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TASKS OF_THE PARTY IN THE PRESWNT SITUATION .
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More than two years after the defeat of its lmperialist rivals

In the World Var and its emergeunce as the principal victor nation and
the ouly one with an intact economic plant, the United States has not
succeeded in establishing economic stability el ther at home or in
the rest of the world., Not a single one of the important non-Stalin-
ist nations of Eurcpe and Asla, which are increasingly depenﬂent upon
American support, has managed to achieve stabilization elther in tne
economic field or in the field of pclitical relatlons between the
classes. The urge for economic assistance from the only powerful
capitalist nation in the world, t;e United States, is counterescted in
Europe and ksla by the resistanoe offered by all the classes, in
f different ways and degrees, to the politica’ dependence which is the

_price of this econcmic aid. The vworyxing classes -of these countiries,

L who seek a socialist or anti- imoerlalist way out of -the unresolved

crisis, have developed an tncreau)nzly bitter antagoniem to American .
imperialism and to Its bourgeols cgents and associates in their ‘own
lands, as they realize more clsorly thet economic aid from the United
. States must be paid for by political subordination to it, by a deterw
»+ loration of their own social posiuion, and by their integration into
the military machine belng prepared for the viar between the two im--
perialist gients, the United States and Russia, in which these toil-
ers are reserved as the shock truvops of the former against the latter,
This growing antagonium contimiss to militate against a capltalist
stabilizaticn in Europe and Asia and remains a profound source of
violent social clashes on thess continents. The same holds true of
the slituation In Latin America,; even if in a less developed degree,

i . . . R
3 Thus, vhile the revolutionary wave which mounted during the war
- and immediately after it has largely subsided, above all in Europe,
the Zuropcan bourgeoisle and its patron, the American, have not yet
- achleved a capitalist stabilization., This has not been and cculd not
¥ be without its repercussive effects upon the situation in the U,S,

-The world sltuation is decisive for the development of the
Amcrican situation. The world policy of the American bhourgeoisie is
decisive for the development of its policy at home and therefore for
-the development of clags relations in the country. : :

- The axis of Amer:C?n impn“ialist pOllcV is the organization,
consolidation and extenslon of the largest and most reliable econcmic,
political and military bloc of nations, neccessarily subordinated to
the U.S,.,, to ‘counteract the bloc Wthh 1s likewlse being orzanized
by Stalinist imperielism and to prepare for the 1nevitablo var to
determine which of the two great powers is toc dominate the. viorld,

The hour for the open military conflict has not yet struck. Barring
accidents, it will in all probability not strike for a number of
yecars. - The economic, political and cven ldeological work of propere
ing the natiocns and the peoples for & war of such unprecedentedly
monstrous proportions and historical qipn*floance, cannot be complcted
over night. But ths work itsslf has elready been started, is well '
under way end is being pursued in both camps with full consciousness
and determination, All the talk about truce, peaceful coexistence,
international understending, arbitration, pertial or total disarmament,
~.control of atomic encrgy and the like, is shcer 1mpur1alist hypocrisy
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on both sides; at bottom, all these'protestations, proclamations,
proposals, conferences, agreements, etc,, are also part - an in-
dispensable part -« of the preliminary work of preparing for the
Third World Var, of jockeying for advantageous economic, politic-
al and millitary positions end, not least important, for ldeologl-
cal supnort from the °usp5cious and reluctant peOples of 211 coun-
tries. ‘

1

1 ' Although the outbreak of & new world var is still some years
b off, the forces working for such a new conflict are readily vise-
ible and indlcate the perllous future of society :and mankind in
the continued existence of- bourgeols and Stalinist 1mper1alism,
both forces creating ever~broader bases for the degeneration of
i - society into a modern barbarism, The age of atomic werfare only
emgha°izes the one way out for &ll humanity: death (cepitalism
Stalinism) or socialist freedom, -Given this alternative, the
struggle for soclalism must be carrled out more determinedly, more’
consistently, more indefatigably than ever.  For thought the
world sociallst vanguard i1s todey small and weak, .the forces of
.social disintegration are so vast, the crisis of capitalism and
‘Stalinism so insoluble, that the 3001alist struggle will grow
daily in magnitude, attracting ever larger forces to its banner, -
So long as present-day society exlsts, in its bourgeois and e
stalinist forms, the soclallsi struggle will remein its permanent
accompaniment untll the victorv of the classleos society. :

Eve“y 1mperialist war is preﬂeded and above all accOmpanled
'by a tightening of the vise around the economic and political
,positions .of the working class. This is an inexorable tendency.
It 1s modified only by the extent of the effort that the bourgeoi-
sie must maeke to win thé war, on the one side, and by the ,economic
power of the bourgeoisle, that 1s, 1ts capascity to meke more or
less concessions to the working class even dquring wartime, on the
"other side. Thus, although the tendency toward authoritarianism
and totalitarlanlsm was common to all the belligerents in the
.Second World War, it was more pronounced in tho European COunprieS
E than 1n the Unlted States, ‘ I ‘

