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THE PARTY SHOULD WORX IN AWERICAK MASS ORGAMIZAT TONS

By William Barton (Vew Y4rk

" e N

Thi{s latest addi tion to the collection of "what-is-to-be-donets"
of the Workers Party is in conplete agreement with the proposal %o
drop the Yparty" title and encourage a more rcalistic expectation
of the rew organizationt!s role, It finds essential agreement with
most of the thus-far-seen discussion material on o“gaqi ation,
with the clear exception of the article by Irving Swanson vhich
souzht a reinvigoration of the campaign party ides, al"hou:Jh there
were some valuable specific suggestions here too. The stafbing
point for any organizational proposals must be that the body now
knowm as tre Vorkers Party is not and wvill not in the near future
be a party; 1t is, end will remein for the immediate period, a
center for politically advanced individuzls painstekingly striving
to -garner support from interested elements of the population for
"a revolut ionary democratic socialist answer,

The crux of all hopes is the belief in that answer by the or-
‘ganization'!s cadre, That is the paramount need whatever the organw
ization form or type of activity. Without it there can be no
membership morele and the ability to convince and influence others,
That i1s the broad basic polltn.cal cdusstion, to which the writer
hepes to devote a subsequent Gis cussion,

-¥That follows is en a"temnted guide to the me thods for making
that accepted program more meanln:rful to members and sympathizers
and more capable of any immediate realluation in the actual existent
political world., Its adopticn might act as an a“ditional spur to
the increesed confidence in the polltlcan line adopted mostly
“through historical examination and the oretical analysis. It is
hardly a cure-all for present ills, but is a conceivarle suppres-
sive therapy to malke those ills less virulent today and provide for
a more rapid and complete recovery tomorrow,

The last Active Workers Conference attempted the first offici-
al breakx with the standard organizational operating procedure of
the Y/orkers Party, ard the Trotskyist movement iﬂ. America gencrally,
by calling for an all-out drive to get into mass orgzanizations.
Since tren little of that stated aoproacb has boen rockllmd,
with the exception of work in .the American Veterans Cormiittee, begun
well before the Conference. Necessarily, directives were nct too
detailed, end the difficulty of breaking from old attitudes and old
habits prevented enything Lut mild isolated successes in the mass
organization orlentatlon. : .

The Americen Trotskvist movemént worked for tan years to build
np a political cadre from advanced socizlist polltlcoe ilhen that
was judged achieved with the orgaaization of the SUP, the next
planned step was.out into. the mass arena with the “”“"peuf’l"(‘ of
bocoming a sigrificant party of the American worlting cless in a
r’aasonaoly ;forebeoﬁble time The transiti onal program vas to be
the programmatic or.l.dn'e, tlm trade Uinjons the Oltrc‘.l'lmatloll‘ll VO~
hicle of operation, In the split that created the ilorkers Party,
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the rev organization was even more determined, and hopeful, of es-
tablishing itself as a noticeable force, the slcman of the ‘cam-
paign party" visuclized a group vhose open ard declared activity
would provide a direct attraction ior leftweard moving riasses,

Actually, the var inServened before this idea could be seri-
~ously prut into practice. Instead, the party nerbers not in service :
‘pecame rocted in trade unions. The existerce of this home for agi- C
tation on very immediate political que sticns rave the entire party
an elan and purposefulress in a period vhen rany othars had suce= e
cumbed tc political discouragenent (mogt moticeanle In the pre- :
Pearl Harbor cays and the first year after the: U. £. entrance into o i
the war). There may have been external “¥easons "for thils psychology . e
among comrades in industry, 1l.e., the -prevalence of working clas=s ’
militancy even in war time, but much of it was ‘due to the acdition-
al spark, transmitted to people outside industry, that came from
tte concrete connection with an organizatioml excuse for existence,

Since the war, for vhatever reasons, fewer people are in shops,

Those working in industry have bast maintalred their moralz, vhat-
ever ths specific conditions of their unions. 1lost of the rest

ave geunerslly rootless., Attemnpts have been made, perticularly in
Jew York, t0 have the party 1ltself assume a cawpalgn role = to carry
an Shs Sype of- work which only mass organizations are capable of
achioviag.  Such ventures can be successful only in spe cial circum-
stancss, or can achieve the desired end when publicity is the only
objective (demenstrations before consulates and Irgun meetings)e.

The work in AVC has been the only extensive extra-unlion mass
work, and here a smaller group has been involved than is available,
Yet, despite the failure of the party to utilize AVC as a medium
for rccruitment, despite the recent unfortunate history of AVC,
those actively engaged in veterans work have a far greater sense
of purposefulness than most of fthose vho are nowhere,

The contending psychology that has made mass organization
oriensation. difficult to acniecve has been a direct result of the
party's history and its motivating perspective. The party ’as
usua 11y the exclusive vehicle of political edwation. Influence .
was t0 come from the spread of the party press, speaking to ine -
dividuals (vherever found), or the party'!s ‘ovm campaizns. Only !
the trade unions were deserving of immrsion of pavty membors &s i
organization buildsrs. The symbol of the program was the party; '¢
the job was to recrult individuals . ‘“hatever famal notions to oo
aiter that ideology may leve been adopted, the widespread psyciology
nas not changed, except for the idea of becoming an organizational
force in the hoped-far labor party.

Somethinz has been ignored relevant to the American social
structure, with its nstwork of clubs, leagues, societies, l'nile
she percentapge of the population in such bodies can be eraz:croted,
. ¢y form the necessary nucleus for any widespread activity in any
s;h.erc, particularly in politics, The Active Vorkers Confeoiencee
seuttled the European-bred tradition by advocating their utilica- ¥
tion on as wide a scale as possible, It wisely left the spacillic

(v}
selection up to branches., But the sifgnificance, or possible sizni- ;
f change in orientation d4id not penetrate, The few -

-

icance, o that
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successful anpliﬂations,are glarinv and. edifying exceptions,

‘The experience of one branch, that atteupted to investicate
places for mass work but still thought along traditionzl lines, is
very illustrative. A research covmilttee was set-up, A couple of
inter-racial organizations were selected as irmmediate possibilities.
But these were soon rejected when the branch learned that the
units of these organizatiocms did not meet very frecuently and that
the membership ¢id not look like prospective "contacts." The guid-
ing ncticn was still the old line idea of seeking out individuaals
to vhom one could talk “politics" - a hoped-for result of mass or-
ganization work, hut not ean immediate necessity.

Ancther failing of the comron mass organization anproach is
the acceptance of the inevitable schema according to which one
first becumes 2 real activist (or stays cut), eand then has enough

~prestige to present his political line, which he mus%t do at the
slightest opening, First of all, though an active member is better
. than an 1nact1ve one, -the latter is better than none It is in-
correct to balieve tlat he vho does not cdevote much tlme to the
organization automatically becomes a pariah and must not open his
mouth., Secondly, the presentation of - a political line need noct
be plahned vith the p“ohre031on of a xilitary campaign. e line
will show itself as issues arise over a perlod of tiwme, perhaps
long. 1t need not be forced:f @ fear one is not dlstlnguisaing
oneself from political rivals, ‘ '

Every member should get intc one or more mass organizations -
‘that 1s a truism worth repsatinz. The only possible excuse, hardly
ever given, 1is financial, Time 1s no drawback. liembers of AVC
reed not go to more than one meeting <in twe months and still exer-
cise sore influence and meet some pecple other than his usual ac-
quaintances, He night not be atle to convince them of the theory
of permanent revolution, but he might get them to support a labor
party, or participate in a housing conference with a particular
program to present, or help organize an anti-Fascist demonstration,
The ovolitical lsssons will flow from the life of the organication,
Confidens and urderstanding revolutiomry socialists need not worry
about their abllity to further that education., But, the mirage of
results in two days must be out of everyone's consciousness,

The nroblem of arranging time schedlles is a,matter of detail.
Forever, one suzsested substitition-is the use of nichts usually
devoted to routine activities li%te resular Labor Action sales in
front of trade union mecetings for mass organization particivation’
gdhenever possible, Such rout inc work is fruitful to neithcr the
varty nor the individual; it is a carry-over from the idea of the
party as thke mass organization, :

The American "joining" habit is vaiting to be tapped., Natural-
ly, the Workers Party cannot ermect to utilize mass organizations
in anything resembling the frequent scale of tle Communlat Pwrty.ﬂ
it it can contribute to the ovarcoming of the rootlezsness of so
many merbers and sympathizers., A% present, specific assigmmuoents,
except for veterans, have to be vorked out on the spot, In any’
~asey, little of any meaningful activity is likely to osuf fer as a

=Y . "
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PRE-CONVEN TION D ISCUSSION
By J. Sifakis (Pittsburgh)

I congratulate the Political Committee of the Vorkers Party
for its correct analysis and theoretical Marxist understanding
of the international situation in these critical hours through
which the socialist movement is passing. The resolution on the
International situstion will remain one of the best documents the
socialist movement has produced since the degeneration of the Se-
cond International in 1914 when Lenin made it his prime task to re=-
assemble the scattered forces of revolutionary Marxism,

.Credit also goes to the Political Committee fa its position
advising a protest vote for any of the three socialist candidates
for president. This gives us a clear idea of the 'socialist and
class=conscious votes cast in the last election. The official
tabulation shows over 173,000 votes. Without fear of mistake, we
can say, through experlence with those who count the ballots, that
this flgure was probably higher.

_ A correct amalysis of tle results of the .election will show

that all the votes were not only-:against American cepitalism but
also opposed to Russian collectivism, This represents the Third
Camp -~- enough forces to build a revolutionary socialist party,
Half of the votes fa Thomas and Teichert belong to our party. ,
Ninety percent of Dobbs! voters, when they discover that the SWP
supports Russian imperialism and is in reallty the le ft-wing of
Stalinism, would also turn to us,

To wait for them to come to us, however, would be criminal,
We must go to them., But how? By changing the name of our party?
.While there may be some advantages in a change in name, the mere
changing of our shirt will not bring us any nearer to our objec-
tives. By building a labor party? We would be swallowed up in it,
Upon our political and organizational independence in America de=-
pends the reconstruction of the revolutionary socialist movement
throughout the world as tle resolution on the world situation shows.

The Workers Party is the beacon 11ght of the international
labor movement . Let's keep it 1lit, Our party, an insignificant
sect, has the best theoretically trained cadres that I have come
in nontact with in thirty years of revolutionary activity in various
parties and groups. Our theories can be applied in the everyday
struggle of the werking class as demonstrated in different parts
of the country. To make our theories workable, every member of our
party must become an activist, .

There are numerous activities that the party might now enter
or, vhere it already is, engage in more vigorously. “Bome suzfcsSe—
tions:

| 1, The Political Committee should contact all the various
groupings- and smll parties (such as the Proletarian Party) exist-

?”‘Alng in the country in order to establish comradely discussions for

'm.qo



-5~
the purpose of bulldlng a party based on larxist principles,

2, Every member in a peosition %o join 3 trade union nust par-
ticipate act...vely in all union affeairs, :

3. dJoin all social and cooperative societies,
%, Join and build educational clubs in colleges.,

5. Build nnlf*hborbood claos to figt high prices, etc,
Later these clubs can form centers to vhich to rally tle rorkers
during the depression.

6. Above all, male LAB(E ACTION a workers! paper, noL,, as 1t
is today, a paper foa thke worksrs,

Every branch should elect one member to swmit copy to LABOR
ACTIOil at least once every tvo weeks, The activities of each
branch should be nubllshed fr*om time to time in LABQR ACTION., The
Aartm}es in the paper nust be shortened and their literary standards
reduced,” A worzer after a hard day in the shop has neither the de-
sire nor the ability to read long involved articles. He will
glance at the headlines and lay the paper aside.

Above 2ll, tle lanpuaaa of the raver must be reduced to the
level of the undnvstandlnv of workers, Su“vevs show the ave;ﬂge
American c cupletes 8o4 school yeacrs, For ﬂ'ers alone the figure
would be lower, The Reader's Digest and si u.lar magazinegs slant
their material towards that standard. If anything, LA3OR ACTIOH!
standards should be a great deal lower, .
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AVENDMENT TO RES CLUTION ON TNTERNAT IONAL
= STrUITION

By L. Shields (Chicago)

. - For paragraphs 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14, substitute the follow-
ngs - . -

¥fhat 1is noteworthy, from the point of view of the Marxist
prognosis 1is that this change has been accomplished without a so-
cialist revolution and not under the leadership of the working
class in these colonies. This is a repetition of tle experience
of the nationalist movements after the first world war, and cone-
firms ‘as sharply as possible Lenin's theoretical view that working-
class leadership is not a necessity fa the accomplishment of '
the liberation of oppressed nations., The chief factors in the
new wave of successful struggles for indepencence are fundanental-
1y the same as those after ‘orld Yar I: the rise of national con-
sciousness on the part of peoples previously dormant, snd a decline
in the fortunes of individuel imperialist natioms.. These two fac-
tors have been present In various comhinations in the liberated.
 countries: in India and Burma both elements pleyed an equally
 important role; in Israel, the high pitch of national conscious-

ness proved sufficient; in Syria and Lebanon, the victory of
British over French imperialism resulted 1ln independence for these
two countries. If Indonesia and Indo-China should prove victorious,
still another factor, Stalinism, may prove it self capable of lesad-
ing the masses in a successful struggle against their old foreign
‘mastersy

‘The primary object of the struggle for independence 1s today,
as befare, the achievement of political 1iberty. This is not to
" be confused with economic independence, vkich is both reacticnary
and impossible. The people fight to remove themselves from the
category of instruments of the purposes of others to humah beings
with wills of their owm. This mecans, above all, a defence of thelr
own language and culture, -and of their social status in relation
to the other peoples of the world. It is for tihris reason that
they are willing, if necessary, to undergo a reduced material
standard of living, to gain their om statehcod.

~ Even from an economic point of view, political independence
48 now more important than ever fa  the colonial peoples, For
this grants them the opportunity of developing the ir resources
for their own advantage, rather than to satisfy.the rapacity of a
declining imperialism. This economic development in turn glives
them a greater political stetus among the otter nations, It also
gives the people the possibility, through class struggle, of bene-
fitting from the economic situation of the country to a far great-
er extent than would have been pos sible under foreign donmination,

~ Although Russia gnd the United States are the two most powver-
ful imperialisms in the post-war world, it is easy, e¢specially in
the cese of the United States, to exaggerate this domination, " Only
within the past month the following events hsve shown how far U,3.
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economic superiority is from translation into ‘political domination:
1) the victory of france on the question of the Ruhr; 2) the in-
vasion of Indonesia by the Dutch; and 3) Britain's threat to in-
vade Israel. Altcogether the view that there are only two independ-
ent countries in the world is so gross an exaggeration as to amount
to a falsehood, . .

o Paragraph 17: in the last sentence, replace the comma with a
period end omit the last clause beginning with "but." . '

# # #

2213



-8

i " ORGANIZING THE UNEXPLOYED
By Robert Frost (San Francisco)

.. ~ PN
,.‘_

Today there exists an ever-rroying sectar of the Anerican
working class that is most amenable to the program of the ‘orkers
Party - the unemployed. Propagation of sccielist idess could find
no more fertile field, providing proper channels (semantics, etc.)
are dug,with which cur ideas and immediate demards can be funnel-
ed with the least possible resistance, A visit to any State Employ-
ment Office reveals workers vwho have been deprived of their jobs
are disgruntled, are sharply avare of the shortcomings of the eco-
nomic system and their trade unions, and are looking for .answvers.
Ye must be prepared to give the answers.

: Incessantly we arc informed by the press pimps that & reces-
sion is on the economic horizon, Industrial production of consumer
goods has caught up with effective demand; army enlistments are
- 80 high that the draft is tenporarily unnecessarg Hational econonmy
threatened by frequent recurrence of 'soft spots that forbhode an
_fmminent collapse of-the entire economy s+ructure. As socisalists

we must prepare today to take fullest advantage of such a crisis,
- Immediately we must formulate &' plan far dT&Wlng the discentented
unemployed to our perty. .

Comrades who have vorked in this field in the '30s should
wrilte-up thelr experiences in the unemployed movement ard nlay a
~dominant role in fornulatinb plans and directing practical wrork in

this fleld.

A considerable”segment of the unemployed consists of young
veterans, a most desirahle type for the movement. Vith listle
skill or seniority they are promptly hit by a decline in business
activity. The consciousness of this group must be focused on the
most "militant face” of the Yorkers Party. Our boldness and deter-

wination of purpose will attract them to us_enabling us 0 sivnhon
off the best elements for the 'orkers Party. Eezceit strikes in
California oil fields revealec that young vets were the most mili-
~tant fighters against scabs and cops. -

A need exists for inmediate action in organizing the unemployed.

