Down

‘When Hitier, with his typical imperiai-
ist brutality, invaved Stalinist Russia, a
new stage of the Second World War be-
gan. The much vaunted “non-aggression”
pact ‘between Hitler and Stalin, which

The outbreak of this new sector of the
imperialist. war is m itself a terrible con-
demnation of Stalinism. For it is to be
remembered that by signing the treaty
with Hitler, Stalin gave him the green

ith Hitler! Down With Stalin.

for the “right” to conduct a few invasions
of his own.

And also, in exchange for the breathing
spell- which Stalin gained, and the new
lands which Hitler allowed him to domi-

!

attack on the imperialist democracies as
the ones solely responsible for the war.
In the words of Stalin, uttered in Novem-
ber, 1939, “it was not Germany that at-
tacked France and England, but France

was supposed to have guaranteed an era
of 10 years of peace, exploded in the
most violent sector of the war.

light for beginning the war in Europe.
Stalin protected Hitler's eastern, north-
ern and southeastern flank in exchange

nate and exploit, Stalin had his puppets
“Com-

throughout the world, the various
munist Parties,” concentrate their

and England that

main
'

attacked Germany,
thus taking responsibility for the war.”
(Continued on page 2)
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Coolie Wages
For NYA

A great robbery is being perpe-
_ trated on the NYA workers in New
“ ¥ork- City. 'According ‘to an ‘an-
‘nouncement of Helen Harris, NYA
. administrator, the following changes
- will take place beginning July 1:
All NYA workers on “defense”
‘projects are to have their hours
increased from 60 to 160, with
‘only a $3.00 a month raise.

All NYA workers on ordinary
projects are to have their hours
- increased from 60 to 90, with no
raise.
In plain language, the NYA is
chiseling on its workers.
The excuse offered by the NYA
officials is that the increased hours
will offer a chance for more con-
centrated training so that jobs will
be able to be secured for the NYA
youth more rapidly. That is accept-
able to the NYA workers. But, they
ask, why not raise wages to at least
" the point where they continue to
‘receive their present 36 cents per
' hour? And better yet, since these
" youth will now be doing produc-

ﬂon work (in which they will com-
: with union workers and ap-
tices and thereby tend to drive
wages down) why shouldn’t
they receive the union standard of
" B0 cents per hour for apprentices?
The NYA is getting its workers to
do production work —under the
i excuse of “training”—at scab
This is robbing the NYA
mm and cutting into standards
‘of privately employed union work-

NYA workers in the various pro-

ts have already begun to organ-
e into local unions in order to
‘against these scab proposals.
Challenge advocates independ-
militant organization of the
YYA workers in order to retain and
their wage and hour stand-

THIS IS WHERE WE CAMEIN ...

It’s Expensive to be Killed!

The People Are Taxed for the Imperialist War

By BILL HAINES

Despite its “non-belligerent” sta-
tus, the United States has appro-
priated a total of $43,000,000,000 for
“national defense” and “aid to Brit-
ain."” This sum is only a drop in
the bucket compared to the sums
spent in the actual waging of a war.
The inevitable question is: “Who
will pay for the war?”

_The answer is: “The people of the
United States.” They will pay in
the following ways: 1) higher
taxes, 2) rationing of consumer
goods, 3) higher prices, 4) cutting
of social services.

1) Higher Taxes. In 1939, accord-
ing to the report of the Temporary
National Economic Committee, 20
per cent of the income of persons

chased by the low income group.
The Treasury plan also calls for
sharply increased income taxes—
as much as 400 per cent—on the
lower income brackets. The plan
thus adds an enormous load to the
already overburdened poor, while
the rich are practically untouched.

2) Rationing of Copsumer Goods
—Guns or Buiter! The story was
that the U. S. would not be affected
like the rest of the world by the
war. American capitalism could
produce enough for “defense” and
the needs of the people as well
“Guns and Butter” changes to

“Guns, No Butter” according to the
best precepts of Herr Goering’s for-
mula.

Secretary of the Interior Ickes
promises “gasless Sundays” for the
eastern seaboard. Eleanor Roose-
velt in a press conference “advised
American families to get ready to
cross off their shopping: lists au-
tomobiles, aiuminum pans, and cer-
tain types of food in'behalf of de-
fense.”

The 1941 Commodity Year Book
issued by the Commodity Research

(Continued on page 4)
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WE PRESENT WITH PRIDE--

. .. the new, renovated six-page CHALLENGE OF YOUTH.

We felt that it was necessary; that we need more room to report
and discuss what is happening on the world front, on the frade
union and Negro and youth front.

So we present this new CHALLENGE—with the pride that
unulmnuhhvhxauwgﬂnhoummhhwheodm

Aniweukyou.oomnduudsympﬂhlunmdﬁuﬁ.hm
us preserve it, improve i, enlarge it. READ IT, SUBSCRIBE TO

T, BELL IT!

\

F.D.R. BEGINS WAR ENTRY;
E SAY: IT'S NOT OUR WAR!

Moving closer and closer to the precipice, the Roosevelt

Administration has just taken

the final steps in preparation

for actual war entry, as this issue of The Challenge goes to

press.

The recent events showing the last mile drive to the war

rd N\

VIENNA, Austria. — Hermann
Goering’s wife, wearing a rich
tiara, attended an opera here.
Part of the audience began to
sing “Where Did You Steal That
Tiara?” When the police were
unable to quell the disturbance
and the lights went down, Frau
Goering sneaked out.

AYC Sees
Stars---
And Stripes

Special to The Challenge

Philadelphia—In as abrupt and
fantastic a series of political flip-
flops as have ever been seen on the
youth political front, the American
Youth Congress, the holding com-
pany of the various Stalinist youth
groups, shifted its allegiance from
its previous pro-Stalin and “anti-
war” policy to a pro-Stalin and pro-
war policy, at its congress held here
over the July 4 weekend.

From the point of view of the
Stalinist leaders, the time was a
particularly unfortunate one in
which to hold a congress. The Sta-
linist movement was just. im the
midst of an enormous somersault
in which it was adopting a com-
plete pro-war, interventionist posi-
tion because of the sudden forced
shift of Stalin to the side of the
imperialist “democratic” powers.
As a result, many delegates were
still “unclarified,” some of them
still retaining bits of the old line.

Confusion Apparent

When our group of members of
the Young Peoples Socialist League
(Youth Section, Workers Party) ar-
rived at the congress’ opening mass
meeting, the confusion present
among the Stalinist delegates was

even apparent among some of the|

speakers.
The fraternal delegate from Can-

are:

1) Without asking Congress for
as much as a by-ym—lwn‘. M
President . _
step, whhh A wol-
diers into the lctll.l zone .l e--
bat operations, brings the country
perilously close to an actual sheot- :
ing war. Especially since the Presi-
dent has ordered the Navy to keep
the lane between Iceland and
America cleared, it is quite con-
ceivable that by the time this pa-
per is read, some incident involv-
ing American and German ships
will have occurred which will be
used as the pretext for war. In the
meantime, the seizure of Iceland
is another instance of how Amer-
ican imperialism is gradually edg-
ing British imperialism out of the
picture by “helping” it.

2) Secretary of the Navy Knox
made a speech in which he called
for the American Navy to clear the
Atlantic of U-boats—that is, war.
Since Cabinet members don't pop
off without the knowledge of the
President, it is certain that FDR
was using Knox as a trial balloon.

3) In his report to Secretary of
War Stimson, the chief of staff of
the U. S. Army, General Marshall,
proposed that drafted soldiers be
kept in service for more than a
year, and that permission be grant-
ed to send drafted soldiers over-
seas. The connection between this
proposal and the drive toward war
is obvious.

4) As The Challenge goes to press
there are rumors in the daily press
that some form of U.S.-British na-
val cooperation, possibly convoys.
is contemplated. When you read
this article, it may already be more
definite.

These are but a few of the signs.
There are more; but there is no
need to go on listing them. It is

(Continued on page 2)

Against War

The overwhelming sentiments. ot‘]:
the American people in favor of
staying out of the war have fo
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Sticky Note
Masthead lists Irving Howe as editor again.
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i offer freedom to the
: Germu jackals, who are far
-worried

routes and oil than about the na-
{ _homeland. Palestine—where
» Zio were to find their es-
‘cape from Hitlerism, even before
the. vorking class would overthrow
i and its parent, capitalism
 the scene of armed struggle, or
tion for it, on the part of
: ‘and capitalism.