The 1aunching of the came1gn to prcpare for uhe Third Iorld
War and to strengthen the domestic economy for that eventuality
has already brought with it a drive against the economic posi~
tions and polltical rights of the fmerican workers which is much
further advanced than anything the working class faced on the very
eve of the Second World VWar. Up to ths outbresk of the Second
World Var end to a conslderable extent even during the .course of
the wer, the domestication of the working class movement and the
disciplining of its most militant sections was left largely in the
hands of the labor bureaucracy. Today, after the war has ended
and although the next war is not yet immediately in the of {'ing,
this "self-disciplining" is already inadesquate for the purpose
and needs of the ruling class, It has succeeded in placlng on
the statute bocks the most agpressive antli-labor law in decades
and in opening up a firm pOlluibal end economic anti-labor offon-
silve almost all along the line. This offensive has not reached -
1ts culmination by any means, hut it has unmistakably begun and
i1t has just as unmistakably thrown the working class from the
‘offensive, which it took 1mmediately upon.the ending of the war,
Into tho defensive, . 5;“
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The rcasons for thls changc of relations between the claascs,
and the consequences of thp change, are of great Importence,

As soon as the war came to an end, large sections of the Ameri
can working class sprang forward like an uncolled spring in a
series of olffensive struggles for their class interests, Iun all
the Xuropean countries where such struggles occurred, the wvorking
class, acting through lts tradltional parties, made an opzn tid for
government power, for leadership of the nation, on the besis of
politic&l programs that called for resolving the whole soclal prob-
lem. In the United States, however, the labor movement confined
1te struggles mainly to purely economﬁc derands with no claim to
government power and with no political progrem. Its actions were
limited to economic strikes or threats of strike. Except fox the
"G.M, Program" of the UAW, which never went beyond the verbzl stage,
the labor movement sought to meet the growing inflationary crisis,
which aroused the most vigorcus interest and concern of all the
people, with nothing wmore than demands for vage increnses %o .meet
the rising cost of 1iv1ng and a futile apDGal for the continuation
.of the very government price control stem which was breaking down
at every point. : ' L :

_ The post wur stri ke strua*le were fought with exemplarv
solidarity and %tenacity on the part of the workers, without a bredk
in their ranks resulting from the enormous pressure exerted by all
.the organs of bourgeols opinion, and wlthout the bourgoolsle even
rthink1ng of smashing them by dirsct action (strikebreakers, troops,
etc.)s The miners! strike, in particular, which by virtue of the
key nature of the industry bsgan to take on the character of a
~ partisl general strike affecting all the key induqtries of the
country, showed the cgpgceity of the warkling class to paralyze all
essontial bourgeois productlon almost at one stroke. However, the
result of the first post-war strike wave was more negative than
positive. The economic gains which it achioved, nermely, the wage
increases themselves, were spesdily cancelled in most ¢ases by the
continuing rise in the cost of living which has been aqsured by

" the vower of the capitalist monopolies and their control of the

government. The narrow economic limitations imposed upon the worke
Ing clase by its officiel leadership, the apparent futillity of
strikes for wage increases which are promptly nullified by price in-
crcases, the fajlure of the union movement to supplement its ebili-
ty to bring industry to a halt with a2 broad and bold political
program for dealing with the multitude of nation-wide z2nd intertwined
social problems (inflation, Hcusing, veterans, Negrocs, production,
world peace, etc.) -~ 211 these cheracteristics of the storility,
conservatism and bourgeols-mindedness of thoe labor leasdorship and
the political fmmaturity of thec wo“klng clags itself oroduccd negae-
tive results, The working class itself was driven into & blind
alley, with no clear perspective for a solution, with no effective
outlet for its incontestahle militancy, and with widening doubts =as
~to the efficacy of strike actions at this time. The urban micdle
class which looked symnathetlcally to the labor movement for nation-
al leadership bogan to fe\I doubts cbout its 09p401tv to solve 1ts
problems, or &éven to become irritated and hostile to it. The big
bourgeolsie itself, sccing the decline of selif-confidence among the
workers, gained a COPPuSpOHdinE confidence in itsclf{ and was cm-
. boldencd to turn the offunsive of the vworkers inte an offens lve of
its own awainvt the workers and tld.r organized movement,
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‘The faillure of the {irst post~viar offensive of the wvorkers
heavily undsrscores the fatal weskness and inherent limitation of
‘purc-and-simple economic¢ struggles, and therefore of the present
trade-union movement in the United States, even when - inceed,
especially when - they are conducted by the numerically strongcst

" and solidest trade unions, for the nore powerful and comprehensive
~.the purely economic struggle becomes the more pronouncedly does 1t
’.reveal its limitations, | ,

