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" _LITERATURE IN BUILDING OUR MOVEMENT

by Dave Brandt, Geneseo, N, Y., At-Large

Building our movement is an important part of our work .
at any time. If it is pessible, the present situation makes it
more important.

Any time rhere isa chance to open a new community to
our ideas and recruitment, it should be done as soon as
possrble., Along wrth this, we should reahze that our acnv~
ities nsually are not what will convmce or recruit a person. .
This or that acrrvrry may make ‘um or her interested in the
YSA or SWP, but it is our pohtrcs and program that will ,
brmg them under our. banner. Where possible, they can can
find out about us by talking to us or going to our forurns
This does not, go too far, We cannot go up to people on the
street and ask them to talk to us about socialism. We can go
out to them with our press and convince many more people
to buy it than we can talk to. And our press can. get to more
people than we do, These are J.mportant reasons for having
other-language press, partroularly Spamsh

Ihave a frrend who was not convmced by d1scuss1on that
what we called for would not result in repressrve Commumsm.

He, however, got an mtrodnctory subscnptron to The Militant,

It was seeing our consmant support for _civil liberties in our
press ‘that freed him from this 1dea. It would have been
much harder ifhe onty read Spamsh

. From what Ican tell our work in the Sparush cornmumty

can use some extension. Our effectiveness is limited

greatly to people who actually talk to our Spanish comrades,

Our Spanish~language books and pamphlets are growing in

) number, and this is good But many may wish to see a ..

' newspaper before buymg Trotsky in Spanish, A few pages
in Intercontmental Press is not enqugh, especrally at 50¢ a
copy A domestrc. Spamsh Trotsky),st paper is 1mportanr'

I know there are other consrderauons. Our Spamsh
comrades may at first have to work on its sales instead of
.Militant or YS drives, .It may have to start as an 8 or 12
page paper.on a bi-weekly or rnonthly basis, A campaign
would have to be waged to establish it. Get it into news-
stands and stores. Regular sales times and places would be
important. Sybscriptions, conmbunons and reader help in.
sales would be, emphasrzed The resulis could be fantastrc.
We might help establish it through a fund like the prisoner
or Cannon fund, and advertise the fund in The Militant and
YS.

Other improvements could be made in our literature.

Some titles for mass distribution (or all titles for economy,
considering the state of the echomy) could be made-from
cheaper materials. . Perhaps:it is more a matter. of subsidy
than 1realize, but look at the difference in the amount of
information in The Militant qr YS as opposed to the 25¢
Pathfinder pamphlets, By m.akix.xg pamphlets or small books
from newsprint-and a somewhat sturdiet :cover, the cost and

-price could be-less, It.might not last as long, but I'm sure

that .much of our literature isn’t read so mnany times over
that it won't make that-much difference.  Pamphlets might
be rn'imeographed (with good quality supplies, of course)
and a more attractive cover added.

_With- people losing faith in the government and the
economy {(expecting a depression), Ithink we should have
pamphlets to help guide them.toward.the answers. Perhaps-
a ‘Myths of Capitalism' series. This would include pam-
phlets like: The Myth of -- Free Press, Free. Elections,
"Just" Capitalist Wars, "Progressive" Capitalist Politicians,
Reformist Roads To-Socialism, .or whatever,.- Or perhaps
pamphlets supporting certain applicable.transitional demands,
like: For a Sliding Scale of.Wages and.Hours, - Whatever
point the workers.were at, we would try to guide-to the next
steps, However we do it, we should guide these radicalizing
people from. ambiguous distrust and questioning to the socialist
answer, ‘

Pamphlets on gay liberation, oppression-of handicapped
people and the economic crisis should also be considered.

- We should have a struggle- nappert:box in our press to in-
form people abont hoyc_:_orts, demonstra@i_ens, etc. This
could be helpful in suppouting struggles. we support.

I agree with our poligy of not totally filling our press
with attacks on other left groups, . but from readiag our press.
I would think that the CP is the only other working class
group in-the country; .Some mention of other-left groups and
our differences may be good.- The plage in.our literature for
this (Militant, YS, Pamphlet, or-what).can be talked about
later. .

Just let me repeat here that this, is by no means meant to
replace acnon, but only to burld the movement behmd the
actions. Now we should drscuss our resources and priorities, -
and decide together what we do with our. literatre.

Noverrrber"2, 1974



THE NEED FOR A BETTER STRATEGY-ON GAY LIBERATION

by Don Fo:tenberry, Atlanta local

This article is intended to begin a new discussion on an
old topic, Gay Liberation. There has been plenty of discus-
sion on Gay Liberation in the past, but these discussions

produced no results at all, I amn'a new recruit to the YSA,
and I joined the Y5A as a gay worker, Before I joined, I+
was searching for &n organization that would coatinue the
work the Bolshevikshad begun, and I-feel that the YSA is '
what T'was looking-for, To a large extent, my expectations
have been fuifilled, But in its work on gay liberation, I
feel the YSA has failed, - It is a- failure that is'not due to the
opposition - to gay liberation per sei'the YSA's lack ofsuccess
in this area is due to inertia and to-a collective blindspot on
the need for corre ct strategy for mtervenmg in the struggles
of gay workers, -

Now, I am well aware of the discussioas that took place
intermittently between 1971-1973, "And every time I walk
into our bookstore, I am very much aware that these “bril-
liant" articles produced nothing at all in the way of con-
crete decisions, All comrades caild agree on was a ratler
bland statement, like, "We support your efforts to-achieve
your liberation, but until you have the masses in the streets,
we will do nothing t6 help you," Forgive me, comrades,
but that argument sounds very much’ like the way male
revolutionaries in the 6ld SDS * expressed their support for -
women's liberation, It may come as a surprise to some -
comrades that we gay workets are no more willing to wait
-until after the revolution to present our demands than our -
sisters, There is a need now to develop a Marxist strategy
for gay liberation and a Marxist analysis of the role and sig-
nificance of the struggles of gay workers;’

Now, Iam prepared to present a concrete example to
illustrate the validity of my point and the extent of the YSA's
failure in this regard,  During the general radicalizations of
the sixties, a large healthy layer of gay workers were radical-
ized, and waged some very active struggles to gain legal
protection of their rights, to ofganize themselves for pro-
tection from police attacks, and to everthrow the stigmads
that society imposed on them, Unforturiately they recéived
very inadequate support from the rest of the Left (which showed
that it'was not completely immune to the virus of queer- -
baiting), and their isolaticn was an important factor in the
collapse of the first gay movement,.

Now, along with the new radicalizations taking place as
the recession deepens, there is another movement begm-
ning to arise among gay workers. This new moveinent is
making its appearance in New York City around the struggle
for the passage of a bill known as Intro 554, This bill is
a municipal gay civil rights ordinance for New York City,

and gays have been tighting for its passage since 1970, Early
this year, it was passed from the General Welfare Committee
of the City Council by a seven-to-one margin, and was sent
to the full council for approval with the suppott of John -
Lindsay, Abe Beame, and the seven borough pre51dents. “The
bill’s supporters even scheduled a victory party, But, asthe

Advocate, the country's largest gay rights newspaper reported,

it was defeated by the last minute attacks by the ‘leader of
the Queens County Democratic Party, Matthew Troy. Troy
publicly attacked it in vicious, queer-baiting smears and"
tried to force the entire Queens delegation to the coun'cilto
vote against it, A1l bit one member did, and the bill was’
defeated by a narrow margin, This much of the Intro 554
affair can be called act one, Act two now began, and this
part brought forth an extremely important development a
development that the YSA is totally unequlpped to handle
or antmlpate. ‘

Ori¢ member of the delegation from Queens County re~
fused to knuckle under Troy's pressure. As a result, Arthur
J. Katzman, the dissident councilman, found himself under
attack in the primary by an opponent handpicked by Troy,
Katzman would have been defeated too, but for the deter-
mined support he received from the gay community of

- Queens County, Thousands of dollars poured into his cam-

paign, and hundreds of letters were sent to City*Hall and

the papers, 'mgir‘l'g’Troy's defeat, The New York Times

and the Long Island Press rallied to the gay demands, and
urged editorially Troy's ouster, As a result, Katzman
crushed his opponent in the primary fight with a large tna;or-
1ty s

Act three now began, Immediately after the primary,
Queens Borough President Donald Manes, whom the Advocate
cited as "a supporter of gay civil rights, * announced that he
would seek Troy's post as the Queens Cointy organization
boss, On Sept, 20, with Mayor Beame's support, Manes
successfully ousted Troy as county boss by a vote of 40 to
21, ‘

Such electoral actions and mass actions as the gay support
of Katzman and the defeat of queer-baiting reactionaries
as Troy are extremely significant for gay workers, If the
YSA and the SWP fielded candidates who supported these
bills like Intro 554, we could win very valuable support
from the gay community ‘and could bea great help to the-
gay liberation movement,

Now the stage is set for a city-wide campaign for
Intro 554, If the YSA and the SWP really support gay
liberation, then we should publicly support the bill even



as we point that the struggle for gay liberation must go
beyond the fight for paper equality. This brings me back

to the point I was trying to make earlier, Because of the
decision of the last convention, we have no literature and
no strategy that would enable us to intervene actively in
these kinds of struggles, I believe that the time has come to

remedy the shortcomings and omissions of the last conventions.

We need to develop a strategy for interventions into gay
workers struggles and to integrate that strategy into our over~
all tactics and goals. In order to accomplish this goal, The
Militant, the Young Socialist, and Pathfinder Press must
publicly support and report developments in the gay move-
ment as much as possible, It would be an extremely good
idea for Pathfinder to publish some pamphlets on gay liber-
ation written by gay comrades. Pathfinder has pamphlets
and books on every topic of interest for every other part of
the working class, but it has nothing at all on gay workers,
Now is the time to fill the gap, These pamphlets would give
gay comrades within the party a very good tool to recruit new
gay comrades, and straight comrades could read them and
understand our needs and demands better. Thé result could
only be better communication among comrades, That would
alleviate the isolation many gay comrades feel.

Another thing that many bookstores could do to increase
comrades' understanding of gays is to stock the Advocate,

which is the country's largest gay newspaper and is a serious,
well-written paper. The Advocate has an admittedly
reformist and liberal outlook, but it is a good source of in-
formation about gay struggles.

I feel very strongly that the YSA and the SWP should
take advantage of every opportunity to stipport gay rights, 1
remember what comrade Novack said in his classes at Oberlin
on the character of the coming American revolution. He
said the third American revolution would have a combined

character, in that it would overturn capitalist property réla-
tions and extend democratic rights beyond the limits imposed

by the rule of the capitalist minority, Now, translated into
concrete terms, that means it is the duty of every socialist
to support every demand that extends the democratic

rights of the working class. Since gays are found within the
workmg class as weu as other classes, it is the duty of
socialists to su pport the demands of gay workers, and

just agreemg in principle and on paper is not good enough
for gay comrades, We must carry the theme of Oberhn mto
the gay workers struggles as much as circumstances permit.
We must " Educa;e Agitate; Organize,” We cannot create
artificial movements. But we must not ignore the demands
of gay workers in Amenca or we turn our backs on our
principles. o

November 4, 1974



ANNOUNGEMENT OF THE FORMATION OF THE DEMOCRATIC CENTRALIST TENDENCY

1924 Niagra St. (Apt. 5)
Buffalo N. Y. 1420'7
o November 19, 1974
National Executive Committee
Yourig Sbcialist_ Alliance
Box 471 Cooper Station
New York, N, Y. 10003

Dear Comrades:

This letter is to inform you of the formanon of a tendency
in the Young Socialist Alliance fo: the purpose of the 1974
pre-convention discussion. The goals of the Democratic
Centralist Tendency are to obtain a re]ecuon of the July 4
1974 expulsion of the ,Intern;nonahst Tendency, and to es-
tablish a principled basis fo: their re-admission into the YSA.

The Democratic Centralist Tendency feels that the ex-
pulsion of the Internationalist Tendency by the NEC sets a’
dangerous precedent in our movement, since those expelled
were not accorded the democratic rights of accused YSA
members as contained in Article IX of the YSA Constitution,

Further, this illegal expulsion has undoubtedly served to
aggravate the already serious divisions within the world
Trotskyist movement, and has thus helped to promote the
split dynamic in the Fourth International as a whole.