We have the resources to get the 1l rolling. The Stalinists
and the burcaucrats of the trade unions shoulg not have the a11egi-
ance of the unemployed by farfeit,..Entrance into our ranks of

fresh victims of the canx;alist;c class would silence the viails of

the “hard-wringers" and instill a real militancy into our party
The dawn of a capitelistic crisis in the United States riust flnu
the Vlorkers Party with solidified positvions ready to take Iinmediate
advantage of an eneny torn by insernal cowvulslons.
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THE IMPERIALIST STRUGGLE FOR "/ORLD DO™IHICH

) ' : " By E.R., McKinney

- - - T Lew

For the third time in less than four:dccades the imperiallst
nations prepare for world imperialist war, Bascd on thc present
conflicts ond sntagonisms it is highly probsblc that a sinzle genera-
tion of monkind will witness thrce world imperi-list wars in its own
1ifc timc, All thc notlions prepare for the Third Impcrinlist “orld
“7ap, 2Each in Its own way and with its own impcrialist alms in view,
Thcy preparc for enother world wer, these exgolters and .onprissors of
the pcoplc, with +he seme self-rightcousness with the 1dentical plou:
protestations of innocence and guiltlcssness with which they dragged
the pcoples iInto the first end sccond world slaughtcrs, Zach sida
proclnimed that it hed been attacked, that it wed only cefending it-
.self from snnihilnatlion, Each sidc was nlways savinm civilizstion fre
barbarism nnd from "the aggressor," In the nome of Ygood will -towar<
men," and "peacé on earth," the pricsts of ecech slde called on-his
natlon's god to bless the natlonal crmies snd to smite the armics of
the othor aide. Eech side poscd as the §avior of civilization, of th
home; cs the defendcr of Christisn idcals and the champlon of dcmocra
and of frecdom, ' - - - '

Twice during this century the people of the world have been
beguilcd into lending an ear to %trls propaganda and to. ziving thcir
support to thelr impcrlislist bctr-yers and troducers, It is the grers
bourgcols-democratic nations of the .est which have bcen the loudest,
up to noi, in proclalming thelr democratic virginity nnd thclr rendl-
ness alwevs t6 comc tor the dcfensc of smzll nations and to beecome tho
hcpald of = better day; ~fter the war 1s won., Thls has bien the casc
in two world wars whaerc the nationsl line-up coch time was nbout the .
same.. . Englend after tenturles of plracy, dbri gondege _and opprcssion
beceme the dcfendér of the weak 2gcinst the strong, France with her
strangle-hold on millions of exploited victims In Africo and the Nesn:
BEast. Little Belgium with her blnci Congo n~nd countless sfumps wherc
honds uscd to be, The hrinds were gonc becsusc they had not gnthered”
enough rubber forr the Belplum ro®bers, Also the Unitcd Statces, holic
of all the nrtions., This country cen slways proclaim 1ts untnrnishec
purity. ‘e wont no territory; we thank our CGod that we ore not like
other mcn, ‘e mcrely ship our billions to otrer. lnonds -nd lct the
exploitera, there trke our intcrest out of the hides and cnrensscs of
thelir victims, L : -

Germsny wos the culprit in the first two Imperi-lict “orld ''ars,
But Germany will ngt play her former role in the cominz conflict,
Germany hrs bcen madc “safe for democracy,” The Goerann pwoplc are
impoverished, noked and sunsry, Thoir country has boun dischulved,
dcnudcd and occupicd.  Germony hns jolned the Socicty of tihc Duuocrat
Mations of the wost.  The culprit now is Russiaf It Is St-linist
Russin which will be the Mapggrezsor™ in the comiug impurialist tlood-
Icttine, I+ is the former nlly of the'US which 1s now Tthpe-honing
the pecoacs of the vorld " : : : :

The combrtt-nts chonge but the pattcrn of Impcrlinlism remains bk
'samc, "Russir ~nd thc United Strtes stnnd fnge: +o--frce in full ~rmour
thcse two former nllics in the last ordenl:to save the world for

democracy : . _ . -
e T



~ he prcsent époch; the epoch of the finel desperate struggle
of the impcrialist nnatlons for world dominion h-s its roots in the
10th century, the century of imperinlist brigendnge nnd cxponsion,
First the prabbing of terrltory, the carving out of thc vast imp-
-~ erielist cmplres, then the plundcring of the stolen countrles; the
robbing, exploiting ~nd butchering of the inhabltants, All of this
in the nrmc of corrylng “the whitc ments burden", of civillz-tion,
of the brotherhsod of men, ’ ’

, A%t thc turn of the century thc United St~tcs beenmec ~n actor

in the impcrlalist trogedy., How begins the dav of "doll~r diplom~cy"
and n dctormined cffort to schicve our "Manifest Destiny",” This
Mpanifest Destiny” has always been » desire, plan, scheme to nchicve
2 "plncc in the sun," to extend thc influcnce of the US beyond the

. nntionr~l bounderics; out into thc Pacific, throuchout South Amcrice.
There wos ~ chafing ~+ the bit becnuse of British domin~nce; finson-
cisl ~nd maritime, Due to 1its Immocnse size, populntlon, n~turnl
resources, accumulrted wealth and productlve capnclity the United
Stntes did aot follow the Zuropcan pattern of thc asclzurc of terr-
ftorics, therby gilving risc to the fictlon thot TAmerica 1s not an

" fmpcriolist nation," Furthcrmorc the US had 1ts Monroc Docirine
~which gnve this country full hegomony in the westirn hemisphcere,
Lastly there were the milllons of the native populntion to be cx=~

. fgoited by the copltalist rullng clnss, Thereforc the US did not
beeome involved in the imperializt chicnneries peculi-~r to the
Europcan nations. This country wns satisffed to cnter the world

" markct with 1t co%ton, wheot, lumber, mcat 2nd monufecturcd article
Ppe great boast was our omminl favorsble balnnce of trade, Thc
whole world bought from us -nd we slurys.sold more thon we bought,
and nbove nll 1t wns the boast of our statesmen thot we followed the
advicc of the founders of our Republic, we had not suffered our-
sclves to be drawn into nny "eéntangling nlllqnces” with forcign
natiosns. The US exlsted in "splendid isolatlon,"therc werc thou-
srnds of miles of ocernn betwecn us and the troublc spots of the
world, A1l thet wos ncedful for the US ncsording to c-ndidatces for
office, collegc-presidents ~nd "public spirited busgincssmen’ wns to-
continue to go on "in the wny wc heve been golng) thot 1s scll more
‘to the rest of the world than we bought from thom, nccumul-te the
world's supply of gold. opcn up cvery country in the worldé ko
American commerce and for the export of Americnn copit-l. This wns
not impcrislism nccording to thc proponents of thc "Lfmcric-n wny of
1ife." Zngl md, France, Bolgium, Germeny ~nd Follrnd werc lmpcrial-
{st nations bccnuse they owncd ~nd controlled vast coloni~l cmpircs,
It wes our business to contlnue this course md 1lct Burope fizht its
wars. Thcy wcre nonc of our business,

Burope did go on with lts wars nnd conflicts; its uphcov-ls,.
revolutions ~nd countecr-revolutions; with its pcronninl b~l7ncc of
_ powcr conlitions, with its partitioning of 01d nntions ~nd thc
crention of ncw nnotions, The division of =~né rcdivision of thc
world betwaen bngl-nd, Fronce, Germany, Bolgium ~mé ‘loll~nd ncver
censed, This wes the rcal "concert® of ‘jestern Zvropc, This
penceful -nd profitable b-nditry Ly western buropc wis only upsct
by the risc of crpitrlist Jopon ~nd 1ts bid for Asli~tic hogimony,
and by thc emcrging rivelry bcetwcen Cermany ~nd Lngland,

A1l of this impcriklist conqucst ond grabbing rcsultced in the
robbing, cnslaving, cxploiting ~nd killing of hundrcdr- of millions
of human hcings. Englend, Francc, Germony, Beldum and Holland with
eross ~nd sword carricd "cilvilization" to 2sta ~nd Afpicoa, In ~ll
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thesc Impcriallst forays, in all thelr coloninl wars, in all thecir
" police esctions” against helpless and defenseless humon beings, ~
the Impericlist netions were isying the foundntlions of the present.
It i1s not for from the rape of iAfrica ~nd the plundering of Lsja to
the shambles and devnstation of the burope of today., First the
imperizlist overlords devour ths weck, Then when there are no more
week, or when €ach of them hes sorged himself with the weak; they
then begin to feed on e€ach other, First conquer and subdue, Then
divide and Pedivide. Then the strong linc up asgainst the strong.

The United States was drown Into this imperialist net, Tow coul
the moncy lecnder remain isolotcd? How ctould the rightcous flnancier
and the pious storekceper of the world kecp aloof? ‘iherc the in-
vestments nnd the markets are there is the fatherland, .If thérc was
any doubt 2bout this in the mind of anvdéne in the US the doudbt was
cleared up ot le-st In peort by the narticipntion of the US in +he
First '/orld Impcrinlist ‘War and thc world lendership role nssumed’
bv thie country following that wor, The Americon Drecsm” wrs shanf-
tercd, Bourgeols economics, which Is %eken seriously bv the caplit-
allst rulirg clnss, trlumphed over bourgeols cthigs ~nd Memorial
:Day orctions, These ore for the mnsscs, ZEventunlly every nntion,
grent and smell wes drawn into the dirt, grime nnd blosd of crpital~
1st development and Imperinlisht intrigue; the US no lcss +h-n Bri-
taln, CGcrmeny or Jepan, ‘Wworld capltr-lism recognlzcd no nationel
~boundnr%cs, no "supcrior reccs," no "law of nrtions," ~nd no “rights
of men," '

The process of divide snd redivide could not £o on forcver., The
earth 1s only so blg, Human endrur-~c¢ hes physicnl limit-~tions.
Therc orc only so mony coloninl slaves to be exploitcd ~nd robbéd,
The notlon »f one dominnnt imperinlist power had to emcrge, “ith
the birth of this lden the scramble would begln ~ll over agrnin; "on
a nigher plene," Science and technology could be c¢alled on to «1d
enach rivel Impericlism in its bid for world dominion. It is no
longer the priest rnd the preachcr who ~rc the most effoctive
edjunste to imperinlist bandltry but the scientist nnd the engineer,

The first cffective applicntion of the concept of world deminion
by n single nntion, thot is by » single nntionnl bourgenisic, wrs
the case of Germnn fescism ~nd Adolph Hitler, Thc "Saudust Jnesar®
in Rome dre~med of » rcvived 'grandcur that wns Rome,” but he weos
never tnkon seriously outside of his own houschold, ‘iith Germony
it was Cdifferent, Germany, +the loscr in the Fipst orld Imporiclist
“lar, stripped of hcr colonles, buricd in worthless m~rks, hcr
commercc ¢riven from the sens, mortgnged to Wnll Strcct; hommed in
by the nntlons on the "Jcst nnd St~linist Russin on *hc¢ East, The
wny out cccording to the Nazl politicions wns not the Loimer wny or
the Yoscow wey, Both of thesc: "Democracy” and "Bolchcvizm? hnd
failed, :

It weos out of the fermentrtion of the imperinlist nottion of
world dominion *hrt the Second Jorld Impcri-list 'i»r -rosc, Thc ~.
caritolist collepse of 1929 the deende-long stegn~tion of procuvetio:
the reztlessnese of the tollers of the world, including thc coloninl
pcoples, the ste-dr trek of the Amcricen doller into cvirr nook -~nd
crenny of the world, thc controction of the world mnrkct; dia not
offer o woy out for ~1l1 the impuri-list powers, Somc onc n~tionrl
bourgcolisic hrd to nssume the rosronsibility for c¢st~blishing ‘order
ot only "ordcr™ among the toilcrs, -mong tho pcoplc, but in thepan
of thc bourguois themsclves, To bring "order" in thc orld =c-nt to
m~ke¢ the world safc for n sick -nd ciling cnapitalism rond for -t
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least onc dominmt imperinlism, I not one domin~nt cnpltnlist
nrtion, then ~t lcnst one domin-nt in the ‘iest ~nd one in the Enst;
or somc gther ‘couitnble" ~nd "rengonncble " nrrangement whiczh would
‘prolong the 1ifc of world copiltalism, ' .

Those who do not understand this ~nd who contlinuc to tnlk
innoccrntly or glibly ~bout "aggrcssors," "devscracy versis totali~
tarieonism® ond “"Christinnity versus nthelsm," will be *+ot-lly de-
fenscless beforc the propngnidist ~nd protrgonists of the 3rd
Impcrialist 'Jorld war,

e say thet Hitler pplicd the notion fTirst, Thc Wrzls did it
in thcip own wery: crucl, savage, ruthlcss ~nd inhumen, “'hat has to
be remembered howcver 1s thet what wns essentinlly the evil of the
Nazl crusnd: wes not its brrb-rity buts 1its politic~l ~nd c¢conomic
conccpt of nssuming the rolc of nrbiter of the destinles of Fhe
‘pcoples of the world., How any impeorislist notion carrics osut its
plens will riot be deteriinced to ~ny sppreciablce degrcc on the brsls
. of nationelity, rroce, rclegion or the traditions of the country; but
f. by whot they find ot hrnd useful, whnt is fclt neecssnary to win, The
. ©nd dosired by nn embattled c-pitalism will detoermine what menns arc
-used to nchicve thnt cnd., If the desired end can ko achived by

bribery, bribery it will be; in ~ny one of its mnnifold noperrandes,
. If the concentration comp is necess-ry, thce concentration camp it
- will bc; cven if not cerlled by thot neme but blesscd with the lahel
~of “@emocracy."# Fronklin Roosovrly, good Amerlcan bourgcois trat he
@ vog, ccrininly developed the notion o the suprcmecy of the US

§ bourgeolsic over (very other notion~l bourgcolsie, Rooscvolt of
- coursc thought of kimsclf ns sitting on +7p of thc heap 3 thc world's
. Imperinlist chicfinin, Churchill understood this verw sell, Ee

knew nt lerst thot the stin was beginolng to sct on the British
© Emplre., Americon world hegcmony of course would be nchicvcd in the
~M"democratic" woy not with Hitler thoroughncss, ‘“linnifeat Tegtiny®

for the US during this pcriod nssumed now nnd morc concretc menning,
- This wns thc nntional theme of the Second Imperinlist 'Jorld ‘iar, The
. struggle for its consummction goes on unnbated,

The worlid is now three yoars removed from the close of the
Second Impcriaslist Strugele, Anc yct millions of mcn rre still under
. arms, Thc ~rmice of the US, Zngl-nd, Russin, Folland, Rclgivm s~nd
. Frence stnnd guard over thc pcoplca of the world just ns though
= they werc so many millions of chain gong despcr-dos. The imperinlist
conqucrors maokc the whole c¢oarth tholr privete poradc ground ~né
ghooting rrngc. Thev h ve conspired ngrinst the n-tionnl independence
of conqucrcd notions, In the a~me of dumocr-ay the conmucred rcoples
arc govirned by military dictators, This 1s pnrticulerl— true in |
Germony, ~nd in ~ll zoncs, The victorious impori-lists contiruc the
orgy of killing with their tri-ls of the "guilty," Thc people of th
Invaded nrces are being trught the principles of 'democrney !, by '
Americeon liaten-nts from Mississippil, British sergconte who procticed
democracy on the Indions ~nd by the Russion GPU. :

ot only nrc the ~rm
. mertions but ther mnke bi

- lorging their "dcfensc
victory without pcacc,

fes mnintnined by -1l the impcri-~lists
gcr ~nd cvir bigger ~ppropri-~tions for en-
toblishment," e live in ~ period of

# Hitler wna not thc only atatcsmen who nourishcd thec ide~ of wporld
dominion, A ' 12'8
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Lhiq ls c*pit"lism todr~y ~nd thla 1s crplt<list so3 1 *J. This
ts the order of things which proniscs thc people pence but follows

nch promisc with » war morc dc'fﬂt “ing th-n thc lerst, Thais is
the-'system of frec cuuc"prise vhich solvee » ten yoor pcrlod of
world=vidc uncmplorment md cconomic miscrpy with » new wald

: slrughtcr crorned by Hiroshimn ~nd 1tq 70,0C0 victimg But millions
; of dc~d ~nd woundcd of thes Scecond iorld thnri 1ist ”ﬂr vore not
t cnoush, Thdny's meimed, homcless ~nd starving are not cnough, The

'thOUSﬂnas upon . thovaﬂﬂas ‘of- °1ﬂch QrfCrs 1n,Rus 1n spe not cnough,
fc nced ~nother ™ p 5o +ha¥ PHEPE e%H Ve moré Hiroshlm~s, morc homc-
lc_e more cstrrving ~nd more slnvc l~tor,
H4 - o _ v

“tho rre these rulers who s~cp ‘o"th ~gnin ~s org~nizirs of the
ncxt i*v\cvnﬂli“~ conflict? «hat is ‘our dc"o rﬂ+1c Jﬁv of 1ifch
£ 3CO remrs con only offcer meonkind the s-me crele of woce”
bthn, crpl ftation, disensc, Tfﬁornncc, unrfr ¥np ﬁnA icrth, "“hnt
hnve thc Trumnnls, A*+lecs, nnd Strlins ko offcr cxeoept curnghly what
. Lloyd Gcorge, Slemence~u ~né «ilson h~d to offer; 'ﬂn* Churchill
" ond Roozcvzlt ~nd §%-lin h~d to offer: depresslion ~-nd w-r, This
is the fnrce of the 20+h ceatury nd the promise of tho:futurs in
the capit~list world, o

; The rulers ~f the greant a~tions trep~rc for wor; ut only n

3 war of defunsc, . Iipt one of «the big 1mpcr1ﬂli ts ever staris a war,
They ¢o nobt kcen ormed to the kocth Tor +he porposc of onv +-pe of
nggrcssioq. “Thelr huzc nevica, *ir Farces -nd ~rwics arc nluays for
defense,” Pence time compulsory mill *‘r* tr~ining -nd couscr:ption
are acrcly hdffiu~b " prececu. tions, They nrm nnd cwolt the nrrivel
of the “ogrressor,'

The Qcvostotion of the Scecond T”pfri“L Vgrld Viny wog so
!grc'“ and +he demnnds of the military maching fon coods winn so grent
that a poat wapr "room" wns created in the cffort £5 s A f*ofj tha
evcryﬂﬂv necds of the pooplc ond of incdustry, commcrec ~nid trons-
port~ation, Tht pruscnt ‘boom" in ﬂoitolqubprpductxon iz thc rec-
sult.of wartlme doetr vﬂflon of m~turial, surplics, mands, couipnent
and buildinge, Thc “boom" ls nlso “ﬂced on ithe neecd +o praduce
ordinrry COhSUﬂC” supniics whichivocro no+ procvced curiur tho wo
becruse pl-nt ~ni ¢ metsrial were u«ﬂ “or 4he producktion of *hese
s~me supplics for the militars forccs, The prescnt “"boom™ thorefore
demonstrates nothing morc in gonnection with tho business cyclu thon
a temprorry nced for cxztraordinnrily. high production +to m ke up for
what wag loot during the wor, Crplirldsm todoy h-s not dimonstreted
its ~bilisy to golve its most horrseing protlems ~nymore thnn in
1929 nd Lhercnfter up to the opening of thc wer,