» The fallure of this offensive made p0°sible that when the
bourgeoisie, given i1ts world problem and its world role, found
¥ necessary, namely, the lruncnlnp of the antl-labor offensive and
"~ the extension of its open long-term preparation for the Third
World War, These are characterized by the Taft~Hartley Law and
1ts concomitant widely-organized "anti-Red" drive aimed not only
.- at 3talinist Russian influence but also at all forms of working
- clags militency and independence, by the effective smashing of
. any serious housing program, by the uncontrclled price rises which
~exact such a heavy tribute from the working class, end by the
drive to ecstablish peace-time Uuiversal conscription for the first
time in American history. ,

S ‘The adoPtion of the Taft-Hartley Law with the effective sup=
: ;port of both capitalist parties ls the strongest weapon with
which the capitalist government' has ever armed the capitalist
~class ggainst the organized labor movement in this country. It 1s
“the .clearest example we have yet had in this country of the basic
~truth that if the working class does not take political power ine
"to its own hands and reorganize cconomic life In its own inter-
ests, the political power of the capitalist claess will .increas~
ingly reorganize the workine class and the labor movement into
completecly controlled instruments for the presérvation of 1ts
economic life, The provisions of the law, if strictly enforced,
~are among the most binding and paralyzing restrictions imposed
upon a labor movement in our time in any bourgeois-democratic
country. The working class therefore cannot make serious progress
In the next period wi thout militantly resisting these reactionary.
-provisions with all the strength at-its command and seeking by
all the appropriate means at its aisposal ‘to -obtain the repeal of
the law itself, It 1s characterlistic of the official labor lead-
ership that on the whole it is &lready prepared to capltulate %o
et least some of the reactionary provisions of the law or to con-
f.  fine their contesting of these provisions to purc~and-simple
e&x  court appeels. Thls leadershlp fears the consequences of initiete
ing & mass action zgainst the law in which the fused economic
and political strength of the working class would be brought in-
to play. Yet 1t is only by employing this strength iq mass action
. that the working class and its organized movement can be présarved
£,  from the destructive effects of the law and its enforcement,
'+ Such mass action can - and it 1s the only way tc - smash and
F©  nullify every single one of the rcactionary measurcs of the Taft-
.. Hartley Law, and of all State and local laws drawn up in the sume
¥.-  gense, and every militant in the labcer movement must be mobilized
f:  -along this line as against the half-hecarted, cowardly, courte
bound ineffectual 0pp031tion advocated by the official 1eadersh1p
of the labor movement. : o

_ /. :
. ‘Mcanvhile, it iv clear tl t the bourﬂeoisie as & wnol° 13 not
yet prcpared to go through with &an immediate and s+rictly literal
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2 enforcement of all the provisions of the law. InpoLtanu scetions
. of the bourgeoisie, st least, sre lesving themselves an avenus of
i partial retrcat from the lew or £6r the mocderation of the law, if
> the wovk1nr class displays an offectively militant opposition to it
o instead of a docile acceptance of 1t which the bourgeoisie hopes
&  for but does not confidently s.pect, The attitude of the hourgeoide
X' on the Taft-Hartley Lew is its attitude toward the working class in -
% gencral at the present time. It is even mnore aware than’ is the wore
’ king class that while the latter has failed in its first postevar
k- battle, 1t has not been gmashed Or even routed. The labor movement
¥ hdq not only remained orcanizationally intact and showed no sign
¢ of loss of membership, but on the contrary the unions continue to
L T“C?ult ncw workers by the hundreds of thousands, ”hey have reached
€ an 2ll-time high membership fioure; - their actual. and potentisal
~strencth on the economic field is vreater than ever in American
‘historye. In additlion, the sentiment for unity of actios and even
4 for complete unification into one central trade-union movement ‘is
. now stronger than ever before. It is entirely correct to say that
~ the labor movement has been driven into the d#fensive. and that it
~ has not even properly organized itself to. conduct this offensive,
“ But it is utterly false to assume that the. working class and the
~ labor movement have been smashed or aisp@rsed or demoralized, or L
fr- that it is 1ncapeb1e of a speedy turn to the most militant progress,
- The working class in this country is still exceedingly. powerful;
f.  the economic situation ("full employment") continues to provide all
<’ the necessary basis for a restorstlon of the highest self~confldence .
¥- end aggressiveness; the reletive nrudence with which the bourgeol-
F. sle still feels its way.'in the oifensive against the labor movome nt
" 1s by itself sufficlent evidence of. the degree oi‘which 1f Iears’
the power of the organized workeps, B :

Furfh(“more, the greatest imnortunce Wust be attached to the :
effects of all recent deve]opmﬂnts in thls country « the Left—Hartley
Law, the inflatlion, the feeling of an inevitable ecqnomiu crisis,
the growing. apprehension over the "drift toward war are most
prominently included - with recgard to their stimulation. of the turn
of the working class to political action. . 'The PAC-CIO, whose signi-
ficance has already been analyzed, has not disapp*ared but ratier
gives every indlcation that it wlll play an even more important role °
in the noxt period than in the past. Even the AFL leadership threat-

