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he follbying resolution was presented to the last
eting of "the P.C. but the Committce did not heove the
pportunity either to discuss or decide upon it. It
i1l do so at its next mecting, Howeyer, in order
hat 2 minimuri of timec he lost and discussion in the
anks facilitrted, the PC agrced to publish the res- -3
luticn for the merbership imredintely rs the docu- k 5
ent of its sponsors, Comrades Draper, Geuld and . oo
hochtuone The results of the discussicn and decisicn k

f the PC will be commmnicated to the meribership irmie
diately so that the cfi'icinl status of the docuront

s formally cstablished, Tho resolution on "The
ituation in the US ~nd Our Next Tosks" subriitted
arlier by Comredes Gould ond Shachtmen has beon withe
ravn ~nd 1s supersodcd by the resolution which fole
orgs It vwill bo noted thnt Part I of both rcsolu- .
bions is the same,
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tact, was the only one in a position to satisfy the requirements of
this market which were extensive enough to eliminate the danger of

- an economic crisis in the United Stetes immediately after the war, -
Except for isolated and specialized branches .of industry (aircraft, . = -«
for example), American economy, following the reconversion period, en-
tered into production on a scale unprecedented in peace-time and now .
exceeding even the highest war-time peak, both from the standpoint of "
the number of workers employed and (again ignoring the diffcrence in

price levels) of the value of goods produced, both of which are now

the highest 1in history, ‘ .

Howvever, the very expansion of the industrial plant has made it
possible for the economy, in the two-three short years after ths end
.of the war, to satisfy the previously parched consumer market in one i
Fleld after another, In some branches of industry, particularly in SR
the "soft" or non-durable goods, the tendency toward overproduction . -~ .-
i1s already clearly manifest, In these branches, the "sellers! ‘market"  ;
'1s tuming or has already turned into & "buyers! market," 'This ten. = '
dency is so marked that the textile industry, far example, has already .}
. resorted to deliberate underproduction, by means of partial shutdowns
" or the shorter work-week,.ln an effort to maintain the inflationary
‘high prices, The same tendengy will necessarily manifest itself in
othér branches of industry. A different picture is presented by heavy
ihdustry, by the producers of "hard" or durable goods, Steel, with
an all-time high production capacity, 1s still in shet supply and.
“4s available to many menufactursrs only on the grey merket, despite a . .y
'war«~time and postewar expansion and modernizatjion program, "Autdmoblle. ;i
- production continues to be heavy, with a recorded backlog of orders g
" " to assure znywher¢ from one to two more yedars of top productlion. The ;e
" 'same holds true for such vital branches of industry ‘as those that,supgif§
ply railrosd equipment, for replacement or modernization, and theé CoOhe:
‘tipuing farm machinery and equipment market. The oil industry cone
“tinues to operate under & heavy and elmost insatjable demand. There
are no signs of an early decline in the rate of produwtiorn or in °
prices of the output of such basic industries as rubber, aluminum,
non-ferrous metals (especially ths move rare and strategic metals:
~_ that arc being stockpiled), industrial chemicals and rayon, coal, -

" -lumber and other building materials, - .

" If it were possible to sbstract the United States and 1its econos
my from the rest of the world, the undebatable conclusion could be - ;
drawn that in snother year or two the country would be plunged. Into
anothor of the classic capitalist crises of overproduction, probably -
the most severs and lasting on record, Such an. abstraction is ime = "~
goésible; in eny case, it renders impossible any concrete analysise
y its whole nature and its whole past, the United States has matured '
for its decisive part in the struggle for single world domination w il
‘which is now going on and which must, given the imperialist charéecter . 3]
of the contestants, culminate in the most violent war in history, - % X
Thé United States is driven to subjugate but not to.annihilate its = »
‘satellites and junior partners. It 1is driven to invade their natione 4
" al sovereignty or to reduce its significence, but not to deprive them
~ ‘of. all economic life, To prepare these countries for  their part I
~ “the United States-Russian conflict, the United States must of necas.
| ty bolster up tleir economies, even if essentially wighin the limits
' of a war economy or potemtiael war economy, ‘Thé,eCGnoyic'rehdbilisa#l
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THE SITUATION IN THE UNITED STATES AND OUR NEXT TASKS

The United States has emerged from the second World War as the -

principal victor, Its economic condition is so powerful and vigorous
‘relative to the economy of all other countries, and at the same time
go vitally affected by the profound difficulties of the other coun-

tries, that it finds impogsed upon it a tremendous problem, It has

the task of resuscitating, maintaining ami expanding the economy.of
the rest of the capitalist world in ordey to ward off or reduce to.a
minimum the violent social uphedvals that threaten it and thereby to

prepare 1t for its role In the coming war between the two imperiale
ist blocs, : ‘ o

This task exercises a determining effect upon the evolution of
the American economy, To fulfill it requlres the maintenance and in .
- some cases the expansion of the productive capacity, primarily of
the United States and secondarily of the satellites dependent upon
it, end a steady increase in the ertent to which this capacity is de=
voted to the production of means of destruction, that is, production
for war and for war preparation, . :

- The United States declded the defeat of the Axis powers in the
war by virtue of its crushing industrial and financial superiority,
To accomplish this defeat, the United States expanded its productive
forces, at the war-time peak, to twice the level of the last pre&war
year (if the difference in commodity prices is ignored) and et suce -
ceeded In maintaining an almost egual division between production fom
‘civilian purposes and production ior war purposes, The expansion was
thus larcely accounted for by military production. The end of the
war and the almost complete syspangion of production for military pPure
poses did not, however, result in & profound economic crisis with
massive shutting down of industry and mass unemployment, but only
"in the comparatively brief dislocations of the reconversion period,

A vast purchasing capecity was built up among the workers and espe=
cially among the farmers during the war, Although the income of the
working class as a vhole did not increase to the same degree as the
faster growing national income, it did increase absolutely and, while
aownwhat lowered during the reconversion period and considerably .
~ lowered by price inflation, it ‘constituted a tremendous market for -
pPost—war consumer goods. In addition, the first post~war period made
POssinla the resumption of largs-zcale capital expansion, moderniza.
tion ©or plant equipmant and the. pwrocuction of industrial goods which
was suspendod- during the war or which was made possible for the firay
time in more than a decade by the huge accumulation of financial re=
serves during the war. Finally, the end .of the war reopened big ex-
port markets for Americer aepitAl. ., American i.ndu,'atr;v, i1ts plants ine

2%




o ';»ture of #14;000,000,000, of which one~fourth has already been placed,

- .struments Iindustries; it means the re-allocation of steel end othepr

'tton of these countries is thus purchased at the price of enlistment
or Impressment Into the American war bloc, The same economic rehah;laa
- itattofy however, 1is one of the most important assurances dgainst an
_ early or precipitate economic -crisis in the United States. Half or

more of the Marshall Plan aid to the Europeéan countries is being 8110w
-cated in the form of indirect orders upon American industry, providing
it with an important sector of ths . market it.requires for its relative
equilibrium., Furthermore, the United States has at its dlsposal a
considereble actual and.potential market in the. countries of Asia
and Latin America,.’ The economic reconstruction or pacification of "
Europe is, however, only the preliminary to its increased fortificte.
- tion and militarization, which in turn imply increased governmental
market for heavy industry in the United States,

