February 11, 1957
70 ALL BRANCHES:

Re: Socialist Unity
Fund Drive

Dear Comrades:

Under separate cover you will receive multiple coples of. a
document entitled: "Memorandum on our Perspective and Orientation
in the Matter of Soclalist Unity.". This was adopted at the meet-
ing of the Political Committee of February lth, v

- This document supersedes all previous statements on the question
of socialist unity and this position taken by the PC indicates the
manner in which it proposes to proceed in this matter, It 1is a fully
rounded position and comes after lonz discussions in the Politieal
Cormittee. We know the comrades have been walting for a considerable
period for some rounded expression from the committee, Here it 1s,

The memorandum is sent out to the membership in order to facili-
tate a discussion in the ranks on the entire problem of socialist
unity armd regroupment. As such, it 1s part of tls pre-convention -
diScussion, and its gersral line will be incorporated in the pre-
convention document on the American cuestion, .1.¢, the Situation
in the United States and the Tasks of the Organization,

We ask, of course, that the Wranches keep us informed of the
progress of the discussion so that the PC may be in a position to
be fully acquainted with the views of t he membership, :

The Fund Drive will be formally opered at the time you receive
this circular, We trust that all your preparations have been made
well in advance and that with the 15th you will be in a position to
send In your first contributims. Let us put this drive over as
expeditiously as possible so that we may be able to go ahead with
our pre-convention discussion without too much attentlon required
in raising the quotas which ought to be dore as swiftly as we can.

Fraternally yours,

Albert Gates
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MEMORANDUM ON OUR PERS PECTIVE
AND ORIENTATIOIN IN THE MATTER

OF SOCIALIST UNITY
it

. Our orientation in the problem of socialist unity must be rooted in
our relationship to the development of the working classes. The uni-
fication of the AFL and CIO has brought the American working class to
its highest point in strength and made it the most numerous and power-
ful social movement in the country. The unification has been achieved
without the surrender of any of tle basic principles that distinguish- .
ed the progressive secsion from the conservative section, but indeed
with the formal acceptance of these principles by the latter and in the
increasing real acceptance of them by the labor movement as a whole,
The unification of the labor movement in this way is an historic turn-
ing-point for the American working class., At the same time, an his-
toric turning-point is being recorded by another section of the work-
ing people, the llegroes in the South, in the irreversible movement for
equallty that embraces vitrtually e11 of them. Not only are the two
movements historically linked but, despite the 1insignificant organi-
zational ties between them at present, they are already lihked politi-
cally erd soclally in the significance end consequence of their de-
velopment.

Both developments are of decisive importance for the further of a
genuine, effective socialist movement in this country. For a wide
variety of reasons, both of them have unfolded without the socialist
movement being strengthened thereby and without the socialist movement
or any section of it having any influsesnce upon them, Yet, soclalisim
cannot become a serious movement in this country until its mein founda-
tions rest securely in the organized labor and Negro movements and
gtrugrles. In its present fragmented ard disoriented form, socialism
is in no position to ley these foundations. It is important to add:
regardless of its form and orientation, socielism will not be in a
position to lay these foundations until the ofjective conditions en-
gender a new wave of masslive class struggles and radicalization among
the workers, ‘

Objectively, all the discussions, ferment and reconsiderations now
manifest in all the sections of the socialist, Stalinist and intermed-
iate groups, even though precipitated eppapently by the outbreak of
the crisis in the Stalinist world abroad, boil down to resolving the
problem of how to achieve or restore the union of soclalist (or pseudo
socid ist) ideas and the labor movement from the standpcint of each of
ths groups amd tendencies involved, So 1t is the case, as it necessar-
i1y must be, with the ISL., Our decisions rmst facilitate, not in some
unreallizably 1deal or abstract sense but in the sense of the maximum
possible under the concrete circumstances, the advancement of our ideas
of democratic socialism in the ranks of labor and Negro movements, and
the corresponding growth of a socialist movement based upon these broad
mass¢ movements and exercising an increasirg 1nfluence among them,

Any decision taken in the matter of socialist unity, or in relations
with other groups, must serve this objective. Any decision, no matter
what success it seems to yleld of a temporary or isolated nature, but
wnich conflicts vith this objective, which does not serve it, or which
is not conceived anmd carried on in a way which 1s consciously subordin-
ated to the attainment of the objective, 1s wrong, \076
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We recognize that the bulk of the radical movement, including the
socielist radical movement, in the past trenty years has been under
the 1ldeological, political and most often the organizational leader-
ship of the GStelinist Party. Thls movement, which helped ldentify
socialism with the theories sdd practizes of Stalinlsm, cnd of the
Stalinist regimes, in thne minds of the public, and sbcve all in the
minds of ihe worling class, anded by producing an lmrense antagonism
to Stalinigm arml, currespcndingly, to socislism, in the working class,
The Stalinist leadership of this movemsnt is mow practically dead.
The ideolingy of Stalinisn amenz the residuve cf this movement has been
severdy shakaon Ly the Stalinist crisis. It 1Is not, however, &s dead
as 1s the leadership of the Sta iniat vpariy, but remains to one degree
or another. Indesd, tha extent to vhich this ideocl:upy dominztes the
oolitical thiniting of variour irternediats groups {(ex-Svalinist, ex-
Progressive Pariy, ex-Trotskylat) ard thelr supportcrs, or tihe extent
tc which they Levs freed themsslves, formelly cr acltuelly, from thls
ideglogy, d=%evmines in lerze measure the coatribution they are able
to make to eifective socielist regroupment. In turn, the extent to
pltich 1t is »ossible to create or bulld en aifective sociegl ist re- )
erouping as an alternative pole of cttraction to that constituted by
Stal inism, willcdetermine in large measure the degree to which these
groups shake off the remnantz of the ideology of Stalinism, From the
Toeregoing follow these conclusions ‘

1. If a regroupment took place essentlially through the unification
of ull the above-1indicatec groups into a new, united movement, exclud-
ine, only the Stalinist leadership, it would result certainly in ex-
cluding all or the great buvlk of those who, wlthout accepting all the
policies that distingulsh tie ISL, are committed to demoscratic social-
ism and are hostile to sunrndrters, including critical supporters, of
Stalinism in the name of socialksm, Such a new coelesced movement -
weuld carry the stamp, not 20 ruch by formal decision as by 1its pre~
dominant composition, of a va--formed and modified pro-Stalinist move-
ment, We do not see how sucih a coalition could play a gerulnely posi-
tive role in the growhh of a social ist movement as we concelve of 1t,
Neivher is it in the interast of the further progress in the right
direction of those who are to one degree or another movinc away from
Stalinism, It would tend to helf such ideological and politicel pro-
grgus ané thereby contribute to nullifyine the effectiveness of those
who have a contribution o inake to the grcwth of the socizlist move-
ment . Our c ntact, discsussion or collaboration with these groups
amd individuals must therefore aim at persuvading the m not to yield
to Any tendency toward mmch a coalitlon, st persuading them of the
negative character of su~h a direction of thelr efforts, and at turn-
lng thelr attention end efforis in the direction of concrete Tt
o - alternatives. While we seekx friendly contact amd discussion,
free from violent polemics, with such groups and individuals, we must
decline sponsorship and reswvnsibility for any organization or "semi-
organization" which sssociates us with any group thet has not declared
plainly, whatevsr its astimate of the social nature or covrss of de-
veopment of the Stalinist countries, thet it is hostile to and inde-
pendent of the totalitarian regimés that rule them., emd supnorts all
genunnely democratic movementy md struceples aceinst these rsrimes,
L3s=much a3 all the rrcups involved in any possibie unificsticn, have
to one degree or other dondemned the atitsch of Stalinism upon the
flungarian peopnle, and expressed sunpcrt for the democrati¢ and sociel-
is€ strurgle of these people aralnst the Eungarian and Russian Stalin-
13t regimes, our proposal for such a general direction declargtion-on ..
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their part cainot reasonably be objected to as an attempt by us to
impose an ultimatum upon them. :

