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LABOR PARTY

Auto workers at the
General Motors Nor-
wood and Lordstown,
Ohio plants will join the
Kansas City and St.
Louis, Missouri locals in
a powerful strike that
will soon cripple the GM
auto empire.

Nixon’ S Friend Arnholt Smith

A rREPORTER

A federal grand jury
has indicted Nixon
backer C. Arnholt Smith
on 25 charges of crimin-
al conspiracy and fraud,
despite a Justice
Department inter-
vention to remove vital
evidence.

Smith and his family own
52 percent of the Westgate
California Corporation and 53
percent of the United States
National Bank in southern
California which collapsed
last October.

The grand jury, in a 44 page
statement, said the collapse of
the bank was directly due to $170

million in fraudulent loans which
Smith arranged.

On June 30, workers at the
Norwood plant voted 91 per-
cent in favor of a full-scale
strike within 10 days. The
president of United Auto
Workers Local 674 declared
that if there was no progress
in the negotiations by that
time, a strike would be on.

On July 2, officials of UAW Lo-
cal 1112 in Lordstown informed
GM that they would strike in five
days unless grievances on over-
work and health and safety were
resolved.

A shutdown at Norwood and
Lordstown, coming at the same

Smith and other officials at
Westgate arranged for loans
which were then used for other
business enterprises or their own
personal and political use. False
financial statements, unlisted
bank accounts, and even inter-
national letters of credit were
used to perpetrate the fraud.

Ninety-seven loans were
listed, some as large as $3.75
million. Counts include illegal
use of bank funds, misapplica-
tion of funds, making false state-
ments to federal bank examin-
ers, and falsifying bank records.

During the year-long inves-
tigation, most testimony had
come from the Internal Revenue
Service, which has filed a civil
lien against Smith demanding
$22.8 million in unpaid personal
income tax for 1969. In a surprise
move last week, the IRS with-
drew all of its evidence and testi-
mony and informed Smith that

St. Louis G rkers on strike against working conditions and speedup resulting from the
layoft of 40 percent of the men.

time as the St. Louis and Kansas
City plants are on indefinite
strikes, would be a tremendous
blow to the plans of GM to boost
profits by destroying any ves-
tiges of decent working condi-
tions and union rights.

These shutdowns strike at the
heart of the GMAD slave labor
plan where speedup techniques
have been refined to brutal per-
fection, particularly at Lords-
town and Norwood, where the
assembly lines are the fastest.

At the Kansas City Leeds plant
3100 workers have been out since
June 18 over the deterioration of
working conditions after a mini-

Indicted

they would not press criminal
tax evasion charges.

The magnitude of the finances
involved will rock the entire
California business world, which
is based on the most intricate of
speculative and credit arrange-
ments.

The grand jury says that the
false loans diverted for Smith’s
personal use involve several
other banks, where unlisted ac-

counts were held, and even other | *

nations because letters of credit

were issued at various times by |’

United States National.

Westgate California Corpora-
includes 39 j§

tion, which
subsidiary companies in many

areas, is now being liquidated f
under the Federal Bankruptcy

Act, and thousands of jobs are
threatened.

A combined sentence could be
as much as 120 years in jail and
fines of $250,000.

strike in May solved nothing.

The St. Louis strike began
June 28 and involves over 14,000
grievances. There has been no
local contract since GM reor-
ganized the plant in 1971.

At the same time, the dead-

line for a new strike at the Chry-
sler Dodge truck plant in War-
ren, Michigan is approaching.
There are reports that a walk-
out may take place this Friday
or on Monday, July 8.
. At the meeting in Norwood,
workers were informed that
over 7000 grievances still re-
mained unsettled and that the
union’s 150 demands, including
shift preference, local wage
agreements, overtime, and
plantwide seniority, had not even
been discussed yet.

IRON

Norwood, which produces
Camaros and Firebirds, has had
no local agreement since Sep-
tember and GM rules the plant
with an iron fist. Workers are
automatically fired after two
disciplinary layoffs. Since the
last national contract, they have

been forced to work 9 hours a
day in involuntary overtime.

In May, Norwood workers
staged a wildcat over these is-
sues when a committeeman was
fired for leading a slowdown in
the plant. The UAW then called a
four day mini-strike at the end of
June.

The situation in Lordstown is
even more critical with over
12,000 outstanding grievances.
Despite the membership vote
authorizing a strike last Sep-
tember, the international lead-
ership of Leonard Woodcock has
refused to sanction anything but
mini-strike actions.

These strikes confirm the
policy of the Trade Union Al-
liance for a Labor Party which is
fighting within the plants for a
national UAW strike against all
Big Three auto giants to throw
out the 1973 contracts and to
launch a fight for a 20 percent
wage increase with a full cost of
living clause, the recall of all
laid off workers, an end to
speedup, and a national

agreement on all working condi-
tions.

Specnal Rewew by Tlm Wohlforth of the ne book Time on
the Cross; on American slavery. See page 10.
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The assassination of the mother of the late Martin
Luther King, Jr. in Atlanta, Georgia is the sharpest ex-
pression of the explosive tensions that are building up
throughout the South.

These killings, whether or not they were the work ofka
crazy man or part of a premeditated plot, are in-
separably connected to the new conditions of struggle
in the South.

In the past weeks, demonstrators have been brutally

beaten and arrested by Atlanta police during protests
i against increasing
repression that led to
at the murder of 17-year-
e old Brandon Gibson.
- The right-wing,
e racist police chief has
virtually taken over
. control of the city and
I“ . | has gotten the courts
to back him up.
In Jacksonville,
Florida, police are creating the conditions for another
“‘Operation Zebra.” Hysterical scare stories are being
spread that the recent killing of three white teenagers
is the work of a Black Liberation execution plot.

This escalation of police violence today takes place
under different conditions than the civil rights
struggles of the 1950s and the 1960s. .

A powerful upsurge has been sweeping the South as
part of a nationwide offensive by the working class
against inflation and for pay increases and decent
working conditions.

This upsurge can now bring both Black and white
workers in the South together in a struggle on the basis
of a common class interest, posing a threat to all the
reactionary politicians and businessmen who have pro-
fited off racial divisions.

A New Stage Of Struggle In The South

from the tremendous fear of the capitalists in the South
of this growing struggle. The police are forced to move
not only against the Black workers and youth, but
against white workers who strike and fight for wages.

But the old civil rights leadership of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference seeks to maintain
these divisions in order to prevent workers from
breaking from the reformist, pacifist, ‘‘nonviolent”
politics of the SCLC.

The SCLC seeks to dominate every trade union
struggle as they did in the strike at Rich’s department
store in Atlanta last year, turning it into an exclusively
Black struggle and cutting it off completely from the
struggles of white workers. '

The policy of the conservative privileged clique
around Reverend Abernathy is a thinly disguised
version of the reactionary ideology of the church which
tells workers to fight for a few crumbs, but basically to
accept their oppression, and never to challenge the
system itself.

Thus, while Southern workers enter a new period of
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struggle that creates conditions to break down racial
divisions, the SCLC, together with every nationalist
group including the revisionist Socialist Workers
Party, play up nationalism.

This nationalism is used to defend Atlanta Mayor
Maynard Jackson on the basis that he is Black, even
though Maynard has totally capitulated to police chief
Inman and claims he is powerless to remove him.

The upsurge in class struggle in the South is sud-
denly bringing the civil rights leaders and the liberal
Democrats together with segregationist Alabama Gov-
ernor George Wallace in a united bloc against the
working class.

Ever since Edward Kennedy’s joint appearance with
Wallace last July 4 in Alabama, reports have been
circulating that Wallace is more ‘‘moderate,” has
toned down his racist views, and has more support
among Black people.

Black mayors like Johnny Ford of Tuskegee and
Charles Evers of Fayette, Mississippi have endorsed
Wallace.

But Wallace’s new ‘‘image’’ is being entirely manu-
factured by the Democrats to pave the way for a Ken-
nedy-Wallace ticket in the next election. Individuals
and foundations who continue to oppose Wallace are
being cut off from funds, while people like Evers and
Ford are lining their pockets with generous state aid.

What is needed is reyolutionary leadership to unite
the struggles of a new generation of Southern workers
with the struggles of all workers in the country. The
fight in the South for the same rights and conditions
won in the North must be carried out in a political
struggle against the Nixon government and the Demo-
crats.

Only a revolutionary party, on the basis of the fight to
build an independent labor party to provide jobs and
decent wages for all, can unite the working class and

All the storm trooper tactics being revived come

lead it to power.

The following is an interview
with Yohhnes Negussie, a young
student, who arrived in the
United States from Ethiopia two
months ago. A resident of Eri-
trea, Negussie recounts the con-
ditions that led to the massive
rebellions sweeping the coun-

try, .

““The Ethiopian people are a
very oppressed people. There
are no jobs at all. Only the rich
get jobs. Those poor people who
finish the 12th grade don’t get
any jobs. There is sort of a uni-
versity. They don’t want to im-
prove the people. They want only
a limited number of students in
the university. Students are not
even allowed to gather in groups
of more than five.

“The peasant’s farm belongs
to the lords. They don’t have any
surplus for themselves.

‘“People believed in Selassie.
He ruled for so many years.
They believed in him as if he
were a God.

“‘If people say anything, they
can get arrested. Everything ex-
ploded because the people were
suffering. Generals, everyone
was cheating. They don’t care
how the people live.

‘“The lower classes were al-
most dead. Even the middle
classes didn’t have anything.
Taxes, everything is very high.
Everything has doubled, every-
one wanted a change.

“The people said we don’t
want any more of this. This had
never happened before. They
opened up something.

“The factories didn’t all close
at the same time. They started
one after another. One would
close, then go back, then an-
other would close, etc. Mem-
bers of the working class had a
meeting and discussion and they
said we want this, and this, and
if we don’t get it we’ll close
everything.

“The ordinary worker gets $1
a day for the simple jobs. He
can’t pay the rent so where can
he live? His rent is $25 a month.
The workers wanted $2.25 or
$2.50 a day.

“I am from Eritrea, the
Eritrean Liberation Front in the
north. First, Eritrea was to be
independent but Haile Selassie
confused people<and united the
two countries. At that time,
people were in a state of misery.

“The people of Eritrea didn’t
get what they wanted. There are
no schools and no jobs. They are
immigrating from the north to
Addis Ababa.

“In Addis Ababa, there is dis-"

crimination against people from
Eritrea. If something happens,
Selassie makes the ELF respon-
sible.

“In Eritrea, there is martial
law to oppress the people, but
the people there are very power-
ful now and want to struggle for
their liberation.

“It was the taxi drivers that
started first for a raise in their

salary. The issue with the-

drivers was the price of gas. It
was raised from 55 cents to $1.05.
They were all suffering; they
couldn’t feed their families. At
first the government was quiet
and didn’t take any action.

Ababa.

“The taxi drivers wanted to
have a meeting but it was pro-
hibited by the government. When
they held the meeting anyway,
they arrested them and beat
some of them.

“The drivers started to throw
stones at the buses to block the
roads so all the people would
know about their demands. The
drivers reasoned that if people
couldn’t get to work, if all the
jobs are closed, the government
would have to do something.

“After the taxi drivers, the
soldiers started to fight for
higher salaries. Selassie said
how can I increase your salary,
we don’t have that much money.
He immediately - gave the sol-
diers their money because he
was afraid of them. First he

‘Only The Rich Get Jobs’

gave $5, then $10.

“Then the teachers asked for
an increase, everyone asked for
increases, but the decision on the
teachers was the most difficult
because they also demanded that
the new Prime Minister, chosen
by Haile Selassie, be thrown out.
If the government gave the
teachers the salaries, then they
would have to grant this de-
mand too.

“At first the soldiers wanted
an increase and improvement
for the people also. When they
got their salaries, they forgot
about the needs of the people and
the people blamed the soldiers,
so that started a new uprising.

“The power of Selassie is in
the army. That’s why they want
to divide the military from the
people. There are divisions a-
mong the soldiers. Some want to
change the whole government
and some want to help Selassie.
There was a fight between these
factions.

“They want to keep Selassie as
a figurehead and use this to
cheat people. They want to keep
Selassie and change what is
underneath him.

‘‘After this, Selassie went out
and gave $1 to children, to trick
the people. Selassie is the first
criminal of them all. He wants
the leaders to do what he wants.
These officials only want to ex-
pand their own wealth.

“Fighting has become very
hot. The telecommunications,
the post office will open one day
and be closed the next. A friend
just wrote me that it is still
going on, even more than before.

“The provinces of Tigre and
Wollo are wealthy with food.
They had five years of drought.
It’s a very rich country, but the
people can’t get the food. The
government does not store any of
the grain. -

‘““Help came from foreign
countries like Germany but the
leaders took the aid and the
people are still suffering. Some-
times, they took raw grain and
just threw it at the people; how
were they going to eat it? They
buried five or six peasants at a
time. Most of them died.

“Later the military is not
going to rule. The people want to
elect their own government.
They need to elect a socialist
government.”’

NG

Rebel troops of the Eritrean Liberation Front.

a.

Ethiopian Troops
Arrest Ministers

BY A
CORRESPONDENT
The Ethiopian armed

forces have taken over
the radio and telecom-
munications offices in
Addis Ababa and have
arrested high ranking
members of the new
civilian cabinet.

The army has rounded up
members of the Imperial
Crown Council, controlled by
the landowning aristocracy
and the main consultative
body to Emperor Haile Sel-
assie.

A curfew has been imposed,
troop carriers are patrolling Ad-
dis Ababa and top level discus-
sions are going on between offi-
cials of the armed forces and
Prime Minister Endalkachew
Makonnen.

In a June 30 communique, the
armed forces declared that it
would arrest officials who
‘““acted or were conspiring to ob-
struct the smooth functioning”
of the government.

The army moved June 28 in re-
sponse to attempts by eight
members of parliament to call
for the release of 25 ministers
and officials of the former gov-
ernment who have been under
detention since the uprisings

that swept KEthiopia last
February.

Since then, strikes have con-
tinued and the semifeudal na-
tion has been in a constant state

of turmoil.

ARRESTED

Asrate Kassa, chairman of the
Crown Council who is second in
rank to the Emperor has been
arrested, along with Yilma
Deressa, former Minister of Fi-
nance; Minassie Haile, Minister
of Foreign Affairs and US Am-
bassador; Defense Minister
General Abiye Abebe; and Jus-
tice Minister Belachew Asrate.

