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LMENDMENT TO TASKS AND PERSPECTIVES OF THE PARTY

- - - -

Coupled with the slogan of the Independent Labor Party the party
press must glve increasing emphasis to such antl-war slogens as
"Against universal military trﬂlnlng. "No arms to the Reactlonary
Bourgeols governments of ®urope," ‘Stop the manufactur@ of iAtomic

. Bombssy HJmns for Veterans Instead.’

Though in all probabllity wo?ld war thras ig some yenrs away,
the party cannot afford to neglect or ln any way relegate to a purely -
gecondary plece 1ts antl-war role, This ls especlally true in view
of the facts that the WP alone had a clear and unimpeachable racord of
opposition to World War II and iIn view of the fact that the CP is
already propegoendlzing against the next war, The Party should be on
the alért for antl-war groups that may be formed, with a view to par-
ticipating In them when péssiblé and fea§ible: udditlonal emphasls
upon snti-war slogans must not end cannot ~t thls time in any way
replace the slogan 6f "in Independent Labor qutv" for reasons elready
given in tho rosolution. L .

Passed unanimously by tha Clovplnnd Branch at 1ts rnpulqr maeting of
November 2, 1947 ,
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" PROGRAM_OF £GTION FOR THE PARTY L

(Submitted to the National Active Yorkers Cone o
ference - November 8«9, 1947.)

% %

. The Program-of Action for the Par+y for the- next perfod, in
particuler, is conceived as the neccssary and reallstic means not
only of brlnving the program of the Party to the widest posgslble
sections of the working class but of building the Party by direct
recruitment, It is in this sense that the Program of Action must
be carrled out by the Party as a whole., ZEvery activity engaged in
by Party members must be dominated and ‘repeatedly tested by these
criteria:; the recruitment of new members to the Party; the 1ne
crease in circulation of the Party press; the internal consolida-
tion of the Party. With these aims in mind the following PvOFraﬂ
of Action is set forth, .

S e e e

'.I; The Party Mist Be in the Masu Orsranizationq in Order to Direct
Them into Mass Activity alonr Lines of Our Program. ‘

(a) - A systematic and 1ntensive drive shall be conducted by the
National Office and the Executive Committee of all Party
branches to rave at 'least 75 per cent of the Party mewber-

. 'ship affiliated with and ect tive in mass non-party organie-
zations by the middle of next year, All workcrs, fnclud-
ing non~workers who cen be sent into industry, shall join
unions; all other Party members shall be assigned to join

~ the indicated and most ravorable veterans orgaulzation,
‘Negro organization, students organization, profesaional
organization, consumers group, tenants league, etc, Mem-
bership and activity in a union shall not necessarily ex-

- clude membership end activity in an ?&ditionql mass organie-
zation, , -

(v) Prlncipal concentration points for the: Party's activ;tles
~ in the unions shall bes United Automobile Vorkers of ‘
America, United Electrical, Radio and Machine Vorkcrs,
United Rubber Viorkers. Secondary concentration points
- shall be the maritime unlons, with increased emphasis on
the National Maritime Union, and needle tradcs unions in
~the. centers of that 1ﬂuustry.

(¢c) Special ztiention shall be asiven to an attemmt to extend
the contacts with the mining industry which the Party hsas
just begun to establish. Under the supervision of the .
Nati onal Office, (1) the *iest Virginla organization shall

- be consolidated and extended to nearby mining camps;

(2) the initial plqns to establish a Party branch in
Pittsburgh shall be systematlr ally followed up with the aim
not only of consolidating & branch In that city but of exe-
tending its influence in‘tbe surrcunding minlng area;
(3) the three Ohio branches shall have the special task of -
sceking and orgonizing contacts for the Party in the
Southern Ohio mining arca; (4) the Chicago branch shall
have the special task of investigatirng the possibilitices of
. | 924
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establishing or reviving contacts in the Springfield and
Southern Illinols m;ﬁinr arc (%) +the Party press
shall dcvote more atuortion to mincrs and problems of the
mining industry ard union in order to facilitate this worke.

Every Party or SYL member vho is & voteran shall uncondl-
ticnally join a vetecrans orpenizztion. A maximum degree of
activity shall be reguirced from every member except those
who are engaged in other activities of greater lmportahce,
Princlpal concentration point shall be the AVC, with ex- . *
coptions made in favor of the VFW or the Labor Posts of
the Arerican Lerion only in those cases where the latter
afford mwore f{avorable opportunities, : ’

Every Party or SYL member who 1s a Negro, or a non-lecgro
active in Party work among Negroes, shall unconditionally
jein a Negro organigption. Principal concenkratlion point
shell be the NAACP, with exceptions made in favor of other
Negro organizatlions, especcially local organizations, only
In those cases where the latter afford morec favorable op=-
portunities. o ‘ s -

Thosé Partv members who cannot Join any of the above or-

‘ganizations shall be prevalled upon to -join an organization

of their profession, i they are professional workers, or

in all other cases, consumers groups, womsn's auxiliaries
of unions or vetorans orvganizations, tenants 1eugues,

ParentJTeachers ASSOCi&tiOuo, etc.

Student s, especially G I.-students, shall conccntrate on

, work on the campus, except in those cascs where the comrade

is willing and able to cnter industry and engage In trade
union activity. Party end SYL members on the campus shall

form non=-party studcit s organizations under thzir own

direction only in those cases where a non-party students!
organization, which offers a favorable fiedd of activity,

.doos not already CYiSt.

et
.

The execut ive committees of the! Party. branches shall direcct
the affiliation of Party members with non-Party mass ore
ganlzatiOﬁs, fn closcst .comrsultation with the Party mamber
involved. Vheraver possible, Perty fractions shall be sct
up in every mass organization, with the inclusion of close
Party sympathizers. The Party fractions shall selcct a
responsible of ficer.. The branch executlve committee as a
whole shall have the direct and immediate supervision of
the work of &zll the Party fractions and shall be politlcal-
1y responsible for them. - Fractions in national organizae

‘tions shall be under the genoeral supervision of thc COY w
responding nationel department of the Party (Trade Union

D:pﬁrtﬁcn,, Vtte ong u\partmcn , Sceretariat), i

The Netional Trode Unlon Department shall be immediately
recoustituted and activated, with spceial attention to the
maln concoentration pOLUt” in the trade unions, and empowered
to issuc regularly bullctins of information and direction,
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I1I. The Mzin Political Cempnimsz of thc'Partz‘in>thc Next Poriod.

(2)

= (b)

(c)

Propagande and aglitaticon for the formation of & netional

" indepcndent Labor "Party, based on the trade unions and

other mass orginizations, and for the formation of lecal
labor partles or united labor tickets, s against support
of the bourgeois partics or of a pure and simple "third
party" candidate, shall continuc to be the mnin political
campalgn of the Party, with every stcp taken to intensify
the campaisn during the blg clcctlon year of 1948, The
pamphilet on the Lsbor Party must bo issued immediately for
the wildest possible circulation, to be supplemented later

4in 1948 by other literature on the same subject. The

ground work must be laid immcdl atcly for our members and
sympathizers proposing the adoption by mass organlzotions
of resolutions in favor of a Labor Purty cr for the mass
signlng of petitions in favor of e L"bor Party. In favore
able SLtuatlons, attempts must be made to call cilty-wide

~conferences of mass organizations fo conslder the formae

tion of a local Labor Party or & Unitad Lebor Ticket for
the 1948 clectitns. ‘ : - :

In view Of thc practical demonstretions of the feasib¢11ty
of the Party's dircct participation in election campaigns
with its own cendl dates, preparations must be begun with
the aim of putting forward local Workers Party candidates
in the 1948 elections in such clties as New York, uctroit,
Chicago, Los.Angoles, Buffalp, Oaklend, Philadelphia and
Cleveland, Candidetes of our own in thess 03+igs shall be
our minimum objective For 1948, Branches In such cities

‘as Newark, Akron, Baltimore and Secattle shall also 1nvnsti-

gete the pogsiﬂil*ty of organizing campa iegns with their
own candidates. The Natienal Office, in gddition to the
pamphlct on the Lahor Party, shall prepare a Nationel

~Election Platform for publication no 1lzter then June I,

1948, to be supplemented leater by additional popular elec=-
tion literaturoc issued nationslly end by locel election
literature in those cities where the Party has its own
condidates, All clection campaigning shall be under the
aixect supervision of a Netiopal Llection Campaign Come

nittes to be set up by the Political Committee in consulta-
tlon with the br:mchev which will be mcinly active in the
oluc**ons. .