-

. The proeucﬁloq of conzumcr "ﬂo;s Lrs rocechod nn ~11 *Lmc nigh

2 fn the Uanl%cd S4~tes, the ckhic? of %he en p;t li°+ notions Fro~

f du **5n in Europé hez shown ~ pheno omencl risc¢ in the pﬁ*f TCAY, HOWe
2111 rrt go on indefinitily. Frod ction in the U5 is mrin=-

t the proseat ki izh level © o the needs we cnumcr=tod 1a the

Lyl

o ever td
1 t-incd
roph otave ~nd by tho ubrhfﬁ’ﬂ Recovery Progrnn. Thors cre

ng rowcver f“'* ~levellin~ off proccss mey goon oot in, The
st merkct will rcncb crite ‘i t s-tictv, -
h

Y )

ther factor howcvcr catirs tnu production picturc ia =oll
the irgperialist nntionej thrt Lo the croentisn of ‘stocic piles.for
the nunt var cnd the production of cquipment for thchuge milit-ry
eatqblishments rlready in cxistuncce nnd authorized to be formud,
229
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Furthermoro there arc the bn ttlcships, thc ~1rn1rncs, the tronsports
“the bilg guns -nd thc ntom bombs which must bc menufachubcd now or in
thc nenr future, u"wuld the capltalist poerectime mnrket collnpse
through “overproduction” high Driccs ~nd low wrges or ~ny af the
numerous cnruscs of cnpitn list crisis, procduction c¢c~n bc m~intalned
through the production of militnry equipment ~nd supplics in prep-
‘<«retzon for the Third Impcrinlist ‘iorld «rr, :

Thls Wﬁuld be not onlv the c~se In the United Stntcs but with
nll ¢thc notlons of the world, grc~t ond smell, It is not likcly thn!
sny a~tion will hryc opportunity to cmcrpe somc form of porticipotior
4n the ncxt wor,  Furthcrmore all sountrles are being Impelled by
Russi~ ~nd the T'nltcd St-tes into two blocks, TIrisme~ns th-t the
economies 5f -1l countrlies will be forcecd into the dunl rolc of

pehcctime“ and w~r production,

- This turning to wnr production is of coursc not ~ new dcp-rfure
in copit-list economy, Today howcver thc vnstness of impericlist
operations, the intricncles rnd tcchnolozicnl comploxitics of mod-
ern warfare ~ond the tremendous dem~nds of the wnr mechinc mcke it
Impcrative th~t the whole of the cconomy be kept ~lcrted for wnr
‘production. For m-ny yeors before the Second Impecrin~list ‘jorld “ar
Turopc h~d become ~n "armed comp?, The productive npp-rntus of the
-severnl countries wos slre-dy proouviﬂg for war -1l out of propor-

. tion to thec wenlth of these statces, This wns prrticul- rlv truc of
Germony ﬂf+€r the rise of the Przi prty.

th~t 1s relcvont ~nd sirﬂiflcﬂnf fight now In this connection
‘18 the frct of %he gigrntic sizo of the war budgcts; 15 billion
in the US for onc fiscel ve~r, This menns thet -~ l-rge pori of the
‘resourccs of the country: plent ~nd couipment, raw m”tCP‘TlS
financi~l resourccs, technicnl -nd intecllcctual ~bilitr will be in-
tegrrted rfround the probl-ms of war ond production for w-pr, Cone-
.t:empm"*r*r crpitnlism thereforc beeom:a n po cG bctwecen wortimc and
pence timc productioAJifh pwoduutlon for wnr bocomineg more ~nd morc”
a norm-~l acspect of cnpltalist production., Perce timc production gcts
squeezcd in between inperislist wors or betwecn cegsntion of shooting
snd the beglinning of prepar-tions for the next wnr, Durinz pcace

k. time the cconomy is expnnded to %nke crre of increc-sed pcnce time
o elylli~m demond.,  Lefcor vhen the préparantions for wep begin 2 prrt

is shuntcd off to milit~rvy procuction. ''hen the war boging or
fmmedintcly before the whole ¢ cconomy is Integratcd Into the 'wor
effort.”

Despite the fnct thot wor vroduction is n progressively l-rger
prrt of the tot~l of crpitrlist procduction this does not now cone-
stitute eny.change in the nnture of cnpitnlism, or ~njy ncw scgtor
in caopitrlist dcvelopwcnt. Ther. ¢ar be no splitting up of copit-
alism :nto pcreoctime. ~ﬂp1t Lism ~nd wortimc copitniism, ilo fundn-
mentn l distinction of the sliphtcst QGPPuu 2on b¢ dravm befveon
c~pitalict production of the 'acmns of production,” production of
‘the "mcons of cnn~um“+1ﬁn,"qnd that "neuly ui~n1flcﬁ1t qufOP of the
econom7” which “1is the ﬂcstrucﬁion--proﬁu tion of goods which do not
rc~-enter cither into the process oT _prod duction or into (whni ig nt
. bottom prrt of the s~mc provcss) ¢ production af l-bnp ro”cr . Thiz
quo**tion is from the reaolution of the Folitic~l Committce, Onc oxr
only guZgs nt whnat the PC msons, ilo evidence is precsented o sube
st-ntintc Ehe cxlstence of thia ‘newly signifiesnt scctor of the
* v i 11 oy -and th

écanqmy... e llvtr\r to vndcerstand the PC, 2220
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Ag re underst~nd the rcsolution thc contentton is boicg mnde
thot todav the caplit~list economy produccs, mcens of praauctlon
(a rolllng mill for the stecl indvstry), mc-ns of consumpntion (A
pﬂir of shoes) "nd a Gar-nd rifle (mcrns of destruction) Cr 1lct us
ny o gear cutting mrchine, a clvilian ~irpl-n ne ~nd an orm7y bomber,
lhe first 1is “mcnns of production’, the sccond "menns of’ u?iSU”DﬁiDn,
end the third "means of destruutlon b Wow whnt we hrve n right to
have explrinrned to i: is the distinction betweecn that sictor of the
copiteligt cconomy which produces the Gnr-nd rifle ~nd th-t scctor
which produces the.ghoes? ‘'Which sector produces the riflc wkich is
sed In hinting rabbits? (Remington Arms Co produccs both) Do the
shocs which n Qoldicr wears come frow the"menns of destruction®
.- gector or the "mcnns of consumption” scctor? The seomec raliinz mill
(menns of production) is used to roll armor for bnattleships, shcet |
mctnl for civili~n commeriCﬂl trucks, In that cnsc the rolling mill
Is both “merna of production’ and™merns of dcstruction,”
Tw1ls does not mrke much scnse, Perheps we don't understond
the position of the quitlcql Sormittec, e c~n only trv to 1nﬁer-
pret what is writtcn, ‘ic cen only look at this contribubisn of the
PC ns ~n ~ttempt to be profound where there is no nced for profound-
ity. There 1s no neced to nttcmph to concoct ncw theorics to account
for the present state of copitnlism ~né of bourgecols socie“y, This
is porticulerly true 1f all onc con produce 1s a theorv as thin ~nd
ng 1Il-grounded ~s +he onc we have beforc us, We lenve su% ~t thisg
point, ony consideprntion ns o vhether or rot t nxs, militory plenes,
bombs “nd bettleships (m‘”ns 9f desiruction) "re-enter.,.into.,,the
production of labor powcr,” 3Ia cnplt-list production it is wery
difficult to undcrstand the differcnce bstwecn rcplacing n battle-~
" ship or replrcing » farm troactor whizh hns worn ﬂuk ar become
3 obsoletc, I+ is incumbent on ,ﬂe PC to prcscnt some proof Top this
& contention, Thot is the PC hna the rcﬂpo“ﬂibll ty to clucidatc this
: brqnd new theory.

This attempt to draw some Dasic alstinction between trne cnplt-
nalist prodvction of the anterials of war and the mntericls of pence-
time production ~nd gwqumptioﬂ hns no justificatlon cither in
theory or in ~ny so_und and rcsponsible empiricnl proccdvre, ©o
gcpnration c¢nan be made betwcen copit-list production of the wenns
of prscuction ~nd consvmphtion nd productisn of mntericls for wer,
cxcept agltntional distinction. 'This would only be v~lid when

ngitation is in order, WNo thcoreticnl or rnolyticol lincs con be
drawn bctween the threo by-which the productlion of bottleships ~nd
military polson grs is mnadec n scprr~tc cntepgory, It is onc of the
tregcdics of the wholc enurse of copitnlist oroduction th**
. cepltrliet has no+ lct his conscience bother him over wi v
on in his plont so long ns ~ profit wng goming from the:pul
Th¢ PC is tothercd and dcpressed of the size end rcerularity
preprr-~tions nd praductiosn for war., It h~s bacn known br ficrx
for ouic timc hat+ the wvicissitudce ond contr~dictions of copitna
socicky ~nd the rivalries of the grest copitolist notions lcnd &
imperinlist wor, It ig nlao hruc th~t waps todnw will be =lob-1
Affeivrs with mil' ons of mcn ~ndé women prrticip-oting, If ther:o is
sn ~rmy of 10 millians morc production is nccded thon for - ~rmv o
onc million, If w-or is to Lc carricd on by se¢~, lend ond ~ir, then
cquipnient suit-blé for each ~rca of coribet is neccss-ry. TaGrc wns
no qucstion of procuction of thc mc-ns of destruction when vorfore &
a3 ¢o ricd on with fist ~nd stonc club, Bach wrn uscd hiz own Tist
and nrée his own club, Things become more complex when the bow ~nd
arrow orrivced but this was still rel-tivelv simple, Therc wnrs not
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~ even production of the menans of destruction during the First World
Impcrinlist YWnr, This iden wos born nfter thc Second Torld Imperinl-
33t "{~r: ~fter the coming o *hc ~*om bomb,

The c~pltrlism which praduced 9C,000 pl-nes In the US and thou-
s~nds of trnks, shells rnd csuns 1s the gomc c-plt-llism whish produces
millions of pounds of beef, millions of gnllons of grsoline, rows of
. hovuses ~nd millions of prirs of shocs. There is no new "gsector™ to
% thc onpitallist economy,. '

% Eyen In Nazi Germony wherc for sever~l ve~rs the e€conomy could
£« gorrcctly hove been ¢nlled o wor czonomr in thot the whole zsountrv -
. wos orgrnized In prep-rotion for wor, we dld not discover ~ new sector,
:‘@ge believe the "menns of destructlion” which the PC hns éiscovered 1s
B thc ~ton bomb, It 1s thc ~tom bomb which is the "ncw scetor,” ihote
L ever wos ncew in Nozi cconomy ~ppcered concomitront with or ~ftcer the

. €stnblishment of the Nezl politlcnl system; thnt 1s rfiker n politicnl
- countecr-rcvolution, Ny politicnl countere~revolutlion h~s taken pl-cc
> 1in the US. Bourgcols demacrncy is intact, 4t present therc is no
concrete evidence that bourgeosls demosrncy is in denger iIn the TS
These arc the fncts, These ~rc the frets which moturc Mopr<ists wlll

be gulded by,

e 6

2 Jhot lies shend In the matter of cunlitntive changes in the

. c~pltnlist economy con not .bc foretold., It is ennugh for todny to

. 1understand whot is nrcétunlly transpiring. To look nt crpit-~lism *todny
- in thc mrnncr of the PC resolution as production of thc meens of
:destruction, 1% somewhnt of a reformist ~nd pocifist ~ppro-ch to the
‘qucstion of the coming wrr ~nd the wer uscs to whlch the cconomy is
put. ‘Je heve henrd rbout production for "profit" ~nd not for "use.”
Now we are to be rgitrted over the new capitnlism: Production for
Profit ~nd Destruction; production of the meens of dcstruction. ‘

~  Accordéing to the rcsolution of the P2 "The link between ihe
-gconomic -ond politic~l chrnzec thus produced is the fact th-t the
mnrket Tor this third department of copltnlisf production iz the st-te,
The risc to dominnnce in the cconomy of this +-pe of productinn cffect:
thereforce, the prrtinl negntion of the blindly spor~ting mrrket ~s the
regulntor of copit-list economv end 1lts rcplecement by the n-ortiol
planning of the state bure~ucr-cy." Since the consolid-~tion of +he
nrtionnl stotes hrsn't the stote ~lwrys been +the "A~rket" for wer
meterinrls ~nd cquipment? In the modern st~te who or whrot would be

the mrrket for wer commadities exccpt the st-~te? .Isn't thc war-
meking powcr ossumcd bv the centr-l politic~l ~uthority in evcry
modern strte? Isn't i+ preciscly this which makcs the st~te tle nap-

. ket for wrp comvoditles? Is thc cepiteolist: st~te which buvs 15 bill-
- *{ons worth-of w~pr supplics &ifferent from the coplt-lict st-te whlich
buys only ¢S5 billions worth?

- Wih~t docs the FC meen by the''partial plenning of the stnte

i. bure~ucrncy?”? Doec the resolution menn thnot ~lready in the US tho

- government is beginaing to assume o menegerinl role fow hcld by the

. pwners of industry =nc their nmangeps? Whet 1s memt by "pl-nuing?
~ns uscd in the rcsolution,

= It is well-known thnt in *hc poriod of crplitelist decline, the
L' stnate —ust Inkercede in the intercsts of n» wenkened privote crpltnlisme
. Phe st~te enters with its econoric prosr~m tucked nway under o poli-
tik~1l slog~n such ~5 "The New Dcnl", or the "Hew Denl Stote" ( low
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~§ATled Tbejfair Deansrate by TrUﬂﬂn.) There aps pub11~ wo"ku
nll sorts, subsi{iles to 1ndustry,~'+c. The st~te¢ becomes the wﬂrket;
A lﬂrge part- of the notion~l-incd ¢ is supplieé by s**tc gpenhinr
The "plinély-operating. m"r ct...is repl ced by the p""fi plonning
- of the state bureﬂuur'cy.

i

; ﬁot only is fhe srﬂte drﬂwn in becﬂusc of the cnrnﬂ'lv un-
Lo+ rﬂblc economic. siturtion with capltnllism but nlso becﬂuec df the
const-nt ‘brc*? of ‘war ~risinz sut of the impcrinlists conflic
nttendant on crplt-lilst dcclinc. ‘As we hoye r~lrendy inﬂ1c~+uu, tig
“wepd demnnd ‘blg cxpenditures., The stnte becames. o bir mnrkct be-
-enusc of tke incrc-~sine nurmber of weprs "cold" ar hot,. There 1s no
:need to Invent ~nvT new theosrics or ~nv ncw "srctsrs" of the economy
to ncvoun* ’or +his. phenowenon, '

N rcsolv+ianv 180 . prescqts ﬂnw‘her new theory: “fhe.burehuc-
rr?iz*tion of crpitalism.,” Hore sgnin we ~re n3 .t31¢ jusht whnt the
ew . ph51omcnon is.  Ag~in the nuw thnorv Is oot eluuidfted ndeountelv
ue are tsld thot ",,.the 11fe of cvery iﬂportﬂnf cruntry-in the ..
‘world, 1ncluding the US, 1s becing orgenized morc ~nd more an *hc bnsl
- of a perrinnent wor. ceonomy ~nd o pfrm'nenf militnpizatihn of soclety
= weeln this: sfngc of the do~1nﬂqc£ of wer economy . rnd the burecucrrfe
tlzntion of ‘crpltalism, the raole played bv sftte ‘Interventisn ('sta-
- tificntion of the €co no*"") chrnges nccordingly,..The ~ll-porveiing
degcne"ation of C"pi*’li"ﬂ merked b7 the new phenomen~ outlined
ebove is svperimpsied vpon lts dgonde loqg cecline,. vzt ~s +he new
- at~ge of the burcrucrnatic millteriz~tion of cnpit 11sm do0s aoh
- begnte but 1is sucerlmpasea ppon 1%ts st-~ges ~% fmperi-lism,..Coplitrl-
-;1§m ‘1tself 1s doomed,..In the lookg w~r between ‘Yestern tmncri-lism
~end ‘Stolinist 1mp€rinlism, the victors of tre former con ¢ ~chieved
by it only by intensifying preaisely tr.ose tenlenciecs which' rush it
~4n the direcction of its enemy., . unr econsmy--burcnucr-tization--
bureﬂuﬂr*tic pl-onning=--c 0ufrols--reriment tion-~declinicg staard
~of living in the midat of !'full employment! for war productlion--
“+hese nrecthe socinl. prercquisites for gc"rlnz enpltnlism tOd”r¢ the
victsry in the +hrea+ened wap, " :

' “ere ﬂonln the TG nttempta %o be profound but ‘succeeds only in
be!ng vcrhos sfiltsd nd unconvincing, The resolution contends
“th~t the US cnn #in rgalnst Russi~ onlvy bv bec~nming more and more
like Stolinist Russir, that i3 b7y becoming morc ~nd more tot~lit~pr-
irn, 'Why is this? “/e are nat +oli, Therc must be » rcassn far
things, 4w6& arc not ~ funﬁﬂMCﬁtﬂllst Baptist church or a hond of
. Cntholic chiliren recelving instructisn from the Sister, 'Je don't
.80y that the PC position is not correct. 'Je only w~nt to know bov
thev frund out. Thrt 13 we want some evidence, All the concrete
evidecnce is rgninst the!s concluslon. The US went thr-uch the werp
" "wlth fescist Germony without the slightest concrete movemcnt in the
. _dlrection of frsclsm, ‘¢ gny ""ﬁn""etc“ bce~usc we knaw ~g well ns
. .the next throt in » period of cepit-list declinc, thc bourgenisie

in ~ny countrv will rcoort o faosclsm to preserve its property ond
its rule, But ~ genecr-llzrtlon i 9ot slw~vs applic-btle cvorv'gﬂv
“in the_weck;ior in cvery politic~l rcsolution, - :

we ask some que°f10na. Are the roots of fascism mnd af Sknl-
inism the srme? ill more “pegimcnt~tion" be necded ~g-insf Stnl=
_Ainiat totrliterinnism than wens necessary ngoinst fe cscist totnle
1*ﬁr1ﬁ 1'sm? ‘nhy? Is there no dlffercnce be tween what Is cr~lled |
' 8- ﬂb ‘ceonamy 1h thc US and *i ;”BUS§1ﬁn wer égonomy? hntols
11"rity betwe a, burerucr*+17,tian in th6~US qnd 1n Rusai&?