The main arsenal of American 1mperialism must remaln within tha
United States, which must be in a posltion not only to contest suce
cessfully with its principal enemy but to dominate successfully over
.. its satellites, As the tendency to overproduction on the domestic”

' market becomes marked, and even before, thy whole international situaw.
tion =« not at any aiven conjuncture but taken in its broad andMonge
term dovelopment - inoreases the tempo and scope of the armements pro=
gram which operates as a ccuntaracting tendency. Although the second
. Vorid Yar ended only-three years ago and the. third YWorld "ar appears N
t¢ ba. still off in the distance; ang nlthough, on the other hand, B
there are still no serious signs af en economic crisis in the nerve
centers of American industry today =-- the United Ptates has already
. ~aunched e domestic srmaments program so imposing as to have no parge
llel in the peace-time history ol tha country, he lmediate armae=
ments program already voted by the government calls for the expendie

mainly in eircraft orders. What this alncady authorized amount sig-
nifies may be judged by comparing it with almost exactly the same - .,
amount supervised by the Office of Production Management in the 20,000 .
supply contracts of $10,000 or more placed as war orders in September,-
1941, -that 1s, at a time when the United States was but a few liceks
away from fullescale and official narticipation in the war. Orders
already placed under thils program inean the, revival of the huge avia-
tion industry which was allowed to collapse at the end of the war; 1t
means the sustainment of the woakened machine-tool and precision 1n-

products, already in short supply, to war instead of civilian produce
tion, There is little reason to believe that anything but an increasse
and extenslon of the American armaments program is to be looked for
in the period ahead, - This trend 1s recopnized in all serious cconomie - .
and political circles, It is the resson for the noteble shift of
- traders and investors from consumer goods to capital goods. A heavy
armamonts programe to say nothing of war itself ~ gives the heavy or .
capital goods industries all the assurances of material supplies sand
gives no assurances.of such supplics to the consumer goods industries, -
The shift to the capital goods industries 1is further stimulated by the
consideration that continued inflation will produce far greater
"buyerst! resistance” from the individual consumer than from the cora
porate consumer whose market and income is far more extensive., The
Shift 1s stimulated, finally and paradox1cally, by the consideration
~ that the boom usually declines first in the consumer goods industries,
in the "soft lines" which feel’ the recession sooner than the heavier
1ndustries, ,
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: ‘The principal factars in operation therefore dictate the conclu- L
. “~#ton that the United States.may very well, in fact almost certainly S

. will, experience radical dislocations, especially in the light and g
~auxiliary industries, and even on economic recession, at the end of
“‘gnother year or two, . However, there is no serious reason to look i
forward, within any such period, to the classical capitalist crisis -
- of overproduction which, in the past, periodically and repeatedly

. maimed and prostrated the basic industries of the country, bringing
in its train a multi-millioned army of unemployed, 4 crisis based
‘wpon a narrowing market in consumer goods'at a time of a sustained
- or widening market in capital goods, 1s,- 1f not inconceivable, then
'yery improbable. At the same time, the very way in which the crisis
- 18 to be averted or "surmounted", constitutes the most crushing in-
<‘dictment of decadent capitalism, The traditional economic collapse

. ‘ten now be averted only by threatening all civilization with collapse
" In peality, it is not averted at all. It is merely transformed into
the most comprehensive, profound, convulsing and agonizing crisis
- ‘the humen race has ever known - modern total war, The change in the
,f’chgracter and farm of the crisis, coryesponding to the change in the
ﬁ‘ecohomlc structure of capitallsm and the’ social decay it entails, is
a question of cardlnal importance. o ,

Fs

The continued. shift from a "normal'economy to a war or vare -

preparation économy is becoming more and more the normal- state -of
.« capitalism. It substitutes for the: sufferings and contradictions

- of 'the traditional crisis a number of new and different sufferings
and contradictions. It assures a high level of employment, but
4w the steady’ income of the workers br;ngs .ahout not a real but a
- pseudo prosperity, Concehtration on armaments and gapital goods
‘Industries, which have priority of allocation of raw materlals, mae
“ehinery, lebor forces and government subsidy, occurs at the expense
.. of the consumer goods industriss, Shortage of the latter's products.
~ in the face of widespread demand, maintains a steady inflationery

* pressure to raise prices, ac00ﬂpanied by the scourge of black mare
ket prices - the deadly combination against the standard of living
of the masSes, Government budgets, swollen by armament -expenditures,
vequire e tremendous tex burden which always weighs down dispropor-
tionately upon .the living standards of the people; while the arma-
rients makers and monopolists enjoy the special protection of the
govérnment which guarantees them a profitable market for their -
products, and are the principal profiteers-from the protracted in-
‘flation, [

© e TBBi1l early in the shift to the armaments economy, the United
...8tates now'has a national budget of $40,000,000,000, The bulk of
this unparallelled budget .is assigned to war costs, past, present
dnd future, This budget represents a tax of about twenty percent
upon the total present national production of the country -- and if -
* the state and municipal.budgets are added, the tax on the national
. ihecome, runs to about twenty-five percent. To run the governmental
affairs of- the wealthiest and most powerful of -the decaying cepital-
. 1st hations now requires two out  of every cight hours of the work - g
+ - of every individual in the country. The national debt is now a good .
: f’fty times greater ‘theén it was before the first yorld War; . the -
Iytercst alﬂne oh the" nat;onal deht today ‘4s Yarger than the nationie
AL ’ | : 3 and the big bulk of the




- pﬁésent national debt was inecurred during’the four years,bf Ameﬁi¢,_
participation in the second World War and as a direet result of . -

this participation, The difference Yetween the two. capitalist p
tles aver the size of the national budget is, at its extreme points;,
inconsequential; it is a matter at most of & very few billion out. :

of the total of forty, The national budget, including the SErViCwm -
ing of the fabulous national dsbt, which are respectively primarily
a war budget and a war debt, constitytes by far the greatest single
inflationary force in the economy of the country., On the basis of
the present national budget, that is, even before it has assumed -
the iwuch greater proportions which the growing war preparations will
surely glve it - for the capitalist pelificians to speak of any.- -
serlous check on inflation is at best a sign of ignorance or utopiane
Ism; as a rmle it 1s .sheer demagoguery, The harshest effects of
inflation are always felt by the working masses, ' Only the mass pros
duction of consumer goods under conditions of a high wage level can
~put an end to inflation on & sound basis, The growing government =~
bureaucracy and growing governuental expenditures necessitated by
the growing complexity and antagonisms of édapitalist economy, on the
~one hand, and the growing armements economy that inevitable accompe-.
-anies capitallst imperialism, on the other hand, are the 1085- gl
ganti¢ and principal obstacles te the mass production of consumery
goods, Lven in the wealthy nited States, an armaments econony 9
means & constant 'undermining of the prosperity and well-being of s
the people, o T S N
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Parallel to the development of an armament economy runs the . -
tendency toward a police state, It is importent to Judge correota
ly the speed of this tendency and the stage which it reaches at Y
each point in its development. The faillure to do this entails -
the danger of one of two extremes: succumbing to democratic illue -
sions or confusing the partial unfolding of the tendency with its
ultimate conc¢lusion, The phenomenon, characteristic of all cless:
states today, may be expressed almost mathematically in a broad o
fornula: the greater the share of the armaments economy over against
the civilian economy, minus the degree ofjresistance,of_the'WOrking

classes, the stronger is the tendency toward converting the demow
cratic state ihto the authoritarian or totelitarlan police state,