In view of thL fact. that the ront and hovsinw problems will
continue to be as acute 1f not more scute in the next

“poriod, the Party must integrate Into its regular activity

consistent and planned work against rent increases, evice

~tions wnd for a housing program.  Party branches must selze

upon cvery opportunity that prcsents itself for this work,
The .existence of num»rous olgcuiéutions devoted to these
probloms makes 1t unnccessary in most cases, for the Party
to attompt to organizs rovements under 1ts own neme for
this CAmpairn. It can and rmust be conducted by the Party,
with its ovm program ord its own litcrature through the
mediwn of the exlsting orsanizatlons in most cases. The
pemphlet on the rent problem must be utliized te the maxle
mum.  The Natlional Office shall issuc an additional popular
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pamphleﬂ on the Party progrem for dealing.wiﬁh'the housing problem.

(d) In view of the increasing concern among the masses over the
wer danger, the Party must increase many—fold its atten-
tlon to this qu@stion and devote a much greater amount of

. 3ts time and energy, in the form of articles in the press,
public forums, meetings and anti-imperialist demonstrations,
to bringing its views on this questlon before the widest

possible public. The National Office shall issue a pame .
.phlet setting forth the Party's views on the question of
the war danger, =~ . . , R

III. The Party Must Immediately Make Up for the GlaringADefects
, in the Fleld of' P‘gular Literature.

. The failure of the Party and particularly of the National Of-
fice in the publication of popular literature 1s so great that

it must commend the first attention of the Netional Office,

- The Natlonal Office shall therefore immediately issue the manu-
script on the Negro question as a pamphlet, to be followed up
by pamphlets setting forth the Party position on the most vital

- questions, namely, the need for a Labor Party; the nature

~ of the Stalinist. parties; the danger of & Third World Viar;
.ithe question of Stalinist Russia; and in addition the 1itera-
',ture proposed ahove for the 1948 national elections.o

IV, The Youth Organization Must Be Bullf Up as the Right Arm of the
' Party and as a Permanent‘ﬂeaervoir of New Strength,

In view not only of the need of a revolutionar" nocialisf youth
organization but of the fact that it has been demonstrated that
such an organization can be built, the Party throughout the
country, must devote its most serious and systematic efforts
toward helping in the bullding of groups of the Sociallst

Youth League where they do not yet exist and in strengthening
such groups where they do exist,

(a) Young members of Party branches must be assimued specific-
y ally to the work of initiating and building up a unit of
. the SYL. VWhere such units exist, en ablz and experienced
lecading member of the Party wmust be assigned as Party
‘representatlive to the youth unit to asd t it in every
possible way. Vherever necessary the branches of the Party
shall unhesitatingly give financial assistance to the
youth unit in orgenizing and promoting Its actlvitles,

(b). Special attention shall be devoted to two fields of youth
3 - organization which are irmediately fruitful for recrult- '
2 ing to the SYL. One is the Socialist Party YPSL, where a
great deal of dissaffection 1s developing sgainst the
course of the SP leadership in unification with the Social
Democratic Federation. The other is the AYD, where cone
crete experience has already shown the possiblilities of
recrultment for us among members who can be won away from
Stalinist influenco and domination. 9 2
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.V, The: Political and Theoretl cal Lavel o7 tre Entire Party Member-
- ~ahip Must Be Nalsged to MNew idcichte 30 That Tvery kember Is an

' ‘Bducated dember ang bB—Tha‘ the P Tty Cpdre is Strengthened to
©khe Maximum. .

S (a) The National Educstion Deoartment must be 1mned1ate1y re-
-constituted .out of able and responsible comrades, 1t shall
be' required .to- orgenize the educational worls of the Party

" from top to bottom, and to conduct it in a systematic and
planful nanner. The Department nus & resume the publication -
of ‘basic bulletins (the "Blue Books"), It must also charge

: ~ 1tself wlth the issuance of research end propaganda materi-
EE gl for the information and -guidance of all Party wembers,

' It must e%.so charge i4self with -the issuence of outlines
-for discussion-and branch ‘educational. work on the most im-
portant topical political questions. In general, the '
-educational work of the Pdrty must be organized in such a :

. - way that an end is put to the entirely haphazard, decentrul=
~N . 1zed and disorganized educational work that is conducted
DR _in the Party et present.( A . .

. . . s - - VA .
(b) Under. vhe ﬂuidance of ‘the Denertment,,all branchos shall
: devote. three branch meetings in the months of November
_~and December to an. educational review of the principal
‘political docurments of the: last Party. convention’and of
" the Active Workers Conférence, so that all Party members
are thorourhly familiarized with the standpoint of The
Party on the most impo“tant ques+ions., oo T ,
- (e) The Departnent Shull imreoiately consider the possibility
. of orgenizing three reglonal training schools with %the
"~ specific purpose of strengthening the Party cadre, elevat-
ing the poclitical and theoretical level of the Party as a
whole, and preparing those who attend the schools for more
active and ablve p&rticipation in Party building work.
Specifically,. the Department is to consider an hastern
School to cover New York,  -Philadelphia, Boston, Bufrfalo,
Baltimore, Reading and Newark; a Mid-Western School to
cover -Chicago, Detroiu, Suroator St. Louls, Minntapolis,
Akron, Cleveland, Youngstown and Ncst Virginla; =a Vestern
~Sghool to cover: tre California and Seattle orpanizations.
Should such schools be possible, the Department is instruc-
ted to. prepare outlincs for the school classes in advance,
It is further recommended tlat each school last for two
- weeks and that each school be in clrect charge of a member
-of the Politiceal Commititee esPecially assigneo for tnat
purpose, . 4

VI, Party Organization, -Party Tours; i

A

(a) The efforts to estahlish solid branches of the Party in
. West Virginia and in Pittsburgh are to ‘be maintalned until
brousht to a successful conclusion. :
(b) Efforts shall be maﬁe to provide or to me intain full-time
o - oy part-~time organizors in tre Party branchés of ¥West .
Virginie, Pittsburgh, Baltimore and beattle.;v,‘”a B
A -
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(c) A Pacific Coast spraking tour shall be organized with Max o
Shachtman as spnaker for the months of December and January, -

(d) A speaking tour, cbvering all the cities from the Atlantic
Coast to the Mid-tiest, shall be orgenized with Emanuel r
Garrett as speaker for the months of December and January,

(e) An orgenlzational tour, covering all the citlies in the

country where a Party branch exists, shall be organized

with Nathan Gould for the months of January, February and
: _ _ March, 1948, primarily for organlzational purposes and on
7 the basis of remaininjiz the main cities for a substantlal .
. , period cf time durinz which a 11 organizational problems of
= : - the branﬁheo sha]l ‘be considered 1n greatest deta11

VII. An Organizinq and Sustain*ng Pund Must Be haised.

In order to assure the carrying out of the program-and the

- general work of the Party, tc assure the organizational and
2 publications. activity of the Party, to maintain the press and
2 - the working staff of the Party, and to discharge our interna-

' o tional obligations, a Three lionths Organizing and Sustalning
Fund Campal gn shall be organized beglnnin§ on December 1, .
1947, with the aim of rgising the sum of § - through
the efforts of the Party branches, the National Office and
all friends and synpathizers of the Party,

g,

i vk

Political Committee

i October 17, 1947.
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THE S.W.P. MINORITY'S STATEMENT
ON ENTRY INTO THE W.P,

