MINUTES OF THE FOURTH NATIONAL CONVENTION
~OF THE WORKERS PARTY

May 27 - 31, 1946

; Monday, May 27, 1946, - - -

- The convention was convened at 12:10 P.M., by Max Shachtman,

it National Sgcretary, by an opening address in which hé8 welcomed the

' delegates, alternates and visltors and noted the significance of this,
. our first post-war convention, ,

2 The convention then proceeded to a roll-call for the seating
t of delegates. .

Motion by Shachtman: That all N.C., members and alternates
~ elected as regular delegates and now '
seated who wish to relinquish the Branch
mandate, so advise the Conventlon secre-~
tary in writing, and that the change '
" be made in that way, hereafter giving
them thelr status only as fraternal
delegates. Carried.

The following regularly elected delegates then_relinduished
thelr branch mandates to thelr qlectedralternates:

i Burt - Queens Branch, New York Local '
' Williams - Brooklyn Thurs. Branch, New York Local
Bell - Yorkville Branch, New York Local.

4 Shachtman then recommended that Comrade Sylvester of the
¢  Amerlcan Soclallst Party be seated as a fraternal delegates

Motion: That Comrade Sylvester be scated as a fraternal
delegate. Carrled. ‘

Phlllips of Quecens, New York, then announced that she was

challenging the Harlem, New York dclegation. She challenged the scat-

- iIng of threo majority delegates and roquested that two ma jority dele-
gates and once minority delegate be seated by the convention.

. AGENDA: Comrade Shachtmﬂn then presentod the agenda proposcd by the
% National Committee. (See "A" attached hereto.)

Motion: (Johnson) - To extend the time of the reporters on
' the International question by 15 minutes
each, (Carrled - 25 for, 8 agalnst)

Motion: To procced with the Agenda as a whole and then take
: up any changes. Carried,

Motion: (Graham, N.Y.) - To reopen discussion.on extending
time for reporters on Intecrnational question.
Defeated.

Motion: (Russell, Los Angeles) = To read agenda for one
session at a time and amend as called, rather than
have the delegatés each submit thelr changes as
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they are recognlzed. Carried.

Mbtion: (Johnson) - To extend the time for the reporters on
‘ the resolutlons on the U,.S. by 15 mlnutes each, -
Defeated (14 for, 17 against).

Request was made that the O'ConnorTSccpa résolution on the
US. be suimlitted aq an amendment for vote and that Cl'Cconuor be glven
.10 minutes to renurt theroon, the voiing on sald amendment to take place
. before the vobing ca ihe Amerlcan resoluticn,

Motion: To table request to that point on the agenda. Carried

Motion: (Johnson) - To extend the time for the reporters
on the resolution on the Party by 15 minutes each.
Defeated,

Motion: (Green, New York) - That the Jewish Questlon be
" moved up to point 11 on the Agenda so that 1t follows
Immediately after thc Negro Question, and that all
other points be moved down accordingly., Carried.

Motlion: To accept the unanluous recommendation of the Natlon-

g al Committee that the se3sion on the election of the
National Committee be held in executlvo sosslon,
Carried. ' _

Questlion by Russelllof Los Angoles: How will lnformatlon on
the clectlon of the Natlonal Committee be reported by the delegates?

Motion: To table to that point on the Agenda the qnestion
- ralsed by Russell on how information on the election
shall be reported. Garried. :

Motion: To adopt the Agenda as read and revisod. Carried..
CONVENTION RULES (Sce "B")

. Motion: That the rules be taken up serlatim. Carrieﬂ.'
Rules 1 and 2 wore accepted as proposed,

Rule 3: Amendment (Stiler, Detroit) - A delegatc who has not
been seated by 10: 30 shall not be scated for the
session. Defeated. _ /

Amondment (Parker, New York) - To add "unless an
alternate has not yet been scated in his place."
Carrled,

Rules &6, 6, 7 and 8 werec accepted as proposcd.

Rule 9: Amendmont - To add "and the presiding committee must
open a session of the convcntion as soon as o quorum -
is present." Carried.

Motion: That all delegates reglster with the ‘convon-~
tion secretary on arrival at each session so that the
number of dclegates present can be detormined. Carricd.
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Motion:c To accept.-thei:Convention Rules as amended, Carried,
Recommendatfom by N.is.: That delegates with amendments to
the International Resclutibn:shall be granted five minutes extra to
present thelir points of view.: Carrled.
ELECTIONS OF COMMITTEES: . N
National Committee proposed a presiding committee of 7.

Motlion: To accept proposal. Carrled.

Nominations: Gould, N, ¥, = - Wilson, Detnoit
Hall, Detroit Saunders, San Pedro
- Sanders, Chicago Ferguson, Chicago
Forrest, Phila, Judd, Detrolt
Russell, L.A. O'Connor San Francisco
Bern, N.Y. Draper, Los.Angeles

Holman, Chicago

Holman, Draper, Judd, Ferguson, Russell, Sanders and Hall declined
_the nominatlions,

Nominations were reopened and Hall and Judd were renomlnated.
Question by Bern: Can an alternate (Forrest of Phila.) be

Q;eated as a member of the presiding commlttee, and Lf so, does that

ieat ‘her as a regular delegate at all sesslons?

Motion: (O!'Connor)- That Forrest function as a membor of the
presliding committec regardless of whether she is
or 1s not seated as a delegate., ,

Motion: (Ferguson)= That the conventlon request Johnson to
select another representative to the presiding
coomittee who is a regular delegate. Motion not ac=-
cepted by Johnaon.

Motion: (Bern) = To disqualify Forrest as a membor 63 the -

- presiding committee during those sessions for which
she 1s not seated as a regular dclegate, ‘

Amendment: (Green, N.Y.) - And that on those occaslons the
prosiding committec be composcd of 6 members.

Motion: To table. Carricd.
Presiding committee of 7 members as nominated was accepted.
CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE:

Motion: To accept the National Committco proposal for a
committec of three. Carried,

Nominations: Coolldge Marnln, Phila,

Bern Holman, Chicago
Jensen, Newark Zoupan, Detrolt
Stelmmetz, N.Y. Brown, New York
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Brown, Bern, Holman and Zoupan deollned nomlnqtions. Bern was there-
upon renominated, .

Motion: That the committee stand as a committee of five as
nominated. Carrled,

'REPORT OF PRESIDING COMMITTEE by O'Connory, 0fConnér to be chalrman
of the present session. Recommend thaot after the report of the pre~
siding coomittee we have a one hour recess. Accepted.

Recommendation by National Committee: That Coolidge be
placed in charge of the 8ecretaries of the convention, minutes, pub-
lication of resolutions, etc, Accepted.

RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE:

Motion: To accept the Nationul Committee recommendation for
a commlttee of five. Carrled. : .

Nominations: Fenwick, Phila,. Ferguson, Chlcago

Victor, N.Y. Rayo, N.Y.
Russell, Los Angeles 3+tiler, Detrolt
Marnin, Phlla. Holman, Chicago
Parker, N.Y. Frazer, New York
Barsh, N.Y,

gnnssell, Phrkor, Barsh, Ferguson Stiler, Holman and Frazor declined
4aom1natlons. Barsh was renominated,

Motion: That tho commltteé of 6 stand. Carriecde.

Convention rccessed at 2:10
P.M. for one hour,

N
Convention rcconvened at 3:10 P.M, w;th Ot'Connor as Chairman,

Roll Call,
'INTERNATIONAL RESOLUTION:

, “Resolution on the French Constitutional Referondum" (scec "C")
was read by tho sccretarye.

Report by Erber on the International Resolution submitted .
by the National Committece (see Bulletin - Vol., I - No, 1ll).

. _Minority report by Johnson on the Intornational Resolution
- (seoc Bulletin - Vol. I - No, 11).

Motion: (Presiding Comm.,) - That tho Hall-Wilson amendment
to the International Resolution be read to the con-
vention at this time but that the resolution itsclf
not be votcd on,

Amendmont: (Hall) - That tho amendment be distributed to the
delegates as part of the post-convention discussion
on the question. . ; .
Motion as amendod carried,
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Hall-Wilson amendment was read to the convention. (See "DM)

Amendment: (Green, N.Y.) ‘= To add to the third paragraph

‘ of the majorlty resolutlon, under the sectlon
headed "Nsoesglty to Struggle against Prepara-
tions for World War III," the following sentence
which would follow immediately after the sentence
reading "Speciflc measures, of whatever kind
possible, must be formulated to break through to
the Russian masses" "The struggle of the masses
of Stalln-daminated countries for liberation 1is
the most powerful factor iIn this direction, and
‘the Amerloan workers must undcrstand this,

Discusslon for 90 mintes. Speakers as follows:

For majority resolution For minorlty resolution
Goldman, SWP Minorlity - Phillips, N.Y.
Hall, Detrolt = Harvey, 6etroit
Draper, Los Angeles Stone, New York
Shachtman _ Forrest
Stiler, Detroit Dillon, New York

. Summaries: Johnson, 15 minutes' Erber, 15 minutes.
REPORT OF CREDENTIAIS COMMITTEE:

i 48 regular delegates to the convention, elected by a total of
: 344 votes, as follows:

