STATEMENT ON UNITY WITH THE SOCIALIST WORKERS SN
Y BND THE EXTRAORDINARY PARTY  CONVENTION N DN

%% %  (See "Note" on Page 6)
 The Natiomnal Committee of the Workers Party, after reviewlng aliv

the developments relating to unity with the Socialist Yorkers Party
in the past year, deems 1t necessary %o re-state the position of the

- ‘ Party-

3 The ”owkers Party, seconding the initlative taken by the then

" Minority of the SWP in proposing the merger of the twe organizations

g more than two years ago, promptly declared in favor of re-unification,
L Our Party considered that the unity would signify a big step forward

. 34n the advancement of the revolutionary movement here ‘and abroad,

k. provided the unification were achleved on & solid basis, In the course
- of the firat attempt to reunlte the two orgenizations, our Party

- demonstrated beyonl aiestion that it was prepared to make every cone
i: ceivabls concession To the SUP in the interests of unity, shont of

£ the abandomment ' of our own political line and of the democratic rights
. that every member and every group within a revolutionary perty should
. freely enjoy, including the right to propagate its political line

. in an orderly and reSponsible manner, Our Party stated repcatedly e
g and unequ*vocally that in spite of the wigde breach between the politi- |
. cal and theoretical positions of the two organizatlons, representing

. two tenﬂencies of the Trotsxyist movement, these differences were

.. compatible wlth common membership in a single, united Party, provided
i that dlscipline in action and party demecracy were fully and equally

. assured and that the formal unification were preceded. .and prepared

.- by a local) and Iincreasingly close practical collaboration between

f the two psarties in all nossible phases of the class struggle., This

E- position was maintained by our Party wtth.unwaverlnr congistency.

. The leadsrshlp of the Scclallst Worksrs Party evaded its re~
¥. sponsihility for 2 long time by refusing to take a position in favor

., of or in oppositlon to unity or to practical collaboration between

. the two parties, It met the proposal for unity inside its own party
- with violent ‘attacks upon the Minority aimed at discrediting and
~isolating it. At no time in the course 6f the few discussions with
the Uorkprs Party in that perlod dld the SVP accept any of the propo=-
sals on unity made by our Party, or put forward any countereproposals
of 1ts own, ®¥inally, at its last national convention, the leadership
- of the SYP? obtained & "unanimous" voté in opposition to unity with

- our ‘Party, in condemnrtion of the HMinority whlch first advooated the
.. unity, and in expulsion of the two remuininq leaders of the lMlnorlty =
the first tivc in the hilstory of the American Trotskyist movement _
when members were expelled for their dlqsident polifical opinions, In i
additlon, the convention just as "unanimously" adopted the notorious A
document proposecd by the leadership in which our Party was condemnzd

as a "petty-bourgcois" tendency and the Fourth Internationsl was v 2
called upon to éeclarc that . those holding our political and theoretic-
al views were, by virtue of that fact alone, excluded from membership
. in the International, This put a definitive end to the first attompt
¢ to achiave unity between ths twoe parties, The responsibility for the’
- conclusion rests exclusively upon the shoulders c¢f the SUP 1eadership.

Early this year, upon the int@rvention of = represontattvo of
the Secretarlat, a second attempt to achleve unity vies begun, Once
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5 gain our Party declared 1tself ready to naL such a unity 90331b1e. J
It even went further in making concessions to the SWP and adopted a .
i+ .resolution on unity aimed at nothing less than saving the face of
5 . “the SVWP leadership in order to facllltste e 180 degree turn-aboute
§~ - face on its part in the matter of unity. In no respect, however, did
.our Party find it necessary to make any significant, let alone funda=
' mental, alteration 1n the pOSition 1t had teken earlier on the unity

b «question. _ L
R '

The National Gommittee of the SVP thereupon adOpted again unani-
mously, a resolution in favor of unity with the Workers Party, This
. complete reversal of the position against unlty adopted 'a short time -
. earlier at its convention, was accomplished without any reference to
! ‘the’ previous position, without any acknowledgment of 1t or any exe
' «planation of the reasons for changing it. The bureaucratic opposition
-to unity vas simply replaced by a bureaucratic support go unitj.

|

4

%. The mis sgivings ‘created in our Party by the SWp's resolution in

| favor of unity were enhanced by the first’ propo«al made’ to us by the’

Pu swp leadership. Our Party had committed 1tself to abide by the deci~

! fsions of the Extraordinary Party Convention on the conditions that

p ;1t‘be permitted to participate in the Convention with full rights and

fthat the unification of the ‘two parties be achieved. The first proe

posal of the SWP to our Party was that we could choose between a o

unification accomplished after the EPC or an immediate unificatlon;

but that 'in the latter case, discussion of the EPC would terminate on

X ;the spote, Since the latter proposal would mean that the united party

. iwould be deprived of the opportunity, the right and the obligation to

‘discuss the vital problems to come up for decision at the EPC, the

‘Workers Party promptly declined the second choice and agreed with the -

first.;

