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REPORT ON THE 3rd CONGRESS
OF THE INTERNATIONAL 55ﬂMITTEE'QE THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

The third International Congress called by the Internation-

al Committee. of the Fourth International, hedl in London from April
4.8, has been called the most impressive conference of the international
Marxist movement since the Founding Conference of the Fourth Interna-
tional in 1938. The American Committee for the Fourth International,
which has since its inception proclaimed its political solidarity with

the International Committee (Although it is prohibited from making
international political affiliations by the Voorhils Act), agrees with
this assesment. We feel that the 3rd Congress was an extremely impor-
tant milestone in the development of the Fourth International.

From the standpoint of representation alone this was certain-
1y the most impressive meeting of the International Committee since
1ts formation in 1953, There were official sect ions represented from
Hungary and Greece as well as from Great Britain (the Socialist Labour
League) and France (Parti Communiste Internationaliste). The Greek
Trotskyist movement was in the forefront of the mass struggles which .e
developed out of last year's government crisis. It has made important
gains in its struggle to build revolutionary leadership for the Greek
workingclass, which has again demonstrated its militancy and combatiwvity.
The existence of the Hungarian section 1s itself of historic signifi.: -
cance as part of the fight to rebuild Trotskyist organizations in the
countries of the Soviet orbit. The modest achievements thus far of the
Hungarian section in intervening in the life of the Hungarian workin-
class, and its determination to continue and deepen its work, are in-
splring to those who see Trotskyism as a living movement related to
current struggles, and not abstracted from struggles or devoted simply
to the rehabilitation of Trotsky as an historical figure.

The progress of both the British and French sections of the
IC was reflected in the presence of fraternal delegations from the Bri-
tish Young Socilalists movement and the French youth organization,. ..
Revoltes. The Congress itself was immediately pr~zeeded by the 6th
Annual Conference of the Young Socialists at Morecambe on April 2.3,
attended by over 1000 delegates and visitors at which tHe enormous
gains of the British Trotskylists in the fight against the revisionists
2nd the right wing Labour bureaucracy were very graphically demonstra-
ed.

Other observer delegations and individual observers came to
the Congress from Denmark, Ceylon, France (the Voix Ouvriere group), -
Iraq, Japan and the United States. The large number of observers re-
flected the growing sympathy for the struggle of the International
Committee, both from inside sections now affiliated to the Pabloite

"United Secretariat" as well as from other sources. The American ob--
servers included a delegation from the Spartacist as well as the Amer-
ican Committee for the Fourth International/

But the significance of the Congress was shown by much more -
than the representation itself, which was only a reflection of the pro- "
sress made in the fight agalnst revisionism since the last IC meeting.

A major theme of the Congress was that the Fourth International had
succeeded 1n defeating the danger of immediate liquidation and that the
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work of the Fourth International will now proceed on a higher
level. The fight to build national sections 1s now given new impetus
by the foregoing struggle against revisionism and by the strengthened
position of the International Committee against the Pabloites.

Cliff Slaughter's International Report

The report by Comrade Cliff Slaughter on the main poli-
tical resolution to the Congress emphasized the tasks ahead as well
- as recent successes in the struggle against revisionism. The

Fourth International must recoBllize as part of its understanding of
the crisis of imperialism and of Stalinism, that revisionism in the
workers' movement serves specific class ends and that struggle a-
gainst i1t is unceasing as long as capitalism exists.

o : What is revisionism and why 1s the fight against it un-
ceasing? The fight against revisionism is not simply an "internal"
battle. It is not a fight over dogma. It is a fight which is the
- highest expression of the crisi of workingclass leadership, because
it is a fight against the pressures of imperialism and of bourgeois
~1deology as these pressures are reflected inside the revolutionary
- movement. The fight against revisionism 1is synonymous with the
- fight for theory. It is the struggle to see the world in a truly
scientific fashion so that we may be able to change the world. In
this struggle we must always fight false ways of conceiving the world.
How can we understand what the struggIe for socialism 1s all about
unless we take these questions up? It is not a matter of evil or
well-meaning people, but of the pressure which the capitalist system
exerts-on the revolutionary movement, a ‘pressure which finds expres-
sion in ‘false method,

In the revolutionary movement Pablo symbolized this alien
class tendency which came to be known as Pabloism. The crisis of the
revisionists has resulted in this own expulsion from their ranks,
which have split in three directions in the last period (The Pablo
and Posadas groups and the United Secretariat, which is supported
by the Socialist Workers Party in the U.S.). Pablo has carried the
revisionist method to its inevitable conclusions, but the other ten-
dencies represent important way stations on the road to reformism and
liquidationism,

Thus revisionism must be seen as reflecting the need:sof
imperialism although in a more derivative way than do Stalinism and
Social-Democratic reformism. The Fourth International must fight
against all tendencies to minimize the significance of the fight
agalinst revisionism or to regard it as completed. The crisis of
leadership manifests itself throughout the workers' movement, and
this includes especially the revolutionary movement.

The report reaffirmed the historic necessity of the
struggle for the Fourth International in the 1930s and for the
founding of the Fourth International in 1938. At that time various

"sympathizers" of Trotskyism held back from this step and refused to
participate in it. Isaac Deutscher was one of the skeptics whi has
come to symbolize the revisionist method in many ways and who has led
the way for the Pabloites and others to follow in recent years.



What these. centrlsts did in 1938, Just as-all the- revisionlsts do e
today wheun. they, talk about the formatlon of - revolutionary. leadership.::
"in the. oourse of - the. revolution. ltself ;o was to . reject the oontinu~-ﬁﬁ
ity of ‘the revolutionary movemenb:  -It .was: necessary- to found the ' i
Fourth Inte°natlona1 in 1938 in epite of and even because of defeats:
for the. worklngclass during. that peried. It was necessary beecause we
must build’ upon. the past struggles of the wokkers' movement and pass
on to new generatlons wnat the older ooes have 1earned.; ‘&‘ o
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terngtional Cgmmftteeuwaa formed, ‘in 1953 at’the ¢ me,of the original
split with Pablo, .and, whatever its problems, 1t ‘has maintalqed the
political, conbtdnuity of-the ‘international movenrenti,’ Anyone ‘who does
not understand this is re jecting the continulty of Marxism,* disarming
the movement by slig tlng bhe past struggles out of which the movement
has developed.;«, 11 - A s ‘ v