2, For us to declarz that colladoration with other grouvps requires
their acceptanee cf all ovr theeratical positions, including our posie’
tinn on the neture of Stalinism aad of Stalinist sociaty, or that such
acceptance is requured for cogxzistence in one socialist organi zation,
wonuld be vrong gad witimatistic and con®rasry to cur conception of the
socislist unificatjon that is new required. We make no Smeh declara-
tion and we reject it when made ©r¥ enyone else., W» regard the theo-
retical differences on the Russicn question, on 3Stalinlism, which were
the main csusg of “he splits in the past, as "frozep" for ths present
ag regardg the gr-ups now discussing unity, We do not refraln from
gdvancing our cwn theoretical position, but we do not make 1it, or the
position of any other tendaney, the pre-condition for unity. The pre-
condition for unity is acssptance of the gerwral principles of demo-
cratic socialism, agreermen’ wpon a democrsilic life for the united
erganization and support <f { he democratic strurgle against the total-
iterian regime, This dosy nat encompass'the full pssition of the ISL,
to those tendency we rescrve the democratic right of advocacy in a
responsible and not dismmtive way in a united soclellst organization,
which is the right of any otlier tendency as well, This viewpoint in-
dicates tlat we do not regard or put forward the ISL as the basis of
the reunification of the socialist movement, but do consider 1t as an
indispengdble element of the urnity and as a tendency in it enjoying
full equality with all others, ' : z ,

2,The ISL is in favor of unity wi th the Socialist Party because it
ceny become the framework for such a unification and make a tremendous
contribution toward its advancement. If the SP neglects the opportuni-
ty at hand it will drastically reduce the prospects for its growth in
the immediate period ahead and in the future as well, The orientation
¢f the ISL is based upon doing its best to help realize the former.
posaibility., The ISL decides firmly in favor ofunity with the Soclal- -
13t Party as it is at present constituted anmd without posing &ny con-
ditiens of an organizational or political kind save those that are
incontestable for all members enjoying equality of rights and duties,
The ISL has nelther the intention nor the desire to unite with the
Secialist Party 1n order to "caputre" it, for even if thils were possi-
ble such a "victory" would not only be meaningless but, wha% 1ls worse,
it would defeat the vory cbjective of converting the SP from its
present position of isolation and weakness to an effective, influen-
tial, broad democratic socialist movement in the best traditions of the
Dzbs perlod, Without for a moment abandohing our right to present our
own views on the policies and tactics of the socialist movement, we
favor the exercise of this elementary right 1in such a way as to serve
tha aim of bullding the Soclalist Party, of bringing into it new and
numerous elements from the labor movement, the Negro movement, the
student youth, the intellectuals and professiénal psople, and not in
such a way as to sterilize the party by making it a vanishing battle-
grownd for hard-and-fast factlions or sects, Without for a moment
abandoning our support cf the principles and preactices of democratic
Suc 181ligm gs the basis for a rsunited ar? lheclthy socialist rmovement,
but nether by insisting upon i1:ese principles, we oim to bulld a '
Sociglist party which suscesgsfully Cakos up the challeiges oiffered by
the exislencs of great numvers of radiczls who naove alreudy broken with

Stalanism or are in the course of doilng so, and seek a vigorous '\°78
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socialist orgem ization which re jects sectarianism and aims at becoming
a living movement. It is precisely in this sense that the Soclalist
pParty has the possibllity of disvlacing the Steal inlst Psrty as the
leader and spokesman for the radical and progressive movements, not
only amd not €ven s& much these of the past period Y4t the new ones
that are sure tc develop, ,

Individual radicsls formerly under the influenceof Stal inism may be
recruitied to a revolutionary sect, DBut the bulk or rhese who are
st1ll ready to work for socialiam can be attracted only to an organiza-
ion whicl: 18 a serious politfcal movemert or which has the possibility
of being doveloped into such a movement, I'rom thls noint of view, too,
tha ISL favors unity with ths SP as the organization which it is possi-

ble to build up as a serious pole of attraction to all radicals of
ye-terday, today and tomorrow, which offers a_slgnlficant alternative
to Stalinism in the struggle against capital ism and imperialism, If

ths SP takes advantage of the real possibilities that are arising be-
fore our eyes it will be able to become just such a L)ol,e of attraction,
meanwhile, in discussions Wi th the various socalled "pro-Soviet" ele-
ments in and outside the CP we emphasize above &ll our minimum politi-
gal platform for democretic socialist regroupment and present and de--
fend the ISL's proposal that it unite vith the SP., We strongly urge
that the SP enter into all the current debates and discussions on re-
sroupment, _ L 7 R AR

i, Our aim with regard to the Socialist Party must serve in turn
our wider long range aimwith regesrd to tlie labor mowement, as the
most important of the mass movements in the country. The present per-
iod i1s a long intenlude between the last radicalization wave and the
ore to come. In such a period it is not possible to think in terms
of a genulnely powerful sociallist movement numbering many t ens of
thousands and influencing many hundreds of thousands mrd more, But
i% 18 possible and necessary to utilize to the maximum all the possi- .
bilities now at hand to consolidate during this interlude the kind of
g2oclalist mor ement that wlllb e best able to assIst the working class
in its further economic and political progress and be assisted in turn
by the most conscious elements from its ranks who join and build the
socialist wing of the labor movement,

The ISL has no grandiloquent illusions sbout the irmediate possi-
bilities for a powerful socialist movement, It is lowever anxious
to do all in its power to utilizae present concrete possibllities,
no matter how modest, in conscious preparation for the much greater
possiblltties of the future., It 1s also in this sense that the ISL
is prepared to unite v th the Socialist Party amd to pursue a course
of bullding it up that willbest advance the cause and influence of
socld ism in the labor movement, now and later, It is in the same
sense that we refuse to support any movement which equivocates on the
Key question of the Stalinist regimes, for, among ather reasons, it 1is
przcisely the identification of Stalinism with socialism in the minds
of the American working class that has militated so strongly against
tho progress of socialism in this country.
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CONVENTION SCUEDULE

Julz 5

10 Al 1. Convention opened by Shacht ian, kat'l Chairman
Elcctions of Cormittee and rules

e sresiding Commaittee

o Credentials Covmittee

' Resolutions Conuulttee

Secretaries of Convention

10:30 2. International Question:
A. Resolution: the Revolution against
E | _ Staliniam,
. - Draper, Reporter

Report 40 mins,
Discussion 1} hrs,
Sumriary 20 mins,

80 Tunch !
00 PN Be International Rzsolution:
' Report :35 mins. Gates 1:,0. Reporter
On amendnients: Draper,lenorter20 nmins.
"Discussion: 2 hrs.
Suwrmaries: Reporter: 20 1.ns.
¢+ Amend, Revorter: 10 nins.

