Bul

Twice-Weekly Organ of the Central Committee of the Workers League
VOLUME NINE NUMBER FIFTY ONE 326

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1973

pposition Grows To Nixon-Woodcock Deal
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Construction workers have shut down major sites in the Bay Area of California in an offensive against Nixon's
Construction Industry Stabilization Committee, which cut a raise won two years ago. See our report, page 11.

Nixon’s Southern Drive Meets Resistance

BY MELODY FARROW

Richard Nixon’s
Saturday night press
conference in which he
repeated that he would
not resign is part of a
desperate counteroffen-
sive launched to hang on
to the presidency.

But even in Macon, Geor-

gia, where Nixon has gone to
rally support, he was met
with a demonstration by stu-
dents at Mercer University
chanting ‘“‘Out Now’’ and
“Impeach Nixon.”

In his press conference, Nixon
had to make the unprecedented
statement “I’'m not a crook’ on
nationwide television and admit
several times that many people
will not believe him.

Stating that it was time the

Building The Bulletin

We have 2044 subs towards our
goal of 3000 by Dec. 1, getting 896

this week. Saturday, NY
branches sold 343 subs in E. Flat-
bush, receiving a great response
to the new pamphlet The Case
For A Labor Party, seiling 270.

In the Spanish-speaking
community of Camden, NJ
Thursday, a team sold 103 subs
because of the Spanish column.

The Philadelphia trailblazers

have finished their two-week
drive with a total of 1025 subsg,
laying the base for new branches
in South and West Philadelphia,
Camden, and Reading, Pa.

We have 417 Young Socialist
subs towards our goal of 500, 325
coming in this week.

We can reach Bulletinand YS
goals a week early and then go
way over.

Watergate case was ‘‘brought to
a conclusion,” Nixon began a
series of pathetic explanations
for the scandals that have rocked
his government.

He admitted that he had paid
only ‘“‘nominal”’ income tax,
$792 in 1970 and $878 in 1971,
because he discovered his vice-
presidential papers were tax de-
ductible and turned out to be
worth $500,000.

He admitted that he has inter-
fered with the antitrust suit
against ITT because he thought
large corporations were needed
to compete against European
cartels.

He spent at least 10 minutes
apologizing for a poor Sony tape
system which he claimed was
why some of the most essential
Watergate recordings were of
such poor quality.

A few days earlier, in front of
a massive neon-lighted Ameri-
can flag, Nixon told 3000

(Continued On Page 12)
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GM RANKS WALK OUT
AGAINST SETTLEMENT

BY DAVID NORTH
DETROIT—Production at the GM assembly
plant in Framingham, Massachusetts shut down
precisely at 10 am as 300 members of Local 422
began strike action in spite of the settlement made
this morning between United Auto Workers Presi-
dent Leonard Woodcock and General Motors.

Local 422 member John
Vieira called the contract
“bad’’ and added: ‘‘This local
sure won’t ratify it. The
younger worker got nothing.”

Vieira said the strike
expressed the anger of the men
with the settlement and that he
doubts if the men will even show
up for the second shift.

Most workers have not even
seen the contract yet. This
contract is on the pattern of the 3
percent wage deal that was
forced on the Chrysler workers.

UAW officials are patrolling
plants throughout the country
this morning, attempting to
avert walkouts in defiance of the
tentative contract agreement.

‘‘Everybody was pretty
worked up here for a strike and
they are very disappointed,”” ad-
mitted a UAW officer at the
Chevrolet Local 235, whose 6000
members had been prepared to
strike if there had been no settle-
ment.

George Robertson, president
of the local, said that the union
officials had been told to ‘‘be on
guard to prevent a walkout.”

The reaction of workers in two
major Lordstown plants to news
of the settlement was reported
to be bitter.

Woodcock called the contract
‘“a tremendous contribution to
the national economy at a time
of great uncertainty.” He re-
fused later to answer questions
demanding an explanation of
what he meant by ‘‘contri-
bution.”

When asked by a Bulletin
reporter why Woodcock, after
having called for the impeach-
ment of Nixon, remains an ad-
visor to his Cost of Living
Council, and has agreed to con-
tracts for nearly one million
workers that accepts Nixon's
wage controls, Woodcock said:
“I am running a union, and not a
revolution.”

General Motors executives
were exuberant over the con-
tract. They smiled broadly when
they said that the contract was
“Good for the country, and it’s
good for the company.”

This is the position of the trade
union leadership in this country.
They begin not with the needs of
their members, but with pre-
serving the profits of the
corporations.

Woodcock knows that any
strike over wages today im-
mediately poses a political chal-
lenge to Nixon. Woodcock, like
hospital workers’ president Leon
Davis, is determined to accept
Nixon’'s attacks on the unions
rather than mobilize the
strength of the working classina
political fight against the gov-
ernment.

A nationwide strike in auto at
this time can unite and begin to
mobilize a mass movement of
workers that has the power to
force Nixon to resign.

The urgent task now facing
auto workers is the organization
of forces in the UAW that will
now fight to reject this contract
and for a nationwide auto strike.
At the center of this struggle
must be the demand that the
UAW act on its resolution for
Nixon's impeachment by calling
massive demonstrations with
the AFL-CIO in every major city
demanding Nixon resign and that
a Congress of Labor be called to
immediately construct a labor
party as the only alternative to
Nixon.

In The Weekend

Edition:

*Special report by
David North from Detroit
on the growing rebellion of
auto workers against the
Woodcock contract.

*Exclusive Photo Fea-
ture by John Spencer,
foreign editor of the
Workers Press in Eng-
land, of Egyptian troops
after their victory in the
Sinai Peninsula.
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DETROIT—Production at the GM assembly
plant in Framingham, Massachusetts shut down
precisely at 10 am as 300 members of Local 422
began strike action in spite of the settlement made
this morning between United Auto Workers Presi-
dent Leonard Woodcock and General Motors.

Local 422 member John
Vieira called the contract
“bad’’ and added: ‘“This local
sure won’t ratify it. The

| younger worker got nothing.”

Vieira §aid the strike
expressed the anger of the men
with the settlement and that he
doubts if the men will even show
up for the second shift.

- Most workers have not even
seen the contract yet. This
contract is on the pattern of the 3
percent wage deal that was
forced on the Chrysler workers.

UAW officials are patrolling
plants throughout the country
this morning, attempting to
avert walkouts in defiance of the
tentative contract agreement.

‘‘Everybody was pretty
worked up here for a strike and
they are very disappointed,” ad-
mitted a UAW officer at the
Chevrolet Local 235, whose 6000
members had been prepared to
strike if there had been no settle-
ment.

George Robertson, president
of the local, said that the union
officials had been told to ‘‘be on
guard to prevent a walkout.”

The reaction of workers in two
major Lordstown plants to news
of the settlement was reported
to be bitter.

Woodcock called the contract
“a tremendous contribution to
the national economy at a time
of great uncertainty.”’ He re-
fused later to answer questions
demanding an explanation of
what he meant by ‘‘contri-
bution.”

When asked by a Bulletin
reporter why Woodcock, after
having called for the impeach-
ment of Nixon, remains an ad-
visor to his Cost of Living
Council, and has agreed to con-
tracts for nearly one million
workers that accepts Nixon’s
wage controls, Woodcock said:
“I am running a union, and not a
revolution.”’ '

General Motors executives
were exuberant over the con-
tract. They smiled broadly when
they said that the contract was
“Good for the country, and it’s
good for the company.”

This is the position of the trade
union leadership in this country.
They begin not with the needs of
their members, but with pre-
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oodcock knows that any
strike over wages today im-
mediately poses a political chal-
lenge to Nixon. Woodcock, like
hospital workers’ president Leon
Davis, is determined to accept
Nixon’s attacks on the unions
rather than mobilize the
strength of the working class ina
political fight against the gov-
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A nationwide strike in auto at
this time can unite and begin to
mobilize a mass movement of
workers that has the power to
force Nixon to resign.

The urgent task now facing
auto workers is the organization
of forces in the UAW that will
now fight to reject this contract
and for a nationwide auto strike.
At the center of this struggle
must be the demand that the
UAW act on its resolution for
Nixon’s impeachment by calling
massive demonstrations with
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party as the only alternative to
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The founding of the Workers Revolutionary Party in
Britain is a historic step forward for the international
working class. It marks a turning point in the struggle
for building revolutionary parties throughout the world
and a new stage of development of the Trotskyist move-
ment.

The founding of the Workers Revolutionary Party
was based above all on the new objective situation.
After 30 years in which the economic and political
contradictions of the capitalist system have been

- covered over by the infla-
tionary boom, they are
w at now totally exposed by
w the enormous growth of
ink
Thln expressed in the oil
blockade has struck enor-
mous blows against the major capitalist countries
deepening their economic and political crisis.

The working class is now brought together in every
country into massive struggles producing conditions for
world revolution.

The world economic crisis of capitalism has pro-
duced a historic change in Britain which makes a class
confrontation between the working class and the Tory

government, which raises the question of power, ine-

vitable.
Only a week after the founding conference of the

Workers Revolutionary Party, Prime Minister Heath
declared a state of emergency and took drastic

\Ineasures to try to deal with the rapidly deteriorating

ful movement of the
working class in every
country.

The colonial revolution

inflation and the power-

“A Step Forward For The International Working Class

economic situation in Britain.

Heath has taken broad powers to attack the working
class which is fighting to defend its living standards
and rights. Heath’s actions came as miners began
action banning overtime.

The ferocity of this attack flows directly from the
inflationary crisis of capitalism on a world scale. The
devaluation of the dollar and the US trade war against
Europe is now strangling British capitalism.

The Heath government has now been unable to
resolve anything because of the enormous resistance of
the working class.

Each day now that the crisis is aggravated further,
the ruling class prepares more ruthlessly to smash the
working class and move towards dictatorial forms of
rule.

In this situation, the role of the trade union leaders

and the leaders of the Labour Party has been to aid in
the attacks of the Tory government. These leaders
allowed anti-union laws to be passed and collaborated
with the government to bring in the laws controlling
wages.

The Stalinists in the Communist Party have covered
up for every betrayal of the union leaders, avoiding at
every point the political demands to mobilize the
working class in a campaign to bring down the Tory
government.

This is why the launching of the WRP to provide
alternative leadership for the working class that is
strong and determined to defeat these attacks was so
urgently necessary.

. The launching of the WRP is a vindication of the
whole struggle of the International Committee of the
Fourth International. In 1938, the Fourth International
was founded because of the betrayals of Stalinism.

W

Its founding document called for the construction of
mass independent revolutionary parties, but condi-
tions remained extremely unfavorable for this task for
a whole generation. The long and bitter struggle of
Trotsky and the Fourth International to build parties
independent of the Stalinist bureaucracy now coincides
with the immediate and inescapable needs of the
working class itself.

Without this leadership, the working class would be
thrown into struggles where the Stalinists would lead
the working class into another Chile.

The period since 1959, when the Socialist Labour
League was formed, until 1973 has been an essential
period of training and building up of resources for this
period. This was made possible only through an uncom-
promising struggle against revisionism, particularly
the struggle against Pabloism which said that it was no
longer necessary to construct a Trotskyist movement.

Above all, the WRP has been built on the basis of
developing dialectical materialism, fighting for
Marxism with the new forces thrown up by the changes
in the crisis.

The most vital part of the political preparations for
the transformation of the Socialist Labour League has
been the training of Marxist cadres within the working
class. .

The WRP has based itself on the strength of the
working class in a struggle to break the working class
free from the spontaneous levels of struggle.

The question facing the British working class as well
as the working class through out the world is the
struggle for power. The launching of the WRP now
gives a lead to workers in the US and throughout the
world in building a leadership that can defeat capi-
talism and establish a socialist society. )

ltalian Leftists

On Fascist
Death List

‘BY A CORRESPONDENT

The discovery of the death list of a fascist or-
ganization in Italy reveals the real danger of a
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right-wing military takeover.

The death list includes 1617
people, mainly left-wing
leaders and politicians,
whose names and ‘‘sen-
tences”’ are made out on a
printed form.

Among the fascists’ main
targets are Enrico Berlinguer,
general secretary of the Italian
Communist Party and Pietro
Nenni, leader of the Socialist
Party.

Four people have been
arrested in Northern Italy in
connection with the plot. They
are being charged with pre-
paring an ultra-rightist take-
over and of robberies they
carried out to raise funds.

The main leader, a physician
from La Spezia, was a volunteer
in the German navy and is known
to have numerous connections to
neo-Nazis in West Germany.

Prince Junio Valeric
Borghese, known as the “Black
Prince,” is believed to be the
real mastermind of the conspi-
racy which is so far to the right
that even Giorgio Almirante,
leader of the fascist Italian
Social Movement (MSI), and the
Christian Democratic Interior
Minister are marked for
assassination. '

Despite this warning, Ber-
lingeur has just reaffirmed that
the Italian CP will follow the
same Stalinist policies that
enabled the fascists to take
power in Chile.

In several recent articles in

their press, Berlinguer argues
that the Italian left parties,
‘“even if they succeeded in
winning 51 percent of the vote
and parliamentary representa-
tion,” would not be able to form
a government.

‘It is more and more urgent to
work for what could be defined
as the great new ‘historic
compromise’ which gathers and
represents the great majority of
the Italian people.”

This compromise is the same
compromise Allende made in
Chile with the Christian Demo-
crats who later allied with the
military to overthrow him and
murder and jail thousands of
workers.

Banks Aid

All the major American
banks are sending millions of
dollars in loans to help
support the fascist military
dictatorship that took power
in Chile in September.

Manufacturers Hanover Trust
Company has announced it is ex-
tending a $24 million loan to the
Banco de Chile and another $20
million to the Chilean Central
Bank.

Eight to ten US banks and two
Canadian banks are making
short term commercial loans
totalling $150 million.

The Chilean junta has pledged
to honor the foreign debt which
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After receiving layoff notices, 1750 men and women who have occupied their plant, Triumph Meriden in

England, set up a mass picket. Occupation leader Dennis Johnson declared, “We will definitely win.”

