o BY DAVID NORTH

Civil war cond‘itmns are

rapidly emerging in England,

where the Tory government is

moving deliberately toward a
confrontation with the miners

in an -attempt to break the
strength of the trade union
movement.

The Tories have assured unpre-P -

cedented emergency powers against
the miners, railroad workers, and
electrical power workers who are

deepening their “work to rule”'

actions. -

Themmers are leading the offensive |

against the Tory government by refusing

laws. The railroad men and the power
workers are also demanding wage in-
creases above the limits estabhshed by
the Tories.

These emergency powers specifically [

authorize the use of troops against
striking workers,

‘The Tories are attempting to prepare
the grounds for such action by blaming
the miners for the economic crisis now
wracking England. Prime Minister

" Edward Heath has been seeking to split

the ‘working class and stampede the
middle class ‘against the miners with
panic measures such as cutting the work
week to three days and announcing the
likelihood of drastic food shortages.

At the same time, Heath’s political
preparations for a full-scale attack on the
miners and the establishment of dic-
tatorial rule are revealed most clearly in
the appointment of William Whitelaw as
Employment Secretary.

While in charge of British operatxons in
Ireland, Whitelaw masterminded the
estabhshment of a coalition government
in Ulster following lengthy negotiations
with the reformist Social Democratic and
Labor Party (SDLP).

But as he courted the support of the
Irish labor bureaucracy, Whitelaw em-
ployed against the Catholic workers and
IRA the most sophisticated methods of
police terror, official torture, political
assassinations, internment without trial,
and agents provocateurs.

Now that he is in England, Whitelaw is
engaged in a continuous round of nego-

- to accept a pay hike within the frame- {
work of the government’s wage control.

Lobby of British engineers two weeks ago outside the Engineering Employers’ Fedetion ofﬁces in London,
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A Warning Of Police Provocation

tiations with the reformists in the trade

unjon -bureaucracy and Labour Party
leadership. While preparing political
terror against the miners and railroad

k workers, he is sounding out the right

wingers in the Labour Party about the
creation of a “national unity” coalition
government with the Tories, in order to
disarm the entire’ working class poli-
tically.

Already, , a large seetion of Labour

Party leaders are openly opposed to the
industrial l?smms taken by the working
class against the Tories. Labour Party
spokesman Prentice said, referring to the
railroad workers slowdown: ‘I feel there

' is no justification at all for the action they

are taking.” = -
~The treachery of the trade union
bureaucracy has been exposed by the re-
fusal Wednesday of the General Council
- (Continued On Page 12)

The two documents that the FBI
was forced to release to an NBC

newsman, Carl Stern, on December 6

and reprinted in The Militant, weekly
organ of the Socialist Workers Party,

have exposed the government S.
strategy to attack left-wing and

workers’ organizations.

These documents, drawn up by former
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover, show
that the government is not just spying on
such organizations, but seeks to infiltrate
them with provocateurs in an attempt to
break them up from within.

The document directs FBI agents to
‘“‘expose, disrupt and neutralize the New
Left”” and *‘capitalize on organizational
and personal conflicts of leadership.”

The Socialist Workers Party in.parti-
cular is singled out for the disruption
program. )

How these plans are used can be séen in

the trial of Salm Kolis, SWP candidate for
City Council in San Diego. Kolis is being
framed on a charge of falsifying her
address and faces up to 14 years in jail.
“The trial has revealed that an FBI
informer has been an active member of
the SWP for the past 12 years and was
able to pass along important information
on the SWP’s defense strategy for the
trial.

The fascist bombing December 3 of the
New York offices of the Political Rights
Defense Fund and the Committee for Jus-
tice to Latin American Prisoners also
reveals the hand of the FBI.

In light of the fact that the FBI docu-
ments reveal police infiltration of right-
wing organizations as well, not only did
the police undoubtedly know in advance

- “‘evidence.”

about this bombmg but most likely
encouraged it. - _
These actions are not without prece-
dent internationally. Gerry Lawless, a
member of the International Marxist
Group in England, was the first to claim
that the Irish Republican Army was
responsible for a wave of bombings in

Pdlitical

Committee
Statement

London last summer.

Lawless cooperated with the police

investigation and even supplied them with
' He refused to reverse his
story even after the IRA officially denied

- responsibility and accused the police

agents of doing the bombing themselves.

Even when it became clear that the
bombs scares were government provoca-
tions to provide a pretext for a crack-
down on the rights of the working class,
the IMG leadership continued to defend
Lawless and his actions.

There is increasing evidence that police
from different countries are coordinating
their infiltration and sabotage interna-

“tionally.

This is the real meaning of Watergate.
The secret spy plans are not merely
“dirty tricks”’ but are being used against

: the democratic rights of the working

class and especially against all those who
fight to build an independent leadership
among the working class against the
government.

We unconditionally defend the SWP

~ against these attacks but we do not agree

that this constitutes no cause for alarm.

Allen Myers writes in the December 17
issue of Intercontinental Press that, “It
would be a mistake to regard these White
House undercover units of having posed
an immediate threat to ‘American Demo-
cracy.” ”’ He concludes that Watergate
poses socialists with the task of ‘“‘educa-
tion.”

The SWP sees no danger in General
Haig’s position in the White House and
ridicules our warning of dictatorial
moves within the government at a time
when military advisors have been brought
into the Energy Commission and are
seeking close ties to big business leaders
all over the country.

Instead, the SWP leadership reacts by
turning to the liberal academicians and
politicans to petition and pressure the
New York Police Department to ““investi-

- gate” the bombing and by a legal suit

(Continued On Page 12)

" *Part lll of “Radicalism and

-the Birth of the American

Working Class: From the First
International to ihe 1877 Rail-
way Stnke,” by Nancy Flelds.‘
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The Young Socialists Regional Conference on
December 15 to launch a campaign against unem-
ployment will provide a lead to workers in auto, steel,
airlines and in every.industry where thousands of jobs
are being wiped out. :

At this conference young students, workers and
unemployed youth expressed their determination not
just to fight Nixon, but to confront all the problems in
building a revolutionary movement against the capi-
talist system.

What
We

This showed the enor-
mous changes in thinking
among youth since the
Founding Conference of
the Young Socialists in
December 1971, and
since the First National

: YS Conference of May 26-
|“ 27, 1973.
The '~ December

- Founding Conference
was held only four months after Nixon’s August 15 deci-
sions to sever the dollar from its gold backing, opening
up a new stage of the capitalist crisis.

Much of the discussion at this conference centered on
the question of socialism and whether or not this was
the solution. This reflected the contradictory way the
youth’s thinking was changing. While many youth were
moving towards the revolutionary movement because
of the conditions they faced, they did not yet feel the
full impact of the crisis.

(. The Young Soclalists Take A Giant Step Forward

increase in unemployment, inflation and the impact of
the Watergate events. The Nixon government had
launched an attack on all the basic rights of workers
and youth.

This crisis dominated the conference. There was
overwhelming agreement that Nixon had to be thrown
out, that the conditions were intolerable, and of the
need to fight back.

This spontaneous militancy was expressed in calls
for immediate action and protests. Those who came
towards the Young Socialists tended to react to the
crisis by returning to the old forms of protest of the
middle class radieal movement. :

The leadership in the conference took up a fight for
the need for an understanding of Marxism, of the
economic crisis, and what kind of movement was
needed to fight the government.

The December 15 conference was held under condi-
tions of an upsurge of the working class in the United
States and in every country of the world.

Nixon's energy measures have slashed wages, sent
prices soaring, shut schools and thrown thousands out
of work. The truck drivers’ rebellion against these
attacks brought them into battles against the govern-
ment, its police and the National Guard.

This movement of the working class was expressed in )

the conference in the contradictory struggle among the
youth over questions of program and the construction
of the revolutionary movement.

The changes in thinking were shown by the emphasis
in the discussion on questions of how Nixon would be
fought, of how to unite the working class and around

N

what program, and not just demanding immediate
action as at the May, 1973 conference. -

For the first time the Young Socialists members
themselves took a lead in struggling against the
thinking of the new youth attending the conference for
the first time to show how the movement would be
built.

Out of this struggle the working class is developing
its own leadership that will take responsibility for
building a movement that can defeat capitalism.

Our marches against unemployment will not be like
the protest marches of the past organized by the re-
visionists and Stalinists.

These movements organized marches to Washington
in order to put pressure on the government to grant
concessions such as the job or civil rights programs.

The period of getting concessions from the gov-
ernment is over. The crisis forces Nixon to destroy
every single reform won in the past. .

We will march to demand that the working class take
up an independent fight for jobs, that it organize on the
basis of its own interests and fight for the labor move-
ment to build its own party against Nixon and the capi-
talist parties..

We will urge workers to take forward this fight in the
unions to demand that the leadership take action to
defend the unemployed.

Through this struggle we must build our own alter-
native, a revolutionary movement that will build new
leadership in the unions and among the youth to take
this fight all the way and prepare the working class to

. The May 1973 conference, was marked by a huge

take power. - )

Pentagon Plan To
Renew Viet War

BY DAVID NORTH

Secretary of State
Henry Kissinger and
North Vietnamese
Minister Le Duc Tho are
meeting this week in
Paris, their first parley

since June 13.

Overshadowing these talks
are the disintegration of the
one-year-old cease-fire ac-
cords and. the well-advanced
preparations for a renewed
American military interven-
tion against the workers and
peasants of Indochina.

The ominous protest made by
the Nixon government over the
death of Capt. Richard M. Rees
last week in Vietnam indicates
that the American militarists
are searching for a pretext to re-
sume heavy air activity against
North Vietnam.

Furthermore, the death of

Rees shows clearly that the Am- -

erican military is already deeply
engaged in military actions
alongside the puppet army of
President Nguyen Thieu.

American military spokes-
men charge that Rees was shot
while engaged in an unarmed
search mission for the remains
of a helicopter crewman shot
down in 1966.

However, this flimsy cover for
what was obviously a military
mission was unmasked -earlier
by Le Duc Tho, who charged that
“there are 24,000 American mili-
tary advisers disguised as civil-
ians”’ now operating in South
Vietnam.

The actual state of American
preparations for a new imperi-
alist intervention was revealed
at a closed Congressional

- hearing in late November on the
Pentagon budget from 1974
through 1976.

The following dialogue oc-
curred at one point between Con-
gressman Giaimo and General
De Luca:

GIAIMO: Is there in the 1974
budget funds for the financing
for some sort of sorties?

DE LUCA: For the bombing of
Southeas’ Asia? ‘

GIAMO: Yes, for the bombing
of Southeast Asia.

DE LUCA: Yes.

In order to underscore the like-
lihood of American interven-
tion, the Pentagon said that the
$275 million being allocated for
these military plans are well
above what would be normally
spent in peacetime.

The Pentagon plans to replace
the older F-5A fighters now used
by Saigon with the more modern
F-5E. Twenty-two of these
machines are to be delivered in
1975 and 49 are to be shipped
over in 1976.

Drawing on funds already
voted by the Congress but not yet
used, Washington will be able to
furnish South Vietnam and Laos
gvith more than $1,800,000 this

year. Most of this money will go
directly to Saigon.

Other funds, distributed
through the CIA-dominated
Agency for International
Development (AID) will be used
to strengthen the brutal Saigon
police force. |

There are also special funds
allocated for the maintenance of
American military advisers. __

The 1973-74 budget has taken
into account the expansion of the
US arsenal of 2000-pound MK-84
bombs. There are plans to manu-
facture 215,700 of the smaller
750-pound M-117 bombs. This fig-
ure represents an increase of
86,797 over the earlier number of
bombs ordered by the Pentagon.

These figures, drawn from the
censored transcript, form a
clear picture of Nixon’s imper-
ialist war plans that afe in
glaring contrast to the attempts
of the Stalinists to negotiate yet
another deal in Indochina.

Le Duc Tho arrived in Paris
via Peking and Moscow, where
he came under heavy pressure {o
abandon the liberation forces
fighting in the South.

Greek Fascists Fear
New Demonstrations

BY A CORRESPONDENT
The new military regime in

Greece that overthrew Colonel

George Papadapoulos on Nov-
ember 25 is growing increas-
ingly unstable and divided.

On December 16 all the uni-
versities were closed down a
week early for fear of new de-
monstrations. Hundreds of stu-
dents and workers are still in jail
despite General Pheadon Giz-
ikis’s pledge to free them all im-
mediately.

Former right-wing -leader

Panayotis Canellopoulos and
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centrist leader George Mavros
-have been accused of being insti-
gators of the occupation at the

- Polytechnical School in Athens

last month.

Only one week after Gizikis
and General Ioannis Zigdis took
power, a group of youth on a bus
started chanting, ‘‘We are
hungry.” The entire bus was
stopped by 17 police cars in the
middle of Athens and all 30 pas-
sengers were arrested when they
refused to single out the youth.