HASHOMER AND THE WAR
. And how ironic, too, are the con-
tinuad ostrich  pelicies of the Seo-
pist groups in- America—
; lhtnh'—which still
3 saying that they cannet
teﬂvely pulhipate in the domes-
. tic struggle against the imperialist
war, because they, as persecuted and |i
Jews, can only at-
tain the social status necessary to
l!tllule against capitalism and its
War . . . in Palestine. In Palestine

m v-, holocaust of the war!
Tomorrow, members of Hasho-
. mer, #t will be too late to fight

’ their national home, |i
t over by the British |
about ports, trade|i

by IRVING HOWE

The tragedy is great. And its
impact is not lessened by the fact
that there sre ironic overtones.
The tragedy of the fate of the en-
thusiastic and idealistic young Jew-
ish settlers who have toiled to build

give them arms! The serfs of the
British Empire beg for arms to de-

fendxt.andth.mammto
give the serfs arms; because the
master‘is more aware of the danger
of potential revolt among the serfs
than are the serfs themselves!

but you want to wait until you get
to Palestine before you indulge in
political class action.

We greatly fear that the only
way the vast majority of the Zion-
ist youth will ever get to Palestine
w1ll be as draftees of the American

today, you, many of whom
understand the real nature of the
war and many of whom speak out
for the Third Camp as opposed to
both imperialist camps, today you
refuse to participate in organized,
open anti-war activity. You must
wait . . .

openly against the imperialist war,

in receipt of a letter from
friend who was pres-
. at the conference of the Keep
Out of War Committee
: about two months ago.’ The
m it would appear, was a
of reactionary isolationists

tor Wheeler stripe (wno
ed his listeners that if

where they came
a few of the for-

1lorn Norman Thomas socialists, who
limped wearily along as pathetic
seconds to the isolationists. In his
speech, Thomas found it necessary
to come to the defense of near-fas-
cist Charles A. Lindbergh, but did
not find it necessary to distinguish
himself from the jingoistic dribble
of Senator Wheeler.

But such has always been the
ridiculous role of Preacher Norman.
The poor stooge for the wrong guy.

(Continued from 1)
nomelt is headed break-
m
, il headed for war, despite the
. that every poll taken in the
ifry shows that the people are
st the war. The Chicago Trib-
¢ recently held a poll in which
two-thlnh of those qustioned

Yet Roosevelt, interested in driv-
ing the country into the war in the
interests of the imperialists and
bosses of the country, continues his
drive.

Roosevelt says the war is for “de-
mocracy.” Very well. Let him
prove it! Let him hold a national
popular referendum on the question
of war entry; let the people decide.
‘We are confident of the results; we
are confident of the fact that the

:| American people don't want war.

And now, before it is too late, it is
time for them to speak up against

the war.

“mat‘er of taste.” )

Just as in the first period of the
war, Stalin fought as the junior
partner of Hitler for the extension
of his domination over those peo-
countries that fell to him |
share of the plunder of con-
does Stalin today fight to
imperialist rule over the
he yesterday conquered
the aid and approval of Hitler,
the retention of his bloody rule
Russian people, for the

i

B

it as the junior partner of
London-Washington allies.

Against Both Sides
In the first period of the war,

You are living through that bewil-
dering period when your orgoniza-
tion turns a political ‘somersault in
which it takes ¢ position exactly op-
posite of yesterday's.

Yesterday, against the imperialist
war; today, for aid to Britain. Yester-
day, against any moves toward war
entry; today, the Daily Worker sup-
ports Secretary of the Navy Knox's
statement proposing that the Amer-

_ican Navy clear the Atlantic of Ger-

man U-boats—that is, enter the war.

Surely, such a breath-taking turn
must necessarily make one stop to
think for a minute: Why? Is it cor-
rect?

Let us for a moment review what
you said up till yesterday. You said
that the war being conducted by Brit-
ain and America was a reactionary,
imperialist war; that is, it was a war
conducted in order to preserve the
British Empire and to extend the
Ameérican. To support the American
government in the war, your move-
ment said, was to help lay the basis
for fascism in America; it was to pave
the war for war-time dictatorship.
~ Now you have forgotten about all
these things. Your organization says
it is for aid to Britain because Russia

-

“One may respect or hate Hitlerism, just
as any other system ef political views. This
is a matter of taste. But to undertake war
for the ‘amnihilatien of Hitlerism’ means teo
commit eriminal folly in politios—Izvestia,
October 9, 1939.

has entered the war. Therefore, you
support all moves to aid Britain, even
going so far as to call for “unlimited
economic and military aid to Britain
and Russia,” that is, for war.

We want to ask you several ques-
tions. We think that you should care-
fully think them over:

1) Does the entry of Russia into
the war change in any way the nature
of the British economic and political

Lettor 1o Y. C. 2. Mombors - -

system of imperialism? Does it lessen
the internal economic contradictions
of British and American imperialism
which, together with those of impe-
rialist Germany, are the real causes
of the war?

2) Does British imperialism exploit \

colonial India in any less brutal fash-

- ion today than it did before? Is there

any reason today to support. the strug-

tion of the war and for peace . . .”—MolotofT,
quoted in World News and Views (Stalinist
organ) of November 4, 1939.

gle to extend this domination, which
reason did not exist before?

3) Does not the tendency toward
internal totalitarian dictatorship exist
in America as it moves closer to war,
just as much as it existed before the
entry of Russia into the war? |s there
any more reason to support today the
war preparations of the Roosevelt gov-
ernment which lead to this dictator-
ship than there was yesterday?

4) Yesterday, .your organization
attacked any attempt of Britain or
America to dominate any smaller
powers under the pretense of military
necessity. Why does the Daily Work-
er support the military occupation of
lceland? Is that not an imperialist
move on the part of America, just as
much as, say, the seizure of Czecho-
slovakia by Germany or of Greece by
Italy was an imperialist move?

5) Yesterday, you pointed to the
fact that in his war drive Roosevelt
was becoming more and more vicious-
ly anti-labor? Has not this remained
true to this very moment? Has Roose-
velt sprouted wings merely because
Stalin has been forced to shift to his
side of the war?

6) Your main reason for giving
support to Britain is that it is fighting
against Germany, which, in tum, is
fighting against Russia. “Do you not

know that when Lenin was at the head
of the Soviet state, when there was
still workers’ democracy in Russig,
that when Lenin made a pact with an

imperialist power, the - revolutionary

workers still continued to oppose that

power? For example, when Lenin -
signed the Brest-Litovsky treaty with

Germany, the German Communists

continued to oppose the German gov-

ernment and even opposed the treaty

as being reactionary on Germcny's

part. Compare this with the stand

taken by William Gallagher, British
Stalinist leader, who asked the work-

ers to refrain from strikes and to

speed up production!

7)  Your party says that its support
of Britain is determined by the fact it
is Russia’s ally. Very well. Let us ask
you this: If, as seemed quite possible
at the time, Britain had engaged in
military action against Russia at the
time of the Russo-Finnish war, while
still continuing its war against Ger-
many, would the American Stalinist
movement be in favor of aid to Ger-
many on the analogous grounds that
Germany was fighting with Russuo
against @ common enemy?

We raise these questions in a seri-
ous spirit. We believe that a serious
consideration on your part must con-

“We have always felt that a strong Germany
is an indispensable condition for a durable
peace in Europe.”—From a speech by Molo-
toff, then Soviet Premier, quoted in Daily
Worker, September 1, 1939.

vince you that to support imperialist
Britain and America in this war is a
fatal error for the working class. We
seriously and cordially invite you to
discuss these matters with us. The
columns of our paper are open for
your comments, We are ready to tallg
these important matters over with
you.

Young Peoples Socialist League

(Youth Section, Workers Party)

Stalinists Become Open War-Mongers at AYC--

(Coatinned from page 1)
the war as imperialist and de-
manded the freedom of India.

This, however, was not to deter
the Stalinists from jamming their
new, pro-war line across. The de-
cisive resolution which was pre-
sented to the Congress on foreign
policy contained a clear statement

‘urging aid to imperialist Great Bri-

tain and its new partner, Stalinist
Russia.

Stalinist spokesmen got up, one
after another, and declared that the
war was for democracy, that the
war could not be said to be impe-
rialist, that it was necessary to send
convoys to Britain and Russia, that
America- should enter the war “if

One s:t and watched in amaze-
ment these very same people who
only iwo weeks ago were denounc-
ing the war as imperiaust suddenly
transeform themselves into rabid
jingoes. They no longer even tried
to hide that there policies were de-
termined, not by any domestic
needs of the American people, but
-ather exclusively by the needs of
:he Kremlin's foreign policy.

YPSL Speaker

-In monotonous succession the
3talinist delegates got up to par-
‘ot each other in their fingo speech-
28. The convention was falling into
he lethargic state of having to list-
:n to continted Stalinist harangues,
when it was announced that Irving
HYowe, editor of The Challenge and

ielegate from the Young Peoples|,
Socialist

next.
Stalinists paid at-

In a foreeful, biting speech, Howe

s |denounced the h risy of the
Sta!inilhwho their line on
war in accordance with the desire
otatnnnslonim cy. He de-
r |clared, “The war in pe remains
;‘antmperullltwar despite Russia's

entry into it. Anti-war youth must

moy’p:naﬁtamot

tempts by Stalinist speakers to re-
fute Howe's speech. (As one Stalin-
ist leader put it afterward, the dis-
cussion was “disoriented.”) The
YPSL spokesman was labeled an
“appeaser,” a “Quisling,” an “agent
of Lindbergh.” But none of these
stupid epithets could change the
fact that the cloud of Stalinist unan-
imity had been pierced and that the
point of view of the anti-war YPSL
now occupied the center of the
stage.