No. Rege. _ ' No. Votes
Branch . Delegates No. Alternates __Cast
Philadelphia 4 T4 - 29
Buffalo : 1 1l 8
Akron 2 1 12
Queens 3 4 25
Brooklyn Wed. 4 5 .28
Harlem 3 3 20
Detrolt 4 4 29
Chicago 2 3 18
San Pedro 2 0 11
Seattle 1 2 7
Brooklyn Thurs. 3 3 26
. Yorkville 3 3 22
Chelsea 4 3 26
San Franclsco 2 2 18
Nowark 1 1l o
Los Angeles 3 3 18
Louisville 1 2 8
Clcveland 1 1 7
Chicago SWP MlnorityS 2 19
New York ' o 8

Fraternal dclegatos:
Youth 3 = 1 alternate
Reading 1
St. Loulsl -
“American Soclalist Party 1
National Comm, 20 Alternates 7
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Thérg were 555 votes cast, of which 11 were fraternal.
17 lbcalitiés were §epﬁesented at the Convention. '

Motion: To aceept the undlsputed portion of the report.
Carrledy

f Challenges-
Dillon challenge to Ferr&s‘s vote in the Harlem Branch°

'Bern: Veterans were assigned to those branches by the
: Committee where it was felt they would have no

effect on the voting. Ferrls was voted into the
Harlem Branch on that basis on a motion by Comrade
Forrest In the City Committee., On the night of
voting, the total vote was announced as 18 instead-
of the actual vote of 19. On the basls of 18, the
minority would have recelved 1 delegate, and so
no vote was challenged., After the voteée, the total
vote was corrected to 19. On that basls, the
minority lost a delegate. ' ‘ ‘

The challenge 1s made on the basis that Ferris's
vote in thils case actually perverted the intentlons
of the City Commlttee not to upset the voting set-

up. .
Findings of the Credontial Committoo on the Dillon challenge:

. l4 The Harlem Branch had 21 comrades who were regular mcmbors
at thce timo of the convention call and who it was reasonablc to sup-
‘pose might show up and vote on thec night of clections, They also
‘had two additional comrades who were very far behind In dues.

2, On the night of voﬁlng, there were 20 mombers in good stand-
‘ing, not counting Ferris, or a total of 21 counting him,

- 3, Not 18 or 19 but 20 comrades were prescent and oligible to
| vote before tho vote was taken, wlth one written vote on hand.

4, One person, from whom thec minority had previously obtalned
a written vote in their favor, was present at the mecting and changed
his mind, rcglstering himself as not voting, It was this change in
voto that affocted the minorlty representatlon.

5., That 1s why the voto of Ferrls was challenged after the vofe
was éompleted and not before it was known how he would vote.

The motlon 1n the Credentials Committece to dcny the appoal
of Comrade Dillon was carricd with 4 votes for and 1 abstaining.

Motion: To accept the report and rocommendations of tho

Creodentlals Commlttee on this appeal. Carried
(30 for, 7 against)
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Chicago appeal:

Chicago appeals for the seating of a third delegate on the
basis that a comrade on probation at the time of the call, and since
then a regular member of the branch, should be counted as a member 1n
determining representation to the committee.

The Credentials Committee unanimously recommends rejection
of the Chicago request.

Motion: To accept the report and recommendations, Carried.
Brooklyn Wed..

The branch certifled Meade as the mlnorlty alternate. Now
"the minorlty requests that Stone be seated as the ‘alternate instead.

The Credentials Committee recammends acceptance of Stone
as alternate. Carried.

Convention adjournod at 8345 P.M.

3 oa @ ’
Convention reconvencd at 10:00 P.M. with'éould as Chairfman,

‘ REPORTS ON CP-SP-CGT SL OGAN (see Bulletin, Vol. I - No. 8):
"Shachtman for the majority - 30 minutes, Garrett for the minority -
30 minutes, ,

' Convention voted to have 6 speakors for and 6 speakers agalinst
the majority positlion and voted a S minute recess so that each caucus
might choosc its own speakers. ‘

S

The followlng statement was made by Gatese

"1. Several months ago, when reporting to the Political
Committee on the situation in France and China I proposed thoe policy .
of non-support to the Stalinist movement fighting for power in China *
and the slogan of the CP-SP govermment in France. The first dlscus-
.8lon rcvealed that, with tho exception of Johnson, tho ontire PC
agrced with the position I outlined on China, while a division took
place on tho proposed policy for Frence. This early and doubtful divie
gion devcloped into two definite positlons on the quostion of the P~
SP government for France. ,

Y RISt

w2, Following the action of thc January plenum which voted in
favor of the majority position on the slogan, I departed for an ex-
tended stay in Akron without lecaving a detalled statcment of views,
doclaring orally that I would, when the opportunity presented itself,
preparc a statement which would not only outline my positlion on the
questlion but would presont, in responsc to a request from the majority.
a counter-program for the present g ftuation 1in France.

"3, In signing the Garrctt statement, I wrote to tho Political
Committce that had I written the statement I should have changed somo
of the formulatlons and presentod some Independent views as well as a
program to counter the program of the majority.
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: In the course of the intervening weeks, I found 1t im-

- possible to prepare such a counter-program. Under more normal circume-
gtances, in a situatlon less acute than the problem of a governmental
crisis involving the question of state power, such an all=embracing
counter-program would not be necessary, But the present situation re-
quired something more than was given in the Garrett, Fergusan, et al
statement. That statement says, among other things, 'However, the
party!s inability to put forward a governmental slogan in this situa~
‘tlon does not necessarily constitute abstentlonism. It merely means
that the situation does not warrant this particular slogan, that there
‘48 no other governmental slogan adequate to the situation and that our
.demands must be framed around other issues,! This reply ls totally

- 4nsufficlent in face of the situation which exists in France, And it
was around this question that I found myself in a dilemma,

. "5, Upnder the circumstances, since I cannot support the posi-
tion of the majority which I regard as wrong and dangerous, I find i%
necessary to abstain from votlng on this question. If thls were an
ordinary question my inability to develop a counter-slogan would be of
no great importance. In the present case, however, it 1s of great im-
‘portance., It is not enough, in my opinlon, to say, our gencral program
and our transitional program are sufficlent. I therefore withdraw my
name from the minority statement and abstain from voting."

i The following participated in the discusslon:
e | For the slogan: - , Against the slogan:
i Allon, N. Y. Howo, N.Y,

K Gannick, N,Y, ' . Ryssell, Los Angeles
4 | Gould, N. Y. | Forguson, Chicago

. Erber, N.Y. - Jensen, Newark

2 Hall, Detroit . : Sanders, Chicago

£ . Goldman, Chicago Draper, Los Angeles.

‘Statemont by the minority faction:

: "The uhdehslghed Johns on Minority delegates wish to make the R
following statement regarding thelr vote on the CP-SP-CGT slogani

"We support the slogan, but for the rcasons stated iIn the
Johnson Minority resolution on the International Question, we rejecct
the motivation given for the slogan in the N.C. Majority statement,
but aro voting for thls statemont becauso wo wish to sce the Garrett
tendency in the party defeated, and give the party a chanco to put fore
ward thce slogan. ' _ : '

b o ' (signed) Froddle Forest
Y - " Ruth Phillips
MR n ' Ria Stono
i ' Irving Marnin

v Martin Harvey
Joncs. n

Summaries: Garrett - 15 minutcs, Shachtman - 15 minutos.
Motion: For a roll call voto on tho CP=SP-CGT slogan, Carried.
Tho Garrott amondmont on the CP-SP-CGT slogan was dofeated.

(26 against, 17 for, 3 abataining. Consultative voto = 15 agalnst,
7 for, 2 abstaining.) - . ‘ 708
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Motion: To have a vote on the question of the supplementary
resolution on the French Referendum. Carried.

1 The supplementary reéolution on the French Referendum was ac-
cepted. (Green, N.Y., abstalning) o : .

)

]

; ' Motion: Refer Green amendment to the N.C. Resolution on the

' "t International Question to the incoming Natlonal
Committee. Carried, :

) Garrett and Draper reserved the right to submit a statement
‘on that portion of the N.C. International Resolution dealing.W1th

Russia. :

The International Resolution of the Natlonal Committee Majori-
¢ty was accepted. (37 for, 7-1/2 against. Hillyer of Chicago againath
both resolutions; Goldman of Chicago and Connolly of New York abstain-

%pg.)

-

Ad journment.
) ‘ ' -% * %

«jﬁesdayg, May 28, 1946. | ‘ |
Convention cénvened at 12:45 P.M, with Judd as Chalrman.

Roll Call.

r the minority to

Johnson: Re.ueét a 1/2 hour adjourmment fo
q / J the Unlted States

ii gonsider "Declaration of the Natlional Cormittee on
1 Resolution", : \ _ :

‘. Johnson request was granted and convention recessed,
Convention reconvened at 1:25 P.M; | S e

Motlon: (O!'Connor) - ohly thése delegates for whom no altegf
' nate was Seated at the previous roll-call be seate
‘at this time, Carried (10 for, 4 against) .

Motlon: (Steinmetz, N.Y.) - The convention instruct the
incoming N.C. to institute a post-convention discus=
‘slon on the CP~SP-CGT question, ‘

Motion: (Allen) = To refer to the presiding committee for
- recammendation to the convention, :

Motion: (Goldman) - To refer to the incoming National Committee
- "Carried (20 for, 11 agalnst).

Jommson: Want permission to make political statement on
ty Decclara=

flpart'of the Minority Caucus on the question of the Majori
E tion on the U. S. Resolution,

Chalrman's suggestion that tho statement be made after pre<
t gentation of the reports was accepted by Johnson, :

“Motion: First the N.C. Declardtibn be road to the conventg.?ono9
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and then Johnson read his statement. Carried.