The military is dissatisfied
with the Prime Minister who is
the only member of the former
government who was never ar-
rested, but the leaders of the
armed forces have pledged their
loyalty to Selassie.

The military moved only in re-
sponse to the determined strug-
gle of the Ethiopian workers and
peasants who are fighting
against centuries of the most
barbaric oppression, for politi-
cal rights, decent wages, and the
right to strike.

But the military wants to con-
fine this struggle by keeping Sel-
assie in power, even if just as a
figurehead. Last week, sharp di-
visions within the armed forces
resulted in a shootout at the
Debre Zeit Air Force Base be-
tween paratroopers and air force
troops.
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West German Bank
Collapse Triggers

‘Big Losses In US

BY MELODY FARROW

The collapse of one of
the biggest banks in
West Germany, I. D.
Herstatt, has resulted in
big losses for American
banks and is raising
fears that other banks
and institutions will soon
go under.

This collapse which will re-
verberate throughout the eco-
nomies of every country ex-
poses the precarious position
of all the major banks and the
threat of collapses through-
out industries which would
throw millions of workers out
of jobs.

The Zurich subsidiary of the
Seattle First National Bank, one
of the 30 largest US banks, has
lost $22.5 million and the Mor-
gan Guaranty Trust Company
lost $13 million. This money was
owed by Herstatt for the de-
livery of German marks.

This follows the near collapse
of the Franklin National Bank in
New York after the default of
loans and losses in exchange
dealings. Franklin was only kept
going by loans from the Federal
Reserve and assistance from a
group of 11 banks.

Herstatt’s bankruptcy was
triggered by the massive loss of
$180 to $200 million in foreign ex-
change trading. The bank sought
to raise cash by selling foreign
currencies at a contracted price
at a future date and to profit off
the fluctuations in the the cur-
rencies value. However, if the
currency drops in value, the
banks take a tremendous loss.

There are rumors that Swiss

banks and their British subsi-
diaries are in the same position.

The Herstatt collapse imme-
diately bankrupted the Hans
West German insurance firm,
which owned 81 percent of the
bank’s stock and the Baltzman
restaurant chain, which just an-
nounced it cannot pay salaries to
its employees.

SPECULATION
However, the crisis is not just
one of speculation on the ex-
change markets, but the inabil-
ity of major corporations and
whole countries to repay loans to
banks, because of massive debts.

At the same time, one major
collapse can trigger off a chain
reaction of collapses at many
smaller banks and loan institu-
tions, as panicky investors start
to withdraw funds.

Following the Herstatt’s col-
lapse, interest rates for short
term loans on the Eurodollar
market soared from 12.88 per-
cent to 14.25 percent.

This followed the move by the
major American banks to raise
their rates to 11.75 percent and it
is predicted that it will soon go to
12 percent.

Arthur Burns, chairman of the
Federal Reserve Board, an ad-
vocate of tight credit restric-
tions, declared that the weaker
institutions ‘‘are going to fall by
the wayside.” Often, however,
these smaller banks are subsi-
diaries of the big ones.

INVESTMENTS

The surge in interest rates
which will reduce investments
will only accelerate bank-
_ruptcies in industry.

The banking crisis reflects the
crisis ripping apart the capital-
ist system, reflected sharply in

the latest news on the US
economy :

*The Commerce Department
says that the rise in corporate
profits for the first quarter of
1974 was all in inflation.

*The ‘‘economic upswing”’
predicted by Nixon has failed to
materialize and the growth of
the economy in the second half of
the year will be less than 3 to 4
percent.

*The stock market continues
to fall. Inflation is spiralling

with new price increases just an- §

nounced in gasoline and alumi-
num.

RECESSION

The continuous inflation over
the whole past period is now pro-
ducing sharp recession and the
spectre of depression that
threatens the working class with
unemployment and impoverish-
ment.

This crisis must motivate the
urgent construction of the rev-
olutionary party to establish a

workers government based on pgey. Ralph D. Abernathy with John Inman,

socialist policies.

BY CYNTHIA BLAKE

The assassination of
Mrs. Martin Luther
King, Sr. in Atlanta,
June 30, follows weeks
of intense struggle in a
city which has carefully
cultivated an image of

Ehrlichman Signed Break-in Order

BY BARRY GREY

An assistant Water-
gate special prosecutor
has presented a mass of
evidence detailing John
Ehrlichman’s role in
planning and approving
the break-in at the of-
fice of Daniel Ells-
berg’s psychiatrist.

The trial of Ehrlichman
and three members of Nix-
on’s ‘‘plumbers’”’ unit got
underway last week.

Ehrlichman, G. Gordon Liddy,
Eugenio Martinez, and Bernard
Barker are charged with con-
spiring to violate the civil rights
of Dr. Lewis Fielding, Ells-
berg’s psychiatrist, in the 1971
break-in at his Beverly Hills of-
fice. Ehrlichman is also charged
with four counts of lying to the
FBI

Prosecutor William H. Mer-
rill said that former White
House national security aide
David R. Young will testify that
Ehrlichman removed docu-
ments from Young’s files which
showed Ehrlichman had ad-
vance knowledge of the break-in.

Young made copies of these
documents without Ehrlich-
man’s knowledge, which include

discussions on the break-in be-
tween Young and Ehrlichman.

In July of 1971, ex-CIA agent
Howard Hunt was hired by
former White House special
counsel Charles Colson to head
up the operation. G. Gordon
Liddy, an ex-FBI agent, was al-
ready a member of the plum-
bers.

Hunt, with Ehrlichman’s
knowledge, obtained a psychia-
tric profile on Ellsberg from the
CIA in August. Not satisfied with
the profile, White House Aide
Egil Krogh, Young, and Ehr-
lichman met on August 5, 1971.
They discussed in detail an op-
eration to get the psychiatric
files on Ellsberg from Fielding’s
office.

MEMO

On August 11, Ehrlichman ini-
tialed a memo from Young to ap-
prove a.covert operation to get
the files, and wrote in his own
handwriting: ‘‘As long as it’s not
traceable.”

With an air-tight case against
him, Ehrlichman is maintaining
that Young is lying as part of a
deal he made for immunity with
the Watergate prosecutors. He
maintains he knew nothing about
the break-in.

However, Ehrlichman does
not even deny the conspiracy

against Ellsberg, but arrogantly

defends it on the grounds of ““na-
tional 'security.”

Nixon himself is recorded on
one of the tapes in the hands of
the House Judiciary Committee
saying, in reference to a leak in
the SALT talks: ‘“This is really
national security, not like the
Ellsberg thing.”

Ehrlichman’s defense attor-
ney, Henry Jones, said in his
opening statement, that the
memorandum initialed by Ehr-
lichman approving the ‘‘covert”
operation did not refer to the
break-in, but only ‘‘a secret pro-
cedure.”

Ehrlichman faces a maxi-
mum sentence for all the
charges against him of 30 years
and $30,000.

The prosecution, headed by
Nixon’s appointee, Leon Jawor-
ski, is doing everything possible
to keep the main conspirator,
Nixon, out of the case.

That is why the prosecution
filed a memorandum last week
stating it no longer intends to
prove a criminal coverup in con-
nection with the break-in.

Nixon has intervened in every
way possible, including
attempting to bribe the judge
with a federal appointment and
refusing to hand over Ehrlich-
man’s files, in order to coverup
his own role in the case.
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‘Atlanta’s police chief, outside

the home of the Rev. Martin Luther King Sr. after the shooting.

Atlanta Mayor Gives In
To Police Chief Terror

racial and class

harmony.

For two months, the
Atlanta police department
has operated completely
autonomous of all control by
elected officials. The courts
have backed up Police Chief
Inman, ripping up a new city
charter and ruling that
Mayor Maynard Jackson
cannot fire him and the city
council cannot impeach him.

Dozens of youth and workers
have been injured and arrested
during protests which followed
the June 22 shooting of Brandon
Gibson, the twenty-third person
to be murdered by police within
the last 18 months.

Undercover police agents have
been discovered working at the
Atlanta Voice, the city’s major
Black paper, and WRFG, a lis-
tener-sponsored radio station.

REBELLIONS
Jackson, a leading Black
Democrat, demanded the
resignation of Police Chief John
Inman on May 3 to head off
rebellions among black youth in
the city.

Within three hours, Inman
strode into the office with a
revolver strapped to his hip and
an armed escort of 25 police. He
ousted his replacement and now
runs the department on the basis
of a court order that enjoins
Jackson and the city council
from interfering with the depart-
ment ‘“‘in any way.”’

During the two months since,
Inman has consolidated power
based on Georgia’s right-wing
former Governor, Lester
Maddox, and organized crime
forces. He contends that he
needs complete freedom to act

because: ‘We have to cope with a
lawless, irresponsible, and
unruly section of society.”

Just how the department func-
tions is revealed in the shooting
of 17-year-old Brandon Gibson.
Friends of Gibson'’s said that two
plainclothes cops arrested him
for parole violations and then
threatened to shoot him on the
way to the patrol car.

GRABBED

When Gibson ran into a neigh-
bor’s house, he was grabbed and
held while the cops called for
help.

A uniformed officer who
answered the call shot Gibson in
the head when his younger
brother grabbed his nightstick.
One plainclothes cop then shot
Gibson in the stomach. Before -
leaving, they threatened to shoot
Gibson’s brother and mother.

During the protests organized
by the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, Inman
sent waves of foot and mounted
police into the silent crowds,
injuring and arresting dozens.

Jackson made no move to stop
these attacks, claiming that he
was ‘“‘enjoined by the courts
from protecting the citizens of
Atlanta.”

In spite of this, the bankrupt
leadership of SCLC still
attempts to piece together the
old relations with the Demo-
cratic city administration.

An “‘open letter to the mayor,”
read at the first rally, addressed
Jackson as ‘“‘Brother’” and says
they are watching to see if he is
‘‘a servant of our people or our
enemies.”’ This was endorsed by
the Atlanta Anti-Repression
Coalition which includes the
Black Workers Congress,
African Liberation Support Com-
mittee, Black Labor Action, and

~ the Maoist October League.
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BY HELEN HALYARD
Workers Party candidate in the
14th Congressional District

Democratic Mayor Beame is
out to appease the big bankers
by attacking the most basic
rights and conditions of the
workers in New York.

”h aew budsze* i aimed at
raising money m pay lm finge

. while we ~'ll
have 12 pay a city incoms tux,
and now an oxtra $15 tax for
owning a car. ,

In housing, more than any

other -single area, Beame
exposes’ just how much the
lemocrats as well as the
Republicans support the capi-
talists.
. Because only two percent of
the housing units in New York
City are vacant, we are forced
to live under intolerable condi-
tions and pay back-breaking
rents or mortgages. Now we
will pay even more, thanks to
recent decisions made by
Beame and his appointees.

_ First; ‘he raised rents in
public housing projects by as
much as 8.5 percent, over and
above the annual increase in
the surcharge added’ on for
families that work.

Now, he has said that owners
of so-called rent controlled
apartments can raise rents by
as much as 12 percent when
leases are renewed. A
“reformed’’ version of the

hated Vacancy Decontrol laws
now says that a tenant can

Beame
‘Taxes and Rents

Raises

appeal if the rents they ‘‘nego-
tiate” with the landlord are too
high.

For workers who have been
able to buy their own house,
Beame’'s new budget adds a
whopping 46.4 cenis per $100
value to the property taxes.

Now Jandiords are being
given huge ‘‘rehabilitaticn”
fcans to furnish apartments as
eryergency relpcation centers
for the welfare department.
The city has also agreed 1w pay
the debt service on their mort:
gages;

The tirst centers will be set
up on Fox Street in the Bronx
and Amboy Street in Browns-
ville, both sections where
decent housing is desperately

~ needed. Families and tenants

groups in these 'areas have
been unable to get loans.

The liberals and the trade
union leaders tell us that the
Democrats will. defend our
needs if only we elect enough of
them to Congress. The Workers
League and Young Socialists
entered the congressional
campaign to expose this lie.

"Through our campaign, we
will construct a new_ leader-
ship in the unions and neigh-
borhoods to mobilize workers
for the construction of an
independent political party, a
labor party based on the
unions. We will fight for
socialist policies, including the

nationalization of all banking }..

and real estate interests, so
that billions can be poured into
the construction of decent
housing for every family.

™)
&

Rail unlon chiel C.L. Denni

BroanRlverdaIe Bus Smke

BY A REPORTER

NEW YORK, NY-—Ex-
press bus routes between the
boroughs of Bronx and Man-
hattan were shut down July 1
when drivers struck the
Riverdale Transit Company
and the New York Bus Com-
pany for parity pay in-
creases and cost of living pro-
tection. ,

The New York Bus Company
waited until 20 minutes before
the contract deadline to offer
three percent this year and five
percent in 1975. The company
busses about 11,000 commuters a
day from Co-op City and other
residential areas, and also runs
special lines to race tracks, Shea
Stadium, and Jones Beach.

Local 100, Transport Workers
Union represents 255 drivers,
while the drivers in the River-
dale area are in TWU Local 225.

Drivers of the Bronx busses
are now paid just over $5 an

, hour, about $1. less than ex-
' press drivers between Queens

and Manhattan, and the drivers
for the Transit Authority who
are also represented by Local
100.

The demand for parity also in-
cludes new cost of living clauses,
and increased pension and medi-
cal benefits.

W v FO e s e
rislan Halyvard, Workars Party candulate for

the 14tk CD in

rook!yn, OUTesERR B
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| 5% Pay Board Slash

BY CYNTHIA BLAKE

NEW YORK, NY—-
Delegates representing
35,000 New York hospi-
tal workers voted June
30 to accept a contract

~dictated by the state’s

mediation panel. -

Rail Unions File
For_20%.Raise

CHICAGO, Ill.—Contract
demands for 600,000 railroad
employees were presented
July 1, with the expiration of
an 18-month moratorium im-
posed by the federal govern-
ment.

The Brotherhood of Railway
and Airline Clerks (BRAC) and
the United Transportation Un-

" ion (UTU) filed. joint demands

for a 20 percent increase the first
year, 14 percent the second year,
a new escalator clause, and a
guaranteed annual income.
Some 20 other unions repre-
senting railroad workers are ex-
pected to join in these demands

. for the contract that begins Jan-

uary 1, 1975.

The wage guarantee would as-
sure that every employee with at
least one year’s service would be
guaranteed at least the same
wage he had earned in the last 12
months. The contract would also
stipulate that the work force
could not be cut more than two
percent per year systemwide or
four percent in any one district.