The basis for adherence to the Tendency is as follows: -

L Support for carrymg out the pro visions of the YSA
Constiwtion;

2. Support for the three resolutions contained in the
document " Two Wrongs Don't Make a Right: On the Illegal
Expulsion of the Internationalist Tendency, " (enclosed with
this letter).

(At present, the Tendency has no elected 1eader§hip ér )

coordinating bodies. Should the Tendency deem it necessary
to establish such bodies during the course of the discussion

penod the NEC will be immediately 1nformed of the1r
structure and composition, o

We request that the NEC ackuowledge the receipt of Pis
this letter, and that it be prmted in the YSA Internal Bulle-
tin immediately preceding our article.

‘ Comradely yours,

s/Kurt T, Hill

s/Daniel Sabo

s/David Strong

Members of the Democratic
Centralist Tendency



TWO WRONGS DON'T MAKE A RIGHT: ON THE ILLEGAL EXPULSION OF THE INTERNATIONALIST TENDENCY

by Kurt T. Hill, Daniel Sabo and David Strong, Buffalo, N, Y., At-Large

The expulsion of the Internationalist Tendency by the
National Executive Committee July 4, 1974 is an ominous
development. The expulsion is alarming for two reasons:
this is the first time in the history of the YSA that members
accused of disloyalty were expelled without being permitted
the rights of accused members established by Article IX of
the YSA Constitution. Secondly, the expulsion is alarming
because of its possible repercussions in other Trotskyist groups
throughout the world. The expulsion can only have the
effect of furthering the aims of the Masseyite IT, and its
desire to set up a "true” sympathetic group of the Fourth
International in America, The expulsion will strengthen the
pro-split wing of the International Majority Tendency (IMT),
and further exacerbate the split dynamic in the FI as a whcle,

I The Setting of the Expulsion

In the publication "Materials Pelated to the Split of the
Internationalist Tendency from the Socialist Workers Party”
(SWP Internal Bulletin Number Six in 1974), we are provided
with convincing evidence of numerous acts of indiscipline
and disloyalty by members of the Masseyite groupings in the
SWP and YSA. Even if some of these charges can be dis-
puted, there remains much documentary evidence that wide~
spread violations of discipline occured on an organized basis
throughout the United States,

These disloyal acts occurred despite the assurances of
the IT leadership at the Chicago YSA Convention that their
members would respect the democratic centralist norms of
our organization,

The IT reply to the SWP document, "The Myth of the
'IT Split' -- Purge Politics of the LTF," a 24- page mimeo-
graphed statement, lends further corroboration to many of
the charges. For example, they state: "We will not attempt
to challenge the statistics provided by the (SWP) Control Com-
mission, " dealing with the IT's non- participation in the work
of the American Trotskyist movement, including a near-
boycott of Mil itant sales, systematic low attendance at
movement functions, and a virtual financial boycott of the
SWP. Sales of the movement's press, participation in the
functions of the movement, and financial support of its act~
ivities are conditions of membership binding on all members
of Trotskyist organizations.

Nor does the Masseyite grouping deny that they refused to
follow the democratically determined tactical orientation of
the American Trotskyists in implementing the line of the
FI in the USA:; " As the LTF's attacks on the Spanish and
French sections unfdded, as the need to cover up (sic!) the

Argentine PST's orientation became urgent; and especially
as the IT's public defense of the positions (sic! ) of the Fourth
International became more embarassing in the face of the
LTF's failure (sic!) to defend them, the IT came under a
new volley of attacks. ., ."

Further:

"The IT felt that the Fourth Internationat’s line for
Chile work in the period following the coup, as expressed
in the United Secretariat statement, was to campaign for
solidarity with the resistance as long as it lasted, and then
with the various struggles o f the Chilean workers and
peasants, on an internationalist class basis. The IT con-
sidered that the SWP's civil libertarian work (sic!) in
USLA had nothing in common with thar line. .. When
their proposals were rejected, the IT comrades confined
themselves to defending the general public positions of
the FI on Chile. .. They did so with sales of the Old
Mole, and distribation of the United Secretariat state-
ment." (our emphasis).

Thus, the Masseyites themselves admit that they pub-
licly presented what they as a tendency fel: was the proper
means of implementing the FI's goal of solidarity with the
Chilean people. They did this through unauthorized sales
of the Old Mde, and distribution of their own unauthorized
leaflet. These actions were carried out despite the fact
that the United Secretariat raised no objections to the tactics
pursued by the American Trotskyists,

One could coatinue to quote the IT against itself, but
these examples are sufficient to demonstrate that the IT

admits to having engaged in indisciplined activities.

I, The Constitutional Context

The IT grouping, by its own admission, is guilty of in-
discipline and disloyalty. However, the method by which
the IT group was expelled from the YSA -- and it was an
expulsion -~ is at variance with the traditional norms of our
movement, The method for expelling members who violate
the democratic~centralist norms of the YSA is provided for
under Article IX of the YSA Constitution:

1. All decisions of the governing bodies of the YSA are
binding upon the members and subordinate bodies of the
YSA.

2. Any member or body of the YSA may bring charges
against any member for violation of the Constitution,



program, or policies of the YSA,

3. Written charges shall be presented to the accused

- member in advance of the trial. Charges shall be filed
in the local unit where the accused is a member and
shall be heard by a committee set up for this purpose.

4, Charges' brought against members of the NC or.
members-at-large shall be heard by a-committee of the
NC or NEC set up for this purpose..

5, The NC or NEC may decide to act directly ina case
in which event its intervention shall supercede any local
proceedings.

6. Any member subject to disciplinary action has the
right to submit a written appeal to the next higher body,
-up to.and including the Natjonal Convention. This
. appeal must be filed with the NEC within fifteen days
‘after the action being appealed. Pending action on the
appeal, the decision of the disciplinary body remains
in force. (From Organizing the YSA, Nov. 1970, p.
16). . :

There is.abundant material dealing with the expulsion
of YSAers for indiscipline, disloyalty, and membership in
opponent political organizations. One of the more recent
examples was-the expulsion of John Zanellotti, formerly of
the Washington, D, C. local, '

Zanellotti was charged on May 30, 1972, with disloyal-
ty to the YSA. The substance of the charge was that his -
membership in the Workers League, a rival political organi-
zation of the YSA, was "incompatible with membership in
the YSA.,"

Acting under Article IX, Section 5, the NEC constituted
itself as the trial body to hear the charges against Zanellotti.
The trial was held on June 10, 1972. The NEC found him"
guilty as charged, and expelled aim.

Exercising his right under Article IX. Section 8, Zanel-
lotti subsequently appealed the trial décision on August 20,
1972. 'The decision to expell Zanellotti for membership in
a rival organization was sustained by the 1972 Convention,
(See "Documents on the Case of John Zanellotti, " Young
Socialist Discussion Bulletin, v, 16 no. 3, .1972).

In an October 28, 1972 statement (also contained in
v. 16, no. 3), the National Executive Committee said:
"John Zanellotti-was expelled from the YSA on August 7,
1972 by the National Executive Committee, having been
found guilty of disloyalty to the YSA, based on his member
ship in the Workers League. Zanellotti has appealed his
expulsion to the National Convention. , .

"The charges brought against Zanellotti and bis subse-
quent expulsion were based on substar.:ial evidence submitted

prio: to and during the course of the trial... which coaclu-
sively proved that Zanellotti was a member of the Workers
League. ..

" Zanellotti was not expelled on the basis of his political
disagreements, which as a member of the YSA he was free to
raise during the discussion period. .

" Zanellotti was expelled for belonging to an opponent
organization whose aim is to destroy the YSA, a position
Zanellotti agrees with, as he stated at the trial conducted by
the NEC."

Thus, although there existed substantial evidence ‘even
prior to the trial that Zanello:ti was a member of a rival
political organization (which could definitely be said ro~
“place him outside the Constitutional provisons for member-
ship in the YSA, ") he was not immediately expelled . The
following procedure was implemented in accordance with the
Constitution of the YSA:

1. Charges were brought against him,

2. - Written charges were presented to him in advance of
the trial, ’

3. A trial was held to establish his guilt or innocence. -~
He was permitted to answer the charges at the trial.’

4. He was found guilty, and expelled.

5. He exercised his right to appeal the decision of the
trial body.-

6. His appeal was considered by the National Convention.
This highest decision-making body of the YSA sustained the
decision of the original trial body.

Let us coutrast this scrupulous adherence to democratic
procedure with the treatment accorded the membeis of the
Internationalist Tendency -~ a group which, we might add,
was clearly as guilty as Zanellotti,- '

In -aTuly 4, 1974 mailing to all members, Comrade
Andrew Pulley, YSA National Chairman, stated:

"Atits July 4, 1974 meeting, after careful consideration
of the documentary material gathered by the Control Commis-
sion of the Socialist Workers Party and made available to
the NEC upon our request by the SWP Political Committee,
the National Executive Committee of the Young Socialist
Alliance passed the following motion:



"'That the Internationalist Tendency's status as a separ-
ate, rival organization to the YSA be recognized and that
meinbers of this rival organization be informed that
this status places them oatside the constitutional provisions
for membership in the Young Socialist Alliance,

"In compliance with this motion, each local is instructed
to remove from its rolls as of this date all known members
of the Internationalist Tendency party listed in the enclosed
letter, " -

Thus, while the NEC possessed 145 pages of documentary
material mdtcatmg that the IT was guilty of indiscipline and
disloyalty, they did not present written charges against the
ITcrs for violating the Constitution, program or policies of
the YSA, They did not set trial dates for the accused to
coacretely, and Constitutionally establish their guilt, THEY
IGNORED THE PROVISIONS OF THE YSA CONSTITUTION
AND ILLEGALLY EXPELLED THE INTERNATIONALIST TEN-
DENCY AS A BODY '

Comrades, this NEC action sets a precedent of the’ most

: dangerous kind! Evidence of guilt, no marter how over-
whelming, does not replace the Constitutional necessity of
presenting'véritteri charges to the accused . Evidence of
guilt, - 1.0 matter how fully documented, is-never finally
established except by the Coastitutional provision of a mal.
Evidence of guilt only establishes the basis for formal writ-
ten charges, and for the trial of the accused. The trial it-
self , whereby the accused is afforded the opportunity of
answering the charges, is the only mechanism whlc‘l can
Constitutionally establish guilt or innocence.

This illegal, and unconstitutional action of the NEC
must be overturned by the membership!

I1I. The Iiternational Coatext

The illegal expulsion of the Masseyites has resulted in
more than the violation of the YSA Constitution. It undouabt-
edly has helped to deepen the existing factionalism within
the world Trotskyist movement, an:d'rtherefore, it has exac-
erbated the split dynamic among certain groups within the
Fourth International.

The IT was (and we presume, continuesto be), an
ideological suppo:ter of the International Majority Tendency
(IMT). One can imagine that supporters of the IMT in other
countries have received a very .distorted and one-sided ver-
sion of the events leading up to the expulsicn of their co~
thinkers in the YSA. Undoubtedly the Massey group has
sought to concentrate on the illegality of the expulsion as a
means of winning sympathy in the world movement, using
this issue to obscure their violations of YSA discipline.

The IT is presently in the position of claiming to be the

offended party, professing ‘hat they were expelled without
formal charges or trial because of their opinions,

If the Constitutionally mandated procedure had been fol-
lowed by the NEC, there could be no question in the minds
of IMT supporters that the IT had been disloyal to the YSA,
had been charged, tried, and convicted of disloyalty, and
expelled as punishment for their violations, In short, the
blame could have been placed unambiguously where it be-
longs -- on the shoulders of the Internationalist Tendency,

" In addition, the SWP "Materials. .. ‘document contains
much evidence (from secret IT internal publications) point-

ing to the complicity of some leading IMT members with the
Masseyites violations of our democratic-centralist norms,

"The Political Committee of the SWP has correctly called for

a special world coiigress of the FI to deatl not only with the
IMT's interference in the internal affairs of the party and

YSA, but also to deal with the world-wide activities of a
seciet IMT faction operating without the knowledge of the
United Secretariat. ‘We feel that it is very important “or '
YSAers to support this ca'l, for only a world céngress can

take up the question of violation of the statutes of the FI, '
detefmine the facts, and punish the guilty,

However, how can the YSA fraternal observers demand
that action be'taken against the violatdrs'of FI statutes, when
we ourselves have violated our own Constitution? Such a -
stance could only be interpreted as gross hypocnsy by mem-
bers of the IMT.

