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IUTS WAR, BUT TH[

Youth Demands the Right to Vote on War;
Let Us Determine Our Own Destiney!

President Roosevelt has cast the die which may determine the fate of an entire generation of American youth. In his speech of May 27, he made
clear, for all who have eyes, that the Washington Administration is headed toward entering the European war on the side of British imperialism.

By declaring a state of ““‘unlimited emergency,” the President took the last pre-war step that could be taken without an open declaration of war.
The President made clear that the burning wish of the overwhelming majority of the people to keep American youth out of the war will NOT be

l somethmg for Amerlcan 1mper1allsm itself.

P i

heeded by the Adnumstratlon. Instead—as could be seen by the references to Greenland and Dakar—FDR has embarked on the ambitious project .

v

g-British Empire, -even -if that-means-sending American troops 10 ‘€very ¢orner of the earth, as well as grabbing off -

53

As a matter of fact, America is in the war in everythmg but name. According to the vague references in FDR’s speech, American thpq are al-

ready acting as scouting forces for the British navy; and new plans are being ¢

‘perfected.”

Roosevelt has tried to whitewash his drive to sacrifice American youth at the altar of imperialist profits by shouting about saving “‘democracy.”
He spent a large portion of his speech in describing—accurately and vividly—the horrors

of Hitlerism.

But to speak of the war of Britain and America as being for “democracy’

eyewash. Great Britain is itself the largest imperialist power

domineering sections of the world in what can hardly be described as a ‘““democratic’

¥ &
* is 50 much

in the world, exploiting and

way.

If Britain were really fighting for democracy, instead of its real motive: - protection of its

imperialist profits, then it would free its colonies, like India and the British-held sections

of Africa, to prove that its banner is really that of freedom.

But nothing of the kind is true. Britain itself is largely responsible for. the rise of the

monster of Hitlerism. Hitlerism arose, in part, on the basis of a desperate reaction in Ger-

many against the terrible conditions imposed on Germany after the last war by the Ver-
sailles treaty. The First Imperialist World War, which Britain won, laid the basis for both

: l.he xise of quciﬁn and the appearance of the Sgcond World
‘War, It is the rotten, decaying system of capitalism, of which
Bi:ltun was a maiu bulwark, that was the real source of both
ﬁmnm and the war—and to smash either fascism or war you
Allave to hit at their root, capitalism.

Thc fact lhal Britain and America are embarked on a
“business war"—as Woodmw Wilson belatedly labeled the
ono-qm be seen by the failure of either to enunciate
‘war nimg They are. uking lhe flower of thenr countries

Hy ll;oy are ﬁgllling, what sort of world we can expect
he war. They cannot give, any attractive war aims be-

B W nnd which offcrs them nolhlng but war nnd post-war

uc lgtinl! going into the war. Yoi he proceeds step

'.;owar_dmentry l(lhhmhmllydemocraueg'

AYC Holds
A Snooty
Session

The American Youth Congress,
the most ambitious of all Stalinist
youth front organizations, announ-
ced its annual congress in Philadel-
phia over. the July 4 week-end.

At the last “Town Hall" meeting
of the Youth Congress in Washing-
ton in February, there arose con-
siderable opposition to the Stalin-
ist domination which hagd previous-
ly been unchallenged fof a number

two sources: 1) a fairly large bloc

~

A member of the Young Com-
munist League was asked why
the Dean of Canterbury's book,
which the Stalinists are selling
as the “gospel” in the United
States, is not circulated in Rus-
sia. The best answer he could
find was that the Russian work-
ers know how well off they are

_and don’t enjoy reading about it..

N\

Vol

/S

of pro-Rooseveit, 'pro-war delegates

~|led by the renegade Joe Lash, and

" (Continued on page 2)

By MILTON MILLER

“The chief criticism of the Lon-
don broadcasts is, however, directed
against the failure of the English
to make known their objectives in
this war.”

This is the statément we find in
a report from Berlin contained in
the May issue of “Inside Germany
Reports.” (A bulletin issued by ‘a
sponsoring committee which in-
cludes noted isolationists and inter-
ventionists.)  This statement is the
key to an understanding of why
the present British and American
rul§ng class cannot defeat Hitlerism
in the present war. They cannot

give the mass of the German peo-

Reich Workers Fight Hitler

of years. This opposition came from| *

ple a perspective .other than that
announced by Anthony Eden who
stated recently that *'Germany must
never again be permitted, to dis-
turb the peace of the world.” *

The German people supportéd
Hitler because they saw ‘in him,&c,
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died ‘pomiented He Mad mastered
the game he Joved: he had befoume
the idol of milions of youth who|
Lsaw in him the perfert sportsman .y
The satisfaction which Gehrig must |
have received from his skill af the
‘game iy mﬂnagm:ndrx.gmy
denr:ble.
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Shows Reich Workers
Agamst Hitlerism
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s vie. “Citizen Kane ™ unznimously
{ seclaimed by the “critics™ as one of
_ | the
j.d:or'.x:g.nod)'me-bez.e—;nthis
feity at famcy prices.” he expected

| lisher, William

% Read 'em and Weep! Comic

m“dwumdmpmgmmhr%
'ewmmuﬁlay“ecmmﬁﬂ**m ;

" "We ‘ore confident, Young America, MuM’%%msﬁumt
hh“d“dt&“h&hﬁ%hqmﬂmmhﬂh
tin the “American Way.” “‘We ore confident the? tae hotred which we hove nourished in you
’hﬂ"u‘nrlbsvmka’ﬂ-umq!n-ﬂhn-kk-ﬁu-ﬂugmmf“n&‘hd:
Jebs.[.ellbe?eoﬂeVde uWu,aTksolom’W-,m'iie?” i