The Stalinists fully exposed them-
selves, however, in subsequent dis-
cussion that was held on an amend-
ment made by one of the delegates.
This delegate spoke for aid to im-

perialist Britain, but wanted to add
a phtonic statement to the resolu-
tion, condemning British imperial-
ist rule in India and Palestine.

The Stalinists opposed the amend-
ment!

Ed Strong, Stalinist floor leader
at this session, said that to fight for
freedom of the British colonies to-
day would “divide the anti-Hitler

forces” and that the way to insure
freedom for Britain's colonies was
to imsure the victory of Britain and
Russia in the war. (Did he REAL-
LY believe that a victorious British
Empire would free its colonies? Or
was he merely doing a bit of Sta-
linist bootlicking?) As a result, the
amendment was defeated, though a
considerable number of sadly con-
fused YCLers voted for it.

The final instance of Stalinist
war-mongering came when a reso-
lution ppposing the sending of an-
other AEF to Europe came up on
the floor. The Stalinists had been
playing the “clever” game through-
out the sessions of having some of
their speakers criticize the foreign
policy resolution as *“too mild” and
urging American entry into the
war. They could not. however, jam
through a resolution for an AEF
since that would antagonize too
many AYC supporters and would,
as MacMichaels declared, “cause a
crisis” in the AYC. As a result,

John Gates, the Stalinist leader,

made a declaration that his organ-
ization favored “full military aid to
Britain and Russia” but that it
would abstain from opposing this
specific resolution.

In the first vote taken on the res=
olution, at least two-thirds of the = =
delegates abstained, together with =
Gates. In a second vote, enough
delegates were secured to vote for
the resolution, although at least a
third still abstained. i

The convention was composed als = |
most exclusively of hide-bound Sta»
linists, some of whom were a bit |
dazed at the flip-flop taken by their
organization. And their s
were sharpened. by the consistent
political hammerings that the mem»
bers of the YPSL present at the
congress gave them. Constant dis-
cussions were held by YPSL mem-
bers with Stalinist delegates at the
congress and a considerable L
of YPSL literature was distrib
including The Challenge, a Cl
statement on the AYC and a spés
cial leaflet on the colonies point.

Young socialists in ‘Kansas City
are feeling the brutal fist of fascis-

Kansas City Cops Persecute YPSL

underwent a three hour grilling. ,

Not only was their literature
(“slush”) = confiscated, but they
were threatened with an immediate
midnight trip to the state prison
at Jefferson City (hanging up the
phone, a cop said: “We just got
word that you are going to be sent
to Jeff City”). . Also they were
‘promised an eveutual sentence in
one of thc government concentra-
tion camps said to be operating in
Texas end California. The lady was

[AMINTERESTED
in receiving more Inbr-nﬁ-
about the YPSL.

Name
Address

City

\

threatened with being “thrown in
a cell all night with all the fast
ladies from Thirteenth Stxeet.
incidentally you will like it
there. It hasn't been delouud
months.”

The boy was told “We don't

you. We will hound you
night, watch your friends,
you go, hounding you aill
open your mail and see to
| erly that you don't get emp
from anybody. And don't
we can't do it, either.”

To these threats our com
plied, “Lieutenant, I shall
subseribing to any literature
I want to read.” This wah




a secre
a time.
Committee,
\ written,
at not.
not important here. What
5 impC nt is to try and dig down
ensath th sensational newspaper
ries and headlines and try to find
What is the significance of the

rica First Committee and of the
tionist movement as a whole?
T therefore intend to answer the
following questions in this article:
1) Why did the America First
~  Committee arise, and whose inter-
- ests does it represent?

'2) What is the composition, the

various influences, of the commit-

3) ‘What is the program of the
AFC?

9 ‘What is the future of the AFC? ror T

v ‘While it is, of course, correct to speak of Amer-
ican capitalism having certain general, basic inter-
ests to which all of its sections agree, it is also true
that within the capitalist class there are various

‘ groupings who have different interests of consid-
erable importance. The two main groups are those

represented by Morgan and Rockefeller. Both of
them have important investments in South America

and hence agree that American imperialism must

THE CHALLENGE OF YOUTH

€) An Analysis of the

America First Committee

exclusively dominate the Western Hemisphere. But

the Morgan group, has tremendous investments in

Europe and, more specifically, in the British Em-
pire, while the Rockefeller group has its main con-

centration in the Far East.

As a result, the Morgan group
(which, generally speaking, is today
represented by the Washington ad-
ministration and the Democratic
Party) advocates a bold policy of

direct intervention in European af-
fairs, since a large part of its exist-
ence and power depends on the
preservation of the British Empire.
The Rockefeller group, however, is
not too directly concerned with
what happens in Europe—except
insofar as it affects American im-
perialism as a whole and insofar as
it affects its investments on other
continents. Hence the Morgan
group tends toward intervention-

ism and the Rockefeller group tends toward isola-
tionsm.

There is, however, no basic conflict between the
two. Both want to defend American imperialism;
and both realize what a powerful rival Nazi Ger-
many is for American imperialism. As a result, they
both agree on essentials: defense of American im-
perialism, domination over the Western Hemisphere.
Hence, for example, Rockefeller, Jr.'s advocacy of

Here, for the first time in any Amer-
ican paper, The Challenge presents the
story of the British apprentices.

~

British A

war entry. But they disagree over the speed with
which America should come into conflict with Hitler
and they disagree over what policy to pursue with
respect to Japan (the Rockefeller group being far

more aggressive toward Japan).

That, then, is the first major social basis of the
America First Committee—it represents that section
of American capitalism which, roughly speaking, is
centered in the Rockefeller group and which does
not have its basic life-line connected with the Brit-
ish Empire.

LITTLE TO CHOOSE

From the point of view of the working class and
the youth, there is really little to choose. We care
little as to which section of imperialist investments
is especially protected; both Morgan and Rockefeller
oppose our interests with equal vigor.

But there is still another social basis for the
America First Committee—this is the *“small busi-
ness man” who deals mainly in consumer goods for
the domestic market. He is in favor of imperialist
armament and the war expansion program, but he
is also opposed to the inevitable results of actual
entry into the war—curtailment of consumer goods
production in favor of war goods production.

These sections of the capitalist class, then, have
their interests reflected in the America First Com-
mittee. In addition, there are the Mid-Western large
farmers, who, while enjoying the war boom, fear the
disturbances coming from actual war. What is
common to all these groups is their support of war
preparations—and their desire not to enter war.
That is one veason why the America First Commit-
tee is in such a hopeless dilemma.

But if the America First Committee represents

the basic interests of a section of American
rialism, there are at least several other te noies
in the organization. These may be listed as follows:
a) The Big Business, semi-fascist and potentiz
fascist spokesmen. These are persomified
men as Walter Castle, an extremely shrewd formes
Hoover aide, who is said to be the brains behind
Lindbergh. These men are seeking a Fuehrer .
think they have him in Lindy--who, so far, seems
willing and ready for the role. :
b) The Mid-West isolationists, many of whom are
closely connected with the above mentioned
Business group. These are mainly senators—Nye,
Wheeler, etc. Some of them are semi-fascist in ten-
dency (Senator Holman of Oregon, who is anti-
Semitic); others are typical of the Populist middle
class farmers. This group, while probably b
the largest population section of support to the
has no real independent policy of its own—in a basic
sense. They will either capitulate to the interven-
tionist Roosevelt forces, or they will drift to some
form of fascism. Their lack of any domestic program
which is uniquely their own, makes this an event
necessity.