I

-
i,

1. In 1943 the Minority begsn its strumgle sgeins t +hc S.w. P,
lesdership {or # revision of’ the intermcticencl rersrhective, 1w lyzing the
coursa of the second imverielist world war, it stressed the p,ort"nbp of' the
following d?velopmcrts : mess strugeles for netionsl libertics; the growing
d¢nger of Strlinism Tor the develowment of the %Wurovesn revolution; scet.
¢ricnism rnd ultre-leftism es ¢ fector of sterility, prssivity snd disinteg-
retion in the renls of the movement: finelly, in the immediete post wir
vericd, mess strugrles for democrrtic end eccnomic demsnds,

Internction=1ly, it esked for & discussion of ell nest ectivity of
the movement end for the convenine oi r democratic EFC which would proceed to
tie politicel rerrming of the movemont or, =t les st wcyld formal-te its
necesss r; conﬁ3+1onu. :

- Finr1lly, the Minority decided - es it ex-ressed it formelly et the
1045 Plenum of the SWF - to determine its future tecticsl orientrtion '0001d
ing to the inteinrtionrl situction of the move nept

The Mi norlt“ thinks thret ¢ noolfﬂc'tlon of its tecticr1l orientetion
"is now required. Accordlnﬂl it hereby informs the moevament of the inter-
netionzl end nrtionrl resoonu, thc cond1t*ous end rerspectives of this n~w
orientrtien. :

2.  NOWTETH Hf” THR M VM HT B““h fﬁl& To P2C¥ WFSICIEYTLY THE TASKS
IMP3%D O IT BY THE WAR AWD ITS A«TZTMATH, Hverywhere - pertiel excertions
netwithstending - the movement in genercl end nartlcvlezl its de fecto
lerders hip heve menifested their theoretlcal £s vell : mrccticel inct wreity.
No militent cen question this, if he h- s the hlstorlcxl trslr et hezrt end
does not entertein illusions, o wrcstwwe BOllC‘, no nseudo-lerxist. phr’se-
monger ing preveils cge lubt this fact. : . . -

. ON THZ MORROY OF THZ WAR, STA IIYIQV BAD 1 £33% }Jﬂ‘ ISOL TION TO
THE STOUGGL™ FOR WOPLD DOMINA "TOY ON LW ITT‘““'TI’HAL APPRNI WHETE TUT.ULS. A,
IS TP5 OULY FOR TG BW TRPUEDy YHURWAS THE MOVWRMSNT 47 D, I-o FIVER Blaomin,
BEEN RODUCTD TO ISOL/TION, O RATHTT, PAD CONDMN3ED ITs<L# TC IS0LATICH AHD
CUT I937LF OFF FYOM THS VA3ST3, AND ITS LWLDURSUIF WD BVR GOF I S #t® A4S TO
RATL”HDL;Z“ T”)o SET~ BPC\ BY N3'FS 0F S"LF-VINDICATING 1S3UDO-ANALY3TS.

3. Historicrl experience shows us - end Trotsky inces SFntly stressed
the irvortsnce of this tetcnln: - thet AN OTGAVIZATION [Nf”L“ TO ®ACY ITS
HISTONTCILLY IMPOSTD TH3ES I3 DISTROVID IN TH™ Y~ 033 It tesohe* us clso,
aowever, thet the ovpressad lerrn even from tnnlr defe'to +nd cen drew now
strength from them.

Tnereforc the trsk for the movement ves to rnr ivze the whrs ¢nd the
ho' s of the renerel set~brel of the s truggle of the messes during +nd ez r
consenucnce of the ver - set-beck by which it itself wes so gvevely hurt <nd
to which it contributed bv its own foults - wi »h & view to deduce irem thi
tnel-sis the new internstionrl pe:svective end its tesks. It world tous
~segured 3ts own nolitici 1 rerrming endthereby pleced itself in the center of
the inteorn tionel regrouning for ¢ new soclellst vengue ra,

Thus it would heve formed, in spite of its own difficult develosment
rnd colitier) mistelns, the historictl link betwesn two epoehs of secislist
offensive ond decisively contributed to the edvent of the letter, ‘
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4, Such wis the best @ lt-rnetive for the erisis of the mevemont.

The ro-csteblichment of irnt:rn tic 1 contsets, the mectinrs which follewed,

the officicl orient tion which "r¢rulted" frem them show -~ cfter « two yoers!
" tric) - thet such en clternct ve it excludaed FAR FRY “V3I™COHING ITS

DI "FICULTI™S, TH: MOVEMTNT TS DISIKTHGP! lfﬂu. Any other formuletion cf facts
“which re here fox tnyonc to soc, expressss, .t hast, «n incorrigible

inclin: tion towurds wishful thin“ing end, et vorst, either the salf.s tisfied

irresmonsibility of oottty bur»-ucr:tb or the h lf-congcious histrionism of

cherletrns & 12 Joonson,

, 5, In its "Ano--1 to A1l the Sections of the lMowmient on Unity =nd
the TPC" the Minorit hrs civen tho £ ctuel rnd org nizetion.l ro s ns ~hy it
is impossible to heve ¢ wnositive soluti n ior this protrected erisis, its:1f
geney: ted by ¢ constint tnd gener:l feilure, end why it is illusory to keeo
hoping, &s some do, thet it c.n be refchod.
! >

: To resume briefly, AN ORGANIZATION.L CRISIS I8 £DD:D TO, W“ TATHRR
G7:T D OF, THS “ CLITYICL CPI3IS. Its virulence is ctused by the phi.sic:l -
or marel dgstructlon of the old c¢:dres of tne movemont, tbove tll in Europe,
who could ¢nd would heve provided ¢ politicel solutlon for the crisis wnd
would heve imcosed it; end, on tho other hund, by the cxistence of Americcn
ecc.dres systemctierlly burecucrrtized, nzrticulurly since Trotsky's decth, by
the Ccnnon clinue which hes alwrys hzd semi-stclinist conceptions on orgueni-
zatlon end oprortunist onzs on trede unions (trLde unlonlsm)

On the rottlng b'51s of ¢ Dolltlc 1 crisis "ignored" ond curbed by
'nll nossible metns, this cllque tnd its Europecn < colytes did not consider
ony solution except in torms of‘their remcining rt the herd of the movement,
¢nd hid this, their centrcl preoccupctisn, by the mochcnicrl repctition ox L.
. degener- tod ohre ssology void of ;ny concretﬂ polltlcrl content.

As usuzl, thc most nug\tlvc cqnect of this 31tutt10n is, of coursea,
the complutulncgptcnt\ of the burstucrstic clique to find eny renl political
vry out, Such incepecity does not fully exnltin the org-niz: tion crisis «nd
the burecucrutic tumor oi the mevement - FOP THITH IS Al AUTQONTMOUS ORGANI-
2/ TITEL CHISTS - but it cccounts for the rigidity of this burccucrctic
stiffness tnd its rroportions. The existence of ¢n incnt burscucrac: ot the

sed of tho mevemsnt - clrecdy in itsclf ¢ decdly symptom of the condition
of thc movement - expleins, on the othor hund, why the crisis cocnnot resolve
its2lf »ositively but gonsrctes the disintegretion of the moveament.