The main tendency in American government for the past decade op
more has been the gradual shift from rule by demogratic legislative:
actlon to rule by executive docree promulgated all along the line
from the presidentiel office down to the office of the smallest .
governnent commission or bureau, Democratic representative £overn-
ment 1s retained ih all its traditional forms, but the substance is
increasingly weakened. Populav control of government, even in its
+clagsic form and therefore in the form of bourgeois elass rule, has-

become increasingly remote and ineffectual and is more and more subs
verted and evaded by a thousand bureaucratic devices, Given the ;
still tremendous wealth of the United States ("democracy is a. luxury -
of the rich states") and, what is more important, the immense siza
.of the organized labor movement, the traditional democratic rights
of the people have not yet been abolished, But these rights are

continually hemmed in and restricted in one field after another,

The people are less.end -less free to exercise- their rights; the - ;.
government is more and more free to exercise its power over the peopley:
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For the first time in its history, the United States has in-

~ stituted a peace-time conscript army in the guise of universal
military training, Military offieials and military decisions exert
~an unprecedented weight upon the course of the country'!s economic’
~organization., Government offices, at home and abroad, are staffed
‘with military men to a greater extent than ever before in American
history. On the pretext of combatting the Communists and promote
inz "industrial peace," the federal and numerous state legislatures
have already imposed restrictive chains on the rights and movements

~~ ‘of the labor unions (Taft-Hartley Law, ete,) that have not been

known in thils country for a hundred years, nullifying or undermin-
ing most of the legislative gains made by the labor movement in the
- past thirty years, OUn the samé¢ pretext, bills providing for the
outlawing end suppression of revolutionary or nonconformist organ-
izaticns are already well under way in the federal legislature,

The same organizations are placed under unofficial but effective
“discriminetory handicaps by the unlegislated and arbitrary but .
~ simple device of executive public listing as "subversive," ‘"Loyal-
ty oaths" and witch hunts c¢onducted jointly or separately by the
executive or legislative branches are calculated to create an
{deological reign of terror not only in the ranks of government
officigls and employees but also in the ranks of workers in private
~employ, Communist-baiting and Red~baiting .are now official governw
ment doctrine and the two capitalist parties vie for prominence in
_espousing it and practising it., It is precisely beczuse the
‘démocratic traditions are old, streng and deeprooted in the United
'8tatés that strong pressue must be exerted to undermine and break
them, ‘ C o : :

But for the crgénized and intransigent opposition of the worke
ing class, the development of the rcactionary trend to its totalie
‘tarian conclusion is absolutely inev4itable, Mobilization of the .

~working class in a resolute struggle fq democracy, against milie .
tarism, war and reaction, & strugglc which demands for its success-
ful prosecutlon the complete political independence of the viorking
class, is the first amd most urgent task of the day,
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PART I.I‘ -

(1) The basic tendencies of the U,3., economy, described above, $0-
gother with its ineseapably accompanying political effects, also mark
out the-general direction of the relaticns between the classes and the
governmentts domestic policy., Especlally in the US, with its great
wealth and therefore comparaiively great room for flbxibility and come
promise, it -is important nelther to mechanically deduce a straightw
line eourse toward bureaucratizdtion and militarization on the part of
the govérnment; nor to mske the oppcsite error of expecting a soften=-
ins of class antagonisms such as might accompany an expanding capitale
‘{sm under past conditions,

(2) Vhat is excluded, however, 1ls precisely the aim publdcly set by

- +he Truman ddministration: namely, a new "New Deal”, that is, a period
.of real reform ‘conceéssions to labor and the masses of people of any

farercaching nsture -=- sfflcient, at least, to exorclise the specter:

. of class struggle for a period ahead, In this it is not even a quese

tion 6f the sincerity of desire on the part of the liberal wing of

the Democratic Party (or even of Truman himsclf) tQ carry out campaign
pledges, or to appecar to do so0, or to appcar to make an attempt to do
so, that is docisive in this respect is this: if, as is quite
possible for the ncxt immediete period, American capiltalism is fat
enough to avoid any rapid courss toward bureaucratic regimontation,
even this capitalism is nct fat enough to be able to afford the com
bination of an expanding war economy with significant domestic social
roform capable of giving labor what it noeds and wents, N

(3) Typical of the movement of those forées has becn the pdéﬁeelecfioq
~ development on the TafteHartley Law, the main single issue posed by :

1abor in tne 1948 presidential campaign. The fruit 6f the "famous
victory" over thc Republiceans is the replaccment of Taft-Hartley-with
a now'law midwey botween it and tho Now Doal ifagner Act == a nevw law

~ which, if it had boon proposed by Truwan or the GOP as thce substitute

for the Wagner Act beforc the T«H Lawvwes passed, would undoubtedly
(and correcctly) have becon denounced by labor as a blow to its rights.
This blow to labor?!s rights (in comparison with the New Deal labor
policy) is now thc Democratd! payment for the labor ‘support whthout

which their victory would not have been possible, This pattorneetwo

stops backward (T-H), one step forward (tho Truman rcvision of the
lav)e= ropréscnts both sidcs of American capltalism!s dilcmma, and .

its goneral direction,

(4) But if Amcrican capitalism, girding for a third imperialist war,

cantot offord to give labor and the popular messcs what they nced and

waht, the latter are not prepared mcedly toraccept less than that,

The first outstanding fact about the American working class in today's

‘world is that it is undcfeated, vigorous cnd stronge-stronger than.

ever im its hiistory, 3occndlys 1t is not on a lower planc of cone
sciousncss thmn before thoe war but (unlikc thc working class inm
Europe) on 2 higher planc, Its enfidence in its own class povicr,
particulerly on the crucial ficld of politics, has incrcascd, not
decrcased, ..This, in fact, was tho most important consoquencc of the
Trumon victory in the 1948 clcceticn erd of labar's participation in
that campaign. ' ' ' o, '

(5) The 1948 clcction a nd its conscquences may well merk a turning
point in thc dovelopmént .of labor politicl action, Instead of the
ezpcetcd victory of the morc conservative wing of capitalism, the
oloction rosults clecarly shoved a leftward swing, as comperoc with =
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1946 especially, That this leftward swing had to exprcss itse
through the rc-eloction of & pesident who has broken strikes :
brought back government by injunction only underlines tho blin& alley &
into which "losser=cvil" politics has led the .labor movement, but
cannot blind onc as to the naturc of the political stirrings which :
were manifestcd, The labor vote was mobilized behind Truman in i
unexpcctcd strength not primarily as an cndorscment of Truman, his y
actual rccord or his politics, but inspite of tlem, Labor generally :
voted for Truman os a rcsounding rcbuff to theconservatism and ro-
action of thc 80th Congross ami as thc only "practicdl" way of on-
#orsing the incrcasingly radical linc which Truman was astutoe cnough
to prcsont during his campaign under the pressure of -labor and the
threcat of the ‘/allacc movement, His presidential campaign wes also
to & significant oxtent carricd by the momentum of the local congrosse-
lonal campaigns which were sparked by tho AFL and CIO political arms,