The arrest of the right-wing
leaders exposes the generals in-
ability to establish any form of
political facade for fear it will
provide an avenue for renewed
protests.

In defeating an attempt by the
““moderate’’ generals to make a
deal with the rightist political
parties, the hardline Ioannis fac-
tion has emerged as the dom-
inant group in the government.

President Gizikis, right, wt Androulsopouibs, now Premier.

Ten Workers Ge
To Trial In Spain

BY MELODY FARROW
Ten leaders of the
underground workers
commissions in Spain
will go on trial Decem-
ber 20 amid a growing
wave of strikes, occupa-
tions, and demon-
strations against the
Franco dictatorship.

The militants face jail sen-
tences of 12 to 20 years im-
prisonment on charges of ‘‘il-
licit association” and ‘‘il-
legal meetings.”

They were arrested on June 24,

1972, but the trial has been con-

stantly put off because the gov-

ernment fears a general up-
rising of workers throughout
Spain in their defense.

It was the strike action of
workers in the Basque region
that forced the regime to par-
don the militants of the Basque
separatist movement, ETA, in
December 1970.

DEATH SENTENCE

Three young members of the
Iberian Liberation - Movement
were also scheduled for trial last
week. The government is de-
manding the death séntence for
one, a 26-year-old student, Sal-
vator Puig Antich, which would
automatically be carried out
within 48 hours.

The workers commissions are
banned by the fascist Franco re-
gime which established corpor-

ate unions—controlled by the
state. These are completely ig-
nored by the Spanish workers,

At the end of November, 700
textile workers occupied their
factory in Barcelona. Fifteen
workers were thrown back in jail
for not paying a fine after they
had been freed. Miners in the As-
turias coal fields have been on
strike for three weeks.

UNIVERSITY

At the same time, students at
the University in Madrid de-
clared ‘‘a day of struggle’”’
against the university and
clashed with military police who
took over the school.

The ETA has launched a new
wave of attacks in the Basque re-
gion, Last month, they entered a
Yacht Club in Bilboa, the gath-
ering place of businessmen,
doused it with gasoline, and set -
in on fire. Two ETA members
have been arrested in relation to
a bomb explosion.

ZAMORA

One of the leaders of the work-
ers commissions, a Jesiit priest,
has been on a hunger strike in
the Zamora jail since November
25 and is reported to be ser-
fously ill. ' :
__ The Franco regime is growing
desperate. It can no longer. iso-
late and destroy the leaders of
the workers movement. The
groundswell of rebellion of
workers and youth against Fran-
co is rapidly outstripping the
government’s ability to sup-
press it.




- BY A REPORTER

NEW YORK—Using
the threat of mass lay-
offs and the effects of
the oil crisis on the air-
line industry, the lead-
ership of the Transport
Workers Union rammed
through .a new three
year contract for
stewards and steward-
esses of TWA.

A meeting held here at the
Hotel Americana brought out
nearly 3000 workers who ex-
pressed massive opposition
to the terms of the agree-
ment.

The contract which will run
until July 31, 1975 includes none
of the original demands that
brought the flight attendants out
on strike for over six weeks.

The- union was demanding an
8.5 percent raise the first year, a
cost of living escalator and the
hiring of additional workers to
man crowded flights.

Instead the leadership settled
for 13.5 percent over three years
with a 5.5 percent retroactive to
August 1, 1972. This includes no
cost of living and no new gains on
fringes.

In addition, the 503 workers
laid off on November 3 will not
even receive retroactive pay and
there ‘is no protection for the

hundreds who will be furloughed .

the day work is resumed.
A stewardess beginning work
on domestic flights will start at

$531 a month and $581 for inter- ~

national flights. ‘

A steward told the Bulletin: ““I
did not stand in the rain for six
weeks for this piece of paper, I
want a contract.

“All flight attendants hired
last summer have been fur-
loughed and 360 pilots are out.
All people with three to four
years seniority will be out when
we go back.

“We can only hurt them if we
stay out through the holiday
season. If they push us out, it is
the whole industry next. TWA is
the test case. This union leader-
ship is on the other side.

“I think the unions have to be
more like the 1930s or even the
1870s. We are up against the
government.

“I think the union should
represent us in bargaining and
politically as well, by running
local members for Congress.”

A stewardess told the Bulle-
tin: ‘“They are selling us down
the river. We areunder the Rail-
way Labor Act. They can legally
tie us up in negotiations for six-
teen months after the contract

Angry Stewards
Voice Opposition

expires like they did this time.
“We cannot strike now until,
1977. They use the 16 months to
do everything they can to break
us. This time, the vice-president:
¢ of labor relations was sending

out letters telling us to quit the =

union.”’
An international flight atten-

dant claimed that the contract -

made no. provisions for the new
conditions in Europe.
“The dollar is no good over

there any more. We lose out on

exchange and the prices there
are higher than here.”

A pilot who had just been fur-
loughed from TWA and was
waiting outside the meeting
hoping for a rejection said:

“I was reading The Wall Street
Journal the other day about the
strikes in Europe where they
work by the rule book and slow
everything down. We are going
to have to do something like that

_here.

“Right now we just read off
our-check list. If we really went
by the book, the airports would
be clogged up. I think that now
is the time for some real union
action like this because I feel the
government has never been so
vulnerable.”’

It has been reported that the
contract has been ratified, but
the vote was not disclosed.

TWA stewardesses regiatei' for union meeting.
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Arabs Oppose Mideast Deal

BY MELODY FARROW

Massive opposition is
growing throughout the
Middle East against the
conspiracy of the United
States and the Stalinist
bureaucracy of the Soviet
Union to rob the Arab people
of their victory against
Israel.

Early this week, close to 50,000
Arab workers rallied at the
headquarters of the Palestinian
Liberation Organization in
Beirut, Lebanon on the day
Kissinger arrived to discuss the

Geneva conference scheduled to
begin December 21.

Demonstrators carried signs
saying ‘‘Kissinger is the Apostle
of Defeat, Not Of Peace’’ and “‘A
Popular War Is The Road To Vic-
tory.”

Syria has now declared that it
will not participate in the confer-
ence. A Syrian official
denounced Israel’s ‘‘maneuv-
ers’’ and stated that since
Egypt’s release of Israeli pris-
oners, ‘“There has been nothing
but stalling on the agreement to
pull back Israeli forces to the po-
sitions of October 22.”

“During the Young Socialists
Conference, the Bulletin
interviewed several youth
from other cities who were
attending a YS Conference for
the first time.

Luther Benjamin from
Boston said:

“I think the conference is
super. In Boston, they are
cutting back on work days. A
lot of people were laid off in
the shipyards. They have
closed a lot of gas stations. In
order to get any job, you need
a high school diploma.”

Luther said that police
harassment has intensified
since the press and police
created a panic after a white
girl and an older man were
kilied in the city.

‘““‘Now when you walk
through Roxbury and you look
suspicious, they can just take
you in on suspicion.

“In Dorchester, we were
just standing in front of a club
and the cops were cruising
four in a car. All of a sudden
they jump out, flash their
lights on us, pull out their
sticks, put us against the wall
and shake us down.”

Youth Speak On YS Conference :

“Now | Am Going To Join”™

His friend added:

““The cops have killed
people by accident with .38’s.
Imagine if they have these
shotguns, what would happen.
They could fire on a whole
crowd of people.”

Bill Svehla is a Metis, that
is, part ‘Indian, from
Montreal, Canada. Before at-
tending the conference, he
was involved in a militant
Indian organization called the
Warrior Society.

‘“The Warrior Society de- |

clared to all non-Indian
families to get off the reser-
vation. They gavé them
notice.

“A lot of members of AIM
(American Indian Move-.
ment) came down. They
started to evict these families
and there were some violent
incidents.

“Fjve hundred provincial
police came and the police
were on the reservation for
four or five days. The Indians
went to the long house and
started to dig trenches.”

Bill explained that the
number of white families had
grown to 700, meaning that

the Indian families have no
place to live. ;

A student from Trinidad
has been in Canada about a
year.

““There is no government in
Trinidad. There is the same
capitalist crisis over there
and the same divisions be-
tween Black and white.

‘“There was a revolution in
1970 and now the high school
kids realize that this racism
is what the capitalists want
and all the youth got toge-
ther. After 1970, many under-
ground movements against
the government began.

“They started to ration gas
in Trinidad too, even though
there is-gas there. We have
Texaco, British Petroleum,
and Esso.”’

He said the job situation in
Trinidad was very bad. “You
come out of school and there
are no jobs.

.~ “I heard about the Young
Socialists just yesterday and
now I am going to join, and
when I go back I am going to
get a lot of others to join
also.”

The Geneva conference is
aimed at depriving the Pales-
tinian people of their legitimate
national rights and preserving
the existence of Zionism as an
imperialist post in the Middle
East.

Nixon and Kissinger’s strategy
is to use these talks to gain time,
disarm the Arab leaders, and
prepare a new intervention just
as they did in Vietnam. Their
most vital ally in this is the
Stalinist bureaucracy.

The Stalinists intend to chair
this conference jointly with the
US. They want a solution to the
Palestinian question along the
lines of Jordan’s King Hussein’s
proposal for a federated state on
the west bank of the Jordan
River. This settiement is
opposed by the Palestinian
people. The leadership of the
PLO under Yassir Arafat is also
going along with this.

This terrorist attack is the
product of the frustration of the
Palestinian people who see years
of struggle for the land occupied
by Israel about to be sold out by
the present conference.

It is the Stalinists and the
bourgeois leadership of the PLO
who have refused to lead a
revolutionary struggle against
Zionism and to fight for the unity
of Jewish and Arab workers who
create conditions for individual
acts of terrorism as in Rome.

Now masses of Arab workers
are turning against their own
bourgeoisie and the nationalist
leadership of the Palestinian
movement. This has created new
conditions to construct a revolu-
tionary party in the Midd'e East,
as part of the International Com-
mittee of the Fourth Inter-
national. This is the way for-
ward for the Arab people.

Now the Stalinists line up with
imperialism in condemning the
Palestinian guerrillas who
bombed the Pan Am jet in
Rome.
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Lockheed

LOS ANGELES—-
Chairman of the Board
Daniel Houghton has
disclosed that the loan
ceiling of $650 million
will not provide ade-
quate cash for Lock-
heed’s operation in the
coming year.

Lockheed was to have
made payments on the $650
million loan by the end of this
year to bring it down to $595
million. Instead, they first
requested an extension when
Eastern and PSA delayed
deliveries for the L1011 until
1975 and 1976 because of the
slump in air traffic and the
fuel crisis.

Now Lockheed says they need
more money in order to operate
and to compete with other aero-
Space companies. As all airlines
seek maximum efficiency, Lock-
heed can only provide the L1011
which is a medium range
aircraft, putting them far behind
Boeing and McDonnel Douglas
which have three ranges of air-
craft with interchangeable
parts.

DEFENSE

Lockheed, the number one
defense contractor in the nation,
has staked everything on the Tri-
Star L1011, a commercial plane,
The L1011 calls for the use of
engines made by Rolls Royce,
which went bankrupt in 1971 and
precipitated Lockheed’s crisis in
the same year.

Lockheed was saved by a last
minute infusion of credit from
several large banks after

Allegheny

BY HAL STANTON

PITTSBURGH, Pa.—Al-
legheny Airlines -has an-
nounced plans to lay off at
least 1288 of its 8000 em-
ployees by January 7, 1974.

The cutback will hit virtually
every department and every
city’s service of the airline’s 20
state system. .

The airline has already cut the
number of its daily flights out of
Greater Pittsburgh Inter-
national Airport from 165 to 113

Heads Toward
Bankruptcy

Congressional legislation

guaranteed a $250 million loan

from the US government.

Lockheed’s financial crisis can
only be solved by complete bank-
ruptey or wiping out huge sec-
tions of its empire, immediately
the L1011 project.

This will send shock waves
throughout the entire economy.
Immediately, it will wipe out
hundreds of millions of dollars in
debt owed to major banks, such
as the Bank of America. Many
smaller banks will go under in
the face of tremendous losses.

Lockheed has launched a
conscious policy of making its

workers pay for the corpora- -

tion’s crisis. By the end of the
year, almost 10 percent of.the
plant’s 28,000 employees will be
out of work with no hope of being
called back. With the newest
announcement that more funds
are needed, the plant’s -entire
workforce faces shutdown.

LARGEST
Lockheed is the largest
employer in the San Fernando

-and Antelope Valleys, providing
jobs indirectly to tens of thou-

sands of workers.
Neil Van Der Cook, spokesman
for the International Associa-

tion of Machinists admitted to

the Bulletin: ‘‘Big dangers are
posed now and it seems unlikely
that the government will step in
this time.”

