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OO weee § ' :

I'n writing this rather hurriedly in respanse to your request for more

‘i:formation on vhiat has happenod in Los Angeles, during tle pust six months, with

raegard to the role of the Vorkers Party and the Sooialist Vorkers Iarty in the

fight ec-inat Gorald &mith, Because of tho press of cthor work, this isn't goirg to
bo put togethor in tightly organised form but & think you'll find the esseniisl
things horoe I prodably wauld have written earlier, but it was only recently that

1 got to soo the artisclea in the §7P Internal Bulletins writton by lurry Yoiss an
this questimn, trying to explain away for the bemefit of the Cnnnonites the truly
niserabla role which t! .y playod hore, I understand that Goldman has written a
couple of articles for the §'P Internal Bulletin which took Velss apart, but b &
havent't esoen them, except far references olsewhoro.

As you know, Veiss (as Cemnon{s hatchetman u this mg) has the reputa-
tim smong his conrsdes of being a mighty “sliock" and "smooth" erticle, I suppose
then that hia apology for the Camnonite line in los Angeles is the best they can do
along thoso linese But when he Lases most of his defense on a transparent falsshood,
and then includes in his G'N article the faotual DOCURENTED disproof of said false-

‘hood, one oan only consclude that the lawyer's jod ho undortook was too much even for

hin, But let me got down to the facts.

You know, of course, that Gerald Smith started his inwnsim of California
last Juno, made some prelinminary contasts under oover, then held a meeting in the
Exbassy Auditoriun which was nare in the nature of an orzanisation meeting then a
public rallye About the first information on his sotivities came from an srticle
written for the liew York FM by Carey MoWillieans, which (intcrestingly enouph) made
the comwent that there wore no picket lines egainst this effair, no oppositim,

It booame publioc knovledge that Smith's intentions were to establish himself om the
Viest Const by building a base in Los Angeles. :

It was at this time that we (that is, the Wa-kors Party soction in Los
Angolea) decided that we had to get busy on this threat of a fascist inwsim in
our midst and immediately set sbout to investigate. As fur as the 57P was concerned,
a8 woian confesses in his article, it al)l went ower their heeds (mare on this lator).
As the "vonguard of the working oless,” the 8°P showed the same liwe resmotion to an
inronsely important phenooenon right under their noses, as did the labor burcausrats
here. is for us, we kicked ocursolves slightly for not having reacted even before
the Erbassy meeting and set about to seo that it didn't happen egain, It didn't,

Yo didn*t have long to wait. It became known that Smith wan going to
hold his first large-scale pu‘nlia rally, at the Philharnonic Auditoriva on londay
June 25. I say "it beoame known” boosuse it was not armoupoed by Smith. The rally
was being organised through the Ham end Egg organizatim by personal soptact and
raile Even the Fhilharmonic mansgoment did not know it was a Smith meeting until
aftor the hall had beon hired. x Ve lonrned it was going to tako ph.ao asbout cne week
bhefore the mesting.

This little faoct is of scne importance deocnuse of the fact that the Camnone
ites at first did & 1lot of yelping about how there "wasn't enaugh time" to take action
efringt tho mecting as an argument against part!ciputin; in the ricketing aoctiomm.

The implicction wms that wo didn't giwe thom "onough time,"” Xtxxxxxmxsmtiy That
angle wos killed , hmwr. after we pointed out a fow times that it was a deilinite
policy on Smith's po.rt to make it impossiblo for his opposition to have "enough tine,”
It wne exactly his stratogy to “spring” his rellies, relying on the Iam and Eggs out-
fit, amo undanentalist preachers and other subtorranean channols to got his sudienee,
The £'P found thoy wore falling for his stretegy and stopped yelling about our rot
giving then enough time to prepare. Thelr dermand would have had to be presented to
Emith hingelf in pretost agninst his "unfair” teotics in not giving the &P “oncugh
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tim" to shake the dust off them, yawn and got resdy to do sore leisurely
"vanguarding."

During this week before Smith's Philharmonis rally, what was the state of
affairs es far as the labor nmovement and the "general publis" was conocernod?

If we are to olarify the question before us end not emmfuse it, it is
important to distinguish between the state of affairs before end after the Fhilharmonie
meeting, This is necessary becsuse, First: the Fhilharnonioc meeting wans an objective
dividing line in this respoot; and Seocondd in crder to understand just 5t vhat the EWP
Executive Camiittee had bofore it when it refused our propoaal to teko sstim egainst
this first Smith rally.

‘Teiss purports to discuss this on page 2 of his artiole (STP Internsl
Bunctin for Sept. 1945), I must say that he writes like a man from tho moon e if
we assume that he is discussing the situntim before the Fhilharmonis meeting when
his Excoutive Comnittee had to decide on a line, And this assumption must be mede
since he winds up tho whole page by writing: "It was on this background that the
8eotion Executive Comnittoe oongidered the basic aspeots of the canpaipgn and worked
out its policy” (et its meeting of Jume 21, four days before the Smith rally).