THE PACIFIST LIBERALS

c¢) The pacifist liberals—like Norman Thomas
and John T. Flynn. How these poor sheep strayed -
into such sinister company is a sort of mystery; ex-
cept for the fact that their failure to realize that the
only genuine anti-war struggle can be found in the
working class camp has led them to . .. the capital-
ist camp.

d) The foreign fascist groups and the crackpot
tinge—the Bund and Joe McWilliams. They are

(Continued on page 6)

prentices Fight Back!

g shortly before the war and develop-
' - ing Ms greatest strength and power under the strin-

glnh! of the British war dietatorship, a movement
 invalving almost 50,000 young apprentices, averaging
! ' from 14 to 21, is sweeping the engineering
(machine shops) and shipyards of Great Brit-
It has already been tested in several great
: es and has welded the apprentice coun-
B

's foremost industrial areas into a na-

nal ‘organization, without the aid of and against
‘opposition of the official trade unions, although

entice movement recruits its members into

ctive unions of the British Trades Unions

AR

o

the rest of Europe, British industry has a
rd four year training period for skilled work-
hich working youth must complete in order to
‘such unions as the Amalgamated Engineering
n (machinists). The significance of this is likely
e lost on American workers who are organized

y industrial unions as semi-skilled production
) since the journeyman in England who has
leted his four-year apprenticeship has a stand-
n the great British craft unions as high as a
nember in the old International Association of Ma-
Sinists had before the day of industrial unionism.
his job through the unior; in union shops
te of pay is set by union standards; he has the
' and privileges of the most skilled British
For the privilege of graduating into this status
apprenticed youth sacrifices wages and working

conditions. And the extension of the British war
economy in 1939 made him the most exploited
among the British ‘workers earning less than even
the new trainees in the British shipyards and ma-
chine-shops although the apprentice has a greater
PROMISE for the future.

Meanwhile, apprentices 16 to 20 years old were
working for 10, 12, 14 and 16 shillings per week
while their cost of living for one week was at least
25 shillings. At the time of the strike in the Clyde
Shipyards (Glasgow,® Scotland) the cost of living
had gone up 5 shillings 2 pence on
the British pound, while appren-
tice wages had gone up only 4
shillings 3 pence.

The movement among the ap-
prentices began in the Clyde ship-
yards of Glasgow, a city noted in
the fraditions of the British labor
movement as the center of the revo-
lutionary shop steward movement
at the close of the last war and at
the beginning of the present war.

As in all of England, the Clyde

apprentices did not bargain collec-
tively for themselves. Apprentice
committees in the works were, in k
effect, chosen by the management.
If a member of the committee made demands con-
sidered excessive by the management he was intimi-
dated and transferred. The apprentice movement
began when the apprentices formed committees in
the works independent of the management.

)

's Poet

The Clyde apprentices then put forward their de-
mands (this was in 1939) and months of negotia-
tions followed with no results. Finally, negotiations
were adjourned for “an indefinite period” with no
concessions. The adjournment took place in Febru-
ary, 1941, after two years.

Promptly, the committees went into action and
a strike was called. Almost every youth walked out.
One month later, March 29, 1941, the strike was set-
tled with increases. Ten thousand boys in 36 firms
in Clydeside and Kilmarhock areas were involved.
They had no trade union backing, but the bosses

were unable to use blacklegs
(scabs) because the wages were
too low.

The statement issued by the exec-
utive committee of the Clyde ap-
prentices was as follows:

“The apprentices were forced to
take action because of low wages.
They knew how long the official
procedure took and struck to speed
it up. It was the only way in which
we could bring pressure on em-
ployers and trade unions.

“The movement was absolutely
non-political and reflected the feel-
. ing of the mass of apprentices.

LA “Our demands were justified on
these grounds:
“l. The rise in the cost of living.

*2. Apprentices from 18 to 20 are being asked
to face death in the forces (armed forces) without

An Aitwseer: o
Archibal.d MacLeish

by Eugene Victor

ever having enjoyed a living wage.
“3. The profits of shipbuilding and engineering
firms are soaring.”

As a result of the strike, the Ministry of Labor
was forced to set up an inquiry into the conditions
of the apprentices in the Clyde shipyards. A result
of even greater significance was the spread of ap-
prentice committees to the Lancashire areas (Man-
chester).

Ten thousand boys in 18 Lanecashire firms struck
for wage increases. This time the government deter- -
mined to break the strike and with it the apprs
tice movement. Six leaders were arrested (th
cident was important enéugh to be rep
New York Times, April, 1941) and charged with
taking part in a strike over a dispute not reported
to the Ministry of Labor and National Service.

Calling-up notices (conscription induetion no-
tices) were served on a number of the apprentices
with the statement by the government, “If these
men ‘will not work in the engineering sheds, they
must be made to aid the national effort elsewhere.”

Although the apprentices were forced to return
to work, they secured the release of their leaders
and the promise of increases.

Nor was the movement discouraged by this strike-
breaking activity on the part of the Ministry of La-
bor. The Manchester Committee and the $
Committee exchanged representatives; the mowe-
ment then spread to Dundee and Wallsend, where

(Continued on page 5)
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'years ago, you wrote a poem that con-

T s
and fifty years we've been

Letter to Archibald MacLeish:

“we had liberty

tion was self-evident
- were free because we

R — "'

needed—we, the neglected and locked-out genera-
tion, who were told to ring doorbells when we asked
for jobs. ;

Now we are needed. So the bands begin to play,
the flags to wave, and poets become eloguent
(though also a bit forgetful of South Chicago Me-
morial Day and River Rouge with the Ford Militia) .

The war which rages in the world today will be
won not primarily on the battlefield, you tell us, but
in “the minds of the young men.* The Nazis cannot
win the war, regardless of their military victories,
so long as they do not persuade my generation to
accept their creed of life.

A NEW VISION

That is true, Mac! eish. Battles are fought, and
often won, in the field of the mind as well as in the
field of force. So you plead with us—we who, as
you yourself admit, have “nothing of their owr to
fight for"—to adopt a new eredo of demacratic faith,
some new mystic vision of human dignity and free-
dom which will resist the authoritative thoroughness
and relentlessness of the fascist triumph.

You are worried—how we hear your Ma:ter's

_you belong has been pre-
experience to respond more

—

We look at this country, which our parents and
brothers have built and work in. We have seen
enough to make us doubt. We have seen injustice,

inhumanity, inequality, exploita-
tion. We have learned what the
source of these things is. We call it
capitalism—does the word rankle
in your delicate ears?—the system
of misery and poverty, the system
you yourself say “nreither you nor I
can take much pride in.”

And we are no so ready to die for
it, to fight for it. We remember
Wilson. We remember the bonus
marchers. We remember the bread
lines. Yes, and the South Chicago
Memorial Massacre and the Ford
Militia at River Rouge.

In one form or another, these

scars with metaphors. You tell us thflt a I\Elr
must answer that of Hitler. How accura ’
describe the armies of “democratic” cap

“
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rison and Robert Newton.

by Jessie Startgen

. BARBARA-—Written by George Bernard Shaw, produced by
~ Gabriel Pascal and starring Robert Morley, Wendy Hiller, Rex Har-

. George Bernard Shaw is almost never profound, but he is almost
llvm brilliant. “Major Barbara,” one of his old plays that has just been

* produced as a movie, is a constantly stimulating picture that makes the
audience indulge in a few unusual mental gymnastics.

o i You leave the movie house with the feeling of having had an mtellec-
3 tual rubdown, but you also wonder exactly where it took place. The pic-
ture tosses around so many ideas—and the ideas are the most important
part of it—and tosses them around with such grace and abandon, that you

are often tempted tc wonder if there are any ideas in it at all.

\ The story is very simple. Barbara is'a major in the Salvation Army
who is deeply devoted to the cause of saving souls. She is also the daugh-
ter of the greatest munitions makers in the country. She meets her father
for the first time since childhood and they are attracted to each other by

basic similarities in character—a certain domineering sense of the im-

. portance of their own destinies. She is at first scornful of her father’s
way of life, but she loses faith in her creed when she sees her beloved
Salvation Army go to its greatest enemy, her-father, for funds to con-
tinue its work. Bewildered by the hypocrisy of the pacifist and teetotaler
‘Salvationists, who accept money from the munitions maker and brewer,
she is finally won over to the idea of sharing the management of her
father’s tremendous factory town and trying to construct her Utopia

_ 'This simple—and none too astounding—plot is magic in the hands of
. Shaw. The dialogue is infernally clever; the acting splendid; the general
- character of the picture far more thought-provoking than most American

But what is the idea of the plot? I think that one of the main ideas

~ is an attack on reformism. (Yes, from GBS, the incurable Fabian!) By
i . reformism, I do not mean, of course, any specific political creed; that's
By reformism, I mean all those attitudes toward so-
"eﬂy that.are half-hearted and superficial; all the hypocrisy that attends
- the political, social, economic and cultural Salvation Armies of all types.
Shaw has no love for the munitions maker; he respects, however, the
character of his cynicism, the uncompromising contempt

he has for the ineffectual old ladies of both sexes who bewail the
reiorm them with whisk brooms. I do not doubt
wolld respect, if hate, a genuine, thorough

,‘oi!ler ey lden of the picture is #h annfhilating attack on’the
. absolutist concept of right and wrong. The pink-tea morality of the
Army—which attacks war and gets money from .the munitions

not Shaw’s con

R

on the grounds that it will

thereby prevent unrest among the

'mkau—is merely symbolic of an attack on all such moralities. Bar-
‘bara's simplistic morality fails because it is based on a lack of recogni-
~tion of the workings of the capitalist world. Her father's morality suc-

. eceeds—and only the morality of a genuine revolutionist can better it—
m it is attuned to the realities of the class struggle. Shaw, of course,

is cynical; that is his doubtful privilege. But for his cleverness, his sur-
glell inecision into hypocrisy and myths, we must be tremendously - thank-

. ful Tt is a picture above our times.