Ranks of District 1199, Na-
tional Union of Hospital and
Health Workers will vote
during the next two weeks on
the offer, which provides an
11 percent or $17 weekly raise
this year and $10 in the sec-
ond year.

A “no” vote will set up an im-
mediate collision with state
authorities who claim that the
panel’s decision became binding
when the old contract expired

June 30.

" The contract also provides for
a Jump sum payment to eover 1.5
percent due under the last con-
tract. This is the difference be-
tween the negotiated seven per-
cent increase due July 1 of 1973
and the six percent finally ap-
proved by the Cost of Living
Council after 1199 members
struck in November, 1973.

PAY BOARD

Because 1199 President Leon
Davis would not challenge the
Pay Board’s right to cut the in-
crease in the first place, he de-
manded payment of the 1.5 per-
cent retroactive only to May 1 of
this year, the first day after the
Council was disbanded. Workers
will receive approximately $24.

The workers had demanded
$25 or 15 percent in a one year
contract when negotiations
began. At the delegates
meeting, Davis recommended
acceptance of the smaller
award, saying that it was a vic-
tory, because the base pay of
$181 a week by 1975 will be the
highest ever for hospital
workers.

The contract does not include

key demands such as a guaran-
tee of alternate weekend sche-
duling and a 10 percent weekend
pay differential. The compli-
cated cost of living clause does
not take effect until the second
year, and covers only the cost in-
creases over five percent.

This contract comes up just as
whole sections of the labor
movement like copper workers,
communications, railroad, and
longshore workers enter their
own contract fights. Workers in
industries like construction,
auto, and textiles have been de-
fending their working conditions
and winning wage gains through
determined struggle during the
past few weeks.

Yet Davis told the delegates
that no major wage gains are

being made this year, to justify

accepting the contract.

Davis has arranged with the
hospitals that they can stall for
an indefinite period before
paying a penny of the contract,
going along with their claims
that they cannot meet any pay-
ments that will not be imme-

.diately . reimbursed by insur-

ance companies or the state.

This sets up conditions where
the ranks could be forced to
strike once again for wage in-
creases already promised, even
while the treasury is being
drained to pay massive fines for
last November’s strike.

The ranks of 1199 can win
strong support throughout the la-
bor movement if they repudiate
this contract and demand strike
action now to win the original
pay demand in a one year con-
tract.

Protection For Ex-Nazis [subscribe now to the W,,,oe.week,y:

BY A REPORTER

Representative Joshua Eil-
berg, chairman of the House
Subcommittee on Immigra-
tion has. charged that the
State Department has im-
peded the Justice Depart-
ment’s investigation of sus-
pected Nazi war criminals
who have immigrated to the
US. -
A list of 37 persons now under
investigation has been released,
including Valerian D. Trifa,
Bishop of the Rumanian Ortho-
dox Episcopate of America. He
was naturalized as.a citizen in

1957 in’ Sptte of testimony of his -

participation in atrocities with
the Iron Guard fascist move-
ment in Rumania.

Others on the list include
several priests and Dr. Hubert
Strughold, who helped in the
early space flight program.

Eilberg said the State Depart-
ment has refused to respond to
Justice Department requests for
assistance in finding witnesses
to wartime atrocities and ini-
tiating extradition procedures.
He said West Germany wanted
to extradite some of the people
to stand trial, but was not sure
the State Department ‘‘would
seriously entertain such a re-
quest’, I‘O * a0

0O $1.00 for 2 months
1 $3.00 for 6 months
O $6.00 for 1 year
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300 ATTEND ANNUAL

ARROW PARK OUTING

SPECIAL TO THE
BULLETIN

Over 300 trade unionists,
youth, and housewives at-
tended the Workers League
outing and rally at Arrow
Park in Monroe, New York,
June 29.

Contingents came from the
New York City area, Boston,
Washington DC, Baltimore, and
Philadelphia to make this the
largest and most successful out-
ing ever held. The largest eon-
tingent, over 80 people, came
from Queens, New York.

Following an afternoon of
boating, basketball, and soft-
ball, the Workers League candi-
dates for congress in Brooklyn,
New York, Terry Delgado and
Helen Halyard explained why
they are running and urged
everyone to join the campaign.
Tim Wohlforth, Workers League
national secretary, spoke on
“Watergate, the Ugly Face of
Capitalism.”

Terry Delgado said the condi-
tions of rotten housing, unem-
ployment, and no health facili-
ties that exist in Bushwick are
faced by workers throughout the
country.

‘‘We are campaigning on the
basis of the need to fight these
conditions, to throw out Shirley
Chisholm and all the Democrats
and Republicans and to fight for
our own political party to de-
fend jobs, housing, and health
care.”

Tim Wohlforth said that
Watergate had to be understood
in light of the economic crisis in
-the capitalist system.

““This is a government of con-
spiracy, of illegality, backed by
the military, with power con-
centrated in fewer and fewer
hands. They do this because they
are planning unpopular actions
that the masses of people will
fight.

CONSPIRACIES

‘““This is the only reason for the
conspiracies and for the buildup
in the police where in Jamaica,
Queens, the courts allow police-
men to shoot down the youth.
They are preparing to impose
these policies by brutal force.”

Wohlforth explained that the
crisis and revolutionary situa-
tion in Italy and Portugal was
the future of America. Every
capitalist country facing an
enormous debt. or balance of

payments crisis, is seeking to
solve this by taking it out of the
pockets of the working class.
“They know they can’t force
masses of people to take a 25
percent slash in living standards
so they take it from you through
inflation, by pushing the worker
down. This is why fascist move-
ments are now developing.

‘“What we must do is build a
revolutionary leadership to fight
these conditions, not to defend
profits but to fight for socialist
policies. We must break the
masses of people from the
Democrats and from the
stranglehold of the bureaucrats
in the unions, and develop a
labor party.

“If we want a party that re-
presents us, it must be run by
workers with a leadership that
comes out of the working class
itself. We call on everyone here
to join the Workers League and
to participate in the election
campaign in your neighborhood
to build this movement.”

Following a lively discussion,
everyone was urged to attend the
summer educational camp to be
held in Canada starting on
August 24.
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On March 16, 1974, an extraordinary
charade was enacted on the outskirts
of Lisbon. A column of officers and sol-
diers from the Caldas da Rainha bar-
racks hove into view. They were in ar-
moured vehicles, trucks and on foot. At
Vila Franca de Xira near the interna-
tional airport they were halted by a
garrison from Lisbon, turned around
and sent home. An attempted coup had
been stopped without a shot being
fired.

News of the army mutiny swept through
Portugal while emigres in Europe listened
to their radio sets for details of this biz-

"arre and abortive challenge to the fascist
dictatorship. A government spokesman is-
sued an immediate statement to the Press
saying: ‘‘Calm reigns in the country.”’ The
coverage in the strictly-controlled Press
was aimed at belittling its importance and
hinting that the authorities were fore-
warned. ‘“The government was already
aware that a movement was under way, the
character and aims of which were vague,”
the spokesman said. ‘It was easy to see
that any attempt on the part of a few ele-
ments to persuade other army units to
rebel would not succeed.”’ He concluded by
emphasizing that ‘‘loyal forces’’ swiftly put
down the mutineers.

IMPRISONED

Sixteen officers were imprisoned. This
was on top of the 40 officers who had al-
ready been sent to Madeira and other out-
of-the-way localities following the publica-
tion of Spinola’s book, Portugal and the Fu-
ture, in January. But no one took seriously
the stiff-upper-lip reaction of the official
government spokesmen. Like wildfire, the
story went around that the Caldas da
Rainha soldiers were captured only be-
cause there had been a mix-up in the timing
of the coup; they had moved too soon. What
it succeeded in doing was to create an at-
mosphere of anticipation which grew with
each passing day and each new rumor until
April 25. Without a line appearing in the
Portuguese Press, everyone knew of the
existence of the Armed Forces Movement.

Soldiers I spoke to said that the move-
ment began to show its hand in November
and December last year. Officers began
holding illegal meetings and publishing a
clandestine news sheet to protest against
poor wages and the sabotage of their pres-
tige as professional officers. The wages
question was straightforward enough. In
spite of the hours, conditions and the war
dangers, both officers and men are paid ut-
terly worthless wages.

With inflation among the worst in west-
ern Europe, officers found themselves un-
able to support their families on the pit-
tance wages they were receiving. The Por-
tuguese ruling class has always relied on
conscripts as cannon fodder and officers
were expected not to complain about wages
because they were ‘‘serving the nation.”
But the officer class was changing too.
From being the aristocrats and sons of the
wealthy landowners, the officers became
sons of the middle class who saw an army
career as a quick way to university and to
status. Their rebellion inside the army was
only worsened by the fact that their friends
in private industry were soaking up much
bigger salaries. The final straw was the
Caetano government’s decree that stu-
dents who received temporary rank as of-
ficers while doing military service could
keep that rank and seniority if they signed
up permanently. This decision was forced
on the government in response to the dras-
tic decline in the number of young men ap-
plying to the military academy and the re-
sulting shortage of officers. The ‘‘profes-
sionals’’ who had dedicated their lives to
the services were incensed that ‘‘ama-
teurs’’ were going to receive the same pay
and status after only conscription training.

PROFESSIONAL

Captain Ruy Guymares told the New
York Times: ‘It was this professional is-
sue that brought us together. We were con-
vinced it was illegal and a threat to our ca-
reers.”” About 300 captains and majors met
on a ranch to establish a co-ordinating com-
mittee to present their demands to the gen-
erals. Details of these early negotiations
with the top brass are obscure. The sol-
diers at one out of town barracks told me
that the officers won 100 percent wage in-
creases, but not without a showdown with
the Ministry of Defense in which the of-
ficers threw down the gauntlet and said:
“We want more money. Remember, we
have got the guns. We have got the support

THE MOVEMENT

A member of the political police being arrested by the Portuguese Army after the Movement of the Armed Forces overthrew the Caetano regime on Aprii 25.

of the soldiers in the barracks. Don’t try
and challenge us.”

The successful co-ordination over wages
brought new affinities. ‘‘Once we began to
talk freely,”’ Captain Guymaraes said, ‘‘we
discovered that all of us believed in a free
Portugal and thought that the regime
should be overthrown.”” It was at this point
that the ‘‘progressive’”’ movement of the of-
ficers reflecting demoralization of the con-
duct of the war, the ravages of inflation and
increasing qualms about the terror tactics
of the secret police, merged with the inter-
ests of a section of the bourgeoisie led by
General Spinola. The officers wanted re-
forms and an end to the unwinnable colon-
ial war: Spinola wanted an end to the colon-
ial regimes and the establishment of new
political relations with the African nation-
alists to facilitate the exploitation of min-
erals, oil and foodstuffs, particularly in Mo-
zambique and Angola.

One of the officers explained to me how
he became part of the Armed Forces Move-

ment. “In 1969 I went to Washington on a
training course. I went via London and saw
some friends who are living there. They
were very disappointed that I was going
into the army. They asked me what I
thought of the colonial wars and I said it
was our duty to give independence but we
first of all had to make sure the Africans
were ready. Then we talked about fascism
and communism. I was very confused by it
all. When I went to America we had sever-
al lessons on Communism. I will always re-
member the moment when our lecturer
was giving details of the poverty and op-
pression in the Soviet Union. He gave the
wages of the peasants and said: ‘That’s
Communism for you after 50 years.’ I said:
‘That’s pretty bad, but it’s twice what the
peasants get in Portugal.” On my way back
to Lisbon I stopped at London and talked
with my friends. I told them that we could
not go on oppressing people in Africa and in
our own country as well. It wasn’t right and
nor was it feasible. In Washington they did

one thing for me, they made me into a kind
of Communist.”

With the publication of Spinola’s book in
January, the Armed Forces Movement had
a leader. But it is essential to grasp that
Spinola’s book was not only published to
win over the middle-ranking officers, it
was also addressed to the leaders of the
Communist Party and the Socialist Party,
who would provide the necessary second
pillar to the junta in the construction of a
Bonapartist regime. No details have
emerged about the secret contacts be-
tween Spinola and Alvaro Cunhal, the gen-
eral secretary of the Stalinist party, who
was living in exile in eastern Europe, and
Dr. Mario Soares, the socialist leader then
teaching in Paris. But contacts were made
and an acceptable program was agreed
prior to April 25. I spoke to Lisbon trade
union leaders, members of the CP, who ad-
mitted receiving copies of the Armed
Forces Movement literature as early as
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on April 25.
kind March and being sounded out for their
views. Working on the traditional basis that
a Stalinist tells you one third accurately
ok in and lies about the other two-thirds, it is
thad  reasonable to conclude that considerable
that  contact preceded the military coup.
f tl(: Eduardo is a conscript at the NCO’s
f ’the training barracks near the provincial town
arty of Faro. On the morning of April 25 the 1500
coné conscripts and professionals were told at
of a breakfast that they could not leave the peri-
have  meter. “We all knew something had hap-
be- pened,”’ Eduardo said. ‘“We had been ex-
gen- pecting something—there were so many ru-
who mors. We got a radio—we were not sup-
and posed to listen—and every few hours there
then would be an announcement from the junta.
hade At 3 o’clock we heared that Caetano was re-
reed signing. When it happened I still wasn’t
rade sure whether it had been a coup from the
0 ad- left or the right. We asked our sergeant to .
med get an immediate statement from the offi-

y as

THE ARMED

cers. But he came back and said the offi-

cers would not tell him anything. We de-
cided to ask the priest to intervene for us.
But he is very reactionary and he told us it
was none of our business what was happen-
ing.”

DEMONSTRATION

Next day, April 26, with still no instruc-
tions, the soldiers staged a hunger strike.
“You've got to understand what it was
like,”’ Eduardo said. ‘‘We wanted to take up
arms against the fascists, but we didn’t
know which way to turn. The officers were
keeping us in the dark. The colonel in
charge came down to the canteen and said
to one soldier, a very new conscript, ‘Eat,’
but the soldier refused. The colonel took a
spoon and tried to force some food into his
mouth but the soldier refused to eat it. The
colonel walked away looking very fright-
ened.”’