It was possiblc to mobilize the vote of labor becausc of theo %foator
politicalization of the workers that cxistg joday, a political cone
sciousncss which msdc abstention difficult r thc most backvard
clecments of labor but preciscly for thc best strata, This political
consciousness we not an indcpendont chss political consciousncss to
be sure, as ycte~is today at its highcst point in US labor history,
In addition to the vote itsclf thc most promiment official manifostae
tion of this fact is thc cntrancc of the APFL into thc path of trade
union political action that was taken by the CIO (the PAC and its
prcdeccssor, thc LNPL)-=-in thec casc of the AFL, with the organization
of LLPE, its plans for the permanont oxistence of this body, and its
glan for the organization of a locally-bascd political machine through
political stowards," ctce The concept of "nopolitics in the trade
unicns" is at its lowest ebb, and, if it has not completoly disappcar-
cd by any mcans, has at 1oas§ ccascd to be the official approach of ,
the majority of the labor movement , Vith this, thc question béfore M
the labor movoment beccomes: "/hat kind of trade union paliticsg"

(6) A policy of abstention in the elcction on tho part of the Marxist 3
social ists would have, therecforc, bcen misapplied in this election,

in which it was among the best, nd not the worst strata that the urge
to votc=-that is, to "participate in politics" as that is understod

at prcsent by the politically bockward labor moveme nt --was strongest,
At the same time, the only working class vote, the only votc that
would strengthcn the hand of independent labor politicse-~and alsc, it
gocs without saying, the only vote that would be a protest vote against
the policics of both scctions of the capitalist class--was a voke for
omc of the socialist candidates, given the absenco of authoritative
labor candidatcs and given the character of the Vallacc movemeont. The
National Committcc position of calling for a socialist protcst vote

in the clection was therefore corrcct, This includes also the

reasons given in tho NC statement for rcfusing to support the candie
datcs of only onc of the socialist scets as against the othcrs,

(7) Evon morc than in the casc of Rooscvelt!s clecetoral victorics,
the re-clcetion of Truman against all thc odds has had the cffeet of
convincing labor - of the tremcendous importance of its ovn class power
on the political ficld, This is not to say that cither thc labor
lcadership or ranke-and-filc militants conceive of it in these terms
or th~t clecarly; nor docs it gainsay the fact that a scction of the
rural votec may also have been csscntial to the Domocratic upscte It
is sufficicntly marked by the rcaction: "We did it" throughout tho
ranks of labor, It was not the famous"Rooscvelt coalition" which
did it -~ this having bccn broken on onc side by the Dixicerats and
on tho other by the ‘/allaccites, It w=s not Truman who "did it", in
spitc of his personally strcnuous campeign and his clcctoral asumen




~in appcaling to tho loftward scntiments of the pooplo-yoertaiﬁlythﬁf,
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in tho sonse that tho kingpin of the Rooscvglt coalition was always
Roosevelt himsolf. If a scction of the farm votc was ag nccessary
to the fimml result as was tho labor vote, the important fact is thet

1t is only tho organizcd labor mcverment which is in a position to take

advantage of 1ts social weight,

(8) & third rospcct, thorefore, in which the US labor movement 1s now
~at its highcst point in its history is in its political sclfeconfidencc

amounting-=particularly right after thoe cloction~-to cockincsse 1T
sinco thon thorc have boon indications that tho lsbor lcaders themsclve
nave boen trying to modorctc this reaetion, it .is beeouse this poli=-
tical sclf-confidence is alighted fusc under Trumon ond undcr the lib-
croleDomocratic-=labo coalition, This is so for two rcasons, Onc 1s
tho inevitable. disillusionmont with the "victory" of November 1948
whon the fruits of the scconé Trumen administrotion arc ogoin asscsscd,
and oftcr the hoody exnrilaration of the first flush of victory has
been completcly worn off by cvents. This will be cspecially truc 1if
there is on intcnsification of the cconomic strugcl ceegtrikese~ in

%he coursc of the ncxt two yoars, The conflict between tho social
nocds of #mcricon  war economy cnd the cver morc confident aspirations
of labor is heading in thc dircction cf sharper class strugglc.

(9) But whilec this first roason is basic, by itsclf it docs not nece
cssorily lead o o chrnge in labor policy: 1labor hos bcen disillusionct

.boforc, Tho sccond fact is that labor is driving, ond 1s being driven,
-to o fourth ncw high in its history--c now high in politicel orgonizaw-

tion, in the building ot a labor political mchine s The forms under
Which this procoss is dovcloping and bilds fair to develop arc importan
for an undcorstarding cf its proboblke conacjucnces. : .

(10) There arc, first, the, impact and lessoms of the VYallace movement
The /allncc Progressive Party as an organirzed movement was mainly the
croation ond tool of the Stalinists, who organized 1t as thoir widest
political front to scrvc as on instrument of Russicn forcign policy in
the US; but thc brced mass support it attractod and the healthy pro-
gressive sentiment it t.opped was net the croation of the Stalinlists,
Yhile its domastic rcform program w's by faor tho most advanccd of the
petty=~bourgcois redical prrbics in tho history of tho country, its
Stolinist control mmd rccctionary foroign-policy progrom of cppcascmen
ong conitulation to Russinn imperialism clearly outwecighed whot was
progrossive in thec movement ond rulcd ocut support by tho soeiolists,
Its movweoric risc, as well as its awift doclinc following its dis-
appointing showing in the clection, is o sccial portente "~ For onc thin
the attractive .poveor it displaycd in the carly months of 1948 up to

4%ts notionnl-convention--cnd ot this time its oxpectations of a ten

million votc werc not pipe=drcams --showcd not so much tho po;sonal
draving pover of Honry “alloce and least of 21l th~t of thc “talinists,
but rother tho powcr of the third-porty idea, of a radical breok with
tie two old partics, cof thosc masscs?! hungry secrch for panco and thel

“dssirc to find o woy out of the covils of capitalisnm, Sccondlys vith 2an

apporatus bascd on thmt of the CP but sct up from scratch in 2ll parts

of the country in n fow months, the™ lUnllace Party succceded in over-

- goming the rcactionary clectoral laws of the states end in getting on

the ballot in forty-five states (in the only impertant statc vhore ib
did not moke tho bollot, Illinois, this wos as much duc to 1ts own
corclessncss o8- to the renctionary state law ond the Democratst cogore-
ness to0 toko cdvantoge of the letter), Following this cxperic¢nce, the
anti-third-orrty stote lews "1l nover agnin be the prominent argumont

- ageinst independent politics that 1t was up to this yoars Third:

.
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the succcss in the carly months cspecinlly of the Yallace appcal

to the Negro masses --one of the most progressive aspcets of the
movemont-~docmonstrated the fact thot these massces arc 2 rcady and
povicrful reservoir of support to o left-wing third party. Fourth:
in spite of its Stolinist coloration ~nd pro-Russian forcign policy
platform, the Vallace party appcel to militanbs in the lobor move-
ment was strong cnough to causc real anxicty snd fear to the labor
lcadership. The mognetic pull which ¢ similar third poarty without
these two handicaps would have been oble to displey is a matter of
specculation but there can be no doubt thet it might well hove

changed the course of the ontircé camprnign, cven without the blessing

of.the offickl labor lcadershipe Therc is also no doubt that oven
the ‘allacc party aos it was constituted, with two strikes against
it, was significant cnough to stimulatc the labor lcadcership to
inercedcd political activity in order to be cble to prosent a
counterforcc to its attraction,