(Continued from page 1)

i h transportation and fuel sup-
plies is inevitable in the United

a nation-wide salvage
would be started to yield
" pounds of aluminum

19,000,000 jobless.

A."The People Are Taxed
For Imperialist War

creased costs in consumer goods
will really be felt, due to higher
prices on new stocks of materials
bought by wholesalers.

Prices are rising much more rap-
idly now than at the beginning of
the war. The Labor Bureau's com-
modity price index rose as much
in the last three months as it did
in the first nineteen months of the
war. The figures also do not tell
the story of the rise is food prices
Isidor Lubin, U. S. commissioner of
labor statistics, announced that
since November, eggs have gone up
108 per cent, lard 155 per cent,
sugar 6.6 per cent, and potatoes 7.4
per cent. This is only the beginning
and the cost of living will rise very

to | rapidly in the next few months.

'4) Cutting of Social Services. The

has not provided for the figure of

Recreation for Youth:

By PHYLLIS HOFFMAN

The sight of the U.S. battleship
Washington sliding down the ways
into the briny deep was supposed
to have been 'an awe-inspiring

sight. Its inspiration~’ ilue was
somewhat lost on te we
were thinking abx pr.olem
bothering most young .ple, espe-

cially at this time ot year. Now
that summer is here—what are we
going to do with our spare time?

Recently, we read something
somewhere about how most young
people spend their spare time. A
survey was made by the American
Youth Commission which showed
some of the following results.

The question asked was: “How do
you spend your spare time?”

Among the answers were:

“Just walk around like the other
girls do.” (This from a girl 21
years old’ who left school at the
completion of the third grade.)

“Go around and gossip.”

“Gamble, shoot craps and play
pool” (This from a 17 year old
boy out of school and unemployed.)

“Walk around and walk around and
go home and go to bed—all my time
is spare.” (This from a Negro boy,
21 years-old.)

These are the forms of “leisure”
which young people are forced to
resort to. Our society provides them
with nothing better to do.

No Facilities

Rural youth find nothing else to do
than go to the movies—when they
have the money. Other than that
there are no recreational facilities
for them. Young people who are
unemployed, or who earn just
enough to keep them in cigarettes
and provide their families with
sorely needed necessities, look for-
ward with the same dread to spare
time as they do to their jobs. They
can't afford commercial amuse-
ments like movies and concerts;
there are practically no public rec-

\
so they spend their spare time by
wasting it.

Although the plxght of rural and
low income youth in regard to rec-
reation is pretty miserable, the
plight of Negro youth is even worse.
The young Negro who lives in the
slums, who is given only dirty work
to do, can seldom afford commers
cial amusements. When, in rare
cases, he can, he finds that the color
of his skin bars him from restau-
rants, swimming pools, tennis courts
and movies. There is little else for
him to do than to play in the
streets or to start running around
with “gangs.”

A Chance to Live

These are some of the facts about
youth we found in “Time on Their
Hands,” published by the American
Youth Commission. Most "of us
know of these things. We've seen
kids running wild in the streets
because there doesn't happen to be

reational facilities for them, and

a playground in their neighborhood.

Time on Our Hands - - What
Are We Able to Do With It?

We've seen young people pounding
the pavements and loafing because
there aren't any youth centers for
them to go to where they can meet
young people, or learn something
about arts and crafts, or how to
play a musical instrument, or sing
and' dance in' groups.: Fhere ‘aren't
enough publi¢ reereational ce S
for young people—places where
they can swim and play tennis in
the summer, and have group activ-
ity during the winter.

The launching of the Washington
didn't inspire us with awe, but it
inspired us with a few ideas. The
cost of that ship is something we
find hard to estimate, never having
come into contact with such sums.
But we do know that the millions

sorely needed
tennis courts, playgrounds
youth centers. - It would mean a
chance for the millions of youth
to relax and spend their spare time

swimming pools,

profitably and enjoyably.

Why Is Roosevelt Stingy
For Army Boys’ Recreation?

A tremendous drive is now on to
provide the conscripted soldiers
with recreational facilities. In every
Tommunity a call for funds to help
the boys in uniform is now broad-
cast through the medium of the
USO (United Service Organiza-
tions). In this matter, as in others,
we see how cleverly the propagan-
dists are attempting to build up the
war spirit.

A total sum of $10,765,000 is need-
ed to staff and operate direly need-
ed recreational facilities near 360
army camps and naval stations.
Compared to the astronomical fig-
ure of ' $28,000,000,000 appropriated
for war, the sum required is but a
drop in the bucket. Moreover, of
the sum appropriated more than
$11,000,000,000 has not been awarded

everyone else ought to kick in and
“sacrifice.”

Bethlehem Steel makes $2,000,000
clear on just one battleship! The
least that Congress could do would
be to appropriate the necessary
money for the draftees and then
raise it by a program of taxation
that would hit those who are mak-
ing fantastic profits.

Another step toward solving the

“recreational problem” would be to
give the draftees free use of the
railroads so that they can go home
on furloughs and leaves. At the
present time, it costs more than a
month’'s salary for most draftees to
travel and this is prohibitive in ef-
fect. The railroads are cleaning up

on the “defense” program and this|. .

is a “contribution” they could well
afford.

spent for it could provide for the|: -

and...

Left
Of the

News

We see by the papers...

Colonel Branshaw, who com-
man-ded the troops in breaking the
North American strike, calls it an
impartial action directed as much
against capital as against labor .
we presume he means that they'll
bayonet a picket even if he's a
boss . . .

We followed with great interest
the military career of William Mec-
Chesney Ryan, former president of
the New York Stock Exchange, who
was drafted amid much fanfare a

while back . .. yes, we followed it
right up to . . . a swivel-chair job
at Fort Jay. ... Who said vou have

to be a President’s son? . ..

“In a conference with his staff,
Henry Ford often says: ‘Go ahead *
—1I'll sit here and represent the pub-
lic.!"” (Ford Motor Co. adv.) < . .
Rumors that Ford is jumped upon,
kicked, gagged, blindfolded and
robbed are emphatically denied by
company officials. . . . “He didn't
mean it literally,” they said . .

Now that Hitler’'s invaded Russia,
we presume that Molotov will pub-
licly retract his statement that Ger-
many is entitled to a place in the
sun. . . . Litvinoff’s health ought to
be better by now, and it's time for
Molotov fo rest.. ... which reminds

of; the old nyln; thg m
ait n"ée ¥

In the week before the Nazi-So-
viet war we searched the Daily . |
Worker in vain for an inkling of the
official Stalinist position. . . . All
we could find was a clearcut,
straightforward statement on . . .
the beet crop in the Ukraine . . .
they were in favor of it. . . . Beets
seem to be a safer subject than the
corkscrewy policy of the Comintern.
. You never can te.l about beets,
though . . . some of them are red
and as Earl Browder says, it's
smart to be shifty. . ..

Now it’s Turkey’s turn to be wor-
ried . . . Hitler has just guaranteed
her territorial integrity. . ..

We see by the latest “comic”(2)
books ‘on the newsstands that
Churchill, Roosevelt and du Pont
have enlisted in their fight such re-
nowned and redoubtable champions
of democracy as “Daredevil,” the
“Silver Streak” and “Pat Patriot™

. we feel moved to suggest that
“Daddy” Warbucks might volunteer
for the War Resources Board ... ..
and at the same time, “Mandrake '
the Magician” might explain how ' =
this is a war for democracy. ... So "
long, boys, I'm going to collect my
check from the new NYA treasurer
. yes, you guessed it . . . the

Phantom. . . . )
~ Walter CIiff,

“Henry Ford, He Prayed to the Lord”

(Tune of “Turkey in the Straw”)

O, Henry Ford was irery wise,
Although his wages did not rise

He packed the papers with his lies,

He knew it paid to advertise.

“0, the CIO and the AF of L,
Said Henry Ford, “Can both go

O, my men they like the work so well

That a union idea will never sell.” °

Now Henry Ford didn't know his men,
thought of strike again and again;

They
For better pay had a yen,

Won't kiss my .

to hell.

But the union came to Detroit one day
And Henry's hopes that it wouldn't stay
Fell as flat as the tires on a Model A.

Said Henry Ford, “With a union which

So I'll fight these reds to the very last ditch,”
Said Henry Ford, that son of a .

He said to worknrs. “Boys, be nice,

For national defense we must sacriﬂc,"
But somehow this had a tinny ring,
Coming from the lips of the flivver king.

O, all the workers understood

, I'll never get rich,

. gun.

