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The following information from a
friend should prove to be of
interost to you. Yo hope to be
abdble to sond you such information
from time to time,

April 22, Somobody has just scnt mo a copy of this ncw magazino, "Politice",
written, I would say, by tho kind of pecple who spend all thoir dey lesning
on tie reil around on excavation, waiching tho steanshovels at worl. What an
impuient sieet, whoso solution for our ills scoms to consist in a moral oxhoye
tation to regencrate oursolves. It is ortiroly fitting thot there should o a
lotter from J. Corbott of Akron. Hc still porsists i villing what ha wonts
to sce—- vhich is, in all casos, far from tho roality. The hotred of iha
French for the German he passcs off quitc sinply as oxhibiticnisnl

I wich it woro that simplo, that there was a deop fcoling of rapprochennt
botweon the ordinary Fronchman and tho ordirary Gormon, but at tho presont it
is jJust not so, That thoro is a spocial indignation rosorvod for the g§ is, of
coursc, truo. Yoll, so it goos——cvoryb-dy contributing his confusion teo the
confusion. Vhat a chaotic moss things arc in over hero. Tako a Froncamang a
fow yoars of tho Pooplats Front, tho blitzlricg and the collapso of Frzuc2, tho
occupntion, the liboration, now tho oconoaic staggoring, the return of war
prisonors and tho forced laborors, fascism vhich gave o highor staandard. of
living than tho liborators aro ablo to at tho moricnt, socialisnm which is to the
loft of corrmniem, coumrmnisn which is the most forvidly patriotic currert in
the govornmont, collaboretors in powor, patriots in Jail, intellcctunl life a
dizzying noclstron, pocple who have lost their volition.... The confusion is
e.xplicanOQ

GERVAN "GUILT®

T asked ry opinion on tho question of tho Gorman mations as a tvholo, on
the gar atrocitiocs, etc. For iy part, if you start vith tho pronisc that tho
war ie Justifiod you can hardly stick at any moans to ld1l tho encryye Fer oo
it's 2 nmetaphysical distinction to differontiate botwoon killing a man through
maltiple shell wounds and gase Our objoctions to tho flying boab arc in
ossonco thot wo didn't think of it first. Torror bombing——we did it ¢ Tho
shooting of prisoncrs——thatts bocn done, too. In this respect I heard an
intorasting discussion botween a couple of int olligont officers who wero disc—
ussing the Halmody shootings which occurred during tho von Rurndstoedt Docomdber
offonsivo.
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Thoy took & very practical vicw of it, nonely, that the shoctings werc
wndoerstandable in viow of tho linited nen mnd cquipncnt availeble to handle
thonr at o tinc tvhon spced was the essenco of the operstions Our moral criteria
arc simple; if tho onory did it, it!s vrong. It is unquestionablo that a phil-
osophy such as Nazisv:l iz should 1ove; the vhole nieral level of the people who
subscribe to it. S§o deceos war.e The poople os o whole, so far as I was able to
deterniino whon I had contact with then, cven in spito of the incptnoss of our
propaganda, ore tired, deadly tired, of tho war.

The concentration camps (and I tond to keep a little rescrve of skopticisn
on then in vidw of the reveletions following tho last war) were run by a
ninority of tho gangstor-sadist eleucnt that suchamcvenent as Hitlerisn .
acquircs. Itts very casy to sgy nthorwise, but n soldicr doce as he is told,
howvover riuch ho nay dislike it—-hots forcoed to. The disgust of the soldlioer for
the war rust be at an all timo high nowy he can sce no percentoge in continuing
end risking being kxilled in the lost days of the strugglo.

wher. we captured 300,000 priscners in the Ruhr poclot,and thoy offerod no

nore rcsistance than they ddd, to nic it indicated the will is gence Thoy dontd
rovolt opeanly; thoy just cantt fighte. Their wives and methers worry aboub their
gong, porhaps they haven!t heard fron thom in nenths, perhaps they are priconcrs
in America and they wonder how they aro cating aand how soon they will return
after the war!'s over..but hatc-- soric obviously oxiste (thc propngonla had pogs
to hang fron and Germany is a westo) but it isalt ge.mml and 211 porvading.

The attitude is "Fricdc ist besscr.!

But after the woar vhat o probleon thero will bel  Germany partiticned,
Burope in cconnnic wreeclnge, iloologicol cenfusicn ¢f an unprecedeonted odicsse
it will rescmble the ocononic, political and intellectunl mnlhouse vhich was
the decline of the Holy Roman Empire. I undorstand vhat Ae mcone in speaking
of how hopcless everything lools, how corruptel nnd confused cverything is. A
noy instrunent is boing heard in the orchestra now——-the fear of Stalinisn on
tho Buropcan continentes That's the basic acanirng, os I tde it, of the recent
Borgechese article in wLifet, Contralicticn piled on contradiction.
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AEril 24

The Goranns rightly fear the Russians. In oneo hespitol a German was
placed in a word with some Russians, —ho promptly got out of bed and beat the
gernan up and threw hin out——wouldn't slecp in the same rocon os o Naxi.