Avustralian Trotskyists
Launch Workers News

The Socialist Labour

BY A CORRESPONDENT
League of Australia launched its weekly paper,

Workers News, at a rally attended by 120 trade unionists and youth in Sydney

on November 2.

Workers News replaces
their bi-monthly paper
Labour Press.

Jim Mulgrew, national secret-
ary of the SLL, told the meeting

Chile Junta

has reached nearly $3.5 billion
and to resume negotiations on
compensation with the Ameri-
can copper companies.

Manuel Vinagre, head of the
Banco de Chile before Allende
was elected in 1970, and a trusted
friend of American bankers, has
just been reinstated.

A continuous witch-hunt to
‘“reorganize”’ the universities
has led to the suspension of 6000
students and hundreds of pro-
fessors at the University of Chile
and the University of Con-
cepcion.

Each department is assigned a
“prosecutor’’ who hears-denun-
ciations of leftist students who
are not allowed to face their ac-
cuser. Troops with submachine
guns patrol the campus.

There are growing signs that a
guerrilla movement is develop-
ing. On November 10, 15 men at-
tacked an army barracks at
,Temuco to seize arms. General
Pinochet, the junta’s leader,
claims seven were killed.

that the Workers News, the first
Trotskyist weekly in Australia,
is produced in a period when, in
the wake of Nixon's economic
measures, we can lead the
coming revolutionary struggles.

Saluting the papers of other
sections of the International
Committee of the Fourth Inter-
national, Mulgrew said the SLL’s
paper stands on principle and
will not compromise with Stalin-
ism or centrism.

While the Stalinists have had
53 years to build a counter-
revolutionary apparatus,
Workers News was built in less
than two years.

WAGE FREEZE
Since the Australian Labour
Party, headed by Gough Whit-
lam, came to power in the last
election, its policy has been to
collaborate with the Liberals
and to introduce a wage freeze.
Whitlam faces a tremendous
crisis. A wave of strikes has hit

-the electric power industry and

transportation.

Whitlam has scheduled a
referendum on December 8 on
prices and wages control. The
leadership of the Australian
Council of Trade Unions has pub-
licly opposed this.

““As the working class comes
forward to fight Whitlam, we

will be there to do the job on
Whitlam and by so doing to
prepare to do the job on the
Liberals when they come back,”
Mulgrew said.

Liberal Premier of New South
Wales, Sir Robert Askins, is
campaigning against the Labour
Party in the state election on
November 17 on a platform to
reintroduce a 1949 Emergency
Powers Act established to break
strikes and is saying if Labour
wins the NSW election, they will
introduce a 35 hour week.

Val Murphy, speaking for the
Young Socialists National
Executive, pledged that all the
Young Socialist branches would
be in the forefront of the struggle
to build the sales of Workers
News.

The meeting set a goal of
$20,000 for the Weekly Press
Fund and a Monthly Fund of $500
in order to expand to a 12 page
weekly. The collection raised
$174.84 at the rally.

Since its publication, the
Workers News has outsold every
other working class paper in
Australia. The SLL will now turn
outwards to the thousands of
workers and youth turning to
Marxism and construct a revolu-
tionary leadership to expose
Whitlam and prepare the
working class to take the power.



US GloatsOver:

Trade Figures

BY JEFF SEBASTIAN

Figures released on Friday indicate a huge turnaround in the United States
balance of payments situation.

The third quarter of this
year showed a $2.1 billion
surplus due to large in-
creases in American exports
~and big sales of dollars by
Europeans to prop up their
own currencies under pres-
sure by speculators.

The American export drive is
beginning to hit Europe with de-
vastating impact.

Speaking at the 60th National
Foreign Trade Convention here,
Frederick B. Dent, Secretary of
Commerce, pointed out that in
the first nine months of 1973,
American exports have
increased by an annual rate of
$17 billion, while imports have
increased only $12 billion.

Openly gloating about the oil
crisis, Dent appealed for all-out
economic warfare. )

“The US is .of course sub-
stantially less dependent on im-
ported fuels than are its prin-
cipal trade competitors, Wes-
tern Europe and Japan. This
should enable us to maintain our
international competitive-

ness...our- balance of payments

can only be brought into equili-
brium if we achieve a sizeable
and dependable surplus in
merchandise trade of about $7.5
billion.”

Richard Gardiner, a former
member of the Commission that
drafted Nixon’s trade bill ex-

pressed the absolute brutality of
United States preparations for
trade war in his address to the
convention.

Quoting Cordell Hull to the
effect that ‘‘if goods can’t cross
borders, armies will,”” Gardiner
appealed for amendments to the
trade bill to arm the United
States with weapons of re-
taliation against those that deny
America vital goods.

‘““We and other OECD
countries are dependent on the
Arab countries for oil, but they
are dependent on the US, and our
OECD partners for food, medi-
cines, industrial machinery, and
consumer goods...Thus econo-
mic warfare is a game that all
can play...the trade bill should
provide due notice of this fact of
life.”

The deepening oil crisis has
forced the bitter relations
between the US and its trade
rivals out into the open. Ac-
cording to the Journal of Com-

‘merce, the Japanese now fear

that American oil compames are
using the energy crisis to dis-
criminate..against - Japan in
supplying crude oil..

France which has now been hit
by a 10 percent inflation has had
a massive increase in imports,
transforming her balance of
trade into a 1.62 billion franc
deficit.

The French are bitterly

Pravda Attacks

'Rude’ Nixon Criﬁcs

“Rude, revengeful, irre-
sponsible, and small in
number.”’” This is how last
week’s Pravda charac-
terized those in the United
States who demand the
impeachment of Richard
Nixon.

The bureaucrats who rule the .

Soviet Union are so terrified of
the world-wide movement of the
working class that millions of
workers there are denied any
information on what is really
going on in the United States.

With the latest poll showing
_only 27 percent of the people
support Nixon, with Angew
having been forced out on cor-
ruption charges, a number of
cabinet members under indict-
“ment, and with the United Mine
Workers, AFL-CIO, United Auto
Workers demanding Nixon’s
resignation or impeachment, the
Soviet people are handed these
lies by the Stalinist bureau-
cracy.

DETENTE
In the interests of ‘‘peaceful

coexistence”’ and the counter-
revolutionary detente with
Nixon, the Soviet bureaucracy is
prepared to go to any length to
defend this imperialist leader.
While Nixon and Brezhnev ate
caviar in Moscow, US planes
saturated North Vietnam with
their bombs. When the Water-
gate hearings began, it was
Brezhnev who hurried to
Washington to assist his friend.

Now when virtually the entire

- American working class is

moving to bring Nixon down,
Brezhnev continues to defend
him.
EXPLAIN

The American Communist
Party must explain its position
on this question.

It is time for the Daily World

to explain where it stands on ;

Moscow’s continued support for
Richard Nixon. The ranks of the
CP must demand an accounting
from the leadership for this

opposed to Amerlcan efforts to
use the rapid depreciation of the
dollar as a trade war weapon.

France’s foreign minister
Michel Jobert denounced the US
and the Soviet Union for treating
Western Europe “like a non-
person humiliated all along the
line.”

Jobert warned the US that
Europe was the .center of the
“second battle’’ of the Middle
East for Arab oil. :

The United States is serving
notice on Europe and Japan that

-they are prepared for a new‘im-

perialist war if it is not given full
dominance in world trade

Athens streets.

Students carrng ti-Govornment banners as they marched tﬁr‘ough )

Oil Cuts Paralyze Japan

BY A REPORTER

Secretary of State Henry Kissinger flew out of Tokyo on Thursday after two
days of talks with Japanese officials.

The discussions which re-
solved nothing centered
almost entirely on the 20
percent cut in oil imports
which threatens to shut down
Japanese industry.

On Saturday, Japan is ex-
pected to announce crisis
measures including a 10 percent
oil consumption slash, reduetion
in theater operations, cuts in
hours for television, and early
closing for both recreation and
business operations.

. Japan, the second largest oil
consumer after the US, is
entirely dependent on imported
oil and a number of other basic
commodities. Almost 80 percent
of the oil comes from the Middle

- East.

At the end of October, oil
inventories were only equal to 59
days consumption. Even with the
most drastic economy
measures, Japanese officials are
warning that the country could
be entirely paralyzed by spring.

The discussions with Kissinger
were dominated by warnings and
threats on both sides.

Japanese officials suspect that
major oil companies owned
either by Americans or Western
Europeans plan to divert
scheduled shipments from Japan
to the West,

The Japanese threatened Kis-

singer that without a resolution
to the crisis, they would be
forced to consider a total dip-
lomatic and economic break

with Israel and support. to the .

Arabs.

. Kissinger is reported to have
threatened the Japanese with
economic reprisals against both
their export trade and their
plans for foreign investment if
they go through with this.

The Japanese in turn are de-
manding that the United States
intervene with supplies of crude
oil to assist them.

The virtual breakdown of these
talks  took place against the
backdrop of a desperate econo-
mic crisis in Japan.

Even before the oil embargo,
the Japanese export industry
was hit with powerful blows by
two dollar devaluations.

The Japanese have lost over
six billion dollars in foreign
exchange reserves in the last 10
months and the huge increases in
the price of oil threaten to up the .
import bill by as much as $10
billion.

This situation must now lead
to the most vicious attacks on
the Japanese working class.

The ruling class is already
launching appeals for austerity.
Vice Minister of the Ministry of
International Trade and Indus-
try told the press that propa-
ganda would be directed to
middle aged housewives who
remember the war and to the
youth who have never had to
sacrifice.

The collapse of the Kissinger
talks indicates the rapidity with
which conditions for revolution
are maturing in Japan.

Civil War In Greece

BY A FOREIGN REPORTER

Civil war has broken out in
Greece as thousands of students
joined by workers have come
into the streets to fight for the
overthrow of the dictatorship of
George Papadopoulos.

Martial law has been declared
but police and army troops have
been unable to halt the growing

~ EAST
COAST

f RARE
EXPERIENGE

YOUNG SOCIALIST
1ST REGIONAL CONFERENCE

Dance 8PM

Featuring

12PM DEC. 15

Columbia University

Horace Mann Auditorium
116th & Broadway

NYC

Conference & Dance $2.00

For further information call 924-0852

wave of demonstrations all over
Greece.

" Thousands of students tried to
march on the office of Papa-
dopoulos and 2000 attempted to
occupy the government
telecommunications building.

In Athens, hundreds of con-
struction workers joined in the
march and captured a regional
governor’s building.

Athens was plastered with
signs calling for ‘‘Death to
Fascism,” ‘‘Americans Out,”
and ‘“The Tyranny Has Come to
an End.”

Demonstrations spread to
southwest Greece and to Salon-
ika in the North where students
occupied the technical building
of the university.

The students are calling on all
workers to begin a general strike
to bring down the regime. Anim-
provised radio station con-
tinuously broadcast appeals for
support to the students.

Saturday, troops dislodged
1000 students from the Poly-
technic School in Athens, where
the uprising began, but new
demonstrations “erupted later.
The army and police were so
overwhelmed that tanks and
armored personnel carriers
were ordered back to Athens.

Athens is now under a full cur-
few; all outdoor meetings of
more than four persons are
banned.
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Queens Strike

Forces Hospital

To Back Down

BY DAVID NORTH
NEW YORK—A four hour walkout Tuesday
morning by 300 Local 1199 members at Booth
Memorial Hospital forced management to rein-
state seven workers who had been fired because of

last week’s strike.

The hospital workers also
won the reinstatement of en-
gineers who had been sum-
marily dismissed for sup-
porting the strike.

Upon returning to work at 6
am after voting to accept 1199
President Leon Davis’s recom-
mendation to return to work, the
ranks learned that Booth
Memorial would not -readmit
those workers who had been ar-
rested while picketing.

POLICE RECORD

“They just told us that nobody
with a police record could work
at Booth Memorial,”’” said Rose
Johnson.

“We fought the government so
we are not scared to fight Booth
Memorial,” said 1199 delegate
Pattie Clemons.

Now that 1199 members have
ended their strike, the city is at-
tempting to whip up a hysterical
campaign against the union,
claiming that the strike was re-
sponsible for at least 10 deaths.

The accusation was made by
three nursing home operators,
who said that elderly patients
died from a lack of care.

Workers in the New York area
will be hit with a massive round
of price increases in the next few
months.

While the Cost of Living
Council is cutting even the
smallest wage increases won by
workers, it is allowing every cor-
poration to raise prices.

By January 1, Rockefeller will
raise the transit fare to at least
50 cents and probably 60 cents
even though state officials admit
that the money exists to keep it
at 35 cents.

The Public Service Com-
mission has granted New York
Telephone Company a 15.4
percent rate increase that will
‘add $304 million to its income.

1199 member Rose Johnson who took part in Booth Memorial walkout.

Bread, Fare To Rise

A more cynical and hypo- -

critical charge could not have
been cooked up. Nursing homes
throughout the city are under
investigation for maintaining un-
livable conditions all year round.

Newsmen have been phy-
sically barred from many
nursing homes when they have
attempted to examine the con-
ditions.

Now the nursing homes are
trying to blame deaths on hos-
pital workers who went on strike
because the government would
not pay them an increase they
had already won.

““You cannot imagine how
happy the patients were to see us
when we got back,” said one
hospital worker. ‘“They told us
they had been treated very
poorly by the management while
we were outside.”

RECOUP

The hospital management is
acting very quickly to recoup its
losses during the strike. While
Local 1199 faces more than one-
half million dollars in fines, the
48 voluntary hospitals are asking
Blue Cross to pay more than $5.2
million they supposedly. ‘“‘lost”
during the strike.

This means every worker will
be paying an additional $2.14
each month for their telephone
bill.

The price of a quart of milk
will go up 3 or 4 cents by Decem-
ber 1. The price of raw milk
from the farm has gone up 26
percent this year.