(11) By the cnd of thc 1948 clcction campnign, cach of the threo
miin sccticns of the labor movement, including the AFM ond railred
brotherhocds had its own political madine ot least in froamcwork,
The question which faced them following the e leection wasse Vhat
shall be donc with thesc machines? Partly under thc impulsc of

the self-cenfidence gencrated by Trumanl!s victory, partly undcr the
stimilus thce Yallecce groundswcll (including thercby thoso masscs
which did not support Yallacc even to begin with but which were
impellcd by his challenge to dormmnd more from their ovm leaders),
and portly beccausc aef the interncl drive crecoatced by the cxistonco
of thc machinc itsclf (a political machine hos to bec uscd or it
connot hold together), ot locast sceticns of the labor leadership
hove let it be known that they are now girding for o ncw cbjective:
the capturc of the Demecerctic Party by the labor political forces,
Futile and utopian as the projcet is, the first significant thing
about it is the fact that they thercby indicate that they con no,
1on§or continuc to put forword the perspective of mercly “"supporte
ing  the Dcmocrats, Even in their own minds, and beforc their
rankend file, they crc making ¢ turn, striking cut morc boldly

and ambitiously. From the more militontetalking union chicfs, ond
as tronslated by militonts in the unions, the aim of -eapturing the
.Democratic Party beoccomes: capturing it anéd tronsforming it into
"our' party.

(12) It is this latter goal in particular which is futile and
utopiane, It is quitc possiblc that, given rcal cffort in that
direction, 2 new rclationship of forccs in the lcading ccouncils of
the Democrats can be won by the labor lodershipe--grectcr positions
of power end influcncc for loboer Democratic politicians, the ree-
placement of certain old-line pecliticians by union figurcs, in a
reshuffled but continucd cealition of the capitalist politicians
and labor., It is also quitc proboble thot lebor can fitake over"
the Domocrstic label here and there, as it hns donc in lMichigan
(where the Democratic Party waoas & shell when the UAW stepped in to
ro=creatc it). Uiven a scricusdrive, therc is rbsolutcly nc dcubt
thot o scrics of “"wictorics" will be chalked up, whiceh will be
hoilod ns milcstones along the rond to the '“eapture” of the Demo-
crotic Party, ond which weuld indecd hrve importont cffccts on the
structurc nnd functicning c¢f thht prrty. But the tronsfermotion
of theo Demccratic Party into o porty roally rcprescnting the inter-
csts of the mrsscs is scmething quite different, This opinion
.docs not spring from any dogmatic cbjocticn to this rend towvard the

"z



. building of a party of labor 1f the transformation of the party
into a party of labor and the Iittle peoplo was really the goal,
and 1f it were possible. But the character of the Democratic Party
as a capitalist party 1s not merely o matter of program; 1its capi-
tallst character is manifested in and fainded firmly upon two very
concrote political rcalitioss (a) the fact that the main -support
of the power of the old ocapitalist political machines is pabtronage,

pa rticularly federal patronage, controlled from and doled out from
the White House; (b) tho fact that the old-party machines dcpond for
their basle character upon the innumerable threads of their connoc-
tions with the ruling cconomic povers--with the monecybags, with
business, with the capibalist precss, ctc., with all the thousands
of c¢hannels whereby capitalism maintains control over its political
creatures, The actual rosult of a scriow drive in this direction
would be the emor @nce in the U.S. of the Europcan-type lib-lab
codlition (some of which, in Europec, even went so far as {o masque=-
rade under the name "socialist"), It is, however, not yet at all
dceided that this course toward the Democratic Party will be
adopted by tho labor movercnt, An Immcdiate Jjob of the militantsee
especially -the militants in the UAW == 1s prccisely to prcvont

the ir leadcrs from trying to lead the unions down this blind alley,
and to demand and fight for the porspective of transforming their
own political machines into an indeperdent party of labora

(13) In any casc, howewer, what is indicated for the period ahecad
is a proccss of the growth, consolidation and extenslon of the
political arparatus of tho labor movement or of its three sections,
This holds truc even 1f -~ indced perheps cspecially 1if - the
profect of "capturing" the Democratic Party is embarked upon, This
process has 2 logle amd intornal drive of its own and also preoscnts
great opportunitics for tho left wing of labor and for pro-labor-
party militants. These have, in the first placc, the task .of demand-
ing that these political mchines . -do not mercly romain top commit-
. tcos of burcaucrats; that they be cxtended and built from tho
ground up, or at any rato cxtendod dowm to the involvement of the
rank and filec of lobor; thabt the rank and flle have the declslve
voice about what thesc political mechincs should do, what politics
they should pursuc, what candidatos endorsc, what platforms put
forwards Shape the PAC.and LLPE into functioning membership groups
in the grass roots of thce labor movemchnt !

(14)° The wain slogans of the militants in Implementing their
fight for a labor party arc thorcby indicavcd: Organize labor'!s
political machine in the ranks !  Call roprcscntative conventions of
the PAC, of LLPE! Organizc lobor'!s farccs with a Political Action

- Congress of labor! The framcwork is. tlcre -- it has to bc given
flosh and musclce and blood, Who 1s geing to decide the many im-

" portant questions of po licy faeing laborfs political arms? Who is
going to deeide vhother labor!s resourccs are to be cxpended on the
v71ll=otsthe~wisp of transforming the Democratic Party, or on
building its own party? On thc.statc and local lovel, looking
forward to the clections of 149 and '50, who 1s going to decldo
whether to endoesc Democratic politiclans or to put up united tradce
union slatcs in favorable localitics? It is only by bringing to-
gether in convention the active forecs of the organization, after
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first involving rank-and-file forces, that a democratic decision
. can be.arrived ate, It is on thiis.basis that the .official labor .
leadership can be made to prégent and defend their proposals on the
Democratic Party, and the left wing can obtain the widest hcaring
for itd proposalas for lsbor-party nction -- and the convention adopt
a ~1ine. . ’ ' : .