5:303.American Question: ,
- A. Unity and Regroupment :
PC Reporter 45 liins, Shachtman
Iinority 45 liing., iinolkell
7:00 Supper
8:00 PpiI - Discussion 2 hrs.

10300=12%00 ‘Continved Dizcussion &h Tnlty 2 hrs.

Swritaries: Mine. 30 @ .ins.
Maje 30 | Liise

1:00 ILunch

2:00 Pi1 Ze Socizlists and the Lal.ox ioveeent
PC Reporter/35 i ins, .21l
Min, " .35 M Diraer

Discussion 2 hrs. ,
Summaries: Ilin. 25 =@ing,
Liaje 25 ming,

7:00 P1i Supper

(continucd Pape 2 )
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page 2
CONVENTION SCHEDULE (cont.)
July 6 |

8:00 P11 4, 1I3L
A. Organization: Gates, Reporter

B, Press: PC Report, Shaclitiian
ninerdty Reportj.oilaskell

.. L. ar
PR S R A N O LIV AN A N A A

July 7
10Q00 AM 5. Greetings from ¥YSL

Ge. Elertion of Natioral Comaittee

BRAICII ————

DELAGATE e e

ALToopaTLZ

SIGLLD

—————— - -
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.ON CHANG=S IN OUR PRISS
BY Gordon Haskell

Propourls for changes in our publicution set-up have been discussed by every recent
convenvion of the ISL. .as we approach this convention, there is at least one sig-
nificant difference in the discussion. In contrast to the past, this time every
functionary and menber of the PC agrees that some change is inevitable.

It is not necessary for us to go into the reason for this in detail. For ueavs
the ISL has perforned an incredible feat in getting out a weekly tablo:d and &
quarterly magazine with the financial resources at its disposal. Now everyone re-
coznizes that it is impossible to continue to do this. although I venturs to say

. that no organization with similar resources in anerica has succeeded in maintaine

ing such a press echedule over a sustained period, it is clear to 211l that we can
continue to do so no longer.

Before we discuss the alternatives open to us, it is desirsble to say a few words
-about what our press has cost us. Since there is only a certzin amount of money

" available to us, vur decision to pour every availuble penny into the press has
‘meant that all other aspects of our functioning as a national organization have hzd
to be restricted accordingly. In the first instance, this has cost us a function-
4ng national offics which corresponds to the needs of the organiz:tion, Unless
one has ample, competent unpaid labor with vwhich to staff a national office, one
has to pay to staff it., Since we were not lucky enough to have such labor, our
national office has had to limp along with what spare time efforts various com-
rades in New York could devote to ite The results are too well known to every
branch in the country to require elaborestion here.

But now, even if the uembership were to decide that we could continue to get along
with the kind of nationzl office we have had, or lacked, in the interest of main-
teining our press at its present level, this cannot be done.

S0 we 211 have to face it. Soume degree of retrenchment is necessarv. This is
especially hird to take today, when we all feel that opportunities will open for
us in the period ahead which we have lacked for some time. But vhen an organiza-
tion has over-cxtended itself too.long, it cannot always choose the most approp-
riate moment at which to reduce its functioning to levels more in keeping vith its
actual resourcese

It is quite understandable that when comrades are faced with the need to retrench
they try to find a way to make as little of a change as possible. Instead of
taking the opportunity to assess the read position, needs and capabilities of the
organization afresh, such comrades approach the problem from the point of view of
firocking the boat" as little as possible. It is from this approach, in my opinion,
vhich the idea stens that if we have to cut back, we simply get out the present
LABOR ACTION every other week, instead of weekly, and continue with the quarterly
NEW INTZRNATIONAL G

I do not deny that such a set-up is possible for us. U do not deny that with such
a set-up, it is even conceivable that we could strengthen cohsiderably the func—
tioning of the national office, though its muintenance over a period of tine would
be questionable. lhat I wish to strongly urge, however, is that such a set-up
would not be the most desirable for the ISL at the present tinme. ’lC>63'z~
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First let me dispose of a couple of questions vhich may arise in comrades! minds.
Everyone is agreed thut at this point we could not save the weeidy LA by discon-
tiruing the Nl. TFurther, analysis of printiag costs shows that it vould not be
feasible for us to put out a decent bi-weekly magazine, even if we discarded the
VI, .It is juci possible that ve mizht be able to get out a somevhat expanded
bi.-weekly LA, say a ten or iwelve pager, if we dropped NI. Suci.a pubiicetion
would suffer, hoviever, from all the disadvantages of putiing out a ragozine in
nevispper format vhich were raised at the time of the lasy corventicn,

In my opinion, our press needs at the present time would best be served by con-
centrating 2ll our firancial avl journalistic resources on a mouthly mnaguuine of
roushly the size and format of the aAuerican Sccizlist, but with at least 32 pages
per issue. :

The possibilities of such a muagazine; for us, should be fairly clear to eyery com-
rode. In it, vwe could coubine the theoretical and enalytical material which now
appz2ars in tae ¥I with the most worthwhile material which appeors in Li. aclually
the qw.*w of iae magesine could be superior in soue weys Lo anyiling ve have got-
ton out in the recent past, hecguse 2 concentration of our writing talent on one
-organ would elimirate the off-the-cuff quirky maverial of necessarily lov quality
vhich ha; appeared in our press along with tle high-.qualivy orticles, si:ply be-
cause space had to be filled. Furth‘er, there is no reason vhy such a pulllicﬁion
‘would have to be pondercus or dull. Vith a month to plan each issue, with all
sour writers to call on for mauenal, with edl forla.l choice replacing editorial
necessity, ve cow'd put out a mazazine with very high jourralistic political
‘gtanderdse

Hovever difficult it may be to swallow the necessity for a retrenchment of our
press al this particul.r time, the fact is that if we consider our, situction and
prospects, it would not be an unnitigated disaster. For the period ahead it is
elear that even tiongh orgaunizational wdvances are possibls for us, our chief
role in the fermend which novw exists among all radicals i snerica is an ideolo-
gi‘cal one. That is vhere our strength and our possibilities lies. and from this
point of view a concentration of our press into one publication which can pack
the naximun wa llop, .80 to speal, could do more for us than many conrades imegine.

In contrast, a set up in vhich /e get out a bl-weexlv LABOR aCTICY and a quarterlv
'¥I would leave us vwith a press which is pretty much like it has been for the .
‘past few yeavs, except that we lose the advantages of weekly publlc; tion, and
replace them withe...no other sdvantages The bi-weekly could be no better than

our present vieeikly. It would have to be gotton out by & part-time editor. 1In
addition, it would suffer frou 41l the dissdventages inherent in bi-weekly publi-
‘cetion. Such a nevispaper cannot be currenty :r the sense of a veekly, and a2t the
same tire it cannot be more of a magozine thuan La is already. Since its rytha,

.80 b speak, carnot correspond to the rythm of a functioning orgenization, it

can serve the "house organ" functions cf the weekly only very poorly. (announce-
nent. of forthcominz meetings; reporting on ficetings and other events of intcrest

to the readership, etc.) Since.bi-weelly Lau plus NI would contimic to strain our
financigl and journzlistic resources to the utwost, no serious, mnorvament in
quality can be e‘goected.