IV. What Must We Do

In order thar Constitutional framework of the YSA be
preserved, and in ofder to help stop the present split dynamic
in the world TTOLSky].S[ movement, -our Teadency calls upon
the Natioaal Convenaon to adopt the followmg three resolu-
tions: -

1. THE NATIONAL CONVENTION REJECTS THE JULY 4,
1974 NEC EXPULSION OF THE INTERNA TIONALIST TEN-
DENCY WHICH WAS ACCOMPLISHED WITHC-JT THE
PROVISIONS OF ACCUSED MEMBERS AS STATED IN
ARTICLE IX OF ‘THE YSA CONSTITUTION, THIS ART-
ICLE STATES THAT ACCUSED MEMBERS SHALL BE FUR-
NISHED WITH WIITTEN CHACGES, SHALL HAVE THE
"RIGHT TO A TZIAL, AND THE RIGHT TO APPEAL
THE TRIAL DECISION,

No doubt there are some who will use the July 4, 1974
expulsion of the IT as the basis for an attack on the essentially
sound democratic nature of the YSA, and its elected lead-
ership. We do not agree with this position.’

No political leadesship is always correct in its decisions.



This is why the National Convention, representing all YSA
members, is the highest decision-making body of our organi-
zation. It possesses the ultimate authority and supervision

over all elected bodies of the YSA, Censequently, it is the
job of the National Convention to make all final decisions,
and to review all actions of its subordinate bodies -- inclu-
ding the NC and NEC,

By rejecting the NEC expulsion, the National Coavention
can say to the world Trotskyist movemeat: “Our leadership
made a mistake, and we are acting to correct it," By doing
so, it has the opportunity of distinguishing between the very
substantial contributions made by the NC and NEC and its
political mistakes.

The present leadership of the YSA is, without doubt, the
finest of any socialist youth organization in the country. - The
Democratic Centralist Tendency feels that the NEC expulsion
o:der represents an undemocratic aberration by an otherwise
dedicated, demociatic leadership body. We feel that it was
the result of a series of massive provocations by the Interna-
tionalist Tendency group; provocations wh’'ch temporarily
blinded the NEC's political judgment Therefore, since
the expulsion is not symptomatic of a general anti-consti-
tutional thrust by the NEC, a simple rejection of their action
by the National Convention is sufficient to correct this situa-
tion. Because of the massive nature of the IT provocations
which triggered the NEC response, we do not feel that the
NEC should be brought up on charges of violating the Consti-
ttional noims of the YSA, However, a repudiation of their
action by the membership -- regardiess of the purity of the
NEC's motives -~ is necessary.

2. THE NATIONAL CONVENTION EMPOWERS THE IN-
COMING NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE TO OPEN
DISCUSSIONS WITH THE LEADERSHIP OF THE INTERNA-
TIONALIST TENDENCY GROUP TO ESTABLISH THE
BASIS FOR A PRINCIPLED RE-UNIFICATION OF AMERI-
CAN TROTSKYIST YOUTH CONTAINING THE FOLLOW-
ING PROVISIONS:

a. That the Internationalist Tendency group agrees to
engage in joint work with-the YSA in such areas as
support for the presidential campaign of the SWP, de-
fense of the Chilean people, and sales of the American
Trotskyist press,

b. That the Internationalist Tendeacy group agree that
this joint work and discussion of differences proceed for
a period not to exceed six months,

c, If at the end of this period a political reconciliation
is reached, the Internationalist Tendency group shall be

readmitted into the YSA on the following basis:

1) The Internatioralist Tendency group shall agree to

recognize the democratic centralist nature of the YSA;

2) The Internationalist Tendency group shall agree to
abide by the democratically-made decisions of the YSA,
including the decisions of all elected bodies and leader-
ships;

3) The Young Socialist Alliance shall agree to recognize
the rights of political minorities under the provisions of
democratic centralism, including the right to form poli-
tical tendencies o: factions;

4) The Ydung Socialist Alliance shall agree to grant
representation to the Internationalist Tendency group
on the National Committee of the YSA,

If the IT had been innocent of the charges raised against
them, or if there existed substantial doubt of their guilt, the
only remedy would be to immediately readmit them into
membership.

However, this is not the case. The Masseyites, by their
own admission, have violated the democratic centralist norms
of the YSA, It is only prudent to establish some safeguard 1
determine if they really have had a political change of
heart. By putting them on "probation” for up to six months,
under the watchful eyes of the NEC, we will be able to de-
termine if there is any real basis for a principled re-unifica-
tion.

In addition, if the IT refuses to participate in a re-unifi-
cation process on this principled basis, they would stand
exposed throughout the world Trotskyist movement. They
would no longer be able to use the expulsion as a weapon
against American Trotskyism.

No doubt, their rejection of a principled re-unification
process would also expose their true nature to many of their
own members. As the SWP documents revealed, the IT is
actually a collection of various clashing growps. If the IT
leadership were to reject an offer of principled re-unification,
this would probably split their ranks, and lead some of their
members to seek re- admission to the YSA on an individual
basis. v

3. AT THE END OF THE SIX MONTH PERIOD OF DIS-
CUSSION AND JOINT POLITICAL WORK WITH THE
INTERNATIONALIST TENDENCY GROUP, THE NATIONAL
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SHALL SUBMIT A WRITTEN
REPORT TO THE YSA MEMBERSHIP OUTLINING THE
RESULTS OF THE DISCUSSION AND JOINT WORK, AND
STATING THE POTENTIAL FOR A PRINCIPLED RE-
UNIFICATION, '

At the end of this probationary period, the NEC report
will establish if this is to be a permanent split. In any
event, the report will be a record of the YSA's attempt to



resolve this issue, and would be an important statement to
the world Trotskyist movemeant.

If the attempt at a principled re-unification is successful,
it may serve as a model for other countries which presently
have two public faces of the Fourth International. If the
attempt is unsuccessful, it will at least demonstrate to the
world movement that the YSA sincerely attempted a political
reconciliation and re-unification; that it was the IT grouping

1

.which rejected unity.

« & *

The National Convention is the highest decision-making
body of the YSA, We urge all members of the YSA to
support and vote for these three resolutions. By doing so, the
National Convention, which reflects the convictions of the
membership, will reaffirm the democratic centralist nature
of the YSA as reflected in the YSA Constitution. '

November 19, 1974



'HIGH SCHOOL WORK
. by Betsy Gilson, Twin Cities local

This fall, for the fust time in the Twin Cities local, we
established a hlgh school and Junio. high school work fraction.
In this contribution T would like to discuss some of the gains
we made and make some observations about high school work
in general, = =

At the beginning of the school year, we had three high
school comrades in the Twin Cities, But we weren't taking
advantage of the situation. We weren't selling at the schools
comrades attended or regularly at other schools, We had
thought about it, but had never implemented our ideas, Also
we weren't doing any consistent contact work, We just let
high school students find us, and didn't go out and consciously
work with them., The Minnesota SWP campaigns for Gover-
nor, Lt. Governor, and 5th Congressional District were not
brought into the schools at all, We felt that this was an
important field of work for contacts and recruitment., So
after seeing these things, we decided that we needed a stra-
tegic approach to high school work, We began a discussion
in the local on how to organize high school work, and decid-
ed that the best way was to set up a high school work frac-
tion. The work fraction would take on the responsibility of
planning and carrying out our wock. On the original work
fraction there were three high school students and an Executive
Committee comrade who was not in high school, We then
made some initial projections oa what was possible to
accomplish in the schools, These were: regular sales to all
high schools and especially those with comrades at them,
getting campaign speaking engagemeats, posting leaflets
for forums and political events in the schools, putting our
~omrades on the school newspaper staffs, and running socialist
student government campaigns, All of these projections were
carried out somewhat, but not as expected.

Some of the problems we had were that the original
projections were set too high, They were too hard to accom-
plish. High schools are not like college campuses in that the
students aren't as free, You can't just go into a high school
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and set up a hte.ature tablc or bulld a meeting, Everything
you wait to do has, to be. OKed through the administration
office. They can, at any. timc, stop political activity,
without consulting the student body. Even leaflets for post-
ing must be signed by an administrator,

Some of the successes we have had were in sales; over
the past three months since the beginning of school, we
have sold a total of 103 YS's at seven high schoo!s and
one junior high schoo?, We have had 15 high school cam-
paign speaking engagements, all in the Twin Cities and
surrounding suburbs, Also speakers on national tours spoke
at some of our schools, We recruited one high school com-
rade and three junior high school comrades since the begin-~
ing of the school year, Posting of forum and special event
leaflets is a weekly activity in the schools with comrades,
One of our junior high comrades is on the school newspaper,
And one high school comrade is in student government.

In general, we did most of the things we had projected.

I would suggest that in locals with one or more high |
school comrades, you should set up a high school work direc-
tor or a fraction, This would help to think out all areas of
high school work better than just teaving each high school
comrade on her or his own to decide what to do in their
school, You should involve the whole local in discussing
high school perspectives and get their ideas on possible
work for a high school fraction,

Even in the absence of any concrete struggles going
on in the high schools, sales and talking to students. has
indicated that students in general are very open to socialist
and radical ideas, High schootl students, like most people
in our society are looking for concrete altematives to the
system, We should take an ambitious approach to winning
them over to socialist ideas and to the Young Socialist
Alliance,

November 20, 1974



..~ THE NEED AND POTENTIAL FOR REGIONAL GROWTH IN THE COMING PERIOD

~ by Norman' Chagnon, Worcester local

We are witnessing the start of a new wave of radicalization
in the United States. The rise of CLUW, the increased
strike activity, the struggle in District 1, and the increasing
receptivity of people everywhere to our press and campaigns
are all positive signs that the American working class is in
the first stage of an important period of radicalization. A
key factor influencing the course that workers will take as
they enter into struggle will be the ability or the inability of
the American Trotskyist movement to grow with the radical-
ization. This document is an attempt to begin a discussion
on the role regional locals can play in this period and the
importance of that role.

It is my contention that qualitatively and quantitatively
the regional local can and must become a much more impor-
tant component of the YSA, Too often in the past, from
the N. O, on down to the regional locals themselves, the
regional locals have been seen only as recruiting tools and
support bases for the regional centers, We have tended to
forget that regional cities like Worcester have proportionally
greater proletarian populations than Boston, contain important
industries, and that it too is an important area for political
work,

The work of the Worcester local since the last convention
is indicative of the expanding role regional locals can play.
Some of the activities carried out by the local have been:

1) We obtained 25 radio, television and newspaper inter-
views, talk shows and news spots for the 1974 campaign,
Some of these media spots reached one million people.

2) We were able to establish contact and work with the
Worcester Gay Union on a Gay Rights Ordinance in Worcester.

3) We helped the local UFW support committee build a raily
rally of 150 and a dinner of 400 for a visit by Cesar Chavez.

4) An appearance before Local 435 Municipal Employees
Union of two of our candidates,

5) A campaign rally at Clark University which attracted
20 independents.

6) The building of a forum on the Middle East which
attracted about thirty people from the Arab community,

T) The recruitment of a Black worker and two women
members of the IBEW,
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8) The local is now participating in building a CLUW chap-
ter, running a campaign for city council, and has at least
four more contacts who will probably join by the convention,

The importance of the continuance and expansion of such
regional work is based upon three simple but fundamental
facts:

1) The YSA is THE voice of Trotskyism in the regional
areas and has the main responsibility in these areas of pre-
senting people with the socialist alternative,

2) If the YSA is to become a national organization in the
fullest sense of the term, it must expand.into the medium-
sized industrial cities as well as the larger centers,

3) It is in the regional areas that we have the largest leads
over our opponents, We have the most highly developed
regional apparatus on the left, If we take advantage of and
expand this tead, we can cut off our opponents from vast
numbers of potential supporters,

What are the concrete means by which we can expand
regional work?