‘a-dive Vebve-ﬁuhrﬁ...‘vw hﬁWﬁcnﬂﬂ—hk—
Impetiolist investments, to fill the graves of cobmfless Gnknown soldiers. We offer

- you o Crusade for Democrocy M‘e‘mdchm% The' greatest tri-,
' wmph of “Ameticanism” so.uedhﬁupuﬁnauh-.a;1uuapuiuﬁq

 fend our

Your Masters,

mum have hevcly ciancliiad :&%e W to

The Bankers ond Bosses.

adﬁﬁhﬁud#1b-w

hopes ‘to carry you through

‘thmhmﬂuhw&iumﬂ-umuuaqn«h-
is o daily occurrence.

Inl'heNY‘

—_—

High Schools

‘¥ou to join the raiiks of the locked-out m of American
G“QWMWM

By 2 joint proclamation of Presi-
dent Roosevelt, Governor Lehman
and Mayor La Guardia, May 1?,
1941, was declared to be New York's
"I Am an American Day” and a
special celebration in Central Park,
featuring prominent celebrities and

! politicians, was scheduled.

The meeting turned out to be a
“patriotic”  all-out-for-the-British-
{ Empire raily.
In the high schoels of the city, a
campaign to publicize the celebra-
tion commenced a week betogec ho‘:):
De Witt Cli the High
of 'Seience, wnmxvelt Evander

i3

By BILL HAINES

‘Whern this reviewer wen: 1o see
Orson Welles’ mauch publicized mo-

greatest pictures of ail time,

For wasn't this the
which exposed and de-

nounced the arch-reactionary pub-|
Randolph Hearst |

Rewewer Thinks Citizen
Kane An Overrated Movie

and which therefore had to be pro-
duced with the utmost secrecy?|
Wasnt this the picture which
Hearst fought for six months to
suppress, but which Orson Welles
like a2 knight in shining armor,
produced in spite of all threats. de-
fving the opposition of Hearst's
newspaper chain, radio commenta-
tors and Movietone News?

The answer is that somebody
jtrying to take the American public
i for ride.

is
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anps Ain’t Funny Anymore

By TED

LYONS

RBead ‘em and weep! Ji's a sad. sad story. friends—but that's what has

!nma!wonreomzc

Gone are the days when our hearts were young and gay.
Ga)'s when after finishing cur arducus
we could turn o the comics for 2 bit of relaxation
funn.esareamucnlunasbe,..gonmerece:'mgmdof
| blitzkrieg Just look for yourself at some of the more popular comics.

| page.

Gone are the
task of memorizing the sporis
For woday, the
Joe Louis

Take Terry and the Pirates, for instance The person who could seri-

{ ously cail this strip 2 comic would

probably split 2 gut with laughter

"eading.;mt.zseoncnamcalaqncbons. Terry and his pal, Pat Ryan,

| now busy fighting for “democracy™ against the Axis partpers in China,

thwart the “bad guys”™ To read and

mund Freud.™
Then there's Little Orphan Annie.

| make use of aernmng from the Morse code to good looking blondes to

thoroughly understand this “comic™

plutocrats at ‘the same time that|9D€ MUst at the very least, have absorbed ~“The Basic Writings of Sig-

This precocious little brat continues

¥ear in and year out saving the world from ruin. Of course such a

heavy burden is too muech for such

{ creator, the vicious anti-labor red-baiter, Harold Grey,
! -endowed her with such an array of genius as Daddy Warbucks, the Asp,

a4 young child and her dog—so her
has generously

Punjab. and others. All aid Annie in tracking down foreign agents, fifth

swiftness and dexterity that any and

colummnists and labor agitators. These deeds are carried out with such

all readers, who are neither YPSLs

{ nor cynics, are daily reassured that as long as Annie’s around, the world
{ won't go to pot and the Red Menace . . . Curses! Foiled again!"

Bill Wright, the husband of Winnie Winkle, and Joe Palooka have set
{ the pace for the rest of the strips by volunteering in the U. S. Army.

‘Winnie Winkle readers were seen W

have burst out into an uncontrolla-

ble flood of tears and refused their corn flakes when Bill Wright gave up
a promising Hollywood career and left Winnie with an expectant child

just so he could join Uncle Sam’s Army.

PALOOKA JOINS THE ARMY " Jomit ‘mention of fechnical excel-

Joe Paleoka gave up the heavyweight boxing title for Army life. Joe
is so patriotic you see the red, white and blue coming right out of the
strip even on week days when there’s no colored supplement. Any day
mmmmmswmwrmwdonmﬁfonm

gonnrchmgoﬂ!owberevermnwantamnendusandthem

l"(‘

ummnrmnrnbwmn

ing and waiting for an exposé that

rv;neanm-e-mpmww Maybe the

'wititlbuﬂd-up

If Charles Foster Kane, the news-
paper publisher whose life the
movie relates, is supposed to be the
real William Randolph Hearst ex-
pcsed for public denunciation. then
truly “any and all resemblance to
rezl persoms, living or dead, is
purely coincidental ™ “Citizen Kane”
merely scratches the surface of
Kane's (Hearst's) historical role and
concentrates instead on his love
life and persomal characteristics.
{Not a word is mentioned about
Hearst's red baiting. anti-labor pol-
icies and support of Hitler. Musso-
Hini, Franco, Coughlin and other
fascists, both foreign "and native.
Only sugar-coated references are
made of Hearst's consistent use of
iying yellow journalism, 6 best illus-
frated by his warmongering in 1898
which led to the Spanish-American