But then he added: ““I do not
think there will be further
layoffs.” He said the union had
no plans to stop the layoffs, but
could only “negotiate for sever-

ance pay’’ and added: “We will ,
continue to exert pressure on our .

frlends in Congress.”

Fires 1288

Allegheny Airlines blamed the
fuel sanctions imposed by the
Nixon government for the cut-
backs. However, International
Association of Machinists Local
1044 President Angelo Berardl
told the Bulletin:

‘“This comes as no surprise to -

us. The airlines have been trying
to impose these cutbacks for

years, but the gavernment would |

not let them. Now they finally
got the government to claim a
fuel shortage.”

, Essential Reading

. United States

The only existing history of
American Trotskyism. $2.45
In Defense of Trotskyism: An
Answer to Those Who Vility
Our History

The struggle for Marxist prin-

Towards A History of the
Feourth International v
Introductory history of

| Trotsky’s fight to build the

international movement, with
particular attention to the
. SWP. .50 :

Order From:
Labor Publications, Inc.
135 W. 14 St. 7th Floor

New York, N.Y. 10011

| Struggle For Marxism in the{

cipies aga‘inst revisionism. .50 ]

Dayton sheritfs deputies and police hold an Ohio truck driver after he tried to stop a police escort from
accompanying six trucks out of the struck Texaco truck stop on Route [-70.

Court Hits Essex Strike

BY A REPORTER

NEWARK, Dec.
15—Students are
continuing their strike
against Essex Com-
munity College in spite
of an injunction issued
last Thursday.

Faculty members are now
barred from giving any direct
or indirect support to the
strike, which began two
weeks ago in opposition to the
appointment of Carl Baratta

‘as the new vice-president of

Essex.

The board of trustees acted in
defiance of a special student-fa-
culty-administration selection
committee by appointing
Baratta, a cost-cutting expert
who is a firm advocate of budget
slashing.

The injunction also prohibits
students from using picket lines
to prevent students from enter-
ing the college and attending the
classes that teachers are now
forced to give.

“The general idea behind the
injunction was to intimidate the
students from opposing Carl
Baratta,”’ declared student
leader Marvin Hall, ‘‘but in ac-

“tuality, it is not stopping the

struggle ”

He said that the strikers would
use the upcoming vacation
period to plan strategy and seek
the support of Newark workers.

Most of the school’s 5000
students are not attending
classes, and there are no nego-
tiations at this point between the
students and the board of trus-
tees.

Mayor Gibson has sent a tele-
gram ‘‘urging’’ the trustees to
settle the strike.

However, Gibson—as has been
shown during his three years as
mayor—fully supports the bud-
get-cutting program that
Baratta intends to implement in
Essex. .

Qil Crisis Smashes
Common Market "Unity’

BY JEFF SEBASTIAN

The worldwide energy

crisis and the breakup of
the international mone-
tary system dominated
the recently concluded
summit of the nine
members of the Euro-
pean Economic Com-
munity.

Behind a facade of ‘‘Euro-
pean identity’’ is the widen-
ing split between Europe and
America and the rapid disin-
tegration of the. Common
Market.

The oil crisis only brings to a
head the tendencies toward

breakup already developing in

the Common Market.

Not only is the EEC incapable
of agreeing on a joint strategy,
but national policies aimed at
protecting oil supplies are being
pursued at the expense of
trading partners.

The conference was marked -
. by a sharp division between

Germany on the one hand and
France and England on the
other,

Germany, with the most

- powerful economy in Europe,

has been the main target of
American trade war policies
aimed at destroying the German

. export industry.

Faced with an increasingly

. militant working class, a rapidly

developing slump that has cut

automaobile orders by 50 percent

over 1972, an inflation that has
been intensified by the inflow of
billiens in American dollars,
many German industries and
banks are on the brink of
collapse.

The rivalry with the United
States has forced Germany to
become the leading advocate of
European economic - and poli-
tical unity against the working
class of Europe and as a means
of meeting the American and
Japanese trade threat.

The German government
argued for a policy of solidarity
with Holland, the main target of
the Arab oil boycott because of
their close ties to Israel.
Germany receives ‘a large part

of her oil through the Dutch port
of Rotterdam.

SAFEGUARD

Both France, which faces a -

massive trade deficit, and
England, which is on the verge of
a massive showdown with the
-British working class, have been

- maneuvering with the Arab

states to safeguard their oil
supplies. -

They sponsored the visit of the
representatives of the Arab oil
producers to the EEC meeting
against - the opposition of
Germany.

The- Arab leaders made it

“clear that’ there would be no
letup in the pressure on Europe
until they gave complete sup--

port for an Israeli withdrawal
from occupied territory.
According to the Wall Street

Journal, the Sudanese Foreign
Minister informed the Euro-
peans that ‘‘dimming lights and
padlocked gasoline stations are
nothing compared with_the
hundreds of thousands of
drought-stricken Africans star-
ving to death for want of Euro-
pean and American aid.”

The Algerian Minister de-
clared that ‘‘peace in Europe” is
at stake unless Europe helps the
Palestine refugees. -

The joint European
declaration on the oil situation
was nothing more than a vague
promise to ‘‘study’’ the
situation,

This means in effect that the
bitter struggle for oil will now
intensify. Even the Dutch have
threatened that ‘‘we could get
nasty,’” hinting at a shutoff of the
oil flow through Rotterdam.

At the same time the
deteriorating monetary = situa-
tion intensifies the rivalries in
Europe. The Jomt float of Euro-
pean currencies is virtually im-

_possible under conditions of

uncontrollable inflation. Britain
and Italy_have refused to part1~
cipate.

Discussions on a common .
policy on currency, stocks,
investment and banking haver

. been postponed by the EEC until

sometime in the very distant

_ future.

What the EEC meetings reveal
is that the only thing holding the .
European capitalists together is
their desperate fear of their awn
working class and the impact of -

the US trade war drive,
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BY MARTY MORAN
On October 18, the billion
dollar United States Na-
tional Bank of San Diego was
declared insolvent. This is
the largest bank failure in the
history of the United States.

“This unprecedented  financial - -

collapse points out the direction
in which the entire banking and
credit system is moving.

The first section of capitalists
to face ruin in the economic
crisis are the speculators,
operators, and sW¥indlers, the
new money men of southern
California and Florida, on whom
Richard Nixon based his rise to
power. - :

The US National Bank is

owned by C. Arnholt Smith, a 74-

year-old tycoon who has been
Nixon’s closest -supporter
throughout his political career.

Smith began in San Diego as a
teller at the Bank of Italy, which
later became the Bank of Ameri-
ca. He worked his way up to di-
visional vice-president and then
took advantage of the 1929, col-
lapse to strike out on his own.

With his savings and money
from his brother, he bought the
US National Bank of San Diego
for a song in 1933 when it had as-
sets and liabilities of only $1.7
million.

San Diego was then a small
city notable only for its climate.
The war and the postwar boom
had the most spectacular effect
on San Diego of any city in the

- country, skyrocketing the pop-

ulation to over 700,000 by 1970.

All this was "accomplished
while virtually nothing of any
value was being produced in San
Diego. Turn of the century
boosters had been unable to
draw industry from Los Angeles,
and instead turned to ‘‘coining
the climate’” through tourism
and sales of land for vacation
homes away from home for the
rich.

This. was followed after Pearl
Harbor by the development of
the largest naval complex on the
West Coast and later, huge
marine and air force bases,
which drew in tens of thousands

.- of military personnel and fueled

the runaway real estate boom.
Smith’s bank boomed as the

1

city boomed. In 1960 when the -

bank had several hundred mil-
lion dollars in assets, he estab-
lished the Westgate-California
Corporation. This conglomerate
combined Smith’s investments
in tuna packing and real estate
with some of his bank stock and
served as the launching pad for
all sorts of financial adventures.

Smith . systematically bought

up Yellow Cab operations in 13 -

major cities in California. He
bought the San Diego baseball
franchise in the National
League for $10 million and the
intrastate commuter airlines Air
California and Golden West Air-
lines.

By 1973 Westgate-California
controlled forty companies doing
$215 million in business, while
US National Bank had topped the
billion dollar mark. Smith was
named ‘“Mr. San Diego of the
Year’ and later “‘Mr. San Diego
of the Century.”

Like most of the fast growing
conglomerates of the 1960s,
Westgate had problems due to
constant borrowing to finance
expansion. Smith, however, had
a handy solution, since he owned
his own bank.

The wheeler-dealers who built
up the conglomerates accom-
plished their financial wonders
by a method that approximates
lifting yourself up by your own
shoelaces.

They borrowed heavily from
the banks, insurance com-
panies, and mutual funds, either
directly through loans, or
through issuing high-risk stocks
to the market. The cash obtained
was used to buy up existing com-

The Rise and Fall of
“San Diego” Smith

Friday, Dec

panies.

These companies were ex-

pected literally to pay for their
own acquisition as their earning8
went to pay interest on the loans
taken out by the speculator as
well as dividends on stock.

This meant that the number of
paper claims on the company’s
profits increased drastically. An
enormous mass of fictitious
capital based on credit was built
up which demanded a return.

But the workers could only
produce so much profit, no mat-
ter. how much paper capital was
piled upon their backs.

The conglomerates were thus
chronically squeezed for profits.
The solution was always still
more expansion, using the as-
sets of companies bought up to
secure more loans from the
banks, to pay off the old loans
and give the illusion of real value
behind the blizzard of stock
issues.

In this way, chains of com-
panies were stuck together with
no relation to each other in
terms of production. Smith put
together tuna fish, taxis, and
baseball, while on a larger scale
ITT linked telephones, insur-
ance, Sheraton Hotels, and
Wonder Bread.

"As long as the inflationary
postwar boom lasted, this kind of
activity could be sustained.
Everything was going up in
value, it seemed, so buying up
miore companies automatically
meant buying more sources of
profit, new assets to get loans
with, and ready cash.

ON ALL SIDES
Smith’s control over US Na-
tional Bank added a new twist to
this time-honored process. As
Business Week put it, he “‘was on

all sides’’ of these deals.

His practice was to pass as-
sets from one of his subsidiaries
to another, each time jacking the
price up to make a big profit, and
financing these deals through US
National Bank.

For instance, Smith estab-
lished Westgate Life Insurance

- Company, owned by his per-

-

sonal corporation, US Holding
Company. In 1963 US Holding

sold it for $610,000 to Smith’s -

brother John. A few months
later John Smith sold Westgate
Life to Westgate-California Cor-
poration for $1,260,000. All the
while Westgate Life remained
stuck where it was, with $238,000
in assets, and earnings of only
$50,000.

Smith established the most

complicated relations with a

Crocker bought the assets of
Smith's defunct bank for $89.5-mil-
fion.

series of companies controlled
by Kansas City financier
Michael J. Coen, whom govern-
ment banking officials later
ruled was in effect Smith’s
agent.

The main company was Brit-
ish Columbia Investment Com-
pany of Kansas City (sic). This
company began as Barnes-
Champ Advertising Company of
San Diego and served in 1968 to
funnel illegal contributions into
Nixon’s presidential campaign.
Later the company was moved
to Kansas City to give the
appearance of independence
from Smith.

Smith had the closest ties to

the politicians of both capitalist
parties. A lifelong Republican,
he backed Democrats as well
when it was profitable.

In 1958 and 1962, he supported
Democrat Bert Betts for State
Treasurer. During Betts’s terms
in office, deposits of state funds
in US National Bank increased
from $813,000 to $15.6 million.
Smith said, ‘I think it would be
dishonest to say they weren’t
related. He appreciated what we
had done for him and he reci-
procated.”

NIXON

But there is no doubt that

» Richard Nixon was his favorite.

Smith financed every campaign
from the 1950 Senate race. In
1968, he raised one million dol-
lars for Nixon, one quarter from
his own pocket. Inreturn, he was
a delegate to the Republican
Convention and watched the
election returns with Nixon's
inner circle.

Smith led the group that origi-
nally obtained the 1972 conven-
tion site for San Diego, pledging
$1.5 million.

As a member of the ultraright-
wing Lincoln Club, Smith shared
Nixon’s antilabor and anticom-
munist views.

The turning point in any specu-
lator’s career is when he goes to
the credit well and finds it dry,
when the bank president no
longer smiles at him, when the
stock market greets his latest of-
fering with a groan.

This began in a wholesale way
after Nixon removed the gold
backing from the dollar in Aug-

‘ust 1971, This unleashed a com-

plete lack of confidence in paper
money and led the banks to
tighten up drastically on credit.
Interest rates went on a steady
upward march, reaching a re-
cord 10 percent this summer.
With the orgy of easy money
ended, company after company
faces bankruptcy as old loans
fall due and no new loans .are
available to pay them off. The
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direct agents of this liquidation
are the big banks, whose power
now hecomes life and death.

