « GeMe

Following this clear declaration

Trotsky's remark on the oprnres-
sive internal regime in Stalin’s Uk~
raine; +then the following statsment,
quoted by the Oehlerites:

cories

"In the face of such an internal
situatien it is naturally impossible
even to talk cf-Westerh Ukraine vol-
unsarily joining the U.S5.5.R. as it
is at present constituted. Conse-
guently, the unification of the
Ukraine presupposes freeing the so-
called Seviet Ukraine from the
Stalinist boot." (Our emphsis-G.M.)

That Traqtsky here discusses
whether Western Ukraine would or would
10t join the Stalinist Soviet Union
after the Wegtern Ukraine has freed
iteelf from capitalist Poland and Hun~
gary, is clear. How can ons even be-
gin to speak of the free will en the
part of Yestorn Ukraine inZhe task of
unification of the Ukraine, if it con-
timue under ¢the bloody hecels of the
Polish, Rumanian and Hungarian land~
lords and capitalists! But the Oenler-
ites pick out in Trotsky's statement
the word “presupposes™ and assert that
this negates Trotsky's foregoing de-
claration that the gquestion of inde-
pencence of the Ukraine is bdound up
wi th the yprogram of prdlétarian revo-
lution. In the same article Trotsky
makes yet another clear statemont:
"The genuine eman¢ipation of t h e
Ukrainian people is inconceivable with-
out a revolution or a series of revo-
lutions in the weste....." We are not
out to "defend" one opportunist against
another; we are interested in estab-
lishing facts as they are. It ig ob-
vious that the Oehlerites have seized
upon Trotsky's cover-ismue, distorted
certain meaning in it and then attack-
ed the diptortion to show their fol-
lowers that they are "fighting" Trot-
sky. This kind of trickery is typical
of the opportunists.

The Oehlerites' distortion natur~
ally plays directly into Trotsky's
hands, for in this case he does not
reyuire a Shachtman to give a "Marxist"
expkanation to an audience of misine
formpd workers of some subtle OppOr=
tunist maneuver, 1like the French Turn
or support to a bourgeois-reformist
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labor party. The Oehlerites! digtor-
%ion is yuite transparont for any pol-
1tically-mature worker to se6o0.

The whole "fight" of Trotsky
"against" Stalin and of Oshler
"agaihst" Trotsky with the fake issue

kickod about as a football is romini.
scont of the early days of tho Stalin-
ization of the Comintern. Lovestone,
Foster, Cannon, and the lcaders of
smaller cliyues werc at each othor's
throat on issues that comploteéy
screened the steadily growing cancer
in the Soviet Union and the Stalinist
betrayals of one section of tho world
proletariat after another.

The problem of the Ukraine as it
is prosented by Trotsky and his "op-
ponents" the Oehlerites, diverts the
workers! attention from the aciual
problem of the toilers of Frunce,China,
Aerica and of all otuer countries.
The problem is t0 break the grip of
Stalin's Comintern, waich parades as a
Bolshevik organization, uponthe deci-
sive section of the world proletariat,
The concrete need of the present is to
uncover all the vital facts about the
burocratic desgeneration of tae first
successful prolctarian revolution to
expose the particirants in the Stal-
inist burocratic development and tear
away from the opportunists their mis-
led fdllowers, The fundamental cause
for the present unprocedented wave o f
capitalist reaction, the Stalinist re-
action within the proletariat, .rust be
made clear to the workers. They must
be brougat to the realization that if
Stalinism is not broken, then not only
will there be no revolution in ay
country, but on the contrary, every
vestige of the gains the international
proletariat has mide in the last hund-
red and fifty years will be wiped out
in toilers! blood by the bourgeoisie.

Teach, explain, expose, wrost the
workers from the clutchos of Stalin,
Irotsky, Lovestone,and other betrayers
of the masses - that is tho problem of
the international "Ukraine"! The oX—
posure of the trus nature of Stalinism,
its mothod of preventing revolution as
it is recorded in its horrible betray~
als in Gormany, Cuaina, Spain — this
is the problem beforc the workers. Tho

tearing of the Bolskevik mask off Trot-
sky's face througz tho camplete expo-

sure: of his criminal role as the part-

ner of the ronegade Stalin, as tae be-

trayer of Lemin and thé knifer of the

Goorgian, Ukrainian, German and other

workors - this is part of tho task of
destroying Stalinism of which Stalin-

ist Trotskyism is but a political

branch. md part of this general task

is the ecxposure of various Left Trot-

skyists, Oechler, Field, Stamm and oth-
ers who sitisld Trotsky, thus hiding

tie truth about the rise and dev elop-
ment of the Stalinist reaction.