Lo Neanuhile, it became clear thau the SwP 1eaderskip not only didi
not contemplate any serlous and substantial steps toward preparing a
‘sollid feundation for the unity, but thet 1t envisaged only such a -
unity as required the capitulation of the Workers Party. Except for , 3
‘a couple of minor and in no case decisive exceptions, all the propo- ;
‘sals made by our representatives for practical collaboration between 3
‘the leadership and the ranks of the two parties in order to prepare E

, ;& firm ground and a healthy atmosphere for the actual unity, were re-

- _Jected by the SUP represcntatives. The latter acted toward the VWorke 3

7 ‘ers Party not as toward sn independent organization with which it was

" obligated to work out in common and on the basis of equality the means
~of consummating a merger, but as toward an organization which was al
‘ready transforméd into a grouping within the SWP, subordinated to it
_and subject to 1ts discipline., Hence, thelr refusal to viork out a
"united position vith our Party in the election campaigns conducted in:
‘recent months, Hence, their refusal to arrange for jolnt meetings of
the party fractions in the mass organizations, or joint meetings of ~
any kind between the two memberships, Hence, the attack upon one of

~ “our sympathizers as an "{nformer" and a "tool of the State Department,"

t made in the press of the SWP and without consultation with our Party.
‘Hence, the antagonlism disseminated in the SWP against our Party bee- ;
‘cause 1t prefaced the publication of the Joint Statement of the two ;

, ,parties on unity with an cditorial explanation of its own in LAB®R ;

| ACTION, Hence, the circular letter of X to the SWP membership, not

¥ almed at preparingthe latter for comradely and fruitful collaboration

,&-?with the Yorkers Party, prior to the unification armd inside a united

- party, but ailmed at misrepresenting and maligning our Party, at mobe 8
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f'ilizing the SVWP ranks for & factional assmuly’ upon it 1nstoéd of for
- unity with 1t,and abeve &ll at cracting angd. stimulating among the

p. SWP ranks a demand ior the capitulation of the Workers Party as the
condition Por unity. . co ‘ o -

In order to brinp all this dunxicitv and . maneuvering to the surw=
face where 1t could be scotched, the VWorkers Party declared bluntly

;. that 1t had never concelved or agrced to. a unity based upon a capiiue.

© lation or upon the cession of any of its democratic rights within the
. united party. This declaratlon produced a highly desirable result
in that 1t finally elicited from the SWP 1eadership an equally blunt

I -decleration of its position. "In the "unoificial" speeches of the

two leaders of the SWUP, they made 1t crassly clear that practicel
collsboration between the two partles was possible only where the

ﬁi_ﬂor?@rs Party accepted the policy and decisions of the SWP and that

g ool .y between the two parties s possible only 1f the Workers PartV,f.
B capitulated to the QUP. _ : , . . B

‘The open proclamntion of ﬁnis nosit*on, wh1ch 19 hot only unan-.7

1ﬁf'éeptable to the Viorkers Party but vhich it 1s not even interssted in
'~ dlscussing, mecans that the sescond a+temnu to achieve unity between -

‘the two organizations has &lso been smashed, . Once again, -the re-
sponsivility for the failure rests upon t“e fioulders of-the  SWP
leadership, It has rulned for & long time the possibility Of unify-

ing the ranks of the revolutionary movcnﬂ1t and thereby gravely un- i

. dermined the possibility of unity of the movement aoﬂoad.

. So far as the Joint S+a£~medb'of the two partleo on unit?lis cone

_cerned the Workers Party records the fect that the past ections of
the SWP lsadership have reduced the Statement to the significance of
a paper declaration., Now, after the engineering of the Johnsonite
'split from the Workers Party and the proposal of the SWP to admit
‘this faction. into its ranks., it has eliminated even the formal signie’
_flcance of the Joint Statement and rendered 1t totally inoperative
.and meaningless - and worse than meaningless because it has made 1%

‘& hypocritical deception, Our Party has neithor the desire nor the .