LOOTING

Smith was thus in a unique
position, since as his own banker
he@_ was not about to liquidate
himself. Instead he turned from
ordinary inflationary specula-
tion to the outright looting of US
National Bank and Westgate-
California to benefit himself per-
sonally.

Smith sold assets of Westgate
at bargain prices to British Col-
umbia Investments and 'other
Coen companies which then sold
them right back to Westgate at
much higher prices. The differ-
ence in price found its way into
Smith’s pockets and US Na-
tional Bank.

After a Wall Street Journal
article exposing him in 1969,
Smith’s financial survival be-
came more and more of a tight-
rope act. He changed auditors
four times in three years,

quarelling over his juggling of

loans from US National to West-
gate.

Eventually Westgate’s bor-
rowing from US National
brought Smith to the attention of
the Securities and Exchange
Commission and the comp-
troller of the currency, who re-
gulates banks.

The SEC declared in 1971 that
since Smith owned a majority of
Westgate stock and Smith and
Westgate combined owned a
majority of US National Bank
stock, Westgate could be con-
sidered a subsidiary of the bank
and brought under regulations
which strictly limited the
amount the bank could lend to it.

Smith then sold Westgate's
stock in US National to British

_ Columbia Investment and his

agent Coen. This transparent de-
vice was good enough as long as
Nixon was able to protect him
from federal investigation. But
with the Watergate revelations,
the storm broke. ‘

On May 31, 1973 the SEC filed
suit against Westgate, charging
fraudulent use of Westgate as-
sets by Smith to cheat the Stock-
holders and asked that Smith be
barred from acting as officer or
director.

Last ditch efforts are still
being made to save Westgate-
California, whose collapse would
destroy 15,000 jobs and cripple
San Diego economically. In
November, a San Diego District
Court Judge quashed an internal
revenue service tax lien of $4.1
million on Westgate on the
grounds that it would force the
company into bankruptcy.

SPECTACULAR

Smith’s fall is unusual and
spectacular because by using his
control of his bank to defend his
conglomerate he succeeded in
bringing them'both to ruin.

A savage competitive struggle
has been unleashed over whose
capital is to be destroyed first.

The established banks and indus-.

trial monopolies are moving
first of all to mop up the fly-by-
night operators. Smith had his
feet in both camps and so was in
an impossible position.

But his predicament is really
that of all the big banks, for by
bringing about a liquidation of
sections of capital they create
conditions for their own collapse
as well. Bank of America may
lose over $50 million since
turning off the credit even to a
middle-sized company like
Memorex. The collapse of a big

debtor like Lockheed would be -

disastrous.

While the crisis of the boom-
time speculators like Smith is
the source of the desperation so
visible in Nixon’s actions of the
last few months, there is no
doubt that the Rockefellers and
the Morgans are going in the
same direction.
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- December ‘12, 1973

Dear Comrade Barnes

Our attention has been drawn to your
letter ‘of October 20, 1973 to Comrade Tim

] Wohlforth’s request to meet with a repre-
sentative of the Socialist Workers Party.

SWP.in urgmg apon the United Secretariat,
with Whlch it:is in political solidarity, a dis-
. .| cussion as.outlined in the IC statement ‘‘For
1 a Discussion on the Problems of the Fourth
Internatlonal” (Workers Press, August 29).

“Your- reply re}ects this reqiest on the
‘same grounds as those given by the Umted
g 'Seeretariat?iurefusing a discussion in 1970,

uounced the SWP and the United Secretar-

{ ““sell out to the Stalinist bureaucracy and
the imperialists,” as being ‘“outside the
camp of Trotskyism and of ‘the’ WOrkmg
class ete. ) :

-+ Vevasion; to avoid discussion. It is contrary
"} to all the traditions of the revolutionary

. -} ence. The most fundamental division at the
‘I base of the independent existence of the
| Trotskyist movement, the division between
*} Marxism  and counterrevolutionary Stal-
inism, did not préyent: Trotsky from con-

. | stantly engaging the Stalinists in public' de--

‘bate. He'did niot withdraw his characteriza-

e nature to do so.

{1 were the attitudes taken by Trotsky in cases

posmlons ‘of the tendenmes mvolved

: sion that you are in agreement with them.

does not exist. We remind you once again:

. Iphony - -agreement Tor ' “‘rennification’? i

1 pr ‘sse dxscussxon once agam’ '

- frefused.

"The S P,‘carmot treat the:hxstory ot th

Wohlforth. The letter is a reply to Cde.

Hisy purpose was ‘to seek the support of the -

viz.; that the IC and its sections have de-

T iat as “‘revisionists,”> as baving decided to -

We can only construe this argument as an; )

. movement to which you avow your adher- -

tion of Stalinism’s counter~revoluttonary‘

< of unmistakable and unchangeable - class
o ees G Healy

i Furthermore your use of the Umted Sec~ i
| retariat’s statement of 1970 as the basis of -

- fyour, reply is. caiculated to give the impres- . =
; . precisely on the questions’ 'JaCk Barn eS
fwe  propose for discussion, fundamental
hlstorlcal questions, that surch agreement :

. lthe SWP has been obliged to raise, (along-
- Rwith:other political dlsagreements) public
| differences with the United Secretariat .
“fabout the splitin the world movement since
11953, The SWP’s own picture of itself as the- | - : E
.. Qdefender of Maersm then and since is a~ " fhl
. “fgross: distortion, ‘but the’ pomt here is that | 14 Charles Lane ‘
~ fthe IC could not get the SWP into a discus-
< ¥sion on these -Same questlons in  1961:63! -
- AInstead; the questlons were suppressed on
- fthe-grounds. that they would obstruct the !

11963, Now that the fundamental questlousﬁ, :
- flever their way to the front, the SWP sup- -

Indeed m 1961 the dlscussmn proposed by re
fthe SLL was actually agreed to begin, sofar- -
as the International Secretariat (the name:;
: .then of, the Umted Secretanat) ‘was con-'i

Letter from

T|m Wohlforth

to Jack Barnes
'OCtOber‘ 5, 1973

October 5, 1973

Jack Barnes ..
National Secretary

‘| Socialist Workers Party -

15 Charles Lane
New York, New York

Dear Comrade Barnes, .

w1th a representative of' the Socialist

| Workers Party. I have made several phone

calls to this effect making it clear that I was
national Committee, with which the
Workers League is in polltlcal solidarity, as
well as on behalf of the Workers League.

support of the Socialist Workers Party in

| urging upon the United ‘Secretariat, with

which it is.in polltlcal solidarity, a discus-

|sion“as outlined in ‘the International Com-

mittee statement *‘For A Discussion on The
Préblems of the Fourth International.”’ This

August 29-issue of the Workers Press. and

{the September-24 issue-of the Bulletin.

“We continue to be interésted in holdmg a

’ E discussion with you or any other repre-
When Trotsky dellvered h1s hlstomc state-

o ment “I Stake My Life” to the American
| Comnmittee for the Defense of Leon Trotsky,
he ‘was not unaware (any more than were
- | James Cannor and the leaders of the SWP1)
.“I'that this Committee contained liberals and
< Y'Social ‘Democrats whose" political actions’
o placed them in-the camp of reaction: These:

sentative of thé Socialist Workers Party to

a genuine discussion as outlmed inthe above
mentioned statement. =

We are hopmg to hear from you in the

near future :

. : Yours fraternally,

Tim' Wohlforth

. National Secretary

L etter 'from

|to Tim Wohlforth _
;jpctober 20 1 973 '

New York, N.Y. 10014 et
Dear Comrade Wohlforth R T

As youknow, T have been seekmg to meet
taking this initiative on behalf of the Inter-

The purpose of this initiative is to seek the -

statement - appeared in the ‘Wednesday,

see if a way canbe found to bring about such

Workers League :

i October 20 1973 v

‘I have attached the September 19 1970
, Umted Secretariat statement on the ;
| "‘unity”  discussions ‘then: being sought by
"} Gerry Healy in‘ behalf of the “‘International
'} Committee.” 1t closed as follows: ;
1 “To summarize: “The Internatxonal Com-

mlttee has characterized the United Seere- -
tariat of the Fourth International and the
‘I Socialist Workers Party as ‘servants of the
-fclass'enemy,” who ‘decided to- sell out to the -
- | Stalinist bureaucracy and the imperialists,’

.tical scabs of the worst sort.’
“No other conclusion is possible: Either

(1) in making advances towards us, the
- leaders 'of the International Committee

have decided to sell out to. the Stalinist

- bureducracy and the imperialists, and are
following a course that will place them out-|

side the camp of Trotskyism and of the

" . working class; or, (2) the leaders of the

International Committee have begun to re-

. cognize how wrong they have been in their

characterization of the United Secretariat

of ‘the Fourth International and its co-|

‘thinkers.in other countries but do not want
to acknowledge their grievous errors, still

- less engage in public self-criticism.
- “‘If the leaders of the International Com-| .

mittee have changed their opinion, then it is
their duty to make public their ! political
reasons for-changing. On what specific poli-
tical issues have they altéered their views?
We- await their explanations with interest.

. '‘Of course another possibility
exists—that Comrade Healy’s ‘approach’ to

. the Socialist Workers party, are only part of

a ‘unity’ maneuver in the ‘war’ being con-

ducted by the leaders of the Socialist Labhour |

League against the Fourth International and
the organizations sympathetic to its views:

“This. would seem. to be the most likely |

possibility were it not for the fact that Com-
rade Healy has expressly issued a public as-

surance that 'he has ‘no intention’. of en-|
gagmg in :“factional maneuvermg over.

unity ‘as such.’

“Comrade Healy s public avowal that no

unity maneuver is involved makes it all the

more imperative that the International}

Committee publicly. clarify its stand on the

~alternatives indicated above.”

Since that time neither in their actions nor

“their press have the Socialist Labour

League or.the Workers League 1nd1cated

any reconsideration of their characteriza-|
tions of the United Secretariat and the So-|

cialist Workers Party. In fact, the very
public statement by . the ' “International

Committee,” which you now advance as a}
~ basis for “dlscussmn,” characterizes the
. United Secretariat and. the Socialist
* Workers Party as “‘revisionists’’ totally un- |

able “to return to the basic principles of | .

Trotsky1sm *’ The Socialist Workers Party

_is slandered: as having ‘‘opportunistically| .
. degenerated even further in. the last ten
~_years”; that is, further than being ‘s RO
* ants of the class enemy,” deciding “to sell e

-out, to the Stalinist bureaucracy and the

'1mpenahsts ”."and engaging - in’ actions|

placing the party “outside the camp of
Trotskyism and of the working class.”

In view of: your failure to respond to the R

United Secretariat statement of September

~ 19, 1970, your failure to indicate byanyother IR
" means that you have modified your viewsof| =~

~ the United Secretariat of the Fourth Inter-
. national and the Socialist Workers Party,

and. your persistence in continuing up to this

moment. to. publicly misrepresent and lie ", |
* about -our: ‘political positions, we see nmo{ " .
reason for altering our previous refusal to| -

engage in private parleys with representa-

‘ twes of the “International Committee.” |
: Lo i Fraternally,

Jack Barnes
Nattonal Secretary

e i Socxahst Workers Party‘ pin
ot cc Umted Secretanat o
5 whose actrons have placed them outsuie thel.* :

Gerry Healy .
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It Was the SWP.{who blocked the drscus-,,;'
Nsion Tt was the same story after the split” -

Jwith Pablo-in 1953. In the months following,
'the IC sections in Europe were in favorof a.
dxscussxon with the Pabloites- to get to the:
“froots of the spht and 1t was the SWP who >

1953 split as its exclusive property, some-"

T

1ts own meedlate purposes m relatlon to B
the Unified Secretariat. The 1953 split-ques-

tions concern the whole movement of world o
Trotskyism. ‘All the participants, and all -
‘those who have joined the movement since
- under the conditions of the split, must have
‘the opporturuty to discuss it. It is a neces- -

sity for rearming the Trotskylst ‘move- -

Cven

1 ‘to put forward 1ts own one—s1ded version of L L
the 1953 split, and to reject discussion yet -
again ‘after 20 years, is indication of a nar- -

row’ .national “outlook, a contempt for the
mterrxatmmﬂ movement.

~Andto add to'this, the trausparent excuse- 5
, that it is impossible to discuss with oppon-
ents ‘who ‘condemn you politically—that is -

= thmg it can br‘ng‘ out of: storage and use for

’z‘.“ meni Just asitwasin 1961 - 63 For the SWP .

jfraud Did not Lenm cbaracterxze Trotsky

. k ‘PageT

as “Judas Trotsky” and find xuany other

choice epithets for him in the years before
19177 Did these mean that no discussion was

possible? Look for example at one of
Lenin’s articles, warning the young genera-

tion of revolutionists against Trotsky: -

“.. heis typical- of all the five coteries
abroad, which, in fact, are also vacillating -

between quuldators and the Party

“In the period of the old Iskra (19014)3)
these waverers, who flitted from the
‘Econemists’ to the ‘Iskra-ists’ and back
again were dubbed ‘Tushino’ deserters (the
name given in the Turbulent Times in Russia
to soldiers who deserted from one camp to
another)

“,When we discuss Liquidationism, we dis-
cuss a definite ideological trend which grew
up in the course of many years, the roots of
which are interlaced with those of ‘Men-
shevism’ and ‘Economism’ in the 20 years
history of Marxism, and which is connected

- with the policy andideology of a definite

class the hberal bourgeoisie.”