The same day this was an-
nounced, one of the country’s
largest milk producers Diary-
lea, was reported to be under
investigation for adulterating
and mislabeling milk from 1967
until early 1973.

Dairylea has been using arti-
ficial skim milk instead of fresh
skim milk to reduce the butter-
fat content to the 3.4 percent re-
quired by law.

AGAINST

i

Philharmonic Orchestra is touring Europe to raise uhds for Ihélr

strike, which is now in its tenth week.

First Strikein NY
City Ballet History

BY A REPORTER

NEW YORK, Nov. 6—Demanding a guaranteed 14-week season, dancers of the world-re-
nowned City Ballet are in the fourth day of the first strike in the history of the company.

The management of the City
Ballet, which had been taking
bets that the dancers would
never strike, was stunned by the
announcement that the members
of the American Guild of Musi-
cal Artists had voted 65 to 11 to
walk out just before opening
night.

The dancers are insisting that
the management pay them for a
full season in the event of a
strike by the City Ballet orches-
tra. In the past, the manage-
ment has simply thrown the
dancers out of work during such
strikes.

The attempts by management
to destroy the various artists’
unions have led to a shutdown of
four major cultural institutions
this year.

Musicians of the City Opera
struck in September. Musicians
of the New York Philharmonic
went on strike 10 weeks ago and
are still out.

Curators and staff of the
Museum of Modern Art are still
out after one month on the picket
lines.

CANCELLED

Now the ballet is shut down,
and unless there is a settlement
within three weeks the entire
season will be cancelled.

“Dancers do not want to begin
a season if there is a chance that
they will be out of work before it
is over because of an early shut-
down.

“They want some guaran-
tees,”” Delloyd Tibbs, national
executive secretary of the
AGMA, told the Bulletin,

““The dancers felt very
strongly about this or they would
not go on strike.”

Edward Villella, a leading
dancer with the Ballet who is
very responsible for a resur-
gence of interest in dancing, de-
clared as the strike began:

‘““We are proud of Lincoln
Center for presenting ballet at
popular prices, but we do not
think that dancers -should. be

asked to subsidize themselves.”’

A union spokesman told the
Bulletin: ‘“‘For an artist like
Eddy Villella to make state-
ments in support of the
strike—when he himself earns a
great deal above the
average—shows the type of
feeling there is for the union and
the issues.”

In the meantime, directly
across from the State Theatre,

pickets are still walking in front
of Philharmonic—renamed
Avery Fisher—Hall.

Most of the musicians are still
in Europe on tour in order to
raise enough money to sustain
the strike. One picket, Joe
Arcara, said that the musicians
will not return to work for the
three percent in wages being of-
fered by management.

Gothaum Moves To
Prevent DC 37 Strike

NEW YORK—Victor Got-
baum, head of District Coun-
cil 37, representing 125,000
employees of the American
Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees
has set the stage for a mas-
sive betrayal in the current
citywide contract 'nego-
tiations on non-economic
issues.

Gotbaum has called off nego-
tiations and agreed to turn.all
issues over to the City’s Office of
Collective Bargaining fact-
finding panel. This is the first
step towards binding arbi-
tration.

At stake are dozens of fringe
benefit issues, including contri-
butions being sought to the
union’s welfare fund and the
recent introduction of new time
leave and discipline procedures
under which thousands of city
workers have been fined, sus-
pended, or disciplined.

Also at stake is the severance
pay benefit which the city
agreed to pay after DC 37 called
a citywide strike two years ago
in retaliation for the state legis-
lature’s veto of their last pension
increase.

Not only is the citywide
contract in danger, but Got-

baum, fearing the inovement of :

city labor seen in the recent
firemen and hospital strikes is in
open collusion with Beame to
hamstring all city unions within
the arbitration machinery of the
Office of Collective Bargaining.

Natick Ford
Votes No

BOSTON—UAW Local 422
in Natick, Massachusetts re-
jected the Ford contract 30 to
27 in voting this week.

This vote comes in the midst of
Governor Francis Sargeant’s
campaign to comply with
Nixon’s energy crisis program.

The dangers of Woodcock’s
attempt to force acceptance of
the Ford contract are clearly
seen in the Boston area. Unless
the fuel-sulphur content of 1.5
percent is approved by the state,
workers in both Natick and
Framingham GM plants will
face massive layoffs. Produc-
tion could actually come to a halt
in 40 days.

New England imports more oil
than any other section of the US
and is sharply hit by the current
crisis. Workers at the Natick
warehouse said that split shifts
have already been consolidated
1as a result ‘'of: the crisis.’ ' !




FOUNDING

The following is a report
on the International Report
and discussion which took
place at the founding con-
ference of the Workers
Revolutionary Party. Three
thousand attended this con-
ference November 4, held to
transform the British
Socialist Labour League
into the Revolutionary
Party.

Founding the Workers
Revolutionary Party in
Britain has immediate reper-
cussions in other countries by
becoming a vital element in
the struggle for building
revolutionary parties
throughout the world, Cliff
Slaughter of the Central Com-
mittee told the delegates on
Monday.

““Class relationships in all
countries are being thrown into
the stage of confrontation,”
Slaughter stated in his Inter-
national Report to the con-
ference.

Following the scrapping of the
Bretton Woods agreement in
1971, capitalism internationaily
was forced to take on a frontal
attack on the working class.

The same period had shown,
once again, that solutions to the
capitalist crisis through popular
frontism and reformism led to
certain defeat, as had been
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‘There Is No Question
The Working Class

Will Fight

proved in Chile.

Only the building of parties on
the basis of developing dia-
lectical materialism, in the
conflict between theory and
practice in fighting for Marxism
with the new forces thrown up by
the changes in the crisis, could
prepare the working class for
power, said Slaughter.

But, Slaughter added: ‘‘There
is no question that the working
class will fight in this confron-
tation.”’

All the objective conditions
had matured for this fight to
result in the winning of state
power by the working class. The
factor which had to be fought for
was the subjective factor, the
building of the revolutionary
party, without which the
working class would be de-
feated.

In the discussion following the
International Report, Mike
Banda, Central Committee
member, said: ‘‘In the history of
the International Committee of
the Fourth International there
have been two major events
which shaped the history of the
Socialist Labour League and its
transformation into the revolu-
tionary par.y.”

These were the entry into a
capitalist coalition government
in 1964 by the LSSP, the Pab-
loite party in Ceylon, and the
French General Strike of 1968
which exposed the complete
bankruptcy of the OCI re-
visionists.

““The General Strike in France
was by no means an accident—it
showed Europe had finally
entered an epoch of the socialist
revolution.”

Gerry Healy addresses the conference, above. The climax to the conference was the dramatic presentation of
“The Moscow Trials,” a mixture of political comment and satire on Stalin’s collaboration with imperialism. The

play was written, performed and produced by entertainment professionals, all supporters of the Party.

+
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A statement by the International Committee of the Fourth
International on slanders and distortions employed by the French §
OCI leaders against Michel Varga, leader of the emigre Hun-
garian League of Revolutionary Socialists. ,.

ocClI deonstration in Paris &

PART ONE

In 1972, the Organization Communiste
Internationaliste (OCI France), rejecting
the fight for dialectical materialism as the
theory of knowledge of Marxism, broke
from the International Committee of the
Fourth International (ICFT).

A serious and irrevocable split has now
occurred between the OCI and its erstwhile
Hungarian allies (the group led by M.
Varga).

In their attempts to liquidate the ICFI and
adapt their principles and organization to a
centrist, syndicalist milieu, the OCI was led
to support the treacherous opportunist role
of the Bolivian POR, led by Guillermo Lora.

The POR’s abandonment of the Per-
manent Revolution and of the independence
of the revolutionary party led directly to the
defeat of the Bolivian working class. This
action of the OCI led to the final breach with
the majority of the ICFI, led by the Social-
ist Labour League.

But the break with the ICFI had a dyna-
mic of its own. In France, it has propelled
the OCI-AJS leadership closer to the Stalin-
ist and social democratic bureaucracies,
and ultimately it has led the OCI to abandon
every vestige of a centralized international
organization.

In a desperate and unprincipled attempt
to formalize the split with the ICFI, the OCI

organized its own international conference

which, from the start, degenerated into a
squalid political farce.

The Hungarian and East European groups
who had been the most strenuous opponents
of the SLL and the most uncritical de-
fenders of OCI revisionism in the past five
vears, were suddenly faced with the
prospect of the complete liquidation of even

the centrist type of international organi-
zation created by the Hungarian section and
the OCI after the split with the ICFI
majority. '

Tail-Ending
The Stalinists

In their haste to capitulate to Stalinism
and social democracy, the OCI leaders
found that even this wretched set-up was an
embarassment to their opportunist policy of
tail-ending the Stalinists under the cover of
the ‘“United workers’ front as a strategy.”

Even this structure was too rigid to
facilitate the maneuvers of Just and Lam-
bert—leaders of the OCI.

At the rump “‘pre-conference” of the OCI-
dominated minority faction late in 1972, the
OCI leaders revealed the true content of
their politics by stating unequivocally that
there was no international center of Trot-
skyism and the time had come to wind up
the ICFI. In its place they suggested the
pompous sounding ‘‘Organizing Committee
for the Reconstruction of the Fourth Inter-
national.” This is what their resolutions
stated:

‘‘Pabloite revisionism has or-
ganizationally destroyed the International
proclaimed at the First Founding Con-
ference in 1938, has destroyed the Fourth
International as a leading political center,
but revisionism has not been able to destroy
the Fourth International as a program.

“The second session of the preconference
has no intention of hiding from the workers
and from the vanguard of the world pro-
letariat that the pressure of bourgeois and
Stalinist forces has had destructive effects

on the organization of the Fourth Inter-
national.”

The extent of the political degeneration of
the OCI leaders is clearly revealed when
this statement is contrasted with the report
of the Commission on the Tasks of the
International Committee—adopted at the

1966 3rd conference of the ICFI and for

which the OCI voted. This is as follows:

“3. The conference affirms that the
Fourth International has not degenerated.
The historical continuity of the Fourth
International founded in 1938 by Leon
Trotsky, reformed in the years 1943-1946,
which Pabloism attempted to destroy in
1950-1953, has been maintained since 1953 by
the struggle waged by the Trotskyist organi-
zations grouped within the International
Committee.

‘‘As a result of this, the International Con-
ference proclaims that the continuity of the
Fourth International has been fought for
and maintained by the International Com-
mittee’s actions.

‘“4. The Conference recognizes the
inability of the leadership of the Inter-
national, after Leon Trotsky’s death, to
sticceed in the tasks required by the building
of revolutionary parties and the Inter-
national.

“During the course of this hard battle for
Trotskyism, some cadres have been exter-
minated, victims of imperialist and Stalin-
ist repressions, others worn out, and the
leadership of the Fourth International
became bankrupt. This leadership collapsed
because of its distortion and abandonment
of Marxism, i.e., of the method of dia-
lectical materialism. This is why this lead-
ership was unable to root the movement in
the struggle of the working class, and par-
ticularly the youth. As a result, they were
incapable of assimilating the methods and
principles of communist organization. In no

Bulletin

case can this failure be considered the
failure of the Fourth International.

‘“7. The International Conference stresses
that the Trotskyist movement, in the course
of the struggle to build the International,
works towards the creation of a centralized
leadership of the world revolutionary party,
in a struggle organically linked to the fight
in each country to rebuild revolutionary
centralized parties leading the struggles of
the masses. This building of parties and of
the International must be carried out on the

basis of the lessons of the struggle against

revisionism and of the continuation of this
struggle.”

This resolution of the International Com-
mittee exposes the OCI’s present position as
thoroughly false, deceitful, and idealist, be-
cause it reduces the program of the Fourth
International to a pure abstraction and
separates it from the organization of the
Fourth International. This was essentially
the position of the Independent Labour
Party (ILP) and the centrists who opposed
the founding of the Fourth International in
1938.

If the program exists today, it is not
because of its intrinsic correctness alone,
but because there was an international
center which fought for it, despite enor-
mous difficulties, inadequacies, splits, etc.

Centrist Varga
Group

The history of the Program is the history
also of the Fourth International. Only
cowardly skeptics like the OCI leaders

would reduce this historic struggle to an .

absurdity. The ICFI was and is precisely
this center. In renouncing this basic

prem
essen
again

The

. terist

then

politi
(that
main
Trots
neithe
such ;
‘‘orga

- order

natior
POR
other

Thi
Hung
result
answe
have |
past ¢
sonall
comp
agent

But
natior
repud
such ;
exile
allian
gades
the U

The
in th
fashio
an in
politic
of the
Varga
politic
demn
“Orga



ses
rse
nal,
zed
rty,
ght
ary
5 of
1 of
the
inst

this

1aS
be-

and
the
lly
our

| in

not
ne,
nal
or-
te.

Ty
nly
ers

sic

Bulletin

ely

premise, the OCI leaders have rejected the
essence of the struggle of Trotskyism
against revisionism.

The centrist Varga group charac-
teristically abstained on this vital vote, but
then tried to salvage the last vestige of a
political center by proposing that the IC
(that is, the OCI-led minority) should be
maintained, but only as an ‘“International
Trotskyist Fraction,”” which would be
neither a political center nor a post box,
such as the OCI proposed, but would merely
‘“‘organize the International discussion’’ in

" order to form the basis of a centrist Inter-

national standing between the opportunist
POR on the one side and the SLL on the
other.

This led to a violent conflict between the
Hungarian group and the OCI forces which
resulted in the present split. Unable to
answer Varga politically, the OCI leaders
have now resorted to exhuming the political
past of Varga in order to discredit him per-
sonally and destroy his self-confidence—by
comparing him to the well-known GPU
agent Soblen.

But to abandon the structure of the Inter-
national Committee meant, inevitably, to
repudiate and split with the left-centrists,
such as Varga, the leader of the Hungarian
exile group in France, and to seek new
alliance with the reformist groups.and rene-
gades from Trotskyism, such as the SWP in
the USA.