"Declaration of the National Committee on the U,S. Resolution"
(See "E") was read in part by Wilson.

Johnson proceeded to read his staﬁement which the Chairman
ruled was a discussion cf the Majority statement rather than a state—

ment of the Minority.

Motion: Johnson be given additional time in hls presentation
.- to present his views on the statement and that the majority speaker
be glven the same extensi on., Carried,

RESOLUTION ON THE UNITED STATES:

, Gates reported for the Vationol Committee - 40 minutes (See
Bulletin, Vol. I - No. 5 and "E" attached to minutes).

Johnson reported for the Minority (see Bulletin, Vol. I - No.
5) = 40 minutes,

: Ot!Connor announced withdrawal of his amendment on the resolu-
tion on the United States (see Bulletin, Vol. I - No. 13) and noted
that he would comment on the declaration of the Natlonal Committee in
‘the course of discussion.

\
i

Discussion.

.O'Connor (San Francisco), for his position.

Hillyer (Chicago SWP Minority), for the SWP Minority
Enwright (Los Angeles), for the Majority. _
Allen (New York, for the Minority.

Draper (Los Angeles), for the Ma jority.

Robertson (San Francisco), for the Minority.

Murrain (Buffalo), for the Majority. .

Brown (New York), for the Minority.

Convention adjourned at 4:45 P.M.
% % %
Convention reconvened at 6 P,M, with Saunders as Chairman.

Roll Calle.

Discussion continued:

Bern (New York), for the MaJOrity.

3 Norman (New York), for the Minorltiy.
B Simons (San Pedro), for the Hajority.
v Harvey (Detroit), for the Minority.

b Holman (Chicago), for the Majority.

Forrest (New York), for the Minority.

.Prcsiding Committee announced ‘change in time for summarics
b since Draper and O!'Comnor amendments were withdrawn. Summariles
g  changed to 20 minutes cach,

Johnson summarized for the Minority, Gatecs summorized for
g Mojority of tho National Committeec. 710
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Statement of the Natlonal Committee re: the charges contanlned
in the article of Comrade Jones on the Buffalo Branch:

1, On recommendation of the Political Committee, the Plenum de=-
clded to recommend to the convention that a committee be established
to investigate certain charges made against the Buffalo Branch by

- Comrade Tim Jones.

2+ The article in which the charges are made 1s contained in

Bulletin, Vol. I - Fo. 13.

3« A reply tn Comrude Jones, by Comrade Barnes of the Buffalo

"~ Branch, is contained ia Bulletin, Vol. I - No, l4.

-4, 1t is recormencded that the investigating committee consist

of 0'Connor (Convencr), Scnders (Chicagd, and Ferguson,(Chicago).

5., It is recommendsd that the powers of the committee be re-
stricted to Investigcating the charges made by Comrade Jones and re-

? porting its findings of faet to the convention, the findings of the
" Commlttee to be submitted to the convention in writing.,

6¢ It 1s recommendsd that the Investigating Commlttee request

2. all comrades who may have Information which may facllitate the investi~
' gation, to appear before lt. !

Motion: (Allen) - Tphat the charées be referred to the incom~
Ing National Committee to Investigate and report 1ts
findings to the party through the regular channels,

Defeated.

Motion: To accept the recommendations of the Nationd Committee,
Carried,

SUB-REFORT ON THE ILABOR PARTY.

Gates reportcd on behalf of thc National Committee majority;
Drpaer reported for the resolution, submittcd by Draper and Russell
(sec Bulletin, Vol. I -~ No. 12),

Amendment (subject to editorial revision) to Resolution
on the United States of the Natlional Committee: (0'Connor) Precede

“point 33 with the following:

"PThe Workers Party'!s advocacy of a labor party is firmly
associated with the Transitional Program and oxtra parliament-
ary organlzations of working class struggle associlated with
1t. We do not advocate a labor party in the abstract, or in
such a way as will promote reformist notions In the direction
of the British or Australian labor partics."

piscussion:

Coolidgec, for the Majority.
indlay (N.Y.), for the Minority.
Allcn, for the Majority.
Simons (San Pedro), for the Minority.
Erber (N.Y.), for the Majoikity.
Russell.éégs Angolcs), fnr tho Minority. R AN
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Summaries: Draper, 10 minutes; Gates, 10 minutes.

Vote: The Draper-Russell Resolution on the Labor Party
(amendnent to the National Committee Rgsolution on the United States)
was not carried. (7 for, 36 against; consultative vote - 2 for,

17 against)

Se————

Statement by O'Connor: In the section of the National Com-
mitiee resolution on the United States which deals with the nature of
Stalinism, I feel there 1s a statement which will ldad to misinter-
pretation - that 1s, the last sentence of paragraph 3 on page 7.

I feel that the formulation excludes the possibility of proposing
united fronts to the CP leadership under certain circumstances and
therefore present the following:

"Bearing in mind this nature of the CP, we nevertheless -~
cannot exclude under certain clrcumstances addressing to
thelr leadership appeals for united front action. The
whole hlstory of the working class movement teaches that
under certaln circumstances the only way in whlch the
proletarlan followers of a refommist party can be broken
from their leadership is the persistent agltation for the
unlted front. Even though in thls cose we are not dealing
with a traditional reformist party, we are dealling with a
party, the greatcr part of the membership of which belleves
& it 1s a soclialist party. Thercfore 1t would be falsc for

N us to exclude in advance appecals to thelr leadership for
- joint action in the class struggle and confine ourselves

to indlvidual recruitment or the united front from below,"

‘;' Motion: That the O'Connor statement be referred to the edi-
4 torial committec which will go over the entirc reso-
lution so that any such ambigulty may be ellminated.
Carrled. ' -

_ Vote: Minority Resolution on the United States
7-1/2 for - 36~1/2 against
Consultative vote = 2 for - 18 agalnst.

N.C. Resolution on the Unlted States

36=1/2 for = 7-1/2 against
Consultative vote - 17 for - 2 agalnst.

Adjourmment,

S ¥ 3%

Wedneéday, May 29, 1946,

Convention recconvencd at 10:45 A.M. with Wilaonas Chairman,

Presiding Committce: The convention originally dropped the
Berg report on the Negro Question from the agenda. Berg has now re-
quested that his report be placed back on the agenda. The Presiding
Committee rccommends that Berg be granted 10 minutes for presentation
and 10 minutes for summary,

Shachtman is 11l and unable to attend
i today'!s session. It is thereforc necessary to postponec the discussion
* under the Resolution on the Party. It Ls recommended that session
i begin with a report by Erbor on Educatlone ‘ A =
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Motion: To approve the changes recommended by the Presiding
Committee. Carried.

REPORT BY ERBER.ON EDUCATION (See "F" attached to minutes).

Motion: (Draper)- That the Politlcal Committee establish
a monthly political discussion bulletin in which
3 members are invited to discuss the politlcal and
L theoretical questions before the movement which re~
h- quire further elaboration, clarification or contro-~
versial discussion. The Conventlion reminds the
National Committee that a similar motion was adopted
by the last convention but never carried out, and
. insists that it be accomplished. This bulletin is,
of course, to be considered as supplementary to the
discussion material in the NEW INTERNATIONAL, whose
space 13 limited. The National Education Committee
1s instructed to regard such a bulletin as a regular
- monthly publication, not merely as something To %
issuved when the pressure of accumnlated.material be=
-comes great enough.

Amendment to Draper motion: (Russell) - To include not only
political but also organlzational dlscussion articles.

Russell amendment was accepted by Draper.

b Statement by Erber that he is in agreement with Draper's mo=-
Etivation but dlsagrees with the formulation that "the convention
pinsists." The Educational Department should not take under its direc-
ftion the direction of political discussion. Want to reserve for the
ducational Department the education of the party to the party posi-
ion on varlous questions. v

Draper: Willing to accopt qualifleatlons made by Erber.
Vote: Drapervmotion, as emended, carrled wlith 3 opposed.
Discussion on Education Report: = Johnson (N.Y,), Jonsen

Newark), Forrest (N.Y.), Sanders (Chicago), Marnin (Phila,), Wilson
Detrofit), Robertson (San Francisco), Enwright (Los Angeles,

Summary by Erber for 15 minutes,

Motion: To accept the report along with the recommendations
contained thereln, Carricd,

Adjournment
PR
Convention reconvened with Forrcst as Chairman,
2 Announcement: That the agenda would be revised so that the
¢ next point would be a port on Organization by Coolidge, followed by

i a report on tho Press and adjournmont.

Roll Call.
Ti3
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" REPORT ON ORGANIZATION BY COOLIDGE (See "G") - for 30 minutes.

~14

Amendments to the Report on Organigation:
Amendment by Stiler:

"Because the history of our movement has been one of in-
tense polltical struggle, from its very inception, almost all the
~energ1es of the comrades has been devoted to the development and
propaganda of highly theoretical questions to the almost complete ex~-
clusion of questions of organization and administration.

~ "In addition, during the war, for totally necessary and
icorrect reasons, we were forced to act organlzationally as though we
were semi-legal. As a result of which we developed certain organiza-
tional habits from which we must break.

"As a result of these two factors there exists an attitude
on the part of many comrades that the organlzation 1s merely a form
for carrying on political activity. There 1s not a fu appreclation
that the organization is a form of political activity itself,.