The report emphasmzed hhat to us theoretical struggle and e
Marxist dialeeticsare not:empty formulas ér ritual phrases. The: "*jf{
theoreticeal: syruggle:inside the organizations of thé Fourth: Inter-ﬂ'~*”9
national must.be cemstant This.means working out a-stratégic ~ '~ -
perspectlve«whleh}anaiyses thevoverall crisis of world If
and we muss develop this strategic perspective inva’ dialeotical
fashion, that is by grasping the unity of world reality as’well” as
its contradletions, and oy uhowing how the contradictions can be =
transcem@ed i iR i o . : i

iém;,ff

Dlalectics must be applled ooncretely to the work of the
national igegtions; in:the:development of perspectivés; -in- ‘inter- v
vention in:the:eclass strugglie;-and in ‘the ‘building of the revolution_.:3
ary party:; itselfy iThe report to: the Congress demonstrated what this ~°
dialectical method means iin practice; as it took "up-the method’ and i
pollitics..of the -revisionists as well ‘as our aha1y31s of the present
crisis of 1mperxa1$sm and’otallnlsm.“» S ,

,1Thevre 1onists present a model of the anti Marxist method
in thelr approach to-what they term "new. phenomena or the Tew
world: reallty " Their very terminology indicates a desire ‘to- break
from. oontinulty and pabt struggles: They geek to understand ‘the o
world not by seeking the, omigins of ecurrent reallty but by abstracting
reality from its: development.’ Thus they speak of the separate’ o
'sectors! of the world, of the colonial revolution, destalinization, :
and capitalist. presperity. They separate these phenomena from their =
international- basis, and conclude that there is no need for indepen-
dent revolutionary partles in the colonial countrnes,‘no need for :
political revolution in the Stalinist orbit, and no need for the
building of Lenlnost par *es ;h the advaneed countries.xﬂ

It shouid be eressed egaln that, although the programmatic
dlfferences we: ‘have with the: revisLon*sts, thelir actual. abdication
of the building of revolutlonary parties, is of decisive 1life and. 2
death 31gniflcance for the workingclass, it is in their non-dialect-
ical method that we must find thsz roots of their betrayals. As the
history of the Socialist Workers Party has proven, programmatic
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"orthodoxy" will not suffice and in fact will inevitably turn into
revisionism hiding behind orthodoxy unless theory is fought Br and
~ developed.

The revisionists were fond of pointing to thlir own super-
ficial impressions of developments, particularly in the ¢olonial
world, to strengthen their outlook. But now they have fallen
largely silent as recent events in literally every corner of the world,
from Algeria to Indonesia to Ghana to Cuba, have exposed the bank-
ruptcy of their line. Because they cannot understand these develop-
ments the centrists are now in disarray and splits have taken place
among them. Some (the 'consistent empiricists"”!) now present the
opposite impression of.reality, and speak only of the recent strength-
ening of capitalism in the backward countrles. e L

A World System of Crlsls

The report to the Congress stressed that, unlike the
revisionists, we do not stirt from surface shifts, whether to the
right or left, in ay P&rticular country or "sector', but from the
unity of the world capitalist system, of world economy and the world
crisis of capitalism.

Just as we stress continuity because we must understand how
our movement developed through struggle in order to continue the strug~
gle, so we must understand the characteristics of contemporary capital--
ism in terms of how they developed. We reject the impressionistic meth-
od of studying phenomena apart from their relationships to the rest of:
the world and _apart from tleir origins and development.

L Nelther capitalism nor Stalinism achieved any new stability -
as the result of internal developments in the 1943-47 period. The rela—
tive stabilization of both imperialism and Stalinism was an interrelated
process, wlth Stalinism dependent upon the bourgeoisie and in fact re-.

flecting the pressures of the ruling class in the workers movement, :and

capitalism requiring the active betrayals of Stalinism in Western Europe
and elsewhere while dllowirig in exchange the 1ncorporation of the East '
European buffer states in the Soviet orbit.. The revisionists have seen

only the strengthened power bBlocs,’ not the linked nature of their stab-
111 zation and its complete superficiality, nor the fact that the temp- -
orary stabilizatlon itself deepens the crisds which has not been solved.

The development of capitallsm has led to greater, not less,,
unity of the international class struggle. Capitalism's current prob-
lems must be viewed'as flowing from the @nevénness of development of = -
the capitalist world and the consequent inability of American imperial-
ism to maintain the o0ld relationships with the rest of the world. There
has been an intensification, particularly since the late 1950s, of the
contradictions between the advanced capltalist countries as wellas be
tween the imperialists and the colonial and semi-colonial countries.-

.The enormous balance of payments difficulties of Americ an
imperialism have forced it to cut back on its aid and the export of-
capital, and this is directly related to developments in the rest of .
the world.*U.S. capltalism has not only dominated but has had to take
responsibility for the entire system. This 1s of course a very diff-
erent situation from the pre-World War II period. The present crisis
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involves a changed pollcy on the part of U.S." capitallsm towards cap-~—

italist Europe, greater dictation to Europe being required. The Brit-
ish reformists react to this with complete subservience, and this sets
the stage for important struggles inside Britain. -The French capital-
igsts react to the same situation by proclaiming at least partial inde-
pendence of American imperialism. All the older capitalist economies

feel the <ffect of measures taken by the Amerlcan capltalists to stave
off the 11qu1d1ty crisis. : :

Meanwhile the 1mp0331b111ty of nationa1 capltalist develop—‘
ment in the colonial countries is more and more apparent. While the
U.S. stockpilés millions of tons of grain and millions of acres remain -
idle, thousands upon thousands die of starvation in India. The imperial-
ists must unload their burdens by perpetuating poverty, starvation and-
disease for millions upon millions of people while they prepare to att-
ack their own workingclass at home. The recent coups d'etat all over
Africa as well as Asia and Latin America reflect the immediate aims of
imperialism but also show the insoluble crisis with which it 1is faced.' ’
The imperialists are_forced to dump a whole series of "progressive"
bourgeois nationalist leaders but their success in accomplishing this
not only does not herald any new stability in the future but even deep-
ens the crisis now.

In the Soviet orblt the world crisis 1s reflected in the
inability of the bureaucracy to escape from its dependence on the imper-
ialists. The problems of backwardness, isolation and distortion of the
economy can only be solved by the world revolution. Developments have
confirmed the complete ﬂorrectness “of Trotsky and not of the theorists
of socialism in one country and peaceful competition with capitalism.
The superlority of planned economy can only be shown in an extremely
distorted and limited way as long as capltallsm maintains its grip on
the advanced countries. The Soviet economy is unable under the present
conditions to compete successfully with imperialism not because the
planned economy 1s not superior, and not even simply because of the .
bureaucratic management of the Soviet economy, but fundamentally because
the Soviet economy remains dependent upon the werld e¢economy and suffers
the consequences of being isolated from the international division of -
labor. The USSR, as long as 1t remains isolated from proletarian rev--
olution in the West, will not be able to overcome its heritage of baek-

wardness to surpass the imperialists. The only solution the bureau-
crats can see to their problems 1s a sharp turn to the right to increas-
ed collaboration with the imperialists. This 1s the meaning of Soviet
diplomacy at Tashkent, developments in the Sino-Soviet split, Soviet
betrayals in Vietnam and elsewhene, and the extreme right turns by the \
pro-Moscow CPs in the West. At the same time the bureaucracy must take,
as part of its right turn, certain harsh measures at home. '