.
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“This lends to the consider~tion of snothcr "theory" put for=-
wrerd bv the PC's resoluti~n: "The brois fhr the cdlsoricntortion of
the proletarirn forces consists in this: that thisec rivnl explolting
systems ore not clearly recngnlzed as ewemices on =»n equal footing...
“‘het does this mean? The rival szystems are caplit~lism »nd whn% the
WP hos cBlled burequcretic collectivism,  Bureaucr-tic collectivism
is not copitrlism, - The political supcrstructure in the US 1is
bourgeois dcmocrncy; that in Russin 1s burcoucrntic collcctivist
totalitarirnism., Lre thc two political systems on -n cqual footing?
ins bourgesis ceuocrocy on nn equnl footing with Germrn faszcisa in
the los% wer? In what way. The only significont and corrcct seaning
which ¢-n be glven the statement "on ~n cqual foo+ting" is *o tcke it
to me~n? Both Russia and the United strtes nre imperirlist nno*ions,
Thc wor tetween them therefare muszt be ond crn snlv be imperinl ist
on both sides, Conscquently the working classcs of nll cruntric
shovld opposc thelr swn ruling clnascs ~nd crrry on *he clnsa :
.atrugglc irrcspective of the faptunes of thelr puling clnasscz in the
war,- Furthermore Marxists must not compromisc or wotcr doin tihils
principlc, Marxists will not hove ~nv "wolt -nd scc policy,” This
is = ssund prediction wheh ~nv "~prxist can mokec now, Anv #~rxist
e n take ~ cntegorlc position now on h 8 attl tuc"“?wwnpﬂ the coming
strugglc between the US ~nd RussIn,

If the phrorse menns anything more or lcss than this} if it mcons
snything in ~déition to this then it is incorrect, For ex-omplc If
the statement merns thnat the politic~l superstructurcs ecnnnﬂic
substructurcs of the two countrics nre "on an couv~l footing', then”
the stn~ement 1s incorrect., In rcl-tion to tot~lit~ri-n burerucr-tic
‘collectivisnm, borurgeols~-demndcrec:r 1s ~n< remoins progressive ~nd 1s
thercforc to be praferred to burcoucr-tic collcectivism, It 15 true
thet thc very notion of gollectivism heos been horribly m-ngled by
renctlion~ry Strlinism, We howcver romnin collectivist, Morxi-n
collectivist, . we do not wilt under the anti-collectivict blows of
thc bourgeois, It is ~lso truec th-t bourgeoig-demncrncv 13 under
continucd rssrcult by the bourgeosisic i+sclf but this 7ocs a0t
deterninc oub nthitude townrd bourgeols politlcnl democracy, In
relotion to otrlinist tot~litorisnism (ns with Eitler tot-lit-ri-n-
ism) we maintoin thc positign th~t bourgcols cdemocr~cy s progress-
ive, They ~re not "equrlly re~ctionrry."

"¢ rerd In the PC's resolution: "In proportisn o3 production
for wor purposes becomcs the -~ccepted ~nd dctermin “ng end of cen-
nomic ~ctivity, *he role of the burerucr-cy cecse o be limi+ted to

. that of n politic~l supcrssructure ~nd tends to become ~n integr-l
part of the ceonony itself,,.This buresucr~tizoti-n of cconony...
le~ds to the growth of the st~”€ bure~ucr-cv in size, 1n e import-
ance of its rolec for the regulation of +he ecnnonmy, nn in its
relr fiVb inﬂcpcngcucc from the dircc+ contml of +hc c-pltalizt cl-ss,

e have to ~sk whether or not this is ~» politicel resolution for the
guidﬂnce of the Porty TODAY or i it ~n cduc~tion~l css~y cxpl~ining
whnt frsciam Is -nd bhow it develops? If thls section nf the resa-
lutlion is an ecducntlionnl plece on fasclsm in gencrnl, thoen the FC
should s~y so ~nd issue it as such, In th-~t cese it will not bc
nceess-ry to hedge the ncew thoeories ~bout with such 497 r‘.‘"ﬂ "pelr-
tive indcpendence from the direct control of the cﬂpit list cl-3s,

"{My cmphnsis, McK) The next prrocr-ph sperks of the "new dominoncé
of wer economy ~n? the¢ new role of the st~te bure~ucr-cy, tonding to
substitute stn fc-org“nized plonning for the blind oper-tion of the

“mrrket,,," ; 11.1—4
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ﬂnless the wholc,héut%*n "B" df the rcsolution is to be t-ken
ng A~ theoretlcal ~nd edbertionnl ess 37y on the meaning ~nd dcvelop-
ment of fagcism in general, thon it is grwing khnt there 1s o pro- .
frscist situntion in the Us todny; or more nce ur"+bly therc fs ~
pre-fascist siturtion in every ceplt-list country., 'fe'uscd to be
told pcriodicnlly thnt wc were in n "pre=-rcvolutisnm si*untion." Vow

"lt h g become pre-fﬂccist, pre-police st te,

If this is +he sitvqtian "nd this is what the PC PC“llV mG- ns,
thcn the P-rty 1s Tn~ced with thc nceecssltvy of pracle iminu.+h13 from
the housectoaps 1n stentorinn toncs, If 1t wes nceesse~ry t5 sprend.
olerm in L/BOR ACTIOH nbout thc coming »f the next W“r i1+t 1s doubly

‘necess~ry to warn the pcoplc 3f the "pollce stote,"

'“°*ﬂ‘ific“tiqn, "the _new dominance of wep econony," "the new |
_role of the st-te bure~ucr-cy, tending to substitutc stnte orga-

nizud planniag for the blind speration »f the morket" "-s not.

ndvonced equnally incil capitnlist countries or rll sphercs of coplit=

- nlist pfoduction, being cspccinlly maked In those ceplt~liams

dev-~sirted or blcd white In the wer, (like Eagl~nd ~nd Fr-ncc) -
less merkéd in propartion to +the we~lth of thc gcountry (rs in 5He

United Statcs,) Thls mny bé reﬂd on prge 3 of Bullctlin iio 7,
"Convcnt on. Bulle*in Yo, 4,

Jc h~d rssumed thot this "a* ~+ific~+i-n," "burerucr-+iz~tion,"
" statc org-nized pl-mning" werc ~11 ”trengs 1n thc dlrcction of
the "police st~te," thet is r'ﬂ"+iﬂﬂnry trends, But we arc +21d
h"f 1t 1S more ~Ayanced 1n Bazl-nl t¥~n In thc US. EHowcver "khls
vclopmcnt" in dﬂgl nd 1s under the dircctiosn of fhe Lebor Porty.

- %e ~ssumed thot the WP supported "this development™ in Englend, Is

the LPG3 Hodny .» Vuui le for the developacnt Foward the "police state

' Is what. the .Lrbor Pnrty 1is ﬂaiug, no ¢iffercnt from the ~cts of

Congress Iin the US? Tha rcsolution of the PC re~ds:" “hilc a nome
innlly socinlist government st~ffed by the .Labar Porty ls the vehicle
through which these chnngzes ~re tnking pl~cc, the bourgslclie h-s so
fnr pu+ up ~ comprratively weak rcsis t"nce...' '

bere does tbis lc~ve us? “hot kind of n~tion-~liz~tisn c~n we

‘be £or? hot kinc of "gt- te-org nizcd pl-nning" c-~n we be ?or9 The

only infcrcnce thot we £-n @rew from the PC rcsslutian 1n th-t o

. c¢~n only be for genuinc, honcst to poodness soclnlist pleonning ﬂnd
‘netisnnlization, Is that wh-t the PC menns?

[ cti*n "B" of the pesolution end with ~n ~djur- tion ~nd

, €
wagrning: V,..the rcfusal of the Kﬂrz‘sts to mrke the slichtest

compromise with the soclal democ rﬂtiu notions of supporting tho
cnpitalist side of the wer 1n order 9 gnin » tbre-thing spell!

from the thrent of S4-1inist tot-litrrianism," “ic *ekc it 0t ~l11
‘the proecding new theory was for ¥he purpose of steclin~ reorle

ngainst soci nl-patriotism, ie tnke 1t thot the solemn promi e
quoteld ~tove ls intendeld to9 scrre the WAaverors ~n? *r-naTorn them
into in*trepld Harxists, %7oc bc unitoa htm whg {enarcs *heze xﬁrgings!

I 1s hicgh time thes that + pc of nolemic censcd in ~vr Portv, Therc

1s' for %9~ ~vch of it in *hc convention resolvtiang., 1o notcabinl
goci~l=p-trint #ill be diterrced hy thesc juvénilc bhlests, abave -11
the rcdﬂcﬁr.cﬂl veluc of such declemrtionag 1s ex~ ¢tly zcrn, 3Iven
should somc.nnc be scrred 7 to reising his or her hend fap the pesa-
lutiong th-tts ~11 1t will be, one more hrnd rriz :¢d, "nc maroe vote,
There ¢~n ¢ no s3sur-nce thn t the hrnd-priser will rem~in in the




- contr~dictiong of coplt-list procduction nnd the rivelriis cngencdered
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" worléd supprly of raw mrterinls ¢ to bacoame the worldt!s’honkir ~nd

pendent forcc, It secks to imoosc i*s own solukian not oaly or -
cnpltrlist crises but to adjudicntc the dlsputes within the rnonks
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No new inventian of theory or mcthodology rre nccess-ry In order
ts underston” contimpor~ry world copilt-~lism ~nl the c-pilt-list
society todry, For over ~ dec-de now the decline of capit~lism hns
been trcnted not only by ¥Yarxists but by m-nv liber~ls -3 wecll, ‘le

hafc expliined thot not anly ~rc the recurring crises » part of
copitnlist decline but ~ls~ +hi cver rccnrrﬁno copit-list world wors,
‘ny concrcte exnmin~tion of c-pit-lism ~nd of bﬁurpcaiu saclcty
will provide ~dcqu-tc foundrtions for the Marxist thcal th-t thc
20th ccnturr 1s thc puring of cﬂpifﬂ‘i t decline, As cr-nit-lism
sprc~d ovir the wholc world In the 19th century lkcorricd -long
exploit-tion, robbery -nd opprcssinsn, LAllicd with this argy of
"pitﬁlis+ ~ggrandizement corricd on bty n~tisns !n concert, ~rc the

nmong the 1mpcrieclists themselvis -~s they go ~bout thelr sclf- ,
qppﬂintcd rounds of plunder ~nd pilllrge., Out of this comes imncrinl-
{st w~r, ~nd thc strugglc of coch 1mpcr1qlist power to cd-minate nll
the r:osty thot i3 +o Jd ominntc the world, The polliticrl Zominction

of the world follows frst upon *he grining of economic monnpoly ~nd
the mriuring of monapoly finnnce cﬁﬂitﬂ'lsm . The manopalists of
every country seck to domin~te tic warld mn rkct, to corner the

ercditor., ALs every copltnlist sccks to devour cvery other conplinl-
ist so every imperlalist closs scexks to devour its PiVFlS.

Boch nationnl capitnlist clrss ¢ 11s upon lts own government
to aSQGMble the resources ~f the astion for perpetukting "naticnal
prosprrit" ~nd cventunlly to aufiund the n'\tmne honor," T
cnpitnlists -themsclves rre not ns o "ule of ane mind ~s t+» how this
should be done, It 1s out of this intro-clnss conflilct thrt the
government bureaucracy begins to insre-se 1lts welght ~s ~n indc-

S
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of the crpltrlist; ~nd between the c-pltnlists ~nd the working
clnzs, The bulk of thc goverament burcaucrrey in capif~list
soc*ctv comes from the midflc clrss, the clegs which hns 39 signl-
ficant ~l-cc in pracdvection, cenusc this cless has no siganificent
plece in production 1t c2n no% exercise s~nv appreclisble influcnce
in soclcty. It cen not come into its own, It cen nnt hnve its day,
& mcnans of escape from petty-bourgeois threlldom is by vav of the
government burcsucracy, Herc 1% sinlts Its roots and sacks to
pcrpetuate itself, Tho burceucrqcy itself hD"“VcP is ~lsn not of
one mind, It tno hes Lts "richt", "1cft" =nd "center,” ndhiring
to and defending similer Aivisions in the bourgeoisic,

"Tris burecucrecy incre~se in importonce beacruse the, 1h\us+V1 n] -~
iste ond finnncicrs have nat becn able +5 mrintein ceplteils
equllibrium ~né progress., The st-t¢ must step In. Llso "*‘c
government” steps in bee-use =ll goverament is ic-lous 2f its pre-~
r“g”*lVCS, its prestige ond 1ts existenco, It must rlsos e TN ife
sizcd throt no rﬁncrq*cqt, not even the Hitler fasclist governmnt
wos o cormpletely free ourrfucr gy, It had +o mnrke certain compro-
mises with “froc enterprise,’

ol A
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Suppose we should tnake the position that lacking the intor-
vention of the working class, thc “police statc! 1s ineviknahlc, Thot
Ao we 4o nfter we have mnde khis pronnsuncesent? If the PC should
nttcmpt ko s~nswer this oguestion the wenkness of the resolutinn will
be rovenlced "¢ hold thrt whether or not o policc shdtc w:ill comc,
or if there is a ftrona? or'"tun«CAc"' to n "police stote?, is no

Ethe 1ﬂportﬂnt qucstion for a politicnl rcswlukiﬂn. It mry be wwde
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" to9 mssume import-nce for on educ~tisnnl clnss or o dcbate, 1t 1is
nat o svbicct whizh ¢c~n hove much precsent pallticnl meaning foron
mature Yarxist politicirn, =~s rallitliclen, - : ..

What 1s Ilnportent is, how much time <o we hove? ‘'What '1s Phe C :
gemporof +he 'tundency? end how far has 1t gone, Thesc arc the | ‘
relcvent ~nd import-nt polliticnl questli~ng which must be clucideted -
concrctcly ~nd nmot in the rmndr of the PC resolution, ’ .

: Yor cxermple; 1f the “"tendency™ is only the beginning, thot 1s
one-thing rnd we ret in n certnin way, If wé@ onn estimete thot the
ashtevcmoht o this ond is sonc years ~way we will cert~inly not -+
act ~s *+h~ugh it wcre rient upon us, If we apc beling hord presscd
we hrve the Pight ~nd the duty to scream nt the top »f nur volccs;
7,123 i 108" If this 1s not the erse then we con procced In =
" more leiszurely -~nd ecducotisnnl mouncr, If -~ bullding Is “iscovered
t> b burning,. I doubt thet its Inh-blt-ntz would continuc ~nvy
éiscuss*on an the dnngers snd immincnce of fire, If the flrncs
however narc miles avsy the élscussion might eontinue -

- Welther the qualitictive nor the quentitatlvc nsrests of the
gquestion nrc the srme in the nltern~tive sltu-tions we h-ve donoted,
From this follows th-t &hc poiitlcnl forrmul-otion of the aucstidn
must be precise, cnrcful »nd resgrvid, If this is not donc *he.
posing of the questinn con only prorste osutbursts of pompous 16qun=

" glty, denrgogr ~nd bombost, Turthermore 1t con not be valifly
spgued ngrinst our point of vicw thnt this 1s - gquestion whizh ls S
21fP1zult of gqurntit-~+ive forsml-+ion, This is true bu+x ~fier one
snys th-% guentitative formulaticn Is J1fficult, 1%t 1s Impcrmissible
to procced ns though 1t werc unsy, 4t is not ‘possible with &his
guestion, to glve n preclse qu-ntliative ~nswer,but 1t i3 roscsible
to mcke sn objective (non-polemicnl, non-factignel) estfimnte which
is properly mo*lvated politicelly ond orgenlzetdonally, Thnt isy
one c~n nmake on Intellizent working cpproximrtion, Becrue they
are not prophets real linrxists are forced to procede In trhls mnnner
egaln ond egnin, e must oprroach this question as »1l other
‘political questions with a high degree of concreteness nand
objectivity. we muat 4o this or the Party political discussion will
_be nothking more then a cave of winds,

* tiorlcd lendership todsy lies with the US. Up to now o high ~ "
cegree of bourgeols cemocrncy persists, This itself is in poart '
responsible for the inndr confiists among the brurgeolsle ~nd the
stnte burervcrrcy, Fur'hermore we rsre riot only witnessing what
mny te criled bourgeols-démocratic inertla (resistance %o Chnnpe)’
but a conszciosus demand by o part of the bourgeoisie thot it continue,
¥ore potent thnan thisis the ~ctivity. of the mnsses (in thelr oun
somewhnt primitive monner) in beh-1lf of bourgenis-democraty. This
was 1llustreted in the surprise election of Trumnn., This "tendency"
1s no less rn frect than the "tcendency® toward the "rolicc st-te," .
e say thrt rirht now the tendcncy toword the rreservatian of - .,
Yourgcoic-. concrncy ig Fhe ~amincab tendency., 1nls 1s Tilaconccrting
of covursc to omc ol thc Pnrtv olFcrs, jor inatongc those comrndes
who preferred, cesired the defeat of Truman (not of course the’
election of Dewey., The contradiction 1is their's) in order thet
"3emocratic 1llusions™ might not be "spreod among the mnsses,”
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t/hat the real trend is in connection with bourgeoio-democracy
is of tle highest lmportance. It is importaut to fight for the pre-
servation and widening of bourgeois democracy ‘today. The PC resolu-
tion obscures this and merely succeeds in spreading muddlement, by
posing the question as if the fight tc preserve bourgeois-denocracy
is equivalent to defense of U, s. imperialism, It might be and
. undoubtedly is, among those vho render principled support to bourgeois-
demociacy. However it may be precisely the struggle to maintain
bourgeois-democracy wWnich may prove to be the most effective weapon,
in practice, azainst tke Opnrations of imperialism and as the pathway
“to mass action against "nolice staue tendencies,

The masses certainly have "democratic illusions," It is the
business of the larxists to aid in éispelling these illusions,
The7 cen only accomplisi this, horever, by concrete and practical
intervention. It will not be aseomplished by the soinnlnv of new
. theories, by. bnat*nﬁ the drums, or by cryirg yolf ' it is exact-
1y now while there is a "breathing spell” trat the Marxists should
be striving with might and wain, in the 'tented field" to dispell
. the democratic illusions of the masses end t o orgap ize them for
the assault on world capitalism and imperialisx ®ccording to the
PC resoluticn, horever, the only exctuse %o talk ebout. a “bp*auhlng
spell’ is as a cover fa one's intention to support "the canit 1list
side of tle uar.