War.
' Kane” is actually

as a fearless reformer, exposing

the poor workingman, unhappy” be-
cause of his own inherited wealth,
vain and ambitious, frue, but stiil
an idealist who writes a declara-
tion of principles placing truth
above all. According to the movie,
the only reason that Kane subse-
quently became a reactionary was
his embitterment because of his de-
feat in the 1916 election for gover-
nor of New York, due to 2 news-
paper scandal involving him in an
illicit love affair. Such an explana-
tion ‘is a typical Hollywood inter-
pretation of history, basing every-
thing on individual incidents and
completely omitting class and eco-
nomic factors. Hearst was an un-
scrupulous reactiopary not merely
after 1916 but throughout his life-
time because he was first last and
always a capitalist with millions
of doilars invested in mines, plan-
tations and newspapers which he
had to protect.

Technical Excellence
It would fbt be wholly fair to

lence of the movie. In typical Or-
son Welles fashion, it keeps inter-
est.and suspense at all times, thanks
to effective photography and sound
effects, excellent acting, and a clev-
er technique of telling Kane's life
'from six different viewpoints. But
after it's all over it leaves you dis-
‘because you've been wait-

never comes. Maybe Welles was
forced to omit harmful references
1o Hearst because of the latter’s

wolild have been enjoyed
mmeitlthdn’treeeivedsomuch
publicity. . But whntevarhthe'dg.-
p]n‘ﬁm “t:imxgm" a 2
which does not

S
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trusts and rackets in order to help'j

their students to 'have
their pledges signed by themselves,
their families and friends and 1o re-
turn them the next day. Students
up would be made, and the names
were informed that a stnct check-
of hose s 5ts who did not Te-
turn their pledges would be turned
in to the “office.”
Students Intimidated

Students in this manner were in-
timidated into getting the leaflets
stgned. Thus the story in the boss
press that thousands of New York
high school students endorsed *I
am an American Day” by bringing
to school signed leaflets, is abso-
lutely false. High school students
endersed this “Jingo Day” with its
pro-war rallies simply* because they
were forced to. They were literaily
threatened to sign—or else!

For the most part, students re-
sented this, and rightly so. Why
should high school youths be com-
under threats? It brings to mind
pelled te sign a paper saying that
they are glad to be Americans—
Hitler's “plebiscites” where the
people were told to vote “Ja” or
else! Is that democracy?

The celebration of “I Am an
American Day” is a step taken by
the Roosevelt Administration to in-
still in the workers and youth of .

Instead “Citizen
mmmﬂmmgm country a jingoistic spirit, ‘and

to help line up the American work-
ing class and ‘American youth in
support of the imperialist camp of
Great Britain in the Second World -
War.

AYC Meet--

(Continued from page 1)
2) a small group of anti-war, anti-
Stalinist‘ delegates.

The ‘Stalinists were :not exactly
comfortable about it and they have
decided not to allow any repetition
of that situation. As a result, they °
are trying tc run this shindig in
such a fashion that any attempt at
oppesition will be handicapped in
acvance.

The announcement for the meet- ‘
ing states that “general agreement :
on policy should be arrived at early

Jin the Congress, allowing adequate

time for'the discussion of activities
to be promoted during the next ' =
year in each field of work” Tn
other words, discussion on the IM-
PORTANT, controversial lssueswm

be at a minimum and the m

will be primarily concerned with a
bull session on “how to do"things.?".
Another indication of the desire |
of the Stalinists to have this meet-
ing all to themselves is the out

is probably worked on the the
that if anyone wants to oppose
YCL, it'll be damned expensive.
PS~—In case you're inter
the resolutions- passed by the .
can be previewed in any issue
the Duily Worker you pick up.

N. Y. YPSL Has




CHALLENGE OF YOUTH

Young Wor

As the summer months dpproach, big business begins a drive to
lengthen working hours and do away with pairr vaedtions. Through news-
paper and radio chains an orgamzed attempt xs made to ¢ it"the pro-

“national defense" attitude of the American workers in order to take

away their gains and weaken their unions.

‘The nationally publicized incident of the Ford Instrument Company
workers in New York is an example. Ninety-five per cent of the 1,500
workers in this CIO plant voted to insist upon paid’ vacations from the

pa;tvoss Personal statements by the local president were “interpreted”
by, press to mean that the workers volunteered to surrender their
: ations. ‘The i press and radio'made this alead story. Repudiatiens pub-
. lishad by the union were buried. in obscure parts of, the newspapers.
o' ‘.l:he damage was done. Several large war .industries a' few' days later
gk away from ‘their workers the right to ‘paid vacations, using Ford
rument workers as an example.
et war industries are | lay manned by tremendous numbers’ of
ath. Mass production processes have resulted in ‘the utilization of
T aﬁmbgrs of young workers ‘than -ever ‘before at low, wages. The
y .cannot and do not accept the 60-hour work week with no paid| -~
ons as their model of ‘working conditions, particularly since it is
; modﬂed after the Nazi pattern..

’_smmc AT LABOR’S GAINS

The'CIO unions have won this year, for the fivst time involving mil-
ns of workers, some provision Jor vacations with pay. Frightened at
e nslng mllitancy of American labor, the bosses are dlready sniping at
gains in an attempt to make them ineffe ve be.tore they are
granted. They do this in the name of “national de

This is indeed hypocrisy. Big business has since its’ birth and christen-
ing foughtfor ITS IDEALS—more profits dnd longer hours without over-
‘time pay; it has always refused to’grant paid vacations except to its most
'favored employees, those who remain at one job for five or ten years with
layalty ‘and sacrifice . . . for ‘their boss.