“(15)° This slogan and dema nd for. a Political Action Congrcss of
labor docs not mercly envisage a national-convention of the PAC op
LLPE (or what would, of coursc, bc most desirable; of the political
arms of both fedorations plus the brotherhoods); it is ecqually im=
portant anrd desirable, and probably morc immediately rcalizable,

on the smller scale, on a statc-wide basis, on a city-wide bosis,
espoclally since the cleetions in the coming .two ycars will bc on
~this smaller scale,:-In any evont, the demand for a Political Action

:,:ConngSS of labor, for a PAC convention, for an LLPE convention,

. i1s of tho greatest Impartance in the immcdiate per iod, today, after
the pledges and vows by Reusher and others that political action

- would remain a top-flight-task of the labor movement followlng the
elecction and in order to capditalizc.on labor'!s recaction to the clecw

~:tlon rcsults, '

(16) This goal of a labor party 1s, more than eover, the contral
tasks of American socialists today. Beforc the prcsidential clcetion
on fthe basis of the gencral expectation of a bad defeat for tho
Democrats, it looked for a while as if indecpendent political organi-
zotion by the lobor movement was immediately on the agenda, The
paradoxical rcsult of the leftward swing which led to the upsct

- wa s to postponc such action by the laba tops and to make necoge
sary 2 longer pecriod of development and incubation for such a
.step; at thoe worst, the labor movoment may actually be obliged %o
go through the experiénce of trying to capture the Democratic Party
. before a sufficient number of clemonts become ready for the ncxt

- step, But there 1s no rcason t0 belicve that the labor locadership
of the U.S., pushcd from behind by scntimernt in the ranks and dri-
ven by the consideration that their owm positions can best bec sc-
curcd by acquiring political bargaining power which is dircectly
undor their control, will fail to takec the political road of itd
"g8imilars in virtually a1l the other capitalist countries of the
world, The U,S. working class ~- stronger than ever, and on a
highor lewel of political consciousncss, pelitical sclf-confidence,
and political organization than cver == is driving in the direction
of a now, third party bascd on tho labor movemont,

(17) For us the goal is a labor party bascd primarily on affilia-
ted trade unions; a radica 1 anti-capitalist prograrn and complete
independence from the old parties. Between this and the rcality

of the third party which is to come, therc will in 21l likelihood

be a widc gape. 'All the present indications arc that the party,

whon fommed, will have'a program.and a leadership which will stamp
tho movercnt ‘as a "third capitalist party," or morc accurately, a
pebty-bourgois warkors party’ -- prolctarian incomposition and petty
bourg ois in program and lcadership., In this respeet, 1t may not
bagin® in any important respect differont from the Wallaco party
minmis its Stalinist: pervoersion e- indced, in its domcstic progranm

it may not ¢ven be as ad vancedy or different from a national version
of the New York State Liberal Pa rtye The traditional distinction
Yhich has be on made by our movement botwoon a "gonuine labor party®
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4nd & "third party" (labor-bascd) does not, in fact, correspond to
the developing rcality, and it is sterile to counterpose the two
concepbs to cach othor, The progressive and cven revolutionary
meaning of the or ganization of such a third party would be dcter=-
mincd by the fact that it organizationally soparates the working
class from the two old capitelist portics in o politlcal instru-
ment which they look on pecunlinrly os thoir own, which by virtue
of its composition and lecadership is peculiarly suceptible to their
influencc and control, through vhose expericnccs the political une
derstonding and class ccnsciousncss of the entire working class
will be progressively rriscd, and in wvhich the Marxist vangucrd can
find an crena for devcloping intimate ties with the pelitical dew
velopment of their clnss -- in shor, by the fact that such a

third party is besed upon and roprcscnts the main mass of the worke
ing class in motion under the cxisting conditions, Whilc rceognize-
ing this to bc truc, thc Marxist venguard -- becausc it, unlike all
other tendencics, rcprosents thefuture of the working class in tho
proscnt == will sock to push the movoment cven further in program,
democratic control by tho trade union rank and filc, indpcndence
not only from thc old capitrlist partics but from capitalist poli-
tics, ond militancy innacticn, It con do so, however, only az o
part ee 2s. tho loft wing -=- of lrbor's third-party movoment, ond
not as on outside critic of i1t. The formtion of sueh o party is
on the horizon. Its founding will have the most dynamic political
repercussicns in this country and throughout the world, Tho
Merxist vonguoard looks forward to it with ocagerncss, conthusiam, and
unbounded confidcnec in the politecel dgvelopment of the werking
class and in the ncw rclo whlch the bearers of the socialist pro-
gram will play in its widst, Now morc than cver we regord its
acoclerotion as the activity to which 21l othepr is subordinated

and to which ~1l1l other must load,

PART III

(1) The peorspoctive for the growth of tho socialist movoment
in the U.S. decpends primarily on the rate ~nnd strongth of the de=-
veloprmont of 2 leborethird-porty movercnt in this country ~nd on
the success of the Marxist voanguard in sinking its roots in this
developing movement and tying itsclf organicnlly to the nse move=
mant, There is nc substitutc for this road ond without it nc means
of achicving ony substontial chenge in the proscntly cxtrencly
wealke state of Amecricon sceinlism, Indispensable to thoe fulfille
ment of this task is ~ cle~r understanding of the presont position
and role ¢f the Marxist wmovement, in which the Vorkers Porty repe-
rcsents the most advanced, cornscicus and censistent scotion,

(2) The main prcdccessor ¢f our poarty, and the cnc with whose
tradition and struggle it ismost clearly ticd, is the Trctskyist
movenent, cnrichcd and broendened by the inflor of strcams with
other political origcins, In this country, thc Tretskyist movement
ncver succccoded in developing beyend the stage of o faction of
cnothor political party or an indepcndent propaganda group. Yn
three difforont occasicns it ottempted to organize o politiezl
party (YPUS,SUP,YIP of today)s 438 in practically all othor coune-
trics, the ~ttenpts made in the U,s, were net crovmed with success,
That numcrcus errors werce node in the ccursc of thesce ntteoriphs is
nowy incontostnobley it is likewisc clear thn € they werce not the
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primary or principal cause for the failurc to establish a genuine
independent Herxist political pal rty.-The prihcipal causes arc to
be found butside the Trotskyist movement itsclf, The degeneration
of tho Russian revolut ion not only wealencd and discredited Marxism
but produced the most powerful and rcactionary pscudoelarxist movce
ment ever knowy. To the extont that Stalinism appcared to bo the
continuation of the socialist content of the rcvolution, it diverted
to itsclf and thoreby subverted the revolutionary clements who
_would otherwisc build up the genuine Marxist party, @t is tho
strength of Stdlinism tha t has pruimarily determincd the wcalkncss of
Ma rxism., The latter can bo rostored as a powerful forcc if Staline
‘1sm is docisively dcfeated, But this hold$ truc only if Stalinism
‘1s dcfoatod by a progressive or revolutionary forcc, that is, onc
basced upon the working class :.and operating in its intercsts, This
concept of the struggle egainst Stalinism is declsive for the Morxe
ian movemonte Sceondly: Im the Unitcd States, the slow growth and
at times the standstill of the Marxist movement, determined on an
internasional and historical scale by the rise of Stalinism, have
been spccifically influcncedby the particular circumstances of

the growth and power of the American working vless, The *arzist
movement can and must be furthcr advanced than the working closs in
whose middt it develops, but it camnot acquire a strength in arbi-
trary independence of the congitions and stage of developnent

of thoc working class itself, Thosc conditions have militated
against the growth of a significant working-class political party
in the U.S., wither reformist or revolutjonary, In addition, today,
the Yecond Vorld Var end its aftermath - its conclusion without
suceessful revolution and with tho strengthening of Stlinism -=
“has produced a posewar situation in wvhica the workinge-class and
socialist forces of Europe have been atomized and wecakened, ond

now face the ta sk of rebuilding in the face of great Stalinist
strength, This unfaverable international picture, togetier with
the impact c¢f the many new problems thrcown up by the develcpment

of capitalist bureaucratization and cxpanding Stalinilsu, and by

the threat of a third, imperialist, atomic world war, hag had 2
~deep=geing effoct upcn all sociclist cadres even in this country.