A
)

There are illusions anl illusions., The masses can be fed

. 'various illusions end- become v*ictimized by them, To become the

_victim of the notion that we are in the period of pre-fascism Or
pre-police statism is no less nangnrous than to bscome the victim
of the notion that bourgeois-democracy-and capitalism can ba made
to serve the permanent interests of the'masses. Stiould the masses
succumb to either illusion they will zo dowm in defeat. 4and in
each case they will not know until it is too late Just vhat was
tke nature of the illusion, - -

Capi%alism is in decline on a world scale . Capitalist crises
are global and include all of production: anrlcultural and industri-
al. The capitalist capture of agriculture puts it in the same class
as industrv with all tho problerns of industrial production:

- overproiuction, unaﬁploynent and crisis, Dﬁgvltﬂ t» fact that
two-thirds,of the werld's ponulation ars engarsed in rrLculua“e,
millicns upen millicns remain unfed or undernourisied jus® as they
are. unclosled and unhoused, This c¢onditicn accompanies the canital-
ist "victery of production."

In 1944, 81% of the vorld's nopuletion had an average re
come of less than the equivalent of $10 ner vpex per brradurin:
"It was only in fussralia, Geeat Bpitain, Hew Zealand, Canada,
SVLuungwnd the Argentine and the T S., vith lﬁ‘ of the worlits
people thab the real wage was as wmuch as 20 per woek per brrad-

winner., This is the bo: sted capitalist "high wages," the i good
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vages" of "free enterprise." : é;
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It 1s false comple*‘P ly to juds~ the econorni c situation %y what
one sces In the U, S, vhere piles of accumilated wes alth can be
drawvn on. The U. S. was not harmed by tlre - ar. Un the contrary,
this country improved-its econonmic rosition in the course of the
Second ‘Torld Irperielist Var, That is, in the midst of the srorld. ..
decline of ca’)ltaliS"‘!, the Amer:.can bouv-gnorie Improved its economic
p051tion. o

, Thne gqusstion of the 1’91ation of political democrasy to the

‘ staxre of the economy is important, Bourgeois-denocracy increases in
a general vay only when the eorro 7 1s expanding, If ths economy is
contracting, of course the dangenr of a 'r'“aCuiOnEI“J assault on
bourgzois-democracy is real. Vorld capitzlism todey is genainely
cbhncerned with this p""ODlel that is, how %0 expand producticn,
hold wages do'm and at the same tines maintain v"the price structure."
The S°nlle capitalist mling classes of Burop=, dependent as t‘ ey
are for their sugstenance and defense, on tho U.S., hola as 1 st as
they con to their old privilsr~es., '“E:e;; hope S0 rebuild t:r

national capitalisms and retain & resstablish their colom. l ern:
pires. To b~ succecsfMl today, hovwevar, in its om ns e, a n::tlcnal
- Imperislisa mist have its basv in & very wealthy end u‘mce*:cd COUNe
try such as the’ U. S, Thers must b2 an ow J.mance of human naterial

ard technical and scientific I‘\,SO’.I_"C.“S. Pren in Zussia thoss are
lackinz in sufficiert quanstitics. 4t the oubor end are tle little
 imperialisms, such as Italw, Yu roslavia and tie like, Ti:is moans

that neither tosalitarian 1s.*. nor bourgeois- dca;:o-" racy can triumph
today with ‘only a political po l"lu of wview ami an ariy. The nolitic-
- al prozran rmust be concretized in supplies end equipmeant. Thae army

4

.

-at ths fronb must be supported by the army in the field ard the
factory,

The accumulates wealth and %he ertraordin ary econo*uc pos:.tlon
of the U, S. are primarily what give this couns ry its dmsains Nt posi-
~tion in trke world of irmn“lglr* nations. It wonld Ea. & ristalze,
ho:e.rr—* to say that the U. S, and Puscia arc the only irnzoinlist
nations of real inportance. 'vvea a cursoi 'e:::rﬁi'nam. oh of tihe facts
will reveal the falsity of this conclusicn. =n-~snd re-aing a donie
‘nant im ~“¢iflls.» *\ation. It is true that she 15 SULOAAiIEEs <0 tre
RPN It is 8130 trus tnat in all provanility nor ros ourc 3 are not
equeal to trose of :‘us.aia. Iovevar, lewm'" African exrirs, cn

which incroased attention is being Cl“PctF‘f' to‘-a'f is a vast anqd

b rich territory which any imperialist nation *rc**ld be proud to rossess

or exploit. Despite her nov~°r*‘, France 1?07.01 ns or2 of *he going:
imperialist nations. The world has r2cently witnessed the ivpeoricla
‘ist antics of tle Dutch. . -They reotain ail ticir nover um VCilon,
iLittle Belgium" is still in possession of her African ceres

7 tc bese the status, lon ovitr
svs vy the cdegree to whicih tihitw
»»u:sia or the T. 3. Snuch on an-
> nation is vholly unguulJ_.“cto"y
n
e

t is a nistoke and misleadi
or po*onc of any of the imperizl
wmickt e cape bDle of M.ndlng up T
rroach to Zrituin as an imporicliss n
ard wort.y enly of some vanting imovies
Framec 40 net have to fight fussia clone. The "'f'qtorn hblock of im-
peri~lists vill fight together. True they will { 1ght under tle
.Suzerainty of the U,S, but that will not sit too hoavlly upon tieir
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ruling classes, It is hichly imprcbable that Enzland will lose her
African empirs, her Far best intorests or the Suez througch any
actxvi*y of the U,5, This will hold true for-the other members of
the ‘iestern Block.

In the 1lizht of this considerction it is necessary to examine
more closely vhat is meant by the struggle fer werld dominion as it.
relates %o the U,3, It certainly does not mean the same twing as it
would meen if we were discussinz the supject now in rolation o
Russia, The victory of the liestern imuenlallsts hes not proauced
the same results as would have a victOry of fascist Germany and Japan.,
It is nocessary to keep this distinction before us and to have it
clear. ‘iicrld dominion for the U, S, means &bove all the U,3. as the
banler and creditor of the other nations. To a certain degrec and
perhaps only temporarily it means interference in the internzl affairs
of the European nations. This type of interferencc is not unusual
with big bankers., l* is &lso true that the fmerican dourgecisie will
not looix kindly on "social exverimentaticn" by the Furopean countries.
This bourgeoisie d course will be an irreconcilable encry of sO-
cialism apd any moveme nt of the Eurcpean masses_torard liberation
from capitalist and imperialist exploitation. But this will be true
also of their om ruling classos.. -

There will be no such thing as imnoslny a semi-cclonial status -
on Europe. Tnis for several rcasons.: the stronz nationalist s»irit,
the mass resjstvance g;hphc p“ople, bourzeois-denoc -atic inertia,
the resistance of the masses in the U,S. r*hn“%owe~ such type of
domination would bs useless and" con~t¢tute a first rete blunder
for the inmerican bourgeolsie., £4lso, the lins-up as it 1s tcday
need not necessarily be of long duration. Thore can be obher align-
ments., Impericlists de. not veinbain their friendships as a matter
of prau,lnle. Should treré be too much rcddling by the U.S., some
of the Euronoan countries migt decide to go over to Russia. Or re-
main neut“al. They nisht not relish the jidea of becoming the battle-
flelds of the next war.

For 8l1 these reasons the U.S. will prOCeod with a fair degree of
circumspection and democratic fanfare. Bourccois~-demecracy will pre-
vail and remain the pocliticeal supcrstructure of the eSLOT _Block,
There i1s no sound reascns now for meking any otlcr prodictions, The
U.S. and the ERP countrics together will seck tc robu ld a canitalist
econoiwry in these countrics. Lh sc countries will avtempt to 70 on
as before with their cupires and the eynloltat$on of the reoplcs of
thase colonial mreas. 4 largc part of tre funds for tnls ‘exploita- ,
tion anc c“volonuunt will comc from the U.S, These Eurorsan countries
ard their colonial emnires will bocome not-only areas for the place-
ment of lmerican cap‘tal but elso markets for American cxperts,

e
ea
ic

It is idle to devote space in a political rosolution to any dis-
cussion of vhether or no% it is desireble for the capitalist ccono=
mies of Europe to bo rebui 1t. It is ro less idle and nonscnsical te
discuss vhether or not it is the businaass of ilarxists to ccll for the
rcbu.lding of ﬂaplu“ligt cconony. Lo mathor ‘%at our dcsires nay be
as iav:sts or vhat wo conceive to be "our business® in this conncc-

tion, it iz a fact that thc capitalist maling ﬂlu“” 17111 al a8 at=
tempt to rahuild its capitalist cconomy. rh)_s is what thry erc ate-
tempting to do and ¥ill do in Eurcpe. . it is also a fact *hat the
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‘masses in Europe and U.S. today rmst laher either in a cepitalist
field, factory, mine, mill; or in e socislist factory, field, mine
‘or mill, Unfortunately, if the masses of Europe exist teday it will
"be on the basis of tleir getting the opportunity tc provide surplus

- value for a capitalist class. Any other attitude, any other talk

- is mere gibberish. ‘

‘ Such 2 brutally objective attitude toward this questior. Fas no
mecessary political connection with faith in capitalism, in the ef-

ficacy of bourgeois~-democracy or in American imperislism. The only
®faith" involved here is the faith that one need not necessarily
~_be contaminated by contact with faet,

- Hhat is the direction in which vwerld capitalism is rieving?

We submit thet no definitive answer can be given to this question,
The F.C, resolution says that “it muat be emphasized that while,
‘both in economic structure and in naliticel consequence, & new stage
- 1s marked, it is yet 2 new stage o7 cepitelism, indeed of capital-
ist imperielism." That s, it is still capitalism and sti1ll ime

- .peridlism., This is not very helpful. what will we do with this~
whole theory in practice? Vs contend “hat it i1s not recessary ta
give an ansver tn the "police statd" query. Here arc the reasons.

ile know encugh about capitalism.as it actually is to be able
to say vhat course the working class should pursue in practice,
‘We imow that- capitalism is in decline, that the capitalist econemy
is not today an expanding economy. e know that bourgeois political
demscrecy can only be maintainod in a comstantly expanding econsmy.
¥le ¥now that as tho oconomy contracts there is a.tendency tmrard the
contraction of democracy . But we also know that nnt only is this
development 2 _grave threet to tho working class but to the muling
class also. Because the workting class and its allies, the masses,
will rosist the reduction of its liberties and its stantard of live
ing. In a nonecxpanding econowy class lines stratify in a hard way
and the gap -betwean tho classes widens. <+his leads to an assault
. property and the. institutions of property. :

It is our business te orsanize tkis assault om the basis of
real and actual data in hand, Yle knew that there is time befare
the deseent -of tpo "palice state" if this is to be the Fate of mane
«ind, e do now live in a "demecratic interlude." liarxists kave
‘but one responsibility im the situation; that is to wse this
"demoeratic intorlude’ for the purpezc ef orcanizing the masces te
Ftruggle 50 -that the interlude will end in socialimm and. neot in
a "police state.," Should a "palice state% really appesr in the
Jest, the ilarmists wili not, and should not be allewed to console
tremselwes with o "We t0ld you so," The maszses of ths world are in

"thedr present plight at least in part because riany of those who
call themselves lMarxists have been contont merely to pour forth gew
batehes of theories ¢~d predictions pvery so aften, but notaiag
- mord, There is ore mew stage timt we rust nat bosome the rroponents
.- 6f: the arm-chair stage-of claas struggle.
o ~ _ : ' .2:2.3)
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The rrreat tasliz ahead in Burcpe, that is continental Europe,
is still nati.onal liber’atlo*n- the right of all the historic .nf-
. tions to detorminn the ir ovm destinies and go their, several ways in_ ...
peace. To be free from molestation, invasicn end 1*:11?-\,1:'191131: op=-.
pression. The big nations are not alone in these offenses; the
" little lr'pemalists such as -Italy, Bulzaria, et al, are nou suilt=
"1ess, The monstrous and brutal. fora*r of The Hetherlands into In-
“donesia in the iInterest of its poal“lns.‘nr‘lng pietistic merauding
borurgeois:.e. The bullying and pe fldious action of En-land in
~assembling its armed forces for defnnse azainst Isrecl. The smash-
4ng of cne swall mation after the other by the piant bully on the
‘East s Rus ia, The demand of forme» fescist Itely that she be given
back“her" colonies in Africa. Little Belrium waxing fact again
on the blood, sweat end tears & the Belgian Congo, Englend ¥rithe
‘@rawing from India with traditional by ish hypocrsy. Yust as
though the world did not know +that she could not hold on any longer
‘and  that furthe rmo*'e Indie is too close to Ruscia, It is better to
‘pear "the white man's burden" in Dbleck 4frica. To squogze out the
 lagt. ounce of imperielist "‘I’Cflt before Africa too looks "i;.’co th
book" ‘and reads about freadmr1 end liberty. :

" Japen 1is ruled by an Amernican ganaﬂal -Zagt Germany b the
Stalinist GPU. +lest Germawy by brisish, Arerican and French geneorals,
There are. those =10 say *hat the ‘2rmioss of the ¥eshern Bloc should
-remain in CGermsny sO lon;, as the Rucsian frmy is there. Prople vho have
this point of view apparently forget that the U.l, aruy is not in
. Ggroeny at the invitation of tIs Gdruen pecple, Lt is our bounden
duty, nos only as ilarxists but also asz decent uman beings, to demand
the retwn of every forelgn soldier to his ovn national soil; to
tele the conguering armiecs off the backs of the Gsrman and Japanese

‘fpeople.f To say thah we want our arwy to stay there to keep the

=+ “HEnssian army out 1s uB;el to say thet we r*’e*‘r‘r oyr :meerlwlists

“s td the Rass:.an imp ists This is rea,L 7 a “nev stege" of larxe

.- 1sm. : ’ ) o L

‘:Ie re“nain the chaunions of frendom, lib“I‘uy and nations 1], ine
2 d’epenience le apply this to all the colonicl peoples and the na=
‘;".5'- ticns of Eurcoe and «sia. To the e:tent thes our volce can carry

" we c¢all upon the toilers cf all 'Q‘ne imperialist. countries to stand
up and refuse to bs begriled into. improving their econecnic position
at the e*’p anse of the an@ssod 8"1" cnslaved peoples in the colonies,
This epplizs particu larly to the workers in tha U. S, vhe are in

- duty. bounu to resist the invi w.tlon of imerican. :L"pc*‘i £1ism that we
eut, clothe and housc oursclves ab t erpense of the Eu"’or\aan masses
- of the cnlo 1i2l masses, - _ T . .

-~ .f &

3

‘. Thore is ferment among tho colonizl slaves 2ll over the vorld,
" This erment was stimulated during tho war not cnly by the Jcrmocrot-
. 4c uttciences of the Greet Poweda but also by tihwe dovolonrnent’ of in-
‘dustrial production in tka colonics for var purposes, “Pho sinrle
.. - faet of the increase in income 2nd gtanda rd of 11”11’10' has had the
'g“ ~effect -of impelling natives to increasc their domands for indeépgid-
~ence or for greaber rarticipation in the pcrv:rnmont of the calony.

’ 1.2.3';-
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This upsurge of nation2lism must bhe supvorted and encoursged.