There 4s no great difficulty in
showing up Trotsky and Stalin once the
facts arc unearthed and placsd side by
side, roevealing the picture of treach-
ery, subtle hypocrisy, deception a nd
crime. Oehlor, Stamm and Rield can be
easily oxposed as distortors of tmth
concerning Stalinism, particularly its
Trotskyist angle. But it is infinite-
ly more difficult to oxpose thom on
tho basis of arguing against imagzinory
situations or +to oxpose their fake
mass linoc. And yot these arc their
strongest means with which theoy blind
a section of the vanguard. Many revo-
lutionary workore imagine it possibdle
to reacih tho massos in compotition
with Stalin's Comintern are fooled by
the '"mags. line" waich really is no
mass line, for all the "mass-line"
groups . operate in the main among ade
vanced workors. But it provides the
opportunist leaders, Trotsky and lis
Cannons, also his ‘“opponents,"  the
Oehlers, Stamms and Fields with a po-
worful will o'the wisp to divert the
workers from learning tho true history
of the dsgeneration of the first suc-
cessful proletarian revolution and
from pursuing thoe immediatec, corcrote
task of gathering individual revolu-
tionists to form a nucleus of tho
future Leninist Party and Leninist In-
ternational. The real reve lutionists
will reestablish all tho Marxist posi-
tions on fundamontal questions of the
struggle of the proletariat ageinst
its enomies, will pick wup the line
forrmlated by Lenin daring the last
days of his political life and stand-
ing on this Bolshevik foundation will
carry on relentlessly and indefatizab-
ly until <they acomplish the great

taske.
° August 1939




BETTY FISHER - VICTIM OF DECEPTION

3y Di S.

|

E:I’HE Socialist Appeal of June 30,

4 1939 prints part of a statemont
vy Botty Fisher, a former C. P. and
Y.C.L. member who, no longer bYolieving
Stalinign to be a revolutionary agent,
joins the Trotskyites wihiom she regards
as tiae "Growing; Parade of Revolution-
iStS."

"!ecent evonts,' she declared,
Thuve oponed wuy eyes to tihe truth.
The Cormunist Party has ronounced
its militant past. It has become
the tail of the New Deal kite. It
has becous a bulwark of tie status
Yuo — 17 million wuneuployed, it~
security, and the threat of Fascism
and war.!" (Socialist Appeal, June
30, 1933, p. 5. Our euphasis.)

The implications given here are
that Stalinisu was in actuality at one
tine a revolutionary force, that 1t
nas o rovolutionary past, but that it
nas now renounced it through its sup-
port of "New Deal' Lourgeois democracy.
NWothing is further from the truth.
2ut the truth alout what the past of
the Stalinist Party actuallg is has
boen concealed from Betty Fisher by
Browder, by Trotsky and his Auerican
mencimen, Cannon and Shachtman, by
Rovastone and all those to whose bene-
fit it is to conceal +this truth. T
minds of the Betty Fishers have been
80 culoroformed by them that reality
is hidden irom the worker groping for
the truth. The history of the develop-
meut of Stalinism and Trotsky's actual
participating role in the Stalinist
dcgereration are concealsd from Betty
Fighor by Stalin and Trotsky alike.

The American C.P. of which Betty
Tisner spoaks specifically has always
‘veen an oOpportunist force. Its lead-
ersiip fron tiie very beginning pluyed
alony wita ©Stalin in  the process of
his usurpation of power in tlie first

workers OState. Stalin as early as
192<¢ was already briking leaders in
the C.I. The present leadership which
has Vveon in powsr, through Stalin's
choice, since 1529 4is an outright

vicious arm of the Stalinist C.I.