Lenin’s. verdict that the political tend~ :
-encies outside Bolshevism had roots which

were ‘‘connected with: the policy and ideol-
ogy of ... the liberal bourgeoisie,”” did not
and could not serve as a block to any discus-
sion, on his part or on the part of Trotsky. It
is necessary to begin from the -objective

needs . of the movement, and today -that
means involving all sections of the Interna-

tional Committee and the “*Unified Secre-

“tariat” -and those in solidarity  with it,

including the SWP, in the discussion which

has become necessary, and has begun, .on
_the roots of the 1953 split. Indeed Trotsky’s
own development necessitated the over-
coming of-his earlier objections to Lenin’s
- objectivity and centralism, and the SWP
“would do well to recall his verdict on those. °

pre-191’7 years (My Life, pp. 161~2 )

“Revolutxdnary ceutrahsm is a harsh, im-

- perative, and exacting principle, ‘It often
takes the guise of ‘absolute ruthlessness in |
.- its relation to individual members, to whole

groups of former associates. It is 'not

without ‘signifieance that the words “irre-

concilable’” and ‘“relentless” are among

Lenin’s favorites. It is only the most impas-
sioned, revolutionary striving for a definite

* end—a striving that is utterly free from any-~
thing base or personal—that can justify such

a personal ruthlessness. In 1903, the whole
point at issue was nething more than Lenin’s
desire to get Axelrod and .Zasulitch off the

editorial board. My attitude toward them

was full of respect and there was an ele-
ment of personal affection as well: Lenin

also thought highly of them for what they-

had done in the past. But he believed that

they were becoming an impediment for the -
future. This led him to conclude that they
must be removed from their position of
leadership. I could not agree. My whole
~being seemed to protest against this merci-

less cutting off of the older ones when they
were at last on the threshold of an organ-

ized party. It was my indignation at his atti~

tude that really led to my parting with him
at the second congress. His behavior
seemed unpardonable to me, both horrible
and outrageous. And yet, pohtxcally it was
right and necessary, from the point of view

of organization. The break with the older
ones, who.remained in the preparatory;
_stages, was inevitable in any case. Lenin
' understzood this before any one else did. He
~made an attempt to keep Plekhanov by se-

parating him from Zasulifch and Axelrod.

But this, too, was quite futile, as subse-
quent events s00n proved." i :

: The response ‘of the SWP to take up the“ “
IC's and Gemrade Wohlfarth’s appmaches :

i

: whote revotetmuarg moeement

for discussion is in marked contra‘st to the |
failure, within the United Secretariat, to
take up principled questions in case they i
cause orgamzatlonal problems. )

We Trefer in partlcular to -the notorious §
Lawless questlon in the IMG in Britain, In
‘case the SWP is not familiar with the facts
-of this case, we will summarize them, Here
is a man, Lawless who remains a member

~of the IMG and is publicly defended by
~ them, despite the fact that his activities

throughout ‘the recent “terrorist bombs’
campaign in Britain are incompatible with
membership of any organization clalrmng to
be revolutionary.

To highlight Just some of the aspects of
h1s conduct: He took a telephoned state-
ment from Dublin, purporting to come from

- the Irish Republican Publicity Bureau{.

(IRPB), and ‘took it to the Press Associa~
tion with the intention of making - some
money as a freelance journalist;

He also telephoned Scotland Yard and told
them he had a statement from the Provi-

- sional IRA claunmg responsibility for a

‘homb campaign in the West End.

He has varjously Clalmed that he made' '
this call to protect himself from possible {
prosgcution and to gather information for:
the article he was writing. Neither of these
mutually contradtctory statements can be
condoned.

When the Provxsxonal 1IRA repudrated the
so-called- JRPB statement issued by Law-

“less to the capitalist press—they say it is
W‘bogus'’ and a “hoax”—Lawless persist-

‘ently refused to admit he had been wit-
tingly or unwittingly misled. On the con-
frary, he proceeded to give a series of inter~
views to the capitalist press, radio, and

. television in which he insisted that the Pro-
" visionals were responsible and- the police

were ‘not - taking - the sxtuatlon sermuslyr
enough ‘ «

This opened t’he door Eor the 'I‘ory govern- |

. ment, Scotland Yard, and the capitalist |
press to create an ‘atmosphere of ‘hysteria .}

‘and repression in which Irish workers, re-

publican groups, and left-wing organiza- | o

tions, including the IMG itself, were.

_subjected to raids and harassment. Italso | -
provided the state with a vicious anti-IRA |
cltmate onthe eve of the Belfast Tentnal

When Detectwe Ch:ef Supemntendent Roy
Habershon, one of Scotland Yard’s leading

political police officers, “requested” that ’

Lawless make a statement, Lawless volun-

“teered to visit Scotland "Yard and sign &

‘statement, the contents of wlnch have never i |
been made public. ' -

Now, the IMG is the recogmzed Bmtxsh B
. section of the United Secretariat, and de- |
- fends Lawless. Can the SWP coexist in solid-

“arity with Lawless, the IMG, and the United :

‘Secretariat? Assuming that this is the first § -

_tire the SWP has been made familiar with |

_ the facts of this case and the dangers ob~ |

viously resulting from it, will the SWP act §

alongside the IC in dnvmg Lawless out of |

~ the movement? The question cannot be § =

‘avoided; it was carried by Lawlessand by '} =

 the IMG into the rmdst of the capxtahstj i
press. t o

To allew this case to be covered up, whﬂe 1

‘at the same time refusing discussion with |
“ the IC on the grounds that we characterized ]
"« you politically in class terms—that would be .}

opportunism of the worst order. We there- §
fore hope you will urgentty reverse your |

decision to reject the approach made on be- §
- half of the IC by Cde. Wohiforth. The dis-

_cussion proposed is an objective nee& ut,fthe :

S Ywmfraber‘ Hy,
Iutema:twmt {Bummxttee
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The Wild Expansion Of Credit

Lockheed Aircraft Corporation and the Penn Central
Railroad will go down in history as synonyms for bank-
ruptey and collapse.

Both have once again appeared on the front pages of
the financial papers as a new crisis threatens their total
liquidation. ~ ~

Lockheed, which only managed to stay afloat since
1971 on the basis of $650 million in credit arranged
through the banks and government guaranteed loans,

~owes over $850 million.

Despite wholesale rationalization and Iayoffs of thou-
sands of workers, the fuel crisis and the slump in the
aircraft and aerospace industry have forced delays and
cancellations in hundreds of orders, producing a
situation in which payment on current debt cannot be
met without financing new loans.

Penn Central, which collapsed in 1970, faces a similar

- situation: losing millions each month.

But these two corporations are only the tip of the
iceberg in the unprecedented credit-inflation crisis now
developing. .

Nixon's emergency measures on August 15, 1971
severed the link of the dollar to gold. At one stroke, the
value of the huge hoards of paper dollars and credit
became completely indeterminate. This set into motion
the collapse of~confidence in paper money, wild
expansion of credit and frenzied speculation in com-
modities and gold, sending prices soaring.

The ballooning of credit since August 15, 1971 has
assumed staggering proportions.

Mortgage debt has been expanding at the rate of $50
billion a year and instaliment debt—for cars, appliances,
etc.—has been rising at a $20 billion a year rate. Both of
these figures are more than double any previous

increase.
All of this is owed to commercial banks, finance com-

panies, credit unions and retail outlets.

Corporation debt has been exploding as well with $300
billion now owed—over double what it was in the mid-
1960s. ‘ ,

Nearly a quarter of all wages are being paid out for
instaliment loans, while corporations must come up with
over $40.billion in interest payments alone.

Corporations have only 20 percent of the cash on hand
to meet liabilities due over the next 12 months.

. All of this expansion was based on the illusion of an
ever-increasing boom and the ability to finance and re-
finance old debts on the promise of future earnings by
selling new shares of stock or floating new bond issues.

Now the development of a worldwide recession
coupled with the disastrous impact of the oil crisis turns
everything into its opposite.

Millions of workers, facing the loss of their jobs and
astronomical increases in the cost of the basic ne-
cessities will be forced to default on loan payments.

Even the largest corporations faced with cuts in sales,
large inventories and big increases in the cost of produc-
tion due to the inflation can rapidly find themselves in the
position of Lockheed or Penn Central.

Any attempt to keep the boom going by continuing to
expand credit threatens inflation of the proportions of
Weimar Germany in the 1920s.

All of these corporate debts represent claims on future
profits to be extracted from the working class. Every
industry is now driving for the most brutal increase in its
rate of exploitation through speedup, longer hours, and
the slashing of living standards to increase profits to
meet the demands of its creditors.

‘But no amount of wage-cutting can satisfy the ever-
growing claims on profit. The large banks facing massive
defaults must ultimately cut their losses by destroying
huge sections of capital and liquidating entire industries
to force repayment of the debts.

The huge stock market declines wiping out over $120
billion in paper values over the last two months is a sharp
indication of this situation.

developments. The fight for wages is in no way simply a
trade union question. The crisis forces the employers
and the government not only to move against wages, but
to attack every historic gain of the working class.
The fight is now directly political, requiring the building
of the revolutionary party through the struggle to
construct a labor party, pledged to abolish capitalist
anarchy with a socialist government,

The working class must take warning from these’

St. Louis diesel pumps shut down by truckers during the nationwide protest. Over 80 percent of the trucks did

not drive in the Missouri-lilinois area. One attendant told the Bulletin: “We support the truckers.”

Truckers Press For Wages

BY DAVID NORTH

Teamsters President
Frank Fitzsimmons an-
nounced Tuesday that
trucking employers will
have to renegotiate their
current three year con-
tract to compensate
drivers for losses caused
by Nixon’s emergency
fuel crisis measures.

Having failed to persuade
Nixon to lift the 55 mile per
hour speed limit, Fitz-
simmons invoked a contract
clause that permits rene-
gotiation in the event of a
‘““declaration of emergency or
imposition of economic
controls.”

Fitzsimmons declared that the

union would specifically seek

wage and benefit increases
higher than the seven percent in-
crease negotiated in the contract
last July.

Long-haul drivers have been
putting heavy pressure on Fitz-
simmons, who has been Nixon’s
staunchest ally in the labor
movement and a firm advocate
of wage controls.

However, increasing
number of Teamsters have been
participating in the strikes and

blockades by owner-operators.

The average long-haul driver,
who is paid 16 cents for each
mile, has suffered a 20 percent
wage cut because he now can
drive—under the 55 mph
limit—only about 350 miles in the
regulation 10 hours.

Drivers are accustomed to
making at least 450 to 500 miles
per day.

Independent driver-operators
as well as many Teamsters are,
in the meantime, preparing for a
massive shutdown of over the
road commercial transport in
January unless Nixon rescinds
the speed limit, lowers diesel.
fuel prices, and increases fuel
allocations to truckers.

OWNER-OPERATORS

Owner-operators near Dayton,
Ohio—many of whom are Team-
sters—voted Tuesday night to
end their current strike. How-
ever, they also decided to or-
ganize a more powerful strike in
30 days if their demands are not
met.

The truckers have already
been guaranteed the support of
the American Truck Stop
Association and the Fraternal

Association of Steel Haulers.
The Dayton strike was met by
vicious attacks by state
troopers. Drivers had been
flagging down trucks passing the
Franklin truck stop on Inter-
state 70 and also the Texaco
truck stop. On Friday, between
500 and 700 truckers refused to
move from the two stops.
Police attempted to escort six
scabs out of the truck stop. When
one striking driver attempted to
stop the police car, he was bru-
tally beaten by an off duty plain-

_ clothesman, Louis Blankenship,

with a billy club. The driver was
then dragged off to jail.

Bill Hill, president of the
Fraternal Association of Steel
Haulers (FASH), denounced
Fitzsimmons for having refused
to lead a fight against Nixon’s
attacks on drivers.

1 think it is a crime,”’ he said,
‘“the way Nixon and Fitz-
simmons are friends.”

He stated that FASH—an
organization set up by owner-
driver Teamsters after the
International betrayed a 13 week
wildcat—supported further
actions in January.

“If we do not get what we
want,” Hill declared, ‘‘there will
be another shutdown a hell of a
lot longer than 48 hours.”