The split with Varga was duly organized
in the most cynical and bureaucratic
fashion. He was prevented from organizing
an international faction to fight for his
political position because he was a member
of the politbureau of the OCI. When the
Varga group tried to protest and organize
politically, they were summarily con-
demned and dismissed from the ranks of the
“Organizing Committee for the Recon-

truction of the Fourth International.”

But this in itself was insufficient to fore-
stall the criticism and uneasiness within the
ranks of the OCI about the provocative be-
havior of the notorious OCI leadership.

Two major splits in two years was more
than some members could stomach with
equanimity—particularly when Varga had
been a consistent opponent of the SLL and a
close confidant of Lambert. Some members
of the OCI-AJS were even beginning to
wonder where all this factionalism. and
splitting would end.

At this stage the OCI leaders decided to
put an end to all doubts and rally the ranks
by introducing a new and sinister note.

Suddenly Varga was found by them not to
be a legitimate political opponent of Lam-
bert—but a GPU-CIA agent, who had been
conspiring against the OCI for almost 15
years!

And the evidence? The OCI’s case rests on
the ‘‘revelation’ that Varga wrote a couple
of equivocal letters to some Italian pub-
lishers about the fallacy of ‘‘national com-
munism’’ and expressed an opportunist and
unpardonably paternalist opinion on
Lumumba in the Congo.

In October 1958, Varga (Nagy) wrote a
letter:

“Dear Sir, At that time we organized a
scientific conference about the Hungarian
revolution, with Italian intellectuals, which
was to take place on November 3-4 in Milan.
The conference was organized by a com-
mission which included as members, Oli-
veltti, Pampaloni, Bobbio, Venturi, Gio-

- litti, Einaudi, Valiani and its president will

probably be M. Parri. I think that this con-
ference gives the opportunity for a solid and
fruitful contact to cure the illusions towards
Marxism-Leninism on the one hand and to
find any old ideology on- the other. I am

pleased to tell you that the newspaper, ‘The
East and the West’ is going to publish my
article on the preparative spiritual struggle
for the revolution’’(!)

On November 6, 1958, Nagy wrote in a
letter addressed to ‘‘Dear Sir,”’ ‘““Thank you
very much for your remarks concerning our
declaration. I had the same impression as
you of the term progressive; that is why we
have asked some people in Paris: can we
use this word? We have been told that this
word is identical to neither communism,
nor its collaborators; and we accepted it.

““As for your second remark, I agree that
from the tactical point of view, it is very im-
portant to declare our neutrality.

An Opportunist

“We are not neutral of course in the
struggle against communism. But we are
outside the political blocs in order that we
can approach more easily those people
living behind the iron curtain and the Afro-
Asiatic people. You know their abstention
from all politics as blocs. Secondly in my

opinion, the way out is not to be found in a-

politics of blocs. Although it is necessary
(because of the Soviet bloc), we will keep it
for the others, that is for the politicians, and
look for a new policy which is not affiliated
to any political bloc, and at the same time
an ideological fight against communism.”

These letters reveal that Varga behaved
as a political opportunist in the period after
he left Hungary and sought an alternative to
Stalinism. This opportunism was un-
doubtedly dangerous. That is all.

Less impressive—yet more instruc-
tive—was the charge levelled against Varga
that he was a GPU agent, on the grounds
that he opposed the theory of the OCI that a
“Reiss faction’’* had appeared in the USSR
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in the person of Grigorenko, and that this
faction would carry out the political revolu-
tion.

At this stage serious polemic ends and
slander begins. The OCI writes: “In a text
published in No. 2 of the Bulletin edited by
Varga-Nagy, the leadership of the OCI is re-
proached with a policy which says: ‘‘In the
East the working class must make a poli-
tical revolution under the leadership of the
‘Reiss faction,’ etc.

‘“ “The Varga Faction’, it is written in the
resolution unanimously adopted by the
International Bureau of the Organizing
Committee for the Reconstruction of the
Fourth International, ‘is opposed to the
“Reiss faction”.” The Reiss faction is the
Fourth International. The breakup of the
bureaucracy and the break with the
Kremlin liberates the political forces which
orientate themselves so that they con-
stitute the ‘Reiss faction,” that is the party
of the Fourth International in the USSR. At
all costs, the Varga faction wants to prevent
the realization of that process. That is why
it- ranges itself on the side of Stalinism,
against the ‘Reiss faction,’ as it sides with
Brezhnev against Grigorenko, trying ‘to
distort the struggle with the ‘Reiss

? 9

faction’.

If this paragraph proves anything at all, it
surely proves that the OCI has not only com-
pletely revised Trotsky’s concept of the
political revolution and the role of the
Fourth International in the USSR, but has
also placed itself firmly on the side of the
Pabloite revisionists.

CONTINUED NEXT ISSUE

*“Re.us faction,” ramed after Ignace Reiss, a
GPU officer who broke with Stalin in the 1930s
and tried to establish contact with Trotsky. He
was brutally murdered by GPU agents before
he contacted the Fourth International. "
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A statement by the International Committee of the Fourth 38
International on slanders and distortions employed by the French
OCl leaders against Michel Varga, leader of the emigre Hun-
garian League of Revolutionary Socialists.

OCI demonstration in Paris] »

PART ONE

In 1972. the Organization Communiste
Internationaliste (OCI France), rejecting
the fight for dialectical materialism as the
theory of knowledge of Marxism, broke
from the International Committee of the
Fourth International (ICFT).

A serious and irrevocable split has now
occurred between the OCI and its erstwhile
Hungarian allies (the group led by M.
Varga).

In their attempts to liquidate the ICFI and
adapt their principles and organization to a
centrist. syndicalist milieu, the OCI was led
to support the treacherous opportunist role
of the Bolivian POR, led by Guillermo Lora.

The POR’s abandonment of the Per-
manent Revolution and of the independence
of the revolutionary party led directly to the
defeat of the Bolivian working class. This
action of the OCI led to the final breach with
the majority of the ICFI. led by the Social-
ist Labour League.

But the break with the ICFI had a dyna-
mic of its own. In France, it has propelled
the OCI-AJS leadership closer to the Stalin-
ist and social democratic bureaucracies,
and ultimately it has led the OCI to abandon
every vestige of a centralized international
organization.

In a desperate and unprincipled attempt
to formalize the split with the ICFI, the OCI
organized its own international conference
which, from the start, degenerated into a
squalid political farce.

The Hungarian and East European groups
who had been the most strenuous opponents
of the SLL and the most uncritical de-
fenders of OCI revisionism in the past five
vears. were suddenly faced with the
prospect of the complete liquidation of even

the centrist type of international organi-
zation created by the Hungarian section and
the OCI after the split with the ICFI
majority.

Tail-Ending
The Stalinists

In their haste to capitulate to Stalinism
and social democracy, the OCI leaders
found that even this wretched set-up was an
embarassment to their opportunist policy of
tail-ending the Stalinists under the cover of
the “United workers’ front as a strategy.”

Even this structure was too rigid to
facilitate the maneuvers of Just and Lam-
bert—leaders of the OCI.

At the rump “pre-conference’” of the OCI-
dominated minority faction late in 1972, the
OCI leaders revealed the true content of
their politics by stating unequivocally that
there was no international center of Trot-
skyism and the time had come to wind up
the ICFI. In its place they suggested the
pompous sounding ‘‘Organizing Committee
for the Reconstruction of the Fourth Inter-
national.” This is what their resolutions
stated:

‘‘Pabloite revisionism has or-
ganizationally destroyed the International
proclaimed at the First Founding Con-
ference in 1938, has destroyed the Fourth
International as a leading political center,
but revisionism has not been able to destroy
the Fourth International as a program.

“The second session of the preconference
has no intention of hiding from the workers
and from the vanguard of the world pro-
letariat that the pressure of bourgeois and
Stalinist forces has had destructive effects

on the organization of the Fourth Inter-
national.”

The extent of the political degeneration of
the OCI leaders is clearly revealed when
this statement is contrasted with the report
of the Commission on the Tasks of the
International Committee—adopted at the
1966 3rd conference of the ICFI and for
which the OCI voted. This is as follows:

“3. The conference affirms that the
Fourth International has not degenerated.
The historical continuity of the Fourth
International founded in 1938 by Leon
Trotsky, reformed in the years 1943-1946,
which Pabloism attempted to destroy in
1950-1953, has been maintained since 1953 by
the struggle waged by the Trotskyist organi-
zations grouped within the International
Committee.

““As a result of this, the International Con-
ference proclaims that the continuity of the
Fourth International has been fought for
and maintained by the International Com-
mittee’s actions.

‘4. The Conference recognizes the
inability of the leadership of the Inter-
national, after Leon Trotsky's death, to
succeed in the tasks required by the building
of revolutionary parties and the Inter-
national.

“During the course of this hard battle for
Trotskyism, some cadres have been exter-
minated, victims of imperialist and Stalin-
ist repressions, others worn out, and the
leadership of the Fourth International
became bankrupt. This leadership collapsed
because of its distortion and abandonment
of Marxism, i.e., of the method of dia-
lectical materialism. This is why this lead-
ership was unable to root the movement in
the struggle of the working class, and par-
ticularly the youth. As a result, they were
incapable of assimilating the methods and
principles of communist organization. Inno

case can this failure be considered the
failure of the Fourth International.

7. The International Conference stresses
that the Trotskyist movement, in the course
of the struggle to build the International,
works towards the creation of a centralized
leadership of the world revolutionary party,
in a struggle organically linked to the fight
in each country to rebuild revolutionary
centralized parties leading the struggles of
the masses. This building of parties and of
the International must be carried out on the
basis of the lessons of the struggle against
revisionism and of the continuation of this
struggle.”

This resolution of the International Com-
mittee exposes the OCI’s present position as
thoroughly faise, deceitful, and idealist, be-
cause it reduces the program of the Fourth
International to a pure abstraction and
separates it from the organization of the
Fourth International. This was essentially
the position of the Independent Labour
Party (ILP) and the centrists who opposed
the founding of the Fourth Internaticnal in
1938.

If the program exists today, it is not
because of its intrinsic correctness alone,
but because there was an international
center which fought for it, despite enor-
mous difficulties, inadequacies, splits, etc.

Centrist Varga
Group

The history of the Program is the history
also of the Fourth International. Only
cowardly skeptics like the OCI leaders
would reduce this historic struggle to an
absurdity. The ICFI was and is precisely
this center. In renouncing this basic

premise, the OCI leaders have rejected the
essence of the struggle of Trotskyism
against revisionism.

The centrist Varga group charac-
teristically abstained on this vital vote, but
then tried to salvage the last vestige of a
political center by proposing that the IC
(that is, the OCI-led minority) should be
maintained, but only as an ‘“‘International
Trotskyist Fraction,”” which would be
neither a political center nor a post box,
such as the OCI proposed, but would merely
“‘organize the International discussion’ in
order to form the basis of a centrist Inter-
national standing between the opportunist
POR on the one side and the SLL on the
other.

This led to a violent conflict between the
Hungarian group and the OCI forces which
resulted in the present split. Unable to
answer Varga politically, the OCI leaders
have now resorted to exhuming the political
past of Varga in order to discredit him per-
sonally and destroy his self-confidence—by
comparing him to the well-known GPU
agent Soblen.

But to abandon the structure of the Inter-
national Committee meant, inevitably, to
repudiate and split with the left-centrists,
such as Varga, the leader of the Hungarian
exile group in France, and to seek new
alliance with the reformist groups and rene-
gades from Trotskyism, such as the SWP in
the USA.

The split with Varga was duly organized
in the most cynical and bureaucratic
fashion. He was prevented from organizing
an international faction to fight for his
political position because he was a member
of the politbureau of the OCI. When the
Varga group tried to protest and organize
politically, they were summarily con-
demned and dismissed from the ranks of the
“Organizing Committee for the Recon-

truction of the Fourth International.”

But this in itself was insufficient to fore-
stall the criticism and uneasiness within the
ranks of the OCI about the provocative be-
havior of the notorious OCI leadership.

Two major splits in two years was more
than some members could stomach with
equanimity—particularly when Varga had
been a consistent opponent of the SLL and a
close confidant of Lambert. Some members
of the OCI-AJS were even beginning to
wonder where all this factionalism and
splitting would end.

At this stage the OCI leaders decided to
put an end to all doubts and rally the ranks
by introducing a new and sinister note.

Suddenly Varga was found by them not to
be a legitimate political opponent of Lam-
bert—but a GPU-CIA agent, who had been
conspiring against the OCI for almost 15
years!

And the evidence? The OCI’s case rests on
the “‘revelation” that Varga wrote a couple
of equivocal letters to some Italian pub-
lishers about the fallacy of ‘‘national com-
munism’’ and expressed an opportunist and
unpardonably paternalist opinion on
Lumumba in the Congo.

In October 1958, Varga (Nagy) wrote a
letter:

“Dear Sir, At that time we organized a
scientific conference about the Hungarian
revolution, with Italian intellectuals, which
was to take place on November 3-4 in Milan.
The conference was organized by a com-
mission which included as members, Oli-
veltti, Pampaloni. Bobbio, Venturi, Gio-
litti. Einaudi, Valiani and its president will
probably be M. Parri. I think that this con-
ference gives the opportunity for a solid and
fruitful contact to cure the illusions towards
Marxism-Leninism on the one hand and to
find any old ideology on the other. I am

. AT,

pleased to tell you that the newspaper, ‘The
East and the West’ is going to publish my
article on the preparative spiritual struggle
for the revolution’(!)

On November 6, 1958, Nagy wrote in a
letter addressed to ““‘Dear Sir,”’ ‘“Thank you
very much for your remarks concerning our
declaration. 1T had the same impression as
you of the term progressive; that is why we
have asked some people in Paris: can we
use this word? We have been told that this
word is identical to neither communism,
nor its collaborators; and we accepted it.

‘“As for your second remark, I agree that
from the tactical point of view, it is very im-
portant to declare our neutrality.

