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BESOLUT ION ON TEE ROLE AND TASKS Ol' THE PARTY
"IN THE TRADE UNIONS

This resolution i¢ a corrti_mmtﬁ.cn of and a supplement to the resolution .
on The Tasks of the Party in "he Troae Unlons adopted dy the plemum of August
3, 1945 and approved by ths ictive Workers Conference of August 4, 1945. After
certain indicated changes in the preceding resoluticn the two parts will be
combined into one resolution and presented as the draft resolution for the
¥’¢ - forthconming convention of the Party. Since the convention is many months away
it will probably be nccessary to make changes in-the rcsolution or to supplenent
-¥ 1t in order to give consideraticns to developments vhich may later take place
in the lab.r movemeni. Thc final dr~ft will be submitted to the National
Comnmittee for approval before being sent out to the Party during the pre~comvcention
-discussion, .
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Y 1. At the close of tae Socond vorld Imperidli st Har the proletarie.t'in '
the United States was confronted with the virtual closing down of industry, nass
e lay-offs, reduction in wages, increase in hours of work and the prospect of -
¢ o being faced again, within the b"lw.c period of one decade with mass uncnployment.
N
For the unions, particularly the CIO unions of the mass production, this
meant a severe reduction in memvership accompanied with dopletdd treasurices.at a
time when it had become clear that the organized working class would have need
for all of its strength in hhumn and material resources to carry on the striyggle
- against the employers which had oply been held in check during the var by the no~
-~ strike pledge which had bcen imposed on the worklng class ‘oy its class
collaboratlonist ‘lea.dership. .

The man:.fest dissatisfaction of the organizcrl proletariat coold not ‘bc
restrainod with the closing of tho wrare Tho restraining influence of the
tradc.union burecaucrats and the political finesse of Roosevelt, who was no
longer at thc helm, could not ue operative after the close of hostilities,
Although Truman had been supoortdd for vice—president by the CIO leaderkhip, he

. vas an wnlmown guantity to the lador movement and not oven tho labor burenucracy
* found it possible to accl..im hi::x as a "friend of. laba* as had becen the casc -7ith
Roosevelt. : . :

The rescentment of labor over its treatment duri ng the war and the betrayi
of its coafidence by the governgent, was further intensified by the fadt, .
becoming ever clearer as the months passed that tho bourgeiosie was preparsi ic
reduce the standard of living of the working class, to attempt to disrupt a7
unions, while at thoe same tinmec maintaining the price level and holding up th:
i , resunption eof pence time prod.uctlon, thereby reking it impossible for thc,
[ ; " workers to have jobs and a regular incone, ‘ .
2. It wes this objective s1tuation vhich prormpted the curron’c ctrik: wmve
and brought over a million workers out into the streets. It is siganificant
of the tines and in inlication of the nood of the workers that vailo tae
overvheliaing najority df the strikers arc of the CI0, the big indcpendent unlons
are also on strike. The relative quiescence of the IFL craft unicns is also
. significant. In fact many sections of the craft unions have found it possivle to
.secure substantial increases in wages without resorting tc the strike.

3+ The comloto failure of the Stalinists to influence the labor nmovernent
" in a conservative dircction, to win labor to a peaceful existenco or to the
acceptance of their incentive pay schemes following the war, must be noteds
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This cannot be attributed to the recent Tleft turn" of the 'Stalinist party but
rather to a loss of influerce bty thri party, following their crass betrayals
during the war anc. tc the keighiencd understanding of labor acquired durmg the
past few years..

A 4., The present strike wave is 2ot the simple 'bmad. and butter strngglo of
past years. Fhile tho workers fight for better working conditions, they make -
demands today never before advonced by any large section of Amcrican labor.
Today notions about full empleoyment and an annual wagoe are a part of the progran
of labor in the United States. The more aivanced workers among the tradc unionists
are beginning to understand falntly that the question of prices, production
and productivity are inaissolub]y tied in w:lth the gaestion of rnges.

This is the slgmficmma of t hs denand of the UAW in the General LIOtOI'B
 strike that the union have the right to evanine the books of the corporatzdn and
that no price increasé o.ccompdny a rise in wagea.
' ‘B, Any correct analysis of the current strike wave will reveal that the
._.proletariat in the United Statcs stands at the beginning of awakening political
- consciousness. The struggle being wazed today between proletariat and bourge~
-oisie is a political struggle; conscious on the part of the bourgeomie inchoate.
and pnmtive on t‘«e part of tbe proletariat. . _
1N . : v :
<. - Bs The objective seene and the unf Lding of the class struggle on a hlgnw.‘r '
,; plaxno than cver before in the United States prompt the question: where is the
working class going? What are its aims and objeptivcs? This question cannot .
be answered by the proletariat itself, the trade union leadership, the Stalinis™
party nor bu the reformists. It can on'y be asswered by the revolutionary '
 Marxist party. : S ‘

: If therc be no such party of sufficient size, influence and strength then

- there can be no answer. The working class masses cannot guide, train and loed
thomselves. They cannpot do this ever in the trade union struggle. If they urz
left to themsclvez, despito their courage, detormination and loyalty; to cary
on the politicgl struggle and forge the instruments of pohtical activity ard
pover, they will suffor suro d«feat.

o . 7. Thls a challcnge to our Party which o nre 111—prepared to meot today
S At our full strength we are only -n very small party. When we were at our full
strength im the factories and unions we were even thon 3 really insignificant

.struggle experience, e coulc. not meet the demands made and the reqr.:" aonts
of the situation, , .