‘Nov, it "i clear that in and of itself, a nonthly nmaguzine as the sole publication
of an org anl atlon such as ours presentis certain problems. It cannot at all ful-
£i1l the "house orzeu® functions mentioned above. It would have tc be supplement-
ed by a rejular veekly or bi-weskly organizational-politica newélcttcr vihich .
would serve those and other functions. : With a monthly’ mz.mzine. such a newsletter
. would be entirelv feasible, within our mecans, end is a necessary part of the pro— [08?
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pesal. Further, such a newsletter would not simply stand by itself, but weuld
"be a product of a functioning nationel office vhich would ¢lso be guaranteed by
the release of money and nanpovier involved in retreunching to a monthly publication.

This nceds to be stressed, once egain, tecaunse it is, or should be, a vital con-
giderytion in the nids of all of us vhc aie thinking about now best to criri on
the werl: of the ISL in the period ahexad. In reaching their conclusions ebout
the whale problen of our press and our future functioninsg, tle comrades in the
branchesg should consider this also: =Zow much would a renlliy efficientlr fanction-
ing national office:mean to you? EKow much would it mean to you to get prompt
replies to communications and questions from New York; to be informed pronpily

and fully of all iaportant developments and decisions there?

Wow, I would not seck to prove that it is impossible that this can be done with a
bi-weekly La plus NI. We will do everytiiing possible to improve the situation,

and concrete proposals and sieps are being teoken to seex to irprove i{ in any
evente But all 1 cen confidently assert is this: The bl--weekly plus querterly
neans that we will coniinue to be straining and ovecr-straining just to get out

our press. In ths pest this has meant that in such circunstences vhenever anything
had to be let go, it was some function cr functionary of the n.tional office )
vhich went down the drain under the iapl.ied siogan "the press at any cost.% If
"we decide to continue witlh a press vhich will be over-inflated for cur circum-
stances, I see no reason to really expect different results in the future.

. ) '

There are at least two other aspects of our vork in the pest thich have been sacri-
ficed to our over-erxtended press. This is the possibility of getting out pum-
‘phlets, and our interna tional relatioans. Both have gons by the board for one es-
gential reason: since every nerve and brain-.cell at the center had to te strained
to zet out our press, there wus nothing left over for pamphlets and the system-
atic developuent of contacts and propagation of our views avroud.

Every ccmrade who has anything to do with people Who arc finding out about our

organization and its views for the first tineknows how terribly haundicapped ve

are by the lack of adequate, current peamphlets. The annual parmphlet-issues of

La have been an excellent sto-zap in this field, but no uors thon thet. If we

still give some of our old pamphlets to new people to read, it is siaply out of
“habit, and often because we huve not read them ourselves for so many years that
. vie don't realize hovw out-dated, from the p01nt of view of our present politics,
| they have becoue.

Here again, comrades must weigh ond décide. There is really no reason vhy, civen
e concontration of our publicution on a monthly magazine, ve could not get cut a
limited nurber of absgolutely essential pamphlets in the next period. I wiould not
be so foolbardy =s to promise that thcy woulad aciuully be gotton out. But one
thing.is certain, the chief obstacle to their coming out in the past would be
greztly reduced.

The same is true of our internationel relations. Right now we hzve a number of
requests from foreisn publications for articles on our point of vievw. GSome of
these requests are years old. They have not bzen filled for one chief reason;
the comrades willing and sble to write such articles huave been so invelved in
writing for or getting out our press that they siuply did not have the tire to
divert to this important worke. This also was the rcason for the collapse of the
prouising international newsletter vhich a ccuple of comradcs ctarted some time

a0
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o™ ,' it is O-)ViOl 510 1nposeidle to ’-i sCU o this -hole euestion intcllisently A the
out refs snce to tie gucction of wnity “iiich ©ill e bufore the convention. 1
i1l _tternt tc wiscus: 1% not sc iveh froo Ly o:m point of vizw on urityr, -s
fror .n, ob‘?ective 15600 nent or the noussl ble liplic_ticns ef our Lecision for

ony unit" pursvective, '

since i rebrenchiuent to o sincle ronlily public tion iy nore ir stic thin ratrench.
wend to . bi=veeidly plus quarterly, ticre is on undersionicdle feclin: th t it
BERS ROAT A ive such .n lopression of v ness on our p.rt th .t unit- ith us would
oo loss desiraole to so.we cleudeuts in tie oF=u0F vhe no incline tor.rd it)

I wouli not pretend to be nrivy to the thou kt=-processes of tie o borship cr
le. orsnin of the ar=aJF on ithis guestions ..dl I cun sy is this: I do not
tzin't gnyore on our slde is trving to i:id the SP-sUF _bout “ke r.sscs in ocur |
orﬁpiv tlon. hose vho huve wctu.nll: di cusseé the . tter ~ith cus people huve
= protty 40014.»0 pictun of tic vuentity and quality of our meub:rziip., Beéfore

uritv on awvone's bosis c.n nosuibly 2e -.chiev;::",. this pieturs is vound to 3¢
.ruc. cle.rcr, Jjust as cur imovlcedge of the guintity and gvalit: of the i ber-
glip of the aF-.Jr is bounc to ,;et cle rer. %Yhus it cuncet nn geuld a0t be o
au. -vtmn of our dcecidin,, wir.t e shoull or should not do *ith ro
press and our Zencrsal or wnizutionel <2t=:p frou tke point of vie:
apy "ind of cn infl.ted picturs for the Sr=odi

Bus I wAll 5o £arther than thise Since the propossl for o sincle conthly
-.xu-)hc -tion ‘would mdce possidle, in :» opinion, e sclid functicning of cur
ion=l office, the re Ml .r issuence of .n orp.nix tion. A-politlisal nevsletter,
e ape.arance of pum lots, I wn cox*i;dent that it <ill iuproveilis cuternal
spue .rance of our orguniz.tion just :s it will irprove $ts int .1 functionin.
ig 41l D2 30 for un-one butbt tie M"t cooucl observar irmedd w"l" nd SP-3lFersg
eeriouzly concorned *Ath unity ith us “ouls not de cusu.l chserv:
Je, o o7ind vords  Since relitions bitreen tho bronches wnd ¥ho e
cer so tcnuwousn in recont tiacs, I coanet protend to hove oorell !
.robla:'s of the or;.niz_ticn _s . vielaes 1 inov pretiy well new: Lobor ..ctien
s beon used, o s not been used by Al broncbes aurin | tho o st three yo TS
I 1:1]0" Dr(‘tb" voll et it nus ne.at o the J:UL. o will bo t}‘!c C; i r-u_l_i.gr( re
fren wnyr 2 tvﬂncmn_nt froi: the poini of vi:': of their “weoi=to- . setivitice,
sub the coir.w-s in each broach should $hin: seriously, =n. not J-J.‘t, Iro:si v.bit,
jusb how they 'loul.l. be _ffcctud by tle two sropos.ls for cur presid . bieeokly
L. plus qu&.rt:*l,; I, or .. single montildy 1. .zinc, plus noislebicrs

I +4l1l bde _s interested te heor fron tho, befors ov b the ceavention cn tids
gucstion .o I hope thes .re to .ot tho benefit of @y o rionce i opinicns Iron
tic n.ticnel office. If thoyr _re of ¢l epinien thot iron Lho polat ¢l view

of their loc:l cup-orience ond opporiinitios It is untsin (bl Jer as to s-tripch
tc - single ronthly f«esasine no robtor st othor benofits of su e o pobeenclront
it be, &7 o howe any paosibhilit, i patting cut o bi-ve .z.-‘l:;_:’ né gv-rherls,
Aot will bs oot eaourh for e hot sheula net b cod snow i fer .nyone,