“'This has always excluded the youth, who, even if they intensely de-
sired to do so, never found themselves in a position to have worked five
or ten years.at a steady job.
‘the bosses' desire, unpaid and unenjoyed. “Today, thanks ‘to. militant
‘Unionism, the paid vacation is a democratic right. In many CIO shops
a youth five months in the plant is entitled to at least one week of a
paid vacation.

"'%AT"NA‘TIONAL DEFENSE MEANS TO YOUTH

Tq the youth of America “natjonal defense” mears defending demo-
En craﬁlc rights such as these. It means defense against starvation standards
. of Tin 1t means defense agdinst long hours of enslavemgnt in the fac-
fit thout rest or recreation.

To the bosses, “national defense” means millions of dollars in profits,
*‘?actoriee running at @1l 'hours of the day and night and seven days in the
-'\%e! 50 'that profits can be amassed as quickly as possxble When any
. ces are to be made ,the workers are called upon to'make them.

he Roosevelt Administration’ began this drive with its appeals to the
'Woﬁklrs to keep the plants runring without week-end interruptions and
without vaeations.

 To the Roosevelt Administration there is only one way of peyin for

- war. The heaviest taxes are .imposed upon the workers. ‘Sacrifices
; egex;gy and health are all demanded from the workers. Labor is
k,,»- ken its ;ﬁons. abandon its ‘gains and rnake the Bosses rich

TR r ¢ ~ G 0 4 4
‘Amcriean youth in the factories are asked to sacrifice their yocuth,

Feyirgeth

In War Industries’

“Vaeations” for youth have always'been at{-

Right For

‘their health and recréation in the factories or their lives on the bat-
tlefield.

All this is asked for the purpose of fighting a war, not against Hitler-
ism,'as the" American bosses try to make ‘the people believe, but for a
redivision of the world, for colonies and markets and to provide big
business with new sources of wealth.

Just as the Ford Instrument Company workers repudiated the 'boss
press and insisted upon their vacations, so must the young workers and
old in union shops, whether they be CIO or AFL, insist upon their right
to shorter hours and paid vacations and all the other gains that the years
of militant unionism have won for them.

If the American bosses drag the workers into a war, for profits thén
they must be made to pay for that war and to provxde ‘decent working
conditions for their workers both in the army and in the factories.

JDEFEND E RIGHT TO PAID VACATIONS!

» DEFEND E FORTY:HOUR WEEK!

*"FIGHT FOR SHORTER HOURS AT HIGHER PAY!

Program for Young Workers

A Job' for Every Youth.

We demand that all war indus-
tries be required to hire at least 10 per cent of their employees
from ‘the ranks of the unemployed youth between the ages of
18 and 24.

The Right to Learn a Trade.

All youth, experienced or
not, have the right to trade training. Conscript the ‘machine
facilities in the shops and make them available for the unions
after working hours to train young people in the skilled trades.
An ‘Apprentice for Every Ten Mechanics.

Training of
all apprentices to acquire the skills of a mechanic. The train-
ing to be done on the job, and in special schools on tompany
time. Automatic raises periodically. Special seniority for ap-
prentices.

A Minimum of $24 for All Apprentlces and Learners.
All youth not actually doing equal work to be started at a min-
imum of 60 cents per hour. This applies to all those legiti- -
mately classified as apprentices or learners.

Equal Pay for-Equal Work.

No cutting of wages because
of “learner” status or s€x. Youth doing the same work as adults
should get regular wages, regardless of the classification of
employment. ,

Thirty Dollars a Week for ‘Thirty Hours’ Work.

8.

6.

The
regular wage of workers.should be at least one dollar an hour.
Time and a half for overtime over thirty hours. For increased
wages to meet'the rising ‘cost of living.

7. Abolish Jim-Crow and Anti-Semitism.

No discrimina-
tion in hiring or on the job because of race, religion or color.

A 4
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INOTES ‘ON NYA,

'Youth in the Unions——

WAGES AND

‘FRICES AN’D ‘APPRENTICES

It seems ironic, when big business
is enjoying a war boom\and mil-
lions are 'absorbed by the armed
forces, that the President should
propose an NYA appropriation one
hundred and fifty-eight million dol-
lars greater than it ever was.

American youth must realize its
ominous meanings.

It means that at the peak of its
productive capacity American in-
dustry has no intention of giving
jobs to the unemployed youth.

‘It means almost three million
youth are condemned to go through
the next year on a weekly wage of
five dollars or less.

Prices are going up. Everybody
admits it at least. Wheat prices are
17 cents higher than last year. Beef
prices went up 16 per cent in a year.
Borden and Sheffield announce an
increase in the price of milk this
summer. String beans and tomatoes
more than doubled in price in a
year.

But the government is in no hur-
ry to peg the rising price levels.
Henderson, who was appointed to
do precisely that work, permits
prices to reach substantially higher
levels over 1940 before pegging
them. The government policy,
while it seeks to avoid sudden in-
flationary rises in prices which
would upset the war economy, does
not have any intention of keeping
prices at their pre-war level. This
guarantees to industry an increase
which covers its recent wage in-
creases and gives it a profit besides
while protecting it from the dan-
gers of inflation.

How about the worker? Already
the wage increases he won in 1941
are being taken away from him in
the rising cost of living. He got a
10 per cent wage increase in most
cdses. The cost of living has al-
ready gone up over 15 per cent.