"This attitude finds its symptomatlc exprossion in the
followling organlzational delinquencies which it is nocessary to bring
to the attentlon of the entire party:

"], The attitude that questions of theory, politlcs,
strategy and tactics are everything and that if these are corrcct, the
organization will of 1tself become attractive to workers., For thils
reason, the primary task of the Organization Department in the coming
poriod will be to Imbue the entirc party with an '"ORGANIZATION
CONSCIOUSNESS!, to develop in every comrade a spirlt of pride in our
organization and the consclousness that the organlization is a form of
political activity., Workers can be attracted to our organization by
the Impression 1t makes onthem as a serious, efficient, alert, fight-.
dng task force, as well as by political argument. The organlzation
and the manner it puts into practlce our thecories can serve as a re-
crulter of members and an integrator of new comradecs. It is incumbent
on every branch organizer to ald the Organlzation Department by con-
atantly developling a spirit of pride and a consclousness that our ore
ganizatlion is the tool with which we work our political ideas 1Into
working class consclousness. It must be well kept and at a high
level of cfficiency,

"2. Anarchistlic Methods of Administration. Hardly a
comrade or branch is unawarc of the sloppy administrative and anar-
chistic hablts of the entlre party apparatus. In corrcspondence, in
finances, in coordinating the work of branches wlth our press, in
literature, in almost every phasc of organizational activlity there 1is
no unified national systcm. For this rcason we propose that the
Organization Department be mandated by the convention to sct up an
administrative committee which will include a member fram the Natlonal

- . Bducation Committee and the National Tpade Union Cormittec, to sct

up a unifled national system for the followlng administrativo activi-
tles:

"(1) A unified natlonal bookkceping system.

(a) The entirc system to be set up at the National -
T4
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g 0fflce and the books together with an explanation on how they are to
be kept to be sent to every branch secretary at cost.

i (b) The Organization Department to make provisions for
. perliodic Inspection of books by branches.

e (¢c) Tnere should be a standard rule in the party that
> all exchanges of money or branch property must be properly receipted.

"(2) A unified national 'correspondence follow-up system?!.
"(3) A unified national 'literature accounting! system,

"3, Poor integratlion of trade union and branch work.
Very often comrades in the trade unlion are prone to function as an ex-
clusive circle without making an effort to give the non-trade union
comrades the benefit of thelr experiences in the union movement, The
trade union work of the branch sometimes takes place in one sphere andil
~the branch or what is generally called !party! work takes place in
another sphere. It should be the aim of every organizer and education
director to organize the activity and education of the branch so that
all branch practical activity revolves around the work of the comradcs
in the shops. This can best bec done by the organization form of fac-
_ tory cells. The cmvention rccammends that wherever possible branches
- organlzc themsclves on a factory.cell basls. Where insufficient com=
rades arc In industry or where for particular local rcecasons such or-
‘ganlzatlion is impractical, that branches convert to the factory cell
typc as soon as practical.

"4. The appearance of headquarters. From the National

Officc down, with a few exceptions, the hecadquarters arc dirty, dreary,
unattractive places, which show a shameful lack of prilde Iin thc organi-
- zatlonal face the party puts forward before the workers, Party head=

quartcers can be made attractlve, lively, interesting places where work-
ers get a fceling of efficlency, revolutionary strength and comradeship,
Both cducational and organizational departments must contribute sug-
gestions and material for making the headquartors what 1t can and

‘should be,"

Amcondment by Green: 1l, To add to paragraph 2, under "Concrcte
Tasks" the scntenco: "The party will al-
so direct the comrades rcturncd from the

armed forces, into proper vecterans organi-

zatlons," :

2. Change point 6 to make probationary
period for all applicants tho same, whe=
ther industrial workcrs or not, thc para-
graph to read: "For onc yecar following

the convention, the branchcs are instructed
to maintaln a probationary pcriod of thrce
months for all who apply for party mcmber-
ship."

Amcndment by Paxon: Add to Point 3: "And that thec branch or=-
ganlzer should be a factory workor oxcept
in thosc branchcs which havc a full time
party organizcr available." _

7\5
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Amendment by Detrolt Branch (presented by Grey): Motion
passed at the executive committee of the Detroit
Branch, May 11, 1946, on the sub drive: "We have
found 1n our experlence that subscriptions ob-~
talned from house to house canvassing do not bdbring
returns for the party that would justify an em-
phasis of this type of sub-getting at the expense
of other branch ectivities. We recormend that
in the future branch quotas be set to provide for
an emphasis on getting subs where the party 1is
active - in u.nionsﬁ shops, mass organizations
(Negro, veterans), ' :

Amendment by Ferguson: To amend that section dealing with the
compos ltion of the exocutlve committees to read,
"shall strive to elect not less than 60%....'

To deleté all of sectlon 6, and to
‘have the probationary period stand at "2 months
for al‘ new members,

Anendment by Waller: To add to the section dealing with the
' Youth:: "In thoso cities where Party branches
oxist, but where there are no youth unlts, the
brancn asslgn one member to youth work, i.0., to
invesnigate the posslbilitles of settlng up a
youth unlt, ' , e

Tho inccming N.C. be instructed by the
convention to consider Baltimore as one of the
points of concontration since a youth group but
no party branch exists thore,

Amendment by Los Angeles Branch: "That, in addltlon to tho
four booklots listed for 1mmodiato publicatlon,
we add a booklet dealing in popular form with
our views on Stallnist Russia and the role of
the Camunist partles,"

§

Discussion on the Organization Report: ©Phillips (N.Y.),
O'Gonnor (San Francisco), Slater (Chicago), Ferguson (Chicago), E, -
% ason (N.Y,), Bern (N.Y,), Groy (votrolt), Stiler (Detroit), Jenscn
{Nowark) , Donaldson (Seattle), Lucy (San Pedro), McBride (Phila,), -
Russell (Los: Angeles) , Griffin (Los Angeles), Garrott (N.Y.), Wilson
X (Detrolt). , \

Sunmary by Coolldge for 15 minutes.

Motion: To refor the first amondment of Waller to tho
point on the agonda dealing with Youth, Carrled.

Motion: To rcfor to the incoming N.C. the Waller amendment:
regarding Baltimore, ,Carrlcd.

L]

Motion: To adopt the Ferguson amendment on the composition
of executivo committoos. Dofeated (24 ngalnst, 5 for)

Motion:. To adopt the Forguson amondmont to dolotec scction 6.
Dofeatod (19 for, 21 against). - 76
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E Motion: To adopt the Green amendment for a three month

2 probation period. Defeated (20-1/2 for, 21 against).
H
i

By Motlion: To adopt the Paxon amendment on branch organizers.
g , Defeated.

Motion: To adopt the Detrolt motion on sub drives. Defeated
(9 for, 12 against, 12 abstentions)

Motion: To adopt the Los Angeles proposal for a booklet on
Stalinist Russia, Carried. (29 for, O against)

Motion: To refer the Stilef amendments to the incoming N.Ce
Carried. (25 for, 2 against)

Motion: To refer to the incoming N.C. for further considera-
' tion the question of 15,000 subs by the end of the
year, Carried (25 for, O against)

Motion: To table to thc report on Veterans Work the Green
amendmente Carricd.

i

The Detroit motion on the dues system (sec Bullctin, Vol. I -
No. 13) having been accepted by the Plenum, was presented to the con-
vention. The motion was carricd.,ln the convention (26 for, 8 against).

Motion: To accept the proposals listed under "Concrete
Tasks for the Coming Period" in the Resolution on
the Party (seec Bulletin, Vol. I - Nos 7), with the
exclusion of point 1. Carried. (31 for, O against)

Motion: To accept the Report on Organization, Carried~

Motion: To refer to the incoming N.C. for adjustment the
contradictlion between the Detroit motion on dues and
the motion for a 2 and 4 month probationary period.
Carried.

+ 4 . Adjournment for 1 hour,

4 Conventlon was reconVenod 5y”0'Connor as Cha1Rman‘

f  REPORT ON THE PRESS by Garrett.

gs’ Discussion: Clancy (Louisville), Harvey (Detroit), Simons
'  (San Pcdro), Robertson (San Francisco), Gannick (New York% Stone

(N.Y.), McDermott (ClOVOland} Donaldson (Scattle), Bach (Dctrolt),
Howe (N.Y.), MeBride (Phila.

Motion: (Clancy) ~ That the Press take under consideration
a rcduction in sizc to 4 pages, minus thc magazinc
scction, for distributlon, and rotain the 8~-pager
for mailing lists. Defeated,

Motion: To accept the report. Carriod,

Ad journment.

% % % ' ‘7.-7




. | -18

Thursday, May 30, 1946,

Convention convened at 10:50 A.M.
Roll Call. _
. Report of Presiding Committee: To change the agende to read:

l. Report of Buffalo Investigating Committee.
2, Veterans report.

3« Recess.

4, Trade Unlon Report.

5. Recess.

6. Resolution on the Party.

Motion: To approve report. Carried,

. Proposal by the Chairman that in’view of the fact that Jones
of Buffalo is not yet present, Veterans Report be given first,
“Carried.

VETERANS REPORT by Gould (1/2 hour) (see Bulletin, Vo1. I - No,. 15).

) Discussion° Holman (Ghicagd, Murrain (Buffalo), Barton (N.Y.),
Parker (N.Y.), Juydd (Detroit), ‘Marnin (Phila ), Simons (L.A.),
Aw1lson (Detroit).

Amendment: (Holman) - Delete from the section on "Jobs for
Veterans", polnt V on retroactive seniority at
the bottom of page 19 to middle of page 21 and
insert the following:

"Retroactive senlority (Model Clause of'UAW) only
serves to create a dlvision in the shops between
veteran and non-veteran workerse.