The third day Eduardo called a meeting
of soldiers. It developed into a demonstra-
tion. One of the sergeants was delegated to

FORGES :;

(T fs ééries .Is reprinted from Workers Press,
daily Trotskyist newspaper of the British Work-
ers Revolutionary Party.)

telephone the junta in Lisbon to ask for in-
structions. ‘“‘He explained what was going
on and the junta said, ‘The colonel will be
sacked’.” Next day the colonel left the
camp at 4 a.m. to be pensioned into the
army reserve. His deputy took over for a
few days, but he has now been replaced by
a major.

In the wild euphoria that greeted the
overthrow of the Caetano regime, much
has been made by the Stalinists and re-
formists about the role of the Armed
Forces Movement. On his return, Cunhal’s
first speech paid homage to the armed
forces. In the first issue of the Stalinist
weekly, Avante, he appeared on the front
page embracing a soldier and a sailor. The
Portuguese Communist Party’s Central
Committee statement of May 4 says that
‘“the unity of the masses and the armed
forces is a precondition for liquidating the
remnants of fascism.”” The ‘‘people’” are
urged to fraternize with soldiers, sailors
and Spinola?

Page 7
Once granted legality and the right to
produce a newspaper, rights won by the
working class in struggle against the
fascist tyrants at home and in the colonies,
the Stalinists proceeded to tie the working
class to the junta. The leading article in
Avante on May 17 said:

“The unity of the working class and the
democratic forces and the alliance of the
masses and the armed forces, are in the
present situation the indispensible condi-
tion for consolidating and extending demo-
cratic gains, cutting short any counter-re-
volutionary conspiracies and finally carry-
ing out free elections for the Constituent
Assembly. This unity and this alliance are
life-and-death questions for the democra-
tic revolution. Every effort must be made
to consolidate them.”

It must be noted, however, that in the
overthrow these same forces gave a safe
passage to the fascist Caetano and his top
ministerial advisers, protected the hated
DGS from the retribution of the crowd, and
gave asylum to fascist administrators
fleeing for their lives.

The ‘‘progressive face” of the Armed
Forces Movement became clearer on May
16 during the morning briefing at the Min-
istry of the Interior given by Major San-
ches Osorio. He opened with a statement on
behalf of the junta warning about ‘‘blood-
shed and violence.”’ There was a stunned si-
lence among the 50-odd Pressmen in the
room. One English reporter could not re-
sist the opportunity of asking: ‘“You spoke
about bloodshed and violence. Where is it
going on? I don’t see it happening?”’

Osorio: “No, it isn’t going on. But we
think it is right to warn the people that it is
a danger.”’ Later Osorio told the same re-
porter that the biggest problem faced by
the junta was ‘‘labor.”” He warned workers
that there was only 24 hours in every day
and said they should not get sidetracked
into “‘other activities,”” a direct reference
to strikes, occupations and workers’ com-
mittees which were sweeping industry by
this date.

There are three categories in the Portu-
guese army: the generals, the Armed
Forces Movement of young officers and the
conscripted soldiers and sailors. In their
resolutions, the Stalinists lump them to-
gether under the expression ‘‘the armed
forces” and call for unity with them. But
this means unity with Spinola and the other
fascists in the military. When challenged
on this point, the Stalinists usually say they
really mean the Armed Forces Movement.
So why not say so? But there is another
point—why should the working class put
any faith in the officers’ movement? In
spite of their execution of the coup, these
officers have shown not the slightest in-
clination towards socialism. On the con-
trary, there objection to fascism was, at
best, liberal and was only directed towards
improving the conditions of capitalist ex-
ploitation, not ending it. Hence, the young
officers have spent the past month rushing
from one factory to the next, always with a
Stalinist at their elbow, trying to get work-
ers to go back to work. And on Sunday, May
26, it was officers who led the cavalrymen
against the demonstrators protesting about
the continued detention of a Cuban captain
who is serving ten years’ jail for assisting
the Guinéa-Bissau liberation movement.

There is one final anecdote which should
dispel any illusions in this young officers’
movement. At a dinner party on May 16 a
junior officer was basking in the gratitude
of the guests when he was asked about the
dangers of a fascist coup. ‘“We are already
looking at this,” he replied confidently.
“We are not satisfied with the purge of
fascist elements. We are considering some
executions to get rid of these people.”’ The
guests seemed mightily assured by the cap-
tain’s sincerity until he was asked: ‘“What
if the communists and socialists try to take
over? He sobered up somewhat. “We
could not let that happen either,”’ he re-
plied. “We would have to intervene. We
want a democratic government, not a com-
munist or socialist one.”

The incident reveals the class character
of these Young Turks. They imagine them-
selves to be political (and moral) arbiters
in the class struggle. But as the economic
crisis worsens and the working class surge
forward into even greater struggles with
the ruling class, the MFA will become even
more rabid standardbearers for reaction.

TO BE CONTINUED
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On March 16, 1974, an extraordinary
charade was enacted on the outskirts
of Lisbon. A column of officers and sol-
diers from the Caldas da Rainha bar-
racks hove into view. They were in ar-
moured vehicles, trucks and on foot. At
Vila Franca de Xira near the interna-
tional airport they were halted by a
garrison from Lisbon, turned around
and sent home. An attempted coup had
been stopped without a shot being
fired.

News of the army mutiny swept through
Portugal while emigres in Europe listened
to their radio sets for details of this biz-
arre and abortive challenge to the fascist
dictatorship. A government spokesman is-
sued an immediate statement to the Press
saying: ‘‘Calm reigns in the country.”” The
coverage in the strictly-controlled Press
was aimed at belittling its importance and
hinting that the authorities were fore-
warned. ‘‘The government was already
aware that a movement was under way, the
character and aims of which were vague,”’
the spokesman said. “It was easy to see
that any attempt on the part of a few ele-
ments to persuade other army units to
rebel would not succeed.”” He concluded by
emphasizing that ‘‘loyal forces’’ swiftly put
down the mutineers.

IMPRISONED

Sixteen officers were imprisoned. This
was on top of the 40 officers who had al-
ready been sent to Madeira and other out-
of-the-way localities following the publica-
tion of Spinola’s book, Portugal and the Fu-
ture, in January. But no one took seriously
the stiff-upper-lip reaction of the official
government spokesmen. Like wildfire, the
story went around that the Caldas da
Rainha soldiers were captured only be-
cause there had been a mix-up in the timing
of the coup; they had moved too soon. What
it succeeded in doing was to create an at-
mosphere of anticipation which grew with

each passing day and each new rumor until’

April 25. Without a line appearing in the
Portuguese Press, everyone knew of the
existence of the Armed Forces Movement.

Soldiers I spoke to said that the move-
ment began to show its hand in November
and December last year. Officers began
holding illegal meetings and publishing a
clandestine news sheet to protest against
poor wages and the sabotage of their pres-
tige as professional officers. The wages
question was straightforward enough. In
spite of the hours, conditions and the war
dangers, both officers and men are paid ut-
terly worthless wages.

With inflation among the worst in west-
ern Europe, officers found themselves un-
able to support their families on the pit-
tance wages they were receiving. The Por-
tuguese ruling class-has always relied on
conscripts as cannon fodder and officers
were expected not to complain about wages
because they were ‘‘serving the nation.”
But the officer class was changing too.
From being the aristocrats and sons of the
wealthy landowners, the officers became
sons of the middle class who saw an army
career as a quick way to university and to
status. Their rebellion inside the army was
only worsened by the fact that their friends
in private industry were soaking up much
bigger salaries. The final straw was the
Caetano government’s decree that stu-
dents who received temporary rank as of-
ficérs while doing military service could
keep that rank and seniority if they signed
up permanently. This decision was forced
on the government in response to the dras-
tic decline in the number of young men ap-
plying to the military academy and the re-
sulting shortage of officers. The ‘‘profes-
sionals’* who had dedicated their lives to
the services were incensed that ‘‘ama-
teurs’” were going to receive the same pay
and status after only conscription training.

PROFESSIONAL

Captain Ruy Guymares told the New
York Times: ‘It was this professional is-
sue that brought us together. We were con-
vinced it was illegal and a threat to our ca-
reers.’”’ About 300 captains and majors met
on a ranch to establish a co-ordinating com-
mittee to present their demands to the gen-
erals. Details of these early negotiations
with the top brass are obscure. The sol-
diers at one out of town barracks told me
that the officers won 100 percent wage in-
creases, but not without a showdown with
the Ministry of Defense in which the of-
ficers threw down the gauntlet and said:
“We want more money. Remember, we
have got the guns. We have got the support
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A member of the political police being arrested by the Portuguese Army after the Movement of the Armed Forces overthrew the Caetano regime on April 25.

of the soldiers in the barracks. Don't try
and challenge us.”

The successful co-ordination over wages
brought new affinities. ‘‘Once we began to
talk freely,” Captain Guymaraes said, ‘“‘we
discovered that all of us believed in a free
Portugal and thought that the regime
should be overthrown.” It was at this point
that the “‘progressive’’ movement of the of-
ficers reflecting demoralization of the con-
duct of the war, the ravages of inflation and
increasing qualms about the terror tactics
of the secret police, merged with the inter-
ests of a section of the bourgeoisie led by
General Spinola. The officers wanted re-
forms and an end to the unwinnable colon-
ial war: Spinola wanted an end to the colon-
ial regimes and the establishment of new
political relations with the African nation-
alists to facilitate the exploitation of min-
erals, oil and foodstuffs, particularly in Mo-
zambique and Angola.

One of the officers explained to me how
he became part of the Armed Forces Move-

ment. “In 1969 I went to Washington on a
training course. I went via London and saw
some friends who are living there. They
were very disappointed that I was going
into the army. They asked me what I
thought of the colonial wars and I said it
was our duty to give independence but we
first of all had to make sure the Africans
were ready. Then we talked about fascism
and communism. I was very confused by it
all. When I went to America we had sever-
al lessons on Communism. I will always re-
member the moment when our lecturer
was giving details of the poverty and op-
pression in the Soviet Union. He gave the
wages of the peasants and said: ‘That’s
Communism for you after 50 years.’ I said:
“That’s pretty bad, but it’s twice what the
peasants get in Portugal.” On my way back
to Lisbon I stopped at London and talked
with my friends. I told them that we could
not go on oppressing people in Africa and in
our own country as well. It wasn’t right and
nor was it feasible. In Washington they did

one thing for me, they made me into a kind
of Communist.”

With the publication of Spinola’s book in
January, the Armed Forces Movement had
a leader. But it is essential to grasp that
Spinola’s book was not only published to
win over the middle-ranking officers, it
was also addressed to the leaders of the
Communist Party and the Socialist Party,
who would provide the necessary second
pillar to the junta in the construction of a
Bonapartist regime. No details have
emerged about the secret contacts be-
tween Spinola and Alvaro Cunhal, the gen-
eral secretary of the Stalinist party, who
was living in exile in eastern Europe, and
Dr. Mario Soares, the socialist leader then
teaching in Paris. But contacts were made
and an acceptable program was agreed
prior to April 25. I spoke to Lisbon trade
union leaders, members of the CP, who ad-
mitted receiving copies of the Armed
Forces Movement literature as early as

March and being sounded out for their
views. Working on the traditional basis that
a Stalinist tells you one third accurately
and lies about the other two-thirds, it is
reasonable to conclude that considerable
contact preceded the military coup.

Eduardo is a conscript at the NCO’s
training barracks near the provincial town
of Faro. On the morning of April 25 the 1500
conscripts and professionals were told at
breakfast that they could not leave the peri-
meter. ‘‘We all knew something had hap-
pened,”’ Eduardo said. ‘“We had been ex-
pecting something—there were so many ru-
mors. We got a radio—we were not sup-
posed to listen—and every few hours there
would be an announcement from the junta.
At 3 o’clock we heared that Caetano was re-
signing. When it happened I still wasn’t
sure whether it had been a coup from the

left or the right. We asked our sergeant to .

get an immediate statement from the offi-
cers. But he came back and said the offi-

cers would not tell him anything. We de-
cided to ask the priest to intervene for us.
But he is very reactionary and he told us it
was none of our business what was happen-
ing.”

DEMONSTRATION

Next day, April 26, with still no instruc-
tions, the soldiers staged a hunger strike.
“You've got to understand what it was
like,” Eduardo said. “We wanted to take up
arms against the fascists, but we didn’t
know which way to turn. The officers were
keeping us in the dark. The colonel in
charge came down to the canteen and said
to one soldier, a very new conscript, ‘Eat,’
but the soldier refused. The colonel took a
spoon and tried to force some food into his
mouth but the soldier refused to eat it. The
colonel walked away looking very fright-
ened.”’

The third day Eduardo called a meeting
of soldiers. It developed into a demonstra-
tion. One of the sergeants was delegated to
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telephone the junta in Lisbon to ask for in-
structions. ‘‘He explained what was going
on and the junta said, ‘The colonel will be
sacked’.” Next day the colonel left the
camp at 4 a.m. to be pensioned into the
army reserve. His deputy took over for a
few days, but he has now been replaced by
a major.

In the wild euphoria that greeted the
overthrow of the Caetano regime, much
has been made by the Stalinists and re-
formists about the role of the Armed
Forces Movement. On his return, Cunhal’s
first speech paid homage to the armed
forces. In the first issue of the Stalinist
weekly, Avante, he appeared on the front
page embracing a soldier and a sailor. The
Portuguese Communist Party’s Central
Committee statement of May 4 says that
“the unity of the masses and the armed
forces is a precondition for liquidating the
remnants of fascism.”” The ‘‘people’’ are
urged to fraternize with soldiers, sailors
and Spinola?
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Once granted legality and the right to
produce a newspaper, rights won by the
working class in struggle against the
fascist tyrants at home and in the colonies,
the Stalinists proceeded to tie the working
class to the junta. The leading article in
Avante on May 17 said:

““The unity of the working class and the
democratic forces and the alliance of the
masses and the armed forces, are in the
present situation the indispensible condi-
tion for consolidating and extending demo-
cratic gains, cutting short any counter-re-
volutionary conspiracies and finally carry-
ing out free elections for the Constituent
Assembly. This unity and this alliance are
life-and-death questions for the democra-
tic revolution. Every effort must be made
to consolidate them.”

It must be noted, however, that in the
overthrow these same forces gave a safe
passage to the fascist Caetano and his top
ministerial advisers, protected the hated
DGS from the retribution of the crowd, and
gave asylum to fascist administrators
fleeing for their lives.