For the youth, the situation is
even worse. If you re-examine the
strike wave in 1941 you will recall
that it gained wage increases in the
aireraft, shipbuilding, steel ‘and atito
industries primarily. Bnt' of “the

'e Young ‘Stalinists have done wanted to make sure it controlled
Just as they organized a the conference.
strial youth conference in' 2 _Many ‘of ‘them 'knew about it
last winter with’ the'sim- ang deliberately avoided it. Not be-
of creating ‘another cayge they are uninterested in the
organization ‘for the American problems discussed by the conferr
‘Congress, so did they stage ence. They are completely uninter;
conference of''théir OWD ested in‘the undembcratic ‘con
and ‘sympathizers in Chi- \and - fake ~démagogy of sessio:
month under the guise of wheére no'critic bf the Comm
union youth organization. Party ‘line ‘has a chance to raise
meeting consisted of a ve;;-  his' voice.
e e of members of the
! ‘The saddest ‘thing about these con-
‘Communist League who 00k |t loes is ‘that tﬁere is_a ‘genuine
“'more for the purpose of |, oq for delegated conferénces of

eetlng ‘the appearance.
gentinely representative CIO and ‘AFL youth to solve their

mﬂwest industrial youth the
for the purpose of adding any- |

uinely rep-
to the discussion. - The one or |-
ts who were somehow résentative i THo TRt

uth have' come
e m e T S e e
to refl in i gt o e meﬁngs
faces all the bewilderment of a boy

‘for Stalinist’ ers.

 goes backstage on his first visit
e theater : Tbegenuine ‘militants among the
't th;t the problems taken
W mnierenee were of no |

i and file Ay g "i‘
@K CIO mﬁm ﬁt‘;‘i‘: ggrder to ‘pave the Wway gr

W wgntqrenws of trade 1btifon

aetivity sabotages’ any

talin’s Boys ‘Propose and Dispose
t ‘Chicago ‘Industrial Y.outh Confab

common probléms but the’ nature of-
:"Stalinist.

NYA Workshop
Youth Are
Unionizing

In the face of the Roosevelt Ad-
ministration drive to transform ‘the
already inadequate training centers
of the NYA into production units,
the newly organized New York
NYA Youth Council is signing up
the workers in the Brooklyn and

Astoria Centers to protect their
rights. ‘Representatives of the
Youth Council have been meeting
with Helen Harris, local NYA ad-
ministrator, and have succeeded in
getting several important conces-
sions.

The Youth Council won the right
to conduct their organizational ac-
tivities without 'intimidation " by
project supervisors. They “have
succeeded in reinstating two fired
workers on one of the cultural
projects; and they have been grant-
‘ed the free use of bulletin boards
in every ‘shop ‘in the Work Centers.

‘The 'main point on ‘the Youth
Council program at the present
{time is to save the cultural projects
which are threatened with complete
extinction on the ground'that they

Branded!

“Roosevelt has attacked the right
to strike in 'war indastry!

‘“Men’ who' are ‘fighting for a liv-
ing wage in an industry where mil-
Iions in profits are made are forced

give up e action overnight
‘under the thréat of bayenets and
firaft boards. Whitever the out-
come of the North ‘American Avia-
tion strike, #s meaning is clear.
War ‘indusiry czars are 'given the
right to make mniillions and {o use
force ‘‘and violence *against those
‘lnw want a living' me :

If ‘the Tollowers of Joe Stalin ran
he ‘North Ameritin local, then it
'is ‘up 'to 'the * ers 'to ‘remove
them. That"is ‘not ‘the issue  over
‘which thousands of workers agreed
'to strike. Their demands for a liv-
'ing wagé ‘cannot be sacrificed ‘to the
| political interésts’ of anyone. Break-
hl the North Ameri¢an sirike de-
bhies ‘American “labor the right to
a'living ‘wage. That is the only issue
Fin “the “North 'American ‘'Aviation
strlke!
*l'o &e millions of young worlun

are not an aid to “national defense."
The YC has been collecting signa-
tures on petitions to Roosevelt de-|pect

use “of ‘théir’ ymtth.
thh ls a ierrlble blow. They can

ut m “e%n‘ﬁd’mhenble 50 |manding that the cultural projects]
2 be maintained.

“The change in character of.-the
work shbps to a prothct!on sched-
ule will eliminate an possibility of
¢s |apprentice training.  The ‘NYA
' vmrk shops will “be nothing 'but
'u mn:busiw the

hborﬁdpﬂes.“!hef -

After four weeks of continuous
negotiations and at the threat of
strike action the Fairchild Aviation
Corporation, which makes aerial
cameras, sxgned a contraét with the
CIO which gives learners and ap-
prentices a break. No longer c¢an
the company use young machinists
at low rates of pay under the pre-
tense of teaching them to become
mechanics.

Under the new contract, the
learner starts at 55 cents an hour.
After four weeks he receives a five-
cent an hour increase. In three
months he receives another five-
cent increase and every six months
after that a five-cent increase until
he reaches the status of a second-
class mechanic at 88 cents an hour.

‘Compare this ‘to the learners at
Ford Instrument Co. in New York.
The are members of the local
headed by Frank Craig who made

PROVIDING FOR LEARNERS

~By EUGENE ‘VICTOR

Here are the figures on NYA.
When it was established under the
WPA in 1935 it employed several
hundred thousand. By 1937, which
was a so-called “recovery’ year, it
had over 600,000 youth on its rolls.
In 1941, with industry reaping huge
profits, it is expected to carry al-
most 3,000,000 youths on its rolls.