"By affording veterans who never worked in a shop
previous to thelr entrance in the armed forces
senlorlity for thelr full length of such service,
the model clause singles out those workers in the
mass production plants today who had been hired
in the past two, three or four years,

"Application of such a seniority principle mili-
tates agalnst the Negro and women workers in par-
ticular. The purpose of the bosses, in many cases,

* 18 to ellminate Negro and women workers from the
plants. This policy finds recceptive support among
the most backward sections of the workers in the
plants. :

"While it is true that the small sectlon of veter-
‘ans who never worked prior to thelr entry into

the armed forces constitute a reactionary potential
for the American bourgeoisie, cumulative seniority
gerves in no way to facilitate their entry into

the plants and thelr consequent assimilation by the
trade unlon movemont. On the contrary, today it

7.8



-19

s veterans who generally recelve first hir-
ing cholce.

"The task of the.unions is to see to it that
veterans, newly hired, get the same benefits
and enjoy the same privileges that have been
won by the unlions for all workers in the shop,
such as vacation pay, top pay rates, right

to advance to better paying jobs, etc,

"Mihile the danger of mass lay-offs in the next
Immediate period is not formldable, and there-
fore cunulative seniority will not immedlate-

ly affect the veterans, yet the promulgation

of the model clause today makes the Negro and

e women workers, especlally the former who are

< understandably sensitive to this question,

. ‘ feel correctly that they are belng discrlmlnatea
againste

T R T i e

"The evidence of the past year shows clearly
N that non-veteran workers in the shops will
flght for veterans rights in the shop.

"The model clause serves the labor bureaucrats
as a substitute for a real fight for veterans
rights,.

"Phoreofore 1t 1s nccessary to oppose the in-
clusion of cumulative seniority clauses in
contracts,"

Summary by Gould for 15 minutes., ,
Motion: (Drake, N.Y.) = To refer report to the lncoming Na-

tional Committcc with the proviso that it be onc of
the first polnts 1t takes upe.

ﬁi' Motion: (Fenwick, Phila,) - That voting on thc report be de-
v ferred to the cnd of the conventlon to glve delegates
time to read it, Carried (17 for, 13 against).

REPORT OF THE INVESTIGATING CQMM ITTEE ON THE BUFFALO
SITUATION by Sanders:

"on the basis of the testimony heard by the investigating
g, committoe, the committece finds that the document written in the
£, May 8th Bulletin by Comradc Jones reprcsents charges agalnst the
E leadership of the Buffalo Branch. We consider his article as con-
B stituting charges in splte of the fact that Comradc Jones denies
this, Inasmuch as ho presented concrete and specific cvidence at-
tempting to prove his statements,

"The Committco finds, on the basis of the evidence submitted,
that Comrade Jones! charge of race precjudice in the Buffalo Branch
1s unsubstantiated,

"The Committec recommends that immediately following the con-
vention, the N.C. dlscuss the Buffalo situation thoroughly and scnd

719
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one of 1ts members to Buffalo to attempt to eliminate the friction
which exists and thus enable the Branch to function as a vital part
of the W,P.,"

Discussion: OSCar Jones (Ppila.), Jones (Buffalo), O!'Connor
(S8an Francisco), Allen (New York), Coolidge (N.Y.),

Motion: (Gould) = To grant the floor to Goldman for a state-
" ment. Carried,

At this point Comrade Goldman (Chicago SWP Minority) took the
floor on a point of speclal privilege since he was about to leave
rhe convention to return to Chicago. He greeted the convention in
the name of the comrades who, with him, had just left the SWP to

. join the W, and halled the convention as proof of the correctness
g ofﬁﬁhzhdc%%sion of the comrades of the SWP Minority in affiliating

wi (a3 ° .

(
Ameondment ¢ (Ferris, N.Y,) - To strike out that part of the
report of tho Investigating Committee on the
Buffalo situation referring to thelr deccision
on the charges, and that that part of the report
referring the matter to the N.C. be retainod,
Defeated. (14 for, 20 agalnst, 3 abstaining)

Motion: To accept the report of the Invcstigating Committee.
Carried. (32 for, 1 against, 4 abstaining)

(Pindlay (N.Y.) recorded himself as abstaining because he
did not feel that the matter had any point on the agenda of
~the convention,)

Ad jourment
Convention foﬂonvenod at 3:50 P.M,
Roll Call. A

TRADE UNION REPORT by Coolidgc (sce Bulletin, Vol, I - No. 16) for
30 minutes, .

- Motion: To grant a 15 minuto oxtension of time, Carrled,

Discussion: Berg (Newark), Robertson (San Francisco), McBride

(Chicago SWP Minority), O!Connor (San Franclsco), Holman (Chicagof,
. Drake (N.Y.), Murrain (Buffalo), Martin. (N.Y.), Zoupan (Detroit),
i - Wilson (Detroit), Jones (Buffalo), Marnin (Phila,), Jones (Phila.)

Amcondment: (Miller, N.Y.) -On page 15 of the ReRort, paragragpk:
3, under "Pcrspectives', strike out "Party must
demand..." to ond of paragraph.

Amendmont: gBorg, owark) = To insert in the soctlon on
Perspectives" the scentonce: The Party designates

720

(Phila,.), Victor (N.Y.), Miller (N.Y.), Saunders (San Pedro), Hillycr
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the UAW as 1lts primary national concentration in
-the trade union field. _

Amendment: (Holman, Chicago) ~ To amend paragraph 3 page 15
under "Perspectives" to read: "The Party must
demand that every member must LEARF to place him-
self at the disposal of the Party.

Amendment: (Miller, Detrolt) % The Party shall 1nvestlgate
' the posslblllties of placing three or four quall-
fled party members as organizers into Operation
Dixie, and where feasible, this shall be done,

1 Amendment: (Erber, N.Y.) - To amend the last paragraph on
. . page 15 to read: "For the industrial worker,
5. membership In our Party is a right, for the non~-
e : . worker it 1s a privilege to be earned and main-
- - talned by his extraordinary efforts and actlivities
in Party work,' :

Summary by Codldge for 20 minutes,
; : )
| Voting: Miller (N.Y.) amendment. Defeated (2 for).

. Holman amendment. Carried (21 for, 10 against).

Motion: . (Gould) To have a roll call vote on the
Holman amendment. Defeated.

Berg amendment: Motion to refer to the incoming N.C.
Carried, : .

Miller (Detroit) amendment: Motlon to refer to the
incoming N.C, Carried.

Erber amendment accepted by 00011dge as per previous
discussion in P.C, and therefore incorporated as part
of report,

Motion: (Miller, N.Y.) - To strike the Erber amendment from
the resolution. Defeated (18 for, 28 against).

Motion: (Hillyer, Chicago) # To refer to the incoming N.C.
the first paragraph on page 14, to determino whethor
that paragraph is in conflict with the Resolutions
on the Unlited States and Internatlonal Question,
Carried,

Forrest (N.Y.) presented the following statement for the
Johnson Minority: _

"Except insofar as tho resolution conflicts with the political
positions of the Minorlty as expresscd in its resolutlons
before the Conventlion, tho delegates of the Minority support
the trade union resolution, (signed) F. Forrost, T. Brown, ]
Norman, Hayden, I. Marnin," i

Motion: To accept the report as amendod. Carried (2 abstainin

Ad jourmmont | A 72t
: * % % '
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Convention reconvened at 7:30 with Gould as Chairﬁan.
Roll Call,

Motion: That Marco and Leonard be given an opportunlty to
present their resolution (see Bulletin,. Vol. I - No.
10) to the oonvention. Defeated. ,

RESOLUTION ON THE PARTY.

Report by Shachtman on Resolution of the National Committee
(see Bulletin, Vol. I - No. 7 and Vol. I - No. 9) for 30 minutes.

- Report by Johnson on Minority resolution (see Bulletin, Vol. I-
No. 9) for 30 minutes.

Report by Erber on amendments to resolution of the Natlonal ‘
Committee (see Bulletin, Vol. I - No. 9) for 15 minutes.

Request that Garrett-Draper statement on the International
question be read at this time,

.1 Motlon: To table to first point on Friday!s agenda,

Amendment: To table until after the. discusslon on the Party.
Carried. .

Griffin granted floor for 10 mlnutes to present her amendments
- to the Minority resolutlon.

"1, Document in Bulletin, Vol. I - No, 13, by Ogden, etc.
serve as Introduction to Johnson resolution,

"2. Page 19, Bulletin, Vol, I - No., 9 - Delete seoction III
on that Page.

"3. Page 22, Bulletin, Vol. I - No. 9 - Delate Section V
on that page after the first two paragraphs, that is,
delete that page beginning wlth, 1The W.P., while recog-
nizing the ee¢se!

"4, Page 23, Bulletin, Vol, I - No. 9 - Delete lsst paragraph
of Section V reading, 'Finally, the W.P. denounces the
Invitations in any form, in public or in private, to any
minority to leave the party

Motion: To extend the time for discussion on question of
the party to 120 minutes.,

Motion: (Parker, N.Y.,) - That the presiding committee propor-~
tion the time for discussion for the varlous tenden:ies
and that following thgt, each tendency get together
to choose its own speakers. Carried.