The "unrest" in the Far East, liddle East, the Near East,
Africa and the lest Lndies, especially in the present unsteady world
situation is no egned omen for the big or little imperialists, It
is not possible for tie "mother country" any longer to use the
colonics merely as suppliers of raw materials, as markets for "home"
menmufacturers (including junk emd shoddy) and man-power for the armies
of the oppressor. The colonial pecple will demand a higher and
higher price for tleir participation in tle ventures of the "mother
country," : :

It is one of the atrocities of imperialist war that it is
meinly during such- ergies that the imperialists pay attentlon to the
material development of the colonies end to tie material and intellec-
tual needs of the people. Such solicitude,of cowrse, is predicated '
upon grim necessity end is limited to the minimum which will produce
maximum results. This procedure has continued after the war, To-
day "development" companies of Americen, British and Portuguese ime
perlalists are concentrating on Africa, It is clear from the trend
of these- post-war activities tlat the Yestern imperialists, particu-
larly. Englandand the T.S., interd to concentrate on Africa as the
last field of operations. This fabulously rich continent cannot
enly supply.billions in wealth and men for years to come but it is
e safe refuge from attack by Russia, This is not tiwe of the East.
They plan also for “frica to become a safe jumping (ff point, far
ths real combat areas of TBurope and the East,

- As the colonial pecples are drawn more and more into this net
of vorld impericlism in which they are expected to play a role pre-
scribed by their imperialist masters, they will begin to understand
tlat they can have no genuine interest in tle schemes of the
capitalist oppressors. Their eyes will be opened %o the weaning of
national freedom and Iindependcnce. They will begin to understand
that the land anéd everything in it is, and hy right should he,
theirs, It is this consummation,oi course, which the usurping im-
perialists will seek to avold just as they at the same tire will be
seeking to avoid a like dovelopment among the masses at home, and
any rapniochement betwesn their ovm proletariat and the oppresscd
of t® colonial areas,

*

.

It is nececssary to emrhasie that the clash of imperialist
intercsts is not confined to the man struggle vhich goes on today
betvieon the ‘lestorn Bloc and the Fussian Bloc. There is a market
lack of harmony among the countries of the United Hutlons group.
This rcsults not only from old historic antagonisms such as between
France and Germany but £lso from the changed confisuration of world
capitalism. England whic h was once the big creditor nation is today
liquidating its investments in the U,S. for use in rebuilding its
domostic economry. The J. S, which as latc as tlhe baginning of the
First ljorld /ar fourd it naocessary to have its cormerce carricd in
British bottoms and to play socond fiddle to British finance capital-
ism, i3 now not only the vorld's brsad basket and mamfacturer but
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. also the biggest of all the vorld's parmbrokers ard loan sharks., ¥
i oL . ‘i,l'
~ .The U.3., has its E7P anl its proposal for e Atlantic De fense L
_Pact which is the usual impericlis? eupacrisn for gettine ready to en- z
< gege in another imperialisk slauzhter, /e oppose U, S. inp~rialism
. in g1l its espects end phases. ‘e strugzle azeinst the "old" ime .
. - perialism and the "new' imperielisn. ‘e -do not however equate the i
- BRP with the Atlantic Pact. To do so is merely to say thet "ir- A
. parizlism is irperialism®-and let the matter end tlere. iz begin ‘.
. by saying that the ERP is part end parcel of the nlans of U. Se . .-h

oo 1mperislism'for'dominatiOn of te vorld, The forrulgticn in the Co
. pesolution of tl» Netional. Committee that "it is not correct to o
° view the iarshall Plen as being w»rimerily or essentiallY a nlan for
economic ald %o Eurcpe," is an subisuous and meeningless formalatioh,
I+ is not & “by-product" nor is is "incidental' as the NU resolution
asserts. Unless one is engaged in & dlscussion of the psycholczy of
i~ the bourgeolsie, or its motivesh t!en 1t i3 necessary to ssy that

" the Harshsll Plan is "primerily’ and "essentially" a plan for econom-
. -7 ic gid to EuroDe,'—"We_are not concerned end hold thet the Turopean
. yworkers should not be concerncd with ths motives of the irerican
 imperialists. We now vhat they are end evaery worker in Enrcpe
should have knovm before he read the mechanistic ard barrcn resolu-
" tion of the JC. ‘ :
. The U.S. has to and must give economic ald %o Eurone., This aid
rmsd be given to Earors not only as a berricr a-ainst ©“talinisnm L.

.but also azainst eany thresat of the macses to tain things into thelr

" own hanls, Also it mey turn cut to bo the case that the ERP is a

- 'good stabllizer for the Arerican cconomy., Ths U,3, ruling class
__with all its ready wealth, even if tlere wers no Shelinist threat,

. would cartainly bs stupid to sit quiletly and let Europe goO O~

¢ - pletely to row, that agvamtage would this be to vorld cepitalism?
. This is only another way of sayim that the Marshall Plen is "primari-
- - 1y" and “essentially" a plan for econcmic &id %o Eurcre, _

. It is primarily economic aid because that is *hat Eurcps has
pe=n getting. They have actually received billions of dollars in
food, supplies and equipucrt., Trer have ecaten the rood, wuwned the .
“fuel, planted the. seed anc actually constructod ard equipred fac-

- tories., The HC contention would ale sense only if ths U
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 promised end hed semt nothing, But i% is A fact that ot e

ths first 4 months, 403 billions nad beon allecabnd to Turore, TO

be more ccnerete, we name tio follaring: food, 335 million; " fucl, i
174 million; mnctals, 80 million; fertilizer, foed and se3ds, £ ; L b
millione € insist thet this is "primarily® eccnovic aid., 1S 1s ;
also, frcu the U.S, side, "...thc implementation of the Tyuman war b
doctrine e - . v . }L

< Phis ecomomic aid had produced results. Industrial outrut 2as L
" fnersazsed in the ERP countrics and tle stendard of living o tite B
‘peovls has risen. Tho irportant countries have noi moasind their 3
~ ppa-iar lovels in production and consummtion bus tlews es nena _ W
TYig imsrovement. e only cite this in dorenatration OF Du “mrvrbone =
“ gion Lhat tro ERP has beon "primarily" ard "essentially' econoniler v ‘
oo . . : -7 . % ",_i

- The defenders of the NC resolution pose vhet they scem £0:bee
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lieve is the clincher for their position: since when is it the
business of Marxists to advocate the rebuilding of capitalism? Ve
do not belisve that it is the business of Marxists to advocate the
rebuilding of capitalism. Ve believe that it i1s the business of
Marxists to advocate the destruction of capitalism. Ve do not be-
lieve, howvever, that the European vorkers can destroy or even defend
themselves from canitelism or imperizlism, armed only with empty
bellics, emaciated bare fists and sitting amid the ruin and rubtle
of their bombed cities, Ve do not believe the workers of Eurcpe can
accomplish this even %f they are armed with the rcsolution of the
NC:and the assurance tnat here in fmerica the larxist moverient
stands vith them in their distrust, suspicion and hatred of the de-
signs of American capitalism on their aut onomy," The European vork-
ers should distrust the U.S, But vhat has that to do with their take
ing the ERP aid and doing everything to get more?

L]

The European economy will be rcbuilt to a certain extent, .In
some countries it will be extzndcd past its pre-war level. The WP
will not be asked fa an opinion, no% even by the workers of Europe.
On this quostion the handful of Karxists in the warld will keep their
mouths shut if they -are serious llarxists, Vhy? Because capitalism
will be.rebuilt or Europe will remain a wasteland. That is, unless
labor takes pover today. Let those who arc prepared to tell the
Furcpean workers to riake a bid for power today, step forwvard, The
Europcan economy will bo rebuilt or Europe will continue to stand
in tHe bw»zadline, with cup in hend for U,.S, charity, /e do not be-
lieve thet such a condition is conducive to resisting U. S,
"designs.' - SRR : : ‘

One bHig problém today is to prevent the paupcrization of the
world; +to kecp millicns from stervation. Those who trecat this
gquestion 1lightly from their high "socialist" towers do no sorvice
£o the edvance of socimlist idcas, This is a far bigger problem
than vhat kind of agrcemants the cepitalist governmonts of Europe
sign with imperialist United States. The U.S. as set its terus for
giving aid to Europe, The terms are thosc of a fat imporialist
money lender vho is constrained to observe certain democratic pro-
cedures because of the concret: verld situation., For instancc the
U.S. vas forced, with Fussia standing by, to comait horself not to
interfere in the inner life of the ERP countrics. They had to do
this bécausc this is the very charge which this country makes against
Russia, Will the U.S, scck to violate this agrecment? Of course:
novr covertly, latcr openly.

Our contention is, however, tha% the U.S. cannot forcc its will
on Eurcpe, . The Buropcan workers if they organize themsclves properly
can have a great deal to say and do ezainst U.S. encroachnecnts. They
con teke she aid end still do this. JNobody can stop them., It is
not the ERP which is rctarding the development of the Europearn revolu-
tion but the lack of a rcvoluticnary.prolctarian leadership.

Purthermorc, it is the business of Armcricon Marxists, if the
torms of the ERP arc too harsh, to organizc and rally thc prolctariat
in the U.3. &zainst the government and azainst U.S, inporialism. The
Marxists in the U.S,, horcever, having virtually no influcncce vith the
masscs, con do nothing of the sort. Ve can do nothing tanginrle to
aid the Europcan mass s either ot home or abroad,

SR 2235
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It is therefore incurbens on us to exercisg a 1little modesty in the
giving of advice and in the proclaiming of our ERP intransigence,

Yie belive thaet tls U.S., with nine times the per capita incone

of the rest of the werld: should eive far wore than has been allotted,

The “rerican worlers should den:and that mere be given and that there
snould be no political sirings etuached The werking class in the

. TD.S. should oppose all 1wo°r1alist designs ©f their counsry, includ-
.- ing ERP 1mn=r1a113ﬂ. Heither thei_nor wo the LarnlvtS) shoule oe
mgeinst the economic aid nrcvisions O tne TiPe W& ShOUl(, &8 boSt
‘We can, acstemps to rally che Torksrs &oainst military aid. e should

not be influenced by the childish and naclflsu rotion that the LEIP
rebuilt factories w;ll ba used to.warufacturs var material and
supplics. Of course they will, Yust as in-the U.S. But we have

not heard any proposals from the enti-ZAFers that no nore factories be

“built in tre U.S. Ye are for econcmic aid and against the militery

armlna of Europe,:

The ?nronns aovernmpnts must take the aid from the U.S. The
Europﬁao worimsrs can ao_unftnias shous _it. 10t now. +ney rust take

. Xhe €id end abt the same tim? ne “ﬂalnsn 1uonr1vli w., If they are

presented with soresrents to sien dosiged asainst thelr infiepencence,

¥Fey VAill heve to_sign bhei, ,*°Zs 15 iho T.rice they &nd Le pay Lor
alloyinz irmerialism to exist7in Lo WOrLle. Tris- is--bac-revard of | .
Teakness. ~—his 1s not the rirsg Tine the veakx have had to anUit to
the strong. IThis is not th first time that the masses nave found,
tiemsclves powcrlzsk in thp grip of imperialism, R
 Whether "European socialists" support thelr govornments or not in
slgning the EAC is of only QChOluSulC importance. iﬁovﬂwc the~

‘European socialists? Ukere ara they and vwhet are tiey doing? Ll
most all of them are supporting the EP. And far the \ronv r“asons.
7jal of them have sold themselves .£o fazsia and the other ”-1f to the

"U.S. They dc not represent the tollors.

- - 1Vle say again that thc European masses are cnught in the imperial-
ist vise, Thev Iust escape hut the“ need time. *h3y necd &
Ybreathing gpell” and a long onc. ¥Thoy neced food, clothin end

shelter., They necd jobs ord vazos. They ncod ovrranizations ccocnomic

ard FOl‘ulCﬂl. Thevy rmet have tims, The Harxists in the U.0. c&n
help them. He con accept Our rnsnonsihility fowoopsenizing the
Arerican proletisiss LU T058Cs bne_Orkers O ZUrer> DY 0O INA |
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- Tuis statommt of Shachtments dons not sguare with the TC resolu-
tion, ‘But we lot that pass. It is or chould be no surprisc to
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Shachtman that he found no supporters of American imperialism in
Europe., Englishmen and Frenchmion have not boeon tradit ionally sup-
porters of other imperialisms, I dzre say.thet Shachtman found many
" Europeans ready to support ticir ovm imperialism. WYhat is siznifi-
cant about Shachtman's statement is what hc found out about the
attitude of tke Europeans, They are against American imperialism
but willing to take the loves and the fishes: e arc going to get
food and cconomic assistance." That is all wc arc advocating; that
they get the economic assistance represcnted in the ERP. After that
they .run their business to suit themselves;. no mattor what asrece
ments they have signed. *h3 European workers should refuss to be sub-
servient to their own imperialisms, to their own ruling class or to
U.S. impcrialism. hey carry on the class struggle, irrecspectilve

of the intenticns, the designs or the plans of the U.S. or of the
commands of the ERP top officialdom, If they have economic gricv-
erices which arc not satisficd they strike,- When the U.3. sceks to
interfore in the internel lifc of their country they refuse to coop-
erate., ‘hen and if the U.S, begins its program of militarization

in Buropc the workers fight azainst end demonstratec asjainst it. They
demand that the foreign troops be removed from thelr coyntry. They
do not pormit thomsclves to be bribed by the ERP aid. ‘heir ruling
classes will be bribed. They will rcsent Amerigen impcrialism ‘
bncause they favor thoir privatc lmporiallsm. ‘he workers, however,
must carry on the class struggle.

The NC resolution is a dodge; it slides around taking a posi-
tion on the ERP. It takes a strong position ageinst fmorican ime
perialism." ~It has no program for the European workers. It merely
tells them that socislism is the only cure. Ye who havc failed to
make any 2ppreclavle headway sgainss Uy S. imperialism tell the
-European workers to jump over their own hcads: give a "categorical
no" to the U. S. impcrialists; have principles, :

The Eurcpcan vorkers should not oppose their governments tak-
ing the ERP ald., <Tooy should call on labor in the U.S3. to do its
duty by them and hold off the jmpcerialist bloodhounds., Thc KC re-
‘solution is strangely silent on this point. Thero are two rcasons
for this., First, the supporters of the wsolution arc cmbharrassed
- by the fact that the Party has no influcncc in the fmorican working
class. Therefore they content themselves with giving meaningless
advieco to BEurope. The other rcasen is that this rcsclution is_really
not a rocsolution cn the BRP. 41t is primarily a piccce dealing with
roal, ollcgcd or fucure social-patriotisnm in the Party on the pert
of thosc wno bclicve or who may come to belicve that pbourgrools—
democ-otio U.S. should bc supportcd against Russia in the var,
Specifically the rosclution was written at Erbor and Gorrott,

The NC has only succocded in mixing o dish of scctarian hash,
It will not bec a dotorront to social-patriotism nor is it on analysis
of thc EEP. ~

The contresting imperialiswm to that of capitalism today is
Russian impcrialism. The Party hes already adopboed basic positions
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““on tho naturo of Stalinism.. Thor: is no roason for any rovision

7. of.tho. zoneral enslysis wmede in tho rssoluticns adopted by tho 1944,

-~ ©'-jg9a4-end 1946 convontions of the Party. #hat we say horc ppocgeds:
~-from the basic analysis ‘contained in thosc rcsolutjions, e

-4t Tha. maén« discussion around S:zlinism todaey flows from the
. .success of Stalinisu in Czochoslovakia, and from the throat of -

= #galinist- successcs in other countrics to thec icst,. Ecnozs of this

. discussion appvar in tre rcsolution of thg PC in its cdiscussion:

“of tho burgaucratization of canitelism., Yho-infercnce that imst be
dravm f£ror the rcsolution is the incvitadble victery of burcaucratic
‘&olloctivism bocause wic aro told that "In th: looming war botwoon

U Mpogtorn imperialism am 3talinist imporislisn, the victory of the

¥ - former can bo echloved by it only by intensifying prccisecly those

- ~tepdcncios whickh push if In tho o jraction of its emmy," If wo can

| ..updsrstand the Erglish languagc this cen only m.an that tho U.3.,, for
- = pxsmble, ocan only win tho war with FRussia by beeoming itsclf a bhurcau-
“ . cratic: collgctivist state. - That is, unless there is prolstorian
ypevolubion. - Since wrolstaricn revelubion is not 1likoly unless the
“yrar 48 put off a lonz time, thon tho vrospoct is that at the closo

‘. of the war tis ilest will Do burceucratic collcctivist.