Le starts out sorrectly enough dy noting that et this tima, "tho leadors
of moat sectims of the labor mowment wore cmplately passive to the fasoist throat.
Others were following o feeble and cowardly policy." This was, namely, the famous
hush=hush policy ~= ignore Smith, "don't give him publiecity," ets, Kot only the labor
lenders, but also the liber:l elements of the oity werc all wrapped up in this {llue
sory policys and smong both labor snd liderals, it was the Stalinists who set this
tone, )

~ And yot at this very time (still in the weck before the Fhilharmenie rally)
"~ the press reported "a del of regolutimse of protest from trsde unians and other
orzanigationa” o T'Tﬁ?ﬂmnhnmmio managomont and to the oity sdministratiom,
Thore 1s no awbt ﬂu‘b this wes stirmlated at the tops of the trade unims by the
Stalinists as their favce-saving gesture in the midst of their hushehush polioy.
(But 4t is of interest to note this sinss, when the S7P later got around tointroe
ducing their resolutions of protest egainst Smith in a fow trade uniom looels ==
Tielss counts up to seven == they immediately began to talk as if they wers stirring
the trade union movenmont to its very depths practiocally single<handed, like Atlecs
holding wp the earth,) )

As for the rest of Welsa's desoriptiom, most of it refers to efter the
Fhilharmonie meoting. The Stalinist "anti-lunatie fringe committee" which he men~
timas came then, Yeiss writes further: "With each new sucoessful meeting of Smith,
hammer blows were deing struck et the polioy of hushehush,.s Hare and more workers
were being dravn into tho movement for anti-fasoist soticmeee It was on this dacke
ground that the Section Executive Oomilttee somsideredess”

This is nonsense. There had been no "hermer blows" against Sith when
“the Section Exeoutive Camaittes considered” our prorposal for a picket line at the
mﬂhnnonio. Hot only no blows, let alone "hammer" blows, there had not even been
eny "new susosssful meoting of Smith," The Philhermonic was Smith's very first rally.
By thus confusing the grovth o militanscy from below after the Fhilharmonic, with
the weok beforo the Fhilhermonic when the SWP had to tdopt its lime, Yeiss is meroly
trying to 1sy ¢ lny 0 fictitious basis for attacking our pisket line de*nomtmticn. He is
trying to give the impression by this sloighteof-hand that when we organized thad
pickoting dceraonstration 4n the name of the Vorkers Perty, the labor mooment wes
alresdy ttirred up, snd that we ignored this frot.

On gsocond thought, perhape I am giving Weiss too much oredit fer a deep
linochiavellianisme To bo perfootly fair, it may be that he iz merely ecnfused and
ignorant of how tko situation developed; and that 4in writing his pilece, his confusion
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tnnorad f1ts0lf alaong the lines of his desire to accuse the VWorkers Farty of "ignoring"
the laobor movenent. Re that as it may, such are the facts. then we wore crpanied
cur plcketing demonstration for the Philhermonie, thoss sootions of the imbor movement
Thot wore ut sl) cwmre of Smith woro, under tho leadarship of the Gtalinists, doterne
ired to teko no overt cotim arminst it,

Eox did we sot sbout prep-.r:lng for a picket line demonstretim at the
Yhilharaonis in this situation?

Eow, in what I shall eay on this point, far be it frou me to claim that we
did a perfect job on the project. We did a darn gool one, but even that formally
speaking is irreclownnt to the gquestion, The question is one of policy. Neturally,
1f the SYP had pitehed inm, a better job would probably have been done our camdbined
forces. I am slso perfectly willing to egree that if the 5™P had pitehed in, they
night have beon able to make suggestims cn what to do or how to dof §t which might hav
been helpful, All that is proocisely the reasan why a UNITED FHONT of differont orge
anizations i desirable, I say this in order to draw a sharp line between two kinds of
oriticienm: oriticism of MISTAKES (F EXECUTIOR of a policy, and eritisism of the
correctnass of the polisy itself, Naturally, a dislaynl and dishonest oritio, who
is interastod dhly in meking a debaters? point in order to ocover up, may have no
soruples inst confusing the twe. I do not intend to camter-thig by elaiming that
we pade £){ no mistokes down to the last jot and tittle, I leave that kind of
bra.sgadooio to VWelss, . :

The main determining fuctor was the shortness of time, obviausly, Vith a
cortain amount of man=powsr, cnly g eertain mmbor of things ean be done in a coupls of
dsys, This is & principle of applied llarxism whioh the SWP tock 80 to heart that they
dideseonothings Yo oould not do ewrything,

It would ordinarily have beon desirable to organize such a picket line by
calling e prelininary wnited fromt oonforence. Ono of the byeproduot advantages of
this, given the time, is that it is more possible to demonstrate clesrly where the in-
wited organizations stand, by their respmses As we all know, the first purpcss of a
united-front propossl is to arganise and unite and strengthen the fighting forees for
the notim in view; but a sesmd purpose of a united-front proposal is to%}_t_oﬁ

and expcse those who do nct want to fight. This second purpose applied wi: 1
‘foroe to the Coxmnist Party which, of course, wus sgainst a picket line, Sponding
much of the menger time at ocur dispossl on united-front manscuvers with the CP wes out
of the question for use. Ve decided to consentrate on channels which night really add
manepower to the immediate picket line before us, -ndtumthogun- on the OF when wo
had the time to do it.

The holding of a formal preliminayry uhited-front sonforenco was made imposse
1b10 undor the oiréumstances by Smith's wwillingness to cooperate by giving us more
time to argenize before springing his meetinge. Ve oan let Weiss wring his hands owver
this sad fact, but we did not. There were throe chammels through which to orgenize
the ploket line projeoted: :

1) Other organuntimn
2) Our omn mailing list of contacts and syspathigers and Labor Actiom
subsoribers;
. (3) Distribution of leaflets at industriel plants,.
bosidos agitation at their places of work by our sonrades. Clearly items 2 and 3
prosented no special difficulties. Within 24 hours a leaflet was printed end was deing
distributod through tho matl and in a sories of plants,

Organisntions we divided into three categorieas (1) Trade unions;
i Community organizetions, with emrhsis on minority groups of ooursej; snd
Redical organizaticns whish, as far as we knew at the time, might most quiekly
srd easily be drewa into a militant eotin liko a picket line. 57
p