SOCLALIZING THZ CHOW LINE

For sonctinme here we had to ongage in 21l sorts of sclf abascment, vhecd-
ling and bulldozing in order to get two piloces of breoad in tho chow lino. Ono
day sonc new feollows were handing out foods Their immenso hands would rcach
into tho bread box and slep TWO picces of bread in yomr ness kit vhother you
wantcd it or not. Tho sanc with the orangess It scoms that they arce Russion
ex-priscners vho arec worlzi 3 for us, sccinlizing distribution in the chow 1lino,
Thon the fcllows came up icr orangos, thoy would stuff ono in ecach pocket of

he jacket. Somo follows vho didatt core for oranges would walk by-but not fard
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A dig paw would coenic dowa on his shoulder ond therc would bo the Russian with
o big socinlist snile on his face. He got tto orangese Occasionally the nman
would protcste Intorpretating this in a cormendeble, though, wrong, foshion
the Russion would nod understandingly ond jan fomr oranges in the nan's jacket.
Socinlisml—- 1t's wondorfull Thoy arc a happy gang of young fellows, alweys
roaring Rod Army songs, threwing each other dowmstalirs, and flinging the nops
eround with zoy obandon,

L * * . . » * L4 »

oy 11
UAQUISARDS

Lost night I had a long talk with o noquisarde Currently ho is a voluntcor
in thoe Belgian Amye. Hc possesses nany of the charnctoristics I have noticed
anong the Fronch and Belgianse He was a prisonor for four yecarse Ec says ho
found more than one good porson aong the Gernmans. Onc man be nantioned had
been a prisoner in the last war. Thouch this mom had nothihg to gain by it
(quite the reverse) he btrought him food, for instance, when the Belglan lmew
~ that he himself hod more to eat than this moan. Ho was an clectrician in a plans.

working onec or two hours a dayj the rest of the timo he walked around. Thon he
got o job on a fam dn order to oot betters Heo oscaped end rcturnod to Belgiun
where he worked as o sabotours. His spocialty was roilroal trackse

He worlked with the Corrmnists, not becausd ho was a Corrmunist (he is a
Catholic Christian Democrat) but becauso they had an opparatus which allowod
hin to givo vent to his hatred of the Gormanse. Ho said that had Picrlot not
left the government therc would havo been a rovolution of somc sorte He hasno
"liking for Leopold, thouzh ho classcs hinsclf as a monarchiste Leopold married
the daughter of a collatorator during tho occupation and lost a groat deal of
facocs This Belgian joinod tho Bolgian arry when he returned fron tho maquis in
the Ardenncse He couldn't stand the low moral level he found, as contrastoed
with the horoism anl sclf-sacrifice of tho prisoncrs and the maquisardse Now
ho is a little disillusioned and perplexed, cocsn't lmow vhat to do. All this
tine he hog beon marriud but says that his wifo u.n“erstmds the conpulsion
under which he works anl is very proud of hin. . .

Moy 18

fbout tho only thing of note is that I sco by placards that the Social
D cenocratic party is now functioning--just vhat its character is, I dontt knowe

’ '-.I also watched some armored processing prisoners preparatory to releasing them—

that is to say, teking the prisoncrs! money, watches, wedding rings, etCe .o
Fornand is still almost overvhelmed with earning a living (in France). Ee
could pley the black market but considers it unscrupulouse. He finished iichring
and liked it. Jcan rcports poor food conditions in France and absolutc chaos
in idcas. «.¢s A Very young Polish boy vho works in thc kitchen talked to us for
avhile todsye That hatred this war is breeding and implanting everyvhered He
has lost his parents, and has only a couple of unclcs in Palestinc. Ho would
like to go to thc United States, Palestine, or Russia, but he can go to no ond
of them, nor rcturn to any of thc tkroc Polands. Ho cantt understand, having
scon so many atrocitics, vhy wo don't pillage, burn and stcal in Germany. It
puzzles him, Anything donc against the Gormans is ethical.
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CONDITIONS OF GERLAN TOWNS

Moy 14

Thoe towm wasn't hit badly, except for the rail yards vhich recoived an
éxtremely accuratc and thorough blitzinge Tho tovn is filled with womon and
children nlmost cxzclusively. The gals all have a tubular mid-scction and arc
not wery attractive. Tho truckloads of Yugoslav displaccd pcople arc being
housed in a building ncar the tracks. Tomen, bronzed, tired, clad shabbily and
bearing huge packs—-tho tragody of Europe. German industry was certainly run
by women and foreign labor. A Siomens-Schukort plant back of our officc oponcd
up todaye. Thon I went to work it sounded like & dove-coto with all woment's - .~ -
voices :

Moy 12

Conditions arc pitifv" and desperato herc. Refugeos stand by the messlinc
and scrape what!s left in c.ir messkits into cans and then cat ite Or fish i
right out of the garbogo. BEnglish prisoncrs drift throvgh--five ycars in 4Ly
prison campse I gave thom mcst of the food I roceived from home.

I and two friends captured thrce Germons in uniform in towme Thoy!re 2li
floceing thc Russions. Prisoncrs—-in this case, Russians—=breoak into Gorman
bakorics, shoving asidc the Germans who arc waiting, ond tako cverything. The
Russian armics (not as an official policy, of course, but becauso of the
# jackal? theory advanced in thoir propazanda and the peasant composition of the
army) are burning homes and killing Cgechs and Germans alike as they advance.

_The Germand are dcathly afraid of tho Russianse

Russian officors I talked to ars quite difforent from Russian enlisted men.
The former toe the official linc more, much more, and belicve--or ompross—-all
tho crap. The onlistcd mon socm cynicale They!re religious,too, intdrestingly
cnoughe The csarist horitego persists. '
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