The present prosperity and boom in the U.S.A. goes hand in
hand with enormous difficulties elsewhere for which the Americans must
take responsibility. Thus the boom itself 1s exbremely unstable; it
is not a sign of increased stability, but indeed of the opposite. |
Furthermore we can see how intercapitalist antagonisms are related to
the colonial countries and how the Soviet economy is dependent ugpon the -
world economy. The notion of a stabilized capitalism or of a eapitalism
abstracted from the world crisis is thus exposed as absurd.
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Bulldlng of the Fourth International

: The 1essons we must draw for the buildlng of the Fourth Int-
ernational are first of all that our work must fuse theory and practice -
at every step; and that the development of theory, intervention in the
cIass struggle, and the bullding of Leninist revolutionary parties which
begin to function as truly d1301p11ned class organizations, are three
sides of the same struggle. None of these goals can be achieved alone
or~separated from the others.: : , :

e The great weakness of the Trotskylst movement in the past has
been that while many people absorbed Trotsky's criticism of Stalinism,
they did not learn the class method which he used in arriving at this-
criticism. This weakness was reflected not only in the failure to de-
velop theory but in the failure to begin with Leninist methods of build-
ing the party. Most sections concentrated on the petty bourgeois milieu
in their work, .functioning in the o0ld propagandist and sectarian fashion
instead of fusing propaganda and agitation at each step, even in periods
of .ebb of political struggle. Where links to the class were developed
they were often stunted by not developing the struggle through political
intervention in the class struggle, Jjust as Trotsky warned the SW Before
his death in relatlon to its trade unlon work.

s It 1s not enough to proletarlanlze in terms of social compos-
ition,- elther.' Proletarianization must be a political and methodologlcal
process’as well as one of organization and orientation. There is no room
for idealizdtion of the workers or &any of the intermediate strata which
will come to the Marxist movement. The workingclass brings with it back-
wardness and anti-theoretical prejudices. Its thinking 1s conditioned
by the ruling class, and it is forced into action oftel . without knowing
why. The task of the movement 1s therefore not to idealize but to educate
the workers. The workingclass youth and unemployed youth must be devel-
oped into a new revolutionary leadership of the class, one which underi
stands  the importance of linking its struggles to those of the older,
workers. DPetty bourgeocis youth and intellectuals must come over to the--
workingclass and seek to learn from the Marxist movement in order to be-
come revolutionary intellectuals and genuine workingclass leaders. -
These people have special problems, bringing with them not only anti-
theoretical prejudices but ofter more developed pragmatic philosophy ,
as well. They must ‘break from the petty bourgeois mode of existence so
easlly available to them in the advanced countries zt this time, and the
petty bourgeois. and “bourgeols 1deology which they are taught in school
and university.

A1l those ‘recruited- to MarX1sm 1neV1tab1y bring bourgeois
pressures with them -in the form of subjectivism, pragmatism and ideal-
ism. A party capable of" leading a socialist revolution can only be
forged in constant struggle against this and thus a Marxist organization
must be a constant battleground for all.

The Role of the Voix Quvriere Group

The IC itself has developed and grown through discussion and
struggle, while the revisionists began their so-called unification in
1963 by covering up and evading differences, and have since split and
lost most of their original forces.
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The IC Congress must be seen in the context of this necessary
political struggle, as a part of the overall process of building the
party, and not as a meeting in any way reusv:d from this struggle, de-
voted simply to discussing tactics or exchanging ideas. Thus the main
lessons of the Congress and the advance it marked for the Fourth Inter-
national must be related to the discussion and struggle at the Congress
itself. The main questions raised were the continuity of the Fourth
International and the straveglc perspective for this epoch., The dis-
cussion revealed the sharpest differences between the International
Committee and two of the observer groups present at the Congress.

The Voix Ouvriere group qulte openly proclaimed its belief
that the Fourth Internatioral had heen destroyed, that it was correct
in leaving the International movement in 1939, and that it had been
able through a completely independent existence to wage a successful
fight against revisionisin. Furthermore it stated that the fight _
ageinst Pabloism was essentiaily completed and that if undue attention
waspald to this fight now it would prevent us from reaching out to new
forces. In additioun thz Voix Ouvricre group presented 2 number of
other lmportant political ¢ifferences with the IC. It views the East
European states and China as capitalist. It is also opposed to work
in the trade unions, while at the same time maintaining a semli-syndic-
alist approach to the workingclass at the point of production, and
seeking to develop not through theoretical struggle but simply through
a proletarian orientation, ’

Although the important questions of the class character of
China and the East Furopean countries and t{ne question of syndicalism
were taken up, the main criticism of the Voix Ouvriere group was in
relation to its stand cn the wrole of the Fourth International itself.
It was pointed out that tne Voix Ouvriere group implied that it was
incorrect to Jjoin ir the founding of the Fourth International itself
in 1938. Instead of undewrstanding that it was only through the arena
of the Internatlonal tnsl revisionism could be fought, Voix Ouvriere
emphasized its own national achievements and sct These against the
international movement. Without underscanding that & revolutionary
party and internaticnal is greater thazn the sum of its parts, 1s
not simply an amalgamaticn of groups but a living organization itself,
there can be no progresss in building natifmnal sections. Episodic
successes in cne area or another willi mean nothing 1f the section
ignores the meaning of real internationalism. The minimizing of the
need .to struggie now as well as in The past against revisionism is
related o this slightving of internationalism because it starts only
from the conditions in one country instead of seeing the struggle
as an interrnaticnal on=, There will be no reaching out to new forces
1f there is no simultaneous struggle against revisionism. They are
two sides of the same struggle.

Thus Voix Quvreiere was wrong to leave the international
movement as it did 26 years ago. Its isclation is .reflected in.
its current work and will be reflected more and more in the future.
The International Committee hoped for and wanted to struggle for a
principled unification o the sections in France. However, the Cong-
ress recognized that when the Voix Ouvriere delegation chose to leave
the Congress after the discussion, this action flowed from their
fundamental differences with the I1.C. The discussion with this sec-
tarian group was necessary in order to clarify precisely those lssues
which came up in the discussion,  -and the Congress felt very strongly
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that the Fourth International had gained greatly from this discussion.

Spartacist and the Fourth International

The extent of the cleavage between the Spartacist group,
one of the two groups from the U.S. observing at the Congress, and
the International Committee, was if anything even sharper than the
break with Voix Ouvriere. For the Spartacist group rejected the
strategic perspective of the I.C., its analysis of this epoch as
one. of deepening capitalist and Stalinist crisis, and rejected by
implication the continuity of Marxism represented by the I.C.

These differences were reflected in the remarks of J.
Robertson, leader of the Spartacist delegation, on the main report .
to the conference. Robertson stated that he was in general agree-
"ment with the report, but showed that he had no understanding and.
in reality no agreement with its fundamental method and line.