(3) These are thc basic and interdependent causcs for the
{solation of the Marxist movement in this country, for its contin-
ued existence as an essenticlly propaganda group, On this point
the vicws put forwar in our 1936 Convention Resolution on the
Tasks of the Party have to be drasticclly modificd, The following
should especially be scen ncw as on illusion: the view that the
road ahead for our party (or for any of the other socialist sccts
in this country) is that of slower or faster growth by accretion
from a propaganda group to an agltational group; the view that we
werc at a point at least appracching.thc sccond stage and that
sufficiently successful rocruitment on tho basis of our cadres
would be enough to advance us further along the line, This is the
illusion, Ye are a propaganda group; we must plan and organizo,
not under any impression that our sclf=-transformation into 2 party
depends only or mainly on how wcll we work, but on the recalistic
basis of understanding the limitations ond narrower tasks to be
undertaken as a propagandf groupe

(4) In most of thc Western Europcan countries, wc have likoe
wisc talken a similar view of the present tasks and perspecetives of
the Marxist vanguard groups, Spccifically welhave oxprossed the




:fpolitical agrecment ) or who cven contribute to demoralizationland ’
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opinion that thecse ‘groups would do best by entering the mass soclale
democratic parties in their countries (Englend, France, Italy, etc.)
as their left wing, not for the purpose of a quick "raid" but in

order to work toward developing & substantial Marxist movement,

This orientation toward the sooinl-democratic partics does not at

all, however, depend on the fact that these parties are soclale
democratic but solely and decisively on the fact that they are mass
workingeclass parties., In the U.S., on the contrary, therc is no

mass social-democratic party; in fact, the two socialwdomocratic

groups that do exist (SP and SDF) orc == giving ghom tho maximum

oredit =-- as isolated and weak as the Trotskyists, above all in the -

ranks of the labor movement, In the UeS., the opportunity for the

Marxist vanguard to function as the loftwing of o mass political
moveiment of the working class will arrive only with the formation
of the coming labor party. :

(5) Our aim is to be a propaganda group gn the labor movomonb
and in the mass orgenizations, Far from invalidating or diminishing
the importance of our orientation in this direction, it nonc other
than thesc movements which should play & more prodominant rolc than
ever in our orientatione tlhere a party of ngitation and action, '“
if it 1s really such, properly sccks to involve itsclf in all ficldp b
whore the fight against capitalisnm can be carried on, froE the g
cultural field to the agricultural, the primary job of o “arxist '
propaganda group is to bring the vasic ldeas of socialism and
soclalist policy to the more advance and conscious strata of the
warking class and oppressed wminority groups, First and foremost
of the fields of activity for such a propaganda group is in the
trode unions, wherce its main object is not to gain organizational
power cr influence or to play & leoading role in the con.uct of 5
agfoirs, ut tc bring its jdecs to as wide. a circle as possible,

Tt 1s necessary only to understand that there is nothing mechonlcal
about the application of such a perspective: thore 1s no controe
diction botwoen it and the making of zction proposals by our

prcss, spokesmen, oOr comrades in the unions; indeed, propagaonda N
rcups have even boon Xnov n to play a leading role in large strike 7
%as in the case of tho CLA), It is & question of the general :
oricritation and ocmphasis, not in special cascs but in the usual «
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(6) A propaganda group is neither an cducational society nor
o discussion club, It gocs without saying that one of the most
important tasks of not only a propagenda group but of a genuinc g
party is the education of its own mcmbors and sympathizers, In a0
educational cirecle, the function of a propaganda group 1s we props= ;
aganda, thet is, outside .activity. The menmbers of an cducational
group need do nothing except hecome educated; mombers in a propoe
ganda group, most gspecially in a Marxist propaganda group, join i
in order t0 hclp carry thce ideas of socialism to others. The o
maintenance of an acceptablg standard of activity is thercfore a
condition for membcrship. hile it has never proved possible in
practice in any organizotion to dofine with any exactness the pree #
ciso limits of tolorance allowable, it 1s poerfectly clear that -
comrades who consistently contributc nothing or next to nothing to-
the nctivitios of the organization (na matter how firm their

bouraging such activity, cannot be permitbed to remgin as
QXS e '




~edugation, But similarly, there is a sharp difference between a

" ideas abe its main stock in trade and binding force, and not its

drreconcilable with that of the group is yet morally obligated to .
_that the ideas of' 2 minority cre *"politically irreconcilable

Upegrobbtable as it may be, voluntary separation will be the inevitw
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(7) It also goes without saying that internal'discuséion -~
completely democratic, completely free and unhampered on all dif-.
ferences, etc, =~ 18 as vital to a healthy propaganda group as 1s

propaganda group and a mere discussion group. As in the previous
case the dividing line was activity, in this case the dividing line
is propgrem. ‘A mere discussion group, by dcfinition, either has

no grcup program, line or policy on thc questions it discusses,
or-- if A4 vote is takon <~ consideéers the uajority view merely an
advisory or recorded expression of opinion, in any case involving
no discaiplinc or obligation to act, In any case.also, it feels no
obligation 5o adopt any viow on the important questiqns beforec it,
nor to integwrate whatover viows it expresscs, 4 propaganda

grcup is baszd on a program -~ namely, thc program for which its
members arc oblicated to propagandize actively,

(8) The idoals and practices of interncl democracy are in no :
way offected in relation to this aquestion, The domonstration made Ay
in practicc and the concepts cf porty domocracy developod during 4
the eightjears of cxistence of the Workers Party continue to be our R
standard in every rcspcct. The combination of complete freedom o
of discussion with political intransigence on the basic cuestions a
of socialism and Marxism has beon demonstrated in life in the WP A
to a greater cxtent thon in ony other socialist movement, not g

‘only by reviving the best demoeratic traditions of the revolution- oy

ary Marxist movement but by sloughing off all the hangovers from
Stalinism and Zinovievism which have trailed thc Trotskyist move=-

“ment, and by developing thesc traditions in a way that was not

possible for an illegal movement like the pre-1917 Bolsheviks, No
orgonizational reprisals against any political points of view withe-
in the group -~ and no politioal concessions to any politically

disintegrative tendencies: thesc are our guiding concepts.

(9) A propaganda group is not an "all-inclusive revolutionary .
party," in the sensc explained in the 1946 Convention Resolution Sy
on the Tasks of the Party -~ the latter being a conccpt obviously 1

15
meaningful only to a movement which is either & party alrcady or ‘;
striving tc become cne in an immedlate sense. Tge emphasis con R
"a1leinclusiveness" for such a party is dictated by the desire to R

meke clear that diff erent and even iypoconcilobi Politlcal tendene
¢les can and should live together, on the bass of the free play of
democracy, under the single roof of a party which has, or is
striving to adopt as its main reason for being, agitation or action
in the class struggle., In the casc of a propaganda group whose .

agitation and action in the cla ss struggle, it is clearly impossi-
ble «to0 maintain that a political tendency whosc ldeas arce admittedly .

remain- in it, (Vide: our insistence with respect to the Johnscn o
tendency.) Once this has becn made clear, it is necessary to em- —
phaosize once more that the determination at any time byua_magority 4

cane= .
not in our group be made the bas is or organizational measures, In -
the case of a real-political irreconcilability betwcen two tende - -
encies in o propaganda group, it is rather to be oxpected that, '

of ‘politics,

i

soubuomo, the determination being made not by ukase but by the



“dilfference, perhaps, revolves around our attitude toward types of
styrations, ctc, Bt no mgans must it be understood that these are Cs
- .exeluded; in particular, a demonstration may a4t times be a useful