8. Today whilc t}w crest of the BuI‘lkO wave rises, we find ourselves in
the disconforting nositmz of bcing rovolutionaries without o union, ¢ivorced
from the striking worlkers aud with no opportunity to have influencc except
through our press. This is o deplorable state of affalrs for revclutiorists
who are members of a Party with a correct progran dnd an unblemished record to
find themselves with nc plnce to apply that progran., with no pl-ce to test
their program in action in the class struggle. Today as the working class
tests its strength with the bourgeoisie we of the Workers Party find ourselves
standing on the si.elinew as spcctators, wabching and coz:nnntlng but nor partici-

peting. L e

. force. thile we perforned niracle, censidering our meagre forces and lacx of ¢}«
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No amount of analyéis, of interpretatim of corment and advice can
substitute for active participation. Trade union resolution are a very poor
substitute for being in the fasto.y ‘and in the union., The excollence of Labar
dction with its woekly covsrage 9‘!.‘ the le:ling events is not near enoughe.

_ 9. The Party rniust return to the factory and to the union: .to the

working class. We rust get back befcre we acquire the old habits. We rust not
risk the danger of becoming o provaganda sect, a publication society, a smnll
group of advisors to the proletariat. The resolution on That Character and Tasks
and Perspectives of the Party has adequately analysed the nature anchistory of our
Party and has prcsented the practlcal steps which rrust be ta.ken.

A

10. The Party has one o..tvantag'* today waich we did rot have .in 1940-41

"when we entered the war factories- We are not a green Party today. we have

acquired some experience. ¥Fe “ave functicned in the organized labor movenent.
Despite -thany nistakes we fugrtlo'wd vell. This means that vhen we enter the
factoi:ies and the unions agaia we rull not start from scratch.

11. we x:rust profit\from the mistakes ve male in the -;ast. we did not _
succeed in indoctrinating the %rade union fraction, the NC, the branches, and the
whole Party with the concept of the meaning of political activity in the unions,
Our trade unionists were too bogged down in_ rox_tme trade union work. The
Party as a whole did nct understand what we were cttempting to do in the unions
and what wo were doing. The Party did not assinmilate the policies of tho Party
fior union activity as contzained in the various political and trade union
resolutions. This in part accounts for the statement mafte by somo comrades tha
the "party was underground duriig the ware.® The Party does not even yet u..1de" es
sta.nd that during the war, to the extent of our forcbs and abllltles, we e
inmersed in the class struggle. -, ’ <

12. wWe rust cohbat any tendorlcy in the party Eo ‘réfurn to the old and
relatively sterile practice, ospecially today when we are out of the facbaric:,
of drapatic activitics in the streects (anti-Smith, INdonesia) in place of ihe

- hard, unglo.norous, Bolshevik Jiomy higgms political work in the trade anior
' movemcnt. , ‘ _ S L

13. Thc roal test of our Party will come now that the war, with its cousc.
plus contracts is over. As the bourgeoisie prenares to onerate with its oun
capital and to contend with what competition exists, greater productivity -.nl].
be demanied of the vorlkers. Wages will be lower and warking conditions will be
such tha* it will be more difficult to keen a job. Our Party will anow for tm»-
first time really be confironted with the neceosity for genuine "proletarinaization
with all that mecans in the life of a worker. | :

14, The problen cf effective political -work in theunions by the Purby is a
problen for the NC of the porty. It is a problom which can oniy be solved on

* the basis of increas ing nclitical matunby of the Party, increasins lwxiening cf

the Party and a dovecloping sensc of reg-onsibiltiy dnd self-dlscu)hne by the
Party os a wholo, .

15, To do effective political werk in tho unions will depond in no sall
measure on the emergence and growth of the Party cadre as set forth in the
resolution on the Yharacter and Perspectives and Takks of the Party. To build
such a corps of ccomrales clucated in the Part,; political line, with understanding
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how *~ a:nly the political line of the Party, whn will defend +rc party;

cor randes. who adopt for: thehgeivig » 3gorpus discipline and become in every
sense "party PeopleM, is & nccogsary pro-requisite to effective political work
in the unioas, '

. ' ',
oo Dovid Coolidge,
< Jamary 19, 194
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