To be nice to him would do no good,
So they decided to combine

And fight Henry Ford on the picket line, '
0, it jolted Henry quite & bit ‘

To hear his assembly line had quit.
His faith in brotherly love was(gﬁ.

they
Buttheydkln't haveaunlonthen.
-0, aemnpmyﬂnkhldﬂmy!’ord

luhnizhthehndanawmldmm. PoorHenryFord.hethmwgm_

K:?“%"”ﬁgg‘”“»m O, Henry Ford, he saw his fate,

To keep m:‘gm true. - Saw that he'd have to arbitrate,

b b Sowe'llsaysood—bytoﬂenry!’ord
'_o.hedidhubeutokuplttm PR hc’snnhhwaytothehborm
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:  _ Loc Angeleo—-NYA workers work
. for 80 hours each month and are
.~ allowed to make no more than $18.
b In the national defense projects,
- stch as sheet metal, radio, efc., the
- Wwork done is regular work that un-
~der other conditions are produced

in private plants at a much higher

- Wage scale. For instance, the radio
project in Los Angeles is working
on a transmission panel for Boulder

Dam power. The State & Municipal |-

Water & Power Co. have produced
. 14 such panels, NYA is producing
B 2, Cable makers for the S&WME&P
Co. make $1.10 an hour, NYA work-
5 ‘ers make 30 cents an hour.
Along with this 80 hours of work,
national defense project workers
are expected to take from 30 to 60
hours a month of allied training.
This caonsists of theoretical back-
\gnu;d for the work that you are
e All this would be well and
. good except that the young workers
-aren't paid for this, and in most
cases this training takes up the
time that they would use to go to
look for jobs and work on part-
time jobs outside. Anyone who has
tried to live on $18 a month knows
that what is absolutely essential is
to get a job, because wages like
that don’t even pay for food, much
less carfare, rent, etc. But allied
training is required and you can't
get by without it.
But now the NYA has a new plan.
Beginning July 2 we are going to
be given the privilege of making
$25 a month. For this we MUST
work 80 hours a month and put in
‘at least 80 of allied training. Fig-
ure it up yourself. This means that
for 8 hours each day, 20 days each
month (in other words, a full time
job) we will be able to earn $25
- each month, or to be more specific,
" we'll be getting 15 cents an hour,
. and no time to even try to get an-
- other job. One redeeming feature
- of the system up to now was that
. you ‘could get part time work out-
‘side to help make ends meet. But
staring July 2 this is out

2 Youth! Beware
elin’s Warmongers!

A wonﬂmns clnnge is now occurring in the unions under the influence of the Commu-
nist Party. Militant unionists who have seen this’ change before, however, will not be sur-
prised nor amused by the comedy.

Joe Stalin’s boys are turning into warmongers. Although Germany’s invasion of Russia
is only a week old, as these lines are written, the Daily Worker has already performed its
flip-flop before the eyes of a cynical audience. Yesterday it called Roosevelt’s convoy propo-
sals warmongering. Today it demands “the freeing of credits, active commerce and all meas-
ures necessary for the erushing of fascism.” As those measures are defined in the Daily
Worker day by day they appear to be almost everything, including an AEF.

CIO councils dominated' by the Stalinists are already promising support to the war-
mongering Roosevelt Administration in return for convoys to Russia. Resolutions of a like
nature will soon be introduced into union locals and shop meetings.

In their search for allies the Stalinists will combine even with the elements whom they
yesterday attacked as imperialist stooges and pawns of the profiteers, union leaders who have
called upon the workers to give up vacations, the forty-hour working week, overume pay, and
demands for raises in pay to meet the high cost of living.

Once the Stalinists form alliances with the pro-war government and its spokesmen in
the unions they will find it convenient to discontinue their militancy, especially in the war
industries. Their agitation on economic issues will peter out and eventually they will become
apologists for the profiteers.

Some of their leaders and .agents are capable of more treasonous things, as was shown
several years ago before Russia made her infamous deal with the Nazis and when American
Stalinists still supported collective security. The more unscrupulous among the Stalinist
leadership were appointed by the party ‘1o act as spies, stool-pigeons and red-baiters against
militants and socialists in the unions.

They can and will do it again because they have no loyalty to the working class. Their
only allegiance is to the Kremlin and its silent man with the drooping mustache. For this
reason they are dangerous and untrustwoﬂhy elements.

The workers must be wary of the Stalinists. This is partlcularly true of the young work-
ers, since many of them have been misled by the boldness and militaney of the Stalinist agi-
tation on trade union issues. The working youth of America must keep up the fight for their
demands in spite of Stalinist fakery and demagogy. The Stalinist fakers must not be permit-
ted to disrupt the fight for economic gains.

MAINTAIN THE FIGHT FOR HIGHER WAGES, SHORTER HOURS, VACATIONS!
STOP THE WARMONGERING OF THE PROFITEERS AND THE STALINISTS!
YOUNG COMMUNISTS! BREAK WITH YOUR KREMLIN BETRAYERS!

JOIN THE FACTORY YOUTH OF THE YOUNG PEOPLES SOCIALIST LEAGUE!

Youth in the Unions

BEDEAUX SPEEDUP MEANS
FASTER WORK, LESS PAY

~sy EUGENE VICTOR

Young machinists just entermg
war plants where produ&lon is
large-scale and efficiently planned
are beginning to believe that a man
named Bedaux has condemned them
to a life of deadly routine and ex-
ploitation.

Under the Bedaux system each
operation on a piece of work is
timed and given the equivalent of
a certain number of credits or “B’s.”
If for example a certain operation
is credited with 4 B's or 4 minutes’
credit and during the eight-hour
day. the young machinist does 120
of those operations he gets 480 cred-
its.or B’s. If his base rate is 50
cents an hour he would get $4.00
for the eight hours he is credited.

If, however, he should work
faster and harder on those 120
pieces so that he finishes them in
4 hours, he receives at the end of
8 hours of such work 960 credits
instead of 480.

The purpose of this is to speed
up production by giving the young

HATS OFF TO THE GIRLS

From England comes a story about
the girls at the Vickers works who
were ordered by the company to
wear its hats while at work in or-
der to prevent their hair from being
caught in the machines.

To be forced to wear company
hats was considered unnecessary
regimentation by these tormerly
peaceful ladies. So one fine morn-
ing a girl appeared at work in that
wonder of feminine creation, a
turban, and was promptly dis-
missed by the management.

THE STADIUM BOYS ACT

A strike was won the other day
at Lewisohn Stadium in New York.
Twenty-five City College boys who
sweat all summer as vendors of
soda, candy and mats for tender
bottoms took advantage of the big
Paul Robeson concert to embarrass
the management by refusing to

i

machinist a bonus for extra work..
In non-union shops, however,
works to cut down the hourly rlﬁ.
In one shop in Massachusetts,
example, for these extra
its the company pays 40
120 B's, so if the
himself up, he does
work in eight, he gets
hour for the extra eight
stead of fifty cents.

At International Projector in New
York, which is a union shop, the
company is forced to pay a rate
equal to the base rate for extra
work. But even here it presents
speed-up problems.

The bonus system or the Bedaux
systems must be systematically
fought in every shop in which they
appear. They cause competition,
friction and no end of trouble
among the men and weakens the
strength and effectiveness of the
urions by giving the workers illu-
sions that they earn more than they
actually do.

The following day all the girls
arrived in turbans and refused to
work until their comrade was rein-
stated.

The firm not only reinstated her
but permitted the girls to wear
their own hats.

This story teaches a lesson to
those who believe they can use the -
war dictatorship to end strikes,
break unions and end the militancy
of the workers by substituting
women for men wherever possible.

work unless their demand for an
increase was granted. The boss
quickly complied with a 7 per cent
increase and Local 906 of the United
Office and , Professional Workers,
which bargained for them, is set-
tling back to enjoy its victory and
win other concessions.

The members of Local 65 are
} asked to vote on a new con-
aon. The proposed rules will
; one of the larger warehouse
Py W " in the country and one
B nhich has been administered by
~ members and supporters of the
‘Communist Party virtually ‘without
opposition within the local. The
¥ constitution provides for a
t organization, one which is
organized and whose
members can be quickly mobilized
for action. Yet under the present
p its purpose, as can be
by careful reading, can also
serve to consolidate and perpetuate
the Stalinist administration of the

This is most strikingly demon-
ed in the section on elections.
. section calls fur the election
‘the leadership of the union EV-
SECOND YEAR. Holding
every other year is not
ure in unions. It was
by Harry Bridges' union

Why This Clause?