More Layoffs In St. Louis

BY A LOCAL 819
MEMBER

ST. LOUIS—Over the past
three weeks, 200 employees
at Carter Carburetor Cor-
poration, a division of ACF
Industries have been laid off.

Due to the cutbacks in produc-
tion of large cars, Carter has cut
its production of large four
barreled carburetors from about
3000 a day to 500 a day.

Last week, about thirty people
were laid off in the assembly
division. Very few parts are
being made for the large
carburetors in any of the parts
departments. It has been
reported that, because of the oil
crisis, vital plastic tubing for the
flow test department is in short
supply. This may force Carter to
shut down completely.

United Auto Workers Local
819, representing Carter’s 2300
workers is now going into con-
tract negotiations with the
company as the present contract
expires in June. Carter hired
about 1000 workers during the
past year. Many will be faced
with going from $150 a week
down to $63 unemployment pay.
No action on this has been taken
hy the union leadership.

STREETS

As one worker putit: “If we do
not do something about Nixon,

,,,,,

we will all be out on the streets.”

Carter may go into production
on small carburetors, but only
about half the employees would
be needed because only half the
parts would be needed.

“During the last slowdown in
production, there were people
laid off with 18 years seniority,”
said one 819 member.

“Our production has been
based on manufacture of the
large quadrojets and thermo-
quads for GM and Chrysler. If
they go, it will cut over half the
employees again.”

Another said: ‘‘Several years

ago, they sent a lot of work down
to -Arkansas and Tennessee at
nonunion plants. They are not
even producing a decent product
down there.”

Auto plants throughout the St.
Louis area are closing down and
laying off. At the Chevrolet plant
here, all passenger car produc-
tion has been halted for three
weeks, laying off 4500 UAW
members, while the Chrysler
truck line has been closed for the
last three days. Thirty-five hun-
dred workers are involved in the
Chrysler truck line closure.

[subscribe now to the twice-weekly!
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BY PETER KELLY
DETROIT—Truckers
and warehouse workers
in Teamsters Local 337
walked out last Sunday

- of their local president,
~ Robert Holmes, and

~ restraining order issued
by Judge Thornton.
~ The wildcat strike, ori-
~ ginally affecting five ware-
houses in southeastern De-
troit, is causing shortages in
the supermarket chains.
After almost two days,
strikers at two firms

~ returned to their jobs, while -

—workers at Kroeger, Allied,
- and Borman’s remained out.
. Negotiations continue between

. the company and -the union

CHICAGO—The Bulletin

~ interviewed union and non-

union truckers at truckstops

last week’s wildcat.

Two drivers for American Van
Lines, with over 20 years of
driving experience each
expressed - the determination of
all the men:
~ “I am not buying the high
price gasoline. I am not moving
my truck until the increase in
- fuel goes down.”

: “Every time they call for a
- shutdown on fuel, I am going to
shut down too. I am not going to
- truck until the shutdowns shut
-~ down. And if they do not, I will
- Jjust stop trucking.”

- A union driver told a skeptxcal
~ _ TV reporter: ‘“Sure I am with
~ them. I have been with them
since 1934.”

The angry drivers told about
< increases, not just in gas, but in
~  every one of their expenses.

. Drivers estimated that fuel

_prices are running three to four

times what they were in 1960.

~ Chicago area dealers have been

- caught charging up to 80 cents a
gallon in the last week,

Many Western states have now
imposed a mileage tax for
drivers passing through, adding
$5 plus 1 cent a mile in
California, $41.95 in Arizona, and
so on. For independents who pay
their own loading dock charges,
costs have skyrocketed. For
instance, the Chicago markets
now charge two dollars per crate

. for unloading, plus a two dollar
~_parking fee, twice the rates of a
year ago. And a recent crack-

" down on overweight loads had

-~ led to massive fines and trip

_ delays for drivers going through
- Illinois.

§.

at midnight in defiance -

against a temporary

on the South Side here during

The Bulletin will not be
published next week due to
the Christmas holidays. The
next Issue will appear
Tuesday, January 1.

eamsters
I ’ d C a {

leadersmp The employers have
threatened to disown -all pre-
vious agreements if the work
stoppage continues and are
seeking to make the temporary
restraining order permanent.
The strike centers on the com-
pany’s demand that it be al-

. lowed to bring in new workers to

replace ‘‘absent’ union mem-
bers. This would be used to hire

“scabs and break the union dur-
" ing a strike.

The company also wants to
double the probationary period

for union membership from 30
days to 60 days and has.

requested the right to give 15
percent of their workers split
days off.

The union leadership claims
that these are non-economic
issues, but the majority of
workers feel it is an attack on

* the union. Many claim that these
provisions would cut overtime

and create JOb msecurlty

"IWill Just
- Stop Trucking’

As one driver put it: “There is
a $50 fine for missing a weighing

" station. Ora $150 or a $1000 or

they will confiscate your truck if
they feel like it. This is a rail-
road state.”

Some stations are now
imposing purchase limits, in an
obvious attempt to harass the
independents and force prices
up. A driver pointed out that the
truck stop he was at was limiting
drivers to 38 gallons (less than a
quarter of a tank), but he knew
of a place a few miles north
where they could fill up any
truck at four cents a gallon less.
A newsman had refused to pub-
lish this, even after the trucker
had driven him to both stops to
show him personally.

OIL EXECUTIVES

“They are drafting 250 oil
executives to sit on the energy
board,” a young driver added.
That is just like having the mafia
sit on the crime board.”

An independent driver
explained his situation this way:
“I go from state to state. Now
we call it ‘coast to coast on a
piece of toast’—we cannot even
afford bread at these truck
stops.

“I just came from California.
It usually costs $180, this time it
cost $480. What does that leave
me? I would rather sit and
starve than run and starve.”

He explained that the fuel~

usage for diesel trucks is differ-
ent than four cars. Cars use the
least fuel at about 50 miles per
hour, but trucks use less fuel at
higher speeds.

At 45 or 55 mph, the fuel
consumption goes up to three or
four miles per gallon, Now that
Congress has passed the 55 mph
limit, and with the fuel prices
skyrocketing at the same time,
the independent truckers are
faced with costs two to three
times higher than before. It is
this that has forced the truckers
to come out against the govern-
ment.

Part of mass demonstration f b
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and New Jersey protesting lowa Beef Processors’ low wages.'

editorial

The atmosphere of ‘‘law and
order’’ created by Nixon is
encouraging the most right-wing
elements to come out of hiding
and aid the capitalist class in
attacking our rights.

Just like the Watergate
burglars,. right-wingers
operating at night broke into the
van owned by the Chicago
Workers League while it was
parked on a residential street on
the South Side and set a box of
literature and papers on fire.

A Young Socialists member
happened to see the flames in
time to save the van from
blowing up.

This was a conscious attempt
to stop the building of a revolu-
tionary movement in the
neighborhood. Just as the South
Side branches-were holding their
regular class on Marxism, these
agents set fire to books and pam-
phlets on Marxism being carried
in the van. They also tried to
destroy a new shipment of
Young Socialist papers.

This cowardly book-burning is
the same tactic used not just in
Nazi Germany, but in the recent
coup engmeered by Nixon in
Chile.

The nelghborhood where this

. occurred has been the target of a
continuing racist campaign
designed to divide the workers,
especially the youth. Gage Park
High School was closed for
several days last year after
fighting broke out at the end of
anextended boycott by white stu-

~ dents. The students there are
still harassed by stringent
security measures and extra
police details.

The American Nazi Party has
openly recruited in this area,
holding a march and a meeting
“in a city park building last year
with full cooperation from the
city officials.

In addition, there has been a..

Nixon’s Agents Attack YS

series of fires in the past two
months, all in the same- one
block areaof small frame houses
and duplexes where the van was
burned.

The YS has fought tenaciously
for nearly a year to unite white
and Black youth against the
rotten conditions at Gage Park
High School, and against the
growing unemployment.
Because of this fight, we have
rallied massive support and
recruited widely in the area.
Over 300 families now subscribe

to the Bulletin and Young Social- .

ist. Our quota for the Twice-
Weekly Fund could never have
been met without the contribu-
tions and the activities organized
by our supporters and new mem-
bers on the Southwest side.

The very night of the fire, the
YS went ahead to establish a new
branch in another South Side
neighborhood and two youth
were recruited into the Workers
League.

Now we must go forward. The
capitalist class knows their
weakness and recognizes our
strength. That is why they allow
the Nazi Party to build itself up.
That is why they plan and carry
out harassment and open attacks

‘on our movement.

We warn everyone that these
elements are backed by the
United States government itself.
They will not be stopped without
a battle to unite the working
class around socialist prin-
ciples. There is no time to wait!

-Only through a political fight
to bring down the Nixon regime
and establish a labor party can
we defend our basic rights.

¢Join the Workers League.

sJoin the Young Socialists.

ePlan now to attend the Young
Socialist 1Ist Regional
Conference Saturday, January 26
in Madison, Wisconsip,

YOUNG SOCIALIST
REGIONAL
CONFERENCES

$2 Conference & Dance

All conferences
begin at noon

Speakers: Tim Wohlforth,
Workers League National
Secretary, Adele Sinclair,
Young Socialist editor, and
Lucy St. John, Bulletin editor.

MIDWEST

MADISON
(Chicago, St. Louis,
Minneapolis, St. Paul)
SAT., JAN. 26
Univ. of Wisconsin
YMCA
306 North Brooks.
608-251-7622

CLEVELAND
(Pittsburgh, Buffalo,
Dayton, Detroit)
SAT., FEB. 2
Cleveland State Univ.
Euclid & 21 St.
216-851-8822

WEST COAST

LOS ANGELES
~ SUN., JAN. 20
Embassy Auditorium
839 S. Grand Ave.
213-678-3528
LIVE BAND

SAN FRANCISCO
SAT., JAN. 19
Mission YMCA
4080 Mission
415-824-4096

Court Acquits GM

DETROIT—US District
Court Judge John Feikens
recently dismissed the
charges against General
Motors Corporation and Ford
Motor Company for price
fixing and ‘‘conspiring to
monopolize the $2.5 billion
annual market for auto-
mobile fleet sales.”

These charges were originally
filed by the federal government.

For 13 weeks, the jury has
been hearing the case which was
initiated on May 1, 1972.

Throughout the hearings,
Feikens completely sided with
the auto companies. He stated

just before theé acquittal that
“The Justice Department’s evi-
dence shows not an intent to
monopohze but an intent to
compete

It is no surprise that this deci-
sion, in addition to new price
increases authorized by the Cost
of Living Council, comes
directly after United Auto
Workers union president Wood-
cock accepted the rotten con-
tract proposed by the auto
companies.

The federal courts have given
the auto companies the green
light to make huge profits while
auto workers face unemploy-
ment, intense speedup, and wage
cuts.

PERSPECTIVES
FOR THE AMERICAN
REVOLUTION

Speaker:
Tim Wohiforth,

National Secretayy,
Workers League

CHICAGO

FRI., DEC. 28

Little Flower
Grade School Gym
(81st & Honore)
7:30 PM

$1.00 Trade Unionists
.50 Youth and Unemployed

BETHLEHEM
THURS., JAN. 10
7:30 pm
Hotel Bethlehem
Lehigh Valley
Suite East
Admission 75 cents
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‘The Honest Cop

_Many fums have beenm.ade
concerning various aspects of
police activity, but there has

never before been one seriously

devoted to police corruption.
~Serpico, the  film about an
honest cop—whose posters are
plastered on virtually every
corner of New York  City—is
based on the true story of Frank
Serpico, an NYPD plainclothes
. polxceman who, as the story
goes, would not be bought.

The film begins with a
waunded ' Serpico "being franti-
cally driven to a hospital and
then delves back to the start of
his career as a policeman.

Al Pacino, playing the part of

Serpico as he transfers from one

precinct to the other, finding

more and more corruption,
every man on the force on the
take, beating his head against
the wall of bureaucracy which
knows full well about it and
refuses to do anything, per-
-forms the role of the man
against the system without the
usual wild-eyed fanatacism, but
with the air of a doomed man.
He knows, and says, the system
is corrupt and yet he persists
with the partial aid of a friend in
~another bureau fo try to expose
the incredible extent of corrup-

tion.

Starting out in the Bronx,
Serpico is exposed almost imme-
diately to the carelessness and
indifference of the department
in responding to any calls for
aid. His first night on duty, he
has to fight his superior officer
to take a call on a rape in pro-
gress. In the precinct, after
apprehending one of the youth
involved, through no help from
his supérlor officer, Serpico
quickly ex:ts to fill out forms
while the youth is ‘‘ques-
tioned'’—by being slapped
around and kicked in the sto-
mach, ’ ,

The brutality of his fellow offi-
cers is not out of disgust for the
crimes committed, as the film
intimidates at first. The same
desperate brutality is extended
to the gamblers who pay off the
cops, should the gambler miss a
payment.