Robertson stressed that he did not agree with the IC's view
of the world crisis of capitalism. He did not see the significance of
a special analysis of the stage of the general crisis, but to the ex-
tent that he held any view it was that capitalism can look forward to
relative stability in this period. Instead of seeing developments in
the colonial countries in the context of the entire crisis, he saw
recent events a s simply strengthening an already stabilized American
capitalism.  Instead of seeing the unity of the crisis he presented
only one side, much as the revisionists do. As evidence for his view,
. ‘he presented various separate phenomena: the softening of the USSR
~ towards imperialism, the isolation of China, the stabilization of
Africa, Castro's role as agent of the Soviet bureaucracy in Latin
Amerlca, and so forth.

Related to thlS, Robertson saw American imperialism as
having few serious internal problems in the present period. He
assessed the Negro question in the U.S. as being somewhere in be-
tween the situation in Britain and that in South Africa (where the
whites are a small minority of the population). He labeled the
white workingclass in the U.S. as reactionary and inaccessible to us
in the present period. This view of imperialist stability led him
~to state that the tasks in the U.S. for the present must be almost

. entirely propaganda tasks, and he rejected the conception of fusing

‘propaganda &nd .agitation at each step as adventurism which would
destroy our forces.

. On ‘the question of continuity and of internationalism
Robertson's remarks were just as distant from the I.C.'s views.
He stated that we had to take into account that there were four
. organized international currents claiming to be Trotskyist, that
the, 8plits thus far were marked by great confusion, and that the
confusion must be resolved by future splits and fusions. He added
that we had thus far not done very well in smashing the Pabloites. .
In other words he did not agree that the International Committee and
only the International Committee represents the continuity of the
movement. He ignored the important theoretical battle of the Inter-
national Committee which is already showing important results on the
organizational level. This approach led him to approach the I.C. not
as the genuine international Marxist movement toward which individual
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groups are subordinate, but simply as one group with which his group
would deign to negotiate and exchange ideas. Just as Voix Ouvriere,
the Spartacist group made clear that, aside from the question of
membership in the I.C., which they are legally prohibited from
undertaking, they were not prepared in a. political sense to view
themselves as subordinate to the International Committee.

The Congress reacted quite strongly to Robertson's contri-
butions. It rejected his method, and pointed out that it was in
fact the same as that of the revisfonists in many fundamentals. He
accepts the categories created by the capitalists in his conservative
and empiricist approach to the crisis of capitalism. He proclaims
political or programmatic agreement, but proceeds without strategy
or perspective whatever. His view of Wworld capltalism is based oh bits
and pleces of information, on isolated "facts!, on separate phenom-
~ena which are not integrated into a view of the epoch. The con-
clusions of the Spartacist delegation of the present stability of
capitalism are the same as those of the revisionists, the same as
those of the SWP for example, because the method I's the same incor-
rect one. Without a perspective Spartacist adopts 2 contemplative
attitude. We do not start from acceptance of the "fact™ that the
workingclass -in the U.S.-is reactionary. We start from the under-
standing that the workingclass is the only revolutionary class, and
on the basis of our an~lysis, we struggle to bring out the revolu-
tionary potential of the workingelass in this epoch, not the next.
We are not bystanders or commentators on the hlstoric.process any-
where in the world. But this is what Robertson suggests when he
re jects the conception of fusing: agita4 .on and propaganda ‘cz-lsk’s.,=

Robertson ref” ""¢dio trckling agitational tasks, that is
engaging in actual struggles and seeking to lead struggles, when we
get 10 times as many members as we have at present, This is a complete-
ly formal approa n, ignoring the question of how we will get these
members and what kind of revolutionaries they will be. We will not
develop revclutionary leadership unless we integrate propaganda and
agitation, even on a modest lev>l, from the beginning. The addition
of people, who bring so much coniusion with them, on the basls of
the old propaganda méthods, will only lead to crisis. Those who -
com eto us must be won by more than pr@pavanda work and must be
educated by more than propaganda work.  Ccmmunists nave to be
trained in connection with the 11v1ng otfuggle, '

e m—

The attitude of Robertson and the Spartacist delegation to
the international movement and the struggle against Pablolsm flows
from their lack of a perspective. Thye disparage the theoretical
struggle against Pablolism becaus: for them ortilodoxy 1s sufficlent
and in additicn they arell disagreement with the I.C. on one of the
fundamental duestions dividing : us from the revisionists, the
strategic perspective, They disparage the international movement
because for them the question of loyalty to it is an abstract ques-.
tion. For us our political loyalty stems from the conception that
it is only in the arena of the-irnsernational movement that we can
develop as Marxists. For us the international is more than the
national sections added together, since it nepresents the continuity
of the struggle over pasi generations. Any differences we may have
with the international movement must be completely subordinate to this
political loyalty to tne International. '
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NOTE TO READERS: Thls 1ssue of the BULLETIN has been delayed in
order to gilve Tull dnd adequate coverage to the 3rd Congress of the
- International Committee of the Fourth International, in which the
American Committee for the Fourth International participated as
observers.
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REBJILDING THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

‘Extracts from the résolution carried by the Third Congress of the
International Committee of the Fourth- Internatlonal held in London
on April ‘4.8

- The class struggle is international. World capltalism
'fhas long since played out its historical role of laying down the

ob Jective bases for’ socialism; the struggles of the workers of all"
countries have meaning’,only in terms of the world socialist revolu-
tilon which bfgan in October 1917 in Russia, as part of the world
proletarian revolution. The Third (Communist) International was set
‘up to answer the needs of the workingclass in this epoch of wars B
and revolutions. Following the betrayals ofSocilal Democracy after
1918, the degeneration of the CPSU and the Comintern led eventually
to the defeats in Britain and China in 1926/27 and the victory of -
fascism in Italy, Germany and Spain. .Between 1933 and 1938 Trotsky and
the Bolshevik opposition prepared to establish a Fourth International
in response to the needs of the workingclass in a period of defeatsy
when‘Stalinism passed definitively to the side of counterrevolution.