~ . - TPHis assusption on the part of thc PC 1s totally unfounded and.
‘wnnccessary. it is not nccessary so oxplain or prodict -wartiwmo ' '
tightening of govornmert controls, It is not necessary So_Jjustify
the position of tho Party-tnet capitalisn is in declinc. It is not
nceossary in order to domonstrate that warms a political content
“and that it is not mevcly a contoat-to_dctorming vhich side can
cproduce morc guns, tanks and plenos. 4t is unfoundcd bocausc tic PC
""" has not and cannot producs any cvi donce t0 support its position,  Its.
.. attempt at justification would pass only ameng children or scardd

- gld ladies, ‘hat is “tro PCls proof again? - There is a- "war cconomy,”
.. - puracucratization,” "burcaucratic nlanning ," "doclining standard

I~ of 1iving in tho midst of ffull erivloyment? for war nrocductions” - _,
i This is the only proof that the Vest will go burcaucratic collcctivist. °
~~It 4is slrocady on _it§_.:',ra3r<tb that crd. e would also 1lik> 0 lnow
'-'just vhero 'is this 'declining standard of living in the nidst of
© Yeull efploymentt..." Fidthermore, it is nccossary it socnus to dne
- form the PC that tho "full crployment" which we lmov shous vas
- paused. ot by war production but vy poacatime nrodaction, -It-ig "7 o
- well=lmo'm that production sinec ths closc of the war has hcéon prée= :
- domirantly civilisn pvcoductions At the hime .this is teing written
wartime procuction hes not gotton under way,. :

- Also ve would rike to ask, vhat is the purpose of thc quoiation
P i

_merle around the vords “full cuploymert! in the TC. resolution?  Is
- 4t the PC!'s position that theorc is not full omploymont?, - ‘

-'fjo -will prodict thas thoro vwill be no neod for any harzhor

o o

‘- measwrcs £-Or tho prosscutipn of the war. arainst fussia than for the
war ageinst Goertany. In all prdebility fheora will bo 1losz.of a

. tcndcney avay fiom bourgrols-domocracy 1a the fnssisn eror tifPn dn

odnst last. o Pirst, the govornmont end the rulint class vill wronably
practice tho bourge ois-dcmoerat ic virbtues with meticulous carc,

Mot :losz, but incroascd bourgsois-dolwcracy will bocomoe sn idcologicesal

.'and thercfore a military nocessity.. LIf there is any "policc statc"

. tendeney 1t will como after tho uar ard not baforc or during the oo
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course nf the var. “Burnauc*atwnatlo ‘and theo vest of tre PCls

~catalogue of wocs arce "preciscly” not "the social ppeﬂequlsiteg for : *
‘gearing capitolism towerd viectiry iIn the threctencd war," Thr rcal 1
socizl prer :quisites arc morce and not loss of the practice o hour- : %

geois-dcxocfacy. £nd this is p ceisely” vhat is tading nlzcc ond net o
!hat the PC recsolution indicatos, _ , ) v ¥
‘ urthor;ovu, 1t is improbable that rc~1"" tation will bc neces- , 'é
sary-to swing the nmasses bohind their govcrﬂw«nts 1n the war h
ﬂrrainst Kmssia, It is certain that tho PC resolution will rnot help o
: to-enlizhtcn ond dlssuade the massos. Tho war.against Russia is )
. 1likcly to be a more popular var than the war esainst Gerwany,., Zven 1
.:the PC rcsolution may aid in this, In no counwa of the West is there E
eny movoment on tho part of the lahor movement, for i tarnce, to e
oppeso the vrar proparations. On the contrary, the 1=9talinist
ergznized 1abor movement in every countr" is 1in~ng un with its
.go& rnaunt and ruling clﬁss in tho “nti-‘uesig drive,

i,

The masgsses of the wo*ld nocd $0 be cducsted as o vhat buvcau-
cratle collectivism 1s ond what Stalinism as e rnoliticnl s“"*nm ise -
~-Despitc tho 26 year old proparsande of the Petsxylut“ nmevoient, net
vuch has bten accoxollshoa.,,Tuh masses continue to zo ovour to
Stalinism , or to opposc Stalinism in 2 resctionary way., - hillcve
that in part this nas boeon .due bo the "”ratskyist“ cnnosition to
 Stalinisn. a?puarinw t0 ths werksrs as just a casc of th,'“nuts“ try-
ing to get. his would be the casc particulariy in the T.3.
’Where'the‘vorkers ares accustomed to campaigns of vclltxchl 2erast
- carricd onbetveen two oppdsing grours, one outb and one in,

Thérc 1is a very proscnt dang r tcday that the ans Suolianist
- education of tho masscs will be dsrailed by the cr.“tiﬂn of tic no-

tion of Stalinist 1mrrcgnabllitw or by the notion which has bheen
advanocd_in ‘tho Partr that the Sta linlstS'are likely to be succssse .
ful bocdusc they con offer sorwcthing to tho. mascos ond capitallsa
cen not, This pesition is. baSOd, of course, on thc nosition that
Stalinism 1s anti-capitalist, Stalinism is antl-capif~list but
it docs not follow frem this feot that tho workors e foile. the
‘Stalinists do so for this rcason. It is uncucstionahls thot vhore
‘they ero not dragooned into the Stadinist ecmp thel” oo there bocouse
the* beliave that they will rc 001v some benefits from =0 doing, -

iS, noiover, in itsclf doss not rmran even thet the 2ullt or thase
wo“kc"s is 01the“ untl-ccniualiSU'or p*o-bt :linist,

':I‘ 1s exce cdingly ”lsky to sag, for instoncsz, whas happened in
Czochoslovakia znd why. -We do not havc the neccssary 1nf3"matw0n.,
It sces, hawever, that therc is a nore narkcd "tendency” among th i
masses -to suvnvert the hou: gbois-dw“ocrutlc imperiaiists than the - ' g
Stalinist 1m*ori 1ists, It is our opinion that this thLlan'Wl;l N =
Incrnosc. .

There is a aancer too that in the eves of the Porty, Stalinism- .
will Become the mnin danzer in the world., There is wore thin a Lo
hint of this in tho convontien resolutions of the IC. In’ r‘ct, :
soms of thosc vho are concerncd lest there be "compromise with
sociel-dorocratic notions," er with ‘reconcilirtien to fmericen in-
perialism,” thomsclves bocoms promdters of th;s notion in thodir
cn'tlysis of Stalinism, o _ . : 11_39
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e Capitalist 1mnerialism and nos otalinist 1ﬂper1alism is the
main ‘enemy. It is unlikely thkat lussia will be the victor in the

» cOming war, It is ezactly because Uestern imperialism is the prob-

" able victor; which moans world hegemony, for a time, by the U.S,

- The defeat of Fussia would open up nore territory and more mlllions :
: for ‘capitalist exploitation. Thi's can certainly not be conceived B

‘as a victory for the. masses of the world, WYorld ‘capitelism can de- j*%
feat Russia for the same reasons that it defeated Germeny end Japan: a

a predomlnance of the necessaries of war and the political superiori-

ty of the bourg@ois-deﬂocratlc nations. There will not be the deser-

~tions from the ranks of the- oourgeois-devocrats tiat we may expect.

“from fthe ~ussian farces, Russia is a police state nov., It is not

- in & 8% ate of tendency, or cevelopment toward, Is there cnyone.

who uill expect the hundreds of thousands in the Russien slave labor

-camp"*o go right on slaving curing fhe war without revolt? Will

“the millions in the new democracies’ continue as today donile or

_suppressed? Is there anyone s0 enamored of his eﬂch4talorloal re--

. seerches as not to see and unferstand this? For all the lest, there-
?fore,it is capitalist 1wp°r1allsm nhich is the main. enemy.

TVThere are those who grlpped by fear at the real and allered
“streng hlof RUSSla{ become the proponsnts of the theory of the sup-
‘port of "democracy" over against totalitarianism, The real error of
“these pGOplc does not lie so nuch in their support of bourgeolse
“democracy over against totelitariinism, but is far deeper. Their.
real error lies in thoir. lack. of understarnding of, or their rejection o
of the wholse fleld of theory and praﬂtice covered by the expressions DS '
felass’ soc iety" ard "class struggle. -They poison the workers o
‘with their social-chauvinist notions and make it extremely difficult
~for the liarxists- to make headvay against the imperialist warmakers,
The PC resolution will not help bdut only ﬁlVG‘aﬂa ‘and confor*vuo the
*def&nders of the support. of "the,Tatherlaﬁd. The socisesl-patirlots
‘see’ the everlastinsg flovering of bourgeois-democracy while the sup-
porters of the PS5 reso1u ion teXl us tnat bourg eols-deuocracy has _
*already comoletod 1+s course ‘end that the i'poli.ce state" is upon us.

v A central question iﬁ the a;scussion of S*&llﬂlsm uonaw is vhe-~ RO
'ther or not Stelinism can "set the vorkers in motion, The cuestion N
“asks whes her or not 1t 1is ponsible for the 3talinists, for itussia to - =~
-inspire & socialist struggle in the ranks of the working class and
lead the workers into a working class struzgle ezainst capitalisi,
“This -uestion hss alrcady been answered in the necetive by our
’analvslu~ol Btalinism as contained in the Party resoluticns on this R
subjecet, The question is really only a tecpic for eaac&txenal‘ﬁas~ s -
.gussion, ‘lihether or not the & t&ll“l t8 can set vorksrs in 1ou10n :
in & soeialist way, in a revolutionary way, ‘against capibelisu is
not really tle ianor ant question today. “:hat is important is hov

‘a totalitarien despotiqn like Stalinism can succeed in ~eining con-
“¥rol of masses o worksrs and re;xaentlnn them in the intercst of the ;
~bureaucracy. To say that the Ssalinists can accouplish uhﬁ thoy. o
did in Czechoslovaiia because bu“oa ratic collectivism is an®tie- : :
_capluallst is to mive far too: much,”ﬂl tht to the ideolocical ‘1Cﬂent.
Also, this theory locks at the mass onfaﬂers, including the
mp011tlcdllf developed European vorizers, in on idealized way. The
‘workers are. not.so advonced that thoy o consciously to Dgalinism
‘becausc thny are congciously anti-chpis talist. The. utallhlubu are .,
.Acillful.and cunning bureauvcrats. Tneir conguest of ‘a, country bezins.

2240 . | e




;55_

mamy months before the act is revealed to the world., 4#n example is
the new Berlin City Council. This Council .is really the nucleus of
"a larger body to be formed later -~ 1f and when the Stalinists
should move to take over tle whole of Germany., The final act is a
coup dletat with no resistance because there is no force to organize
- the resistance. '

This leads to a consideration of Stalinist nationalization,.
This needs considerable clarification just as the concept of "workers
state” had to be clarified., Stalinist netionalization needs a new
tern for its edequate and accurate description. VYhile it is true
that nationalization has always meant to be taken over by the state
or to become the property of the state, the term did not arise in
con..ection with totalitarian states. In bourgeois society vhere
the notion of nationalization arose, it has alvays heen considered
an expansion of democracy, a movement avay from class or private
centrol of whatever was proposed for nationalization., Whatever was
nationalized cecsed to be private property and became public proper-
ty. Nationalization was considered 2 "progressive" step. But no
one considers Stalinist nationalization as progressive. It is con-
sidered rcactionary by all outside of the Stalinist ranks and the
‘panks Of their apologists. Ve would not call for "nationalization
under workers control” in any Stalinist dominated country. lie do.
in the U. S. \ ‘ - '

This means that we mmst cease to speak of "hationalization" when
describing the Stalinist process of making private property into
state property. Ve coild say "bureaucratic collectivization,"

¥hile it is true that Stalinism has a theory, an ideology,

this must not be given undue emphasis, Stalinism is anti-capitalist
because the Stalinist burcaucrats found an anti-capitalist situa-
tion, an anti-capitalist economy already creceted and at hand to be
grabbed and prostituted by tlem. The anti-capitalist complexion of

talinism is somewhat fortuitous. The Stalinists are not in prin-
cipled opposition to capitalism. It is more profitablc and more
convenient f£athem to be anti-capitalist, They are anti-capitalist
for reasons similar te those which make a bourgsois a defender of
capitalism. The bYourgeois éraws his suppart ond his povrer from the
exploitation of the worker in his system (capitelism). The Stalin-
ist draws his support and power from the exploitation of the worker
in his system (burcauwcratic collectivism)., There is thocrefore no
reason for the Stalinist bureaucracy to go over to capitalism,
£hat is, so long as Russia remains an independent country. Tnere 1s
no rcason to believe that the Stalinist bureaucrats woulad hesitate
£0 embrace cepitalism if faced with a choice betveen capitalism and
destruction. If Stalin is faced with defeat in the war he will be
emenatle to being "bourgeoisified" or bourgcois-democratized,

Because of its anti-capitzlist nature, Stalinism is forced to
appeal to the prolctarict ard to the masses. Stalin found himself
with o "“rorkers state with buresucrotic distortions," He cxtended
the distortions and turned the wakers stote inte 2 bureauc ratic
statc bosed on the collectivized property. Here azain the Stalin-
ists have no principles which impcl them toward thke prolctariat,
Thore have been timos whnen the simulated working class orientation
of Stalinism has been vory cmbarrassing to the Kremlin, This has
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alyays been the ‘oceasion of & "risht turn." For instance, during .
thé war this anti-capitalist burzéucracy saw f£it to defend capitalilsm,
even a-~inst ‘such mild dntractors as the liberals and the Socialist

" Perty. Stalirism tco has its contradictions,

- Stalinism is force; barc brutc fores, stark end ruthless, It
 is terrorisiic and addicted to frame-up tochniques end procedures.
Its 1idoolozy is fabricated on demand to fit the nceds of tho moment.
- It falsirfies historys It can be cxtremely nationalistic. It is a

' dictetorshin which elevates a chosen few to economic cmincnce, out
also a dictatorship which increescs in numbers until it rosts heavi-
1y on the whole country. <4his is the only significant way in which
Stalinism end Hitlerism arc “syrmetrical phenodmena,"”

.. It is bocause it is a dictatorshir, & bureaucracy enc a regime
nurtured and sustaincd by brute force, stecalth, éissimulation, crgfti-
' ness, slavery and murder, that tho btaelinists have bren eble %o, es-
-tablish their hegemony in the. rclatively diminutive Ezst European
countrics. Theso qualities arc the primary factor in ths success of
Stalinism. OStalinism today does not appeal to genuincly advanced
. workers. Advanced workors, as a rule, who adhore to Stalinism are
- either Stalinist "politicals” or workers vho have accepted tgalinist
“bribes., Tho masses who wmarch in tho Stalinlist parades are vjorkers
end pocsants who ere distraught with poverty.or immorancc or who fecel-
ing ~that there is no alternative, choasc to hs part of the Stelinist
front, Before eny Marxist condeomns tho Tast Buropean worlzers for this
i1t would be the decont thing for such Marxists to place thsmselves at
the disposal of thosc workcors and af their eide; or iF decaling with
the problem fropm afar, at least provide them with some sort of tang-
ibls altcrmative, o ' R ~

_ ‘It is nocessary in closing our discussion of Stalinism to say
something on tho Party anti-Stulinist propagenda, The "Trotskyist
movement (VP and Si/P) have beon liading ezports on ftalinism for 20
years. ii¢ have been tho most intransigont, irwrcconcilail: and un-
.compromising of the world'!s anti-Stalinists, Porhars a na jor portion
of our propezanda has been dovoted to Stalinism. To datc, horcver,
the WTrotskyist? movement has not riadc e visible dont in Stalinisms
.Not only this, but we havc not bscn anls to profit politically and
organizationally by our anti-Stelinist politles, '‘e havc not bcen
ablc to convincc worlkers that we are objecetive in our anti-Stalinism
or that it is not a "“famil¥ quarrel,' or that ws would bc any botter
if wo were “in powor.," ' ' ‘ . '

Onc rosson for our failurc miszht be. that we havs bacorme too much
the professional anti-Stalinists, lurthormoro, we have fousmht the
Stalinists usually only in a literary way in the colums of our
prass and from thke platform in our own msctings. Ve havewvnet suce
coeded in coming to grirs with the Stalinicts 1n the unions, In
.~ fagt, from time to time, thore hag beon a fendency %o try to get in-
to those plents end .loszals wacre "tlewe arc no Stalinists.” It will
be ncecssary for ‘the Party to give attontion to its enti-Btalinist
~propagenda, particularly noy that tho workers erc beginning definite-~

1y “to turn eway from the 2telinist party. In maxking a change 1t
“mizht bc woll to act with egrsator toldérencée toward thoso scduccd by -
ths Stolinists, to allow more time for vorkors to comc to an undor=-
standing of Stalinism and not scek to wake thom into anti-~Stalinists
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21l in one -day or one session. Purthermore, we have cast ourselves
In-the role of anti-Btalinist saviors but-we hare not been able to
impress many with our pover to save, ‘ie are so jealous of our role
as the original-anti-Stalinists that we are apt not to welcowme into
the anti-Stalinist ranks those who have come "lcte." :

-

- e

In the turmoil.-end uncertainty of today the worlkers of the
world have no place to go. Today it is possidle and necessary to
say with complete seriousness that “the present crisis in hunan
culture is the crisis in the proletarian leadership,” It is time
that every Marxist and every revolutionary faced this fact in all
‘humhleness, It is high time that all of us ceased from our insermin-
~able literary advice to the tollers of the world and gave our atten-
tion to devising practical ‘rays and msans to enter their ranks amnd
to achieve the conscious cooperation and allegiance of just a few
workers, if that is all that we cen reach. The lMarzists must begin
to thiniz more and more of practical everyday activity. The nasses
cannot wait for us to straizhten out every 7Vacet of doctrine and te
- get every theory impeccably and iipregnsably formulated. There is
enough theoreticel Marxism and enouch of current political writing
among the Marxists and revolubtionaries of the world to build the
most substantial orzenization the working class has ever 'morm.

What 1s lacking is intellectual and norel touzhness in the face of
the present assault on llarxismy the ability to step resolutely into
rractical organizational activity and %o stay there, and a grasp of
effectlve methous of propaganda, 7This apnlies to the i'P as to the
other "Trotskyist" eorganizations, e are weak and flabby - intellec-
tually, morally and organizationally. This means that theseé organi-
~ zations are weak and flabby politically, if this term is to mnan
anything more than the ability to write formelly correct resolutions,

tle assumeo that the resolutién of the PC attempts to deal with
this question. - But what do we get. A parade of new ani half-baked
theories combined with warnings about the bogey-men of scciala-
ratriotism. The meosses of the world "ask for brzad" and we "hend
them a stone," L : -

The pcoples of the world hawve faced the terrible fact of the
degeneration of the' Uctober fevcluticn, the savosery of the Hitler
period, the complsote distortion of tha teachines of !Merx end Lenin,
the flabby gyrations of Social-Damocracy, the ludicrous but tragiec
flep of tre Feurth International and, avove all, the sractacle of
socialism and comunisr beins carried on the slime-covered bonner
of Stalin., faced vith the a2lternatives - the Stalinist ranits or the
ranks 0 the bourgeois-democratic izrerizslists - millions o us
have wanctered off in either directior,

For twonty or mere vyoars Shore bhas been no other orzaniz ational
t . Thare is none today. Those working class partics in
h are not plainly banicmupt are particinating intosrally
2

> imperialist revelry, The Social-Democratic parties or cone
tinental Europe are in solid collaboration with ‘‘ashington or have
betrayed the people into tle huonds of Stalin. The British Labor
Party for all its Ygood works" is no less the defender of Britaints
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"~ the "primary" cause of the rreasent condition of the worlking class

+ “the messes away friom social-reformism. The Stalinist corruptlon -

. cals who rush to the fore with banners flying, in tho pre-war Aoyi3e
F Wie have secn in tvo 7orld wears nov ~that they 4o aftar the war beginte.