It would seem that $150,000,000" is
a pretty small sum to spread ‘over
3,000,000 youth for one- year—and
it is. Many high school students are
permitted to earn less than $5.00 a
month. The highest salary  (to un-
employed youth) is about $5.00"a
week.

~|PRICES AND WAGES OF YOUNG WORKERS

| e
10,000,000 voung workers in the
United States fewer than a“haif
million are employed in these in-
dustries, More than ‘half. of ‘the
10,000,000 are unorganized and ‘did
not benefit at all from the wage
increases.

Of those who do work in unien-
ized industries., more than three-
fourths work in the textile, cloth-
ing and food-packing industries.
They received no substantial ‘'wage
increases in 1941. The Hillman and
Dubinsky unions have been' asleep
on their feet. Yet ironically enongh
it is precisely through those ‘prod-
ucts that price increases will'be di-
rectly brought to the consumer.

When the young worker goes to
buy a suit this fall he'll discover
that wool has gone up more than
25 per cent. His girl friend now:
knows that cotton yarn has” gone
up from 31 cents last May to "52
cents this May.

The buyers of textiles have been
purchasing and storing huge ‘qaan-
tities of materials in anticipation of
even greater increases in the price
levels. But young workers cannot
invest in suits and dresses two or
three years dhead of time. They are
out on a limb.

“There is only one way to put a
stop to this practice. The 'unions
must fight for a rising scale of
wages to meet the increasing ‘Cost
of living“and for equal pay m
equal work for youth. :

himself nationally famous sevehl
weeks ago for his company

on vacations and worl

In his shop the learners start at 45
cents an hour, get a five-cent in-
crease three months later, tkr
one after six months and (ﬁq

is up to them. Frank Craig “evi-
dently believes that a man should
bargain for himself, not only on
vacations but on wages as well. He
evidently considers his union just a
place where he can get the boys
together to explam the manage-
ment’s point of view.

The one bad feature of the Fair-
child contract is its duration; it is
binding for two years. United
Electrical, Radio and Machine
Workers will have to _see the
rising cost of living in the next
two years is met by increases in
wages or the value of the contract

will be lost.

To ‘the Editor:

I work on.an NYA project in the
McWilliams ‘Shipyard on Staten Is-
land where there are almost 700
young people employed and I have
a few “beefs” to e up which 1
‘hope ' you will print.

der to get for real jobs at de-
cent pay. we go to work for
a little over 30 cents an hour we ex-
to leam something in tt'etum,
prti ,since we cannot earn
mbre‘ikln‘ﬁ.w a week.

7Bnt ‘that's not the plan of the

% . A whole bunch of
us_were recently put to work, on

Mapt of us take NYA jobs in or-}

Staten Island NYA Worker
hSllys ‘He ‘Learns Very Little

' they are disgusted with the"

otumexttakestoleurna ;
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first proposed., we
! that we thought it
¢ drastic action. It was
spirit that we supported
Harlem bus strike campaign to
jobs for Negroes. It is only
a fighting program that the
Negro will win full social, political
and economic equality.

It is correct fto march on the
Capitol because the.seat of the gov-
ernment of the United States is a
Jim-Crow town. It is there that the

T
il i
7§
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racy abroad, while they deny de-/
. moeracy, at home to 11,000,000 Ne-!

groes. |

That is why we think that the
committee in charge of the demon- |
stration is making a mistake. In|
“Call to Negro America” thcy!
that “President Roosevelt is a|
umanitarian and idealist.”
like these it is a mishkei
hip up spirit for a man who is|
leader of the move to enter the |

-4

appland a man who has not lifted |
a finger to aid the Negroes, to do|
away with Jim-Crow and whose |
Demeocratic Party is the party of |
the southern reactionaries.

We committee in
charge of the march should have
invited white organizations and the
irade unions to participate. The
problem eof Negro discrimination is
not confined to the Negro. It is of
vital interest to the whole working
class—Negro and white. This has
been shown most clearly by those
CIO and AFL unions that have es-
tablished full equality in their
unions. A united demonstration
would be a hundred times more
effective in the struggle against
Jim-Crow.

The III;Q]I is good. But it is net
‘enough. The demand for the Presi-

s &ir corps
' seratches the surface. It is the
reactionary officers in the army, the
Jim-Crow bosses of industry whe
have to be fought. That needs more
than an “executive order.” It re-
quires a struggle in every commu-
nity throughout the country. It re-
! an organization that will
fight for Negro rights all the year
round.

“Jobs for Negroes” is the cry that
must echo from millions of throats.
It must become a mighty chorus
backed up by picket lines and dem-
onstrations throughout the country.
It must be the watchword that will
win full social, political and eco-
nomie equality for the Negroes.

Black Workers and the New

Are Negroes

|Americans, Too?

Negroes are not Americans, in
the opinion of the Chicago police
department. The cops and Amer-
ican Legion officials, including the
brother of Mayor Edward J. Kelly,
showed what they meant by Ameri-
canism in their treatment of a
group of youthful protesters against
Jim-Crow at the recent “I Am an
American Dayn"”

The demonstrators, a group of 10
Negro youth, arrived at the jingo
celebration bearing a sign reading:
“We are Americans too, but we are
Jim-Crowed in the army and de-
fense factories. We protest.” The
police immediately prohibited the
carrying of this banner.