I thin:, 1o :n arouch to the gqucsticn of our pross which resurds it in iscl-tien
Tren the preblens of tie functicnin: ol tiw ompniaation as - vhele, .at snocinle
1 {ren the poinf 0 vicowr ¢f surfies _ppe rances ("it wouldn't locic —0oi") v th-r
t on freiv tiot ol thie nosic nceds of the orjinizuticne

i ' TS 85



AGATNET TR DRAFT RESGLUTICH

OF TH% PC MAJCRITY

The b g.nc of ’OC;&ll“m to the Americen working class rerzing lhe prob-
2

nr of our epoch, Any new regroupment of socialiste must learn to OVET o0 2
the iseolation of socialism from the American workerss This is g;pecia11y true

now that the breskup of the QC*ﬂllLut rurly hes offerod socialists a golden
oppartunity te break out of iso srion that has gripped us for so many yeardse

V The Draft Resolution on t¥e Amerzca Situation, vhich attempts to tell

" soclialists how to function in <ie labor movement under the now conditions ree
- sulting from the breakup of the CIy is full of opportunist and sbstentioniet
érrors, It guarsntees the dissppuirance of any tendency that supports it.

It continues two fundemental and fatal errors. These arc: 1its conception of
how socialists funetion in the labor moveme‘) in o concrete way; and ite line

on politlcal actlon. %

: The Reaolution Bay8y "Socia11st wionists do not alm to gralt soms specizl
~oredo of their own on the labor moveiientees? = That is to suy; socislists do
not have their own line to counterpose to that of the trade union burocresy.
They can, of courase (as the Resolution Bays=-1f not actually then in effect),
~8it in some ivory tower while work mrs strugzle ageinsit speedup, lavoifs, etc.,
- but they nustn't "impose" their "credo® on these sirug-les, Rather, they must
" behave as "loyal" trade unionists, We don't attompt to "ecapture® any unlonte.s

TIE REAL MEANING OF ®LOYALISM"

Now the author of this scction may object that this is an unfalr stateuent
of his position, But vhether he wnderstands it or not, his linc is one of. ab=
ptaining from the day-tow-day strugzgles of the working class, promising the
trade union burocracy that we. will not challenge it even on a loeal level,
Else, why dves the suthor apesk of "not capturing any unmions"™? Zvcry man,
voman & child knova that the ISL or any sociaslist tendency in the U.S, oan only
“dream of cepturing any union today. Then why does tho authior have to spenl
about socialists carturlnc wiions? Ee moans in practicc; snd in reality, scce
ialisto will not c‘allenée unien buroerats on a lecel scsle, Thie is his con-
ception of "loyal® trade unionisnm, (It corresponia perfectly with the burce
~erats! own concoeption of trade union “1oyaltv“.) He means, as he hinself has
practiccd Tor ycars, abstention from the day~towday siruggles.-on sny kind of
eriticel basis~-under the formule "There is nothing to do%, The ssotion of
vhe ISL he les 3 has done nothing for yeers to H2rno6c! any "ercdo® cn the Now
Yoriz labor mov uenty deapite seme valuable opycrtunxt os Tor goclalist patle
eipation in Important SOQtiCnS of Yew York end lew Joerscy lakor, This absicne
tionisa in vractice spseks louder than ell the reseolutiens o protests  the

wther can

b

The conaortion that one can build a soclalist or leflewing tundency In ths
d Floyaliist® basis, is wn o***ruun*ct Onte

in by en alleoud particinsticn of so¢e

tieal basise. This doos noiuy of ému‘se,

of participaticn,. But it doem mesn

labor moveuent, on o noneeritical ond
The enly vey o lofb wing con bs bulilt
Jalists in the labor movement on a cri
urge ony kind of utepian or wildsran eo

(continuod on rovorss J-F-C) NN
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that every orpgasizcd unit of socialirmg whatever the form pay bey o ng its
primary task thz parijcipation in ard influcncing of that section ¢ the labor
movement nearest to it, :

Recause the Comm aist Party in the middie 1930's learncd to do this In
the CIO upsurgoy they grew vigorously to contrel of the UAW, UE and many other
important unione, Mainly from thls alleout. participation they grew from

10,000 to 100,000, Because the (then united) Trotsiyist movemont could not,
- due to its potty-bourgeois habits, accomplish the same sort of concentration,
it failed to grovws and declined insicud:

'STRJNGLhS & WEAKNESSES OF THE AME: “JRN CP

The comnection of the Communist Party tc the Russian Stalinist regime was
:not (a8 one sometimes heare said) sn advantege which faciliteted the growth of
the Stalinista in the Amcrican lsbor movement. On the contrary, the politiesl
zig-zagging dictated from Russia embarasscd the Stalinists and constently
threatensd to isolate thoum, If the 8talinists had not had to bear the albatroes
around thcir necks of defending every policy of Russia, they would nct so eacw-
ily have lost control of the UAW, and had their powerful UE liquidat&ds

- Reuther ruse to power on the basis of his criticism of the socad policy of
the Stalinists during World War TI. Likecwise the Stalinists were forced out
of the rost of their lebor st -ongholde, especizlly in the CIDy due to thoir
political support of the Stalinist regime during the Cold Wars "The final blows
vwere the Fhru"chnv revelations and the hunoarlan RcvolutLon, T '

The importent thing in tho dizcusaion of the Stslinist influchce in the

. labor movement is to understand 4} -t the Stslinisis gave concrete, day-~to-day
leaderohip, wherover they werej did not sbstain from any of the struggles of
the workera, They threw into the laber movement the cream of thoir very tale
ented and courugoous cadres, 2nd sucoceded only beceuse thers werc no g(duluu
socialista opposing thoem, Whore nilitent ard c'Glallat oppositicn existod

the Gtaliniets hql much herdor sledding, Tho record is open for anyons wno ig
intercsted in learning how the Staliniets nsde such gaina,

The only time that the Tvotsizist scelions mads any progre 5 in the labor
- mevenent wvas during the way por ,1.3&, vhen wnder the prodding of odely and
others they both uede cflforts Lo pa ipnte, Whalevor we have todey is banice
ally the result of that activily. Wher ihe boavy b,ubijOxrzeﬂAS wolght suc-
- cecded after the was in first uurin& down and then destyoying this pefspectiv&,
the isolation of our tendency from the lebor movemend bu"u 1C cvmp‘#uaa

ABSTENTIONISI: IH FRACTIC

=1

It is & fact that the Jurpesk center oE th mwe mcnh ‘fiﬂ“ N‘_( etion,
has no peorspective whatevs: ‘ Batlery ont ro=
ceives all sorte of rousons | nhUﬂﬁY Y Qi1 il
portont part of s pove ment wiien ub\alluu rskoe no orpanived
atiompts to concorn itaoli with i) cska of 1.;v1ﬂ*;f*~c In the lulor
DJVCﬁBuug that is sl ' : Lporizen 1ile,
E Tho fact that lea ding ' 2 bolicve that thers 1t nethin
3 for ua to do in the 1auo; TG TG ne  The sociell
movemont will not berefit from g; morioan workers; 1L

it 18 not up to its neck in tho
(0{5‘!