6. PBut wh:t m tters here is the coliticcl side of tnc crisis,
Todcy the movement, inscfer cs its officicl cedres recresent it, or insofor.
s it is inccooble of reccting agrinst them, 1» brought to o stendstill
without cny pessible wey out, '

If, two yecrs ctfter the end of the wor cnd the unfolding of its
conscquencss, it continucs to «ffirm the vrogressivs charccter of the USSR and
the necessity of its defense, thore is no othur lo~10r1 outcome thean nure and
simple cenituletion to Sttllnlsm. THE DL#=NS%E 02 AN ISOLATSD USSR BY RIVOLU=
-TION BuxRs TH® WAR RECOM™3, AFTIT TES WAP, TH¢ um?”ﬂﬁ 0:' THE EA:AUDING ’

" BURTAUCRATIC INPIRIALISH, anun51sn hgs its constreining logic, Ii uvheld,
it will lecd tc cepitule tion,

Thet is why the st ndstill cen toke on rnother possitle, ¢ven
probchle, tsnect., Thet is to siyv, ¢ revision of the "Russien question" on tha
brsis tnd ¢ccording to ths princinles of vltr--leftist sect: riinism, BUT THAT
OULD OFLY T s CHANGIUG ON™ FORM «F IM OTOHCTH #OP AFOTHWR, HNevorthelcoss, in the
long: run no lerdershivo ¢'n m intrin itself mors ]y by burcrucruvtic mencuvirs,

It *+s to nrurish itse vuc*nms with some sort of 1doology which they ¢ n tike
sericusly., In its dei:insc of defensism, the Crnnon cliaue hrs cxhoustzd its
"diclocticel" ressourcos to ‘ FrOtPS"au degroe, The ovolution of frcts no
lonz:r vermits clinging te defensaism w:thouf throwing Trotskyism overbonrd,
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~ . to rrrive tton rositive result onl- on the brsis of tho Plnorltv s v -

"xftnc mrsses.“ﬁ

”*7fl,x‘hu

‘ lto the exprnsion of: St¢linism- (defe ns1sm) or of precticel “PuSiVltV ‘beforo it

’ o e ea T P
In iect, mrst millt'ntq rogecf def0n~L e "‘ﬁﬁoh elinua sermé to undere:
stend thet to meintein itself it hes +o "comoromiee", andis. arcraring itself
“fer it, ©s usuel, by drorving tiie most cress of its formulstions without eny
vrord of emnlfAthon. ‘ﬁﬁtﬁvv' the finel rcsL]t of its vecilletions mev be,
en ultre-leoftist turn will br:ng no soluti n to tno orlSls oi the movement,’

: 7. But 1f, &cﬂord|nr to its om embfrrfs»cd strtemonts, the Cennon _

- eliuz ne Joneer reoresents the me jorit: ‘of the movement, £nd has to rosort to
electersl bloes with tie defestists, thus beclouding the d:scvsswonu, tho

o~-osition, on the; otaer hrnd, hes ne roliticsl homogensit- end D73 1T

D TG ¢ LTT IT APTIFY "IﬂTLV RY “‘"'°TI“G TC GYNIPALITI 'S NEIUIVED CF

- CORCHETE POLITICAL: CONTENT (such rs 1nnvi+rb1]1ty of u004 11sn . or_

.“olcmun+f1 drlvv of tho rrs,ns") : , T :

§

Thue 1# 1sJV' 0‘\I POLI;ICAI GPQUPWS - becrusa of the 1nt"rn't1 nel
CUnJunvtur’ rnd the steto of the movement - thet the RFC would heve been rble ™

< pronositions’: not t& elose, but te onon rnd“orc-nizé thn discussion: to ~
. :c“nowludva without rmb1gu1t> or Jlnit-tion the existence nrd. 1cg1t1m'cv’of"

tendoncies vitein tho movement; te home far r -solvtion of the noliticil erigis
U Prom the. “Ollthrl d1scuss1 n rrisiny out of the setivity Lnd st-uralv' o»“.~

L THE CPIals N = :
. RPUCRATIC "BISHT IS TOh-, ‘ ) E’ Vﬁl
" fotre the rlth~nat1vn?1s the ravrouﬂlnc of’ fOPCuS fccordlnh to their ‘B turrl ;
€ ffinity; the continurtion of the. 1nt6rn“taontl dlscusslon, notwitast: ndlng
. the burzrucretic pretantions, knd the. TE sjetion of 'eny burssverstic eolutlon
nwlth or: w;thout '2lcctorel compromisc. At tho. Droscnt time, freed with tho
soriousness of the internrtionsl erisisrénd. thu dengsr either of givine supvort

. (ssetrrirn dci;rtlsm), eny. politicel eroup conscious of its rﬂspon51b11 ties .
':]Nlll not ceccaept to keso sllont £nd to' comprom:se elthﬂr W1th prc St”llnx t
ﬂ“ot&rec or wit snctnrlan 1wpot°nce. o S S

= R T“cﬂﬂinor1t\ nov d“r"s, on t“f no+10ﬂ=1 nl nc, tho t'ctlc.1’
e nsunuencos of this int: rortionr 1 situr tien.  Roeru sv, intern- 4 1onale, sll
‘efiovts to rrrive rt. ¢ n031t1v0 solutionwithin ¢« single fr-mewory ¢nd on &~
~demoeratic brsis heve ba en shettered by.the. burhsuc:rtlc conoervvflsw £nd -the
dbt*rmin'tlon to split of those" plﬂmxn‘rs vho impose thomsclves on tha movcment

its 1»’d91s&1p'~B“C&U‘“ THE PCVT BNT ™3 UTRARLE TO Ii “08™ 0N 9% €A} ‘
. bL OUR A POSITTIVE AND D% CCRATIC, THAT BE TOOSAY, A TfSTT‘u DN TV the
'Ilngr1t3 he s decids ~d to £sk tu ”P Ln'dershln ior ntr*

¢, The Llnorlt w111 1nt~y1fto 1to,11 into t”u thoore jerl end
prrb+3c-1 retivity of the ¥P es o -~olitics1 tendency. In tho coursc of ¢
common discussion rs wide .t s-cassibla, it will continue to ol:boretn the
voints of the »oliticfl pletform on wiich it v 5 rlrirdy teken = vogition 2
- ths -Pussirn questien, the democretic end metions 1 nu"st on, the bu;ldlnr of
“the socirlist venpurrd, It thinks that the enel sis of T % IVALITICF /0D
SECUNTETY R COMTEPORARY VTR R TI FAL CAFTT LiS! must be pcs,d~1n the fora-
D1ent'of the discussirn r5 the mrin besis for the eleborstion of e£n inter-
nct ons) poerspeetive., Thuse points (not. excluding others) constituts in our
0ﬁ1n10n the strrting point for the rc'rﬁlng of the sociclist ve nguerd &nd for

Fruw il ﬂ1a0u331on wwtnln tnn wp enﬁ 1ntern't10anIV.

S Tie Iiﬂorit\ thinks th't bhc regulrr ‘antlonlnn of democretic
contrslism rnd trho vrimcey whieh it acvords to roliticrl discussi n in tho
life of the w»rrt £s 8 metter of leot, pzrmit-evoiding f’ct:onﬁl confliectsg
crnd thedr orsrniestionel fnd sersonr 1 censcruencos: in frtvor of ‘n wrogrossive’
discussinn o nd eooncrrtion in thebuildine of the »ort:, Tt ws vnth t“1s work

o e




wh

iy perupective thal the Minority intonds to entor the WP, Compon experience
will determivne its realizdticn in the pacty. .

117,

, 10, Vh:t is to b dorn:, inturn tion 11 ? Her:, cs v hev, neid,
CJthe first tis" nceessit tod by ths situ tion of the rmevomont is to constitute
‘en internetion: 1 conter for diseussion, To tho criticisms of the enigencs o
"Rolshevil homogennity", (specirlists in bursiuerstic menauv:rs, in ro )ity)
rnd to thcse of auadk doctors ¢ 1l¢ Johnsen, we shell ensver thet it is futile,
snd crimin-1 tc ~rotend to gloss ovor the resl siturtion of the mov.ment, for
which they thoemsolves - re hoevily resnonsible. SUCH A CENTER I3 NECHZSLNY
PRECISTLY B CAUST THERE IS NO POLIT:CAL HOMOGINEITY. It is vreeiscly bucause
volitic 1 homogensit: & le Cecmnen (routine ronstitions plus 's»stometilc lius
plus burscucr: tie constroint) or & lo Jomson (finclly end orceticelly
~"Herxist" phrese-mongering plus unnrineinlcd comoromiss) is so highly un-
desircble thet wo say ¢ for from stifling ths intornul erisis; we must loy it
.~ bure in 211 its fullness b:fore intornationel ooinion ¢s the only meens ol
“solving it, Tho rltornctives ere either to recoricnt onescelf rrdieally or to
cecclurete the inviding disintsgr: tion, Eech mllltuvt must srenl out his
mlnd tnd oontrlhut to the clLranokfwon.