Perhaps even more striking than
this violation of free speech itself,
was the excuse given by the cops
for their action. It seems that the
local police and Legion officials
think it is controversial whether
or not the Negroes are Jim-Crowed
in the army and in jobs in the arms
program. They would have a very
hard time finding any Negro or, for
that matter, any honest person who

was not pretty darn sure that there

Crow Washington, the nation’s

Calling for a mass demonstration of 10,000 Negroes to Jim-

capital city, the “Negroes Com-

mittee to March on Washington for Equal Participation in. Na-
tional Defense’ 'is soliciting support throughout the country for

a march to take place July 1st..
The plan was first proposed

by A. Philip Randolph, Negro

labor leader and president of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car
Porters, in an article written for the New York Age of January

25. The proposal was discussed

for several months in the Negro

press and finally a committee with Randelph as the chairman

was set up.

is* wholesale discrimination going

on. But the cops were' not going to,

be convinced; they insisted that it
was a highly debatable point.

This behavior on the part of the
PATRIOTIC officials of “I Am an
American Day” was an illuminat-

ing experience for the militant
youthful demonstrators. It showed
them clearly that what these big
shots mean by ‘“the American way
of life” includes the lie of white
supremacy. The demonstrators
knew perfectly well that the cops
and Legion officials were not inno-
cent enough to doubt the existence
of Jim-Crow; it was clear that they
were lying.

The Sf‘ory of the Negro Workers
in the New Trade Unions

By SUSAN DRAKE

The tremendous importance of

Negro and white unity among the
attention during the recent Ford

workers was  sharply ‘brought ' to

strike. The attempt of the Ford

Motor Co. to use the Negro as a

strikebreaker' was stopped and the

union won a'great victory in- the
recent poll.

In view of the importance of the
problem, material
workers in the unions can serve a
valuable function. Cayton and
Mitchell in their volume “The
Un-
ions” have done a fine job.

In their investigation of the steel.
meat packing, railroad and other
industries, they have shown that
race conflict has hurt all workers
and that unity has advanced them.

Let us look at the steel industry.

on the Negrof.

The Negro entered steel during the
great strike struggles of 1890 and
1919, He was imported to act as
strikebreaker—and was used suc-
cessfully to break those strikes. Af-
ter the strikes were broken many of
the Negroes again found themselves
out in the cold—but in the period
between 1890 and 1930 there was
an increase in Negro steel workers
by 11 times the original number.

Position in Industry

The position of the Negro in in-
dustry has been far from a satis-
factory one. He has been given only
unskilled or semi-skilled jobs. Sev-
enty-three and one-half per cent of
the laborers are Negroes; 16.4 per
cent of the semi-skilled are Negroes;
6.2 per cent of the skilled; 8 per
cent in the standard crafts; 0.2 per
cent office workers; 0.3. per cent of-
ficials, professional or highly tech-

Won't the Southern Senator See
| A Black Qiguwre . . . Swinging?

This is the story of two men. One

per—Claude E. Pepper. Pepper is a famous man,
well known as a senator from Florida who makes
' . noble speeches in Congress for demoeracy. Senator

~  Pepper rates quite a few lines in

- Who's Who and he gets a lot of space in the New

¥York Times. He's a famous man.
. The other man is named A. C. W

Sl Williams, a Negro boy who lives—lived. rather—
. in Quincy, Florida. The only claim which A. C.

has to fame is the fact that

- om
‘his
was .

made a speech in Congress or
¢ was just a

. ' Who.
& ¢

May 13, 1941. Even then, the papers didn't give
first name—just A. C. Williams. After all, who
A. C. Williams? He wasn't a famous man; he

m‘;. ordinary Negro boy .
s

then sees what happens.
listened so carefully in Wash-

is named Pep-

the American

illiams—just A.

he was lynched But Florida

anywhere else.
.+« who

Postscript

A. C. Williams

It was only a few days later that A. C. Williams
was lynched. He was charged, of course, with.rape.
But he never had a chance to get a fair trial. He
was dragged out of jail by a drunken mob and was
beaten and shot until his body hung limp and swol-
len and was left for dead. But the mob was Wrong.
He still lived. He had a chance to pull through.

“justice” was not to be frustrated.

When Williams was being taken to the hospital in
an ambulance, he was assaulted again by the same
group of men. This time they finished the job. Wil-
liams was dead.

t

Nobody suggested that a dinner be held for Sen-

everybody
the great

Just

Mm—-.ay. the outlines of a black

ator Claude E. Pepper, in whose state this lynching
took place, to honor him for this great democratic
event. Nobody even bothered to remember .that
Senator Pepper, the champion of “democracy” and
the tribunal of “freedom,” had been one of those
senators who had filibustered against the Anti-
‘Lynching Bill. Everybody in Washington—at least
who counted—was too busy slapping
Claude E. Pcppez‘:nmthe back for his great

would get ca into war . . . for

all, who ‘was A. C.
a

‘won't he sce an apparition th

nical workers. This means that the
Negro is in the lowest paid classi-
fication.

He is prevented from becoming a
skilled worker by not being allowed
to ‘be an apprentice. He is diserim-
inated against, even when he knows
the work. In many cases he does
the work of a skilled man, and is
never given the opportunity for
promotion above semi-skilled work.

In the early years of unionization
the white worker hated the Negro
and refused to allow him to join
the unions. However, it wasn't long
before it became obvious, especially
in those plants where the percent-
age of Negro workers was high, it
would be impossible to achieve bet-
ter conditions without the Negro
in the union. So long as the colored
man could be used as a tool of the
boss to keep the unions out, so long
would it be impossible to get any-
where.

Company Union

The earliest trick was the com-
pany union. This was to fool both
white and black workers. For even
though the pretensidn of employee
representation was there, the rep-
resentative could get nothing for
the worker because he feared for
his job. Yet for many years the
Negro chose the company union be-
cause he feared that if he joined
an outside union he would be re-
placed by a white man. .