1) Obviously we must continue and expand the sales of
our press and our educational and propaganda work ia the

regions,

2) Regional locals should be aware of political develo p-

‘ments in the region and participate in important political

activities,

3) Close cooperation between the region and the center
and constant exchange of information, material, and
support, Visits by regional comrades to the center and

vice-versa, Especially important are frequent visits by the
regional organizer,

4) Finally, experienced comrades who wish to stay in
the region should not be pressured into centers, Often the
lack of successful regional work is due to a lack of expe-
rienced comrades, not a lack of opportunities, Much of the
work of the Worcester local could not have been accomplish-
ed without the experience of some of the comrades,

This document by no means exhausts the reasons why
regional work is important, nor the ways in which it can be
made more effective, Hopefully, it will serve as an impetus



for discussion in regional locals and 'centers’, which will lead

to a strengthening of the role of regional locals across the
country,

The coming peried must become a period of growth and
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strengthening for the YSA..  That growth must be healthy,
balanced, and truly nationwide, We must realize that an

. essential and indispensibie component of this growth will be

the regional local,
November 20, 1974



- INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AND THE YSA

S

by Mark Friedman, Brooklyn, N;Y. local

The worldwide development of capitalism and the need
for highly educated and skilled labor internationally has
been a major factor in the influx of hundreds _of thousands
of international students into the U, S. Some come to get
an education, perhaps paid for by their mother country, only
to return home with their new skills, while others immigrate
on a permanent basis. . But for whatever reason or goal, the
existence of such a massive number of international students
in the U.S. is of very important concern for the YSA.

" In 1960, there were only 34 000 mtemauonal students
inthe U. S. Today there are more than 135, 000 frorn the
following major areas: Far East (51 000), Near and Middle

East (18, 000), Europe (16, 000), Latin America (29, 000),
Africa (10, 000), Oceania (2, 000). These figures do not in-
clude tens of thousands more who have been given citizen=-
ship, or permanent resxdency status, or are here without
papers, These international students attend 1,734 different
schools in all 50 states, About one-half of them are grad-
uate and one-half undergraduate students, '

If we added the number of intemational workers in the
U. S., there would clearly be at least 500, 000 people of
international origin who we want to reach w1th our 1deas.

Our mvolvement in the antl-war movement, the Hands off
off Cuba movement, supporting the rights of Sowet dissidents,
the Palestinians' flght to regain their land, and, defense of the
democratic rights of Chilean political prisoners, are only one
aspect of our internationalism, ; '

Another side is our propaganda work, the sales and dis-
tribution of The Militant, Yo,ung Socialist, Intercontinental
Press, and Pathfinder Press, which tell the truth about
worldwide events, Still another focus of our work that has
been weaker than the above mentioned activities, is the
YSA's approach to international students in the U. S,

The rise of the world revolution and corresponding youth
radicalization is witnessed by the recent developments in
Ethiopia, Portugal, Greece, Thailand, France, etc., and
the leading role played in these countries by the students,
The political activity of students internationally has had a
tremendous effecton American students and international
students in the U, S.

The development of the anti~war movement in the U, S,,
while not involving large numbers of international students,
had a profound impact on their consciousness and for many
began their radicalization.
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In the past couple of years we have seen international
students move more into action on the campuses and high
schools, First, international students have responded more
rapidly and aggressively to such events as the Mideast war,
the Coup in Chile, the African liberation movement.
Second, governmental attacks on international students such

:as financial aid cutbacks.and the refusal to grant work per-

mits have put them in motion and .enabled them to form links
with the Black, Puerto Rican, Chicano, and socialist move~
ments, International students have shown their ability to.
draw other sectors of the American population into action
against the U, S, or any-other government, particularly the
oppressed i;atioualitie§.and radicalizing youth,

_ These actions can have a tremendous impact on the
U.s. government as well as. forcmg the U, S, government to
adopt, a certain attituCe toward foreign countries,

For the 'YSA, the recruitment of international students
to Trotskyism is of p_aré.inqunt importance, it is.our obliga-
tion as supporters of the Fourth International and the world
revolution, Our work in this arena is very important because
it affords us an oppertunity to do international work right on
our own high school or college campuses, or in regional
areas through the YSA regional teams, regional locals, and
regional at-large YSAers,

-We must broaden our approach to international student
work, think out how we can involve international students
in our activities, educate.them about.our movement and
recruit them to Trotskyism. = Here are a few suggestions on
how to do this,

1) International Defense Campaigns

Our work with the United States Committee for Justice

to Latin American Political Prisoners (USLA) and particularly
our Chile detense work; working with the Committee for

Artistic and Intellectual Freedom in Iran (CAIFI); and various
ad hoc committees such as those that we helped organize
for the cefense of the Haitian Refugees facing deportation,
the African Independence struggles, and democratic rights
for Soviet Dissidents, are ideal instruments for the involve-
ment of international students in the activities of the YSA,
Through these committees we can explain how a defense
campaign is built on the basis of civil liberties, why rev-
olutionists support democratic rights and help defend and
extend them, the difference between united fronts and pop-~
ular fronts, the international role of ‘Stalinism, the need for
a revolutionary party, etc,



2) Defense of the SWP and YSA

The Political Rights Defense Fund teaches the lessons -
of how a revolutionary party defends itself from government
and right-wing attack, the use of defensive formulations,
and the reliance on the masses of people to defend the rev-
olutlo'lary party. :

3) Carnpu‘s Activities"of 'the YSA R

International students can and should be mVOIVed in al-
most every. activity that the YSA-carries out on the-campuses
and in the high schools, The use of forums witl international
students speaking  with our merhber¢ are' valuable means of °
extending political-diafogué and of portfaying the type of -
organization we are - multi-national, ''and supporters of

internationalism, Campus struggles against financial aid "~
ciitbacks, ‘tuition hikes;’ nghf-wmg Ziomst attacks, or strug-
gles for day care, bi-lingual education, ete,,"afe théBést
means that we have for showing exactly how arevolutionary
youth organization operates on a day~to-day basis. Through
our campus work we can further explain the need-for a rev-
olutionary youth organization, ‘the impdrtarice of the student
movement, how to deal with opponents on the left and right,
the administration and at times the state apparatus. These
actions will also have the effect of d1spe11mg any itlusions
in the "quality” of American schools ‘and thelr "free. mtel-
lectual ‘and unbxased atmOSphere » R -

4) Election Campaigns -

The swdent government election campaigns and munici-
pal and national election campaigns run by the YSA and
SWP respectively help to exposé the Temocratic aiidl Republi-
can parties off campus and their counterparts 6n campus as
well as-teaching the futility of Tesser-evilism, - The critical
support tactic and our attitudé towards independent campaigns
provide valuable lessons in the dissemination of propaganda
International students should also be encouraged to help in

P S
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tranflations and planning interventions into gatherings of
international students,

5) Special Classes and other Activities

The development of a layer of intemational student
sympathizers shoald be taken as seriously as new YSAers, If
the symparhlzers are unable to attend YSA mee tings for se-

curity reasons (and most of therm are), .a spec1a1 series of
classes should be o.gamzed and held on'the campus or at
‘so*neone s tome. ‘In Brooklyn, we tned both and found the
former to be better, later we mcorpoi'ated these special '
classes with YSA contact/new mernbers classes given on -
campus, Thesé classes are the means by which we can’ really
recruit these people to Tro*skylsm ‘Individual discussions
are crucial for the theoretical (development of these sympa-
thizers who are fien unable to hear our best educators of
part1c1pate in our 1nternal dxscussmns and: acnvmes.

Itis 1mportant for cornrades domg work with mtematmnal
students to be aware of their 1mm1grant status, In most °
countries of the world, it is not safe for these students w0
directly join radical orgamzatlons They may be victimized
by the U, S, government workmg in coIlusion with their
horne countries, This'is especially true of colomal and
semi-colonial countries and countries with nght—wmg
dlcpatorshlps

The recrultrnent of mtemanonal students to Trotskylsm ]
(and not necessarhy to the YSA because of security restric- '
tions), will undoubtedly increase our m31ght into our work
with mternational students == the best forms and techniques

“of mtegranon, etc, The task for us remains now, the con-
scious onentatlon of the YSA to intemnational students, their
involvemient in our work, and thelr rec'l.utme'lt to Trotsky-
ism, Herein lies a major contribution to the worldwide
socialist revolution that the YSA can make.

- nev'ém bér 20, 1974



YOUNG SOCIALIST: PUBLIC FACE OF THE YOUNG SOCIALIST ALLIANCE

. ON MAKING AN EXCELLENT PROPAGAND'A‘_FORM EVEN BETTER “ : 4 :'_ b

by Brian Johnson, Upper Wes't;Sidé; N. Y. 1ocal o i [

In Oetober of 1972 the political force of the YSA was
strengthened by the inception of the moathly Young Socialist,
We had a printed face, Through selling our press we ware
able to explain basic philosophy, methods and actions of our
organization more efficiently than before,

This contribution is not :a balance sheet on the YS because
1 do not believe ghat there is any need to debate its value as-
an organizing tool, No discussion of the :politics expressed in
the YS is put. -forth here, . The goal of the contribution is to
correct some blemishes in the editorial policy which inhibjt
the impact of the politics upon the reader, Criticism will

dominate only because affirmation is not included,

It is not possible to convince masses of the desirability of
a socialist revolution simply by explaining society and how
to change it, The respoase of people is dependent upon their
degree of consciousness and their material conditions, How-
ever, anything which is written for masses at a given time
with correct politics is.not necessarily the best propaganda
possible at that time. i

When the October 19’74 YS came out. I felr awkward
about selling it," At the begmnmg of the month I kept want=~
ing to:sell The Militant to the exclusion of the YS, . This
was not a feeling I have always had, Sometimes I have had
a clear preference for selling the YS over The Militant, 1
noticed the same tendency-in other comrades in the Upper
West Side Local, (Of course what we.do sell.is a local-wide
political and not a personal decision,) This tendency dis-
appeared in November. I looked over some issues of the
YS from last year and discovered that the feeling was the .
result “of the proximity. to_elections bringing out an unusual
concentratioa of what are, to me, ineffective ways of pre- .
senting our views, Three suggestions are made for improv-
ing the form oi the YS, .

L The Youhgl Socialist shoﬁid be a cléariy d4i‘st‘inctr and
independent voige -of the Young Socialist Alliance, -

~ One of the debates before the last YSA convention re=.
volved around the existence of youath groups separate, from
the revqlutionary parties of the Fourth International, We.
affirmed this dichotomy, A youth movement independent
from the party but in political agreemeat with it acts syner-.
gistically in political effect, especially for rectuiting, . This
distinction is sometimes blurred in the pages of the YS,
Some examples follow below, :

In thej‘un‘ev 1974 YS .'-'.Ir; Perspectivé"“ column,v Rebecea. -
Finch, SWP candidate for U, S. Senate from N. Y., de-
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scribes her experience as a poll watclier in the May 14 school
board elections in D fstrict 1, -The article is-excellent’in
content but out of place on the editorial page of the YS,
Either this article should appear in- The;Mjlitant of the
SWP, or a YSA comrade who was a,poll-watcher. should nave
writzen this article in the YS..: i woroy . i
’I’his type of contradiction occurs with the most frequency
of the year in the October YS. The front page editorial
"Vote Socialist Workers in 19741" is appropriate since this
is the:most important position-of:the YSA for the month,
Many excellent articles show off the-leadership of.the YSA

{dn the struggle: for socialism, -as usual. Support for and work

with the SWP are correctly shown. Qther-articles are out of
place. On page: 5.an article about YSA member Ollie Bivens,
a leader against the fight against racism in Beston, makes no
mention of the YSA. - Instead, Bivens is constantly.referred

to as a member of the-SWP,. This text belongs in The . .
Militant. ' The goal of the YS is torecruit to the YSA. This
goal is more-effectively catried’ out when:our work s attrib~
uted to us, A caption indicating that Bivens is SWP candi="
date for Lt, Governor of Massachusetts is adequate.to tet - .
people know that they can vote for:shim, - But the text of the
article concerning the struggle should be written around the -
work of our YSA comrades, '