Motion: That discussion be limited to 7 minutes per speaker,
Carried. , T2
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. Discuasion: (Not in order of appearance) Williams (N.Y.)
. for Majority, Allen (N.Y.)for Minority, Berg (Newark) for Erber

. amendments, Robertson (San Franclisco) for Griffin amendments,
Wilson (Detrolt) for Majority, Phillips (N.Y.) for Minority, Russell
(L.A.) for Erber amendments, Grey (Detroit) for Majority, Norman
(N.Y.) for Minority, Drake (N.Y.) for Erber smendment, B. Grey (N.Y.)
;- for own position, Fenwick (Phila.) for Majority, Brown (N.Y.) for
k. Minority, Leeds (Chicago SWP Minority) for Erber amendment, Howe
f. (N.Y.) for Majority, Gorman (N.Y.) for Minority, Elliot (N.Y,) for
. Erber amendment, Garrett (N.Y.) for Majority, Forrest (N.Y.) for
- Minority, Bennett (Chicago SWP Minority) for Erber amendment.

ot

Report by Chairman that i1f the discussion continued as out-
lined, the session would continue until 3:30 A.M, It was therefore
suggested that the two alternatives were to adjourn at 1 A.M. and
- continue the discussion, sumaries and voting in the morning or to

continue the discussion through to the summaries and voting and re-
convene tomorrow at noon, \ ‘

, .
Motion: (Murrain, Buffalo) - To adjourn at 1 A.M. and re-
convene at 10 A.M. ' .

‘Motion: (Johnsoﬁ) -’To continue until this point on the
' agenda has been completed, Carried (19 for, 15
against) . .

Motion: (Grey) - To reconsider the motion for ad jourrmment
Defeated,

Motion: To adjourn. Defeated (19 for, 19 agailnst)

Motion: For a recount on the previous motion to adjourn.
Defeated (18 for, 22 against).

Summaries: Erber, 15 minutes; Johnson, 20 minutes;
Shachtman, 30 minutes,

Motion: That the convention adjourn to the Natlonal Office
for the vote. Carried,

Motion: To adjourn. Defoatéd.

Convention recessed so that delegates could go to Natlonal
-0fflce for vote.

, Convention reconvened at National Office, Roll Call was taken
to ascertalin whether all seated delegates were prescont,

Motion: (Erber) To separate the vote on the Erber amendments
8o that the voting takes place on the basls of the
amendment for the small edition of the mass party
and then for the amendment on the cadre. Carried.

Statement by the Johnson Minority:

3
-
:

"rhe dolegates of the Minority

k- 1. Support thc Erber amendment on the cadre with the state-
- ment that they do so without accepting his motlvations
. and in ordor to defeat the more dangorous concept sz.
Shachtman, 7 3
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Accept the goneral line of the Ogden~Griffin amendment

on bullding the party to the minority resolution on the
Party.
-
Accept the Ogden-Griffin Amendment .to the minority
resolution on the Party, calling for the deletion of the
section criticizing the cqonduct of the SWP Minority.

Re je€t the Ogden-Griffin amendment calling upon the
Minority to delete the quotation from Trotsky on the
1940 split.

Reject the Ogden~Griffin amendment calling for deletion
of the statcments regarding splits in the Trotskylte

parties in this country,.

(signed) T, Brown, F, Forrest, M. Harvey,
I. Marnin, R. Phlllips.

Robertson (San Francisco): Voting for the Erber amendment
with the statement that he 1s for the amendnent although against the
Ma jority resolution, since he wants to vote In a way to makc l1life
more tolerable for minorities in the party,

1
'

Vote:

Erber amendmont on the cadre.
Defeated. (22 for, 22-1/2 agalnst, 2 abstaining)
Consultative vote --4 for, 14 against,l abstalning.

Erber amcndment on theo small mass party.
Defeated. (4 for, 34 against, 5 abstalning)

Vote on amendment 45 of Erber '
Motion to table to incoming N.C. Carricd. '

Motion: To accept the resolution of the ma jority of
the National Committece. Cgrried (30 for, 12
against, 5 abstaining)

Motion: To accept the Griffin amondments to thc Minority

resolution. Dgfoated (2 for, 5 against).

Motion: To accept the resolution of the Minority as amended,

Dofoated (? for, 35 agalnst)

Motion: (Proslding Comm.) To reconvene at 12:30 P.M. on

Friday. Cerried, .

Motion: (Judd, Detroit) To reconvenc at 2 P,M. on Friday.

Defeated,

Convention adjourncd at 4:30 A.M,.

% 3 %
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Frilday, May 31, 1946.

Convention convened at 2:45 P.M, with O!'Connor as Chairman.

Roll Call.,

Berg not seated as delegate for session but requested permls—
sion to make a statement. Granted.

‘ Berg. The Convention delegates have not all refeived coples
of the Berg resolution on the Negro question (see "H" attached

to these minutes). Request that all dslegates with coples lend
them out so that all delegates may have opportunity to read it
before dlscussion on that qusstioa,

Report of Presiding Committee: Presiding Committece met with
Shachtman and Johnson after the last session. It is the unanimous
opinion of the Preslding Committee and those two comrades that the
- conventlon proceed with the following agenda for the rest of the
3R - convention:

l. Youth report - Sections 4, 5 and 6 only. 15 minutes
for report, discussion, voting 15 minutes,

2e Jowish Question - Statement only - 10 minutes for Hall.

3, Party statutes - Bern. 15 minute report, 45 minutes
discussion and votinge.
4, Unity = 10 minute recport, 10 minute dlscusslion,

5. International report - 15 minutes, 5 minute Minority
statemont.

6; Garrett-Draper statement on the Intcrnational reéblution.

7. Negro recsolution = 20 minutes for ecach report, 10 minutes
Borg report; discussion 3/4 hour; surmjaries -
Berg 5 minutos, Forrcst 10 minutes, Coolidge 15
minutes,

8. Rocess.,

9. Voting on Votcrans Resolution,
10, Report by Resolutions Committce.
11, Electlon of N.C. |

4Adjuétmcnts will have to be made on the order of tho agenda since a
nunber of tho reportcers are not yet present.

Motion: To accept the recommendation of the Presiding Comm.,
Carried,

YOUTH REPORT by Waller for 10 minutes,.

Motions: (Waller) l. Recommend that the incoming N.C. be
empowered to provide statutory provislon in the
constitution for Party~Youth relations oncc the
Youth organization of the Party ccases to bo provi-
sional. : 72.5
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2, In those cities where no Youth group
exilsts, one person in each Party branch
be assigned to Youth work.

- Discussion: - Miller (N.Y, ), Leeds (Chicago) Paxon (Cleveland),
§-  Gorman (N. Y.), Grant (N.Y.) !

Summary by Waller for 5 minutes.

Vote: Moticn 1 cf Waller. Carried,
Motiun 2 of Waller, Cerried.

Motion: To aszept the report, Carried,

REPRT ON UNITY by Gatnes for 1O mirutes,

Motion: (Gates) Tha* the conventlon go on record endorsing
the live of pclicy of the N.C. on the question of
unlity with thke SWP.

‘Motlon: To grant Johnson 5 minutes for a statement on the
question of unity. Carried,

Summary of Johnson statement: When the agenda was so re-
‘arranged, an agreement was made that only a factual report would be
made and no attack would be madé on the Johnsonites for their posi-
tion on this question. The Johnson faction had a political position
.on thls question, but in no way tried to obstruct the decisions of -
. ‘the P.C., and even made 1t clear that when it was claimed that the
't 8WP Minority had exhausted its usefulness in the SWP, in the P.C.
Johnson stated that thouﬁh he could not vote for any steps that were
taken, he would abstain benevolently. _

Statement by Gould: Such an agreement as Johnson outlined
had been made at the meeting with the Presiding Commlttee. However,
Gates was informed only of the amount of time for his report but not
of the nature of the agrcement. Therefore fecl that the repponsi-
billity rests with Gould rathor than with reporter. As chairman
of the Presiding Committee it was Gould's responsl:ﬁllty to Iinform

the reporter,

Discussion: Forest (Chicago SWP Minority), Howe (N.Y.),
Miller (N.Y.), Johnson (N.Y.)

Motion: To accopt Gates! motion to go on record ondorsing
tho linc of the ‘National Committec. Carricd (41
for, 1 against, 3 abstaining)

Motion: To move point on thc 4th International to this point
- on the agenda, Carrled,

" REPORT ON THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

Report by Garrett for 15 minutes.
Report by Johnson for 5 minutes,

Motion: (Garrett) That the incoming N,C., be instructed to
draw up a reply to the International Conference, in
line with tho decisions of the 4th Natlonal Conventlon
and to make it public in thc namc of the convontion,
Carried (O against 5 abstaining) 726
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Minorlty Statement: The Minority proposes
to abstain on this question since it is
opposed to the political line adopted at
the convention,

To refer to the incoming Natiohal Committee to conduct
post conventlion dlscusslion the paragraphs in the
Minority Resolutlon on International Conference of

the 4th International which read:

"The Workers Party solidarizes itself with the 4th
Internatlonal on the Eeneral strateglc perspectives

" for the world revolution and the tasks outlined for

the 4th International in the Political Resolution
adopted at the Conference,

"The Workers Party, however, condemns the April Conf.
for 1lts false and misleading analysis of the role

of Russian imperialism iIn the imperlalist war just
concluded and the immediate post-war period, This
affects both the strateglc perspectives and tactical
tasks, particularly in areas contlguous to Russia,.