. e must reconstruct eon 1nt"rnrtlon"1 nrogr-m of rctlhn suitcblz to

ths opoch then to the cencrsto eonditi-ns in eech country, (™o ere no
longer=-in 138, with '11 dua dofurence to Cinno, nor in 1834, with ell duc
© duoference to Johnson) : 3 ' . , »

It must b Cvntb'ud arcund tﬂb follaw:ng points

1) the btruz lo cgeinst §talln1um and Russian imnoriclism and
adequate volvtwcal consciousnsss of thair denper ot ths orusdnt stego (this
dozs not mern treticnl unifeormit: for ¢11 covntrics; but even in th: U,S.2,
no Arerie:n reveluticnery perty ern todry win over the mrsses cnd lesd them
aguinst their ovm imoericlism if it doss not monifest itself ¢s ¢n unyicldine
cond crineinldd enomy of strlinist: dumfgnoy and the ros lity of tatelit ri-n
HDDvrlulluW vhich it covers): . o
o -2) the strugzle <g:inst strtism (in our opinion, tne tundancy to
stete erpitelism) in ¢11 its menifostedions - which roscs, conerctel: ¢nd
fully, the dumocrotic qrestion in our cooch;

3) integretion in ind, if possible, orgeniz tion of, the movomoents
of nctioncl resistonce cnd democratic strusgles of the mrsses (Lefg «lse, no
toeticerl uniformity),snd reising to the w1l n2 of politictl consciousness, os
on tspact of th ir demcer:tic self-rssortion, the ccnomic struszgles of tne
messis., ‘ ) ) '

4) n-turc - nd function of the v ngu rd v rty deduccd from the
wreeticrl reavirements rnd the concrcte rnclygls cf the notien 1 situstion,

vstom tic distrust’ of ull v:rictics of sront ncism ! Propegende
rnd gxtrtlun must drew the »reeticrl conscenuoncos of the historierl lezson
THTTT IS WO SPONTANIUS GS24TION MF T3 VARG * 3Dy Wrie®™s THuPL I3 ¥O
VARGLADD, THIET CAN BE FO SUCCHNSSFUL ROVOLUTIN,

The §,W.P. Minority

. ' ~ Qctober 13, 1947
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STATTUEAT OF POLICY FOR UAW FRACTION

l, Gonl of the Party in the UAW

- The Party sets the UAYW as its maln trade unisn concentration,
a. The UAW is 2 large mass unlon in one of the leading mass
production irdwstrics, Y. “Of all the mass pioduction unions
the UAW 1s the wost democratlc, with the greaftest degPee of
" internal democrscy, "c. From the political standpoint it is”
the most "advanced" trade tnidn in the US, 4. At present 1t
“is th? unlon best adapted to the politlcal Intebvéntion of Pe-
g ~001utionists.‘ e. Opportunitlies for rpcruitmpnt to the Party
' 'should be best in the UAW N o
: . Tnése considerations determine for the WP 1ts baslc orientation”
. foward the UAW end the reasons for selecting the UAW as the main Party
 trade’union concantratlon, Thls concentratlon can be more easlly
b effected than for example a general concenfration In such a uhion as
~ thé miners or the steel Industry, The Pariy mombnrsﬁip 15 battep -~
fitted to work in the agutomoblle Industry and the nation-wlde nature
of the automotrile industry facillitates the entry of the Partv membor-
ship 1nto this industry. , ,
. .
2 chausp of the releative smallness of our forcas and becavse of ~
- the prime necesslity for doing political work In the unlons, fhis must
p.: be the chlef goal of the Party in the UAW, It is time now For the -
Party -&nd the UAW fractlon to take thils question under practical con-
slderation. The national conference of the UAW members U ust mﬂkﬂ the
question of political work a main polint on 1lts agenda, he Conference
must discuss and ddcide the actual steps to achleve this alm,

II. Tbn Reuthnr—Adde° Confllct in {he TUAW

. ; The history of this strupggle and the real sifuatlon today in the
UAW aré well-kfiown to the fraétion and to the Party, The PaPty has

faken the positlon for support of Reuther in the strugzgle brtween the

group lead by Reuther and the Addes-Thomas~Leonard group, The Pejec~-

tion of the f4ddes-Thomas=Laonard group 13 basadd on ifs Stalinist conn-

ectlions and the lact thag this group is the Stalinist political front

in the UAW, Our support of Reuther is motivated by the comperative

progressive character of the Beuther program and the rejection by the

Reuther group of Stalinlsm and Stalinist sntanglements,

The Party rejects the prevalent déscription of the Addes faction”
ag the "left wing® of the UAW, and of the Retther,faction as the"right
wing," The Stalinists are Iin no sense a loff wing. The Eddes factlon,
insofar sz it follows the political line and operates 1Ifi the campTof
the Stalinlst Party, is not a left-wing, The Addes faction in the
conduct of 1ts campaign for victory 4t the Goming conventlion hss demon-
stratéd that 1t is completely dominated by the Stalinlsts and that It
operates In the unlon &t the sppqrhnad for Stalinist domination of the
ULV,

a In relatton to the Addos-St :1inist opposition, the’ R@uthnr group

1s not "right-wing ", 1In this concrete sltuatbn it is the progressive
tendency in thie vnion. It 1s the group therefore In which the revo-
Jutionseriecs ¢ functin and wh-re the revolutlonarles have the_oppoP~
tuntty for carrying or organlzetional and polltlicael actlivity, 1t is SZgﬁL




- - - . ~2- -
: only in tuls situation that 1t ls corrsct to speak of the Party as
 Being "Reutherite" as belng "for Reuther", “We are for the Victory of
. the Reuther slate against the Addes slate at the UAW convéntion,  This
 Is why we entered the Reuthpr caucug and why we work for the victory
L of Reuther,

- -

: Agide from the struggle between the two gPoups and aslde from the
- practical lssues of th-~ convention, we ar<for ¢he Reuther progPfam be-

b cause here aga'n Reuther represénts a progréssive tehdency In the UAW

[ and In the labor movement:; Reuther enunciated what the Party has

- called the "GM Progran®. We gsald that thls program had revolutlonafy

. implications, We espoused this program and made it the program of the~
f Party with the necessary Implementation and emphasis. Wé sald that the
E- Reuther program as put forward by Reuther should be adopted by the

- whole labor movement, The demand for'wage increases withoub price

E increases" "open the books" was in 1line with th@ Transitional Program :
} of the Party, _ )
3 Our support of Reuther istemppred by differences of the most funda-
mental significance, We give no political support to Reuther. ‘ie con-
demn Reuther for hls vaclllatlion on the question of independent work-
ing class political actlivity., We condemn Reuther for his desertion of
his own program or if not desertion, the shelving of the program which
he put forward. S o . .

" T Whlle we cpndemn Reuther for his vacilations end mainftaln our own
independenﬁ ‘political positlons for the UAW, we recognize that the -~
correct tatical approach for fhe Party In the UEW 1s the use of all the
progressive notlons which Reuther has mlvanced., We become the chlef pro-
‘tagonists of this program of these 1deas. o o

_III, The ACTU

o v~Wh119 the Reuther caucus ls(+h=‘ppogﬁe~s?vw-caucvﬁ In the UAWTit is

' burdened and stultified by the support of the ACTU and the ACTU membér=
. ship In the union, Next to the Han, and apart from the Stalinistsy the
ACTU 1s the most reactionary group in the UAW, This trade union arm of

.the Catholi¢ Church, in addition to 1%s basing itself idedloglically

§ on the tenets of that churchj in prachicé expresses its religious
v,principles in the most baGKWard and reactionary mannpr.