An Opportunist

“We are not neutral of course in the
struggle against communism. But we are
outside the political blocs in order that we
can approach more easily those people
living behind the iron curtain and the Afro-
Asiatic people. You know their abstention
from all politics as blocs. Secondly in my

opinion. the way out is not to be found in a-

politics of blocs. Although it is necessary
(because of the Soviet bloc), we will keep it
for the others, that is {or the politicians, and
look for a new policy which is not affiliated
to any political bloc, and at the same time
an ideological fight against communism.”

These letters reveal that Varga behaved
as a political opportunist in the period after
he left Hungary and sought an alternative to
Stalinism. This opportunism was un-
doubtedly dangerous. That is all.

Less impressive—yet more instruc-
tive—was the charge levelled against Varga
that he was a GPU agent. on the grounds
that he opposed the theory of the OCT that a
“Reiss faction’™* had appeared in the USSR
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in the person of Grigorenko. and that this
faction would carry out the political revolu-
tion.

At this stage serious polemic ends and
slander begins. The OCI writes: “In a text
published in No. 2 of the Bulletin edited by
Varga-Nagy, the leadership of the OCI is re-
proached with a policy which says: “In the
East the working class must make a poli-
tical revolution under the leadership of the
‘Reiss faction,’ etc.

““ ‘The Varga Faction’, it is written in the
resolution unanimously adopted by the
International Bureau of the Organizing
Committee for the Reconstruction of the
Fourth International. ‘is opposed to the
“Reiss faction”." The Reiss faction is the
Fourth International. The breakup of the
bureaucracy and the break with the
Kremlin liberates the political forces which
orientate themselves so that they con-
stitute the ‘Reiss faction,” that is the party
of the Fourth International in the USSR. At
all costs. the Varga faction wants to prevent
the realization of that process. That is why
it ranges itself on the side of Stalinism,
against the ‘Reiss faction.’ as it sides with
Brezhnev against Grigorenko, trying to
distort the struggle with the ‘Reiss
faction’.””

If this paragraph proves anything at all, it
surely proves that the OCI has not only com-
pletely revised Trotsky’'s concept of the
political revolution and the role of the
Fourth International in the USSR, but has
also placed itself firmly on the side of the
Pabloite revisionists.

CONTINUED NEXT ISSUE

“"Re..s faction,” ramed after Ignace Reiss. a
GPU officer who broke with Stalin in the 1930s
and tried to establish contact with Trotsky He
was brutally murdered by GPU agents before
he contacted the Fourth International
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NOTEDOOK

Unbossed
& Unbought?

Shirley Chisholm, Demo-
cratic Congresswoman from
Brooklyn is about to join
company with two other Brook-
lyn Democrats being inves-
tigated for corruption. ‘

Democratic Representatives
Bertram Podell and Frank
Brasco are already under indict-
ment on conflict of interest
charges.

Now the General Accounting
Office, a Congressional watch-
dog agency, has recommended
Justice Department action
against Chisholm for mis-
handling of her presidential elec-
tion campaign funds last year.

Apparently $23,000 has turned
up missing. Investigations are
proceeding on a number of other
charges which the normally very
talkative Mrs. Chisholm has de-
clined to reveal.

“It was not a professional
campaign operation. I am still
paying the bills. People are
fishing for Shirley Chisholm.
They are running me down, but
I'm not the only one.”

Mrs. Chisholm is one of the
best dressed women in Washing-
ton and maintains an expensive
mansion in the Virgin Islands.

Mrs. Chisholm ran her 1972
campaign for the presidency
around the slogan ‘‘unbought and
unbossed.”’

Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm

lUncorruptible

Th> New York City policeman
is of course known throughout
the country for his honesty and
integrity.

A survey conducted here by
the department’s internal affairs
division indicated that only 29
percent of New York’s finest are
petty crooks.

Fiftv-one patrolmen were
handed wallets by undercover
men who told the officers that
they had found the wallets and
wanted the police department to
return them to their owners.

The wallets contained amounts
ranging from $20 to $32 and full
identification of the owners.

Fifteen wallets were never re-
turned.

The officers, when questioned,
either denied receiving the
wallets, claimed they had lost or
misplaced them, or had dropped
them into a mailbox. Only two
admitted to having pocketed the
money.

“It is the worst kind of sleazy
business I have ever heard of,
where the department sees fit to
entice our men into wrong-
doings.”’ Robert M. McKiernan,
Patrolmen’'s Benevolent As-
sociation President told the
press.

John Guido, commander of the
\police anti-corruption unit, said:

“It looks like it shows that
perhaps putting on a uniform
doesn’t change a man’s charac-
ter. But if you did the same thing
with 10 wallets in the general
public, I'm not sure one would
find its way back to the police
station.”

Recently, a police captain was
removed from his post when
eight officers under his
command were caught stealing
cartons of meat from a local
meat packing plant. The same
officer has now been suspended
for authorizing a pistol permit
for a known mafia man.

A question remains as to
whether the 36 policemen who
returned the wallets were
simply too busy with more lucra-
tive activities to bother with
such petty cash.

Laundering
$100,000

New evidence continues to
pour in that President Nixon and
the Committee to Re-elect the
President were operating the
greatest extortion ring in
history.

The case of American Air-
lines is typical. George A.
Spater, former chairman of
American told the Senate Water-
gate Committee that he was
worried the administration
might turn down a merger be-
tween American and Western.

He was told by presidential at-
torney Herbert Kalmbach that
$100,000 would place his
company in a ‘‘special class.”

The contribution was covered
up by an elaborate ‘‘laun-
dering”’ scheme including phony

commissions to a Lebanese|

agent through a Swiss bank.

A fictitious invoice was drawn
up for payment of a commission
to a Lebanese agent for the sale
of a used airplane. A $100,000
check was sent to a Swiss bank
account controlled by the agent.

The agent cashed the check,
sent another one to Chase Man-
hattan in New York, flew to New
York, withdrew the funds from
Chase and turned the cash over
to American Airlines. ‘

The crumbling Nixon adminis-
tration is now being beseiged by
a host of dissatisfied customers
who not only feel themselves the
victims of extortion but are com-
plaining that they did not get
what they paid for.

First Class
In Moscow

Anatoly Dobrynin, the Soviet
Ambassador to the US, made
clear that the welcome mat is
out for American businessmen in
his speech to the sixtieth Na-
tional Foreign Trade Conven-
tion in New York. ' ;

““Together with American
companies, we have made ar-
rangements to build a $110
million International Trade
Center in Moscow.”

“In addition to 400 offices...the
center will have two apartment
houses with about 600 units and a
first class motel.

“To completely satisfy the
tastes of our trading partners,
the center will include a thea-
ter-concert hall. So American
businessmen after closing of
deals, will enjoy our ballet next
door.” )

RN
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The Lordstown Four, from left to right: Paul Kacir, Homer Browr‘\,b
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GM Blacklisting Four
Lordstown Workers

BY DAVID NORTH

LORDSTOWN, Nov. 16—General Motors has blacklisted four auto workers
fired last month after being arrested outside the assembly plant here shortly
before the start of a wildcat strike.

The four Lordstown
workers, members of Local
1112, face jail and heavy fines
for having exercised the right
to picket. Paul Kacir, Homer
Brown, and Patrick Miller
already have been sentenced
to 90 days in jail and $200
fines under an obscure 180-
year-old statute against con-
cealing one’s identity in
public, which in this case is
being used to outlaw picket-
ing.

Richard Welsh, the fourth
worRer, faces a criminal trial on
a framed-up charge of having
carried a concealed weapon.

Since being fired, the workers
have been unable to find a steady
job. They have been blacklisted
by General Motors throughout
the Youngstown area and
perhaps throughout the state of
Ohio. .

“I have looked for jobs at
three dozen places,” Welsh told
the Bulletin. ‘‘But when they find
out who I am, the result is
always the same—nothing avail-
able.

BLACKLIST
““One man told me: ‘There is no
such thing as a blacklist, but you
sure are on it.’ :

“I have been looking for a job
every single day, and not one
person has called me yet even to
tell me that they do not need
me.”’

Welsh said that the only source
of income for his family is a
part-time job held by his wife.
He said that it may be ne-
cessary for him to move out of
Ohio.

The firing of the four workers,
the charges brought against
them, and now the estab-
lishment of the notorious black-
list system is part of a campaign
by the government and the
corporations against the demo-
cratic rights of every worker.

“I think this case is important
to every worker, not just auto
workers,”’ declared Welsh. “If
they can use some obscure law
to take away our right to picket,
then workers have no rights.

‘“Anyone on a picket line will
be in trouble if we lose this.”

Homer Brown, who was
threatened with ‘shotgun-toting
troopers at the time of his
arrest, said that he has found it
impossible to get a job.

“No matter where I go, once

they find out who I am, that is it.
That goes not only for plants, but
also for smaller local employ-
ers.

“I tried to get this job from a
guy who was just begging for
people to drive delivery trucks.
At first when I told him I needed
a job, he was very gung-ho. The
only thing he said was that I
should get my hair cut. I told
him that I would be glad to.

“But when I told him where I
had worked and why I lost my
job, his attitude changed. He had
been dying for me to take the job
until he found out about my
arrest outside the Lordstown
plant.

“I have never seen anything
like this blacklist. General
Motors had our names plastered
all over the newspapers. The
Youngstown Vindicator said we
did this or that as if we were
some hoods or criminals.

““You hear people talk about a
blacklist, but you do not tend to
believe it. But just try asking
anyone for a job.”

MOCKERY
Brown said that his trial was a
mockery of justice. Both the
judge and prosecutor insulted
and browbeat the four auto

workers, refusing to consider the
charges made against the
troopers.

“I was getting pretty mad the
way the prosecutor was calling
us liars when we were the only
ones telling the truth.”

Brown, Kacir and Miller are
appealing their sentence and are
expecting a final decision by
February. Welsh’s trial is also
due in February.

Auto workers must not let this
union-busting attack on Lords-
town workers succeed. Every
local of the UAW and through-
out the trade union movement
must come to the defense of the
Lordstown Four.

SUPPORT

Financial support for the
workers must be raised in the
locals for these workers. Auto
workers in Local 216 in South-
gate are to consider a motion
pledging aid to workers during
the period of their court fight
and sentence.

The fight for the defense of
democratic rights requires
above all stepping up the
campaign to drive Nixon out of
office and to construct a labor
party pledged to socialist
policies.

All contributions can be
mailed to: Nancy Vasquez, 14466
Euclid Avenue, Apt. 11, East
Cleveland, Ohio 44112.

subscribe now to the twice-weekly!

O $1.00 for 2 months
O $3.00 for 6 months
O $6.00 for 1 year




midwest news-

CoalMiners'

Walkout

Hits lllinois

BY CYNTHIA BLAKE
ILLINOIS—A statewide strike movement is
building up here in defense of 115 miners who were
locked out of the Midland Coal Company strip mine
when it shut down on October 6. .

Almost 4000 miners walked out
early last week, and by Friday
over 7000 of the state’s 10,000
miners were on the lines.

According to United Mine
Workers District 12 President
Kenneth Dawes: “It appears
from the information we are
getting that it could possibly be
the whole state by the weekend.”’

Peabody Coal Company, one of
the largest in the state, has
threatened to seek an injunction
against the strikers in federal
court.

The dispute centers on a ruling
in central Illinois’s Knox County,
demanding that strip mining
companies must fill in mine sites
with at least four feet of top soil
so that it can once again be used
for farm land. Vast areas of
central- Illinois have been
stripped and lie barren and
eroded after mining operations
move on.

Strike At
Caterpillar

Over 33,000 members of
the United ‘Auto Workers
Union who work for the
Caterpillar Tractor Com-
pany walked off their jobs on
noon Thursday in five states.

Twenty-eight thousand of
these workers are located in
six lllinois plants. Con-
tracts expired on October 1
and have been extended

during negotiations.

Steel Ranks
‘Hurt By
Fuel Cuts

BY WILL ROEHMER

CHICAGO—Two days after
Nixon’s speech demanding
special powers to deal with
the energy crisis, many
United Steel Workers of
America members at US
Steel’s South Works plant in
Chicago who had been on a
four day week were laid off.

The Bulletin spoke with
workers at the South Works
plant. Further cutbacks are
being discussed in every depart-
ment. ‘‘They have already com-
bined jobs. We used to have six
hookers, now we have two. Other
jobs have been cut completely™

‘“When you take steel to 1200 or
1300 degrees and hold it there for
an hour, that takes a lot of gas. If
they run low on gas, that will
shut down the process.

“Now, you figure that this
company has spent $26,000 or
more to change over from coal
to this clear fuel. If they have to
change back over to coal, that
could do it. If they are forced to,
they will just shut down, and get
rid of it, believe me. In a pinch,
they would let us all go.”

Midland is the only mining
company in Knox County, and
their refusal to comply with this
directive leaves the miners
stranded without jobs.

Like the energy crisis, the
demands for ecological improve-
ment are being seized on by
industrialists as a convenient
excuse for shutting down mar-
ginal operations and laying off
thousands of men. -

Huge Ford Assembly piant in Lorain, Ohio, has been shut down by 7400
members of United -Auto Workers Local 425 in a strike over local issues.

Columbus Truck Drivers
Defy Mayor’s Threats

COLUMBUS, OHIO—Truck drivers and mechanics of Teamsters Local 413
went out on a wildcat strike in protest of International President Vick

- Everett’s failure to support members refusing to cross picket lines at

transport and terminal during a wildcat earlier this week.

Local 413 drivers are also
protesting a newly imposed
50 mile an hour limit on high-
ways causing many drivers to
be consistently fined.

Meanwhile, negotiators in
Chicago are meeting with indivi-
dual locals to find out if they are
in favor of walking off the job.

The action could virtually
paralyze the central states.
Columbus Local 413 vice-presi-
dent is meeting with truck
drivers in an attempt to end the
strike.

A rank and file member re-
ported that members are un-
willing to cooperate with the
International and are displaying
buttons in support of Victor
Mango, who is opposing Everett
in next month’s election.