In the Bronx, $800 a week from
the various gambling concerns is
about the usuval take per cop.
Since Serpico refuses to take
money, his partner saves it for
~him, just so Serpico will not get
a bad name with the rest of the
force.

Moved to the narcotics divi-
sion in Brooklyn, he is warned
explicitly by a gold badge detec-
tive that the Bronx cops made
peanuts in payoffs. Just three
cops in the narcotics squad in
Brooklyn take $120,000 a week
payoffs from just one dealer and
Serpico had better not interfere
with that. Serpico nods his head,
stubbornly refusing to go on the
take, while seeing his partners
do so and while knowing vir-
tually every other cop from the
patrolman on the beat to the
highest ranking officials accept
pavoffs as a way of life.

Serpico’s strange habits earn

him at first the distrust of his -

fellow cops: ‘‘Look, Frank, a cop
who doesn't take money just
can't be trusted.” After his
appearance before a Grand Jury
investigating his claims, they
earn him the hatred and fear of

tor, Serpico goes to The New
York Times. The ensuing publi-
city and the expectcd denuncia-
tions from the Police Com-
missioners office lead to the
mayor establishing the Knapp
Commission, a permanent com-
mittee to investigate charges of
police corruption.

In the end, Serpico is shot in
the face while attempting to
enter a dealer’s apartment.

This scene, which- portrays
Serpico’s ‘two partners as
standing frozen, knowingly
refusing aid ‘as Serpico shouts
for them to do something, has
prompted the threat of a lawsuit

against the producers by one of

the real Serpico’s partners.

Al Pacino’s talent evokes from
the audience the same sym-
pathy and hopelessness Serpico
feels for himself and the only
weak point of the film, which is
solidly produced in all aspects, is
that Serpico’s principles and
motives are never explained.

Serpico makes no attempt to
explain why he will not take
money, or for that matter, why
he even remains on the force in
the face of tremendous hostility
and knowing full well he will be
done in.

- Serpico is a film portrait of an
individual. It takes no sides, and
draws no conclusions. Almost
documentary-like, the film
exposes not police corruption,
which is taken for granted by
most, but shows us Serpico, the
man. Since the character’s
complexities and underlying
driving forces are ignored,
Serpico is somewhat of a sterile
figure.

Serpico, is, however, an
enjoyable and interesting film,
and Al Pacino is one of the few
young American actors who can

carry out an intense character

study successfully.

CORRECTION

“Minneapolis 1934-40,"
last issue, page 7, last col-
umn, paragraph 6, should
read: It is to Dobbs's credit,

PSA Strikers Fear

Layoffs After Strike

BY SHEILA BREHM

LOS ANGELES—The
strike of 1400 airline
workers against Pacific
Southwest Airlines
enters its second month
with the threat of lay-
offs looming.

Striking mechanics from
Teamsters Local 2707 want a
wage increase of 90 cents an
hour to give them parity with
other airline mechanics.

Several other airlines,
including Pan Am, TWA, and
United have already slashed
their flights and thrown thou-
sands out of work.

Flights for the San Diego
based airline were already cut
back on November 1 because of
the energy crisis, before the
strike began. A total of 900
flights per month were chopped,
with layoffs for. 100 flight
engineers, flight attendants, and
mechanics.

During the holiday season last
year, PSA flew 200 flights daily.
A spokesman at PSA head-
quarters, Terry Henry, reported

that with the cutbacks and the

strike, flights have been reduced
to around 115 a day.

OPERATE

Stewardesses. and pilots,
organized into a company union,
continue to operate the airline
along with supervisory per-
sonnel. )

Service has been completely
halted at Stockton, Long Beach,
Fresno and Ontario.

Strikers fear that once the
strike is settled, more layoffs
will occur. One picket told the
Bulletin: ‘It might be a rumor,
but we heard that flights in those
four cities will never be resumed
again.

“The corporations are really
taking advantage of this energy

crisis and making us suffer.”

Terry Henry denied that plans
were in the making for more
layoffs and_said: ‘“PSA’s main

concern is to keep the fhghts
operating during the strike.”
He said it was his opinion that

Plckét in front of Safeways. See our report, page

the strike could continue until
mid-January. ,

Strikers are getting impatient
and one picket complained: “We
are being kept in the dark. I do
not like the way our union lets
other workers cross our line.”

UTC Will Lay Off 218 Workers

BY MARTY MORAN

SUNNYVALE, Calif.—

United Technology Center
(UTC) here and in Coyote an-
nounced 218 layoffs of scien-
tific researchers and produc-
tion workers.

A $106 million contract to
research and develop the engine
for the space shuttle was
awarded by the National Aero-
nautical and Space Adminis-
tration to Thiokol Corporation
instead of UTC, which was the
other major contractor.

Earlier this fall, the award of
the contract for the Titan C-4
rocket engine to Thiokol forced
UTC to lay off 100 workers.

The remaining 1000 workers at
the two facilities face the im-
mediate prospect of further
layoffs. The company is hanging
“on to an old contract to produce
the Titan 111-C engine, but
orders have _declined.

Company officials told
workers earlier that either the
Titan C-4 or the space shuttle
contracts would have to come

through to maintain employ-
ment. '

Thiokol Corp. is headquar-
tered in Brigham City, Utah, and
is completely nonunion, while
UTC’s Coyote production facility
is organized by the Inter-
national Union of Electrical
Workers.

As the market for aerospace
dries up, the government is
systematically bankrupting
unionized companies on the West
Coast, such as Lockheed, UTC,
and Aerojet, in favor of runaway
plants like Thiokol.

National

Perfect for
Christmas Gifts

A Pictorial History
of American Labor

By William Cahn. Contains over 750
illustrations,
drawings, documents, portraits and
photographs. Traces the develop-
ment of the American labor move-
ment from colonial times to the
present. Detailed text and many rare
pictures document the struggles of the
Labor Union,
Labor, AFL and the CIO. $12.50

R 1

including woodcuts,

Knights of

and to Skoglund’'s credit
who fought to train him as a
party man, that he did do
this.

any precinct he works with.

In. his desperate attempts to
make his claims known, with the
‘aid of his friend and an inspec-

Labor Publications
135 W. 14 8t.
N.Y. 10011




~ Bay Area carpenters on the picket line told the B
it, they should resign and let the rank and file take over the iacilmes of the local.”

IBT lleads Weaken

lead

Local 888 Drivers

BY TED BAKER

. OAKLAND—In an act
of unprecedented strike-
breaking, eleven
members of Teamster
beer drivers Local 888
have been sent back to
work.

According to Steve Conhan,
attorney for all beer dis-
tributing companies: ‘“We
agreed to take them back if
they made unconditional
applications for reem-
ployment.

“Technically- speaking, they
have forsaken the strike, and are
working without a union
contract.”

The drivers were accom-
panied by Local 888 President
Bob Biggins when they returned
to work on Monday.

FINAL DECISIONS

This action took place as final

decisions on union challenges to

NLRB decertification elections

- were being made in Washing-
ton. Decisions by the regional
labor relations board against
union challenges at RJ Fossi in
San Rafael, and Mark Stein in
Pittsburgh, were upheld this
week by the NLRB in Washing-
ton.

At .least 20 other regional
office rulings against the union
will be decided in the next few
weeks, Most are decertification

“elections challenged by the
unions because scabs were
allowed to vote.

Besides RJ Fossi and Mark
Stein, Pittsburgh, Concord

Beverages and Coors in-

Hayward have been officially
- decertified. New decertification
elections have been scheduled
already at Mark Stein in Oakland
for January 8 and are expected
. to be scheduled at United Bever-
ages, East Bay Beverages and
-Lloyd’s distributing for the same

time. '

Local 888 officials would make
no comment however on these
latest moves when questioned by
. the Bulletin and claimed that

- negotiations had been reopened.

This was flatly denied by
Conhan, who said the distri-
butors have ‘‘absolutely not”
reopened negotiations, and have
no intentions of doing so. Union
members have been kept in the
dark by union leaders on the new
developments.

One member told the Bulle-
tin: “I do not know- any more
than you do, they do not tell us
anything,

‘“‘Biggins was down there in
Union City, but nobody knows
what happened except that they
fired the scabs and hired back
our men. They let our. men come
back because of our unfair labor
practices suit, but they have not
signed anything, no contract. We
do not even know if there are
negotiations.”

-

MIRACLES -

Another member said: “We
will have to wait to see what
happens with Union City, but
after what happened to us with
San Francisco, I am not ex-
pecting any miracles.”

The beer drivers strike and the
survival of Local 888 in the East
Bay now hang in the_balance.
With decertification emment
the union must now bring the
rest of the Teamsters and the
labor movement in the Bay Area
to its’ defense

- penters unions,
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Courts Act
Against SF

BY TIM NELSON
SAN FRANCIS-
CO—As the courts move
in to cripple the north-
ern California car-
the
striking carpenters con-
tinue to strengthen the
wildcat against the Con-
struction Industry Sta-

bilization Committee.

Over a dozen major sites in

San Francisco have been
forced to .completely shut
down because the other
trades have run out of work
without carpenters on the
job.

The Associated General
Contractors are suing for $50,000
a day in damages. The only
defense of Victor Van Borg, the
carpenters’ lawyer is to stall. By
placing the entire defense in Van
Borg’s hands, the union leaders
are leaving the carpenters at the
mercy of the courts.

On Tuesday, Business Agents
AJ Melton, Max Vance, and Sam

San Jose Truckers
Lose 3 Days Pay

BY ALLEN SALTER

SAN JOSE, Cal.—Every
weekend, truck. drivers
coming into San Jose grind to
a halt waiting for the Arco
diesel fuel stop to reopen on
Monday morning. The week-
end shutdowns have now been
announced as being per-
manent. This means many
drivers now suffer a three
day pay cut.

One independent driver said:

Clerks Back Butchers

' BY BARRY GREY

SAN FRANCISCO—The

- statewide strike by butchers
against Safeway, Lucky and
several other major food

- chains has . entered into its
third week.

Federal mediators have
repeatedly predicted ‘an im-
minent settlement in ‘northern

. California, but the actual state of
negotiations has been kept
secret from the ranks.

The main demands in the
- strike are for a ban on cen-
tralized meat cutting and
wrapping, and an unlimited cost
of living escalator.

In southern California, the
strike is being weakened by the

refusal of the retail clerks lead-.

ership to call upon the ranks not
to cross the butchers’ picket
lines.

- SUING ,
The Food Employers Council
is suing the union in southern

California, claiming $25,000
worth of vandalism each day.

In northern California, the
clerks are refusing to cross the
butchers’ picket lines. Safeway.
has shut down three stores in San
Francisco and has moved the
stock from these stores to supply
the rest which are being kept
open by means of managerial
help and scabs. -

A picket at the Safeway in the
Mission district of San Fran-
cisco told the Bulletin that there

~ are rumors that Safeway intends

to keep the three stores closed
for good after the strike.

She said: ““I think Safeway
wants to take over this country,
period.”’ a

The union leadership is trying
to reach a separate agreement
for northern California. This
would leave the butchers in the
south in an extremely vulner-
able position. The unity of the
strike must be maintained state-
wide until all the demands are
met.

“You just cannot get gas. It is
not just the price you are paying,
which is bad enough, but now
they are just closing down the
stop every weekend.

“I just do not know what is
going to happen. I will not be
able to make it the way things
are going.”

Most drivers felt that a two day
national truck stoppage was not
enough. A driver from Denver
stated: “What I think we need is
for the Teamsters and the
independents to go out together.
But the union leaders are against
us. 300 drivers shutting down
cannot stop Nixon. This fight
going on must involve every
workingman, union or not.”’

Most of the truckers have been
extremely angered over the
press coverage which has been
aimed at calling the rebelling
drivers criminals.

“They are trying to take the
pressure off Nixon and put it on

S. .

“I voted for Nixon, but now I
am sorry I did. ‘It is leading
towards dictatorship.

“What they did in England,
that three day week, I think
Nixon is going to do it here. You

‘can really see it coming.”

Fitzsimmons has been forced
to call for a reopening of the
master freight agreement
because of the resistance of
Teamsters and independents to
the higher fuel prices and the
cuts in pay.

Fitzsimmons said the pay by
distance formula has to be rene-
gotiated to take into account
Nixon’s imposed 55 mph speed
limit.

fWILL NOT MISS A
§SINGLE ISSUE OF'

Carpenters

: Garcié of Locals 34, 1408 and -
_Eureka respectively, plus the

locals themselves, were cited for
contempt of court. They must '
face these charges at a hearing
Friday where fines and jail
terms could be imposed.

Officials continue to refuse to
sanction the strike, despite
mounting support for the
carpenters from the other
trades. Other trades have
chipped in to support the strike
financially, establishing a strike
fund of five dollars per day for

- each picket.