- ens for the flrst time to emulate +nc PAC which, for all its funda=
};  mental inadequacy, represcnt s an. important advance beyond the o
. traditional political policy of the AFL, The tremendous reception
given bv workers all orer the:country to Wellace reflects the _
growth of popular dissatisfactlion with the two old capitalist parties,
the desire for & political movement that will bring about a "New

. New~Deal" in this country and guaranteec peace all over, the world,

. The ertraordinary support given by the workers -~ of all the labor
organizations « to vhat they regarded as labor tic%ets in the Oak-
land and Allentown elections, cannot be set down as 1solated phenome
ena hubt must be cOnsidorad as barometers of th@ national trend, :

Ths real progrbss of . the Americen working. class can be measured
decislvely only by the extent to which it ongages in independent
ola°" ;01itical action and devilops its independent class political
party. Ths most urgent need of the American working class today
remrins - now cven morc than baforc - the organization of e national
indepondent labor party based on the mass labor organizations and
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L ailmed st the establishment of a- workers"rovernment.> Active and

~" - continuous support for the organfzation of such & party is still

conifined to the ranks of. the revolutionary Marxists ir the labor

. movenent and of a small section of other labor militants. The two

£ most powerful trends in the labori rpjovement aim-to keep the working . -
F - class within the broadest confires of capltalist polltics. One |
-~ trend is to support the Democratic - candidate for president in 1948
- as a lesser evil in comparis>n with the Republican candidate, 5
+ leaving open the poesibility of supporting independent or "semi- .
| ndependont" local candidates and “espgclally of intervening as an :

organized force in the Democ"atlc (or'Rnpublican) nrlmaries for - E
the purpose of nominating "prosressive" or "pro-labor" candidates n 3
on the tickets of the old parties, - .The other trend is likewise to :
support the Democratic presidential-candidate against the Republi=
can candicate, but 1n the form of .a Third Party which aims to put
forward its own candidates'for .as msny local offices as possible, , =
At .present, the former trend is by far the dominant and more-power- .
ful oné, just as the latter is still’ more, powerful than- the trend _,“7

toward an 1ndependent labor'paruy

,j‘ Nevertheless; all the 1ndic tions‘ re»that the trend ﬁoward

& "Third Party" will-steadlly gain the upper hand ‘over. the policy
of supporting one or .the ‘other:.of- the old capitalist parties, o
at first on a local and then-on a national scale, --The establish-
ment/of 2 Third Party, as against an-indepéndent labor party based
upon-and controlled by the mass organizations of the workers, is
ziméd objectively at keeping the bredk between 1abor and the
bourgeols political parties confined within the. general framework
of bourgeols politics by setting up a party'whidh commands the -
support of the working class.for & petty«bourgeois ‘program’ “and
leadership (and therefore basically.s bourgeols program gnd 1ead-
ership) without being responqible to end unner the_control of the'

uorklng class.‘u - ',‘f ‘ifwh"’~

It is pos ible that a “Third Party," & prouuct of the complax , o
political fabric in the United utates, ‘may be set in motion before - -
an independent labor parfy come's into existence. ‘We call atten- =
tion to the Resolution on the United States, adopted at the last.

convention, which owiented thp partj 1n such an event by declavlng-" o

- __A;;.,,‘ we TN

g " eelt 1q necessary that our party examine ‘each | naw political '
e alignment of labor by _golng beneath -surface appearances and
secklng the class esséncc of the movemnt, Above all it - o
viould be wrong to condemn out of hand any ngw political move=
ment merely because it denfes that it 1s a labor party and
proclsaims 1tself a "third party" or a "people'!s party,"
Vhile fighting against the Wallaces and LaGuardlas plaeying a
role in 2 lebor political movement, even cs figureheads, the.
perty must not be misled Into sectarian errors merely because
of their presence. A party that bases it self upon 15 million
organi zed workers, represonted by their trade unions, and is
controlloﬁ by the labor movement and expresses 1ts danands
st be judged on the basli of this class content., No labor
'pJIt will spring into existemce pure and undefiled other
-than one ve ourselves would Croate. . S Lo e

'~ Hevortheless, for the next pariod tho cenfral politioal slogan '
of tho Party. reuains, morc emphatlnally than bcforo, the organiza—'
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than ¢ wn indepencent lahor party te ffsht foe & werkers! covern-
ment, Inzide the movement for an independent lebor party based up-
en toe unicns, as well as in the pa*ty itself when it 1s establiched,
th~ struzgle between a reformist propram and polltics and & revolu-
tionzry program and politics must ‘go on, -

The most imporuant forward sten that the nrnricpn work lnv class
can tale Iin the next LOPlOQ {s its declaration of political 1nFe-
pendence from the bourgeois parties. The Workers' Pa”ty doeeg not de-
ceive itself with glowing dreams about becoming the mass party of
the Ancrican proleu ariat over night, for 1t has no need for self-
delusion in general or for this one in particular, The Workers Far-
ty is still onlv a revolutionary vanguard, whose main immediate nezt
step 1s the concentration of all political and organizational efforts
to help raise the working class movement as & whole to the level
of peliticel class independence, thus creatin@ the most favorable
‘realizable arena in the hext period for the development of a mass’
revolutionary socialist party of the American proletariat Hence,
all the independent politlcal activity that the Workers Parby can
and rust conduct, including those 1t can and must conduct in its
own name and under 1lts dirdct le“quohip, avre not only aimed at re-.