To one who is familiar with the
leadership of the American Stalinist
Party as it was and as it is today, it
is only necessary to0 recall who have
teen its 1leaders since the Purty was
organized. Among the first cligquoas to
come into control of the CePeUsSeAe
was a Cannon-Lore~Foster-0lgin-Browder
coubk ination. Thoe names speak for theme
selves. With the exception of Leore
and Cannon who assumed different op-
rortunist forms, the above-mentioned
agents of OStalinlsm &are to this day
the loading tetrayers of the American
workingclass. Perbhaps this was the
"militant past" of tho Stalinist partyl
Or perhaps it was during the Pepper-
Lovestone-~-Ruthienterg supremaey in 1925
whon Stalin, through his agent Gusev,
switched the minority into a faithful
majority which became the Peppcrslovo-
stone-Ruthenterg~-Olgin-Cannon lsader-
ship., The mere fact that the feul ad-
venturer Pepper stood together with
Lovestone at the head of the C.F. pro-
cludes tie revolutionism of the Ameri-
can Stalinigt party during this pericd.
Or perhaps it was revolutionary in
1928 when Cannon and Co., tanling on
Trotsky's roturn t0 power in the So-
viet Union, became Trotskyrites and
were expelled. Or whan Lovesisno and
Co. were ousted by the centralizatiom
process and Browder becane tue al-
mighty reprosentative of Stalinism in
Anmerical

The Betty  TFishers have hal the
truth about the American Stolinis ¢
Party concealed from them ani wita it
the entire histery of the Staliniee
ation of the Russian Party and the C.I.



Stalin, it is obvious, must conceal
from the workors fthe selezting acd
oasting of 1leadorships. The proccss
which wont on in the American party
was univorsal. Taus Stalin built als
machine. The Olgins, Welirns*mes,
Stachels, Bedachts, Garnsesss, Fatha~
ways he&ve no Leninist, miiltant past
to renocunce. From the day thoy eutar-
ed tuc Comintern they have always been
sookers of posts of powers

And while the mnachinations for
pover were going on in the Amoric-
an Party, a political policy was deing
laid down for the workers to divert
them (rom roevolution. An ultra-Righte-
ist policy was being established at
the Fourth Congress in November-Decerr
ber 19<2 by Zinoviev, Stalin and other
burocrass. Trotsky, Browder,Cannon,
Loveztone all have in . coumon  the
necessity of concealing from the work-
ers the truth about their participation
in Stalin's first right zigzag. Trot-
sky rmust conceal his nachinations with
Zinoviev, Kamenev and Stalin. Cannon
dces not speak of his own burocratic
raneuvers with the corrupt John Pejpper
in 1923, of his alliance with Love-
stone, with Weinstone, wiih Foster-
Srowier for the coantrol of the Anori-—
can section of tne Stalinist Inter-
national during whkich rmaneuvers all
wore particivating in Stalin's crimin-
al betrayal of the German and other
worxers, and at tho same time lhiounding
Stalin's chief scapegoat, Trotsky. The
Hightist trap of supporting a "non-
Comamunist workers! governmont" was
utilized to ULetray tho German prolet-
ariat in 193 via a coalition with So-
cial Democracy, Tae Stalinist Brand-
ler-Thalheimer leadership whicih was in
consrol or tie Gerian party {(in the
same process as had texen place in
Anerical carrieéd out the line of the
Stalinized Comintorn and participated
as wministers in tns coalition govern—
ment. Detraycd the German  warkers
throigh thc support of German bourpg-
ecis dsmocracy and wavse given the en-
thusiastic support by ell tae leader-
ships in the encire Staliniet lnter-
national, including tae Arerican. The
yoa. 1924 saw a alort Leftliygc period
with righsist featwres in e count-
ries, during which %he Estionisn and
Bulgarian workers wevre betrayed

throughh putschist methods. And then
again enother faull Rightist zigzag waa
introdvcad which lasted wuntil 1929,
Tho Awmericen C.P. controlled by Stalin
and his usurping clique inthe Soviet

pnion, participatod in theso early
kightlet gzipzags by painting as

friends of labor thae "liberal" bourg-
60is La Follottes and launching fake
Farmer-Labor parties.

Anorica in 1929 saw the introduc-
tion of the ultra-Leftist porlod which
romained until after the German be-
trayal - 1933-34., The "militancy" of
the Auerican Stalinist party and of
its leadership remains wunparalleled.
Miner, Nessin and Anter fouzht the New
York police force t0 a pulp. There
was.no end to "militant" denonstro~
tions, marches upon the New York City
Hall, attacks wupon "“social-—fascisn" -
whick culminated in the disruption of
the Socialist Madison Sgjuarc Garden
mecting in TFebruary 1534. Yet there
was 10 more viclous counter-revolution-
ary forco within the American vorldng-
class than the Stalinist Party of the
"rzilitant past."