FLYING SQUAD
A picket on the San Francisco
flying squad told the Bulletin:
“If the officials do not come out
and lead it, they should resign
and let the rank and file take
over the facilitibs of the local.”
The main support for the union

-officials comes from the Carpen-

ters for a Stronger Union, which
has played a leading role in the
strike.

Together with the bureau-
crats, they have desperately at-
tempted to isolate the Trade
Union Alliance for a Labor
Party, exclude its supporters
from open meetings, and prevent
the men from reading the Bulle-
tin by physical threats against
Bulletin salesmen.

TUALP
The Trade Union Alliance for a
Labor Party is calling for: im-
mediate strike sanction to bring
out all trades and shut down the
46 northern California ‘counties;
send delegations to all unions in

"northern California calling for a

massive labor demonstration to
call for a Congress of Labor to
kick Nixon out and build a labor

party.

IT IS TIME ]
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Lariabor de esta columna es la con- |
ucion de un nuevo hderam_r
se'obrera Es paor ello que nesecita- |
s el apcyo de todos los obreros

aspanos en,;desarmuar esta caly !

Preparacmn Para La Lucha

La Primera Conferencia Regional de la Costa del Este de la
Juventud Socialista (brazo Juvenil de la Liga Obrera) cele-
brada el pasado sabado 15 de diciembre, sefiala un paso de
grantranscendencia en la construccion de un nuevo liderato en
la clase obrera y la juventud.

Esta conferencia que tomo lugar en un periodo en el cual el
gobierno esta atacando ios derechos basicos de la clase obrera
y la juventud, presento a través de la asistencia de cientos de
jovenes y trabajadores que estos no han de permitir que sus
derechos sean destruidos. i

La campana que la Juventud Socialista ha de llevar en contra
del desempleo fue recibida con gran entusiasmo por los alli
presentes. Esta campaia que ha de comenzar en la seccion de
Brooklyn conocida por Bedford-Stuyvesant, llevara su primera
marcha el dia 26 de enero. :

Se organizaran marchas por todos los estados y comuni-
dades mas afectados por el desempleo, en particular en las
ciudades de Detroit, Cleveland, Boston, Philadelphia donde el
desempleo en auto e industrias de textiles se ha concentrado
mas severamente. -

Washington, D.C. frente a las oficinas centrales de la AFL-CIO
(unién internacional, bajo la cual se han organizado més de 22
millones de trabajadores).

"pals en los cuales cientos de miles de trabajadores con afios de
experiencia han sido despedidos indefinitivamente y que de
acuerdo con los planes del gobierno los préximos meses seran
millones los que se enfrentaran a esta situacion de desempleo,

urgencia.

_Ante la imposSibilidad del gobierno de proveer un trabajo a
estos obreros adultos, las oportunidades de la juventud por un
trabajo decente son nulas.

Es este periodo de crisis capitalista, la que por un lado ataca
el derecho a un trabajo y por otro aumenta en forma
astronomica los precios, crea las condicciones para la unidad
entre los trabajadores adultos y los jovenes.

Fue este entendimiento por parte de los jovenes que contri-
buyeron a la discusién, la gran fortaleza con que se llevo a cabo
la conferencia.

Esta campafa en contra del desempleo no son marchas de
protestas para presionar al gobierno o rogarles a los
politiqueros que intercedan a favor de los desempleados, son
marchas para organizar un movimiento masivo de la clase
obreray la juventud y prepararlos politicamente en la lucha por
‘la construccion de un partido obrero y un liderato revolu-
cionario.

A través de estas marchas lucharemos por el apoyo de las
uniones para que estan actuen en contra del desempleo, ya
que son las uniones el principal blanco de ataque del gobierno.
Es solo la lucha de los trabajadores conjuntamente con la
juventud las que pueden ponerle fin a los ataques del gobierno.

La unidad en la lucha entre la juventud y |a clase obrera due
uno de los puntos mas discutidos en la conferencia. La contri-
buciones sefialaron un cambio cualitativo en la forma de
pensar de estos jovenes. Los puntos principales en la discusion
estaban basados.como construimos un movimiento masivo y
como cambiar el modo de pensar de los trabajadores.

Chino, un estudiante de la Universidad de Brooklyn pregunt6
(Como vamos luchar dentro de las uniones si el actual
liderato 'de ‘las uniones esta vendido con el gobierno? Esta
pregunta fue contestada por varios jovenes trabajadores que
presentaron las experiencias en sus uniones.

Patricia, una joven trabajadora del 4rea de Nueva York dijo:
“Nosotros no. solo estamos luchando por los jovenes, los
obreros adultos tambien quieren luchar. Tenemos que unirnos
con ellos. En mi union, estamos supuestos a tener un nuevo
contrato y en una reunién, los lideres de la unién nos dijeron los
que ibamos a conseguir en el contrato para tratar de que no
discutiesemos. Muchos de los trabajadores adultos no
estuvieron de acuerdo con eso, pero no saben como luchar en
contra."”

Es cierto que. los actuales lideres de las uniones estan
vendidos, pero las condiciones reales a las que se enfrentan los
trabajadores en las uniones prepara el terreno para que se
construya un liderato revolucionario en contra de la bancarrota
de estos burécratas sindicales.

La determinacién de lucha de estos jovenes demostrada en
la conferencia es esencial en la construccion de un movi-
miento revolucionario y a la vez a través de su lucha, poder
traer los elementos mas conscientes y militantes de la clase
obrera hacia el partido revolucionario.

La campafa de la Juventud Socialista esta basada en las
demandas de que las uniones se movilizen para sacar a Nixon
del poder y todos sus compiches incluyendo a Gerald Ford
(nuevo. vice-presidente) del poder y que se construya un
partido obrero como alternativa de clase.

Esta camparia en contra del desempleo comenzara de inme-
diato en todas las comunidades. Todo trabajador y joven debe
de unirse y apoyar tal campafa como unica forma de luchar
por.sus derechos basicos y construir un partido obrero en
contra de las medidas del-gobierno. .

_lucia rivera—

Esta campafa culminard con una marcha el 16 de marzo en

Con el creciente desempleo en las industrias basicas del

la~campafa en contra. del desempleo tiene un caracter de

AR
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1199 Deadlocked

BY A REPORTER

The refusal of the
leadership of Local 1199,
Drug and Hospital

~ Workers Union, to chal-

lenge the government is
resulting in a bitter and
protracted fight for
union recognition at

George Washington

University Hospital in
Washington DC.

The 45 workers who were
suspended the first week of
December for a sit-in demon-
stration in the hospital lobby
are back but there is no
guarantee they will be paid
for the five days they missed.

Another 24 who were fired for
the same action have not re-

turned and the union is,

conducting a fund raising

campaign to help support them.
Workers at this hospital are
now entering the nineteenth
month of their struggle to
organize a union at Georgetown.
‘The administration tried to
prevent a union election by
demanding to see all the union
cards signed by the employees.
They rejected Local 1199’s offer
to turn the cards over to the
American Arbitration Board.

The hospitals will not
recognize the union on the
grounds that it is a ‘‘non-profit”
organization and is thus exempt
from the National Labor Rela-
tions Act. It refuses to meet with
any union committee.

The hospital continues to
claim that 1199 does not Lave a
majority even though over 400
workers (more than 50 percent)
have signed 1199 cards.

The 1199 leadership has
organized no action to take this
struggle forward and has

In Washington DC

resumed its original activities of
getting more cards signed. A
union meeting on the firings and
suspensions will not be held until
January 23.

These are the policies of 1199
President Leon Davis which led
to the betrayal of the New York
hospital strike where workers
were forced back with a wage
cut.

At the point when the
government begins arrests and
threatens legal fines and injunc-
tions Davis refuses to politically
fight the government.

The attitude of local organizer
Herle Quinn is that the union did
not expect the hospital “to go so
far.”

What is needed now is not
more protests, petitions and
rallies but a campaign to unite
the labor movement against all
the anti-labor laws that are
being used to deny hospital
workers their right to organize.

BRITAIN . ..

(Continued From Page 1)

of the Trades Union Congress to
call an emergency congress of
the labor movement to organize
opposition to the Tories.

Instead, the TUC leaders at-
tended a conference of the Na-
tional Economic Development
Council—a corporate state
planning organization—at-
tended by Prime Minister Heath.

The developments in England
are of burning importance to the
American working class; for in
Britain, every worker can see
the shape of future develop-
ments in the United States.

The crisis of British
capitalism is the highest ex-
pression of the international
crisis of the system which is cen-
tered in the United States, the
source of the world inflation that
prepared the breakdown of the
postwar monetary system.

The Tories are trying, as
Nixon- is attempting here, to
place the full weight of the
collapse of British capitalism on
the backs of the working class.
This is clearly revealed in the
emergency budget introduced
Monday by Tory Minister
Anthony Barber, which is a blue-
print for the impoverishment of
British workers.

The highlights of this budget
are:

oCredit restrictions on the
purchase of cars, radios, and
television;

*A $600 million cut in capital
spending for the nationalized
industries;

eAnother $420 million cut in
education and $256 million cut in
health services;

eVast cutbacks in private
loans from banks and finance
houses.

ECONOMY

The state of the British
economy was described by the
London Times, the authoritative
voice of the ruling class:

‘“‘Exports will fall; import
prices will rise; unemployment
will soar; many companies will
go into liquidation or bank-
ruptcy; and Britain will gradu-
ally slow to a standstill.”

Throughout the labor
movement, demand is building
up for the mobilization of the
entire working class behind the
miners in a campaign to bring
down the Tories.

Local branches of powerful
unions like the Amalgamated
Union of Electrical- Workers

.
B

have forwarded such resolu-
tions to the Trades Union
Congress.

National Union of Miners
Chairman William Anderson told

the Workers Press, daily organ
of the Workers Revolutionary:

Party: ‘“There’s got to be a
confrontation with the govern-
ment. The government says
there’s no increase above Phase
Three, so obviously we’re in a
confrontation with them. .
“The men are not prepared to
give in: If it means the resigna-
tion of the government to get
their demands—so much the
better.”’
Only the Workers
Revolutionary Party, British
section of the International Com-
mittee of the Fourth Inter-
national, has waged a campaign
throughout the working class for
industrial action to force the
resignation of the Tories and to
return the Labour Party to
_power pledged to socialist
policies.

The Stalinists of the British
Communist Party are opposed to

STATEMENT . ..

(Continued From Page 1)

against Nixon.

The FBI is not only involved in
sending its agents directly into
an organization but also seeks to
use one. leftist organization to
destroy and disrupt another.

LABOR COMMITTEE

This is the only conclusion we
can draw from the provocative
actions of the Labor Committee
who have gone over from
debating political differences to
physical attacks against
meetings of the SWP and the

- Communist Party, and the

attempts of the Spartacist
League to disrupt our public
meetings. .

At the founding meeting of the

new Workers League and Young

Socialists branches of Cleveland .

at the East Cleveland. YMCA,
Spartacist members, after being
barred from entering the
meeting, stood outside shouting
slanders and grabbing those who
tried to enter.

We cannot consider it a mere
coincidence that one week later,
an FBI agent visited the same
YMCA and from then on we were
banned from using its facilities.

We moved to the Cleveland
YWCA, where another meeting
was held December 13. Spar-
tacist entered the meeting by

bringing down the Tories. Mick
McGahey, a CP leader and vice-
president of the National Union
of Miners, recently declared:
“I'm only conducting an econo-
mic struggle at this stage.”

Events in Britain show very
clearly that the question of the
political struggle for power will
be posed in every advanced
industrial country.

It is for this reason that
American workers must now
construct the labor party as the
political alternative to Nixon as
they come into conflict with this
government.

The fight for the building of a
labor party requires the con-
struction of a Marxist lead-
ership in the working class as it
enters these decisive struggles.

We call on all workers and
youth to support the campaign
launched by the Young Socialists
against unemployment by
participating in the marches that
are now being scheduled and by
joining the Workers League and
the Young Socialists.

force and had to be physically

-removed. They continued to

make a disturbance in the lobby
outside the meeting, creating the
conditions where the police
could use the incident to prevent
us from holding meetings
anywhere in the area.

Police agents are obviously
using the most frenzied and de-
generate middle class groups
like Spartacist and the Labor
Committee as a vehicle to break
up any serious opposition to the
government.

While we do not question the
sincerity " of those individual
members of these movements,
we warn them that the unprin-

- cipled and factional atmosphere

in these organizations provide a
haven for police elements who
want confrontations.

We call on the SWP to
condemn the activities of Gerry
Lawless in Britain, especially in
light of the latest bomb attacks
and the state of emergency in
“Britain.

We urge the Spartacist League
and the Labor Committee to
reconsider their present policy of
disrupting our meetings and to
look at whose interests these
actions are serving.
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