 On page 10:is-a great factuat-article on District].. No
mention of YSA support te or-participation in the struggle is
made; ;A statement by the-SWP follows, 'Again, this arti=--.
cle belongs in The Militant, campaign paper of the SWP
not .in the YS, pubhc voice of the YSA TR RN TS
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These-.are’ o'nly. a. few .examptes tof ama‘rked tendency, ‘.
The podiat is that the YS shauld coasistenifly express the
views of the YSA. ..When articles which appear to be for - -
and by the SWP appear in the YS, an image of a youth
group dependent on; and: following the line.of, the SWP is
projected, rather than an tmage of an independent youth. .-
group: in political agreement with the SWP. The.political.
content of articles:should not be ohanged ‘but they should
clearly pm}ect the fdeas of the ¥SA,

2 Ideas should be preseuted in a d1alect1ca1 manner,

* The way people th.ink. reﬂects the sttucture‘of st)ciety./
Newspapers generally adapt to the dialectical thinking of -
people by reporting on actors with their own bias. The read-
er observes the position of the actor; .the position. of the
medium, . and reaches a synthesis; the idea 'she/he comes -
away with from the reading, - When one reads an articte in

the N, Y, Times, one often "reads between the lines" which



means adding one’s insight to the account of the actor,
viewing the Times bias in reporting, and-syuthesizing the-
information into one's own view of what-occurred. —One does
no: need t be so suspicious of our press since it contains the
truth, but it is read in the same way as any article in a
bourgeois paper. The thinking process in a reporting article
is still a dialectical conflict between the bias of the actor
and the mediumtresulting .in a reader's opinion,

When a statemefit appears in the YS it is also evaluated -
dialectically, For instance, in an article like "Behind the
Energy Crisis, " the capitlist view is common. knowledge, .
After reading the socxahst perspectwe the reader reaches a

synthesis,

This structure is violated by certain reporting which tends
to occur in the YS,’ especially around election time. Articles
such as " Socialists campaign in East'L: A, ‘barrio" on page 4 '
of the October YS ‘or "Boston socialist slams racist anti-busing
drive" on page 5 losesome of their potential readers because
they are not coustructed-didlectically. Raul Gonzales, who
clearly agrees completely with Tank"Barrera and Mariana Her-
nandez, reports on their views. He ffequently quotes exten-
sively. = As a result an important, dramatic struggle appears
flat and cold. This is truly "one sided" reporting because
there is no conflict between the actor and the medium. If
Tahnk Barrera had written a statement of his views, from the
heart of a fighter, a clear dichotomy would be set.up between
the oppressor and the resistor, The article would be more in-
tetesting and the synthesis of the reader might be different.

Similarly, in the article concering Boston, the reader
must: see ‘Randi Dolph as a person who slavishly noted the
opinions of Ollie Bivens. Nothing could be further from the
truth.. Out policies are coastructed froin democratic' centra-
list discussions and decisions, . But this is not known by most
readers. There is a socially-formed impulse in the reader to
fill in the role of the opposition regardless of their opinion
on the situation. The dialectical vacuum created by the
absence of an antithesis draws the reader into opposition due
to the form rather than the content of the article, Why not
let Ollie Bivens write “The socialist position on the anti~
busing drive"?  Ollie Bivens should have no pro blem explain-
ing his ideas.and actions on this situation-in a clearly anti~
racist manner, - .But if he does this the reader will compare -
the racist views, the YSA idea, understand by her/himself
that Bivens has attacked the racist position, and decide which
position is best. Rather than reading that the "racists” have
been "slammed, " the reader should see that the anti-busing
forces have. been discredited and conclude that their- position
is racist,

The column ':_’Q_on the move " had the same one~-sided
tone. . It is self-congratulatory, Anecdotes about how sales

went belong in local.sales reports or the weekly national
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sales letter, but not in the YS,

We have clarified to people that our press is biased just
a3 all media are, While a conscious bias is important in
our press, we should never have one-sided reposting simply
because it is not effective in conveying our ideas, The two
sides in every YS :article should be delineated and-diver-
gent, :

3. Using alienation,

One of the most oppressive aspects of life in capitalist
society is alienation. This feeling is created in the individual
during socialization in the family unit and perpetuated through-
out life,” -A mirror of the fragmeated, uno:ganized, divided
state of the working class; alienation is a powerful and ' omui-
present means of social control.

The psychie structure of alienation is well stated by
Franz Kafka,

"...the world was for me divided into three
parts: one in which I, the slave lived under laws -
that had been invented only for me and which I+-
could, Idid not know why, never completely com-
ply with; the second world, which was infinitely :
remote from mine, in which you lived, concerned
with governmeat, with the issuing of orders and

" with the‘annoyance about-them not being obeyed;
and finally a third world where everybody else’
“lived happily and free from orders and from hav-

ing to obey. " : :

" Consciousness raising was effective for the women’s
moveinent because it attracted alienated women®s attention
and it destroyed this structure by showing oppressed women
that they were all in the same situation. The next logical
step is to fight togcther to change the situation. The YS
needs to attack alienation in the same way more conscmasly
than it has in the past :

An excellent example of using this technique is Jerry
Freiwirth's article in the June 1974 YS: "H, S, students speak
out on summer job crunch, * Une'nployed people are consti-
tuted by the nature of their position in society to be disorgan-
ized, fragmented, alienated, Everybody knew that high
schoo! unemployment was widespread but the victims were
made éinbtionally real in the article, Other readers felt
less alienated, more in the same "world, * ‘and' probably
read the adjoining article "Socialist solution to youth
unemployment, " much more carefully than if it had been
presented alone. Pairings like in-depth interviews with
unemployed workers and an explanation of sliding wages
and hours or irrelevance of college courses and the red
university strategy might be used, Long articles are de-
sirable,  The further down the writer plunges into ‘alienation,



the more the alienated reader identifies with the writer

and feels that YSA solutiens are answers to her/his prob'lemrs.
We can capitalize on this reservoir of feelings to shew how
practical a political approach is.

This discussion has been abstract, as I have tried to
point out exactly the mechanisms of a sometimes awkward
style, but the conelusion is concrete. The Young Socialist
is our paper. We wantto fill it with our ideas; carefully rea-
soned politics overlayed on fierce rebeilion and resiseance to
intolerable conditions. - We have so much to say about the
struggles of youth that we do not need articles from the SWP
or articles that belong in The Militant to fill our 16 pages,
though we will always make our political support of the SWP
clear, We want to have two kinds of artieles in our paper:
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reports on struggles and statements of policy or ahalysis, We
do not report on our statements because we speak direetly to
people. We don't draw conelusions for people in headlines or
editorializing articles because the plain facts speak for them-
selves. We don't find it necessary to congratulate ourselves
in our paper because we are confidem that others will approve
our actions when they are presented. We know what appres
sion is about because we are the oppressed, Our articles re-
veal an emotional sympathy of the victimization of people
coupled with serious, pragmatic transitional programs for.
solution. A

I submit that these changes in the YS§ will increase its im-
pact upon our readers, - o -

. Novembes 23, 1974
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"The question of maps in.our situatiom.»= i, &, ,'in assit~
uation of imperialist encirclement. (of the USSRy and growth
of the world revolution «=is a very-important question- of
general edugationt,* == Trotsky (Problems of Everyday Life.
pe 12'7)

~ In -our attempts to-educate, agitate,-and organize we '
should be conscious of the many tools that can help s -
communicate both internally and to non-comrades, Geo=
graphical maps'can be:such a tool to aid in our propaganda
work == our work of getting our views out to each other and
to other radical young people, While a map may seem like
just another "visual aid, it is actually a basic tool of poli~
tical education that can have an impact beyond that of the
miscellaneous charts and diagrams that we tend to associate
with the high school or college classroom,

Internal Education

In educating our own cadre in international politics we
must place historical and current events in a materialist
perspective to make them intelligible, We do this in many
ways: we use wars and revolutions as reference points in
historical accounts; we may describe a country's policies
with reference to its leaders and the class they represent; we
often remind the readers of our press of a nation's GNP when
discussing its economic life; and we often reference countries
by their economic and military alliances such as NATO, the
Common Market, or the Warsaw Pact. These efforts at put-
ting international events in perspective take the subjective
and objective aspects of the countries involved in an event
and structure the information in a way to make the relation-
ships between the countries as comprehensible as possible,
One type of information that often needs to be stressed in
this way is geographical information -~ information about
a country's borders, its size relative to other countries, the
location of its cities, the location of different nationalities
within the country, etc.

The need for geographical information is an obvious
feature of any attempt at political education, but certain
circumstances may increase this need, The Bolsheviks,
for example, made a great effort to inform the masses
about their geographical and economic encirclement by the
imperialist powers after the October revolution, This task
necessitated the use of maps, since a single clearly drawn
map of the USSR and its neighbors would allow a person to
comprehend a large amount of political information about
the relations of the Soviet Union to the rest of Europe,
Trotsky spoke of thiy process by which even an illiterate

by Be Harris, Nashville local o L R
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‘“A SUGGESTION ON THE USE OF MAPS '~ = ™ T
e RS VA SRR T nonn Ll :

peasant.couldrusea map to. understand the significance of; .-
say, a.report about.a European country’s:changing polictes -
toward the USSR, By seeing conctetelythe geographical .
relation of country.A' tothe Soviet Union {and to countries -
B,-C and D), one could miore -easily understand the chang-
ing poﬁtlcal‘rehtmns between these states, « .- :

‘ For members of the Young Somahst Alhance in the
United States, the need for geographlcal ‘information is ‘also
an important one, Because of a number of factors (the Uni-
ted States borders only two countries, there is a comparatively
much longer distance between the U. S. and other non-
contiguous countries than there is between European countries,
and the U, S, dominates the continent in size, politics and
economy), most Americans know very little geography of
the rest of the world, especially of the geographical relations
between other countries, This often makes it hard for us to
understand world political developments either because we
are not reminded by geography of the political inter-relation-
ships between countries (e.g., Spain and Portugal), or be-
cause we cannot remember within a thousand miles where
countries (e, g., Sri Lanka or Kuwait) actually are. This
lack of geographical education of all young people in the
U. S. is a benefit to the U, S. ruling class since it allows
them to manipulate our political perceptions by either fos-
tering a chauvinistic ignorance of other countries and thus of
their political crises (e.g., Puerto Rico, Haiti), or by
suddenly confronting us with geographical and political reali-
ties (e. g., Cuban "missile crisis"), as an attempt to whip up
a nationalist frenzy.

Most importantly for us as members of the YSA, geogra-
phical education is crucial for our ability to relate to current
events. Two examples have recently highlighted this need
for me, and I think that they may be familiar to other com-
rades. First, after the coup in Chile last year, Iread some
articles about the increasing encirclement of Argentina by
countries with reactionary governments. This analysis brought
up the question of the relationship between the geography of
Latin America and the overall imperialist strategy of isola-
ting progtessive or even superficially anti-imperialist coun-
tries. Unfortunately, my conception of Latin America did
not include the knowledge needed to see this sort of pattem
as it existed. By contrast, some foreign-bom students I
encountered seemed to have a much better grasp of the
political relations between countries like Brazil, Chile, and
Argentina because they could visualize their geographical
inter-relationships,

A second example of what I believe to be a common geo -

s



graphical ignorance came up in relation to the coup in.
Greece, On consulting an atlas I was amazed to see how
close Greece is to the workers states of East. Europe.. Because
I knew little about Furopean geography and because Greece
had been under a reactionary regime for as long as I had
been politically conscious, Ihad somehow ignored its proxim-
mity to the workers states (e. g., Albania). ' Although I knew
something of its political history,- I had missed seeing the
instability of the now overthrown regime because I was un- .
clear about its relation to the rest of Europe.  While the
-examples of Greece and Argentina may be \idiosyncratic to
me, they are meant to illustrate the need for use of geogra-
phical information (especially shown by maps) in our-inter-
nal education. - .. - - .. - Co

Propaganda Work v

Besides their importance for internal 'education, .maps
can be an important part of the YSA's propaganda work. . We
can.use maps to communicate our understanding of world .
potities to radical youth in the U: S, who have often been '
insulated by the chauvinistic education dispensed in schools
and by the lies of the bourgeois media. In contrast to many
of our opponents on the left, we are truly international in
our perspective and our _propaganda techniques should show
this.,” Maps are one way of indicating our understanding that
U. S. capitalism is international, that imperialism and inter-
imperialist competition are international, and that the revo-
lutionary movement must be international.