For many years the only union
in the field was the Amalgamated
Association of Iron, Steel and Tin
Workers. Bureaucratically run, the
only new people. taken in were
those indispensable to organization.
After unions were recognized by
the NRA a spurt of organization
took place. No emphasis was placed
on taking the Negro in, but in' the
newer lodges, orgdnizers realized
the necessity to win his friendship
and cooperation. Large numbers of
Negroes joined when they were
shown that they had a place in the
union, :

a

SWOC Success

Later the Steel Workers Organiz-
ing Committee, CIO, had even
greater success. The emphasis on
equality was primary. Not only
with talk but by proving in action
that the white unionists were not
using the Negro to win recogni-
tion, helped draw greater and great-
er numbers of Negro workers into:
the unions. {The hook is filled with
interviews of workers on the atti-
tude of both white and Negra un-
ionists. For example: S
“I am shop steward in our localk
I was elected unanimously. I would

|not say the whites don't want Ne-

groes in office; they just havent
thought of the problem created by
not having Negroes in office.

[long as the Negro goes to meetings,

L

speaks when he's right and shows
intelligence, the whites are for you
100 per cent.,” (Interview, Negro
workman, Chicago, December, 1939).
Cayton” and Mitchell prove that
the Negro has progressed # long
way. The white worker has awak-
ened to the plight of the Negro.

Real steps toward the emancipa-
tion of the Negro and, white work-
er will be made only when a fight-
ing unity has been established in
every industry throughout the
whole country.

FDR Speech--

'(Contlnued from page 1) !

Let the 130,000,000 workers, farm-
ers and youth decide; let the peo-
ple decide—not one man!

And if, as FDR has announced,
youth between 18 and 21 are to be
drafted soon, why shouldn’'t they
have the right to vote as well? IF
THEY'RE OLD ENOUGH TO
FIGHT AND DIE, THEY'RE OLD
ENOUGH TO VOTE!

We, of the Young Peoples Social-
ist League, who are the Youth Sec-
tion of the Workers Party, believe
that this is a reactionary imperialist
war on-both sides—on the side of
Churchill and Roosevelt as well as
on the side of Hitler, Mussolini and
Stalin. We believe that only a
workers government that took over
the industries and the wealth of the
country and ran them democrati-
cally in the interests of the entire
people, could rally to its banner the
oppressed of the world to smash,
once and for all, the scourge of fas-
- But we also believe that though
there are many people who cannot
yet agree with this program, the
great masses of the people and es-
pecially of the youth, are against
the war. Y

why we say: THE CRY
OF THE HOUR MUST BE: NO
CONVOYS, NO AEF!
LET THE PEOPLE VOTE ON
WAR! LET THE PEOPLE DE-
CIDE! ;

I AM INTERESTED
in recelving more information

|1940—but

i

The object of the committee, ac-
cording to a “Call to Negro. Amer-
ica,” a publication of the committee,
is: “An ‘all-out’ thundering march
on Washington, ending in a mon-
ster and huge demonstration at Lin-
coln’s Monument which will shake
up white America.”

In order to guarantee the success
of the march, numerous committees,
have been set up in different cities
throughout the country. An official
butfon has been issued and a re-
quest for funds has been sent to all
the Negro organizations. -It is
planned to have contingents of Ne-
groes from every section of the
country. ,

The committee hopes by this ac-
tion to “cause President Roosevelt
to issue an executive order abolish-
ing discrimination in all govern-
ment departments, army, navy, air
corps and national defense jobs.”

Members of the committee in-
clude the following: A. Philip Ran-
dolph, Walter White, Lester B.
Granger, Layla Lane, Frank R.
Crosswaith, A. C. Powell, Jr., Rev.
William Lloyd Imes, Richard Par-
rish, Dr. Rayford Logan, Henry K.
Craft and J. Finley Wilson. .

The Workers Party and the Young
Peoples Socialist League have en-
dorsed the demonstration.

. (See Editorial)

Philly Youth |
Win Sears Strike

FPHILADELPHIA - Three hundred
and fifty young workers of the
Sears, Roebuck-Atwater Kent ware-
house went on strike: 350 ‘militant,
determined fighters against the
most powerful retail merchandizing
corporation in the world. « }
° The strike was called before of -
the company's stubborn refusal to =~
recognize the United Retail, Whole- =
sale and Department Store Employ- =
ees of America, CIO, Local 18 =
which represented a large majority

of the workers. The union insisted
that the company agree to an NRLB '
election. The company refused: =
The representative of the com»
pany in a conference with union
spokesmen talked about “democ-
racy,” “the American way of life,”
and “the need for unity and under-
standing in this grave national =
emergency.” He talked about ev-
erything but what the workers
wanted—union recognition.

Strike Action gy e

Finally when the workers. saw =
they could not get the company to
agree to an NLRB election by con-
ferences and discussions, they spoke
in a language the company could
understand—STRIKE! § 200

In addition. to union recognition,

the union demands: R
—10 cents per hour wage increase.
—5-day, ‘40-hour week, regul;? 1
hours, time and a half for over
time. kTR
—Seniority rights to be reco
in layoffs and promotions.
—Maintenance of all presen|
efits, such as vacations,
-leave, - group insurance,
profit-sharing. !
. Sears, which made a profit
$704,000 in 19%0, squealed
stuck pig when the workers
for 10 cents an hour more.
ume of sales for March, 18
30 per cent higher t
raises, G
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