To state, for example, that certaln sections of the
Fourth International should !'tolerate the presence of
the Red Army only to the extent that it is a friendly
proletarian armed forcc...! is merely another example
of the false positions, disorienting the prolctariat
and the Fourth International, which flow froam the
increasingly untenable attempts to maintain the posi-
tion of Trotsky on the Russlan quostion. Undor the
circumstances, it is imperative, therefore, thot the

. International re-exomine its Russian position and

begin a full, free democratlcally-conducted discus-
slon throughout the Fourth International, in prepara-
tion for a World Congress at which all posltions on
Russia, advocated by those holding the prlnciples of
the Fourth International, will be reproscnted,"

'Carried.( 26 for, 1 against, 2 abstaining)

~ Motion:

Motion:

(Johnson) = To refer to the incoming National Committe
for post-convention discussion, a discussion of the
political positions of the IKD, Carried (1 abstalining

(N.C.) The National Convention of the Party vigorous-
ly condemns and rcjects the resolutlon adopted by

the pre-conference on the Gorman scction of the 4th
International - the IKD. The National Committec de-=.
clares that although it has not taken a position
either in favor or opposed to the thcoroctical vicws

of the IKD, the thecoretlcal and political viows put
forward by the IKD are compatlible in evory respect
with the basic program of Marxism and the 4th Interr:z-~
tional and with membership in the 4th International.
The National Committee particularly condemns the
unauthori zcd and bureaucratic action of the pre~con-
ference, which, in cffect, condemns the IKD and rccods
it out of the Internationale Carried (19 for, 7
against, 7 abstaining). 771:7
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Motion: ({(Johnson) "The Conference of the 4th International
in Section B of 1ts resolution on the  IKD invites what 1t designates
. as the "present leadership of the IKD" to regroup those elements

"who base themselves upon the platform of the Fourth International

and submit to the discipline of lts conventions and its executive
‘bodles, and to organize them in Germany itself as the officlal Ger-
man section of the Fourth Internationa." In section C of its resolu-
tion, the Conference "invites the leadership and the members of the
IKD still abroad to carry out the decisions of the Conference, to
submit to the discipline of the new IEC and IS, and to.prepare as
rapidly as possi ble for thelr return to Germany, in accordance with
the instructions and directives of the International,"

L “Such a formulation of the question is
‘ambiguous and is open to the interpretation that the leadership and

the members of the IKD abroad are, in effect, being read out of the

International. Tpe very fact that In a document of this kind, such

an Interpretation can be made is indication that the document is

not in the best traditlons of Bolshevlism and calls for consure of
,the Conference in regard to its procedure with the IKD.

"Pho Workers Party declares to the I.8°
that while its taking position on the political ideas of the IKD 1is
not only legitimate but justified, so serlous a chargo as revision~
ism domnnded T , o , B

: (a) wide and full dlscusslon and disscmination of the op-
Aposing 1dcas in all sections of the International, - v

. - (b) all possible efforts by the IS to 1ncludo’the partici-
" pation at the Conference discussion of quqlificd reprcscntativas of
' the authors of the IKD documents,. ,

(¢) clear Unambiguous stntcments, not only as to the polltlc-'

. al attitude but the organizational conclusions to be erWH and i
‘ meﬂsures to be takon. :

(d) explicit provision for ultimate ratlfication of all
decisions by a World Conference of the 4th International.

"Phe Workers Party (a) makes a reccommenda -
tion to the Internntional to follow the above procedure in regard
. to the IKD,; (b) recommends to the IKD at home and abroad that they

. make the same proposals to the IS,

"The Workers Pnrty demands fran the incom-
ing National Committee a clcar statement in regard to the political

~  conclusions of the IKD, particularly as expressed in Section viii,

Pe 340 of thelr dmcument, 'Capitallist Barbarism or Soclalism' New
International, October, 1944, ,

"Phis is particularly neccssary because

“the Workers Party sceks affiliation with the F.I. which has unani- .
i mously condemned the political line of the IKD and today has as 1t
aim unity with the SWP which supports the stand of the Fourth In-
ternational and becausc the Germans have exprcssed themsclves with -
“the utmost frecdom in the party prcss and in the internal bullcetin
for necarly eighteen months without any reservation (excopt on the
Russlan quoation) from the party leadership with the oxception of -

. Johnson. The party sharply condemns thn abuso of the 4th Intorp;ia :
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'tional by the Germans which has appeared 1n the New International.

g "Inasmuch. as (a) the docunent of the IKD
constitutes a unified theoretical and political thesis and (b) sec-
tions of the outgolng leadership of the party have recommended this
document to the membership (not hesitating to call it the greatest
contribution to Marxism since the death of Trotsky), the party would
also welcome fraom the leadership participation in an educational '
" discusslion in the party on the theories and political ideas of the
German camrades. ‘Defeated (9 for, 17 against, 5 abstalning)

: Mgtion. (N.C.) We reject the decision of the pre-conference
.which arrogated ot 1tself the rights of a political
conference of the 4th International without any pre-
liminary political preparation which would be indis-

- pensable for sucth a conference, Carried (22 for,
.0 against, 8 abstaining) : ‘

Motion: (N.C.) The National Commlttee deplores the fallure .
‘ . of the International Executive and the pre~conference

to accept the proposal of the Workers Party for
affiliation to the International or to accept our
proposal in favor of unity of the Trotskyist movement
in the Unlted: States. Carriecd (33 for, O against,
4 abstaining) - -

A Tho following statement was read to the convention by

Draper' -

L4

‘"Statement Qn thc Russian onstion.

"Phe Ipnternational Resolution adopted by this convention cor-
rectly recognlzes that the position of the party on the Russian
question which was adopted in 1941 has had to be altored, and does
in fact alter it wlth regard to the question, of defensism. il.e.
the proscnt resolution Ycloses tho door! to defonsc .of Russia in
the looming world war 5 1n the scnse which it cxplains,

"Phis was tho chief difforcncc on the Russian question between
the majority and the minorlty In tho 1941 conventlon as regords
political conclusions; - wec welcomc that the conclusion thon advo-
cated by the minority is now adopted.

‘"However, the 1941 resolution of the majority founded 1ts Yopen
door'! conclusion on a particular analysls of the naturec of tho Rus-
sian state which still rcmains in the resolution - an analysis
which includecs the concept that Russian burcaucratioc colloctlvism,
~rclatively spcaking, is, in the words of the resolution, "a his-
torically more progressive planc" as comparod with the capitalist

world,

"Phis concept, which still remains embodled in the party resolv-
tion was tho basis of tho topcn door! to dofensism, which we now o
rcjoct. It was also the basis of thc conclusion (which still rc-
mains in the document) that we would givo support to the Stalinisi
regimo in Russia in the caso of a hypothetical civil war betweon
"the Stalinist bureaucracics and capltalist olementa, fnstoad of tho
ponltlcm of the third owmp. o 729
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"Oour international resolution corrects the ohe error indicated,
1f only in the form of a 'concretization?, it also remarks 4n pass-
ing that the 1941 thesis thas otherwlse been confirmed so emphatical=
ly.! Naturally, we do not consider this parenthetical remark an
endorsement by the conventlion of the disputed line, which did not
figure in this convention discusslon. ,

" I, our opinion, it would have been far better 1f this con-
vention had found itself Iin a position to correct is position more
- thoroughly, and at the same time, there have risen since 1941 a
number of questions regarding Russia and international Stalinism
which it would have been extremely frultful to discuss at length,
but which could be discussed only peripherally.

"In both cases, a thorough-going one: 1) correction, and
2) olaboration of the party!s views on burcaucratic collecctivism
and Sialinism were 1ndlcated for this convention by the dovelopment _
of events. T '

"That this - 1nclud1ng the presentation of amendments to the
Russian question along thc lines of the 1941 minority resolution
was lmpossiblc under the conditions of this convention, is a con-
clusion which we came to reluctantly; but with all the groater con<
viction that in the next poriod the party must concern itself with
~clarifying 1ts position on tho question with a view to the next
national conventione

L.
v g

"(signod) Born | Howo
Draper ' Russoll
Ferguson Simons
Garrett Victor
Hall

Shachtman statement on the forcgolng Garrctt-Drnpor statement:’

"I want to make it cloar ‘that toduy, in 1946, I no more share
the point of view on the Russian q uestion put forward by Carter
in his resolution in 1941 than I did at that timo, The differcnces
that we had I have to this day. I don't consider that what is
contained in -the Internatlional Resolution, as far as I am concerned,
1s a golng over to the posltlon of the Carter resolution and an_ -
abandonment of the position that was adopted at the convention,"

Erber requested permission to entor "Statemcnt on the Johnson
Caucus Vote for the Epber Amondments."

Motlon: To grant pcrmission. Garricd, -

"Statement on . the Johnson Caucus Vote for the
Erber Amendments.

"Time did not permit me to expand upon my statoment at the
conclusion of my summary that the Johnsonites would act in an un=~
principlod manner and creatc a scandal by voting for my amendmentse
My statcment was motlvated by the following: .

“le It 1s unprincipled to votc for an amendment to a resolu-
tion which onc 1s alrcady committed to voting against regardless of
whether the amendmont carrics or not. N 730



"2, The cadre amendments involved not a simple vote for or
against the Shachtman concept of the cadre, as was the case with
the vote on the CP-P slogan which had an independent status. The
amendments proposed a dlfferent cadre concept and a different me-
thod of dealing with the Johnson tendency. Both of the latter are
unacceptable to Johnson. -

"3. The Johnsonltes agree 1n princlple with Shachtmants con-
cept of the cadre. They oppose 1t at present because the party,
according to them, has not yet a complete program. Their real reason,
of course, is that they do not constitute the majoritye.

g, If my amendment carried with the Johnsonlte votes -and
the Shachtman supporters then decided to vote agalnst the amended
resolution, thelr votes together with the Johnsonites would have de-
foated it. As a result no rcsolution could have becen adopted on
this question, thus defeating the well of the majority through a

parliamentary miscarriage.