Columbus Ohio Mayor Tom
Moody has indicated that he
would take drastic actions
should the strike continue.
Moody did not elaborate on what
is meant by drastic actions, but
city attorney James Hughes said

that the mayor would ask Gover-
nor Gilligan to call out the Na-
tional Guard to drive the gaso-
line and fuel tanks.

Hughes further hinted that
should the governor refuse such
orders, the city would petition
the court to have city employees

move in and drive the trucks. A
local trucking firm, S. J. Egner
& Son Company, West Ridge-
field, Ohio, has asked Mayor
Tom Moody to have a pclice
cruiser to accompany each of 10
scabbing drivers who want to
operate the company’s trucks.

Minnesota Y$

Launches Defense

, BY A REPORTER
A committee to defend the University of Minnesota Young
Socialists was formed today at the University based on the
understanding that the attempt to get the YS off the campus is
an attack on all students and their right to organize against
Nixon’s drive toward dictatorship.

The committee was launched

after a press conference in

which Kathleen Megarry
pledged that the fight would be
waged openly before the stu-
dents in such a way that the role
of the administration in backing

IAM Local Calls
Off Wage Action

BY A LOCAL 113
- MEMBER -

CHICAGO—The lead-
ership of International As-
sociation of Machinists Local
113, tool and die makers, has
declared unofficial all strike
action against a threatened
wage rollback by the Cost of
Living Council.

The leadership is also op-
posing a demonstration at the
council hearings.

Since there are 100 scattered
shops in the area, this is a blow
to united action.

These actions of the lead-

-ership are in direct violation of a

unanimously passed resolution
at an October meeting man-
dating the leadership to call a
special meeting of affected
shops to plan a strategy against
any rollback.

Local 113 has 44 contracts pro-
viding for a 12 percent wage
increase this year with 30
percent over three years. Most
workers have been receiving the
12 percent since June in vio-
lation of federal law.

Should the contracts be rolled
back to the 5.5 percent, each
worker would stand to loose
about $5000. Wages in 14 non-
union job shops have also been
challenged.

up Nixon would be made clear.

She announced that because of
the refusal of the YS to meet
with the administration behind
the backs of the students, L.F.
Snoxell, secretary of the
committee on student behavior,
declared the committee would
now decide whether to pursue
the matter in the absence of the
YS.

This attack on the YS grows
out of their protection of a
meeting called in defense of the
Arab revolution from disuption
by an agent provocateur.

The Young Socialist Alliance
has sent a statement of support
to the YS which states in part:

“The Young Socialist Alliance
supports the right of, all campus
groups to function freely at the
University of Minesota. We
oppose any and all attempts of
the University administration to
restrict this right.

‘“...While we differ politically
with the YS we support its demo-
cratic right to meet and carry on
activities without disruption and
will defend this group and
anyone else.” e SR
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PERSPECTIVES
FOR THE
AMERICAN
REVOLUTION

BALTIMORE
SAT., NOV. 24
United Methodist Church

Chase & Washington Sts.
7:30 p.m.

Speaker:
Lucy St. John,
Editor, Bulletin}

| 151 West Jefferson

PITTSBURGH
University of Pittsburgh
Student Union
Schenley Hall
Room 425
SAT., DEC. 1
4:00 p.m.

. DETROIT
~ FRIL., DEC. 14
Veterans Memorial
Building

Room 814
7:00 p.m.

Speaker:

Tim Wohlforth,
National Secretary,
Workers League

Workers League-Young
Socialists
Class Series

AN INTRODUCTIONw
TO DIALECTICAL
MATERIALISM

Lecturer:

Tim Wohlforth,
National Secretary,
Workers League

eBeing and Thought

eMan and Nature

eDialectical Materialism as the
Theory of Knowledge

of Marxism

*The Revolutionary Party
and the Working Class

EVERY WEDNESDAY
135 W. 14th St.
7th Floor
7:30 p.m.

$1.00 Trade Unionists
_-50 Youth and Unemp'ov.e*
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The Writings of Leon Trotsky
(1932), published by Pathfinder
Press documents an important
period in the preparation of the
Fourth International in the
struggle for Bolshevism against
the attempts of Stalin to destroy
it.

With the consolidation of its
rule in the Soviet Union, the pri-
vileged bureaucracy moved to
smash all independent move-
ment of the working class, and
particularly its conscious leader-
ship in the Left Opposition led by
Leon Trotsky.

The Opposition was hounded
and repressed. Trotsky was
expelled from the party in 1927
and a year later banished from
the workers state he had helped
to found. From 1929 to 1933, he
lived in exile in Turkey. The arti-
cles and documents in this
volume cover the period from
January to December of 1932,
part of the exile in Turkey.

During this period, the
development of - revolutionary
cadres against the bureaucracy
took place within the frame-
work of the Communist Inter-
national. The fight as a faction in
the Comintern was to continue,
until the last hope of reforming it
was exhausted with Hitler’s
victory in Germany.

This important period of

"ideological struggle inevitably

restricted the Opposition to a
largely propagandistic exis-
tence oriented toward the Com-
munist Parties, which forbade
their members from even
speaking to supporters of the
Opposition.

This necessary stage in the
development of the movement
had to be negated as new
developments in the class
struggle made new demands on
the party. In 1932, the world
depression had brought
economic activity in the
advanced capitalist countries
down to less than one-half of its
pre-1929 levels. The gigantic
economic collapse, on a scale
never seen before, set the stage
for historic political upheavals.

The New PeriodA

The working class was
beginning to recover from the
first stunning blows of mass
unemployment and wage-
cutting. The middle classes had
been reduced to ruin. Through-
out Europe, the question of
power was posed. What was
required was a resolute and
prepared leadership, boldly
leading the working class and
gaining the support of wide sec-
tions of the middle class, who
would ostherwise fall prey to fas-
cism. Trotsky wrote about this
situation:

“The difference is that in 1917,
at the head of the party was a
leadership which met- all the
demands the great tasks posed
on it. Now there is not even a
trace of one. Such a conglomera-
tion of criminal errors which the
Stalinist bureaucracy is now
committing all over the globe
could not be wished on the prole-
tarian revolution even by its
worst enemy.”’

Under these circumstances,
Trotsky sought to prepare the
International Left Opposition for
the struggle for revolutionary
leadership of the masses by
fighting in the Third Inter-
national against Stalin’s policies.

The critical turning point in
Germany was 1932. The Comin-
tern had a last opportunity to
stop Hitler.

The 1932 Fight

by Fred Mueller—

Following Stalin’s orders, the
German CP combined revolu-
tionary phrases with an absolute
refusal to lead the working class
in struggle against the fascists.

The Social Democrats,
supported by millions of
workers, were labeled ‘‘social
fascist,” thus accepting and
deepening the split in the
working class and allowing the
Social Pemocratic and trade
union leaders to maintain their
grip instead of exposing them in
the course of a struggle against
the fascist enemy. ‘

Centrism To
Betrayal

This was to culminate in the
defeat of the working class
without an organized fight. This
led directly to the decision to
found the Fourth International in
1933.

This was a period during which
Stalin prepared for the Moscow
Trials of 1936 to 1938, for -the
actual physical extermination of
the party which had led the
October Revolution in Russia.

The road from centrism to
conscious betrayal was exposed
at every point by Trotsky.
Socialism in one country meant
socialism in only one country,
collaboration with one wing of

imperialism or the other against-.
. the working class internation-

ally and brutal repression of the
revolutionary forces.

The bureaucracy proceeded
from the expulsion of Trotsky
and his supporters to depor-
tation of Trotsky and vicious
repression of Opposition
adherents in the USSR. The next
major step was the deprivation
of Trotsky’s Soviet citizenship,
along with that of the members
of his family by a decree of
February 20, 1932. Trotsky
answered this with an Open
Letter to the Presidium of the
Central Executive Committee of
the USSR.

Trotsky showed how this latest
move was an expression of the
bureatcracy’s weakness, not of
its strength. It was prepared
through the reprinting of obvious
forgeries in Pravda and
Izvestia, the official Soviet party
and government newspapers.

Even after publicizing
forgeries which desperately
sought to link Trotsky to various
fascist groups, the bureaucracy
was forced to concoct an amal-
gam to attempt to justify its
action against Trotsky. The
decree removing Trotsky’s citi-
zenship included his name on a
list of 37, most of whom were
Menshevik leaders.

Stalin’s next major step
against Bolshevism was the
expulsion of Zinoviev and
Kamenev from the Soviet
Communist Party in October
1932. Trotsky drew the lessons of
this in order to deepen the fight
for Marxism against the bureau-
cracy.

He explained that Zinoviev and
Kamenev had refused to begin
from an understanding of the
objective situation and what it
required. They thought they

could cheat history. They

thought that by means of maneu-
vers and.diplomacy they could
remain in the party to fight
another day. Remaining in the
party was the justification they
gave for their original capitula-
tion to Stalin in 1927, when the
Opposition had great strength
within the party.
CONTINUED NEXT ISSUE
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East Bay and Sacramento Teamsters have been isolated after séttlemenc in San Francisco. See page 11.

Lockheed Fires 1000
In Aerospace Crisis

BY MITCH PATTERSON

LOS ANGELES—The over one billion dollar loan granted to Lockheed by the
Nixon government and several banking and airline creditors in February 1971

has exploded because
embargo.
The downslide at Lockheed

comes on the heels of the
bankruptcy of the US Na-

tional Bank of San Diego, the -

biggest bank collapse in US
history. _

Just a few days ago, Lockheed
announced the postponement and
probable cancellation by

Eastern and now PSA airlines of -

over nine Tristar jets originally
scheduled for production earlier
this year. This has already
meant the laying off of 1000
workers from the Burbank and
Palmdale plants. By the end of
the year, at least 2500 will be laid
off at Lockheed’s Southern
California operations.

The repercussions of these cut-
backs will be felt not only in
aerospace related industries in
California, but across the US and
on an international level.

The president of International
Association of Machinists Local
1770 told the Bulletin, ‘“This is
the biggest crisis in aerospace
since Rolls Royce in 1971. The
men weren’t ready for this. The
layoffs came as a shock because
they were working six to seven
days a week before this month.
One hundred to 150 new men
were being brought in every
week. These layoffs have mostly
affected the young men with less
than 90 days on the job.”

An official for Lockheed
Corporation said, ‘“There will be
slim chance for any kind of
recovery, at least not for another
year. It depends on sales.”

Lockheed is experiencing a
profit squeeze: all the artificial
credit that propped it up in 1971
is falling out of the bottom.

ROLLS ROYCE

Rolls Royce, who supplied the
engines for Lockheed, the
largest defense contractor in the
world, folded at the beginning of
1971. This meant either one of
the wotld’s largest aerospace
magnates would follow suit, or
there would be full government
intervention to pull Lockheed out
of the red. Nixon along with
several banks decided to loan

Lockheed over a biilion dellars.

Lockheed is the principle
employer in the San Fernando
and Antelope valleys. Here
workers are being forced to pay
for Lockheed’s crisis not only
through unemployment but also
through deteriorating work
conditions.

of Nixon’s energy measures. and the Mideast oil

Aerospace workers must
immediately demand the
nationalization of aerospace
under the control of a labor
government. This crisis comes
in an entirely different period -
than 1971. There will be no subsi-
dies from the government to
save Lockheed this time.

Army To Test
Nerve Gas

SALT LAKE CITY~—The US Army intends to resume open
air testing of deadly nerve gas. Such tests had been sus-
pended since a 1970 incident at the Dugway, Utah test site,

The announcement was made
by Army Secretary Howard
Callaway in a speech here.

Nerve gases are so deadly that
they can be used to massacre a
whole population. They cannot
be controlled in a battle situa-
tion. .

Most of these gases are so
toxic even to the user that they
can only be controlled as
weapons in the form of two
separate ingredients which are
combined only at the time of
actual use.

Laboratory tests have not
given army acientists sufficient
confidence that the combination

-when 6500 sheep were killed after a gas leakage.

will take place successfully
under war conditions. Open air
testing is the direct preparation
for using the gases.

Defense Department press
spokesman Jerry Friedheim
issued a panicky denial of press
reports of Callaway’s speech,
saying: “There are no plans at
all”” for open air testing.

In a later speech to ROTC
cadets in Columbus, Ohio, Calla-
way confirmed that the tests
would go forward once ap-
proved by Nixon, the Defense
Department, and environmental
protection agencies.

600 Strike Airline

LOS ANGELES—Pacific
Southwest Airlines was struck at
8 pm Thursday by Teamsters
Local 2707, which represents 600
aircraft mechanics, fuelers,
ticket agents, and baggage
handlers.

The union is seeking a wage

- increase of 90 cents an hour to

give parity with other airline
mechanics and opposes a com-
pany proposal to subcontract
future maintenance to non-PSA
employees.

PSA carries half the Los
Angeles to San Francisco

passenger traffic. Other runs in
California will be cancelled
while supervisory personnel try
to maintain the lucrative com-
muter run.

Floyd Andrews, PSA- presi-
dent, said PSA and the union are
“about three million dollars
apart and we absolutely cannot
tolerate their demands.”

The company will try to force

. pilots to cross the picket lines,

but Teamster leader Marvin
Griswold said: :

“We seriously doubt whether
pilots will fly without main-
tenance.”’



west coastnews

Construction

Ranks Strike |
Wage Board |

BY TIM NELSON
SAN FRANCISCO—Carpenters and pilebucks in
the Bay Area have taken the lead shown by the New
York hospital workers and opened a massive strike
against Nixon’s wage freeze.

They shut down major
construction sites in San
Francisco and San Mateo
Counties Wednesday,
November 14 and sites in Ala-
meda County on Thursday.

A contract signed two years
ago includes a 65 cent wage
increase effective last June 16.
The Construction Industry
Stabilization Committee broke
the contract in June and now
leads the Associated General
Contractors in a drive to cut 50
cents from the raise.