Labtr L;O'\.Ku‘ gy

- : (eontinued on next she Pt)
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All kinds ol 1llusions exist in- the ISL an to how we will win tho worke-
ing class to socialism, Some people honeutly helicve that to concertrate in
the trade wnions is ruinous, They beliave the studmnts or any rther arcas of
activity ie more iwmportant. Thoy obviously bslicve in some so:  of Usponten~
oity" theory, I%4 runs like this: There will be a radicalization, and the
workers will’ then scol us out in the wniversities, profescious '“d agoncics,
Néthirz could te farther from the truth. Therc can be no cffcctive sooialist
organization without the labor movement, And it is eguelly true that there
can be no effective socialist parbticivatica in the labor movaizent without
socialist branch pelitical leadorsiip. -Trey are inscperably bowsid up with orc
enother,s Beocause tuis oorrect diatectical ,onocptlon wes abandoned to one
‘degree or another by all non~-Stalinist SCLlQquto, the 1soldtion of socialiam
frcm the 1abor movement was guaranteud.,;

The SWP did it by followlng 8 sectarlar volitical line whlch icolatnd it
from the labor move ment, During the war they refuscd to participate in the
fight against the nc=strike pledge on the ground that it was "adventurism®,
‘They lost out further when they characterized the Routhor GM etrike program
as an "illusion®, The antieStalinist workers! opposition in the UE was to
‘them merely a ge' g of rodebalters and aC”U'ers, etce They arc gueranteed to
find a good sectarian explanation far being on the sidelincs whi‘o the workors
arc. atragvllng. :

‘The. ISL, while adoptlng correct nolitical lines on many important gques=
“tionsy slowly abandoned “over the ycars any political and organlzational
diroction to its work, The PC rarely discusses work of this nature,. The FO
‘members of the Labor Committee cennot find time in order to funchiion cn that
body. A general collepse of the leadership has taken place on this whole
“question, This accounts, not surprisinglyy for. a-great deal of the hopcless~

~nese thet exlsts today on this subacct.

The lcadership»will tell you that thw objective situntion militates against
any unicn porspeeiive, but one thing is surey From a state of collapse and
paralysis con come, not wvolulionsy but only complete denorzlination. Glven
e political leaderst ip with any kind of morale on ﬁ‘is guostion, some modest
but necessary end important ateps can be taken to pmake scclelism truly a part
of the labor wmovonont,

OPPORTUNISH T PRINCIFLE

The Draft Revolutionts linc on political action in the trade unions is an
oppertuniat oro, vory appropriate to o Dubinsly or to the ﬂq1}y‘fn rard school
of Bpocialisn®, ‘they toc will (or at lecast would until recemily) “ell you thab
thaoy ore dOﬂlullh\Ls but that they do not wert to go against the policy of tho
official union movencr Ourirnde Shachimen will object that wa cre dififerant
becuuto th¢ rrwolv ion 3311 eolls for a lubor parbty, while acrs righissring
socianl : do note. Even this i3 only an epparet™ distinc t;on; sineo

DubiA'“¢, Iou‘ y obsep nave for ycars aaintained o sort of labor party in NP,

¢t Lo that no real presoure exivte on us on
h.o policr o o oor supvorting soclcllobe acain teo Iile Stovine
8on, 1his prevﬂurc 0N us 'JMth doco not exist, There is, however, ~ very

rcal preasurs on us on this question in tho labhe “J\fﬂurtﬁ That prossure

(gentirmucd on yoverse 5ido), (¢>EBé§
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comas from the "oprogressive" trade union barocrats on our ranks-——tihoy dentt

like our suipert to a soclalist cppositions. They would like very rmuch to,

use somc of our recorple to org*ﬂizu their political zctlion for thom; but {hey
od

first want sociq:*o“s to Tgut wise to themuclves and atop acting 2o purch,

2 boe

[

That docs not mean that socialisto cormot pariicipate withlin PAC, cto.
They sheuld ard they must holp tulid lobor's VCllthal ectivitics, even on
its pro-Dewocratic busise Bubt for us Lo agvendeon the kind of a nocialict
education we can moke with nilitonts who are growing close to us; sround en
election campcicn, %o a wey of madag ac mobo relistle and loyal o " pr o
grossive" trade unin burccrats. 7To thom, we become more\?respousible" and
Fgoensible". Socizlists who fall into tne 0itsall of being ao naible®
simply p: opul themsclves from bedng close to the renks of the militants, to
being part of the burccracys The whola proposul hes to be seen in the light
of a ccncerted pressure on owr few rcmu“lng Leading cadres inh the labor
‘movement to beceme part of tho "progrusiive’ ving o the labor burocracy,
When secn in this lighty the drefd rCuQ;utLOﬂ 8 propesal not to opposc tha
officizl labor movement!s candidate, "like Stovenson®, s rot o result of.
eny proteots from belowy but constitutes giving in to precsourcs frok above,

1 B
To be surc, somcone can say, there are some worksers who roscnh our
- opposition to Stevenson, This may be true, but by and lerge the ranks,
while supporting a OStevenson, do not do 8o in the waytthey cupport n pichsti
- 1ine, By and large, they aupvort a Stevenson with a feeling of apathy,
Most militents who ars groulnﬁ closer to us rospect us for cur sosialist
convicltions. A3 a nmatier eof fact, whatover general stending and worth feoxr
socialien that the Socizlist Party has today in the labor movommt wao
gained, in the maing by electorsl oppositlon to capitulict candidates,
The 5,P. has been the traditional vehicle for workers prctest ageinst eupe
italism. We now propose to enter the 5.P, and then deprive 1t of its most
influentiel avenue to the Amerlean workers, BEven the procont S.P.=3.D.F.
just refuwed uO bup this propositiony thus the P.C, najorvnyfa proposel io
to the right of those riphtewling Soclel Domosrats,

CLARITY REQUIRDD
it has boen difficult to discucs thess quonibions of

s
Lion in the lobor movenmsnt becausc of the ﬁ"nurﬂl maloise that

Heo soci
~

particize
exieten in the movenents But now, the growing movement for socialiab
regroupmont hns again stimulated interest in the bacis provlwn of' vinning
eyt worho
1

aliet nmovement that doss not
.
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A POINT.OF VIEW

by J. Lo«Bride

I suppose, now that the issue of unity with the S.P.-S.D.F. as a prc-equisite
to Sooialist Unity in the U.S., has reached the point where delegates to the ocon-
vaction have been elected end the various branches of the league have taken their
stand, either for or against the resolution of the P.C. majority, it is too late
to do much more than express a point of view on the subjoot; with the hope that
your opinion will be made kncwn to the rest of the members of the league.

I am in favor of Socialist Regroupment for I realize that the divisions
.. that exist in the movement taday meke it practically impossible for the movement
' to achiave any measure of political success in the UdSe

Despite this fact, I do not believe the majority's resolution will acoom-
plish this eim for a variety of reasons.

I would like to point out that first of all since the S.P.=S:D>F, has not
fssusd an invitation to the ISL to unite with them as an organization, either
through its press or i%s national committes, & vote on our
part to teke such aotion is oomparable to an overenxious maid buying her wedding
trousseau before she has even met a suitore

The next point I would like to bring to +the attention of our comrddes is
the faot that, to date, I have neither read(of nor heard of just what the S.P.-
S.DoFs as an organization, thinks of the proposition of the need for a Soclalist
Regroupment «

. Of course I can recall, and so probably ocan some of the other comrades of
£ tho Leapue, uwhat the S¢P.~-S.DelFs had to say, regarding the asceptance into their
party as members, people Who had been followers of Lenin, Trotsky and Staline

. They were opposed to accepting such personse

- Now if the majority of the PC of the ISL really halieves that unity between
the ISL and the S,Pe=S.DsFe will atiract such vast hordes of former CePe members
and supporters into seeking memvership in the new unitod group, how do they propose
to overcomo the aversion of their S§¢P.~-SDF com:adas to such persons as members
without oausing a major split in the proposed newly united group?