8 e t

In this last category we listed the Scoialist Warkers Party, the Sooialist
Party, the fosialist Labor Party, end the Iiite We found we wore mistaken sbout all
four «f theso organisstiocus, of gourss, Fone of them wore willing to move, Ve hed
given these birds too rush credit. Even the mbsequent development of the Smith fight
fouxl the 5P, S8LP end IW7 still on ice, It was waste motion which certainly oould
have becn more profitably spent on looal Communist clubs,

As far as the CP officially was conoorned, it was cbvious that that was o
horso of a different color. There was no possibility of gotting the Stalinists of-
ficlally to ast with us (in the spasce of a oouple ofdays tool), not only hecause they
would not unite with Trotskyists in the first place, but because their policy was
afainst ploketing. Gotting the Stalinists to act was & lomger-term perspective, Um
the cthor hand, wo tried to make arrangements to got our leaflet and if possible
visitors to the looal Cowmunist olubs, but our forces were inedequate in the rush,

1 think only one CP olud was govered, their most important Negro branch,

‘Raturally, « united front with the § P wauld have helped oonsidersdbly in
pernmitting botter access to the Stalinists, But under Welss's leadership the 5 P
rofused to pitch in, Vhat thon oan & man say when this very Weiss tums around and
attacks us for nobt wanting to approach the Stalinists....not wantins tol Veiss's
flock in the §5°P can swallav this sort of stuff if they are oare ""E%%“-Eaemu fron
the truth. Vhile on the subjest of the Btalinists, in the plants our camrsdes as e
patter of ocourse paid special attentiom to hmrlns at the Stalinists, espocially st
the Ne;ro workers who follow them,

: Our united-front propogal to the four radical orgcnintims. inaluding the
%P, went out Juns 18, one week before the Smith rally. At the same time, & special
lotter went cut to a list of sbout 200 or more trade wniom bodies, both CIO and AFL,
Likewise to some conmmity arganizetims, but this angle was very insdoquetely covered
Attenpts we wore able to make during the next ewph of days to follow up the letters
to trede unions eame to nothing,

. Now I come to Yeiss's very olunsy attempt at hhn‘mticn. It 4s his as-
sertion, ropested at lesst a dosen times in his artisles, that wo “"never tried to get
the trade wnims to aot,” that we ignore{l the labor movemant “oompletely”, etce .
Driven by the political necessity a basis for their oriticism, and having
1o other, he makes this apply nct only to our organigation of the Ihilharmonie picm
1ine but to aubuqmnt activities alsot

I imagine that the first thought that would came to tho mind oftdi:.‘.ntar—
ested poerson roading Velss's stuff is this: Yow does Velss Enow thut ¥e “never tried
to sce the trade unias to act"™? lnybe wo told him 80eee?

(1) Nelss and the E7P km ovon befare the Mhilhermonic effair that me had
contascted the trode unims by letter wnd would try to follar up in the time awaileble.
We told then, of ecurse,

The #illy aocusation abaut "novor trying” was never made-to our fese by exy
of the various 57P poople with whom we discussed this business, fram last Juns to tods
1 saw 1t for the first time in Velss's ertiole in his Internal Bulletin «- where, I
suppose, he cmaidered it safe since it goes oaly to §VP memborse In speaking with us
they criticised us for not weiting for the labar movemsnt to aot, but never for not
wanting to get the labor mowmone to aots The rcason fur the two-facedness is obvious
the proof is on blaok end white,

(2) In veissts own ertiole (p, 20), our letter to them is quoted in full
as sn appendix. Sed mistake. For there in this brief letter is 7IE parsgraph which
presents our proposel. Ve proposesees” it roada., FThat are we proposing?
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"Te propoge that the SVP and the ¥P plan a joint cmupaign on this
izsuc. Tie bolieve that such n Jjuint cmapaipn would strengthem the
poszibility of involving tho lebor movemont in Ghe sirup;lee

e wore not writing to the sapitalist pross o the Stalinists or a corpora-~
tim lawrsr, and so while we anticipnoted politioal objestim fraoa the SiP wo did not
anticipete disloyal falsification, All of which goes to prove how nalve we woreeese
ebout the Camnonites.

(3) Vieiss writes hingolf down further as a willing but oluasy falsifier
when (on pe 9) hs admits in ancther conneotimm that “thoy (the WP) proposed dlocs
to pazs resolutions in the unimse’

‘ A 8lip. The man is simply unsocrdinated, On the one hand the WP "newer
tried to got tho trade uniams to ast,” and on the other hand we propose joint sotiom
to get the trads unions ¢o sste Indoed, in the two largest CIO losals in the ares,
when laeter they wero lined up to pass resolutims for astion sgainst Smith, the main
spesoh at tho unim ocams in eash case fram Wh'ers,

' But Teiss tips his hand porheps most ecsplotely whon he repests (two or
threo times)) that Draper"admitted” that "We (the WP) expost nothing from the lebor
rmovement at this tims,"”

, Ho sotuslly triumphantly sudmits this as "proof* that the WP did nct want
to got the trade unions to act!

This is by the vory nman who himgolf writes that st the time Dreper is quoted
as making this estimation, "the leaders of most sectims of tho lebor moweuent were
omplotg}_y paasive to the fascist threat, Others were following & feebls and cowardly
polioy." Vthy cm earth doss Lowyor Weiss make such a to=do proving that I sgreed with
him in this estimate ab that time? ‘

: 0f course we did not to be eble to got the trede wmioms to participete
in the Fhilharmonio picket line ot tins. Yelss agreed with that prognoiis e
thatts exnctly why the 5'P likewiss followed a "feoble amdl comrdly poliey."” To told
Yeiss and the 5'P that a picket 1ine at tho Fhilharmonio would be atriking a dlow to
put a fire under the trade union loaders and Stalinists,

But since Draper did not "expect™ the Stalinists end libor leaders to aoct
at this time, cbvicusly it is proved =- is it not? «= that Draper assumed the labor
movement wculd never actesss Thorefore, Draper also proposed joint sotion to (of all
things) pet the trede unims to asteese Thorofars, Draper also argued thet a picket
line st the Fhilharmonic would out a fire or tho labor leadors and stir the rank
and filo o acteese Lustn't wo all adnit thet tho lawyor's job whioch Weiss undertook
proved too mush for his "slick” talents?