The ‘‘progressive face” of the Armed
Forces Movement became clearer on May
16 during the morning briefing at the Min-
istry of the Interior given by Major San-
ches Osorio. He opened with a statement on
behalf of the junta warning about ‘‘blood-
shed and violence.”’ There was a stunned si-
lence among the 50-odd Pressmen in the
room. One English reporter could not re-
sist the opportunity of asking: ‘“You spoke
about bloodshed and violence. Where is it
going on? I don’t see it happening?”’

Osorio: “‘No, it isn't going on. But we
think it is right to warn the people that it is
a danger.” Later Osorio told the same re-
porter that the biggest problem faced by
the junta was “‘labor.”” He warned workers
that there was only 24 hours in every day
and said they should not get sidetracked
into “‘other activities,”” a direct reference
to strikes, occupations and workers’ com-
mittees which were sweeping industry by
this date.

There are three categories in the Portu-
guese army: the generals, the Armed
Forces Movement of young officers and the
conscripted soldiers and sailors. In their
resolutions, the Stalinists lump them to-
gether under the expression ‘‘the armed
forces’’ and call for unity with them. But
this means unity with Spinola and the other
fascists in the military. When challenged
on this point, the Stalinists usually say they
really mean the Armed Forces Movement.
So why not say so? But there is another
point—why should the working class put
any faith in the officers’ movement? In
spite of their execution of the coup, these
officers have shown not the slightest in-
clination towards socialism. On the con-
trary, there objection to fascism was, at
best, liberal and was only directed towards
improving the conditions of capitalist ex-
ploitation, not ending it. Hence, the young
officers have spent the past month rushing
from one factory to the next, always with a
Stalinist at their elbow, trying to get work-
ers to go back to work. And on Sunday, May
26, it was officers who led the cavalrymen
against the demonstrators protesting about
the continued detention of a Cuban captain
who is serving ten years’ jail for assisting
the Guinéa-Bissau liberation movement.

There is one final anecdote which should
dispel any illusions in this young officers’
movement. At a dinner party on May 16 a
junior officer was basking in the gratitude
of the guests when he was asked about the
dangers of a fascist coup. “We are already
looking at this,” he replied confidently.
‘““We are not satisfied with the purge of
fascist elements. We are considering some
executions to get rid of these people.”” The
guests seemed mightily assured by the cap-
tain’s sincerity until he was asked: ‘‘What
if the communists and socialists try to take
over?*‘ He sobered up somewhat. “We
could not let that happen either,” he re-
plied. “We would have to intervene. We
want a democratic government, not a com-
munist or socialist one.”

The incident reveals the class character
of these Young Turks. They imagine them-
selves to be political (and moral) arbiters
in the class struggle. But as the economic
crisis worsens and the working class surge
forward into even greater struggles with
the ruling class, the MFA will become even
more rabid standardbearers for reaction.

TO BE CONTINUED
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On March 16, 1974, an extraordinary
charade was enacted on the outskirts
of Lisbon. A column of officers and sol-
diers from the Caldas da Rainha bar-
racks hove into view. They were in ar-
moured vehicles, trucks and on foot. At
Vila Franca de Xira near the interna-
tional airport they were halted by a
garrison from Lisbon, turned around
and sent home. An attempted coup had
been stopped without a shot being
fired.

News of the army mutiny swept through
Portugal while emigres in Europe listened
to their radio sets for details of this biz-
arre and abortive challenge to the fascist
dictatorship. A government spokesman is-
sued an immediate statement to the Press
saying: ‘‘Calm reigns in the country.”” The
coverage in the strictly-controlled Press
was aimed at belittling its importance and
hinting that the authorities were fore-
warned. ‘“‘The government was already
aware that a movement was under way, the
character and aims of which were vague,”’
the spokesman said. ‘It was easy to see
that any attempt on the part of a few ele-
ments to persuade other army units to
rebel would not succeed.”’ He concluded by
emphasizing that ‘‘loyal forces’’ swiftly put
down the mutineers.

IMPRISONED

Sixteen officers were imprisoned. This
was on top of the 40 officers who had al-
ready been sent to Madeira and other out-
of-the-way localities following the publica-
tion of Spinola’s book, Portugal and the Fu-
ture, in January. But no one took seriously
the stiff-upper-lip reaction of the official
government spokesmen. Like wildfire, the
story went around that the Caldas da
Rainha soldiers were captured only be-
cause there had been'a mix-up in the timing
of the coup; they had moved too soon. What
it succeeded in doing was to create an at-
mosphere of anticipation which grew with

each passing day and each new rumor until’

April 25. Without a line appearing in the
Portuguese Press, everyone knew of the
existence of the Armed Forces Movement.
Soldiers I spoke to said that the move-
ment began to show its hand in November
and December last year. Officers began

- holding illegal meetings and publishing a
clandestine news sheet to protest against
poor wages and the sabotage of their pres-
tige as professional officers. The wages

"question was straightforward enough. In

spite of the hours, conditions and the war
dangers, both officers and men are paid ut-
terly worthless wages.

With inflation among the worst in west-
ern Europe, officers found themselves un-
able to support their families on the pit-
tance wages they were receiving. The Por-
tuguese ruling class-has always relied on
conscripts as cannon fodder and officers
were expected not to complain about wages
because they were ‘‘serving the nation.”
But the officer class was changing too.
From being the aristocrats and sons of the
wealthy landowners, the officers became
sons of the middle class who saw an army
career as a quick way to university and to
status. Their rebellion inside the army was
only worsened by the fact that their friends
in private industry  were soaking up much
bigger salaries. The final straw was the
Caetano government’s decree that stu-
dents who received temporary rank as of-
ficérs while doing military service could
keep that rank and seniority if they signed
up permanently. This decision was forced
on the government in response to the dras-
tic decline in the number of young men ap-
plying to the military academy and the re-
sulting shortage of officers. The ‘‘profes-
sionals’> who had dedicated their lives to
the services were incensed that ‘‘ama-
teurs”” were going to receive the same pay
and status after only conscription training.

PROFESSIONAL

Captain Ruy Guymares told the New
York Times: ‘It was this professional is-

" sue that brought us together. We were con-
vinced it was illegal and a threat to our ca-
reers.”” About 300 captains and majors met
on a ranch to establish a co-ordinating com-
mittee to present their demands to the gen-

erals. Details of these early negotiations -

with the top brass are obscure. The sol-
diers at one out of town barracks told me
that the officers won 100 percent wage in-
creases, but not without a showdown with
the Ministry of Defense in which the of-
ficers threw down the gauntlet and said:
“We want more money. Remember, we
have got the guns. We have got the support

A member of the political police being arrested by the Portuguese Army after the Movement of the Armed Forces overthrew the Caetano regime on April 25.

of the soldiers in the barracks. Don’t try
and challenge us.”

The successful co-ordination over wages
brought new affinities. ““Once we began to
talk freely,”” Captain Guymaraes said, ‘‘we
discovered that all of us believed in a free
Portugal and thought that the regime
should be overthrown.’’ It was at this point
that the ‘‘progressive’” movement of the of-
ficers reflecting demoralization of the con-
duct of the war, the ravages of inflation and

increasing qualms about the terror tactics

of the secret police, merged with the inter-
ests of a section of the bourgeoisie led by
General Spinola. The officers wanted re-
forms and an end to the unwinnable’colon-
ial war: Spinola wanted an end to the colon-
ial regimes and the establishment of new
political relations with the African nation-
alists to facilitate the exploitation of min-
erals, oil and foodstuffs, particularly in Mo-
zambique and Angola.

One of the officers explained to me how
he became part of the Armed Forces Move-

-ment. “In 1969 I went to Washington on a

training course. I went via London and saw
some friends who are living there. They
were very disappointed that I was going
into the army. They asked me what I

thought of the colonial wars and I said it -

was our duty to give independerié“e but we
first of all had to make sure the Africans
were ready. Then we talked about fascism
and communism. I was very confused by it
all. When I went to America we had sever-
al lessons on Communism. I will always re-
member the moment when our lecturer
was giving details of the poverty and op-
pression in the Soviet Union. He gave the
wages of the peasants and said: ‘That’s
Communism for you after 50 years.’ I said:
“That’s pretty bad, but it’s twice what the

peasants get in Portugal.” On my way back-

to Lisbon I stopped at London and talked
with my friends. I told them that we could
not go on oppressing people in Africa and in
our own country as well. It wasn’t right and

nor was it feasible. In Washington they did

one thing for me, they made me into a kind
of Communist.”

With the publication of Spinola’s book in

B8 anuary, the Armed Forces Movement had

a leader. But it is essential to grasp that
Spinola’s book was not only published to
win over the middle-ranking officers, it
was also addressed to the leaders of the
Communist Party and the Socialist Party,
who would provide the necessary second
pillar to the junta in the construction of a
Bonapartist regime. No details have
emerged about the secret contacts be-
tween Spinola and Alvaro Cunhal, the gen-
eral secretary of the Stalinist party, who
was living in exile in eastern Europe, and
Dr. Mario Soares, the socialist leader then
teaching in Paris. But contacts were made
and an acceptable program was agreed
prior to April 25. I spoke to Lisbon trade
union leaders, members of the CP, who ad-
mitted receiving copies of the Armed
Forces Movement literature as early as

March and being sounded out for their
views. Working on the traditional basis that
a Stalinist tells you one third accurately
and lies about the other two-thirds, it is
reasonable to conclude that considerable
contact preceded the military coup.

Eduardo is a conscript at the NCO’s
training barracks near the provincial town
of Faro. On the morning of April 25 the 1500
conscripts and professionals were told at
breakfast that they could not leave the peri-
meter. “We all knew something had hap-
pened,”’ Eduardo said. ‘“We had been ex-
pecting something—there were so many ru-
mors. We got a radio—we were not sup-
posed to listen—and every few hours there
would be an announcement from the junta.
At 3 o’clock we heared that Caetano was re-
signing. When it happened I still wasn’t
sure whether it had been a coup from the

left or the right. We asked our sergeant to .

get an immediate statement from the offi-
cers. But he came back and said the offi-

cers would not tell him anything. We de-
cided to ask the priest to intervene for us.
But he is very reactionary and he told us it
was none of our business what was happen-
]ng-’,

DEMONSTRATION

Next day, April 26, with still no instruc-
tions, the soldiers staged a hunger strike.
“You've got to understand what it was
like,” Eduardo said. ‘‘We wanted to take up
arms against the fascists, but we didn’t
know which way to turn. The officers were
keeping us in the dark. The colonel in
charge came down to the canteen and said
to one soldier, a very new conscript, ‘Eat,’
but the soldier refused. The colonel took a
spoon and tried to force some food into his
mouth but the soldier refused to eat it. The
colonel walked away looking very fright-
ened.” .

The third day Eduardo called a meeting
of soldiers. It developed into a demonstra-

tion. One of the sergeants was delegated to
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telephone the junta in Lisbon to ask for in-

structions. “He explained what was going
on and the junta said; ‘The colonel will be
sacked’.” Next day the colonel left the
camp at 4 a.m. to be pensioned into the
army reserve. His deputy took over for a
few days, but he has now been replaced by
a major.

In the wild euphoria that greeted the
overthrow of the Caetano regime, much
has been made by the Stalinists and re-
formists about the role of the Armed
Forces Movement. On his return, Cunhal’s
first speech paid homage to the armed
forces. In the first issue of the Stalinist
weekly, Avante, he appeared on the front
page embracing a soldier and a sailor. The
Portuguese Communist Party’s Central
Committee statement of May 4 says that

“‘the unity of the masses and the armed

forces is a precondition for liquidating the
remnants of fascism.” The “people’ are
urged to fraternize with soldiers, sailors
and Spinola?
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Once granted legality and the right to
produce a newspaper, rights won by the
working class in struggle against the
fascist tyrants at home and in the colonies,
the Stalinists proceeded to tie the working
class to the junta. The leading article in
Avante on May 17 said:

“The unity of the working class and the
democratic forces and the alliance of the
masses and the armed forces, are in the
present situation the indispensible condi-
tion for consolidating and extending demo-
cratic gains, cutting short any counter-re-
volutionary conspiracies and finally carry-
ing out free elections for the Constituent
Assembly. This unity and this alliance are
life-and-death questions for the democra-
tic revolution. Every effort must be made
to consolidate them.”

It must be noted, however, that in the
overthrow these same forces gave a safe
passage to the fascist Caetano and his top
ministerial advisers, protected the hated
DGS from the retribution of the crowd, and
gave asylum to fascist administrators
fleeing for their lives.

The ‘‘progressive face” -of the Armed
Forces Movement became clearer on May
16 during the morning briefing at the Min-
istry of the Interior given by Major San-
ches Osorio. He opened with a statement on
behalf of the junta warning about ‘‘blood-
shed and violence.’’ There was a stunned si-
lence among the 50-odd Pressmen in the
room. One English reporter could not re-
sist the opportunity of asking: ‘“You spoke
about bloodshed and violence. Where is it
going on? I don’t see it happening?”’

Osorio: ‘“‘No, it isn’t going on. But we
think it is right to warn the people that it is
a danger.”’ Later Osorio told the same re-
porter that the biggest problem faced by
the junta was ““‘labor.” He warned workers
that there was only 24 hours in every day
and said they should not get sidetracked
into “‘other activities,” a direct reference
to strikes, occupations and workers’ com-
mittees which were sweeping industry by
this date.

There are three categories in the Portu-
guese army: the generals, the Armed
Forces Movement of young officers and the
conscripted soldiers and sailors. In their
resolutions, the Stalinists lump them to-
gether under the expression ‘‘the armed
forces”’ and call for unity with them. But
this means unity with Spinola and the other
fascists in the military. When challenged
on this point, the Stalinists usually say they
really mean the Armed Forces Movement.
So why not say so? -But there is another
point—why should the working class put
any faith in the officers’ movement? In
spite of their execution of the coup, these
officers have shown not the slightest in-
clination towards socialism. On the con-
trary, there objection to fascism was, at
best, liberal and was only directed towards
improving the conditions of capitalist ex-
ploitation, not ending it. Hence, the young
officers have spent the past month rushing
from one factory to the next, always with a
Stalinist at their elbow, trying to get work-
ers to go back to work. And on Sunday, May
26, it was officers who led the cavalrymen
against the demonstrators protesting about
the continued detention of a Cuban captain
who is serving ten years’ jail for assisting
the Guinéa-Bissau liberation movement.