cruiting directly to our own ranks bu} at dirscting all forces we
can set in motion toward the objecti.c of a centralizing, unifying,
nation-wide indepsndent labor party with a pfO”P&m of struggle for
a vorkers?! government. ‘ : ,

" The struggle for the’independent.lﬁbor party as it is concelved
by the UWorkers Party not only cen . but must be conducted outside the
ranks of the owganlzed trade~union novergnt and among those workers
‘who are not affiliated with the trade union movement and even among
sections of the middle class., ut -in the very rature of the fight,
it must be conducted mainly, primarily and with the greatest’ concen=
tration of our efforts, in the ranks of the trade union movement
itself. Wo pose the problem abstractly, as though it were a Ques=-
tion of "unions" in general and "the masses" 1n genera;, 1s an aca-
demic absurdity; +to counterpose to "the masses" the "union" = as
our main field of political work - is no less an absurdlty. Th
unions, in the United Stetes, today, constitute the largest, best
organized, most democratic and most representative, most advanced,
most milltant and most fruitful concentration of the masses in exist-
~ence.- It is not only the most powerful but the only seriously or-
ganlized basis for the conduct of the struggle to attain the political
independence of the working class, to break the domination of bour-
geols and petty bourgeols parties and politics, to advance the re-
volutionary political program and i1deas of Marxism. ' The polibical
work carried on by the Workers Party outside the ranks of the or-

génized labor movement - and such work must be continued and extended
- must necessarily be linked with and made part of the struggle to :
achieve the main immediate objective of es tabll)hing the polit*CQl
independence and class leadership of the proloturiat.

This ObJGCthC conseguently Indicates the main point of conoene
tration of the Workers Party. This point is the trade unions them=-
solves, paruicularly the unions Vovoring the basic proletariet of
the beasic, key, ma -production industries, The Party cannot scrious-
lf think of mnkina progress in the etragpl for its political obw
joctive if 1t is not solidly rooted in the powerful, stlll-growling
Irdustrial unions in particular and the organized ldbor movement in’
.gmhurﬂl. Undecrstood in this way - end this 1s the only way in which
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1t should be understood - the "trade-unionizatlon" of the party
(having the strongest possible core of the present party member-
ship In the trade unlons, and concentration on recruiting as new
members into the party the most advanced trade union militants)
does not mean primarily the trans fcrmation of the party members
into "trade union experts" but meens primarily and basically the !
establishment of an increasingly influential revolutionary politic-
al force within the lsbor movement, Understood in this, the .
enly correct, way - the "trade unlonlydtion of the party ls not

a technical or administrative problem for us, but a politicel
problem, a politlcal task which is an indispensable prclimindpy

to tle carrylng out of our main political obgective end an in-
separable part of it, _ o - . !

This obgective flnally dicfateo the nature of our ‘Partyls
work inside the trade unions., Our members must not confine them-
selves to becoming the "best trade unionists" or devote themselves
cgclusively or overwhelmingly to the.daily routinism of trade-
union economic problems, Neither must they confine themselves
to general (and abstract) preachments about the need for an inde-
- pendent labor party, As a gensral rule, our Party, even including
~1ts sympathizers in the unlons, does not possess sufficlent
strength in the union movement to be able to strive for assuming
control, leadership amd responsibility for large union units,

Our main aim certainly cannot be to become the administrators and
leaders of union organizations in which we do not enjoy the po-
litical support indlspensabdle for such positions - given thc re-
“lationship of political ‘forces in the labor movement, Our primsry
and main aim in the work in the unions is therefore the dissemina-
“tion of our political ideas - presented concretely oh the basis -
_of the actual experiences and actual problems of the workers, and
not in a purely abstract propagandistic way < and the recruitment
of members to the party on the basis of these ildeas. .Our aim in
the work in the unions is the presentation of our political pro-
gram, of our political views, in‘concrete connection with eveéry .
living problem that faces the workers and their organization,
This does not and must not be allowed to mean the: abandonment by
our comrades of direct, active particlpation in the practical work
and struggles of the unions or the shirking of such responsibili-
-tles, including the resyponsibility of office, as we can appropri-
ately discharge. Nothing of the sortl It does mean, however, .
that the bést test, over a given period of time, of the results
-of all the practical activities our comrades engage in in the
unions, is'the extent to which our political views have gained
_popularity and support among the workers, the extent to which our
Party press is rcad and supported by the workers, the extent to
which we have been able to increase the number of our Party sym- -
pathizers among the workers and the extent to which we have been
able to recruit new workers directly to our Party. By 1ltself,
election of our comrades to union office is not and cannot be con-
sidered a test of our progress in the union movement,