"(signed) Ernest Erber."

Johnson requested right to enter statement of Minority on
- Erber'!s analysis of the vote on the cadre,

- REPORT ON THE JEWISH QUESTION by Hall,

Motion: (Hall) That the resolution and amendments of the
National Committee, plus the resolution of Flndlay,
be distributed to the party for post-convention
discussion. (Sce Bulletin, Vol. I ~- No. 15 and
ugn und ugn attached horeto) )

'Carriod. '

Motlon: (I Berg, N.Y. ) - This convention condomns the
Partyt!s indifference and almost cynlical disregard
of the Jewil sh questlion, which expresses itsclf in
an almost total failure to respond to vital issues
confronting the Jewlsh masses, political conduct
unbecoming a rovolutionary sociallst Party.

Motion: (Jenscn, Newark) To table tho Berg motion, !
Carried. : :

REPORT ON PARTY STATUTES by Bern (scc "K%).

Motion: (Hall) That we consider only amendmonts to the con-
stition made clther by the Committece prosonting them
or by the delegates. Carrled,

. The amendmonts proposed in “K“ were adopted, excopt for. the
- following: .

Article IV, Section 6 = Sgricken becausc of previous dcci~<
sion of the body on this questlon.

773!
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Article X, Section 3: Amendment by Marnin (Phila.) ~
, To add: "A parity committee of the N.C.
. shall act as editorial board."
. Defeated (3 for).

Motion: (I. Berg, N.Y.,) = That all resolutions for adoption
be no longer than 1,000 words. Ruled out of order
by Chairman. ,

Article X, Section 4: Motion - (Forrest, N.Y.)- Election
. of delegates to the national convention iIn clties
whore there are more than two branches, shall be,
held on a clty wide basls upon request. Defeated.

Rules and By~laws:

XIV - 1. Amendment by Russell (L.A.): That each branch or=-
" ganlzed before the convention shall be entlitled
to one delcgate for such number of members as
shall be specified by the N.C,. Carried.

Motion: (Forrest) To strike out sections 3, 4 5 6, 7 and
8. Defzsated,

“Amendments by Robertson (san Franclsco) Change percentages
as follows: In paragraph 5 to 25%, ln paragraph 6
to 20%{ in parﬂgraph 7 to 16-2/3%; and add the
words "more than to paragraphs 4, 5, 6 and 7.

Motion: (Coolldge) That sections ‘4, 5, 6 and 7, along
with Robertsonts amendments, be referred to the

"~ Incoming N.C.

Amendment: (Saunders, San Pedro) To refer to the National
Committee with the stipulation that the rules
be sent out to the mcmbership within two months and
that they be incorporated in the by-laws,
.. Amendnent accepted by Coolidgee.

-

Coolldge motion, as amended, carried.

Motion: T, ndopt the constitutlon and by=-laws ds amended.
Carricd, - .

Adjournment.
# 3% %

Convontion reconvened at 7:50 P.M. with Hall as Chairman,

Roll Call.

Announcemont by the Presiding Committeo that after the polnt
on the agonda for the Negro Rosolution, there would be another rnll.
call for the scating of delcgates before the voting on the N.C., to
cnable thosc delegates who doslre to soat their altornates for the
Negro dlsocussion to do S0
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NEGRO RESOLUTIONS:

Report by Coolidge for majority of National Committee
(see THE NEW INTERNATIMWAL, January, 1944) for 20 minutes.

Report by Forrest for minority of National Committee
(see THE NEW INTERNATIONAL, January, 1944) for 20 mlnutes,

Report by Berg (see "H" attached to minutes) for 10 minutes.

Statement by Coolldge that the National Committee has adopted
the Berg resolution and submits it as appended to the majority
resolution.

Motion: (Erber) To amend the Berg supplement to the majorlty
: resolution under polnt 3 to read: "To band together
in Negro organizations instead of "organization.

To add to section 3 the following: "While the
Workers Party participates in and in certaln cases ‘
initlates such struggles, the Party does not carry on.
propaganda for the creatlon of Negro organizations
on an allegedly all class basis "

Request by Erber for time to speak on hils amendment. Granted.

Discussion: .Frazler (N.Y ) for majority resolution;
Gorman (N.Y, Youth) for Minority resolution;
I. Berg (N.Y.) for Berg resolution; Erber for
. hls amendment to Berg resolution; O, Jones
. (PHila.) for majority resolution; Tim Jones
(Buffalo) for minority resolution; Elliott
(N.Y.) for Berg resolution; Johnson (N,Y.)
.for minority resolution; Steimmetz (N.Y)
for Ma jority resolution; Forest (Chicago SWP
Minority) for Borg rosolution,

'Summa:;ee: Berg, 5 minutes; Forrest, 10 minutcs; Coolldge
15 minutes. ‘ '

Recommendation of Chairman: That we vote first on the Erber
amendment to tho Berg supploment of the Majority Rgsolution, sccond
on the Majority Resolution, third on the Berg resolution and fourth
on the Minority resolution.

Motion: (Forrest) Tyuat we vote first on the Erber amondment,
socond on tho Majorlity resolution, third on the Minority recsolution
and fourth on the Berg resolutions Motlon withdrawn,

Motion: (Holman, Chicago) Move tho Erber amendment as an
amendmont to the Berg resolutlions

3 Motion: (Murrain, Buffalo) - To vote first on tho Berg

3 : - resolution with amendments, sccond on the Erber
k- amendnent and the majorlty resolution, and. third
: ' on the Minority resolution. Motion withdrawn,

Motion: (Erber) To vote first on the Majority rosolution
‘ . a8 originally prosented and then on tho Borg supple~
mont, Motion withdrawn. _ _ 7{;3
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)

Substitute for the whole: (Shachtman) To vote first on the
Minority resoclution, second on the Holman amendment to the Berg
resolution, third on the Berg resolution; fourt on the Majority
resolution with the Berg supplement. Carried.

Vote: ) -

Erber amendment withdrawn in view of voting procedure .

I

Minority Resolution:- 6-1/2 for, 37~1/2 against, 2 abstain=
o , ing, 1 not voting,. :

Holman amendment to the Befg resolution: Carried (18 for,
9 against) :

Berg resolution: Defeated (17 for, 24 against).

Motion: That the Berg_resolutlon be voted on independently.

Motlon: (Héll) To reconsider the voting procedure. Carried.

Motion: To vote as follows: (1) on the minority resolution
as - a basis for amendment; (2) on the Berg resolu-
tion as a basis for amendment; (3) on the ma jorlity
resolution as a basis for amendment, Carried,

Motlion: (Erber) To refer to the Presiding Committeo, during

a five minute recess, the question of working out
- the best voting procedure for all concerned. Defeateg

Vote:

Minority resolution as a basis for amendment, Defeated
(6=1/2 for, 35 agalnst, 3 abstaining)

Berg resolution as a basis for amendment. 23-1/2 for,
22-1/2 against, 2 abstalning,

Motion: For a rccount on the Berg resolution. Carried.

Rocount on Berg recsolution as a basis for amondmont:-
Defcated (19-1/2 for, 25-1/2 against, 2 abstaining)
| S

Ma jority resolution, including Berg supplement, as a basls
for amendment:- Carricd (36-1/2 for, 7 against, 3 ab=-
stalining) - . '

Holman amendments: Flrst amondment. Carrled,
’ Sccond amendment. Carricd (26 for,
4 against, 6 abstaining, 2 not
voting).

Motion: - To adopt tho Majority resolution as amended,
Carriod. (32 for, 4 agalnst, 7 abstalning, 1 not vot-

ing)
VOTING ON VETERANS RESOLUTION:

‘Voto on Hodman amendment to Votorans roport: Decfoated (3 for)
T Motion: To accept the Votorans rosolution. Carrled (25 for,
N : 0 aggiwst 4 abstalning . -

L ~
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REPORT OF RESOLUTIONS CQMMITTEE by Fenwlck.
The Committee has erWn'up the following resolutions:

Greetings to the Fourth International,
Greetings to Natalla Sedov Trotsky
‘Statement on Nuremberg Trial,
Statement on coal and rail strlkes.
Statement on India,

Statement memoriallzing our war dead.

The Committee also recommends the following resolutions:
" Housing and the Veteran
Operation Dixle
Jewish Immigration.
Case of 31 in Columbia, Tenn.
Food and UNRRA
Statement thanking arrangements committee.

Motion: (Resolutions Comm,) That the resolutions already
drawn up and those recommended be turned over to the
- 1ncoming National Committee to be 1ssued in the name
of the counventlon. Carrled,
ELECTION OF NATIONAL COMMITTEE.

Motion: To rcconsider the motion'for cxecutivoe scssion on
this point. Carried. (20 for, 13-1/2 against)

Motion: (Shachtman) To reaffirm the motion for exccutivc
session) . Carriecd. ,

Amendment: (Forrest) To allow alternates to be presont.
Dofeatod (16 for, 17 against).

Report by Shachtman on N.C, slato.

Election of National Commlttoe and alternatos,.

Conventlion adjourned at 4:30 A.M,

* %
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