The history of the class struggle since 1938 has proved

: .correct the basic starting point of Trotsky and the founders of -

" the Fourth International: the workingclass remains cppressed by .
... capitalism because ‘of the betrayals of the workingclass leadership,
- particularly by the Stalinist bureaucracy of the USSR;:our epoch is

'A'the epoch of crisis of workingclass leadership. All the economic

o political developments since then have shown the correctness of.

insistlng that the development of imperialism constantly deepens the
contradiction between the productive forces and capitalist social ™ ~
relations. But at every critical stage in the dewlopment of this
contradiction, the traitorous social-democratic and Stalinist leader-
ships and the  Soviet bureaucracy have misled the workers; these petty
bourgeols formations have divided the workers along national and sec-
tional lines and held-back the development of a revolutionary con-
sciousness. The post-war economic and political crisis in the ad-
vanced countries, the breakdawn of capitalist rule in Eastern Europe,
the victorious revolution in China, the mass struggles in the colo-
nial counitries -- all of these international capitalism has survived
because of the treachery of these misleaders who disarmed the
worklngclass. .

g Imperialism was able to overcome its post-Second World War
crisis through the collaboration of international Stalinism and of
other pettybourgeols tendencies. Such collaboration, fully developed
~1n the bureaucracy's strategy of peaceful coexistence and peaceful
competition between the two world systems since the death of Stalin -
“and particularly since 1956, now takes on an added significance for
the rebuilding of the Fourth International. This new and more ad-
- vanced phase of the counter-revolutionary role of Stalinism 1is the
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response of the. bureaucracy not only to the increased pressure of
imperialism but also to the upsurge of the political revolution in
Eastern Europe after 1953. At the same time, movements like the Gen-
eral Strike of August 1953 in France showed that the policies of the
Stalinist and Social Democratic bureaucracies in the advanced capital-
ist countries were coming into contradiction with the mass movement.
The containment of the working class in those capitalist countries
where the Stalinists had mass influence became more difficult and ..
fraught with danger. Every partial mobilisation of the strength of the
class threatened to rapidly develop into a general class confrontation,
putting in question the whole capitalist system. The Stalinlist bureau-
cratic leaderships of the working-class movement found themselves faced
with the necessity of making themselves open agents of the maintenance
of bourgeols order like the Social Democrats before them. In a diff
erent form, the historic defeat of French imperialism at Dien-Bien-Phu
forced the international Stalinist apparatus into direct collaboration
with imperialism for the purpose of preventing the extension of the
revolution in the colonial countries.

The Hungarian,Revolutlon represents the prinicpal manifesta—
tion up to the present of the insoluble contradiction between Stalin-
ism and the extension of the socialist revolution. At the same time.
as 1t was the first pclitical revolution against the Stalinist bureau-
cracy, and was for a time victorious, it was also an expression of the
international class struggle taking its specific form in the countries
of Eastern Europe. 1t posed the problem of workers' power thromgh
workers' councils not only in Hungary but throughout the USSR and
Eastern Europe. 1Its actual development raised the question of the
soclal revolution in the countries of Western Europe. Thus the in-.
creasingly international character of the proletarian revolution threat-
ens the existence. of both the Kremlin bureaucracy and imperialism. The
Sino<Soviet conflict is another major external manifestation of the in-
soluble contradiction between Stalinism and the international revolut-
ionary struggle. This struggle must-be-led by a Marxist leadership if
capitalist counter-revolution is to be prevented in China, the USSR and
Eastern Europe, and if imperialism is to be defeated throughout the '
rest of the world . o

The llnked crisis of imperialism and of the Soviet bureauc- -
racy does not arise solely from the contradiction between capitalist
economy as a whole and the planned economies. It consists also of -
contradictions between the imperialist powers themselves, which con~
stantly nourish the class struggle and- give it sharper forms in the
advanced countries, and:of the inability of imperialism to arrest the
development of the revolution in the backward countries; the crisis
is also fed by the fact that the Kremlin and satellite bureawcracies
cannot resolve the problems posed by the development of the planned
economy, whose harmonious development demands not only the extension
of social ownership and planning to the means of production in the ad-
vanced countries, but also the participation of the working class in
the management and control of industry; this is only possible if they
exercise political power, which is impossible without the overthrow
of the bureaucracy. This linked crisis creates the conditions for in-
tensification of the world class struggle, and it is in that struggle
that the crisis will find its solution. For this reason, the struggles
engaged in by the workers of the advanced countries during the years
between 1953 and 1956, and the c¢hanged relationship which these strug-
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gles expressed between the workers and the bureaucratic apparatus of
the labour movement, were decisive factors, This fact was partially
obscured by the defeat of the Hungarlan Revolution, which was basic-
ally a victory for imperialsim, encouraging. pro-capitalist tendencies
in the USSR and Eastern Europe and reformist trends in the Communist
Parties. Nonetheless, this defeat was temporary and not fundamental,
since in not a single advanced country has the working class been
subjected to a defeat like those of the 19208,

o it is the perspective of combined revolutionary struggles
threatening at thé same time the existence of imperialism and of the
Kremlin bureaucracy, bringing the proletariat into conflict with the
bureaucratic apparatuses which control the workers' movement, which
demands and makes possible the rebuilding of the Fourth International.

¥ % ¥

“No starting point for revolutionary practice in the present
international political situation can be found simply. from contemplat-
ion of the 'obJjective forces' at work. The lessons of the struggles
within the revolutionary Marxist movement are decisive to -the grasping
of these opportunities in the obJjective situation. The Fourth Inter-
national has successfully resisted and defeated the attempts of petty-
bourgeois opportunism, in the shape of a hardened revisionist tendency,
‘which penetrated all sections of the Trotskylst movement to destrcy it
’politically and organisationally.” The struggle against this--tendency
was and remalns the necessary preparation for the rebuilding- of the
Fourth  International as a centralised proletarian leadership. This
revisionist tendency developed into a centre for liquidation of the
revolutionary party and the Interhational, now gathered in the self- )
styled 'United Secretariat', which is the product of fusion between the
International Secretariai of Pablo and the revisionist groups prev-
lously associated with the International Committee and the SWP of the
USA. Revisionism became liquidationism when the French section was
expelled from the International because of its defence of Trotskyism,
of the Transitional Programme, and of it® own very existence. The on-
slaught of the revisionists reachedits peak in the split of 1952-53.
The liquidationist centre has become a major obstacle to the rebuild-
ing of the Fourth International.

X % *

The revisionism and liquidationism which has attacked the

Fourth International is an international class: phenomenon responding
to the needs of imperialism in its latest phase of extreme contra-
dictions and” dependence upon the Stalinist bureaucracy, Social Democ-:
racy, and the nationalist leaders. The abandonment of Marxist theory

“within the Fourth Intérnational, not only the abandonment of-the. pro-
gramme, but even of the fundamentals of.dialectical materialism, was
the mechanism by which the cadres were prepared for this capitulation.
The objective situation--physical liquidation of many sections in the
late 1930s and the Second World War, the apparent strength of Stalinism
in the workers' movement from 1942 to 1953, the divisions and pressure
of the cold war,period, the McCarthy repressions in the USA--all pro-
» vided the circumstances for the decline, particularly by physically

’separating the class struggle in Eastern Europe and Russia from that
of the capitalist world. But the emphasis placed on revolutionary
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consciousness by the Transitional Programme must be our guide. The
death of Trotsky weakened the Fourth International immeasurably. There
had not yet been time to train a cadre which had absorbed the living
theoretical heritage of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trotsky, particularly
the lesson learned by Trotsky in the October Revolution of the need for
a centralised Bolshevik party, founded solidly on Marxist theory, re-
sponding to every need of leadership by the working class in accord-
ance with an internationalist perspective. This theoretical and pol-
itical weakness, reflected in a dogmatic attitude towards thersry and
programme, not developing Marxist theory against hostile ideologies

but attempting to 'preserve'! it, was the reason for the inability of
the Fourth International to develop the programme and build parties

‘in the post-war period.