~nor is there anybthing in the nature of a group which is primarily

-significance the menmbership must from the vory beginning be in a

‘war, in many sections of the country, therc has boen marked retro-
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- {10) Likewiss the concept of the party cadre &s deveéloped in
the aforementloned 1946 resolution automatically ceases to have
the same meaning, by virtue of the points made above = the app
proach of the 1946 resolution being predicated on the assumption
of ‘the more or less permanent coeexistence of different tendencies
within a single all-inclusive revolutionary party, What remains
applicable is simply the role in almost any organization of the
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-core of most responsible, most active, best educated and poliw

tiecally capable comrades on whom the practical work of the organie
zation tends to depend for its timulus and guidance, This latter
type of cddre in the organization is still a prime necessity for
our groupd

(11) It is both impossible and unnecessary, outside a Plan of
Aotion for a specific period, to detail the activities,that a
propaganda group ongages in, In general, a propaganda group seoks
to spread its jdeas and to recruit primarily through the followe
ing mediums: work in the trade unions and labor movement, above - ..
all; work in the trade unions and labor movement, sabove all; work s
in mo ss organizations; circulation and sale of its press and pube
licationsg; public meetings and c¢lasses; individual contacting, e
It 1s to be seen that this does not differ substantially from what 5
have been our main forms of activity, for some time, The main

activity like agitationsl oampoigns, clection campaigns, demone

propagonda medium, and an election campaign under favorable cire
cumstances can be carried on as on intensive period of propaganda;

& propo ganda group which prohibits it from even carrying through
strictly agitational activities, again especially under favorable
circumstances. What, however, 1s clearly incompatible is mch a
concept and.general perspectivw as is implied in the term "onme
paign party", or any feoeling of obligation to carpy on periedic
or pegular campalgns lest wo fail to "do our duty" in the class
struggle, Thesc latter arc the considerations of a party,

(12) The most impirtant thing to emphasize and re-emphasigze not
merply In this resodution but we whot is more decisivel == in the '
conduct and organization of our work in the next period, is -the - o
nece 8sity of rooting the group in the labor movement, in the LY
trade unions, Insofar as this is not done in practice, or at
least progress mde in thls direction, the character of a propa=-
ganda group inevitably tends to be reduced in-the diroction of
being merely an Iinternal discussion and educabional soclety, It
need hardly be added that 1f the work and influence of our move-
ment in the Labor Party fiocld are to have anything but a literary

position from which this wark can be conducted and this influence
exerted=-~in the labor movement, Especially sinece the end of the

gregsion in the party in this ‘vital respect -- to soms extont due
layoffs in gertain industries, but to a greater extent due to
he faet that many comrades who wont into industry during the w
9w &d bedome integrated into the warking clnss anad: revert
otions 08 8oon 2s the wartime prossuroes wero relenass

o 2
.
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During this period also, guldance and drive from the center on v
this fleld of work fell to a law point, thus reducing to a minimum
, any.counteracting influence which the center might have been able
X to supply. For an effective Marxist propaganda group, this trend
must b sharply reversed; and the incoming National Committoe is S
instructed to glve top priority to the question of re-cstablishing ‘
a functioning trode-union-work center and stimulating the work of
the branches along these lincs, In any case, insofar as.thls can be
done in a resolution, it must be stressed thot our concoption of
a propagenda group requires more emphasis on trode-union work, not
lesss a stronger orientetion tavard the lobor movement as our main

: 4{‘
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£101d of work, not ‘a woakened onc,

(13) It is necessary to unlerline the propaganda-group character
of our movement at this time not only to avoid any lllusions on L

*

on the part of our cogrades, and not only to provide a reallstic
bagis for plaming and functioning, but also to avoid any 1llusions
on the part of contacts, sympathetlc workers who respond to our
propaganda and possible recruits, to many or most of whom the
title “par'cy" means a mass organization of action, The most
difficult recruits to retain are those who join under such false
impressions, The fact that we call ourselves the Workers. Party
“arouses and lends color %0 such 1llusims, In addition, In prepa-
ring ourselves for the role we miss play in helping to develop
and build the coming party of labor, & great deal of clarlty would
. be gained by the public acknowledgment that we consider ourseclves
’ to be what we really are: a Marxlst socialist propaganda group '
. which aims to be an integral part of the broad warking-class Move~
‘ mont . For these reasons, we must rolinquish the name Workers
‘ Party" and ad opt one that more clearly corresponds to the charac-
oA tor and the role we prppose to play.
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(14) Our perspective also indicates the orienmtation In the coming i

: period of owr press, of ow political actlvity and of the center .

! of work.of ow mmbership, Our the aretical press must devote 1t

' self much more to the advocacy and defense of our theorles and pro-
gram as directly related to the American labor movement and the
tendencies in its ranks, to political problems in the U.,3, Our :
popular press must devote ibself more to the propagandistic pre~
senbation of our program and less to agitational materi al, Our LWy
gencral political sctivity must be centered more firmly than ever -
sround the popularization of our lsbor party slogans and our pro-
gram for a labor party. Our rembership must be more systematically
educated in the fundamental programmatic position of the movement
80 that it can most ably defond itself agninst all others and
against all critices in the ranks of the labor movement as a whole,

o
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g ' _-(15) These proposals for change in the orientation and face of
e the movemnt arc not presented in the belief that they arc the
L : “solution" for the present weakness of the scialist movement or

~ of our movement specifically, nor in the expectation that their
3 adoption is calculated to dcad to spectacular growth, At the prosopt
oo . stag such illusions would bo among the most harmful, The coming

| . . porlod, especlally up to the Gofinitive formition of labon's .
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political par’by, will 1h 411 likelthood aee t&n so«:ialis-b move's
- ment and all 1ts calres tésted for resistance to &ll-of %the
. disintegra'bive and de@nerative influences  of modsrn decaying
italismy ‘Bubt if tl» situction in which :we funetion does not
.allow for immediate growth on a yast scale, it cortainly does not
excludo serious and significant recruitment, Our organization
has a specific program vhich distinguishes it from all othor
groups. As no other .does or can do, oar progrart fully meéts the
-need of a democratic, internationalist and socialist alternative
. to all forms of capltalist and Stalinist barbarism, In consdequence,
.- 1t has a specinl appcal to thoso secking a way out. of tho futility
and chaos posed by the dilomd eapitalism-Stalinism, It 1s tho
- emphasis on this appoal that rmss pormeate every ward cnd actien
- of our movement, The justification ond neecd far our movement lios
primorlily in t'his political chaoracter which is 1ts mark of dls=-
tinction. The Marxists are aware of the fact that thelr doming.
task will bo neither smooth nor devold of difficulties and ovon
sharp struggles, Nevortheless, thoy face the coming entry of tho
Americon working closs into tf’le political field as an independent
forco with the greaotest onthusinsm, zoal ond confidence that the
- idea s of socciallsm, weddod to the warking cless, will constibute
that power whoso triumph will wvindieate a)l tho pioncors of s0-
oiaiism and usler rrocdom, Poaco and abundance into a brotherly
wor d.. -
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