= The ACTU 13 anti=-Stalinlst sand therefdre enters.tﬁe Reuther caucus,

v But 1ts anti-Stalinlsm is reslly anti-communism afid anti-soclallsm,

& It 1s egainst Stalinism because it conceives of Sfalinism as communism
- or sociallsm, It 1s antl-red in the genuine sense. Bacause of its

* gource In the Cathollc church™the ACTU 1L1s composed of the most back-

ward.white workers in the North, Many of these workers are of forelign

birth and come from areas where the Catholic Church 1s the leading

| religlous sect, domina# ng the whole life of the people. In the US

- these workers remain priest ridden : ‘

g Due to the fact that many of these workers are at the same econo-
- mic or near the econpmic lavel of the Negroes, becu ase of decadés of

conflict, ignorance and falde indoctrination; these workers are tensely

= anti-Negro, For similzr but not 1ndentical reasons these workers are

: also ant1~Semltlc.
3 It 1s necessary for’ tho Party to understand the ACTU, It 1s algo -
f necessary to undors and thatwhile the individual ACTUer may De “mili-
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. groups, particularly pol
" be dews,

’3”

('tnnt", his miditance 1s controlled and dilufed with hia fuRdemental

Tdeas und progrom. It is éaly at ‘the lowest bresd and butter level

i that . the militoncy of the ACTU or Its-membershlp caoan be relled upon.
 In eVery' deeisime political contest the ACTU will be found tsking o

reactionary positlon. In every important situation the ACTU snd the”

. AQTHer will resent the activities of the revolutlonnples snd Mllitant
. progregsives, They will wake no significant distifiction betweon pro-

gressives and Stalinists, Trotakyltes and Stallniqtu, A1l militant
irica‘ militants will be "rods" md "reds" will

This indicates that _the Party will exefcise every précaution in

making enti-Stalinist blocks which include the ACTU, Reuthér will have
"~ the task, after the UMW convantion, of taking a S§trong position against

these rnactionqry elements, 1hey wlll not be satisfiod with tha eli-.
minztion of the Stalinist menace, They are up in arms sgalnst thp
entirc "red menance," ' o

. N .
v - -

our attitude toward Reuther, following his victory at the con-

JVentlon must be determined on the basis of the degree t0 which he moves
“to promote the economic and polltical advancement of the UAW, The

Party however must prepare for a more independent role in thlis union, a
more naggreqsive role In advancing the politidal program of the WP,

‘'We must revise our whole approach to the question of what haz bren
‘called "progressive groupa." Generally speaklhg and in periods where

therc 1s no such deflecting situstion as tha present struggle, 'pro~
gressive"groups in whicéh we pmxtic‘pate msst be "our" groups, in the

‘sense that they are actually und.r the leadershlp of the WP fraction.

" In dny situation where fhis can nct be consumated the fraction members

of bAing In th~ union: how many prospects for Par
fractlon have, "how many new members has the fraction gained from thp
‘plant or propros51Vn group,

‘must concentrate actiwity on the politicalizatlon of individual mill-

tents and the recruitment of these militants to the WP,

- -

In the fukture this must be the tesf of the vilue'fcf the'Party"
y membershlp does the

, A1l other consideratlons, 8ll othér'actlvltv mus€ be given g
subordinate place,” We propose that the agenda fof every fractlon

meeting, of evéry frade viiion moeting, shall haVe as§ one point a re-~
‘port on recruitment ond the prospects of recrultment., This shall

W -apply t6 the fractlons and to the Individual trode union member in

%} the Party,

This matter should occupy ‘a prominnnt place in the dellbprnflons

' of the meeting of the national UAV fraction,

TV, The SWP in the UAW

The SWE has announced its support of the “ddeq-AhomasaLponnrd

E factlon, It is called the Thomas-Addes-Leonard group by the SWP. The
- SWP is gupportifig thls factlion according to an edltorial In the Mili-

twnt, becasusc, Heuther 1s a "Sociasl Democratic frade union bureaucrat,

- who oppiroc to respectability,,.Reuvther has dictatorial ambitlons,..

. Reuther hes consolidatéd a personal csucus on an outright reactlonary
- basis," GM 13 the most bureaucratic division in the international gnd
- Reuther has built"thls autocratic ediflice with the hnlp of tbe

" eneral Motors Vorporation, 936
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« Mn contiras’ the Thomns-iddes-Leonard faction has an over-all more
- progressive charncter. . in its structlon (it) 1s & colla&Eivd of tnds-—-
pendent leaders...,The reuther Tactlon is dictatorial...the affelrs of
., the opponent caucus are conducted with a greater degree of demoéracy...
. th~ Thomés~,iddes~-Leonard group i8 "tolerint of left-wingers...the
Stalinlsts arec on the décline in the auto unlon,..they hiave no voice:
in the top councils(of the iddes group)...a victory for the Thomas-
' Rddeg~Leonerd group would insure a contlnuation 4f th~ present democra-
tilc get up... and provde a freer atmosphere for the advocacy of 2 pro-
 gresslve program end militant methods of work," '

«This 1s the crassest and most cynical plece of opportunism which
has come from the SWP to date, Wkile thepre was defilnite opposition
to this line when first presented {t 1s feported that Cnfinon was con-"
vinced by Bert Cochran that the 1line wng Correct and that thls was the
correct course for the SWP, The NC of the SWP thereupon approved the
Aline for the support of the Addes factlor,

- - -

;i This support of the Stalinist faction in the ULW is only the low
,point of years of opportunistic "maln chance" operations of the SWP in
“the labor movement, It is the ragult of the years of the gmlicatlion

of the Cecnnon pollicy making deals st the top with this or that trade
unlon bureasucrat snd then handing the decision to the membershlp with-
out thpir partlcipation in the making of thn decision,

The leadership of the SWP doeq not bplinvo what 1s sald in the
-HMilitant editorial qupted above. Thelr belated discovery of the dic-
‘tatorial ambition of Reuther, and the democratic character of the
‘Addes coucus 1s a concoctlon of the Stallnlsts which wes brewed at the

. {last con¥entlon 6f the U/W, It ls now being used by the SWP in =

- ! -

‘block’ with the Stalinists, , el e e e e e
/v. How the Fractlon Should Functlon in thn UAW '

We have s2id before that thé main role of our Party in th° unlon
is polltical propaganda, This presupposes the usual and necessary =
"tr~de unlion work". We do not propose that thes shop or union hall bé
turn=d. into a street corner meeting or a forum foP unreseprved presént-
:ation of the Party line,” We do not propose that the fraction member.
fling away cautlion., wWhat we do propose concretely ls that every frac-
tlon member, in an organized ond planner manner, become a gociallst '
propgondist in the shop and in thée union. We propos~ greater b6Idness
+in the presentation of the concepts of sociallsm qnd the definite po-
\glitical program of tho Party. _

We do not here 9nter into the lmportant qu-stlon of what 1is
called "tempo" or the practical method of organizing this procedire,
» -This must be determined by the obghctivn sltuation nﬁd the experknce
- of the fraction.