Ancther word is necessary about our unitedefront proposals to these fantastic
people of Camnaon's STP who oall thomselwos “rovolutionsry leaders”™ (god eave the merk),
Naturally, wo put our proposels to thom down on paper, in cozmuniontims. It's the
customs Hot once did e receive a reply in the sane ususl mamner, though it was re-
peataodly roquesteds For one thirg, the &P in this wmy avoided the necossity of putting
troir chenging argumonts dom in black and white, In aral conversatims weo got differ-
ont ergusaents from different members 6f the S7P, even differont momders of thelir
Exeoutive Carmittecs. Ono ratimalisaticn was ss good as snother, as long as 4t
avoided s united framt, . ‘

' For ancthor thihg, the Cannunites theredby exeroise their decterminatim to
refuse ¢0 rooognizo that the Workera Party roally exists (it is an inecnveniont fast),
with all the mejosty of the royal licuso who rules his o hole-in-the-well with imperisl
swvay, sllowing no other king befcere hin, The Cannonites eot in this wey on ;ho Zhoory
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of tho notorious German phuosopher whose thoory was that the world oxists only 4in his
own heed and therefare rofused to moognin as real the four walls of the prisom he
was thrown into.

1

Yeisas denjes that the §"P's rejootion of joinmt sotion with us flowed from
their attitude of persomal hostility end "grudge” =~ but will he kindly sccount for the
fellure of the SWP to reply to one of our commnioations in kind? «,¢ For our part, we
did not stand on eeremony, any more than we do with the Stalinists whose prastieecs they
are copying. Pettigogcers of Vielss's stripe not only will never be able to mske a
revolutim, but they should also remember thst thoy (undike the Stelinists) do not
have the povor end prestige of the Russian state s behind their aping of the Staliniste.
They strut in borrowed clothing.

Aotuslly, a1l this is piddling stuff, Or it shoald be., But dmn't roproach me
for spending tine on Weiss's dodgoss this s the sort of thing with which the ears of
Veiss's flock are stuffed. The impartant point is the questim of palicys the §'P's
polioy of waiting for the labar leaders to st first, wersus our policy of injtiat
picket actim in cur om namo when nsoessary while at the sams time prussirg n o
to press) inside the lsbor movement for militant sotian.

The BP bni.n-truston laid great enphasis on "poking fun" et our "puxv"
ploket line of 150 at the Philharmonie Auditorium. They dencunced it as a "denonstra-
tion of weakenoss," To it they counterposed their polioy of waiting until the CIO and
the Stalinists (both of which add up, in Los Angeles, to the Stalinists in terms of
lendership) were willing to 41ssuwo & eall for e picket line, while of eourse putting
what pressure they oould to bring this sbout. Ve said:s Our "puny" ploket 1lino at the
Fhilharmonie played a signifioant role in putting pressure on these people, It rut a
fire under them, To put it with a maximm of modesty: it was one of the inportant
pressures which foaroed the CIO and the Stalinists to Jump on the bandwegon. As our
lotter to the § P doouments, wo eppraached it from this point of view, The § P policy
of hanging on to the tail-end of the twists and turns of the Etalinists' changes of
policy gave up a powerful weapon in the fight for snti-fascist militency.

The difference is high-lighted whon we oomnsidsyr the charaoter of Welss's
spproach to this questim of policy. He asks the questiont Did the WP picket line at
the Fhilharmonic “stop” Bmitht Yo, it did not and could not, It was too small,

" There's no use picketing at all (seys Yeiss) unless you start with a mass of preponder-
axt strength. Otherwise it is only a demonstration of weakgness, etce Naturally only
the trade uhions or the CP ean orgeize a demonstration of this size. Therefors you
have to wait till they decide to sot. The poliey of the "rewlutimary wanguard" must
be to enipe away and push ewny ab them until thoy dos Then the "revolutionary wane
guard" can oome forward (straight froam the printerts shop) and announce that it sup-
ports them in this aotion,

The superfioiality of this "talleendist™ approsch is olear ss soon as one
veslizn that the role played by our picket line was that of INITIATING militent
picket actione The problem wes not merelys Will this picket lino stop Smith == by
itself, s0 to spsak? The recl question wass WILL THIS PICKET LIRE STIMULATE AND ROUSE
OTHER SECTIONS OF THE IABOR MIWEMENT TO LXILITANT ANTI-FASCIST ACTION?

_ ~ Yhat nomsense it is to talk about such a vanguard actim as if its only

.purpose could be to stop this particulsr meating of Smith'al The pilot-parachute
which unfolds first has the job of pulling out the big parachute, nct of supporting
tho hmng man, Thie is the very definitiom of a vanguard sotion. The "big para-
chute” was there «« the ‘present and potential desire of the rank and file for militant
sotion,

And 8o in view of Veiss's strictures about "ignaing the lsboar movement" and
similar oleptrap, the irmioc fact s that our apprach was based presocisely on how the
revolutimary vanguard party oan stimulete, wlCY THE VAY 70, cther seotims of the
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labor movomente. That 1s why Yeins considers it so importent, by his devious memns,

to try to show that wo weron't even interested in the lebor movement, fantastic es this
mmbeo=junbo would otherwise eppoare. For it is precisdly on this questim of the
VANGUARD RELATIQUSHIP BETWEEN TiHE R:EVOLUTIONARY PARTY AND THE MASSES that the 8P
betrayed its lipe-scrvice to linrxism, On the one side they sdopted a TAIL-IND
REW.TIONSHIP between the party and the masses, and on the other side tried to assert
that we recognired no relatimship whatscever, 5o to apo-k. they tried to excuse
their oun doviation by imputing the opposite deviatian to use (Any exporionoed
ocnrade oan, wt this point, eall to mind the lomg list of historioal exsmplos where
this kind of "clover”" distortim has been pressed into service,)

The oniy question that remains iss Granted that this was the spproach of
the Workers Farty, did the Fhilharmonic picket line really asccoaplish this aim?