NF_ GO Sart L)

imperialist interosts than wags the party of the Tory Churchill, |
Churchill the Tory did not take oiffice to igit 4n at the liqudrddtion T
of His Liajesty's empire" end ce ither did the 'socialist! Attlees - R &
The Attlee=Bevin government’natiOnalizes‘ths coal industry and ese~ SN
;tablisheé'a’very,progressive‘msdical plen & oday but on. the morrow IR
prepares 40 "defend" the empire asgainst Israeli "aggression,”

- The peopls are cautht botween the Russian whip, American
hyprris;,andithefefforts of Britain to remain & going world eriplre.
: .It;15v1aleutojtalk_aboutjﬁhe "hatred” of -the -people for capitallsm

" or thelr desirs for socialism, uhat they "hate" d vhat they de-
sire are equally.vague. To the extent tnat their hates and Gesires
;o ane ¢leprly erticulated, they do not even have the facllity for -
~carrying them out, #nd today there is no one to help them. If the
Yar:ists do not gét”thLS“fifmly'fixad'in-their heads, we will also.’
contribute to the discomfiture end the avertual rout of the people,
Because if we do no% essimilate the lessons of the present stagné-
tion of HLarxism, we will be elther ster.le chatterers or adventuris-
‘tic and pompous demagogues. ' - - Y .

‘It is felse and mnob entiraly honest for the Marxists to say.that

. movement 1is’ the Stalinists and Stalinism, Twis 1s only true on &
- .wide world scale and in connectipn with the set Sack of the woriing -
" class because there were no rewolutions after October. This camnot

. be invdked,_hoWever,‘to‘explain:ﬁhe tremendous failure of the ‘

w“TrotskyiSt“ orcanizations to,gain,any,nqticeable influence in any

 ecountry .or the feilure of the mess Social-Democratic perties to lead

of Vctober and thelr VOrld;wide‘totalitarian»exploits do nct oli-
plain why the Herxian groups could not meke headvay vith the antli- '

" Stalinist militent workers, of whom there are millions,

. Ve are deaiing with the world es 1t is today. ‘e are attoupte
“ing to se=n the total sltustions. inslde anc outside the ssneral L
labor moverent, - The wer drums beat egein, the vecruiting sergesnts
epe 8% their posts, the apologists prepare thelr himns of hatc &nd
. the priests ere regdy to drone oub their prayers to trheir i:morial-
38t god, fcr the vietory of their own capltalist employers. We live
- in a period bearing @ rnsemblance to that of the UHynared Yrarls
. Var," Ve do not sprak of the social cpntent put of the cutrard re-
' ‘semblances: length, poriocs of "poace etc. We live in a period -
of victory without peaces. L c ; : .

. The working peorle of the world have a joh tc do znd only the
wvorkins people can do. this job, porfarm this task. If Shey do not e
“do the joy it will not be done. <LThevy can and must navs friends L i
and allies but tisy nust accept te responsibdility foo leading and™ - i
. “bearing the brunt of the task. Yoy cannot depend on the Yeriends .
- of labor® to hold-oub THop the falpr veebler has gonc. This is
particularly applicable %o the wmindle class irtelleetnals &nd radi-

~Also, these intellectuals are ameunable to Stalinist pressure,
Stalinist‘flattgry-and Stalinis briberys S :
One of the first tasks of the working peonle of the werld is ta

2244

v 1S g b4 2




r39-

Initiate a struggle against those nationalist tendencies which
divide.the workers of all countrics, For the German workers to de-
mand the removal of the armies of occupation from their country
does not mean that German workers are justified in entertaining
feelings of hatred for the workers of France, England and the U, S.
The British and French workers are in duty bound to reject the invi-
- tation of their ruling classes to join these ruling classes in
chauvinist attacks on the German workers, Labor in the U, S, must
never again be begulled by the shyster voice of our capitalists as
they seek our support for their high tariff measures, with the cry
of competing commodities made by "“cheap foreign lebor, " It is

the clear duty of the workers of the world to chrow off the shackles
of chauvinism of narrow petty-bourgeois nationalism and to orient
toward the world community of laboxr, :

It is necessary to emphasize certain responsibilities of the
workerg in the "white" nations. First their duty to the workers and
masses of non-white Japan, who are at present under the heel of a
foreign army of occupation.. ‘e must demand that this army be with-
drawn and Japenese national independence restored, These same work-
ers and their organizations, if they are true to genuine vorking
class ideals, will interest themselves in a workingz class way in
the plight of the non-white colonial masses 2ll over the world,
This will include particularly the millions of China and Africa,
These ‘colonial masses are the natural allies of the world proletari-
at as this proletariat struggles for its own liberation. The
~colonial slaves, however, can only play. the ir part under the leader-

ship and guidance of the "free" labor movements of the world, The
European workers have 2 responsibility toward the situstion in the
U.S, as it relates to the Fegro. It is their duty to prod the labor
movemert in the U.S, toward a correct. and more militant working
class attitude on this question, .

The working class of every country must divest itself of its
narrowness and its nationalistic and chauvinist prejudices. This
- means, of course, that the workers of all countries must deliver
themselves from the leading strings of their om bourgeoisie,
Support for all movements for national independence: European,
Asiatic and colonial, Support for the demand that the troops and
armies of the invaders and conquerors be removed, These are every-
where Objectively anti-imperialist demands. Against the dasigns
of one's om ruling class to viol te the national independence of
any other country, tc continue thes subjection of the colonial
peoples or to divide the working people of any country from.those of
any other country. : '

Effective and practical steps torvard thes> ends must be ini- :
tiated by the working class in tle U.S. ard by the American organized
lebor movement., The reasons for this should be fairly obvious, The
U.S. is the wealthiest of all the imperialist countries, It is
today the dominant imperialist and will likely remain so for the
duration of capitalism. Uashington is the world capital of i~
perialism. The U.S, must bhecomc the world center of the drive
against capitalism and imperialism, Labor in the U.S. must lead,

It rmst lead, not as now, by mercly echoing the State Department
and the Yhite House, but in an jindependent working class way and
with an independent working class program, American labor should
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take the lead and propose a charter of freedom for the workers and
toilers of the world. The first.step in this direction, of course,

1s for the American labor rovement to free itself from u. S. ime
perialism,

The call comes to the working people of the world, to all the
toilers everywhere; in the city,the countryside and the colonies to
gird themselves for thre assumption of leadership. ' Ve éo not ask
the colonial masses to walt but to march together with their kind
in the capitalist countries, for the saving of civilization from
extinection., By the saving of oivilization we mean not.only to keep
what is Worth having of bourgeols civilization but to lay the
foundations for the birth of a new civilizatlion, To open the way
throush which the creative energies of the masses may flow - the
mewgses &1l over tle world, irrespective of race, color or nationali-

ty. (

To save a civilization in eny significant way rust mean to brealk
down every barrier which divides one human being, in any social way,
from any otker human being.

’TO'save civilization mush mean that the natural resources of
the earth are available to &al) the ppoples end to every nation,
That scientific discovery, techunclogieal iInvention and organizaw
tional resources shall be plsaed frosly at tle disposal of all and
not as nov bacome a private monepoly, And not only = privete
monopoly but also netional monopolipes, It is indicative of what
is taking place when even tle exohange of th001etlbal 1nformatlon
and ebstract mathemati cal formulae become "restricted informatlon
and the property of governrents. :

To save civilization must mean to house, clothe and feed
adequately every human being on the earth., To provide for the edue
cation and the healing of all., To reduce infant mortalify every- -
where and to increase the longevity of all people., Yes & quart
of milk for every Hottentct." '

To save civilizatlon means t0 eliminate the monstrous and bar-
baric situation-in which.the people of Europe, Asia and Africa find -

themselves, ﬂunger, nakedness, svarvation - t”o-third of humanity
on a sub-standard diet, o

To save civilization must not mean merely to preserve the
civilization of the Viest, that is, "white" civilization. It must
mean to preserve and llberat° the genuis of the non-white peoples - -
also, The Indians, Japanese, African, Chineso, etc, These are, in
fact, the majority of the world's population. To talk of the de~.
.8truction of ClVLllzatlﬂn, say by the atom bomb, rcaning the de-
st"uc ion of the Vest, is to say that there can bp no C1v1li°at10n
save 'white" 01V111zat10n. tihere this is naive .or unconscious we

--can say that it is merely a mild form of white chnauvinisn, -

The tollers of the world are faced vith the task, not so much-
of saving civilization, &4s we know 1t, but o creating a nev civilie
-zation. The bricis out of -which the future civilization of the .
people must be built are to be found everyvhere, among all the
people: the people of the Fast, the Vlest, the North and the South,
2040
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It is true that the backbone, or th2 central nervous system of this
movement must be the world proletariat, every toiler rmust be assigned
a place in the strugnsle for the great vowld community of all the

pe Ople °

These are great tasks for the uorkinv rien and women of the
world. Not much prozress can be mads toward the achicvement of the
goels set forth here until a biz transformation hes taken place
- among the workers and their organiaatlons . The toilers need the in=-
:gplration and guidence of the great social and political thinkers

of our class: the great marxian scholers, leaders and organizers,
The capitalist dictatars of all countries like to tell the workers
that they should beware of socle1isﬂ as though it were poison,

They talk about "regimentation" and the evils of a "planned socilety,"
They sing the praises of "free enterprise” and tell us that if we
will only produce more, we will havé more to eat end vearg ealso
that 1f the working people "ant more homes, they should nroduce

more houses.

The way out of war, misery, uremployment, exnloitation,. race
and naticneal hetreds and 2ll manner of insecurity to which the
masses are subjected by the capitalist uictatorshlp is to do zway .
with the exploiting, Opnres;ing, robning rar-making and life de- o
stroying capitalist social order in- Pvert country, by the estab- -
lishment of workers governments in every country.

‘1or;1nb mun, woren ana Vbduﬂ, the world over, uust be Dxepared
to follow the teachings of real :larxism and not the perversion of
the teachings of Marx, Engels and Lenin. ILabor must not permit it-
self to be staﬂpednd into accepting the lies of the capitalists,
that what we see in Fussia is real socialism eand that socialism 1s
really a system of oppression, the destruction of the home and the
enslaving of mankind. These are the lies trumpsted throu-h the
world by the capitalist brigands and their hired servants, Unfore
tunatelg, they are aided in this campaign of lies and slander by lead—
ers in the labor movement. Labor must fight and oppose the
terrible and orgiastic degradation of all werking class principles,
of all genuine freedom, of every shred of 1nto“lycuual henesty, of
every proletarian decency which takes place tocay in the fussia of
Stalin, In its oppression, its erloluatlon, its barbarism, its
lies and slenders, its cru~l+1¢s, the Russia of Stalin is no part
of socialism, no part of what liarx and Engels and Lenin taught, -
It is capitalism and capitalist imporialism that Stolinism is kin
to, This can be undiorstood vory clearly if one compares the
Stalinist systcem, vhich is not caplit salism but bureaucratic collcetiv-
ism, with German fascism, which was capi%alism. Both systoms -
Stalinism and fascism « arc harsh, copproessive, exnlolthH, impericlist,
Both enslave the people and mile by police methods and concontration
campse. Thc capitalists of the "deﬂooraclgs,” the United Kations
capitalist countrics, got along vory well with fascist Gerrany until
they were attack:d by Germany. These same couns tries got along very
woll with ‘burcaucratic Russia wlhon they were together fighting
against Germany, The capitalist dictators have no difficulty in
necsting with other dictators when they find it profitable, ‘/hat the
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working poople must remember is that their capitalist masters in .
evéry country heve always baen roady to side with eny group which 1s
dedicated te exploiting;'plundering.and,opprossing}the messes, Thet
is'as truc tocay as it has ever bocn, “The prescnt. line-ups én the
Internctionsl scenc are not nacessarily long-lasting. ' thile it is
hichly probable: that ‘the next:war will be bctween the Fussian bloc
and the U. 8. bloc, this dpes not mcen thet the line-up which fights
the war will last after the war 1s over. B S S

~ Hpile it is corrcet to cherge the toilors of the world as %o
their cutiss, cbligations and functions, the main responsibility
Ties with the Marxists, the revolutionists, Genuine larxisn is atb
1ow-tide, This title today cen only-be given to several small and
Inoffeckive groups, most of whom call thomsolves "Trotskylst.” The
ﬂiﬁ%eiledtual level of the Morxian leadership is low indccd. hLg a
political 1eadership”it-is,gcnerallyvincompotent and tends to sube
stitute stale theorizing and sophi sticated manifsstoes for sound
and concrete political analysis.. This is a big part of the rcasons
for the failure Of the larxian movoment to grow. To atfribute the
failuro of the "Trotskylst" movement to tle powe~ and influsnce of -

" -'Stalinism is merely to rafuse -to fase one's ovn railures and veake

‘nesses, end to lgnore-tie necessity for setting onz's own house in.
~order. IR SRR , o ;T ' : o
.. This is not to ignore or unforrete the real importance for
‘the revolutionary wovement of the dogencration of the -October Eevolu-
‘tion under the blows of the Stalinist burcaucracye -But we-can
‘add that the success of bourgcois-dcmocratie prepaganda has also
played its part: . 1% too is part of the "objoctive situnation," But
i1t is procisely thesc untogard “objJective conditions™ which larxists
“are called upon not-only to analyzc -correctly but to dovise nsans
 for.overcoming, And Marxists must lecarn to do this without coplous

. excuss~making. ‘Marxian rcvolutionarios must not acquire tio havit

“of "substituting "good" cxcuscs for non-pcrformancC. Onz can snend -

-~ a’'great deal of time end vork up & falr-sounding or-clever oxcuse .
~ For failure, but forget that the task is still undonc. To become ex-
_.pert at cxzplaining why we failed and whosc fault 1t wvas wiil never
‘produce or aid. in producing roal partics, o

. Vlerkers havo the right to erpcct morc from thc Marxzists than
‘excuse~malring., Those of us vho go to the vorkers of the worlé with
‘advice, particularly with advice ghout selccting a labor loadorsaip
and program, must be able to demonstrate with sonc concrctoncss
that wz lmov vhet we ars talking about, Th~ fact that weo can writo
‘rosolutions, concoet now theorics and give advicc 1s no nproof thet
we lmoy thet ve ars talizing abcub. e must bo abls te »colate o fow
~guccesses:and not just & sorics of fajlurcs for waich we have, what
in our opinion ars, good cxcuscs ond oxplenntions. Jorkers b loast
know thet ths trade uanion burcaucracy will gct theom some 1litsle ad-
dition to theoir wages. ‘hat will wo, the Marzists, ot then? o

oursclvcs arc unsurc and veguc.. o ars conyincod,‘hoﬁﬁ?@?;ﬁtﬂngfwﬁ“gﬁ;i

might do somcthing if it wore not for ommiprosont ang ormirotont
‘Stalinism, Tho working class w7111 nobt accept this. Thoy arc corrcct

not to accept it, , . '
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The best eqguipped group to decal with this unfavorable situation
3s the Jorkers Party of the United States., In order to begin to

3 play such,a role, horever, it will be necessary for the WP to free
: § "~ itself from the blemiches outlined above, The VP certainly cannot
. pl=2ad not guilty bto the cherges cited above, The VP is in a favar-
¥ - -able position today. The U. S, is the ri chest of countries, here
4 is the largest proletariat in the world, the largest organized labor
groap, the best placed proletariat economically and a worizing class
full of vigor and completely lacking in pessimism, Since the close
of the var there hes been full cmployrent in the U.3, There has been

8 no serious_or obstructinz abridzement of bourgeois-democratic nrivi-
j Tezes. winat iniiucncs has been wiclded by the Stelinists noc been

b e giapgmep—n— - N - . . . T - - "

2 steadily on tie viane since the . war, hey have virtually no influ-
k. ence in the labor movement today,

This is en extremely favorable situstion for tle development
and groJtn Oi the lar.rien parcy. +Tinis 1s a challenge to the /P in
the U.S. 1In orcer Lo mcet thiis challenge, the WP must pull itself
up (even if by its bootstraps, even to "Jjumping over its own head).
‘Hot only must the VP imake gocod in the U.3. but at the same time
the Party must constitute itself a Marxian center for planned and
persistent propasanda to every corner of the earth where we can
reacn redders and organizers. In the world of today, we of the VP
and the whole working class in the U.S. live in relative luxury,
lie. have not bent our backs yvet nor have we shouldered cur proper
load, ; )

These rust be developed a hardered, firmly disciplined,
thorouchly educeted, experienced, mature and militant proletarian
cadre in the U.S. capable of giving working class assistance and
eventual leadership to toilers &ll over the vorld. This party must
be able to withstand the assaults of its oun bourgeoisie and of
‘world impsrialism. This party must be able to stand fast against
all the cetractora of liarxism: bourgcois, petty-bourgeois, reform-
ist or Stalinist., It will only do this if it is a prroletarian ‘
cadre trained in the principles snd tactics of HMarzism, <4his party
will maintain 2 proper Marxian intransigence. It will not conpro-
mise with the vagaries of those vho vant to explore the possibili-
ties of reforming canitalism; or those who are not sure then the
working class can lead; or wnc are not convinced of the Pyiability"
of socialism, To use a term which timid sonls eschew today: 1t
mast Be a Bolshevik nucleus on the road 4o becoming a Bolshevik mass
party. ' '
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(To be submitted to the Pre-Convention meeting of the National
Committee - February 17, 1949.)
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