. “What {8 important and imperative is that progrerssively more of the
' - fraction members become known in the unlon, not only as outstending
“militants but militints who are olso revolutlonary sociallsts, whko pre-
. sent.soclalism .ss.someatbing better-than.capiltalism, It is time for som
'+of Gis to clear away the confusion in the minds of the workers as to

" what we are and why we act ags we do and say the things we do, The

" workers know that we are diff@ront but there knowledge ends right there.
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Tt 13 veported from #lme to tlar by somr comrnde trhol The Is Known
'4 ) TPBtSVylst". Why dees thic menn?  Some comradas amast be knows
a8 WP mewbors, Theot is Spetquc mnd glves the oapportunity to dizcuss
som-thing concrete: the progean uf(thp WP and vhat the WP hns to offer
h? workers In renl situafion:z,

4]

or

In order to carry on the kind of polltical worl we have in mini 1t
is Aeccessor; for the frectioa to get down %o the "grags roots," The
Party etill suffers from the old dlsease of working at the top, Thij Is
1ntornst1ng but not productive of much for the Party, The WP can not
exert any eppreciagble influencé in the TUAW, We do not have th~ forong,
We are r=stricted to o relatively small group of wobkers, Only rorscly
will influ-nce with the t5p burecucrats glve us contact With the ranks
of the union, If essociantion at obf n-ar the top dor~s not open pocsib~
f1l1ities for us in the lower raunks than such sszoclintion la time wasted
and ¢an only redown to the credlt of the Dureanucracy, Furthermors, this
fruitless meneuvering at the top Lls oftentimes productive of opportunism
-which will not be thn tnse If we are working In the ranks,

The drganlzatlon of our politicnl propégnndn for the coming months
must be on o very modeat sczle, It should tske the form of thé indooc~
trinotion of indlvidlual workers and small groups of workebs with the
politicel ideas &and progrem of the WP, The tachn Tque must te @Worked ot
‘in practice and to it given conditions, The baszic idea is to toke the
Perty to the individual worker and to small selnctn' groups of workers,
We do not welt for them to come to the P"“tv. ~

de have had some exrerlence {n con ducting claszeg for contacts
.and prosn-~cts,in the howmes of thn mnmbor{ in the prospects home and in
the Yarty headnuareters, These "classes" have been composed of only
2,3, or 5 persons, Whatever these "classes hove o) 1anized ond compe-
tently conducted, recrulting has followed sutomntically,

: The material for such classes should be LA, the NI, The Fight For
Socialism, Plenty for all, fhe Porty polltical ond frqde wnion resolu-
tions, It 1s not enough to give these thingzs £0 the prosv~ct ~nd tell
him to read it, Thepamphlﬁt gshould be explained enid ifts contents out-
:1ined and descrlbed to the worker befor:s it 1s given to him to rsad, .

' The NI 15 undérlined to emphasize thot wa Ao mnot auoacﬁiuc to the
§nébLish nondense that the megazine s "too advanced for workers," All
the party litearatur is too ndvanced Tor most workeps, ~ The funciion of
the prorty member 1s to reduce the ldefs of the party to the levAl and
experience of the prospest and contect, Therc is always nt least one
-article in tha NI which can be understood by som~ worker,

“The Party political =ndtr:éds unlon r~solutions are underlined be-
cause we woant 4o ~mphusize that these resolutions should mnot remain
the private property of the FPorty member but should be us~d In the ~du-
catlion of prospects for membership.

The Farty trode unionist is in the most favorsbl~ situantion for
recrulting, To dnke we have 0ot tnken ndvonteges of our opportunitisa
that does 1t m~an to say that the U-Y for instaonce 1s thr union brot
sui“ed for our propagunda =nd rhcruifmrﬁt 1f we pecrult nobod-? Thls
condition must be changed anc corrached, The wenting of thé UAW fractim
must givo thia problem attentlon, We mus t rstabllich o new teat for all
membersd, "¥hat 1§ your WP influence In the plant ond union?" "How many
prapects Tor party membershin have you glven n politicel education: »
WP educationt™ ‘How muny workers from your plant have you récrulted to
the “arty?" 4 notional froction mesting without thils foundntlon is just
one more orgeutsatlion; 2 mere aggregotion of trnde unlon husybodlas .
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WORMERS PARTY
. 4 Gourt Square
Long Island City 1, N, Y,

January 10, 1947,

Dear Comrades:

The attached pfeliminary statement of policy
on maritime is being sent to all branches for the purpos e
of information an! of discussion by all maritime fractions
which arc urged to communicate to the National Officc their

opinions of the same boefo're aAfinal poliqy is adopted.
Comradely,

, . ‘ Nathan Gould
- ' For the Political Committee

v 9'3'9;



THE SITUKTIQN IN THE MARlTIMP UHIONQ

Prellmlna,r? ﬁaﬁement of Policy

The following stauement 13 a resume of discussions vhich have
taken place in tna Political Committee on the situation in the meri-
time unions. The statement deals eSb301‘11y with the Comumittee for
Maritime Union (CHU). It is fiot to be considered as a definitive
stateirent of views of the PC but as a preliminery statemont of views
for discussion in the wmaritime fractions and discussion in the Party,
Bach maritime fraction should give thorough consideration to the state-
ment and express its point of view in wrltlng to the PC. At the close
of the discussion the FC will qdont a line of policy

I. The situation in the maritine industry and among the maritime
~unions is a part of the general situation resulting “from the separa-
" tion of organized labopr mainly into two national federations: CIO ,
‘and AFL, The situation.arises also out of the general poli ical sit=-
uwation which developed following the close of the second world war, :
The various conflicts of policy betwsen the AFL and CIO have been 2
particularly manifest in the maritime industry and among the maritlmegﬁ
unions. This i1s due in part to the development of thcse unicns not
only as between the AFL and CIO, but in the development of organiza-
tional activity on a geographical basis between the East and Vest
coast, Thecece dif7crences arose also and were agrravated further by
- conflicts on the &g ins due to the existence of rlval leaders to exe
- pand thelr jurisdictioral irterests not only within the formal framoe-
work of thelr particular craft or ;nuustrial unions but to fields
which had not greviously come under the jurisdiction of a partlcular
union. These uiffercnces in craft, geography and other lines have
scriously Interfered with the functi oning of the unions, with the
development of complete organ;zatlon of the maritime workors and with
the interests of the workers in the marltlme 1ndustry.

. II. - The constantly recurring conflicts between the unions in the
maritime industry have not been confined mercly to jurisdictional dis-
‘putes as such or to differences of opinion asg to how the unions should
function at the economical lecvel but have been ageoravated and nouivat-
¢d by political considerations duc to the rolltlcal sct-up which :
exists in thesec unions. The goeneral -difforcnce along political lines’
has been ond is between the-Stalinists and anti-Stalinists, The ILWU
on the west coast under the 13&Q0fuslp of Harry Bridges, the NIIU on _
the Bast coast under the loadersnip of Joscph Curran are representoe
~tive of the Stalinist controlled unions, while thc SIU on tho moast-
coast with its SUP scction on the ‘West coast, undcr the leaddérship of
Harry Lundberg are represcntative of the anti-Stalinilsts.

The IIWU and the NMU arc both Stalinist controlled unions in the
CI0, The SIU=-SUP arc AFL anti-Stalinist unions, ¥While the SIU~SUP in
its anti-3talinist position and agitation is part and parcel of the
seneral anti-staliniut, or better, anti-Communist Party and antie
"Communistic attitude of the AFL, this union under the lcadership of
Harr Puﬁ~b<rg has Hoon and is particularly violent, reactlonsry and
cutspoken in its oproesition to the CP, Under the doanﬂtion of
Iunuocry the STU=STP kes corsirteontly refuscd any and 2ll forms of
collaboration witk the CIO waritiamc uvnions cven during periods of
great stress and surain in the maritime unions when facod with as=

sault by tic s..ip ownors

., *unions ofton on thc some ships znd to tho cfforts of tho vario%s
marttimo : C , . 940