“The government doesn’t have
the right to cut our raise,” said
Pete Henderson, a carpenter at
Embarcadero Center in San
Francisco. ‘“We’re the ones who
need a raise. Big business backs
Nixon. Last year Nixon didn’t
pay as much in taxes as I did.
Even if we get a raise it will be
eaten up by prices.”

Keith from Local 22 in San
Francisco told the Bulletin:
‘“What the contractors are doing
is illegal. The government also is
illegal. During the 1930s they
made collective bargaining
legal. Now it seems like a rever-
sal of all that.”

Robert Mounce, an official for
the Associated General
Contractors, has announced the
intention of the contractors to
file for an injunction to force
carpenters back to work. In the
face of this, Dan De Carlo,
secretary of the San Francisco
Building and Construction
Trades Council, told the Bulletin
that no request for strike sanc-
tion has been made.

Local union heads prevented
wildcats when the cut was first
imposed. For five months they

Teamster Leader Isolates

have followed a treacherous
policy of protest in courts and
the Congress. Workers exploded
against this betrayal at the Cow
Palace November 9.

At one of nine mass meetings
called throughout Northern
California to further protest the
cut, District Council
Representatives Watts and
Rebeiro were forced to leave the
platform when militants
stormed the mike, and 4000
carpenters took a voice vote to
strike.

The CISC was set up by Nixon
and the Democratic Congress in
1971 as forerunner to the Pay
Board. With the help of the
building trades bureaucracy, the
committee has already imposed
renegotiations and wage cuts on
two other trades.

Carpenters must shut down all
Northern California construc-
tion as part of the fight to build a
labor party and throw Nixon out.

esidents of the StratfordApartment House in LA watch their homes burn as a resuit of a city ordinance which
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gives landlords four years to correct building violations. See our report, page 12.

Fremont Workers

Demand Strike

BY A REPORTER

FREMONT—Leonard Woodcock has arbitrarily declared the Ford contract
ratified, in violation of the constitution which grants the skilled workers veto

power.

Now he has announced that
if no tentative agreement is
reached on November 19 with
General Motors, there will
not be a national strike, only
local ministrikes.

This is the first time in UAW
history that the bureaucracy has

sought to ban a national strike
when no agreement was reached
in a major contract.

In Local 1364 at Fremont, the
sentiment for a strike is over-
whelming. But just as
nationally, so in Local 1364, all
the so-called left bureaucrats,
the Stalinists, and centrists are

Unions Prepare Massive
Food Industry Shutdown

BY SHEILA BREHM

LOS ANGELES—In
what could be the most
powerful strike in LA
labor history, four
major unions involving
over 100,000 workers are
planning to shut down
the southern California

East Bay Beer Drivers

BY BARRY GREY
SAN FRANCISCO—Beer
distributors in the East Bay
and Sacramento have
rejected the settlement
reached in San Francisco.

The International leadership
of the Teamsters and the Local
888 bureaucrats forced the San
Francisco beer drivers back to
work last week with the worst
contract in decades, isolating the
drivers in the other areas.

Now the distributors outside of
San Francisco, led by Coors, are
refusing to negotiate, main-
taining that the Teamsters no
longer represent the drivers.

VOTED
The workers only voted to
ratify the agreement for San
Francisco on the basis that the
San Francisco drivers would
return to the strike if the East

Bay distributors held out.

The Teamster leadership has
not said a word about bringing
the San Francisco workers out to
rejoin the rest of the drivers.
Bay Area Teamster head, Jack
Goldberger, said that he hoped
the employers would agree to
resume talks.

The distributors are suffering
heavy losses as a result of the
strike. But they are determined
to hold out. They are relying on
the National Labor Relations
board to decertify the Team-
sters. -

The ranks in the East Bay and
Sacramento must demand that
the leadership call out the San
Francisco drivers to reunite the
strike until a contract is won for
all the drivers. Any attempt to
enforce the court injunction
against picketing or the decerti-
fication elections must be met
with a general strike of the Bay
Area labor movement.

food industry Sunday at
midnight. ,

Workers from the Team
sters, Meat Cutters, Mach-
inists, and Operating En-
gineers are overwhelmingly
anxious to go out in spite of
some union officials’ at-
tempts to call off the show-
down.

The Retail Clerks Union,
whose drug store division is in
the second week of a strike
against the Thrifty Drug Stores,
has pledged ‘its complete
support, calling on its members
not to cross the picket lines.

John Thompson, a retail clerk,
told the Bulletin: “I can’t wait
for the strike. We will back them
all the way.”

BOOST

Strikers at Thrifty say they
are counting on the strike to
boost their fight against
Thrifty’s union-busting aims and
refusal to offer a wage hike or in-
crease benefits.

Because the strike will vir-
tually halt all food distribution,
federal mediators are panicked.
A federal official’s appeal to
extend the strike deadline has
been rejected.

SEVERE

Usery, director of the Federal
Mediation Service wired union
leaders and management saying
that a strike would have a
‘‘severe impact on the
economy’’ in the area. This is an
ominous warning that the gov-

ernment may declare a national
emergency, calling in the police
to force strikers back.

The main issue for the meat
cutters is the fight to retain the
40 hour guarantee. The grocery
chains want to abandon it and
give only a four hour per day

guarantee.

GUARANTEE

Jim Brown, a meat cutter at
Ralph’s Supermarket, ex-
plained: ‘“We have always had
the guarantee, but they want to
take it away, lay people off, and
send us home when it is slow.
You cannot raise a family unless
you are guaranteed work.”

Although the ranks in all the
unions involved want a full cost
of living clause and substantial
wage increases, union officials
have not put this in the fore-
front.

Teamster officials say they
will demand a 6.2 percent wage
hike which is just a little over
government guidelines. In terms
of money, it is far below what
Teamsters won in 1967.

LOCKED OUT
The scheduled strike will join
up with over 2000 Teamsters

from the liquor distributing in- -

dustry who have been locked out
for three weeks. As the holiday
season draws near, liquor stores
are beginning to feel the impact.
Meat cutters have never had a
cost of living and officials from
Local 551 told the Bulletin: ‘“We
are not discussing wages yet.”

lining up with Woodcock against
a national strike because they
know it will mean a confronta-
tion with the government.

Earlie Mays, shop chairman
and head of the Brotherhood "
Caucus, has called an emer-
gency meeting for Saturday on
the contract.

A Brotherhood leaflet called
on the ranks to rally around the
local leadership, ‘‘strike or no
strike.”” It made vague refer-
ence to local issues as ‘‘all
important,”’ such as job prefer-
ence, medical care on the job,
and better safety. But it made no
mention of wages, thereby
supporting the three percent
wage pattern.

The Trade Union Alliance for a
Labor Party in Local 1364 is
fighting for the Saturday
meeting to call for a national
strike against GM to overturn
Woodcock’s sellout.
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La Policia: Cuerpo Represivo

El Departamento de la Policia de Nueva York esta llevando
una intensa camparia de reclutamiento entre la juventud negra
e hispana. El proposito de esta es conseguir alrededor de cinco
mil policias es un espacio de dos afos, de acuerdo con ellos
para poder “infiltrar” la comunidades.

Con el alto porcentaje de desempleo al que se enfrentan
estos sectores de jovenes, la propaganda radial se basaen los
beneficios econdémicos que pueden obtener dl igual que educa-
cionales.

Al mismo tiempo que el gobierno ha parado o mermado los
fundos para la educacion, los trabajos de verano, el departa-
mento de la policia ha recibido fuertes sumas de dinero con la
cual ha adquirido los Ultimos adelantos técnicos para llevar
a cabo la represion en contra de los obreros y los jovenes que
no aceptan las condiciones de miseria en la que tienen que
vivir.

Esta medida de reenforzar sus filas se basa en la necesidad
del gobierno en esta época de crisis de llevar los més brutales
ataques contra los sindicatos y la juventud desempleada, como
a la clase obrera en general.

Esta campafia de reclutamiento cuenta con vastos fondos
para su difucion radial, anuncios en la televicion como la
asignacion de cientos de agentes policiacos en las comuni-
dades para propagarla.

El policia se pinta como el trabajador social de la comun-
idad. El hermano mayor, el confidente, el protector de los
ansianos y de la juventud desprivilejiada. '

Este es el cuerpo armado que usa la burguesia para ellos
poder mantener sus ganancias y mantener a las masas obreras
en estado de miseria. Cuando los mas grandes pillos y asesi-
nos son los que estan en el poder. iovenes son acribillados por
las balas de los policias bajo ordenes de ese mismo gobierno

En Filadelfia se ha establecido un toque de queda para los
jovenes de dieciseis afos. Esto ocurre al mismo tiempo en que
los centros comunales que estos jovenes utilizaban para pasar
el tiempo han sido o cerrados o las diversiones que ofrecen son
sumamente limitadas.

A la misma vez que se ha disminuido el presupuesto escolar,
atacando el derecho basico de una educacion decente, la
fuerza policial se ha triplicado en las escuelas. Esto con el
propésito de evitar que los estudiantes se rebelen en contra de
los cortes en el presupuesto.

En los arrabales como en las comunidades de trabajadores
se ha incrementado la fuerza policial a pesar de que la ciudad
se declara sin fondos para costear programas de entrenami-
ento para jovenes y las viviendas se hallan destartaladas.

Los obreros de hospitales que luego de esperar cuatro
meses por un aumento de 7.5 porciento se han lanzado a
huelga, se han enfrentado a los brutales ataques por parte de la
policia. Siendo al mismo tiempo muchos de ellos arrestados al
no permitir fa entrada de rompe-huelgas.

Los mineros en Harlan, que llevan una huelga hace dos
meses por reconocimiento del sindicato de los mineros y en
contra de las condiciones de trabajo y de vida que se enfren-
tan, conjuntamente con sus esposas e hijos han luchado mano
a mano contra la fuerza policial. En estos momentos tienen un
caso pendiente en corte a traves del cual el gobierno los puede
enviar a la carcel.

Ataques en contra de los derechos basicos de los traba-
jadores, la represién abierta en contra de la juventud, estas son
las funciones de los policias.

En Los Angeles, una reunién de la Juventud Socialista, brazo
juvenil de la Liga Obrera fue abruptamente interumpida por la
policia bajo protesta de que algunos de los alli presente se
habian robado unas leches. Trataron de arrestar a tres
muchachas pero el rancho era tan fraudulento que optaron por
dejarlas en libertad.

Ningun miembro de la clase obrera debe ingresar en la
policia para ayudar a este gobierno ha atacar los derechos
basicos de los obreros. Esa es la labor que histéricamente ha
llevado la policia y la que ahora cuando la clase obrera se halla
a la ofensiva, este cuerpo armado de la burguesia se prepara

BY SHEILA BREHM

Fire Kills 24 In
LA 'Death Trap’

LOS ANGELES—A city ordinance which gives landlords four years to
correct building violations has caused the murder of 24 people including
several children and injury to over 50 people when the worst fire in the history
of Los Angeles swept through the Stratford Apartment house.

The ordinance, which was
passed after 19 people were
killed in the 1970 Ponet
Square Hotel fire, ordered
that stairwells be enclosed in
three-story buildings that
were built before 1943. The
three-story Stratford was or-
dered to enclose its stair-
wells on April 4, 1972, but
having four years, the land-
lord did nothing.

The fire, which broke out in
the middle of the night, started
in a lobby sofa and swept
through the building to the upper
floors in a matter of minutes,
burning through thin panneled
apartment doors of the wood
frame stucco structure.

Mrs. Susan Mons, a widow who
reported the fire from her apart-
ment across the street, des-
cribed the nightmare: ‘“‘People
were hollering and screaming,
the glass was popping and crack-

ing. People were jumping and

falling out of windows.”

The Stratford, nothing but a
shell now, was the home of 125 to
159 people—elderly men and
women on fixed incomes, fami-
lies with low incomes, and young
single men. It is one of 11 out of
1550 buildings in LA with numer-
ous building violations requiring
corrective work. Only 98 have
been completed.

Robert Webb and his wife,
both retired, moved from the
Stratford two years ago. Mr.
Webb told the Bulletin:

“I used to do maintenance
work there. I know every crack
and crevice; the building was not
safe.”’

For the Webbs, this is the
second building in which they
once lived that has burned down.

Thomas Dorsey, a mainten-
ance employee who works near
the Stratford told the Bulletin:

para contraatacarnos.

NIXON...

{Continued From Page 1)

cheering members of the Na-
tional Realtors Association that
he will not “‘walk away until I
get the job done.”

That speech was the spring-
board for his present tour of the
South where he has gone to rally
the most reactionary and right-
wing supporters behind his bid to
remain in office.

Nixon spent Sunday in Macon,
Georgia honoring 90 year old
Congressman Carl Vinson,
former chairman of the House
Armed Services Committee. On
Tuesday, he flies to Memphis to
address Republican governors.

This frenzied tour is a dan-
gerous new version of his 1968
Southern Strategy in which he
forged a coalition of staunch
labor haters to win the presi-
dency.

Nixon has been encouraged to
launch this offensive because the
Democratic Party has demon-
strated that it has no desire to
impeach him.

Democratic Party national
chairman, Robert S. Strauss told
the press this week that he is
opposed to impeachment be-
cause ‘‘it would be bad for the
country.”

As Nixon demonstrates his
clear determination to stay in
office, the AFL-CIO bureau-
cracy refuses to break with the
Democratic Party and mobilize
the labor movement to drive this
government out.

Instead, it is giving Nixon val-
uable time to prepare his coun-
terattack.

The whole impeachment drive
of the AFL-CIO is bankrupt as it
is dependent on the Democrats
who now openly reveal they do
not want to impeach Nixon.

The labor bureaucracy refuses
to unite the working class
against Nixon at the very
moment when a massive strike
movement against the wage
guidelines is building through-
out the country.

This is the only reason why a
government which has been so
completely exposed as bank-
rupt, crooked, and weak is still
in power.

A new leadership must be built
in the trade unions against this
bureaucracy. The strike of

hospital workers in New York
and the rejection of the Ford
contract by the UAW skilled
tradesmen shows that the
working class is ready to fight
Nixon.