There are 10 two ways about this. I shall desoribe the channels through
which our aotion was felt through the laysrs of $he Stalinist movement and the unims,
Following the Fhilharmanie rally, in evory oontsct we hud with Stalinist renkeand-filer
the reaction was invarinbles a gritting of teeth that it was the "fascist™ Trotskyites
who had done this and mubled apologios why the CP had done nothing. In the oase
of the less hard-bitten Stalinists and their sympathisers, the reaction ranged from
grodging sdmission that the Trotskyites "had scmoething there,” to openly expressed
sdmipatim, Naturally, these peopls did nct have the denefit of Weiss's pscudo-larxist
theoretios on why the WP should not hawe pisketedl THEIR reection was: Thy didn't
we do itlsee And thoy asked their lesders. The plant distributicng of the WP leaflets
were thc; ?m oall to aotim nsdm fnith, and the Stalinistx unimhtl woere keenly
m te

' A little ense in point, At the Philharmenis piokct 1ine itself, I talked
with & leading Hegro Stalinist in an impor-tant plant. He kept repesting to me with
doep tbolm a8 if 1t struck him efresh each times "This action is worth a thasand
lnflcto. - ¥hile we wore talk he spotted a higheranking Stalinist leader smong

the spestators. He oalled over: “Whore are the boys tandzﬂ" The CP lesdor answered
with a snarl, "A-ah, this is Juae e Trotskyite shindige" == "Well, why didn't you call
the boys cut yourselft" == The CP'er moved his 1ips but mo words eame opt, and he
waved his forefinger as if to say, "Just wait, we'll show ‘em,”

© . lesaving sside even mare favorabls effeots on 1ndiv1dua1 Stalinists, that
was the lino <f resotian of the Stalinists: "We ean't lot ths Trotskyitos steal the
show," That is, in more political languege, "We can't afford to give the Trotakyites
& free field to demonstrute that they are the militant mu egednst fassien
while we oartent cursslves with protests hither and yon," == Intorestingly enough,
the news item that appeared in the Stalinist People's Yorld referred to the picket
1ifle as organizoed by a radiocal group, without 31‘5 ususl Stelinist epithets.

The effest on the Stalinists went a good deal further than our persomal
contests with thom. That is exactly one of the 6ffects of such an action, over and
above merely party propagenda, In the first place, the eroml of sow hundreds
who did not get on 1:59 pickot line consisted largely of Stalinists. (Of course, in-
oide:)xtally, ve had quito e muber of sunnm rank-end-filers on tho ploket line
too!?

In the socond plece, the leading Negro peper in the oity, the Sentinel,
gawe the Smith rally and pioket lins a fronte-page spreand (the photos in our pamphlet
The Truth About Gorald Smith come from that paper). The three metropolitsn newspspers
had small itema on it, ome of them (the Times) maming us as the sponsor. In the
third pleoce, ih the two lergest CIO lcsals (Longshoremed and Shipysrd Workers) not
only every Stalinist but every sctive unicnist knew all ebout it, Resotim =« inwvari-
h‘bly as desocribed. In the CIO shipyard unim Losal 9, of course, "Trctskyism" is

issus or a big "bugnboo, depending em how you look at 4t, Incidentally,

the battle of the Staliniste sguinst the "Trotskyites” in this losal is sorething
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that the ronks of the CP ere ecutely eware of throughout the srea «- we have constantly
run into evidencos of that for years «=- ard oven intrn-unim strugcles hero have had
reperoussions in tho Stalinist movement in the area, lot evlome the fisht apeinst

Smith,

And fourthly, there is the pamphlet we publirhed, mentimed ebove, This
oame of'f the press on the night of the first big mass relly orgenized by the ilobili-
ratin ffor Demooracy at the Olymplo Auditorium on July 20, and of couwrse attended
by & ooncentration of Stalinists as well s unimists. In that cme evening, wo sold
1,600 copies of the pamphlet at this mosting alons. (Sirmltansously we sold seversl
hundred st Snith's om meeting going on the sams night at the Shrine,) Altogether
we haw gold 4,000 oopies of the parmphlet in Los Angelos alone == 2,000 have been
sold cutside =~ systematicmlly covering umiam and pro;ressive moetings as woll as the
Snith picket lines. Tho bulk of theso were sold in the poriod before the CIO and the
Stalinists jumped on the picket-line bandwagon, As you know, the pamphlet features
the story and pioturea of the FPhilharmonie picket line, The Trotskyist hes perhaps
never published a parphlet which wus received with such RESFECT = I think that's the
proper word =e egpecially by the Stalinist renk and file.

: Thero wes ancther anglo which turnod out to de vory useful. You remsmber
the Hollywood studio striks, which had been gdng on sinos March and vhich resched its
peak Juat beforo Smith came back to Los Angoles the second time in September, at which
time the CF and CIO went for mass plokoting, :

WQn. when we started the pioket line at the Fhilhermonie va/ﬁ' wore somewhat
pleasantly surprised to find thst already there were two or three "token" pickets from
these S5tudio Mmicmse (They hadn't had the opportunity to resd Weiss's epclogetios
about a "demanstration of weskness eithers they said they were there beccuse they were
mad that the other trade unioms weren't doing anything about Smith, and they wanted
to "do somethihg" and get othor unimas to do it too, and that's all they wors able to
do on the spur of the mownt,) These studio striker piokets spoke with us at the
- open=air meoting wo held aocrass the streot in Pershing Square aftor the picketihg.