~need to encage in formmlistic hypocricles or picsyune show-window
maneuvers by pretending allegiance to a document which has been re-

g duced to a mockery, In view of‘thn actions of the SWP, the Workers

§. Party has no further grounds for being bound by the provisions of the
7. Joint Statement, includiﬂg the DFOVisiOﬂ vhich deals with the accept-

ance of mvmbern cr former nanbers of the Si/P 1nro its renks, .

t %

. The Uorkel° Paﬁtv considers, fur*her, +nﬂt 1t has the taslk of
mqkinﬂ clesr its position on unity, the record on unity, and the re-
sponQibilirv for the fallure of the attempt to achicve it, before
the membership of the SWP, the radfcal working class public in gener~

A al, and the Intermational lMovoment, - v

"Rt thc sanc time, 1% ia clear that Our Party cannot and need not

L devote a dlupPOpOPtiOnauQ amount of its time and energy to this task,

£ The future of the Workers Party is by no means determined ¥y its atti-
£ tude toward the SYWP nor by 1ts relat tions with 1t. To convert the

¢.. Party into an orpaniaation which is primarily concerned with the SWP,
e or into an crganization whose chief clalm to political exlstence is

+ 1ts pro-unity position, would mean %o sterilizc the Party.,

F- and policiles are conf;rmed and susuained in the class struggle, Our
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“Party favored unification with the S?P not because 1t suffers from any , H
‘fetlishistic atti{*ude toward unity in.general, but because a unity .
with the SWP, accomplished on a sound basls, would have made it more - -
easily possible to overcome, by our joint comradely efforts, the o
-atulti fying bureaucratic regime now prevalent in the SWP and the
}radically falgse theories and political line which animate 1t, thus
-makinp the united- revolutionary movement not only a numerically strong
loer but'a politically more effective factor in the working class of
this country. 'Unity for any other purpose could not possibly hsve
‘any importance for our Party. No, although the road of unity has boen
*g0olidly blocked off by the SWP leadership, the road along which we can
propagate our program smong the advanced workers. remains wlde open
and aVailaole to us to the iullest extent oi’our capacities, .

: It 1s neceseary to undersfand that the failure of the uni ty is

Bue only in part to the maneuverings and the ‘buresucratic intolerance

-of the SWP leadership, which feared the presgnce in its ranks of hune
dreds. of trained, able and devoted militants Whose political line

a1 frérs from that of the leadership and threatens itg domination, .

The. SWP leadership has done everything 1t ‘could to extend and to deep-

en the political differences between the two parties, in order thus

%o assure the continued divisd on bLetween them. Instaad of growing
agreement the lines between the two tendencies grow more clear-cut
-and.politlcally irreconcilable., The ‘tendency represented by the SWP

. leadership is that of the right ving of the Fourth International,

’grhis characterization 1is determ*nod not by the purely ceremonial and
‘thewefore inconseq ential “"radical® phrasemonaering to which 1t is
addicted on occasion, but by the fundamental theoretical and politice

@l 1line to which 1t is 1ncreasinnly comnitted, The objective &im

:0f 'this 1ine. is the conversion of the working class and revolutionary — - --
movements into a "left wing" of counterrevolutionary Stalinism (as '
‘the objecti ve atm of social roformism is the conversion of the working
class into the left wing support of hourgeols democracy, democratic
1mpnrialism).‘ On this score, our Party has no more tactical diifer-

‘f sencs with the SUP tendency, but a funiamental and politlcally Uhe
’ bridge&ble di fference, Our Party is more firmly than ever opposed to

any defense of Stallnist Russla and Stalini.t imperiallsm, The SWP
hot only continwes to favor the defense of the Stalinist counterrevolue
tion but even supports the GPU regime in Poland and other occupicd
countries apainst the popular national movement of rcsistance to -
Stalinist imperialism.: Our Party 15 in gencral opposed to support
;0f or glliances with the- reuctlonary Stalinisu partices in the capitale
“ist countries. The SUP favors' support of these totalitarian organiza=-
‘tlons 'as against tne democratic reformist tcnoencics in tho WOrxing
class. L v R R o e T O

»

.~ In the lirht of this dlvision, the recent capitulatior of the

John sonites becomes all the clearer and more reprehensible, It only

“underlines the purely llterary character of its own ultra-radical

" phrasemongering and tb farcical nature of ita theoretical and politic-
al position. :

3 _ If the tnndencv represented by our Party would havo ‘an independe-
e~ “ent political role to play even 1f it werc part of a unlted Party to=-
gether with the SWP tendency, this holds with multiplied force under
conditions when our Porty is organizationally indepondent, The formu-
-la, "Nelther Washington nor Moscow < for the.class indepcndence o = .
.the prolotariat and world socialism}" not only sums of the revolutione
,ﬁrv pooitlon of tho genuinely Harxian movement of our tim¢ but draws
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L the line clecerly batween our Party and the S$¥P tendency and between
T our Party and all brands of petty bourgeols centrism and reformiesn,