All workers must fight to build
this new leadership around the
campaign of the Bulletin for
massive demonstrations in
every city demanding Nixon’s
resignation and for the prepara-
tion of a general strike if he
refuses to resign.

The working class must
organize independently of the
Democrats who now stand with
Nixon and fight for a Congress of
Labor as a first step towards
building a labor party that will
defend the interests of the
working people on the basis of
socialist policies.

The capitalist class is driven
to the most ruthless dictatorial
actions by an economic crisis
that is totally out of control.

Inflation spirals upward,
production continues to decline,
and now the two tier gold
system, one of the few re-
maining structures of the 1944
postwar monetary agreement,
has been abolished.

We will not allow this. Nixon
has never been weaker than he is
now.

We urge all workers to take
the Bulletin into their plants and
to join the Workers League in
order to build the leadership re-
quired to defeat Nixon.

“It hurts me so much even
though I did not know any of the
people.

SENSELESS

“All these senseless deaths,
especially the babies and
children. They did not even have
a chance.

‘“The city politicians, Reagan,
and Nixon do not have to live like
this. They make thousands of
dollars a month and they would
move out.

“But working people and poor
people, we cannot move out. We
are stuck in these death traps.

“These buildings are not safe
and they know it. Something
should be done about poor
housing.

“I blame the fire officials, the
politicians, and Nixon. I do not
care what color or religion a
person is, no one should have to
live like this. These people were
murdered.”’

George Callahan, an elderly
man, was going through the
rubble with firemen searching
for his belongings—one suitcase
and a portable TV. He moved
into the Stratford only a few
weeks ago.

TERRIBLE
He said about the fire: “It was
terrible. Everything was black
and I could not see anything. The
firemen got me out. If I had not
been on the first floor, I would
not be here now.”

Hundreds of former tenants
and neighbors crowded near the
burned out building. One man
was seen sobbing over the death
of his wife and three children.

The day of the fire, city offi-
cials scurried around to amend
the four year moratorium on
fixing fire hazards. Still up-
holding the rights of the land-
lords to protect their profits,
buildings do not have to be cor-
rected for one year.

Now, in a vicious campaign,
city officials are trying to pin the
blame on Michael Altenburg, an
18-year-old unemployed youth.

Screaming ‘‘transient’’ on
radio broadcasts and newspaper
headlines, police refuse to reveal
any details surrounding his
alleged connection with the fire.

Altenburg was picked up on a
bus stop bench near UCLA,
many miles from the Stratford
apartments.

Leon Trotskhy
BOLCHEVISMO
Y STALINISMO

a pr osﬂo del
f?gnte unico

cl%se porhdo
ireccion

Bolchevismo y Stalinismo
Por Leon Trotsky $1.25

Este libro es de gran
importancia en particular a
raiz de los sucesos en Chile.
“A propo6sito del Frente
Unico’’, fue escrito a
principios del 1933, meses
antes de que Hitler, llegase al
poder en Alemania. Fue estas,
unas de las muchas adver-
tencias de Trotsky al proleta-
riado aleman en contra de las
politicas stalinistas y la
necesidad de la unidad. de
clase en contra de Hitler.
Distribucién exclusiva en los
Estados Unidos por nuestra casa
editora.

Escriba hoy mismo por su
catalogo gratis a:

Labor Publications-Editorial

Obrera, 135 W. 14 St., N.Y. 10011
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El Departamento de la Policia de Nueva York esta llevando
una intensa camparna de reclutamiento entre la juventud negra
e hispana. El proposito de esta es conseguir alrededor de cinco
mil policias es un espacio de dos afos, de acuerdo con ellos
para poder “infiltrar” la comunidades.

Con el alto porcentaje de desempleo al que se enfrentan
estos sectores de jovenes, la propaganda radial se basaen los
beneficios econémicos que pueden obtener dl igual que educa-
cionales.

Al mismo tiempo que el gobierno ha parado o mermado los
fundos para la educacion, los trabajos de verano, el departa-
mento de la policia ha recibido fuertes sumas de dinero con la
cual ha adquirido los ultimos adelantos técnicos para llevar
a cabo la represion en contra de los obreros y los jovenes que
no aceptan las condiciones de miseria en la que tienen que
vivir.

Esta medida de reenforzar sus filas se basa en la necesidad
del gobierno en esta época de crisis de llevar los mas brutales
ataques contra los sindicatos y la juventud desempleada, como
a la clase obrera en general.

Esta campana de reclutamiento cuenta con vastos fondos
para su difucién radial, anuncios en la televicion como la
asignacion de cientos de agentes policiacos en las comuni-
dades para propagarla.

El policia se pinta como el trabajador social de la comun-
idad. El hermano mayor, el confidente, el protector de los
ansianos y de la juventud desprivilejiada.

Este es el cuerpo armado que usa la burguesia para ellos
poder mantener sus ganancias y mantener a las masas obreras
en estado de miseria. Cuando los mas grandes pillos y asesi-
nos son los que estan en el poder. :ovenes son acribillados por
las balas de los policias bajo crdenes de ese mismo gobierno

En Filadelfia se ha establecido un toque de queda para los |

jovenes de dieciseis afos. Esto ocurre al mismo tiempo en que

los centros comunales que estos jovenes utilizaban para pasar |

el tiempo han sido o cerrados o las diversiones que ofrecen son
sumamente limitadas.

A la misma vez que se ha disminuido el presupuesto escolar,
atacando el derecho basico de una educacion decente, la
fuerza policial se ha triplicado en las escuelas. Esto con el
propésito de evitar que los estudiantes se rebelen en contra de
los cortes en el presupuesto.

En los arrabales como en las comunidades de trabajadores
se ha incrementado la fuerza policial a pesar de que la ciudad
se declara sin fondos para costear programas de entrenami-
ento para jovenes y las viviendas se hallan destartaladas.

Los obreros de hospitales que luego de esperar cuatro
meses por un aumento de 7.5 porciento se han lanzado a
huelga, se han enfrentado a los brutales ataques por parte de la
policia. Siendo al mismo tiempo muchos de ellos arrestados al
no permitir la entrada de rompe-huelgas.

Los mineros en Harlan, que llevan una huelga hace dos
meses por reconocimiento del sindicato de los mineros y en
contra de las condiciones de trabajo y de vida que se enfren-
tan, conjuntamente con sus esposas e hijos han luchado mano
a mano contra la fuerza policial. En estos momentos tienen un
caso pendiente en corte a traves del cual el gobierno los puede
enviar a la carcel.

Ataques en contra de los derechos basicos de los traba-
jadores, la represién abierta en contra de la juventud, estas son
las funciones de los policias.

En Los Angeles, una reunion de la Juventud Socialista, brazo
juvenil de la Liga Obrera fue abruptamente interumpida por la
policia bajo protesta de que algunos de los alli presente se
habian robado unas leches. Trataron de arrestar a tres
muchachas pero el rancho era tan fraudulento que optaron por
dejarlas en libertad.

Ningan miembro de la clase obrera debe ingresar en la
policia para ayudar a este gobierno ha atacar los derechos
basicos de los obreros. Esa es la labor que histéricamente ha
llevado la policia y la que ahora cuando la clase obrera se halla
a la ofensiva, este cuerpo armado de la burguesia se prepara
para contraatacarnos

Fire Kilis 24 In
LA 'Death Trap’

BY SHEILA BREHM

LOS ANGELES—A city ordinance which gives landlords four years to
correct building violations has caused the murder of 24 people, including
several children and injury to over 50 people when the worst fire in the history
of Los Angeles swept through the Stratford Apartment house.

The ordinance, which was
passed after 19 people were
killed in the 1970 Ponet
Square Hotel fire, ordered
that stairwells be enclosed in
three-story buildings that
were built before 1943. The
three-story Stratford was or-
dered to enclose its stair-
wells on April 4, 1972, but
having four years, the land-
lord did nothing.

The fire, which broke out in
the middle of the night, started
in a lobby sofa and swept
through the building to the upper
floors in a matter of minutes,
burning through thin panneled
apartment doors of the wood
frame stucco structure.

Mrs. Susan Mons, a widow who
reported the fire from her apart-
ment across the street, des-
cribed the nightmare: ‘‘People
were hollering and screaming,
the glass was popping and crack-

ing. People were jumping and
falling out of windows."

The Stratford, nothing but a
shell now, was the home of 125 to
159 people—elderly men and
women on fixed incomes, fami-
lies with low incomes, and young
single men. It is one of 11 out of
1550 buildings in LA with numer-
ous building violations requiring
corrective work. Only 98 have
been completed.

Robert Webb and his wife,
both retired, moved from the
Stratford two years ago. Mr.
Webb told the Bulletin:

“l used to do maintenance
work there. I know every crack
and crevice; the building was not
safe.”

For the Webbs, this is the
second building in which they
once lived that has burned down.

Thomas Dorsey, a mainten-
ance employee who works near
the Stratford told the Bulletin:

NIXON...

(Continued From Page 1)

cheering members of the Na-
tional Realtors Association that
he will not “walk away until I
get the job done.”

That speech was the spring-
board for his present tour of the
South where he has gone to rally
the most reactionary and right-
wing supporters behind his bid to
remain in office.

Nixon spent Sunday in Macon,
Georgia honoring 90 year old
Congressman Carl Vinson,
former chairman of the House
Armed Services Committee. On
Tuesday, he flies to Mempbhis to
address Republican governors.

This frenzied tour is a dan-
gerous new version of his 1968
Southern Strategy in which he
forged a coalition of staunch
labor haters to win the presi-
dency.

Nixon has been encouraged to
launch this offensive because the
Democratic Party has demon-
strated that it has no desire to
impeach him.

Democratic Party national
chairman, Robert S. Strauss told
the press this week that he is
opposed to impeachment be-
cause ‘‘it would be bad for the
country.”

As Nixon demonstrates his
clear determination to stay in
office, the AFL-CIO bureau-
cracy refuses to break with the
Democratic Party and mobilize
the labor movement to drive this
government out.

Instead, it is giving Nixon val-
uable time to prepare his coun-
terattack.

The whole impeachment drive
of the AFL-CIO is bankrupt as it
is dependent on the Democrats
who now openly reveal they do
not want to impeach Nixon.

The labor bureaucracy refuses
to unite the working class
against Nixon at the very
moment when a massive strike
movement against the wage
guidelines is building through-
out the country.

This is the only reason why a
government which has been so
completely exposed as bank-
rupt, crooked, and weak is still
in power.

A new leadership must be built
in the trade unions against this
bureaucracy. The strike of

hospital workers in New York
and the rejection of the Ford
contract by the UAW skilled
tradesmen shows that the
working class is ready to fight
Nixon.

All workers must fight to build
this new leadership around the
campaign of the Bulletin for
massive demonstrations in
every city demanding Nixon’s
resignation and for the prepara-
tion of a general strike if he
refuses to resign.

The working class must
organize independently of the
Democrats who now stand with
Nixon and fight for a Congress of
Labor as a first step towards
building a labor party that will
defend the interests of the
working people on the basis of
socialist policies.

The capitalist class is driven
to the most ruthless dictatorial
actions by an economic crisis
that is totally out of control.

Inflation spirals upward,
production continues to decline,
and now the two tier gold
system, one of the few re-
maining structures of the 1944
postwar monetary agreement,
has been abolished.

We will not allow this. Nixon
has never been weaker than he is
now.

We urge all workers to take
the Bulletin into their plants and
to join the Workers League in
order to build the leadership re-
quired to defeat Nixon.

“It hurts me so much even
though I did not know any of the
people.

SENSELESS

“All these senseless deaths,
especially the babies and
children. They did not even have
a chance.

“The city politicians, Reagan,
and Nixon do not have to live like
this. They make thousands of
dollars a month and they would
move out.

“‘But working people and poor
people, we cannot move out. We
are stuck in these death traps.

“These buildings are not safe
and they know it. Something
should be done about poor
housing.

“I blame the fire officials, the
politicians, and Nixon. I do not
care what color or religion a
person is, no one should have to
live like this. These people were
murdered.”’

George Callahan, an elderly
man, was going through the
rubble with firemen searching
for his belongings—one suitcase
and a portable TV. He moved
into the Stratford only a few
weeks ago.

TERRIBLE
He said about the fire: “It was
terrible. Everything was black
and I could not see anything. The
firemen got me out. If I had not
been on the first floor, I would
not be here now.”

Hundreds of former tenants
and neighbors crowded near the
burned out building. One man
was seen sobbing over the death
of his wife and three children.

The day of the fire, city offi-
cials scurried around to amend
the four year moratorium on
fixing fire hazards. Still up-
holding the rights of the land-
lords to protect their profits,
buildings do not have to be cor-
rected for one year.

Now, in a vicious campaign,
city officials are trying to pin the
blame on Michael Altenburg, an
18-year-old unemployed youth.

Screaming ‘‘transient’” on
radio broadcasts and newspaper
headlines, police refuse to reveal
any details surrounding his
alleged connection with the fire.

Altenburg was picked up on a
bus stop bench near UCLA,
many miles from the Stratford
apartments.

Leon Trotsky
BOLCHEVISMO
Y STALINISMO

oot
p#epnte unico

clase, partido
y d?re?ciérlr

Bolchevismo y Stalinismo
Por Leon Trotsky $1.25

Este libro es de gran
importancia en particular a
raiz de los sucesos en Chile.
‘““A proposito del Frente
Unico'', fue escrito a
principios del 1933, meses
antes de que Hitler, llegase al
poder en Alemania. Fue estas,
unas de las muchas adver-
tencias de Trotsky al proleta-
riado aleman en contra de las
politicas stalinistas y la
necesidad de la unidad de
clase en contra de Hitler.
Distribucién exclusiva en los
Estados Unidos por nuestra casa
editora.

Escriba hoy mismo por su
catalogo gratis a:

Labor Publications-Editorial

Obrera, 135 W. 14 St., N.Y. 10011