One example of the impact that maps can have in our
propaganda work is provided by the Pathfinder Press edition
of Israel: A Colonial Settler State, by Maxime Rodinson. In
the appendix of that book there are four maps of the Arab
East, from before 1947 to 1967. On these maps the expansion
of Israel is clearly shown as a dark mass getting larger and
larger on each successive map. By taking the historical de-
velopment of Israel back before 1947 and by representing it
on a map, this book produces an image of increasing physical
growth that conveys a political message in a very powerful,
visual manner. The usefulness of this representation of
Isr ael's expansion was shown in Nashville by an Iranian stu-
dent that we see occasionally on campus. After last year's
October war, this student carried Rodinson's book around
with him and-would often pull it out and use the maps in the
back to help him make political points in arguments with
Zionists around our literature tables, While our analysis of
Israel is much more than a summary of its physical growth,
we should take a lesson from this Iranian and use maps to
help us get this aspect of our propaganda across,

Besides Israel, a number of countries whose outlines are
already familiar enough can be used to dramatically repre-
sent the country itself -- the U. S., Vietnam, Korea. Also,
the continent of Africa is easily recognizable in outline.
Because of people’s ability to recognize these areas, their
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silhouettes are effective symbols for the countries or conti-
nents that they represent and often can be used as such (e. g.,
our recent "Portugal Out of Africa" button, some of our re-
cent convention banners, and the May 1973 cover of the YS).
Because of the often greater impact of visual symbols versus
verbal ones, they can be an effective tool in our public work,
helping to get our ideas across in the clearest manner and
with the'most impact, - = '

A Suggestion
N .

In considering our internal and extemal education, it
seems as if both of these areas of work could-greatly benefit
from increased attention to the use of maps. Two recent
major regional educational activities in Atlanta are cases in
point. The first was an educational conference that inclu-
ded one talk on the prospects for African liberation. While
this talk was very well presented and was & comprehensive
review of current African politics, the lack of a simple map
of Africa made it unnecessarily hard to follow and made it:
impossible for most comrades to visualize the inter-relation-
ships between the many  African countries discussed. With -
countries whose politics range from those of Rhodesia to those
of Algeria-or Tanzania, the geographical relations-in Afri-
ca are very important (e.g., liberation movements in country
A are usually based in countries B or C, and this effects the
countries’ relations), and could have been easily seen from a
map hung near the speaker.

During this last summer there was another major regional
educational event that pointed out the need for maps -~ a
special weekend of the Atlanta surnmer school, This weekend
featured a series of talks on the post-war transformations in
Eastern Europe, given by the National Education Director of
the Socialist Workers Party, Although these classes were very
informative and politically important, the lack of maps to
accompany the presentation seemed to reduce many com~
rade’s ability to process this information. This seemed to be
a result of first, the difficulty of keeping straight the detailed
information about the history of five or six closely related
countries, and second, the difficulty of integrating this infor~
mation into an understanding of Eastern Europe as a whole,
If this conference had included a map simply showing the
outlines of the countries discussed, it seems as if the infor-
mation would have been better understood by most comrades.
For example, if one could associate information about a
country's history with an image of the country itself, it could
help to keep the histories of half a dozen countries straight in
one's head. Also, if one could see the geographical relations
between East Furopean countries and between them and the
USSR, some political events would begin to make sense just
on the basis of this geographical information.

1 would like to suggest that large, easy-to-read maps be
included in presentations on subjects such as the two mention-
ed above. In Nashville we have recently tried including



maps where useful -~ for instance for a talk on "Which Way
for the Middle East.” We used large scale copies of the
maps in the appendix to Rodinson's book, plus a larger-scale
map of the area from Libya east to Iran, including some of
the north shore of the Mediterranean (Greece and Turkey).
Atlthough ir took some trial and error to get the maps large
enough and the borders drawn broadly enough, the result was
helpful to our speakers in getting some of their points across.
From this positive experience of ours and the negative expe-
rience of sitting through talks that were unnecessarily confus-
ing because of the lack of maps, I would urge comrades on
YSA educationat and forum committees to consider using
maps when possible and appropriate. It is our duty as a
revolutionary youth organization to breathe some new life
into often'dull educational conferences that we hold in con-
junction with the Socialist Workers Party.

‘In using maps for political education there are a couple "
of mistakes that should be avoided, ' The first is the mistake’
of emphasizing maps to the extent that they detract from the
political presentation that they're supposed to-assist.  This"
canoccur if maps are used in an overly intellectual or eli-
tist way -~ e. g., if they say " You can't ufiderstand this talk
unless you can understand this complicated set of maps, "
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Comrades who prepare maps should remember that maps need
to illustrate important geographical relationships in as simpte
a manner as possible rather than making political points in
themselves. Thus, if someone doesn't understand a particu-
lar map at a forum it wouldn't detract fro-n understandmg the
forum speaker's presentation.

Another mistake that ¢an resuit from over-reliance on-
maps and on geographical information is the over-emphasis
on objective political factors at the expense of the subjective.
Maps represent countries by representing their borders, cities,
roads, etc., rather than by the combativity of the country's
population or the existence of a revolutionary party in a par-
ticular country. Because of this expression of objective fac-
tors, maps often exaggerate the extent to which events such
as changing the name of a country (e.g., Zaire), or the’
winning of formal independence for a country (e.g., Mozam-
bique), - are a sign of revolutionary change. This feature of
geographical information increases the need for maps to be
accompanied by.a political evaluation of wars, ¢oups; and
other events that can change the features on a map-but-often
do not coincide with changesin soc1a1 relatlons in the rele-
vant countries, T : :

B - R . e
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ON THE YSA'S LABOR SUPPORT WORK

by R1ch Stuart, San Francisco local

At our last convention in Chicago, the YSA reaffirmed the
document, " The Worldwide Youth Radicalization and the
Tasks of the Fourth International.™ The June 1973 plenum of
the National Committee adopted the general line of Andy
Rose's balance sheet of the youth radicalization, reprinted in
the international discussion entitled " The Red University
Strategy vs. the Irrevemble Tum” (IIDB, Vol. X #19)

The events of the past year have more than confirmed our
orientation and perspectives for the youth radicalization,
This is particularly clear with regard to the relationship of
students to the struggles of the labor movement, We have
consistently held that the YSA has played an important role
in amswering the questions hotly debated during the rise of
the youth radicalization: “What should be the direction and
objectives of student struggles?”, "What program should the
vanguard put forward for the student movement?”, and
“What Kkind of relationship should the student movement seek
with the struggles of the working class?*

The marked rise in labor struggles this year, aimed at
holding off the attacks on the standard of living, has given
us a new opportumty to again aggressively answer these
questions,

This rise in labor militancy has important implications for
our work on the campuses and in the high schools. As Rose's
document points out:

An upsurge of the working class does not
mean that other oppressed groups will
step back-in deference to its power,
Quite the contrary; An upsurge of the
‘working class inspires and spurs on others
who have an interest in fighting capital-
ism, It stirs their feelings of revolt and
hatred against their oppressors, It gives
them renewed courage and a sense of
power and breaks down their hesitations
about fighting back.

Rose continues:”

There can be no doubt that, as the work-
ing class does radicalize, its actions

will be decisive in orienting and head-
ing its allies in other layers of the
population. But there is no basis or
reality for forecasting that, as big
workers® struggles unfold, the radical~
ized students, women, oppressed nation-
-alities, - layers of the petty-bourgeoisie or
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other groups will lose interest in.fighting
for demands of specific concem to them

(IIDB, Vol. X, #19 p. 14).

Students have without a doubt felt the crunch of inflation,
cutbacks, 'and declining living ‘standards, either through"
holding down a job (which more and more students are do=
ing), increased difficulty in parents' ability to subsidize
school costs, or the drastic tightening of loans, grants and
other forms of student financial aid, We don't have to spend
as much time explaining that things are bad and getting
worse. While the capitalist apologists are trying to con- =
vince people that the system can work, we have to explain
the socialist alternative as the only alternative to the decay-
ing and irrational capitalist system,

The worsening economic situation and subsequent battles
between labor and capital have opened the eyes of millions
of students to the fact that workers and students are lining
up against the same enemy, Students are beginning to see
the sleeping giant awakemng and flexing its muscles, "And
unlike previous years, there are ‘fewer discussions about
whether the working class has any power, and even fewer on
whether there is a working class at all. The sight of workers
battling the bosses is an impressive and inspiring one to
radicalized students, women, Blacks, and Chicanos, The
formation of the Coalition of Labor Union Women and the
Coalition of Black Trade Unionists adds to the respect the
labor movement is winning. ‘

The strategy of the red university links the demands and
struggles of the students to the overall class struggle, The.
job of the YSA is to convince students to side with and
struggle alongside the working class. The worldwide youth
radicalization document says:

The revolutionary youth vanguard, to be
effective, must put forward a program that
transcends the campus in its goal, but at

the same time includes it; that connects
student demands with the broader demands
of the class struggle on a national and
international scale, that shows students

‘how their own demands relate to these

bigger struggles, are an integral part of
them, and can help to advance them,

The program put forward by the revolutionary
youth must tie together the long-range -
perspectives and daily work of a revolutionist
in the school arena.. The program put for-
ward by the revolutionary youth is one that
mobilizes for struggle around the basic



issues of the world class struggle and the
needs of the student population itself,

The YSA in San Francisco was able to take advantage of
two developments in order to educate students and win them
to the side of the trade union movement,

The city workers' strike last spring won wide support and
verged at one point on spreading to a citywide general
strike. Support for the strike was widespread, in spite of a
campaign by the media to turn the ‘public’ againg it.
Picketing was very effective, Pickets hit city transportation,
the Bay Area commuter busing, the docks, city offices,
hospitals, sewage plants, museums, etc, . The strike was a
real display of the power of the organized trade union move-
ment,

In spite of thé impressivé solidarity of labor, it was never
clear that the strike would be victorious, The media re="
peatedly stepped up its campaign against the strike. They
blamed the strikers for totally digupting the city and causing
great, mconvemence. This hysteria succeeded in causing
some confuslon on the part of students and some resentment
toward the strike, - Many | students rely on public transporta-
tion to get to school 0 they were often suckered by the lies
of the media.

The YSA catled for an outdoor ratly -at San Francisco- State
to win support for the strike and do a lot-of educating on
what the strike was all about.  We got the Associated
Students (student-government) and the campus local of the
United Professors of California to cosponsor the rally,along
with the Young Socialists for Rodriguez, and called it for
the following day. We invited the unions on strike to send
representatives to the rally, and both the city workers "
(SEIUY and the bus drivers (TWU) sent speakers, ° The rally *
was literally built in a matter of hours and 400 people came,
Following the scheduled speakers we opened the microphone
for discussion from the crowd. Students asked a lot of
questions to clarify-the issues of the strike, rightwingers
attacked the strike, and comrades spoke as YSAers and
SWP campaign supporters defending the strike, linking the
strike to issues concerning students, and urgmg students to
support the stnke :

Although the YSA didn't try to dominate the rally, before
it was over it was clear to anyone with a head on their
shoulders that the YSA had produced the rally, The repre-
sentatives of the unions were impressed with our:sincerity
and the success of the rally, - Our-opponents were stunned,
The whole thing hit them like a bolt-of lightning, - While
they stood on the sidelines mouthing empty workerist
thetoric, ‘the YSA had done something to concretely de-
fend a workers' strupgle,
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-The city workers strike lasted ten days and ended in a big
victory for the strikers, This fall the Chamber of Commerce
retaliated by having the Board of Supervisors in San
Francisco put a measure on the ballot (Proposition L) that
would have destroyed collective bargaining for city workers,

The unions mmated the szens United Against Proposi-
tion L, whose sole purpose. was the defeat of Proposition L,

The Chan;,be: of Commerce waged a big campaign for a
"Yes" voteonL.The theme of the bosses' campaign was that
city workers were paid inflationary wages by the tax money-.
of other lower paid people in San Francisco, The myth of
the $17, 000 a year streetsweeper was;created. The bill~
boards of the Chamber of Commercg tead, "For 'Sweeping
Reform', Yes on L," The labor bureaucrats did little to - -
mobilize their ranks in a massive. way against this demagogy.