Desplte the attempts to root our Party in the main organiza-
tions of the working class - attempts whlch must be continued with
unremitting persistency - it is still a fact that the Party re-
mains a propaganda group in the main, lsolated from the masses
and their principal struggles and vithout decislve influence upon
themn, This isolation has becn lmposed upon our Party by a serles
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of historical events; 1t has not been prouu"ed by the Party and its
‘program. However, the problem before us right now 1s not to repeat
the alre= dv-diSCUSsed and elrsaay-established explanation and the

jusrlflcation for our 1solation, The problem that demands con-
centrated efforts is to break out of the isolation uith all the
means that the st tuation places at our disposal,

/

No serious progress can be\made,toward breaking the isolation
of the Party unless every member, regarded as the individual spokes-
men end militant advocate of the program of the Party, finds a field
in which to advocate its program. This field 1s not inside the
ranks of the Party itself,” to which so many members now confine
their "political activity." It is to be found only in the mass or-
ganizations and In political activity among the masses, Of the mass
organizations, the' Party continues to consider the unions the most
1astingly 1mportant and fruitful. : . . _

The outlook and activities of the Party cannot and must not,

" however, be confined to the trade unions. In the first place, or-

ganizations of, and political activity among, ‘workers outside the
trade unions are of great importance and, in specific .cases, can even
be of greater importance than the unions themselves. In the second
place, the Party 1s faced with the practical problem of a consider-
able number of its members being unqualified or dlsquali;ied for
work in the trade unions. ‘ _ 5 ,

L Tt is therefore 1mperativn to ostablish firmly the rule: evepry
member of the Party must be an active and militant participant in &
mass organization. For the worker-members -of the Party, this means
active membership in the union movement, For Party members who are
veterans, this means membership in the veterans! movement, including
those members who are already pa“ticlpati‘g in the unions. For
Party members who are students, housewives,’ nrofessionals, this
means membership in-student organizations, in tenants or consumers
or parents organiz*tions, in proPossional o“panizations respective-
ly., For Party members who are Negroes, this means membership in
Negro orgaﬂizations. In any political campalgn that the Party CONne
~ducts, it will be found that it is seldom necessary for us to "cre-
ate" & special non-Party organization, except in the case of unlted
front ‘committees for specific purposes.’/ Non-Party mass organizations
already exist in ample numbers and with ample influence ané with
ample possibilitles for our Party. It is only necessary to become
part of them, ; )

In this connection, it is important to anticipate 1llusions
that undoubtedly exist about these non-Party organizations. In weny
cases, the active membership of such organizations is, for lack of
.leadership and perspectlve, comparatively limited in number and in
political development. They can constitute an arena for political
activity and recrultment to our Party not so much because of what
they are on the day our members enter them, but because of what they
can be transformed into as a result of persistent and patient work
conducted by us, that is, the work of building them up into recal
and effective mass organizations as a result of the activity and
“the policies put forward by our members and militants they attract
to themselves, Unless this s clearly understood, participation in
these organlzations can only lcad to early discouragement and dis-
11llusionment,
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The fact that the Parby 1s still 1arge1y a propaparda group
does not mean that 1t excludes agitational work and pclitical ac-
tivity emong the masses. On the contrary, it is only by meens of
the latter that the Party cen begin to edvance from its present
stage snd to overcome its isolatlon, Here the Party struggles
not merely on the 1ssues and programs it champions, but always
holds itself out as the Party of revolutionary socialism and in
ternationalism, Such opportunitles are best offered by the fight
egelnst the rising cost of 1llving, rising rents. (consumers! "re-
‘slstance" movements in general), campalgns for more and better
housing, fipht against all forms of Jim-Crow.and mistreatisient of
minoritlies, by movements of protest against imperialist atrocities
abroad, etc., Locel initiative is imperative in this work, and
every branch must be on the alert for opportunities of this kind,
It must be emphasized that this politicel activity is not to be .
considered the province only of those Party members who are not
engaged in union activity but must include also the latter, that
. 1s, 1t must involve the Party membership as & whole. In this :
work, as in the trade union work of the Party, the same criterion
"must be employed., Uur success must e measured . not nrimarily by
-the offf c1al prominencé attained by our members in the work or
“the movement conducting 1t, and not by the time and energy put
~ into the .work, but by the degree to which our program gains sup-

- port among -the workers over a given period and by the number of
recruits gained directly formthe Partv 1tse1f. L

vl The domination of world politics by the growing confliot be-

" tween ‘American end Stalinist fimperialism is réflected everywhcre

by the systematic endeavors of both to gain the support of the
masses in preparation for the inevitable war, This means that.