Stalinist leadership of Local
great claims for its lead-
many of its successes
e Mgiih;:mhntm
1 policies. t S0 success-
rever, why does it need less
éloetionsinmﬂertoholﬂ‘.

answer to that
rehﬁonbetweun

pol-

AL 65's NEW CONSTITUTION. . [ |
85 will be affected by Russia’s lat-|which says “There shall be full re- P og f Y g w rk '
est change in allegiance. Local 65,{spect for all shades of opinion and r ram or oun o ers
which only a few months ago signed |all members shall have full free-
resolutions against convoys, againstdom of expression,” can only be 1. A Job for Everv Youth. w d that all war indus-
the lend -lease bill and against|enforced by a leadership interested triJ b i redt hio t1 emdeman t of t: g ‘:n foiraga
American entrance in the war, will|in putting such a policy into prac- . 0 70T at lewst 1§ per cont of Gty SUpias
now be asked to sign resolutions for |tice. But the leadership of Local from the ranks of the unemployed youth between the ages of
convoys, for lend-lease to Russia{65 prefers to violate its constitu- 18 and 24.
and perhaps in a few months, for|tion behind the scenes by promising
g{ war to aid Russia against the me;nt:eis of thfh Y;ounlg Pe&pleskSo- 2. The Right to Learn a Trade. All youth, experienced or
azis. clalis eague at unless ey Keep + A " ¢
= their mouths shut they will be not., have the right to trade training. Co.nscnpt the mac!nne
No Cast-Iron Stomac taken care of by the “athletic facilities in the shops and make them available for the unions

Not every member of Local 65]squad.” after working hours to train young people in the skilled trades.
can stomach these overnight re- Public Crit .
v:rsals gs do tl}rcil faithfulll fguowers i e foism _ 3. An Apprentice for Every Ten Mechanies. Training of
of Joe Stalin. ere wi e ques- arry Bridges' union accompa- pren ills of hanic. The train-
tions and doubts. There may even|nied its two-years-in office clause iall a:) b ‘tiiees st a&qui'reb me dskx gika .alme;;:l: » Sha
be opposition from the floor to this|with another one which gave the NE- 5 5 GURE. Uh The" 00, a0 In Spacisl e 0 SoRIpaIY.
latest pro-war policy of the Sta-|union authority to take disciplin- time. Automatic raises periodically. Special seniority for ap-
linists. ary action against any member who prentices.

And when the Stalinists begin to prlticizefi the leader of the union ) »
tone down strikes and mlillitantbalm in -public. mNO:nOIgG hl:bmt m 4. A Minimum of $24 fer All Apprentices and Learners.
bor action because it will embar- p t 1y doi 1 k to be sta tig Tate
e oo ot L o But ' e o, S € G| Aot ot sty dlog vk o e ot o i
sia. there may be more opposition |thought such a thing might happen, . gF BN eenis per hour. S app. 8
and more criticism. There may even _what is to prevent him from carry- mately classified as apprentices or learners.
be/an opponent or two to the Sta-{ing his bureaucratic proposal a :
linist nominees for the leadership|step further and punishing all pub-| 5, Equal Pay for Equal Werk. No cutting of wages because
3;}1““! dlo:? inThI.:t ; gmeﬂg“)‘:os 315 B eritied: of his policies? of “learner” status or sex. Youth doing the same work as adults

sty ey Wi o e | The membership of Local 65 should get regular wages, regardless of the classification of
tion to Stalin’s candidates in Russia. should not give Osman and, his fol- et:ployxﬁentr Bu g gard
Not Always Against War B D dawhy DA Todhent :
ne year in office is sufficient fo S g :

The Stalinists knew when theylany union leadership to prove it-| ©- Thirty Dollars a Week for Thirty Hours’ Work. The
drew up this constitution that they|self and to establish its policies. regular wage of workers should be at least one dollar an hour.
migm not %lwa{g ;&"e . "u‘g:;n: At the end of that year the mem- Time and a half for overtime over thirty hours. For increased
anli-war polcy € them OFibership should have the right to s :
in the eyes of the ‘;mmé,f:e{,“b't':’ review ity lendership and remove wages to meet the r1§1ng cost of living.
and they prepared for y theéithem. If Osman and the Stalinists e Sty
two-year provision on elections. are afraid of trade union democracy| 7+ Abolish Jim-Cnow and Anti-Semitism. No discrimina-

That is why Section 2 under|lei them admit so openly instead of tion in hiring or on the job because of race, religion or color.
“General Principles” is a mean-{sneaking clauses into an otherwise
tntlon guamptee. This paragraph |geod constitution. ~ £ v
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How the Ing!ewood Strikers Fought Against Bayonets

lrsmnmmm

**memoonca—lt'nbe-mmmmtne workers of this town |orders and they had to obey them. But many of
men and had been out on strike too and they were
HuﬂhAmerMnAvhﬂma&ihdh@» i o s home e -

how they didn't get eno
anything about it wi

enjoy it.
' We also learned that President
friend of labor, wasn't interested in

zés

F e

t
g8

Thnydldn‘tnkewhattheywﬂedoinganymomﬁnnm

sleep, and most of all ho
was told to us off the record, when the officers weren't z
the soldiers were so friendly. Those volunteer
for strike breaking activity were very attentive to

Even Desses -
Jingo dresses will be imported to -
the United States from Britain.
They will feature patterns such as
the following: A baycnet-brandish-
ing home guard attacking a Nazi
parachutist; British Army, Navy
and Royal Air Force emblems; Pol-
ish and Czech pilots fighting the
Battle of Britain; General De
Gaulle's proclamation to the Free
French. However, the dresses will
be expensive. Only the richer
American- women will be able to
wear them. The more unfortunate
ones will have to admire but not
wear this propaganda. :

The British
Apprentices
(Continued frem page 3)

a strike was called which won the
reinstatanent of two am

A
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i—An Answer

To Randolph
‘War Stand

A. Phillip Randolph occupies an
increasingly important position in
Negro life. He has a long and hon-
orable history as a militant leader
of the Negro people—his role in or-
ganizing the Pullman porters is un-
matchable.

In recent years he has assumed

A an entirely different role. He has

That

given up the militant struggle
against the capitalist Jim-Crow gov-
ernment and has become one of the
few Negroes who support the im-
perialist war and who favor aid to
Britain. He was the main leader of
the contemplated march on Wash-
ington; he, was the main leader
who, because of the mess of pottage
‘which Roosevelt slipped him, sold
his birthright by calling off the
march,

That is why what Randolph says
about the war is of special impor-
tance. He is important in Negro
life. We must listen to what he says;
and we must show where he is

is why we read Randolph’s

" special article which he wrote for

the Committee to Defend America
by Aiding the Allies, which was
widely circulated in Harlem, with
interest.

] egro as half ape. He would
enslaye the Negro. Therefore, Ne-
groes must support the British Em-

. But, Randolph hurries on to add,
*“we have no illusions about the at-

titude Great Britain has maintained | ;.

. toward the Negroes. . They have
M decelved. betrayed and op-
ﬂl-ad by Britain.”

“But,” says Randolph, “under
_ British rule, Negroes are at least
_considered as human beings. In the
Bﬁﬂlh colonies, Negroes are mak-

" This is where we have to say:

: ‘Whoa. there! You're going too fast!

Human Treatments?

Si.nce when did Randolph -dis-
cover that Negroes in the British
Empire are treated as human be-
ings? Is it really necessary to tell
like Randolph how the Brit-

@;ﬁm treats its Negro slaves?

medidmtlexleamhowtomxs

Can anyone in his right mind
‘maintain that it makes any differ-
_ence to the Negroes in Africa which
Jimperialist ruler oppresses them?
 there is any other road for
but struggle against all

first half of Randolphs elo-
2 cannot :

“It's a dog’s life.”
N

'm_i_'s; ' CHALLENGE OF YOUTH

The situation within the Negro community is clearing up. The lines of demarcation between

the different groups are becoming clearer. The lines have cleared between those who have pledged
their allegiances to the real, basic needs of the Negro people -and those who have sold their birth-
rights for a mess of pottage, who have become the friends and cronies of the Jim-Crow bosses.

Two important events have brought this cleavage to a head. These events are: 1) the calling

Let us discuss these one by one.,
The March on Washington which was contemplated for July 1 had captured the imagination

off of the Negro March on Washington Against Jim-Crow which was scheduled for July 1, and 2)
the outbreak of the Hitler-Stalin war, with its internal political effects in America.

of a large section of the Negro people. Just think of it! A mighty demonstration of the Negro
people, flocking in from all sections of the country to voice their hatred for Jim-Crow.

Just think of it! Tens of thousands of Negro workers and youth marching down Pennsylvania

Avenue telling Washington that the Negro people demands equal rights with everyone else; that
Jim-Crow must go!

Yes, the thought is inspiring. But it wasn’t to President Roosevelt. It wasn't to Secretary of the

Navy Knox. Or to the-lily-white, Jim-Crow tongressmen and senators. They were just a little bit
scared at the prospect.