There is one final anecdote which should
dispel any illusions in this young officers’
movement. At a dinner party on May 16 a
junior officer was basking in the gratitude
of the guests when he was asked about the
dangers of a fascist coup. ‘“We are already
looking at this,” he replied confidently.
“We are not satisfied with the purge of
fascist elements. We are considering some
executions to get rid of these people.” The
guests seemed mightily assured by the cap-
tain’s sincerity until he was asked: ‘“What
if the communists and socialists try to take
over?* He sobered up somewhat. ‘“We
could not let that happen either,”” he re-
plied. “We would have to intervene. We
want a democratic government, not a com-
munist -or socialist one.”

The incident reveals the class character
of these Young Turks. They imagine them-
selves to be political (and moral) arbiters
in the class struggle. But as the economic
crisis worsens and the working class surge
forward into even greater struggles with
the ruling class, the MFA will become even
more rabid standardbearers for reaction.

TO BE CONTINUED
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NOW AVAILABLE
Al LABOIR
BOOK CENTER

HISTORY OF THE

BOLSHEVIK PARTY
oy G. E. ZINOVIEV

The only book in print showing the development of the|
revolutionary party in light of the historic changes in
Russia. A Popular Outline (From the Beginnings to 1917)]
by G.E. Zinoviev. Including the only available account of
Lenin’s theoretical battie for the life of the party against
liquidators during the period of isolation after 1905 which
prepared the party for the 1910 upsurge in the working
class. Beautifully illustrated with photographs of the
people and events. A5

MARXISM OR RANK
AND FILEISM

FALSIFIERS OF LENIN
oy PETER JEFFRIES

The fight against simple trade union militancy, represented by the
International Socialist group. Important reading for workers on the ne-
cessity to turn towards political and theoretical questions and the build-
ing of a revolutionary party.

THE LITTLEJOHN AFFAIR
oy ALEX MITCHELL

Exposes the use of police provocation in England to enable the gov-
ernment and military to terrorize the working class and move towards
dictatorship. Important for understanding recent events here involving

e SR Al 3 for §1

WHIRLPOOL STRIKE

VOTE ENDS LONG

A bitter, 122-day strike against three Whirlpool Corp. plants in Evansville, Indiana ended June 20

with the workers split on the new contract.

Members of Local 808, international Union of Electrical Workers (IUE) voted narrowly to accept,
2646 to 2399.

The contract provides wage hikes of just 70 cents over three years and an open-end escalator
clause beginning in December 1974.

During the strike, whole sections of the plant were dismantied and moved to a nonunion Whirl-
pool plant in Arkansas. The company has admitted that at least 2600 men will be cut from the work

force permanently.

oy M. BANDAY,

NEW EDITIONS OF TROTSKY'S
WOIRKS ON THE DEVELOPMENT
OF STALINISM

¥ N SCHOOL OF FALSIFICATION
‘ oy LEON TROTSKY
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&

CLASS NAITUKE
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LEFT OPPOSITION $250

Come in Mon-Fri. 530-8em

Sat Tlam-5pm

or order from  LABOR PUBLICATIONS
135 WEST 14th STREET 7th FLOOR
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Columbus Mayor

Covers Up For
Police Brutality

BY LOUIS MILLER

COLUMBUS, Ohio—The
latest incident in the escalat-
ing police repression here is
the shooting of 18-year-old
Robert” Williams by Colum-
bus cops.

Williams was hospitalized for
# bullet wound in the left
shouider, then transferred to
city px iSon. Rnber* Smith, 31, a

V1 B c ialled on oz
H "‘va condunt

Witimes Sroitn were
ehased by a Colambaus patrol car
and u putive helicopter for an al-
feged traffic violation. Patrel
maii Gerald Sayers stopped the
car and claimed he saw Wil-
liains open the glove compart-
ment, which contained a gun. -

The police firearms review

Cops Escort

Scabs Into

_Gouid Plant

BY JOHN DUNN .

ST. LOUIS, Mo. —L_ocal
1108, Intemational Union of
Electrical Workers, has been
on strike against the Century
Electric. Division of Gould,
Inc. since April 15. The
company, which makes small
motors, has moved virtually

all its production to four non-

union plants down South. Tn

- 1968, the plant had 3000

workers in St. Louis. Today,
only 96 are left.

Last week a Be Mac truck
was brought in, loaded up,
~ and escorted out across the
picket line under the watch-
ful eye of about 40 St. Louis
police officers.

Local IUE President Ed
Forhan said: ‘“There were five
people charged with resisting
arrest and peace disturbance.
The cops even brought the K-9
corps out here. They waited here
for an hour and one-half and then
escorted the truck down to the
docks. They bring in the police to
get the trash.”

“No doubt the companies are
trying to break the unions, not
just here, but all over,” said
Forhan.

“The company hasn’t offered
us anything more than what they
offered to begin with, which was
nothing. They are stalling.

“We are asking for a cost of
" living escalator and a generous

wage increase. This is nothing

. but a lockout.”

_required funds.

board which is investigating the
incident cleared Columbus
patrolman Raymond Belcher of

a 1971 shooting in which two men

were killed and another was left
paralyzed from the waist down.

Last week, Patrolman Bel-.

cher was ordered by a US court
jury to pay $831,000 in damages
to the families of the iwo dead
men, and o the third for “use of
exeessive foree.” Beicher how
ever, hias beep free sinee the
shwoting, and neither Beloher
the city. council are ex
el 1o pay (e awarded sum.
§ can be easily pre
vented by g bankruptey action by
Belcher or by nnnappmvﬂ of the
Columbus City Council for the
City attorney
James . Hughes who defended
Belcher said he will file a num-

ot

p[_x %]

i EI0

"ber of motions in court, asking

for'a new trial and a judgement
against the verdict.’
One worker talking to a

girlfriend on a public street was .

suddenly surrounded by police,
frisked, and had his face sav-
agely beaten beyond recogni-
tion.

Nodine Miller, Clty Hall om-

budsman, stated she had been:

afraid to enter police head-
quarters to investigate the com-
plaints. Mayor Meody called her
for a private meeting, and fired
her. Later Moody produced what
he called her signed resignation.

Recently, one policeman was

charged for the reported theft of
a radio from a stolen car, - fol-
lowing a high-speed chase.

. suspended _and.  another dis-.

Normally, such a theft carries

both a fine and a jail sentence.

Navy Funds FMC Strikebreaking

BY J. NELSON
MINNEAPOLIS, Mn.

—1700 members of Uni- -

ted Auto Workers Local
680 have entered the
third week of their
strike against the giant
FMC Naval ordnance
plant here.

Limited production is being
carried out by foremen,
supervisory, and office per-

sonnel, which has enabled
FMC to hold out this long.

This is paid for in full by the
US Navy with little or no cost to
FMC.

Finished ordnance is taken
from the plant by foremen who

_ deliver the goods to scab trucks

on the outside. The union has not
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St Louls UE workers on sirike since April 15 against Gouid, Inc.

DOROTHY, WRIGHT

DAYTON, Ohio—-
Workers at GH&R Foun-
dry, member of United
Electrical Workers Loc-
al 765, have shut the
plant in their first legal
strike since 1952,

- At the end of a 30 day exten-
sion on the contract, they
voted -overwhelmingly 400 {o
25 on June 30" to go out.

A worker told the Bulletin:
“The company, tried to scare us
off with a four day week they put
in during the extension. They

yet stopped the traffic because
the plant is “‘government
property.” o

One of the outstariding issues
in the strike is the pension. FMC
has made this a central issue, al-
though the Bulletin has learned
that the pensions are not paid by
FMC at all but, by the Navy.
When FMC receives a contract
from the Navy, the pensions and
other fringes are attached to the
costs as overhead.

FMC’s lucrative relationship
with the Navy has netted it
profits considerably higher than
most corporations. The rate of
profit in the two ordnance
plants, Minneapolis and San
Jose, is 11 percent higher than
that which GM has made
through its speedup. Of FMC’s
total profits, government ord-
nance contracts account for 87
percent.

Foundry Worke:
Vote GH&R Strike

even set the vacation schedule
ahead, thinking we would settle
quickly.” '

The UE leadership recom-
mended a ‘‘yes’’ vote, pointing to
the absolute refusal of the
company to grant any of the
union demands. The union is
asking for a $1 an hour increase,
an end to the cap on the cost of
living clause, elimination of the
no-strike clause, elimination of
health and safety hazards, 25 and
out with a $550 per month
pension and other benefits. ;

It has been reported by
workers that the company has
offered only a 16 cent an hour
increase for the first shift
workers and a total of 45 cents
over three years.

In the core department, when
work is slack, the company
takes off some of the core-
makers and assigns men to the
job of core unloader or some
other hourly rated job.

Core makers average $5 an
hour on piece rate, while most
standard jobs pay about $3.61.

A Bulletin subscriber who
works in the finishing depart-
ment said they have to pay you a
guaranteed rate based on
average piecework earnings if
they take you off piecework and
put you on a standard job, but
only if you have at least 5 years
seniority. ,

A worker in the iron-pouring
department told the Bulletin:
“Many of the men are working
with a final conduct report
hanging over their heads.

“They give you a conduct
report for not being able to keep
up with the killing work, for
bemg two minutes late, or any

little thing. You can get four
conduct reports and the fifth
one, you are out.

‘At the same time. the
company is slow on the griev-
ance procedure. After a certain
length of time. the grievances

are thrown out.

“I don’t know how many un-
resolved grievances there are,
but there are plenty. Some griev-
ances have been in arbitration
since 1971.

‘“We're all on piecework in the
iron-pouring department, but it's
impossible to count your money.
They have that telecontrol, a
computer upstairs.

*“The workers would be better.
satisfied with a higher standard
hourly rate instead of piece-
work.

‘“The iron-pourers only make
about $4.25 an hour and that's
one of the worst jobs. When thev
run scrap, you don’t get paid for
that. You can’t get the man to
show how much scrap there is.

“It’s about time we struck.
The company thinks they can run
over us. The company won't be
able to do without us. It won't be
long before the pieces start
rusting.

“For example. they have to
have two maintenance men at all
times on the Big Tube that the
iron stays in or else it will
freeze.”

Workers told the Bulletin:
“We have to strike because the
company isn’t offering any
wages and the cost of every-
thing keeps going up.”

One worker said: -““I went to
the store and a little can of beans
that used to cost 10 cents now
costs 41 cents.”

JULY 13

15259
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Special Report
on the situation in Auto
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Time On The Cross by Robert
William Rogel and Stanley L.
Engerman. Little, Brown and
Company, Boston, 1974.

No recent book on any aspect
of American history has been

given such extensive publicity as

this economic study of slavery.
Whole spreads in The New York
Times, Time magazine, The
New York Times Book Review
section, and elsewhere have
been devoted to it.

In one way, this treatment is
fully justified, for while we dif-
fer sharply with the outlook and
conclusions of the authors, there
is no doubt that this is the most
important work on the subject in
recent times. However, the at-
tention to the book has an im-
portant and ominous political
meaning.

Fogel and Engerman are
polemists against what they call

. the “myths” perpetrated by pre-
vious historians about slavery.
Both are proslave and pro-North-
ern writers. The main thrust of
their polemic is directed against
the critics of slavery.

The authors claim to be op-
ponents of racism and to hope
that their studies will help to
root out historical stereotypes of
Blacks. But the actual effect of
their book is to justify slavery at
a point in history when the free
labor system takes on more and
more the characteristics of the
slave system, and when the
-maintenance of capitalism re-
quires attempts at splitting the
working class on racial lines.

This book has this effect be-
cause of its empirical method,
which prevents any under-
standing of the reactionary char-
acter of slavery as an economic
system, which had to be de-
stroyed if mankind was to move
forward.

Thus, the authors do not even
venture a guess as to why the
Civil War itself took place. They
blind themselves to this truth in
order to blind others today to the
truth of the reactionary charac-
ter of present day capitalism,

which must now meet the fate of

the old slave system if mankind
is to move forward.

The book is based on the work
of what are called ‘‘cliometri-
cians.”’ This is a term for eco-
nomic historians who use
modern statistical methods and
computers to assess old data.
The old data are the records of
the plantations, of the slave
markets, tax records, census
material, a tremendous mass of
data which can only be handled
with computers.

The important results of this
quantitative work give the book
its great value. At the same
time, this work is being quite
unjustifiably used as a weapon to
confuse the issues which brought
about the ‘irrepressible con-
flict” of 1861.

The authors’ position is that
they have made a contribution
by removing the economic ques-
tion from the evaluation of
slavery, making all the clearer
the moral issues.

“‘Indeed, it is our belief,”’
wrote Fogel to a colleague, ‘‘that
by exposing various myths re-
garding economic and social be-
havior under slavery, Time on
the Cross shows that the over-
riding questions generated by
slavery were not economic and
social. but moral.”

It is not possible to separate

?
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the moral from economic ques-
tions. Morality dows not float in
the air independent of classes. It
is, as Trotsky explains so well in
Their Morals And Ours, subor-
dinate to the class struggle.
What is right and what is wrong
is viewed differently by differ-
ent classes.

The “right” of the ruling class
is the right which is imposed on
all classes through the religious
and educational system which
maintains the productive rela-
tions which allows the ruling
class to rule and profit. What is
right for an oppressed class is
what advances that class in its
struggle against oppression. The
rights and wrongs of chattel
slavery cannot for a moment be
separated from this struggle of
classes, nor from the underlying
question involved in the struggle
of classes: the development of
the productive forces of man.

That something more than the
moral issue is involved in the
slave question—or rather that
the moral issue is one rooted in
the relations between classes—
is revealed in material supplied
by Fogel and Engerman them-
selves. In one of their many pas-
sages aimed at making the
reader feel a bit more ‘“‘com-
fortable’” and ‘‘dispassionate”
about the slave past of America,
the authors note that slavery had
existed in the world for 3000
years. They also note that in the
space of a single century, it was
abolished from virtually the en-
tire earth (the last vestige was
abolished officially in the Arab
countries in the 1960s).

Are we to believe that a moral
fervor touched the nineteenth
century white man, unknown to
past generations? We are more
inclined to believe that slavery
became immoral to the capi-
talist rulers of the nineteenth
century world because at that
point in history, it was an im-
pediment to the development of
the capitalist system. As such, it
was a limit placed upon the pro-
fits and power of the capitalist

. rulers. Since capitalist develop-

ment was progressive in that
period, that is, mankind could
still advance its productive
forces through capitalist prop-
erty relations, the advancement
of capitalism and the abolition of
slavery was in the interests of all
workers. |

The further advancement of
capitalism would lay the ma-
terial base for socialism: for the
working class to emancipate it-
self from class repression and

exploitation. This is why Karl

Marx insisted that the .emanci-
pation of all workers required
first of all for white workers in
America to support the emanci-
pation of Black chattel slaves. In
turn, Blacks could not achieve
real freedom separate from the
overthrow of capitalism, which
can only be achieved in unity
with white workers.