During the war Lunu0urg,u&g‘b93 dcveloped a rcputﬂtion 28 a mile
itant labor leader, moved steQdﬂV ‘to the right and became a reactione
ary patriot, As national pre Bhnt of the SIU of which the SUP is the
west coast division, he has ma talned a dictatorial administrative
and organizational position in the organization, Under the domination
and 1lc adersh 1ip of Lunﬁberq the~8UP has desenerated from its lormer
position of militancy and lea@®rghip and has been conccrned rccently
with a most backward cqmpaigﬁ of opposition to the CIO unions dominate
ed by the Stalinists., The SIU on its part, compcsed as it is of some
of the most backward elements in the labor movement, has also develop-
ed and has taken a more or less pure and simple antL-Stallnist Party
DOSltlon. , i
‘ In contrast to the CIO marithe univns the SIU-SUP has been anti- .
Negro and has expressed this again and analn in advancing its slogan
of "no checkerboard crews." This has been due not only ‘to tno.general
‘backwardness of the SIU membership, a large part of whom on the East
‘coast are from the South, but also to the damant position tahcn by
: Lundberg on this question, - ‘ e '

i

IIT. .Grow1ng‘rap1dmy a,mroup known as the Committee for Warltime Unity
(ClU) w.s formed under the lead CTGth of the Stalinist Party., Thec
ostensible purpose for the °°TU was to form a bloc of all maritime ¢
unions or vo effect a merzer of snrltilc unions for the purposc of pro-
. tecting the maritim¢ workers and deiending their interests, There o
. were, partlcularly good reasoins for unuertukﬂnb such a bloc for the un--
" ification of the various uni.ns in the mavitime industry. The unions -
- were under attack by the shipping intercsts and any number of problems:
arose vitlh the government, On the basis of these and many cvents dev-
eloping cCuring 1946 such a step was indicated, Unified action wos '
also necessary for the purpose of reaolvxng many and serloug conflicts
which arose between the various unicns and for the clearing up of jur-
isdic tional disputes whi ch-tool place. Thesc conflicts and jurisdic-
tional disputes were wealiening the resistance of the unions to the ag-
sression of the ship owners and was preventing them from | gresonting a.
united front to the govcrnmcnt sh ipplng povers.

Under cover of scrving the neccds of the workers 1n the industry |
the StullnlSLS .had and have threc specific reasons “of their owm for
organizing and prouoting ‘the CllU: 1l. To acquire the maxirum possible
control of the maritime industry as a base of opcrations and an induse
- trial fortress for StQTinist imperialism in the growing conflict be-

. tweon Russia and the United States, 2.° To pool the stroength of all
“the CIO and indopendent unions in the maritine industry for the pur-
pose of 11qu1a bing the AFL unions and their influence, which are a
thorn in the sidc of the Stalinist drive to control the industry. 3,
and not lecast important, To liquidate, curb and kecp undor control
‘any opnesition to Stalinist domination reprcsentdéd by non-stallnlst
~eloments in the CIO end indeocndent unions or by clements who from the
strictly Stalinist point of vicw ar¢ not cntircley "rcliable”, Kost
prominent among the latter arz Ovrran of the NMU and his as<oclates,
Conflict between the Crrran and Stalinist foreces has long becn an open
wgecret and ias lpﬂcﬂtly climaxcd in the rcesignation of Curran s co-
‘chairman o the CkU,  dlwse are the three roal reascns for the forma=-
“tion of the CuU and the roeal rcasons for its  existonco,
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IV, It must bo. emphnsized tHaf: wherens both groups of unicns have -
frou time to time demonstratfd a high degree of militancy, the SIU
(AFL) 1s at a far lower politif#l level than the CI0 maritime unions,
This is due not only to the @gendPal higher political level of the CIO
and the general baclwardness 6f the AFL unions, particulaerly the SIU
on the Atlantic coast, but aZgo to the political education which has
been carried on by the Staljnigi Party through the years in the ILVU
and KMU, VWhile in the SIU 6 §%he East coast the political atmosphere
might more accurately be des@ibed as apolitical, in the SUP the attiws '
tude towards "politics™ has 'its roots in its IWW tradition and back-
ground, ‘ - ‘

V. The main question at issue is the attitude which the Workers Party
should take towards the Stalinist organized and dominated CiU., The
main question raised 1s not whether Lundberg is more progressive or
‘more conservative than the CITU or vice versa but rather what should

be the attitude of the Party toward the CMU as an organization polit-
“ically dominated by the Stalinist Party, The WP severely criticizes

f the reactionary attitude of .Iundberg and of the AFL group, as in a

~different way it severelv criticizes the reactionary attltude of the
- leadership of the CIO, e call to the attention of the maritime come
‘rades and of the Party, howsver, that thc Stalinist Party is also re-
-actionary (see recsolution on an anti-Stalinist Drive in CIO adopted
by last Plenum)., The question of whether or not to support the CHU
can not be decidéd in the main by attempting to answer whether or not
Iundberg is progressive or reactionary or by attempting to discover
-which group of unions AFL or CIO is the morc militant, The question
cannot be declded primarily by appcal to the fact that the SIU, on
" the Negro question, is more reactionary than the ILYWU or the NMU,

. The point to bear constantly in mind 1s the faet that the CliU is =
creation of the Stalinist Party, organized for Stalinist purposcs
and for use in any situction where the Stalinists sce fit to usc it
for their own particular’ . political needs, It must also be recacmb-
ered that whereas therc is neced for meritime unity and that tie CiU
was formmed ostensibly for the promotion of maritime unity the questicn
must be asked always vhether or not it is possible or probable:for
any step in this diraection to be taken under the lecadership of the
Stalinists, '

VI. The world political situation being what i1t is the Stalinists

find it necessary to seek hegemony particularly among workers.organ-
f{zations dealing with ship ing ond allied industries, They will at-
tempt, of course, to control thosc unions for use whencver the con-

flict between Russia and the United States makes such control ncccse-
sSary. ‘ ' - .

Te Party thereforc cammot endorse tho program of the CMU in the
abstract. We have Lo consider the fact that cvery cffort at unificae
tion is undor the lcacdcrs-iv ar® domination of the Stalinist Party.
" We do not go in to detailcd thcories on this question becausc suffi«
cient clucidation of thc matuer is contained in various Party statce-
ments and particularly in the Kesoluticn of the last Plenum rcferred
to above. ’
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VII., Proposals:

1, The Party does not' ﬁmﬁf§30 the CMU. The CMU is a purcly
burcaucratic top committce : . dn addition, eﬂnoulqllv now with
the resignoation of Malone oft theifirenen and Cu“ran the YMU, an
exactly lOO“ otalinlst body.

2, 1ihile thc Party coﬂth1ueu to exzprcss its prefercnce for the
CIO this pogition is not to? ﬁﬁ%applica abstroactly to the situstion in
maritlme. . ’

: 3. The Party tiecrefore will place its forccs in the ILV/U, the
SIU and the NIU, it having becen amply demonstrated that in spite of
the great difficultics, it 1is eatirely pcssible to do fruitiful work
.in the uvnions conbumlnatcc b3 Sﬁﬂllnl and even in unions under their
“M"eomplete™ control, ' v :

. 4, The Partv will continuc to attacl the rcactionary anti-
pol¢tlca1 forces ingile of the SIU-SUP and particularly its roult¢on
in connection with Ye~ro ﬂav%tlnﬁ vorkors, v : : v

: 5. The Party CO!t‘U’CS to propose and cluc1dﬂte the pccullar
reactionary role oi Stalinism in the maritime organizations incladi..D
the C:U., : : : . : :

T -
6. To stand for unity of action of tbc marltlme unlons and of
the maritimo workers in the face of attack by the ship owncrs and
the government, 7 o B
: 7. To call for unification of the maritimc unions, starting in
the CIO. :

8., Lacking the probability. of unificetiorn, to call for the in--
itial step of o loooe vorking fcdoraticn of all m ritime unions with -
cach onc rctqln*ng full sutonomy, for the purpose of carrying on
Joint practical act;vity.

9. If ncither of the above can be obtaincd to call for the os-
tablﬂsnuent of a joint board of strategy for all the maritime unions
to boe uscd for thce purnose. of Cﬁncrctu joint action, for the ollm*nu
tion of inter-union conflicts end jurisdictional disputes, : .

10, To propagate the idca of o general reproescentative ‘confercnce
of 211 unions in the moritime indu wstry, rogardlccs of qulllutJon,
based on thoroughly cGemocratic and fair representation from the rank
and file locals, for the purposc of Giscuscing problems comuon o
the industry an® o” arriving at the most satisfoctory solution,
under the conerete cirermssances, of the problems crcated by the prc-
sent a¢vi°10n and interneeine: struggle cmong the organizcd WOrKaors.

E. R. HckKinney,
National Socretary

. __ 4 - ) ’ . ;943 )>