Proposmon L would have meant the d1fference betwean
stronger city unions or driving back the union . movement,
A large number of city workers are Blacks and women who,
according to the Chamber of Commerce, were overpaxd at
$500 a month. :

The YSA decided that a campus debate on Proposition L
would give us apother opportunity to explain to students the
relevance of this labor struggle to their interests, ‘The
Proposition L campaign took place in a mueh different
atmosphere than the spring strike, The tension and sense of
urgency did not exist, It seemed to many students that
Proposition L didn‘t affect them much, if at all, ..

The debate was set up between a representative of the. -
Chamber of Commerce, the research director of the SEIU,
and Nat Weinstein, the SWP candidate for Congress, The
debate was billed as "Labor vs, the Chamber of Commerce, "
The publicity was paid for by the labor movement. It was
designed and distributed by the YSA. The leaflet explained
the effect of Propesition L on Black workers, women workers,
the unions, and we explained the necessity for students to
oppose Proposition L as part of the fight against the attack on
the living standards of students and workers by big business,

The debate was broadly. sponsored and very successful,
The Chamber of Commerce speaker repeatedly burst into
loud harangues against the audience for being biased,
close-minded, and not conducting the debate in an
"academic atmosphere, " He made our job very easy. The
SEIU representative patiently exptained why students
should help to defeat Proposition L, He urged students to
base their decision on who they wanted to run the city of
San Francisco, Virtually everyone was won.to the side of
the unions, and the Chamber of Commerce représentative
left in a huff,

One week after the de,bafe, -a member. of SEIU‘working in
the anti~Proposition L office called the YSA for help in



getting publicity in the campus press and more literature
out on the campus, He had been told by the campus paper
that if he wanted help against Proposition L he should call
the YSA. The YSA was one of many sponsors of the debate,
but it was once again clear who was seriously behind the
fight against Proposition L on the campus,

The.rise in labor militancy will continue, and our task
is to establish the YSA in the eyes of radicalizing students as
the best defenders and supporters of workers struggles, Our
ability to do this will put us in a greatly strengthened posi~
tion to build and intervene fii-even bigger battles that are on
the agenda as capitalism continues to deteriorate,

The edge we now havé on our oppdnents could prove ‘
critical in future struggles. But in order to ‘maintain this
edge we have to have more comrades on campuses across the
country, To do the most effective labor support work. to
best build student struggles and link them to the fight of the
working class, and to build the YSA, we need a strong campus

‘base. In San Francisco we could have done more work around
the city workerss' stnke, the Proposition L campaign, and the
miners' strike had we had more comrades at San Franc1sco
State,
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The situation will demand a more and more aggressive
orientation to the rise in labor militancy, The work of the

‘YSA and the SWP in the antiwar, women's, Black, and

Chicano movements has earned us great respect among some
sections of the trade union movement, We should not under-
estimate the openings that we will be able to take advantage
of, or the willingness of the union movement to welcome our
support on the campuses, The truckers' comments about
learning how to protest from the student movement were no
fluke, That is a common sentiment how among more and
more workers, ‘We ate the strongest radical orgamzanon on
the campuses, and we should think that way. When the -
labor movement flexes its muscles we should flex durs too,’
because as the worldwide youth radlcahzatmn document '
says:

Whoever succeeds int winning the alle~ =~ "
giance of the most intelligent and dé~
voted activists among the rebel youth
holds'the key to the future, For they
will play a major role in making histo-
ry and deciding the destiny of mankind
for the rest of the twentieth century.
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SOME QUESTIONS AND CRITICISMS ON THE STUDENT ORIENTATION OF THE YSA

by Darren Crown, East Lansing local

1. Roots of the YSA's Student Orientation

The events of the late '60s and early "70s verified the
American Trotskyist movement's contention that students
are playing an ever increasing role in the class struggle. The
YSA's response to this student radicalization was to center
its work entirely on those campus struggles and to link them
with the struggles of the working class.

Because of this work our movement experienced new
growth and expansion, while the small groups of sectarians,
Maoists and abstentionists were yapping at our heels, reciting
their workerist lines, ddoming themselves to becoming even
smaller.

Our movement understodd that students were coming clo-
ser and closer to the working class, and that with the aid of
the YSA and the SWP, we would link their struggles to those
of the working class, The creation of the red university strat-
egy laid the foundation for just such a linkage to occur,

However, the working class was slow to respond to the
student radicalization, and by the time the union movement's
pro-war stand had been broken down, the scope of the student
radicalization had greatly diminished, thus testifying to a
coming lull in both of these struggles. It did, however, fore-
tell of just such a linkage to occur during the next upsurge.

II, Role of Students in the Socialist Revolution

This role of students is still relatively new. Since the
beginning of capitalist society in America, students were
deeply rooted in the ruling class. They were, in fact, the
sons and daughters (only much later) of the bourgeoisie.

However, with the advent of greater technology in pro-
duction, it became necessary for the ruling class to keep the
working class technologically in step. So the universities
were opened to the sons and daughters of the working class.
Students were no longer the elite group they once were, On
the contrary, they had come much closer to the working
class, in composition, in combativity, and in their basic
opposition to this system.

This meant that, for the ruling class as well as the work-
ing class, students had a greater social weight. But, this of
course did not make students a class, revolutionary or other-~
wise, but they had hecome a powerful potential ally of the
workers. The error of the student powerists lay in their be-

26

lief that students would be able to change society without
the working class. - They were found lacking when, at the
height of the student upsutge, . no revolution materialized.

III.‘ The American Situation 'i’qdiy

Students today are contimiing to radicalize, even though
this radicalization is not being reflected as much by the
mass mobilizations characteristic of the beginning of the
*70s. However, a new factor has been added: this time the
working class is beginning to move, and this motion is cen-
tered mainly around the young working class,

The Yankelovich survey showed the birth and development
of this young worker radicalization. It reported.on the grow-
ing consciousness among the young workers, but it also told
of their lack of clarity in regard to their struggles: they
know why they want to change society, but they don't
know how. The radicalization of these young workers shall
prove fertile ground for the Trotskyist movement and the
YSA, if we are willing to approach their struggles and assert
our revolutionary program. However, we are at the momeat,
"ham-strung” by an orientation striving to make the YSA a
strictly student organization, an orientation which would
allow these opportunities to pass our movement by.

IV. The YSA Student Orientation

As I have said, our work in the student movement was,
and shall continue to be a chief factor in expanding the
YSA's influence in radical politics, in the student movement
itself, and will help maintain our growth in numbers, The
decision to immerse ourselves entirely in the student strug-
gle was a correct one, We observed where the radicalization
was, and we decided our action from there.

However, now the radicalization no longer rests solely on
the students. Again, we must reevaluate our situation, and
the character of the radicalization and, again we must de-~
cide our activities accordingly.

A number of arguments have come out against such a re-
evaluation, among them the belief that the YSA is an orga-
nizer of students, and the role of the SWP shall be to organize
the working class. The perpetrators of this argument have let
show their lack of historical vision. The YSA is not an
organizer of students, that is, it is not beyond a certain point.
Our role is to organize and educate radicalizing youth, un-
sure if they are going to dedicate the rest of their lives to




the emancipation of humankind. The YSA is the youth cadre
builder of the revolutionary party. As a result, a good pro-
portion of YSAers join the SWP, the organizer and the nu-
cleus of the vanguard of the proletariat. -

Therefore our labors cannot be limited to a certain sec~
tion, or milieu of youth. - It would be equally an error to do
the reverse of our. present orientation, to pass over the stu-
.dents, and center our, work in the young worker's movement.

We must strike a balance, placing our emphasis on where we
can make the most gains at a given moment. In the present

penod our work is with the students, but the present period
demands that we do preparatory work in the young proletariat
.on the scale that we have done with high school work, As
the situation changes, we can decide wh ere to place the most
) emphasrs accordmgly '

H0wever, Iam told that we can help radicalize the young
workmg ¢lass by strike suppOrt from the camipuses. What ‘shanl
happen to the young worker we may recruit? Do we ask them
16 coine back to campus, as we have ‘done in numerous
other occasrons? The idea of student support of workers strug-
gles 1s s correct one when part of a whole plan of action. I
oonsrder it necessary to regard support from students as only
a part of our work becatise I don't believe that it is the YSA s
policy to do things from the outside. I think we should be a
part of those struggles to recruit from them, and not to
wmdow shop; giving our support to the struggle and then
leavmg after it's over, leavrng no lastrng influence there,
Any worker comrades should_ remam in their work places,
talking politics, selling our press and building our cam - §

paréns

» Our role is not one of student orgamzauon, just as much
as it is not of worker oz gamzanon, we are a youth organi-
zation, young worker and student alike. This trifling over
words is of extreme importance. ' N
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V. Some Proposals

If one is convinced, to a certain extent with the theoretical
side to my argument, then how does the YSA implement this
idea?

We can start by preparing ourselves for work in the young
working class, keeping a watchful eye on recruitment, Some
of the ways we may be able to recruit some of these radicali-

~zing young proletarians are to do strike support work and in

the meantime taik politics with ‘younger strikers, sales of
our press at a plant where there has been a strike, 'etc.

Iam not calung for the YSA to center its activities on
the young working class, Our eyes should now look to the
students as our best recrultment ground. We should not,
howeves,. consider the student milieu the end-all and be-all
area of our work, We should consider it in the light of
present circumstances,

There is the case of the Detroit YSA, which out of 1ts _
approximately 30 members, has less than 10 comrades on the
Wayne State University fraction, This should be corrected.
We should build up those locals with little or no campus
base.

Obvrously I am not callmg for the YSA to withdraw its
forces from the campuses. 1am only calling for the YSA
to build up our young worker base as that milieu begins to
radicalize. Before this is posslble, we must cease to con51der
the YSA a Student _group (or trying to be s0.) We must con-~
sider it a revolutronary communist youth organization
aiming to build the revolutionary party, that is building the
worker's conquest of power -- the Socialist Workers Party.
We must consider our work as the building of working class
and student struggles, .
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WE ARE NOT SUFFERING FROM A HANGOVER

One of the gravest tests'o‘ a revolutionary organization is
its abrhty to shift gears and adjust to changes in the political
climate. One by one our opponents on the left are becoming
trapped in stagnant poo's left on the wayside ‘as'the: mainstream
of the radicalization shifts its form, None of these organl—
zations could find their way to the masses during the anti~
war movement, Noue of them were able to absorb the poli-
tical life of the masse$ into their blood. 1If they could not
locate the masses of American peo' ple when one million were
marching in the streets then how can’ they now hope to find
them when their polmcal movement has become a bit less
covert? :

The story of the YSA is the exact opposite. Through the
antiwar movement we cemented an infant bond between the
YSA and the radlcahzrng American youth. By means of this
bond we entered the mainstream of American political life
and we have proven since that we are here to stay. ‘It is pre-
cisely because we absorbed the antiwar movement into our
whole existence that we know where the masses are today,
that we are able to speak with them, organize and struggle
with them. Our transition in work -and organization f frorit the
antiwar movemeant to the present period, being done as
smoothly and professionally as it is, is hrstorrcally one of the
most exemplary actions. We, together with the Socialist =
Workers Party, have shown the way to constructmg a revolu-
tionary vehicle which can shift its gears and progress with the
masses over any and all political terram

While the YSA has made a smooth transition in its work,
it has not been problem-free. Adjustment to a new political
period must be measured not only in terms of the organization
as a whole but also in terms of the individual membership,
Certainly it is well understood throughout our ranks that
mass upsurges do not continue forever; that they run their
course and are followed by a period of decline in mass activ-
ity. But this understanding should not be translated into a
feeling that the period following the upsurge is cast in a nega-~
tive light, Individual comrades have sometimes drawn a
comparison between the antiwar movement and this period
and have viewed this period as an unfortunate stage through
which we must go. This is certainly understandable. The
massive mobilizations of May 1970 and April 24th cast large
and impressive shadows on their aftermath. But we, as
scientific socialists, must use the light of Marxist analysis to
illuminate the shadow and examine closely what goes on be-
neath it. We must cut through the comparison with the anti-
war movement and understand that this period is not merely
an "aftermath;" it is not a hangover produced by the heights
of the antiwar movément. It is, instead, a period of deci~
sive, literally decisive, developments in the political con-
sciousness and organization of the American people.