Because the authors of this
book are hostile to historical
materialism, as outlined above,
their research work serves to
justify the old slave system.
This, in turn, can only serve
those who wish to defend the new
wage slave system which we
presently live under and which is
today taking on so many of the
features of the old chattel slave
system.

TO BE CONTINUED

SWAT Gears For
'Civil Disorder’

BY SHEILA BREHM
LOS ANGELES—The
brutal murder of six
SLA members in the
May 17 shootout in Los
Angeles was led by the
Los Angeles police
department’s Special
Weapons and Tactics
unit, a highly trained
special paramilitary
unit.

A nationwide network of
such units is currently being
trained and assigned to local
police agencies for the pur-
poses of conducting war
against the working class.

SWAT was formed in the early
1960s during the civil rights

people down in the middle of the
night.

CHEMICAL

SWAT members also receive
training in the use of smoke and
explosive grenades as well as the
techniques of chemical warfare.

Los Angeles and Orange
County sheriff’s deputies have
also utilized the SWAT training.
In 1972, forty more officers were
recruited to the paramilitary
unit, bringing the total to 100. At
the present time, SWAT training
is conducted on the movie lots of
Universal City, where movie
sets are used to set up virtually
any type of situation and where
such actions as house to house
combat are practiced in the
mock towns. ‘

The SWAT members are
usually divided into four-man

before their mission. According
to Donald Freed, researcher and
co-author of Executive Action,
SWAT members were told prior
to the SLA shootout, that the
SLA was responsible for the
murder of police officer Lee
Edwards who was Kkilled one
week before the raid.

Freed has refuted the SWAT
Squad’s denial of using incen-
diary devices during the seige.
“What was used was speedy heat
jumbo grenades. Technically
they are tear gas grenades that
start fires and no doubt caused
the intensity of the fire on 54t
St.” .

The funding for this military
unit comes from the govern-
ment’s Law Enforcement Assis-
tance Administration Agency,
which was set up during Nixon’s
administration as part of the
Safe Street Act and passage of

LA Special Weapons and Tactics unit sifting through rubble after the May 17 shootout with the SLA.

movement. In 1963, according to
a Justice Department memo:
“The Joint Chiefs of Staff in-
structed the United States strike
command to prepare plans for
the deployment of civil distur-
bance forces within the continen-
tal United States.”

Original plans called for the
use of 21,000 troops to squash
civil disturbances under the code
name ‘“‘Steep Hill.”” In 1968, the
United States Army opened a
training program in Fort Gor-
don, Georgia, called ‘‘Civil
Disturbance Orientation
Course’’ in which police officers
and civilians were trained. By
1971, nearly 1500 persons had
taken the course.

The LA SWAT team was ori-
ginally formed in 1968 with a
highly  trained cadre of 60 men,
recruited from the Marine Corps
where they had already received
heavy training in civil dis-
turbance.

SWAT members were im-
mediately sent to Camp Pendle-

- ton for more extensive training

and were given more than 1000
hours of instruction in such
subjects as “‘Quick Kill Tech-
niques with the M-16,”’ which is
the same weapon that was used
in Vietnam. Another course was
entitled, ‘‘Night Elimina-
tion”’—training in the use of a

- high-powered rifle, equipped
“with a starlight scope, to gun

and five-man teams with a
minimum of eight-man teams
assigned to the metro division.
Metro is an especially sinister
and elite force deployed in ‘‘high
crime areas, labor disputes, and
street disturbances.”

The basic SWAT team consists
of a marksman, observer, scout,
and rearguard. The scout is
armed with a high-powered auto-
matic rifle, usually an AR-15, a
manhole hook for entering

sewers and a pry-bar for

breaking and entering.

The scout’s job is to determine
entrance and exit routes and
supply close fire support for the
team.

The marksman provides
sniper support and is respon-
sible for laying down heavy fire.
The observer spots targets for
the marksman, carries bino-
culars and is in charge of
communication via walkie-
talkie. He is also equipped with a
high-powered automatic
weapon.

The rearguard carries scaling
and repelling equipment and is
armed with a sawed-off semi-
automatic shotgun. Other equip-
ment carried by the SWAT
units includes gasoline can-
nisters, gas masks, loud
speakers, spare ammunition,
and medical supplies.

One of the techniques used is
to provoke SWAT members

the No-Knock law.

The LA SWAT Squad is cur-
rently being used as a model for
police departments in other
cities. SWAT members are sent
throughout the country to offer
their military skills and aid in
establishing similar military
units.

Only weeks ago, a helicopter
crashed in the San Fernando
Valley near Los Angeles, re-
vealing a SWAT team in the
midst of practicing firing heavy
weapons from the air:

The strawberry workers who
are on strike in Oxnard and the
mine workers who are striking
against US Borax in Boron, Cali-
fornia, have been terrorized by
low-flying police helicopters
over their picket lines.

The use of paramilitary units
with the civilian police depart-
ment is a sinister warning to the
working class. With the police
terror launched against several
strikes now throughout the US, it
is clear that the most sophis-
ticated military weapons and
techniques that were used in
Vietnam are now being aimed at
the working class as it moves
into struggle in defense of decent
wages and jobs.

The American working class
must mobilize its own indepen-
dent labor party for socialist
policies to combat these plans
for a military dictatorship.
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Carpenters Join e
State Strike

BY A REPORTER Carpenters have been hurt by
LOS ANGELES—Over the slump in the building

. : industry. Despite seemingly high

22}0,:):m:f: tll:::: vf;{:ggrg:s wages, carpenters find it harder

i and harder to make enough
after rejecting the offer of money because of the difficulty
the Associated General Con-

: getting work. This is one of the
tractors and Homebuilders reasons the men are pushing so
Institute.

hard for big wage increases.

In addition, 30,000 laborers and
5000 cement masons in the south
are out.

These workers have now
joined the strike of carpenters,
masons, and laborers on strike in
the north for higher wages.

The union is rejecting the 65
cent an hour wage increase
offered by the contractors and is
seeking a 25 percent wage
increase for members. Los
Angeles carpenters now earn
wages over $1 an hour less than
other California carpenters.
Without a settlement of over $3

TEAMSTERS

The strike is going ahead
despite the fact that southern
California Teamsters agreed to
accept a three year contract
similar to the one carpenters are
rejecting.

In San Diego, Teamster truck
drivers ratified a contract with
the building industry two weeks
ago, while carpenters and other
construction workers remained
on strike. Northern California
Teamsters remain on strike.

The strike has halted over 1.5

UAW workers strike Alcoa in Vrnon, California against having to work as many as three difterent shifts a week.

Stanford Nurses Strike

This strike follows the
walkout by 4400 members of

better-paid and more highly
skilled nurses at Stanford.

an hour, they will remain behind.
The union is asking for $2 an hvur
in wage increases in a one year
contract.

billion dollars worth of com-
mercial and home building. By
tomorrow, all construction sites
should be shut down in the uea.

East Bay Drivers Out

BY TIM NELSON

OAKLAND—Tuesday
morning, 1656 members
of Amalgamated Tran-
sit Union Local 192
struck AC Transit,
bringing all 800 East
Bay buses to a stop. The
drivers are demanding a
43 cent wage increase to
$7.05 and a cost of living
clause and improve-
ments on health and re-
tirement plans.

June 14, the drivers won a
court case giving them cost
of living awards of $1.13 an
hour retroactive for the past
two years. The old contract
called for cost of living
increases compounded quar-
terly.

One picket told the Bulletin:
“AC wanted to say Nixon's 5.5
percent was all we could get.
Now they tell the papers they’ve
just given us a $1.13 raise. They
haven’t given us anything.

““They owed us that money. We
waited two years for it. And now
they keep the interest.

“It’s been rough. We eat a lot
of Hamburger Helper with tuna
fish.”

STRONG

The lump sum back pay checks
put AC drivers in a strong
position to fight. They are deter-
mined to win some protection
against the rapidly rising prices
which have already cut their
living standards.

“If they gave us $9 now,”’ one
picket said, “we’d still be dead
without the cost of living. Prices
could double in one year. Things
change so much, it’s got to be a

“one year contfract.”

A state mediator, Thomas
Nicolopolus, was called into
negotiations last Saturday. AC
Transit claims that making the
back payments has put it over $3
million in debt, and that there-
fore it cannot meet the cost of
living demand.

‘““They have $12 million in
reserve,” a driver said. ‘“They
want to invest $10 million in
securities and don’t want to pay
us.,’

The Workers League-

Educational Program:

Watergate-

" The Ugly Face
Of Capitalism

Speaker: Tim Wohlforth,

League
swimming
 barbeque
basketball

Bay Area

Cost: $5 (includes

Young Socialists Invites You To A:

National Secretary, Workers §

PICNIC

Sunday July 28

Morton’s Warm
Springs Redwoods

transportation)

A REPORTER

STANFORD, Calif.—-
Nurses at Stanford Uni-
versity Hospital voted
yesterday to reject the
administration’s final
offer of a 12 percent in-
crease over one year
and went on strike July 2
at 7:15 am.

Sanitmen-
No Pay Cut

BY SHANNON JONES

LOS ANGELES—Six hun-
dred sanitation workers in
Los Angeles county con-
tinued on strike today despite
a court restraining order and
a law suit filed against them
by the county.

The strike began on June 26
after members of County
Employees Local 660 voted 311 to
11 for the strike. The strike was
triggered by a proposed cutback
in the work week that would
have resulted in an average 15
percent cut in pay.

The county workers are also
demanding that their pay be
brought up to the standards of
Los Angeles city sanitation
workers. Presently county
‘workers earn 20 to 30 percent
less than do similar workers in
Los Angeles. -

The action filed by the County
Sanitation District against the
AFL-CIO sanitation workers
asks for $4 million dollars in
“‘exemplary and punitive dam-
ages’’ plus $27,000 for each day
the strike continues.

Despite the court action,
picketing continues today with
the strike spreading. Five o
seven county sanitary landfills
are shut down with four million
persons in 71 communities af-
fected.

Teamster garbage fruck
drivers are supporting the strike
of sanitation workers by refusing

to cross picket lines.

Also, strikers have succeeded
in shutting down the huge Carson
sewage plant which serves large
areas of Los Angeles county.
Continuation of the strike
without a settlement means that
large quantities of raw sewage
will begin flowing into the
Pacific Ocean off Los Angeles
beaches.

the California Nurses As-
sociation which hit 41 Bay
Area hospitals. The 714 Stan-
ford nurses, represented by
the Committee for the
Recognition of Nursing
Achievement (CRONA), are
asking for parity with the
highest rates paid nurses in
the area, with a 16 percent
increase and 1 percent on
fringe benefits.

The hospital administration
initially offered only 6.9 per-
cent, but was forced to raise its
offer to 12 percent by the CNA
strike which raised salaries for
nurses at most hospitals above
the rates of the traditionally

Stanford University Hospital
is highly specialized, taking in
patients whose care is too
complex or too difficult for the
average hospital. The 714 nurses
attend 600 beds, a far better ratio
than in any other hospital.
According to hospital spokes-
men, staffing levels and quality
of patient care, which were the
main issues in the Bay Area
strike, are not at issue here.

Nurses’ leaders have agreed to
continue staffing certain critical
care areas, including coronary
and premature deliveries.

The hospital discharged or .

transferred 300 out of 500
patients and will continue to be
open. Negotiations are
continuing.

UAW Shuts Alcoa Plant
Over Work Conditions

BY SHEILA BREHM
VERNON, Cal.—Produc-
tion at the Alcoa Aluminum
‘plant has been halted by a

strike of 1150 United Auto [

Workers members.

Local 808 members voted 93
percent in favor of strike action.

The major issue in the strike is
work conditions, especially the
rotating shifts. One striker said:
“Sometimes we have to work as
many as three different shifts a
week. It’s unhealthy.

‘I never know when I'm going
to see my family, because
sometimes we don’t know when
we’re going to work.”

Another striker declared: “It
would be like going back to
slavery to have to work a
rotating shift.”

Two of Alcoa’s 22 plants are
organized by the UAW, and the
rest by the United Steel
Workers. The Cleveland Alcoa
plant, organized by the UAW,
recently accepted the contract
that Vernon workers rejected.
The same pact giving only a 6.5
percent wage increase was
offered to the workers at the
Vernon plant.

Although most strikers say

that working conditions, not
wages, are the main issue, Steve
Ballesteros said: “If you're
married, you can’t make it on
these wages, not with milk and
bread going up the way they
are.’

The last major strike at this
plant was in 1947. A strike four

years ago was cut short when
Alcoa threatened to shut down
unless the strikers accepted the
company'’s offer.

NOwW
TWICE A
WEEK!
Loagus:

Tovce- Woekly Orpan of ihe Contral Camentios of the Workers

if the number 7 is after your
name on the address label:

ACT NOW AND YOU

WILL NOT MISS A

SINGLE ISSUE OF THE
TWICE WEEKLY

[J$3.00 for 6 months
[J$6.00 for 1 year

135 West 14 Street, 7th
Floor, New York, NY

10014
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La labor de esta columna es la con-
structon de un nuevo liderato en la

clase obrera. Es por ello que nesecita-
mos el apoyo de todos los obreros
hispanos en desarrollar esta columna.
Favor de dirijir su correspondencia a:
Lucia Rivera. c/o Labor Publications,
135 West 14th St., New York, N.Y. 16011

fHelen Halyard, candidata'er; el 14 D.C. en campaiia con la juventud de
Bedford Stuyvesant.
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Plataforma Electoral Del
Partido Obrero  partes

LA LIGA OBRERA (Workers League) ha iniciado su primera
campafa electoral en los distritos congresionales 12y 14, que
cubren la seccion de Bedford-Stuyvesant en Brooklyn, bajo la
cédula electoral del Partido Obrero. Los candidatos de la Liga
Obrera, estan corriendo con el objetivo de dirigir la lucha de la
clase obrera por construir su propio partido independiente.

LOS CANDIDATOS DE LOS TRABAJADORES

Los dos candidatos del Partido Obrero han estado diri-
giendo la lucha para construir la Liga Obrera y la Juventud
Socialista en Brooklyn.