Vhen the studio strike reached its hoight, a mumber of cur ccirades wore
active on the studio picket lines and became aoquainted with some of the leading mili-.
tants, anong others, especially when we wore sll arrested at the studio gate., Just
before Smith ocamo bask to tomn, a sale of our Smith pamphlet was ammounced from the
strikers' saund trusk at the gate of Warner Brothers smong the people on the mass
picket lina there (vhich, by the way, wus amply stosked with Stalinist renkesnd-filers
to0)s Thon the questimm of & picket line thereupon came up in sharp form immedistely
aftervard, our sgitation bore fruit, Not only were the Studio Uniomms one of the
trade unim foroes that pushed a mass pioket léms through the Mobiliszation for Demcse
racy, but even before the Stalinizts Jumped on the bandwagon we had the assurance
that theore would be govoral hwiired studio strikers ploketing Smith regardless,
In fact, the first armoujoement by the Stalinists that they were for a picket line
was given by Fhil Connelly of the CIO at a monster rally of the studic strikers, even
thaugh the very proceding evening he had still been blowing cold on it,

I havo ladd the emphasis hero on the effect of the Fhilharmonic picket line
on the Stalinist ranits and lorders. It goss without saying that as far es the average
militont union man was eoncornsd, in the plants end loocals with which we had contesot
and thraigh the other chennasls which we penctrated, the effect was exactly the same,
exoept minus the anlmus sgainet the Trotskyites,

Hor I am not building up to the point where I can now say thet if we had
not pioreted Smith ut the Fhilharmonic, then there would not have teen the mass pioket
lines that followed. It was one important foroe which gained a good deal of its
nonentun from ths genorsl foeling smong the aroused sectioms of lador and the minority
groups that nmilitant notion was noceseary. Ve did not even pross 3t hone as far as
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At was eapablo of, e prossed it home within the linitatima of our farcoss Dut it
"ia enough to throw light on the pitiful attempt of Veiss to oonsider this ~- the
FIRST denonstration of militant ectiom against Smith, which IRITIATSD ths line of
militent mass dommstrmtia «= morely in the lipght cﬁ' the questicng Did it stop
Smith's rally or "ovormwe" tmitht

It broke through the hushehush policy. It p:t the Stalinists and lsbor
leaders on the spok. It showed the ways, « « Thy, it oven woke up the SWYPY Teiss
himself oonfosses (on pe 3) that it our pressure for a picket line st the Fhilharmonie
which first "foreed us to seriously eonsider the vhole queation of the fight egeinst
fnith ~= gonething wo had not done pmviaunlyo

In line with his talk a.'baut the "puny" Philharmonic ploltat lins, Telss
purports to quote Saith es gloating asbout the imigniricpme of the oppositiom to hin,
Before saying a word about the significance of this "argument" dy Weiss, it is in orde:
to record some faotss

~ (1) Our observers at the Philhermonic meeting heard no such gleating.
Sinoe I was not inside myself, I oan only add that the marals which Veiss displays

in his erticle do not induos me to teke his word for it.., But more than that, what

is oonfirmed by meny others (who told us ebout it as sympathetic strargers tho might
of the rally) what Smith indubitsdbly 414 say sbout the picket line wms that IT IAD
BERR diGn’iIZED BY TIE LEADINRG RABBI 1IN THE CITY, UAGHIN, AND THAT THZ FICKETURS WERE
PAID TEN DOLLARS BY HI! TO PICKET, HE FROUSENTED IT AS A PLOT BY TIB WBALTHY JEVS AID
COLUNISTS, ETCe I might edd, with regard to the authoritativencss of this roport,
that at the lobilization rally at ‘the Olympio, Rabbi iagnin himself in the ocourse of
his apeech there reforred to it and publioly denied that he had peid tho picketers —
and, also not having read the works of Vieiss, ho added no aneers sbout our picket line,

mrthormero. we run into Velss's usual diffioculty «« tho exictonce of

DOCU&EH‘MRY evidenao of Smith's appronchi In hig Veokly lows Bulletin inrmediately
following the Fhilharmonio rally, Smith dovotes e section to denouncing the pisket line
a8 & dtm,gprouo plot hatched by sinister persons in limousinos, oto. XNot & word of

"gloating," or snoering at its size. This is in written form about which no lies can
be told, fartunately. In view of the doubts which azsail me sbout Weiss's weracity

in general, I ask mysolf har Smith oould have pioturod tho picket 1line to his audienoe
as a bunsh of hirelings of sinister powers, and ALSO "gloated” obout 4ts small size
(maybe the ten dollar bills ran out?) as rupresenting the oxtant of the opposition
to hin, Perhaps it is no wonder that no one besides Veiss "remobers" the pRoktingl

(2) In subsequont spseches by Smith, far from snooring st the Trotskyite
picket line at the Ihilharmonio, Smith has gone out of his way to attack the
Trotskyltes as oven more dangerous them the Comrwnistss This especially st his
Denver rally, where he found cur comredes selling the Smith pamphlat outside the door.
In both Detroit and Los ingeles, he has linked the Trotskyites with "the Cormnists”
a8 The Enemy. He is probably the first fasoist demagogue to give hins Rod Nogy such
a dual charaoters.. Was it perhepa beonuse of the tail-endist policy of the SU/P that
the Trotaslkyites have some so prominently to his noticet Or was it becsuse of the
sotivities of the Warkers Party, over whose "puny” pioket lins he "gloated"t