. Basing itself upon the position it has repeatedly set forth,
~our Party has tbe duty to intervene actively and firmly in the 11fe
of the Movement as a vhole. Early this vear, the Party committed it-
self to participate with full rights in the dbliberations of the EPC
.and o ablde by its eventual decisions, but only on the condition
that unity would be achieved between the Yorkers Party andi the 3o~
‘elalist Vorkers Party, This condition went and stlll gocs without
saying, for withecut it there would be creszted the absurd situation
in which two independent partles would exist wlth the same program
~end political 1line, In other words, our commitment was only another
+.way of stating what we had stated for two years, namely, that our
“tendency w&s prepared to act as a dlsciplined minority of a united
_party provided 1t was guvaranteed 1ts democretic rights within that.
‘party. In view of the fact thab the SiP leedership, In connivance
‘with the Johnson factlon, hes now eliminated the possibility of unity
our Party, while still committed to presnntinv end fighting for its
“views, including 1ts position on uni%y, before the assemblies of
the EPC, reserves the full rlght to establish 1ts position toward the
decisions adopted at the EPC at a regulsr conventlon of our Party to

be held after the EPC, v S : e

The Vorkers Party holds that the uninterrupted crisis of the
- Moverment -can be resolved in a revoluticnary way only by a fundamental -
» change of the position now dominent in 1t on the kev questions of
the clcss nuturo of the Stalinist state; of the slossn of "uncondl=-
tional defense" of that state; of the support of Stalinist {mperiale
f1sm in the occupled countries or the support of the populsr democratic
. movements of resistance aczalinst Stalinl st imperi allswy; of the posia
tlon taken by the of icial Kovement on the n&ational resistance movee
ments in pﬁnorul of the position taken by the official Hovement
toward the Stalinist and social-democratic parties; of the concep=-
tion now held of the character and the rols of the Fourth Internse
, tlonal, which 1s ssctarian through and through; and finglly of the .
“bureaucratlc conception of democratic centralism advocated hy the’
present lecadership of the Movement , insplred by the SYP leadership,
The mein task of the ‘orkers Party before the EPC, during 1ts ses-
slons and afterwerd, is Lo 1mobllize the wmaximum emount of supnont
for the course which it advocates. Tovard this end, our Party open-
ly secks to establish a bloc of 21l sections of the Movement which
occupy a left-wing position on the main qestions in.dl spute and
- which &im to prevent the reduction.of the Movement to the role of
“"left wing" of Stalinist reaction, 2 rols which means in the long run
the abandonment of the basic positions of socialist internationalism,

This i% the fundamsntal concorn of the vorkers Party 'ith're;nrd
to the EP and all other conslderations are subordinate to 1lte

\ At the same tiwme, the Wor%nrs Party makes clear in advance that

A 1t rejects in toteo the pretensicns of the leadership of the Secretaria-
N at and thosc membors ef the CIC who arc fligned with it, to the role
of a “thirﬁ party" in the msetter of ithe unity nnuotlations between
our Party end the SUP, The ecvents of the past perlod have showed cone
. clus slvely that the Scerctarint leador rship has acted consistently as
. the factionfl agent of the SWP leadorship, not only with r(rard to
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. our Party but alsc with regard to other sectlons of Lhe Hovement.
- has thereby not only falled to ¢lscharge its elerentary obligation to
.- act.in accordance with the functlions that properly belong to such a
. body, but it has forfelted the right to be conslaered a responsible
“and objective authority in the Movement, It has not only pushed
- the disastrcous theoretical and political positions of the SVP leader-
. ship tc an extreme throughout the world, and heavlily compromised the -
' authority and prospects for growth of the lcvement, but 1t has tsken
. responsibility for the indefensible factional excesoes of the SV/P.
lesdershin and ncted as 1ts factional agent in ell sections of the
 Movament, even to the extent -~ when 1t considared it fac tionally
‘necessary - of lgnoring its basic political solidarity with such S€0=
tions, In connection with its political struggle agsinst this :
- leadership, tho Vorkers Party therefore considers it an obllgatlon
~to join with all those vho are actuated by objective and nonefactional
i: .considerations in the effort to restore a healthy democratlc regime
and an objective and suthoritative leadership tc the Movement as a
whole, as an indispensable prereguisite te ending the chaos and dise
integrative tendencles which now affllet it and to “endoring poasible
'1ts lonv-poatponca reorienJation aﬂd provress. i o

) Political Comwi“*ee of the
~.'y: . WoLkers Party

FH#

August 11, 1047,

%Ndﬁﬂ. The Political Committee is uLmitfine the ahove ‘stetemont -
- as & draft for the consideraticn of thP Nationsl Cormittee
meeting to be -held in connsction with the .Actlve Vorkers
Fonfeponce. At the same time, the draft -statement is how
ing made avai Leble to the menboership as a whole so that 1t
may be dlscussed both before and durinn the Actlive Vorkers
Jonferhnce 1tself. , » .
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