28

by Andy Farrand, Upper West Side, N. Y. local

* While Marxists have' atways understood that the best
schoot for the masses is in the-streét, we have never main-
tained that mass actions form the totality of the revolutionary
school for the WOrklng class and its allies. Just as hlstory
decrsrvely demonstrat ed the folly of spontaneity so too it has
shown that it is 1mpossrble for the masses while in action to
absorb all of the necessary lessons ‘posed by a pohtrcal move-
ment. The act1v1ty and speed of events during a mass upsurge
tend to accelerate past the accumulation of knowledge by the
masses. A great unevenness in development occurs between

the first hand experience of a mass upsurge and the depth in
_'_conscmusness of the masses,

This is most gra ph1ca11y seen
in the contrast between the strike ;ac,trvn:y of May 1970 and
the level of the students' understanding of their role and the
university's role in society and political rnovements. Cer-
tainly another example is that while mtlhons of Amerrcan
people dctrvelz opposed the brpartrsan Vletnam war, the
majority of these activists remain, chamed 1r1 the electoral
arena to the two war-making parties. )

It is th1s unevenness which to a great extent constrams a
certain mass movernem within pamcular boundanes and de-
termines just how far it will go. For the rad1cal1zat1on to
progress and launch new mass movements which drlve even
deeper into the heart of the capxtahst state it is necessary
for the masses to overcome the boundaries imposed by the’
unevenness, This can only be done by the masses sitting,
back, sifting through the experience of the movement, draw-
ing conclusions and absorbing them deep within their con-
sciousness. This is a crucial process; the foundation of the
radicalization is being extended and the basis for new mass
movements built, If the correct lessons are not absorbed the
radicalization will step out into a shaky foundation, always
in danger of being thrown back, Very simply, the degree of
accumulation of knowledge during such "study periods” will
determine the future of the radicalization and whether it is
strong enough to march into a revolution. Such is how Trot-
sky viewed like periods in the progression of events leading
to the Russian Revolution,

" The immediate causes of the events of a revolution
are changes in the state of mind of the conflicting classes,
The material relations of society merely define the
channel within which these processes take place, Changes
in the collective consciousness have naturally a semi-
concealed character, Only when they have attained a
certain degree of intensity do the new moods and ideas
break to the surface in the form of mass activities which
establish a new, although again very unstable, social
equilibrium. The development of a revolution lays
bare at each new stage the problem of power, but only
to disguise it again immediately afterward -~ until the



hour of a new exposure, "
lution; Vol. II; p. 243).

(History of the Russian Revo- .

Thus history and our analysis of it demonstrates that it is ‘
incorrect to view the present period as merely a quiet after-
math of the mass upsurges, The radicalization is not mark-
ing time; it is taking very careful but crucial steps forward.
And such.a development deserves, requires, our talents and
energy as much as the antiwar movement, - ...

oyt .

_This learning process, however, -is not guaranteed. -Blind

or s1ghted fate will not insure that. the masses become armed
with the correct ideas durmg this penod As such the role of
the paity and the YSA {s 1nd15pens1b1e. We are the only ones
who are capable of providing the masses with the answers
they are aeeklng "The degree to which we are able to reach
the American workmg class with our analysis a and proposals
will be d1rectly responsible for the degree to which this period
is successful in strengthening the radicalization. Every parti-
cle of educanon, agitation, and orgamzatlon which we do
during this period will extend the boundaues»of the next mas:
explosmn just that muc‘x further ' :

fraa . Vi ey
“

We 1ntervened in the antxwar movement w1th the entue
guts of our organization because we understood the 1mportance
tho.se mass mobilizations played in the schema of the world
radtcahzatmn Our orientation has been and should’ contmue
to be no less aggresswe in the undertakmg of the tasks pre-
sented by this perlod Our ‘entire cadres should becorne
sharpened as professmnal propagandlsts of the socialist pro- ‘
gram just as our éntire cadres became professmnal’ly skilled
as activists in the ant1war movesment. Active sales and cam-
paigning are by necessity the central’ trademarks of a Bolshe-
vik doing his or her wotk in this period. 'If there ‘is correct
cornpanson to be drawn between the antiwar moveimeént and
the present period, it is this. The fxgures which tell the story
of our v1ctor10us sales drive and tremendously successful - elec-
tion campaigns are every bit as important historical landmarks
in the march to the third Afmerican revolution as the flgures
which tell the atO[y of May LWO or Apm 24th Y

There is yet another aspect which needs 16 be spoken of
in order to present an adequate p1cture of this period. "When
the masses are sifting’ ‘through the lessons of a pohtlcal move-
ment they do not study in a library, Their education occurs
in the midst of the political mainstream. Impression and
insights gained from past political movement are constantly
being refined by their collision with the great and small
events of the present day. As the dlsnllanon process con- -
tmuea, the masses constantly take their conscmusness into’
forays agamst the cap1tahst class, testmg -it, eqmppmg and

29

strengthening themselves, Through the numerous small and
localized actions the masses extract and absorb the deepest

~Tessons, ‘step up their organization and train leading activists

for the next major mobilizations, This is one of the very
crucial aspects of struggles like the construction workers'
fight at CCNY, the Boston busing struggle Or campaigns
against cop terror. Through our intervention in these "back-
yard" struggles we are able to directly influence literally
thousands of potential leading activists in tie coming mass -
explosions. This is a tremnendops advantage which we, as
Trotskyists; and-the working class as a whole now possess,..
Such,an advantage, produced by our intervention in the anti-
war movemen-, was not present prior to.the mobilizations
of the *60s,

‘There is no better way to express the tasksof this period
than the:theme of the Oberlin conference, "educate, -agitate
and organize.” -We need to continue to professionalize our
propaganda offensive from our national appargtus to each:
individual comrade's parucupatlon We must insure that
every inch of fertile ground in the American proletariat is
sown, with, the seeds of our ideas, -Our talents. must. be ener«:
gencally applied and sharpened at every outbreak of the-
class struggle with:a-determination to push the struggle for-
ward and deepen»r.heir :imp:&,ctf on the participants,

There is no better way t express the optumsm thls penod
deserves than to say that Rever before have revolutionary -
socialist idgas mace so much sense to so many people....This
is not an unfortunate period, an aftermath, which we must
wade through until the real business of revolutionaries begins.
In fact it ds-a fortunate: period, very.fortunate; We are for-
tunate that the radicalization is masching. forward that the =
masses are strong enough to produce a period in which they
can s carefully equip themselves. _Our comrades.in Chile. -
have not been so fortunate; .. = .

As activists-instead of windbags there is no doubt -that "
nothing could move YSAers more than the sight.of millions.
in the:streets in:independent-action against the capitalist
state. , But as consciogs Marxists instead of romanticswe:
must -also,realize that:the masses take some of their most -
crucial steps forward in bland and .almost-silent ways;" The
Amerjcan working:class' is now. presented with the opportunity
to make giant strides toward becoming ‘in.terms of ideas and:
organization the most heavily armed working class in history,
That is precisely why revolutionaries showild: ernbrace this
period and not wish it awady, I B i
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o W@sm OF THE YOUNG SOCIALIST -

T T L E N S S-SR .by Sfeve Mlllen, Bloommgton local

The Y ~ng Socialist newspape* has shown aurmerous

liritation$'in-its usefuln€ss'o the building of the ‘YSA: I

-, feel-that comrades tend to overestimzte its quahty, “and”
that'many of theéir arguments in deéfense of the YS: beside
beifig poor, ‘ often imply that the ro‘e of the: YS is® nezther :
well defined nor wéll thought out, DR S
A common argumcit used in defense of the Y8, is,
“It't-our- newspaper, it emphasizes the YSA and its acviv-
jties,. eic., ete," Actually,every YSAer I talk ro%in."" :
Btoomington and most 'of those elsewhere seem to relgon’
and-identify with The Militant far more than the YS." ‘This
is no imere aside, for the Young: Socialist in actuality offers
very litrle which cannot be found in'considerably better:

form in The Militanr, The problem is that the newspapers =

format works quite poorly for'a monthly perfodieal, /'@ =

espetially.when there is'a'weekly periodical; twi€e ith size,

covering basically the same. topies and everts with much"
greater currency and detail, When one looks through mo:t
‘mew-1ssues of the YS you get'a swong sense of de ja vu,”

mostly because you've read:ahout most of the thiags <*v -

weittencabout in’ the YS in-an‘issue of The Mlhtant two ‘Or
.—“—
thfeeweeks ago: S e
SR GO ngy ey

-+ Fhav-the YS often covers much of the same grormd as

[RRET a‘("

The Militant - but‘is written fotl and “aiitied at an autlienée on’

a lower political 1evel than The Militant seems to be -
generally accepted throughout the YSA,

that ef The Militant, that the YS is for introducing our
ideas.to people new to them: "As a result,’ these comrades

cantiflue, the:'Y$ iseasier to sgll and serves as an’excellent -

recruitmment tool. 'But,:to the ¢ontrary, ;not.only cén the -
same be:said about-The Militant (it's-good for introducing -
peoplesto.our:ideas; . is easy to sell, i8'a good recruitment -
teol); but these assets appear to be e€xaggerated oyt of . -
spropoction, - Just from the Michigan+ lndiana region, for. +~
éxample, I have moticed that the:loeals with exemplary
XS sales have had poor-recruitmént.records, white ..
Bloomington,. with’ies:abysmal ¥ 8 sales has had. anexem~"
plary recruitment record (11 since Oberliny'and none'of it -
in any way from sales of the YS. Granted, the other locals
have "exceptional circumstances" but I think it should be
pointed out that the YS is only one of several recruitment
tools the YSA has and its real record has been mixed.

- Comrades justify - -
this on the grounds that the role of the'YS is differént from
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.While reporting on the burning issues of the day, the YS

[N ’l-" . . . 3D !

Deliberately geating the Young Socialist to 4 lower
political level than The Militant is a mistake, Our pressis’
supposed to be a C‘)llecuve educator, organizer and agitator

“but I'm ‘a¥did thiat ‘current YS policy tends to muté itsrole

as Orgamzel and educator ‘and consequently blunts its role

as ag),tator True, we .,ho.ll;d always gear our press and

'provaganda with the pﬂu ;cal novice in mind but in the case,

of the YS we 100 often use this as an excuse to subsutute B
sIoppy and ﬂmphstlc formulanona for the type of analysrs
and argumentauon needed to wm peo,ple to our. 1deas '

Another problem, ) problem largely arlsmgout of the )
oung Soc;1alrst s monthly schedule and 16- page format is
that the aver average issue is mostly fllled w1th short. 6/4 o
3/4 page) articles eoncerning various pohncal issues, glvmg‘

the YS the appearance of being a capsuhzed version of .

_ T‘le Mrlrtag& While size inevitably poses many ¢ of these .

drlemmas Ithmk that the Y8 should remain as a nethaper’
but get away from most of thrs problem I(hmk it woulg . ,
be . a great step forward 1f the Young Socialist were to be-

come "Imore, hke "‘he Ml‘ltant" in terms of tone and rhe'-
oric whlle “less llke The Mrhtant" in_matters of content,

types of arncles. tomcs and tl;ernes
and depth, they should consutute a basic, core of the

Young Socialist Socmb.st although not its entu'ety The February,r
1974, and to a lesser extent, July-August, 1974, isses

are, concrete examples of what I'd. like to see more of. .
should try not to cover as many drfferent topics as it can ‘
stuff into one paper, but focus in and h1gh11ght on issues , ..
from a drffereut angle, in a way that they ptovxde some-
thing you can't get in The Militant." Examples of what the
YS needs as the rule rather than the exception is the
Septembec article on the Supreme court ruling on busing,
the October issue's, centexfold on the student movement:
today and Cannon's amcte on the 51gn1f1cance of the
October revolution. :

Fmaﬂy, the criticisms and recommendanons Lzaise here
is only a small part of a wrder and broader d1scuss1on
necessary to adopt or reject any changes in the Your_lg
Socialist. What is really needed isto have a questionnaire
on the Yoang Socjalist given out at the convemlon similar
to the one on The Militant we received at Oberlin.
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