: For myaelr. I know the answer straight out of the horse's mouthe It happens
that 1 have had the "plessure" of & souple of encounters with fmith's bodyguard in

Los Angeles, o character named Ray Solmidt (vwho ested as doorrmmn ut the Fhilharmonie -

end angrily threatensd us with future stormetroopers -=- "pury” ones, no douvht),

In ny second encounter with this poom, he tsolted quite poaceably es if englijz for

information about plens sgefnst Smith. le was espeoially frank sbout the orimp we

threw into Smith's meeting at the lam and Egg hall on June 28, with a pioket line

of only ebout 60, becaugse of the fast that noise fram the street reverbsrated inside

the hall, It was at this meoting that Smith got hysteriocal with rage more than once
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not only because of the picket 1ine outeide but becaus: of the hubbwb end orsning
end daghing to the windows thut it owused among his sudience. Ecattirod antiefasciste
in thie sudience came out cuokling with gleo. Glonting indeedl

Teiss's talk sbaut the "ineffoctivenocss™ of our picket ling because it
geve Smith an opportunity (he says) to gloat over the weakness of his oppoaitiom,
is exnotky on & par with the talk of tho 1liberals that the picket lines of 15,000
were 8 nistake bLoscause they omly geve Smith publicity and bduilt him upe Amd the
liborals haw & lot mare to go on, as far as their type of blather is ooncernode
Smith does utilizo the fight against him to ropest and ropeat that "these Jews and
Comnmists are fighting me becauso I&n effoctive, becsuuse I'm dangprous to then,” eto.
Trying to base en anti-fasoist polioy on the basis of what cames to Smith's mouth
is as "ldarxist" as the 5VP's rceipe of basing its uritede~frans policy on never agree-
ing with what the Yorkers Po.rty proposcse ‘

I yeferred above to the ucoﬁ picket 1line we had on Thursday, June 28 at
tho Hem and Egg hell a fow deys efter the Fhilharmonic. Therein lies a different kind
of moral. Vhen you're dealing with the kind of b go that fills Velss's artieles,
4t*s the human impulse to throw it ell wut of the ow in one clump, But the faot is
that it would be hard oven for Teiss to write 31 pa‘gu without getting scmothing right.

At the open-air uating in Parahing Square imasediately after the Fhilharmoni
plaket lino, with a few hundred in the orosd all peped up and raring for ancther oramck
st Snith, some people in the orowd propoud that we pzo{kot this Thursday meeting of
Snith's, It was ane of Enith's smmller "intimate" gotetigothers with the Ham and Eggors
not & mass rally. The oq:nde who was chairman and othbr sorrades irmedintely on the
spot rashly proajsed to do so, That wory night, at about midnight,cour Executive Comnit
tos agroed that this should not have beon done, in spite of tho temper of tho eromi,

Yo did not foel that we oould do much to propare for it, that the Ham shd Egz hall
meeting would be a small shindig anyhow, and the picket line smaller. The important
Job had already been done by the Fhilharmonic picket line. But becausg of our oontacts
with people that night, we did not see our way, on the other haund, to.wslching on it.
Actuslly, a5 I haw descrided, my worst misgivings about i nevor materialized. On

the basis of goeneral considerntians, it was a mistake, but pradtically it turmed out
patioatizx wuch better than we expecteds == I throw this bone to Weiss with full-

" hearted gorerosity.

There are two other comments to mako on the £ P line, In the §'P Irternsl
Bulletin forr July 1945, there is printed the statomert of policy sdpted by them in
Los Angeles, called "Proposal for an Anti-Fasoist Campaign.” This they adopted et the
same tine thet they rejected our unitede-front propesels Paragraphk Four is the one
- which doals with what should be dome regarding the Philhermonio rallye. 1 quote the
rolsvant sooticm in full,

: Perhaps beocnuse it was writton so eurly in the course of events, before
thelir teil-andist polioy hardemed and foscilized into & theory, it doss put farward
the newsbaked theory that it is impermissible for a revoluticnary party to, oell en
anti-fascist demonstratim in its ovm name cn & smallescale, es & vanguard ectiom in
an explosive situstion to initiate a larger mcvament of tho mpssese This seotion asks:
"Can wo organise an effective picket demanstratian in the awnilable time e~ thc
Shechtmsnites have prppasedl!”™ And it answers this laudsble quostions

“Ye do not exclude the varisnt of the garty calling upon the workers
in its o name to act agningt tle fa.scints. as wo éid in ilndisan Square
Garden (in liew York) ard in Los Angelos® (in 1958, and a8 the VP was

proposing now), i

SN
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"It is necessary to midx esch notim with great oure and on its
on moritee”

It then prooceods 4o welgh the Phillimmonio action with very great oare and striotly
on its o nerits, as followss

"Under the present ciroumstances the rmain lino of our campeipgn
- should be to get the labor movement to act, Ye are dealing here with
a threat of a sustained campaign on the part of the fwacists, not '
with a single meeting."

This is givon as the first resason why in Los ingeles 4in 1945 the same policy is nct
followod as was followed in the united party before the split between the Vorlers
Party and the Cunnunites. 0One would gather that in 1938 it was mersly a quostimm

of a single fasoist mooting, nct a sustained fascist campsigne This sillincss neods
no comuent whatsoevary everyone knows how the fasoist nmovements were blossoming at
thet time, A1l that the EWP is really saying here isi "Well, even if we don't act
againgt this meeting, there'll be other meetings...wa oan get eround to 1t," That's
not unreasonsble under nscessity, but them, why dencunce the Workers Party for
gotting around to it now, nct latert? :

.\.