Helen Halyard, candidata en el distrito 14, es la Secretaria
Nacional de la Juventud Socialista. Nacié en Brownsville y se
cri6 en Bedford-Stuyvesant. Es la organizadora de la célula de
East New York de la Liga Obrera.

Terry Delgado, candidata en el distrito 12, nacié en Puerto
Rico y vino a vivir a Bushwick después que su padre perdi6é su

trabajo en el norte del estado de Nueva York por participar en :

una huelga que fue rota por la policia.
Ella ha sido un miembro de la Juventud Socialista desde la

conferencia de fundacion en diciembre de 1971, y fue electa a- !

la Comision Nacional de la Juventud Socialista en la Segunda
Conferencia Anual en mayo de 1974. '

“Las condiciones en BedfordStuyvesant, Bushwick y Fort
Greene muestran claramente lo que la clase obrera enfrentaen ®

todo el pais”, dice Terry Delgado.

e

“La Liga Obrera luchar4 en esta campafia en aspectos .
nacionales e internacionales, basada en una compresiéon de la :
crisis econémica y las tareas politicas que son planteadas a los *

trabajadores.”

La Liga Obrera llama a todas las uniones, desempleados, -
amas de casa y jovenes que apoyen la campaia de Halyard y *
Delgado. Estamos corriendo para mobilizar las fuerzas de las
comunidades de la clase obrera que dirigira la lucha para

construir un partido de los trabajadores de masas con un
programa socialista. )

La Liga Obrera es la Gnica que ha tomado la iniciativa para
construir este movimiento de la clase obrera contra Nixon y por
un partido de los trabajadores.

Nadie le dard a la clase obrera un partido de los
trabajadores, menos que nadie la corrupta y complaciente

burocracia de la AFL-CIO. La tarea de construir un partido de -

los trabajadores es una tarea de la clase obrera.

Vote por los candidatos del Partido Obrero para llevar
adelante la lucha por construir el partido de los trabajadores
con un programa socialista para combatir la crisis.

UNASENOS AHORA

i4

|Vote por el Partido Obrerol

iDerrotemos a los dos partidos de las grandes corporaciones!
jDemostraciones obreras de masas para forzar a Nixon a

renunciarl!
jDemandemos nuevas elecciones!
{Defendamos las Uniones del ataque del Gobiernol

jLuchemos para que las Uniones llamen a un Congreso de los

Trabajadores! -

iConstruyamos un Partido de los Trabajadores con un
programa socialistal

jUnase a la Liga Obreral

i
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LOCAL 696 MEMBER
‘DAYTON, Ohio—It
has now been disclosed
that over $40,000 in
checks and $171 in cash
mysteriously disap-
peared from the safe of
the financial secretary
of the United Auto
Workers Local 696 re-
cently.

The local leaders claim
that someone must have
taken it when the safe was
left open and unguarded.

Many angry Local 696 mem-
bers refused to accept this
flimsy story and demanded to
know the real one.

One worker said: “It isn’t
enough that they don’t give any
representation, but now they are
stealing our money. What’s this
union coming to?”’

It was reported by union offi-
cials at the June 21 meeting of
Delco-Moraine workers that
when police were called to the
scene of the “‘robbery.” They re-
fused to investigate on the
grounds that ‘“‘no loss was in-
curred”’ because the checks
were insured.

Working conditions at Delco-
Moraine are steadily growing
worse. Time studies are being
done on all workers from pro-
duction to inspectors and even
janitors.

Metropolitan Insurance in co-

operation with GM are making it

virtually impossible for many
employees who are sick or hos-
pitalized to collect their legal
benefits. One employee, Winston
R. of plant 5, said: ‘I was laying
flat on my back in the hospital
half drugged when I received a
phone call from someone in the
insurance department telling me
that my benefits were now cut
off and that I would have to go on
welfare. I mean that hurts!”
Towards the end of the union
meeting, Duff, president of Lo-
cal 696, attempted to defend him-
self with a weak red-baiting at-
tack on the Bulletin, telling
workers: “I know none of you
agree with that paper anyway.”
No sooner had he finished, a
TUALP member took the floor
and pointed out: ‘It was the Bul-

letin and not you or former presi-
dent Elmo Parrish, who de-
fended the Norwood workers
who were on strike for six bitter
months and it exposed the Inter-
national UAW and Woodcock for
turning their back on them,

Where Did Local 696 Funds Go?

while some lost their homes,
cars, and other possessions.
“There are more people in
Delco-Moraine who read and
subscribe to the Bulletin than
are sitting in this union

meeting.”’

lic servitude.

6000 Teachers March

CHICAGO—6000 teachers from the National Education As-
sociation conference rallied in Grant Park yesterday in sup-
port of striking teachers in Hortonville, Wisconsin, and Tim-
berland, New Hampshire.

These teachers hiked to Chicago after being fired for
striking. Ellen Farrelly, president of the Timberland Teachers
Union, told the crowd: “Public service is not the same as pub-

“You’ve got to help us carry out our strike because if we’re
beaten, you'’re beaten. This rally is going to surprise a lot of
school baords who thought teachers were passive.”

OBAS DE TROTSKY

Tomo 1 Terrorismo Y

fl Comunismo (Anti-
il Kautsky)

1 54.00.

Tomo VI La Revolu-
cion Permanente

$3.00

Tomo Xl Literatura Y
Revolucion

$4.00

| cibn Destigurada
$3.00

Tomo VH Historia de
la Revolucion Rusa

$9.50.

Tomo Il Vida De
Lenin Juventud.

$3.00

Tomo VHI Su Moral y
La Nuestra

$2.50.

Tomo XI El Triumfo
Del Boichevismo (De
Octubre A Brest Lit-
ovsk)
$2.50.

Tomo IV En Defensa
Del Marxismo

$4.00.

Tomo IX Comun-
ismo: Guerra Y Paz

$2.50.

Tomo XIH Mi Vida
(ensayo autobiogra-

| fico)

$4.50.

Tomo XIV Stalin
$4.50

Tomo V La Revolu-
cion Traicionada

$4.00.

Tomo X Los Crimenes
De Stalin.

$4.00.

Tomo XV La Era de la
Revolucion Perman-
ente.

$3.50.

La Editorial Obrera tiene la coleccion méas completa de las obras
fundamentales de Leon Trotsky. Esta coleccion es publicada en México.
En nuestra libreria contamos con la mas extensa seleccion de libros

marxistas en espaiiol.

Venga o haga su pedido a Libreria Obrera
135 W de la calle 14, séptimo piso

(entre avenidas 6ta y 7ma)
Manhattan, Nueva York
Horas: Lunes a Viernes: 5:30 - 8:30 PM
Sabado: 11:00 - 5:30 PM

Escriba por su catalogo gratis.
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La labor de esta columna es la con-
strucion de un nuevo liderato en la
clase obrera. Es por ello que nesecita-
mos el apoyo de todos los obreros
hispanos en desarrollar esta columna.
Favor de dirijir su correspondencia a:
Lucia Rivera. c/o Labor Publications,
135 West 14th St., New York. N.Y. 16011

{Helen Halyard, candidﬁta er{ el 14 D.C. en campaiia con la juventud de
‘Bedford Stuyvesant.
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Plataforma Electoral Del
Partido Obrero  Parte 5

LA LIGA OBRERA (Workers League) ha iniciado su primera
campana elettoral en los distritos congresionales 12 y 14, que
cubren la seccién de Bedford-Stuyvesant en Brooklyn, bajo la
cédula electoral del Partido Obrero. Los candidatos de la Liga
Obrera, estan corriendo con el objetivo de dirigir la lucha de la
clase obrera por construir su propio partido independiente.

LOS CANDIDATOS DE LOS TRABAJADORES

Los dos candidatos del Partido Obrero han estado diri-'
giendo la lucha para construir la Liga Obrera y la Juventud |
Socialista en Brooklyn. {

Helen Halyard, candidata en el distrito 14, es la Secretaria |
Nacional de la Juventud Socialista. Naci6 en Brownsville y se |
cri6 en Bedford-Stuyvesant. Es |la organizadora de la célula de |
East New York de la Liga Obrera. ;

Terry Delgado, candidata en el distrito 12, naci6é en Puerto |
Rico y vino a vivir a Bushwick después que su padre perdi6é su
trabajo en el norte del estado de Nueva York por participar en
una huelga que fue rota por la policia.

Ella ha sido un miembro de la Juventud Socialista desde la |
conferencia de fundacion en diciembre de 1971, y fue electa a-
la Comisién Nacional de la Juventud Socialista en la Segunda |
Conferencia Anual en mayo de 1974. !

“Las condiciones en BedfordStuyvesant, Bushwick y Fort
Greene muestran claramente lo que la clase obrera enfrenta en
todo el pais”, dice Terry Delgado.

“La Liga Obrera luchard en esta campafa en aspectos
nacionales e internacionales, basada en una compresién de la
crisis econémica y las tareas politicas que son planteadas a los
trabajadores.”

La Liga Obrera llama a todas las uniones, desempleados,
amas de casa y jovenes que apoyen la campafa de Halyard y
Delgado. Estamos corriendo para mobilizar las fuerzas de las
comunidades de la clase obrera que dirigira la lucha para
construir un partido de los trabajadores de masas con un
programa socialista.

La Liga Obrera es la Unica que ha tomado la iniciativa para
construir este movimiento de la clase obrera contra Nixon y por
un partido de los trabajadores.

Nadie le dara a la clase obrera un partido de los
trabajadores, menos que nadie la corrupta y complaciente
burocracia de la AFL-CIO. La tarea de construir un partido de
los trabajadores es una tarea de la clase obrera.

Vote por los candidatos del Partido Obrero para llevar
adelante la lucha por construir el partido de los trabajadores
con un programa socialista para combatir la crisis.

UNASENOS AHORA
|Vote por el Partido Obrerol ‘
|Derrotemos a los dos partidos de las grandes corporaciones!
jDemostraciones obreras de masas para forzar a Nixon a
renunciarl
|Demandemos nuevas elecciones!
{Defendamos las Uniones del ataque del Gobierno!
jLuchemos para que las Uniones llamen a un Congreso de los
Trabajadores! 5 3
jConstruyamos un Partido de los Trabajadores con un
programa socialistal
|{Unase a la Liga Obreral

Where Did Local 696 Funds Go ?
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LOCAL 696 MEMBER

DAYTON, Ohio—It
has now been disclosed
that over $40,000 in
checks and $171 in cash
mysteriously disap-
peared from the safe of
the financial secretary
of the United Auto
Workers Local 696 re-
cently.

The local leaders claim
that someone must have
taken it when the safe was
left open and unguarded.

Many angry Local 696 mem-
bers refused to accept this
flimsy story and demanded to
know the real one.

One worker said: “It isn’t
enough that they don’t give any
representation, but now they are
stealing our money. What'’s this
union coming to?”’

It was reported by union offi-
cials at the June 21 meeting of
Delco-Moraine workers that
when police were called to the
scene of the “‘robbery.”” They re-
fused to investigate on the
grounds that ‘“no loss was in-
curred’”’ because the checks
were insured.

Working conditions at Delco-
Moraine are steadily growing
worse. Time studies are being
done on all workers from pro-
duction to inspectors and even
janitors.

Metropolitan Insurance in co-
operation with GM are making it
virtually impossible for many
employees who are sick or hos-
pitalized to collect their legal
benefits. One employee, Winston
R. of plant 5, said: “‘I was laying
flat on my back in the hospital
half drugged when I received a
phone call from someone in the
insurance department telling me
that my benefits were now cut
off and that I would have to go on
welfare. I mean that hurts!”

Towards the end of the union
meeting, Duff, president of Lo-
cal 696, attempted to defend him-
self with a weak red-baiting at-
tack on the Bulletin, telling
workers: “I know none of you
agree with that paper anyway.”’

No sooner had he finished, a
TUALP member took the floor
and pointed out: ‘It was the Bul-

letin and not you or former presi-
dent Elmo Parrish, who de-
fended the Norwood workers
who were on strike for six bitter
months and it exposed the Inter-
national UAW and Woodcock for
turning their back on them,

while some lost their homes,
cars, and other possessions.
“There are more people in
Delco-Moraine who read and
subscribe to the Bulletin than
are sitting in this union

meeting.”’

lic servitude.

6000 Teachers March

CHICAGO—6000 teachers from the National Education As-
sociation conference rallied in Grant Park yesterday in sup-
port of striking teachers in Hortonville, Wisconsin, and Tim-
berland, New Hampshire.

These teachers hiked to Chicago after being fired for
striking. Ellen Farrelly, president of the Timberland Teachers
Union, told the crowd: “Public service is not the same as pub-

“You've got to help us carry out our strike because if we're
beaten, you’re beaten. This rally is going to surprise a lot of
school baords who thought teachers were passive.”

OBAS DE TROTSKY

Tomo 1 Terrorismo Y
Comunismo (Anti-
Kautsky)

l 54.00.

Tomo VI La Revolu-
cion Permanente

$3.00

Tomo Xl Literatura Y
Revolucion

$4.00

Tomo Il La Revolu-
cion Desfigurada

$3.00

Tomo VII Historia de
la Revolucién Rusa

$9.50.

Tomo IlIl Vida De
Lenin Juventud.

$3.00

Tomo VIiI Su Moral y
La Nuestra

$2.50.

Tomo XII El Triumfo
Del Bolchevismo (De
Octubre A Brest Lit-
ovsk)
$2.50

Tomo IV En Defensa
Del Marxismo

$4.00.

Tomo IX Comun-
ismo: Guerra Y Paz

$2.50.

Tomo XIIl Mi Vida
(ensayo autobiogra-
fico)
$4.50.

Tomo XIV Stalin
$4.50

Tomo V La Revolu-
cion Traicionada

$4.00.

Tomo X Los Crimenes
De Stalin.

$4.00.

Tomo XV La Era de la
Revolucion Perman-
ente.

$3.50.

La Editorial Obrera tiene la coleccion mas completa de las obras
fundamentales de Ledn Trotsky. Esta coleccion es publicada en México.
En nuestra libreria contamos con la mas extensa seleccion de libros

marxistas en espaiiol.

Venga o haga su pedido a Libreria Obrera
135 W de la calle 14, séptimo piso

(entre avenidas 6ta y 7ma)
Manhattan, Nueva York
Horas: Lunes a Viernes: 5:30 - 8:30 PM
Sabado: 11:00 - 5:30 PM

Escriba por su céatalogo gratis.