1090
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On the question of the advisability of seeking unity with the
SePemS.D.,F, Withat any previous disai ssion between them and the
League regarding the many points where both groups differ, I cannot
buy Shachtman's opinion that these differences don't really matter
today. .

For the 1ife of me, I cannot see how we, of the League, ‘can
exiat in any groupe, withat trylng to estabiish our 1deas on how &
poiitlceal parvy should function. Or on the kilnd < a p ogram such
a party should havez, or the kind of press it shouald have, It secems
to me that unless we can reach a working agrsement with the S,.P.-S.
D.F., in advaag¢e cof unity, an agreement whers by ws cen 2t any time
cppose anythiug that we fell 1s unacceptabls to &ir concepis of a
socialist pciitlcal priy, withont being branied as being elther
disloyal tc the S,P.,~-S.D.F., or disrupters of wrty hanrmcay,.

i
1

Shachtman says firat of all, there 1s no time for such a pre-
liminary discussion, secondly there is no need for such a preunity
understanding.

In the first instarce he clelms that there gre thosands upon
thim sande of sociallst minded people in the U?S, who have becane
¢isorganized by the roie of the C.P. in Hungary.

4 He says 1f wo walt too long these people will drift away into
¢ politlical chlivica or worse =t3ill, into ons cof the capitalist

K polltlcsal prtiese Or evan more heplfying, will form many more
smailer sects,

Actually what Sheachtran Is referring tec as scclally minded
reork ar- in fact; the former C.P. members anl @ riy-liners. Who,
4 vy his own statement, have had neo time for the SP, the SVP, the ISL
. 2 ¢r any other socialist sect in the U.S5,

. Tet m2 ecav et Tthis point, that to me, these r= aple were never

F s 1ally minded peple~ 1In their Vﬁﬂkhﬂ prhaps, they wers Marxist

2 and cver tie Yelr:s thsy beczire hypuotized By Stalinig successsa o
gzch & point that they had lost all comepiS of thie real aims of
Socialism,

I cannot see where the m trages perpetrated by the C.P.
directed Russian Army upon the Hungerilan people Werg any more shame =
ful than the flormer actim s of the Russian C,P. in “ast Germany,
Poland, Czechoslovakia and even in Rusgsia itself.

Is it not more loglcal to conclude that in the U.S. the action
of the Fisenhover Administratim ; thrirgh Brownellis vigorous enforce-
ment of the Smith Act, has much more to do with the desertation &
these thouwsands upon thdasands of former C.P., members and followers
then any act of the C.P, Russian controlled Red Army?

If this evaluation of these theiands and thouvsands of former
C.Peers 1s true andi 1f these 1 cple are, as some of ocur leading
comrades have ontended, a well trainecd revolutiomary Scc iallst cadr e
then to my mind, the poasibility of these e ople drifting into
poiltical oblivion or any other direction 1s nii, IO9¥
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But rather, if this is a true evaluation of these people, end supposing
that the proposed unity program is conswimated and we sucoceed in changing the
attitude of the original SeF.-SeDsFe oomrados toward the former C.P. members
cen you not visualizoe with what alasrity they will embrace tho idez of Sooiallst
Regroupments

Whet & haven this would furnish them, and how long would it take them to
parvert the rew Socialist Party into an instrument of Communism, a la Russian?

Shachtman sa;« there is no need for preunity discussion with the SePe=
S:DeF. on e paint o policy as the SePe=3sDel'e has vd re.l poliey or programe

Skastbuen ulso sws we esk for no oonoessions or ecpditions, only the
1ight 1¢ eli {he dutics and responsibilities of any -ther member.

Shachtman also seys all we ask for is demccratio socialism both within
the proposel wnited parties end that all who dssire Lo unite in Uhe new regroupe
mot wili ba eoaly regquired to support democratio scvcialism both here and in
Izssia and Chipae

Ageir. Skaci:tmen snys, we propese to put into the deep freeze all political
differviines umong ell soots that join ths new group. "e are not purist," he sgys,
"we are preotioal politicians.® "We are nob irterested in purity. Ve are
interested in building a new sociciist politicsl party."

In fiot, Sheohtmun, as usael, says megy things, end usually, in a ve
convinuiig manyere But, if one s%ops to think ebout th> taings Shachtman says
ore vautt hslp but conaltude’ that whhb Shachtmen seys 5o eernestly and oonvincingly
1s not alweys necessnvily soe

Vhen tae question wns put Lo Shaohtmen that after unrity had heen echisved,
how world it be possilile f2r us to functicn within tho new group withoul cousing
“ho former SoPe.=3eDeF. to rosent our opialons and our pressures to melke th . new
group go in the direction ws wanbed it to go.

He reminded as that we exra a yourg, dyremnic, we'l tralrel political group
nho, 'y onr atterdw.e . abt evorv pecliag and witllarpass %o werls o3 ohild tae
1erby, wi.l act voon ke oldsr meva passive $,:9.-8.0 Fe Gousalss more or less
as an opportuniby ©o relax and syend more tiwe on their personal life, with the
feeling that the work of the pariy is in good ha ndse

While I agree with HMaox, that this is a true picture, but just picture how
much more ective end aggrussivae the former C.Pe reoruits will bee. Remember
the fable of the Arab and the carecle

Vhat do I mean by this outline of my opinion of the supposed former
CePe members and thelr cohorts?

No doubt Shachbman, and some of our other league comrades mey focl that
I em unduly suspiciocus, end perhaps I am, but my suspicions are not only well
grounded, but have been fostered both by the history of the C.P. internationally
and the attitude of Shachtman and other leading comrades in tho peste

‘lo%L
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I oan reoall, only too well, Shaohtmn's'report on how the C.Pe with itas
various front organisations engineered the eapture of the LaboreFarmer moveanent
in the middle west,

Then again Fenwlok's statemont in Philadelphia on June lst whan he told
of talldng to former leading C.Pe. mombers both in Frence and in the U.Se. hs
stated that those whom he had talked to had broken with the party in some
instances, but had no politioal ooncepts of their own, possessing bureauoratis
minds that could onily funotion when direoted by some central authority or who
broke with the perty only on the surfacé, to protest thair ;}obs or academic
ataading.

Again ¥ asas 1eanll back in '} or 445 whon d ocmedo adveretad a united
froat with ti: CoPe ip thn shipyard workers unlor, Saachimaa and other leading
comredes; ai that time, pointad out that tho C.P; said rot be trustede

This nrasont split, that is supposed to exist in the CsPs, could not this
tro, Le jusl azother manzuver cn tho part of whs CoFe? A maneuver to lull the
Aserioan Worxar into the belief that the oid Ce¥s 55 dead?

As pert of the memeuver, would it not be wise for them to tyy to oreats the
Impreasson, by sseking svery spportizihy 5o 2ppacx before the public as friendly
opponsptn of the cthar soolalist setun, thebt hoie is ne real difference betwoen
them and the azerage damcoresic adcislint?