- our Party not only confronts the problem of Stelinism in all its

-activity and in all the ‘mass organizations, but that it will con-

tinue to confront the problem, to one degree or another, in the
future. Our activkty emong the mosses eannot yleld the required

- results without a cdlear undérstanding and a firm applicetion of

our policy toward Stalinism, -The SWP swings between the theory
that Stalinism 1s next to itself as left wing of the working cless -
and the practice of supporting the Stalinist faction of the labor
movement or the reformist faction without politicsl analysis, withe
out basic political distinction and solely on the vulgar-empirical
basis of which faction seems to offer better recrultment posslbill.
tles for the party at a partlcular moment or in a particular local
union., Ve reject both the false theory and the opportunistic,
rudderless practice. The Party gives no support whatever to the
~politicsl program of the reformist leadership of the mass organiza-
‘tions, ebove a2ll the unions. However, in a contest for control

of the mass organizations between the reformlsts and the Stalinlsts,
our Party, wherever it is unable to organize an 1ndepnndenh MOVEm
ment capable of challenging both bureaucracis for. control, unhesl-
tatingly calls for support of the former azainst the latter. The
formsr ere the lesser evil snd the lesscer danger as compared with
the latter - from the standpolnt of the interests of the working
class and 6f socialism., Objectively, the former are compellcd

to work (in their ovm reformist way) for the preservrtion of the
labor movement. Objectively, the latter seek not only to subordin-
ate the labor movement to the Stalinist autecraey but to extermine
ote them altogether as independent class orgoenizations. The
Sfaliniot movemsnt is not any klnd of left wing of the labor movee
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moht; It is e tot alitarian,'anti-uemocra*io &nfi worcing dlaus
right wing and mu st be comaatted as such. ' - . ‘

The iso]ation of the genuinely MQPXiSu movement Canot be dc- i
finitively broken and the road to a genulnely. revoluti onary mess pare-
ty cannot be traversed to.the..end until Stalinism has been shattcred
and liquideted politically. .This wust he understood through and
‘throughe If the revulsion against imperialist "democracy" fmpsls
militant workers to Stalinism, it is no less true that the revuls :1om
against c°linism impels militants and people in general towaid -
1mper1qlist democracy" end ‘1ts extreme lsft wing, social PGfOl"L°m.
- While these remain the two blg chcices in the eyes of the workecus, I
. - the revolutionary proletarian movement cannot become 2 mass movement
.~ ~Even if on a smaller scale than in Europe and Asila, &talinism in -
'+ this country neverthéless remelns a large and heavy obstacle’ to the’
~ othervise clear road that the revolutionary Narxists would have to
. being recognlzed as the left wing of the working class and the so.
. cialist alternative to capltallst decadence. Support’ {(including .
~M"eritical" support) of Stalinism plays into the hands Of the latter
~.does not succeed ‘in breaking away any of the ‘followers of Stalinism,
“and can only di sorient’ the Marxist movement itself. The theory and.
T"practlce of this support’ 1 basea upon, the notlion that Stalinism -
sti11 "somehow" represénts ths 1aeas of the Ruqsian Revolution ¢ nd”
- the Communist Internat{onal end is therefore a progressive force.
- Any remnants of thi's gross misconception of Stalinism must be
. eliminated from the thinking and activity of our Party. - Stelinism
must be relentlessly and uncompromis*ngly fought by our Party and
- fought wherever possible in open 2lliancé wlith all progressive,
. demooratic (including social-democra ic,‘social-reformdst) forcos _
- in the wovking class.’ AT SR N T S o

Tbe 1eolation 1n which our Party still finus 1tself neuar&1¢y
tends to create’'and nourish moods of cdepression and denorulizotion
in 1ts ranks. This has-alweys been the case In such situations and
our Party is not and cannot be'expected to be an exception and -
therefore immune t0 such moeds, The cause for the particular forms
that these moods and tendencies assume. cannot be found outside,
neecd not be sought and the overwhelmingly dominant fact that in no
period of the history of the working-class and 1ts revolutlonery |
vanguard have ‘they had- to endure such a long and unbroken series of
hcavy defecats, The movement has ¥uffered heavier and more dovaostate -
ing blows in the past, quarter of.a century-than in the periods fole
lowing the 1848 revolutions, the Parils Commune and the 1905 Revcluw
tion combined However, here”too the main problem is not an ex-
planation of the phenomenon but an understanding effort to resist it
and 1ts conqequcnces. Lo L

Thb moods of dsmoralizﬂtion range from one extreme o anothern,
for all that they have in common, - At one end, they are revealed in
the grotesque capitulﬁtion of radic=zl phraSLmonﬁorq of the Jchnson

varlety to the aggressive opportunism of thé SWP on the PIOUHu that :
Connonite opportunism is compensated for by the purely verb:l reveolu-
tlonism with which it covers itsslf at times. At the other end, :
they take the form of passivity induced by a fallure to- unmerstand
the position of revolutionary Marxism in the world today cnd the
role that our Party has to play and is playing, Now that the pros-
pects of unificatlion between our Party =nd the SWP have been effec-~
tively sabotaged to the polnt of nullification by the latter, the
Wsrkers Purty appeers, end must uppear more clearly qnd consr'ou51¥
o _ : : G
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ﬁas the revolutionary politlcal Vanpuard organization whioh takes an