In order %o correct the illusion
of Betty Fisher that the C.P. has a
Leninist militant past and that onlg
now has it ceased to be revolutionary
bscause it uhas bYecame a'New D eal
kite," Trotsky and Cannon would have
to oxplain to hor that this is not the
first time that Stalinism has support-
ed bourgeois dermocracy; that cven in
its most "uilitant® phases Staliznisn,
in protecting its nower in tlo Soviet
Union by preventing the spread of
October, always supports tho bourg-
oocisie. Trotsky and Cannon would have
to reveal to Betty Fisher their omn
role in this Stalinist degensration;
Trotsiky his support of the ultra~
Rightist 1line of tho Fourth Congress
in 1922, of his rejoction of Leninls
policy of removing Stalin. He would
have to reveal his support of Stalin-
ism from its very inceptiun, aXrag of
Stalinism only that he be cllowed to
live and let live. 1In ordes to cleri-
fy tas Betty Fislkors about tle Stalin-
ist betrayals one st explain cor-
rectly +the first ono, the Ccmintarnls
support of bourgoois democracy in.Gere
nmany in 1923. PBut this neither Trote
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sky nor Cannon can do becauso they
participated in tiais and overy ather
betrayel of ©Stalinism by concealing
the truth and the true nature and
methods of Stalinism.

Today the identical party is the
chief nmisleader of the American work-
ere whica was so "militantly" fighting
the cops in 1932,wiich so "militantly"
called Roosavelt a Fascist, waich 80O
"rilitantly" called almost every bourg-
eois liberal, ©Socialist, Trotskyist
and Lovegtoneite a fascist in order 0
conceal reality frow its followers. IE-
is the identical party whicha in the
first ultra-kight operiod of 1923
worked to organize fake Farmer-Lacor
parties and in the "militant" ultra-
Leftist 1832 periol condemncd the Lau=
or Farty couception as fascist; vhich
in the present ultra~Rightist period
prosents tho ATL as lionest and sincere
and whieh ia 1932 declared the AFL and
its leaders to be Fascists. This
party Las never renounced its past. It
was corrupted with Stalinism from the
day it was born btut Dbecause IDetty

Fisher is not seritted by Cannon and

other oprortunists to see beyond a
small part of a cortain phase of tae
prosent Lightist zigzag, the rotien——
ness only seems to her to have set in
recently.

And thers comes a period as in
the past wiken Stalinism can no longer
foed the ultra~Riziitist muck to ghe
proletariat. Without understardirg
the real naturc of Stalinism, workers
begin to show resentnent to its poli-
cies. Then Stalinism covers up its
betrayal witn the gradual introduction

8f another Leftist line. Because the
Carnons and Lovestones carefully coun-
ceal the truth from the worksrs, nany
of the unsuspocting Betty Fishers will
again sce a "militant" "Revolution—
ary" line pwsued by Stalinism. Roose-
velt and the AFL will again becowme
Fascists. Again all the btetrayals by
Stalinism .nd Sceial Democracy will be
heaped upon the lead of "social-Fas—
cists." And the chief target will

remain as over, Trotsky.with Lovestone
thrown in for good measurec.

The Betty Fishers, if their rove-
lutionary inclinations arec not to be
betrayed, tust Tveware of opportunism
in all its forms. By Jjoining the
"Growing Parade of ERevolutionis ts"
Betty Fisker ig marching out of one
camp of opportunism into another. The
Appeal reports that she "called wpm
all of her C.P. comrades to follow in
her stops and join in the fizht for a
Socialist world." We hope that  the
honest members of the C.P. and of all
the other opportunist traps hreal- with
their organizations and really join in

ne fizht for a Socialist world — a
Marxist fight of exposing all opportun—
ism, of roestablishing a Loninist
party to lead the workers in  that
struggle and that they will not fall
into the error of DTetty Fisler of un-
consciously helping Trotsky to con-
ceal nis own true role and Stalin's
exact iwietiods in the betrayal of the
proletariat in the past 17 gears.
Clarified, they will indeel take the
Leninist road of throwing off opport-
unism and joining with Marxisi -~ t0
fight for that Socialist world.
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NOTICE TO READERS

Beginning with the next issue, this publication will appear under the namc ofi-
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