The oareful weighing proocoeds as followss

"It would be very advantegecus and effective to have the united
lebor ploket demonstration cgainst the ionday (Fhilharmonie) meeting,
but under the present circunstances this is spparently not possible,
The time is too short to proepare sn effective demamatratim of our owm."

Would two wooks instesd of one been "enough time" to prepare en "effective” demcnstra-
tion of their very own? Or did thoy want two months to work at i1ttt later, at a

publio S P moeting on Smith, it was explained that to be “effestive", s picket line
ssainst Smith would have to have a mass which by its mumbers "overawed” tho fasoist
audionce = this being said to excuse their refusal to ploket the quha.monic.

In cold turkey, this means a pioket lins of newr 10,000, Is this the "effective”
picet line of their cm far vhigh, the statement lements, thc tine is too
short fcr them to orgmnise in the name of the partyt :

~ Rousing all ofits resourcca, the Caswmnist Farty in this city, with
thousands of moumbers and thousands mare of sympathizors and transmissiam belts,
PLUS the crganized force of the OI0 and meny AFL unions, PLUS over 400 comrunity
and Negro anl Jewish orgenisatios, PLUS the small forces of the 5'P and ocurselves,
got a piokot line of 156,000, And the SWP mnubles aBout an "effectiwe" picket line
of its om, vhile 1% ofﬂoiauy interprets "eflective" HOT IN TRRMS F INITI:TING
A PES GNEZNT, BUT IH TiRMS OF BEING THAT MASS MOVEMGNTY

That 18, I au nsa\mﬂ.ng that the gtatement quotod means snything et all,
Yhat ocomos to nind is the cormoent by Comrade listalle, olearly direoted spninst these
Cunnonites, hout the struggle of the Bolshoviks eguinst “chvanstvo," It appesrs
that the Jussians had a ward for ite Sho defines "ohmmat+vo" &s a combination of
brerredoocio and enchhorye. Nothing ocould charsstorize better the little imitatims
of Curnen vho sot tneticelves up liere as the "revolutimery wanguard,”

So for, all this is about the policy of the 8 P in Los Angeles. But after
8 lot of this water hud flowed wider the bridge, lo and bohold{ we rend in the §"P's
own (#Blitant thnt in the oity of :immespolis there was m nuss picoket lins aganinst &
Srita roilye Very oole !Unrospolis is « oity, ns everyone knors, in which the
Trdskyist movement has surnk its decpest roots, hus achieved its closest conneotims
with wilde gseciims of the laber novement and & large following among workers eee
"Trotsky Tom" as envious Stelinists have out ite And what do we read in thias
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;4litant report on the muss picket 1lino against Smith in lidnneapolie?

Firotg of ell, it appsars that no trade unions have spamsored it3 An
ATL loador and a CIC loader in their poraomsl capacity, not in the nexe of thelir
mh9s a-ganizatica's o ave noted in the article. e oan lot this go =- perhaps the
perscnal sponsorzl:ip of two union heads can bo oconsidered as being "the involvenment
of the muss labar uovomant™ (in Volss's terms). But then wo note that in this very
oity of !Mmneapulis, which sports a oonpearztively large branch of the §P, the
rass ploket line uxcunted to axsotly 1008 «.e

Obviously. the &P knavs how to "overawe” fascist rallies, not to speek
or organizing "effective” (not "puny") pioketing demomatrationsg of mae than 150,
In Sen Franoiszoo, efteor nounths of boilijg agitutian agsinat Smith, the Corrinist
Farty and the CI0 unions «nd AFL wims PLUS other argenisatiom snd PLUS tho SWP
"effective donstrators" and the WP, cull the first picket line against Smitheeesand
thers aro 600 am the picket 1ixo,

Far be it from mo to snsor at this "puny” muber (espsoially for Sen
Franoiseo) nor to fail to remark thet the Stalinists cbvicusly pulled their yumech,
1 wish only to rise meekly and remark the followings that in Los Angeles, ut a time
when “the leaders of most sectime of the labor movemcnt were campletely presive
to the fapeist thront,” when tho Stalinists end CIO offioially were denouncing
the idem of militant aottm snd hughehushing, with mly our own faves, before the
very name of Smith wes very widely known, the Workers Party of Los Angeles organiced
a ploket linc of 150 accompanied by & deucnstritiom of scwral hundred, end followed
by an open-air meoting on the spot of soverul hwiiredeess We didn't do so baudly, huht

You will remember that in 1935-1940, when we analyred the degeneratiom
of the Cannonite regime, we charaeoterized this regime ss BURELUCRATIC CONSIRVATISU,
This dcuble term may be noatly divided in half and opplied separately: 'bureaueratio”
and "oonservetive", or better still, loft inteot und applied in its relatinship,
to swa up the policy of the Cannonites in the fight against fasciat Smith in Los
Angeles, Instend of a rovoluticmary vurguard, a miserubls policy of dreggping at the
teils of the Stalinists and the labidr lesderas. Instead of & bold poliecy, o search
for "larxist" excuses, Insteond of providing imaginntive lesdership to the advanced
sectims of labor, a rolisy of grundmotherly caution agaipst getting too far ahesd
of the current CP line,

4 Ltmg as this 18, I cannuot hopo to hawe said the proper word sbout each of
[ ' Teles's 31 pages. That would be & waste of time -enyweye But I've tried to muke olear
3 the differonsco in vprrosch betseen the Ccrnonites and curselves on the roelatims
betwoen the revoluticmary wanguard party and the masses, I understend that not in
ell scctions of the country have the S7P branches adopted the extreme positimm of
the Los Angeles Camncnitus heres That 1s somothing to the geode The mast ohariteble
thirg to be said 4is that thore i1s hope far same of these people.

Fraternally,
Hel Draper
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