. .uncompromisingly independent class posit ion because 1t is not tied:

[ in any viay or to any degree with the two-maln sources of world ree-

| actlon and decay, American and Stalinist imperialism, The indis=

- pensability and justiiication of eXistence egnd right to P”Owth of

i ~our Party is defined by the watchword which characterizes its pro-
‘gram and perspective: "Neither liashinsgton nor Moscowl For the
i ndependence of the working class and international soeialisml"
Our Party hes the special task, in.these crucial and difficult )

. ‘times, to bring the outlook, the socislist policy and the socialist

vv‘aspxrations represented by this watchword into every corner of the
working class and-its movement, It a1 stinguishes* our Party from
every other political organization-and movement, without excep="
;tion, for there is not-one of,them that does not proclaim zllegi-
‘gnce toione extént or; another aither to Washington or Moscow, ' By -
‘virtue of this- fact, our .Party -alone represents consistently the
‘program and prospects of socialist -internationalism,’ An undere T

;. standing of this must-animate ever jsinnle member oI‘the Party and-a" '
the work of the Party as.a whole, o 5 i,

' The defeats all: over: thelworld, the’ slowness t111 now of the
political development. of the Aimerjcan working class, the: failure
of the' Party to: overcome ‘1ts 1solation = these heave ‘had adverse
,effects upon: the Party’cadre as welly - Without e’ firm ‘cadre, - the
Party cannothmeintain itself; let alone grow, Such’ a cadre, es-f“
. pecielly today,” reqiires:not oniy" understanding but’ solidity, '

i ‘ténacity and the ability to. set the example for.- ‘ally, iThe idea

“that ‘the cedre’” can be.'constituted out of members vhose understand-"
. ‘ing and agreement with the' Party program. is of & high order but )
whose activity dnd_capacity for inspiring others is’ of & low order, -
1s an absurdity'which.has noth1ng in common wi th ‘our” conception o
as embodied in the reoolution of the last. Partv convention. ' !

IR A

ﬂ It must be recognized. that a section’ of the old Party cadre

to the degree. that 1t existed has become’ exhausted, to a greater :
or lesser degree, and 1s no’ longer: oapable of fulfilling its in- "
-dicated tasks in the national as well as in the local leadership,
AWithout resorting to any administrative measures, which offers no
~+solution, the Party must conscilously and planfully renew and en- -
.large the Party cadre. ' This is now one of the most urgent tasks

of the Party, espeoially because the failure is most merked in

the main, not the lesser, politicel centers of the Party, where 1t

- has its wost adverse effects,  Party education and training must

~ be gien ten times more attention, and more systemetic attention,

- than heretofore, The idea of the ‘professional revolutionist, not

" 4n 1ts bureaucraticall y-distorted but in its Leninist form, must

~be raised to its rightful rank of first-class lmportance in the
Party. That is, the Party must select from the. ranks those mem-
bers wvho are ready and able to devotc all their available time,

in 2ny fleld of Party work that is Indicated and not only as Party
officials, to the building up of the Party. It 1s these members,
systematicelly educated and tTainen, who must more and more assume
the leadership of the Party at all points., It is upon them primari-
ly, and not upon those whose membership has become more or less .
formal, who ere bored, or who have fallen intd passivity or who
fail to discharge their obliga*ions to the Party in full that _
mast fell all respon 1bility for uhe Party. _ v

From thls point of . view, the Party must henceiorth devote f7o,
o | . 9?-
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great attentlon to a field that hes been grossly neglected, the
Youtlt orgenization. In the pest of the revolutionary movewment, the
Party leadershlp was constantly rencwed and extended to a larse ex-
tent, and at times exclusively, from the reservolr of the Youtl: or-
ganizstion., In contrast, our Party has suffered for the past fow
years from the absence of a Youth organiz"tion. The beginnings made
recently in reestablishling a Youth organization dre already pronisw
ing. Howrver, both the national and local leaderships of the Party
have failecd to glvz anything like the attention and support to the
Youth organization that it doqyrves. It 1s absolutely imperative

to introduce a radical change in thils respect, so that the efiorts
of the youth ccmrades to build up a erious'organizatinn may recelve
unstinting and continuin5 assistance of every kind reguired firom the
Party. . :

If the Party cannot rely upon a solid and active cadre, it csan
rely on nothing. It must consciously and syvtnmatiﬂally train and
bring into all “the positions of responsibllity and leadership new
eléments in the ranks, withous regard for personal sensibilitles that
may be offended. e ' o . -

. §
September 25, 194%7.

### . L s
NOTE: The Political Committee 1s submltting the above statement

.~ as a draft for the consideration of the Netional Gommittiee
meeting to be held in connection with the Active VWorkers
Conference, At the same time, the draft is being made
available to the membership as a whole so that it may be
discussed both before and during the Active Vorkers. Con-
ference 1toelf.
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