-Instead the cadres of the International adapted easily to
the petty-bourgeois trends dominant at that stage of political devel=
opment, particularly to the Stalinists. A false and artificial 'int-
ernation centre! was set up, relying on a propagandist contemplation
» and commentary upon 'objective' developments in the class struggle.
Such a centre did not discuss the living experiences of the sections
in the course of developing Marxist theory and programme but instead
. either left the sections without guidance or intervened bureaucratic-

ally(upon the basis of the most'Bolshevik' of organisational statutes)
to impose an abstract international line against the sections. Such
an international centre, isolated from real struggle, adapting pro--
‘grammatic formulae to the surface atmosphere of politics and certain
¢lrcles of 'left' intelligentsia, dominated as it was by the petty-
bourgeois elements who inhabit the Labor bureaucracies, was inevitably
exposed to the pressures of the cold war, of international Stalinism
and :imperialism. Its theory apd programme developed not in active
connection with living struggle but in the rarefied atmosphere of
'international secretariats'.

- The theoretical backwardness of the SWP leaders, who paid-

no heed to Trotsky's warnings of the need to do battle against prag- -
matism, the dominant American philosophy, made it easy for them to ad-
apt to the Pabolite. revisiors and to end in the position of pragmntista
themselves. Such adaptation amounted in fact to a narrow nationalism -
in party matters, an abdication of internationalism and of responsibil—
ity to the International. This explains why the rejection of Pablo's
revisionism by the SWP stopped short of a real theoretical analysis.
Cannon and the SWP leaders reacted empirically to Pablo's gross capit-
ulation to Stalinism and to his organisational abuses in organising
factions within the national sections, especially in the USA, but they
did not probe to th&é“theoretical roots of the revisions and therefore
themselves fell victim to revisionism; their abandonment of the pro- -
gramme of political revolution and the building of revolutionary part-
ies in Eastern Europe, their increasing support for petty-bourgeois -
leaders in Algeria and Cuba, as well as in the Negro struggles in the
USA itself, have all prepared a situation where the SWP is now in im-
mediate danger of liquidation, :

N % ¥

: It follows that the most serious theoretical preparation in-
struggle against revisionism is necessary for the rebullding of the
Fowmrth International. The deepenlng‘cr181s of capitalist society and:

~
.
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the connected crisis of the Stalinist bureauncracy are dissolving the
oldipolitical relationships and creating favorable conditions for - the
construction of revolutionary parties. The changes in the internal re-
lations of the international workers'! movement at present taking place,
and the need to exploit the 1linked crises of imperialism and the Stal-
inist bureaucracy demand that our national tasks must be placed cor- -
rectly in their interndtional context as part of the construction of the
Fourth International; only in this way will the international class
struggle be resolved in favor of the working class. But these parties
will nowhere develop spontaneously; they depend in every case on the
intervention of Marxists who base their program on the international
perspective of Trotskyism. In particular these national sections must
grasp in theory and practice the revolutionary .role of workin-class.
youth in the USA, Europe, Russia and Eastern Europe, and in all the co-
lonial and semi-colbnial countries. It is these proletarian youth who
are now drawn into struggle against the capitalists and the bureaucracy.
In the building of parties of the Fourth International, youth play a
special role as one of the most exploited sections of the proletariat.
But the construction of sections of the International requires the mo--
bilisation be hind the program: and organization of the Fourth Interna-
tlonal of all the principal iightlng forces of the proletariat. It is
- i{n this perspective and not in isolation from it, or as a substitute for
it that work among the youth takes on 1ts real 1mportance. The Ne-=
gro struggle in the USA, intensified especially by te impact of au-
tomation under capitallsm, the heroic struggle of the workers and stu--
.dehts in Spaln, .the political opposition to the bureaucracy in the wor-
ers' states, the fight against the Social Democrats and Stalinists in
Britain, France and all Western Europe, as the youth strive to join
battle with capitalism, the workers?! battles in Vietnam, Malaysia, In-
donesia, Latin America and Africa, all of these bring a new generation
of workers to the fore. As all the old working-class political ten-
dencies swing sharply to the right, a heavy responsiblity .falls upon
the International Committee and the sections grouped around it. They
have the responsibility, beginning from scientific analysis, of provi-
ding the motive force for the rebuilding of the Fourth International
on the foundations of this revolutionary potential. It is not a
question of a 'youth movement! as such but of a generation of the wor-
king class radicalized by new international revolutionary opportunities,
resulting from the crisis of imperialism. The cadres of the Fourth
Internationl are on trial; in these struggles we must develop Marxism,
defeat revisioni-m and demonstrate in practice in each national sec-
tion the capacity for leadership of the Trotskyist Parties as the only
answer to the capitalist class and its bureaucratic servants.

Revisionism which weparates into distinct sectors the re-
volution in the advanced countries, the tolonial revolution', and
the political revolution in the workers's states, is a most important
cover for capitalist domination of the workers' movement and for
obstructing the construction of revolutionary parties. This revision-
ism is espressed particularly in the theory and practice of the self
styled Unified Secretariat of the Fourth International, which was for-
med without discussion of theoretical and political questions. The
next phase in the building of the Fourth International must on the
contrary be accompanied by a most serious theoretical discussion in
all sections of the policies and theory of the movement past and present.
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Many workers all over the world, particularly the youth,
are in battle against the bureaucratic leaderships who want to confine
them to narrow and sectional struggles. The Fourth International and .
its sections must be able to lead these. struggles, explaining. the .
class role of the bureaucratic. 1eadersh1ps and bringing forward the :---
essence of: these struggles—- the perspective of world socialist revo-
1ution. Sl : e . , N

' The interventlon 1n the class struggle 1s not separate from’ o
the theoretlcal discussion upon which we have insisted. .There is no
development of ‘Marxist theory except insofar.as revolutionary parties
fight in practice to penetrate living reality.with that theory,. enrich-,
ing it in the:course. of the  struggle, to negate the rev1sionism ‘which
has destroyed-the Internatlonal'orlginally founded by Trotsky. It is
not enough .to make- formal theoretical corrections on the one hand - and .
to carry out in tensive activity in the class struggle on the othery
Such’'a procedure might give the. appearance of limited success, but only-
when Marxists see themselves and their consciousness as part of the liv-
ing class-struggle, developing with it and transforming its qualita- .~
tive-ebbs and flows:into an enriched theory from which to. develop the ..
program of the International, .is the unity of theory and practice
actually reallzed. Only in this way will the cadres of the Internation-
al be trailned. . Their internaionalism will be worthy of the struggles
of the international working class, because it develops as a l1living .
part, the conscious and most vital component of these struggles. The - -
International Committee has been built in the course of the struggle
against Pabloite revisiond~u, amd as such has successfully fought for .
the contiulty.of the Fourth International. During the last 28 years,,~
the foundihg program of the Fourth. International has expressed correc-
tly the strategy of the international socialist revolution. It has .
no legs importance for the struggle for the proletarian revolution than
had the Communist Manifesto for the Marxist method and the fundamental
aims of communists. . In its appeal for the building of the Fourth..
International, The IC must show clearly the indissoluble 1link between
this building and the building of revolutionary parties in every country,
as the path to the victory of the socialist revolution.