So President Roosevelt thought up a "clevcr scheme. He issued a proclamation (what did it

The New York Times report:
the creation of a new organiza-
tion called “Barkers for Britain.”
Leading the*parade of canines is
President Roosevelt’s dog, who
is the head of the new society.

No wonder people are saying:

S

GROWING UP IN THE BLACK BELT

We Never Got a Chance!

What happens to the personality
of the average Negro youth in the
southern black belt when he grows
up tq face a life of Jim-Crow? What
happens to this youth who “must
begin to act as a supplementary
wage earner at an early age and
. whose opportunities for educa-
tion and economic advancement are
limited by the fact of being a Ne-
gro?”

These are questions that Charles
Johnson has tried to answer in his
book “Growing Up in the Black
Belt” (published by the American
Council on Education).

The popular conception of the
southern Negro, founded upon ig-
norance and malice, is one of a lazy,
shiftless being who is generally sat-
isfied with his lot. This book once
and for all smashes all such non-
sense.

Seek Education

The author traces the develop-
ment of the Negro youth from
childbirth on. He begins with edu-
cation.

Although the overwhelming ma-
jority of Negro youth are forced tc
leave school before the fourth o1
fifth grade, the children without ex-
ception desire education. For some.
education represents a means. of
escape from the dead end of their
lives. For others, education mean:
that the white man will not be able

to cheat them. Many families make
unbelievable sacrifices to permit
their children or at least one oi
than to go to school.

Despite the fact that they recog-
nize the shortoommgs of the edu-
cation which is offered them, it still

remains one of the major desires of

rnb;e;i of Jobs

eonﬁnuetouistonitspmentba—

mr
,;ﬁanot

“The gap between occupational
expectation and reality, is at present
so great as to suggest that the ex-
pectation itself borders on fantasy.”
says the author.

Church Conservative

The study reaches the conclusion
“that the rural Negro church is a
conservative institution . . . whose
greatest value appears to be that of
providing emotional relief for the
fixed problems of a hard life.”
Among many of the younger peo-
ple, however, the local preacher is
looked upon with distrust.

“I know I've got religion,

I know I was called to teach;
Pay no attention to what I do,
Just practice what I preach.”

In addition, because of certain
>utmoded behavior codes—restric-
tions on dancing, card playing, base-
Jall, in some cases even motion pic-
-ures—the Negro youth seeks other
>utlets for social life, in many cases
‘he cheap honkey-tonks, the whis-
tey joints, etc. Society, of course,
srovides no means for an opportu-
aity to relax from long hours of
ack-breaking labor, and sex, whis-
tey and fighting too often provide

‘he necessary outlets.

by Arthur Parks

The result of this part of the
study leads to the conclusion that
farm Negro youth in the black belt
get little emotional security or sat-
isfaction from identification with
the Negro group, and that this is a
reflection, in their own views, of
the universal Jim-Crow life in
which they live. The Negro youth
of broader education and those who
are in a better economic position
have greater respect for 'their race.

Two characteristic attitudes of the
Negro youth toward white youth
are ciscernible: a) they felt that
they were a group apart from the
rest of the community, and b) they
bélieved that the Negroes as a race
were treated unfairly and were
suppressed economically.

The major weakness of this
study, despite its valuable factual
material, is its static approach. It
does not even concern itself with
the attempts of the Negro youth to
gain freedom. It paid no attention,
for example, to such organizations
as the Southern Tenant Farmers
Union, which has overcome racial
prejudice and united poor Negro
and poor white in their common
struggle for economic security.

Who Backs Lindy?

(Continued from page 3)
more of a self-imposed appendage
to the AFC than an integral part
of it, and while providing an attrac-
tive target for the interventionist
press, they will not play gn impor-
tant role in the AFC.

e) Finally, the outspoken native
fascists — like the Rev. Edward
Lodge Curran of the Brooklyn Tab-
let, and Father Coughlin. This is a
strong tendency in the AFC which
is beginning to cooperate with the
Biz Business tendency in order to

kick the liberals and pacifists out.

®
Can the America First Committee

NQWM
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enters the
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to oppose

‘a more’ efficient
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The A!’CQ :

ceau wanted to oust Poincaré in
the First World War) but they will
all support the war, because they
support capitalism and the war will
be in the basic interests of capi-
talism. ;

The AFC will undoubtedly fall
apart. There are too many diver-
gent tendencies in it. Some of its
leaders will tumble into Roose-
velt's lap; another large section
will form the brains and leader-
ship of a future American fascist
movement.

And that is the greatest danger

cost him?) in"which he denounced
racial and color inequality.

It was this miserable mess of pot-
tage for which A. Phillip Randolph
and the other leaders of the march
sold their birthrights by calling off
the march. Did the President's ac-
tions give one Negro a job in ‘“de-
fense” industries? No. Did the
President’'s feeble little gesture
strike even a half-hearted blow
against Jim-Crowism? No! It
didn't!

If FDR were serious, he would
have set the example in abolishing
Jim-Crowism by abolishing it in
his own house first! But FDR isn't

Why was Randolph so ready to|
throttle militant Negro action when
FDR threw him a bone? It was be-
cause Randolph, regardless of the
undoubted sincerity of his motives,
cannot today act as a real militant
Negro: leader. Randolph has asso-
ciated himself with those forces in
the commumty which stand for aid
to Britain; those forces which are
whooping it up for Roosevelt’'s war
preparations.

In doing so Randolph has associ-
ated himself with the most reac-
tionary and Jim-Crow sections of
American political life. For exam-
ple, he has associated himself with
the Fight for Freedom Committee
of which Carter Glass, notorious
lily-white reactionary, is the chair-
man.

But Randolph is stepping along
for the war which the Jim-Crowers
are preparing. And if Randolph
and the others like him (Pickens,
White, etc.). start yelling too loud
abdut Jim-Crow, they will embar-
rass their war leaders.

So Randolph and his friends are
faced with the choice: Fight for
the rights of the Negro .people,
'which leads directly into conflict
with the leaders of the imperialist
war machine; or subordinate the
fight for Negro rights in order to
support the imperialist war.

Randolph &nd his friends have
already .made their choice, For
them, aid to Britain (imperialist
Britain, which exploits and ensalves
millions of Negroes) is more impor-
tant than the fight against Jim-
Crow.

That explains why Randolph
called off -the March on Washing-
ton. HE WAS AFRAID OF EM-
LEADER,

The Negro Stalinists don't give a
hoot in hell about their people. All
they're interested in is what the
Kremlin nn—nnd they try and
twist the Negro people according-

their stooge outfits like
"Nqﬁonal Ne;ro Congreu.
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A LESSON THAT MUST BE LEARNED

serious. Jim-Crow still rules in
FDR's Army and Navy. FDR was
throwing sand into the eyes of the
Negro people; trying to thwart their
proposed militant march by some
rotten sop.’

And some of the Negro leaders
fell for it. Randolph and his friends
called the march off. They said
what they knew wasn't true; they
said that the Negro people had won
a great victory. They had, in real-
ity, won nothing of the kind. The
President and the Jim -Crowers
won their victory when they per-
suaded Randolph to call off the
march. The Negro people lost.

WHAT WERE RANDOLPH’S MOTIVES?

BUT HE WASN'T WORRIED
ABOUT THE FACT THAT HE
THEREBY - THROTTLING
STRUGGLE OF HIS OWN
PEOPLE FOR LIBERATION! 7

The Negro people must learn the
lesson. The Negro youth, especially,
who is rarin’ to go into action
against his oppressors, must learn
the lesson.

NO MORE FAITH CAN BE
PLACED IN THESE LEADERS!
THEY HAVE BETRAYED THEIR
TRUST!

Any Negro who is tied to the war
machine, any Negro who is more
interested in helping British im-
perialism than his own people—
such a Negro cannot -be a real
leader. He can only lead his peo-
ple further into the wilderness in-
stead of out of it. ,

And while we are talking about
false leaders, we must not forget
the Negro Stalinists. Now that their
boss in the Kremlin has been forced
to shift imperialist masters once
again and has moved into the camp
of British - American imperialism,
you can expect that the Negro Sta-
linists in America will once again
become 500 per cent patriots who
will whoop it up for' country, glory
and flag.

We can just imagine James Ford,
that monstruous fraud who is the
leading Negro Stalinist in Amerieca,
who only yesterday was' denounc-
ing British and American imperial- '
ism for enslaving the Negroes, who
was telling the Negro people why
they shouldn't be for the war—we
can just imagine this same Ford
becoming a patriot and yelling for = |
aid to Britain together with Ran-
dolph and Pickens and also, toge-~
ther with them, putting a damper
on any militant attempt of Ne-
groes to fight Jim-Crow because =
that might embarrass his newly
won friends in Washington. ;

We are convinced that any
movement must necessarily be
cooperation with the working cla
of this country, which is also |
ing for its freedom. We believe th:
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