- Dcauy 1% not gseam ¢dd o yeou comrad:s, tazt if suca a violent threo»my
split exists In the C.P, i% war abill possible for he CeP. to set up 2 Na.t‘lml
Committee composed of lsuding comrades of the three varriig factions?

I world like to raive ono more point thi: it seems to me mizht have a great
dsal o dc with the susercss or fallure of any Socizaiist Regroupmert movee. That
i3 tha two reoeut desislcns by the Suprome Court. 'nal effeoi will they have
ca tho thinking of the merbers of ths various seocts we are sesking to unite?

I roalize of aourco, tiel rrorsrly haa’lad, thay ocould bo used to great
advencegs 1o vaoradlii.g new ~3mbave so 2 ren itm.re* sonialiss movemense

On The athor hanl, ls 1% impossilbi. ¥as 213 5o soroeaiws, vhac all The uther
prartiec or seots, as you profer, may fesl tnet this moticn gives them a now lease
on life, and thereby eliminates the nesd for Sooialist Regroupment?

Now, It1ll try to boil all thic down to & few words of summation as to why
I am opposed to the majjorit7 resolutivn on unitye. Without a olear undarstanding
betweon us and the 8.P.-S.D,F. arrived at beforehand, on just how far v: oan go
in opposing their oconscepts on Party Projran, which inoludes everything from the
question of Var to Sooialis: Regroupment I believe unity wontt laste

Until the Se.P.~5eDeFs raises the question of unity with us, I bellieve we
should hold oxf making it e psrs of our Jffinis) program-. In the evant of such
anity © thinlt w3 should go mighiy slow 1a baviny o~ r eort i’ either former
CeP. members or ascepting eny factica of *hw prasart CePe

And last but not le ast, I think we should hold in abeyanoe, all moves
‘toward Soolalist Regroupment until what the reaction is emong the Rediocal
Saots inoluding the CeP. to the recent Supreme Court decisionse N o9 2
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| AI'ND. BIT 70 RESOLUTION ON PERSPECTIVES FO.. WERICAN SOCIALISN, PART I
v (See Forum, June 1)

B8y Roy Vialsh and D. keler

Tc fcllcw, in para 2 on page 7, the santence ending fite win its most importont
politicsl demands." Thus it weuld regl_ ce and substitute for 2ll that follovws
this sexztance, fron "WBut at the saue tizec.." throwsh the rest of posge 7 =nd

inzluvlrng all tut the last paragraph cn page 8.

Yet in doinsz so the sccialist does net vwish te put bhincelf in the positicn of 2l-
ienatin: these olvanced workors vho having recosrized the inport-nce of poiitical
action =il of lwbcr‘s increased politicel conscicusness hive accepted, tonporarily,
the policy cf campaigning for labor endorsed cundidates of the bearsecis plrties o
thrcuch their FiCs, etc.

This poeses a problen for every socialist, and particul-rly fer those ~ctive in the
labor moveneni: how to best propes ndize for sccialisn and nore immedintelr for a
labor party at a twne when the better and nore advinced urionists, vho are nct yet
socialists, arc conpaigning for the labor endersed c_ndidat:ze Ia theee circur—
stonces we foel that the propegando advactoges of running gcblxllgt candicates o
gainst such lobor endorsed candidates sy be carefully Ucl\ncd 27ningt tlie poe~
sible zlienation cf those more adv.nced currents within the vnicn, so thot it will
not appear thit the smzll sccialist movement is pitting itself aezinst the pres—
ent cluss mevenent of lubor in polities during eloction time. In tcdays climate
the minor propagand. adventuzos offered by running: cradidetes is toc often ncre
then concelled ouv by wntagonisms and difficuliies croated ancas lobor milit:ntg
loyal to the wumion and its official policys Eowever, let us emmlasize befere so—
ing on that we are not sugyesting that in such circumstances we cr any othorVsoca
izlists should supzert bc¢rfeqlg cundidetes or siould not mide clear its cpposie
ticn to the volicy of supporting such candidotes Lnd parties; viirt we zre cxonie
nin~ here is vken under wviw:t circumstances we would fuvor running scociszlist cone
did.-tecs, vhich cucstion flewe not from any atteapt to faeilit.te swpport to
bourseois candidntes buil solely frow on exeninution of the t.ctical advantares

tc be acined cr lost from such 2 canpaign

Thus, the ISL does nct, as-a ~cnerazl rule, erpect thot the socizlist mcverent, re-
united or net, cun or should orient tovards running condidstes in sveh elections
with seneral scciclict propaconda or Yparty building" purpeses in mind. This in
no wey neons that (1) there :re not circunstunces und arcns in vhich thre rnlLlnr
of sceinlist candidates, vwhere cither there czists no 1lib-lub tipe candilntes o

such 1it-1cb endorsed candid. .tes vre so onvicusly of the rost corrupt and buckward
sort, connct serve as o fruitful mesns of propuaerndsn and os w scurce of ureful
party a:tivity without incurring any of the nhove-nenticned donsers, or (2) that
thecre ace nct circumctances vhen strons progresaive ourrents ¢of flvrqt sfrcticn
and revolt weainst the prosent pelicy _rises within the luber aovenent vhere the
rurning of such indepenacnt cundidates cannet help to cerve o < meuns of aiding
and supporting such currents, cven VLuﬂ oprosed by the donin:nt, official poliey
of lzbore The sociulist wovenment imet alveys ecp botl thesc typoe of "exceptions™
in nind, as they undeubtedly will nd cun occur, especinlly on o locn scalb, in
the imnedinte Tuture.

Our positicn on this qucstion docs not prececd frowm any ceneral principles cbout
the proser relationship between the socialist uovement and the trade unions, but
rother Trom an analysis of the circunctonces wikich proviail toan 2wy and vikbich we oz
peet will prevail in thc immédicte futurce The key considerwtion is nect thut
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gocinliste shculd not ccuntcrpese thomselves to the officidl policy of lador, but
that socialist electoral activity should pe bused primarily cn considerations
arisin~ out of tle resl tremis in the werizing clusc, and not merely for the purpose
of scecialist propesunda regardless of such trends or tho ubsence of them znd regard-
less of %he effect of such a socialist canpaign on encourarcing or dizcourssing

such trends and of slicnatin~ znd deiving away the more militant unionistse.

W
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Anendments to Section 1 of Socialist Pe:apectivas in the U.S, (as snmonded by
the PO meeting July 2)

~on page 4, followiig ", ..80cialist consciousnsss! pt the end of the Lth parsgraphs

However, a repudiation of sectarian and irvesponsitle eriticisms of the laber
movement 1s not to be confused with either aspologies, raliounslizaticna or pretended
unavareness of the 8c¢ al conservatism end timidity of the labor leadership. The
record of the labor leazdership in the anti.lcCarthy struggle, in the fight for
civil rights and during the Hungarizn revolution has. been less than poor, We.

have criticisged the labor leefership for such failurss in the past and we do not
propose to abandon or tone down this criticism so long as the labor leadership
fails to live up to its responsibilities on such vitsl national end internatiocnal
problens,

on page 5, in paragrsph beginning M¥hile there,..."

In sentence beginning "Yet socialists.;.' substitute "responsible participants®
for "loyal supporters” end delete the rest of the paregraph. .

on page 6, in paragrepl "Socialism mst -m...;“
delete the last sentence beginning with ¥At tho same time.ees."

on page 6
delete the last pareérm.oh on page,
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