#o#
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But are you not to some extent re-establishing that system? - _

Do you wish these trials to mark the 10th anniversary of your own
rehabilitation and of that 'spring in October', during which you
~raised so many hopes for the future?

In the name of those hopes and in the name of your own
record, the record of a fighter and of a political fighter under
Pilsudski and Stalin, I appeal to you and to your colleagues of the
Central Committee: Do not allow this miscarriage of Jjustice to last!
Dispel the secrecy that surrounds the cases of Hass, Modzelewskl, and
comrades. If you think that they are guilty of grave offences, then
publish the full report of the court proceedings and let it speak
for ifself. 1In any case, I appeal to you to order an immediate and
public revision of the trial. If you refuse these demands, you will
stand condemned as epigones of Stalinism, guilty of stifling your
own Party and compromising the future of socialism.

Isaac Deutscher
London, April 24, 1966.
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THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

AND THE TASKS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE

” A Commigsion Report to-the International Cpngress

1. The London Conference reaffirms that the programme
and method for the building of the revolutionary parties and the
Fourth International are to be found in the Transitional Programme,-
This programme remains thé only one that is capable.of providing a- -
solution to the problems raised by the historical crisls of revolu-;
tlionary 1eadership. : Ex g

- 2. The Conference affirms that Pabloism (whether of Pablo,
Frank-Germain, Hansen, or the Posades tendencies) constitutes a == .
revisionist current alien to the programme and methods. of the Fourth
Internatlpnal.

3. The Conference affirms that the: Fourth International -:
has not degenerated. The historical continuity of the Fourth Inter--
natienal founded in 1938 by Leon Trotsky, re-formed in the years = -
1943-46, which Pabloism attempted to destroy in 1950-53, has been 7.
maintalined since 1953 by the struggle waged by the Trotskyist or-
ganlsatlions grouped within the International Committee. -

As a result of this, the International Conference pro-
claims that the continuity of the Fourth International has been .
fought for and maintained by the International Committee's actions.w

Ik, The Conference recognises the inability of the lea-
dershlp of the International, after Leon Trotsky's death, to
succeed 1in the tasks required by the building of revolutionary
parties and the International.

‘During the course of’this-hard»battle“fOr TrotSkyism,
some cadres have been exterminated, wvictims of imperialist and
Stalinist repressions; others worn out, and the leadership of the
Fourth International became bankrupt. Thls leadershilp collapsed
because of its distortion and abandonment of Mdarxism, l.e., of the
method of dlalectical materialism. This is why this leadership was
unable to root the movement in the struggle of the working class,
and particularly the youth. As a result, they were incapable of
assimlilating the methods and principles of communist organisation.
In no case can this fallure be considered the failure of the Fourth
International. :

5. The essential unity of the international class strug-
gle, flowing from the international character of the Jolnt crisis
of imperialism and the bureaucracy, implies the direct consequence of
the necessity of building Trotskylst parties in every country. -
As against the liqulidationast conclusions flowing from the revision-
1st 'division of the world into sectors'; this perspective empha-
sises the urgency of buillding independent revolutionary proletarian
parties in the countries-of Eastern Europe, USSR, and China, and
in the colonial and semi-colonial countries.



6. This central task of building independent revolutionary
parties stresses yet agaln the essential struggle for the political
independence of the working class, against the politics of the
Stalinist bureaucracy and the reformist leaderships. This fight
for the Party implies a determined struggle against syndicalism and
all ideas that a revolutionary party can be spontaneously produced
from the working class.

7. The International Conference stresses that the Trot-
skyist movement, in the course of the struggle to bulld the Inter-
national, works towards the creation of a centralised leadership
of the world revolutlonary party, in a struggle organically linked
to the fight in each country to rebuild revolutionary centralised
parties leading the struggles of the masses. This building of =
parties and of the International must be carried out on the basis- -
of the lessons of the struggle against revisionism and of the con-
tinuation of this struggle.

8. The proceedings of this Third Conference emphasise the
necessity for the International Committee to politically prepare
within 18 months the Fourth International Conference, whose aim
will be to rally all Trotskyist organizations fighting for the
programme of the Fourth International. This will include a struggle
by the International Committee to rally to the ranks of the Fourth-
International the militants and groups who are misled by the revis-
ionist leaders of the United Secretarieat. . -

9. In order to achieve the tasks before such a Conferenee,'
the International Committee must organise an international discussion
on the followlng subjects:

(a) The building of :revolutionary parties on the basis of
the Programme in the context of the concrete struggle for
the rebuilding of the International. Trotskyists, organ- .
t... ..1séd:as sections of. thetFourth. Internationaly mistz.: ..z
struggle~for the condtruction of revalutionary . proletar-
ian parties-based on the Transitlonal Programme of the...:-.
Fourth International. They carry the fight for this pro-
gramme and for the coustruction of the Party as the
main basis of their work in the mass organizations of .
the working class, and in particular towards the working
c¢lass youth, as the direct source of new forces for the
Fourth International. All such work is subordinidted to
the main task of constructing the Party. The building of
the Party necessitates the production of a newspaper able
to constantly fight for the overall programme of the Party,
“ito ralse the consciousness of the working class in alil
' 'spheres of the class struggle. This fight for the in-
dependent party is the only basis for the defence of the
‘positions won in the past by the working class, and all -
‘ tactical considerations are subordinated to it. 1In condi-
" ‘tions where the tactic of entry into exlsting working
class partles is necessary, this tactic is conducted in
"'a manner which subordinates iu to the main task of the
independent partyo : -

(b) The Unity of the 1nternational class struggle. :



(c) Defence by revolutionary methods of the conquests of
the international working class, in the capitalist coun-
- tries, in the USSR, China and all the countries under the
' ‘control of the Stalinist bureaucracy.” This discussion
‘will be carried out on the agreed framework of the un-,

conditional defence of these states.

- 10. In the framework of the objectives agreed at this
Conference, the International Committee must, so far as its resour-
ces permit, give a331stance in: '

g the 'building of Trotskyist organisations,
b) the activity of Trotskyist organisations;

so that they can advance from the stage of propaganda groups to
being Communist organisations fighting in the class struggle for
the leadership of the proletariat in the struggle for power.

11. The International Committee will publish an

official internal bulletin in English to be translated into the
various languages by each section. _

EYE WITNESS REPORT:

1000 BRITISH YOUNG SOCIALISTS HOLD CONFERENCE

It was quite a sight to behold! Ten buses filled with
London Area Young Socialists and YS supporters including a number.
~ of older trade unionists were lined up along a broad thoroughfare
- somewhere near London's Victoria Station. They were getting set
for the overnight trip to the 6th Annual Conference of the Young
Secialists of Great Britain to be held over the weekend of April
2-3 at Morecambe; a town on the northwest coast of England. The
coaches had made a rendes-vous after having brought their occupants
from ten different dances held that evening throughout the London
Area under the auspices of more than a score of Young Socialist
Branches.

Through the night and into the next day some 1000 Young
Socialists together with older workers made their way from all :
over the British Isles to the conference. They overcame consider-
able snow, freezing and sub-freezing weather which covered the
Morecambe area, as well as much of northern England and Scotland.

- Wet and partly frozen feet, a few sarcastic references. to
the appropriateness of the name of the Conference Hall, the
M"Winter Gardens" ---all this was forgotten as the delegates en-
thusiastically turned their attention to the opening address by
Aileen Jennings, editor of Keep Left, official paper of the Young
Socialists.  Keep Left has: played a crucial role in the developmentl
of the revolutlonary program and leadership for the ¥YS. After the
YS was forced out of the Labor Party by the right wing leadership,
Keép Left was adopted as ‘the official YS organ. It has been and
remains the voite for a real Socialist leadership of the Labor
Party and the British working class.



Wilson Has No ExXcuse Now

In presenting the main report on behalf of the ¥S Natienal
Committee, Aileen Jennings outlined the central theme of the Con-
ference: that the landslide Labor victory at the polls had removed
any "excuse" for the government to move forward to socialist meas-
ures; nevertheless, the Wilson government would carry out Tory -
policies against the working class, in the interests of Internation-
al (particularly U.S.) Finance Capital. (see Bulletin vol. II, nos
27, March 114, 1966) The task of the YS therefore becomes to mobil-
ize young and o0ld workess alike in a struggle for real socialist -
policies and in so doing to expose the anti-working class character
of the phoney Labor government. This approach brings the ¥YS into
the vanguard of the struggle to build a new leadership of the
British working class.

Tracing the development of the ¥YS struggle against Tory
policies, Comrade Jennings stated: "The ¥YS is a movement of action.
We are not Jjust talking, we mobilize workers in campaigns" She
spoke of the campaigns of the past year---on the demand for old age
pensions, against the war in Vietnam and of the mass lobby of
Parliament on Jan. 26 which united -the ¥S with other young werkers
and older trade unionists in opposition to the proposed anti-trade
union legislation.

Without doubt, the question of the Wilson government's
proposed legislation against the Trade Unions which would in effect
outlaw Yunauthorized" strikes, (providing stiff penalties - impris-
onment - for violation) was the focal point of the two days dis-
cussion. Concretely, the conference resolved to support the call -
of the Lambeth Trades council for '"a one day stoppage against anti-
trade union legislation about a week after the budget (early in May).
This stoppage will be combined with the biggest demonstration seen
in London for many years to s;ow that we will not stand by and allow
the trade unions to be broken.” This i1s how the call was presented
bo the conference by the delegate of the Lambeth Trades Council,
Vivienne Mendelson, who also recelled thet the eampalgn ‘for the
Jan. 26th mass lobby of Parliament demonstration "was taken up and”
made a success by the work and enthusiasm of the Young Socialists.
If there are people whc think there is a difference between the i
Young Socialists and adiuilt trade unionists, then the 26th gave them
the answer... The enormous delegation from Liverpool was the result
of work by the Young Socialists."

Older and Younger Workers Unite

In the same manner, the many oider trade unionists present
at the conference from all over England, were brought to the con-
ference as the result of direct efforts by Young Socialist branches..
When one older trade unionist who was a quite well paid worker as -
well ag a shop stewerd expressed his sense of frustration and his
skepticism as to the battle for socialism, he was answered by many
of the other trade unionists who spoke. Much more representative
than the pessimism of this older worker were the sentiments of Chris’
Reid, an auto worker in the AEU (Amalgamabed Engineering Union) who
said: "It is obv1ous that Wilson is moving towards a corporate



state. If he thinks that by doing this he 1s golng to prevent the
working class fighting for better conditions, he has another think
coming ... I was a beaten man two years ago. I had gone through

- 30 years of frustration with my attempts to fight for socialism.
Many workers feel like this and they must be brought together with
the Young Socialists. Be patient with elder workers. Try to do for
them what you have done for me. Since the Blackpool Lobby I am

a changed man."

Ron Roberts, a shop steward from Sheffield spoke, also

expressing the bond that was unifying the YS with older workers:

"I was frustrated and dropped out of activity and now realize it
was wrong. I saw the old age pensions lobby in Sheffield and thought
about how the Communist Party did not hold lobbies like that...You
are dolng something and impressing a lot of people. Quite a lot of
us were in the Communist Party but we can't write off Communist
Party members or we would have to write off ourselves. If you want
to get a one-day work stoppage, you must get to these people who are
led by the Communist Party. - I know you can win, and I know you w477
Speaker after sptaker spoke to pledge support from theuzzl..s ana
thelr fellow workers for the one day work stoppage.

n

The YS has been able to begin the essential Job of reaching
the older workers chiefly because of 1ts great base of strength
among militant young workers, the maJority of whom are still

teenagers It is from this stratum of working class youth-
which 1s hardest hit by the crisis of British capitalism that the
future leadership of the working class is being formed. The
formation of thisfleadership 1is being done through a process of
struggle, not only through =trikes and dewnonstrations but abcve
all.in struggle against . the revisionist and anti-working class
ideas that find their way into the workers'! movement. The ideology
of ‘'anti-ideology!, anti-theory, anti-history, so prevalent in
American New Left circles and crganizations like SDS, is rooted
out of the thinking of the Young OOCluliS+Sa This 1s because the
YS leadershilp has le rned. that . the 'antl-ideology! pragmatism of the
American New Left and its empiricirt cousin in the British New Left
results in demcralization and disintegration at best. At worss,
the 'philosorhies' of pragmatism and empiricism are thin cover-ups
for the criminal betrayals of Wilson and his fake left apologists
groups aroung the newspaper Tribune. In the USA we have ssen how
thef&mpiricism of the SWP has. led to the destruction of its earlier
working class-outiook aid the subustitution of total adaptation to
passing petty-bourgeois moods, movements and heros of the moment.

It 1s in opposition to ali forms of alien middle-class
ind bourgeols i1deology .that the YS movement has begin the organ-
ization of young workers to fight for the destruction of capitallsm
in ‘Bribadn -and . throughout. the world. It 1s in open collaboration
with and under the leadership of the Socialist Labor League, the
British section -of  the .. . ..International Committee of the Fourth
International that the ¥S points the way for the revolutionary
youth and workers throughsut the world.
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